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Lecture  XXVII. 

Treatment  of  chronic  hydrocephaha :  in- 
iemal  remedies :  mechanical  expedients; 
bandages f  tapping.  Symptoms  of  spinal 
disease.  Inflammatory  conditions  of  the 
spinal  marrow. 

The  cure  of  chronic  hydrocephalus  may  be 
attempted  by  internal  remedies,  or  by  ex- 
ternal mechanical  expedients,  or  by  boUi. 

Internal  remedies, — ^The  internal  remedies 
by  which  most  good  appears  to  have  been 
effected,  and  from  which,  therefore,  most  is 
to  be  hoped,  are  diuretics,  purgatives,  and 
above  all,  mercury,  which  is  believed  by 
many  to  have  a  special  and  powerful  influence 
in  promoting  absorption.  Conjointly  with 
these,  the  abstraction  of  small  cpiantities  of 
blood  from  the  head,  by  means  of  leeches, 
has  been  found  beneficial. 

Golis  advises  that  calomel  should  be  given 
in  half-grain  doses,  twice  a  day ;  or  if  that 
should  purge  too  much,  in  doses  containing 
only  one-fourth  of  a  grain.  At  the  same 
time  he  would  rub  a  scruple  or  two  of  mer- 
curial ointment,  mixed  with  ointment  of 
juniper  berries,  upon  the  scalp,  every  night. 
He  recommends  that  the  head  should  be  kept 
constantly  covered  also  by  a  woollen  cap. 
Infants  require,  he  sa]^,  no  other  nutriment 
than  good  breast  milk ;  while  older  patients 
should  take  a  moderate  quantity  of  meat.  In 
mild  weather  they  shoidd  be  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  open  air.  Under  this  plan  of 
treatment  he  affirms  that  he  has  known  the 
circumference-  of  the  head  decrease  by  half 
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an  inch  or  an  inch  in  a  period  of  six  weeks 
or  three  months;  and  that  perseverance  in 
this  method  has  frequently,  in  his  experience, 
been  followed  by  perfect  recovery  both  of  the 
mental  and  of  the  bodily  powers.  If  no  im- 
provement should  be  perceptible  in  two 
months,  he  advises  that  diuretics  should  be 
given,  with  the  former  remedies ;  the  acetate 
of  potash,  or  squills,  or  both :  that  an  issue 
should  be  made  in  the  neck,  or  in  each  arm, 
and  be  kept  discharging  for  several  months. 
And  he  thinks  that  when  convalescence  has 
once  b^^un,  it  Lb  often  much  accelerated  by 
minute  doses  of  quina;  the  fourth  of  a  grain, 
for  example,  thrice  daUy. 

In  a  disease  so  unpromising  as  chronic 
hydrocephalus,  we  are  warranted  in  trying 
any  plan  that  has  been  found  or  supposed  to 
be  useful.  An  apothecary  of  considerable 
experience — ^now  dead — once  took  the  pains 
to  write  out  and  send  me  the  particulars  of 
two  cases  in  which  he  had  seen  a  peculiar 
mode  of  administering  mercury  successful. 
I  will  give  you  them  nearly  in  his  own 
words. 

He  had  a  lad,  fourteen  years  old,  whose 
name  was  Scott,  under  his  care,  with 
chronic  hydrocephalus,  in  the  year  1817.  He 
had  been  ill  two  or  three  years.  He  was 
nearly  blind,  had  very  little  use  of  his  lower 
extremities,  and  could  not  walk  across  the 
room  without  support.  He  suffered  violent 
pains  in  his  head,  and  was  unable  to  bear 
the  least  pressure  on  his  scalp.  His  bowels 
were  constipated,  and  his  pulse  '^  oppressed." 
Cupping  and  blistering,  and  the  blue  pill, 
and  drastic  purgatives,  and  ordinary  diuretics, 
tried  in  combination  and  succession,  ^ve 
him  temporary  relief}  but  no  permanent 
benefit  was  obtained.  Dr.  Gower  then 
suggested  a  plan  which  he  had  himself 
found  successful  in  such  cases,  and  which 
had  first  been  used  by  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth, 
who  had  recorded  ten  cases  of  recovery  under 
its  adoption.  Dr.  Gower's  plan  was  to  rub 
down  ten  grains  of  crude  mercury  with  about 
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a  scruple  of  mannA,  and  five  grains  of  freih    which  the  disease  came  on  some  time  after 
squills :  this  was  to  be  one  dose ;  and  it  was    the  sutures  of  the  skull  had  closed, 
to  be  repeated  every  eight  hours.  Mechanieai  remedie$.  —The  mechanical 

My  mformant  rubbed  the  quicksflver  remedies  of  chronic  hydrocephalus  are  two : 
down  with  conserve  of  roses,  and  then  added  and  they  have  a  totally  opposite  mode  of 
the  fresh  squills,  making  the  whole  into  the  action.  By  the  one,  the  brain  is'com- 
consistencc  proper  for  piUs,  with  liquorice  pressed ;  by  the  other,  it  ia  lightened  of 
powder.  The  paUent  took  this  dose  three  its  pressure :  yet  both  of  them  have  proved 
times  a  day,  for  nearly  three  weeks,  without  successfiil.  What  does  this  show  ?  what, 
any  ptyalism  being  produced.  Its  effects  but  a  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  that  there 
were  great  prostration  Of  strength,  and  loss  are  different  states  of  the  encephalon,  very 
of  flesh,  with  gradual  relief  of  all  the  boy's  dissimilar  in  their  essential  character,  yet 
Buffermgs.  It  operated  profusely  by  the  having  some  symptoma  in  common;  and 
kidneys.  The  medicine  was  continued  twice  those  the  most  likely  of  all  to  catch  our 
a  day,  and  at  length  once,  for  another  fort-  attention.  Such  common  symptoms  re- 
night  ;  when  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  semble  an  algebraical  symbol,  which  derives 
had  disappeared.  The  boy  was  greatly  ema-  its  value  from  the  plus  or  minus  sign  pre- 
dated: he  was  then  ordered  an  ounce  and  a  fixed.  Surely  it  is  of  vital  importance  to 
half  of  Griffiths*  mixture  thrice  daily ;  and  study,  and  if  we  can  to  settle,  the  differences 
soon  n^amed  his  health  and  strength,  whereby  these  inverse  conditions,  requiring 
and  got  quite  well.  And  he  remained  well  contrary  remedies,  may  be  discriminated, 
eight  years  afterwards.  Bandages.— Bandoffing  the  head  is  one  of 

The  success  obtained  in  this  case  led  to    these  two    expedients;    puncturing  it  the 
the  pursuance  of  a  similar  course  in  that  of    other.     Neither  of  them  is  practically  appli- 
t'le  son  of  a  well-known  fishmonger  in  Old    cable  after  the  bones  of  the  skull  have  united. 
Bond  Street.     He  was  about  twelve  years        Bandages  appear  to  have  been  suggested 
old,  and  afllicted  in  nearly  the  same  manner    by  the  notion  that  the  increase  of  the  fluid 
as  Scott,  except  that  the  pain  in  the  head    within  the  head,  and  probably  some  of  the 
was  more  acute,  and  caused  violent  scream-     symptoms  too,  might  depend,  more  or  less, 
ing  :  reiief  had  been   repeatedly  given  for     upon  the  want  of  firmness  and  proper  resis- 
a  time,  by  cupping.     The  physician  in  at-     tance  in  the  outer  containing  parts ;  in  the 
tendance  was  unwUling  to  try  the  plan,  when     feeble  and  half  solid  skull.  A  certain  amount 
it  was  proposed  to  him,  but  said  that  he     of  support  and  pressure  seems  requisite  for 
would  give  what  was  equivalent— small  doses    the  due  exercise  of  the  cerebral  functions, 
of  blue  pill,  witii  squilb  in  powder.     The    Beyond  this  amount  all  increase  of  pressure 
result  was  salivation  in  a  few  days,  without    ig  hurtful.  The  middle  point  of  safety  it  may 
any  amendment.     In  about  three  weeks,  the    be  hard  to  hit.     It  is  certain  that  the  eaay 
effects  of  the  mercury  having  subsided,  and    yielding  of  the  bony  walls  of  the  bead,  by 
the  patient  then  suffenng  extreme  pain  in     reason  of  the  membranous  interspaces  that 
the  head,  loss  of  sight,  and  want  of  power    exist  in  the  early  periods  of  life,  proves 
over  the  lower  extremities,  my  informant    oftentimes  the  safety  of  these  patients.      If 
was  desired  to  adopt  any  measures  he  thought    the  skuU  did  not  expand  as  the  water  ga- 
fitting.     The  medicine  was  given  as  in  the    thered,    morbid    symptoms    would    ensue. 
former  case,  and  with  the  same  happy  conse-     Great  nicety  mnst  therefore  be  required  in 
quencc ;  it  acted,  as  before,  without  produc-    the  use  of  this  remedy.     While  the  head  ia 
ing  ptyalism,  but  with  a  great  reduction  of    palpably  enkrging,  compression  by  means 
strength  and  flesh :  health  was  restored  by    ©f  plasters  or  bandages  would  probably  be 
steel,  after  the  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus    mischievous.  When  the  disease  is  stetionary, 
had  disappeared.     This  cure  also  was  per-    and  the  unconnected  bones  of  the  skull  are 
ma  lent.  loose  and  fluctuating,  and  the  child  is  pale 

I  think  you  will  give  me  credit  for  not  and  languid,  much  benefit  may  be  expected 
being  over  fond  of  recommending  what  I  from  moderate  and  well-regulated  support, 
may  call  conundrums,  instead  of  well-tried  The  late  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  was  the  first,  I 
and  approved  means  of  cure ;  but  I  say  believe,  to  suggest  this  mode  of  treatmoit ; 
that  in  such  a  complaint  as  chronic  hydro-  but  its  safety  and  efficacy  have  been  more 
cephalus,  we  have  generally  the  opportunity  recently  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Barnard,  of 
of  testing  the  virtues  of  many  reputed  reme-  Bath,  who  has  related  several  examples  of 
dies,  one  after  another ;. and  we  are  not  to  complete  success  from  the  employment  of 
despise  or  neglect  any  measures  that  have  bandages.  In  these  cases  the  children  were 
been  found  beneficial,  merely  because  they  pale,  bloated,  and  feeble,  with  flabby  mus- 
are  out  of  the  way,  or  because  we  cannot  see  cles :  the  bones  of  their  heads  were  moveable 
in  what  manner  they  can  excel  the  more  and  floating,  and  the  Amotions  of  the  brain 
common  formulfie.  more  or  less  impaired.   Mr.  Barnard  applies 

You  will  observe  that  these  were  cases  in    strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  about  three  quar* 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN  AND  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  3 

ten  of  an  inch  wide,  completely  round  the  in  chronic  hydrocephalus  ha«  been  denounced 
head  from  before  backwards ;  coyering  the  as  useless  and  cruel  by  some  high  continental 
forehead  from  the  eye-brows  to  the  bur  of  authorities,  by  Golis  and  Richter  especially, 
the  head,  as  low  down  on  the  sides  as  the  it  famishes  one  of  the  best  of  the  few  chances 
ears  will  permit,  and  lapping  over  each  other  of  safety  to  the  patient.  Of  course  I  mean 
behind.  Then,  cross  strips  are  carried  from  ultimate  safety,  for  the  operation  itself  is 
one  side  of  the  head  to  the  other  oyer  the  attended  with  the  present  risk  of  accelerating 
crown;  and  lastly,  one  long  slip,  reaching  the  patient's  death.  Other  means,  however, 
from  the  forehead,  within  half  an  inch  of  the  failing,  we  are  justified  in  advising  that 
root  of  the  nose,  over  the  vertex  to  the  nape  hazard.  We  have  to  consider  that  by  per- 
of  the  neck.  In  his  first  trial  of  this  plan,  forming  the  operation  we  incur  the  danger 
bat  never  afterwards,  Mr.  Barnard  laid  of  abbreviating  the  existence  of  a  being, 
{Meces  of  linen,  wetted  with  cold  water,  over  whose  life,  without  it,  could  scarcely  be  long 
the  plasters.  The  only  internal  medicine  continued,  or  capable  of  enjoyment :  but 
given  was  castor  oil,  to  regulate  the  bowels,  then  we  afford  tome  chance  of  a  perfect  cure. 
The  effects,  in  all  this  gentleman's  cases,  A  speedy  death,  or  an  uncertain  life  of  men- 
were  these :  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  size  tal  and  bodily  imbecility,  or  complete  resto- 
of  the  head ;  mitigation,  and  ultimate  disap-  ration  :  these  are  the  three  events  to  be 
pearance,  of  all  h^  symptoms,  such  as  stra-  looked  at.  Of  the  three,  the  second  is,  in  my 
bismus,  rolling  of  the  eyes,  starting  of  the  judgment,  incomparably  the  worst ;  and  if 
muscles,  and  convulsions ;  and  at  tiie  same  the  case  were  my  own,  if  I  had  to  decide  the 
time,  increased  tone  of  the  muscular  system,  painful  question  in  reference  to  one  of  my 
an  improved  appearance  of  the  skin,  and  of  own  children,  I  would  accept  the  alternative 
the  secretions  from  the  bowels.  These  are  of  probable  speedy  death  on  the  one  hand ; 
striking  results :  they  show  that,  in  certain  possible  complete  recovery  on  the  other, 
conditions  of  chronic  hydrocephalus,  a  part  To  say  the  truth,  the  immediate  danger  is 
of  the  danger  arises  from  a  lack  of  due  sup-  not  so  very  great  as  you  might  suppose  ; 
port  and  confinement  of  the  brain ;  and  they  provided  that  the  operation  be  skilfully  and 
prove  that  compression  alone  may  be  equal  cautiously  performed,  and  only  a  moderate 
to  the  care.  quantity  of  water  drawn  off  at  a  time.     That 

But  in  children  who  are  not  of  this  pale  even  a  very  rough  operation  is  not  necessarily 

and  feeble  habit,  and  in  whom  ossification  of  fatal  we  learn  from  a  singular  case  related 

the  skull  goes  on,  the  period  when  the  walls  by  Mr.  Greatwood.     A  child,  15  months 

cease  to  jndd  is  the  period  of  danger.     The  old,  a£9icted  with  chronic  hydrocephalus, 

water  continuing  to  accumulate,  inordinate  fell  down,  an4  struck  the  back  part  of  its 

pressure  begins  to  take  place.   To  such  heads  head  against  a  nail,   which  penetrated  the 

the  application  of  bandages  or  plasters  must,  skull.    Above  three  pints  of  water  gradually 

if  nothing  else  be  done,  be  insufficient  or  flowed  out  at  the  orifice  thus  made,  and  the 

anaafe.     The  brain-case  being  no  longer  child  was  cured. 

capable  of  expansion,  there  remains  to  be         I  will  mention  a  few  instances  in  which 

attempted  a  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  the  tapping  the  brain  has  been  performed ;  for  I 

liquid  which  it  contains.  know  no  better  mode  of  shewing  you  the 

Tapping  the  head, — Now  any  considerable  manner  in  which  the  operation  should  be 
diminution  of  the  accumulated  fluid,  through  done,  the  cautions  to  be  attended  to  in  doing 
the  agency  of  mere  absorption,  is  scarcely  to  it,  and  what  kind  of  success  it  has  had. 
be  expected ;  even  although  we  endeavour  There  is  an  account  of  the  performance  of 
to  aid  diat  process  by  applying  leeches  and  this  operation  by  Lecat,  in  the  Philosophical 
cold  to  the  head,  and  by  purgatives,  or  TramaetUms  for  the  year  1751.  This  date 
diuretics,  or  diaphoretics.  Somtf  mode,  more  is  subsequent  to  the  period  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 
certain  and  effectual,  of  emptying  the  dis-  Stevens  suggested  the  propriety  of  trepan- 
tended  cavity,  has  therefore  been  earnestly  ning  Dean  Swift's  cranium.  In  1778,  Dr. 
sought  after ;  and  the  second  mechanical  ex-  Remmett,  of  Plymouth,  punctured  the  head 
pedient  of  which  I  have  spoken  offers  a  very  of  a  hydrocephalic  child  on  five  several  oc- 
sore  method  of  attaining  this  object.  He  casions,  with  a  lancet,  and  took  away,  in  all, 
must  have  been  a  bold  physician  who  first  no  less  than  80  ounces  of  fluid ;  five  pints, 
proposed  to  decant  the  water  from  the  brain,  as  pints  were  measured  in  that  day.  Tlie 
by  means  of  a  perforation,  made  vdth  a  trocar,  child  died  17  days  after  the  last  tapping. 
through  the  membrane  of  the  fontanelle,  the  A  very  interesting  case  of  the  same  kind  is 
membranesof  the  brain,  and  even  the  expanded  related  by  Dr.  Vose,  of  Liverpool.  His 
c«ebral  snbatance  itself.  But  the  success  of  patient  was  an  infant  seven  months  old.  Its 
the  project  has  amply  vindicated  his  happy  head  was  more  than  twice  the  ordinary  size, 
audacity.  It  is  not  avery  new  suggestion,  but  Three  operations  were  performed;  the  first 
it  has  received  particular  attention  in  this  coun-  with  a  couching  needle.  Upwards  of  three 
try  of  Ute  yean:  and  though  tapping  the  brain  ouncss  were  on  that  occasion  evacuated; 


4         DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC. 

and  it  was  estimated  that  about  the  same  The  roles  relating  to  its  performance  may 

qaantity  dribbled  away  afterwards.      The  briefly  be  summed  up.  Tlie  operation  should 

child  thereupon  became  very  weak,  but  was  scarcely  be  had  recourse  to  until  other  means 

presently  reyiyed  by  some  cordial  medicine,  haye  failed.     The  trocar  should  be  small , 

About  six  weeks  afterwai'ds,  the  liquid  having  and  it  should  be  introduced  perpendicularly 

collected  again,  an  opening  was  made  with  a  to  the  surface,  at  the  edge  of  the  anterior 

bistoury,  and  8  ounces  were  removed ;  and  fontaneUe ;  so  as  to  be  as  much  as  possible 

9  days  after  that  12  ounces  more,  without  out  of  the  way  of  the  longitudinal  sinus,  and 

any  bad  consequences.  The  head  diminished  of  the  great  veins   that  empty  themselves 

in  size,  the  patient  got  apparently  well,  and  therein.     The  fluid  should  be  allowed  to 

the  case  was  publidied  as  a  successful  one.  issue  very  slowly ;  and  a  part  only  of  it 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  complaint  after-  should  be  evacuated  at  once.    The  instant 

wards  returned,  and  the  child  died  of  it.  that  the  pulse  becomes  weak,  or  the  dilated 

Mr.  Lizars,  of  Edinburgh,  operated  upon  pupil  contracts,  or  the  expression  of  the 

a  little  patient  of  his  twenty  times  in  the  child's  countenance  manifestly  alters,   the 

course  of  three  months ;  using  a  small  trocar,  canula  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  aperture 

Upon  the  escape  of  the  water,  squinting,  in  the  skull  closed.      Gentle  compression 

and  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  which  previously  should  be  carefully  made,  to  compensate,  ia 

existed,    ceased    imm^ately.      The  chUd  some  degree  at  least,  the  pressure  that  has 

recovered.     Another  very  striking  and  in-  been  removed  with  the  fluid.     Should  the 

structive  instance  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Rus-  infant  become  pale  and  faint,  it  must  be 

sell,  of  Edinburgh.    The  patient  was  an  in-  placed  in  the  horizontal  posture ;  and  a  few 

fant  threemontba  old,  withan enormous  head:  drops  of  sal  volatile,  or  of  brandy,  mixed 

twenty-three  inches  in  circumference,  and  with  water,   should  be  given.     Sometimes 

fifteen  inches  and  a  half  from  one  ear  to  the  slight  inflammatory  action  comes  on  in  the 

other.    The  child  was  afiected  with  strabis-  course  of  a   day  or  two  after  the  tapping, 

mus,  and  a  perpetual  rolling  of  the  eyes.  When  this  happens,  we  must  apply  cold 

The  usual  routine  measures,    compression  lotions,    and  leeches,   and  use   the    other 

among  the  rest,  had  been  employed  without  remedies    which    I    mentioned   before,    as 

any  success.     By  four  operations  pefrormed  proper  to  subdue  such  inflammation, 
at  intervals  of  about  ten  days,  the  size  of  the         I  onoe  got  a  surgeon  to  perform  the  ope- 

head  was  considerably  diminished :  but,  the  ration  upon  the  infant  of  a  poor  woman, 

fluid  continuing  to  collect,  calomel  was  given  after  I  had  tried  in  vain  all  the  other  mea- 

in  small  and  frequent  doses,  and  the  gums  sures  that  I  have  spoken  of.    To  our  horror, 

became  sore,  and  the  child  got  welL     At  when  the  trocar  was  withdrawn  from  the 

eight  months  old  the  dimensions  of  the  head  canula,  instead  of  dear  serosity,  a  fine  stream 

were  less,  by  four  inches  in  circumference,  of  purple  blood  spouted  forth.     The  open- 

and  by  two  inches  and  a  half  across  the  ver-  ing  was  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 

tex,  than  they  had  been  previously  to  the  longitudinal  sinus ;  "but  the  trocar  was  not 

first  tapping ;  and  the  sutures  had  entirely  so  delicate  as  it  might  have  been,  and  I  pre- 

closed.  snme  that  one  of  the  larger  superficial  veins 

But  Dr.  Conquest,  of  Finsbury  Square,  had  been  pierced.  I  do  not  think,  either, 
has,  more  than  any  other  person,  given  that  the  instrument  was  introduced  in  a  suf- 
authority  to  these  operations.  In  a  paper  ficiently  perpendicular  direction.  Of  course 
published  in  the  Medical  Gazette  in  the  risk  of  hitting  a  vein  is  increased  when 
March  1838,  he  tells  us  that  he  had  then  the  trocar  is  carried  obliquely  inwards :  and 
tapped  the  heads  of  19  children  for  this  a  larger  portion  of  the  cerebral  mass  is  also 
complaint,  and  in  10  of  the  19  cases  the  wounded.  We  naturally  thought  it  was  all 
children  survived.  He  introduces  a  small  over  with  the  child,  which  presently  became 
trocar  through  the  coronal  suture  below  the  deadly  pale  and  faint.  A  verdict  of  infimti^ 
anterior  fontanellc,  and  cautiously  makes  tnde  by  misadventure  stared  us  in  the  fiioe. 
pressure  upon  the  head  afterwards  by  means  But  under  the  use  of  stimulants  the  infant  re- 
of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster ;  and  he  clodes  vived  again  ;  no  haemorrhage  went  on  inter- 
the  wound  in  the  integuments  carefully  after  nally,  as  we  apprehended  it  would ;  but  the 
each  time  of  puncturing.  The  greatest  child,  after  a  day  or  two,  was  very  much  the 
quantity  of  liquid  withdrawn  by  him,  at  any  better  for  the  loss  of  blood.  This  amendment, 
one  time»  has  been  twenty  ounces  and  a  half ;  however,  did  not  last;  and  the  mother,  who 
and  the  grentest  number  of  operations  on  any  had  been  terrified  by  the  immediate  conse- 
one  child  has  been  five,  performed  at  inter-  quences  of  the  operation,  feared  to  come 
vals  of  from  two  to  six  weeks.  The  largest  near  me,  lest  I  should  wish  to  have  it  re- 
total  qusTitity  of  water  removed  was  57  or  peated  :  and  at  length  our  patient  died.  I 
58  ounces,  by  five  successive  tappings.  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  the  condi- 

This  expedient,  therefore,  though  doubt-  tion   of  the  head  internally,  which  I  had 

less  hazardous,  is   really    a  valuable  one.  much  desired  to  do. 
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Oa  one  subsequent  occasion  I  have  wit-  Spinal  cord. — ^Before  I  take  up  the  sub- 

nessed  the  operation.     The  subject  of  it  was  ject  of  apoplexy,  and  of  cerebral  hsmorrhage, 

an  infant  about  eight  months  old.     Four  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  in- 

months  after  its  birtib,  its  head  was  observed  flammatory  conditions  of  the  spinal  cord, 

to  grow  inordinately  large.     At  the  time  of  The  whole  pathology  of  this  portion  of  the 

the  operation  the  fontanelles  were  exceed-  nervous  system  is  extremely  interesting  ;  but 

ingly  tense  ;  the  child  screamed  frequently,  it  has  not'  yet  been  so  thoroughly  made  out 

occasionally  vomited,  and  was  slightly  con-  as  to  enable  any  one  to  give  a  very  systematic 

vulsed  ;  the  features  were  pinched,  and  the  or  satisfactory  account  of  it.     In  addition  to 

eyeballs  distorted  downwards;  but  the  pupils  those  numerous   difficulties  with  which   I 

were  not  dilated.     Four  ounces  of  transpa-  shewed  you  in  a  former  lecture  that  the 

rent  liquid  were  let  out  by  puncturing  the  entire  subject  of  the  diseases  of  the  nervous 

anterior  fontanelle.     A  few  hours  afterwards  apparatus  is  beset,  there  is  this  farther  ob- 

the  child  was  tranquil,  and  much  improved  stacle  to  our  studying  diligently  the  disorders 

in  aspect ;  the  distortion  of  the  eyeballs  had  of  the  spinal  marrow — ^that  much  labour  and 

disappeared.  Three  ounces  more  were  taken  expense  of  time  are  required  for  exposing 

away  the  next  day.     For  two  days  there-  the  interior  of  the  vertebral  canal ;  which  is, 

after  all   the  symptoms    appeared    to  be  therefore,  too  often  neglected  in  examining 

mitigated ;  but  the  skuU  was  flaccid ;  yield-  the  dead  body. 

ing,  like  a  broken  egg^  to  the  gentlest  pres-  There  are  certain  points  in  the  anatomy 

sure.     On  the  evening  of  the  fourtli  day  after  and  physiology  of  the  spinal  cord  which  it  is 

the  first  tapping,    the    respiration   became  necessary  that  you  should  bear  in  mind,  if 

hurried,   the  child   grew   dull,  and,   before  you  would  have  any  clear  notions  even  of 

midnight,  expired.     In  this  case  it  appeared  what  has  been  learned  in  respect  to  its  pa- 

to  me  that  the  chance  of  success  was  baulked  thology. 

by  the  want  of  external  support  subsequently  1.  In  the  first  place  the  spinal  cord  (in- 
to the  tapping.  eluding  the  medulla  oblongata)  is  the  seat 

You  will  not  expect  me  to  draw  any  com-  and  centre  of  that  remarkable  property,  the 

parison  between  the  merits  of  compression  reflex  function ;  by  which  so  many  of  the 

and  of  paracentesis,  as  substantive  remedies,  automatic  movements  of  the  body  are  go- 

They  are  opposite  measures,  and  adapted  to  vemed. 

differeot  and  opposite  conditions  of  the  brain.  2.  In  order  that  we  may  feel,  or  be  con- 
Hie  one  supplies  defect  of  pressure ;  the  scions  of,  what  occurs  in  any  part  of  the 
other  relieves  its  excess.  To  hold  the  ba-  trunk  or  limbs,  and  in  order  that  our  will 
lance  even  requires  much  care,  a  steady  and  to  move  any  such  part  should  be  successful 
gentle  hand,  an  accurate  judgment,  and  in-  and  obeyed,  it  is  necessary  that  there 
cessant  vigilance.  Either  expedient  may  should  be  a  continuity  of  nervous  matter  be- 
suflice,  alone.  Both  may  be  (and  have  been)  tween  the  part  in  question  and  the  brain, 
profitably  employed  in  the  same  case,  in  sue-  If  the  cord  be  cut  across  at  any  point,  or  so 
cession,  according  to  its  varying  circum-  crushed  as  to  be  thoroughly  disorganized  at 
stances.  If  the  walls  of  the  head  be  tight  that  point,  a  complete  abolition  of  sensation 
and  firm,  the  trocar  should  precede  the  ban-  and  of  voluntary  motion  ensues  in  all  those 
dage;  if  lax  and  moveable,  compression  partsof  the  body  that  receive  their  sentient  and 
should  be  cautiously  tried,  and  followed,  if  motor  nerves  from  that  portion  of  the  cord 
need  be,  by  the  puncture.  which  lies  beyond  the  place  of  the  injury, 

reckoning  from  the  brain ;  and  what  is  true 

I  have  now  done  with  the  inflammatory  in  this  respect  of  the  mechanical  division  of 

affections  of  the  brain :  in  conjunction  with  the  cord,  is  equally  true  of  such  disease  as 

which  I  have  also  considered  some  other  pervades  and  spoils  the  nervous  matter  com- 

morbid  conditions,  that  are  cither  connected  posing  it. 

with  inflammation  of  the  contents  of  the  Now  it  follows  from  this,  that  the  effect  of 

cranium,    or  resemble  it  in  some  of  their  disorganizing  forms  of  disease — as  well  as 

phsenomena.     Tlius,  I  have  spoken  of  deli-  the  effects  of  injury — vary  greatly  according 

Hum  tremens,  which  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  to  the  part  of  the  cord  they  occupy, 

for  inflammation  of  the  brain :  of  iofteniny  Thus  any  injury  or  disease  situated  in  the 

Jr&m  diseate  qf  the  cerebral  arteriet,  which  spiual  marrow,    and   pervading    its  whole 

is  liable  to  be  confounded  with  inflammatory  thickness,  where  it  is  contained  within  the 

softening :  of  tumors  of  different  kinds,  which  upper  cervical  vertebrae ,  is  inevitably  fatal  at 

tend  to  produce  inflammation,  or  symptoms  once ;   producing  suffocation  by  paralyzing 

like  those  belonging  to  inflammation  :  and  those  muscles  by  the  play  of  which  the  mo- 

of  chronic  hydrocephalus t  which  sometimes  tions   of  respiration  are  performed.     You 

is  the  sequel,  sometimes  the  precursor,  of  know  that  the  intercostal  muscles  and  the 

acute  hydrocephahis  ;  and  has  other  points  of  diaphragm  have  at  all  times  the  main  share 

analogy  with  that  disease,  the  encephalitis  of  in  carrying  on   the   mechanical  actions  of 

childnm.  respiration ;  and  probably  they  execute  the 
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whole  action  in  every  case  of  ordinary  body  after  death  by  han|s:faig.  What  la  still 
breadiing.  Now  the  intercostal  mascles  are  more  curiona,  you  may  have  nnequirocal 
nppUed  with  nerves  from  the  spinal  cord  manifestations  of  similar  phenomena  in 
all  along  the  dorsal  vertebra ;  and  the  dia-  the  living  body.  I  have  lately  been  in- 
phragm  is  principally  supplied  by  the  phrenic  formed,  by  Dr.  William  Budd,  of  a  case 
nerves,  which  are  chiefly  derived  from  the  in  which  a  man  was  afflicted  with  pa- 
third  and  fourth  cervioil  nerves.  These  raplegia,  in  consequence  of  disease  of  the 
muscles  obey  the  will ;  but  they  act  also  in*  vertebnl  column.  He  was  totally  depriyed 
dependently  of  the  will.  The  pneumogastric  of  the  power  of  moving  his  lower  extremitiea. 
nerve,  with  respect  to  them,  is  an  excito-  Sensation  in  them  was  almost,  yet  not  en- 
rootory  nerve,  and  calls  into  play  a  reflex  tirely  extinct.  A  sharp  pinch,  or  the 
power  which  is  transmitted  from  the  medulla  prick  of  a  pin,  he  could  feel;  but  slight 
oblongata.  Hence  any  profound  injury  of  friction  he  was  quite  unconscious  of :  yet  (as 
the  spinal  cord,  above  the  origin  of  tiie  he  himself  said)  his  limbs  were  not;  for  when 
phrenic  nerves,  stops  both  the  voluntary  and  the  inner  edge  of  the  foot  was  brushed  or 
the  involuntary  movements  of  the  respiratory  tickled  by  the  hand  of  another  person,  the 
muscles,  and  the  individual  perishes  by  corresponding  leg,  over  whieh  he  had  no 
apnoea  in  as  strict  a  sense  as  though  the  voluntary  control,  would  start  up,  and  be 
access  of  air  to  the  lungs  had  been  suddenly  briskly  convulsed.  The  same  thmg  took 
prevented  by  a  ligature  drawn  tightly  round  place,  in  both  limbs,  whenever  he  passed  hia 
his  wind-pipe.  urine  or  fieces ;  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 

Again,  when  a  segment  of  the  cord,  how-  have  an  apparatus  of  straps  and  ligatures  to 

ever  small,   is  disorganized  in  its  cervical  keep  the  legs  down  on  such  occasions.     I 

part,  between  the  origin  of  the  phrenic  and  have  seen  something  like  this  myself*, 

the  origin  of  the  upper  intercostal  nerves,  the  Separate  and  different  filaments  of  the 

breathing  is  not  instantly  suspended ;  but  is  spinal  cord  connect  themselves  with,  or  help 

performeid  entirely  by  means  of  the  dia-  to  form,  different  nerves  which  emerge  from 

phragm,  the  intercostal  muscles  having  no  the  cranio-spinal  axis.     A  knowledge  of  this 

•hare  in  it.     The  ribs  cease  to  rise  and  fall ;  fact  enables  us  to  understand  how  it  happens 

and  the  abdomen  is  alternately  protruded,  (as  it  sometimes  does  happen)  that  the  upper 

and  sinks  back  again.    In  each  case  I  suppose  extremities  «ure  deprived  of  sensibility,  or  of 

the  disease  of  the  cord  to  be  such  as  suffices  voluntary  motion,  or  of  both,  by  disease  of 

to  paralyze  the  parts  supplied  with  nerves  the  cord,  while  the  same  functions  remain 

from  it,  below  the  seat  of  the  disease.     If  perfect  in  the  lower  and  more  distant  limbs, 

disease  of  this  kind  occur  below  the  giving  Here  the  disease  must  have  spared  those 

out  of  the  intercostal  nerves,  the  breathing  is  strands  or  filaments  of  the  cord  which  pass 

not  affected ;  wehave/»arap/«pta  only,  palsy  down  to  connect  themselves  with  the  nerves 

and  loss  of  feeling  in  the  lower  extremities,  given  off  at  the  lower  part  of  the  spine  ; 

and,  pertiaps,  in  the  hips,  or  everi  higher,  while  it  has  affected  those  strands  or  fila- 

Now  a  person  in  this  condition  may  live  a  ments  only  which  belong  to  certain  nerves 

long  time.    When  the  disease  is  situated  be-  from  the  upper  part. 

tween  the  origin  of  the  intercostal  nerves  4.  You  must  bear  in  mind  also  the  tm- 

and  the  origin  of  the  phrenic,  he  may  live  a  portant  discovery  of  Sir  C.  Bell,  that  the  two 

few  days,  but  he  seldom  lives  a  week,  and  roots  by  which  each  spinal  nerve  arises  have 

he  never  survives  a  month  :  and  when  the  distinct  and  different  functions ;  the  anterior 

disease  is  higher  still,  in  the  very  upper  part  roots  being  composed  of  motor  fibrils,  the 

of  the  cord,  above  the  origin  of  the  cervicid  posterior  of  sensiferous. 

nerves,  he  perishes  outright.    Hie  kind  and  It  is  not  so  clear,  although  that  opinion  is, 

degree  of  disease,  therefore,  being  the  same,  I  believe,  a  prevalent  one,  that  the  anterior 

the  character  of  the  symptoms,    and  the  eolumna  of  the  spinal  cord  are  subservient 

amount  of  danger,  differ  remarkably  accord-  to  the  purposes  of  motion,  and  the  posterior 

ing  to  the  »eai  of  Uie  disease.  to  the  faculty  of  sensation,     "niis  has  been 

3.    Although  sense  and  voluntary  mo-  inferred,  too  hastily  perhaps,  from  the  ascer- 

tion    cease    upon    the    disruption    of    the  tained  endowments  of  the  anterior  and  pos- 

communication  with  the  brain,  the  excito-  terior  roo/t  of  the  n^rpef;  and  cases  are  cited 

motory  functions  of  the  separated  portion  which  appear  to  favour  such  a  notion:  but  dien 

of  the  cord  are  not  necessarily  suspended,  other  cases  go  completely  to  contradict  it. 

On  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  acquire  in-  Thus  Mr.  Stanley  has  recently  published  an 

creased  activity.      The  automatic  power  is  account  of  a  patient  who  died  in  St.  Bartho- 

apt  to  run  riot,  as  it  were,  when  the  con-  lomew's  Hospital.     For  some  time  before 

trolling  influence  of  the  sensorium  is  lost,  his  death  he  had  been  completely  unable  to 

Each  of  you  has  probably  seen  the  limbs  of     ~— ^ 

a    recently  decapitated    frog  thrown    into  •TOa  vwy  Interesting  case  has  since  been 

«r{r^i..4^  .^1^^..  u^  *u^  .4^:.»..i...  **^  ».1b«.«;.*«  published.  In  detail,  with  several  othen  rasem- 

violent  action  by  the  stimidus  of  galvamsm.  ^^     ^^  j^  ^^^  ^  ;^,^^  ^  ^  MediccChirur- 

I  have  witnessed  the  same  thing  in  the  human  gical  Transactions. 
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move  hiB  lower  limbs,  throagfaont  their  en-  not  rery  common.  Usoallj,  when  we  have 
tire  extent ;  while  there  was  no  discoverable  meningitis  of  the  cord,  we  have  the  same 
impairment  of  sensation  in  any  part  of  either  disease  also  within  the  cranium  :  usnally  also, 
limb.  The  spinal  cord  was  the  only  part  with  meningitis  of  the  cord,  we  have  more  or 
found  diseased ;  and  the  disease  was  strictly  less  inflammation  of  the  nenrous  matter  oom- 
limited  to  its  posterior  half  or  column,  posing  it.  The  commonest  symptoms  of  in- 
This  portion  of  tiie  cord,  in  its  whole  length,  flammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  cord  (for  I 
from  the  pons  to  its  lower  end,  was  of  a  dark  do  not  pretend  to  speak  of  the  several  mem- 
brown  colour,  and  extremely  soft  and  tena-  bnmes  separately)  appear  to  be  pains,  often 
cious.  The  anterior  half,  in  its  entire  length,  intense,  extending  along  the  spine,  and 
exhibited  its  natural  whiteness  and  firm  con-  stretching  into  the  limbs,  and  aggravated 
sistence.  Tlie  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  usually  by  motion,  and  simulating  ^erefore 
were  unaltered.  rheumatic  pains  :  rigidity  or  tetanic  con- 
It  was  remarkable,  and  illustrative  of  the  traction,  and  sometimes  violent  spasms  of 
difficulty  of  these  subjects,  that  with  the  themnsclesof  the  back  and  neck,  amounting 
change  of  structure  which  the  cervical  por-  in  some  instances  to  perfect  opisthotonos  : 
tion  of  the  cord  had  undergone  in  this  in-  a  similar  affection  of  other  muscles  also,  as 
stance,  there  was  no  impairment  either  of  those  of  the  upper  or  lower  extremities :  a 
motion  or  sensation  in  the  upper  limbs.  sense  of  constriction  in  various  parts,  in 
5.  We  must  not  forget  that  the  brain,  and  the  neck,  back,  and  abdomen,  as  if  those 
the  spinal  cord,  which  are  distinct  from,  but  parts  were  girt  by  a  tight  string :  a  feeling 
yet  continuous  with  each  other,  sympathixe  of  suffocation :  retention  of  urine:  obstinate 
largely  and  mutually  under  disease.  This  constipation:  and  with  these  symptoms, 
circumstance  throws  an  additional  obscurity  rigors  often. 

over  the  study  of  their  morbid  conditions.         You  are  not  to  expect  all  the  symptoms 

Iti8one,however,  which  we  cannot  avoid,  but  which  I  have  been  enumerating  in  every 

which  we  must  estimate  and  allow  for,  in  case :  they  will  vary  according  to  the  seat 


our  observation  of   diseases,    as    we  best  and  extent  of  the  inflammation.     We  need 

may.  not  wonder  at  the  spasmodic  symptoms, 

6.  There  are  a  few  remarks  made  by  Dr.  when  we  recollect  that  the  nerves  which 

Abercrombie  in  relation  to  some    of   t^e  issue  from  the  body  of  the  cord  receive  a 

anatomical  dispositions  of  the  cord  and  its  covering  from  its  pia-mater.    The  pain  felt 

investing  membranes,  which  may  help  as  to  along  the  coarse  of  the  spine  itself  is  said  to 

comprehend  better  some  of  their  morbid  be  aggravated  by  percussion  of  the  spine, 

contingencies.    Thus,  with  respect  to  the  but  not  by  simple  pressure ;  and  this  seems 

dura  mater  of  the  cord,  it  Is  practically  of  very  likely. 

importance  to  recollect   "  that  it  adheres  I  know  of  no  way  in  which  I  can  so  well 

very  slightly  to  the  canal  of  the  vertebrae  by  hope  to  awaken  an  interest  in  you  about  these 

a  very  loose  cellular  texture ;  and  that  it  ad-  diseases,  or  to  offer  you  instruction  respect- 

heres  very  intimately  to  the  margin  of  the  ing  them,  as  by  instances.    The  following  I 

foramen  magnum.     In  this  manner  a  cavity  take,  abridging  it  somewhat,  from  Dr.  Aber- 

is  produced  betwixt  the  membrane  and  the  crombie.     A  man,  twenty-six  years  old,  had 

inner  surface  of  the  spinal  canal  (external,  t.  e.  for  several  yean  been  subject  to  suppuration 

to  the  membrane),  which  cavity  may  be  the  of  the  left  ear ;  suffering  occasional  attacks 

seat  of  effusion,  and  which  has  no  communi-  of  pain  on  that  side  of  the  head,  which  were 

cation  with  the  cavity  of  the  cranium.     On  followed  by  a  more  copious  discharge  from 

the  other  hand,  the  space  between  the  dure  the  ear.     In  the  firat  week  of  April  he  be- 

mater  and  the  pia  mater  (or  membrane  im-  came  ill,  with  pain  of  the  forehead  and  ocd- 

mediately  covering  the  cord),  communicates  put,  disturbed  sleep,  and  loss  of  appetite ; 

freely  with  the  cavity  of  the  cranium ;    so  but  no  fever.     At  the  end  of  the  week  he 

that  fluid  may  pass  easily  from  one  to  the  complained  of   pain  extending  along  the 

other,   according    to   the   position    of   the  neck.    This   pain  gradually  passed  down- 

body."  wards  in  the  course  of  the  spine,  and  de- 
serted the  head ;  and  at  last,  after  many 

Inflammation    qf  the  Spinal  Cord, — I  days,  it  fixed  itself  with  intense  severity  at 

shall  pursue  the  same  order,  in  speaking  of  the  lower  part  of  the  spine ;  shooting  thence 

the  inflammatory   affections  of  the  spinal  round  the  body  towards  the  crests  of  the  ilia, 

cord,  as  I  followed  in  respect  to  the  analo-  He  became  affected  also  with  great  uneasi- 

gous  conditions  of  the  enoephalon.     And,  ness  over  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  and 

first,  let  us  inquire  what  hu  been  noticed  ^th  great  pain  and  difficulty  in  passing  his 

of  inflammation  of  the  membranea  of  the  urine.     About  the  end  of  the  second  week 

cord.     They  may  undergo  inflammation,  in-  in  April  his  sufferings  had  become  extreme, 

dependently  of  the  substance  of  the  cord.  He  could  not  lie  in  bed  for  five  minutes  at  a 

and  independently  of  the  brain  :  but  this  is  time,  but  was  generally  walking  about  the 
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hooM  In  a  itate  of  great  agttatloD,  gruplng  cord,  which  Is  usually  attended  with  dimi- 
the  lower  part  of  hia  back  with  both  his  mshed  senaibiUty.  In  the  case  that  I  have 
hands,  and  gnashing  his  tieth  with  the  in«  quoted  from  Dr.  Abercrombie,  the  intense 
tensity  of  the  pain.  He  had  no  interral  of  pain  underwent  no  remission  or  abatement. 
eeae,  and  was  lometimea  Snooherent  and  un-  In  one  of  OUivier'a  examples,  there  was,  at 
manageable.  On  the  16th  he  went  to  taka  theoommenoement  of  the  disease,  a  atrildn^ 
a  warm  bath,  walking  down  three  stairs,  intermittenoe  of  the  pain ;  it  came  on  with 
and  into  an  adjoining  street,  with  little  aa-  intense  aeverity  at  ten  at  ni^t,  and  lasted 
sistanoe.  His  spe^  aftoiraxds  became  till  three  in  the  morning, 
somewhat  affected :  there  were  oonvulsiTe  The  causes  of  spinal  meningitis  are  not 
twitches  of  his  face,  and  difficulty  of  swal-  always  to  be  discovered.  It  sometimes  ex- 
lowing.  Some  transient  squinting  also  was  tends  from  within  the  cranium.  It  may  be 
observed.  The  pulse  was  now  very  frequent,  excited  by  external  violence  to  the  spine. 
On  the  18th,  while  sitting  in  a  chair,  he  of  which  a  good  specimen  has  been  recorded 
suddenly  threw  his  head  backwards  with  by  Sir  Charles  BcJl :  —  A  waggoner  sitting 
great  violence,  and  immediately  fell  into  a  on  the  shafts  of  his  cart,  was  thrown  off  by 
state  of  coma,  in  which  he  remained  for  two  a  sudden  jerk,  and  pitched  upon  the  back  of 
hours,  when  he  died.  During  the  whole  his  neck  and  shoulders.  He  was,  taken  to 
disease  there  had  been  no  paralysb,  except  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  where  be  lay  for  a 
the  slight  affection  of  his  speech  i  no  diffi-  week,  without  complaining  of  any  thhig  ex- 
eulty  of  breathing ;  no  vomiting ;  and  no  oept  stiffness  of  the  back  part  of  the  neck, 
convulsion  except  the  twitching  of  his  hoo  He  could  move  all  his  limbs  with  freedcHn. 
the  day  before  his  death.  T^  pulse  was  On  the  eighth  day  after  his  admission  he  was 
small  and  irregular.  The  bowels  were  easily  seised  with  general  convulsions  and  locked 
kept  open,  but  the  pain  in  his  back  was  jaw.  After  a  few  hours  he  wss  affected 
much  increased  by  going  to  stool.  Two  with  a  singular  convulsive  motion  of  the  jaw, 
days  before  his  deaUi  he  had  several  attacks  which  continued  in  violent  and  incessant 
of  shivering ;  and  much  purulent  matter  movement  for  about  five  minutes.  This  was 
was  discharged  from  his  left  ear  during  his  followed  by  maniacal  delirium.  He  then 
illness.  sunk  into  a  state  resembling  typhus  fever  ; 

Upon  a  very  careful  examination  of  his  and  after  four  days  was  found  to  be  palsied 

body,  every  part  of  the  brain  waa  found  to  and  iosensible  in  his  lower  extremities.    The 

be  in  the  most  healthy  state.   Some  gelatinous  day  before  his  death  he  recovered  sensation 

deposition  was  'found  under  the  medklla  in  his  legs. 

oblongata  ,•  and  purulent  matter  flowed,  in  On  dissection,  a  great  quantity  of  pum- 

considerable  quantity,  out  of  the  spinal  c«ial.  lent  matter  was  found  within  the  spinal 

The  spine  being  entirely  laid  open,  the  cord  canal.    It  appeared  to  have  formed  ii>out 

was  found  covered  with  a  coating  of  purulent  the  last  cervical  and  the  first  dorsal  vertebne, 

matter,  which  lay  betwixt  it  and  its  mem*  and  to  have  dropped  dovm,  by  its  own 

branes.    The  matter  waa  most  abundant  at  gravity,  to  the  lower  part  of  the  canal  i 

three  places ;  at  the  upper  part,  near  the  where  it  produced  palsy  and  ansesthesia  of 

foramen  magnum — about  the  middle  of  the  the  inferior  Umbs  by  the  pcessure  it  oc- 

dorsal  region — and  at  the  top  of  the  sacrum  :  casioned. 
but  it  was  also  distributed  over  the  other  parts 

with  much  uniformity.  The  substance  of  the  Inflammation  of  the  tuUianee  of  the  spbal 

cord  waa  soft,  and  separated  into  filaments  cord  leads  to  the  same  changes  in  its  texture 

in  some  places.    All  the  other  vbcera  were  which  have  been  already  spoken  of  as  being 

healthy.  often  the  results,  in  the  brain,  of  inflamma- 

You  may  find  several  interesting  examples  tion  of  the  cerebral  matter.     Softening  — 

of  this  form  of  disease  in  0//tmer'«  TretUiee  induration  —  suppuration.       I    need   not, 

on  the  Spinal  Marrow,     The  prominent  therefore,  again  describe  the  physical  cha- 

symptom   was    generally  painf  referred  to  racters  of  these  alterations, 

some  part  of  the  spine,  and  increased  bp  The  symptoms  which  flow  from  uiflam- 

motion;    and  what  is  curious,  sometimes  mation  of  the  nervous  pulp  of  which  the 

little  complained  of  except  upon  motion,  spinal  marrow  is  composed,  are  by  no  means 

In  general,  also,  it  extended  along  some  of  uniform ;  nor  can  we  expect  that  they  should 

the  limbs,  and  was  accompanied  by  mns-  be  so,   when  we  recollect  what  has  been 

cular  rigidity,  or  tetanic  spasms.     Palsy  oc-  already    stated    of    the    different    effects 

carred  in  one  case:  but  this  seemed  to  have  that  must  ensue  according  as  different  parta 

been  owing  to  evening  of  the  cord  itaelf.  of  the  cord  happen  to  be  implicated.     The 

Constantly  there  was  increased  sensibUity ;  a  phenomena  will  vary  likewise,  according  as 

drcumstanoe  which  OUivier  thinks  calculated  the  inflammation  is  acute  or  chronic.    If  we 

to  distinguish  inflammation  of  the  membranes  bear  in  mind  how  many  parts  of  the  body 

from  Inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  depend  for  their  power  of  motion,  and  for 
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their  seDfl(bllltf,  upon  the  integrity  of  the  The  brain  was  found  to  be  healthy  through- 
spinal  cord,  we  shall  not  be  Burprised  at  the  out.  Much  bloody  fluid  was  diacharged  from 
diversity  and  multiplicity  of  the  symptoms  the  spinal  canal  into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium 
that  flow  from  disease  of  the  cord.  We  shall  before  the  spine  was  laid  open.  On  diaplay- 
expect  to  find,  and  we  actually  do  find,  some  ing  the  spinal  cavity  itself,  the  cord  was  found 
such  an  arrangement  of  those  symptoms  as  in  a  state  of  complete  softening,  from  the 
the  following.  When  the  upper  portion  of  second  to  the  last  cervical  vertebra.  The 
the  spinal  marrow  is  inflamed,  or  partly  portions  above  and  below  that  part  were  quite 
disorganized,  we  look  for  convidsive  aflec-  healthy  (Abererotnbie), 
tiona  of  the  head  and  fiaoe;  inarticulate  €k>mparing  this  case  with  the  one  I 
speech,  loss  of  voice,  trismus,  difficult  deglu-  detailed  of  meningitis,  we  find  that  pain  was 
tition :  as  we  go  somewhat  lower  we  should  present  in  both,  but  more  severely  so  in  the 
anticipate  difficulty  of  breathing,  irregular  case  of  inflammation  of  the  membranes  :  we 
action  of  the  heart,  constriction  of  the  chest:  find,  also,  that  stiffness  and  spasm  of  the 
and  proceeding  lower  still,  vomiting,  pain  of  muscles  marked  tbe  meningitis ;  palsy  ttie 
the  belly,  sensation  of  a  cord  tied  round  the  inftammatUm  qfthe  substance  ^f  the  spinal 
abdomen,  dysuria,  retention  of  urine,  incon-  cord.  In  neither  of  them  were  the  in- 
tinence  of  urine,  constipation,  tenesmus,  tellectual  functions  disturbed  till  towards  the 
involuntary  stools.  And  with  respect  to  the  last.  I  believe  that  the  characters  now 
voluntary  muscles  corresponding  to  these  pointed  out  belong  to  these  forms  of  disease 
parts  of  the  spinal  marrow,  convulsions,  or  respectively, 
palsy ;  or  palsy  succeeding  to  convukions.  I  shall  take,  from  the  same  store-house, 

I  must  again  have  recourse  to  examples,  one  more  case,  in  which  both  the  membranes 

to  put  you  more  fully  than  any  attempted  and  the  cord  were  simultaneously  inflamed ; 

abstract  picture  could  put  you  in  possession  and    which,    therefore,    was  analogous   to 

of  such  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  cord  as  encephalitis.  And  I  quote  it  the  rather  because 

you  may  expect  to  meet  wilh  in  practice.  it  possesses  one  or  two  points  of  peculiar 

A  man,  56  years  old,  was  exposed  to  interest.  A  young  man,  of  unhealthy  con- 
severe  cold,  while  travelling  on  the  outside  stitution,  18  years  old,  had  suffered  for  some 
of  a  coach.  After  thia  he  was  attacked  time  from  ulcers  in  various  parts  of  the 
with  pain  in  the  right  arm  and  leg,  most  body,  accompanied  by  exfoliations  of  bone 
severe  about  the  shoulder,  but  affecting  the  from  the  leg,  thigh,  and  sacrum.  For  several 
whole  side,  and  he  had  also  considerable  months  before  his  fiital  attack  he  had  a  sore 
headache.  He  soon  perceived  some  loss  of  on  his  head,  as  big  as  a  shilling,  with  caries 
power  in  tbe  affected  limbs ;  and  the  pro-  of  the  bone  beneath  it.  At  lei^th  he  began 
gress  of  this  was  very  curious.  It  began  at  to  complain  of  pain  in  the  loms,  vrithout 
the  upper  part  of  the  arm,  and  extended  fever.  On  the  2d  of  October  this  pain  had 
downwards  so  gradually,  that  he  was  able  to  increased ;  it  was  chiefly  seated  among  the 
write  distinctly,  after  he  had  lost  the  power  lower  dorsal  vertebrae,  and  extended  down- 
of  raising  the  arm,  or  bending  the  elbow,  wards  in  the  course  of  the  ureter,  with  a 
Then  the  1^  became  affected  in  the  same  frequent  desire  to  pass  urine.  Then  the 
gradual  manner,  and  after  ten  or  twelve  days  pain  descended  lower,  into  tbe  sacrum,  and 
from  the  comm^oement  of  the  disease,  the  the  symptoms  referable  to  the  bladder 
whole  leg  and  arm  had  become  completely  ceased.  But  soon  afterwards  pain  in  the 
paralytic.  Some  pain  continued  in  the  parts,  belly  came  on,  and  numbness  of  the  inner 
and  it  was  occasionally  severe,  especially  in  side  of  the  tldghs,  and  retention  of  urine ; 
the  leg.  Repeated  blood-letting,  and  purga^  and  in  two  days  after  this  there  was  perfect 
tives,  and  blistering,  were  employed.  His  palsy  of  both  thighs  and  legs,  without  lass 
mind  remained  quite  entire.  His  pulse  was  qf/eeUng ;  retention  of  urine,  and  involun* 
8*1,  and  rather  weak.  After  some  time  the  tary  stoob.  He  had  still  some  pain  in  the 
lrf$  arm  became  paralytic,  rather  suddenly  $  lower  part  of  the  dorsal  region.  He  died  at 
but  it  was  not  so  completely  motionless  as  length,  on  the  14th  of  .October,  having  con- 
the  limb  on  the  right  side  :  the  1^  leg  was  tinned  qatte  sensible  till  about  six  hours 
not  at  all  affected.  Slight  delirium  occurred,  before*  There  had  not  been  the  smallest 
but  passed  off  again.  At  the  end  of  two  approach  to  a  renewal  of  power  of  tbe  lower 
months,  after  the  exposure  to  cold,  he  extremities,  but  their  sensibility  remained, 
again  became  delirious,  and  his  pulse  got  There  wn  palsy  t  bat  m)  anasthesia. 
feebler  and  rapid :  he  then  fell  into  a  state  All  was  quite  sound  in  the  brain,  except 
of  stupor,  muttering  incoherently,  but  some  old  tiuckening  of  the  dura  mater  in 
answerisig  questions  distinctly  when  he  was  the  neighbouriiood  of  the  diseased  bone, 
roused.  He  lost  his  speedi  a  few  hours  In  opening  the  spinal  canal,  some  purulent 
before  death.  For  the  last  eight  or  ten  matter  flowed  out,  during  the  sawing,  from 
days  there  had  been  ooiiaiderable  sloughing  about  the  middle  of  the  dorsal  region  ;  and 
of  tbe  sacrum.  one  of  the  vertebne  at  that  place  was  found 
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carious.      There  was  an  extensive  deposit  trace  of   injury.       He  became  powerless, 

of   ilocculent  matteri    haying    a    purulent  both  in  the  upper  and  lower  extremities, 

appearance,  upon  the  outside  of  the  mem-  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  injury, 

branes  of  the  cord.      Bloody  sanious  fluid  His  stools  pattsed  from  him   without  his 

was  discharged  from  beneath  its  dura  mater,  being  aware  of  it,  and  it  was  necessary  to 

and  its  pia  mater  was  highly  vascular.     The  use  the  catheter  to  empty  hiB  bladder.     He 

substance  of  the  cord  was  found  most  exten-  breathed  entirely  by  the  diaphragm — that 

sively  disorganized  along  nearly  the  whole  is,  his  thorax  was  motionless,  and  his  abdo- 

extent  of  the  dorsal  portion.     The  anterior  men  rose  and  fell  with  every  alternate  act 

columns  of  this  part  were  completely  broken  of  inspiration  and  expiration.     These  symp- 

down  into  a  soft  diffluent  pulp ;    on  the  toms  are  perfectly  distinctive  of  injury  to 

posterior  part  the  cord  was  more  entire,  the  cord  between  the  origins  of  the  phrenic 

When  the  whole  cord  was  taken  out,  and  and  intercostal  nerves.     He  suffercHl  pain 

suspended,  it  hung  together  by  the  posterior  about  the  middle  part  of  the  neck  bebdnd. 

columns  of  the  dorsal  portion,  while  the  He  went  on  exceedingly  well  for  four  or  five 

anterior  part  of  it  fell  off  entirely,  in  a  soft  days,    and    then  the  nurse  very  foolishly 

half  fluid  state.     The  parts  above  and  below  acceded  to  his  request  to  be  turned  on  his 

the  diseased  portion  were  quite  firm  and  side,  which  caused  his  death  in  a  very  few 

healthy.  minutes.     This  is  not  the  only  instance,  by 

The  complete  palsy  in  this  instance,  going  the  way,  in  which  life  has  been  suddenly 
along  with  the  destruction  of  the  anterior  extinguished  by  similar  imprudence.  The 
columns  ;  and  the  persistence  of  the  sensi-  lesson  may  be  useful.  There  was  another 
bility,  the  posterior  columns  being  compara-  patient  in  the  same  hospital,  who  had  frac- 
tively  entire ;  invest  the  case  with  a  remark-  tured  the  spinal  column  about  the  cervical 
able  degree  of  interest.  We  might  infer  vertebne.  Among  other  remedial  measures, 
from  it  that  the  anterior  half  of  the  cord  is  the  surgeon  had  directed  that  his  head  should 
the  channel  through  which  the  power  to  be  shaved.  Th^barber  had  performed  half 
move  the  limbs  is  transmitted,  while  their  his  task,  and  was  turning,  with  his  hands, 
sensations  are  carried  along  its  posterior  the  unfortunate  man's  head  into  a  more  con- 
half  ;  but  we  are  checked  from  so  concluding,  venient  position  for  completing  it,  when  he 
by  such  cases  as  the  one  recorded  by  Mr.  suddenly  expired.  The  twist  was  fatal  to 
Stanley.       These    apparent    inconsistencies  him. 

may  puzzle,  but  they  ought  not  to  discou-  On  the  examination  of  the  body  of  the 
rage  you.  That  time,  and  our  advancing  patient  whose  case  I  was  mentioning,  a  very 
science,  will  at  length  explain  and  reconcile  remarkable  state  of  the  spinal  column  was 
them,  I  cannot  doubt.  Meanwhile  they  found.  The  fifth  and  sixth  cervical  vertebne 
teach  a  lesson  which  .  many  practitioners  were  dislocated  from  each  other  without  any 
much  need — ^viz.  that  it  is  unphilosophical  fracture  :  a  thing  which  has  sometimes  been 
and  unsafe  to  draw  general  conclusions  from  pronounced  impossible.  The  articular  pro- 
single  cases  of  disease.  cesses  were  fairly  separated ;    and  the  ver- 

We  are  much  instructed  in  regard  to  the  tebne  were  also   forced    asunder,    by  the 

effects  of  inflammation,  or  any  other  cause  detachment  of  one  of  them  from  the  inter- 

of  disorganization,   confined  to   a    limited  vertebral  substance.      The  nervous  matter 

portion  qf  the  eordt  by  observing  what  takes  of  the  cord  opposite  the  point  of  dislocation 

place  in  those  injuries  in  which  the  bones  was  quite  soft. 

of  the  vertebral    column   are    broken,   or  There  is  one  very  common  and  distressing 

displaced.     Of  course  I  do  not  dwell  upon  consequence  of  such  disease  of  the  spinid 

these  accidents,  for  they  belong  to  surgery ;  marrow  as  produces  paraplegia,  not  particu- 

but  I  have  seen  a  good  many  of  them,  and  larly  noted  in  any  of  the  cases  which  I  have 

watched  them  with  much  interest.      The  related,  but  always  to  be  looked  for.     The 

symptoms  are  much  more  uniform  than  when  muscles,  by  means  of  which  the  bladder 

inflammation    occurs  within  the   vertebral  empties  itself,  are  apt  to  participate  in  the 

canal,  independently  of  external  injury  ;  sim-  palsy  ;  and  then  the  bladder  empties  itself 

ply  because  the  injury  to  the  cord  is  more  no  longer.      The  urine  accumulates  in  it, 

definite  and  local.     But  such  cases  are  very  and  distends  it,  and  the  ureter  even  becomes 

valuable  objects  of  study  to  the  physician,  distended  ;    and  in   this  way  not  only  the 

I  remember  several  that  occurred  when  I  present  but  the  prospective  danger  is  in- 

was  a  dresser  in  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital ;  creased.      For  the    foundation    of    future 

and  I  will  state  very  briefly  the  particulars  disease  in  the  kidneys  is  often  thus  laid, 

of  one,  as  an  exemplar.     In  the  year  1820,  even  when  such  distension  of  the  bladder 

a  man  was  brought  there  who  had  been  by  its  retained  contents  occurs  independently 

thrown  out  of  a  tilt  cart,  in  consequence  of  of  any  disease  of  the  spine ;  as  it  may  do 

a  dray  running  foul  of  it.     He  had  pitched  from  stricture ;   from   enlargement  of   the 

upon  his  bead,  which  shewed  however  no  prostate ;  or  even  from  the  voluntary  reten- 
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tion  of  the  urine  beyond  a  certain  period,  until  obaeiration  made  him  acquainted  with 
through  feelings  of  delicacy.  You  are  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  new  type 
look  out,  I  Bay,  for  this  distension  of  the  setting  in.  We  shall  devote  a  sufficient 
bladder,  and  reliere  or  prevent  it  by  the  number  of  our  clinical  lectures,  commencing 
introduction  of  a  catheter  through  the  to-day,  to  an  examination  and  attentive  ob- 
ureUira.  You  must  not  be  deceived  by  servation  of  our  present  epidemic  fever,  and 
being  told  that  the  patient  passes  plenty  of  endeavour  to  make  our  observations  as  purely 
water ;  that  it  even  runs  from  him.  Incon-  practicable  as  possible,  recollecting  that  the 
tinenoe  of  urine  is,  in  fact,  in  these  cases,  whole  and  final  object  of  clinical  medicine  is 
though  it  may  sound  paradoxical,  a  sign  oif  the  treatment  of  disease.  The  prefatory  ob- 
retention  of  urine.  The  urine  dribbles  away  serv'ations  on  the  nature  of  fever  I  shall  make 
because  the  bladder  admits  of  no  further  as  short  as  possible.  The  different  opinions 
distension  ;  it  overflows,  and  runs  out  at  as  to  its  nature  may  be  divided  into  two 
the  natural  orifice,  but  the  bladder  remains  classes ;  the  firfet  comprising  those  of,  gene- 
constantly  full  and  stretched.  You  must  rally  speaking,  our  own  physicians,  who  con- 
make  an  examination,  therefore,  of  the  aider  fever  as  an  essential  or  primary  disease; 
hypogastric  region  with  your  hand.  If  you  and  the  second  those  of  many  celebrated 
find  that  part  of  the  belly  hard  and  resist-  schools  and  physicians,  among  whom  is 
ing,  and  giving  out  a  dull  sound  on  per-  reckoned  the  celebrated  Louis,  who  consi- 
eussion,  you  may  be  sure,'  in  these  cases  dered  fever  to  have  no  existence  as  an  inde- 
(where  there  is  paralysis  of  the  lower  extre-  pendent  or  primary  disease ;  but  regard 
mities,  and  the  water  dribbles  away),  that  it  as  the  result  or  consequence  of  a  local 
the  bladder  is  full,  and  has  lost  the  power  disease ;  and  of  those  holding  this  opinion, 
of  expelling  its  contents.  Sometimes  you  by  far  the  greater  number  consider  typhus 
may  recognize  the  fluctuation  of  the  urine  as  the  constitutional  disturbance  produced 
in  the  distended  bladder,  and  ascertain  the  by  inflammation  of  the  glandulae  aggr^gatse 
globular  shape  of  that  organ.  It  will  rise  of  the  intestines.  Dr.  Christison,  however, 
even  beyond  the  umbilicus.  But  what  I  states  that  Louis  has  latterly  much  modified 
chiefly  wished  to  point  out  to  you  is,  the  his  opinion ;  and  has  admitted  that  typhus 
circumstance  that  the  bladder  becomes  dis-  may  exist  without  the  peculiar  affection  of 
eased,  and  the  urine  altered  in  quality,  the  intestinal  canal.  I  think  it  is  hard  to 
under  this  state  of  palsy.  The  urine  becomes  contemplate  our  cases  of  typhus  without 
thick,  ropy,  and  alkaline,  and  exhales  a  very  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  our  opinion  in 
offensive  ammoniacal  smell ;  and  the  inner  this  country  is  correct,  which  views  our 
surface  of  the  bladder  is  found,  after  death,  typhus  fever  as  an  essential  primary  disease, 
to  be  thickened,  red,  and  covered  with  and  existing  without  any  local  structural 
adhesive  mucus — in  a  state  of  chronic  lesion, 
inflammation,  in  short.  Let  me  just  recal  your  attention  to  the 

— case  of  Geogbegan,  in  No.  1.     His  disease 

CLINICAL  LECTURES,  was  a  well-marked  specimen  of  our  maculated 

Br  Dr.  Cobrioan,  typhus  fever;  we  saw  him  comatose,  lying 

Delivered  at  the  Hardwicke  Fever  and  T^^^'^I^'^T^S'^k^T'  fltf 

Whitworth  Hospital,  Dublin,  ''''  ^V  *^!  «*^  ^!^,^J^  *  ^^  ^^J^: 

^    ,       ._    «     .       '         ^  •  8km  thickly  maculated;  with  very  great 

During  the  SesMon,  184(M1*.  prostration    of   strength,    and    involuntary 

T  ^, .,„._. -ITT      /!?-„«   vr^   1  \  stools;  with  sensibility  so  much  diminished 

Lecture  1II.-.(Fever.  No.  1.)  ^^  ^  ^^^  remamed  fixed,  and  we  were 

Present  epidemic  a  prinuary  or  eecimdary  obliged  to  use  the  catheter  to  draw  off  his 
dieeaeer  Cases  qf  Geoghepan,  Pureell,  „rine.  A  crisis  took  phwxs;  and  in  less 
and  (if  WaUh.  Considerations  on  Pa^  than  two  days  there  was  nothing  to  be  con- 
thohgy  in  relation  to  treatment,  8fe.  tended  against  but  debility ;  pulse  became 
It  has  been  observed  by  Sydenham,  and  regular,  tongue  clean,  and  sensibility  natural; 
indeed  by  every  practical  physician,  that  the  sleep  returned,  and  not  a  trace  or  symptom 
type  of  fever  is  frequently  changing ;  and  of  local  structural  disease  of  intestinal  canal 
Uiat  there  is,  for  the  treatment  of  ^t  dis-  remained.  It  is  not  possible  to  suppose,  in 
ease,  no  knowledge  more  desirable  than  an  such  a  case  as  this,  that  if  those  symptoms 
acquaintance  with  the  epidemic  constitution  depended  on  structural  disease',  or  local  in- 
of  the  time  being.  Sydenham,  one  of  the  flammation,  they  could  so  rapidly  subside, 
most  accurate  of  observers,  has  further  It  is  not  possible  to  suppose  that  local  in- 
noticed,  that  when  the  type  dianged  he  was  flammation  or  ulceration  could  so  rapidly 
frequently  very  unsuccessful  in  his  practice,  disappear.  We  do  not  see,  in  ordinary  cases, 
— — — — — - — -  — : : —  local  inflammation,  even  of  a  slight  degree, 

SUM  ceUsT"  form  or  nature  as  to  give  rise,  according  to 
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the  locallzen,   to   fever,   or  to  ajmptovoA  granting  it,  for  the  sake  of  reasoning,  to  be 

carrying  with  them  such  hazard  of  life.  the  disetue,  of  which  the  general  fever  ia^but 

Contrast,  now,  Geoghegan's  case  with  the  consequence ;  still,  when  you  look  at  a 
PurcelVs,  in  the  same  wanl.  In  Puroell's  patient,  in  fever,  even  if  you  take  this  view, 
there  arose,  in  the  course  of  the  fever,  an  you  must  not  forget  that  there  is  also  th^ 
undoubted  complication  of  disease  of  the  constitutional  derangement,  and  the  local 
mucous  tissue  of  the  intestinal  canal ;  but  alteration,  to  be  taken  equally  into  account, 
how  different  has  been  the  progress  of  the  and  that  even  though  the  constitutional  de- 
case.  His  illness  has  been  prolonged,  he  has  ra&gement  be  but  an  effect,  it  will  often 
lost  much  flesh,  the  amendment  has  been  require  more  of  your  consideration  than  the 
very  slow ;  relapses  of  diarrhoea  and  torDiina  locid  disease.  What  would  you  think  of  a 
have  been  frequent,  and  it  is  only  at  the  end  surgeon  who,  in  a  case  of  calculus  in  the 
of  some  weeks  from  the  termination  of  the  bladder,  or  diseased  extremity,  in  which  the 
fever  that  we  can  now  safely  pronounce  him  strength  was  gone,  and  constitution  shat- 
convalescent.  We  have,  however,  still  more  tered,  by  irritative  fever,  would  proceed  at 
decisive  evidence  on  this  point.  Honoria  once,  utterly  regardless  of  the  state  of  the 
Walsh  died  on  the  fourteeuth  day  of  fever,  constitution,  or  general  functions  of  the 
with  all  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  severe  system,  to  operate  on  this  principle,  arguing 
maculated  fever.  The  immediate  cause  of  thus  :  that  as  the  constitutional  derangement 
her  death  was  sudden  ctfusion  on  the  brain  was  only  the  effect  of  the  local  injury,  he 
and  into  the  bronchial  tube;).  Slie  died  just  should  therefore  diar^ard  altogether  the 
at  the  time  when  the  maculated  fever  was  at  constitutional  derangement ;  that  it  was  only 
its  height;  and  had  the  fever  been  dependent  an  effect ;  that  he  would  therefore  direct,  at 
on  local  disease  in  the  follicles  of  the  intes-  once,  his  whole  energy  to  the  removal  of  the 
tinal  canal,  we  should  have  found  it  extensive,  acting  primary  cause,  in  the  expectation  that 
or  in  some  degree  corresponding  either  in  the  removal  of  the  effect  would  follow.  You 
extent  or  intensity  with  the  severity  of  the  know  what  the  result  would  be :  his  patient 
fever.  Instead  of  this,  on  a  careful  examina-  would  die  cured.  Now  the  very  same  fault 
tion,  we  could  only  find  one  trifling  patch  of  would  be  committed  by  a  physician  who, 
the  glandulse  aggregatae  more  slightly  deve-  standing  at  the  bed-side  of  a  patient,  in 
loped  than  natural ;  but  neither  redder  than  typhus  fever,  would  see  nearly  all  the  im- 
natural  nor  ulcerated.  It  would  be  obviously  portant  functions  of  life  deranged,  would  ^ 
absurd  to  attribute  to  a  local  alteration  so  nevertheless  disregard  the  state  of  the  system 
trifling  as  this  such  tremendous  consequences  generally,  and  overlooking  all  this,  would  fix 
as  the  production  of  typhus  fever  through  his  attention  exclusively  on  some  local  altera- 
the  whole  constitution.  It  would  be  out  of  tion,  and  direct  his  efforts  alone  against  that, 
place  here,  in  a  clinical  lecture,  to  go  into  Hi*  patient,  too,  would  die  cured, 
further  proofs  of  the  accuracy  of  our  views  Thus,  if  we  even  admit  the  pathology  of 
of  the  essential  or  primary  nature  of  fever,  fever  to  be,  what  many  of  our  continental 
than  are  furnished  by  the  cases  falling,  at  physicians  believe,  a  local  disease,  we  must 
the  present  time,  under  our  immediate  still  be  carefully  on  our  guard  that  this  pa- 
observation,  thology  shall  not  lead  us  into  a  dangerous 

Sup]K>0ing,   however,   we  were  even    to  error  in  treatment.     Ifwe  admit  the  existence 

admit  that  the  local  disease  could  be  a  cause  of  local  disease  in  fever  even,  as  an  incidental 

of  those  constitutional  derangements  to  which  occurrence,  or  as  the  primary  cause,  still  let 
we  give  the  name  of  typhus  fever,  let  us    us  keep  this  consideration  in  our  mind :  — 

inquire  how  far — for  tliis  is  a  very  important  There  is  local  disease,   and   there  is   dis- 

practical  consideration — how  far  this  is  to  be  turbance  of  vital  functions;   from  which  of 

permitted  to  influence  practice.  There  is  no  these  two  is  the  greater  dan^^er  at  the  present 
reflection  I  know  more  likely  to  arise  in  the  moment  to  be  dreaded  ?  It  may  happen 
mind  of  the  observer  than  this.  Let  us  learn  that  measures  against  both  may  be  combined ; 
from  pathology  tEe  local  disease  or  injury  but  if  not,  then  it  is  obvious  that  if  some  one 
that  causes  the  symptoms  or  constitutionad  or  more  of  the  primary  functions,  on  the  con- 
disturbance.  We  may  then  disregard  the  tinuanoe  of  the  action  of  which  even  life 
latter;  it  is  only  an  effect.  All  we  have  to  depends,  be  so  deranged  as  to  threaten  rapid 
do  is  to  cure  the  former ;  when  the  cause  is  wearing  out  of  life,  even  though  that  derange- 
removed  the  effect  will  cease.  This  sounds  ment  he  but  an  effect,  it  claims  for  the  time 
very  plausible ;  but  the  man  who  would  act  our  first  care.  It  is  not  from  the  amount 
on  it  would  make  a  very  bad  physician,  of  structural  change  in  the  intestines,  even 
There  is  no  aphorism  more  true  than  this :  admitting  this  to  be  the  cause  of  typhus, 
that  you  may  cure  a  disease  and  kill  a  pa-  that  a  patient  dies ;  it  is  from  the  derange- 
tient.  A  patient  may  die  cured.  Admit-  ment  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  vital 
ting  local  disease  to  be  either  incidentally  pre-  functions.  To  remove  or  repair  that  de- 
sent   in  fever,  or  eveo  going  farther,  and     rangement — to    restore    or    support    those 
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primary  fiinetlons,  then,  our  efforts  In  fever  connected,  that,  let  the  first  alteration  com- 

muat  most  often  be  directed,  no  matter  what  mence  in  what  function  it  may,  all  will  be 

our  views  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease  soon  implicated  if  the  first  derangement  be 

may  be.     From  pathology  we  cannot  deduce  continued  for  any  length  of  time.     So  it  is 

our  treatment  of  fever.      We  have  much  with  fever.     The  fever  may  commence,  as  in 

more  than  the  local  pathology  (even  sup-  common  inflammatory  fever,  with  derange- 

posing  such  to  exist)  to  contend  with,  and  a  ment  of  the  function  of  circulation ;  but  it 

consideration  of  the  attempts  at  definition  of  lasts  for  a  short  time  only  before  cerebral  and 

fever  will  fix  this  still  more  strongly  on  us.  respiratory  functions   are    more    seriously 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  define  fever,  engaged  ;  or,  as  in  our  present  maculated 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  the  way — a  diffi-  fever :    let  the  disease  commence  with  de- 

culty  similar  to  what  exists  in  the  attempt  rangement  or  depression  of   cerebral  and 

to  define  inflammation.      There  can  be  no  nervous  functions,  and,  although  there  is  at 

definition  of  inflammation,  because  what  we  first  little  alteration  in  the  circulation,  still, 

call  by  the  name  is  an  appearance  or  pheno-  if  we  watch  it  from  day  to  day,  it  will  be- 

menon   produced  by  the  lesion   of  several  come  more  involved,  until  at  last  its  dis- 

primary  vital  functions,   of  circulation,   of  turbance  or  departure  from  a  healthy  state 

secretion,  *of  innervation,  8cc.     These  fimc-  may  demand  as  much  attention  as  the  primary 

tions  are  possessed  in  <Hfferent  proportions  derangement  of  nervous  function. 
by  diflferent  organs ;  and  hence  the  pheno-        Thus  we  can,  I  think,  form  a  correct  idea  of 

menon  will  present  peculiar  features,   ac-  fever  for  practical  purposes:  if,  as  we  stand  at 

cording  to  tiie  organ  inflamed;    and  not  the  bed-side,  we  consider  it  as  a  disturbance  of 

only  this,  but  these  different  primary  fimc-  the  whole,  or  the  greater  number,  of  the 

tions  will  even  in  the  same  tissue  be  affected  vital  functions : — ^the  vital  function,  whatever 

occasionally  in  different  proportions,  so  that  it  may  be,  that  is  most  affected,  stamping 

the  characters  belonging  to  inflammation  will  the  peculiar  feature  on  the  individual  case, 

vary  even  in  the  same  tissue.     So  it  is  with  and  requiring  the  most  attention,  always, 

fever  ;  several  most  important  vital  functions  however,  recollecting  that  from  the  intimate 

are  simultaneously  deranged.     The  cerebral  relation  chaining,   as  it  were,   those  vital 

and  spinal  functions,  therespiratoryand  diges-  functions  together,  an  aberration  from  health 

tive  functions,  the  functions  of  circulation  commencing  in  one  will  soon  run  through 

and  secretion,  are  affected  ;  but  the  proper-  the  whole,  and  then  the  fever  will  present 

tionsin  which  they  are  deranged  will,  perhaps,  itself  in  its  most  terrific  form,  when  cerebral, 

not  be  the  same  in  any  two  individuals ;  and  circulating,  respiratory,  and  digestive  fiinc- 

hence  the  definition,  or  even  the  description  tions  are  all  simultaneously  and  in  equal 

which  applies  accurately  to  one  case  may  not  amount  deranged.     Having  now  explained 

be  suited  to  a  second.     The  fever  will  derive  the  view  in  which  I  would  wish  you  to  look 

its  most  distinguishing  character  from  the  upon  fever,  we  are,  I  hope,  the  better  pre— 

function  or  the  functions  in  which  there  is  pared  to  proceed  with  our  practickl  consi- 

the  greatest  departure  from  the  healthy  state,  derations. 

If  Uiis  cause  of  difficulty  in  the  way  of  

attempting  a  definition  of  fever  be  admitted, 

although  it  will  follow  that  a  definition  can-  ON  THB 

e^fu^ec'S^;  4l'«?;LS:dS-Sl       COLOURLESS  GLOBULES,  AND 

be  attained  of  the  variations  which  the  disease  OTHER  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  BLOOD, 

presents,  and  which  are  almost  as  varied  as  

the  individuals  attacked.     But  dthough  <&e        jy,  ^^^  ^^^  ^j  ^^  Mtdical  Oazette. 

cases  may  differ  from  one  another  m   the 

way  described,  still  they  will  bU  agree  in  this,  Sm, 

that  all  are  characterized  by  disturbance  of  Jp  ^jve  very  narrowly  watch  the  coagu- 

most  of  the  vital  functions  without  primary  lation  of  a  drop  of  liq.  sanguinis,  placed 

local  disease.    We  may  have  the  circulation  between  two  slips  of  glass,  we  first  ob- 

Uttle  disturbed  in  a  case ;    but,  then,  wc  ^^^^  ^^^  colourless  globules  swimming 

shidl  have  much  disturbance  m  the  cerebral  -^    •        ^^^   ^^^^    ^^i^    formation    of 

and  nervous  functions.    We  shaU  have  in  ^^j  v  ^j  ,.^^    ^^^^^^    ^^^    ^^ 

another  case  co«|2>a«tavelyh^^^^^^  wffich  envelop  and  draw  together  a 
of  the  cerebral  functions :  but  there  is  con-  .  ^<',       i  «    i  ■?•      ^  i 

siderable  departure  from  health  in  the  state  f^^\  ^^^7  «/ Jhe  globules ;  ultimatelv 
of  the  circulating  and  sccretmg  functions ;    formuig    a   thin,    diaphanous,    tough 

and  a  third  case  may  present  its  most  pro-  membrane. 

minent  features  in  derangement  of  the  diges-        Ii  a  mass  of  fibnn,  resulting  from 

tive  functions ;  but,  just  as  in  inflammation,  the  coagulation  of  the  hq.  sanguinis 
the  functions  whose  sum  of  derangement  (Case  9,  p.  692,  Jan.  1841),  be  cut  into 
constitutes  inflammation  are  to  intimately    thin  slices,   and    macerated    in   clean 
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water  for  a  day  or  two,  it  becomes  of  or  gently  rubbing  thetwo  elips  of  glass 

apure  ivory  white;  and  when  examined  together,  with  a   very    little  of   this 

with  the  lens,  or  in  the  microscope,  coagulated    albumen    between    them, 

its  texture  is  seen  composed  of  the  these  several  objects  are  rendered  very 

minutest  granules,  intersected  by  lines,  distinct  by  the  lens, 

fibres,    and     filaments,     having     the  On  placing  a  little  coagulated  alba- 

toughness,  cohesion,  and  elasticity  of  men  in  caustic  potass,  it  is  entirely 

or^nized  membrane.  dissolved  in  two  or  t^ree  days,  and  the 

By    maceration    in   caustic    potass  fluid  is  tinged  reddish  brown.      By 

(liq.   potassas)  it  becomes  in  two   or  acetic  acid  the  blanc-mange  appear- 

three  days  of  a  reddish  brown  colour,  ance  is  altered,  and   the  semi-trans- 

and  the  liquid  is  tinged  of  the  same  parent  portions  become  more  opaque, 

colour ;  it  also  loses  much  of  its  co-  From    the    chemical    relation    and 

hesion,    and    becomes    more  brittle,  ultimate  analysis  of  fibrin  and  albu- 

breaking  short  and  easily.  men,  they  are  no  doubt  modifications 

If  another    slice    is    macerated   in  of   the   same   animal    principle,    yet 

strong  acetic  acid,  in  a  day  or  two  the  physically,  or  mechanically  ahd  physi- 

opaque  ivory-white  is  entirely  chane^ed ;  ologically,  they  dififer  most  materially, 

the  fibrin  Swells  a  little,  and,  without  A  minute  film  of  fibrin  is  not  sepa^ 

losing  its  figure,  becomes  quite  trans-  rable  into  smaller  portions,  nor  is  it  to 

Earent,   forming  a  clear  jelly,  which  be  resolved  into  aistinct  granules  or 

as  still  more  emsticity  than  the  origi-  globules  by  the  firmest  pressure,  nor 

nal  fibrin,  and  auite  as  much  cohesion,  by  rubbing  the  slips  of  glass  against 

If  a  portion  of  the  transparent  gela-  each  other  ;    repeated  washing    does 

tinous  mass  resulting  from  the  mace-  not  reijiove  any  tning  from  it,  nor  is  it 

ration  of   fibrin    in    acetic    acid,    be  altered  by  boiling.       On    the    other 

examined,  it  still  shews  a  multitude  hand,  coagulated  albumen  is  friable, 

of  fibrous-looking  hues  and  filaments,  brittle,  and  has  the  slightest  possible 

evincing    organized    structure ;    these  cohesion ;    the  slightest  pressure  be- 

are  mingled  with  other  lines,  which  twecn  the  slips  of  glass  breaks  it  down, 

result    £om  thicker   portions  of  the  and  resolves  it   into   a  multitude  of 

mass  being  pressed  together  over  each  extremely  minute  detached   granules 

other;  but  the  organized  fibrous  fila-  and  globules,  and  flakes,  of  various 

ments  may,  by  a  little  practice,  be  forms  and  sizes. 

easily  distinguished.  The  blood  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 

When  serum  is  slowly   coa^lated  organized,  yet,  from  the  physical  cha- 

by  heat  alone,  particularly  if  about  a  racters    of    coagulated    fibrin,    it   is 

fourthbfitsbulkof  water  be  previously  evident  that  while  circulating  in  the 

added,   it   forms  a    soft  semi-opaque  body  it  holds  in  solution  a  peculiarly 

solid,  somewhat  resembling  soft  blanc-  endowed    animal    principle    (fibrin), 

mange.     If  a  very  minute  portion  of  requiring    only   a    moment's    rest  to 

this  coagulated  albumen  be  examined  constitute  solid  organized  (I  do  not 

by  the  lens,  pressing  the  portion  quite  say   vascular)   tissue.      The   texture, 

flat  between  two  pieces  of  glass,  it  ap-  formation,  cohesion,   toughness,  elas- 

pears  in  transparent  films  or  flakes,  ticitjr,  and   unalterable    condition  by 

crossed  by  httle  lines,  which  are  caused  boHmg,  are  all  proofs  of  its  organized 

by  the  thin  films  lying  over  each  other,  nature ;  and  it  at  once,  without  further 

"nie  films  are  very  bnttle,  having  only  aid  or  assistance,  assumes   all  these 

a  slight  cohesion  or  tenacity,  and  no  properties  even  after  its  lemoval  from 

elasticity,  and  presenting  the  same  ap-  the  body  in  venesection,  or  after  death 

pearance  that  any  other  semifluid  trans-  in  its  own  vessels. 

Sarent  animal  jelly  would  do.      If  a  There  seems,  then,  to  be  but  one 

rop  or  two  of  vinegar  be  added  to  the  step  between  the  delicate  microscopic 

serum  before  the  coagulation ;  or  if  the  capillaries  and  the  fibrin  of  the  blood, 

heat  be  more  quickly  applied,  and  no  The  former  are  minute  fibrinous  canals, 

water  added,  the  coagulation  is  more  carrying  blood ;    the  latter  may  fnot 

complete,    the  mass  is  more  opaque,  inappropriately)  be  termed  organized 

and  16  then  composed  of  an  innumera-  tissue  in  solution,  circulating  with  the 

ble  quantity  of  variously-sized  granules  blood.      Fibrin,  then,  is  the  connect- 

and  globules,  mixed  with  a  few  of  the  ing  link  between  the  solids  and  the 

transparent  flakes ;   and  on  pressing  fluids.     As  in  other  departments    of 
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nature  we  find  the  most  gradual  and  structures.  The  albumen  is  presented 
imperceptible  transitions,  so  it  is  with  to  us  in  solution,  in  the  watery  parts  of 
the  solids  and  circulating  fluids  of  the  the  blood ;  while  the  fibrin,  which  so- 
living  body.  The  capiDary  tufts  are  lidifies  as  soon  as  it  escapes  from  the 
carried  out  to  such  an  extent  of  minute-  channels  of  the  circulation,  is  pecu- 
ness  and  subdivision,  that  they  lose  liarly  the  connecting  link  between 
many  of  the  physical  characters  of  a  them.  All  normal  structure  is  built 
solid;  while  the  blood,  circulating  with  .  up  by  the  capillaries,  by  the  fibrin  and 
force  and  rapidity  through  all  these  albumen ;  and  all  morbid  or  adventi- 
delicate  channels,  can  hardly  be  pre-  tious  growths  and  deposits  may  be 
served  from  depositing  the  organized  classified  as  more  peculiarly  belonging 
(or  organizable)  material  it  so  abun-  to  one  or  other  of  these  important 
dantly  contains.  agents.      Thus    bronchocele,    neevus. 

Putting  out  of  consideration  the  and  ^cirrhus,  arise  from  too  active  a 
minute  saline,  and  other  elements  of  state  of  the  capillaries;  the^  branch 
the  blood,  we  may  consider  this  fluid  out,  or  shoot  forth,  and  orgamse  a  mass 
as  composed  of  red  globules — a  highly  which  is  not  onl^  not  required,  but 
organizable  and  vital  form  of  albumen  which  is  prejudicial  and  destructive  of 
(called  fibrin)  ;  and  non-vital,  or  health  and  life.  In  inflammatory  de- 
much  lower  organizable  (or  organized)  posits  of  lymph,  false  membrane,  and 
albumen.  As  soon  as  the  blood  has  morbid  aahesions,  we  find  the  fibrin 
escaped  from  its  vessels,  or  as  soon  the  sole  or  principal  agent ;  whereas, 
as  it  ceases  to  move,  the  vital  albumen  in  tubercle,  we  recognise  the  globular, 
becomes  solid,  by  virtue  of  its  vitality  incoherent  form  of  albumen, 
assuming  an  elastic,  tough,  mem-  In  some  of  these  instances  the  ca- 
branous  form ;  while  the  non-vital,  or  pillaries  retain  their  activity  and  action 
less  vital  albumen,  remains  in  solution  lor  a  long  period  of  years,  as  in  bron- 
with  the  watery  part  of  the  blood,  and  chocele,  and  a  few  otner  tumors,  with- 
constitutes  the  serum.  If  serum  be  out  any  material  interference  with  any 
made  to  solidify  by  the  application  important  vital  function.  In  other 
of  external  agents,  such  as  heat,  acid,  cases,  after  a  pretty  active  display, 
&c.  it  forms  merely  a  multitude  of  for  a  time  they  lail  in  their  action,  and 
irre^:ular  incoherent  granules.  their    abnormal    increase  is  in   some 

Fibrin    forms    the    staple  material  places  stopped,  and  they  give  way,  and 

of  the   elastic  tissues  of  the  body —  the  skin,  or  normal  structures  which 

muscular  fibre,    cellular    tissue,    and  they  before  supported,  dies.      Hence 

blood-vessels ;  the  interstices  andmeshes  results  the  ulceration  in  cancer,  fungous 

being  filled  up  by  the  watery  portions  hasmatodes,  and  other  sores.     Some- 

of  the  blood,  and  regular  globules  of  times    in    these    singular    formations 

coagulated  albumen :  for  when  nature  there  are  .alternations  of  their  ^owth, 

solidifies  this  material   to   contribute  vigour,  and  decay ;  or,  side  by  side,  the 

to  build  up    organized    tissue,    it   is  two  actions  may  be  going  on  at  the 

cflected  by  the  formation  of  regular  same  time :  we  have  then  destructive 

globules,  of  various  sizes.  ulceration,  as  it  is  called,  and  funfi;ous 

The  agents,  therefore,  at  work  in  growths,  alternating  with  each  otner ; 

building  up  the  body,  and  also  in  the  or  even  in  the  same  sore  a  fungous 

formation  of  abnormal  structure,  are  capillary  tuft  ma^  shoot  forth  in  all 

the  capillaries,  the  fibrin,  and  the  al-  its  activity,  forming  an  irritable  red 

bumen.    The  red  globules  are  never  fungus,    and    yet  be  surrounded    by 

found  in  any  normal  secretion — except  other  decaying  tufts   forming  '  phage- 

perhaps  menstruation — nor  are  tliey,  in  denic,  or  cancerous  ulceration,  where 

health,  in  any  part  out  of  their  proper  the  elements  of  the  blood,  in  the  form 

vessels ;  their  ofllce,  therefore,  what-  of  mucous  and  pus,  escapes,  or  even 

ever  it  may  be,  whether  in  aiding  the  the  blood  itself  is  poured  out  from  the 

endosmosis  of  the  several  secretions,  or  open  ends  of  the  decaying  capillaries, 

in  keeping  the  fibrin  fluid,  is  confined  William  Addison. 

to  the  blood;  they  have  nothing  to  *P''*^*^i^^fr".» 

do  out  of  the  blood-vessels.  ^""^^  "*^'  ^**'- 

The  capillaries  constitute  the    ex-  

treme  parts,  or  the  limits,  of  the  solid 
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CA8BS  OP  much  elevated  and  tmusnaUy  arched. 

PTOSIS  AND  ECTROPIUM,  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  superior 

^                            »r.  D  r.              1?  palpebra  could  be  brought  under  the 

Communicated  by  T.  B.  CuaLwo,  Esa.  {Xence    of   this    muscle  the   ptosis 

(Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette,)  would  be  removed,  and  that  he  mi^ht 
thereby  I'^^gain  the  power  of  uncovennij 

Bfmble  ^osis  and  Divergent  StrabumuB  [hir^methi^^rM^ZZ  SHUs 
/rom  Pafay  of  the  muscles  supphed  by  ^j.^^  I  performed  the  following  opera- 
thethrdpiwrqfnerves,-^Ptosuimfme  ^ion.     fhe  integument*  betwien  the 
side  cured  by  operatum,  eyebrow    and    lid,   which  were  ver>- 
A  STOUT  gentleman,  wt.  sixty-four,  a  abundant,  were  raised  with  the  thumb 
captain  in  the  merchants'  service^  who  *nd  forefinger  of  my  left  hand,  and 
had  ^mssed  forty  years  of  his  life  at  sea,  those  of  an  assistant,  to  such  an  extent 
came  under  my  care  in  January  1841,  that  it  was  just  possible' for  the  patient 
on  account  of  ptosis  of  both  superior  to  close  the  lids,  when,  b^  a  single 
palpebriE.    The  lids  hung  loose  and  stroke  of  the  scissors,  the  skm  included 
motionless  over  both  eyes,  and  so  com-  between  our  fingers  was  removed,  leav- 
pletely  obscured  the  patient's  vision  ing  an  elliptical  wound  which  extended 
that  he  was  constantly  obliged  to  raise  from  a  little  below  the  eye-brow  to 
one  of  them  with  his  fingers  in  order  about  one-third  of  an  incn  from  the 
to  relieve  himself  from  blindness.     He  margin  of  the  lid  and  the  whole  width 
was  also  affected  with  double  divergent  of  the  palpebra.   Scarcely  any  bleeding 
strabismus,  and  had  lost  all  power  of  ensued.    The  edges  of  the  wound  w^cre 
directing    the    eyeballs  in  any  other  approximated  and  retained  by  two  su- 
direction,  the  distortion  being  fixed  and  tures,  and  the  part  united  by  the  first 
permanent.    These  symptoms  were  evi-  intention,  and  perfectly  healed  in  eight 
dently  occasioned  by  paralysis  of  the  days.     No  ectropium  or  deformity  re- 
levatores  palpebrarum  of  the  inferior  suited.    The  patient  afterwards  could 
oblicjue,  and  of  the  superior,  inferior,  completely  close  the  lids,  and,  as  was 
and  internal  recti,  muscles  supplied  by  anticipated,  could    raise  the  superior 
the  third  pair  of  nerves.    The  superior  one,  and  uncover  the  eye,  simply  by 
oblique,   like^iise,   appears  to  be  pa-  the    action    of   the    occipito-frontalis 
ralysed.       This    affection    came    on  muscle.    The  vision  of  the  right  eye 
gnidually  after  a  fit,  and  had  existed  being  the  most  perfect,  the  operation 
for  four  years.    He  had  since  expe-  was  performed  on  that  side,  and  as  I 
rienced    several    slight    fits    of    tlic  found  that  the  sight  was  confused,  and 
same  kind;  and  was  subject  to  occa-  giddiness  produced  by  exposure  of  both 
sional  twitchings  of  the  muscles  of  the  eyes,  owing  to  want  of  correspondence 
limbs.     Other\i'ise    he    enjoyed    good  between  the  globes,  I  thought  it  better 
health,  and  had  no  other  symptom  of  not  to  meddle  with  the  other  side.     In 
paralysis.     He  was  not  subject  to  pains  consequence,  also,  of  the  atonic  and 
m  the  head,  and  his  vision  was  sufH-  paralytic  state  of  the  other  recti  mus- 
ciently  good  to  enable  him  to  read  a  eles,  I  considered  the  case  unfavourable 
moderate  sized  print.  He  suffered,  how-  for  the  cure  of  strabismus  by  division 
ever,  verj' p*eat  inconvenience  from  the  of  the  rectus  cxtemus.    The  patient, 
ptosis,    being    obliged,    whenever    he  therefore,  was  obliged,  in  walking,  and 
moved  about,  to  keep  his  hand  con-  at  other  times,  to  turn  his  head  a  little 
stantly  raised  to  his  head  in  an  awk-  sideways,  an  inconvenience  to  which 
ward  and  ftitiffuing  position,  in  order  to  he  soon  became  reconciled, 
enable  himself  to  see  his  way.    The  A  somewliat  similar  operation  has,  I 
paralvsis  of  tht^  affected  muscles  wfis  so  believe,  been  performed  by  Mr.  Hunt, 
complete,  and  of  so  long  duration,  that  of  Manchester,  in  a  case  of  traumatic 
I  could  anticipate  no  benefit  from  me-  ptosis  of  one  lid,  consequent  upon  a  di- 
clical  treatment;  and  consequently  none  vision  or  laceration  of  the  levator  pal- 
was  adopted.     I  noticed  that  he  con-  pebrai  muscle ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of 
stfintly  made  the  attempt  to  raise  the  its  having  been  practised  in  any  case 
lids   by  putting  the  occipito-frontalis  of  paralytic  ptosis.     The  above  case 
muscle  into  strong  action,  and  that,  in  shews,  however,  that  the  operation  is 
consequence,  the  eye-brows  had  become  equally  applicable  to  the  latter  form  of 
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the  afifection,  and  that  it  may  be  under-  rides.  Notwithetanding  this,  both 
taken  with  a  confident  reliance  on  the  wounds  completely  healed  in  sixteen 
occipito-frontalis  muscle  being  after-  days  after  the  operation.  The  cicatrix 
wards  adequate  to  elevate  the  drooping  in  the  conjunctiva  fully  succeeded  in 
lid.  counteracting  the  contraction  exter- 
^  ^  ^  .  _  nally,  and  in  preventing  the  return  of 
Case  qf,  Ectropwm  consequent  on  the  theeversion.  The  giri  was  consequently 
contraetton  qfthe  cicatrix  ajter  a  bum,  greatly  improvedin  appearance.  The  lids 
cured  hy  operation,  oould  be  brought  much  closer  together, 
A  servant  girl,  aged  sixteen,  applied  sufficiently  so  as  to  prevent  annoyance 
to  me  for  removal  of  the  deformitv  pro-  from  foreign  substances  coming  in  con- 
duced by  eversion  of  the  upper  lid  of  tact  with  Uie  eye,  but  could  not  be  per- 
the  right  eye.  She  stated  that  six  fectly  closed ;  the  margin  of  the  upper 
years  ago  she  had  met  with  an  acci-  lid  having  assumed  somewhat  or  an 
dent  by  whioh  she  received  a  severe  arched  form,  owing  to  previous  elonga- 
bum  on  the  fiBu:e  and  scalp,  and  after-  tion.  This,  however,  was  diminishing 
wards,  as  the  sore  healed,  the  lid  gra-  when  the  patient  returned  to  service, 
dually  turned  out.  There  was  consi-  The  particulars  of  this  case  may 
derable  eversion  of  the  lid,  chiefly  prove  interesting,  as  that  form  of  ec- 
towards  the  outer  angle,  and  the  mu-  tropium  occurring  after  bums  is  one  cf 
coos  surfiace  presented  a  prominent  the  most  difficult  to  cure,  and  as  the 
granular  appearance  of  a  deep  red  operation  which  succeeded  was  a  very 
colour,  whum  was  very  disfiguring  to  simple  one.  I  at  first  contemplated 
the  countenance.  The  skin  above  was  removing  a  wedge-shaped  portion  of 
very  tense,  the  eyebrow  was  completely  the  eyelid,  in  order  to  counteract  the 
destroyed,  and  there  was  an  extensive  morbid  elongation,  butafterwardsaban- 
cicatrix  on  the  forehead,  right  temple,  doned  it ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
andsideoftheflEkce.  The  integuments,  that  this  procee^ng  may  often  be 
however,  were  not  adherent  to  the  spared ;  and  that  in  many  cases,  as  in 
frontal  bone.  She  was  unable  to  close  the  above,  after  the  removal  of  the 
the  lids  completely,  so  that  she  was  eversion,  and  obviating  the  causes 
constantly  subject  to  attacks  of  con-  tending  to  produce  this  deformity,  the 
junctival  inflammation  from  the  efiects  lid  win  gradually  resume  its  natural 
of  wind  and  dust.    On  this  account,  form. 

and  as  the  unpleasant  deformitjr  ren-  In  connection  with  the  subject  of 

dered  her  such  an  object  of  aversion  to  ectropium  I  may  detail  the  following 

her  fellow  servants,  that  she    found  case: — 

great  difficulty  in  getting  into  service,  ^.,^,,^ 

she  was  very  anxious  to  undergo  an  f^rightful  dtformttv  and  destruction  (f 
operation  for  reUef.  I  made  a  semi-  both  eyes  from  double  ectropium,  cow- 
lunar  incision  through  the  integuments  sequent  upon  cicatrization  of  an  exten- 
along  the  i^>per  ana  outer  edge  of  the  sive  bum. 

orbit,  so  as  completely  to  set  free  the  A  poor  Irish  woman  has  long  been 

palpebra.    The  upper  lid  could  not,  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  Ix^ndon 

nowever,   be   restored  to    its  natural  Hospital  under  the  following  painful 

position,  or  brought  into  contact  with  circumstances : — She  has  been  subject 

the  lower,  owing  to  the  protrusion  of  the  to  fits  since  her  infancy,  and  some  years 

fiTanular  and   thickened  conjunctiva*,  ago  during  an  attack  she  fell  into  the 

This  membrane  was  freely  excised  with  fire,  and  her  cap  and  clothes  catching 

a  pair  of  curved  scissors,  in  the  perform-  fire,  she  sustained  a  severe  bum  on  the 

anoe  of  which  a  small  portion  of  the  head  and  face.     The  greater  part  of 

tarsal  cartilage  was  cut  away.     The  the  scalp,    including  both  evebrows, 

lid  then  covered   the   eye  in   a  na-  was  completely  destroyed.    After  the 

tuial  manner.    After  the  bleeding  had  separation  of  the  slouglis,  as  the  wounds 

ceased  the  external  wound  was  dressed  began  to  heal,  the  eyelids  on  both  sides 

with  dry  lint    At  the  end  of  a  week  became  gradually  everted.    This  was 

both  wounds  had  assumed  a  healthy  particularly  the  case  with  the  upper 

granulating  appearance.    The  healing  fids,  which  were  remarkably  stretched 

of  the  external  one  was  checked  by  the  and  drawn  upwards,  to  compensate  for 

application  ofa  plaster  made  of  cantha-  the  extensive  loss  of   the   cutaneous 

695, — xxvni.  C 
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tissue  on  the  head.     Inflammation  of  oN   SUBCUTANEOUS   OPERATIONS 
the  conjunctiva    was  necessarily  the  j^  SURGERY 
result.     In  the  right  eye,  the  inflam- 
mation extended  to  the'interior  of  the  ^^  Robert  Hunter,  M.D. 
globe,  caused  suppuration,  and  the  de-  Prufessor  of  Anatomy,  Andersonian  Univerwiy, 
struction  of  the  organ  :  the  collapsed  tu-  Glasgow, 
nics  of  which  still  remain  at  the  bottom  rp^^  ^yj^  Medical  Gazette.! 

of  the  exposed  orbit.     In  the  left  eye,  

conjunctival    inflammation    has    pro- 

'  duced  prominent  staphyloma  of  the  The  range  of  subcutaneous  operationg 
whole  cornea,  and  entire  loss  of  vision,  has,  till  lately,  been  much  circumscribed. 
The  destruction  of  the  scalp  was  so  extending  chiefly  to  the  section  of  a  few 
extensive,  that  the  parts  remained  un-  of  the  muscles  of  the  body,  and  to  the 
healed  for  several  years,  presenting  a  evacuation  of  certain  abscesses  and 
suppurating  sore,  wnich  assumed  some-  cysts ;  but  such  operations  appear  to 
times  a  healthy  character,  and  at  other  me  of  immense  value  in  surgery,  and 
times  an  unhealthy  and  ulcerative  sur-  worthy  of  a  more  extended  and  diversi- 
face,  according  to  the  varying  states  of  fied  application.  The  advantages  of 
the  patient's  health.  The  cicatrix  on  the  subcutaneous  plan  of  operating, 
the  head  presents  a  pale,  smooth,  glis-  over  the  common  method,  may  be  cozn- 
tening  api)earance,  and  is  extremely  prised  in  the  following  particulars: 
tense.  The  exposed  conjunctiva  of  the  Ist,  less  infliction  of  pain;  *2df  less  sub- 
lids  of  both  eyes  has  a  red  CTanular  seq^uent  inflammation;  3d,  no  suppu- 
aspect,  and  is  constantly  discharging,  ration  ;  4th,  little  or  no  constitutional 
The  everted  upper  lid  forms  a  red  com-  disturbance;  and,  5th,  a  rapid  return 
cal  patch  above  the  orbit  on  each  side  of  the  parts  operated  upon  to  their 
of  the  forehead.  It  may  easily  be  con-  normal  condition, 
ceived  that  the  deformity  consequent  We  all  know  the  dangers  attending 
on  the  state  of  parts  just  described  is  of  the  incautious  opening  of  a  psoas 
the  most  hideous  and  painful  character,  abscess,  and  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
In  addition  to  loss  of  vision,  the  poor  rived  from  the  partial  application  of 
woman  is  a  severe  suflcrer  in  other  re-  the  subcutaneous  plan,  as  recommended 
spects.  She  continually  experiences  a  by  Mr.  Abernetny ;  and  those  who 
distressing  sense  of  constriction  in  the  have  seen  the  subcutaneous  section  of 
cicatrix,  which  sensation  is  increased  the  dorsal  muscles,  as  performed  for 
whilst  the  part  remains  healed.  So  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  and 
forcible,  is  the  contraction  that  the  sur-  watched  the  progress  of  such  ca^es,  can 
face  of  the  skull  beneath  presents  speak  of  its  paramount  superiority.  I 
a  number  of  irregular  projections,  have  now  performed  the  last  mentioned 
owing  to  partial  atrophy  of  the  bone  operation  twenty-five  times,  and  watched 
from  pressure.  The  sore  on  the  head  carefully  the  results,  and  although,  in 
occasionally  ulcerates,  and  is  rendered  five  of  the  cases,  the  latissimus  dorsi, 
painful,  and  the  unprotected  con-  the  serratus  posticus  inferior,  the  lon- 
junctiva  is  constantly  subject  to  be-  gissimus  dorsi,  and  sacro-lumbalis,  were 
come  irritated  and  inflamed  from  the  divided,  and  the  subcutaneous  incision 
contact  of  foreign  bodies,  nothwith-  extended  from  the  spinous  process  of 
standing  the  means  taken  to  obviate  one  of  the  lumbar  vertebrse  across  to 
these  annoyances.  Her  general  health  the  outer  margin  of  the  sacro-lumbalis, 
is  a  good  deal  impaired.  Such  lias  been  dividing  the  above-mentioned  muscles, 
herstate,  with  litUe  variation,  for  seven  yet  the  pain  was  so  trifling  that  the 
years,  during  which  she  has  been  under  majority  of  patients  hardly  murmured, 
my  observation ;  and  it  has  rarely  been  The  flow  of  blood  never  exceeded  a  few 
my  lot  to  witness  a  more  truly  distress-  drops.  The  skin  over  the  track  of  this 
ing  case,  in  which  so  little  could  be  long  and  deep  incision  never  changed 
done  in  the  way  of  relief.  its  natural  temperature  or  colour ;  in 
1,  Mount  Place,  London  Hospital,  no  case  did  suppuration  follow ;  con> 
March  6, 1841.  stitutional    disturbance    of  any    kind 

never  once  supervened,  and  in  three  or 

four  days  after  the  incision  the  punc- 
ture had  cicatrized,  the  swelling  from 
the  efl[used  blood  had  generally  disap- 
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peared,  and  freqaently  by  that  time  period,  be  found  to  include  a  long,  but 

not  a  vestige  of  the  operation  could  at  present  indetenninate,  list  of  diseases, 

be    discovered.      During    the  time   I  Ist.  Diseases  which  have  been  treated 

sojourned   in  Paris  last  summer,  M.  by  the  subcutaneous  operations,  and  far 

Jides  6u6rin  operated  upon  a  patient  rohich  this  plan  of  treatment  has  been 

affected  with  anchvlosis  of  nearly  all  eminentlp  successful. — ^At  the  very  top 

the  body,  arising  from  contraction  of  of  this  class  I  would  place  such  affec- 

the  muscles.    He  cut  across  forty-four  tions  as  require  for  their  treatment  the 

muscles,  and  spread  out  the  limbs,  and  section  of  muscles  or  their  tendons, 

although  the  successive  incisions  oc-  The    muscles  are   peculiarly  adapted 

cupied  more  than  sixt^  minutes,  yet  for  the  subcutaneous  operations,  tneir 

the  system  of  the  patient  received  s6  situations,  forms,  and  relationships,  are 

small  a  shock,  that  the  pulse  was  not  so  easy  determined ;   and  when  their 

sensibly  affected,  and  the  patient  slept  section  is  required,  the  resisting  nature 

soon  aner  the  operation,  and  neither  of  the  texture  to  be  divided,  render  all 

irritability  nor  febrile  excitement  fol-  such  operations,  even    though  under 

lowed.  the  skin,  at  once  safe  and  simple.  Such 

I  attribute  the  mildness  of  the  sections  are  now  in  daily  use  in  wry- 
effects  of  subcutaneous  operations  to  two  neck,  certain  curvatures  of  the  spine, 
causes  :  1st,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  at-  muscular  stiff  joint,  club-foot  of  every 
mospheric  air,  and,  2d,  the  small  injury  kind,  and  I  must  also  add  strabismus  ; 
inflicted  upon  the  highly  organized  for  although  the  operation  for  that 
and  sensitive  structure  oi  the  skin.  affection  is  at  present  performed  with- 

That  the  atmospheric  air  will  excite  out  regard  to  tne  subcutaneous  princi- 

irritation  and  suppuration  on  the  surface  pie,  still  it  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  per- 

of  a  wound  is  a  matter  of  daily  obser-  lect  operation  till    that   principle    is 

vation.    When  the  cuticle  only  is  re-  adopted,  which,  I  think,  it  is  likely  to 

moved  from  a  blistered   surface,    an  at  no  distant  period, 

immediate  accession  of  pain  is  the  con-  I  believe   I  was  the  first  in    this 

sequence,  and  the  serous  effusion  is  also  country  to  perform  the  subcutaneous 

speedily  changed  into   the    purulent,  section  of  tne  dorsal  muscles  for  the 

If  the  atmospheric  air,  then,  is  capable  cure  of  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine, 

of  acting  as  a  source  of  irritation,  and  and  as  I  have  now  had  some  experi- 

if  a  wound  of  the  skin  is  the  more  pain-  ence  upon  this  subject  I  shall  lay  the 

ful  and  the  more  dangerous  as  it  is  the  result  of  my  observations  briefly  before 

larger  (and  of  this  last  there  can  be  no  your  readers.    In  no  instance  has  the 

doubt),  it  follows  that,    in    the  per-  operation  of  itself  produced  a   cure; 

formance  of  subcutaneous  operations,  but  in  all  the  cases  on  which  I  have 

regard  should  be  had  to  two  circum-  operated,  with  one  exception,  it  mani- 

stances — 1st,    die    puncture    through  festly  placed  the  patient  in  a  i^ore 

which  the  instrument  is  carried  xm&r  favourable  state  for  the  performance 

the  skin  should  be  as  small  as  is  com-  of  a  cure.    The  operation  itself  appears 

patible  with  the  due  performance  of  to  me  to  effect  no  more  than  to  take 

the  other  steps  of  the  operation ;   and,  off,  either  in  part  or  whole,  the  power 

2d,  means  snoald  be  used  for  prevent-  of  muscles  that  are  interested  in  main- 

ing  the  accession  of  atmospheric  air  tainin^  the  curvature,  and  thus  placing 

both  during  and  after  such  operations.  the  spine  in  a  condition  to  be  more 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  this  sub-  easily  influenced  by  mechanical  and 

ject,  I  shall  shortly  advert,  Ist,  to  the  physiological  causes, 

cases  in  which  subcutaneous  operations  The  cases  which  have  been  treated 

have     already     been    advantageously  by  me  have  all  been  of  long  standing, 

applied ;  and,  2d,   to  those   afiections  none  less  than  seven  years,  and  some 

to  which,    I  think,  they   may    with  ten,  sixteen,  and  twenty  years,  and  all 

propriety    be    extended.       Tne   first  with  considerable  torsion  and  gibbosity, 

division  may  be  said  generally  to  in-  as  well  as  lateral  curvature.     In  fact, 

elude  two  classes  of  morbid  affections :  they  were  cases  which  were  either  con- 

those  on  which  the  muscles  or  their  sidered  absolutely  hopeless,  or  on  which 

appendages  are  chiefly  concerned  or  medical  skill    had    oeen   exerted  for 

implicate  and  those  in  which  fluids  years  without  the  slightest  benefit.    In 

require  to  be  evacuated;  and  the  second  some  instances  the  section  of  the  mus- 

division  will  probably,  at  no  distant  cles  was  instantaneously  followed  by 
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an  obyious  improyement  in  the  state  upon  this  subject,  his  mode  of  operat- 

and  appearance  of  the  back ;  in  other  ing  is  worthy  of  being  mentioned.    He 

instances  I  could  discover  no  change  makes  the  subcutaneous  incision  with 

whatever.  a  narrow  sharp-pointed  bistoury,  about 

I  perform  the  subcutaneous  section  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  He 
of  the  dorsal  muscles  at  four  different  then  withdraws  that  instrument,  and 
places  of  the  back.  1st,  I  weidien  the  introduces  into  the  track  thus  made 
tension  of  the  deepest  seated  layer  of  a  sickle-shaped  instrument  of  the  same 
muscles — ^th?it  formed  by  the  multifidus  len^h  and  oreadth  as  the  former,  the 
8pin»->by  dividing  the  thickest  part  cuttmg  edge  of  which  is  on  the  convex 
of  that  muscle,  as  it  lies  comparatively  margin.  Having  carried  this  instru- 
superficially  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  ment  across  the  muscles  to  be  cut,  he 
sacrum,  opposite  the  posterior  superior  turns  the  convex  cutting  edge  to  the 
spinous  process  of  the  iUmn.  2dty  and  muscles,  and  their  division  is  effected 
3dly,  I  remove  the  tension  of  the  middle  not  by  one  cut  but  by  a  number  of 
layer  of  spinal  muscles,  that  formed  successive  touches,  the  patient  at  the 
by  the  longissimus  dorsi  and  sacro-  same  time  calling  his  dorsal  muscles 
lumbalis,  by  cutting  these  muscles  into  action  by  throwing  his  head  for- 
across,  sometimes  in  the  lumbar  re^on  cibly  backwards  to  impart  a  greater 
and  sometimes  in  the  costal  rejnon,  degree  of  resistance  to  the  muscles,  and 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  to  enable  the  incision  to  be  effected 
case ;  but  more  freouently  in  the  lum-  partly  by  the  pressure  of  the  contract- 
bar  region,  near  the  ongin  of  these  m^  ntusclcs  upon  the  edge  of  the 
muscles.    4thly,  to  destroy  the  tension  knife. 

of  the  flat  and  more  superficial  muscles.  The  cutting  of  the  dorsal  musclea  is 
I  divide  these  muscles  oy  a  longitudinal  only  the  first,  though  an  important 
incision,  close  to  the  spinous  processes  step  in  the  treatment  of  spinal  defor- 
of  the  vertebra;,  at  tne  place  where  mities.  The  means  that  are  afterwards 
the  tension  of  these  muscles  appears  to  employed  in  conducting  such  cases  to 
be  the  greatest.  In  one  instance  I  a  successful  issue  are  lK>th  mechanical 
cut  through,  with  considerable  effect,  and  physiological.  The  first  consists 
the  latisnmus  dorsi,  at  the  side  of  the  in  the  application  of  pressure,  made  in 
chest,  and  consequently  at  some  dis-  various  ways  and  by  various  means  to 
tance  from  the  spine.  The  muscle  assist  in  the  gradual  return  of  the  parts 
crossed  the  contracted  and  concave  to  their  natural  places,  and  the  second, 
side  of  the  trunk,  and  appeared  to  be  without  which  tne  first  would  be  use- 
accessory  in  huddling  m  the  ribs  of  less  and  unavailing,  consists  in  infus- 
that  side.  When  the  patient  attempted  ing  power  into  the  muscles  which  have 
to  elongate  that  side,  a  cord,  as  tnick  become  weak  or  dormant  from  disease, 
as  the  uttle  finger,  was  seen  stretching  by  simply  calling  these  muscles  fre- 
from  the  crest  of  the  ilium  to  the  sea-  quently  and  in  various  combinations 
pula ;    as  soon  as  this  rigid  cord  of  into  action. 

muscle  was  cut  through,  the  ribs  be-  If  I   mistake  not,  I  was  the  first 

came  less  huddled  together,  and  the  likewise  in  this  city  who  performed 

side  could  be  donated  to  a  much  the  subcutaneous  section  of  the  mus- 

greater  degree,  and  the  spine  materially  cles  for  the  cure  of  club-foot.    I  have 

aflfeeted.  seen  the  operation  performed  by  M. 

In  cutting  the  dorsal  muscles  I  have  Gu^rin  for  valfi^s  varus  and  equinus, 

chiefly,  though  notexclusively,  followed  and  with  astonishing  success.     I  have 

the  method  of  Gu^rin.    Gu^rin  employs  performed  the  operation  on  three  pa- 

always  two  instruments  ;  I  have  fre-  tients,  all  of  whom  were  affected  with 

quently  employed  only  one:  Gu6rin  varus.     Two  of  these  patients  were 

uniformly  cuts  the  muscles  by  com-  infants,  and  the  third  a  female  about 

mencing  at  the  cutaneous  surface  of  the  thirty  years  of  ace,  who  had  been  de* 

muscle,  and  proceeding  deep-seatedly ;  formed  from  birth.     The  sections  of 

I   have  repeatedly    and  with  greater  the  tendones-achilles   in    the  infants 

safety  cut  in  the  opposite  direction,  enabled  me  at  once  to  bring  down  the 

that  is,  by  carrying  the  instrument  heels,  and  to  place  and  maintain  the 

more  deep-seatedly  than  the  muscle,  feet  in  their  natural  position  by  an 

and  cutting   towards    the    skin.     As  appropriate  apparatus.    In  tihe  adult 

Gu^rin,  however,  is  a  great  authority  the  deformity  was  very  great — a  varus. 
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B8  Gu6rin  would  express  it,  in  the  third  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Watt,  has 

degree;  that  is,  the  iieel  was  raised,  the  for  some  years  been  in  the  practice  of 

foot  thrown  transversely  inward  or  to  evacuating  the  matter  of  buoo  on  this 

the  opposite  foot  and  laid  upon  its  principle.      He  introduces   a  narrow 

fibular    margin,    and    lastly   the  toes  lancet  through  the  sound  skin  at  a 

turned  into  the  sole  of  Oxe  foot,  and  little  distance  from  the  bubo,  and  car* 

the  foot  itself  curved  from  the  great  ries  the  instrument  under  the  skin  till 

toe  towards  the  heeL  it  nearly  touches  the  abscess.     He  then 

In  this  case  I  first  cut  through  the  withdraws  the  lancet,  and  carries  into 

tendo-achillis,  which  permitted  the  heel  the  track  thus  made  a  grooved  needle, 

at  once  to  descend ;  I  tlien  divided  the  with  which  he  penetrates  the  sac.    The 

tibialis  anticus  muscle,  which  was  ex-  matter  then  flows  along  the  groove  of 

tremely  rigid  and  short,  the  section  of  the  needle  till  the  abscess  is  sufliciently 

which  was  attended  with  a  very  loud  emptied.      The  needle  is  now  with- 

crack.     The  division  of  this   tendon  drawn,  and  a  small  bit  of  gold-beater's 

did  not,  however,  efl!ect  so  much  bene-  leaf  accurately    and  elegantly    closes 

fit  as  I  was  led  ^prtort  to  expect.    The  the  external  apperture.     In  this  way 

foot  still  continued  turned  much  in-  the  matter  may  be  removed  as'often  as 

wards,  and  the  gathered-up   state  of  required,  followed  by  no  ulceration  of 

the  foot  itself  not  at  all  improved.    To  the  integument,  no  open  and  intractable 

overcome  the  still  remaining  obstacles  sore,  and  no  subsequent  unseemly  cica- 

I  cut  through,  by  one  subcutaneous  trix 

incision  in  the  plantar  aponeurosis,  the  Ganglia  and  meUcerous  tumors  have 
abductor  poUicis,  the  flexor  brevis  pol-  also  for  some  time  been  treated  by  the 
licis,  and  the  long  flexor  of  the  great  subcutaneous  operation,  both  with 
toe,  and  ihe  efiect  was  immediate  and  safety  and  great  eflect.  Br.  Cumin, 
remarkable.  The  foot,  which  before  formerly  of  Glasgow,  was  among  the 
had  as  much  the  appearance  of  a  closed  first  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  this 
fist  as  of  a  foot,  at  once  assumed  its  practice.  His  plan  consisted  in  intro- 
natural  character.  The  toes  were  ducing  a  cataract-needle  under  the 
turned  forwards,  and  more  spread  out ;  skin  for  some  way,  then  transfixing 
the  heel  down,  and  the  sole  of  the  such  tumors,  and  pressing  the  fluid 
foot  ilat,  and  turned  to  the  ground,  into  the  surrounding  cellmar  tissue. 
The  patient,  delighted  with  the  eflect  The  cyst  may  thus  not  only  be  trans- 
of  this lastincision,  exclaimed, ''Doctor,  fixed  in  diflerent  directions  from  one 
this  is  the  best  cut  of  all !"  After  the  puncture  of  the  skin,  but  its  inner 
operation,  Mr.  Campbell,  surgeon,  in  surface  freely  scarified,  or  deeper  inci- 
Calton,  to  whom  the  case  belonged,  sions  made,  so  as  to  destroy  the  inte- 
and  who  assisted  me  in  the  operation,  grity  of  the  secreting  membrane,  and 
placed  the  foot  in  a  very  simple  appa-  give  to  the  fluid  an  easy  exit  into  the 
ratus  which  he  had  previously  pre-  surrounding  cellular  texture. 
pared,  but  which  fulfilled  all  the  indi-  By  an  easy  gradation  a  similar  prac- 
cations  required  in  the  treatment  of  tice  may  be  extended  to  tumors  of 
such  cases,  viz.  to  maintain  the  foot  various  Kinds,  particularly  those  of  a 
fairiy  upon  its  sole,  with  the  heel  simple  and  non-mahgnant  nature,  de- 
down,  the  toes  turned  forwards  and  a  pendent  for  their  vitality  and  growth 
little  outwards,  with  the  free  play  of  on  the  surrounding  cysts.  Thus  in  an 
the  ankle-joint.  It  is  now  seven  weeks  adipose,  atheromatous,  or  steatomatous 
since  the  operation  was  performed,  and  tumor,  the  introduction  of  a  cataract- 
the  case  I  am  enabled  to  state  is  pro-  needle,  so  as  to  destroy  the  natural 
gressing  most  satis&ctorily.  cohesion  of  its  parts,  or,  as  some  would 

The  evacuation  of  fluids  enclosed  in  express  it,  its  organization,  and  break 
cysts  has  also  for  some  time  been  up  at  the  same  time  its  cyst,  mi^ht  be 
eflfected  upon  the  subcutaneous  prin-  the  means  of  procuring  the  death  and 
ciple,  and  probably  the  practice  is  ultimate  absorption  of  such  a  tumor, 
applicable,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  thus  save  the  pain  and  disfigura^ 
toencystedtumors  of  every  kind;  psoas  tion  of  extirpation  Some  years  ago, 
abscess  should  invariably  be  evacuated  the  late  Mr.  Greorge  Macleod,  of  tnis 
in  this  way,  and  circumscribed  abscess  city,  stated,  that  he  had  been  success* 
of  a  specific  or  unhealthy  nature  might  ful  in  dissipating  tumors  of  the  eye- 
be  treated  in  a  similar  manner.    My  lids  in  this  manner,  and  if  I  mistake 
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not,  he  proposed  to  apjjly  the  practice  sharp-pointed  bistoury,  or  other  histru- 
to  tumors  of  every  Rind.  I  do  not  ment  adapted  for  the  purpose,  under 
think  this  practice  should  be  resorted  the  skin — an  operation  which  can  in 
to  in  carcinomatous  or  malignant  tu-  all  cases  be  easily  performed,  which 
mors  of  any  kind;  total  extirpation  of  would  occasion  little  pain,  which  would 
the  diseased  mass  is  then  mdispen-  fulfil  the  indications  required,  and  pro- 
sable,  though  unfortunately  not  always  duce  no  external  disfiguration.  2d,  In 
a  permanently  successful  mode  of  cure,  inflammation  of  the  skin  itself  these 

2d.  Diseases  to  which  the  subcutaneous  operations  might  be  useful.  In  phleg- 
mode  qf  operating  maybe  extended. — I  monous  and  circumscribed  erysipelatous 
am  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  inflammations,  in  particular,  this  treat- 
that,  as  surgical  science  advances,  the  ment  might  be  aaopted.  Instead  of 
principle  upon  which  subcutaneous  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  skin — 
operations  are  performed  will  be  more  instead  of  numerous  punctures  with  the 
favourablyregarded,  and  the  operations  lancet,  or  long  incisions  through  the 
themselves,  under  various  forms  and  skin,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Hutchi- 
modifications,  successfully  applied  to  son,  anddaily  used  in  the  treatment  of 
the  treatment  of  numerous  and  diver-  erysipelas,  I  would  propose  to  scarify 
sified  surgical  affections.  At  present  I  the  inner  surface  of  the  skin — an  ope- 
can  venture  only  to  refer  to  a  few  ration  which  would  be  attended  with 
morbid  conditions  which,  from  analogy,  less  pain  than  the  incisions  at  present 
OF  the  nature  and  structure  of  the  parts  in  use— ^ which  would  affect  vessels  the 
proposed  to  be  operated  upon,  appear  opening  of  which  would  have  a  much 
to  me  adapted  for  such  an  operation.  more  controlling    influence  over    the 

Ist.  Subcutaneous  incisions  might  be  inflammatory  action  than  the  ordinary 
used  in  the  treatment  of  inflammation  applications  to  the  free  surface  of  the 
of  the  fibrous  membranes  of  the  body  integuments.  In  the  early  stages  of 
at  any  place  where  these  membranes  are  phlegmonous  and  erysipelatous  inflam- 
situated,  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  mations,  and  in  various  kinds  of  cuta- 
skin  to  the  exterior  surface  of  the  bones,  neous  eruptions,  I  would  introduce  a 
In  inflammation  of  these  membranes,  small  lancet  or  cataract  needle  through 
or  in  the  parts  immediately  under  them,  the  skin,  near  the  point  where  the  in- 
the  pain  and  intensity  of  the  inflamma-  flammation  first  appeared,  and  scarify 
tion  are  subdued  by  incisions  through  freely  the  inner  surface  of  the  chorion, 
these  membranes.  This  is  well  known.  This  would  unload  the  vessels  into  the 
and  has  been  long  acted  upon.  But  subcutaneous  cellular  texture.  The 
the  practice  of  the  present  day  is  to  eflfiised  blood  thus  produced  would 
involve  also  the  skin  in  the  operation,  moderate,  I  presume,  in  various  ways. 
In  fascial,  and  subfascial  inflammation,  the  cutaneous  inflammation  :  by  the 
as  well  as  in  periostitis,  and  all  diseases  quantity  of  fluid  effused ;  by  the  me- 
of  this  kind!,  we  make  a  free  incision  ctianical  compression  which  tne  effused 
through  the  skin  ;  not  that  the  skin  is  fluid  would  have  on  the  vessels  enter- 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  or  even  ma-  ing  the  inner  surface  of  *the  skin,  and 
terially  aflfected,  but  apparently  for  the  probably  also  by  the  stimulus  to  the 
purpose  of  reaching  tne  seat  of  the  process  of  absorption  which  the  eflused 
disease ;  as  if  the  necessary  incision  fluid  might  superinduce.  3d,  Hydrops 
through  the  deep-seated  textures  could  articuli,  and  purulent  effusions  into  the 
not  be  effected  without  first  seriously  joints,  might  be  relieved  or  cured  by 
injuring  the  cutaneous  investment,  the  subcutaneous  operations.  When 
The  object  of  these  incisions  is  twofold ;  the  dropsy  of  a  joint  is  not  speedily  re- 
to  unbridle  or  remove  tension  from  lieved  oy  general  or  such  local  treat- 
certain  parts,  and  to  unload  the  vessels  ment  as  bUsters,  compression,  or  friction, 
of  the  textures  aflTected.  Both  of  these  I  would  recommend  the  employment  of 
objects  could  obviously  be  gained  by  the  subcutaneous  puncture,  and  allow 
the  subcutaneous  operations.  In  fascial  the  fluid  to  drain  into  the  subcutaneous 
and  subfascial  inflammations,  in  peiios-  cellular  membrane,  as  in  the  plan  now 
titis,  paronychia,  and  other  diseases  so  successfully  followed  in  the  treatment 
implicating  directly  or  indirectly  the  of  hvdrocele. 

whAte  fibrous  membranes  of  the  body,  Tnere  is  an  inherent  dread  in  the 

I  would  propose,  then,  to  incise  these  profession  of  exposing  the  cavity  of 

membranes  by  introducing  a  narrow  any  hu-ge  articulation ;  and  this  appre- 
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hension  of  danger  has,    I   have    no  a  small  trocar  and  canula  were  used, 

doubt,  frequently  prevented  the  neces-  and  the  instrument  carried  for  some  dis- 

sary  evacuation  of    fluids   that  were  tance  under  the  skin  before  the  abdo- 

straining  the  textures,  and  otherwise  minal  cavity  was  penetrated,  such  an 

producing,    mechanically,    local     and  accident  could  haraly  occur, 

constitutional  disturbance.      But    the  4thly,  The  treatment  of  varicose  veins 

danger  arising  from  the  penetration  of  by  the  subcutaneous  incision  would,  I 

a  joint  is  always  in  the  ratio  of  the  think,  be  an  improvement  in  surgeiy. 

degree  of  communication  of  the  atmos-  The  ligature  on  such  veins  is  apt  to 

pheric  air  \nith  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  excite  phlebitis,  with  its  train  of  dan- 

If  the  joints  are  opened  with  a  due  re-  gerous  and  often  fatal  symptoms;  and 

gardtothe  exclusion  of  the  atmospheric  although  the  cutting  across  of  these 

air,  the  risk  of  danger  is  not  great ;  veins,  as  performed  in  the  usual  mode 

probably  not  greater  than  that  attend-  of  operating,  is  a  practice  not  free  from, 

ing  the  subcutaneous  incisions  of  mus-  danger,    yet    I   conceive    the    danger 

cles.       I    draw  this  conclusion   from  would  be  much  lessened,  if  not  entirely 

actual  observation.      I    have  seen  M.  removed,  by  introducing  a  slender  in- 

Jules  Gu^rin  frequently  cut  across  the  strumcnt,  such  as  a  cataract  needle,  an 

lateral  ligaments  of  the  ankle  and  knee,  inch  at  least  from  the  vein  to  be  cut, 

and  penetrate  these  articulations,  in  his  and  dividing  the  vein  with  the   least 

subcutaneous  treatment  of  deformities  disturbance  possible  to  the   adjacent 

of  these  joints,  and  in  no  instance  did  parts.     This  view  is  strongly  corrobo- 

the  slightest  bad  consequence  follow,  rated  by  the  fact  that  the  application 

Gu^rin,  in  his  lectures,  states  that  he  is  of  the  ligature,  even  upon  the  subcuta- 

in  the  daily  practice  of  performing  such  neous  principle,    to  certain    varicose 

operations,  and  that  his  practice  is  not  veins,   is   attended   with  little  or    no 

only  free  from   danger,  but  eminently  danger.     I  have  seen  Ricord,  of  Paris, 

successful.     In  penetrating  the  cavity  apply    the   ligature  to   the   spermatic 

of  a  joint  for  any  necessary  purpose,  veins  for  varicocele;  and  in  September 

the  openings  through  the  skin  and  cap-  last  he  had  performed  the  operation 

sule  should  be  small,  and  never  di-  twelve  times  without  one  unsuccessful 

rectly  opposite  each  other.     In  opening  result. 

the  knee-joint,  for  example,  for  the  5thly,  Neuralgia  may  also  be  treated 
purpose  we  will  suppose  of  removing  a  with  eifect  upon  the  subcutaneous 
dropsical  effusion,  I  would  introduce  a  principle.  In  the  surgical  treatment  of 
slender  sharp-pointed  bistoury  or  cata-  tliis  disease  the  object  is  to  divide  the 
ract  needle  thrpugh  the  skm  at  the  affected  nerve  with  as  little  external 
lateral  and  lower  part  of  the  ligament  disfiguration  as  possible.  This  remark 
of  the  patella ;  I  would  then  carry  the  is  particularly  applicable  to  neuralgia 
instrument  directly  upwards  under  the  of  the  fifth  pair.  Some  years  ago  I 
skin,  for  an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half,  was  called  to  a  case  of  tic-douloiu-cux 
penetrate  the  capsule,  and  with  greater  of  the  infra-orbital  nerve.  An  attempt, 
or  less  freedom,  according  to  the  degree  I  learned,  had  previously  been  made  to 
of  viscidity  of  the  contained  fluid :  I  divide  the  nerve,  and  the  cicatrix 
would  tlien  withdraw  the  instrument,  which  presented  itself  resembled  more 
close  up  carefully  the  puncture  in  the  mark  of  a  sabre- wound  across  the 
the  skin,  and  by  pressure  assist  in  face  than  the  effect  of  a  delicate  sur- 
forcing  the  fluid  through  the  opening  gical  operation.  Since  the  occurrence 
thus  made  in  the  capsule  into  the  sub-  of  that  case  I  have  inculcated  the  pro- 
cutaneous  and  neighbouring  cellular  priety  of  dividing  the  branches  of  that 
texture.  nerve  without  disfiguring  the  counte- 
In  tapping  for  dropsy  of  every  kind  nance,  and  have  shewn  how  this  could 
regard  might  be  paid  with  advantage  be  accomplished  by  introducing  small 
to  the  subcutaneous  mode  of  operating,  instruments  of  a  particular  form,  either 
even  where  the  fluid,  from  its  situation,  through  the  skin,  or,  so  far  as  the  infra- 
quantity,  or  the  nature  of  the  cause  orbital  and  mental  branches  are  con- 
producing  it,  requires  to  be  drawn  off  cerned,  through  the  mucous  membrane 
entirely  and  directly  from  the  system,  of  the  mouth.  This  last  mode  I  consi- 
The  ordinary  or  direct  mode  of  tapping  der  in  some  respects  superior  to  the 
(j^r  ascites  is  sometimes  followed  "witn  other,  as  the  skin  of  the  face  is  l(.»ft  en- 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum ;  but  if  tirely  uiitouchcd,  the  atmosphciie  air 
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more   effectually   excluded,   and   the  gastrio :  there  was  a  remarkable  mal- 

nerves  divided  probably  with  less  pain,  formation  of  the  chest,  the  xyphoid 

at  all  events  with  more  facility  and  cartilage  being,  as  it  were.  Dressed  in- 

certainty.  wards,  forming  a  deep  hollow.    His 

Such  is  a  short  list  of  cases  to  which  mother  stated  that  about  Christmas, 

the  subcutaneous  operations  have  been,  1835,  he  began  to  complain  of  fatigue 

or  I  presimie  maybe,  extended.    In  the  after   walking,    and    uxat    whenever 

greater  number  of  Uiese  cases  I  have  she  moved  him  he  cried  from  pain :  he 

either  performed  the  operation  myself  walked   with    the    toe   everted,   and 

or  seen  them  performed  by  others.    Or,  dragged  the  hmb  after  him.     It  was  in 

where  the  suggestion  is  entirely  novel,  the  month  of  February  that  she  first 

or  the  practice  not  yet  introduced,  I  observed  the  swelling   of  the  nates, 

haveeitner  proved  its  practicabi  Li tv  on  About  five  months   previous    to    the 

the  dead  subject,  or  satisfied  myself  of  appearance  of  the  local  disorder  he 

its  appHcability  to  the  cases  in  ques-  had  an  attack  of  scarlatina,  which  was 

tion,  from  reasoning,  and  the  light  of  short  in  its  duration;  but  it  had  scarcely 

analogy.  subsided    when    hooping-cough    ap- 

IS,  North  Htmorer  Street.  Gtaigow.  ??^^.??^  j*"'^^  for  twelve  weeks. 

Cth  Marcli,  1S41.  About  this  time  he  suffered  repeated 

attacks  of  thoracic  inflammation,  which 

■ — . left  him  in  a  very  debilitated  state.    In 

the  May  following  he  was  attacked 

ON  HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  with  measles,     from    which    he    re- 

ABSCESS.  covered  shortly.     He  came  to   Mar- 
gate in  that  month,  and  in  June,  as 

Bt  Wm.  Oum  Chalk,  Eso.  already   stated,   became   an   out-door 

Reaideut  Samon  to  the  Royal  Sea-Bathinff  ptient.     His    mother    attributes    the 

lafirmary,  Biargate.  local  disease    to    an    accident  which 

[Contimied  from  VoL  XXVII.  p.  9*9.]  happened  whilst  lifting  him  out  of  a 

^^^  warm  bath,  m  domg  which  the  limb 

was  suddenly  twisted;  he  suffered  neat 

As  real  shortening  of  the  limb  is  un-  pain  at  the  time,  but  it  soon  passed  off; 

common  without   dislocation    of   the  shortly  afterwards,  however,  the  symp- 

femur,  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  toms  just  now  described  ensued.    My 

relating  another  instance;  tne  only  one,  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  state 

with  the  exception  of  those  already  of  his  general  health, 

mentioned,  that  has  coine  under  my  Leeches  were  apphed  to  the  epigas- 

observation.    The  case  is  highly  in-  trium,  followed  by  a  blister ;   aperients 

terestine,  firom  my  having  been  enabled  of  calomel  and  jalap  were  ordered  twice 

to  watcn  its  profi^ess  during  a  period  a  week,  and  the  bowels  were  frequently 

of  five  years,  ana  from  the  complica-  evacuated  with  enemata  of  warm  water. 

tions  that   have   arisen   during   that  He  took  a  mixture  of  Liq.  Ammon. 

time.     T.  E.  King,  st  5,    admitted  Acet.  and  Tartarized  Antimony ;  these, 

June  20th,  1836,  suffering  under  disease  together  with  a   strict   antiphlogistic 

of  the  ri^ht  hip.    The  local  symptoms  regimen,  were  persevered  in  until  the 

were  as  follows:  fulness  of  the  nates,  febrile  svmptoms  were  subdued.    The 

with  perceptible  fluctuation  behind  the  warm  salt-water  bath  was  used  at  in-> 

great  trochanter :   the  limb  was  drawn  tervals,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 

up  and  shortened  to  about  an  inch  and  a  would  admit,  and  formed  the  only  local 

half;  the  toe  was  everted ;  pain  in  the  treatment  at  this  time.    His  general 

groin    sometimes    acute,   particularly  health,  together  with  the  local  symp- 

when  recumbent.    Percussion  over  the  toms,  soon  improved.    The  treatment 

trochanter  caused  great  suffering ;  any  was  perseverea  in,  with  occasional  in- 

attempt  at  walking  produced  much  in-  tennissions,  up  to  Ausust  20th.    He 

convenience.    His  G^eneral  health  was  now  took  a  mixture  of  Iodide  of  Potass 

greatly  impaired ;    ne  was   labouring  and  Cinnamon-water  (2  grs.  to  the  ^A 

under  februe  symptoms.     The  pulse  three  times  a  day,  which  he  continued 

wa»  quick;    skm  not  and  dry;    the  up  to  September  13,  when  the  Decoct, 

tongue  covered  with  a  thick  white  fur ;    Cmcho!n«"  ^'^ 1--^*-  -  ■■  #■«-  a^  qjjj, 

tfwmAO'^      «mM&/viilavi*-<T     f\f    4\\A      dlviriA     bStffZ'i:.^        . . 
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healthy,  to  obviate  which  he  was  or-  that  the  nates  on  both  sides  were  be- 

dered  occasional  doses  of  Pulv.  Scam-  coming  fuller ;    fluctuation  was  more 

mon.  Co.  and  Pulv.  Jalapee  Co.,  and  to  amwrent  on  the  right  side  (the  first 

persist  in  the  use  of  enemata.    On  the  anected),  whilst  it  was  sufficiently  per- 

22nd  of  October  he  began  to  complain  ceptible  on  the  left.    He  was  still  al- 

of  pain  in  the  left  knee,  which  soon  lowed  to  move  about  on  his  crutches, 

became  somewhat  swollen,  accompa-  as  he  suffered  no  pain.    As  the  suppu- 

nied  by    shght   heat      Flexion    and  rative  process  proceeded  I  applied  an 

extension     produced     inconvenience,  ointment   of  the   iodide  of  mercury 

and  he  generally  kept  the  knee  ex-  (5  gis.  to  the  oz.  of  lard)  spread  on 

tended.    Ue  was  discharged   at    the  tint,  over  each  swelting,  every  night  at 

closing  of  the  House,  October  28th,  bed-time,  in  order  to  decrease  the  size 

having  on  the  whole   derived    great  of  the  abscess  by  means  of  partial  ab- 

benefit.  sorption  r  this  was  effected  to  a  certain 

As  I    was  interested    in   the  case  extent.   When  the  ointment  caused  too 

I  continued  my  attendance.     In  the  much  irritation  on  the  skin,  or  any 

course  of   two  or  three   weeks   the  tendency  to  iodism  was  evinced,  it  was 

affection  of  the  knee-joint  increased  omitted  for  a  time.    Within  about  a 

rapidly,  and   soon   presented  all  the  month  from  the  period  of  the  opening 

symptoms  of  acute  synovitis.  The  pain  of  the  abscesses,  which  occurred  in  the 

became  so  great  that  he  could  not  bear  first  week  of  the  April  following,  1838, 

the  stightest  movement,  or  even  the  the  only  local  apptication  used  was  a  rag 

pressure  of  the  bed-clothes :  the  heat  ,  moistened  with  water,  and  covered  in 

and  swelling  increased ;  the  limb  was  with  oiled  silk :  the  matter  on  the  left 

now  rigidlyextended;  his  nights  were  sidewas  first  discharged  from  asmallori- 

sleepless.  These  symptoms  were  accom-  fice,  which  formed  of  itself  on  the  upper 

named  by  intense  febrile  accessions,  and  outer  side  of  the  thigh,  and  about 

tieeches  were  again  apptied  to  the  epi-  half  a  pint  of  serous  finid,  with  a  slight 

gastrium,  and  a  strict   antiphlogistic  admixture  of  tuberculous  matter,  es- 

treatment  once  more   adopted.    Cold  caped :  about  three  days  afterwards  the 

lotions  were  applied  to  the  knee,  and  abscess  opened  on  the  right  side ;    the 

every  means  used  to  maintain  the  Umb  discharge  being  precisely  similar  to  the 

in  a  state  of  perfect  quietude.     It  was  other,  but  less  m  quantity.    He  was 

some  weeks  before  the  synovitis  yielded  again  received  at  the  Infirmarv,  July 

to  this  treatment,  and  when  it  did  he  the  25th.    The  wounds  were  still  open : 

began  to  complain  of  pain  about  the  by  the  end  of  June  following,  that  on 

hip  on  the  same  side :  a  few  leeches  the  right  side  had  healed,  but  the  left 

were  applied  in  the  vicinity  of  the  orifice  was  discharging  rather  profusely 

Joint,  followed  by  the  application  of  at  the  time  of  his  return  home  Oct. 

loduretted  lotions.  It  is  unnecessary  to  the '  17th.    It    closed   shortly   after- 

foUow  out  the  treatment  any  further  at  wards.    On  the  ensuing  5th  of  Nov.  I 

this  period;  and  it  need  only  be  said  was  suddenly  called  to  see  him:   his 

that  by  constant  and  unremittmgatten-  mother  had  taken  him  a  day  or  two 

tion,  and  by  the  aid  of  tonics  of  Bark,  before  to  Hackney  in  a  cab :  he  com- 

Inf.  Gent.  Co.  &c.,  to|^ther  with  a  plained  of  considerable  pain  from  the 

generous  diet  of  meat,  wine,  porter,  &c.,  jolting  of  the  vehicle,  at  me  upper  and 

he  recovered  slowly  from  these  symp-  inner  part  of  the  thigh,  whicn  con- 

toms,  and  was  readmitted  as  an  out-  tinned  to  increase  up  to  the  time  of 

door  patient,  May  19,  1837,  greatly  im-  my  visit.     On  examination  I  found 

S roved   in    every   respect,    and   was  a  tumor  about  the  size    of  a  large 

ischarged  the  18th  of  October  fol-  orange,  with  great  heat  and  redness, 

lowing.    His  health  was  excellent  at  and  a  sensation  of  acute  throbbing: 

this  time;  he  did  not  suflRsr  any  pain  it  was  evident  that  suppuration  was 

in  either  hip  or  knee-joints,  and  could  taking  place  with  great  rapiditv.  These 

walk  tolerably  well  on  crutches.    The  symptoms  were  accompanied  ov  irrita- 

right  limb  was  everted  and  shortened  tive  fever,  great   thirst,  and  neat  of 

to  about  an  inch  and  a  half;  the  left  skin :  pulse  above  a  hundred  beats  in  a 

limb  was   still  extended :    the  thigh  minute :  the  suppurative  process  was 

could  be  bent  on  the  pelvis,  and  exten-  soon  completed,  and  about  four  ounces 

sion  made  without  causing  any  pain,  of  healthy  pus  discharged :  the  abscess 

Soon  after  his  return  home  1  observed  healed  in  about  a  fortnight,  and  un« 
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der   sintable^  treatment  he  soon   re-  on  the  left  side  soon  after  the  synovitis 
covered  his  health  and  strength.     He  of  the  knee :    in    all  probability  the 
was  again    admitted,    as  an     out-pa-  suppuration  was  sympathetic:    it  wa^ 
tient,  June  20,  1839.     He  could  now  also  more  superficial ;  and  although  it 
walk  with  a  stick,  but  in  a  very  awkward  formed    full    six    months  subsequent 
manner, — both    limbs    being   everted,  to  that   on  the    right   side,  was  the 
He  underwent   a  course  of  bathing,  first  to  break.    The  constant  tendency 
chiefly  the  douche,  warm  and   cold,  to  t^e   formation    of    matter  on  the 
apphed  over  the  hip-joints.     He  took  occurrence  of  the  slightest  injury  in 
Decoct.  Cinchons  at  times,  and  was  this  c^ise  is  remarkable ;  in  proportion, 
still  allowed  a  generous  diet:  the  bowels  however,   as  his  general    neaith   im- 
were    carefully    regulated    as  before,  proved,  each   recurrence  of  the  local 
He  left   die   infirmary  October  21st,  disease    was   less  severe.      The   con- 
greatly  improved  in  every  respect.  From  stitutional  symptoms  havingpnow  sub- 
mis  time  I  saw  little  of  him  ifntil  Nov.  sided,    there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
of  the  year  1840,  when  I  was  requested  of  his  ultimate  recovery, 
by  his  parents  to  examine  him.     I  now  It  would  appear  from  the  two  follow- 
found   a    fluctuating  swelling  immc-  ing  cases  that  dislocation  of  the  head  of 
diately  behind  the    great  trochanter,  the  femur  from  the  cotyloid  cavity  may 
and  it  was  evident  that  suppuration  take  place  independent  of  any  disease 
was  going  on.     Upon  making  inquiries  of  the  articulation  itself,  from  position 
into  the  cause  of  this,  I  learnt  that  he  adopted  by  the  patient  for  the  relief 
had  received  a  blow  from  one  of  his.  of  other  parts: — 
school-fellows  just  above  the  popliteal  John  G.   Butter,  set.   13,    admitted 
space,  which  he  said  caused  some  slieht  May  9. 1837*  suffering  from  necrosis  of 
pain  about  the  hip  at  the  time :  Uiis  the  left  tibia,  ostitis  of  the  left  sterno- 
nappened  about  five  or  six  weeks  pre-  clavicular  portion  of  the  left  clavicle, 
vious  to  his  leaving  Margate  in  Sept.  and  from  a  small  strumous  ulcer  on  the 
last.    He  suflered  scarcely  any  pain  or  chest :  previous  to  his  arrival  he  had 
inconvenience  during  the  formation  of  experienced   an  attack   of   rheumatic 
the    abscess.      A    small    quantity   of  fever,  and  the  leg  had  been  severely 
whey-like    fluid    was    discharged  re-  aflected.    There  was  partial  dislocation 
cently  from  an  opening  in  the  situa-  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  which  could 
tion  of  the  former  cicatrix,  which  has  be  distinctly  felt  resting  on  the  rim  of  the 
since  ulcerated  to  about  the  size  of  a  acetabulum :  the  limb  was  lengthened 
shilling,  and  at  the  time  of    writing  to  about  an  inch  and  a  half.     He  had 
this  is  nearly  healed.     He  now  walks  never  suflered  the  leant  pain  in  the 
on  crutches  without  any  inconvenience ;  articulation.      During  his  illness  he 
tliey  are  used  for  the  sake  of  guarding  had  been  in  the  habit  of  crossing  the 
against  accident,  rather  tlian  from  any  leg  aflected  as  far  over  to  the  sound 
inability  to  do  without  them.     I  have  side  as  possible.     He  left  the  infirmary 
recently  examined  both  articulations ;  Oct.  21st,  (}uite  well,  the  head  of  the 
he  has  recovered   the    use    of   them,  femur  having  regained   its    position, 
The  trochanter  of  the  right  side  is  con-  slight  weakness  of  the  extremity  alone 
siderably  higher  than  natural,  being  remaining. 

scarcely  more  than  an  inch  from  the  Wm.  H.  Elsworthy,  set.  14,  admitted 

crista  ilii,  yet  the  shortening    of   the  Sept.  8,  1837,  suficring  under  necrosis 

limb  is  now  scarcely  perceptible :  there  of  the  left  tibia,  consequent  on  rheu- 

is  no  e version  of  either  foot.     He  suf-  matism,  with  dislocation  on  the  dorsum 

fers  no  inconvenience  about  the  left  ilii ;  the  limb  was  turned  inwards,  and 

knee,  and  the  action  of  the  joint  is  per-  was  considerably  shortened :  the  head 

feet.     It  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted  of  the  thigh-bone  could  be  distinctly 

that  the  neck  of  the  femur  is  altered  in  felt,  and  it  was  exceedingly  moveable, 

its  position,  as  in  the  case  of  H.  Eagle ;  He  had  never  suflered  any  pain  in  the 

the  form  of  the  nates  and  the  situa-  articulation,  nor  could  he  or  his  friends 

tion  of  the  trochanter  being  precisely  say  how  or  when  the  dislocation  took 

similar.       Suppuration    cannot    have  place.     He  left  the  infirmary  October 

taken    nlace    within    the    cansule    of    the     27th.    the    local    d:rr-^„    
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place  as  a  consequence  of  necrosis  of  investigation  of  Ihem  •.  By  careful 
the  tibia.  There  cannot,  I  think,  be  questioning,  I  found  that  she  was  doing 
a  doubt  that  the  capsular  ligament  must  some  needlework  at  the  time  she  over- 
hcive  undergone  elongation,  (particu-  balanced  herself.  In  falling  she  re- 
larly  in  the  latter  case),  as  mentioned  by  membered  to  have  felt  a  snapping  sen- 
Mr.  Stanley,  in  a  paper  already  alluded  sation  in  the  hip,  followed  by  acute 
to ;  and  this  circumstance,  together  pain,  which  she  always  referred  to  the 
with  the  position  and  atrophoos  state  spot  already  mentioned.  She  did  not 
of  the  muscles  consequent  on  emacia-  apply  for  advice  until  the  end  of  the 
tion  and  inactivity,  must  have  com-  week  following  the  accident,  when  a 
bined  to  produce  luxation.  medical    gentleman    was     called    in. 

Thedise&ses  wi  th  which  morbus  coxcD  Leeches  were  applied  to  the  )iip»  fol- 

ma^r  be  confounded,  such  as  hemor-  lowed '  by  a  blister,  and  these  means 

rhoids,  sciatica,  &c.  &c.  have  been  ably  were  persevered  in,  at  intervals,  up  to 

described  by  Sir  Charles  BeU,  but  by  April  IGth,  when,  having  derived  no 

far  ^hc  most  serious  and  most  important  relief,  she  entered  a  hospital.     A  large 

to  distinguish  is  psoas  abscess.     I  will,  blister  was  now  placed  over  the  articu> 

however,  take  this  opportunity  of  re-  lation,  and  kept  open.    Leeches,  to  the 

lating  a  case  of  similated  coxalgia  from  number  of  seventv,   were  applied   at 

the  presence  of  a  foreign  body,  as  it  is  different  times ;   sne  was  strictly  con- 

the  only  one  I  have  ever  met  with,  and  fined  to  the  recumbent  position,  and  a 

may  serve  to  place  us  on  our  guard  suitable    medical    treatment   adopted, 

when  examining  these  cases.      Ann  At  the  end  of  eight  weeks,  the  symp- 

Hanison,  eet.  22,  admitted  July  23d,  toms  being  somewhat  abated,  she  was 

1839.      The    patient  stated  that  she  allowed  to  quit  her  bed  and  walk  on 

had  been  suffering  under  disease  of  the  crutches.      Soon  afterwards,  however, 

right  hip-joint  for  live  months  past,  she  was  seized  with  violent  pain  in  the 

which  originated  in  a  fall  from  her  knee  of  the  same  side,  which  was  more 

chair  on  the  11th  of  March  last.    The  acute  at  night.     She  continued  much 

limb  appeared  shortened :    when  she  in  the  same  state  up  to  the  time  of  her 

stood  on  her  crutches  the  toe  scarcely  admission  into  the  iniirmarv.     It  now 

touched  the  ground.    The  shortening  occurred  to  me  that  the  local  symptoms 

arose  from  contraction  of  the  knee-  might    have    originated   in    the   pre- 

joint :  flexion,  extension,  rotation,  &c.  sence  of  a  foreign  body  imbedded  in 

^ve  no  pain,  nor  was  there  any  on  the  soft  parts,  and  that  it  might  be  a 

percussion     over     the     articulation,  needle,  the  circumstance  of  her  being 

whilst  under  examination  she  called  employed  at  the  time  in  needle-work 

my  attention  to  a  particular  spot  be-  rendering  it  probable;  and  on  examin- 

hind  and  rather  below  the  creat  tro-  ing  the  small  rounded  body  (which  had 

chanter,  which  she  said  was  edways  ex-  undergone  some  diminution  since  the 

cessively  painful  when  touched.     At  improvement  in  her  general  health),  I 

this  point  I  found  a  small  rounded  thought  I  coulddetectahardpointedsub 

body  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  which  stanceby  the  peculiar  resistance  afforded 

seemed  immediately  beneatn  the  inte-  to  the  finger.  On  September  1 1th,  just 

guments.      Her    general  health    was  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  her  admis- 

much  deranged ;  pulse  quick  and  fee-  sion,  I  made  a  crucial  incision  through 

Ue;    tonfi^e  furred;    bowels  costive ;  the  integuments  about  a  quarter  of  an 

great  tenderness  in  epi^astrio,  as  well  inch  in  depth,  and  after  a  little  time 

as  in  the  flexures  of  the  colon.    She  succeeded   in  withdrawing  with    my 

had  lately  suffered  from  hecdc  fever,  forceps  a  portion  of  a  needle,  about  an 

The  catamenia  had  been  suppressed  for  inch  and  a  quarter  in  length,  which 

several  months.    Her  health  had  been  had  penetrated  with  the  eye  foremost, 

delicate  prior  to  the  accident.      My  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that 

attention  was  first  turned  to  the  relief  after  this  the  local  symptoms  subsided, 

of  the  general  symptoms.    The  hepatic  The  patient  was  discharged  quite  well 

treatment  was  adopted,  and  her  health  October  11th.    The  pain  in  the  knee, 

soon  underwent  an  obvious  improve-  in  this  instance,  arose  no  doubt  from 

ment.  the  accumulations  in  the  colon,  which 

I  could  not  satisfy  myself  as  to  the 

precise  nature  of  the  local  symptoms,  .  g^^  ^^  ^^  j^  ^^^  ^^,^  .i,,.^^  ^  fortnight 

and  I  therefore  determined  on  a  closer  at  this  time. 
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were  unnBuallf^  great :  in  proportion  as  pain  exists }  but  as  soon  as  it  subsides, 
this  organ  was  relieved,  it  subsided,  he  should  be  allowed  to  get  about  on 
and  was  nearly  gone  before  the  needle  crutches,  and  take  exercise  in  the  open 
was  remoYed.  air.  Lonff  confinement  to  bed  is  highly 
The  causes  of  morbus  coxie  may  be  prejudicial  to  persons  suffering  from 
thus  enumerated: — First,  local  injuries,  strumous  disorders  of  an^  kind.  The 
such  as  falls,  blows,  sprains,  &c.  auring  system  of  rest,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
theexistence  of  the  tubercular  diathesis  I  carried  to  far  too  great  an  extent  in 
second,  injuries,  more  or  less  remote,  chronic  affections  of  the  joints  gene- 
acting  as  an  exciting  cause  whenever  rally.  loduretted  and  poppy  fomenta- 
the  system  is  predisposed  to  take  on  tions  may  be  applied  over  tiie  articula- 
the  scrofulous  or  tuberculous  character ;  tion,  or  mild  ointments  of  iodine  and 
third,  rheumatic  action ;  fourth,  exter-  iodide  of  potass  spread  on  lint.  If 
nal  violence,  without  any  predisposing  there  be  much  heat  of  the  parts,  the 
constitutional  causes,  the  latter  are  ioduretted  lotions  may  prove  servicea- 
the  least  frequent.  Whenever  we  are  ble.  The  warm  salt  water  bath  will 
called  on  to  treat  diseases  of  the  hip-  also  be  useful  at  this  time.  As  the  use 
joint,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  of  counter-irritants,  such  as  moxse, 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  issues,  &c.  have  been  generally  recom- 
may  have  arisen,  as  the  success  of  our  mended  at  this  stage  of  the  disorder, 
treatment  must  be  mainly  dependent  and  have  so  long  found  favour  amon? 
thereon.  As  scrofulous  affections  of  sureeons  in  the  treatment  of  it,  1 
the  articulation  are  by  far  the  most  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  -saying 
numerous  and  important,  I  shall  con-  something  concerning  their  use.  The 
fine  myself  principally  to  a  considera-  constant  employment  of  them,  and 
tion  of  them.  Our  first  endeavour  their  equally  constant  failure  in  ar- 
should  be,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  how  resting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  is 
long  the  strumous  diathesis  may  have  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  cases  re> 
existed :  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  ceived  year  after  year  at  this  infir- 
to  obtain  a  minute  history  of  the  dis-  mary ;  and  I  consider  them  not  only- 
eases  under  which  the  patient  may  unproductive  of  benefit,  but  exceea- 
have  suffered  from  birth  up  to  the  time  ingly  hurtful  to  the  patient,  more  espe- 
of  the  appearance  of  the  local  disorder,  cially  in  their  latter  stages.  I  have 
A  most  careful  examination  should  be  frequently  succeeded,  by  the  healing 
next  made  of  the  state  of  the  nutritive  of  a  moxa,  issue,  &c.  in  allaying  hectic 
functions ;  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  symptoms  that  were  otherwise  unma- 
viscera  should  be  attentively  examined,  nageable.  When  the  integuments  be- 
and  the  extent  to  which  they  ma^  have  come  distended  by  the  altered  condition 
suffered  duly  estimated.  In  this  way  of  the  parts,  and  by  suppuration  about 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  jud^e  of  the  the  iomt,  the  cicatrices  frequently 
probable  success  of  our  endeavours  slough,  or  form  outlets  to  the  abscess ; 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  local  or,  if  this  does  not  happen,  tihey  are 
malady;  for  according  to  the  length  often  highly  sensitive,  and  in  this  way 
of  time  the  constitutional  symptoms  the  sufferinefs  of  the  individual  are  fre- 
may  have  existed,  so  will  be  the  difil-  quently  enhanced,  especially  if  the 
culty  in  subduing  it.  If  the  lungs  case  terminates  fatally, 
should  happen  to  be  the  seat  of  tuber-  In  one  case  I  remember  to  have  seen 
cular  deposit  to  any  great  extent,  or  the  the  carious  head  of  the  femur  protrud- 
liver  be  disorganized,  all  our  attempts  in^  through  a  large  opening,  that  had 
will  prove  unavailing.  The  first  indi-  onginally  been  an  issue,  placed  behind 
cation  is  to  remedy  the  constitutional  the  trochanter.  Sometimes  all  attempts 
mischief,  and  if  our  efforts  are  sue-  at  healing  moxce,  &c.  are  unavailing, 
cessful  fn  this  respect,  the  relief  of  and  thev  assume  the  form  of  strumous 
the  local  malady  is  almost  certain.  If  sores,  adding  to  the  superficial  ulcera^ 
hepatic  congestion  (as  is  commonly  the  tion  that  is  often  present,  especially 
case)  be  present,  the  treatment  before  when   local    depletion     (by   repeated 
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ulcerative  process.  Whenever  these  lier  symptoms,  and  the  disease  pro- 
applioations  are  used  in  the  vicinity  of  ceeds  (as  will  often  be  the  case,  despite 
the  joint,  during  the  existence  of  the  of  our  efforts  to  the  contrary)  to  the 
tubercular  diathesis,  it  is  my  firm  con-  suppurative  stage,  we  must  endeavour 
viction  (based  on  continued  and  often-  to  moderate  it  by  the  application  of  the 
repeated  observation)  that  a  serious  ointments  of  iodine  and  hydriod.  of 
injury  is  inflicted,  not  only  in  these,  potass,  or  the  iodide  of  mercury  spread 
but  in  all  other  strumous  affections  of  on  lint,  and  applied  immediately  over 
the  articulations  generally,  and  that  the  parts.  "We  should  be  careful  to 
they  are  only  so  many  additional  avoia  iodism,  for  if  it  be  carried  to  ^ny 
causes  of  irritation  and  suJSTering  to  the  mat  extent  it  is  generally  injurious, 
patient.  i  have  invariably  found  that  opening 
If  the  disease  were  independent  of  of  the  abscess  (and  this  applies  to 
constitutional  causes,  we  might  per-  strumous  abscesses  generally)  is  preju- 
haps  hope  for  relief;  but  all  tne  wnile  dicial ;  it  should  be  allowed  to  oreiak 
the  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  is  of  itself,  the  situation  forming  no 
going  on,  or  cartilage,  bone,  or  liga-  exception  to  the  rule.  I  have  fre- 
men^  are  undergoing  disominization,  quently  tried  the  various  means  recom- 
from  an  altered  condition  or  the  nutri-  mended  by  authors,  more  especially 
tive  or^ns,  little  hope  of  benefit  can  be  the  valvular  opening,  as  practised  by 
entertainedfrom  local  measures,  unless  Mr.  Abemethv,  but  without  success*, 
the  constitutional  mischief  be  first  re-  The  patient,  if  possible,  should  not  be 
medied.  Every  endeavour  should  be  confined  to  bed,  even  during  the  sup- 
used,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  morbus  purative  stage,  but  should  be  allowed 
coxce,  to  strengthen  the  patient  by  all  to  take  exercise  in  the  open  air,  either 
means  in  our  power.  A  nutritive  and  in  a  carriage,  or  by  walking  on  crutches, 
stimulant  diet  should  be  adopted  in  if  not  productive  of  much  pain.  The 
combination  with  the  hepatic  treat-  milder  iodine  ointments  form  an  excel- 
ment,  and  the  bowels  should  be  care-  lent  application  to  the  superficial  ulcers 
fully  regulated  by  means  of  aperients  and  onfice  of  the  sinuses  in  the  latter 
and  enemata  of  warm  water,  even  after  sta^.  A  lotion  composed  of  nitric 
the  hepatic  symptoms  have  been  sub-  acid  and  vin.  opii,  with  camphor  mix- 
dued,  as  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  ture,  forms  an  excellent  application, 
a  recurrence  of  them.  Local  depletion  especially  when  the  sores,  take  on  a 
should  be  particularly  avoided,  for  the  sloughing  action.  The  following  is  the 
loss  of  blood  even  by  a  few  leeches  formula  of  the  lotion :  — 
produces  a  visible  effect  on  the  consti-  r  Acid.  Nitrici,  nixx.;  Tinct.  Opii,  3ij.; 
tution.  Scrofulous  patients  cannot  Mist.  Camphorw,  jxvj.  M.  ft.  loiio. 
bear  .the  abstraction  of  blood,  for  the  _  .  .  ,-  ,  .  ,  . 
supply  of  it  to  the  system  is  necessarily  Opium  itself  may  be  someUmes  used  m 
deBcient,  from  the  defective  conditions  V^^  of  vin.  opu.  The  lotion  is  gene- 
of  the  assimilative  organs.  1  have  just  rally  applied  by  means  of  charpie,  and 
now  observed  that  tlie  .patient  should  ^^^  edges  of  the  ulcer  are  carefdly 
be  allowed  to  walk  on  crutches  as  soon  supported  by  thin  stnp*  of  adhesive 
pain  subsides,  and,ifnotoftheadult  age,  Pla^'er.  The  dressing  may  be  removed 
It  is  of  great  importance  to  maintain  once  or  twice  m  the  day,  according  to 
them  of  a  proper  length,  for  as  they  the  exigency  of  the  case.  A  carrot 
wear  down,  Mid  the  grSWthof  the  indi-  poultice  applied  over  this  dressing  is 
vidual  advances,  they  will  of  course  be  S^en  of  service,  and  forms  a  most  corn- 
too  short:  if  no  attention  is  paid  to  this  fortable  and  cleaning  application. 
circumstance,andthepatientbeallowed  The  carrots  should  be  boiled  and 
to  walk  on  them,  the  body  will  be  bent  poimded  to  a  soft  pulp.  The  extract 
forward,  and  the  limb  affected  acquire  of  conium  mixed  with  a  bread  poultice 
a  bad  position.  In  my  earlier  acquain-  produces  an  excellent  effect  in  some 
tance  ^h  these  disorders  I  waa  often  loi*™?  o^  irritable  ulcer.  The  water 
struck  with  the  peculiar  deformity  so  dressing,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
produced,  withoutbeing  able  to  account  Lis^n,  is  frequently  serviceable.  Great 
for  the  cause.  The  cliest  is  thrown  attention  should  be  paid  (a  circum- 
forward,  the  lumbar  vertebr©  curved  _^  . ,  ^  ,.  .  u  « 
inward.,  and  the  nate.  protruded.  If  h.;e'5SSiiJSrSlSI.?f  i'SS'S^S^yVfiS 
we  are  unsuccessfiu  m  queuing  the  ear«  sabject. 
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were  unnsuallf  great :  in  proportion  as  pain  exists  j  but  as  soon  as  it  subsides, 
this  organ  was  relieved,  it  subsided,  ne  should  be  allowed  to  get  about  on 
and  was  nearly  gone  before  the  needle  crutches,  and  take  exercise  in  the  open 
was  remoyed.  air.  Lon?  confinement  to  bed  is  highly 
The  causes  of  morbus  coxie  may  be  prejudicial  to  persons  suffering  from 
thus  enumerated : — First,  local  injuries,  strumous  disorders  of  any  kincL  The 
such  as  falls,  blows,  sprains,  &c.  during  system  of  rest,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
theexistenceofthetuberculardiathesisj  carried  to  far  too  great  an  extent  in 
second,  injuries,  more  or  less  remote,  chronic  affections  of  the  joints  gene> 
acting  as  an  exciting  cause  whenever  rally.  loduretted  and  poppy  fomenta- 
the  system  is  predisposed  to  take  on  tions  may  be  applied  over  the  articular 
the  scrofulous  or  tuberculous  character ;  tion,  or  mild  ointments  of  iodine  and 
third,  rheumatic  action ;  fourth,  exter-  iodide  of  potass  spread  on  lint.  If 
nal  violence,  without  any  predisposing  there  be  much  heat  of  the  parts,  the 
constitutional  causes,  the  latter  are  ioduretted  lotions  may  prove  servicea- 
the  least  frequent.  Whenever  we  are  ble.  The  warm  salt  water  bath  will 
called  on  to  treat  diseases  of  the  hip-  also  be  useful  at  this  time.  As  the  use 
joint,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  of  counter-irritants,  such  as  moxse, 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  issues,  &c.  have  been  generally  recom- 
may  have  arisen,  as  the  success  of  our  mended  at  this  stage  of  the  disorder, 
treatment  must  be  mainly  dependent  and  have  so  long  found  favour  amon^ 
thereon.  As  scrofulous  affections  of  surgeons  in  the  treatment  of  it,  1 
the  articulation  are  by  far  the  most  shall  take  this  op]^rtuni^  of  raying 
numerous  and  important,  I  shall  con-  something  concerning  their  use.  The 
fine  myself  principally  to  a  considera-  constant  employment  of  them,  and 
tion  of  them.  Our  first  endeavour  their  equally  constant  fiiilure  in  ar- 
should  be,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  how  resting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  is 
long  the  strumous  diathesis  may  have  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  cases  re- 
existed  :  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  ceived  year  after  year  at  this  infir- 
to  obtain  a  minute  history  of  the  dis-  mary ;  and  I  consider  them  not  only 
eases  under  which  the  patient  may  unproductive  of  benefit,  but  exceed- 
have  suffered  from  birth  up  to  the  time  in^y  hurtful  to  the  patient,  more  espe- 
of  the  appearance  of  the  local  disorder,  daily  in  their  latter  stages.  I  have 
A  most  careful  examination  should  be  frequently  succeeded,  by  the  healing 
next  made  of  the  state  of  the  nutritive  of  a  moxa,  issue,  &c.  in  allaying  hectic 
functions ;  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  symptoms  that  were  otherwise  unma- 
viscera  should  be  attentively  examined,  nageable.  When  the  integuments  be- 
and  the  extent  to  which  they  majr  have  come  distended  by  the  altered  condition 
suffered  duly  estimated.  In  tlus  way  of  the  parts,  and  b^  suppuration  about 
we  shall  be  oetter  able  to  judge  of  the  the  ioint,  the  cicatrices  freauently 
probable  success  of  our  endeavours  slough,  or  form  outlets  to  the  aoscess ; 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  local  or,  if  this  does  not  happen,  they  are 
malady ;  for  according  to  the  length  often  highly  sensitive,  and  in  this  way 
of  time  the  constitutional  symptoms  the  sufferings  of  the  individual  are  fre- 
may  have  existed,  so  will  be  the  diffi-  quently  enhanced,  especially  if  the 
culty  in  subduing  it  If  the  lungs  case  terminates  fatally, 
should  happen  to  be  the  seat  of  tuber-  In  one  case  I  remember  to  have  seen 
cular  deposit  to  any  mat  extent,  or  the  the  carious  head  of  the  femur  protrud- 
liver  be  disorganized,  all  our  attempts  inj^  through  a  large  opening,  that  had 
will  prove  unavailing.  The  first  indi-  originally  been  an  issue,  placed  behind 
cation  is  to  remedy  the  constitutional  the  trochanter.  Sometimes  all  attempts 
mischief,  and  if  our  efforts  are  sue-  at  heahng  moxee,  &c.  are  unavailing, 
cessful  fn  this  respect,  the  relief  of  and  they  assume  the  form  of  strumoua 
the  local  malady  is  almost  certain.  If  sores,  adding  to  the  superficial  ulcera- 
hepatic  congestion  (as  is  commonly  the  tion  that  is  often  present,  especially 
case)  be  present,  the  treatment  liefore  when  local  depletion  (by  repeated 
described  should  be  adopted  without  cuppings  and  leeches),  and  counter- 
delay.  In  the  earlier  stage  of  the  dis-  irritation,  have  been  carried  to  a 
ease  the  patient  should  be  confined  to  great  extent :  the  parts  being  thus 
the  recumbent  posture  as  long  as  any  weiJiened*  are  ever  more  prone  to  the 
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ulceratiTe  process.  Whenever  these  lier  symptoms,  and  the  disease  pro- 
applioations  are  used  in  the  vicinity  of  ceeds  (ns  will  often  be  the  case,  despite 
tne  joint,  during  the  existence  of  the  of  our  efforts  to  the  contrary)  to  the 
tubercular  diathesis,  it  is  my  firm  con-  suppurative  stage,  we  must  endeavour 
viction  (based  on  continued  and  often-  to  moderate  it  by  the  application  of  the 
repeated  observation)  that  a  serious  ointments  of  iodine  and  hydriod.  of 
injury  is  inflicted,  not  only  in  these,  potass,  or  the  iodide  of  mercury  spread 
but  in  all  other  strumous  sdSections  of  on  lint,  and  applied  immediately  over 
the  articulations  generally,  and  that  the  parts.  We  should  be  careful  to 
they  are  only  so  many  additional  avoia  iodism,  for  if  it  be  carried  to  ^y 
causes  of  irritation  and  simering  to  the  ereat  extent  it  is  generally  in}Qrious. 
patient.  I  have  invariably  found  tmtt  opening 
If  the  disease  were  independent  of  of  the  abscess  (and  this  applies  to 
constitutional  causes,  we  might  per-  strumous  abscesses  generally)  is  preju- 
haps  hope  for  relief;  but  all  the  while  dicial ;  it  should  be  allowed  to  break 
the  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  is  of  itself,  the  situation  forming  no 
going  on,  or  cartilage,  bone,  or  liga-  exception  to  the  rule.  I  have  fre« 
ment,  are  undergoing  disoi^nization,  quently  tried  the  various  means  recom- 
from  an  altered  condition  of  the  nutri-  mended  by  authors,  more  especially 
tive  organs,  little  hope  of  benefit  can  be  the  valvular  opening,  as  practised  by 
entertained  from  local  measures,  unless  Mr.  Abemethy,  but  without  success*, 
the  constitutional  mischief  be  first  re-  The  patient,  if  possible,  should  not  be 
roedied.  Every  endeavour  should  be  confined  to  bed,  even  during  the  sup- 
used,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  morbus  purative  stage,  but  should  be  allowed 
cox8e,  to  strengthen  the  patient  by  all  to  take  exercise  in  the  open  air,  either 
means  in  our  power.  A  nutritive  and  in  a  carriage,  or  by  walking  on  crutches, 
stimulant  diet  should  be  adopted  in  if  not  productive  of  much  pain.  The 
combination  with  the  hepatic  treat-  milder  io^ne  ointments  form  an  excel- 
ment,  and  the  bowels  should  be  care-  lent  application  to  the  superficial  ulcers 
fully  regulated  by  means  of  aperients  and  onfice  of  the  sinuses  in  the  latter 
and  enemata  of  warm  water,  even  after  staee.  A  lotion  composed  of  nitric 
the  hepatic  symptoms  have  been  sub-  acid  and  vin.  opii,  with  camphor  mix- 
dued,  as  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  ture,  forms  an  excellent  application, 
a  recurrence  of  them.  Local  depletion  especially  when  the  sores,  take  on  a 
should  be  particularly  avoided,  for  the  sloughing  action.  The  following  is  the 
loss  of  blood  even  by  a  few  leeches  formula  of  the  lotion :  — 
produces  a  visible  effect  on  the  consti-  f^  ^dd.  Nitrici,  mxx, ;  Tinct.  Opu,  3ij.; 
tution.  Scrofulous  patients  cannot  Mist.  Camphoiw,  jxvj.  M.  ft.  lotto. 
bear  .the  abstraction  of  blood,  for  the  .  .  ,  . 
supply  of  it  to  the  system  is  necessarily  (>pmm  itself  may  be  sometimes  used  in 
deBcient,  from  the  defective  conditions  V^^  of  vin.  opu.  The  lotion  is  gene- 
of  the  awimilative  organs.  1  have  just  rally  applied  by  means  of  charpie,  and 
now  observed  that  the  .patient  should  the  edg^  of  the  ulcer  are  carefully 
be  allowed  to  walk  on  cr^hes  as  soon  supported  by  thm  stnp*  of  adhesive 
painsub«ide8,and,ifnotoftheadultage,  V^^^er.  The  dressing  may  be  removed 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  maintain  once  or  twice  in  the  day,  according  to 
them  of  a  properiength,  for  as  they  the  exigency  of  the  case.  A  carrot 
wear  down,  and  the  growth  of  the  indi-  poultice  appUed  over  this  dressing  is 
vidual  advances,  they  wUl  of  course  be  often  of  senace,  and  forms  a  most  corn- 
too  short:  if  no  attention  is  paid  to  this  ^rtable  and  cleansing  apphcaUon 
ciftjumstance,  and  thepatient be  allowed  The  c^rots  should  be  boiled  and 
to  walk  on  them,  the  body  will  be  bent  Pounded  to  a  soft  pulp.  The  extract 
forward,  and  the  limb  affected  acquire  of  conium  mixed  with  a  bread  poultice 
a  bad  position.  In  my  earlier  acquain-  produces  an  excellent  effect  m  some 
tance  ^h  these  disorders  I  wa^often  «>rms  of  irritable  ulcer.  The  water 
struck  with  the  peculiar  deformity  so  dressm^,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
produced,  withoutbeing  able  to  account  L«ton,  is  fteq^ently  serviceable.  Great 
for  the  cause.  The  Siest  is  thrown  attenfaon  should  be  paid  (a  circum- 
forward,  the  lumbar  vertebree  curved  ~  ~|  '  IZZZTTIwi 
inwards,  and  the  nates  protruded.  If  ^^.e'SSii'offJoSSert  i'^S^^^ 
we  are  unsuccessful  in  quelling  the  eaxr  tobject. 
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VACCINATION.  enable  us  to  come  to  a  correct  and 

legitimate  conclusion. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaiette.  Thomas  Taylob. 

Cricklade,  March  22»  1841. 

Sia,  ■ 

In  answer  to  Mr  Crawford's  inquiiv,  

whether  a  person  can  conscientious  y  MEDICAL   GAZETTE, 

be  registered  as  having  been  regularly 

and  successfully  vaccinated,  in  whom,  Friday ^  March  26, 1841. 

out  of  four  incisions  made,  one  only  

takes  effect,  and  that  one  is  retarded  in 

its  normal  course  by  forty-eight  hours,  "  Licet  omnibiw,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem 

T?     r^^I^^Jni  f >mf   h$  mRV  be  ^rlU  Mediem  tuerl ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in 

Dr.  Gregory  affirms  that  he  may  De  i,Hcum sit.  diccndipericuium  non recuso." 

registered,  and  gives  as  his  reasons—  »'                            »'                   Cicero. 

Ist,  that  any  attempt  to  reproduce  the  

^^y^,'^  SR^vS'thTth"  CAMBRIDGE  STUDIES, 

system  has  received  from  one  vesicle  .p^^  p^^j^  ^f  jjjy^  ^  ^^^  readers  will 

a  certain  influence  which  it  d^^^^  ^^^    ^^^    ^^  ^^^^ 

viously  posse|^ ;  and  this  insensibility  .  ,  ^  ,  ,.  v  i  uJ 
to  renewed  insertions  of  the  vaccine  wishes  to  abolish,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
virus  I  hold  to  be  the  only  legitimate  the  system  of  private  tuition  in  the 
criterion  of  perfect  vaccination ;  2dlv,  University  of  Cambridge.  He  is  so 
that  the  retardation  of  the  jesicle  j^^j  j.  ^  thing  which  resem- 
does  not  preclude  lU  legitimate  m-  «  ^  u-  i,  *  j  *^  ^^ 
fluence  on  the  system:  in  Iwth  of  which  bles  cramming,  or  which  tends  to  de- 
conclusions  I  perfectly  agree  with  stroy  the  freedom  of  study  in  that  great 
Dr.  Gregory :  but  with  all  due  sub^  seminary,  that  he  would  not  only  pro- 
mission  to  so  high  an  authority,  I  must  j^^^.^  private  tutorage  by  express  en- 
contend  that  the  reason  by  wnicn  ne  ^  \  x  ^  il  -iv  i  i 
arrives  at  Ws  concl^^^^  i/false,  inas-  actment,  but  would  wilhngly  lessen 
much  as  he  asserts  that  the  system  the  temptation  to  it  by  dimimshmg 
receives  from  this  one  vesicle  that  in-  the  amount  of  knowledge  required  both 
fluence  which  protects  it  from  an  in-  ^^^  honours  and  the  common  degree. 

affected  by  the  absorption  of  the  virus,  throw  away  the  baby  with  the  bath, 

and  the  vesicle  is  the  result  of  ita  effect  gay  the  Germans* ;   because  some  are 

on   the  constitution,    enabling   it   to  crammed,  do  not  forget  that  others  are 

secreteaspecific  virus  capable  of  pro-  ^^  ^^^^  ^jj   ^  ^^^  ^._ 

educing  the  same  disease.  .  r  ..  r        t»  a    j  

To  say,  then,  that  the  constitution  nish  the  mimmum  for  a  B.A.  degree, 

receives  its  influence  from  the  vesicle  when  its  increase  has  already  pro- 
is  incorrect  reasoning,  and  liable  to  duced  the  best  possible  effects.  "There 
produce  false  views  of  the  disease,  in  ^  ^  „  ^  Peacock,  "  but 
those  members  of  the  profession  who  "  ""  ,  .  '  ^  ,  .*  ^  !. 
are  apt  to  take  the  opinions  of  talented  that  the  increased  seventy  of  the  ex- 
men  for  granted,  without  being  at  the  aminations  for  degrees  has  already 
trouble  to  think  for  themselves.  To  augmented  the  amount  of  study  amongst 
prevent  so  false  an  unpression  is  the  ^^^^^  students  of  the  University  whose 
only  object  of  this  communication;  m  .  ,  .  .  ,.^  „*;,«„i«*^  u„  fi,o;- 
the  higher  the  authority  is  from  which  industry  is  rather  stimulated  by  their 
such  reasoning  comes,  the  greater  fears  than  by  their  ambition  and  love 
necessity  there  is  for  its  being  refuted.  Qf  knowledge,  and  that  the  best  effects 
This  may  appear  to  some  members  of  ^^^  ^^^  consequent  upon  this  change, 

Ji^S^^r^^rA'JSiot  I  tS^^^^^  bothasregarfstheoHlerlylu^bitsand 

must  be  granted  that,  where  any  prin-  

cipk  of  Oology  is  involved,  we  can-  *  SS^SS'.SS.mrton'BWe . 

not  be  too  strict  in  our  reasoning  to  Burger. 
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general  oecupations  of  a  great  majo-  have  not  given  up  Latin  verse-making 

rity  of  under^graduates."  but  of  late  years  have  added  Greek.  The 

This  18  sufficiently  cheering ;  but  as  reason  is  a  simple  one.  Experience  has 
the  web  of  life  is  ever  of  a  mingled  shown  that  there  is  no  method  of  &mi- 
yarn,  we  can  easily  conceive  that  these  liarizing  the  student  with  the  beauties 
great  advantages  have  been  purchased  of  the  ancient  writers  so  certain  as  that 
by  some  sacrifioeSy  and  we  sympadiize  of  making  him  attempt  to  imitate  them, 
with  the  Dean,  when  he  laments  the  In  many  instances  the  attempt  is  a 
consequent  decline  of  attendance  on  feeble  one,  but  even  then,  as  in  the  old 
University  lectures,  and  the  decreased  fable,  though  the  hoped-for  gold  is  not 
cultivation  of  individual  tastes  in  the  found,  the  vineyard  is  much  enriched 
pursuit  of  knowledge.  Yet,  on  the  by  the  digging.  Others  are  more  suc- 
whole,  the  balance  is  obviously  in  cessful ;  and  though  we  are  far  from 
favour  of  the  new  system ;  and  as  time  concurring  in  the  extravagant  praises 
moves  on,  the  less  brilliant  under^  which  have  sometimes  been  lavished  on 
graduates  will  think  of  the  coming  ex-  these  imitations*,  it  must  be  acknow> 
amination  with  less  terror,  and  will  ledged  that  they  often  display  surpris- 
find  that  they  have  abundant  time  for  ing  ingenuity.  It  may  be  urged,  in- 
attending  lectures  on  history  or  che-  deed,  with  great  truth,  that  the  heights 
mistry.  of  poetry  can  be  attained  only  by  him 

Dr.  Peacock's  aversion  to  the  sti-  who  writes  in  his  native  tongue, 
mulus  of  private  tuition  has  partly  where  alone  he  can  be  a  woiyrrvs^  or 
influenced  him  in  proposing  another  creator.  Besides  the  in-born  inferio- 
alteration,  where  we  are  again  com-  lity  of  professed  imitation,  it  is  scarcely 
pelled  to  differ  from  him.  Composition  possible  for  the  moet  laborious  com- 
in  Greek  and  Latin  verse  at  present  piler  of  a  classic  cento  to  avoid  errors, 
always  forms  a  part  of  the  examina-  If  Theophraatus  was  instantly  foimd 
tion  for  the  Classical  Tripos ;  but  Dr.  out  to  be  a  foreigner  by  the  Athenian 
Peacock  wishes  to  abolish  it.  If  we  herb-woman,  from  the  very  excess  of 
were  inclined  to  settle  the  question  by  his  atticisms,  what  faults,  what  sole- 
authority,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  ob-  cisms,  would  be  detected  in  the  compo- 
serve  that  this  species  of  composition  sitions  of  our  modem  Theophrasti, 
is  cultivated  at  classical  schools  in  Eng-  could  some  Aristarchus  rise  from  the 
land  with  a  diligence  nearly  propor-  grave,  to  prefix  the  fatal  obelus  to  their 
tioned  to  the  excellence  of  the  school  Unes ! 

— -a  rule  to  which  we  believe  the  excep-  We  allow  the  weight  of  tliese  obser- 
tions  are  but  few.  Now,  in  me-  vations,  and  are  far  from  confounding, 
chanical  language,  '*  action  and  reac-  modem  Bristol  stones  with  the  ancient 
tion  are  equal,  and  in  opposite  direc-  diamonds ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we 
tions ;"  and  as  English  schools  of  the  are  convinced  that  no  better  way  of 
higher  class  are  naturally  governed  in  cultivating  literary  taste  has  been  de- 
many  points  by  Cambridge  methods,  vised  than  the  method  in  question.  Dr. 
so  the  University  herself  does  not  dis-  Peacock  would  continue  the  transla- 
dain  to  be  influenced  by  the  customs  tions  into  Greek  and  Latin  prose, 
of  the  best  grammar  schools.     The  thou^  hostile  to  those  in  verse.    To 

ocean,    say    traveUers,    is  sometimes  *  Cawper  th(m?tat  Vincent  Bonme**  lonfrs  and 

tincred  by  the  waters  of  the  ereat  rivers  sbona  better  than  those  of  several  of  the  best 

-  7  •    ^        •    X     •!.  ""^^  Latin  poets ;  and  Lord  Monboddo   pro- 

wmcn  now  into  it.  uounees  Miiton's  first  elegy  to  be  equal  to  any 

Thwe  lesser  preliminary  Universities  S'Sf»  to  TibuuSi"(!)         ^"^^^  <^'* 
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118  it  scemR  that  both  rest  on  the  same  contest    for    Sir    William    Browne'^ 

theory,  and  may  be  defended  by  nearly  medal ;  but  if  they  are  set  in  the  ex- 

the   same  arguments,   excepting  that  aminations  for  the    Classical   Tripos, 

composition   in  verse  is  more  spirit-  we  would  willingly  see  them  struck  off 

stirring  and  more    improving.       Our  the    list;     for    it    requires  something 

readers  will  observe,  that  we  do  not  almost  equal  to  poetic  inspiration  to 

enter  upon  the  vexed  question  of  clas-  imitate  a  writer  of  whom  so  few  frag- 

sical  education  in  general,  nor  attempt  ments  have    been  preserved.      It   is 

to  ascertain  for  what  classes  of  persons  almost  too  much  to  say  to  any  student, 

other  styles  of  mental  discipline  might  but  of  the  highest  stamp, 
be  more  advantageous,  but  confine  our-       xu  \ongh  sf^quere,  et  v^ti^a  semper  adora— 

selves   simply  to  the  minor  point:-  ^.j^^„  j,^^  j,^  j^f^  only  a  few  inter- 
granting  that  a  number  of  years  are  to         ^^^  ^^-^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 

be  expended  on  the  finest  models  of  g^ppUed  by  the  imagination ! 
literary  excellence,  how  is  the  spint  of       ^^^  ^^.^^  .^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^.^^^^ 

these    models    to  be  transfused  mto  j.^^^^,^^  ^^^^  .^  composing  alcaics, 

the  thoughts    and    language   of   the  this  metre  has  been  used  by  so  many 

^  " /^^  '  ,      ,         ,  .  modem  writers,  and  is  so  deservedly  a 

We  may  remark    that  the  compost-  fo^^^^t     that  it  would  be  one  of  the 

tions  in  prose  which  the  Dean  approves  ^^  t^  ^^  ^^^„  Milton,  Gray*, 

of,  are  also  much  neglected  at  inferior        j  -n     t  iT  *i,         u 

!      ,  ,       ,  ,  ,      ,  and  Dr.  Johnson,  are  among  those  who 

schools;  so  that  the  student  who  has  v  i    *i,      ^^        i.       ^  •*  •        * 

',.,,,  ^   ,  have  made  the  attempt,  and  it  is  not 

passed   his  boyhood  at  one  of  these  .  *      r  i,-  i, 

*     ,  .,v  ^    ,  ,  .       ,-    .  uncommon    at    most    of   our    higher 

academies  wiU  find  himself   m  want       v     -. 

of  a  tutor  at  Cambridge,  if  he  wishes        m.    t^  r  t»i    •  /•  ^i.  i.  *i. 

,     ,.    .       .,    ,.     7     .    ,  .  The  Dean  of  Ely  informs  us  that  the 

to  be  distingmshed  in  classical  examma-  'xj*-        fr»i 

.    °  .  -  .^    ,      ,  -  ,  introduction  of  Greek  composition  into 

tions.     And  if  it  should  turn  out  that  .vtt-        •*      en     \.  -^     a.    ^     i 

-  ,    ,-         ,  ,      ,     .  the  University  of  Cambndge  took  place 

there    are   half   a    dozen    schools  m        ^  ^ixxc 

_     ,      ,      ,.v.v        L.,      ,,     .  not  more  than  twenty- five  years  ago, 
England  which,  though  tolerable  m         i  ^v  ^  ^  i      i  j  ^t.     \.     j    j    i? 

-^^  .  1    .  ...       .  and  that  it  has  lowered  the  standard  of 

other  respects,  neglect  composition  m  ,,  .         .^^      t    x-       mi_- 

1-1     ..       X  1^    T   XX        x^  X  excellence  in  writing  Latin.    This  may 

verse,     would    it  not  be  better    that  ,  .,  •     T      i    x    •      i-.      i 

^,  I     1 J     •       ^     xi-      i^      1.  'J  be    easily  conceived :    but    is    Greek 

they    should  nse  to  the    Cambndge  .:.         .       -  ••.,,« 

11       xu     i^u      xi.  ^  xi-     T-  •        .7  composition    therefore    unadvisable  ? 

level,  rather  than  that  the  university  «      i        x      t*  i    ^      i_ 

v     1 J    •  1  X    xi.  •     o  Surely  not.     If  we  are  asked  why  so 

should  sink  to  theirs  ?  -        "^  ,  ^      ,      .  , 

T»     T>         11  X    xi.  j'x*  f*2w  persons  can  read  Greek  with  any 

Dr.  Peacock  laments  the  condition  -    .,-x  .  , 

r  *u       *  :»     ^      u     '  11  J  X.  faciuty    or    correctness,   ad  aperturam 

of  the  student   who  is  compelled  to  ,.,  .  "^        v     ,,  ^  .   .       ,;. 

.    .^  .  1  •  J       r         •     X.  "^"i  we  should  answer  that,  m  addi- 

imitate    so    many    kinds    of  ancient  x-       x     xi.         x_         t«.     i         ^    -, 

.        ,. ,  1      .X  1..        A  tion  to  the  extreme  ditnculty  of  the- 

poetry :  "  he  must  write  sapphics,  after  ,  xi_      *  •  *  ^ 

f,  -  o       1.       •      V  J  language,  the  chief  reasons  are,  first, 

the  manner  of  Sappho ;  iambics,  and  ,,  ,  \       ,.,  .   , 

.      ,    .  ,  ..  the  neglect,  until  a  very  recent  period, 

sometimes  trochaics   and  anapecstics,  /./-,,  ...  „       , 

.....  -.,      rr        J.  J  of  Greek  composition;    secondly,  the 

m    imitation  of  the  Tragedians  and  -^      .^      ,t..      .  ,     - 

4  .  x     1,  I,  *  A      xu  ^86    of   Greek  and  Latin,  instead  of 

Aristophanes;    hexameters,   after  the  ^      ,        j  -r^     ,.  ,  -r      . 

model  of  Homer :  whilst,  in  Latin,  he  Gf^^^'^and  Enghsh  Lexicons  together 

must  be  able  to  imitate  the  lyrical  ;;';*  the  scantiness  of  those  of  the  latter 

metres  of  Horace  (including  his  alcaics,  ^^j  ^^'fl  ^"^^"^  ""^  f^^Ses'  with 

which  no  other  Latin  poet  attempted  diffidence),  the  custom  of  perplexing 

to  compose) ;  and  the  hexameters  and       .  „     ,    .    u    •    •     „r^.  • »  ,•  • 

,      .  -,,.     .*   „   .,         ,  „..    „  •  Gny'i ode,  beginning  " O  tu  BCTcri Relijtio 

elegiacs  of  V  irgll,  Ovid,  and  Tibullus."  loci,"  written  in  the  albiim  of  the  Grande  Char- 

Greek  sapphics  are  written  in  the  SSSidS^'^'  '»  ^-^^  "«• "- ~"'- 
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the  student  with  the  most  exquisite  tion  to  the  present  certifipate  of  the 
minutiee  of  grammar  and  criticism,  be-  Norrisian  professor,  candidates  for  or- 
fore  he  can  read  an  easy  author  with  ders,  at  any  time  after  their  B.  A.  de- 
fluency,  gree,  should  pass  an  examination  in  the 

On  the  subject  of  professional  educa-  New  Testament  in  Greek,  in  Ecclesias- 

tion,   the  Dean  of  Ely  offers  several  tical  History,  and  the  doctrines  and 

suggestions  worthy  of   consideration,  liturgy  of  our  church.    As  to  medical 

and,  perhaps,  in  some  points,  of  adop-  students,    the  Dean  of  Ely  proposes 

tion.  what  most  of  them  would  accept  as  a 

After  remarking  that  at  least  one-  V^^^^i  &  shortening,  namely,  of  the  time 

half  of  students  in  the  University  are  for  obtaining  the  degree  of  M.D.   This 

designed  for  the  church,  he  adds  that  demands  caution ;  and  though  we  do 

no  provision  is  made  for  their  profes-  not  object  to  lopping  off  a  year  or  two, 

sional  education,  except  the  lectures  of  yet,  in  common  with  every  friend  to  the 

the  Norrisian  professor.    By  provision.  University,  we  should  shrink  from  the 

the  Dean  evidently  means  compulsory  thought  of  its  annually  sending  forth 

attendance  :  other-  theological  lectures  a  shoal  of  young  men  nominally  quali- 

are  given,  but  the  student  hears  them  fied  to  teach  medicine.    Dr.  Peacock, 

or  not,  as  he  pleases.    Nor  must  we  however,  proposes  that  the  degree  of 

overlook  the  provision  made  for  theo-  B.  A.  should  always  be  a  preliminary, 

logical  education  of  this  class  of  stu-  which  would  greatly  tend  to  avert  such 

dents  in  common  with  all  other  under-  a  catastrophe,  and  maintain  the  social 

graduates,  such  as  the  University  exa-  standing  of  Cambridge  medical  gra- 

minations  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  duates*. 

Paley's  Evidences,  &c. ;  and  the  College  Such  are  a  few  of  the  points  touched 
examinations  in  the  same  or  similar  sub-  upon  by  the  masterly  pen  of  the  Dean 
jects.  Still,  something  might  be  added  of  Ely.  We  have  no  room  to  give  an 
with  advantage.  The  Dean  of  Ely  pro-  account  of  the  Master  of*  Glomery,  the 
poses  that  six  regular  courses  of  lee  tures  n  ature  of  whose  office  is  a  crux  to  Cam- 
should  be  given  every  year,  by  different  bridge  antiquaries ;  nor  of  "  the  ente- 
professors)  two  of  them  by  professors  ryng  of  a  master  in  gramer,"  a  degree 
to  be  hereafter  appointed,  namely,  of  not  conferred  since  the  year  1543t ;  nor 
Biblical  Criticism,  and  Ecclesiastical  of  many  other  ancient  and  curious  cus- 
History.    These  lectures  would  gene-  tona* 

rally  be  attended  in  the  year  following  Dr.  Peacock's  book  will  not  be 
the  B.  A.  degree,  though  they  might  thrown  away ;  for  the  University  of 
also  be  attended  by  under-graduates.  Cambridge  is  ever  ready  to  stand  in 
All  candidates  for  holy  orders,  says  the  .van  of  educational  progress,  and  to 
Dr.  Peacock,  should  be  examined  yield  to  the  agreeable  necessity  of  con- 
by  the  several   professors,  and  their  tinual  improvement. 

joint  certificate  should  replace  the  pre-  «  Those  who  wish  to  know  what  were  the 

Hcnt  testimonial   of  thp  Norrisian  nro-  ™«l»ca*  studiea  of  Cambridge  three  centuriea 

Bcni  lesiunoniai   oi  me.iNornsian  pro-  .go^  m^y  see  them  detailed  in  Dr.  Peacock's 

feasor.  Appendix,  p.  lii.  note.    Galen  was  then  read  in 

A     xv      la.       ^'               ij    .^i_       .    .  Latin  translations  from  the  Arabic. 

As  this  alteration  would  either  inter-  t " Then shalltheBedellpurvayforevery  master 

mnt-  thf»  nsiinl  rniinsp  nf  cfnHir  r»r  w/Milii  i?  Oramer  a  shrewde  Boy,  whom  the  master  in 

rupt  me  usual  course  Ol  Stuay ,  or  ^  OUia  Oramer  shall  bete  openlye  in  the  Scolys,  and  the 

entail    the    expense   of  an    additional  m««ter  in  Gramer  shall  grive  the  Boy  a  Grote  for 
-          . ,         '^ .    .                  ,               -  nys  Laboar,  and  another  Grote  to  hym  that  pro- 
year  S  residence,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  vydeth  the  Rode  and  the  Palmer,  &c.  de  sinffulis. 
U    «t;11   1»«    o^wv,^»i»  ^\.x^^4.^a  *^      "ii7«  And  thus  endy the  the  Acte  in  that  Faculty*. »* 
It    WlU  be    strongly  objected  to.      We  from  an  account  drawn  up,  in  the  sixteenth 

would  therefore  propose  that,  in  »^^'  ~                -nhewStokys.M.A.(Dr.  Peacock's 
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SURGICAL  LETTBRa  FROM  PARIS,  quently  treated  by  the  starched  ban- 

dages,  especially  those  of  the  upper 

extremity;   but  I  have  not  seen   pa- 

"^  tients  walking  with  crutches  about  the 

T\)  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  wards  of  the  Paris  hospitals,  a  few  days 

j^  after  fracture  of  the  leR,  which  they 

^'^'  are  enabled  to  do  in  London  by  the 

The  following  brief  notices  may  not  be  application  of  the  immoveable  appara- 

unacceptable  to  those  of  vour  readers  ^^g .     whether    starch    bandages  and 

who  take  an  interest  in  what  is  going  pasteboard  splints,  Amesbury's  splints, 

on  in  the  Parisian  surgical  world.  qj  the  tin  ones  (as  at  the  North  London 

Yoifr  obedient  servant.  Hospital,)  be  employed. 

Edwin  Lee.  Diseases  of  the  eyes  are  now  much 

P«rii,  M«reh  1S4I.  better  understood  and  treated  in  Paris 

There  is  but  little  alteration  in  the  than  a  few  years  ago;  which  1  consider 

leadinfi^  features  of  the  surgical  practice  partly  owing  to  M.  Sichel,  a  German 

of  Pans  since  my  last  visit  to  its  hospi-  by  birth,  wno  came  to  reside  in  Paris, 

tals,  though  a  considerable  improve-  and  established  an  ophthalmic  institu- 

ment  has  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  tion,  which  students  wnll  do  well  to 

some  individuals.    Operations  are  per-  attend,  as  they  may  there  see  a  great 

haps  as   much  in  vogue  as  ever,  but  variety  of  these  diseases,  the  peculiari- 

litUe  having  as  yet  been  done  with  re-  ties  of  which,  and  the  rationale  of  their 

gard  to  the  medScal  treatment  of  sur-  treatment  (a  combination  of  the  Ger- 

gical  diseases,   in   which   department  man  and  English  methods)  are  fully 

Ene^lish  sur^ns  so  greatly  excel,  and  explained  by  M.  Sichel,  than  whom  I 

which  frequently  obviates  trie  necessity  do  not  know  anj  one  in  whose  opinion 

of  operating.    An  exception  must  how-  I  should  be  disposed  to  place  more 

ever  be  made  in  favour  of  M.  Lisfranc,  confidence  in  any  doubtful  ctise.  While 

who  continues  to  prescribe  a  variety  of  mentioning  diseases  of  the  eyes  I  may 

internal  medicines,  and  general  consti-  notice  the  operation  of  extracting  ca|>- 

tutional  treatment,  in  many  local  com-  sular  cataract  by  the  sclerotic,  which 

plaints,    though   his  employment    of  has  latterly  been  performed   several 

these  measures  falls  very  much  short  times  by  M.  Sichel.    The  last  of  these 

of  the  English  nractice.    M.  Velpeau  operations  at  which  I  was  present  was 

also  employs  meoicines  in  some  cases,  performed  about  a  fortnight  ago.    The 

though  they  are  mostly  exceptional,  pupil  was  obliterated  by  the  opaque 

More  attention  is,  however,  now  paid  membrane,  which  protruded  into  the 

to  the  general  treatment  after  opera-  anterior  cliamber,  and  adhered  strongly 

tions  and  accidents  than  was  formerly  to  the  iris.    An  incision  bv  puncture, 

the  case  ;   patients  being  much  less  about  a  hue  and  a  half  in  length,  was 

frequently  left  with  constipated  bowels  made  with  Jaeger's  triangular-shaped 

for  several  successive  days,  and  kept  knife,    through   the    sclerotic,    about 

on    a   rigid  diet   for   a  long    period  three  lines  from  the  margin  of  the  cor- 

after  the  symptoms  of   inflammation  nea,  through  which  a  small  forceps 

have  subsided,  though  the  ghost   of  was   intromiced    into    the  '  posterior 

Broussaism  still  renders  practitioners  chamber,  and  several  attempts  were 

very  chary  in  the  use  of  laxatives,  or  made  to  seisse  the  membrane,  which 

of  solid  articles  of  diet,  in  these  cases,  could  not  beeflTected,  on  account  of  the 

Wounds  and  stumps  are  still,  as  here-  difficulty  of  passing  one  of  the  branches 

tofore,  loaded  with  charpie,  which  pre-  before  it.     A  considerable  portion  of 

vents  their  healing  as  soon  as  t liey  the  vitreous  humour  escaped ;  but  its 

otherwise mightdo,and causes  abundant  further  escape  was  arrested  by  closing 

suppuration,  which  not  unfrequently  the  eye  for  a  few  seconds  after  each 

gives    rise    to    serious    constitutional  ineffectual  attempt.    M.  Sichel  at  last 

symptoms.     Several  amputations  of  the  succeeded  in  seizing   the  membrane, 

leg  have  been,  within  the  last  twelve-  and    drew    it    towards    the  aperture, 

mcnths,  performed  with  success,  six  or  though    the  adhesion  was   so  strong 

seven  inches  above  the  ankle,  to  enable  that  the  iris  was  separated  for  some 

patients  to  wear  an  artificial  leg,  and  extent  from  the  ciliary  Ugament,  and 

obviate  the  unsightly  appearance  of  a  a  small  quantity  of  blood  effused.    A 

wooden  one.    Simple  fractures  are  frc-  minute  portion  of  the  membrane  was, 
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hoiwever,  snipped  off|  and  a  circular  tion  of  the  eye.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
pupil  was  tne  result.  The  after-  sub-conjunctival  method  of  Guerin, 
inflammation  was  but  slight ;  the  re-  though  somewhat  more  difficult  of 
mains  of  the  capsule  were  drawn  to  the  performance,  appears  to  me  to  be  at- 
circumference,  and  a  large  central  tended  with  less  inconvenience,  and 
pupil  existed  a  few  days  after  the  ope-  less  risk  of  inflammatipn,  than  the 
ration,  enabling  the  patient  to  see  very  other  methods,  in  which  the  muscle  is 
well.  exposed  for  a  considerable  extent  pre- 
An  ingenious'speculum  has  just  been  vious  to  its  being  divided,  or  a  portion 
invented  by  M.  Charriere,  which  of  it  cut  out,  as  is  practised  by  Mr. 
widely  separates  the  eyelids  without  Phillips,  and  other  operators.  In  the 
pressing  upon  the  globe  of  the  eye,  formerinstance  the  only  inconvenience, 
and  which  would  oe  invaluable  in  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  is  the 
operations  on  this  organ  in  country  san^ineous  extravasation  beneath  the 
practice,  as  it  enables  the  operator  to  conjunctiva  and  the  evelids,  which 
dispense  ^dth  an  assistant.  It  consists  lasts  for  several  days.  The  muscle  is 
in  an  elastic  steel  semicircular  bow,  prevented  from  reuniting,  and  conse- 
which  fixes  to  the  back  of  the  head  quently  the  squint  from  returning,  by 
much  in  the  same  way  as  a  truss.  Its  tne  simple  contrivance  of  spectacles, 
anterior  part  is  divided  into  two  with  the  inner  half  of  the  glass,  corre- 
branches,  which,  by  their  elasticity,  sponding  to  the  operated  eye,  rendered 
keen  the  eyelids  separate.  It  was  opaque  by  pasting  a  piece  of  paper  on 
used  a  fc^  days  ago,  for  the  first  time,  it ;  so  that  the  patient,  in  order  to  see, 
by  M.  Guerin,  in  his  operations  for  is  obliged  to  turn  the  eye  rather  out- 
strabismus.  And  this  leads  me  to  say  wards.  After  the  latter  method  of 
a  few  words  respecting  this  operation,  operating  a  fleshy  excrescence  is  pro- 
which  has  been  made  a  handle  by  duced  after  cicatrization,  which  re- 
some  persons  to  puff"  themselves  in  the  quires  to  be  excised :  inflammation  is 
papers.  Thus  one  individual  was  said  sometimes  severe,  and  in  several  in- 
to have  been  operated  upon  one  day,  stances  the  muscle  attaches  itself  to 
and  his  appearance  so  much  altered,  the  globe  of  the  eye  too  far  back :  a 
that  the  following  evening  he  mystified  degree  of  divergence  from  the  centraJ 
his  friends  at  one  of  the  masked  balls,  line,  and  consequently  double  vision,  is 
without  wearing  a  mask.  Another  produced ;  or,  from  the  attachments  of 
story  was  circulated  of  a  husband  who,  the  internal  rectus  having  been  so  ex- 
wishing  to  occasion  an  agreeable  sur-  tensively  divided,  its  antagonist  draws 
prise  to  his  wife,  was  operated  upon,  the  eye  outwards,  and  the  same  result 
The  lady,  however,  would  not  recog-  ensues. 

nize  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  sue  An  operation  was  performed  by  M. 
for  a  restitution  of  conjugal  rights.  Guerin  about  three  weeks  ago,  for  con- 
These  pitiful  attempts,  though  they  genital  luxation  of  the  thigh,  in  a  girl 
may  procure  the  inductors  a  temporary  about  twelve  years  of  age,  which  con- 
notoriety,  cannot  fail  to  lower  them  in  sisted  in  dividing  the  rectus,  and  the 
the  estimation  of  the  profession,  and  portions  of  the  adductors  which  were 
ultimately  of  the  public.  But  to  return  felt  to  be  tense  beneath  the  skin, 
to  the  operation,  the  original  sugges-  Tractions  were  subsequently  made  by 
tion  of  which  is  generally  considered  attaching  to  the  limb  a  weight,  whicn 
to  be  owing  to  Stromeyer,  whom  I  had  passed  by  means  of  a  pulley  over  the  end 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  at  Erlangen  of  the  bed,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the 
last  April,  and  with  whom  I  had  a  long  reduction  was  effected  without  the  ne- 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  muscular  cessity  of  employingagreat  deal  of  force, 
contractions,  several  cases  of  which,  The  circumstances  which  render  re- 
cured,  or  in  progress  of  cure,  he  shewed  duction  applicable  in  many  cases  of 
me.  Since  that  period  he  has  sue-  congenital  luxation,  even  after  several 
ceeded  Graefe  at  Berlin.  M.  Guerin,  years  have  elapsed,  were  explained  by 
however,  states  that,  in  his  conferences  M.  Guerin  to  the  pupils ;  the  muscular 
ui)on  deformities,  he  suggested  this  contraction  being  the  chief  impedi- 
method  of  remedying  squmting  before  ment,  the  ligaments  not  being  rup- 
its  announcement  by  Stromeyer,  but  tured  but  merely  elongated,  and  tne 
was  deterred  from  putting  it  into  prac-  cavity  not  being  obliterated  as  occurs 
ticc  by  the  dread  of  serious  inflamma-  in  luxations  which  are  the  result  of 
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Tiolenoeu  and  in  which   an  artificial 
capsule  nas  formed. 


An  immense  crowd  was  collected  at 
the  last  fdtting  of  the  Academie  de 
M^decme,  in  expectation  of  the  uproar 
which  took  place  during  the  preceding 
one,  on  the  occasion  of  M.  Amusat 
presenting  some  patients  who  had  been 
cured  of  stammering  by  the  division  of 
the  genio-glossi  mnscles,  when  M. 
Gerdy  exclaimed,  that  people  now^- 
dsm  performed  operations  right  and 
left  without  regard  to  propriety,  and 
that  he  saw  in  these  operations  little 
else  than  mercenary  motives.  It  was, 
however,  decided,  m  order  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  scene,  that  the 
patients  should  be  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

In  mv  next  letter  I  will  mention 
some  oi  the  more  interesting  cases 
which  have  fallen  under  my  observa^ 
tion  within  the  last  few  wecKS. 


CLINICAL    LECTURE, 

Veiivered  at  Univeniiy  ColUge  Hospiial, 
February  9, 1841, 

By  Samuel  CoopBa,  Esa. 
Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Hocpital,  &c. 


Gbmtlemkn, — It  is  observed  by  Scarpa, 
that  the  femoral  hernia  seldom  occurs  in 
young  girls,  and  still  more  rarely  in  men. 
Yet  I  have  certainly  seen  maijy  more  in- 
stances of  it  in  the  latter  than  the  former, 
and  am  disposed  to  suspect  that  the  pre- 
ceding statement,  though  coming  from  a 
high  authority,  is  somewhat  questionable. 
The  following  is  not  the  only  example  of 
femoral  hernia  that  has  been  noticed  in  the 
male  patients  in  this  hospital. 

Case  I. — Strangulated  femoral  hernia  in 
a  male  aubject ;  operation ;  gangrene  of 
the  bowel;  recovery.  ' 

Charles  Lutwytch,  Kt.  51,  admitted  under 
Mr.  Quain,  Jan.  30,  1841,  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  aftonoon.  Twenty-one  years  ago 
he  percdved  a  tumor,  '*  smaller  than  a  nut," 
in  his  l^  groin ;  it  gradually  increased,  but 
gave  him  no  uneasiness,  and  had  never  been 
reducible.  About  twelve  months  since, 
another  tumor  having  formed  on  the  right 
side,  the  patient  procured  a  double  truss. 

He  describes  this  last  swelling  as  having 
always  been  easily  replaced,  but  liable  to 
descend  again  whenever  the  truss  was  laid 
aside.  At  present  there  is  no  tumor  on 
this  side.  Last  night  he  was  laboriously 
employed  in  carrying  sacks  of  coal  in  a  gas 


manufactory,  and  this  morning,  at  9  o'clock, 
while  he  had  his  truss  on,  he  became  very 
unwell,  feeling  an  inclination  to  vomit,  and 
to  go  to  stool,  with  pain  in  the  abdomen 
and  in  the  tumor  of  the  left  side,  which  was 
found  to  be  larger  and  harder  than  usual. 
He  went  home,  and  took  an  ounce  of  Epsom 
salts,  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  scanty 
solid  motion. 

On  his  admission,  he  complained  of  pain 
over  the  whole  abdomen,  which  was  much 
distended,  tympanitic,  and  tender  on  pres- 
sure. He  experienced  continual  nausea, 
was  restless  and  agitated,  and  occasionally 
vomited  up  a  greenish  fluid.  There  was 
no  tumor  on  the  right  side ;  but  in  the  left 
groin  vms  found^  an  oval,  tense,  painful 
swelling,  about  as  large  as  a  goose's  egg, 
slightly  moveable  on  its  base,  which  was 
narrow,  and  extended  transversely.  The 
upper  margin  of  the  tumor  was  concave, 
and  thrown  over  Poupart's  ligament,  which 
could  be  partially  traced  beneath  it;  and, 
on  the  other  side,  the  femoral  artery  was 
felt  pulsating.  There  was  no  preternatural 
heat,  nor  discolouration.  The  taxis  having 
been  tried  without  success,  the  patient  was 
placed  in  a  warm  bath  ;  and  as  soon  as 
collapse  and  faintness  had  been  thus  brought 
on,  the  taxis  was  unavailingly  tried  again. 

At  6  o'clock,  Mr.  Quoin,  finding  that 
there  was  no  chance, of  returning  the  parts 
by  the  taxis,  recommended  the  operation ; 
but  this  proposal  was  at  first  declined.     The 

Eulse  was  now  54,  and  rather  small;  the 
elly  more  tense  and  tympanitic  ;  the  tongue 
dry,  but  clean;  the  vomiting  continuing; 
but  the  griping  pain  less  severe.  On  liip 
principles  advocated  by  Dr.  O'Beime,  an 
oesophagus  tube  was  introduced  about  two 
feet  up  the  large  intestines,  but  no  flatus 
escaped ;  and,  consequently,  no  opportunity 
was  afforded  of  testing  the  efficacy  T)f  such 
discbarge  of  air  in  promoting  the  success 
of  the  taxis. 

Passing  over  some  minor  circumstances, 
I  will  next  notice  the  operation.  The  hair 
having  been  removed,  and  the  Integuments 
held  up  in  a  fold,  Mr.  Quain  made  an  in- 
cision across  the  narrow  diameter  of  the 
tumor,  about  three  inches  long,  and  directed 
obliqudy  inwards,  and  then  another  about 
one  inch  in  length,  directed  inwards,  and 
joining  the  first  about  its  centre  at  a  right 
angle.  The  sac  was  then  carefully  dissected 
down  to,  and  a  piece  of  it  having  been 
lifted  up  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  was  opened, 
and  the  opening  enlarged  with  the  aid  of  a 
director,  whereby  a  considerable  mass  of 
brownish  omentum,  full  of  highly  congested 
'ves^ls,  was  exposed ;  and  on  turning  this 
up,  some  folds  of  intestine  were  perceived 
at  the  inner  side,  of  a  deep  and  uniform 
slate  colour,  and  without  any  visible  rami- 
fication of  vessels.     The  sac  contained  no 
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fiindy  vdA  the  omentum  was  adherent  to  the  10  o'clock  p.m. — Discharge  of  fluid  from 

neck  of  the  sac  (a  circumstance  explaining  the   wound    much    lessened ;    belly   rather 

the  irreducible  state  of  the  hernia,  even  from  tympanitic,  and  tender  on  pressure ;  pulse 

an  early  period   of  it)  ;   but  the  intestine  76 ;    disagreeable   smell   emitted   from    the 

itself  was  quite  free  from  adhesions.     Mr.  wound,  and  the  lint  stained  with  dirty  brown 

Quain  having  reached  the  stricture,  which  matter ;    bowels  not  open.    To  continue  the 

was  a  remarkably  tight  one,  introduced  Sir  same  plan,  with  eighteen  leeches  to  the  hy- 

AsUey  Cooper's   hernia   knife,    under  the  pogastrium,  followed  by  fomentations  and 

guidance  of  the  left  fore- finger,  and  divided  poultice. 

the  stricture  to  the*  extent  of  a  few  lines ;  February  Ist. — Has   rested  well ;    a  free 

but  finding  this  insufficient,  he  made  another  discharge  of  fecal  matter  from  the  wound  ; 

slight   cut.      Both    incisions  were    almost  pulse  86. 

directly  inwards.     He  then  began  to  return  2nd. — Small  doses  of  the  hydrarg.  cum 

the  intestine,  and,  whilst  doing  so,  about  cretu  substituted  for  the  pills  of  Calomel,  &c. 

half  an  onnce  of  thin  faecal  matter  escaped  3d. — Tenderness   of  the  abdomen  dimi- 

Into  the  sac ;  and,  on  examining  the  intes-  nished.       A   copipus    evacuation    of    fecal 

tine,  an  opening  was  detected  in  its  anterior  matter  from  the  rectum  :  that  from  the  wound 

part,  at  the  distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half  lessened.     The  loop  of  thread  is  withdrawn. 

from. the    stricture,   about    four    lines  in  Vespere. —  In  the  early  part  of  the  day 

diameter,  and  the  edges  of  which  were  very  five  or  six  loose  stools,  with  griping  and 

soft,  dark  coloured,  and  irregular.     Within  tenesmus,  and  some  traces  of  blood  in  them, 

a  few  lines  of  this  opening  was  also  noticed  To  discontinue  the  pulv.  hydrarg.  c.  creta, 

a  dark  spot  of  nearly  the  same  size,  and  and  have  an  enema  of  starch  mucilage, 

evidently  in  a  state  of  gangrene.     Mr.  Quain  ^th  5J  Tinct.  Opii,  and  take  i  gr.  of 

next  passed  a  loop  of  thread  through  the  morphia, 
sound  portion  of  intestine  at  each  side  of  the 

opening,  and,  with  some  difficulty,  reduced  From  the  wound  thick  green  feces  discharged, 

the  rest  of  it,  leaving  the  opening  itself  in  4th.— Pulse  60.    Tongue  furred.    Bowels 

the  neck  of  the  sac,  where  it  was  retained  moved  three  times  in  the  night.     Tenesmus 

by  means  of  the  loop  of  thread,  the  ends  of  continues,  with  tenderness  in  the  umbilical 

which  were  tied  over  a  fold  of  lint.     The  region.     Ordered 

protruded  omentum  having  been  cut  off,  the  p>  Liq.  Opii  Sedativ.  Ytlvj.;    Aq.  Menth. 

wound  was  simply  covered  with  lint.     Soon  ^ss.  ft.  haustus  4tis  horis  sumend.     A 

after  the  patient  had  been  put  to  bed,  the  sinapism  to   the  epigastrium,  and  fo- 

house-surgeon  found  it  necessary  to  tie  two  mentations. 

small  omental  arteries,  and,  at  this   time,  rr                n       i        ^n           1.11 

during  a  slight  effort  made  by  the  patient  J^'^*^^''*. -Bowels     stiU    much    relaxed, 

a  gush  of  thin  serous  fluid,  slightly  tinged  ^""^^  ^^'  "^^  compressible, 

with   blood,  took   place  from   the  wound.  Omit.  Liq.  Opii  Sedat.  and  have 

Lin^,  wetted  with    cold   water,    was   now  V>    ^"1^-   Cretse  Co.  c.  Opio,  3y  ;   Pulv. 

applied.  Catechu,  gr.  x.  4tis  horis. 

January  31st,  1  o'clock  A.M.— Occasional  5th. —Tenesmus    and    griping    relieved; 

discharge  of  the  same  kind  of  fluid  from  the  ^q  or  three  fecal  evacuations  in  the  night, 

wound,  but  no  return  of  bleeding.     Patient  principally  from  the  wound.     Beef-tea,  with 

feels  easier;  belly  is  less  tense,  tliough  tender  ^[^q  fm(j  [QiUc. 

on  pressure ;  no  vomiting.     Pulse  60.  j^  the  evening  a  considerable  discharge  of 

9>  Hydr.  Chlorid.  gr.  ij. ;  Morphise  Hydr.  feces  from  the  wound ;   tenderness  of    the 

Cblor.gr.  i;   ft.  pil.  quaque  hora  su-  epigastrium;    loss  of  appetite.     Pulse  72, 

menda.     Poultices  to  the  abdomen.  and  fuller.     Tongue  white. 

8  o'clock  A.M.— Has  slept  8mce4  o'clock  ;  Hirud.  xii.  ad  epigastrium,  and  omit  the 

is   now   remarkably   easy.      Tenderness  of  powders. 

abdomen  diminished;  tongue  yet  dry,  but  6th.— Feces  abundantly  discharged  from 

clean ;  no  vomiting.    Pulse  68.    Bed-clothes  the  wound.     Patient  seems  low.     No  tenes- 

thoroughly  wetted  with  the  thin  fluid,  slightly  ^nug^  yet  frequent  inclination  to  go  to  stool, 

tinged  with  blood,  discharged  from  the  wound.  7th.— Generally    better.       Discharge    of 

Some  air  escaped  from  the  opening  in  the  feces  sometimes  from  the  wound ;  sometimes 

bowel,  and  the  griping  pains  which  had  been  from  the  rectum.     Wine  with  arrowroot, 

occasionally  felt  were  rehcved  by  it.      Same  8th.— A  free  evacuation  this  morninij  per 

means  pontinued.  anum.     The  fecal  discharge  from  the  wound 

1  o'clock  P.M. — Tenderness  of  abdomen  lessened, 

continues.  9th. — Bowels  opened  three  times  in  the 

Ant.  Tart.  gr.  ^,  with  the  Calomel,  every  night.     Six  leeches  on  epigastrium,  for  pain 

four  hours;  and  sinapism  applied  to  the  in  that  region.     Wound  granulating. 

abdomen.  10th. — Improving.     All  tenderness  of  ab- 
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domenhasoeaied.     One  regnUr  motion,  and.  behind  and  below  this  part  of  tiie  neok  of 

kas  fecal  diacharige  from   the  wound.      A  the  sac ;  but  in  the  femoral  hernia,  it  is  on 

mutton-chop  allowed.  the  same  lerel,  and  on  the  inside  of  it. 

14tfa. — ^Weot  on  well  to  this  date.     A        In  the  particulars  of  the  case  before  ns, 

good  deal   of  discharge  of  feces  from   the  Poapart*s  ligament  is  mentioned  as  being 

wound  to-daj,  and  parts  around  excoriated,  perceived  to  extend  over   the  neck  of  the 

which  were  relieved  by  being  smeared  with  tumor,  the  fundus  of  which  is  also  described 

larJ,  and  Utterly  bathed  with  a  lotion,  com-  as  being  thrown  up  over  that  ligament,  as 

posed  of  oxide  of  zinc  dilfoaed  in  water.  usually  happens  when  the  hernia  is  of  a  oer- 

15th. — An  aperient  clyster  administered.  tain  size.     The  remarkable  tightness  of  the 

16th. — ^This  produced  a  copious  evacua-  stricture — ^a  circumstance  particularly  com- 
tion  from  the  large  intestines,  and  much  mon  in  the  femoral  hernia  of  the  male  sub- 
general  relief  to  the  patient.  One  mutton-  ject — was  likewise  exemplified  in  the  present 
chop  and  two  ounces  of  wine  daily.  instance. 

20th. — No  blood  with  the  stools,  and  less        The  gangrenous  and  ruptured  conditions 

discharge  of  fecal  matter  from  the  wound.  of  the  protruded  bowel,  as  discovered  when 

24tb.-*yegetables  prohibited ;  wine,  beef-  the  hernial  sac  had  been  laid  open,  though 

tea,  &c.  continued.     Going  on  well.  discouraging,  did  not,  as  you  have  seen,  ab- 

March  4th. — No  fecal  discharge  from  solutely  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  favour- 
the  wound  since  yesterday  even  ng,  and  it  able  termination.  Here  the  adherent  and 
appears  to  be  healed.  Bowels  open  every  diseased  portion  of  the  omentum  was  re- 
day,  moved  ;  but  the  partially  gangrenous  bowel, 

5th. — Cicttrixation  complete,  and  health  which  had  burst,  not  being  adherent,  and 

good.  having  but  a  limited  opening  in  it,  was  re- 
duced, and  the  burst  portion  of  it  kept 

Rbmakks. — ^No  doubt  this  case  was  on-  in  the  neck  of  the  sac  by  means  of  tne 
ginaHy  an  omental  hernia,  and  complicated  threads  tied  over  a  roll  of  lint.  This  was 
at  an  early  period  with  adhesion  of  the  omen-  done  tliat  the  fecal  matter  might  escape  out- 
turn to  the  neck  of  the  sac,  so  as  to  account  wards,  and  not  pass  into  the  cavity  of  the 
for  its  always  having  been,  as  the  man  de-  peritoneum.  Had  the  bowel  been  fixed  by 
scribed,  irreducible.  In  his  laborious  em-  adhesions  to  the  neck  of  the  sac,  then,  of 
ployment  at  the  gas  manufactory,  on  the  course,  no  ligature  would  have  been  neces- 
moming  specified,  a  piece  of  bowel  pro-  sary,  or  proper. 

truded,  and  the  case  dumged  into  a  strango-        The  copious  discharge  of  serous  fluid  from 

lated  entero-epiplocele.     The  femoral  her-  the  wound,   as  related,   came,    as   I  need 

nia,  though  not  common  in  males,  is  not  so  hardly  say,  from  the  peritonod  cavity.     I 

rare  as  Scarpa  supposed,  but  often  over-  have  witnessed  several  instances  of  the  same 

looked  on  account  of  its  small  size.     In  men,  occurrence.  « 

however,  of  laborious  emplojrments,  like  our        One  point  deserving  notice  m  this  case 

patient,  whose  work  consisted  in  carrying  was  the  mildness  of  the  constitutiomd*  dis- 

heavy  sacks  of  coals,  and  who  have  been  turbance,  notwithstanding  the  complication 

long  afflicted  with  such  a  rupture,  the  tumor,  of  the  hernia  with  gangrene  and  rupture  of 

if  not  kept  up  (as  thb  seems  not  to  have  ad-  the  intestine. 

mitted  of  being)  will  gradually  attain  a  size        The  case  also  adds  another  instance  to 

that  must  excite  the  patient's  notice ;  and  in  several  which  have  been  seen  in  this  hospital, 

the  case  before  us  we  find  that  the  swelling  where,  under  strict  and  persevering  antiphlo- 

was,  after  the  addition  of  the  bowel  to  the  gistic  treatment,  and  especially  under  jndi- 

eontents  of  the  sac,  as  large  as  a  goose's  egg.  cious  diet,   and  vrith  proper  attention  to 

In  women,  though  the  hernia  is  likewise  cleanliness,  nature  nbt  only  saves  the  patient, 

genenlly  small,  examples  are  to  be  found  under  the  disadvantages  which    this   man 

in  which  it  occasioned  a  tumor  extending  experienced,   but  prevents  the  continuance 

two-thirds  of  the  way  down  the  thigh.  of  that  loathsome    affliction — an    artificial 

The  case  at  present  under  consideration  anus, 
at  all  events  cannot  fail  to  make  you  re-  The  diachaige  of  serum,  and  the  tender- 
member  that  men  are  sometimes  the  subjects  ness  of  the  belly,  were  regarded  as  indications 
of  femoral  hernia ;  and  that,  with  reference  of  a  tendency  to  inflammation  in  the  perito- 
both  to  the  taxis  and  the  operation  with  the  neum,  and  the  calomel  and  other  means 
knife,  you  will  be  likely  to  commit  serious  prescribed  were  intended  to  control  any  in- 
and  dangerous  blunders,  unless  you  make  creased  action  in  that  membrane.  The 
out  the  true  nature  of  the  hernia  by  careful  calomel  and  tartarized  antimony,  however, 
examination.  Now  the  femoral  hernia  may  were  discontinued  when  signs  of  gastric  irri- 
always  be  known  by  Poupart's  ligament  tation  began ;  or  when  the  mucous,  and  not 
being  above  the  neck  of  the  tumor.  In  an  the  serous  membrane,  appeared  to  be  the 
inguinal  hernia,  the  spine  of  \he  os  pubis  is  seat  of  disorder. 
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Case  U.-^JVaumdiie  TVfantM  he  wis  oovered  with  proAue  pcrtpirmtlcra. 

Is  the  most  fetal  fonn  of  the  disorder,-  The  paroxysms  c«ne  on  ^[Sy^^J*'^"* 

that  oyer  which  the  most  skilful  treatment  »>»«*«»;  ^^J  ^\'V'^'^  ^^  ^  ^^J^ 

and  themostpowerfalmedicinesseemto have  ?*???* "'TIk^ ^"^f  ^J^ta 

hut  little  mflienoe.    The  proportion  of  per-  der  had  now  pnt  on  the  fwrm  of  op»Aot^^ 

aons.  who  recover  from  an  attack  of  it,  is  ex.  >>«»•     The  paroxysms  oiUy  Usted  fora  few 

ceedingly  Emitted.     It  may  be  excited  by  a  ^^\^''\''!'^i^'^t/^lt^^ 

wound,  kn  nicer,  or  a  burn;  and  is  much  *\**'Wt^*".T' '*f  ^   ^,  T^^l^ 

more  ^ly  cured  than  idiopathic  tetanus.  out.     In  the  mtervals  there  w«  «>  towc 

Edward  Hays,  let  37,  a  rSbust  bricklayer,  »P"»  ?  J^*  ^J  P«««««  .^J^.  •^^.'"^' 
of  intemperate  habits,  admitted  under  Mr.  or  any  attempt  to  move,  hrought  on  a  pa- 
Quain,  Peb.  19,  1841.  A  month  ago  he  roxysm.  During  the  mterm««ons,  hcw- 
trod  upon  a  rust^  naU.  which  penetrated  the  ^T^l*^,  J^JJ  ^"  ^l^^t^t^^ 
sole  of  his  right  foot,  immediately  below  the  pletriy  closed  wd  the  ap«  ^^^«^ 
outer  ankle.  ^  He  went  on  a  few  yards,  and  oo«;\d  be  protrnded^^  ^fj,  «f  Sln^ 
then  took  off  his  shoe,  and  ext4cted  the  ^^*'*r\  ^.''*^^P?" '  ST^^J^  ^^^f 
nail  from  the  part.  Notwithstanding  the  V^^^^  discolorations  in  ▼»"<«»  P*^,?f 
Injury  caused  a  good  deal  of  pain,  he^on-  the  .^^^  1^^' '  '^P*'***^"  "^"^^ 
tinned  to  work,  but  in  three  or  four  days  he  hurried,  and  Ubonous. 
was  obliged  to  rest  himself,  and  apply  a  |L  Fern  Sesquioxidi,  3j. ;  Thenacse,  Jj. 
bread  and  water  poultice.     On  the  following  Omni  hora  sumend. 

day  some  purulent  matter  was  discharged  Beef- tea  ad  libitum, 
from  the  wound,  and  he  felt  great  relief  from  Half-past  1 1  a.m.— Passed  a  copious  loose 
it.  At  the  end  of  two  more  days,  he  found  j„]j.jjj>joaredmotion,of  very  offensive  smell} 
himself  able  to  return  to  his  usual  Ubour,  ^g^jty  i^  swallowing  and  speaking, 
in  which,  besides  living  intemperately,  he  was  j^^  ^^  afternoon  he  had  two  motions, 
much  exposed,  first  to  frost,  and  after-  ^^  ^^^j^j^  g^j^^  y^Q^^  ^^^  shreds  of  lymph 
wards  to  rain.  ^^^  blended  ;  heat  about  anus,  and  con- 

On  Friday,  Feb.  12,  without  having  been  ^^^^  tenesmus ;  a  paroxysm  of  spasm  every 
conscious  of  any  premonitory  symptoms,  or  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^hird  minute  ;  pulse  120 ;  debility 
havmg  suffered  any  uneasiness  in  the  in-  ^^f^i^^^  xbe  medicine  and  the  beef-tea 
jured  foot,   he  began  to  feel  considerable    yeadjiy'^aken. 

stiffness  and  difficulty  in  moving  his  jaw,  Half-past  2  P.M.  —  Paroxysms  now  less 
and.  pain  at  the  back  of  his  neck  and  in  the  ft^^ent,  but  not  less  severe.  They  come  on 
pharynx.  On  the  same  night  he  slept  but  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  minutes ;  and  in  the  interval 
little,  and  on  Saturday  the  rigidity  of  the  ^^  patient  doees.  Gargling  cough ;  mucous 
jaw  and  the  pAin  were  increased  ;*  he  was  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  the  chest,  but  most 
feverish,  and  his  bowels  confined.  loudly  on  the  left  side ;    breathing  more 

15th. — Pain  and  numbness  all  over  him,  ^q^cuU;  upper  extremities  ooldand  clammy, 
except  in  his  arms.  Able  to  stand  up,  but  ^^^^^  tolerably  warm;  face  and  trunk  warm, 
afraid  to  walk  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  ^^^  covered  with  a  clammy  perspiration ; 
day,  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  and  lower  ^^^  jgQ,  and  feeble ;  little,  if  any,  tonic 
extremities  were  seized  with  spasm,  from     gp^^^ 

which,  however,  those  of  the  arm  remained        Half-past  3. — Getting  weaker;  pulse  126; 
free.     The  pain  was  most  severe  under  the    ^^  stools  similar  to  the  last. 

sternum,  and  the  paroxyms  of  spasm  came        ^  ^  ^^ ^Bowels  moved  twice  during  the 

on  twice  or  thrice  every  hour.     If  he  hap-    j^^^  j^J^^J. .   p^jj^^  ^j^^  gjjue  .   spasms  miore 
pened  to  be  standing  at  the  moment  of  one     yi^jj^Q^^  }^^^  legg  frequent ;  no  sleep  during 
of  these  attacks,  he  was  thrown  down  on    ^^  intervals ;   difficulty  in  swallowing  the 
his  face,  the  body  being  violently  fiexed  for-    jj^ef-tea.     Oxide  of  iron  continued, 
wards.     He  could  neither  sleep  nor  put  solid  n-L«i,   »•  »i  •  Ooii  «.  i.     Ft.  nU. 

food  into  hi,  mouth,  hut  took  «,me  porter        B  ^^^^iJT'  ^  '  ^ 

and  tea.  i«  j  & 

16th.-Had  taken  no  medichies ;  spasms  Acetate  of  cantharides  applied  to  up^ 
more  frequent.  part  of  the  leg    to  raise  bhster ;  •'^d  after 

17th.— Visited  by  a  medical  practitioner,  removal  of  cuticle,  six  grams  of  bydrochlo- 
who  bled  him  ad  deliquium,  and  gave  him  rate  of  mercury  to  be  apphed  under  the 
some  pills,   which  acted  upon  his  bowels    water  dressing.  ^^«A. 

twice.  The  frequency  of  the  spasms,  and  Hatf-past  4  F.M.-The  acetate  ^^' 
the  severity  of  his  sufferings,  do  not  appear  rides  failed  to  Fod^cevesu^tion;  trank  and 
to  have  been  lessened  by  the  venesection.  limbs  rather  cold ;  and  the  patiwit  s  Oce, 
On  his  admission,  the  19th  February,  at  chest,  and  arms,  covered  with  cold  dammy 
ten  o'clock  a.m.  his  countenance  was  ex-  pe«pi>ation :  great  restlewn^^^ 
pressive  of  great  anxiety  and  suffering,  and    moved  twice  dunng  the  last  half  hour,  pulse 
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132,  feeble  and  iiregnlar;  breathing  laboured;  liiost  nnfavonnble  state,  foul,  or  even  gan- 

mncous   rattle   all  oyer  chest ;    paroxysms  grenoas.     Our  patient  affords    an  example 

the  same  in  force  and  frequency.  of  the  puncture  having   healed  up   before 

Takes  beef-tea  frequently;    and  at -his  the  disorder  commenced, 
desire  some  common  tea  is  being  made  for         He  died,  also,  at  one  of  the  most  usual 

him.  periods  of  traumatic  tetanus,  viz.  about  the 

Half-past    5    p.m.  —  Attacked    with    a  6th  day  from  its  first  attack;  though  you 

violent  paroxysm  of  spasms,  extending  to  should  remember  that  the  disease  is  some- 

the  upper  as  well  as  the  lower  extremities ;  times  more  chronic,  and   then  the  patient 

and  this  being  soon  followed  by  another,  he  may   live  much  longer,  and  has  a   better 

expired.  chance  of  recovery.     One  remarkable  fea- 

Seetio  eadaveriM,  65  hourt  iffter  death. —  ture  in  our  case  was  the  great  number  of 
Membranes  of  the  brain  more  vascular  than  evacuations  of  bad  quality  from  the  bowels : 
Viiial ;  the  arachnoid  somewhat  opaque  and  more  generally,  there  is  obstinate  constipa- 
dnckcoedf  and  both  over  and  under  it  a  tion,  requiring  croton  oil  and  other  power- 
large  quantity  of  transparent  serous  fluid.  ful   cathartics.      Abemethy     believed    that 

The  vessels  at  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  tetanus  was    intimately  connected   with    a 

spinal  oord  were  enlarged,  of  a  bright  scarlet  wrong  state  of  the  secretions  in  the  digea- 

ooloor,  and  presented  a  remarkably  tortuous  tive   canal :    the   bad   quality  of  the  eva* 

appearance ;   the  vessels  on  the  fore-part  of  cuations  in  this  instance  would  rather  give 

the  cord  were  of  a  dark  colour,  and  less  support  to  his  view, 
numerous.  The  sesquioxide  of  iron  was  tried  on  this 

The  bronchial  tubes   contained  a  large  patient  ;    but,     as  you    see,   without  any 

quantity   of  viscid  frothy  mucus,  and  the  evidence  of  its  having  even  produced  a  miti- 

vessels  of  the  raucous  membrane  were  a  good  gation  of  the  disorder.     1  have  tried  it  also  ; 

deal  congested ;    the  lining  of  the  larynx,  but  without  success.     I  mention  this  not  to 

pharynx,   and  trachea,  exhibited  a  highly  dissuade   you  from  having   recourse  to  it, 

congested  state ;  but  that  of  the  oesophagus  because  it  seems  to  me  to  deserve  further 

was  natural  in  its  appearance.  trials,  several  well-authenticated  instances  of 

In  the  stomadi  was  found  a  quantity  of  recovery  under  its  employment  being  related. 

the  oxide  of  iron,  very  little  changed.  This  patient  came  into  the  hospital,  how- 

The  body  externally  presented  the   dis-  ever,  too  late  for  a  prospect  of  benefit  from 

colorations  observed  before  death  r  a  small  any  plan.      The  appearances  noticed  in  the 

black  spot  near  the  right  heel  denoted  the  pott-mortem  examination  mostly  agree  with 

point  where  the  nail  had  entered ;  but  no  the  descriptions  given  by  the  generality  of 

lesion  of  any  branch  of  a  nerve  conld  be  de-  careful  observers  ;    especially  the  congested 

tected,   and  there  was  no  suppuration  or  state  of  .the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pha- 

abscess  discoverable  in  the  part.  rynx    and   respiratory  tubes,  and  the   en- 

Rbm ARKfi. — Some  wounds  are  found  to  larged  tortuous  appearance  of  the  vessels  of 

be   more   likely   to  occasion   tetanus  than  the  spinal  cord. 

others.  Lacerated  and  punctured  wounds  No  injury  of  any  branch  of  the  external 
more  frequently  bring  it  on  than  incised  plantar  nerve  could  be  detected  in  the  dis- 
ones ;  and  lacerated  injuries  of  the  thumb,  section.  I  advert  to  this,  as  bearing  upon 
fingers,  or  toes,  and  punctured  wounds  of  the  question  what  would  have  been  the 
the  sole  of  the  foot,  are  well  known  as  hav-  effect  produced  on  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ing  frequently  been  followed  by  tetanus,  order  by  the  division  of  the  posterior  tibial 
The  case  before  us  confirms  this  observa-  nerve  behind  the  inner  ankle  on  tlie  com- 
mon- mencement   of  the  attack  on  the   12th   of 

In  hydrophobia,  a  longer  interval  takes  February  ;    a  week  before  he  entered   the 

place  between  the  period  of  the  local  injury,  hospital.     This  operation     has   been   per. 

and  that  of  the  commencement  of  the  con-  formed  with  decided  success,  as  you  may 

stitutional  disturbance,  than   in  traumatic  learn  from  the  particulars  of  a  case  recorded 

tetanus.     If  the  latter  disorder  did  not  be-  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  Medical  Ga- 

gin  within  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  days  zktte.     To  afford  any  chance  of  benefit, 

after  the  occurrence  of  the  wound,  our  sol-  however,  I  believe  that  very  early  recourse 

diers  in  Spain  were  deemed  safe  from  its  to  this  proceeding  is  essential.     It  must  be 

attack.      Difference  of   climate,    however,  done  on  the  tetanic  symptoms  first  shewing 

may  make  differences  in  this  respect,  for  in  themselves.     The  incisions,  sometimes  prac- 

Egypt  the  17th  day  was  found,  by  Larrey,  tised  round  the  wound,  appear  to  be  under- 

to  be  the  Utest  of  the  attack.     Our  patient,  taken  on  the  same  principle,  namely,  that 

according  to  the  particulars,  was  probably  of  cutting  off  all  communication  between 

attacked  about  the  23d  or  24th  day  after  the  injured  parts   and  the  centres  of  the 

the  accidental  injury.     Tetanus  begins  either  nervous  system. 

when  the  wound  is  healiiig,  heal^,  or  in  a  
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THE  HOSPITALS  OF  METZ.  «"»«  addJtioM.     Freeh  air  is  eanly  intro- 

.  dnced,  and  one  observes  tliat  exquisite  ciean- 

liness    (cette  coquetierie  de   hutre  et   d9 
Thr  liospitals  of  Metz  do  not  compose  a  proprett)   which   distin^ishes  houses  en- 
wbole,  but  preserre  the  distinctive  stamp  trusted  to  the  rule  of  female  corporations, 
of  their  respective  foundations,  and  are  not  All  the  wards  are  not  yet  supplied  with 
united  by  that  financial  boi|d  which  const!-  iron  bedsteads,  and  the  space  between  the 
tutes  one  ofthe  advantages  9r  inconveniences  beds  did  not  seem  to  us  in  proportion  to 
of    centralization.      The    Qoogregation    of  the  mass  of  atmosphere ;  this  inconvenience 
which  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  waft  the  creator,  ia  increased    by  enormous    pillars,   which 
and  is  still  the  life  and  soul,  managas  three  might  be  usefully  replaced,  as  at  the  Yal- 
hotpieet,  namely,  the  charity  and  orphan-  de-Grfice,  by   thin  cast  iron-columns,  the 
house,  and  the  hospitals  called  Bon  Secourt  slim   and  elegant  supporters  of  the  upper 
and   St.   Nidiolas.     The  last  one  is  of  a  story.     In  going  over  the  wards  we  saw 
mixed  kind,  and  resembles  those  which  in  venesection  performed  by  one  of  the  sisters ;, 
most   of   our  great    provincial  towns  are  and  we  learned,  not  without  surprise,  that 
called  general  hospitals,  as  at  Montpelier,  the  hospital  has  neither  in-door  nor  out- 
Toulouse,  &c.     St.  Nicholas's  hospital  is  at  door  dressers,  and  that  the  dressings,  as  well 
onoe  a  retreat  for  indigent  old  age,  and  a  as  the  small  operations  of  surgery,  are  exe- 
medical  asylum  for  the  scrofulous,  the  epi-  cuted  by  the  sisters.     There  is  no  house-sur- 
leptic,   and  different    incurable  affections ;  geon  ;  no  apothecary ;  the  shop  also  belongs 
foundlings   and  deserted    children  are  also  to  the  sisters;   one  of  them  presides  over 
admitted  there.     In  spite  of  the  order  which  the  composition  of  diet-drinks,  and  the  pre- 
reigns  in  this  mansion  of  so  many  guests,  it  paration  of  the  daily  prescriptions.     The 
is  impossible  to  approve  of  such  an  arrange-  hospital   receives   the  chief  medicines  and 
ment.     It  is  not  at  Metz  alone  that  we  have  chemical  products  from  a  druggist  in  the 
to  lament  the  extent  of  such  an  institution  ;  town  ;    and  a  dexterous  and  exact  sister 
these  immense  hospitals  are  a  piece  of  mu-  weighs,  doses,  combines,  mixes,  triturates, 
nicipal  vanity,  when  they  are  not  the  un-  dissolves,   edulcorates,  and  adds  the  usual 
wholesome  remit  of  buildings  successively  ornament  of  a  label  to  the  daily  series  of  her 
heaped  together  by  economy  or  routine.  elaborations.     It  would  be  impossible  for 
The  Boh  Secoun  is  the  real  hospital  of  us  not  to  do  justice  to  the  symmetry  of  the 
Metz,  the  clinical  theatre  which  from  year  internal- arrangements  of  the  laboratory,  the 
to  year,  from  season  to  season,  displays  the  cleanliness  of  the  pots  and  utensils,    the 
phases  of  local  disease;   it  is  there  alone  brilliant  polish  of  the  scales,   the  spotless 
that  there  is  a  succession  of  patients,  and  white  of  the  linen  in  the  -wards,  the  affec- 
that  observation  can  be  exercised  on  fresh  donate  attention  of  the  sisters  to  the  pa- 
objects  ;  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  tients,  and  the  quickness  of    their   move- 
far  from  being  an  institution  which  should  ments  round  beds  where  patients  were  to  be 
hove  had  the  double  object  of  liberal  cha-  dressed ;   but  we  confess  that  all  this  was 
rity,  and  the  progress  of  the  art  of  healing,  unable  to  reconcile  us  to  a  hospital  without 
It  is  situated  near  the  ramparts,  in  a  part  of  in  or  out-door  pupils,  without  apothecaries, 
the  town  where  the  indigent  are  crowded  without  any  scientific  impulse  in  the  details, 
together ;  its  back  looks  on  the  stream  of  without  the  steady  control  of  a  superior 
the  Moselle,  from  which  it  is  separated  only  jurisdiction.     These  offices  ought  not  to  be 
by  a  small  garden ;  nor  does  its  internal  confided   to  female  hands :   give  a  house- 
arrangement  compensate  for  the  badness  of  surgeon  to  this  collection  of  patients,  among 
its  position.      It  cannot  hold  more  than  whom  Science,  like  the  Deity  whom  their 
140 — 160  beds.     When  I  visited  the  hos-  pain  invokes,  ought  to  be  always  preKnt, 
pital,  however,  with  my  friend,  Professor  always  attentive ;  open  these  wards  to  the 
Forget,  who  was  then  going  the  circuit  at  intelligent  observation  of  pupils,  who,  at  a 
Mets,   as  president  of  medical  juries,  the  later  period,  after  having  received  the  doc- 
number  of  beds  was  more  than  enough,  as  toral  stamp,  will  be  to  Metz  practitioners . 
there  were  not  more  than  fifty  patients  in  early  familuirized  with  the  morbid  forms  of 
the  house ;  but  we  learned  from  the  supe-  the  place,   and  the  genius   of   indigenous 
rior  sister,  that  at  certain  periods  of  the  disease.     The  sisters,   moreover,   have  the 
year,  disease  increases  so  suddenly,  that  it  exclusive  right  of  walking  in  the  only  gar- 
is  necessary  to  refiise  admission  to  a  great  den  of  the  hospital ;  it  is  clear  that  the  pa- 
number  of  applicants,  who  are  obliged  to  tients  ought  to  be  admitted  to  this  privi- 
content  themselves  with  being  visited  at  lege.     We  diligently  inquired  of  the  supe- 
home  and  receiving  medicines  gratuitously,  rior  what  was  the  diet  of  the  house,  and  both 
There  are  two  large  wards  on  the  ground  M.  Forget  and  I  were  convinced  that  it  is 
floor ;  they  are  paved,  and  it  must  be  diffi-  insufficient  for  convalescents,  who  should  be 
cult  to  warm  them  in  winter.     There  is  the  nourished  as  well  by  the    quality  as   the 
same  arrangement  on  the  next  floor,  with  quantity  of  food.     This  defect,  and  many 
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otiiera,  (raeli  as  the  want  of  partlcidar  doth  is  tinder  the  direction  of  Profeuor  Morlanne, 

iu^  for  the  patients)  ariae  from  the  scan-  who,  with  two  coliea^oes,  bears  the  burden 

tineas  of  the  funds  at  the  eommand  i3^  the  of  teaching.     There  is  a  course  of  midwifery, 

governors;  indeed,  the  annual  budget  of  the  and  a  clinique  for  the  diseases  of  children, 

town  will  not  allow  of  a  complete  remedy  ;  and  of  women  in  childbed ;  and  gratuitous 

jet  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  more  di-  advice  is  given  daily  to  town  and  country 

reot  and  decisive  intervention  of  medical  patients.     This  advantage  seems  to  be  ap- 

aothority  in  these  hospitals  would  correct  predated,  for  last  year  no  less  than  1423 

sonoe  of  the  errors  which  prevaU  there.  persons  applied  for  advice.    The  Hospice 

The  Bon  Seeoun  is  appropriated  to  town  de  la  Matemiti  is  distinct  from  the  Ecole 

patients;   tiiose  from  tiie  department  are  d* Accouchement.     It  was  founded  in  1334. 

admitted  only  when  die  communes  to  which  by  a  citizen  of  Mets,  named  Jean  La  Hungre, 

they  belong  pay  for  their  maintenance.     A  for  poor  pregnant  women ;  and  the  deed  was 

sad  neoeastty !     TW    gatea  of  a  hospital  confirmed  in  1337,  by  the  buUs  of  Pope 

ought  to  open   to  sniTeriDg,   from    what-  Clement  VI.     Tlie  sisters  of  St.   Felicity 

ever  village  or  market-town  it  may  have  attend    in    the  house,   and,  which    aeems 

dragged  its  alow  length  along.    Why  ask  strange  for  nuns,  are  both  midwives  and 

for  a  certificate  of  biridi  and  origin  from  the  nurses. 

man  who  is  about  to  die  ?     Does  charity  Besides  these  public  institutions,  Mets 

know  the  limits  of  departments,  stamp  its  affords  other  relief  to  the  poor.    The  Sisters 

deeds  with  the  seal  of  a  commune,  or  select  of  St.  Christian,  whose  chief  residence  is  in 

its  harvest  on  a  privileged  soil  ?     Our  fathers  this  town,  and  who  pass  their  noviciate  here, 

built  the  house  of  the  sick  by  the  side  of  tbe  devote  themselves  to  the  sick,  and  to  the 

house  of  the  Lord,  and  they  called  it  the  instruction  of  the  poor.    Their  assistance  is 

Hotd  Dieu,  consecrating  it  as  a  pious  and  sought  by  the  sick  of  every  sect,  which  is 

helpful  hostelry  for    all  the  pains  which  the  finest  panegyric  that  can  be  given  them, 

wend  their  way,  lame  and  crooked,  over  this  The  munidpai  board  of  charity  has  divided 

earth.     As  tbe  gate  of  the  church  is  open  to  the  town  into  five  sections,  and  gratuitous 

every  devotion,  that  of  the  hospital  ought  advice  with  home  visiting  are  to  be  found  in 

to  yield  to  each  languid  hand  wliich  knocks  each.     With  an  honourable  solicitude,  the 

at  it.     Governors  and  physicians,  suffer  all  physicians  of  Metz  shate  among  them  tiiis 

the  sick  to  come  to  you,   as  our  Divine  domain,  where  science  meets  reli^on  in  order 

Master  suffered  all  children :    do-  not  the  to  bring  living  streams  into  a  withered  land, 

ailing  and  the  weak  compose  the  perpetual  and  in  the  same  beings  to  revivify  the  body 

childUiood  of  humanity  ?  which  decays,   and  the  soul  which   dege- 

A  thou^t  occurred  to  us  at  Metz  which  nerates. 

has  already  been  expressed  in  this  jonnial.  There  is  an  Israelite  Hospital,  established 

and  which  our  pen  will  never  be  tired  of  by  a  royal  ordijiBnce  of  May  5tii,  1832 ;  it 

repeating ;  a  thought  whidi  contains  in  itself  contains  only  eleven  beds, 

a  host  cf  reforms  and  improvements.     It  is  The  midwifery  school  is  of   aeeondary 

simply  this : — ^let  the  government  take  into  rank,  and  is  intended  for  midwives  alone, 

its  hands  all  the  property  and  income  be-  For  sdence,  there  is  a  military  hospital  of 

longing  to  all  the  hospitals  and  hotpieet  in  instruction,  and  a  medical  society.     Hie 

France ;  and  let  every  department  have  its  latter  partidpates  in  the  lot  of  all  provincial 

share  in  proportion  to  its  general  population  academical  associations ;  there  are  altema- 

and  its  annual  contingent  of  sick  poor ;  and  tions  of  languor  and  life ;  and  years  of  m- 

let  all  these  establishments  form  part  of  a  lenoe  and  of  death  are  followed  by  a  sign  of 

general    system,    governed    by  a  uniform  hie  in  the  shape  of  a  volume.    The  Metz 

statute  vivified  by  a  homogeneous  adminis-  sodety  has  lately  published  a  volume,  and  I 

tration,  and  let  it  be  under  the  parliamentary  arrived  just  in  time  to  recdve  it  from  the 

control  of  the  Chambers.  skilful  and  learned  Dr.   Marechal.     Some 

Once  more  we  announce  this  wish,  which  day  I  shall  return  to  it,  as  it  contains  seve- 

we  number  among  the  desiderata  of  each  ral  interesting  papers ;  in  particular,  a  very 

new  year ;  may  it  germinate,  and  fructify ;  good   report  on    the  epidemic    cholera  at 

may  it  one  day  ascend  the  tribune,  in  die  Metz.     The  book  has  a  tendency  to  useful- 

person  of  some  honourable  man  imbued  ness  which  I  will  not  pass  over,  and  is  es- 

with  the  real  interests  of  the  country ;  and  pedally  occupied  with  questions  of  public 

may  a  minister,  capable  of  occupying  him-  hygiene  as  applied  to  the  dty  of  Metz. 

self  with  something  besides  the  preservation  llus  sodety  has  been    engaged  with  the 

of  his  portfolio,  embody  it  in  the  form  of  a  useful,  while  so  many  otiiers  are  like  the 

bill !     While  ¥Faiting  for  this  miracle,  let  us  astrologer  in  the  fable, 

finish  our  rapid  glance  over  the  medieal  The  hospital  of  instruction  is,   without 

institutions  of  Metz.  doubt,  the  true  representative  of  the  medi- 

One  of  the  moat  useful  is  the  praetieal  cal  sdence  of  Metz,  from  the  scale  on  which 

■diool  of  midwifory  of  the  department.     It  it  teaches,  from  the  merit  of  die  men  who 
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have  inoeeMireljr  directed  it,  from  the  ex-  2.  Inienuil  aAiMtft  openiujf  into  the  in- 
tent of  the  practical  theatre  which  the  art  teetinal  cmtai.  —  A  coontrTwoman,  aged 
poaseaes  there,  and  from  the  influence  which  thirty,  foor  days  after  recovering  from  an 
it  exerdaea  over  a  bodv  of  pupils  freqnently  attack  of  eporadic  cholera,  waa  seized  with 
renewed,  and  many  of  whom  have  taken  a  suppression  of  urine,  and  pain  in  the  abdo- 
distinguished  rank  in  civil  and  military  me-  men,  which  were  foUowid  by  a  swelling 
didne.  The  hospital  of  instruction  has,  between  the  umbilicus  and  the  symphysis 
moreover,  had  the  honourable  privilege  of  pubis,  a  little  towards  the  left  side.  The 
fumiafamg  the  town  with  its  favourite  prae-  caae  waa  terminated,  and  a  cure  eifected,  by 
titioners.  Tliflre  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  Meti  evacuations  of  fcetid  yellow  pus  by  stool, 
whodoesnotpronounoe  with  respect  and  giati*  RemarkabU  eate  of  Mecondary  typkilu, — 
tndethenameaof  Gorsy,  Marchand,  Rampon,  A  man,  who  had  previously  suffered  from 
Moisin,  and  Wnillaume ;  the  military  hos-  secondary  syphilis,  for  which  he  had  taken  a 
pital  haa  supplied  the  Institute  with  an  emi*  strong  decoction  of  sarsaparilia  and  hemlock 
nent  chemist — Semllaa ;  and  haa  given  two  pills,  a  year  after  this  treatment,  (no 
inspectors  to  the  Army  medical  board—  secondary  symptoms  having  occurred  during 
MM.  Moizin  and  Brault.  M.  B^gin,  now  the  interval,)  was  suddenly  seized  with 
first  surgeon  at  the  Val-de-Grdoe,  belonged  strabismus,  without  any  known  cause ;  and 
to  thia  hard-working  school ;  Boisseau,  it  gradually  reached  such  a  pitch,  that  both 
author  of  the  *'  Pyretologie  Physiologique,"  pupils  were  strongly  turned  towards  the 
died  there ;  it  has  just  sent  M.  Scoulteten,  nose,  whenever  he  wanted  to  look  either  at 
author  of  the  mtf/Aoif eovorfatre  to  the  Stras-  a  distant  or  near  object.  As  he  had  pre- 
burgfa  Hospital ;  and  a  number  of  other  viously  suffered  from  caries  of  the  external 
mnarkable'  persons  belonging  to  the  Mets  bones  of  the  nose,  I  was  afraid  that  a  similar 
hospital  of  instruction.  The  distinguished  disease  might  have  arisen  in  the  orbital 
men  who  now  conduct  it  are  unable  to  reap  bones ;  and  that  caries  or  exostosis  in  the 
all  the  fruit  of  this  long-enduring  reputa-  orbit  produced  the  phenomenon  by  pressure 
tion,  or  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  insti-  on  the  nerves  of  the  eye.  As  the  patient 
tntion  against  the  injustice  of  the  military  refused  to  go  through  a  course  of  sarsaparilia 
spirit  which  rules  at  Mets,  and  casts  its  again,  on  account  of  his  occupations,  I  pre- 
ahade  over  every  sort  of  merit  which  is  not  scribed  pills  of  corrosive  sublimate,  beginning 
expressed  by  a  big  epaulette.  Fortunately,  with  one-tenth  of  a  grain  a  day ;  and  at  the 
science  escapes  from  garrison  influence,  and  same  time  I  placed  an  antimonial  plaster  on 
moves  at  ease  in  a  vast  and  handsome  estab-  the  beck  of  his  neck.  When  about  three 
lishment  capable  of  holding  900  patients ;  grains  of  the  sublimate  had  been  taken,  the 
and  fortunately,  the  officiert  de  Htnt^  of  the  strabismus  disappeared ;  it  was  succeeded  by 
army,  and  the  body  of  teachers  at  their  unquenchable  thirst,  and  a  total  cessation  of 
head*  have  never  sought  for  the  springs  of  the  secretion  of  the  skin.  The  pulse  became 
their  emulation  and  their  zeal  anywhere  but  quick,  evacuations  by  stool  were  difficult, 
in  themselves*.  unfrequent,  and  clayey  ;  the  patient  lost  his 


appetite,  and  the  quantity  of  urine  increased 

CASES  FROM  THE  DANISH  ME-  «>  '^'^hi''^ t^ -S!"""-  '""  "^ 

evacuated  m  a  mght.     The  urme  was  as  clear 

DICAL  REPORTS.  ^  water,  and  without  odour,  deposited  no 

sediment,    and,   as  appeared    by  chemical 

Db.  Rhode,  of  Friedcnsburg,  reports—  MialysU,  contained  no  sugar.     Hence  it  was 

1.  An  interesting  caae  qf  scrofula  treated  a  case  of  diabetes    insipidus,  which  had, 

with  iodine."  A  young  hidy,  of  twenty-three,  perhaps,  arisen  from  taking  cold.     Sudori- 

in  consequence  of  a  fall  on  the  trachea  m  ^^^  ^^  mjit  of  gulphur  to  keep  the  body 

her  twelfth  year,  had  a  swelling  tixere,  which  open,  soon  removed  these  symptoms,  and 

was  immediately  pronounced  to  be  strumous,  the  patient,  who   waa    rather   attenuated, 

and  had  graduaUy  increased  until  she  came  recovered  entirely,  and  is  now  quite  well.— 

under  Dr.  Rhode's  care.     It  extended  from  Zeiisehr\ft  fUr  die  geeammte  Mediein,  from 

the  posterior  edge    of   the    sterno-cleido-  ^^  extracts  made  by  Professor  Otto,   of 

mastoideus  on  one  side  of  tiie  neck,  to  the  Copenhagen,  fW)m  the  Official  Reports  sent 

same  situation  on  the  other,  and  from  above  gent  to  the  College  of  Health. 

downwards  from  the  submental  region  to  the 

upper  paries  of  the  steipum.  The  treat-  ^^  .  ,«»»»^,^,<r,  ^^««^«.«,,^^t  ti 
nl^Jbnsisted  in  tiie  exhibition  of  burnt  "  ^  TRADING  CORPORATION." 
sponge,  ointment  of  the  hydriodate  of  potash,  _  ,,^^ 

tincture  of  iodine,  and  afterwards  puncturing 

the  tumor.  Great  advantage  waa  derived  7h  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
from  these  measures.  gm^ 

*  Abridged  ftom  an  article  by  M  Michel  L6vy,  ^y  attention  has  long  been  directed  to  tiia 

in  Che  Gasetu  Mid^Mh  of  February  0,  IMI.  all-absorbing  topic  of  **  Medical  Reform," 


4«  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

and  I  have  been  much  struck  by  obeendng       THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

in  nearly  all  the  oommnnications  on  that 

subject,  the  yUst  meed  of  praise  that  is  given 

to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  for  t>ie  gra-         tq  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

dual,  cautions,  but  consistent  mode  in  which 

they  have  advanced  the  education  of  tiie  °^^i 

medical  student,    and   thereby  Fsised  the     I  havs  seen  a  document  in  which  it  is  pro- 


character  of, tiie  apothecary  or  general  practi-  posed  that  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
taoncr ;  yet  with  all  this  praise  there  is  nni-  of  London  shall  admit  indiscriminately  to 
formly  mixed  up  the  dreadful  charge  of  their  their  license,  without  examination,  but  on 
being  a  trading  corporation,  and  the  disgrace  payment  of  *' fees,"  the  medical  graduates 
that  is  incurred  by  the  profession  in  hav-  of  the  British  Universities  at  large,  being 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  education  and  exami-  twenty-six  years  of  age.  Now,  conceding  as 
nation  of  the  apothecary  entrusted  to  a  I  do,  that  there  might  be  reasons  for  the 
*'  trading  body."  Now  any  indifferent  per-  admission  of  practitioners  of  known  character 
son  hearing  this  accusation  would  be  led  to  and  professional  skill,  without  being  '*  put 
suppose  that  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  through  the  mill,''  I  beg  leave  to  remark  as 
was  composed  of  a  set  of  petty  dealers,  and  to  the  sweeping  measure  proposed : — 
that  the  apothecary  himself  was  a  person  too  1st,  That  if  practitioners  of  immoral,  un- 
dignified to  sell  or  buy  anything.  I  have  professional,  or  even  unknown  characters,  or 
carefully  examined  the  list  of  the  members  imperfectly  qualified,  be  contained  among 
of  the  Society,  and  find  among  them  names  the  class  of  persons  contemplated,  a  voucher 
of  men  not  altogether  unknown  to  science,  from  a  college,  constituted  for  such  purposes 
and  some  indeed  even  distinguished  in  several  as  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and 
departments  of  medical  knowledge.  But  in  formed  of  members  acting  on  oath,  that 
thu  highly  aristrocatic  country,  I  am  well  such  practitioners  are  trustworthy,  would, 
aware  that  the  imputation  of  **  trading"  is  to  say  the  least,  be  a  most  monstrous  pro- 
most  offensive ;  yet  it  appears  to  me  rather  ceeding. 

strange  that  the   Society  of  Apothecaries  2dly,  That  if  there  has  been  such  a  strict 

should  be  reproached  for  doing  that  in  their  performance  of  duty  in  the  medical  depart- 

coUective  capacity,  which  eadb  apothecary  meut  of  the  English  and  Scotch  universities, 

individually  is  anxious  to  do ;  for  I  conceive  as  to  render  their  existing  degrees  sufficient 

that  as  soon   as   the  tyro  has  passed  his  passports  to  the  license  of  the  College  of 

examination,  he  is  most  anxious  to  dispose  Physicians,    without    further   examination, 

of  as    much  rhubarb  and  jalap  as  he  can  and  to  public  confidence,  there  can  be  no 

persuade  the  public  to  swallow.  use  in  the  College  as  a  controlling  authority. 

I  am  old  enough  to  recollect  the  first  agi-  Far  less  would  the  legislature  be  justified  in 

tation  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act  in  1814  :  at  increasing  its  powers,  or  extending  its  juris- 

that  time  it  was  first  offered  to  the  College  diction,  as  recommended.     Such  a  measure 

of  Physicians,  but  they  declined  to  have  any  might  benefit  the  College  and  its  new  licen- 

connection  with  the  administration  of  an  Act  tiates,  but  it  would  not  be  serviceable  to  the 

to  regulate  the  education  of  the  apothecary,  public,  or  just  towards  future  graduates  of 

conceiving  that  beneath   their  dignity ;  in  the  immaculate  universities  in  England  and 

like  manner  the  College  of  Surgeons  repu-  Scotland. 

diated  the  measure,   being,   as  they  said.  The   advocates    of   this   (what  they  are 

the  *' conservators  of  pure  surgery;"  but  pleasedtoterm)" reform, "must choose, then, 

now  that  the  Society,  by  their  judicious  re-  between  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.    Iftheafter- 

gttlations  and  strict  examinations,  have  created  mentioned  universities  have  failed  in  their 

a  body  of  many  thousands  of  efficient  prac-  duty,  would  a  college,  vouching  on  oath  for 

titioners,  the  members  of  the  two  learned  its  due  performance  heretofore,  be  the  most 

Colleges  can  boldly  assert,  or  slyly  insinuate,  eligible  institution  to  entrust  with  new  and 

that  it  is  degrading  to  entrust  the  education  extensive  powers  ?     If,  on  the  other  hand, 

and  examination  of  the  medical  practitioner  the  universities  have  acted  well,  why  distrust 

to  a  '*  trading  body."      It  is  a  cry  that  has  them  hereafter,  or  do  any  thing  but  give 

bsen  raised  by  some  interested  individuals,  them  full  scope  ? 

and  to  serve  their  own  purposes,  and  is  taken  There  is  no  analogy,  in  the  Apothecaries' 

op  and  echoed  by  those  who  never  allow  Act  of  1815,  for  the  plan.     The  act  saved 

themselves  to  think  upon  any  subject,  but  existing  rights,  but  gave  no  one  what  he  had 

fallow  servilely  the  track  that  others  have  not  before,  or  any  thing  but  mere  immunity, 

made.  Existing    practitioners    were    enabled,     as 

Giles  Jalap.  previously  to  the  act,  to  practise  without 

March  24, 1841.  incurring  further  penalty  ;   but  they  were 

not  palmed  on    the  public  as   licentiates 

of  the  Apothecaries'  Company.     If,  then, 
there  are  to   be  new  penal  powete,   es- 
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empt   existing   practitioners  from  the  In-  ooonr  to  the  minds  of  two  IndiTidualfl  ("  hut* 

flnence  of  such ;  but  do  not  bay  their  co-  hear  him  again :  he  hopes  that  Mr.  Foulkes, 

operation  by  giving  them  a  false  name.  and  every  other  man  who  takes  the  trouble 

I  am,  sir,  to  invent  instruments,   will  allow  what  he 

Your  obedient  servant,  (the  Doctor)  is  ^now  labouring  so  hard  to 

A  Fbopessor  in  the  School  or  establish,  **  that  J  did  invent  the  said  instru- 

Physic  in  Ireland.  ment  about  the  year  1822.'' 

Dublin.  M«rch  1841,  I    am    not    going    to    assert    that    Dr. 

Buchanan    did    not    invent    a    compound 

ANSWER    TO    DR.    BUCHANAN'S  catheter  in  that  year :  but  I  am  bound  to 

LETTER  ON  HIS  COMPOUND  "^1  .^^^'•®  ?^  ^^  P^*?«  the  re«>rd  of  his 

_,  useful  mvention?  m  the  medical  or  other 

CATHETER.  public  journals  ?     No ;  but,  as  he  tells  us 

in   his  letter  in  your  last  Gazette,  in  hit 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^ote  Book ;"  and  this,  forsooth,  not  in  the 

Sib,  year  1622,  but  in  1831,  when  he  got  one  of 

I  WAS  not  a  little  surprised  on  reading  in  the  instruments  constructed, 
the  last  number  of  your  publication  a  letter         Now,    with    all    due    deference    to    the 

from  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Glasgow,  in  which  Doctor,    I   think,   sir,  if  he  really  had  in- 

that  gentleman  boldly  claims  the  honour  of  vented  an  instrument  possessing  any  of  those 

inventing  twenty  long  years  since  the  im-  qualities  which  would  relieve  Ids  fellow  men 

proved  catheter  whi(£  I  introduced  to  the  labouring  under  the  direful  effects  of  stric- 

notice  of  the  profession  in  your  journal  of  ture,  he  should  not  have  been  so  selfish  as  to 

the  22d  of  January  last.  withhold  it  for  years  from  the  profession  ; 

Now,  after  allowing  the  Doctor  all  the  but  have  acted  with  the  same  candour  as 

honour  justly  due  to  his  age  and  experience  myself,  and  the  moment  he  proved  its  utility 

from  one  so  young  in  the  profession  as  my-  given   publicity  to   it.      Trusting  you  will 

self,  I  feel  bound  to  set  the  public  right,  insert  this  explanatory  letter, 
and  to  show   them   that  I  never  saw  the  I  remain,  sir. 

Doctor's  instrument,  or  heard  of  it  from  any  Yours  most  respectfully, 

**catheter.maker,"  who  "called  upon  bim  John  Croxton  Foulkbs. 

from  England."     The  design  originated  in  7,  Great  Homer  Street,  Liverpool, 
my   own  mind  a  few   months  ago,  when  March  16th,  1841. 

witnessing  the  agony  which  patients  endured ^ 

from  the  delay  arising  from  the  use  of  the  LONDON  DISPENSARY, 

common  catheter.       The  Doctor  says   my 

instrument  is  in  all  essential  respects  identi-  case  of  chronic  lartnoitis,  with  per- 
cal  with  his  own  ;  this  I  beg  leave  to  affirm  tussis,  in  a  patient  ^bt.  49. 

is  not  the  case ;  and  to  prove  this,  I  entreat  

r?u .  '^*"'  ^  "^^^""^  ^^  drawings  of         j^  ^^^  ^^.^^^  ^  ^^^  3^^^.^^,  g^^^^^^ 
both  mstruments. 

Dr.  Buchanan,  in  laying  claim  to  my  in-  Sir, 
vention,  displays  a  vast  deal  of  erudition,  The  peculiarity  of  the  following  case  con- 
and  clearly  diows  that  he  has  travelled  much  sists  in  the  occurrence  of  a  distinct  and  pro- 
farther  north  than  I,  who  have  never  visited  longed  crowing  noise,  the  whoop  of  whooping- 
Sootland.    The  Doctor  allows  that  <'it  is  cough,  in  a  patient  aged  forty-nine,  during 
quite  possible  that  the  same  principle  may  violent  paroxysms  of  coughing.     So  great 
occur  to  the  minds  of  two  different  indivi-  was  the  resemblance,  in  the  present  instance, 
duals  without  any  communication ;"    and  to  whooping-cough  in  a  child,  that  one  of 
continues  still  smoothing  me  over  by  allow-  the  medical  officers  of  the  dispensary,  who 
ing  that  the  instrument  wiU  prove  "  a  highly  heard  the  cough  from  another  room,  thought 
useful  one  "      All  this  is  done  merely  with  I  was  prescribing  for  a  child  affected  with 
a  view  of  attempting  to  gull  the  public  into  whooping-cough,  instead  of  an  adult, 
a  belief  that  nothing  good  or  useful  in  medi-  Your  obedient  servant^ 
cal  science  can  be  invented  out  of  the  pre-  C.  J.  C.  Alois,  M.D. 
cincts  of  Edinburgh  or  GUsgow.      That  the                      Physician  to  the  London  Dispensary^ 
Doctor  is  attempting  to  make  this  impression  "» Old  Burlington  Street, 
ujlon  your  readers  is  self-evident;  but  like           *_*'*^'^  *'  ^®**- 

many  of  his  boasting  forerunners  of  Scotia,         Elizabeth    A.,    set.    forty-nine,    widow, 

he  mil  only  excite  the  risible  faculties  of  all  housekeeper.     Admitted    Feb.    25,    1841. 

men  of   sense,    whilst    **  out  of  his  own  Pulse  72 ;   skin  natural ;   tongue  very  red  at 

mouth"  he  condemns  himself  and  shows  his  the  edges  and  tip,  furred  at  the  base;  bowels 

motive.     Hear  the  learned  Doctor  :  **  itia  regular;  urine  f^ ;  catamenia  regular, 
quite  possible  that  the  some  principle  may        Hoarseness  of  the  voice,  which  is  some- 
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Co  «  whisper;  occanonally 
■muds  are  prodaoed ;  slight  teodnr- 
nesB  aboQt  the  buynx.  States  that  she  is 
sabjeet  to  Tiok&t  paroiyaiiis  of  coagh,  "  like 
the  hoop  Ol  a  child,  only  loader."  Tightness 
of  the  cheat,  and  very  scanty  expectoration. 
Hie  "  hoop"  produces  Tomiting  if  it  com- 
menoes  after  taking  food.  Is  not  troubled 
hy  the  cough  at  night ;  sleeps  pretty  well. 
Hfemoptjsis  on  Monday  last,  when  she  ex- 
pectorated adessert-spoonful  of  dark-coloured 
blood.  There  is  dolness  on  percussion  at 
the  upper  part  of  both  sides  of  the  chest. 

Ailing  twelve  months.  The  present  hoarse- 
ness since  Tuesday  week,  but  is  subject  to  it 
*'e?ery  cold  she  takes,"  as  weU  as  the 
"  whoop."  Has  lost  much  flesh.  Has  taken 
"  cough  pills  and  opening  medicine." 

Having  heard  the  paroxysm  of  coughing, 
I  am  able  Uf  state  that  it  consists  of  a  suc- 
cession of  expirations,  interrupted  occasion- 
ally by  loud  whooping,  until  the  patient  is 
nearly  exhausted. 

Applic.  Emp.  Canthar.  summo  stemo. 
|L  Hydrarg.  Chlorid.  gr.  j. ;  Pulv.  And- 

mon.  gr.  ij.  omni  mane  ad  tres  vices. 
P>  Vini  Ipecac.  IT^xv. ;  Sodae  Sesquicarb. 

38S. ;  Tinct.  Opii,  ni  v. ;   Mist.  Cam- 

phorae,  f.  3  j.  6ti8  horis. 
P>  Mist.  Cathart.  eras  et  p.  r.  n. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Mk.  Richabdson,  the  eminent  medical 
practitioner  of  Harrogate,  having,  after  the 
arduous  aervioes  of  fifty  years,  resigned  his 
practice  to  Dr.  Kennion,  it  was  lately  re- 
solved, at  a  meeting  of  his  fHends,  to  com- 
mence a  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Richardson  in  the 
Harrogate  Bath  Hospital,  from  which  por- 
trait an  engraving  is  to  be  taken  for  the 
individual  gratification  of  the  subscribers. 
Mr.  Richardson's  numerous  medical  friends 
throughout  the  country  will  learn  with  plea- 
sure that  the  subscription  amounts  to  about 
^200;  each  subtcrtption  being  limited  to 
two  guineas. 

—        ■  -      I  _ 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OV  OSMTLBMKN  WHO  AAVB  BBCXIVED 
CKUTinCATBS. 

Thurtday,  March  18,  1841. 
D.  9.  Moore,  London.— O.  J.  Bady,  Atberston, 
Warwiclcskire.  —  W.  A.  Msiben,   Brighton.  — 
O    Oaskoin,    London.  — O.  Wilkinson,  Man- 
chester. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Mr.  Skey's  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Ve- 
nereal Disnse. 

Mr.  Lay's  *'  Chinese  as  they  are." 

Dr.  Kane's  Elements  of  Chemistry,  Part  2. 


Dr.  James  Amott's  Treatise  on  Stricture 
of  the  Urethra,  containing  an  Account  of 
improved  Metiiods  of  Treatment,  &c. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS, 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  13th  March  1841. 

Small  Pox  47 

Measles   9 

Scarlatina   ii 

Hooping  Congh. . « a 

Croup 12 

Tbrasb    3 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  0 

Cnolera    ,  0 

Infiaenza 39 

Typhus    ai 

Rrysinelas  6 

SyiAuis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  ^nses . .  157 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration   814 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 97 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion    TJ 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  fcc 8 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy    0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 9 

Rbeamatism s 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer   I 

Fistula 1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat  197 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 114 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     94 

Causes  not  specified    4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 1049 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAl*. 

Kepiat^DUOsrov.Latihtdebl'*  37'32"  iNT. 
Longitude  0«  3'  51"  W,  qf  Greenwich. 


Mvrch, 

TflBRMOMBTBa 

BAUOMBTSn. 

Wednesday  17 

from  as  to  56 

80-50  to  30-56 

Thursday  .  18 

38      66 

30*41       90-57 

Friday    .  .  10 

38      53 

39*57      99*67 

Satarday  .  90 

37      SO 

90-65      90-55 

Sunday  .  .  91 

39      58 

9956      90*50 

Monday.  .  99 

47      57 

30*88       90-46 

Tuesday    .  93 

87      57 

30*73      9094 

Wind.  Sooth  on  the  17th,  and  two  fbUowinr 
days;  S.B.  on  the 90th ;  South ob the 91st-,  S.W. 
on  the  92nd,  and  foltowlnr  day. 

On  the  17th,  morning  cloudy,  with  rain,  other- 
wise clear.  The  18th,  morning  overcast,  with 
small  nUn,  otherwise  clear.  The  10th,  jreoerally 
clear,  exce^  the  mominfr,  when  rain  fell.  The 
90th,  rooming;  clear,  otherwise  overcast,  raining 
frequently  durlnr  the  afternoon  and  evening*. 
The  91st,  freoersUy  ckmdy.  The  99Dd,  nomine 
cloudy,  with  rain,  otherwise  clear.  Ihe  93rd, 
generally  clear. 

Rain  nllen,  *395  or  an  inch. 

Charles  Henrt  Adams.  ~ 
W1L8ON  ft  OttiLVT,  57>  Skinner  Street,  London* 
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LECTUEBS  aeroni  fluid  in  such  cuei ;  we  find  tbe  blad* 

der  inflamed;  and,  often,  aloogfaing  of  the 

^'**"*  integymente  and  muscles  of  tbe  nates  and 

PRINCIPLES   AND   PRACTICE    OF      hips.    A    similar   interruption   below    the 

PHYSIC,  dorsal  TertebrB  is  not  meettmrUy  fatal,  eren 

when  it  is  attended  with  permanent  para- 
Delioertd  ai  Kiu^**  Collegej  London,         lysis :  but  it  tumaUy  is  so,  sooner  or  later. 
ii-.li-  Wa^/iw  I'   ^   commonly  beliered    that    disease 

UT  UR.  WATSON.  .ffecting  the  antenor  columns  only  of  the 

cord,  will  be  likely  to  disturb,  or  ia  suspend, 

LscTumB  XXVin.  ****  poiwer  ^vohmiary  motion  in  the  corre- 

sponding parts ;  to  produce  tjpaam  or  poZiy : 
h^lammdiory  tmd  stmetmral  diteate*  qf  th9    ^nd   that   disease    effecting    the  pdterior 
tpmal  cord,  eonHnuod,     Trtatmeni.  columns  alone  will  be  likely  to  alter  or 

ApopUxy,  It9  general  tymptonu  and  dioff'  abolish  the  >tof/fy^#«Ma/tOfi  in  the  oorre- 
no&ie.  Different  JormM  qf  the  attack,  spending  .parts;  to  cause  patn,  tingling, 
PrediepoeUioH  to  apopUtey— natural,  and  numinut,  or  compkto  amtethotin.  But  I 
aeeidental.    Precunorg  eyn^tome.  y^^^  mentioned  certain  hcts  which  contra- 

Allow  me  to  repeat  that  the  structural  dis-  vene  this  opinion.  Suspend  your  judgment 
eases  of  the  spinal  cord  will  most  clearly  respecting  it.  Neither  the  minute  anatomy 
reveal  tfaemselyea,  by  their  symptoms,  to  him  nor  the  physiology  belonging  to  the  question 
who  most  distinctly  perceiTes,  and  moet  are  yet  condusiYcly  settled, 
accurately  bears  in  mind,  the  phytiology  of  There  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  dis- 
that  part  of  the  nervous  system.  But  to  the  esse  fleeting  ^e  lateral  half  only  of  tiie 
best  informed,  and  the  most  sagacious,  they  cord  will  be  likely  to  derange  both  the  sensi- 
are  too  frequently  obscure  and  perplexing.  bility  and  the  power  of  movement,  in  the 
Disease  occupying  a  portion  only  of  the  corresponding  parts  on  the  mme  ndo  qf  Me 
oord,  but  affecting  the  whole  thicknese  of    body  abme. 

that  portion,  from  centre  to  circumference.  If  you  impress  upon  your  recollection  the 
will  be  likely  to  disturb,  or  suspend,  the  fecta  thus  summarily  stated,  you  will  find  in 
ftmctions  of  .sensation  and  voluntary  motion  them,  I  think,  a  key  to  many  of  the  ph«- 
in  all  the  parts  supplied  with  motor  or  sen-  nomena  which  accompany,  and  denote,  more 
tient  nerves  by  that  portion  of  the  cord,  and  or  less  plainly,  disease  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
by  the  portion  beyond  it.  So  that  a  great  Inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the 
variety  of  symptoms  depend,  when  the  spine  Ib  most  apt  to  declare  itself  by  pain, 
amount  of  disease  is  the  same,  upon  the  increased  on  motion,  of  the  spine  and  of  the 
place  of  the  disease.  A  total  interruption  of  limbs ;  and  by  rigidity  and  spatm  of  the 
tbe  conducting  function  of  the  cord,  in  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  back.  Inflammation 
neck,  above  the  origin  of  the  phrenic  nerves,-  of  the  cord  itself,  which  readily  passes  into, 
extinguishes  life  by  stopping  the  actions  of  or  rather  produces,  softening  of  its  substance, 
respiration.  A  similar  interruption  in  the  is  most  commonly  marked,  first,  with  convul- 
oervical  part  of  the  cord,  above  the  origin  of  sive  movements  of  some  parts  of  the  body ; 
the  interoostals,  but  below  the  origin  of  the  secondly,  by  palsy  of  those  parts,  with  or 
phrenic  nerves,  destroys  life  as  certainly,  but  without  anaesthesia.  The  same  may  be  said 
not  so  rapidly,  nor  in  exactly  the  same  man-  of  euppuraiion  when  it  occurs  as  an  event  of 
ner.    We  find  the  lungs  loaded  with  frothy    inflammation ;  and  the  pus  may  be  collected 
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into  an  abscess  in  the  nerroas  matter  of  the  trithont  fever  or  what  is  called  reaction ;  and 
cord,  or  it  may  be  diffused  and  mixed  with  that  the  locality,  and  extent,  and  effects  of 
softening.  the  paralysis,  will  vary  according  to  the  part 

Now  I  need  not  dwell  npon  the  treatment    of  the  cord  in  which  these  changes  oceor, 
proper  to  be  adopted  in  inflammation  of  the    and  the  depth  to  which  they  affect  it. 
■pinal.  cord  and  its  membranes.     Mutatis 

mutandu,  it  is  the  treatment  already  recom-  Apoplexy, — I  proceed,  in  the  next  place, 
mended  in  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  to  a  perfectly  distinct  class  of  diseases  of  the 
membranes.  When  the  inflammation  is  acate,  brain  and  spinal  cord ;  to  the  apoplectic  affec- 
we  most  take  blood  freely;  from  the  arm,  tions:  and  especially  to  cerebral  haemor- 
or  by  cupping  glasses  along  the  sides  of  the  rhage,  and  spinal  haemorrhage, 
apine.  Blood  enough  may  be  taken  by  cnp-  When  a  person  falls  down  suddenly,  and 
piog  along  this  tract  to  produce  the  effect  lies  without  sense  or  motion,  except  that  his 
of  general  bleeding  as  well  as  of  local,  pulse  goes  on  beating,  and  his  breathing 
Perfect  rest  in  the  horizontal  posture  must  continues,  he  is  said  to  have  been  attacked 
be  strictly  enjoined.  Mercury  will  generally  with  apoplexy.  He  appears  to  be  in  a  deep 
be  proper.  sleep ;  but  this  is  not  all,  for  you  cannot 

In  more  chronic  forms  of  inflammation    awaken  him  by  the  same  measures  which 
within  the  spinal  canal,  we  stUl  have  a  capital    would  rouse  a  healthy  man.     He  is  not  in  a 
remedy  in  cupping :  and  counter-irritation     state  of  syncope,  for  his  pulse  beats,  perhaps 
in   various  ways,  but  more   especially  by    with  unnatural  force;   and  often  his  face, 
means  of  issues  made  on  one  or  both  sides  of    instead  of  being  pale,  is  flushed  and  turgid ; 
the  spinous  ridge,  is  also,  in  many  cases,  of    and  his  respiration  goes  oq,  though  it  may 
most  essential  and  unquestionable  service.         be  laboured  and  stertorous.      What  I  now 
Great  care  must  be  taken,  when  there  is     denominate  apoplexy,  is  the  very  same  state 
palsy  of  the  bladder,  not  only  (as  I  admo-     which    has   so    frequently    been  mentioned 
nished  you'  in  the  last  lecture)  that  the  urine     already  in  these  lectures :  it  is  ctmui  occur- 
be  regularly  drawn  off,  but  also  that  the    ring  suddenly,  or  coming  on  (at  least)  with 
patient  be  kept  dry  and  clean:  for  if  great    rapidity.     What  is  coma?  it  is  that  condi* 
attention  be  not  paid  to  this  point,  sores  will    tion  in  which  the  functions  of  animal  life 
form  where  the  urine  remains  in  contact  with     are  suspended,  with  the  exception  of  the 
the  skin,  to  the  great  increase  of  his  suffering    mixed  function  of  respiration ;    while  the 
and  of  his  danger.     Indeed,  take  what  pains     functions  of  organic  life,  and  especially  of 
we  may,  there  is  always  a  strong  disposition    the  circulation,  continue  in  action,    lliere  is 
to  the  formation  of  sloughs  upon  the  sacrum     neither  thought,  nor  the  power  of  voluntary 
and  hips  in  cases  of  parapl^ia.    They  result     motion,  nor  sensation.     But  the  pulmonary 
from  the  perpetual  pressure  made  upon  those     branches  of  the  par  vagum  continue  to  excite, 
projecting  points;  from  the  feeble  state  of  the     through  the   medulla  oblongata,  the  invo- 
drculation  in  the  palsied  parts ;  and  (often)     luntary  movements  of  the  thorax.      When 
from  the  irritation  of  the  urine  and  feces,     this  upper  part  of  the  cranio-spinal  axis 
which  are  passed  without  the  patient^s  con-     becomes   involved  in  the  disease,   and  its 
tciousness.  reflex   power  ceases,   the  breathing  ceases 

When  the  patient  is  kept  clean  and  dry,  also,  and  the  patient  is  presently  dead, 
and  the  surfaces  on  which  the  weight  of  his  It  is  a  common  question — ^how  would  you 
body  has  been  supported  begin  to  be  red  or  distinguish  apoplexy  from  the  effects  of  a 
angry,  you  may  protect  them  by  a  plaster :  narcotic  poison  ?  If  you  were  summoned  to 
or  by  rubbing  them  with  brandy  you  may  a  person  in  the  state  I  have  been  describing, 
sometimes  prevent  the  skin  from  breaking :  how  could  you  tell  whether  he  was  affected 
or,  what  is  best  of  all,  you  may  put  your  with  apoplexy,  or  labouring  under  the  in- 
patient upon  one  of  Dr.  Amott's  hydrostatic  fluence  of  a  large  dose  of  opium,  or  merely 
beds ;  and  then  the  pressure  will  be  equally  dead-drunk  ?  Why,  so  far  as  the  condition 
distrU>uted  over  all  that  portion  of  the  body  of  the  cerebral  functions  is  concerned,  yon 
which  comes  in  contact  with  the  waterproof  cannot  discriminate  the  one  from  the  other, 
material  of  the  bed.  In  each  case  there  is  profound  coma ;  but 

To  bring  this  outline  of  the  diseased  states  the  cause  of  the  coma  is  different  in  each, 
of  tiie  spinal  cord  up  to  that  point  in  which  and  you  must  seek  to  ascertain  that  cause  in 
we  left  those  of  the  encephalon,  I  may  state  the  history  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
that,  like  the  brain,  the  spinal  marrow  may  patient :  you  enquire  whether  he  is  known  to 
become  hardened  by  chronic  inflammation;  have  been  drinking,  you  try  whether  you  can 
and,  like  the  brain,  it  may  be  encroached  perceive  the  odour  of  spirits,  or  of  wine^  in 
upon  by  tumors ;  fibrous,  scrofulous,  or  ma-  his  breath;  or  you  endeavour  to  make  out 
lignaat.  Withrespecttothese,  allthat  I  can  whether  he  has  been  low-spirited,  or  in 
BOW  say  likely  to  be  of  any  practical  benefit  known  difficulties ;  in  short,  whether  it  is 
to  you,  is  that  the  symptoms  they  occasion  likely  that  he  may  have  swallowed  poi- 
are  those    of  slowly    increasing    paralysis,     son.    But  from  the  actual  condition  of  his 
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sensorial  ftmctions,  yoa  cannot  solve  the  inflioted  upon  his  patient,  had  he  butily 

qiuestion.  applied,  in  this  case,  the  ordinary  remedies 

Yet  let  me  say,  thns  in  the  outset  of  our  of  apoplexy, 

remarks  upon  apoplexy,  that  it  is  often  of  The  state  of  coma,  such  as  I  have  described 

great  importance  that  the  diagnosis  should  as  being  characteristic  of  apoplexy,  may  ter- 

be  determined.     A  man  was  found  lying  in  minate  in  one  of  three  ways.     It  msf  cease, 

Smithfield  in  a  state  of  total  insensibility,  more  or  less  rapidly,  and  leave  the  patient  in 

except  that  he  still  breathed.  He  was  carried  perfect  health.     What  is  the  exact  condition 

into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  house-  of  the  encephalon  during  the  continuance  of 

surgeon  thought  he  smelt  the  smell  of  gin  in  the  coma,  in  such  cases,  no  one  can  positively 

his  mouth ;   and   thereupon   very  properly  tell.  But  the  occurrence  of  temporary  coma, 

made  use  of  the  stomach-pump:  by  means  of  under  the  influence  of  a  narcotic  poison,  and 

it  he  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  ardent  tlie  perfect  disappearance  of  the  coma  as  the 

spirit ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  effects  of  the  drug  pass  off,  teach  us  that  the 

the  man  revived,  shook  bis  ears,  and  walked  functions  of  the  brain  may  be  almost  totally 

off.     If  the  gin  had  been  suffered  to  remain  suspended  for  a  time  by  causes  which  do  not 

in  his  stomach,  and  if  the  remedies  of  apo-  injure  its  texture.     It  is  possible  that  the 

plexy  had  been  vigorously  put  in  force,  the  coma  may  depend  upon  that  presumed  dis- 

absorption  of  the  poison  would  have  been  turbance  of  the  balance  of  the  arterial  and 

thereby  accelerated ;  and  the  debauch  would  venous  circulation  within  the  cranium,  which 

probably  have  had  a  fatal  termination.     The  I  spoke  of  in  a  former  lecture.     It  may  be 

same  remarks  apply  still  more  urgently  to  the  that  the  force  and  rapidity  of  the  circulation 

case  in  which  opium,  or  any  other  strong  UGur-  in  the  cerebral  vessels  undergo  some  great 

cotic  poison,  is  lying  in  the  stomach.     Even  alteration.     It  is  still  more  probable  (to  my 

when  there  is  no  great  danger,  either  in  the  mind)   that  a  temporary  stress   upon  the 

person's  state,  or  in  the  remedies  used  for  it,  cerebral  blood-vessels  (produced  by  a  deter- 

it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  or  creditable  thing  mination  of  blood  towards  the  head,  through 

to  make  a  false  point  of  ^is  kind.     If  we  do  the  arteries,  or  by  a  detention  of  blood  in 

err,  however,  we  had  better  err  on  the  safe  the  obstructed  veins)   may   really  exercise 

side.   The  father  of  the  late  Professor  James  pressure  enough  to  cause  transient  coma. 

Gregory,  of  Edinburgh  (who  used  to  relate  Bat  these  are  mere  conjectures, 

the  case  in  his  lectures)  was  once  called  out  In  the  second  place,  the  apoplectic  coma 

very  late  in  the  evening  to  visit  an  old  gen-  may  terminate,   more  or  less   quickly,   in 

tleman  of  that  place.     He  found  him  in  a  death.   And  on  examining  the  brain  we  may 

completely    comatose    condition ;    his  wife  find  a  large  quantity  of  extravasated  blood ; 

crying,  and  his  household  all  plunged  in  or  a  considerable  effusion  of  serous  fluid  in 

grief  and  distress.     They  told  him  that  the  its  ventricles,  or  beneath  the  arachnoid ;  or 

patient,  whom  he  now  saw  in  a  fit,  had  come  we  may  detect  no  deviation  whatever  from 

home,  and  upon  the  servant's  opening  the  the  healthy  structure  and  natural  appearance 

door  to  him,  had  fallen  into  the  passage,  on  of  the  organ.     The  congestive  pressure  (if  it 

his  back,  in  a  state  of  insensibility.     Dr.  indeed  existed)   has  left  no   prints   of  its 

Gr^pory  learned,  however,  that  he  had  been  action. 

at  the  "  Club,"  and  he  knew  well  enough  The    last    is    comparatively    rare.      Dr. 

that  this  Club  was  composed  of  jovial  spirits,  Abercrombie    has   given    to    this  form   of 

fond  of  their  cups ;  although  the  gentleman's  apoplexy,  which  destroys  life,  but  leaves  no 

wife  did  not  know  as  much.     Therefore  he  traces  behind  it,  the  name  of  Mtn/^/e  apoplexy, 

ventured  to  express  his  '*  hopes"  to  the  wife  And  this  name,  for  its  convenience,  I  shall 

that  her  husband  was  drunk :  a  charitable  retain.     Of  the  other  two  kinds  of  quickly 

view  of  the  case,  at  which  she  was  extremely  fatal  apoplexy,  that  in  which  blood  is  found 

affronted  and  indignant.  He  persisted,  how-  extravasated  is  more  common  than  that  in 

ever»  in  his  opinion,  and  not  long  afterwards  which  there  is  effusion  of  serum  only.     The 

the  patient  began  to  recover  his  senses.     It  one  has  been  called  sanguineous  apoplexy;  a 

turned    out    that    he  had   partaken   more  better  term   is   cerebral  htemorrhage:  the 

liberally  than  the  rest  of  the  Club,  and  was  other  has  been  called  serous  apoplexy, 

the  first  to  be  drunk.    Two  of  his  com-  Thirdly,  the  apoplectic  coma  may  term!- 

panions  carried  him  home  quite  incapable  of  nate  in  partial  or  imperfect  recovery.     One, 

motion :     but  not  liking  to  introduce  him  or  all,  of  the  cerebral  functions  may  be  left 

themselves 'to  his  wife  in  that  predicament,  impaired ;   the  mind  enfeebled ;  the  power 

they  placed  him  with  his  back  against  the  of  motion  limited,  or  lost,  in  some  parts  of 

door,  rang  the  bell,  and  walked  away.     Of  the  frame;  the  faculty  of  sensation  benumbed 

coarse  when  the  servant  came  to  open  the  or  extinguished :  the  unhappy  subject  of  the 

door,  his  master  tumbled  senseless  on  the  attack  remaining  more  or  less  crippled  in 

floor.     I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  ridi-  body,  and  more  or  less  maimed  in  intellect, 

cnle  which  the  physician  would  have  brought  In  these  cases,  when  at  length  we  have  an 

upon  himself,  and  the  damage  he  might  have  opportunity  of  examining  the  brain  ^  we  al« 
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most  always  find  that  there  has  been  extra-  nerer  rises  agahi.    In  some  instances  para- 

▼asation  of  blood,  to  a  small  or  moderate  lysis  of  one  side  occurs;  but  perhaps  more 

extent.    I  say  almost  always,  because  I  hare  often,  there  is  no  palsy  observed, 

myself,  in  more  than  one  instance,  carefully  The  disease,  when  it  comes  on  in  this  way, 

looked  for  such  appearances,  after  such  a  is  much  more  uniform,  and  of  much  worse 

series  of  symptoms,  without  finding  them,  omen,  than  when  it  commences  after  the 

OocasionaUy,  instead  of  a  clot  of  blood,  we  former  fashion.     It  is  of  great  use  to  know 

meet  with  circumscribed  softening  of  the  this;  foe  to  an  unexperienced  eye  the  cases  do 

brain.  not  »eem  so  terrible  as  those  in  which  the 

Moda  qf  atfaek. — ^Ilie  a//aeit  of  apoplexy  patient  becomes  profoundly  comatose  firom 

does  not  always  occur  in  the  same  manner :  the  yery  first.    The  apparent  amendment  is 

and  Dr.  Abercrombie  has  pointed  out  three  fiadlacious,  and  apt  to  lead  one  into  giving  a 

■ereral  ways  in  which  it  is  apt  to  come  on.  fisilse  prognosis.     Very  few  persons  come 

I  am  confident,  from  the  result  of  my  own  out  of  the  coma,  and  a  large  quantity  of 

observation,  that  the  distinctions  laid  down  blood  is  usually  found  extravasated  in  the 

by  Dr.  Abercrombie  are  just  and  true  ;  and  bndn.    These  cases  are  not,  as  Dr.  Aber- 

it  is  of  importance  that  yon  should  be  aware  crombie  well  observes,  apoplectic  in  the  ont> 

of  them.    "  In  tbeflnt  form  of  the  attack,  set.    They  differ  remarkably  from  the  first 

the  patient  fidla  down  suddenly,  deprived  of  set  of  cases.     If  there  be  at  the  very  begin* 

sense  and  motion,  and  lies  like  a  person  in  a  ning  some  loss  of  sense  or  motion,  it  goes 

deep  sleep ;   his  &ce  generally  flushed,  his  off  again  in  a  very  few  minutes,  or  perhaps  in 

breathing  stertorous,  his  pulse  lull  and  not  a  few  seconds :  the  prominent  symptom,  at 

frequent,  sometimes  below  the  natural  stand-  the  commencement,  is  sudden  and  violent 

ard.     In  some  of  these  cases  convulsions  pain  of  the  head,  with  fiuntness,  sickness^ 

occur ;  in  others  rigidity  and  contraction  of  and  often  with  vomiting.  The  pain  continues, 

the  muscles  of  the  limbs,  s6metimes  on  one  and  is  sometimes  confined  to  one  side  of  the 

lide  only.  head ;  the  hce  is  pale  and  ghastly,  the  pulse 

Now  of  persons  seen  in  this  condition,  weak,  and  ottea  frequent  or  irr^fnlar ;  but 
the  immediate  prognosis  is  tincer/etii.  Some  the  patient  is  quite  conscious,  and  in  full 
die  in  a  short  time,  and  much  blood  is  found  possession  of  his  intellect.  At  length  he 
extravasated  within  the  cranium.  Some  die  recovers  his  natural  temperature,  his  conn- 
after  a  rather  longer  interval,  and  then  we  tenance  improves,  and  the  pulse  becomes 
often  find  serous  effusion  only,  and  that  of  stronger  and  steadier :  then  his  fade  gets 
DO  great  amount.  And  in  some  that  die  flushed,  hcfeels  oppressed,  answers  questioBa 
early,  no  effusion  either  of  blood  or  of  serum  slowly,  and  at  last  sinks  into  stupor  and 
can  be  detected.  Some  recover  altogether,  fatal  coma.  The  period  between  the  first 
without  any  ill  effect  of  the  attack  remaining,  attack  and  the  commencement  of  the  ooma 
Others  recover  from  the  coma,  but  are  left  is  variable.  Sometimes  the  stupor  succeeds 
paralytic  of  one  side,  and  with  some  imper«  the  pain  and  faintness  so  rapidly,  that  the 
fection  of  speech,  or  of  one  or  more  of  the  case  comes  greatly  to  resemble  those  ia 
tenses.  And  this  panlysis  and  imperfection  which  coma  is  the  first  symptom,  and  takes 
may  disappear  in  a  few  days,  or  gradually  plaee  suddenly ;  but  still  a  short  period  of 
subside,  or  remain  for  life.  sense,   commonly  with  complaint  of  great 

In  the  second  form  of  attack,  the  coma  is  pain,  may  be  observed.    But  the  interval 

not    the   earliest    symptom.    The    disease  may  be  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  many  hours, 

generally  begins  wiUi  a  sudden  attack  of  or  even  two  or  three  days.     "  Upon  inspec- 

pain  in  the  head.    The  patient  becomes  tion,"  says  Dr.  Abercrombie,  "we  find  none 

pale,  faint,  and  sick,  and  usually  vomits ;  of  those  varieties  and  ambiguities,  which  oc- 

and  sometimes,  but  not  always,  falls  down  cur  in  the  apoplectic  cases,  but  uniform  and 

in  a  state  of  syncope,  or  resembling  syncope,  extensive  extravasation  of  blood.     [I  should 

with  a  bloodless  and  cold  skin,  and  a  feeble  state  that  he  calls  the  first  class  of  cases 

pulse.    This  also  is  occasionally  acoompa-  opqp/ec/tc  cases,  the  coma  being  present  from 

nied  by  some  dqgree  of  convulsion.    Some-  the  first :   and  the  second  daiu,  which  we 

times  he  does  not  fidl  down,  the  sudden  are  now  considering,  he  calls  cases  notpri^ 

attack  of  pain  bdng  accompanied  only  by  mtarilff  tqfopltctie.'}    The  symptoms  in  this 

slight  and  transient  confusion.     In  either  form  of  attack  depend,  no  doubt,  upon  the 

ease  he  commonly  recovers  in  a  short  time  giving  way  of  some  one  of  the  cerebral  vessels. 

from  these  symptoms,  and  is  quite  sensible.  At  the  moment  when  the  vessel  is  ruptured, 

and  able  to  walk  ;  but  the  headache  does  a  shock  is  given  to  the  brain ;  a  temporary 

not  leave  khn :     after  a  certain  interval,  derangement  of  its  fbnctions  occurs ;   bnt 

wUdft  may  vary  from  a  f^  minntes  to  seve-  this  passes  off.    Tlie  circulation  then  goes 

nd  lKmn»sad  Dr.  Abererombie  records  on  as  before,  until  sudi  a  quantity  of  blood 

oases  in  which  it  was  even  much  longer —  has  'escaped  from  the  ruptured  vessel  as  is 

the  patient  becomes  heary,  fbrgetful,  inco-  sufficient  to  produce  coma.  There  is  no  part 

herent,  and  sinks  into  corns,  firom  which  he  of  Dr.  Aberorombie's  book  more  adminble 
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and  dMiiy  put  than  tl»t  whicli  U  ooeapled  only.  Or  some  other Tohiiitary  nraaoletare 
widi  these  important  distmctioiMY  whidi  I  tho  fint  to  lose  their  power, 
give  you  yery  much  in  his  own  words.  He  Now  the  appearances  on  dissection  after 
points  out  the  dose  analogy  which  ezisti  death,  in  cases  that  have  thns  commenced 
between  this  variety  of  apoplezy,  and  the  (Dr.  Abererombie  oalls  them  the  class  of 
resoltof  external  injuries,  lAwn  they  occasion  paralytic  cases)  are,  as  in  the  apopleetie 
eztraTasation  of  blood  on  the  sorftoe  of  the  oases,  inconstant.  Much  the  most  com- 
brain«  The  hart  person  recoyers  from  the  mon  of  all — according  to  my  own  expe- 
immediate  effects  of  the  accident,  walkshome  rience — is  the  extrayasation  of  blood,  to 
perhaps,  and  after  some  time  becomes  stu-  a  moderate  or  small  amount,  and  definite 
pid,  and  at  last  comatose.  The  surgeon  extent,  in  the  substance  of  the  brain.  But 
trephines  the  skull,  anddiscoyers  blood  upon  sometimes  nothing  is  found  upon  dissection 
the  dura  mater ;  and  the  blood  being  removed,  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  or  slight  se- 
the  coma  goes  off.  We  cannot  help  our  pa-  rous  eliusion  only,  llie  same  symptomt 
tienta  by  a  similar  expedient ;  though  the  attend  some  cases  of  softening  of  the  brain 
opinion  has  been  broached  that  trepanning  also ;  or  inflammation  and  its  consequences, 
the  skull  will,  at  someftiture  period,  be  a  com-  In  a  yast  majority  of  cases,  I  repeat,  this 
mon  practice  in  apoplexy.  Dr.  Abererombie  sudden  hemiplegia  marks  an  attack  of  cere- 
conjectures  that  after  the  rupture  has  taken  bral  haemorrhage. 

place,  the  hemorrhage  is  sometimes  stopped        You  will  not  find  that  all  eases  of  apo- 

by  the  formation  of  a  clot  at  the  orifice  in  plexy  commence  exactly  in  the  one  or  the 

^e  yessel,  but  at  length  the  blood  bursts  out  other  of  the  three  ways  which  I  haye  been 

again,  and  prores  fiital.     He  relates  two  describing.  Butmostattacksrangethemselyes 

cases  in  which  this  probably  happened;  in  in  one  of  these  classes,  and  by  attending  to 

one  of  them  an  inteiral  of  three  days,  and  in  the  points  of  distinction,  I  make  no  doubt 

the  other  an  interyal  of  a  fortnight,  elapsed  that  you  will  often  derive  much  assistance 

between  the  first  attack,  andthesuperventioa  from  them  in  regard  to  diagnosis  and  prog- 

of  coma.    The  portions  of  blood  extraya-  nosis ;  and  that  the  distinctions  themselyes 

sated  at  the  distinct  periods  may  sometimes  will  give  a  higher  interest  to  your  study  of 

be  distinguished  by  their  aj^pearanoe — their  this  complaint,  than  it  would  possess  if  all 

colour  and  consistence.  the  forms  of  attack  were  lumpol  together  in 

The  third  form  of  attaok  is  characterized  one  common  description, 
by  sudden  loss  of  power  on  one  side  of  the        Predispontion, — In  treating  of  this  laige 

TOdy,  and  frequently    by   loss  of  speech,  8ubject,this  multiform  disease,&e  main  points 

frithout  loss  of  consciousness ;  or  at  most  will  best  be  made  intelligible  by  my  break- 

with  a  very  temporary  suspension  of  con-  ing  what  I  have  to  say  into  separate  heads, 

aciousness.    The  patient  is  sensible,  listens  I  have  told  you  the  different  ways  in  which 

to  and  comprehends   your  questions,  and  the  disease  may  make  its  assault.     I  will 

answers  them  as  well  as  he  is  able,  either  by  next  say  something  of  the  persons  who  are 

words,  which  in  most  esses  he  articulates  most  liable,  eaterii  pariiiu,  to  attacks  of 

imperfectly,  or  by  gestures.     The  farther  apoplexy :  and  afterwards  of  the  83rmptoms 

progress  of  the  cases  that  commence  in  this  which  in  many  cases,  though  not  in  all,  pre- 

way   is   marked    by   considerable  variety,  cede  the  seizure,  and  lead  us  to  fear  that 

Sometimes  the  hemiplegia  passes  gradually  it  may  be  impending.    It  is  of  great  impor- 

in  a  short  time  into  apoplexy.     Sometimes  tance  to  attend  to  these  threatenings ;  for, 

the  patient  soon  gets  weU,  the  palsy  leaving  as  you  will  readily  conceive,  the  chief  good 

ham  entirely.     Or  a  gradual  recovery  takes  that  medicine  can  do  in  such  cases,  is  in 

place,  whic^  is  not  complete  for  some  weeks  the  way  of  prevention.     After  the  attack 

or  months.    Or  the  patient  recovers  up  to  a  has  taken  place,  the  effect  of  our  treatment 

eertain  point,  and  there  the  improvement  must  be  very  uncertain.     A  large  effbsion  of 

stops ;  he  regains  the  power  of  moving  his  blood  upon  the  brain  will  be  fatal  in  spite  of 

leg,  but  it  drags  somewhat  after  him;  or  us:  and  a  smaller  amount  of  extravasation 

11^  leg  recovers,  but  the  arm  remains  feeble,  we  cannot  remove;  and  the  best  that  the 

or  his  speech  continues  to  be  inarticulate,  patient  can  expect  in  too  many  cases,  is  long 

And  in  another  variety  of  this  form  the  pa-  continued  or  permanent  palsy,  a  weakening 

tient  neither  recovers  on  the  one  hand,  nor  of  the  mental  powers,  and  sometimes  a  state 

becomes  apoplectic  on  the  other,  but  is  nearly  approaching  to  idiotcy.    Also,  when 

confined  to  his  bed,  paralytic,  and  perhaps  once  an  apoplectic  fit  has  happened,  it  is  the 

speechless,  but  in  possession  of  his  faculties  nAre  likdy,  on  that  very  account,  to  happen 

in  other  respects,  and  diesat  last  worn  out  and  again.      Aese  are  quite  sufficient  reasons^ 

exhausted,  some  weeks,  or  months  it  may  why  we  should  not  neglect  the  warning*  $ 

be,^after  the  attack.     In  the  outset  of  these  the  symptoms  which  are  apt  to  precede  and 


there  is  not  always  complete  hemiple-     herald  the  attack  of  apoplocy. 
gia,  sometimes  the  arm  only   is    affected.         The  classes  of  persons  in  whom,  emttrit 
•ometiunes  (but  much  more  rarely)  the  kg    paribui,  attacks  of  apoplexy  are  espedallyto 
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be  apprehended,  are  those  whose  anee9ior$  that  the  disposition  to  cerebral  hsmorrbage 

have  suffered  the  same  disease ;  those  who  decreases  after  the  age  of  70  t  which  would 

possess  a  particular  conformation  ^f  body ;  be  a  most  unaccountable  thing,  and  quite 

and,  aboTo  all,  those  who  have  reached  a  inconsistent  with  wliat  I  believe  to  be  the 

certain  period  of  life.    No  doubt  apoplexy  true  pathology  of  the  disease.     But  I  make 

may  and  does  occur  in  persons  whose  pro-  no  doubt  that  the  difference  in  the  actual 

genitors  have  escaped  it ;  in  persons  of  every  njimbers  observed  in  these  two  decennial 

conceivable  conformation ;  and  in  persons  of  periods  depended  upon  the  number  of  per- 

all  ages.    But  it  is  much  moreftrequent  in  the  sons  alive,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  ages  of 

classes  I  have  specified,  than  it  is  among  60  and  70  respectively.     There  are  always 

persons  not  comprehended  in  those  classes.  more  persons  Uving  whose  age  ranges  from 

The  first  and  second  class  sometimes  con-  60  to  70,  than  from  70  to  80 ;  and  Sierefore 

cur,  t.  e.  a  particular  conformation  of  the  more  persons  die  of  apoplexy  in  the  former 

body  is  transmitted  from  parent  to  child,  period.     In  all  probability,  if  the  exact  truth 

and  with  it  is  transmitted  a  proclivity  to  could  be  ascertained,  of  a  given  number  of 

apoplectic  disease.     But  even  when  there  is  persons,  there  are  more  attacked  with  apo- 

nothing  peculiar  in  their  bodily  form,  or  in  plexy  between  70  and  80  than  between  60 

their  habits  of  life,  practical  men  of  large  and  70. 

experience  declare  that  they  who  come  of  an  All  these  three  kinds  of  predisposition  are 

apoplectic  stock  are  themselves  more  than  beyond  our  power.    We  cannot  eradicate 

ordinarily  liable  to  apoplexy.  the  hereditary  tendency ;    nor  remodel  the 

The  pattern  of  body  which  is  most  prone  plan  upon  which  the  body  is  constructed; 

to  apoplexy  is  denoted  by  a  large  head  and  nor  arrest,  or  put  back,  the  clockwork  of 

red  face,  shortness  and    thickness    of  the  human  life :  but  we  may  guard  and  caution 

neck,  and  a  short,  stout,  squat  build.     This  persons,  thus  predisposed  by  nature  towarda 

remark  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  apoplexy,    against    many    of    its    exciting 

However,  apoplexy  is  common  enough  in  men  causes. 

and  women  who  are  thin,  and  pale,  and  tall.  A  strong  predispoeitiou  to  apoplexy  is, 

Cteteris  paribus t  corpulent  people  are  more  moreover,  engendered  by  certain  other  dis- 

««.in  danger  of  apoplexy  than  spare  people;  eased  conditions;    and  over  some  of  these 

but  it  attacks  both  the  one  and  the  other.  conditions   our  art  enables  us  to  exercise 

Advanced  life  is  certainly  a  very,  strong  more  or  less  control, 

predisposing  cause.     And  the  reason  of  this  Disease  of  the  cerebral  blood-vessels  is  e 

will  be  apparent  when  we  come  to  enquire  very  common  and  a  very  pregnant  circum- 

moreparticularlyintothe  morbid  appearances  stance  of  predisposition.     I  shall  revert  to 

presented  after  death  by  apoplexy.      The  this  when  I  describe  more  particularly  the 

disease  begins  to  be  common  liter  50  :  but  anatomical  characters  of  cerebral  hsmor- 

it  does  sometimes  occur  even  in  young  chil-  rhage. 

dren.  I  am  speaking  principally  of  that  form  Diseases  of  the  chest  influence  very  mate- 

of  apoplexy   which  depends  upon  cerebral  rially  and  injuriously  the  circulation  in  the 

bsemorrhage,  which  is  by  far  the  most  fre-  head.     Without  going  into  detail  respecting 

quent  of  aU  its  forms.  complaints  with  which  I  am  obliged  to  sup- 

Of  sixty-three  examples  of  cerebral  haemor-  pose  that  you  are  as  yet  unacquainted,  I  may 

rhage  collected,  and  carefully  examined  by  state,  by  anticipation,  that  impediments  to  the 

Rochoux,    (who   has  written  a  very  good  free  transmission  of  blood  through  the  heart 

treatise  on  this  affection),  two  only  hap-  and  lungs  constitute  the  mode  in    which 

pened  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30 ;  eight  thoracic  disorders  predispose   to  apoplexy, 

between  30  and  40 ;  seven  betwen  40  and  The  plethora  capitis  produced  by  such  fan- 

50  ;  ten  between  50  and  60 ;  twenty-three  pediments  is  frequently  visible  in  the  tui^d 

(or  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole)  be-  and   livid   features,   and  in    the  distended 

tween  60  and  70 ;  twelve  between  70  and  jugular  veins. 

80 ;  and  one  between  80  and  90.     To  ana-  A  very  remarkable  disease  of  the  kidneys, 

lyze  this  table  a  little  farther :  it  appears  of  which  also  I  must  postpone  any  particular 

that  of  the  63  cases  seventeen  only  took  place  account,  renders  the  systeni  nnusually  liable 

before  50 ;  forty-six  after  that  age.     There  to  apoplectic  affections.     I  mentioned  this 

are  also  twice  as  many  victims  to  the  disease  renal  disease  when  speaking  of  the  general 

between  the  ages  of  60  and  70,  as  between  pathology  of  dropsy.     It  is  connected,  on 

70  and  80.     And  from   this  fact  Rochoux  the  one  hand,  with  a  morbid  state  of  the 

has  drawn,  I  conceive,  an  erroneous  con-  urine,  which  contains  albumen,  and  is  defi- 

dnsion ;    and  I  mention  it  that,  in  case  his  cient  in  urea ;   and,  on  the  other,  with  e 

treatise  ftlls  in  your  way,  yon  may  not  be  morbid  state  of  the  blood,  which  circulates 

led  by  it  into  what  I  imagine  would  be  a  unpnrified  from  the  latter  excrementitious 

mistake.    There  being  23  cases  between  the  substance. 

ages  of  60  snd  70,  and  only  12  between  the  The  cessation  of  habitual  discharges,  of  the 

ages  of  70  and  80,  Rochoux  infers  from  this  catamcnia,  of  bleeding  piles :    he  drying  ap 
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«f  old  sores ;  the  hesling  of  kmg  established  of  paralysis.     He  reoorered,  however,  and 

issues  andsetons;  all  have  an  nnqnesticmable  from  that  period,  under  the  advice  of  his 

tendency,  by  cansing  or  aagmenting  plethora,  friend,  Dr.  Blaclc,  became  a  strict  Pytha- 

€o  generate  a  predisposition  to  apoplexy.  gorean    in    his    diet,    eating   nothing    but. 

And  large  observation   of  the  habits  of  vegetables,  and  drinldng  only  water  or  milk. 

tiioee  who  fail  victims  to  this  terrible  malady.  He  got  rid  of  every  paralytic  symptom,  be- 

lewes  no  room  for  doubting  that  intemper*  came  even  robust  and  muscular  for  a  man  of 

anee  often  paves  the  way  for  its  invasion,  his  time  of  life,  and  died  in  full  possession  of 

Hat  continued  abuse  of  ardent  spirita,  in  par*  his  mental  faculties  at  the  advanced  age  of 

ticular,  lays  the  foundation  of  many  of  those  ninety-three ;  upwards  of  thirty  years  after 

morbid  conditions  of  the  sanguiferous  system,  his  first  attack.     Sir  Walter  Scott  describes 

and  of  die  viscera,  which  constitute  the  pre-  him  as  having  been,  "  long  after  his  eightieth 

disposition  we  sre  now  considering.  year,  one  of  the  most  striking  old  men  it  was 

Prteuraory  wwmmgn, — ^Among  the  pre^  possible  to  look  at.  His  firm  step  and 
fNOfnlory  symptoms,  headache  is  of  frequent  ruddy  cheek  contrasted  agreeably  and  unez- 
occuiTence :  but  the  same  symptom  is  abun*  pectedly  with  his  silver  locks ;  and  the  dress 
dantly  common  in  persons  who  are  in  no  which  be  usually  wore,  much  resembling  that 
danger  of  apoplexy :  it  derives  its  minatory  of  the  Flemish  peasant,  gave  an  air  of  pecu- 
chamcter  from  the  concurrent  circumstances,  liarity  to  his  whole  figure.  In  his  conver- 
Headaehes  awaken  our  fears  when  they  begin  sation,  the  mixture  of  original  thinking  with 
Co  be  troublesome  in  advanced  life.  They  high  moral  feeling  and  extensive  learning, 
are,  then,  still  more  formidable  if  they  are  his  love  of  country,  contempt  of  luxury,  and 
accompanied  by  vertigo  ;  or,  without  any  especially  the  strong  subjection  of  his  pas- 
other  evidence  of  gastric  derangement,  by  sions  and  feelings  to  the  dominion  of  his 
nausea  and  retching.  Sometimes,  as  I  just  reason,  made  him,  perhaps,  the  most  strik- 
now  Cold  you,  severe  headache  ushers  in,  ing  example  of  the  Stoic  philosopher  which 
and  almost  forms  a  part  of,  the  apoplectic  could  be  seen  in  modem  days.*'  * 
attack.  This  anecdote,  which  I  have  made  use  of 

Vertigo  itself,  even  without  headache,  is  a  as  a  wrapper  for  some  medical  instruction, 

very  common  precursor  or  warning  of  an  vrill  not  be  the  less  acceptable  to  you  when  I 

approaching  seizure.     It  is  sometimes  slight  add  that   the  remarkable  man  to  whom  it 

and  transient ;    sometimes  almost  habitual,  relates  was  the  great  uncle  of  my  friend  and 

Although  vertigo  may  depend  upon  other  present  colleague  in  this  school,  Dr.  Robert 

causes  than  mischief  within  tiie  head,  we  cannot  Ferguson. 

regard  it  without  apprehension  when  it  often  Very  frequently  slight  and  partial  paralysis 

occun  in  old  persons.     It  should  teach  us  to  is  the  forerunner  of  an  attack  of  apoplexy, 

obviate  as  entirely  as  we  can  all  the  known  Double  vision  is  one  form  in  which  such 

exciting  causes  of  apoplexy.     The  principal  limited  palsy  is  apt  to  shew  itself.     It  is 

of  these  I  shall  by>and-by  describe  to  you.  evidently  connected  with  some  degree  of 

Transient  deafness,  or  transient  blindness,  squinting ;  t.  e.  some  one  or  more  of  the 
bHndness  or  deafness  for  a  few  seconds  or  muscles  that  move  the  eyeball  are  paralyzed ; 
minutes,  is  another  of  these  warning  symp-  the  person  cannot  direct  each  eye  to  the  same 
toms.  The  late  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Edinburgh,  object  at  the  same  time.  Tins  is  a  very 
nsed  always  to  mention  in  his  lectures  the  suspicious  symptom.  Dr.  Gregory  was  ac- 
case  of  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  the  celebrated  quainted  with  a  sportsman  who  one  day, 
historian,  as  affording  one  of  the  strongest  when  out  shooting,  disputed  with  his  game- 
illustrations  he  ever  met  with  of  the  benefit  keeper  as  to  the  number  of  dogs  they  had  in 
that  may  be  derived  from  timely  attention  to  the  field.  He  asked  how  he  came  to  bring 
the  avoidance  of  those  circumstanoes  which  so  many  as  eight  dogs  with  him.  The  ser- 
tend  to  produce  plethora  and  apoplexy.  It  vant  assured  him  there  were  but  four  ;  and 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  striking  case  of  the  then  the  gentleman  became  at  once  aware  of 
kind  on  record.  Dr.  Ferguson  experienced  his  situation,  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode 
several  attacks  of  temporary  blindness  some  home.  He  had  not  been  long  in  the  house 
time  before  he  had  a  stroke  of  palsy  ;  and  he  when  he  was  attacked  with  apoplexy,  and 
did  not  take  these  hints   so   readily  as  he  died. 

should  have  done.  He  observed  that  while  Sometimes  the  slight  and  local  paralysis 
be  was  delivering  a  lecture,  his  class,  and  the  shews  itself  in  a  faultering  or  inarticulate 
papers  before  Mm,  would  disappear,  vanish  mode  of  speaking.  The  rapidity  of  the 
from  bis  sight,  and  reappear  again  in  a  few  movements  of  the  tongue  requisite  for  dis- 
seconds.  He  was  a  man  of  fiill  habil ;  at  tinct  utterance  is  so  great,  that  the  slightest 
one  time  corpulent  and  very  ruddy,  and,  weakness  of  any  one  of  its  muscles  is  ren- 
thongfa  by  no  means  intemperate,  he  lived  dered  obvious.  We  see  this  in  one  very 
fully.  I  Bay  he  did  not  attend  to  these  ad-  common  form  of  what  may  in  truth  be  con- 
monitions;  and  at  length,  in  the  sixtieth  sidered  a  kind  of  apoplexy ;  viz.  in  dmnken- 
year  of  his  life,  he  suffered  a  decided  shock  ness.     In  many  persons  die  very  first  tymp- 
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torn  of  tiielr  beoomfaig  intoiicated  k  their  erents  which  ftron^y  eidte  the  curiontf « 

inabifity  to  ipeak  phi^y.     "  CUpping  the  and  rivet  the  attentum  of  the  boy,  becomd 

King's  SagUdi"  ia  the  dang  ezprefsian  for  familiar  to  the  man,  and  he  gives  them  but 

it ;   and  the  same  thing  often  takes  place  little  noticBi  and  is  very  apt  to  foi^t  them. 

in  respect  to  the  more  proper  forma  of  Bat  the  loss  of  memory  that  threatens  apo- 

apopkzy.  P^y  u  somethmg  more  than  this.    It  ia 

It  is  a  ciirioiis  ciicomstance,  by  the  way,  sometimes  partial,  and«itends  to  certain  seta 
and  one  which  is  analogous  to  what  we  meet  of  things  <mly.  For  eiamplei  some  persona 
witii  in  diseaae,  that  different  sets  of  muscles  entirely  iorget  certain  words,  while  they  re- 
are  chiefly  affected  by  intoxication  in  different  collect  othns  perfectl|Fir  Common  words  are 
persons  ;  the  same  sets  hemg  always  tiie  first  often  thus  foigotten,  while  unusual  or  re- 
affected  in  the  same  persons.  Thus  some  markable  words  are  remembered:  or  a 
persons  who  are  drunk  lose  (as  I  have  just  wrong  word  is  chosen.  One  word  is  used 
stated)  the  proper  command  over  the  mus-  for  another  that  sounds  something  like  it. 
cles  of  the  tongue,  and  faulter  in  speech,  Thus  one  of  my  patients,  meaning  to  accuse 
while  they  can  walk  very  well :  others  reel  a  certain  individual  of  perjury  t  always  called 
and  stagger,  having  lost,  in  a  greater  or  less  it  purging  s  and  many  other  words  he 
difpree,  the  power  of  moving  and  governing  changed  after  the  same  fashion.  But  in 
their  limbs,  and  of  balancing  themselves,  tmth  the  modifications  of  a  partial  loss  of 
who  yet  can  speak  quite  fluently  and  die-  memory  that  have  been  known  to  precede 
tinctly  $  and  in  a  few  cases,  drunken  persons  apoplexy  are  both  odd  and  endless :  some 
become  delirious,  who  still  retain  the  power  people  forget  their  own  names,  or  the  naraea 
of  distinct  articulation,  and  of  directing  their  of  their  children.  Dr.  Gregory,  who  had 
steps  aright.  This  being  so,  we  need  the  paid  particular  attention  to  these  precursory 
less  wonder  at  the  variety  in  the  nature  of  symptoms,  and  who  had  a  large  practice  for 
the  warnings  that  precede  the  apoplectic  a  great  number  of  years  to  furnish  them, 
attack.  used  to  mention  a  case  of  this  kind.    After 

In  many  eases  there  is  numbness  or  de-  some  efforts  his  patient  could  recal  to  hia 
bHity,  or  tot^l  palsy  of  one  limb,  or  of  a  recollection  what  his  christian  name  was, 
angle  finger,  or  even  of  a  solitary  muscle,  as  but  he  could  not  think  of  his  surname. 
of  the  levator  palpebr».  The  patient  can-  About  twelve  months  after  his  memory  began 
■ot  grasp  your  hand  with  firmness,  or  sign  to  fail  in  this  strange  manner  he  was  found 
Us  name  in  his  usual  way,  or  pick  up  a  pin,  dead  in  his  bed.  Another  gentleman  for 
or  snuff  a  candle,  or. manage  an  obstinate  some  time  before  his  death  could  never  re- 
button,  or  tie  a  knot  in  a  &read  deverly :  collect  the  name  of  the  street  in  which  he 
or,  perhaps,  one  of  hia  eyelids  droops,  tod  lived.      Upon  one  occasion  of  his  visiting 


the  eye  is  half  closed.    Sometimes,  on  the  Edinburgh,  he  called  on  Dr.  Gregory,  and 

contrary,  the  patient  stares  at  you,  fright-  partook  of  a  hearty  breakfiut,  having  for- 

Ihlly,  with  one  eye,  which  he  cannot  shut.  gotten  that  he  had  breakfasted  before  he 

llie  numbness  also  assumes  various  cha-  came  out.    On  the  same  day  he  attended, 

racters,  according  to  its  place  and  degree,  with  Dr.  Gregory,  the  funeral  of  a  young 

One  patient  will  teU  yon  that  he  feels  as  if  lady  who  had  bean  his  ward ;  the  fUneral 

one  limb  was  always  muffled  in  flannd ;  took  place  in  the  country ;  and  when  they 

another,  that  he  ia  uncertain  whether,  in  returned  together  in  the  carriage,  the  doctor 

walking,  hia  fioot  has  reached  the  ground  or  found  that  his  friend  had  forgotten  all  that 

not.    Chie  gentleman,  since  dead  of  apoplexy,  he  had  been  doing.    Next  day  he  met  him 

assured  me  that,  when  seated,  he  did  not  in  the  street,  and  saluted  him  with  all  the 

know  how  far  Ids  breech  extended  beyond  kindness  of   an  old  acquaintance  at  first 

the  edge  of  the  diair.  meeting ;  saying  he  was  luqppy  to  have  fellen 

All  these  symptoms  are  modifications  of  in  with  him  now  that  he  waa  in  town,  and 

tiie  function  ii  voluntary  motion ;  or  of  the  totally  foigetfiil  of  their  former  interviews. 
fimction  of  eensation.     Nor  are  manifepta-        Connected  with  this  failure  of  memory, 

tions  wanting,  among  these  precursory  cir-  there  is  often  an  unnatural  degree  of  drow- 

cunstsnoes,  of  a  derangement  of  the  other  sineas.      Sometimes,  without  any  other  af- 

and  nobler  function,  of  which  the  brain  and  fection  of  the  memory,  there  is  a  temporary 

nervous  system  form  the  material  instrument,  conlfhsion  or  suspension  of  thought :  the  pa- 

I  mean  the  ftinction  of  thought.  tient  suddenly  loses  the  train  of  ideas  in 

Thm  one  very  deplorable  wuning  is  the  which  his  mind  had  been  occupied ;  stops 

kiss  of  memorg.     Ail  persons,  I  bdeve,  as  short  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  and  endea- 

thcy  grow  older,  fin4  that  they  do  not  retain  vours  in  vain  to  recover  the  broken  thread 

ao  tenaciously  in   their  recollection  things  of  hia  discourse. 

which  have  recently  occurred,  as  things  whidi        Among  the  mental  conditions  that  bespeak 

happened   when  they  were  young.      This  atendencytoapoplecticdisease,  I  have  several 

depends  upon  the  degree  of  attention  which  times  noticed  a  strange  and  vague  dread,  of 

we  pay  to  different   circumstances.    Those  which' the  person  can  give  no  reasonable  ex- 
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pbmatiaii;  a  Beaaeof  appralieiiBioB  and  inse-  liigUy  developed  apparatus  wbich  is  pecs^ 

catitf  not  acoonnted  for  by  the  apparent  Iiw  to  Man,  we  find  a  most  gradnal  series 

state  of  his  general  powers  and  (mictions ;  of  transitions,  in  which  no  link  is  wanting. 

•  painful  degree  of  indecision  and  irritability ;  The  second  of  the  conditions  above  alluded 

with  a  dislike  and  fear  of  being  left  alone,  to,  is  one  whidi  giyes  additional  force  to  the 

One  patient  of  mine  described  Ins   **  ner-  remark  first  made.     In  tbe  Invertebrata,  we 

▼onsness"  of  this  kind,  by  telling  me  that  in  do  not  find  any  special  adaptation  of  the 

descending  a  staircase,  especially  a  winding  organs  of  support  for  the  protection  of  the 

one,  he  was  obliged  to  tnm  ronnd,  and  come  nervous  system.     It  is  either  inclosed,  with 

doim  backwards,  as  one  descends  a  ladder ;  the  other  soft  parts  of  the  body,  in  one 

or  even  to  sit  down,  and  so  slip,  stair  by  genersl  hard  tegumentary  envelope,  as  in 

stair,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.     Yet  with  the  Eohinodermata  and  ArticuUta ;  or  it  re- 

the  assurance  given  him  by  a  friend's  arm,  oeives  a  still  more  imperfect  protection,  as 

or  by  a  convenient  bannister,  he  could  walk  in  the  MoUnsca.     In  the  latter,  the  naked 

down  stairs  without  difficulty.     He  had  no  species  are  destitute  of  any  means  of  passive 

actual  vertigo.  resistsnce,  and  the  nervous  system  shares 

I  say,  all  these,  and  many  other  signs  that  the  general  exposed  condition  of  the  whole 

indicate  a  disposition  to  apoplexy,  are  well  body ;  and  it  is  not  a  litte  remarkable  that, 

worth  your  study ;  because  a  knowledge  of  in  the  testaceous  kinds,  the  portion  of  the 

them  may  enable  you  to    ward    off   the  body  oontuning  the  nervous  centres  should 

threatened  attack,  by  medicine,  by  regimen,  be  protruded  beyond  the  shell,  whilst  the 

and  by  admonition  to  the  patient  on  the  principal    viscera    are  retained    within  it. 

subject  of  such  exciting  causes  of  the  disease  Now,  in  the  Vertebrate,  we  find  a  special 

as  are  within  his  own  control.     They  show  and  complex  bony  apparatus,  adapted  in  the 

that,  even  before  the  stroke  descends,  there  is  most  perfect  mszmer  for  the  protection  of  the 

some  morbid  process  goingon widiin  the  head,  nervous  system ;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  the  pos- 

. session  of  a  jointed  spinal  column  which  is 

T  KPTiiRRA  characteristic  of  the  group.     Here,  there- 

fore,  we  exchange  the  external  skeleton, 

ON  THK  formed  by  the  condensation  of  the  integu- 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  ment— ^e  dermo-ekeletmt—iGr  the  internal 

SYSTKM  structure  composed  of  true  bone,  and  thus  a 

part  of  the  living  tissues,  which  may  be 

Bt  W.  B.  Cabpsntba,  M.D.  termed  the  nettro-sAe/e/on.    The  cranium 

Lectorer  on  Fhyriology  in  the  Bristol  Medical  itself  may  be  regarded  as  only  an  assem- 

School.  blage  of  vertebrae,  possessing  the  same  oon- 

—  stituent  parts  as  liiose  of  the  back,  but  hav- 

LxcTUBB  rV.  ^  those  parts  developed  in  a  different  pro- 

^,-    .  .  portion.      This    idea,    which,    when    first 

JVereont  Syetem  ef  Vertebraia.  propounded,  was  received  with  great  ridi- 

Whbk  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  ner-  cule,  is  now  entertained  by  all  philosophic 

vous  system  of  the  Vertebrated  classes,  we  anatomists ;  and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  it  in 

are  immediately  struck  by  two  remarkable  view,  when  we  speak  of  the  arrangement  of 

differences  which   its    condition    presents,  nerves  proceeding  from  the  shdl.     It  is  not 

fWym  that  under  wluch  we  have  seen  it  to  in  the  highly  developed  cranium  of  Man 

exist  in  the  Invertebrsta.     In  the  latter  it  that  we  must  look  for  its  Teriftcation  ;  but 

has  seemed  but  a  mere  appendage  to  the  in  the  lower  forms  of  that  structure,  snch  as 

rest  of  the  organism,— a  mechanism  super-  those  presented  by  Fishes  and  Reptiles.  * 

added  fbr  dw  purpose  of  bringing  its  vm«  Although  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general 

lious  parts  into  more  advantageous  relation,  proposition  that  no  neun-^keMon  exists  in 

On  the  other  hsnd,  in  the  Vertebrata  the  the  Invertebrata,  and  that  a  jointed  verte- 

whole  structure  appears  subservient  to  it,  bral  column  is  characteristio  of  the  Verte- 

and  designed  but  to  carry  its  purposes  into  brated  ciasses,  some  exceptions    must  be 


operation,     lliis  is  more  evident  in  the  admitted,  which  occur  on  each  side,  and  go 

higher  classes  of  tins  group  than  in  the  to  establirii  the  connection  between  these 

lower ;  these  last  bordering,  as  we  shall  pre-  divisions  of  the  animal  kingdom.    Thus,  in 

sently  see,  upon  tbe  dsnes  bdow.     But  some  Crustacea,  we  find  &e  nervous  cord, 

this  gradual  weakening  of  the  typical  oha-  which  runs  along  the  ventral*  aspect  of  the 

rscter  is  common  to  th  natural  groups,  and  body,  enclosed  in  a  complete  ring,  formed 

indeed  marks  them  to  be  such  ;   since  no  by  two  projectkms  from  the  external  shdl ; 

group  can  be  regarded  as  complete,  which — 

does  not  contain  aberrani  forms,  by  which  *  In  all  the  ArtlcalaU,  the  veninl  asMCt  of 

it  i,  oonn«t«l  WW.  tt»  gnmp.  m  »«r«t  ^£|-L1SSr?ft.'rpS?e^b"3Sri^S 

proximity  with  it.     Between  the  simple  ner-  of^the  ambilicoi,  and  the  ge»«»i  irverwd  posi- 

vous  system  of  die  lowest  Fishes,  and  the  tion  of  the  viscera. 
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these  pan  inwardi,  and  meet  on  the  median  which  these  supply  are  placed  in  immediate 

line.     ETcn  where  the  nng  is  not  completCi  proximity  with  the  entrance  to  the  aHmen- 

these  two  projections  frequently  exist,  and  tary  canal,  and  hold  the  same  rdation  to  it 

are  evidently  the  rudiments  of  it.     A^ain,  as  in  the  Molluscs.   But  in  addition  to  these, 

in  the  Cephalopoda,  a  cartilaginous  envelope  we  find  two  ganglionic  masses  in  all  Verte- 

surronnds  the  nervous  centres ;  and  this  is  hrata,  to  which  we  have  no  distinct  analogue 

but  little  inferior  in  organization  to  the-sim-  in  the  lower  classes — ^the  cerebral  ganglia, 

plest  form  which  the  neuro-skeleton  pre-  and  the  cerebellum.     With  the  development 

sents  in  the  Cydostome  Fishes.    Thus,  in  of  the  former  of  these,  the  perfection  of  the 

the  Myxine,  there  is  no  jointed  vertebral  reasoning  powers  appears  to  hold  a  close 

column,  but  only  a  continuous  tube  of  soft  relation  ;  that -of  the  latter  seems  connected 

cartilage,  exhibiting  scarcely  a  trace  of  divi«  with  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  ad^ 

sion  into  rings,  on  the  outside  of  which  the  justment  and  combination  of  the  locomotive 

spinal  cord  runs.     This    tube    contains  a  powers,   when  the  variety   of   movements 

gelatinous  substance,  resembling  that  which  is  performed  by  the  animal  is  great,  and  the 

included  in  the  intervertebral  bodies  in  higher  harmony  required  among  them  is  more  per- 

Fishes ;  so  that  it  may  be  regarded  in  the  feet.     Upon  this  latter  point,  however,  much 

light  of  a  continuous  intervertebral  substance,  doubt  still  exists. 

In  the  Lamprey,  there  is  a  more  distinct  The  visceral  system  of  nerves  now  sssumea 
division  into  rings,  but  still  the  canal  is  a  more  distinct  form.  .  It  does  not  share  the 
continuous  through  all ;  and  it  is  not  until  protection  of  the  spinal  column ;  but  its 
we  advance  much  higher,  that  the  division  ganglia  lie  for  the  most  part  in  the  general 
becomes  complete  between  the  solid  bodies  cavity  of  the  trunk.  Microscopic  examina- 
of  the  vertebne,  and  the  capsules  of  inver-  tion  of  the  structure  of  the  visceral  nerves 
tebral  substance  which  separate  them.  and  ganglia  exhibits  a  considerable  differ- 
When  we  look  more  particularly  at  the  enoe  in  their  character  from  that  of  the 
nervous  centres  themselves,  we  perceive  that  cerebro-spinal  system ;  as  was  stated  in  the 
they  combine  the  general  characters  of  those  first  lecture. 

of  the  Articulata  with  those  of  the  Mol-  The  connections  of  the  cerebro-spinal  and 
lusca.  In  the  former,  the  power  of  active  sympathetic  symptoms  may  be  best  studied 
locomotion  seems  the  chief  object  to  be  at-  in  the  trunk  {  since  the  regularity  of  the 
tained ;  and  the  predominant  part  of  the  distribution  of  the  spinal  nerves  prevents 
apparatus  is  evidently  the  series  of  ganglia  the  existence  of  that  doubt  regarding  the 
connected  with  the  locomotive  organs.  The  nature  of  the  conrniunication,  which  obscures 
sensory  ganglia  appear  subservient  to  these,  the  relations  of  the  cranial  nerves  with  the 
both  in  size  and  function.  Oh  the  other  sympathetic.  The  visceral  ganglia — namely* 
hand,  in  the  Mollnsca  the  sensory  ganglia  the  cardiac  and  semilunar — may  probably  be 
predominate  ;  and  under  their  function,  regarded  as  the  true  centres  of  Uie  nervous 
which  is  to  direct  these  walking  stomachs  to  system  of  organic  life  ;  whilst  the  chain  of 
their  food,  the  control  of  the  locomotive  ganglia,  which  lie  along  the  spine,  are  inter- 
apparatus  seems  to  be  placed.  Now,  in  the  mediate  between  these  and  the  cerebro- 
Vertebrata  we  have  the  locomotive  powers  spinal  s]rstem.  When  the  filaments  connect- 
of  the  Articulata  (reduced,  however,  in  ac-  ing  these  ganglia  with  the  roots  of  the  spinal 
tivity),  united  with  the  complex  nutritive  nerves  are  closely  examined,  they  are  found 
system  of  the  MoUusca ;  and  we  find  this  to  contain  both  kinds  of  fibres ;  and  they  can 
combination  manifested,  not  only  in  the  or-  no  more,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  the  roots 
gans  themselves,  but  in  the  nervous  system  by  which  the  sympathetic  system  arises  from 
which  .stands  in  so  close  a  relation  with  the  cerebro-spinal  (as  they  were  formerly 
them.  The  spinal  cord  of  Vertebrata  is  described),  than  as  the  roots  by  which  the 
evidently  the  analogue  of  the  ventral  columns  latter  originates  from  the  former.  The 
of  Articulata.  It  is  a  continuous  ganglion,  white  tubular  fibres  which  these  filaments 
containing  two  portions  as  distinct  as  the  contain,  are  found,  upon  close  examination, 
two  tracts  in  the  Articulata ; — a  fibrous  struc-  to  be  derived  from  both  roots  of  the  spinal 
ture,  whidi  is  continuous  between  the  brain  nerves,  and  not  from  the  posterior  only,  as 
and  the  spinal  nerves,  and  thus  resembles  some  have  supposed.  The  quantity  of  white 
the  white  tract  in  Insects; — and  a  ganglionic  fibres  in  the  nerves  proceeding  from  this 
portion,  principally  composed  of  grey  mat-  lateral  chain  of  ganglia  is  much  greater  than 
ter,  or  of  a  substance  equivalent  to  it  in  that  contained  in  the  nerves  of  the  solar 
character.  In  this  grey  matter,  as  in  the  plexus ;  and  it  is  confirmatory  of  the  idea 
ventral  ganglia  of  Insects,  a  part  of  the  roots  of  just  stated — that  the  visceral  ganglia  are  the 

the  spinal  nerves  are  lost ;  whilst  others  maybe    true  centres  of  the  sympathetic  system ^to 

traced  to  the  brain.     At  the  upper  extremity  find  that  the  nerves  proceeding  from  them 

of  the  spinid  cord  (commmonly  termed  the  are  almost  entirely  composed  of  the  fibres 

meduUa  oblongata)^  we  find  the  ganglia  and  characteristic  of  this  system.      A  few  grey 

nerves  of  special  sensation ;  and  the  organs  fibres  may  be  found  in  almost  all  the  cerebnN 
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nerres  ;  tliey  are  particaluly  abon-  lympatfaetic  may  be  tiaced,  they  are  almost 
dant,  however,  in  the  first  diviaion  of  the  fifth  deatitate  of  ganglia.  Even  in  the  highest 
pair.  It  would  seem  that  only  a  part  of  Yertebratai  some  of  the  glands,  of  which  the 
these  are  derived  immediately  from  the  secretion  is  most  directly  influenced  by  the 
sympathetic  nerve ;  and  that  the  remainder  condition  of  the  mind,  are  supplied  with 
may  be  traced  into  the  grey  matter  of  the  most  of  their  nerves  from  the  cerebro-spinal 
ganglia  formed  on  the  posterior  roots  of  the  system ;  thus,  the  lachrymal  and  sublingnal 
apinal  nerves  and  on  the  larger  root  of  the  glands  receive  large  branches  from  the  fifth 
fifth  pair.  As  this  grey  matter  consists  of  pair,  and  the  mammary  glands  from  the 
nucleated  globules,  like  those  which  are  intercostal  nerves.  It  may  therefore  be 
found  in  the  centres  of  the  sympathetic  regarded  as  net  improbable  that  the  organic 
system,  it  may  be  surmised  that  this  series  of  fibres  contained  in  these  nerves,  and  prin- 
ganglia  also  may  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  cipally  derived  from  the  ganglia  at  their 
the  sympathetic  system,  and  as  having  an  roots,  are  the  most  direct  channels  through 
influence  on  the  grey  fibres  contained  in  the  which  the  procesys  of  nutrition  and  secre- 
cerebro>spinal  nerves,  like  that  which  the  tion  are  influenced  by  mental  emotions ;  and 
semilunar  ganglia  possesses  over  the  nerves  that  the  office  of  the  distinct  visceral  system 
of  the  solar  plexus.  This  is,  at  any  rate,  a  is  rather  to  bring  these  functional  changes 
much  more  probable  account  of  the  functions  into  harmony  with  each  other, 
of  these  ganglia,  than  any  which  had  been  The  spinal  cord,  with  its  encephalic  con- 
offered  before  their  connection  with  the  tinuation — the  medulla  oblongata,  may  be 
system  of  grey  fibres  was  discovered  by  regarded  as  constituting  the  essential  part  of 
Remak.  The  notion  once  entertained  that  the  nervous  system  of  Vertebrata.  Although 
the^e  intervertebral  ganglia  had  some  connec-  the  cerebral  hemispheres  in  man  bear  so 
tion  with  sensation,  because  found  on  the  large  a  proportion  to  it  in  size,  that  the 
posterior  or  sensory  remits  of  the  nerves,  and  spinal  coni  seems  but  a  mere  appendage  to 
that  the  ganglionic  portion  of  the  column  of  them,  the  case  is  reversed  when  we  look  at 
the  Articulata  must  therefore  be  sensory,  the  other  extremity  of  the  scale; — the  cere- 
has,  therefore,  no  adequate  foundation.  If  bral  hemispheres  in  fishes  being  but  gan- 
anything  be  wanting  to  prove  the  want  of  glionic  protuberances  from  the  medulla 
real  analogy  between  th^  parts,  it  is  the  oblongata.  Moreover,  the  fact  that  animals 
fact  that  small  ganglionic  enlargements  may  are  capable  of  living  without  the  brain,  whilst 
be  detected  upon  the  nervous  trunks  proceed-  they  at  once  die  if  deprived  of  the  spinal 
ing  from  the  ganglionic  column  of  the  larger  cord,  sufficiently  demonstrates  this.  The 
Crustacea,  at  a  short  distance  from  their  spinal  cord,  then,  when  viewed  in  relation  to 
roots.  These  are  evidently  the  analogues  the  nervous  system  of  the  Invertebrata,  may 
of  the  invertebral  ganglia  of  the  Vertebrata.  be  regarded  as  including  their  respiratory, 
The  branches  proceeding  from  the  semi-  stomato^gastric,  and  pedal  ganglia.  That 
lunar  ganglia  are  distributed  upon  the  ah-  these  should  be  associated  together  can 
dominal  viscera ;  and  those  of  the  cardiac  scarcely  be  considered  remarkable.  -  It  is 
ganglion  upon  the  heart  and  vessels  proceed-  obviously  convenient  that  they  should  all  be 
ing  from  it.  The  latter  seem  to  accompany  enclosed  in  the  bony  sheath  provided  for 
the  arterial  trunks  throughtheir  whole  course,  their  protection;  and  their  closer  relation 
ramifying  minutely  upon  their  smfaoe ;  and  favours  that  sympathy  of  action,*which  is  so 
it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  they  exercise  important  in  animals  of  such  complex  struc- 
an  important  influence  over  their  Ainctiona.  ture  and  mutually  dependent  functions,  as 
What  the  nature  of  that  influence  is,  how-  the  higher  Vertebrata.  An  animal  either 
ever,  will  be  a  subject  for  future  inquiry.  It  congenitally  or  experimentally  deprived  of 
is  so  evidently  connected  with  the  operations  its  cerebral  hemispheres,  is  very  much  in  the 
of  nutrition,  secretion,  &c.  that  the  designs-  condition  of  one  of  the  acephalous  Molluscs, 
tion  of  "  nervous  system  of  oi|;anic  l^e,"  It  can  perform  those  respiratory  movements 
as  applied  to  this  system,  does  not  seem  ob-  on  which  the  maintenance  of  its  circulation, 
jectionable,  provided  that  we  do  not  under-  and  consequently  its  whole  organic  life  de- 
stand  it  as  denoting  the  dependence  of  these  pend ;  it  can  swallow  food  brought  within 
functions  upon  it.  Even  in  Vertebrata,  its  reach,  and  it  can,  in  some  degree,  exert 
however,  we  do  not  always  find  the  visceral  its  locomotive  powers  to  obtain  it ;  but  it 
system  distinct  from  the  oerebro»splnal.  In  is  unconscious  of  the  direction  in  which  these 
the  Cyclostome  Fishes,  the  par  vagum  sup-  can  be  best  employed,  and  is  dependent 
plies  the  intestinal  canal  along  its  whole  upon  the  supplies  of  food  that  come  within 
length,  as  well  as  the  heart ;  and  no  appear-  its  grasp.  The  acephalous  Mollusca  are  so 
ance  of  a  distinct  sympathetic  can  be  dis-  organised  that  they  find  support  from  the 
covered.  In  serpents,  again,  the  lower  part  particles  brought  in  by  their  respiratory 
of  the  alimentary  canal  is  supplied  from  the  current ;  but  the  more  highly  organised  Ver- 
spinal  cord,  and  the  upper  part  by  the  par  tebrata  are  not  capable  of  so  existing,  and 
vagum ;  and  though  the  lateral  cords  of  the  they  must  have  their  food  provided  fbr  them 
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by  an  exertUm  of  Uie  mental  power*.    So  by  Dr.  Kronenbeig  that  the  aeaiibillty  of 

kmg  as  an  aoephalons  vertebrate  animal  ia  tbe  anterior  roots  was  not  diminished  by  the 

dnly  supplied  with  its  req[iiisitefood,  so  long  separation  of    them  from  the  spinal  oord, 

may  it  continue  to  exist ;  and  tiins  it  is  seen  whilst  it  was  entirely  destroyed  by  division 

that  the  operations  of  the  brai^  are  rather  of  the  posterior  roots ;  thus  proving  that  the 

connected  with  the  mtelliffenee  than  with  the  latter  oonstitated  the  channel  throngh  whidi 

blind  nndesigning  ifuHnet  of  the  animal.  the  impression  was  conveyed. 

It  is  only  in  the  Yertebrata  that  the  dif-  On  the  other  hand,  the  distinctness  of  the 
ferenoe  between  the  qferent  and  tfftrtnlt  sptem  of  nerves  in  the  simply-reflected  ac- 
fibres  of  the  nerves  has  been  satisfactorily  tions^  from  those  which  minister  to  sensation 
determined.  The  merit  of  this  discovery  is  and  volition  by  their  connection  with  the 
almost  entirely  due  to  Sir  C.  Bell.  He  was  brsin,  u  by  no  means  so  obvious  as  in  the 
led  to  it  by  a  chain  of  reasoning  of  a  highly  invertebrated  classes.  When  first  pointed 
philosophical  character ;  and  though  hu  out  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  who  had  grounded 
first  experiments  on  the  f  pinal  nerves  were  his  opinion  more  upon  physiological  pheno- 
not  satisfisustory,  he  virtually  determined  the  mens  than  upon  anatomical  facts,  the  state- 
respective  functions  of  their  two  roots,  by  ex-  ment  did  not  command  general  assent; 
periments  and  pathologicalobservations  upon  since,  while  the  phenomena  were  admitted, 
the  cranial  nerves,  before  any  other  phy-  the  inferences  drawn  from  them  by  him  were 
Biologist  came  into  the  field.  Subsequently  not  regarded  as  necessary  results.  When, 
his  general  views  were  confirmed  by  the  very  however,  the  anatomy  of  the  nervous  centres 
decided  experiments  of  Miiller ;  but  untU  in  Vertebrata  was  more  closely  inquired  into, 
very  recently  some  obscurity  hung  over  a  (by  Mr.  Grainger,  who  had  been  partly  an- 
portion  of  the  phenomena.  Itwas  from  the  tidpated  by  Bellingeri),  it  was  found  to 
first  maintained  by  Magendie,  and  has  been  present  certain  phenomena  which  might  be 
subsequently  asserted  by  other  physiologists,  regarded  as  supportiAg  Dr.  M.  Hall's  views ; 
that  the  anterior  and  posterior  roots  of  the  and  when  the  inquiry  was  extended  to  the 
nerves  were  both  concerned  in  tiie  reception  Invertebrated  classes,  the  confirmation  was 
of  sensations  and  in  the  production  of  mo-  found  to  be  still  more  decisive.  In  our 
tions;  for  that,  when  the  anterior  roots  were  previous  sketch  these  doctrines  have  been 
touched,  the  animal  gave  rigns  of  psin,  at  treated  as  established ;  since  they  were  found 
the  same  time  thatoonvnlsive  movements  were  not  only  to  correspond  with  the  facts  dis- 
exdted ;  and  that,  on  touching  the  posterior  closed  by  anatomical  research,  but  to  be 
roots,  not  only  the  aensibility  of  tiue  animal  required  by  them.  We  shall  now  apply 
seemed  to  be  affected,  but  muscular  motions  them  to  the  nervous  apparatus  of  the  Ver- 
were  exdted.    These  physiologists  were  not  tebrata. 

willing,  thereforei  to  admit  more  than  that        The  spinal  oord  consists  of  two  lateral 

tbe  anterior  roots  were  especially  motor,  halves ;  these  are  partially  separated,  in  the 

and  the  posterior  espedaUy  sensory.    But  higher  dasses,  by  the  superficial  anterior  and 

the  reoentiy-attained  knowledge  of  the  reflex  posterior  fissures ;  and  in  fishes  by  an  inter- 

funetian  of  the  spinal  cord  en&les  the  latter  nal  canal,  which  is  continuous  with  the  fourth 

portion  of  these  phenomena  to  be  easily  ventride.  This  canal  is  evidently  the  indica- 

explaiaed.    The  motions  exdted  by  irri-  tion  of  that  complete  separation  of  the  two 

tating  the  posterior  root  are  entirdy  depen-  columns  which  exists  in  the  lower  Articulate ; 

dent  upon  its   connection  with  the  spinal  and  the  fourth  ventricle,  which,  in  many 

cord,  and  the  integrity  of  the  anterior  roots  fishes,  remains  undosed  (the  cerebellum  not 

andofthetrunksinto  which  they  enter;  whilst  being  sufficiently  devdoped  to  overlap  it), 

they  are  not  diecked  by  the  separation  of  corresponds  with  the  passsge  between  the 

the  posterior  roots  from  tbe  perijAeral  por-  oords  uniting  the  cephalic  ganglia  with  the 

tion  of  the  trunk.    It  is  evident,  therefore,  first  suboesophageal,  through  which  the  oeso- 

that  exdtation  of  the  posterior  roots  does  phagus  passed  in  all  the  Invertebrate.    The 

not  act  immediatdy  upon  the  musdea  two  lattaal  halves  have  little  connection  with 
throngh  the  trunk  of  the  nerve,  which  they  each  other  In  fishes,  and  the  pyramidal 
contribute  to  form ;  but  that  it  exdtes  a  mo*  bodiea  at  their  apex  scarody  decussate ;  buty 
tor  impulse  in  the  spinal  oord,  whidi  ia  pro-  in  asoending  towards  the  higher  classes,  the 
pagated  throngh  the  anterior  roots  to  the  communication  between  the  two  sides  is 
periphery  of  the  system.  The  converae  more  intimate,  and  a  larger  proportion  of 
phenomenon,  the  apparent  sensibility  of  the  the  pyramidd  fibres  crosses  to  the  opposite 
anterior  roots,  has  been  still  more  recently  aides.  In  all  the  Vertebrata,  the  true  spinal 
explained  by  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Kro*  oord  contains  grey  substance,  or  something 
nenberg,  who  has  satisfiM^rily  proved  that  equivalent  to  it;  thus  possessing  the  charao- 
it  is  dependent  upon  a  branch  of  the  posterior  ter  of  a  continuous  ganglion.  The  proportion 
root  passing  into  the  anterior  root  at  their  of  the  vertebral  column  which  this  ganglionic 
point  of  inosculation,  and  then  directing  portion  occupies  is,  however,  extremdy 
itself  towards  the  centre;  for  it  was  found    variable;  depending  prindpally  on  the  pod- 
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tkm  of  the  ddtt  organs  of  locomotion.  Stilly  In  all  the  MiynmaHa,  and  In  man,  do 
Thus,  in  the  Eel,  and  other  yenniibrm  fiahes,  we  find  tfaeae  ganglionic  enlargementa  of  the 
it  ia  oontinned  through  the  whole  spinal  spinal  cord ;  and  in  man  it  is  the  posterior 
canal;  whilst  in  the  Ix>phias  and Tetraodon,  one  which  is  most  considerable.  In  the  cord 
whose  body  is  less  prolonged,  and  more  de-  of  this  dass,  too,  the  lateral  halves  are  much 
pendent  for  its  morements  upon  the  anterior  more  intimately  united  than  in  the  classes 
extremities,  the  true  spinal  cord  scarcely  below ;  for  not  only  is  the  central  canal  for 
passes  out  of  the  cranium.  Tlie  quantity  of  the  most  part  absent,  but  the  two  crescent- 
grey  matter  is  nearly  uniform  in  every  part  shaped  platea  of  grey  matter  are  united  by  a 
of  tbe  cord,  where  there  is  no  great  diversity  transverse  lamella,  which  connects  their  cen- 
in  the  functions  of  the  nerves  which  originate  ^  tree  like  a  commissure, 
from  each  portion.  In  most  fishes,  for  ex- '  The  cord  is  traversed  not  only  by  the  an- 
ample,  the  body  is  propelled  through  the  tenor  and  posterior  fissures,  but  by  two  fur- 
water  more  by  the  laterii  action  of  tie  flat-  rows  on  each  side,  marking  out  three  columns 
tened  trunk,  whose  sur&ce  is  ectended  by  upon  it.  We  have,  therefore,  on  each  half 
the  dorsal  and  caudal  fins  erected  upon  pro-  of  the  cord,  an  anterior,  middle  or  lateral, 
longations  of  its  vertebne,  than  by  the  move-  and  posterior  column.  Hie  points  of  the 
ments  of  its  extremities,  which  serve  prind-  crescentic  lamdlB  of  grey  matter  approach 
pally  to  guide  it.  Hence  we  usually  find  the  these  furrows  pretty  dosely;  but  elsewhere 
amount  of  grey  matter  varying  but  Uttle  in  the  grey  matter  is  covered  deeply  by  the 
various  parts  of  the  cord.  But  in  the  Flying-  fibrous  columns.  We  are  npealdng  here  of 
fish,  and  others  whose  pectoral  fins  are  un*  the  spinal  cord  of  the  higher  Vertebrata,  the 
usually  powerftil,  a  distinct  ganglionic  en-  minute  structure  of  which  has  been  more 
largcment  of  the  cord  takes  place  where  the  elosely  examined  than  that  of  fiahea.  Each 
nerves  are  given  off.  In  Serpents,  again,  the  spinal  nerve  arises  from  two  sets  of  roots, 
spinal  cord  is  nearly  uniform  throughout  its  The  anterior  roots  join  the  spinal  cord  near 
ontire  length ;  whilst  in  Amphibia  it  is  so  the  anterior  Ibrrow;  and  the  posterior  near 
during  the  tadpole  condition  (as  in  most  the  posterior  furrow.  Regarding  their  inti- 
fishes),  but  presents  enlargements  oorre-  mate  connection  with  the  prindpal  divisions 
■ponding  to  the  anterior  and  posterior  extre-  of  the  cord,  however,  a  considerable  diversity 
mities,  when  these  are  developed,  at  the  same  exists  among  the  statements  of  anatonusts. 
time  becoming  much  shortened  as  the  tail  is  In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  their  con- 
less  importsnt  to  locomotion,  or  is  altogether  nection  with  me  fibrous  and  dneritious  stmc- 
atrophied.  In  Birds,  the  ganglionic  enlarge-  tures,  it  may  be  stated  that  a  portion  of  the 
ments  are  generally  very  perceptible,  and  posterior  set  of  roots  unquestionably  loses 
bear  a  dose  relation  in  size  with  the  deve-  itsdf  in  the  grey  matter;  whilst  of  another 
lopment  of  the  locomotive  organs  with  portion  the  fibres  are  continuous  with  those 
which  they  are  connected.  Thus,  in  birds  of  the  white  columns  of  the  spinal  cord, 
of  active  flight,  and  short  powerless  legs,  the  There  is  more  difficulty,  however,  in  tracing 
anterior  enlargement  is  the  prindpal ;  but  in  the  anterior  roots  into  the  grey  substance, 
those  which  are  more  adapted  to  run  on  land  Still,  however,  the  connection  has  been  made 
tiian  to  wing  their  way  through  the  air,  such  out,  although  not  in  the  human  subject,  by 
as  the  whole  tribe  of  struthious  birds,  the  Bellingeri  and  Grainger;  and  there  is  reason 
sixe  of  the  posterior  enlargement  is  very  re-  to  believe,  therefore,  that  it  is  constsnt, 
markable.  Hence  we  have  a  right  to  infer  although  not  readily  perceptible.  Of  the 
that  the  increase  in  tiie  quantity  of  grey  portions  of  the  roots  which  are  oontinuona 
matter  in  the  cord  has  some  connection  with  with  the  fibrous  columns,  it  is  stated  by  Sir 
the  amount  of  power  to  be  supplied;  snd  C.  Bell  that  the  anterior  fSasdculi  pass  to  the 
this  exactly  corresponds  with  what  has  been  anterior  columns  only,  and  that  the  posterior 
observed  in  the  articulated  classes,  and  are  restricted  to  the  lateral  columns.  On  the 
especially  in  watching  the  metamorphosis  of  other  hand,  Mr.  Grainger  and  Mr.  Swan 
insects.  In  birds  and  mammalia,  however,  maintain  that  both  sets  are  connected  with 
the  whole  amount  of  the  grey  matter  in  the  the  lateral  columns  only;  the  anterior  and 
spinal  cord  does  not  bear  so  large  a  proper-  posterior  lateral  fissuies  definitely  limiting 
tion  to  the  bulk  of  the  nerves  proceeding  the  two  roots.  Perhaps  both  these  state- 
from  it  as  in  the  lower  Vertebrata;  and  the  ments  era  rather  too  exclusive.  The  anterior 
reason  of  this  seems  obvious.  The  actions  roots  would  seem  to  have  a  connection  with 
of  the  locomotive  organa  are  less  and  less  of  both  the  anterior  and  lateral  columns;  and 
a  reflex  character,  and  are  mora  direcUy  the  posterior  cannot  be  said  to  be  restricted 
exdted  by  the  will,  and  consequentiy  by  the  to  tiie  lateral  column,  some  of  thmr  fibres 
brain,  tlum  in  the  inferior  tribes ;  and  just  in  entering  the  posterior  division  of  the  cord, 
proportion,  therefora,  to  the  development  of  As  the  white  or  fibrous  portion  of  the 
the  brain,  will  ii  become  the  centra  of  all  spinal  cord  is  continuous  with  that  of  the 
the  actions  performed  by  the  animaiy  and  brain,  it  follows  that  the  roots  of  the  nerves 
the  spinal  cord  a  men  appendage  to  it.  whidi  enter  it  ara  in  reality  thus  brou^t 
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into  connection  with  the  cerebral  hernia-  the  function  attributed  to  it.  Such  caaei 
pherea  and  cerebellum ;  and  the  posterior  have  kept  aliye,  in  the  minds  of  many  emi-' 
division  of  these  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  nent  practical  men,  a  considerable  distrost  of 
as  conducting  to  the  brain  the  impressions  the  accuracy  of  Sir  C.  Bell's  conclusions, 
which  there  become  sensations ;  whilst  the  We  haye  seen  that,  in  regard  to  the  roots  of 
anterior  roots  convey  the  motive  influence,  the  nerves,  his  first  statements  have  been 
which  has  been  propagated,  by  a  voluntary  confirmed,  and  rendered  more  precise,  by 
impulse,,  down  the  tract  of  the  spinal  cord  subsequent  researches ;  but  it  is  not  so  in 
with  wfaich  they  are  continuous.  On  the  regard  to  the  functions  of  the  anterior  and 
other  hand,  the  termination  of  one  portion  of  posterior  divisions  of  the  spinal  (x>rd.  Bel- 
each  set  of  roots  in  the  grey  matter  of  the  lingeri  was  led,  by  experiments  on  the  spinal 
cord,  completes  the  nervous  circle  required  cord,  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  anterior 
for  the  performance  of  reflex  actions ;  and  roots  of  the  nerves  were  for  the  flexion  of  the 
by  this  they  would  seem  to  take  place  in  various  articulations,  and  the  posterior  for 
Vertebrated  animals,  just  as  through  one  of  tiieir  extension.  He  also  was  wrong,  in  ex- 
the  ganglia  in  the  Articulata.  It  follows,  tending  an  inference  founded  on  experiments 
then,  on  this  view  of  the  character  of  the  on  the  cord  to  the  roots  of  the  nerves*  The 
spinal  cord,  that  the  continuity  of  the  fibrous  recent  experiments  of  Valentin,  whilst  they 
tnttM  is  all  that  is  required  to  convey  the  fully  confirmed  Sir  C.  Bell's  determination 
influence  of  the  will  to  the  parts  below ;  of  thA  functions  of  the  roots  of  the  nerves, 
whilst  the  completeness  of  the  nervous  circle  coincide,  to  no  small  d^ree,  with  Bellingeri's 
is  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  performance  opinion  in  regard  to  the  offices  of  the  anterior 
of  reflex  actions  excited  through  it.  This  is  and  posterior  divisions  of  the  cord.  He  ob- 
fonnd  to  be  strictly  true ;  the  former  having  tained  reason  to  believe  that,  in  the  frog, 
been  observed  in  cases  of  disease,  and  the  neither  the  superior  nor  inferior  strands  of 
latter  having  been  proved  by  experiment,  the  cord  (posterior  and  anterior  columns  in 
As  far  as  simple  reflex  actions  are  concerned,  man)  solely  possesses  motor  functions ;  but 
there  is  as  much  segmental  independence  in  he  fbnnd  that,  when  the  former  were  irritated, 
Vertebrafca  as  in  the  Articulata ;  but  these  sensations  predominated ;  and  when  the  latter, 
actions  seldom  have  so  completely  the  cha-  motions  were  chiefly  excited.  He  further 
racter  of  adaptation,  and  are  of  a  more  irre-  states  that,  if  the  superior  strand  {posieri^ 
gnlar  and  convulsive  nature.  Still,  however,  column)  be  irritated  at  the  point  at  which 
there  is  an  essential  correspondence  between  the  nerves  of  either  extremity  are  given  off, 
them ;  and  we  may,  therefore,  regard  the  that  extremity  is  extended ,-  and  that  if  the 
distinction  between  the  reflex  and  voluntary  inferior  strand  (an/en'orcolumn)  be  irritated, 
movements  as  the  same  in  each  group ;  the  the  extremity  is  flexed.  At  their  entrance 
former  predominating  in  Articulata  ;  the  into  the  spinal  cord,  therefore,  it  would  ap- 
latter  in  Vertebrata.  On  this  view,  then,  pear  that  the  motor  fibres  of  the  extensors 
each  spinal  neive  contains  at  least  four  sets  pass  towards  the  superior  stratum  (posterior 
of  fibres.  column  in  man),  whilst  those  of  the  flexors 

1.  A  sensory  bundle  passing  upwards  to  are  continuous  with  the  inferior  stratum 
the  brain.  (anterior  column);  their  course  being  more 

2.  A  motor  set,  conveying  the  influence  of  altered,  however,  when  they  are  examined 
volition  downwards  from  the  brain.  far  from  the  point  of  issue.     This  doctrine 

3.  Excitor  or  centripetal  fibres,  terminat-  was  confirmed  by  experiments  on  Mammalia ; 
ing  in  the  true  spinal  cord  or  ganglion,  and  and  is  borne  out  (according  to  Valentin)  by 
conveying  impressions  to  it.  pathological   phenomena  observed  in  man. 

4.  A  motor  or  centrifugal  set,  arising  from  According  to  this  eminent  physiologist,  also, 
the  same  ganglionic  centre,  and  conveying  relaxation  of  the  sphincters  is  analogous  to 
the  motor  impulse  reflected  from  it  to  the  the  extended  state  of  the  extremities ;  and 
muscles.  he  has  noticed  a  manifest  relaxation  of  the 

Of  these  the  first  and  third  are  united  in  sphincter  ani  in  the  frog,  when  the  superior 

the  posterior  or  a^ereni  roots ;  the  second  part  of  the  spinal  cord  was  irritated,  so  as  to 

and  fbnrth  in  the  anterior  or  ^ereni  roots.  produce  extension  of   the  limbs.      These 

It  is  difiicnlt  to  trace  the  course  of  the  statements    are     entitled    to    considerable 

fibres  within  the  spinal  cord ;    and  some  weight,  on  account  of   the  quarter   from 

recent  experiments  by  Valentin  appear  to  which  they  come ;  but  they  are  not,  perhaps, 

prove  that  Sir  C.  Bell  was  not  correct  in  to  be  received  altogether  without  hesitation, 

his  idea  that  the  functions  of  the  columns  of  until  confirmed  by  other  physiologists,  espe- 

the  cord  are  similar  to  those  of  the  roots  dally  whilst  the  phenomena  of  reidex  action 

wfaich  are  connected  with  them.    Cases,  in-  are  still  so  imperfectly  known.      For  it  is 

dted,  are  of  no  nnfinequent  ooonrrenoet  in  quite  possible  that,  whilst  stimulation  of  the 

which  a  portion  of  one  of  the  columns  has  anterior  part  of  the  cord  may  directly  excite 

faMn  almoflt  entirely  destroyed  by  injury  or  the  motions  of  flexion  in  preference  to  thosa 

without  any  eorresponding  loss  of  of  cxtensioo,  the  movements  of  extension 
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prodfieed  by  stimulating  (he  posterior  column  The  fibres  descending  from  the  oliyary  bodies 
may  be  of  a  reflex  character.  converge,  as  those  of  the  p3rramids  pass 
There  is  no  reason  to  beliere  that  the  backwards  from  between  them,  until  they 
fiottctions  of  the  spinal  cord  are  essentially  meet  on  the  median  line,  forming  the  greater 
different  along  its  whole  length.  Every  part  of  the  anterior  column.  Thegreater  part 
where  it  appears  to  consist  of  a  ganglionic  oftherestiformbody  descends  into  the  middle 
centre,  supplying  nerves  to  its  particular  column  of  the  spinal  cord,  but  the  posterior 
segment ;  and  of  connecting  fibres,  by  which  part  of  it  unites  with  the  posterior  pyramids 
the  nerves  proceeding  from  any  one  division  to  form  the  posterior  column.  Hius  the 
are  brought  into  relation  with  distant  por-  anterior  column  of  the  spinal  cord  may  be 
tions  of  the  organ,  and  with  the  large  gan-  said  to  pass  upwards  into  the  olivai*y  body, 
glionic  masses  at  its  anterior  extremity.  In  and  the  non-decussating  portion  of  the  an- 
this  respect,  then,  it  corresponds  precisely  terior  pyramid, — a  small  portion  also  oom- 
with  the  double  nervous  cord  of  the  Articn-  municating  with  the  cerebellum  ;  of  the 
lata;  the  only  prominent  difference  between  middle  column,  a  part  decussates,  and  passes 
the  two  bdng,  that  in  the  former  the  gan-  forwards  into  the  anterior  pyramid,  whilst 
gfionic  matter  is  continuous  from  one  extre-  another  part  ascends  into  the  restiform  body 
mity  of  the  organ  to  the  other,  whilst  in  the  of  the  same  side ;  and  of  the /70«/ertor  co- 
latter  it  is  Interrupted  at  intervals;  and  in  lumn,  a  part  ascends  into  the  restiform  body, 
tlie  Mollusca  the  centres  are  still  further  and  the  remainder  into  the  posterior  pyra- 
separated  from  each  other.  The  connection  mids,  which  do  not  decussate  in  man,  but 
of  the  spinal  cord  with  the  large  ganglia  which  are  stated  by  Valentin  to  do  so  in 
contained  within  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  the  frog. 

is  effected  by  means  of  processes  from  its        On  tracing  upwards  the  fibres  of  the  an- 

superior    extremity,    the    arrrangement    of  terior  pyramids j  they  are  fomid  to  enter  the 

which  is  somewhat  complex.     Tliis  portion  pons  varolii,   through    which    they    pass, 

of  the  cord,  which  also  lies  within  the  cavity  traversing  the  optic  thalami,  into  the  crura 

of  the  cranium,  has  been  termed  the  medulla  cerebri ;  they  then  diverge  from  each  other, 

oblongata.     It  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  and  become  intermingled  with  grey  matter, 

peculiar  seat  of  vitality;  but  the  only  real  forming  the  corpora  striata.     The  fibres  of 

foundation  of  this  idea  is  that  it  is  the  great  the   olivary  body  also  pass  into   the  pons 

centre  of  the  respiratory  actions,  on  the  con-  varolii,  and  there  divide  into  two  bands,  of 

tinuanoe  of  which  all  the  other  functions  are  which  one  proceeds  upwards  and  forwards 

dependent.  The  brain  may  be  removed  from  to  join  the  cms  cerebri,  whilst  the  other 

^  above,  and  nearly  the  whole  spinal  cord  from  proceeds  upwards  and  backwards  to  reach 

*  below,  without  an  immediate  check  being  the  corpora  quadrigemina.   Of  the  rettiform 

put  upon  the  nervous  phenomena  of  life.   In  body,  idso,  a  part  of  the  fibres  ascend  into 

the  medulla  oblongata  four  different  parts  the  cms  cerebri,  and  pass  on  to  the  optic 

maybe  distinguished  on  each  side;  the  an-  thalami,wherethey  diverge  and  become  inter- 

terior  pyramids,  or  corpora  pyramidalia :  mixed  with  grey  matter;  whilst  the  remain- 

the  olivary  bodies,  or  corpora  olivariat  the  der  ascend,  with  those  of  the  posterior  pyra- 

restiform  bodies,   or  corpora  resl\formia ,  mids,  into  the  cerebellum. 
and  the  posterior  pyramids,  or  processus  a        Thus  the  anterior  column  principally  ter- 

etrebello  ad  medullam.   These  we  shall  now  '  minates  in  the  corpus  striatum  and  corpora 

trace  downwards  into  the  spinal  cord,  and  quadrigemina;  the  middle  in  the  thalamus 

upwards    into    the    encephalon ;    and    the  sad  corpus  striatum ;  and  the  posterior  in 

description  I  shall  employ  is  chiefiy  that  the  cerebellum,  which  communicates,  how- 

reoentiy  given  by  Dr.  John  Reid,   which  ever,  with  the  anterior  also. 


spears  to  me  the  most  satisfactory  of  the 

many  which  have  been  put  forth.  OBSERVATIONS 

The  antenor  pyramids  decussate,  as  is 

well  known,  at  their  lower  extremity;  the  ^^ 

principal  part  of  the  fibres  on  each  side  THE  TREATMENT  OF  ANEURISMS, 

passing  over  to  the  other.    The  decussating  __ 

ibres  pass  backwards  and  downwards,  and  _    ..    -, ...       ^  ^i.,,  ..    ,  ^ 

enter,  Sot  the  anterior  colamn  of  the  ipinid  ^<'  "'  ^*"""  "-^  "*  ^'*~'  '?««"*• 

oord,  but  the  middle  column,  uniting  with  Sir, 

the  fibres  from  the  restiform  bodies.    The  Should  you    deem  the   following  re- 
smaller  bundle  of  fibres,  which  do  not  decus-  marks  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  jour- 
sate,  passes  downwards  along  with  those  from  nal,  you  will  oblige  me  by  inserting 
tiie  olivary  bodies,  to  form  theanterior  column,  them. — I  am,  sir, 
A  small  band,  however,  proceeds  backwards  Your  obedient  servant, 
to  join  the  cerebellar  column :  this  is  the  Robert  Dickson,  M.D. 
arctform  band  of  Mr.  SoUy ;  but  was  pre-  4^^  Finsbury  Squam, 
vkrasly  described  by  Rosenthal  and  Rolando.  March  19, 184I. 
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into  coimeetum  with  the  cerebnl  hernia-  the  fnnction  attribnted  to  it.  Such  cases 
pheres  a&d  cerebellam ;  and  the  posterior  have  kept  aliTe,  in  the  minds  of  many  emi- 
divisioii  of  these  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  nent  practical  men,  a  considerable  distrust  of 
■a  conducting  to  the  brain  the  impressions  the  aocoracy  of  Sir  C.  Bell's  conclusions, 
which  there  become  sensations ;  whilst  the  We  hare  seen  that,  in  regard  to  the  roots  of 
anterior  roots  convey  the  motive  influence,  the  nerves,  his  first  statements  have  been 
which  has  been  propagated,  by  a  voluntary  confirmed,  and  rendered  more  precise,  by 
impulse,  down  the  tract  of  the  spinal  cord  subsequent  researches ;  but  it  is  not  so  in 
wiUi  which  they  are  continuous.  On  the  regard  to  the  functions  of  the  anterior  and 
other  hand,  the  termination  of  one  portion  of  posterior  divisions  of  the  spinal  cord.  Bel- 
each  set  of  roots  in  the  grey  matter  of  the  lingeri  was  led,  by  experiments  on  the  spinal 
cord,  completes  the  nervous  circle  required  cord,  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  anterior 
for  the  performance  of  reflex  actions  ;  and  roots  of  the  nerves  were  for  the  flexion  of  the 
by  this  they  would  seem  to  take  place  in  various  articulations,  and  the  posterior  for 
Vertebrated  animals,  just  as  through  one  of  their  extension.  He  also  was  wrong,  in  ex- 
the  ganglia  in  the  Articulata.  It  follows,  tending  an  inference  founded  on  experiments 
then,  on  this  view  of  the  character  of  the  on  the  cord  to  the  roots  of  the  nerves^  The 
spinal  cord,  that  the  continuity  of  the  fibrous  recent  experiments  of  Valentin,  whilst  they 
tracts  is  all  that  is  required  to  convey  the  fully  confirmed  Sir  C.  BeU's  determination 
influence  of  *the  will  to  the  parts  below ;  of  thft  functions  of  the  roots  of  the  nerves, 
whUst  the  completeness  of  the  nervous  circle  coincide,  to  no  small  dt^^ree,  with  Bellingeri's 
is  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  performance  opinion  in  regard  to  the  offices  of  the  anterior 
of  reflex  actions  excited  through  it.  This  is  and  posterior  divisions  of  the  cord.  He  ob- 
found  to  be  strictly  true ;  the  former  having  tained  reason  to  believe  that,  in  the  frog, 
been  observed  in  cases  of  disease,  and  the  neither  the  superior  nor  inferior  strands  of 
latter  having  been  proved  by  experiment,  the  cord  (posterior  and  anterior  columns  in 
As  fiir  as  simple  reflex  actions  are  concerned,  man)  solely  possesses  motor  functions ;  but 
there  is  as  much  segmental  independence  in  he  found  that,  when  the  former  were  irritated, 
Vertebrata  as  in  the  Articulata  ;  but  these  sensations  predominated ;  and  when  the  latter, 
actions  seldom  have  so  completely  the  cha-  motions  were  chiefly  excited.  He  further 
racter  of  adaptation,  and  are  of  a  more  irre-  states  that,  if  the  superior  strand  (pogteri^ 
gular  and  convulsive  nature.  Still,  however,  column)  be  irritated  at  the  point  at  which 
there  is  an  essential  correspondence  between  the  nerves  of  either  extremity  are  given  off, 
them ;  and  we  may,  therefore,  regard  the  that  extremity  is  extended ;  and  that  if  the 
distinction  between  the  reflex  and  voluntary  inferior  strand  (an/en'orcolumn)  be  irritated, 
movements  as  the  same  in  each  group ;  the  the  extremity  is  flexed.  At  their  entrance 
former  predominating  in  Articulata  ;  the  into  the  spinal  cord,  therefore,  it  would  ap- 
Utter  in  Vertebrata.  On  this  view,  then,  pear  that  the  motor  fibres  of  the  extensors 
each  spinal  nerve  contains  at  least  four  sets  pass  towards  the  superior  stratum  (posterior 
of  fibres.  column  in  man),  whilst  those  of  the  flexors 

1.  A  sensory  handle  passing  upwards  to  are  continuous  with  the  inferior  stratum 
the  brain.  (anterior  column) ;  their  course  being  more 

2.  A  motor  set,  conveying  the  influence  of  altered,  however,  when  they  are  examined 
volition  downwards  from  the  brain.  far  from  the  point  of  issue.     This  doctrine 

3.  Excitor  or  centripetal  fibres,  terminat-  was  confirmed  by  experiments  on  Mammalia ; 
ing  in  the  true  spinal  cord  or  ganglion,  and  and  is  borne  out  (according  to  Valentin)  by 
conveying  impressions  to  it.  pathological   phenomena  observed  in  man. 

4.  A  motor  or  centrifugal  set,  arising  from  According  to  this  eminent  physiologist,  also, 
the  same  ganglionic  centre,  and  conveying  relaxation  of  the  sphincters  is  analogous  to 
the  motor  impulse  reflected  from  it  to  the  the  extended  state  of  the  extremities ;  and 
muscles.  he  has  noticed  a  manifest  relaxation  of  the 

Of  these  the  first  and  third  are  united  in  sphincter  ani  in  the  frog,  when  the  superior 

the  posterior  or  afferent  roots ;  the  second  part  of  the  spinal  cord  was  irritated,  so  as  to 

and  fourth  in  the  anterior  or  efferent  roots.  produce  extension   of   the   limbs.       These 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  course  of  the  statements     are     entitled    to    considerable 

fibres  vrithin  the  spinal  cord ;    and  some  weight,   on  account  of   the   quarter   from 

recent  experiments  by  Valentin  appear  to  which  they  come ;  but  they  are  not,  perhaps, 

prove  that  Sir  C.  Bell  was  not  correct  in  to  be  received  altogether  without  hesitation. 

Lis  idea  that  the  functions  of  the  columns  of  until  confirmed  by  other  physiologists,  espe- 

the  cord  are  similar  to  those  of  the  roots  dally  whilst  the  phenomena  of  reiflex  action 

which  are  connected  with  them.     Cases,  in-  are  still  so  imperfectly  known.      For  it  is 

dtfed,  are  of  no  nnfreqnent  occarrence>  in  quite  possible  that,  whilst  stimulation  of  the 

which  a  portion  of  one  of  the  columns  has  anterior  part  of  the  cord  may  directly  excite 

been  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  injury  or  the  motions  of  flexion  in  preference  to  those 

disease,  without  any  corresponding  loss  of  of  extension,  the  movements  of  extension 
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prodaeed  by  stimiiUitiDg  &e  posterior  column  The  flbret  descending  from  the  olivary  bodies 
msy  be  of  a  reflex  character.  converge,  as  those  of  the  pjrramids  pass 
There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  backwards  from  between  them,  until  thej 
fonctions  of  the  spinal  cord  are  essentially  meet  on  the  median  line,  forming  the  greater 
different  along  its  whole  length.  Every  part  of  the  anterior  column.  The^reater  part 
where  it  appears  to  consist  of  a  ganglionic  oftherestiform  body  descends  into  the  middle 
centre,  supplying  nerves  to  its  particular  column  of  the  spinal  cord,  but  the  posterior 
segment ;  and  of  connecting  fibres,  by  which  part  of  it  unites  with  the  posterior  pyramids 
the  nerves  proceeding  from  any  one  division  to  form  the  posterior  column.  Thus  the 
are  brought  into  relation  with  distant  por-  anterior  column  of  the  spinal  cord  may  be 
tions  of  the  organ,  and  with  the  large  gan-  said  to  pass  upwards  into  the  olivary  body, 
glionic  masses  at  its  anterior  extremity.  In  and  the  non-decussating  portion  of  the  an- 
this  respect,  then,  it  corresponds  precisely  terior  pyramid, — a  small  portion  also  com- 
with  the  double  nervous  cord  of  the  Articu-  municating  with  the  cerebellum  ;  of  the 
lata;  the  only  prominent  differejice  between  middle  column,  a  part  decussates,  and  passes 
the  two  being,  that  in  the  former  the  gan-  forwards  into  the  anterior  pyramid,  whilst 
glionic  matter  is  continuous  from  ono  extre-  another  part  ascends  into  the  restiform  body 
mity  of  the  organ  to  the  other,  whilst  in  the  of  the  same  side ;  and  of  the  poeterior  co- 
latter  it  is  interrupted  at  intervals;  and  in  lumn,  a  part  ascends  into  the  restiform  body, 
the  MoUosca  the  centres  are  still  further  snd  the  remainder  into  the  posterior  pyra- 
separated  from  each  other.  The  connection  mids,  which  do  not  decussate  in  man,  but 
of  the  spinal  cord  with  the  large  ganglia  which  are  stated  by  Valentin  to  do  so  in 
contained  within  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  the  frog. 

is  effected  by  means  of  processes  from  its  On  tracing  upwards  the  fibres  of  the  an* 
superior  extremity,  the  arrrangement  of  terior  pyramids,  they  are  found  to  enter  the 
which  is  somewhat  complex.  This  portion  pons  varolii,  through  which  they  pass, 
of  the  cord,  which  also  lies  within  the  cavity  traversing  the  optic  thalami,  into  the  crura 
of  the  cranium,  has  been  termed  the  medulla  cerebri  ;  they  then  diverge  from  each  other, 
oblongata.  It  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  snd  become  intermingled  with  grey  matter, 
peculiar  seat  of  vitality;  but  the  only  real  forming  the  corpora  striata.  The  fibres  of 
foundation  of  this  idea  is  that  it  is  the  great  the  olivary  body  also  pass  into  the  pons 
centre  of  the  respiratory  actions,  on  the  con-  varolii,  and  there  divide  into  two  bands,  of 
tinuance  of  which  all  the  other  functions  are  which  one  proceeds  upwards  and  forwards 
dependent.  The  brain  may  be  removed  from  to  join  the  eras  cerebri,  whilst  the  other 
above,  and  nearly  the  whole  spinal  cord  from  proceeds  upwards  and  backwards  to  reach 
below,  without  an  immediate  check  being  the  corpora  quadrigemina.  Of  the  restiform 
put  apon  the  nervous  phenomena  of  life.  In  body,  also,  a  part  of  the  fibres  ascend  into 
the  medulla  oblongata  four  different  parts  the  crus  cerebri,  and  pass  on  to  the  optic 
maybe  distinguished  on  each  side;  the  an-  thalami,  where  they  diverge  and  become  inter- 
terior  pyramids,  or  corpora  pyramidalia;  mixed  with  grey  matter;  whilst  the  remain- 
the  olivary  bodies,  or  corpora  olivaria ;  the  der  ascend ,  with  those  of  the  posterior  py ra- 
restiform  bodies,  or  corpora  resti/ormia,  mids,  into  the  cerebellum, 
and  the  posterior  pyramids,  or  processus  a  Thus  the  anterior  column  principally  ter- 
cerebello  ad  medullam.  These  we  shall  now  '  minates  in  the  corpus  striatum  and  corpora 
trace  downwards  into  the  spinal  cord,  and  quadrigemina;  the  middle  in  the  thalamus 
upwards  into  the  encephalon ;  and  the  ^nd  corpus  striatum ;  and  the  posterior  in 
description  I  shall  employ  is  chiefly  that  the  cerebellum,  which  communicates,  bow- 
recently  given  by   Dr.  John  Reid,   which  ever,  with  the  anterior  also. 


appears  to  me  the  most  satisfactory  of  the 

many  which  have  been  put  forth.  OBSERVATIONS 

The  anterior  pyramids  decussate,  as  is 

well  known,  at  their  lower  extremity;  the  ^^ 

principal  part  of  the  fibres  on  each  side  THE  TREATMENT  OF  ANEURISMS. 

passing  over  to  the  other.     The  decussating  

fibres  pass  backwards  and  downwards,  and  ^    ..^  vj-*^    ^r  j*    »^  j«    i  r^ 

enter,  ioTtte  anterior  column  of  the  spinal  ^  "'  ^'"^  '^  "'  ^'*«''  '?«"««• 

cord,  but  the  middle  column,  uniting  with  o\R, 

the  fibres  from  the  restiform  bodies.    The  Should   you    deem   the   following  re- 

smaUer  bundle  of  fibres,  which  do  not  decus-  marks  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  jour- 

sate,  passes  downwards  along  with  those  from  nal,  you  will  oblige  me  by  inserting 

the  olivary  bodies,  to  form  the  anterior  column,  them. — I  am,  sir, 

A  small  band,  however,  proceeds  backwards  Your  obedient  servant, 

to  join  the  cerebellar  column :  this  is  the  Robert  Dickson,  M.D. 

arciform  band  of  Mr.  Solly ;  but  was  pre-  ^^  Finsbnry  Square. 

vionsly  described  by  Rosenthal  and  Rolando.  '  March  lo,  1841 . 
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In  the  Mbdical  Gazbttb  of  the  sioii  of  many  habitual  discharges  in- 
26th  of  February,  it  is  stated  that,  "On  duced  congestion  of  the  vascular  sys- 
Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  Mr.  Par-'  tern,  and  oppression  of  the  brain,  how 
tridge,  at  King's  CoUe^  Hospital,  tied  mnch  more  must  this  be  the  case  with 
the  subclavian  artery  m  the  first  part  those  who  are  th^  subjects  of  operation 
of  its  course,  for  an  aneurism  which  for  aneurism,  in  which  the  blood  which 
had  existed  in  the  vessel  for  about  would  have  been  diflused  over  perhaps 
twelve  months.  After  the  operation  a  fourth  part  of  the  body,  is  confined 
pulsation  was  no  lonser  perceptible  in  to  the  other  three-fourths, 
the  tumor ;  and  for  ue  first  two  dayd  In  most  of  the  operations  for  aneu- 
the  patient,  who  bore  the  operation  rism  scarcely  an  ounce  of  blood  is  lost, 
verv  well,  went  on  as  favourably  as  as  in  Mr.  Allan's  case,  where  not  a  tea- 
could  be  expected.  We  believe  that  spoonful  of  blood  flowed  from  the 
this  is  the  sixth  time  that  the  open^  wound.  This  alone  must  disturb  the 
tion  has  been  performed,  and  in  no  rest  of  the  system,  not  to  mention  the 
case  has  the  individual  ultimately  re-  circumstance  of  a  ligature  being  per- 
covered*  ;  for  we  reject  to  say  that  manently  around  a  lar^  artery,  which, 
Mr.  Partridge's  patient  died  on  the  like  any  other  mechanical  obstruction, 
24th."  always  rouses  the  heart  to  increased 

The  unfiivourable  issue  of  so  many  eflbrts  to  overcome  it,  by  which  more 

operations  for  aneurism  alluded  to  in  blood  is  sent  to  the  brain.    A  j)erusal 

the  concluding  sentence,   recalled  to  of  the  fatal  cases  after  operations  for 

my  mind  some  reflections  I  had  in-  aneurism,  which  may  be  found  in  the 

dulged  in  on  this  subject  many  yean  WS^  ^^  Cooper's  Sursical  Dictionaty, 

ago.  will  convince  any  one  now  many  of  Uie 

In  the  vear  1825,  a  patient  in  the  symptoms  whicn  preceded  death  are 

Edinburffn    Infirmary   was    operated  referable  to  this  condition  of  Uie  cir- 

upon  by  Mr.  Allan  for  an  aneurism  of  culation.    The  great  alteration  in  the 

the  femoral  artery,  by  tyinc^  the  exter-  heart's  action,  and,  by  consequence,  in 

nal  iliac.    The  patient  died  a  few  days  the  state  of  the  brain  and  nervous  sys- 

after  the  oneration,  and,  on  inspection  tem  generally,  which  immediately  fol- 

of  the  body,  no  inflammation  of  the  lows   the  application    of  a   ligature 

neighbouring  parts,  or  any  other  cause,  around  a  large  limb,  or  of  pressure 

deemed  adequate  to  account  for  death,  directly  over    a  considerable    artery, 

was  found.     It  occurred  to  me  that  n^y  be  understood  from  the  following 

death  was  in  all  probability  occasioned  &cts : — 

by  suddenly  throwing  back  upon  the  In  Dnncan's  Medical  Commentaries 
heart  a  lai^  quantity  of  blood,  not  f'or  the  year  1795,  vol.  xix.  p.  271,  is  a 
only  disturbing  its  own  action,  but  in-  communication  firomDr.  KeUie,  respect- 
ducing  a  state  of  brain  similar  to  what  i°g  &n  expeditious,  simple,  and  eflectual 
happens  in  certain  cases  of  apoplexy,  method  of  stopping  the  cold  stage  of  an 
Determining  to  inquire  further  into  intermittent,  and  inducing  the  hot  stage, 
this  matter,  I  consulted  the  works  of  It  consisted  in  applying  a  tourniquet  to 
many  writers  on  surgery,  to  ascertain  the  humeral  artny  in  the  right  arm, 
if  such  a  cause  of  de£th,  and  the  means  and  another  to  the  femoral  artery  in  the 
of  obviating  it,  had  been  mentioned.  ^^  ^^^  In  the  first  case  mentioned 
I  found  no  one  had  directly  noticed  it,  ^7  Dr.  Kellie,  that  of  John  Humphries, 
but  Richerand,  in  his  "  Nosographie  *  second  paroxysm  of  a  tertian  ague 
Chiruigicale,"  had  recorded  a  case  (to  began  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
be  quoted  in  the  sequel),  which  bore  ing.  **  When  I  saw  him  he  was  shak- 
veiy  closely  upon  it  I  reflected,  that  ing  vcir  violently,  and  complained  of 
if  individuals  who  had  submitted  to  headache  and  pain  of  the  loins.  Be- 
amputation  of  any  limb,  in  the  course  ^^  screwing  the  tourniquets  I  counted 
of  the  operation  for  which  a  considera-  Ins  pulse ;  it  was  small  and  hard,  beat- 
ble  quantity  of  blood  is  lost,  yet  sufier  ^E  jnst  100  times  in  GO  seconds.  I 
from  plethora,  and  the  diseases  conse-  P^^*  "  before,  stopped  the  circulation 
quent  upon  it,  and  apoplexy  among  in  both  extremities.  I  kept  a  watch 
others ;  and  if  even  the  slow  suppres-  ^th  a  stop  and  second  before  me,  and 
— -„ _^_  found  that,  in  three  minutes  firom  the 

*Wel>dinre  that  mirivporterwu  not  iniite  obstruction  of  the  circulation  in  the 

correct  in  thUptft  of  hiastatcnent- Ed.  Oas.  extremities,    the  cold   stags  entirely 
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ccBsedj  the  headache  was  easier,  and  derable  arterv,  to  increaae  the  heart's 
the  pain  of  the  loins  entirely  gone,     I  action.     In  tnese  cases  the  effect  was 
kept  the  tourniquets  on  ten  minutes,  beneficial :  not  so  in  aneurism,  where, 
and  now  counted  the  pulse,  which  I  for  the  object  of  the  operation,  the 
found  soft  and  fi^l,  beating  120  in  one  ligature  must  remain,  ana  the  obstruc- 
minute.    He  was  thirsty,  but  had  no  tion  be  permanent.    Other  means  must 
other  complaint."  be  had  recourse  to,  to  obviate  the  evils 
The  same  eflfects  followed  the  appH-  resulting  from  this  state   of  things, 
cation  of  the  tourniq^uets  in  several  The  simple' expedient  which  I  venture 
other  cases  of  intermittent ;   and  Dr.  to  propose  is,  to  relieve  the  system  of 
Kellie  resolved  to  try  the  effect  of  ap-  some  of  the  superfluous  blood  by  re- 
plying theA  to  a  healthy  body ;  and  peated  venesections, 
from  experiments  on  himself  his  report  The  history  of  a  few  cases  of  aneu- 
is — "  1  have  thus  determined  tneir  rism  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  to  shew 
eflects  on  the  healthy  body,  and  find  the  soundness  of  this  recommendation, 
that  they  occasion : —  I  will  begin  with  a  successful  case  of 
Ist.  Great  increase  in  the  velocity  of  operation,  that  of  Mr.  Liston's  case  of 
the  circulation,    as  judged  from  the  ligature  of  the  subclavian  artery,  re- 
pulsation  of  the  heart  and  arteries.  ported  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
2d.  Increase  of  heat  and  flushing  of  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xvi.  p.  348,  ope- 
the  face.  rated  upon  3d  April,  1820  :— 

3d.  Anxiety  and  more  frequent  re-  *'  The  patient  for  some  time  had 
spiration.  bten  confined  to  the  horizontal  pos- 
4th.  The  tourniquets  being  kept  on  ture,  bled  repeatedly,  purged,  and  reli- 
more  than  six  minutes,  induce  a  ten*  giously  starved,  accoraing  to  the  plan 
dency  to  syncope.  of  Valsalva,"    Of  the  operation  it  is 
5th.  The  tourniquets  being  removed,  not  necessary  to  say  any  thing,  except 
and  the  circulation  restored,  the  velo-  that  the  external  jugular  vein  was  m- 
city  of  the  circulation  soon  falls  to  its  vided,  and  the  lower  end  only  secured 
natural  st€mdard,  and  frequently  con-  by  ligature,  the  upper  being  left  untied; 
siderably  below  it."  a  circumstance  to  which,  on  attentive 
A  part  of  Dr.  Kellie's  tabular  view  consideration  of  the  case,  it  will,   I 
may  be  given : —  think,  be  obvious  that  the  man  owed 
"  Pulse  70,  small,  and  rather  hard,  his  safety.     '*  The  constitutional  de- 
before  the  application  of  the  toumi-  rangement  consequent  to  the  operation 
quet.     After  application,  90,  full  and  was  slight.    The  pulse,  in  any  part  of 
bounding.    The  circulation  being  ob-  the  body,  never  was  much  above  100; 
structed  in  two  extremities  for  four  nor  did  the  action  of  the  heart  or  large 
minutes,  heat  and  anxiety :  I  removed  vessels  seem  at  all  disturbed.    On  the 
the  -tourniquets.    84,  full  and  soft,  the  fourth  day  I  dressed  the  wound,  and 
tourniquets  having  been  removed."  found  it  adhering  completely ;  but  a 
In  Mr.  Wardrop's  Treatise  on  Dis-  little  matter  oozed  along  the  ligature, 
eases  of  the  Heart,  published  in  1837»  with  some  small  clots  orblood.    Next 
appendix  F,  an  account  is  given,  by  morning,     betwixt    twelve    and    one 
the  late  Mr.  Hyslop,  surgeon,  of  the  o'clock,  I  was  sent  for  on  account  of 
recovery  of  a  lady  from  severe  syn-  violent  hsemorrhage.    On  my  arrival  I 
cope,  alter  copious  venesection,  by  the  found  him  a  good  deal  exhausted,  and 
accidental  compression  of  the  brachial  surrounded    with    blood,    apparently 
arteries  in  botn  arms,  and  a  proposi*  venous.    On  opening  the  wound  the 
tion  by  him,  laid  before  the  Royal  stream  was  perceived  to  issue  from  the 
Humane  Society,  to  employ  pressure  upper  orifice  of  the  external  jugular 
by  a  tourniquet,  or  any  substitute  for  vein,  which  had  given  way  on  some 
one,  to  the  liumeral  artery,  for  restor-  slight  exertion,  after  the  clots  had  been 
ing  the  powers  of  life  in  persons  appa-  removed  by  the  suppuration.    No  other 
rently  drowned,  or  in  syncope.    Mr.  unfavouraole  occurrence  took  place." 
Hyslop  was  quite  ignorant  of  Dr.  Kel-  So  far  from  considering  this  hsemor- 
lie'B  previous  discoveiy,  and  his  appli-  rhage  as  an  "  untoward  event,"  I  con- 
cation  of  it  was  different;    still  the  ceive  it  was  a  most  fortunate  occnr- 
principle  is  the  same,  that  of  taking  rence — a  salutary  discharge,  which  re- 
advantage  of  the  obstruction  by  the  licved  the  brain  and  system  eenendly 
mecliauical  compression  of  any  consi-  from  a   superfluity  of  blooa,  which 

696. — ^xxviii.  F 


€6     •  DR.  ROBERT  DICKSON  ON  ANEURISMS. 

would  have  produced  mischief  by  its  Mr.  Syme,  recorded  in  the  same  jotunalt 

letention.  yol.  1.  p.  372,  of  ligature  of  the  common 

An  imsuccessful  case,  by  the  same  iliac  artei^.    ''In  the  course  of  the  day 

cyperator,  seems  to  confirm  this  view,  (of  operation)  the  tumor  became  smaller 

It  is  the  case  of  John  M'Intyre,  ope-  '  and  softer.    The  coldness  and  discolo- 

lated  upon  for  subclavian  aneurism  ;  ration  extended  above  the  knee,  and 

and   recorded   in  the    same   journal,  the  patient  complained  of  inability  to 

vol.  xxvii.  p.  4.  keep  any  thing  on  his  stomach.    On 

"  Every  ming  went  on  well  for  some  the  9th  he  was  much  in  the  same  state. 

days.    On  the  fifth  evening  after  the  On  the  12th  he  died.    The  j>eritoneum 

operation,  a  good  deal  of  excitement  shewed  traces  of  much  inflammation, 

took  place :  tne  pulse,  which  had  not  but  not  general  or  very  extensive." 

risen  above    90,  beat    120,    full   and  In  this  case  the  coldness  and  disced- 

strong,  and  accompanied  with  an  in-  loration  of  the  limb  shewed  how  com^ 

crease  of  pain  in  tne  tumor  and  arm«  pletely  the  circulation  through  it  had 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  been  obstructed,  and  the  inability  of 

the  arm,  and  an  anodyne  afterwards  the  stomach  to  retain  any  thin^,  shewed 

exhibited,  with  great  rehef.    Excepting  that  the  brain  had  already  begun  to 

the  occasional  exhibition  of  a  laxative,  sufifer  compression  by  the  recoil  of  the 

no  other  remedies  were  had  recourse  blood  from  the  obstructed  artery.  The 

to.    On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  limited  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum 

day,  Dr.  Sanders,  who  was  so  kind  as  can  scarcely  be  held  to  have  caused 

to  attend  the  patient  during  my  indis-  death,  though  it  may  have  aided  in 

position,  was  sent  for  on  account  of  bringing  alK>ut   the  event.    But  the 

slight  oozinc^  from  the  wound.     In  the  case  already  alluded  to  by  Professor 

evening  a  little  more  blood  escaped,  Richerand  is  the  most  decisive,  and  the 

with  great  relief  of  the  pain  and  throb-  candour  with  which  it  is  narrated  is  as 

bing  at  the  root  of  the  nech,  which  had  instructive  and  worth]^  of  imitation  as 

b€en  all   along   very   considerable,  but  the  casualty  to  which  it  refers  deserves 

which,  for  some  days,  had  been  remarked  to  be-  avoided.     **  A  man,  stroxig  and 

to  be  very  violent.     The    tumor  also  robust,  entered  the  H6pital  St.  Couis, 

collapsed  a  good  deal  after  the  escape  for  a  poj^liteal  aneurism.    After  pre- 

of  tne  blood.      Next   morning  (tne  paring  him  by  some  laxative  drinks, 

14th  after  the  operation)  a  slight  oozing  followed  by  a  purgative,  I  operated 

of  very  dark  and  putrid  blood  again  upon  him  by  Hunter's  process,  and 

took  place,  and  in  tne  evening  recurred  during  the  operation  ^he  patient  did 

to  a  considerable  extent.    It  was  arrest-  not  lose  an  ounce  of  bloocL    The  pa* 

ed  by  compress,  &c.  but  the  patient  tient,  a  man  from  fortv  to  forty-five 

did  not  a^n  rally.  years  of  age,  was  muscular,  and  of  foil 

On  reviewing  the  circumstances  of  habit,  the  &ce  red,  and  I  should  have 

the    precedine^  case,    I  am  perfectly  caused  him  to  be  bled  had  I  not  counted 

satisfied  that  we  fatal  result  is  to  be  on  the  operation  that  it  would  deprive 

attributed  to  the  unfavourable  alteration  him  of  a  certain  quantity  of  blooo.    I 

in  the  coats  of  the  arteries,  and  to  the  could  have  repaired  that  omission,  by 

great  size  which,  from  its  long  duration,  causing  him  to  be  bled  after  the  opera-* 

me  tumor  had  attained."  tion.    I  omitted  this  precaution,  and  my 

I  am  far  from  denying  that  these  negligence,  I  confess  it  with  pain,  was^ 

may  have  had  a  share  m  producing  the  withont  doubt,  the  came  qfhis  death.  In  a 

fatal  result;  but  I  think  it  clear  that  word,  every  thing  went  on  aecordinffto 

the  excess  of  blood  in  the  system  was  my  wishes,  till  one  evening  of  a  not 

the  main  cause.  We  see  vain  efforts  made  and  stormy  day,  for  it  was  the  month  of 

to  get  rid  of  the  superfluity,  in  each  July,  and  the  thermometer  (Reaumur) 

instance  with  relief,  and  I  have  marked  marked  24  degrees,  the  patient  expe*- 

with  italics  a  passage  indicative  of  the  rieneed  a  frightful  apoplexy  Capoplesie 

excited  state  of  the  neart  and  great  ar-  foudroyaniej  :  in  a  moment  the  fece, 

teries.    Had  venesection  been  practised  the  hairy  scalp,  the  sldn  of  the  nedt, 

then,  and  still  more,  on  the  first  rising  of  became  of  a  violet  red  colour ;  the  eyes 

the  pulse,  to  the  extent  of  thirty  or  forty  filled  with  tears  j  the  mouth  foaming ; 

ounces  of  blood,  the  result  might  have  and  in  spite  of  six  successive  bleedings, 

been  diflferent.  the  patient  never  recovered  his  inteui- 

I  will  add  a  short  notice  of  a  case  by  gence,  nor  power  of  articulatioiu  Next 
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day  he  wsb  no  more." — If  oftogrephie  having  two  bruised  and  open  wounds 

Chirurgicale,  p.  220,  totnA  4ieme,  edit  of  the  scaln,  and  it  being  reported  that 

Sietne,  Paris,  l821,  he  had  fallen,  on  the  previous  even- 

I  mibmit  these  cases,  and  the  prac-  ing,  from  a  considerable  height.    The 

fice  recommended,  with  great  deference,  wounds,  which  were  near  each  other, 

to  the  consideration  of  hospital  and  were  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the 

other  surgeons,  as  they  alone  are  com-  head,  over  the  prominence  of  the  pa- 

petent  to  deeide  upon  its  proprietor,  or  rietal  bone,  and  between  that  part  and 

have  the  opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  the  sagittal  suture.     In  one  of  the 

efiect,  shoiua  diey  approve.  wounds  the  bon^jyas  denuded  to  an 

extent  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence. 

The  patient  could   be  easily  roused 

TWO  CASES  from  nis  stupor ;  and  was  then  fretful. 

ILLUSTRATING  THE   EFFECTS   OF  Sf  ^^  .^'■^^.?°*^?  "^I'  ^^^  vomited. 

CONTRE.COUP  ON  THE  BIUIN.  S^^nSto  tife"  SSSSi^; 

was  tranquiL 

T\}  Me  BdUor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  For  the  first  six  days  the  treatment 

gj^  Corresponded    with   what   is   usually 

m      ^  '  *  11  _:       ^    ^    r  *.:...  ^#  adopted  in  cases  of  supposed  concus- 

Th.  two  foUowing  casesof  injury  of  ^^^  ^f  jj^^  ^^.      ^  ^1    g    j  j     , 

the  He«4   which  occun^  witlun   a  purged  with  calomel  and  jalap;  wm 

short  mterrol  of  each  other,  appear  ^^^  f^^  ^■^^   ^^    ^^  afllrVards 

doming  of  being  plawd  on  record,  ^^  ^  ^      ^^    ^^,        ^^      j^ 

^fly  on  account  rfwhatthe  jMi-  i^t*'*'^^       y^  ^^  j^i^  ^^   ^  ^^^^ 

mortem  exammatioM  di8c«ed.    The  dalomelSd  antimony  in  smail  repeated 

rapearances   found  on   dlwectlon  in  doses,  to  the  extent  of  making  his  gums 


--^^^^—j,  ^-- -^-~.^^.  __----,  came  more  sensioie,  lymg  lor  a  con- 

in  severe  injuries  of  the  head,  to  take  giderable  part  of  the  day  awake,  as  if 

gace  at  the  point  opposite  to  where  observing  what  occurred  in  the  ward-, 

Uic  blow  was  rec«ved,  may  pro^  answering  questions  at  times  to  his 

fiibd  bimsing  of  tHe  substance  of  the  ^j^^^s  o?  tfie  nurse ;  and  getting  out 

bwn  at  the  part  opposite  to  the  seat  ^f  ^^  ^^  ^^.^  ^^  (^^^  K^  ^J^y^^ 

of  the  blow,  even  when  the  injupr  has  close-stool.    The  wounds  of  the  scalp 

"?*.^*SL!?  f!?*  'V.'^'^%^^  assumed  an  improved  appearance  anS 

of  the  bone  frt  the  situation  referred  to;  discharged  healthy  pus. 

OT,  as  one  of  the  oises  shows,  when  Qu  the  evemng  of  the  14th,  shortly 

there  has  been  no  fracture  of  the  skull  ^^^^  being  so  well    as  to  liiswer  i 

at  all.    Some  writers,  in  treating  of  question  put  to  him  by  the  nurse,  he 

eomrt^e^;  and  showing  the  applica-  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^i  a  fit  resemblmg  an 

*'r*v^*?''P';°uP^**^^  fJ^^T^^r  epileptic  attack.    For  this  he  was^led 

of  the  bftun,*  have  adverted  to  Ae  ^m*^th6  arm  by  the  house-surgeon ; 

effects  thus  produced  on  distent  Mrts  ^^^  a  fuU  dose  of  calomel  and^alap 

of  the  Drain  by  blows  on  tne  skuii,  ,^^^  admistered 

indejcndentlyof  fracture:  but  I  have  15th.  — He  has  had  several  more 

not,  m  my  reading,  met  with  any  cMcs  gts.     Ttiey  consist  of  a  spasm  and 

that  lUustratc  the  results  of  this  kind  of  convulsion  confined  to  the  right  side  of 

mmrv  m  so  stnkmg  a  manner  as  those  ^he  body.    Each  fit  commences  by  the 

which  I  now  heg  to  send  you.  head  being  drawn  to  the  right  side, 

-_     ^  ^uV^*             ^  the  eyes  being  directed  to  tne  same 

Your  obedient  servant,  rfde,  and  remaining  fixed,  as  loiig  as 

AlsxAndkr  Shaw.  the  fit  lasts,  in  that  oosition ;  the  mus* 

Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square.  cleS  of  the  right  half  of  the  body  now 

Ca«bL--A.  B.  set  28.    This  man  hecome  rigid,  and  presently  the  arm  is 

was  admitted  into  the  Middlesex  Hos-  alternately  bent  and  extended,  while 

pital,  Feb.  8th,  in  a  comatose  state,  ^^^  ^^^«J*  draws  hw  breath  m  a  sue- 

*^ cession  of  snort  rapid  inspirations,  ac- 

•  See  a  CUnical  Lecture  by  Sir  Charlea  BeU,  companied  with  a  crying  sound.     His 

iittDicAft<2AKBm,Yoi.xttt.  stuporis  increased;  yet  the  breathing 
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remains  soft  and  tranquil,  and  both  ceived)  a  considerable  portion  of  the 

pupils  obey  the  stimulus  of  light  in  an  brain  was  found  to  be  broken  down  to 

equal  manner.     The  pulse   varies  in  a  soft  pulp  :   and  from  this  part  it  was 

rapidity  and  force  at  diflerent  times.  obvious  the  blood  effused  around,  and 

16th. — There  is  not  much  alteration  which  extended  likewise  towards  the 

since  yesterday.     At  first  the  fits  were  base  of  the  brain,  had  proceeded.     The 

severe,  but  occurred  only  about  once  particular  portions  of  the  brain  which 

in  every  six  hours  ;  now  they  return  nad  suffered  this  bruising  of  their  tex- 

frequently,  and  are  of  short  duration,  ture  to  the  greatest  degree,  were  the 

The  calomel  and  jalap  have  been  re-  anterior  part  of  the  middle. lobe,  which 

peated,  and  a  large  blister  has  been  hes  in  the  sulcus  formed  by  the  greater 

applied  to  the  nape  of  his  neck.  aia  of  the  sphenoid  bone ;  and  the  pos- 

Evening. — It  is   now  observed  that  terior   edge   of   the  anterior  lobe,   at 

the  right  side  of  the  body,  besides  being  the  most  external  parts.     No  fracture 

affected  with  the    spasms    above  de-  could  be  perceived  in  any  part  of  the 

scribed,  is  paralysed.    Yet  he  preserves  skull, 
sensation  on  that  side.     WTien  pinched 

on  the  right  side,  he  manifests  distinct  Case  II. — A  strongly  built,  muscu- 

signs  of  pain  ;  but  it  is  by  moving  the  lar  man,  was  admittea,  at  one  o'clock 

left  arm,  not  the  arm  that  is  pinched,  p.m.,  March  21  st,   into  the  hospital, 

His  face  being  flushed,  and  the  skin  being  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  oonse- 

hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulse  hard,  he  quent,  as  it  was  reported,  on  a  fall  from 

w^as  bled  from  the  temporal  artery  to  a  ladder.     It  was  stated  by  his  friends, 

the  extent  of  sixteen  ounces.  that  on  the   previous  evening,  while 

17th,  morning.  —  He  is  no  better,  standing  on  a  ladder  about  eleven  feet 

A  consultation  having  been  called,  it  from  the  ground,  he  fell  backwards  and 

was  resolved  to  remove  with  the  tre-  lighted  on  his  head.     He  immediately 

phine  the  portion  of  bone  denuded  in  became  insensible,  and  has  remained 

the  upper  i)aTt  of  the  wound.     This  in  nearly  tlie  same  condition  till  the  pre- 

was  done ;  but  the  dura  mater  under-  sent  time.  Last  night  he  was  visitea  by 

neath  presented  no  unnatural  appear-  a  surgeon,  who  bled  him  at  the  arm. 

ance.     The  fits  continued  during  the  Upon  examining  the  back  of   his 

day  as  frequent  and  as  severe  as  before,  head,  a  bruised  wound  of  the  scalp  was 

He  was  ordered  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  found,  situated  over  the  tubercle  of  the 

tartar  emetic  in  water,  every  two  hours,  occipital  bone.    The  patient,  although 

1 8th. — There  is  no  observable  change  comatose,  could  be  roused,  when  stirred 

in   regard  to  the  convulsions,  except  and  loudly  spoken  to,  so  as  to  open  his 

that  they  perhaps  succeed  each  other  eyes  and  put    out    his  tongue.      He 

more    frequently   than    before,   being  slightly     resisted,    with    both     eyes, 

sometimes  three  in  the  hour.  having  the  eyelids  opened  with  the  fin- 

I9th.— Early  this  morning  he  died.  gers.    It  was  ascertained  that  the  pupils 

Post-mortem  examination, — Upon  re-  were  contracted.     He  was  observea  to 

moving  the  skull-cap,  the  dura  mater  move  his  arms  and  legs.     His  pulse 

presented  a  natural  appearance,    ex-  wm  soft,  and  at  65  :  his  breathing  was 

cept  at  the  point  corresponding  with  noiseless  and  without  labour.     He  was 

the  trcphinea  hole  in  the  skull,  wliere  ordered  a  powder  consisting  of 

some  granulations  had  risen.     When  j^i^p^  g„.  «.,  and  Calomel,  grs.  v.    To 

the  dura  mater  was  reflected,  so  as  to  .      have  his  head  shaved,  and  a  cold  lotion 

expose  the  brain,  an  effusion  of  blood  applied, 

wasfoundextcndingover  the  lateral  part  ^t         i    •         •  ..  i  .      , 

of  the  left  hemisphere:  but  upon  the  ,•   T°^  ^^^"/  vi^i^H  m  the  evening, 

right  hemisphere  there  was  no  similar  ^f  ^^^^  was  found  flushed,  with  drops 

effusion,  or  anV  morbid  change.    The  ^^  perspiration  on  it ;   and  the  pulse 

effusion  of  blood  on  the  left  hemisphere  ^'^  ^'^^^'^  ^ ^'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^-     He  was 

formed   a  thui   layer,  spread  equally  ^^^^""^^ 

over  the  surface,  except  at  the  temple,  ^'  S.  ad  .'^xvi. ;  and  to  commence  takin^^ 

where   the   clot  was    more  abundant.  Calomel,  grs.  ii.,  with  Tartar  Emetic, 

On  examining  this  part  (which,  follow-  ^'^'  *•  ^^^^  ^^^^  hours, 

ing  an  oblique  line  from  above  down-  22d,  3  o'clock  a.m.— I  was  summoned 

wards,  was  to  be  accounted  the  point  to  the  hospital  in  the  night,  under  an 

opposite  to  where  the  blow  was  re-  alarm  that  the  patient  was  dying.     It 
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Appeared  at  the  time  that  the  attack  began  below  tlie  tubercle  of  the  occi- 
had  proceeded  from  mucus  accumu-  pital  bone,  and  was  traced  on  the  left 
lated  in  the  air-passages,  and  the  pa-  side  of  the  perpendicular  ridge.,  to  the 
tient  had  not  strength  to  expectorate,  foramen  magnum.  Although  a  careful 
He  recovered  after  the  house-surgeon  examination  was  made,  no  injury  of 
had  swept  with  his  finger  some  triick  the  skull  could  be  detected  in  front, 
mucus  from  the  back  of  nis  throat.  It  where  the  brain  was  so  extensively  de- 
was  subsequently  noticed  that  in  his  stroyed. 

breathing,  although  it  appeared  eiLsy, 

the  thorax  was  remarkably  fixed,  so 

that  its  motion  could  scarcely  be  ob-  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  IRIS. 

served ;  and  the  attempts  that  he  made  

to  cough  were  feeble   and  imperfect. 

During  this  day  his  stupor  appeared  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
more  profound.     He  tdlowed  his  arms 

to  faU  when  raised,  as  if  they  were  ''*"» 

paralytic.  His  legs  are  never  moved.  If  in  the  following  view  of  tlie  func- 
His  urine  and  fa'ces  pass  from  him  tions  of  the  iris  tliere  is  any  thing  new, 
involmitarily.  The  pupils  are  still  and  at  the  same  time  plausible  enough 
contracted.  As  his  head  was  hot,  and  to  deserve  consideration,  you  will  per- 
his  pulse  lather  full,  twelve  leeches  haps  Iiave  the  goodness  to*  submit  it  to 
were  ordered  to  be  applied  to  his  tern-  tlie  criticism  of  such  of  your  readers 
pies,  andafterwards  a  bladder  of  ice  to  as  may  take  an  interest  in' the  incjuiry. 
be  kept  to  his  head.  The  calomel  and  The  iris  is  subject  to  eontrfielion  from 
antimony  are  continued.  two  difierent  sources;  the  one  vital, 
23d. — At  five  this  morning  he  died,  the  other  animal.  The  former  kind  of 
Dissection.  —  Some  eccliymosis  was  action  is  intended  to  mitii^^ite  excess  of 
found  at  the  back  part  of  his  head,  light,  and  thereby  prevent  injury  to  the 
where  he  fell.  Upon  removing  the  skull-  retina;  an  arrangement  which' would 
cap,  the  dura  mater  presented  its  na-  seem  indispensable,  when  we  reflect 
tural  appearance.  When  this  mem-  upon  the  immense  difference  in  the 
branc  w^as  reflected,  a  layer  of  blood  quantity  of  light  impinging  upon  the 
was  found"  to  be  effused  over  the  ante-  eye  at  different  times,  from  the  first 
rior  parts  of  the  right  and  the  left  he-  break  of  dawn  to  the  full  blaze  of  a 
misxmeres  of  the  brain,  being  contained  meridian  sun.  For  if  the  limits  of 
between  the  dura  mater  and  arachnoid  scnsibiHty  in  the  optic  nerve  may  be 
membrane.  This  blood  was  most  com]pared  with  that  of  the  nervous  sys- 
abundant  where  the  anterior  lobes  lodge  tcm  m  general,  it  is  evident  that  the 
on  the  orbital  plates  of  the  frontal  retina  could  not  react  sensibly  upon 
bone.  Here  the  brain  was  extensively  the  lesser  quantity  of  light,  without 
bruised,  and  converted  into  a  substance  suffering  a  destructive  excitation  by 
consisting  qf  coagulated  blood  mixed  the  greater.  In  modern  terms  this 
with  brain.  The  anterior  lobes  being  kind  of  contraction  is  <;aid  to  be  a  result 
sliced  down,  the  injury  was  found,  of  the  reflex  function.  The  other  ac- 
especially  on  the  right  side,  to  have  tion  of  the  iris  is  voluntary,  and  in- 
reached  very  deeply ;  so  that  a  commu-  tended  not  only  to  adapt  the  focal 
nication  existed  between  the  broken-  distance  of  the  retina  to  the  external 
down  part  and  the  anterior  cornu  of  distance  of  its  object,  but  likewise  to 
the  ri^ht  lateral  ventricle  ;  and  a  con-  enable' us  to  judge  of  that  distance  by 
fiideraole  quantity  of  blood,  obviously  the  accompanying  sensation  of  effort ; 
derived  from' the  ruptured  vessels  of  the  the  degree  of  convergence  of  the  eyes 
braised  part,  was  extravasated  into  this  and  other  inferences  being  auxiliary 
ventricle,  and  extended  likewise  into  means  to  the  same  end. 
the  left  ventricle.  At  the  posterior  It  is  generally  admitted  that  a  vary- 
part,  where  the  blow  had  been  received,  ing  convexity  of  the  cornea  is  the 
no  marks  of  injury  to  the  substance  of  means  by  which  correct  impressions  of 
the  brain  could  be  perceived;  on  the  objects  at  difterent  distances  are  at- 
contrary,  both  cereorum  and  cere-  tained.  But  how  it  is  eficcted  is  not 
bellmn  presented  a  sound  appearance  satisfactorily  explained.  Some  refer 
at  this  part.  Nevertheless,  a  fissure  of  the  phenomena  to  an  inherent  activity 
the  skull  existed  here.     This   fissure  of  mQ  cornea,  and  others  to  the  acti- 
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Tity  of  the  external  muscles  of  the  adhesive,  and  wh^  •alsp  Uie  pupil  is 
eye.  closed  in  sleejp ;  since  it  does  not  in^ 
In  the  present  state  of  physiology,  ply  a  relaxation  of  the  muscle,  but  ^ 
perhaps  no  yery  cogent  argument  can  predominance  of  the  vital  over  the 
he  advanced,  either  to  support  or  refute  animal  powers ;  of  a  constraint  over  a 
the  former  opinion ;  and  it  appears  to  periodic  energy.  During  our  waking 
the  writer  tnat  the  advocates  of  the  nours  the  pupil  is  kept  dilated  by  the 
latter  are  satisfied  with  a  very  clumsy  desire  and  wish  to  see,  and  the  reflex 
mechanism  for  enlarging  or  contract-  action  which  modulates  the  Hffht  is  in 
in^  the  segment  of  a  sphere,  so  nicely  so  far  antagonistic  to  the  voluntary ; 
adjusted  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  but  there  is  another  antagonism  be- 
here  requires.  On  the  contrary,  a  cir-  tween  the  voluntary  expansion  and 
cular  muscle  attached  to  the  circumfer-  contraction  of  the  iris  when  we  accom- 
ence  of  the  cornea,  a  bow-string  appa-  modate  our  vision  to  the  distance  of  the 
ratus  in  the  interior  of  the  eve,  namely  object  If  this  view  be  correct  it  will 
the  iris,  would  seem  just  tne  kind  of  assist  in  explaining  the  phenomenon 
mechanism  required.  For  it  may  be  that,  in  transfixing  our  sight  from  a 
presumed  to  act  equally  upon  every  distant  to  a  near  object  in  the  same 
point  of  its  attachment,  and  thus,  by  a  line,  as  from  a  remote  object  in  the 
Kind  of  hour-glass  contraction^  elon-  landscape  to  a  speck  on  the  window, 
sate  the  diameter  of  the  eye  in  the  there  is  a  sensible  diminution  of  the 
oirection  required ;  whilst  in  its  lami-  pupil,  which  would  not  take  place  were 
nated  texture,  resembling  the  springs  the  iris  desired  for  no  other  purpose 
of  a  coach,  we  find  in  the  cornea  a  smt-  than  the  excmsion  of  light,  since  the 
able  provision  for  admitting  alterations  eye  in  this  experiment  is  exposed 
of  convexity.  Nor  is  this  a  singular  to  the  same  volume  of  light  in  both 
instance,  as  every  physiologist  knows,  cases.  The  motion  observed  in  the 
of  an  organ  presiding  over  a  double  iris  of  the  parrot,  and  of  birds  in  gene- 
function,  the  one  vital,  the  other  ani-  ral,  and  which  is  described  aa  yoluu-r 
mal.  It  must,  however,  be  observed,  tary,  ma^  perhi^M  admit  of  a  similar 
we  cannot  assijgrn  these  two  functions  explanation.  The  eyes  are  placed  on 
to  the  iris,  without  also  recognizing  each  side  of  the  head,  so  that  they 
two  paints  d^ampui — ^the  external  and  cannot  both  be  brought  to  bear  dis- 
the  pupillar  edges — and  that  neither  of  tinctly  upon  the  same  object.  When 
them  IS  absolutely  fixed.  In  graduat-  no  particular  object  is  present  to  excite 
ing  the  light  to  the  sensibility  of  the  especially  the  animal's  attention,  both 
optic  nerve,  it  is  the  outer  edge  that  is  ejes  are  equally  susceptible  of  impres- 
cniefly  fixed,  whilst  the  pupular  ed^  sions,  but  when  the  attention  is  ar* 
fs  moveable,  but  in  makine^  a  focal  ad-  rested  on  either  side,  the  power  of  vision 
justment  the  interior  edge  pecomes  the  is  transferred  principally  to  that  sidey 
point  d'appm,  and  the  outer  one  is  and  withdrawn  in  the  same  proportion 
moveable :  for  here,  as  in  other  from  the  other.  It  is  well  known  th;|t 
sphincters  which  have  a  tendency  to  when  we  close  one  of  our  eyes  the 
contract  suA  qxmte,  we  can  by  a  volun-  pupil  of  the  other  is  proportionallv 
tary  effort  either  overcome  or  augment  dilated  i  the  probable  reason  pf  whicn 
the  contraction.  The  action  of  the  is,  that  it  requires  a  stimulus  twice  as 
muse,  orbic.  palpebr.  may  serve  as  an  great  from  one  organ  as  from  two  to 
illustration.  For  in  laictation,  which  efiectthe  same  nervous  reaction.  To 
may  be  compared  to  contraction  of  the  the  human  species,  however,  it  is  not 
iris  through  increase  of  light,  (both  natural  to  s^e  with  one  eye  in  preference 
being  effects  of  the  reflex  function),  to  the  other,  nor  can  a  simple  effort  of 
the  motion  produced  scarcely  extends  the  will  accomplish  it.  The  enlarged 
to  the  circumjacent  parts,  whilst  a  for-  pupil  is  therefore  consequent  and  ii|* 
cible  closure  of  the  eve-lids  is  attended  voluntary,  whilstin  the  animals  spoken 
by  a  depression  of  the  eye-brows  and  of,  which  can  only  see  attentively 
a  corrugation  of  the  surroimding  parts,  with  one  eye  at  a  time,  it  may  nc^ 
evincing  a  centripetal  action  of  the  seem  irrational  to  conclude  that  it  14 
whole  muscle.  If  the  reflex  action  has  a  voluntary  dilatation  which  conlera 
a  natural  disposition  to  close  the  sphinc-  the  preference.  Whether  any  analogy 
ters,  we  may  surmise  the  reason,  why,  be  traceable  in  the  distended  eyelioo. 
n  foetal  life,  they  are  imperforate  or  as  depicted  in    surprise,   adminition,p 
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horror,  or  any   emotion   implying  a  manded  of  the  majority  of  those  who 

powerful  effort  of  attention,  I  leave  to  A,^r-^  ♦«  k-  ^^a:^  i          i^*'            f 

the  opinion  of  the  reader.-i  am,  sir,  ,^?  ^^.  ^^  ™^<^^  practitioners,  for 

Your  ohedient  servant,  ^°^  irresistible  reason,  that  they  cannot 

Zeta.  afford  it.     But  this  objection  applies 

•  only  to  the  general  instructional  part 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  L'l.ril^SeSpirnai  l^oZt, 

f>ictoy,4pn7  2, 1841.  nor  to  the  mode  of  study  adopted  in 

colleges  ;   and   We   cannot  but  admit 

••  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  digfiiltatem  that  much  benefit  would  accrue  from 

ArihMedicm  tueri;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in  -.u^    o,1««f;««    «r   ^      «  *  •       j                 e 

pabUcum  ait,  dicendi  periculum  non  rccu8o.»»  ^"^  adoption   of  a   certain   degree   of 

CxcBRo.  college-discipline  and  mode  of  tuition 

""~~  in  medical  schools. 

ON  MEDICAL  COLLEGES.  Medical  students  commonly  come  to 

We  return  to  Mr.  Green's  pamphlet  on  the  London  schools  at  the  same  age  as 

Medical  Reform,  the  topics  introduced  others  commence  their  graduation  at  a 

into  which  were  too  numerous  and  im-  university ;   but  under  what  different 

portant  to  be  treated  of  in  a  single  circumstances  do  the  members  of  each 

paper ;  and  the  portion  we  shall  now  class    find   themselves   placed  ?     We 

choose  for  comment  will  probably  come  need   not     imagine,     for    every    one 

best  at  the  present  time,  when  the  niust  have  known,  instances  in  which 

subject  of  improvements  in  one  of  our  two  companions  and  fellow  students 

oldest  and  model  universities  has  been  have  parted  —  the  one  to  graduate  at 

so  recently  under  consideration.  Oxford,  or  at  Cambridge ;  the  other  to 

One  of  the  positions  on  which  Mr.  voalk  some  hospital.  The  first  is  con- 
Green  most  confidently  rests  is  briefly  signed  to  the  charge  of  a  tutor  who  is 
this : — "  That  it  is  only  in  universities  responsible  for  his  intellectual  and 
and  colleges  that  we  can  expect  to  find  moral  culture;  his  whole  course  of  C9n- 
tbe  conditions  under  which  an  adequate  duct  and  management  is  laid  down  for 
medical  education,  and  a  suitable  him;  he  is  made  amenable  to  well- 
professional  training,  can  be  accom-  planned  laws  of  discipline ;  he  is  en- 
plished ;"  and  he  therefore  trusts  that  tered  a  member  of  a  society  whose 
we  may  yet  see  all  the  medical  rules  he  is  compelled  to  obey,  to  be- 
schools  of  the  metropolis  connected  long  to  which  is  deemed  an  honour, 
With  colleges,  in  each  of  which  we  and  to  disgrace  which  is  punished  with 
might  find  a  school  for  elementary  the  hundred-fold  disgrace  of  the  delin- 
instruction,  a  senior  department  for  ^Uent;  every  inducement  to  diligence 
instruction  in  those  knowledges  which  and  propriety  that  ambition,  interest, 
are  common  to  all  the  professions  (the  self-respect,  and  social  order  can  sug- 
literary  arts  and  sciences),  and  a  me-  gest,  is  held  out  to  him ;  as  far  as  pos- 
dicfid  department  for  the  studies  pto-  sible  his  domestic  comfbrt  is  provided 
perly  medical.  fbr ;  and  he  is  placed  in  a  position,  df 

In  an  article  recently  published  we  all  that   can  be  imagined   the  most 

shewed  that  a  university  education  in  enviable    for    one    with    his    objects, 

the  arts  and  sciences,  bearing  in  any  Of  all  men  under  discipline  the  graduate 

respect   the  characters,  and  insuring  is  the  least  sensibly,  though  in  reaKty 

any  reasonable  portion  of  the  advan-  very  strictly,  restrained;    and  of  all 

tages,  of  that  pursued  at  (for  example)  possible  circumstances,  those  in  which 

Cambridge  or  Oxford,  cannot  be  dc-  he  is  placed  have  always  appeared  to 
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us  the  most  nearly  to  perfection  adapted  young  medical  student  in  London  are 
for  the  cultiyation  of  the  intellectual  in  a  word,  almost  as  utterly  hostile 
and  moral  character.  That  in  many  to  his  progress  in  professional  know* 
cases  even  these  circumstances  fail  to  ledge,  as  those  of  the  university  gra- 
produce  their  intended  effect,  is  only  a  '  duate  are  favourable  to  the  culture  of 
proof  that  they  partake  of  the  imper-  the  intellect ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  sur- 
fection  common  to  all  things;  but,  on  prise  to  us,  not  that  so  many,  but  that 
the  other  hand,  the  brilliant  results  that  so  few  of  the  former,  lose  ail  the  ad- 
they  have  fostered,  and  which  are  evi-  vantages  that  they  ought  to  obtain  from 
denced  in  the  matchless  learning  and  their  attendance  at  the  schools.' 
eminent  morality  which,  issuing  from  Of  course  all  these  things  can  only 
our  universities,  have  spread  their  in-  be  said  in  general.  In  niunerous  in- 
fluence over  all  the  land,  and  have  so  stances,  talent,  and  the  love  of  exer- 
much  contributed  to  place  England  cising  it,  ambition,  necessity,  a  natu- 
highest  in  the  scale  of  civilized  nations  rally  steady  disposition — one  or  all  of 
— ^these  are  fully  sufficient  to  prove  that  these,  are  sufficient  to  resist  the  pressure 
the  system  could  not  be  generally  imi-  of  circumstances,  and  the  medical  stu^ 
tated  ¥rithout  producing  the  most  de-  dent,  in  spite  of  all  the  disadvantages 
sirable  consequences.  of  his  position,  works  on,  and  attains 

Now,  let  us  contrast  with  the  circum-  an    admirable    result   of  professional  * 

stancesof  the  university  graduate,  those  knowledge.    But  if  he  does  this,  it  is 

of  the  medical  student,  who,  up  to  this  in  spite  of  his  circumstances ;  whereas, 

period  of  his  life,  has  been    placed  if  a  university  graduate  of  the  same 

under  the  same   or  very  similar  cir-  disposition  and  talent  does  not  obtain 

cumstances.    On  his  arrival  in  London  a  similar  result,  it  is  in  spite  of  his  cir- 

he  is  left,  in  ordinary  cases,  entirely  to  cumstances  that  he  fails ;  on  himself 

his  own  guidance ;   often,  the  choice  alone  can  the  blame  rest, 
even  of  the  school  at  which  he  shall        If  these  things  be  only  generally 

study  is  left  to  his  own  discretion ;  and  true,  it  must  be  evident  that  advantage 

in  the  best  of  cases  he  is  only  furnished  would  result  firom  the  introduction  of  a 

with  letters  of  introduction  to  one  or  certain  amount  of  College  system  into 

more  of  his  future  teachers  or  hospital  our  medical  schools.      The  mode  in 

surgeons,  from  whom  all  that  he  can  which   this  might   be    effected  it  is 

expect  to  receive  is  a  certain  amount  of  certainly  difficult  to  suggest;  yet  we 

advice  as  to  what  courses  of  lectures  do  not  think  the  obstacles  to  it  aie 

he  must  enter  to,   and  what  general  insuperable ;  and  indeed,  as  far  as  the 

scheme  of  instruction  he  must  follow,  projection  of  a  scheme  goes,  we  believe 

Beyond  this  he  receives    no  counsel*  they  have  already  been  surmounted  at 

and  is  entirely  imguided;  his  choice  of  Guy's  HospitaL  It  has,  we  understand, 

residence,  of  associates,  and  of  mode  of  been  long  in  contemplation  there  to 

life,  areleftentirely  to  himself;  andheis  have  rooms  provided  in  the  precincts 

thus  abruptly,  and  unguarded,  placed  of  the  Hospital  for   all  the  medical 

in  circumstances,  of  which,  for  one  that  students,  with  a  common    Hall    and 

wUl  lead  him  to  steadiness  and  appli-  Commons,  and  to  appoint  tutors,  who 

cation,  a  hundred  will  tempt  him  to  should  both    guide    the  studies,  and 

idleness,  and  to  the  waste  of  the  brief  exercise  a  certain    control   over   the 

time  that  is  allowed  him  for  acquiring  conduct,  of  their  students;  to  form,  in 

the  knowledge  that  must  serve  him  for  short,  as  far  as  possible,  a  medical  col- 

his  life.     The  circumstances   of   the  lege  on  the  plan  of  the  Colleges  of  our 


ON  MSDICAX.  GOLLBGBS.  7^ 

UniTerrities.  But  we  fear  that  it  is  in  students  were  greater  than  could  be 
Guy's  Hospital  alone  that  the  main  accommodated,  the  seniors  among  them 
difficulty,  resulting  from  the  opposition  should  be  those  obliged  to  reside  with- 
of  the  Hospital  Governors,  is  already,  out  the  College  walls. .  There  should 
by  the  energy  and  good  sense  of  the  be  a  common  hall  for  dinner,  for  which 
TVeasurer,  overcome ;  in  others,  a  each  student  should  pay  a  certain  mo- 
scheme  of  the  same  kind  would  pro-  derate  sum  during  his  residence  ) 
bably,  for  a  time,  be  thought  in-  breakfast  commons  should  be  provided 
admissible.  ^However,  there  can  at  some  reasonable  late,  lor  all  resid- 
be  little  doubt,  if  the  advantages  ing  in  the  College ;  and  servants 
which  a  scheme  of  this  kind  would  should  be  appointed  and  paid  by  the 
ofier  to  the  students  were  fairly  set  College  authorities,  to  attend  each  on 
forth,  this  opposition  from  the  Go-  a  certain  number  of  the  resident  stu- 
vemofs  of  hospitals  would  not  long  dents.  In  all  these  and  similar  things 
continue.  The  same  common-sense  of  domestic  management,  the  system 
which  induced  their  predecessors  slowly  now  prevalent  in  Cambridge,  or 
to  open  their  wards  for  clinical  study,  Oxford,  (and  which,  as  it  is  the  result 
and  then  slowly  to  permit  the  erection  of  some  centuries  of  experience,  is  pro- 
of theatres,  dissecting-rooms,  and  la*  bably  more  nearly  perfect  than  any 
boratories  in  the  hospital  precincts,  and  new  one  that  can  be  suggested),  might 
which  has  now,  at  length,  induced  the  be  followed  $  and  we  are  quite  sure 
hospital  authorities,  in  nearly  every  that  if  a  College  system  were  adopted, 
instance,  to  afford  to  the  interests  of  even  ho  further  than  this,  it  would  be 
the  medical  schools  much  of  their  en-  sufficient  to  change  the  mode  of  life  of 
couragement,  and  sometimes  even  a  the  medical  student,  which  is  now 
portion  of  their  funds,  would  doubtless  most  dangerous  or  most  uncomfortable, 
be  sufficient,  in  time,  to  lead  them  to  for  one  which  would  afford  a  high  de- 
admit  the  propriety  of  having  a  regular  gree  of  social  comfort  and  security, 
establishment  for  those  whom  they  now  But  the  system  should  not  rest  here, 
recognize  as  scarcely  more  than  per-  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  tutors  to 
mitted  visitors.  -  have  the  superintendence  not  only  of 
Supposing  this  difficulty  (which,  the  domestic  arrangement  of  the  Col- 
moieover,  would  exist  only  in  those  leges,  but  of  the  studies  of  the  pupils, 
schools  that  are  attached  to  the  large  From  no  small  experience  we  are  con- 
hospitals)  to  be  overcome,  the  following  vinced  that  one  of  the  greatest  difficul- 
may  be  mentioned  as  the  main  objects  ties  the  student  has  to  contend  with 
to  be  had  in  view  in  the  conversion  of  is  his  ignorance  of  how  and  what  he  is 
what  are  now  mere  day-schools  into  to  study— a  difficulty  so  great,  that  the 
colleges.  A  home  should  be  provided  majority  even  of  those  best  disposed  to 
for  as  many  as  possible  of  the  students,  work  utterly  lose  their  first  three  or 
by  providing  furnished  rooms  for  them  four  months  in  trying  to  find  out  what 
in  one  or  more  buildings  in  the  imme-  they  should  study,  or  in  a  vain  at- 
diate  vicinity  of  the  hospital  and  tempt  to  ^tudy  every  thing,  or  in 
school;  these  buildings  being  kept  learning  that  which  they  had  far 
exclusively  for  the  students  and  their  better  postpone  to  a  later  period.  And 
tutors,  of  whom  one  or  more  should  be  even  when  one  does  hit  upon  the 
resident  The  first  year's  students,  right  object  of  pursuit,  it  is  no  easy 
especially,  should  be  thus  provided  matter  for  him,  if  his  mind  have 
with  rooms,  and  if  the   number   of  not  been  more  than  commonly  disci- 
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plinedy  to  determine  how  he  should 
study,  or  to  decide  from  time  to  time 
how  much  he  knows,  and,  judging 
from  his  past  progress,  to  tell  what 
his  further  comse  should  he.  At  pre- 
sent, the  only  guidance  a  student  can 
find  in  these  difficulties  is  the  advice 
of  one  or  mose  of  his  teachers ;  hut  to 
any  one  who  is  cognizant  of  medical 
spools  we  need  not  say  that  this  is 
quite  insufficient.  Besides,  the  diffi- 
culty is  commonly  one  which,  though 
important,  is  not  felt  till  it  is  too  late ; 
till,  at  some  examination,  the  student 
finds  himself  deficient  in  a  subject  at 
which  he  had  perhaps  worked  haitl, 
and  with  which  he  had  thought  him- 
self familiar. 


Interior,  which,  onder  certohi  droamstuiees, 
is  capable  of  beooming  granular,  and  of  es- 
caping from  the  envelope  in  the  form  of 
small  globules,  the  general  number  from 
eaeh  d&  being  about  six  or  seven ;  and  that 
the  discs  may  present  either  a  bi-oonveK  or 
bi-ooncave  surface :  the  latter  form  being  by 
far  the  most  common. 

The  author  has  hitherto  failed  In  making 
out  the  eadstenoe  of  a  central  spot  or  nu*- 
cleus,  as  usually  described.  He  declines 
stating  for  the  present  wkt  he  has  ascer- 
tained the  contained  globules  to  be,  intending 
to  lay  before  the  society,  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, not  only  this  but  also  an  account  of 
the  important  part  played  by  them  in  some 
of  the  effects  of  inflammation. 

The  author  describea  at  oootiderBble  length 
the  appearances  presented  by  the  granules, 
both  in  the  act  of  escaping  from  the  discs 
and  afterwards,  pointing  out  the  confirma- 
tion fumadied  by  his  observations  of  the 
correctness  of  the  description  given  by 
Leuwenhoeck  of  the  appearance  presented 


er  ones.     The  author'a 

description  was  illustrated  by  a  series  of 
drawings  of  the  discs  and  granules,  as  seen  in 
the  microscope. 

A  case  of  partial  Softening  qf  the  right 
Cwpue  Striatum  and  left  Lobe  qf  the 
CerebelluMf  with  imperJM  Pmr^lgHe  qf 
the  Itft  Arm  and  right  Leg.  By  Dr. 
Ba-kkkr. 

The  patient  is  described  as  having  suddenly 


To  remedy  all  this,  the  only  suffi-    by  the  globules  of  blood ;  that  distinguished 
cicnt  plan  that  we  can  imagine  is  one    observer  having  describedjadi  disc  as  com- 
that  would  realize  a  mow  personal  and    5!!::i„lr„rt}lr"  ""      '"^  """    " 
indiyidnal  instruction ;  one  in  which 
each   atodont   separately    should    be 
under  guidanoe,  and  in  which  the  mind 
of    each  should  have  that  direction 
given  to  it  for  which  it  is  best  adapted, 
or  which  is  most  necessary.    Nor  do 
we  know  any  system  by  which  this 

can  be  carried  on  except  that  of  hitors,    lost  ail  sensation,  and  almost  aU  power  of 
who,  not  being  lecturers,  or  in  addition    motion,  in  the  left  arm  and  right  leg ;  neither 

.      ^1.  .    1     i ui«-     -1 1 J  u^  ^ the  intellect,  nor  any  of  the  organs  of  sense. 

to   then-  lectureships,   should  be  con-     having  been  affected  before,  or  bdng  affedS 

stantly  examining   every   student   of     after  the  attack.    The  only  preceding  symp- 

the  school,  Bnd  appointing  to    each    ton  had  been  muscular  wodmess. 

She  appeared  to  have  undergone  a  fit, 
which  lasted  half  an  hour,  about  five  months 
before. 

Between  her  admission  into  St.  Thomases 
Hospit^  Sept.  15,  1840,  and  her  death,  she 
regained  the  complete  power  of  retaining  her 
evacuations,  which  had  been  lessened,  though 
not  destroyed  by  the  last  attack ;  and  up 
to  the  3d  of  November  her  other  paralytic 
■  symptoms  had  diminished.     On  that  day  a 

fit  occurred,  and  was  repeated  on  January  die 
Oheertatione  on  the  Blood  Di$e§  and  th^ir    (^^^  i3t|,^  ^nd  23d.     In  a  tew  houn  after 
contenti.    By  John  Qubkbtt,  Student     jj^  ig^  g^  ^^  ^[^^ 

of  Human  and  Comparative  Anatomy  at  Her  pulse  had  been  uniformly  slow  and 
the  Boyal  College  of  Surgeons.  [Commu-  feeble.  Her  strength  had  been  supported, 
mcated  by  Dr.  PereiFa.]  gn^  no  active  treatment  adopted. 

The  author's  observations  in  the  paper  Senun  was  found  on  examination  mder 
whose  title  haa  just  been  given,  lead  him  to  the  arachnoid  of  the  brain ;  otherwise  it  was 
fhe  following  conclusions : — ^That  each  red  healthy,  except  in  two  points,  in  which  tiiere 
particle  of  human  blood  is  a  flattened  oircu*  was  a  softened  portion  of  a  medullary  sub- 
lar  disc,  conaisting  of  an  outer  membrane  or  stanee,  namely,  in  the  right  corpus  stristum , 
envelope,  with  a  gelatiniform  fluid  in  its     and  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebellum. 


his.  appropriate  work. 
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the  oniie  of'detthin  thii  oMe  the  au-  profewion  generally,  ^o  may  feel  disposed 

thor  pcoRunes  to  have  existed  in  the  softened  to  favour  me  with  a  visit  at  my  laboratory, 

fninCs,  which  he  considecs  as  not  of  the  to  witness  the  dissection  and  preparations  of 

aatxire  of  apoplectic  clots,  or  of  ramollisse*  the  principal  remedial  agents..    The  first,  in 

■nent,  and  he  considers  the  mode  in  which  order  of  time,  will  be  Conium,  on  whichy 

this  leaion  produced  death  as  different  in  should  the  weather  continue  favourable,  I 

kind  from  what  is  usually  observed  where  shall  commence  operations  on  Wednesday, 

Ofganic  disease  after  long  quiescence  becomes  the  7  th  of  April.    The  next  article  will  be 

the  GUise  of  death.     Ue  presumes,  there-  Hyoscyamus,  and  the  next  Belladonna.  The 

fore,  titat  this  event  was  attributable  to  dis*  remaining  recent  plants,  as  Aconite,  Digi- 

case  distant  from  the  part  primarily  affected,  talis,  &c.  will  be  operated  on  as  they  come 

The  author  in  conclusion  points  out  the  into  season ;  and  the  other  articles  of  the 

discrepancies  between  the  jdienomena  of  tins  Materia  Medica,  as  Aloes,  Cinchona,  Opium, 

case  and  thf  general  rules  laid  down  in  re-  &c.    in  alphabetical  order.     All  my    pre- 

gard  to  the  relation  between  affected  po'r-  viousoperations  on  these  and  other  drugs  are 

tiooa  of  hrain  and  the  paralysed  parts  of  the  recorded  at  length  in  the  Laboratory  Journal, 

body,  and  expresses  has  opinion  that  these  which  is  a£  all  times  open  for  inspection, 

mks  at  piaent  rest  on  an  imperfectfoonda-  I  am,  sir,  . 

tioo.  Tour  obedient  servant. 

No  discnasiffn  took  place  of  sufficient  in*  RrcHAnn  Battlky. 

tenttonrport.  Ubgjtojr^Crijp^ 

[Hie  next  meeting  of  ttie  sodety  will  be    , ■ 

oo  Tuesday,  the  13th  instant.]  MEDICAL  REFORM. 


MR.  BATTLEY'S  LABORATORY.  ^  '*♦  ^^''^  ^  '**  ^^^"^  ^^^"•- 

Sib, 

__    _,    _         »  tr   J   B >  DuwNO  the  present  time  the  question  of 

jyf  SirHemry  Hazard,  Bmrt.  medical  reform  has  excited  the  attention  of 

Sin,  the  proftoion  firom  one  end  of  the  kingdom 

Ik  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  Phar*  tothe  other  i  and  however  secluded  the  plaoe 

maoeutic  Memane,  I  must,  in  the  first  in-  may  be,  and  however  antiquated  the  notions 

stance,  hcg  to  be  allowed  to  thank  you  for  and  customs  of  the  town  or  neighbourhood 

the  nnmerous  opportunities  ydft  have  afforded  in  which  a  member  of  the  profession  may 

me  at  the  CoUega  of  Physicians  of  submitting  pursue  his  calling,  yet  in  some  w^  or  other 

to  the  profession  this  dsss  of  medicines,  and  the  cry  of  reform  reaches  him.    This  has 

for  the  permission  you  have  been  kind  enoiigh  been  the  case  with  myself;  and  I  have  been 

to  grant  me  at  this  season  sgain  to  cover  the  led  to  reflect  somewhat  on  the  various  mea- 

CoRqge  tables  with  the  best  samples  which  suies  proposed, 

the  market  and  the  laboratory  can  frumish.  The  grand  principle  advocated,  if  I  may 

The  object  of  my  addressing  you  at  the  judge  from  certain  articles  in  recent  numben 

pccaent  time  is  to  announce  the  approach  of  of  a  contemporary  journal,  appears  to  be 

the  season  for  preparing  the  narcotics.    To  the  amalgamation  of  all  classes  imd  orders  of 

this  class  of  medicines  I  have  for  many  years  the  profession  I  Now,  taking  this  proposition 

paid  especial  attention ;  and  I  am  now  con-  for  granted,  let  us  just  consider  how  far  it 

vinced  that  their  efficacy  depends,  in  a  very  would  be  conformable  with  justice  towards  a 

great  degree,  on  the  mode  of  thdr  prepare-  large  portion  of  the  profession,  as  at  present 

tion.    To  improve  this,  as  far  as  possiblci  constitttted ;  and  also  how  for  the  pubUo 

to  ssoertain  the  principles  snd  compounds  would  benefit  by  such  a  change, 

which  are  essential  to  the  production  of  their  And  first,  how  far  would  it  be  just?    Let 

several  effects,    to  retain  the  useful    and  me  be  allowed  to  put  forward  my  own  case 

reject  the  useless,  hss  been  my  aim ;  and  I  by  way  of  example.    After  spending  sixteen 

believe  that  the  constituents  of  these  medi-  years  at  home  and  abroad  (during  which 

cina  are  wtiU  imperfectly  understood.  Feel-  period  I  enjoyed  advantagdi  not  attainable 

tug  most  anxious  for  the  improvement  of  by  all)  in  the  aoqiurement  of  medical  know- 

pharmacentic    medicine,    I    trust.  I    may,  ledge,  and  having,  during  that  time,  passed, 

with  your  sanction,  submit  to  the  profession  the  examinations  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and 

the  experience  I  have  gained.     I  purpose  at  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  as  slse 

a  future  time  to  communicate  throngh  the  a  medical  board  abroad,  and  obtained  the 

preaa  such  part  of  it  as  csn  be  committed  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  after  three 

to  writing :    but  nothing  short  of  aetual  jevn*  residence  at  the  University  of  Edhi- 

hugpecHon  can  convey  a  e&r  and  satisfactory  burgh,  and  my  license  from  the  Collage  of 

idea  of  the  process  which  is  adopted.     I  beg  physicians  in  London,  I  sat  mysdf  down  to 

penaiasion,  therefore,  to  ask  this  attendance  endeavour  to  reap  seme  remuneration  for 

of  any  members  of  the  College  and  of  thiQ  the  targe  sums  expended,  and  tlsMoeeapl^f 
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In  the  acquisition  of  a  knowledge  of  my  to  be  a  certain  standard  of  information  de* 

profesrion.      The   rest  of  my  professional  manded  and  ascertained  by  rigid  examination 

brethren,  holding  the  same  rank  as  myself,  for  all  classes  of  practitioners  :  and  this  will 

have,  in   generdi,   been    similarly   circum-  lead  me,  secondly,  to  consider  what  benefit 

stanoed:   a  certain  proportion,  it  is  true,  will  accrue  to  the  public  by  the  proposed 

hare  perhaps  devoted  more  time  to  literary  change.     What,  let  me  ask,  are  the  great 

attainments ;  but  all  have  been  obliged,  by  mass  of  persons  constituting  the  medical 

existing  regnUtions,  to  devote  a  large  pro-  profession  ?      They   belong   usually  to  the 

portion  of  their  time  to  the  acquisition  of  better  sort  of  the  middling  classes,  whose 

medical  knowledge.  means  are  too  limited  in  general  to  allow  of 

Let  us  now  take  another  case.     A  young  the  time  expended,  and  expense  necessarily 

man   is  apprenticed  to  an  apothecary  or  incurred,  in  order  to  pass  such  an  examina* 

suxigeon  for  a  period  of  five  years ;  at  the  tion  as  that  implied  as  the  standard.     I  am 

expiration  of  that  term  he  goes  to  London,  willing  to  allow  that  we  should  still  have  a 

and  in  less  tiian  three  years  he  may  obtain  large  body  of  well-educated  physicians ;  bat 

his  certificate  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  where  would  be  the  usefol  and  intelligent 

diploma  from  the  College  of  Surgeons.  Now  general  practitioner  ?     If  no  grades  are  to 

if  he  has  '*  worked  hard,"  and  has  talent,  be  observed,  or  no  distinction  held  forth  as 

he  will  usually  be  found  a  tolerably  well-  a  stimulus,    who   will  toil   for  years,  and 

informed  young   man,  and  a  few  years  in  expend  his  substance,  to  become what  ? 

subordinate  practice-will  fit  him  to  be  a  most  a  general  country  practitioner !  And  by  the 
useful  and  intelligentgeneral  practitioner;  but  way,  do  not  for  an  instant  imagine  I  intend 
can  he  have  the  knowledge  of  medicine,  and  to  cast  a  reflection  on  that  most  useful,  in- 
its  collateral  branches,  possessed  by  the  per-  telligent,  and  ill-requited  class :  far  from  it,  I 
son  who  has  devoted  perhaps  one-third  ofJhe  respect  and  honour  them,  and  believe  them, 
period  of  his  existence  in  its  attainment  ?  though  inobtmsive,  to  be,  as  to  their  merits. 
Again,  if  instead  of  having  been  an  attentive  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  useful  bodies  in 
and  hard*working  student,  he  has  employed  this  or  any  other  country.  But  their  duties 
a  "grinder,"  in  order  to  gain  a  sufficiency  are  arduous,  and  they  are  generally  ill  paid, 
of  formation  to  enable  him  to  pass  his  and,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  but  few,  if 
examinations,  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  any,  would  be  willing  to  expend  the  capital 
amount  of  knowledge  possessed  at  the  end  and  time  required,  in  order  to  take  upon 
of  a  year  or  two  by  this  aspirant  to  public  themselves,  uj^er  the  amalgamating  system, 
confidence  ?  He  may  have  got  through  his  the  toil  and  responsibility  of  the  country 
cxaminationB  with  seeming  credit,  especially  practitioner.  Too  many  fields  for  enter- 
if  he  be  possessed  of  iron  nerve  and  ready  prise  are  open  to  countenance  an  opposite 
Impudence ;  yet  ought  such  an  one  (and  belief,  and  I  need  only  revert  to  the  compa- 
there  are  many  such)  to  be  placed  on  an  ratively  few  parents  who  are  now  willing  to 
equality  with  the  studious  and  well-educated  place  Uieir  children  in  our  noble  profession, 
physician  ?  The  same  confidence  and  impu-  Who  are  to  take  the  place  of  the  apothecaries 
dence  which  have  enabled  him  to  pass  his  under  the  proposed  system  ?  Perchance  the 
examinations  will  prove  bis  friend  throughout  present  race  of  chemists  and  druggists.  To 
.  his  professional  career,  and  he  will  indeed  use  a  quaint  saying,  "  If  all  are  to  be  cap- 
be  the  **  licensed  quack."  It  is  true  he  may  tains  who  are  to  pull  in  the  boat  ?"  Who 
meet  with  rebuffs,  and  experience  difficulties,  would  there  be  to  minister  to  the  wants  of 
which  would  bow  down  the  spirit  of  the  the  extensive  class  of  the  better  order  of 
conscientious  man,  but  the  mind  of  the  im-  poor  ?  If  we  make  the  standard  of  know- 
pudent  quack  is  too  callous  to  be  affected  by  ledge  too  high,  a  great  proportion  of  highly 
any  rebuke  either  of  conscience  or  his  fellow  useful  members  must  be  lost  to  the  profes- 
practitioners ;  and  yet,  should  the  amalga-  sion,  and  the  public  must  be  the  sufferers ; 
mation  system  be  adopted,  this  individual  on  the  other  hand,  if  too  low,  we  degrade 
would  be  admitted  to  the  same  rank  and  and  injure  instead  of  exalting  the  profession, 
privileges  as  those  enjoyed  by  men  who  have  Merit  combined  with  talent,  like  oil,  sooner 
passed  their  best  years,  and  perhaps  ex-  or  later,  always  rises  to  the  surface,  and  exacts 
pended  a  small  patrimony,  in  attaining  rank  that  deference  from  society  which  superior 
and  honourable  distinction  in  their  profession!  intelligence  always  commands.  The  general 
Now,  would  this  be  just  ?  The  public  gene-  practitioner  has  always  the  opportunity  of 
rally  cannot  understand  all  the  intricacies  of  becoming  a  physician,  should  his  claims  to 
the  subject;  they  are  led  to  imagine  a  person  the  distinction  be  founded  in  truth  and  a 
who  practises  as  a  physician  is  one  who  just  estimate  of  his  own  attainments.  This 
has  a  certain  claim  to  their  confidence  b  a  country  in  which  no  bounds  are  set  to  a 
from  superior  information  and  experience,  man's  rise :  the  highest  offices  in  the  realm 
and  they  are  willing  to  reward  him  accord-  are  alike  open  to  the  mean  and  poor  as  to 
Ingly;  nor  ought  they  to  be  deceived.  It  the  proud  and  rich,  shoald  the  genius  and 
will,  perfa^M,   be  antwered   that   there  is  intellect  command  so  exalted  a  station. 
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A  summary  of  the  forpgolDg  would  lead  as  an  improTement  or  alteration  of  a  plan 

ns  to  the  oonclasion  that  the  standard  of  which  he  had  himself  recommended,  and 

education,  under  the  system  proposed,  would  which  has  been  introduced  to  the  professional 

be  too  high  for  all  classes,  in  consequence  of  public  by   Ducamp  as  his  own  invention, 

which  the  important  labours  of  a  large  body  This  consists  in  passing  a  wide  cannla  as  far 

of  highly  useful  persons  would  be  lost  to  as  the  stricture,  through  which  a  smaller  in- 

society  ;  or,  that  it  would  be  placed  so  near  strument  may  be  passed,  or  a  number  of 

mediocrity  that  those  endowed  with  higher  small  bougies  may  be  passed  at  once,  and 

powers  snd  intellectual  attainments  would  the  endesYonr  made  to  carry  one  after  the 

seek  distinction  elsewhere.     In  any  way  a  other  through  the  stricture, 

system  of  amalgamation  must  prove  injurious  All  these  plans  are  essentially  the  same, 

both  to  the  pnbhc  and  to  the  best  interests  and  no  doubt  each  may  have  its  advantages 

of  the  mediod  profession  :  as  well  place  upon  under    peculiar    circumstances.      A  thick 

an  equality  tiie  barrister  and  the  country  elastic  gum  canula  (or  consisting  of  other 

attorney : — the  idea  is  preposterous  1     If  a  flexible  material),  having  a  bore  only  large 

man  has  no  talent  he  will  never  rise*    The  enough  to  allow  a  small  catheter  to  pass, 

man  who  is  placed  by  the  public  choice  in  an  differs  in  some  respects  from  all  the  varie- 

elevatedstation  above  his  fellows  may  be  deii-  ties  that  have  been   proposed,   and  would 

deat  in  some  points,  but  be  sure  to  excel  in  probably,  from  simplicity  and  economy,  be 

others ;   and  perhaps,   though  his  acquire-  superior  under  ordinary  circumstances  to 

ments  are  not  brilliant,  they  may  be  solid,  any  of  them.     It  would,  from  the  bluntneas 

and  highly  useful  to  his  fellow  men.     How  of  its  point,  pass  down  the  urethra  with  ease ; 

many  are  there  whose  knowledge  of  medicine  from  its  easy  flexibility  it  would  accommo- 

in  its  various  branches  is  of  the  highest  order,  date  itself  to  the  natural  curve  of  the  canal, 

and  yet  who  have  not  the  faculty  of  applying  and  thus  convey  the  instrument  intended  to 

that  knowledge.       Certain  reforms  would  p|petrate  the  obstruction  to  its  centre* 

undoubtedly  be  beneficial  both  to  the  profes-  I  am,  sir, 

sion  and  the  public ;  but  let  them  proceed  Your  obedient  servant. 

from  a  legitimate  source,  and  not  from  the  Chiruroos. 

outcry  of  a  few  interested  individuals,  who  March  S9th,  IMl. 

seek  only  their  own  aggrandisement,  careless  ■  ""^ 

of  the  honour  of  the  noble  profnaion  to  ^^  '''"* 

whkih  they  unfortunately  belong,  and  heed-  ACTION  OF  CERTAIN   INORGANIC 

less  of  the  ultimate  oonsequffices  to  society  COMPOUNDS 

at  large. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedi^t  servant,  whru  iktroducbd  dirbctly  into  thr 

A  Provincial  Physician.  blood. 

March  26, 1841.  B^  j^„g  Blakb,  Esq.,  M.R.  C.S. 


THE  COMPOUND  CATHETER.  ^h*  following  is  a  short  abstract  of  a  memoir 

lately  read  before  the  Royal  Society  : — 
The  present  paper  is  a  continuation  of  a 

7b  Me  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  memoir  read  at  the  Academic  des  Sciences 

of  Paris  in  1839,  and  entitled,  '*  Eff^bts  de 

'  diverses  substances  salines,  injectees  dans  le 

It  may  terminate  the  discussion  between  syst^medrcuhitoire."     (SeeAchives  Genfc- 

Dr.  Andrew  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Foulkes,  on  rales  de  Mtdecine,  Nov.  1839.)  After  some 

the  subject  of  the  priority  of  the  invention  of  preliminary  remarks,  the  author  gives  a  list 

the   compound  catheter,  which    has  been  of  the  various  substances  of  which  he  noted 

carried  on  in  some  late  numbers  of  the  the  effects,  when  they  were  aeverally  injected 

Gazette,  to  inform  them  that  it  belongs  to  into  the  venous  or  arterial  systems,  arranged 

neither.      In  M.   Gerdy's  treatise    "  Des  according  to  the  nature  of  these  effects.  The 

Bandages,"  at  page  123,  vol  i.,  the  follow-  substances  experimented  on  were  the  salts  of 

ing  extract  may  be  found.     He  is  describing  magnesia,  zinc,  lime,  strontia,  baryta,  lead, 

a  tube  to  conduct  the  small  instrument  to  silver,   soda,  potass,   and  ammonia.     Tlie 

the  obstructed  part  of  the  urethra,  •*  which  author  carefuUy  inquires  into  the  phenomena, 

tube,''  he  says,  *'  may  be  filled  up  by  ocher  apparently  arising  from  the  direct  contact  of 

tubes  of  smaller  diameter,''  and  adds,  **  Les  each  of  these  substances  with  the  animal  tis- 

canules  de  remplissage  doivent  £tre  d'inegal  sues,  and  more  particularly  into  the  effects 

volume,  entrer  k  frtittement  Tune  dans  Tantre  produced  on  the  heart,  on  the  muscular  and 

et  dans  le  conducteur,  de  mani^re  que  Ton  nervous  tissues,  and  on  the  pulmonary  and 

puisse  y  en  introduire  une  ou  plusieurs  pour  systemic  capillaries.  The  general  conclusion 

remplir  et  retrecir  &  volonte  son  canal."   '  which  the  author  is  led  to  draw  from  these 

This  proceedmg  of  Gerdy's  is  referred  to  researches  is,  that  there  exists  a  close  rela- 

in  Dr.  James  Amott's  late  work  on  Strictures  tion  between  the  chemical  properties  of  the 
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OKpcilttieiitod  upon  and  dMilt  Idv-  dilii  nttrfy  i^oMlu^  on  ftii  dietl ;  the 
pl^aologieidelfecti;  hi*  experimeati  tend^  pnlw  afooderatsed  (  not  the  8%hte8t  bruit 
fog  to  prave  that,  whan  mtrodveed  into  nor  abnontial  sound  in  the  heart,  though 
the  bkMd,  mljilMiniw  that  an  iaomoivhoQa  the  heat  waa  extensiye,  and  heard  quite  to 
curt  flBflar  aclioiiv  on  the  living  tisraea.  the  right  side  of  the  chest.  The  Innga 
Ke  aalieta,  howefer,  tiro  exceptions  to  this  afford^  considerahle  bronchial  rattle,  but 
hnr;  Baaely,  the  sioiilarity  of  the  actions  were  neither  consolidated  nor  oompresaed, 
cnrted  oo  tlie  polmonarj  tissue  by  the  salts  and  filled  both  cavities  of  the  chest. 
of  lead  and  silver,  although  theae  salts  are  Although  remedies  appealed  more  than 
not  isomorphons ;  and  also  the  action  on  the  onoe  to  produce  a  temporuy  remission  of  his 
ncrvoos  tissue  of  the  salts  of  smmonia  being  symptoms,  and  a  ftirther  attack  of  gout  in  one 
dtllerant  from  that  of  the  salts  of  potass,  foot  seemed  to  afford  some  relief  to  the  chest. 
But  he  remarks  diat  the  oxide  of  lead  bears  yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  disease  advanced, 
n  dose  analogy  to  tiie  oxide  of  silver  in  its  and  was  attended  by  fKghtful  fits  of  dysp- 
relation  to  oripudc  compounds  i  and  also  that  noea,  during  which  Ids  ftoe  was  purple  and 
the  ssltsofammonia,  in  separating  themsdves  his  mind  confused;  and  it  was  in  one  of 
from  those  of  potass  by  thdr  action  on  the  these  paroxysms  that  he  died,  on  the  mom- 
nervous  tissue,  yet  become  closely  connected  ing  of  the  12th  of  February. 
in  this  respect  with  the  poisons  derived  from  Shortly  before  his  death.  Sir  Astley 
oiganic  substances,  with  which  thdr  chemical  Cooper  expressed  a  wish  that  the  appear- 
«3onposition  is  so  strikhigly  analogous.  Tht  anoes  which  should  be  presented  on  the  in* 
general  fact,  previously  aunuuneed  by  the  spection  of  his  body  might  be  recorded  in 
author,  in  his  memoir  read  to  the  Academy  the  Guy's  Hospttd  Reports.  He  had  par- 
of  Sdcnoea,  at  Pkris,  namely,  that  sdts  with  ticulariy  alluded  to  four  points,  the  investi- 
the  same  base  have  analogous  actions  when  gation  of  which  he  thought  desirable ; — 
introduced  directly  into  Uie  blood,  vauj^e  a  cured  oblique  inguinal  hernia ;  a  cured 
considered  a  corollary  of  the  above  law. —  umbilical  hernia ;  some  suspected  indications 
(Athmuntm*J  of  phthisis  in  his  youth  ;  and  an  insbility  to 


deep  whilst  lying  on  his  left  nde. 
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Bxtammaium  qf  the  body  if  Sir  Agfity  P. 

ILLNESS  OF  SIR  A.  P,  COOPER,  Bart.  Cooper,   Bart,  in  ike  73d  year  qf  kie 

AVD  aye,  on  February  13M,  1841,  at  do'ehek 

BXAMiMATiON  or  THB  BODY  ArTBRDSATB.  t«  the  eoetUmyt  32  houTM  €^ier  death,  by 

>^        r^    t    rT      'A  f  Tt       J    %  Mr,  John  Hilton,  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 

(From  Guy's  Hospital  Efforts.)  Chambers,  Dr.  BHyht,  Mr.  C.  A.  Key, 

—  amd  Mr.  Edward  Cock. 

Fob  many  months  previous  to  his  last  ill-  The  weather  was  warm  and  damp :  there 

ness,  Sur  Astley  Cooper  had  occasionally  were  slight  cadaverous  indications,  finom  gra- 

experienced  great  dyspnopa,  upon  the  slight-  viUtion  towards  the  posterior  part  of  the 

est  exertion :  and  it  had  been  observed  by  corpse :  the  fiuse  and  anterior  sur&oe  of  the 

his  friends  that  the  peculiarity  of  his  com-  body  exsanguine :  there  was  general  and  ex- 

plexion  bespoke  some  serious  impediment  tensive  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities; 

to  the  drculation.     It  was  not,  however,  but  no  evidence  of  serous  infiltration  in  the 

till  about  rix  weeks  before  his  death  that  he  arms,  nor  in  sny  other  part  of  the  snrfitce  of 

found  difficulty  in  assuming  the  recumbent  the  body, 

posture ;  end  sbout  that  time  he  began  to  Hie  head  was  not  examined, 

pass  the  greater  part  of  his  nights  in  the  A  globular  projection,  about  the  dse  of  a 

arm-chair,  rather  than  attempt  to  lie  down,  large  nut,  wss  found  at  the  umbilicus ;  which 

He  still  continued  to  see  a  few  patients  during  receded  on  pressure,  leaving  a  well-defined 

the  day,both  at  home  and  at  their  own  houses,  rounded  aperture  in  the  tinea  alba,  capable 

He   now  became  the  subject  of  fireqoent  of  admitting  the  end  of  the  Ultle  finger, 

cough ;  which  was  immediatdy  brouf^  on,  qiiis  protrusion    consisted  of  a  few  con- 

if  he  attempted  to  recline.    The  gout,  of  gregated  lobes  of  fat  placed  immediatdy 

which  he  had  for  severd  years  experienced  bddnd  the  umbiHcus,  between  it  and  the 

periodicd  attscks,  showed  itself  imperfecUy  peritoneum,  the  free  surface  of  whidi  was 

in  the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand;  and  his  corrugated,  snd  presented  a  puckered  8|»- 

legs  began  to  swdl,  owing  to  the  depending  pearanoe,  most  probably  infiammatory,  and 

position  in  which  they  constantly  remained*  the  lesutt  of  the  artifldd  curative  means 

During  all  this  time  he  refused  medicd  which  had  been^employed  for  a  long  petiod 

aid ;  audit  was  not  till  the  22d  of  January  during  life.* 

that  he  consented  to  see  sny  one,  to  whom    — -  

he  miffht  state  his  svmptoms.    At  the  thne  *  ^ir  Astley   Cooper  wore  a  piece  of  cork 

w  liiiBuv  MMs  uw  ■jwpMMu*.     rtv  uio  vuu«  gjapted  tO  Uic  umbilicus ;  and  maintained  m  its 

he  was  first  viated,  be  was  sitting  m  bis  piaeebystrspsofadhMivephuter,  during  many 

chair,  with  bis  body  inclined  forward,  and  yesrs,  and  until  bis  fktal  Ulncas* 
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.  The  anterior,    thoracic,    and  abdominal  side,  was  rendered  diadnct  by  a.  tubolar 

parictea  were  coTcred  with  a  layer  of  fat,  extenaion  of  the  peritoneum  for  about  an 

about  an  inch  in  thicknees,  soft,  and  olea-  inch  into  the  inguinal  canal, 

ginona.     The  muscular  tissue  exposed  dur.  A  depression  existed  in  a  corresponding 

ing  the  inspection  was  pale,  soft,  and  flabby:  situation  on  the  right  side^  the  bottom  of 

indeed,  the  latter  expression  is  applicable  to  which  was  firm,  irreBfular,  and  corrugated ; 

nearly  all  the  tissues.     No  gaseous  or  fluid  and  upon  very  careftil  examinatioo,  a  mi- 

efliision  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  peri-  nute  serous  canal,  not  more  dun  a  line  in 

toneum :  the  greater  omentum,  loaded  with  breadth  when  opoied,  waa  traoed  extending 

aidipose  matter,  was  contracted,  and  did  not  firom  it,  along  the  qiennatic  cord,  into  the 

extend  downwards  more  than  two  inches  cavity  of  the  tunica  yaginalis,  being  the  re- 

from  the  transverse  colon.     Some  very  old  mains  of  a  congenital  ingnii^a^  hernia.* 

membranous  adhesions  existed  between  the  Upon  raising  the  sternum  and  Cartilages 

rightangleof  the  colon  and  the  gall-bladder  :  of  the  ribs,  both  lungs  were  brought  into 

cadaiverio  transudation  of  the  bile  from  this  view }  and  retained  their  expanded  coiidi. 

vifioua  had  slightly  tinged  the  surrounding  tion,    overlapping    the    pericardium,    and 

parts.  manifesting  no  ^position  to  collapse.     No 

The  viaoera  occupied  their  natural  posi-  pleuritic  adhesions  existed  on  either  side  of 

tions ;  excepting  the  coecnm,    which  was  the  chest ;  nor  was  there  any  efiusion,  ex- 

oompletdy  invested  by  the  peritoneum,  and  cept  into  the  right  pleural  cavity,  which 

hence  less  fixed  thsn  usual.  contained  about  tfa^ree  ounces  of  saoguinoleat 

The  liver  healthy  in  form  :  some  parts  of  rather  turbid  serum, 

its  Borfooe  were  slightly  contracted  and  mi-  A  little  recent  plenritis  was  found  on  the 

even ;  and  sections  of  it  presented  hepatic  middle  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  renderii^  it 

venoua    congestion,    approaching  what    ia  slightly  adherent  by  plaatic  effusion  to  the 

termed  a  •"  nutmeg  appearance."  ^joining  limbs  to  a  small  extent.    Both 

The  gall-bladder  was  small ;  and  contained  Tungs  presented  general  vesicular  emphysema 

a  raodnate  quantity  of  healthy  bile,  whicb^  to  a  very  great  degree,  and  their  edges  were 

upon  gentle  pressure,  passed  rapidly  into  the  more  rounded  than  natural, 

duodenum.  The  larynx  waa  not  examined. 

Hie  spleen  was  rather  larger  than  natural,  The  lining  membrane  of  the  trachea  and 

its  capsule  a  little  opaque,   and  the  interior  larger  bronchi  was  smooth,  but  of  a  dark 

of  tiie  organ  very  firm ;  a  section  presenting  purple  hue,  from  congestion  in  the  minute 

a  smooth  solid  surface  of  a  purplish  grey  blood-vessels  :  the  same  appearances  ex- 

eolo«r«  tended  throughout  the  brondiiai  ramifica- 

The  stomach  was  laige,  and  distended  tions,  the  smeiler  of  which  were  filled  with 

with  gas ;   the  cardiac    extremity    stained  a  very  tenacious  purilbrm  mucus ;  and  many 

brown  by  cadaveric  transudation,  or  the  of  them  were  observed  much  dilated.    Both 

action  of  the  gastric  fluid  upon  the  blood  :  lungs  were  extremdy  congested  with  dark 

its  tisanes  appeared  quite  healthy.  blood,   especially  in    and  near  the  central 

The  small  intestines  presented  nothing  portions  of  their  lobes.     At  the  superior 

abnormal :   nor  waa  there  any  thing  re-  and  posterior  part  of  the  rigl^t  lung  was  a 

markablein  the  large  intestines,  excepting  small  depressed  and  somewhat  contracted 

the  dilated  condition  of  the  coecum,  the  surface,  about  the  extent  of  a  sixpence ;  a 

parietes  of  which  were  thin ;   its  mucous  section  of  which  exposed  a  calcareous  mass, 

membrane  congested.  very  uneven  upon  its  sur&ce,  and  about 

The  pancreas  was  healthy.  equid  to  the  size  of  a  small  pea :    It  was 

The  kidneys  were  surrounded  by  a  con-  placed  about  three  lines  distant  firom  the 

aiderable  quantity  of  adipose  tissue,  remark-  pleura. 

aUy  dense,  and  very  firmly  adherent  to  the  When  the  pericardium  wa>  opened,  the 

fibrous  capsule  of  the  gland.    Both  kidneys  heart  waa  seen,  very  large  and  distended ; 

were  much  congested  with  blood,  rather  and  about  two  ounces  of  rather   dark  or 

larger  than  natural,  their  surfaces  mottled,  brown-coloured  slightly  tu^id  serum  occu- 

and  slightly  granular.    These  morbid  con-  pied  the  posterior  part  of  the  cavity.    * 

ditions  w»e  most  evident  at  the  lower  part  The  right  auricle  and  ventricle  filled  with 

of  the  left  kidney ;  less  advanced  but  more  very  dark-coloured  imperfectly-coagulated 

generally  difTused,  in  the  right :  and  on  the  blood.       The    auriculo-ventricular    valves 

anterior  surface  of  the  latter,  near  its  convex  sound.      Through  one  of  the  pulmonary 

edge,  were  found  two  small  cysts,  contaming  valves,  near  its  angle  of  union  witii  an  ad- 

a  straw-coloured  fluid.  joining  valve,  was  a  perforation  nearly  the 

The  supra-renal  capsules  were  healthy.  size   of  a  small  goose-quill.      A  tolerably 

The  urinary  bladder  was  healthy  and  con-  firm  fibrinous  coagulum  was  found  in  the 

tncted,  and  contained  about  two  dradims    

of  whitish  torbid  urine.  «  Sir  Astley  Cooper  wore  a- truss  on  the  right 

The  internal  abdominal  ring,  on  the  left  inguinal  canal,  from  the  age  of  19  to  25. 
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pttlmonarj  aiteiy  and  its  bra&chefl,  extend- 
ing, by  minute  prolongations,  to  the  fifth 
divisions ;  these  were  made  evident,  by 
withdrawing  them  in  a  continaoos  mass 
with  the  forceps. 

'Hie  left  auricle  and  yentride  were  occn- 
pied  by  a  large  quantity  of  black  gmmous 
half-liquid  blood.  A  large  portibn  of  the 
mitral  valye  opaque,  and  a  little  thickened ; 
otherwise  healthy.  The  aortic  valves  thick- 
ened, and  rather  rigid  at  their  attached  mar- 
gins; whilst  t^  free  margins  presented  a 
remarkably  healthy  appearance  for  their 
age. 

*^  The  left  ventricle  was  much  dilated;  its 
apex  much  broader,  and  more  prolonged 
than  natural :  the  parietes  somewhat  hyper- 
trophied ;  and  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
whole  organ  were  pale,  flabby,  and  weak. 

Tlie  aorta,  which  was  small  and  narrow, 
pursued  its  usual  course,  but  gave  off  the 
left  vertebral  artery  between  the  left  com- 
mon carotid  and  left  subclavian.  The  en- 
trance to  the  arteria  innominata  was  con- 
tracted, and  slightly  irregular. 

Many  small  irregular  yellowish  opaque 
patches  were  seen  under  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  tiioracic  aorta  and  the  asoend- 
ing  portion  of  the  left  subclavian  artery.  In 
most  of  the  parts  so  affected,  the  internal 
membrane  was  much  softened,  breaking 
down  under  slight  pressure:  at  three  or 
four  points  it  was  destroyed  to  a  small  ex- 
tent, admitting  a  thin  layer  of  dark  matter, 
probably  altered  blood,  separating  it  in  a 
alight  degree  from  the  subjacent  tissue :  this 
laMer  state  was  noticed  near  the  origin  of 
the  arteria  innominata  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  descending  aorta.  The  whole 
length  of  the  abdominal  aorta  was  full  of 
black  grumous  blood ;  its  parietes  tiiiekened ; 
the  lining  membrane  opaque,  and  raised  by 
the  sub-deposition  of  hard,  almost  bony 
matttf. 

SOCIBTY  FOR  RELIEF  OF 
WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS 

OF  MSmCAL   MBN  IN   LONDON   AND   ITS 
,  VICINITT. 

Tub  half-yearly  General  Court  of  this  So- 
ciety was  very  numerously  attended  on 
Wednesday  evening,  at  the  Gray's  Inn 
Coffee  House ;  Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke,  Bart, 
in  the  Chair.  As  the  private  business  of  the 
Sodety  was  transacted,  and  the  names  of  the 
pensionen  mentioned,  our  reporter  was  re- 
quested to  withdraw ;  but  we  leun  from  a 
gentleman  present,  that  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland  presented  a  donation  of  20 
guineas,  and  was  elected  a  Vioe-Phtron ;  and 
that  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge  had  gradonsly  consented  to  preside 
at  the  Annual  Dinner  on  the  17th  mst. 
TiMse  announoements  were  moat  cordially 


received,  and  the  respectfal  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  His  Royal  Highness 
and  to  the  noble  Duke. 

^ ■ ■ —     -  ,  ,- 

MARYLEBONE  INPIRMARY. 

Dr.  Mayo  was,  on  Friday,  the  26th  ult., 
elected  one  of  the  phyricians  to  the  Maryle- 
bone  Ittfirmary. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Dr.  William  Thomson's  Practical  Treatise 
on  Diseases  of  the  Liver  and  Biliary  Pas- 
sages. 

Dr.  Thackeray  on  the  Sources  and  Mode 
of  Propagation  of  the  Continued  Fevers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Dr.  Robert  Williams's  Elements  of  Medi- 
cine, Vol.  II.     Morbid  Poisons. 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  No.  XII.  April, 
1841. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

UST  OF  OBNTLKlfXN  ADMITTaD  UXMBBRS. 

IMda^,  March  26,  1841. 

R.  Webb.— J.  Ellison.— T.  Robertson.— J. 
Houch.— A.  C.  Brownleas.—J.  W.  Finninger.— 
G.  Bowring.— R.  L.  Baker.— S.  H.  Pelley.— J. 
Vanghan. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  aU 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  20th  March,  1841. 

Small  Pox 15 

Measles  6 

Scarlatina  7 

Hooping  Coogh  ftl 

Croup  7 

Thnuh    1 

DiarrhOBa    10 

Dysentery  9 

Cholera    0 

Influenia 17 

Typhus    10 

Rrynipelaa 6 

Syphma  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerres,  and  Senses  . .  164 
DiscasM  of  the  Lnngs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration S39 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Btood-Tessels 18 

Diaeaies  of  the  Stomach,  lAftTt  and  other 

Orvansof  Digestion  9i 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ike 7 

Childbed IS 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  uterus,  itc fi 

Rheumatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc. S 

Ulcer    0 

Fistnla   1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 0 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat 110 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 8t 

Deaths  by  Violence,  PriTation,or  Intempe* 

ranee 90 

Canses  not  spccilked «...  a 

Deaths  from  all  Canaea OOO 

WiLaoM  9t  OoiLTT,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 


THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

■KING    A 

WEEKLY  JOUIl^];t-L 

OP 

iWrtirmt  anH  tfte  Collateral  ^rtf  nrtsf. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  9,  184L 


LECTURES  common :  those  who  have  large  heads,  thick 

Qj,  ^„  g  necks,   red  faces,   square  shoulders,  and  a 

short  stature ;  although  persons  of  quite  the 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  opposite  ccmformation  are  by  no  means "ez- 

PHYSIC.  'oip^  ^m  it:   and  lastly,  and  above  all, 

•>  ••        J    Aw>"    f    ^  .,         w      «  those  who  hare  passed  the  middle  period  of 

Delnered  at  Ktng  9  College,  London,  jife,  «nd  are  advancing  towards  old  age :  and 

By  Da.  Watson.  n>o«*  particularly  is  apoplexy  to  be  appre- 
hended  in  people  of  this  description  whan 

Lecture  XXIX.  ^%  ^^  .^^^  ^^^  "^^  "«  «*"^ 

.       ^                   ,  head  symptoms ;  which  symptoms  have  re- 

ApapUiPif  eonitnued.      Symptonu  eharae^  f^^ence  to  the  three  great  functions  of  the 

ierizing  the  apoplectic  state,     Preuure  brain  and  nervous  system;  voluntary  motion, 

the  ordinary  physical  caute.  Hemiplegia,  gensation,    and  thought.     Such  symptoms 

Affection  of  involuntary  mUscle$.     Ana.  consist,  therefore,  in sSght  and  often  transient 

tomicateharactere.     Sttuatton  of  the  clot  paralytic  affections,  double  vision,  a  droppmg 

(f  blood.    JHseate  qf  the  cerebral  blood-  ^f  one  eyelid,  occasional  inarticuUite  speech, 

vessel*.  weakness  perhaps  of  a  single  finger ;  faead- 

Wb  were  engaged  with  the  subject  of  apo-  ache,  giddiness,  unnatural  sounds  in  the  ears, 

plezy.      I  requested  your  particular  atten-  numbness  or    tingling   of   the  extremities, 

tion   to  the  threefold  mode  in  which  that  which  last  are  all  modifications  of  sensibility ; 

fearful  disorder  has  been  observed  to  make  some  impairment  of  the  intellect,  marked, 

its  attack.     In  the  first,  the  coma  is  sudden,  most  commonly,  by  partial  and  strange  de* 

and  deep  ;  the  condition  of  the  patient,  thus  fects  of  memory,  and  temporary  coniiision 

struck  in  an  instant  senseless  and  motionless,  of  thought.    When  several  or  any  of  these 

warranting  those  epithets  which  the  ancients  symptoms  occur,  and  especiaUy  when  they 

applied  to  the  victims  of  this  disease,  of  become  habitual  in  persons  in  the  decline  of 

«//ofii/t,and«t<2«ra/t,  as  if  they  were  thunder-  life,  we  have  reason  to  dread  the  superven- 

smitten,  or  planet-stricken.     In  the  second  tion  of  apoplexy ;  and  to  exhort  and  protect 

form  of  the  attack,  the  earliest  symptom  is  our  patients  against  its  ascertained  exciting 

acute  painof  the  head ,  with  sickness  and  faint-  causes. 

ness ;  the  coma  supervening  usually  in  no  long 

time.  The  third  form  is  ushered  in  by  sud-  Symptoms  characterising  the  apoplectic 
den  hemiplegia,  which  may  or  may  not  lead  condition. — ^When  the  apoplectic  state  isyt(//y 
to  loss  of  eonsciousness,  or  stupor.  The  formed,  in  what  manner  soever  the  attack 
cases  which  range  themselves  under  the  one  may  have  commenced,  it  is  marked  by  most 
or  the  other  of  these  three  forms  of  attack  or  all  of  the  following  circumstances.  The 
are  called  respectively  by  Dr.  Abercrombie  patient  lies  totally  unconscious  as  to  all  that 
apoplectic  cases  ;  casiea  not  primarily  apo-  is  going  on  about  him:  he  replies  to  no 
plecticf  sad  paralytic  cases:  and  so  as  you  questions,  he  is  unmoved  by  the  cries  and 
bear  in  mind  what  these  terms  really  imply,  lamentations  of  his  family ;  in  fact,  he  does 
they  appear  unobjectionable.  not  hear  them :  his  pvdse  is  infrequent, 
I  next  pointed  out  the  classes  of  persons  often  full,  perhaps  intermitting :  his  breath- 
in  whom  an  attack  of  apoplexy  is  chiefly  to  ing  is  peculiar,  being  slow,  sometimes  inter- 
be  apprdiended :  those,  namely,  in  whose  mpfeed  or  irregular,  attended  with  snoring 
finniUes  that  disease  has  been  known  to  be  or  stertor  daring  jnspintiim,  and  a  puffing 
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out  of  the  cheelcfy  like  the  action  of  one  who  might  be  casual.  Ndther  doea  their  ocea- 
smokes  a  pipe,  during  expiration.  Both  sional  diqunction,  real  or  apparent,  fomiih 
these  peeoliaritieB  are  referable  to  the  same  any  oonclosiye  argament  against  the  general 
principle,  and  both  denote  a  profomid  insen-  proposition,  that  coma,  in  many  and  in  moat 
■ibility  to  all  external  impressions.  There  cases,  is  the  result  of  pressure  upon  the  en- 
is  no  longer  any  Toluntary  attempt  to  breathe,  cephalon. 

yet  the  involuntary  moTcments  of  respiration  Coma  may  exist  without  pressure.     In 

subsist :  the  medulla  oblongata  still  responds  otherwords,  coma  acknowledges  other  causes 

to  the  impressions  which  reach  it  from  the  also,  huidet  pressure.     It  b  produced  by 

lungs,  still  prompts  contraction  of  the  mus-  many  narcotic  poisons ;  by  the  circulation  of 

des  that  eiJarge  the  capacity  of  the  thorax  ;  venous  blood  through  the  arteries.     In  these 

but  the  loose  curtain  of  the  palate,  and  the  cases  we  have  no  proof  of  any  compression  of 

lips  and  cheeks,  are  passive :  by  the  vibra-  the  cerebral  substance, 

tions  of  the  one  the  stertor  is  occasioned ;  The  other  di^unctive  condition  is  much 

the  mouth  is  closed  by  the  mere  elasticity  of  more  puzzling,  and  has  led  some  persons  to 

tiw  others,  and  the  flaodd  cheeks  flap  out-  question  or  deny  the  general  proposition, 

wards  with  the  explosion  of  the  air,  as  it  es-  Can  there  be  unnatural  pressure,  yet  no 

eapes  when  the  chest  again  collapses.    Tlie  coma  ?    It  would  seem  so.      Serum,  pus, 

countenance  is  frequently  turgid,  and  livid;  blood,   have  .been   met  with  in  the  brain, 

the  blood  which  tinges  it  is  already  but  half  foreign  matters  have  penetrated  the  cranium, 

arterialized ;  the  pupils  are  commonly  con-  and  coma  has  not  occurred, 

tracted.    The  Umbs  lie  motionless :  either  The  force  of  this  difficulty  is  lessened  by 

they  are  all  absolutely  palsied ;   or   (what  the  oonsidention    that   foreign  substances 

probably  is  often  the  case)  the  capacity  of  may  be  present  within  the    skull,  without 

motion  remaining,  the  will  to  move  them  occasioning  any  preternatural  degree  of  pres- 

18  wanting.    If  you  raise  one  of  them  it  falls  sure.    We  read  of  bullets  being  carried  about 

passively  down  again,  when  you  leave  hold  of  fbr  some  time  in  the  brain.  In  such  instsnces 

It,  like  a  dead  limb.     Sometimes,  however,  it  is  probable  that  a  portion  of  the  contents 

they  are  rigid  and  stiff.     Sometimes  one  is  of  the  skull  was  forced  out  at  the  time  of 

stiff,  and  the  others  limber.    And  sometimes  the  injury ;  or  that  coma  has  come  on,  and 

one  or  more  of  them,  or  those  of  one  side,  gone  off  again,  in  consequence  of  the  gradual 

tremble,  or  are  dbtinctiy  convulsed.  Youfind  absorption  of  the  cerebral  matter  to  make 

the  patient  is  unable  to  swallow ;  if  you  put  room  for  the  foreign  body.    The  same  ex- 

fluids  into  his  mouth,  they  appear  to  choke  planation  may  be  applied  to  the  chronic  ac- 

him,  or  they  run  out  again  at  the  comers  of  cumulation  of  water  within  the  cranium,  and 

his  Ups.     His  bowels  are  usually  torpid ;  but  to  the  slow  growth  of  tumors, 

if  they  act,  the  evacuations  are  passed  in  the  Farther,  it  is  open  to  conjecture  tiiat  it  ia 

bed  without  his   knowledge    or   concern :  not  on  every  part  of  the  brain  that  the  same 

his  urine  also  flows  involuntarily ;    or  is  degree  of  pressure  made,  will  produce  the 

'  retained  in  the  distended  bladder  until  it  effect  ascribed  to  it.     It  is  stated  in  Mr. 

ftdrly  oeerflows,  and  dribbles  away  perpe-  Mayo's  Physiology,  as  the  result  of  actual 

tuaUy.  experiments  on  animals,  that  /afera/nres* 

When  the  attack  terminates  in  death,  that  sure  against  the  hemispheres  of  the  brain 

event  is  preceded,  I  believe  in  almost  every  produces  no  observable  Ul  consequence ;  but 

case,  by  profuse  perspiration,  which  bursts  that  vertical  pressure,  pressure  downwards, 

fbrtfa  from  every  part  of  the  surface,  and  is  occarions  stupor,  which  is  attributable  to 

oft«n   cold   and  dammy.     Tlie  pupils  are  the  compression  of  the  medulla  oblongata, 

aometimea  at  this  period  dilated :  and  I  have  Now  it  is  obvious  that  some  injuries  of  the 

more  than  once  seen  them  of  unequal  size,  brain  may  tend  more  than  otfaen  to  cause 

Tlie  pulse  becomes  morefrequent,  the  breath-  pressure  in  that  direction, 

ing  more  rare,  and  at  last  it  ceases  alto-  I  oonfera  that  the  difficulty  is  not  wholly 

gether.  rdieved  by  these  considerations.     But  it  is 

Pregture  the  ordinay  phftieaS  eauee,'^  a  difficulty  which  cannot  invalidate  the  evi- 

Tliis  state,  so  appalling  and  painful  to  look  dence  of  numerous  fbcts   that   attest  the 

upon,  but  fortunstely  so  devoid  of  suffering  agency  of  pressure,  as,  at  least,  one  cause 

fbr  the  patient — this  suspension  of  the  fbnc-  of  coma,    llie  presumption  of  such  agency 

tions  of  animal  life— depends,  we  have  reason  arises  whenever  coma  immediately  succeeds 

to  believe,  upon  prueurt  applied  to  the  to  pressure;  and  it  is  converted  into  oer- 

brain,  the  organ  subservient  to  those  flmo-  tsinty  if,  upon  the  removal  of  the  pressure, 

tions.  the  coma  immediately  departs.    Now  the 

Tliat  excess  of  pressure  is  a  vera  etmaa  is  annals  of  physic  are  fiill  of  instances  of  that 

obvious,  and  that  it  is  adequate  to  the  pro-  kind.     In  experiments  upon  animals,  stupor 

dttotion  of  coma  is  capable  of  demonstrative  has  been  brought  on,  and  made  to  cease,  at 

proof*    It  Isnot  enoogh  to  shew  that  they  the  pleasure  of  the  operator,  by  applying 

often  sodst   together,    fbr  the  coinddenoe  pressure  to  the  exposed  brain,  and  by  rnnit- 
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On  tbe  evening  of  tbe  same  persons  wbo  bare  thoiiit^t  that  lh«  iiiiis^ 
day,  be  Mt  n^  in  bed,  and  tboogb  at  lirst  des  of  tbe  >bce,  in  b«nupl<^«,  w)\<wi  Ibi^y 
stvpad  and  incoherent,  soon  became  rational  wert  affected  at  alU  wi^o»  aIIW'I^h)  mi 
■ad  vdL  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  b«H)y  i^xuM  tbAt  !%> 

Wbn  be  bad  eatirdy  lecoieted  bis  senses,  wUdi  tbe  ivOsietl  Hmka  \¥c\i^\ic%h  Rut  %\wy 
it  wM  ascertained  that  tbe  last  thing  be  re-  ne^er  could  have  eiAuiiued  actual  tvi«n«  \\i 
membaed  was  his  serring  on  board  a  Tessd  hemiplegia  with  any  attcutu^n.  How  the 
wbaA  made  a  capture  off  Minorca.    He  was    error  arose  I  cannot  t«U,  but  1  b«v<>  kiu>w^i 

a  professed  anatomist  make  }t*  1  tfui^Mthal 
it  has  arisen  (Vom  one  of  two  inium^a.  An 
anatomist  who  had  not  looked  oUwif'ty  uium 
disease,  would  exneet,  and  not  uuntiUiraUy, 
of  tins  patient's  life  was  a  complete  that  the  face  and  limbs  would  ht»  altW'tiHl  mi 
blank,  because,  during  that  period,  a  little  opposite  sides  of  the  ho<ly)  seeing  ihHt  the 
piece  of  bone  was  pressing  upon  his  brain.  nerres  which  supply  the  musoles  uf  the  Aii^ 
Cases  of  ibis  kind  show,  Teryoonvincingly,  are  given  off  above  the  \\Ui^  where  tluM« 
tbe  connexion  that  subsists  betireen  pressure  fsscicuU  of  nervous  mstter  whioh  are  imiietl 
on  tbe  bndn  and  coma,  and  their  relation  to  the  anterior  pyran^ids,  deouiuMie  eaoh  tiMier, 
«di  other  ss  cause  and  effect.  The  pressure  And  a  Yulgar  observer,  who  wss  m\  sn 
and  tbe  coma  begin  together ;  the  coma  oon-  anatomist,  would  h«  aul  to  ean(4ude  thst  th« 
long  as  the  presmre continues;  and    side  towards  whli^h  (oQ  moutli  WM  ilrswii 


woonded  in  die  engagement,  and  canied 
afterwards  to  tbe  hospital  at  Gibraltar.  AU 
tbis  happened  upwards  of  twdve  months 
before  the  opecstion.  So  that  one  whole  year 
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was  the  affected  aide :  whereas  it  is  just  the  the  patient's   speech  is  yariously  altered, 

rererae.     The  face  is  drawn  to  the  healthy  His  voice  is  thick,  muttering,  inarticttlate, 

side,  because  the  muscles  on  that  side  are  no  or  unintelligible.     Sometimes,  even  though 

longer  counteracted  and  balanced  by  the  he  may  be  quite  conscious  and  rational,  he 

corresponding  muscles  of  the  palsied  side,  is  unable  to  utter  a  syllable;  and  seems 

The  biank  ludf  of  the  face  is  that  which  vexel  at. finding  that  his  attempts  to  speak 

answen  to  the  paralyzed  limbs:  on  that  side  are  fruitless. 

the  patient  cannot  fix>wn,  or  smile.   He  pre-         Supposing  the  patient  to  recover,  wholly 

gents  a  singular  spectacle,  which  I  do  not  or  partially,  from  the  paralysis,  it  is  the  le^, 

dwell  upon  now,  bNScause  I  shall  return  to  it  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  aye  and  in  a  much 

again  when  I  have  to  speak  of  certain  im-  larger  proportion  than  that,  which  recovers 

portent  varieties  of  local  pal9y»      What  I  first  and  fastest:  sooner  and  faster  than  the 

wish  you  to  bear  in  mind  at  present  is,  that  artHf  I  mean.  And  another  fact,  quite  analo- 

when  the  muscles  of  the  face  are  affected  in  gous  to  this,  is,  that  when  one  of  the  extre- 

hemiplegia,  the  rule  is,  that  they  are  palsied  mities  alone    is  affected  with  paralysis,  it 

on  the  same  side  with  the  limbs.     But  there  is,  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  the  arm 

is  no  rule,  they  say,  without  an  exception :  that  is  so  affected.  I  give  you  again  the  rulett 

certainly  the  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  very  they  are  liable  to  occasional  exceptions.  Hie 

uncommon.     I  have  not  had  leisure  to  look  reasons  that  have  been  assigned  in  ezplana- 

over  the  records  of  tiie  very  many  cases  of  tion  of  this  curious  circumstance  I  shall  lay 

this  disease  which  my  position  as  physician  before  you  by  and  by ;  after  I  have  had  an 

to  a  hospital  has  brought  under  my  observe-  opportunity  of  describing  the  morbid  ap- 

tion;  but  I  do  not  recollect  more  than  two  pearances  met  with  in  &e  brain  in  these 


exceptions  ;  and  one  of  them,  as  it  happens, 

is  now  exhibited  in  the  person  of  one  of  my  Tbis,  then,  is  one  way  in  which  the  hemi- 

patients  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.     Some  plegia  may  become,  or  be  from  the  first,  in- 

of  you  have  seen  the  woman.     It  is  a  well-  complete :  vis.  in  extent.   One  limb  may  be 

marked  exception :  but  in  this  instance  the  powerless  and  the  other  strong.     But  the 

hemiplegia  foltowed  a  blow  on  the  head,  and  palsy  may  also  be  incomplete  in  degree. 

I  suspect  that  a  double  injury  was  inflicted ;  I^  patient  may  be  able  to  move  and  use 

that  the  palsy  ofthe  face  results  from  mischief  his  limbs,  but  they  are  feeble.     He  cannot 

on  one  side  ofthe  brain,  and  the  palsy  of  the  bend  his  fist  firmly ;  or  lift  his  arm  beyond 

limbs  from  mischief  on  the  other.    This  I  a  certain  height.     Or  his  leg  feels  heavy  to 

only  conjecture;  because  the  phoenomenon  him,  and  trails  a  little  behind  as  he  walks: 

is  so  rare*.  he  is  unable  to  stand  upon  that  limb ;  or  to 

Then,  again,  with  respect  to  the  tongue :  plant  his  foot  securely,  or  with  the  usual 

when  put  out  beyond  the  Ups,  its  point  is  precision.     In  short,  there  are  innumerable 

commonly  turned  to  one  side.    To  which  gradations  of  iparalysis,  from  slight  weakness 

side  ?     Why  towartU  the  palsied  side.     For  of  the  affected  muscles  to  perfect  immobility, 

what  reason  ?  Why  because  the  muscles  that  Besides  the  palsy  ^  there  is  often  anaM- 

protrude  the  tongue  are  powerless  on  that  thena  also.     But  this  is  by  no  means  so 

side,  and  in  full  vigour  on  the  other.     That  constant  a  symptom  as  the  paralysis.    The 

half  of  the  tongue  which  corresponds  with  ftinction  of  sensation  (wherefore  I  cannot 

the  sound  side  is  pushed  farther  out  than  the  tell)  is  less  frequently  abolished  or  perverted 

other  half,  and  therefore  the  tongue  bends  to  *!>«»    ^^    function    of   voluntary  motion, 

the  other  side.     Such  is  the  usual  fact,  and  When  the  sensibility  is  lost,  or  blunted,  or 

such  the  explanation  of  it.    But  there  are  ^'^7  bow  modified,  it  is  so,  commonly,  in  the 

more  niimerons  exceptions  to  this  than  to  same  parts  that  are  affected  with  paralysis, 

the  paralysis  of  the  external  facial  muscles.  But  sometimes  there  is  ansesthesia,  and  no 

Sometimes  the  tongue  comes  out  straight ;  palsy ;   and,  more  strange  still,  there  has 

sometimes  the  patient  cannot  protrude  it  at  been  sometimes  anesthesia  of  one  side,  and 

all;  and  sometimes,  even,  it  bends  towards  PbIbJ  of  the  other.     As  a  general  rule,  the 

the  sound  side.    But  the  rule  is  as  I  have  ansesthesia  is  less  common,  and  less  intense 

stated  it.  ^ban  the  palsy ;  and  is  much  sooner  reoo- 

T^tff  also  has  been  noticed  of  the  tongue  ▼cred  from. 
In  such  cases;  that  the  patient  has  been  able,  1^  mental  faculties  are,  in  some  few  in- 
after  some  effort,  to  thrust  it  suddenly  out,  stances,  quite  unhurt  by  the  attack :  too  fre. 
and  then  has  required  a  certam  interval  of  quentiy,  however,  they  suffer  irreparable 
time  before  he  could  do  so  again ;  as  if  the  damage.  Of  many  persons,  a  striking  altera- 
spent  nervous  power  was  slowly  regenerated,  tion  is  evident  in  the  whole  character  and 
With  these  different  affections  of  the  tongue,  temper.  The  brave  man  has  become  timid ; 
the  prudent  man  foolish;    the  calm  and 

•  This  patient  died  afterwards,  at  her  own  ^'^^  Pf^^  '^^  impatient     There 

home;  and  no  opportunity  was  given  of  in-  "  "<>  longer  the  same  power  of  attention^ 

specting  the  body.  the  same  capacity  for   business,  the  same 
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cleamess  and  comprehension  of  thought,  strictly  involuntary  muscles  do  not  altoge- 
And,  whatever  other  changes  may  be  ob-^  ther  or  always  escape.  Tlie  pulse,  as  I  have 
aervable,  there  are  two  ways,  especially,  in*   stated,  will  often  become  slow  or  irregular 

which  the  patient,  after  he  has  emerged  from  in  the  apoplectic  attack ;  and  the  bowels  are 

the  coma,  is  very  apt  to  be  affected :  viz.  by  usually  very  obstinately  costive ;  their  peris- 

a  defection  of  memory,  more  or  less  partial ;  taltic  motion,  which  results  from  the  con- 

and  by  a  peculiar    tendency  to  emotion,  traction  of  involuntary  muscles,  is  suspended 

especially  the  emotion  of  grief :  he  will  weep  or  diminished.     Now  the  old  writers  on 

for  very  slight  causes,  sometimes  long  after  apoplexy  puzzled  themselves  with  devising 

the   attack   of  apoplexy  has  passed  over,  explanations  of  the  fact  that  the  involuntary 

TtoB  is  very  curious.     I  should  have  stated  muscles  are  so  little  affected  in  this  disease, 

before  that  the  same  readiness  to  died  tears,  Boerhaave,   and  others,  fancied    that    the 

and  to  be  immoderately  affected  by  trifling  voluntary  muscles  were  influenced  by  affec- 

causes   of  emotion,  is   sometimes   noticed  tions  of  the  cerebellum  ;  the  involuntary  by 

among  the preeurtory  symptoms  of  apoplexy,  those  of  the  cerebrum,  of  the  brain  proper : 

Tracing  these  cases  onwards  still  farther —  but  this  is  quite  in  opposition  to  weU-asoer- 
such  cases,  I  mean,  as  do  not  perfectly  re-  tained  facts.  Le  Gallois  entertained  the 
cover — we  find  that  the  palsied  limb  wastes :  notion  that  the  movements  of  the  heart  and 
inaction  of  the  muscles,  according  to  the  alimentary  canal  are  under  the  dominion, 
principle  which  I  explained  to  you  in  a  very  not  of  the  brain,  but  of  the  spinal  cord ;  and 
early  part  of  these  lectures,  leads  to  a  less-  this  doctrine  was  received  and  sanctioned  by 
ened  nutrition,  and  a  consequent  diminution  the  French  Institute  :  but  it  has  been 
of  bulk:  in  one  word,  to  atrophy.  Some-  refuted  by  the  experiments  of  later  ob- 
ttmes,  indeed,  the  size  of  the  helpless  limb  servers.  We  are  enabled,  I  think,  to  ex- 
is  maintained,  or  even  augmenteid,  by  the  plain,  now  a  days,  why  the  muscles  of  in- 
supervention  of  oedema.  'Die  motion  of  the  voluntary  motion  often  are  not  affected  in 
blood  in  its  veins  is  not  aided  by  the  play  of  apoplexy.  I  have  before  had  occasion  to 
its  muscles,  and  the  cellular  tissue  becomes  shew  you  that  the  functions  of  organic  life 
infiltered  with  serous  liquid.  are  not  necessarily  dependant  upon  any  in- 

Again,   these  palsied  limbs   are  usually  fluence  derived  from  the  brain :  they  might 

colder  than  their  fellows.    This  probably  is  go  on,  if  a  due  supply  of  arterial  blood  were 

owing  to  the  diminished  circulation  of  blood  kept  up,  even  though  there  was  no  brain  at 

through  the  capillaries :  there  is  not  so  much  all.     Some  foetuses  have  arrived,  in  other 

blood  converted  into  venous  from  arterial;  respects,  at  their  full  growth,  in  which  there 

and  less  animal  heat  is  developed.    This  has  was  no  brain ;  nay,  in  which  there  was  nd- 

been  observed  even  when  the  main  artery  of  ther  brain  nor  spinal  marrow, 

the  part  has  beat  as  forcibly  as  in  the  cor-  In  truth  it  seems  to  be  more  difficult  to 

responding  part  on  the  other  side.  explain  why  the  organs  of  involuntary  motion 

It  is  necessary  to  be  aware  that  these  are  sometimes  affected,  in   apoplectic  and 

palsied  parts  do  not  resist  the  influence  of  paraljrtic  diseases,  than  why,  in  general,  they 

cold  or  heat  so  well  as  the  sound  parts,  are  not.     But   some  elucidation    of   this 

When  the  sensibility  is  blunted,    we  can  matter  I  have  also  attempted  to  give  in  a 

readily  understand  how  the  limb  may  become  former  part  of  the  course.     The  organs  of 

burned,  ^m  the  absence  of  any  warning  involuntary  motion  are  not  dependant  upon 

pain  that  an  injurious  degree  of  heat  is  ap-  the  brain  and  nervous  system ;  yet  they  are 

plied :  but  this  is  not  all.     A  lower  degree  liable  to  be  influenced  through  Uieir  medium ; 

of  temperature  than  would  injure  a  sound  as  we  know  by  the  effect  produced  upon 

part  has  often  been  found  prejudicial  to  a  those  organs  by  certain  emotions  of  mind, 

palsied  part :  and  if  these  palsied  parts  get  Dr.  Wilson    Philip  has  shewn  clearly,  by 

chilled  by  frost,  they  more  readily  vesicate  his  experiments,  that  the  way  to  affect  the 

and  inflame,  on  the  return  of  heat,   than  action  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  involuntary 

other  parts :  merely  tcarm  water  will  some-  muscles,  through  the  brain  and  nervous  sys- 

times  act  upon  them  like  scalding  water.     I  tem,  is  to  act  upon  a  larpe  portion  of  that 

say  a  knowledge  of  this  fact  is  of  practical  system  at  once.     Hence  any  disease  which 

moment.     Thai  degree  of  warmth  which  the  inflicts  extensive  damage  upon  the  encephalon 

palsied  limb  fails  to  generate  for  itself,  we  will  be  likely  to  disturb  and  weaken  the 

must  accumulate  for  it  by  warm  clothing ;  functions  of  the  heart  and  alimentary  canal, 

and  we  must  take  care  that  it  is  never  ex-  Conversely,  when  we  find,  in  a  case  of 

posed  to  any  artificial  temperature  which  apoplexy,  the  involuntary  muscles  sensibly 

exceeds  a  certain  point.    We  sometimes  see  affected,  we  may  infer,  I  believe,  that  the 

mischief  done  by  applying  hot  bottles  or  injury  done  to  the  nervous  matter  is  great 

bricks— /oo  hot  -to  such  limbs.  and  serious. 

In  speaking  of  the  palsy,  I  have  dwelt  Anatomical  characters,  —  Let  us  next, 
especially  on  the  loss  of  action  and  power  with  the  view  of  farther  explaioing  the  pa- 
observed  in  the  voluntary  muscles  :  but  the  thology  of  this  disease,  direct  our  attention 


iM      ML  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC. 


1&  dh»  Wffianmem  winch  tre  met  with  after  of  mch  extreme  tenvitj  that  doabta  have 
4/11/1%  im  the  most  oommoo  fonna  of  the  been  entertained  oonoemmg  its  existence. 
MMflttBt.  *  These  ▼essels,  moreoTer,  are  not  protected, 

I  sMl  pam  ofcr  thooe  cases  in  which  no    as  elsewhere,  by  investing  sheaths  of  celluhur 
mwtiid  condition  is  detected,  simply  re-     membrane,  and  receive  bat  slight  support 


yon  that  the  altered  relation  of  the    from  the  soft  and   delicate  substance  by 
fcoova  to  the  arterial  drcnlation  in  the    which    they  are    immediately  sorroonded. 


braia  may  perhaps  account  for  the  symp-  They  are  likewise  very  subject  to  a  particular 

tODS,  and  for  the  extinction  of  life :  or  the  form  of  disease,  by  which  their  natural  fra- 

•Itefed  Telocity  of  the  blood  drcolating  in  gility  is  much  increased,  and  lying  near  to 

the  brain  may  account  for  them  :  or,  what  is  the  heart,  and  in  the  primary  direction  of  the 

more  probable  still,  a  determination  of  blood  blood  aa  it  is  driven  from  the  left  ventricle, 

towards  the  head,  or  a  detention  of  blood  they  have  been  thought  espedally  liable  to 

fai  the  head,  sufficient,  by  tightening  the  full  sustain  the  additional  momentum    arising 

vessels,  to  oocssion  extraordinary  pressure  from  the  more  forcible  contractions  of  that 

upon  the  nervoua  pulp,  may  account  for  chamber ;  whether  these  are  determined  by 

them.  occasional  and  transient  causes,  or  depend 

I  pass  over  likewise  those  esses  in  which  upon  permanent  organic  disease  of  the  heart 

iemm  only  is  found  efl^ised  beneath  the  itself.     On  this  point,  however,  I  shall  have 

arachnoid,  or  into  the  ventricles.     A  mode-  something  more  to  say  hereafter, 
rate  quantity  of  serous  fluid  poured   out        Still  there  is  no  reason,   I  think,    for 

rapidly  during  life  would  certainly  occasion  doubting,  that  hemorrhage  by  exhalation 

a  degree  of  pressure  adequate  to  the  produc-  may  take  place,  though  rarely,  from  the  free 

^  tion  of  fatal  coma.     How  the  serum  comes  surface  of  the  brain,  or  rather  of  its  investing 

to  be  so  effused,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  say.  membranes.    But  the  rule  is,  that  it  proceeds 

Yet  there  is  one  condition  of  the  blood-  from  the  mechanical  rapture  of  a  blood- 

vesseb  of  the  brain  which,  when  it  can  be  vessel. 

proved  to  exist  in  a  given  case,  is  sufficient        In  cerebral  hemorrhage,  the  blood  may 

to  account  for  the  effusion.     Any  real  or  be  effused  in  one  or  other  of  three  different 

virtual  retardation  of  the  blood  in  the  cere-  situations ;  vis.  upon  the  external  surface  of 

hral  veins  would  lead  to  what  is  tantamount  the  brain,  tf.  e.  upon  or  between  the  mem- 

to  dropsy,  there,  aa  well  as  in  any  other  part  branes  ;  or  into  one  or  more  of  its  ventricles ; 

of  the  body ;   and  the  intelligible  causes  of  or  into  the  very  substance  of  the  brain  itself. 

soch  retardation  are  known  aometimes  to  be  In  the  two  former  situations  it  is  sometimes, 

in  operation.  perhaps,  poured  out  by  exhalation  ;  in  the 

But  I  wish  to  consider  more  particularly  latter,  which  is  infinitely  die  most  common. 

Hie  appearances  tliat  are  met  with  in  the  it  always  proceeds  from  the  rupture  of  one 

Inain  after  death  by  cerebral  h^tmorrha§€,  or  more  blood-vessels. 

after  aH,  is  the  most  common  source        It  is  necessary  to  remember  that  even 

apoplectic  and  paralytic  disorders.  when  blood  is  found  spread  over  the  surface. 

In  tlie  first  place  (as  I  have  more  than  or  distending  the  ventricles  of  the  brsin,  it 

stated  before)  the  popular  notion  that  frequently  has  not  been  originally  poured  out 

hainoiilisgf  is  owing  to  the  giving  way  of  a  in  those  situations.     If  the  hsemorrhage  into 

eoDsidersble  blood-vessel — althou^  this  no-  the  substance  of  the  brain  be  considerable  in 

lioo  aeldom  has  refSerence  to  the  brsin,  be-  amount,  the  blood  generally  forces  a  passage, 

eanse  tlie  blood  cannot  reach  the  external  by  laceration  of  the  cerebral  tissue,  either 

•■rfaoe  of  the  body,  and  therefore  does  not  into  the  ventricles,  or  (less  frequently)  to 

strike  the  popular  sense  —  I  say  this  notion  the  surface ;  or  even  in  both  these  directions 

is  more  true  of  cerebral  than  of  any  other  at  once. 

luuiMHibage.     Much  more  true,  espedally.        In  some  rare  cases  blood  is  found  effused 

m  regards  tiie  brain  than  aa  regards  tlte  beneath  or  into  the  pia  mater,  over  a  email 

lugs,  to  whadi  btter  organ  the  bursting  of  space  only,  as  between  one  or  two  of  the 

a  blood-vessel  is»  in  vulgar  parlance,  most  convolutions,  and  no  where  else.    Sometimes 

commonly  ascribed.  it  is  spread  in  a  thin  layer  over  the  whole  of 

This  comparative  frequency  of  lisemor-  one  hemisphere,  and  is  found  no  where  else, 

flugefirom  the  actual  rupture  of  vessels  may,  Sometimes  blood  is  discovered  in  one  or 

in  some  measure,  be  scoounted  for  by  their  more  of  the  ventricles,  and  no  where  else : 

peculiarities  of  texture  and  reUtioo.    The  but  all  these  are  comparatively  unfrequent 

blood-vessels  distributed  within  the  cranium  events. 

are  kmg  and  slender;  excepting  the  sinuses,        When  the  blood  is  effused  into  the  sub- 

the  GoaU  of  both  arteries  and  veins  are  stance  of  the  brain,  and  does  not  break 

^hmer  and  wealter  tiian  in  otiier  parts  of  a  passage  out,  eitiier  in  one  direction  or 

the  body :  the  middle  tunic  of  the  arteries  the  other,  its  pressure  U  not  necessarUv 

haa  not  more  than  one-half  ito  ordinary  or  immediately  mortal.    The  patient,  aa  I 

thickness ;  and  tiie  outer  or  odhUar  coat  is  have  already  exphdned,    may  survive    for 
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wedi,  or  montibs,  or  Tora ;  and  the  dot  of  the  original  cftvitjr,  or  from  loaieotlier 

Uood  willy  in  tbe  mnrntime,  imdefgo  wtrj  ita  parietea  are  not  ultimately  bnmght  into 

remarluhle  cfaangea.  mntnal  contact,  there  remaina  a  kind  of  cytf. 

The  ceO,  or  carity,  in  which  the  eztrara-  lined  by  a  amooth  yeUowiah  membnme  s 

aated Mood ia contained, Tarieamachaa  to  ita  aonictimea  tiateiaed  hya  few  alendertiireada 

aue.     It  ia  iomctimea  scarcely  of  anffident  of  ceUnlar  ttane  which  eroaa  each  other  in 

ci|Mcity  to  reoeire  a  large  pea :  aometimea  Yarioaa  directiona ;  aometiniea  filled  widi  a 

it  oocapies  nearly  the  whole  of  one  honia-  aoft,   fine,  orange-cokmred  apongy  tiaane, 

phere.      It  ia  addom,  howcrer,  I  repeat,  in  whidi  a  nvmber  of  minnte  liVinil  nianli 

that  a  oommimication  is  not  formed  between  ramiff ;    aometimea    containing   a  gdati* 

the  ori^nal  cairityand  the  snifeoe  in  tiie  one  none  or  serooa  li^[md ;  and  aometimea  ap* 

directioD,  or  thcTCDtrideain  the  other,  when  parently  empty,  baring  been  oocopied  by 

mmek  blood  has  been  shed.     Freqoe&tly  a  aome  kind  of  aeriform  fluid, 

direct  opening  ia  made  by  the  blood  from  It  ia  impoaaihie  to  aasign  tbe  predae  pe- 

one  lateral  Tcntride  to  the  otiher  through  the  rwd  within  wfaidi  theae  remarkable  changea 

septum  hiddnm ;   aometimcs  it  passes  from  may  be  aooomplidied.     Dr.  Aberoombie 

Uie  one  to  the  other  through  the  foramen  of  baa  detailed  an  inatance  in  whidi  a  ooagnlam« 

Monro;  and  even  the  chamber  of  the  septum  that  most  hate  been  of  very  oonaiderableaiae, 

hiddnm  itself  baa  been  found  distmdrd  by  a  had  entirely  diaappeared  in  kaa  than  fire 

certain  quantity  of  blood.  montha.    In  another  of  hiacaaea  it  waa  aeea 

If  the  dot  of  blood  in  an  isolated  cavity  to  be  partially  absorbed  at  the  end  of  Area 

be  examined  soon  after  its  effusion,  it  is  months.     **  On  the  other  hand,  Moulin 

fbund  to  be  of  a  soft  gdatinoos  consistence,  found  a  amall  eoagulnm  not  quite  gone  at 

and  of  a  dark  colour,  much    like    black  the  end  of  a  year :  and  Riob6  obaerved  some 

currant  jelly  ;     tbe  aidea    of    the    cavity  of  the  blood  still  remaining  in  a  carity  (k 

are  irr^jular  and  ragged ;  and  tbe  oerebrd  amall  extent  after  twenty  montha.     In  two 

enbatanoe  of  which  they  are  formed  ia  gene-  cases  Serres  found  ahard  eoagulum  of  blood 

raQy,  to  tiie  d^tb  of  a  line  or  two,  moist,  remaining ;  in  the  one  at  the  end  of  two, 

aQft,andasif  stained  of  a  reddish  or  yellowish  and  in  tl^  other  at  the  end  of  three  yeara. 

ooknir,  whidi  ia  fiunter  in  proportion  as  it  is  It  baa  been  said  that  the  cicatrization  of  the 

more  distant  from  the  oosgulum,  and  gra-  carity  takea  place  mudi  more  slowly  and  im« 

dually  loses  itadf  in  tbe  n^oial  tint  of  the  peiliectly  when  the  effused  blood  has  passed 

surrounding  parts.     Ibis  latter  condition  ocroar,  and  Utrm,  the  fibre$  of  the  brain, 

would  aeem  to  depend  upon  a  dow  imbi-  than  when  it  baa  been  poured  out  in  a  direo- 

bition  of  the  aerous  portion  of  the  effuaed  tion/MwiB£fe/todioaefibres,ao  at  to  separata 

blood  mixed  with  aome  of  its  colouring  without  breaking  them, 

matter.     It  begins  to  manifest  itJielf  about  Dr.  Abercrombie  statea  that  be  had  never 

the  third  day  fomi  tbe  attack,  and  is  most  aeen  any  thing  to  satisfy  him  that  die  cysts 

apparent  from  theeighthto  the  twdfth  day ;  are  oqiable  of  being  obliterated  by  dc^« 

at  which  period,   under  ordinary  drcum-  sation.     Neither  have  I.    But  Dr.   Btnm, 

atanoea,  the  whole  of  the  aerum  has  been  re-  Dr.  Bright,  and  sevend  of  the  Frendi  pa- 

moved,  and  the  prooeas  of  absorption  seems  tiiologista  of  approved  credit  and  accuracy, 

to  be  in  active  operation.    By  degrees  this  agree  in  thdr  description  of  this  obliteration 

atain  disiqppcars ;    tbe  coagiAsm    beoomca  oi  tbe  edb.    And  you  should  bear  fat  mbid 

more  and  more  compact ;   pff""***  first  a  that  a  small  dcatriz  in  tbe  brain  may  Tery 

brownish,  and  subsequently  a  pale  red  or  easily  escape  notice,  if  not  eipieady  soudit 

even  yellowish  hue ;  <iti«itii«iM^  continually  for ;  especially  as  the  examination  of  nat 

in  magnitude ;  and  at  length  may  be  entirdy  organ  is  oftni  oondncted,  Tia.  by  cutting 

reabsorbed.  away  thick  slices  from  tbe  hemispheres  in 

In  tbe  meantime  the  waDs  of  the  cavity  rapid  succession,  in  order  to  arrive  am  soon 

are  becoming  lesa  uneven,  and  clothe  them-  as  possible  at  tbe  laterd  Tentridea,  and  the 

adves,  by  degrees,  as  they  contract  upon  the  baae  of  the  bndn. 

shrinking  cMgulum,  with  a  distinct  mem-  It  frequently  happcaa  that  a  patient  baa 

brane  of  a  yeUowish  cokmr,  sometimes  of  auffiered,  during  life,  severd  distinct  attacks 

extreme  delicacy,  and reaembling  the  aerona  of  apoplexy  or  of   oerebrd  bmoorrfaaget 

membranes;  sometimes tiiid(,and apparently  and  that  as  many  cells  are  met  with  §iUr 

fibrous.  When  the  ovpodte  sides  oftheeeQ  at  death;  exhOiitlng  respecttvdy  various  stsges 

length  meet,  tiiey  ai&iere  together,  and  a  true  of  that  proeeas  of  npdr  wUdi  has  Just  beca 

dcatrizenaneBytheplaceofwUchismsrked  described. 

bya8ortoffibrouaknot,fonningaremarkabla  These  are  the  diaages  that  moattytdce 

oontrast  with  die  softer  textvrs  sronnd  it ;  plaee  hi  the  eoagulum,  and  its  eoBtafaiiag 

or  leaa  frequeotly  by  a  simibv  iadmation  of  eell*  when  the  b«morrfasge  does  not  prove 

^alfaearform.    In  this  caae,  ^  sides  of  the  fetal,  and  the  patient  recovers  more  or  less 

ooUapeed  cavity  are  aometimes  found  to  be  eompletdy*    But  the  same  «haafcs  do  not 

merd^wnlied  to  each  odMT,  without  actnd  ahr^s,  or  neeeasarily,oeeur,     *»?«*•' 

adheeionr^lMB,  from  the  great  extent  of  bdng  gradually  removed  by  absorption,  the 
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extraTuated  blood  appears  occasionally  to  the  optic  thalamus ;  making,  in  all,  298 

become  a  solid,  or^nized,  and  consequently  instances  (or  more   than  three-fonr^  of 

living  mass,  deriving  its  nourishment  from  the  whole  number)  in  which  the  sanguine 

the  arteries  of  the  brain.     A  man,  whose  effusion  occupied  the  corpora  striata,  optie 

case  is  related  by  Andral,  was  smitten  with  thalami,  and  their  immediate  vicinity, 
apoplexy,  and  remained  thenceforward,  for        The  result  of  my  own  observation  coin . 

many    years,   hemiplegic.      At  length    he  ddes  entirely  with  this,  although  I  cannot, 

died,  of  some  other  complaint,  in  the  wards  at  present,  reduee  it  to  a  numericad  statement, 
of  La  Charity.    When  his  brain  was  ex*        From  the  same  table  we  may  infer  also 

amined  there  was  found,  in  one  of   the  the  comparative  infrequency  of  hemorrhage 

hemispheres,  amass  of  a  pale  red  colour  and  into  the  cerebellum.     It  is  mentioned  as 

fibrous  appearance,  traversed  by  numerous  having  occurred  in  21  of  the  392  cases ; 

small  blood-vessels  which  anastomosed  with  or  in  about  1  in  19. 

those  of  the  brain :  the  surrounding  nervous        Dr.  Craigie  states  that  the  parts  which 

matter  retained  its  natural  aspect;  and  there  are  the  seat  of  the  hsemorrhoge  may  be 

was  no  appearance  of  any  cyst.  arranged,   in  the  order    of   frequency,   as 

follows  : — the  corpus   striatum  ;   the  optic 

Bitnation  qf  the  htemorrhage. — It  has  thalamus  ;  the  hemispheres  ;  the  pons 
long  been  known  that  hsemorrhage  does  not  Varolii ;  the  crura  of  the  brain ;  the  medulla 
occur  in  all  parts  of  the  tubMianee  of  the  oblongata ;  and  the  cerebellum, 
brain  indifferently.  Morgagni  had  remarked  It  is  natural  to  seek  for  some  phyacal 
the  frequency  of  sanguineous  efTusions  in  or  explanation  of  the  cause  which  determines 
near  the  corpora  striata  and  optic  thalami ;  the  extravasation  of  blood  in  certain  parts 
and  more  extensive  subsequent  research  has  of  the  brain  more  frequently  than  in  others, 
amply  verified  the  general  correctness  of  his  Some  light  may,  perhaps,  be  thrown  upon 
observation.  Rochoux,  in  the  treatise  on  this  inquiry,  by  a  consideration  of  the 
apoplexy  which  I  mentioned  before,  pub-  sources  of  the  haemorrhage,  in  the  various 
lished  in  1814,  has  given  a  tabular  account  forms  of  its  occurrence, 
of  the  morbid  appearances  observed  by  him-  I  stated  before  that  the  blood  may  some- 
self  in  the  heads  of  41  persons,  desid  after  timei  be  poured  out  by  exhalation^  in  those 
attacks  of  cerebral  haemorrhage.  less  frequent  forms  of  ceivbral  hsemorrhage 

In  so  many  as  24  of  these,  i.  e,  in  three-  to  which  M.  Serres  has  applied  the  term 

fifths  of  the  whole  number,  the  blood  was  meningeal    apoplexy,    and   in   which    the 

extravasated  in  the  corpus  striatum ;  in  two  blood  is  found    distending  the  ventricles, 

others  in  the  optic  thalamus ;  in  one  it  was  or  spread,  like  a  cap,  over  the  surface  of 

effused  into  the  substance  of  both  the  corpus  the   hemispheres,    without    any   laceration 

striatum  and  the  optic  thalamus  of  the  same  of  the  cerebral  matter.     This  supposition 

side;  and  in  another,  beneath  the  corpus  .rests,   however,  rather  upon   the   analogy 

striatum  ;  so  that  altogether  there  were  28  drawn  from  what  b  known  to  occur  in  other 

cases  out  of  41,  or  seven-tenths  of  the  whole  parts  of  the  body,  than  upon  any  decisive 

number,  in  which  the  dot  was  confined  to  and  unequivocal  evidence.     Blood  has  not 

the  corpora  striata,  optic  thalami,  and  their  unfrequently    been  discovered  in  each  of 

immediate  neighbourhood.     In  the  remain-  these    situations,  when   the    most    carcfbl 

ing  three-tenths  the  blood  was  found  col*  scrutiny  has  failed  to  trace  its  source  to  any 

lected  in  several  other  parts  of  the  cerebral  ruptured  veasel.    Yet  we  cannot  doubt  that 

mass  ;  five  times  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  such  rupture  may  have  existed — either  in 

hemispheres ;  twice  towards  the  posterior  some  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  vessels 

part  of  the  ventricles ;  twice  in  the  inner  of  the  pia  mater,  in  the  one  case,  or  of  the 

and  anterior^  and  three  times  in  the  inner  plexus  choroides  in  the  other — and  yet  have 

and  poeterior  portion  of  the  hemispheres ;  escaped  detection  by  the  most  vigilant  eye. 

and  once  in  the  middle  lobe.  In   Dr.  Abercrombie's  book  there  are  two 

In  Andfal's   Palhologieal  Anatomy  you  interesting  examples  of  extravasation  upon 

will  find  a  much  more  extensive  table  re-  the  surface  of  the  brain,  without  any  obvious 

lating  to  the  same  subject,  and  constructed  source  of  the  harmorrhage ;  the  one  detailed 

by  him  finom  various  authentic  sources.     It  by  Dr.  Hunter,  of  Edinburgh,  the  other  by 

Ittds  to  the  same  general  conclusions.    Thus,  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath, 
among  392  cases  of  hemorrhage  into  the        That  the  hsmorrhage  proceeds  from  rup* 

nervous  substance,  there  were  202  (or  more  ture  of  some  of  the  vessels  composing  the 

than  one-half)  in  which  the  blood  was  extra-  choroid  plexus,  rather  than  from  the  mem- 

vasated  at  once  into  the  corpora  striata,  the  brane  that  lines  the  inner  surface  of  the 

optic  thalami,  and  that  part  of  the  hemis-  ventricles,  when  the  etfnsed  blood  is  con* 

idieres  of  the  brshi  whidi  is  on  a  level  with  fined  to  those  cavities,  is  the  more  probable, 

thoee  bodies.     In  61  cases  (or  about  one-  because  the  vessels  have  been  actually  found' 

seventh  of  the  whole  number)  it  was  confined  broken  (as  in  casesof  ventricular  hsmorrhage, 

to  the  corpus  striatum.     In  35   (or  one-  described   by   De   Haen  and   Cmveilhier), 

eleventh  of  the  whole)  it  was  limited  to  and  because  they  sre  liable  to  well-marked 
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of  a  natnc  to  reader  diem  tnon  tioa,  bUwun  tteir  timics,  tometiBfics  of  a 

thm  vnaDj   firagfle.      Tlie    arteries^    for  flnbataiioe  meaibKii^  aUKuncn  or  9o(t  corti- 

emampir,  arUch  belong  to  that  plexas*  are  kigr,  ■onetimes  of  actoal  pliciq>hate  of  lime, 

■abfect  to  a  pffcaBar  khid  of  allnatiea  tkat  to   which  «e    commooly    apply   the  tenn 

I   shaU    pRamtly  BKntioa,   as  freqeentlj  aH^eslBoak     This  earthy  or  cartibgiiioBS 

be  whole  artcrisi  systan  of  thie  deposit  exists  osoally  ia  whitish  patches  of  a 

1  j$a  rtamm  sre   often  psrtiallj  rooodirii  or  oblong  form*  disposed  at  Tariovs 


of    bony  rings,  with  healthier 

of  the  srtery  betaeoi  them.     One 

into  the  MuMtmu  fftke  effect  of  this  morbid  condition  is  to  diminish 

npon  rsptnia  of  soom  tte  iarv  of  tho  sflectwl  artery,  and  to  make 

one  or  asore  of  its  blood.^cssds :  and  it  is  it  of  nnfqnal  capacity.     And  as  this  Taria- 

to  titis  fatt  of  the  rapUuc  of  t*sstls  that  we  tkm  of  calibre  impedes  the  free  pasaage  of 

aanst  cUefly  look  fcr  an  explanation  of  die  the  Uood,  it  tends  indirectly  to  increase  the 

peoafiar  liability  to  hcssoiThsge  of  certain  pressnreof  that  inid  against  the  sides  of  the 

portions  of  the  bram ;  the  corpora  striata,  vemeL     Another  eliect  is  to  deprire  the 

namely,  ^e optic  fhskmi,  andtlie  parts  im-  ooats  of  the  artery  of  their  nataral  dm- 

mediately  ad^seent  to  theae.    The  corpora  ticity,  and  to  diminish  their  power  of  cohe- 

stiisto  are  not  only  of  nracfa  aofter  consis-  sion ;  and  tfaos  to  render  them  weak  and 

tenoe  than  most  other  parts  of  the  brain,  frangible,  and  at  lengtb  nnable  to  sostain 

but  they  are  also  tiaieised  by  more  name-  the  increased  impulse  of  the  Uood.    This 

roos  ss  wdl  as  by  larger  blood-Teasels  thsn  condition  ooenrs  in  the  smsDer  raoaificBtions 

are  other  psits.    These  frets,  and  the  con-  m  wdl  in  the  larger  tranks  of  die  cerebral 

dnsions  to  whidi  they  point,  did  not  escspe  arteriea. 

the  sagacity  of  MorgsgnL     *'  On  some  occa-         There  is  yet  anodier  orrasional  canse  of 

sions  (says  he)  when  I  hare  cat  die  corpora  hmmonhage.    The  arteriea  at  the  base  of 

striata  into  pieces  horixontally,  I  remember  the  brain  are  aabfeci  to  aneariim,  and  to 

to  hare  obsenred  in  the  external  anterior  eonaeqacnt  mptare.    Morgagni  baa  reported 

part  of  eadi,  a  little  pit  as  it  were,  acrom  cases  of  snenrism  sfiedtng  the  intemslcaro. 

which  lay  a  Tery  conspicnoas  blood- vessd.  tid  snd  basilar  arteries.     Senea  hss  de- 

And  on  other  occasioiis,Qponaittingob]iqnely  scribed  a  esse  of  spoplezy  resolting  from 

and  slowly,  I  bare  remsrked  in  the  same  perforation  of  the  bari]ar>  artery,  which  was 

sitaatiott  many  red  lines,  like  threads,  which  dilated,  not  frrfrom  its  soperior  bifnrestion, 

were  in  fret  blood  ressels  nmning  paraUd  into  an  anenrinaal  poodi  as  big  ss  a  hen's 

to  one  soother,  snd  of  a  larger  siie  than  ^gg.     Dr.  Baillie  records  an  instance  adiere 

elsewhere."     In  truth  yon  may  often  notice  bodi  the  intemd  carotids,  on  the  side  of 

the  open  months  of  a  clnster  of  sodi  rcmeb  the  sells  tordcs,  were  distended  into  little 

tbat  bare  been  dirided.     Morgagni  mw  in  snenrisms,  one  of  the  anenrisms  being  sbont 

this  anatomical  fret  a  probable  solution  of  the  size  of  a  cherry,  the  other  somewhat 

the  psthologicsl  fset  that  the  parts  in  qnes-  smaller :  snd  similsr  examples  are  refaded 

tion  are  the  most  common  seats  of  eztrara-  by  other  writers.     I   hare  seen  taw  sacb 

sation.    In  corroboration  of  these  riews  it  myself;  snd  a  besntilnl  prepsration  of  one 

ia  worth  remsrktng  that  the  corpora  striata  of  them  Is  pwaeited  in  the  mnsenm  of  the 

are  espedaUy  subject  to  Isceratioa  snd  san-  College  of  Physidsns. 

gnine  effusion,  while  the  surrounding  parts 

remsin  unhurt,  in  riolent  concussion  of  the  ni  iictr'  l  i     Ti?r"ri'iii7c 

hrain.     And  when  injections  are  fbrcrd  into  t^l-liNlCAL.    L.l!.Cli;  KISb. 

the  cerebral  blood-vessels  in  the  dead  body,  Bt  Dr.  Corbigak, 

it   is  in  the  rery  ssme  parts,  the  corpora  j    j  j»    rr    j    •  t   r         tt      m  # 

striata  shore  all  others,  that  a  sort  of  frcti-  ^'«^«-«'  «<  '*'    ZiV  ^«V«/«/, 

tioos  hatmorrfaa^  is  produced  by  the  rupture  '**' 

of  Tpsseb,  and  the  escape  of  their  oontenti.  During  the  Semion,  1840-41. 

Duease  of  ike  cerebral  Uood-veueli. —  

I  hare  mentioned  some  original  peculiarities  Lkctukb  IV. — (Fbtxr,  No.  2.) 

of   texture  snd    relation,    wfaidi    may   be  We  occupied  our  preceding  lecture  with 

thought  to  predispose  the  blood-ressds  of  some  genera]  observations    on   fever,   that 

the  brain,  more  than  others,  to  Iseeralion.  were,  I  bdieve,  absolutely  necessary,  pre- 


But  the  mudm  predisposing  canse  of  thst    rioosly  to  going  into  a  description  of  frver 
event  is,  doubtless,  their  great  liability  to    as  we  see  it  at  present  under  our  immediate 


iftseoM.     Except  the  commencing  portion  of  obaervation.  I  purpose  now  directing  your  at- 

tiie  aorta  itself ,  diere  are  no  arteries  in  the  tention  to  the  characters  ofthefever  at  present 

body  so  frequendy  found  in  a  morbid  state  epidemic,  whether  those  characters  serve  to 

as  the  cerebral  srteries.     And  the  change  to  distinguish  the  disease,  to  serve  as  prognostic 

which  dtey  are  most  sntject  is  that  deposi-  signs,  or  to  be  our  guides  in  treatment. 


90  DR.  GORRIOAN'S  CLINICAL  LECTURES. 

Fever,  u  now  in  onr  hospital,  natorally  it  may  more  often  arise  from  this  eauae  than 
divides  itself  into  three  forms,  and  theae  are  is  supposed,  that  several  of  a  family  wiU 
so  well  marked  that  we  might  almost  call  them  suffer  from  fbver ;  and  this  similarity  of  con- 
classes.  Id  one  bed  you  see  a  representative  atitution  may  often  be  the  cause  of  fever 
of  the  first  class — an  approach  to  the  simple  attacking  many  of  a  family,  when  contagion 
inflammatory  fever  of  Cullen.  A  patient  is  haa  wrongfully  been  charged  with  the  whole 
admitted  on  th^  second  or  third  day  of  fever ;  blame.  We  see  an  illustration  of  this  same 
the  skin  is  hot ;  the  pulse  is  quick  and  full ;  principle  occasionally  in  children :  when 
the  tongue  u  creamy,  soft,  and  white ;  the  children  of  a  family,  separated  from  one 
countenance  is  florid;  and  the  skin,  with  another,  will  almost  simultaneously  catch 
considerable  heat,  gives  a  feeling  of  very  hooping-cough,  or  other  epidemic  diseases, 
slight  moisture  to  the  hand  of  the  observer :  Popular  observation  says  this  has  happened 
a  few  rose-coloured  macnlg  are  on  the  skin,  bemuse  the  disease  has  run  in  the  blood : 
This  case,  or  the  class  of  cases  of  which  this  the  explanation  appears  to  be  that  already 
is  a  representative,  you  might,  perhaps,  at  given.  The  chil(&en  of  the  one  family  re- 
first,  suppose,  from  the  vehemence  of  the  semble  one  another  more  in  constitution  than 
symptoms,  would  proceed  to  still  greater  in-  strangers ;  the  constitution  of  the  one  child 
tensity,  and  would  prove  to  be  fever  of  has  felt  the  influence  of  the  prevailing  epide- 
great  severity  and  considerable  duration.  It  mic  agent :  there  is  notlung  difficult  to 
is,  however,  not  so.  These  cases  you  will  imagine  in  supposing  that  a  similar  oonstitu- 
obaerve  almost  invariably  turn  out  well,  tion  at  some  distance  should  bow  to  the 
scarcely  requiring  any  beyond  the  commonest  same  influence ;  and  thus,  perhaps,  in  thoee 
attention.  They  terminate  in  a  few  days  cases,  as  in  the  case  of  tb»  brothers,  Her- 
(seven  or  eight),  either  by  gentle  and  con-  berts,  the  same  influence  produced  in  similar 
tinned  diaphoresis,  or  seem  quietly  to  go  constitutions  the  same  resultsw 
off  without  any  marked  crisis.  This  form  of  maculated  fever  is  always  se- 

Tbe  maculated  fierer,  however,  as  it  pre-  vere ;  reaction  does  not  follow ;  the  macolse 
vails  now,  and  has  prevailed  for  some  months,  are  lidl  through  the  disease  thick  and  dark- 
admits  of  a  division  into  two  forms ;  one,  coloured,  but  well  marked,  although  very 
where  the  disease  sets  in  with  a  heavy  con-  dark  in  colour ;  ^e  patient,  even  when  crisis 
festive  stage,  resembling  almost  the  cold  is  going  forwards,  never  loses  the  aspect  of  a 
■tage  of  ague ;  the  other,  where  the  onset  of  person  suffering  under  heavy  congestion ; 
the  fever  is  so  gradual,  that  it  seems  to  convalescence  is  extremely  slow,  and  return- 
attack,  as  it  were,  by  treachery ;  it  seems  ing  strength  a  long  time  coming  round, 
hard,  or  sometimes  imposable,  to  say  at  what  The  second  form  of  the  maculated  fever 
precise  moment  the  fever  has  commenced,  is  what  may  be  called  "  par  excellence" 
The  caaes  of  two  brothers,  Herberts,  just  treacherous  fever.  It  is  a  form  that,  were  it 
disdiarged  cored,  and  the  case  of  the  woman  only  for  your  own  character,  you  should  re- 
Hsnington,  not  yet  out  of  danger,  are  good  member  :  the  first  deviation^from  health  ia 
examples  of  the  fiint  form.  One  of  the  bro-  scarcely  perceptible ;  the  patient  is  for  many 
then,  Herberts,  presented  himself  at  the  days  what  he  calls  merely  ailing ;  continues 
hof|ntal  gate  for  admission  immediately  on  at  his  profession  or  business  perhapa  up  to 
his  fUling  ill :  he  walked  from  his  work  to  the  moment  of  his  sending  for  professional 
hoepitaL  It  would  not  be  easy  to  forget  his  advice,  or  only  remains  in  bed,  and  seeks  for 
aspect :  he  was  a  stout-built  man,  and  had  advice  on  the  sixth  or  seventh  day  of  his 
beim  previously  strong,  yet  he  seema4>  as  it  fever,  or  of  the  duration  of  his  ailing,  in 
were,  at  once  knocked  down  by  the  onset  of  compliance  either  with  the  urgent  solicita- 
the  fever.  He  was  chilled  and  sunken ;  his  tions  of  his  relatives,  who  see  there  is  some- 
Ihoe  anzions ;  his  eyes  slightly  congested  and  thing  wrong  about  him,  or  because  he  feels, 
drowsy ;  and  his  Ups  livid,  or  bluish ;  his  as  he  describes  himself,  weak,  and  without 
pulse  quick,  and  weak,  and  small.  It  is  a  appetite,  and  disinclined  to  leave  the  bed,  even 
singular  circumstance  that  about  ten  days  although  he  feels  tired  of  it,  and  attributes 
aftCT  his  admission,  his  brother,  who  had  been  the  pains  which  he  describes  when  questioned 
in  England,  and  without  any  communication  as  flying  down  his  limbs,  as  arising  from  his 
with  him,  was  admitted  immediately  after  he  remaining  in  bed.  When  you  see  such  a 
landed  from  the  packet,  into  the  hospital,  with  patient,  there  is  apparently  little  to  excite 
a  fever  of  exactly  the  same  character.  Per-  alarm.  There  is  no  complaint  of  pain  except 
hi^s  we  may  venture  to  explain  this  drcnm-  of  trifling  pains  down  the  limbs ;  there  is  per- 
Btanoe  thus : — ^that  members  of  the  same  haps  no  headache ;  the  pulse  is  not  more  than 
family,  having  similar  conformations  and  88,andthetongueis  only  slightly  coated;  yet, 
similar  constitutions,  are  naturally  liable  to  as  surely  as  suchacasepresents  itself,  will  that 
suffer  in  a  similar  way  from  epidemic  influ-  case  be  a  severe  case,  and  one  in  a  few  days 
ences ;  and  thus  brothers  and  sisters  may,  perhaps  where  life  will  hang  by  a  mere  thread, 
without  any  communication  with  each  other,  Did  not  experiencetell  us  of  thedanger,  of  the 
present  fevers  of  similar  characters.    Perhaps  severity  of  the  dass  of  which  this  is  a  slight 
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iketch,  we  oovld  nevor  Miftid|Mte  diat  iilti-  m  diif  way  riang  from  day  to  day,  then  is 
natdy  the  danger  would  be  ao  urgent.  Such  danger  preparing  to  tmrtt.    There  is  nothing 
a  ease  aa  this  win  perhaps  go  on  with  little  to  attract  attention  in  the  state  of  the  boweb; 
change  or  little  aggrsTation  to  the  ninth  or  the  eracoations  are  perhaps  natorml,  and  the 
tenth  day,  when  the  patient  rather  suddenly  abdonnen  is  soft.     At  first  sight  the  tongne 
becomes  delirious,  iad  either  almost  coma-  perhaps  too  seems  natural,   or  very   little 
toae,  but  still  without  sleep,  or,  what  is  worse,  altered ;  but  if  it  be  not  dry,  or  even  slightly 
becomes  exceedingly  wakeful  and  restless ;  brown  in  colour,  it  is  of  a  grey  colour,  not 
the  whole  nervous  system  continues  in  one  with  a  creamy  grey  or  white  mucous  coat, 
nnintermpted  state  of  agitation,  resembling  such  as  is  presented  in  inflammatory  fever, 
delirium  tremens ;    the  pulse  rises  in   fre-  as  already  noticed,   but  without  a  Air  or 
quency,  and  sinks  in  strength,  and  the  case  mucous  coat,  as  if  the  rillosities  of  cnti. 
is  an  accumulation  of  the  worst  symptoms  de  on  its  surfiu^e  were  dyed  of  that  colour. 
of  typhoid  fever.  Tlie  patient,  at  this  stage  of  fever,  keeps  his 
Let  us,   however,  go   back  on  one  of  mouth  generally  closed,  and  bresthes  through 
those    cases  of   insidious    typhoid    fever  :  his  nose,  so  that  he  preserves  the  tongue 
I  wish  to  impress*  if  I  can*   its  picture  somewhat  moist;  buteven  then  pass  your 
on  you,  because    its  features  are  not  so  finger  over  its  surfiue,  and  it  gives  yon  the 
strongly    marked,   but   that,    if   not    well  feeling  of  not  secreting  any  moisture  on  its 
fixed  in  your  memory,  they  may  readily  surfece,  and  your  eye,  if  you  look  close,  will 
escape  your  detection.    The  greater  number  detect  the  same.    The  patient  replies,  and 
of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  coming  to  our  wards  the  nurse  often  hastens  with  glee  in  such  a 
are  of  this  class;  so  that  there  is  no  difficulty  case  to  tell  you,  that  he  has  no  thirst,  that 
in  your  making  yourself  familiar  with  their  he  does  not  call  for  drink  ;    and  this  is  often 
aspect.     The  nature  of  the  symptoms  coin-  taken  for  a  fevourable  sign  of  the  fever  being 
cides  with  what  we  have  already  observed  of  mild :  for  no  other  reason,  I  suppose,  than 
the  pathology  of  this  fever.     There  is  no  that  in  inflammatory  fever,  there  being  great 
local  disease,  nor  local  symptom  of  any  in-  thirst  when  the  fever  is  at  its  highest,  it  is 
tensity  or  urgency,  but  there  is  not  a  vital  supposed  that  when  there  is  no  thirst  the 
funetion  that  is  not  aflected ;-  trifling,  it  is  fever    cannot    be   dangerous.     Experience, 
true,  in  degree,  ss  for  as  each  may  be  con-  however,  shows    the  conclusion  to  be  ill 
oemcd,  but  when  the  total  is  considered,  founded :  want  of  thirst  ii  a  still  worse  sign 
and  it  is  recollected  that  all  are  more  or  than  want  of  appetite ;    it  proceeds  from  the 
less  aflected,  it  is  scsroely  to  be  wondered  at  assimilating  powers  of  the  digestive  organs 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  result  of  being  so  completely  arrested  that  there  is  not 
the  whole  should  be  so  overpowering  on  the  even  the  ordinary  instinctive  desire  for  drink ; 
system.     The  symptoms  which  point  this  not  even  when  the  tongue  is  dry.     I  attach 
out  also  diagnosticate  this  form  of  fever,  and  considerable  value  to  the  presence  or  absence 
therefore  I  shall  go  over  them  a  little  in  de-  of  this  sign ;  I  have  often  foreseen  the  ap- 
taiL     I  am  now,  recollect,  describing  the  proach  of  aggravation  of  the  case  when  the 
fever  when  it  is  most  useful  to  recognise  it —  only  warning  symptom  hss  been  that  absence 
when,  as  I  have  already  said,  there  is  as  yet  to  of  thirst,  or  cessation  of  desire  for  drink ; 
an  inexperienced  eye  little,  or  rather  nothing,  and  again  anticipated  a  change  for  the  better 
to  indicatethe  danger  that  is  hanging  over  the  when  the  only  sign  to  give  me  the  informs- 
patient.      Care  and  attention  in  observing  tion  was  return  of  thirst.      The  return  of 
wiil«  however,  prevent  any  mistake.     The  thirst,  or  desire  for  drink,  tells  us  that  as- 
patient's  muscular  and  nervous  strength  is  similation  is  npw  going  on,  that  the  digestive 
greatly  reduced,  so  that  he  feels  as  wMk  as  organs  are  again  taking  up  their  duty,  and 
a  child— as  he  often  truly  expresses  himself,  the  desire  for  drink  is  the  instlncttve  calling 
The  same  want  of  strength  ia  exhibited  in  for  the  supply  thus  required ;  as  the  absence 
the  countenance,  which  is  dusky  and  anxioua  of  this  instinctive  calling  had  alresdy  told  us 
and  heavy,  with  an  eye  often  slightly  con-  that  the  digestive  organs  were  arrcstrd  in 
gested,  but  still  with  no  great  heaviness  over  their  functions  of  assimilation.     A  little  re- 
it.    The  cerebral  system  is  also  disturbed  flection  will  bear  out,  what  experience  tells 
in  its  functions  ;  there  is  no  sleep,  or  it  is  us,  that  it  is  just  as  ridiculous  to  consider 
nnrefreshing  and  uneasy.     There  is  perhaps  wsnt  of  thirst  a  good  sign,  as  it  would  be 
nothing  at  this  itsge  at  all  remarkable  in  to  consider  want  of  appetite  for  solid  food  aa 
the  respiration,  but  the  circulation  is  always  a  good  sign.     In  fact,  the  want  at  desire  for 
a  little  quicker  than  natural,  sometimes  very  fluids  shows  a  more  extreme  degree  of  the  loss 
tittle  ;   perhaps  the  pulse  beats  only  88,  of  the  action  at  the  digestive  fonetion,  of 
but  the  next  day  it  is  92,  the  day  after  which  loss  of  appetite  was  the  conmenea- 
98,  and  ao  it  goes  on  gradually  rising :  ment.    If  yon  torn  now  your  attention  to 
there  ia  no  aign  of  local  disease  to  account  the  skin,  it  seems  at  first  natural ;  hot  plaes 
for,  or  correspondwith,  this  daily  increaae  of  your  hand  upon  it,  and  although  not  hotter, 
pulse ;  md  as  surely  as  the  piUse  proceeds  perhaps,  thsin  natural,  there  Is  a  dry  Mting 
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sensation  giren  by  it  to  the  hand  that  ia Tery  AN   ESSAY 

disagreeable  and  Tery  characteristic.  It  wants  on  the 

altogether  the  slightest  approach  even  to  that  «^,,pp„5j   ^-   TYPHTiq   OR   rnisi 

soft  feeUng  that  is  conyeyed  even  from  skin  SOURCES    OF   TYFHUS    OR   CON- 
much  hotter.     It  is  more  like  the  extremely  TINUED  FEVERS, 

dry  sensation  given  to  the  hand  when  kid  on         g^  j^^^^^  ^         Surgeon,  Barrhead, 
the  side  of  a  hot-air  stove,  than  anything  else  ^ 

I  can  compare  it  to ;    and  which  perhaps  -  [J9\^  /Ae  Medical  Gtuette.}  * 

arises  from  its  robbing  the  hand  so  quickly  _ 

of  its  moisture:  perhaps  there  is  also  some  .  «         %         i  •      *!.    •      n  j* 

electric  agency  at  work!  but  on  this  we  can  ^  SOURCE  of  much  ambigjuty  m  all  dis- 

pronounTno  opinion  in  our  present  state  fussions,  w  the  sense  attached  to  the 

of  knowledge.    If  the  slTm  be  more  carcfuUy  terms  employed.    This  is  well  illustrated 

examined  by  the  eye,  a  few  macula  are  dc-  hy  wnters  on  typhus  fevers :  scarcely 

tected  about  the  epigastrium,  abdomen,  and  two  authors  attach  precisely  the  same 

loins :  these  are  scattered,  generally  small  meaning  to  this  term.     Manv  confound 

and  dusky,  few,  or  in  numbers  so  great  as  to  typhus  feyer  with   the  typhoid  state, 

give  a  mottled  appearance  to  the  skin,  and  which  is,  in   reality,  peculiar  to    no 

yet  so  little  different  in  colour  as  to  require  disease,  and  the  attendant  of  many, 

gome  care  to  discover  them.  They  are  some-  "  Typhus  fever/'    observes    a    recent 

times    mixed,  evoi   thus    early,  with  the  writer,  "  is  not  only  an  endemic  disease 

petechia  of   purpura.    Various  diagnostic  ^f  generis,  but  so  strong  is  the  predis- 

signs  are  given  to  distinguUh  between  them,  position  to  that  form  of  pyrexia,  that  it 

This  one  18  sufficient.    Press  the  tip  of  your  f.  __-,e  .^  become  an  a^OTavation  anii 


^  place:  if  it  be  a  stigma  ^^  >««<>., .%»  -               •    ^                       ^     •^i.       -« 

merely  a  congestion  of  a  Uttie  circle  of  pneumonic  fevers,  we  apt,  either  when 

vessels,  and  the  pressure  of  the  finger  wiU  ^ong  continued  or  improperly  treated, 

make  the  colour  disappeai--to  return,  how-  nnder  a  heating  regimen,  to  ffhde  mto 

ever,  in  a  moment  again,  after  the  pressure  it."     Others,  again,  view  typhus  fever 

is  taken  off.    The  maculse  of  a  case  of  fever  to  be  an  exanthematous  disease  of  a 

will  sometimes  present  a  very  strong  resem-  specific  character.    With  this  confusion 

blanoe  to  the  eruption  of  measles.    We  had  existing  regarding  the  nature  of  the 

a  remarkable  instance  of  this  a  few  days  ago  disease,  we  cannot  expect  to  arrive  at 

in  the  female  ward.    All  the  peculiar  distin-  a  very  satisfactory  conclusion  respecting 

gttishing  cresoentic  forms  of  measles  were  the  sources  from  which  it  originates, 

wanting.     I  notice  the  circumstance  for  two  until  we  have  a  proper  notion  of  what 

reasons :  tiie  first,  to  caU  your  attention  to  jg  ^gally  meant  by  typhus  fever, 

the  resonbUncc ;  tiie  next,  to  fix  on  your  j^  ^^^der  to  prevent  either  ambiguity 

mmds  tiie  importance  of  what  I  am  so  ofto  ^^  confusion,  f  will  state  that  I  under- 

at  the  l^d-sidc,  instead  of  from  books.    All  disease,  m  ir«iem,  by  which  our  popu- 

the  distinctive  signs  of  measles  were  recoL  ¥T  ^J^.  frequently  and  so  exten- 

lected  by  you,  and  accurately  given  as  you  s^vely  afiected;— disease  which  has  a 

had  learned  diem  from  books ;  but  Uie  most  definite  progress— succession  of  symp- 

distinctive  of  all  for  some  time  escaped  your  toms — ^has  particular  periods  of  increase 

observation,  vis.  that  measles  appear  on  the  and  decrease :  consequently  the  follow- 

fiMse,  and  maculse  of  fever  never  do.    The  ing  inquiries  will  have  reference  to  all 

only  remaining  function  I  have  now  to  notice  those    divisions    of   continued    fevers 

is  that  of  the  kidneys.     In  the  period  of  adopted  by  writers  on  the  subject. 

fever  I  am  now  describing,  there  are  always  Without  entering  upon  anv  further 

some  characters  which  indicate  a  departure  preliminary  remarks,  we  wilf  at  once 

from  healtii.     Indeed,  I  believe  it  is  a  secre-  proceed  to  examine  the  most  prominent 

tion.  giving  us,  by  its  changes,  some  of  the  of  the  sources  from  which  typhus  fever 

most  useful  mformation  m  fever.   It  is  often  jg  g^j^  ^q  originate 

31^  IS:!!^"f '  "V"^  •%" -'^'  1st :  Contagion.-!  do  not  intend  to 

fa's  23i^.  ""^^-L-S^^  TZ  n  :^'rt°'  '^^"  C"""  "^J '"; 

<mr  .DooeediDff  leeton.,  begging  of  roa,  in  'nvestigaUon  at  best  would  only  give 

^*^;w'^^  "  '°  the  nnmeroo.  op-  .  ™.  ««,  ,«  ««1 «  .  meeting  of  tbe  Fkidey 

portmutm  that  oar  fetrer  wards  now  pretent.  MediralSadety,  March  M,lMl. 
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rise  to  eTidence  of  a  veiy  qaestioiiable  tholomcw's  HospitaL    He  affinns  that 

nature.     By  taking  a  survey  of  our  "  among  the  norses  in  attendance  apon 

fever  hospitals,  I  tnink  we  will  be  en-  fever  patients  in   that    establishment 

abled  to  deduce  a  sufficiency  of  esta-  infection  was  almost  universal." 

blished  facts  to  decide  whether  or  not  Dr.  West,  in  his  account  of  the  fever 

the  disease  be  capable  of  being  propa-  cases  that  occurred  in  the  same  institu- 

gated  by  a  contagious  principle.      In  tion  in  I837-S,  states  "  that  since  last 

the  elaborate  report  of  Drs.  Barker  and  summer  eleven  gentlemen  who  were  in 

Cheyne,  on  the  fever  which  occurred  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  hospital 

Ireland  during  the  years  1817, 18,  and  19,  have     been    attacked    by   the    fever, 

we  find  it  stated  that,  '*  in  the  hospitals  to  which  three  have  faUen    victims ; 

of  the  House  of  Industry,  in  Dublin,  sixteen  nurses  and  twenty-one  patients, 

no  clinical  clerk  or  apothecary  escaped  admitted  for  other  affections,  have  like- 

an  attack  of  the  disease ;  and  on  the  wise  suflfered  froift  the  disease,  which 

20th  January,  1819,  it  was  reported  to  terminated  fatally   in    ten   instances; 

government  that  five  of  the    medical  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  similar 

attendants  of  the  House  of  Industry  cases  occurred  which   did  not  come 

were  at  that  time  lying  ill  of  fever.     In  under  my  notice." 

the  city  of  Cork,  nine  physicians,  in  Dr.  Tweedie,  in  his  Clinical  lUustra- 

attendance  either  on  dispensaries  or  tions  of  Fever,  observes,  at  p.  87,  "  The 

fever  hospitals,  were  attached.    Every  London  Fever  Hospital  is  placed  in  an 

medical  attendant  at  the  South  Fever  open  space,  situated  in  the  vicinity  of 

Asylum  in  that  city  suffered.    At  the  the  metropolis,  close  to  the  Small-pox 

hospitalsof  the  House  of  Industiy,  170  Hospital.     Both  these  establishments 

persons  were    employed   in    diferent  stana  in  the  centre  of  a  lar^  field, 

offices  of  attendance  on  fever  patients ;  where  the  production  of  malaria  is  ex- 

and  from  this  part  of  the  establishment  tremely  improbable.     I  can  state,  from 

were  recorded  198  cases  of  fever*."  the  most  authentic  sources,  that  every 

These  gentlemen  state,  that  the  mi-  physician,   with  one  exception,   (the 

nisters  of  the  Gospel  who  visited  patients  mte  Dr.  Bateman)  has  been  attacked 

labouring  under  fever  during  these  epi-  with  fever  during  his  attendance,  and 

demies,  suffered  in  a  very  remarkable  that  three  of  the  eight  physicians  have 

degree.    Dr.   Stokes,  in  his  essay  on  died.     The  resident  medical  officers, 

Contaepion,  remarks,  that  '*  the  deaths  matrons,  porters,  laundresses,  and  do- 

from  rever  recorded  in  Saunders'  News  mestic  servants,  not  connected  with 

Letter,  from  August  1st  to  December  the  wards,  and  every  female  who  has 

12th  following,  are  sixty-four,  and  of  ever  performed  the  duties  of  a  nurse, 

these  nineteen  are  clergymen  of  some  have  one  and  all  invariably  been  the 

of  the  different  persuasions,  or  of  me-  subjects  of  fever.    Last  summer  a  most 

dical    men  of  Afferent    descriptions ;  convincing   illustration   of  contagion 

which  ajppear  greater  than  the  propor-  occurred.    The  present  medical  officer 

tion  which  these  two  classes  bear  to  was  attacked  with  fever,  and  it  was 

the  whole  of  those  whose  deaths  we  necessary  in  consequence  to  appoint 

may  suppose  were  mentioned  in  that  some  one  to  perform  his  duties  during 

manner."  his  illness.    The  first  person  who  offi- 

In  Dr.  Crampton's  medical  report  of  ciated  for  him  resided  constantly  in  the 

the  department  of  Stevens'  Hospital,  house  during  the  day,  but  took  the  pre- 

we  fina  it  stated,  that,  **  with  the  ex-  caution  of  sleeping  at  home.    He  was, 

ception  of  Dr.  Harvey  and  himself,  all  of  course,  very  much  exposed  in  the 

those  concerned  in  attendance  on  pa-  wards  during  the  performance  of  his 

tients  caught  the  disease.    None  of  the  duties.      These,  however,   were  soon 

nurses,  none  of  the  barbers,  porters,  or  interrupted  by  an  attack  of  fever,  which 

those  occupied  in  handling,  washing,  confined  him  for  a  considerable  time, 

or  attending  on  the  sick,  escaped,  and  The  duties  were  then  taken  by  a  medi- 

many  of  them  had  relapses  and  recur-  cal  pupil  who  had  completed  his  edu- 

rences  of  fever."  cation,  and  entered  the  nospital  in  the 

Dr.  Roupell,  in  his  essay  on  Typhus,  most   robust   health.    He   had   been 

gives  a  similar  statement  regardingthe  taught,  and  did  implicitly  believe  in, 

nurses  attending  patients  m  St  jBar-  the  non-contagious  nature  of  fever,  and 

ridiculed  the  idea  of  any  personal  dan- 

•    irker  and  Cheyne,  voJ.  i.  p.  185.  ger  from  residing  in  the  hospital.     He 
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perfonned  the  duty  of  house-surgeon  the  single  exception  of  the  womlm  in 

for  ten  days  only,  when  symptoms  of  the  servants'  wards  above  mentioned; 

fever  appeared."  and  of  the  numerous  patients  in  the 

The  same  writer  mentions  several  ordinary  wards,  the  only  one  who  has 

important  circumstances  respecting  the  taken    fever   within    my   knowledge 

feverwhich  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Edin-  during  the  present  year,  was  a  patient 

burgh  in  lol7.    He  states  that  in  the  in  the  men's  general  clinical  ward,  who 

immediate  neighbourhood  of  Queens-  lay  in  the  bed  next  the  door  that  com- 

bury  House  (which  was  then  fitted  up  municates  with  the  fever  clinical  ward, 

for  the  reception  of  fever  patients)  In  the  Fever  Hospital  of  Waterford, 

fever  was  decidedly  less  prevalent  than  Dr.  Bracken  tells  us  that  "in  1818  there 

in  any  other  quarter  of  the  town.    All  were  twenty-seven  attacks  and  relapses 

those,  however,    who  resided  in  the  of  fever  among  the  nurses,  servants, 

hospital,  including  Ihe  resident  house-  and  porters,  whose  numbers  fluctuated 

surgeon,    clerks,    apothecary,  nurses,  accoming  to  the  demand  for  them,  bat 

were  successively  attacked."  who,  on  an  average,  may  have  been 

Dr.  Alison,  in  alluding  to  the  same  about  twenty-two  during  the  year/' 
subject,  in  his  report  in  the  Edinburgh  He  also  states  that  the  year  1819  had  a 
MedicsJ  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  close  resemblance  to  the  preceding  one 
xxviii.  page  238,  observes,  ''When  in  respect  to  the  nurses  and  servants 
Queensbury  House  was  formerly  occu-  beine  attacked  with  fever,  eighteen  of 
pied  by  fever  patients,  every  resident  the  former  having  sufTered  under  the 
clerk,  and  every  nurse  in  the  house,  disease;  seven  of  them  once,  three 
were  successively  affected  with  the  dis-  twice,  and  one  three  times.  The  apo- 
ease ;  and  since  it  was  re-opened  in  thecary,  who  had  not  been  long  in  the 
December  last,  (1826)  the  resident  phy-  hospital,  caught  fever,  and  relapsed 
sician,  two  of  the  clerks  (who  have  not  twice.  During  his  illness,  a  young 
been  resident,  but  have  been  several  man  who  performed  part  of  his  duties 
hours  in  the  day  in  the  house),  the  was  attacked  after  a  short  attendance, 
apothecary,  several  servants,  and  all  A  temporary  apothecary  was  then  en- 
the  nurses,  except  two,  in  all  about  eaged  Tor  a  few  weeks;  but  he  had  not 
forty  individuals,  who  had  necessarily  been  many  days  in  his  new  employment 
dose  intercourse  with  the  sick  there,  when  he  also  contracted  fever."  In  the 
have  had  fever.  .  .  .  During  the  tenth  volume  of  the  Dublin  Journal  of 
present  epidemic,  (1827-8),  as  well  as  Medical  Science,  Dr.  Mateer,  of  Belfiasty 
that  of  1817 — 9,  many  of  the  clerks  and  gives  a  table  of  cases  which  were  ad- 
nurses  employed  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  mitted  into  the  Belfast  Fever  Hospital 
have  taken  fever.  Since  November  from  the  year  1818  to  1835,  showing 
last,  six  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  the  number  of  patients  who  had  either 
clinical  wards  only,  four  of  those  em-  mediate  or  immediate  communication 
ployed  in  the  ordinary  wards,  and  with  affected  persons.  It  appears,  from 
twenty-five  nurses  or  servants,  have  this  table,  that  7246  of  the  cases  were 
taken  fever.  All  these  persons  had  clearly  traceable  to  contagion,  and  the 
necessarily  frequent  and  close  inter-  remainder,  2342,  to  other  sources, 
course  with  the  fever  patients  in  the  Dr.  Cowan,  in  his  pamphlet  on  the 
house,  having  been  employed  more  or  Vital  Statistics  of  Glasgow,  says  that 
less  constantly  in  the  fever  wards,  ex-  "  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  as 
cepting  four  of  the  servants :  of  these  clerks  in  the  Glasgow  Fever  Hospital 
four,  two  had  been  employed  in  the  for  many  years  past,  have  been  attacked 
laundry,  where  the  lipen  from  the  with  fever,  unless  they  had  it  previously 
fever  wards  was  washed.  One  was  a  to  their  election.  During  last  year 
porter  employed  at  the  ^te,  who  would  twentv-seven  of  the  nurses  of  the  es- 
of  course  nave  commumcation  with  the  tablisbment  were  seized  with  fever,  and 
fever  patients  at  their  entrance  and  five  of  them  ^ed ;  several  of  the  stu- 
dismissal,  as  well  as  their  relations  dents  have  been  affected.  One  sentle- 
coming  to  visit  them;  and  one  was  in  man,  who  acted  as  apothecary,  died  in 
the  habit  of  visiting  the  fever  wards,  the  house ;  and  if  I  have  escaped,  it 
Not  one  of  the  nurses  whose  dutv  has  must  be  attributed  either  to  being  past 
confined  them  to  the  medical  and  sur-  the  period  of  life  in  which  fever  usually 
gical  wards,  where  no  fever  patients  takes  place,  or  to  my  being  secured  by 
were  admitted,  has  taken  fever,  with  having  had  two  dangerous  attacks  at 
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an  earlier  period  of  mv  career,  when  labouring  tmder  fever.   Such,  howerer, 
acting  as  physician's  clerk  in  the  in-  we  have  seen  not  to  be  the  case.   Fever 
firmary  during  the  epidemic  of  1816-  appears,  indeed,  to  occur  very  seldom 
17-18."       ...  among  either  the  patients  or  their  at- 
Dr.  Davidson,  in  his  recent  prize  tendants  in  the  m^fdical  and  surgical 
essay,  at  p.  6,  states  that  "  in  the  Glas-  wards  of  hospitals, 
gow  Royal  Infirmary,  which  is  capable  There  is  still  another  circumstance 
of  containing  220  patients,  during  the  which  we  must  take  into  consideration 
last  six  or  seven  vears  almost  every  before  we  can  be  justified  in  concladinr 
clerk  and  nurse  of  the  establishment  that  fever  is  contagious.    Though  it 
have  cauffht  fever  while  acting  in  the  were  proved  that  malaria  be  not  gene- 
wards.    On  the  other  hand,  the  nurses  rated  in  an  hospital,  yet  this  mdaria 
connected  with  the  medical  or  surgical  may  be  conveyed  there  by  means  of 
wards  in  the  adjoining  building  nave  the  patient's  clothing;   and  thus  the 
almofit  uniformly  escaped."  attendants  may  be  seued  with  the  dis- 
I  will  not  occupy  your  time  by  citing  ease  by  coming  in  contact  with  them, 
any  other  authority  on  the    subject.  Such  an  occurrence,  however,  is  utterly 
The  foregoing  quotations  afford  suffi-  impossible  in  the  vast  majority  of  fever 
cient  facts  for  our  purpose.    It  must  hospitals.    It  is  the  rule,  in  tliese  insti- 
inevitably  follow,  from  tnese  facts,  that  tutions,  to  remove  the  clothing  firom  the 
typhus  Kver  is  a  contagious  disease;  patients,  to  put  them  into  a  bath,  to 
and  that  contagion  is  a  most  prolific  shave  their  neads,  and  to  give  them 
source  of  its  origin.    I  say  that  such  is  clean  linen,  before  they  are  admitted 
the  legitimate  conclusion  to  which  we  into  the  wards.    This  plan  is  adopted 
must  come,  unless  some  fallacy  be  de-  in  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary;  and 
tected  that  overthrows  this  relation.  Dr.  Bracken  tells  us  that  the  same  re- 
Let  us,  then,  examine  this  matter  with  gulation  is  observed  at  Waterford  Hos- 
dne  caution  and  discrimination.  In  the  pital.    This   gentleman   states  "  that 
first  place  I  would  observe,  that  the  according  to  one  of  the  rules  of  that 
atmosphere  of  hospitals  may  be  dete-  hospital,  eveij  patient  has  his  hair  cut 
riorated  by  exhalations  emanating  from  at  the  time  of  his  admission ;  he  is  also 
the  congregation  of  patients,  ana  from  well  washed  with  warm  water  and  soap, 
bad  ventilation ;  and  this  may  be  the  and  supplied  with  linen  before  he  enters 
cause  of  the  attacks  of  fever  occurring  the  sicK  ward." 
in  these  hospitals.    If  fever  originated  Taking  every  thing  into  considera- 
from  these  sources,  we  would  expect  to  tion,  we  are  dulv  authorised  to  conclude 
find  it  occurring  with  the  same  degree  from  the  facts  before  us,  that  contagion 
of  frequency  in  the  medical  and  sur-  is  a  most  fertile  source  of  the  typhus  or 
gical  wards  of  hospitals  as  in  fever  in-  continued  fever  of  this  country.  Having 
■titutions.  Human  exhalations,  and  bad  established  this  point,  let  us  in  the 
Tcntilation,  exist  even  to  a  greater  ex-  next  place  ascertain  if  contagion  be 
tent  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter;  the  sole  source  of  fever;  or  if  it  be  also 
and  yet  we  find  fever  to  be  a  rare  occur-  originated  by  other  causes, 
lence  in  the  former  places.    Hence,  If  I  were  to  adopt  the  mode  of  rea^ 
neither  bad  ventilation,  nor  emanations  Boning  employed  oy  Dr.  Davidson,  of 
arising  from  the  congregation  of  pa-  Glasgow,  in  ms  recent  essav,  to  which 
tients,  can  be  received  as  a  source  of  I  have  already  alluded,  tne  question 
fever.  would  be  soon  settled.    He  contends, 
But  in  the  second  place  I  would  ob-  that  if  it  be  proved  that  fever  is  conta- 
serve,  that  the  same  cause  which  pro-  gious,  it  must  follow  that  it  never  ori- 
duces  fever  amone  the  inhabitants  of  ginates  from  any  other  source.     At 
ill-ventilated    ancf  fildiy  places,  may  page  2d  he  observes,  '*  Some  authors, 
also  exist  in  hospitids  (namely  malaria  apparently  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,, 
generated  in  large  towns),  and  give  rise  ana  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of 
to  the  disease  among  the  inmates  of  an  typhus  where  no  contagion  could  be 
hospital.  If  this  supposition  were  true,  traced,  have  adopted  the  opinion  that 
we  would  surely  find  this  malarious  it  may  be  generated  by  common  causes, 
principle  exercising  the  same  effect  in  such  as  impure  air,  filth,  &c.,  and  be 
the  medical  and  surgical  departments  afterwards  capable  of  propaspEition  by 
of  our   hospitals,  as  in    the    wards  contagion.    Tne  argument  of  analosy 
set  ^Mrt  for  the  reception  of  patients  is  directly  opposed  to  this  belief;  for 
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if,  in  nature,  there  be  no  exception  to  it  should  appear   barren  at  preeent, 

the  law  that  two  causes  are  never  re-  may  afford  important  results  m  some 

quired  to  produce  precisely  the  same  more  advanced  era  of  medical  science." 

effect,    it    will  follow,  that  whatever  His  reasoning,  however,   is  illosical; 

cause  can  be  best  reconciled  with  the  his'  arguments    are    perfectly    futile, 

phenomena  of  typhus,  must  be  con-  Unless    he  proves  that  the  laws  by 

sidered  the  true  source  of  the  disease,  which  the   operations   of  nature   are 

But  in  order  to  apply  this  principle  governed  are  precisely  analogous  to 

more  immediately  to  the  subject,  it  those  by  which  conta^on  is  regulated 

may  be  necessary  to  appeal   to    the  — ^until  he  proves  this,  "  the  law  of 

various   morbid  poisons,  the  laws  of  nature,  viz.  (that  two  causes  are  never 

which  are  known  and  generally  ad-  required  to  produce  the  same  effect), 

mittedr    The  first  we  shall  notice  are  can  have  no  reference  to  the  question 

those  which  are  admitted  by  all  writers  at  issue." 

to  be  propagated  by  one  cause  only,  His  second  ar&niment,  though  it  pes- 
viz.  matter,  whether  ponderable  or  im-  sess  more  plausibility,  is  yet  equally 
ponderable,  as  the  pus  contained  in  a  fallacious.  It  amounts  to  that  species 
variolous  pustule,  or  imponderable,  as  of  sophism  denominated  petitio  princi- 
the  effluvia  issuing  from  a  patient  la-  /n't.  It  is  not  admitted  that  small-pox, 
bouring  under  small-pox.  Measles,  measles,  hooping-cough,  scarlatina,  and 
scarlet-fever,  hooping-cough,  are  pro-  the  skin  affections,  wmch  he  has  placed 
pagated  only  by  the  effluvia  which  are  in  the  same  category,  are  never  origi- 
generated  by  tne  patient.  .  .  .  Almost  nated  but  by  contagion.  The  instance 
all  the  contagious  diseases  of  the  of  small-pox  is  perhaps  more  favoura- 
skin,  such  as  syphilis,  scabies,  the  ble  to  his  opinion  than  that  of  the 
yaws,  &c.  furnish  examples  of  pro-  other  diseases.  With  reference  to 
pagation  by  only  one  cause,  viz.  con-  measles,  and  still  more  to  the  others 
tagion.  .  .  .  If  it  be  true,  then,  that  all  which  he  mentions,  every  experienced 
the  contanous  fevers  known  can  be  practitioner  must  have  met  with  in- 
propagatea  only  by  contagious  matter,  stances  so  apparentlv  sporadic,  that  if 
and  by  no  other  cause — ^however  much  his  mind  had  not  been  prepossessed 
their  contagious  qualities,  their  preva-  with  the  idea  of  contagion,  he  would 
lence,  and  their  fatality,  may  be  in-  never  once  have  thought  of  attributing 
^  creased  by  other  causes — ^it  must  follow  them  to  this  source ;  and  he  must  also 
from  the  law  of  analogy  that  if  typhus  have  seen  a  number  of  cases  of  each  of 
can  be  proved  to  be  contagious,  it  must  these  diseases  occur  in  a  neighbour- 
also  be  propagated  only  by  one  cause,  hood  so  simultaneously,  as  to  exclude 
viz.  contagion."  the  supposition  of  contagion  as  a  pro- 
I  confess  that  I  am  very  cautious  in  bable  cause  of  their  appearance*,  ^ut 
adopting  either  the  statements  or  con-  even  admitting  that  tnese  contagious 
elusions  of  a  writer  who  asserts  an  diseases  were  never  originated  but  from 
opinion,  and  then  brings  forward  facts  contagion,  and  admitting  their  analogy 
and  statements  from  all  quarters  in  to  typnus  fever,  it  does  not  follow  that 
support  of  his  views ;  while  he  either  the  latter  is  only  propagated  by  conta- 
omits  or  explains  away  every  circum-  gion,  unless  we  have  facts  to  substan- 
fituice  which  favours  an  opposite  opi-  date  the  conclusion ;  much  less  if  &cts 
nion.      No  person,    indeed,  however  exist  to  favour  a  contrary  inference. 


every  preconceived  diseases  and  typhi 

opinion,  and  entered  on  the  considera-  to  think  that,  so  far  as  we  have  facta 

tion  of  the  subject  in  a  truly  eclectic  to  g^de  us,  any  analogy  which  may 

manner.  obtain  is  merely  apparent. 

Not  to  speak  of  the  ambiguity  of  Analogical  reasoning  at  best  is  open 

the  above  quotation,  it  displays  a  spirit  to  fallacy,  and  never  ought  to  assume 

very  reprehensible,  an  animus  totally  the  place  of  facts.    In  medical  investi* 

opposed  to  all  investigation  and  re-  gations  it  is  a  source  of  great  error ; 

search,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  ad-  fittle  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  its 

vancementof  meiucine.    If  we  adopted  evidence,  owing  to  the  state  of  our  ig- 

his  views,  we  must  exclude  ourselves — 

from  an  investigarion,  "  which,  though  •  Brit,  ud  For.  Med.  Review. 


TYPHUS  OR  CONTINUED  FEVER.  97 

norance  respecting  the  laws  by  which  addace  the  proofs  which  the  learned 
diseases  are  originated  and  propagated.  Dr.  has  brought  forward  on  the  sub- 
In  such  a  state  of  knowledge  we  snould  iect.  At  p.  18  he  states,  "It  was, 
receive  with  very  ^reat  caution  and  however,  observed  by  Rod^rs,  in  the 
discrimination  any  inference  deduced  fever  which  prevailed  in  Ireland  during 
from  either  apparent  or  slight  analo-  the  year  1731 ;  and  one  of  the  cliarac- 

S'es,  which,  I  am  convinced,  occurs  in  teristic  symptoms  is    described   as  a 

eprcsent instance.  universal    efflorescence    of    pctechiae," 

Tne    analogy  is    attempted    to    be  Also  by  Huxham  in  1734-5 ;  Sir  John 

proved  by  the  following  laws  of  exan-  Pringle  in  1750,  &c.     No  particular 

thematous  fevers : —  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  these 

1 .  The  contagion  can  be  traced  in  authors'  account  of  it  \  Farther,  at 
families,  hospitals,  schools,  &c. ;  and  p.  19,  he  states  that  "the  typhoid 
those  exposed  to  it  are  generally  in-  eruption  was  also  a  verv  general  cha- 
fected.  racteristic  of  the  epidemic  fever  which 

2.  They  only  affect  persons  once  prevailed  in  Irelaiid  during  the  years 
duringtheir  lives.  1817-18-19."    At  p.  20  he  states  "  that 

3.  They  are  characterized  by  an  Dr.  Alison  described  it  as  a  very  fre- 
cniption  which  has  a  rise,  progress,  quent  symptom  which  prevailed  in 
and  decline ;  and  the  disease  cannot  be  Edinburgh  at  that  period."  "  M.  Louis 
checked  t»  fo'mtfie.  observed  it  in  2o  cases    out  of   35 ; 

Do  we  find  these  laws  prevailing  in  Chomel,  out  of  70ca8es,  in  sixteen  had  no 

typhus  fever  ?  eruption  ;  Uoupell  found  it  in  70  out 

With  regard  to  the  first  law,  it  does  of  every  100  cases  ;  Dr.  West  observed 

not  always  hold  good,  even  in  exanthe-  it  in  42  cases  out  of  60 ;  Dr.  Cowan,  in 

matona  mseases.    Many  of  these  affec-  2000  cases,  found  the  average  to  be 

tiona  occur  where  no  such  connexion  73*99  out  of  every  100  admitted ;    Dr. 

can  be  traced  ;    and  innumerable  in-  Craine  saw  it  in  79  among  169  cases, 

stances    take    place    where    persons  in  the  Edinburgh  Royal   Infirmary ; 

escape  the  disease  although  exposed  Dr.  Henderson  discovered  it  in   108 

to  ine  contagion.     But  even  though  casesoutof  130,  in  thesamei^titution, 

this  law  were  fully  admitted,  regarding  at  a  subsequent  period." 
both  classes  of  disease,  yet  it  would        In  the  Glasgow    Royal   Infirmaj^, 

only  prove  that  typhus  fever  was  a  from  May  Ist  to  November  1st,  1839, 

contagious  disease,  not  that  it  always  out  of  691    admissions,  250  had  no 

originated  from  contagion.  eruption.   If  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote 

2dly.  Does  typhus  fever  only  affect  my  experience  on  the  matter,  I  nave 

persons  once  during  their  lives  ?     The  found  it  in  45  out  of  every  100  of  the 

writer  states  himself,  at  p.  16,  "  that  cases  of  which  I  have  notes, 
the    evidence  on  which  this  law  is        Such,  then,  are  the  proofs  adduced 

founded  in  typhus,  is  by  no  means  so  on  this  point.    I  woula  ask,  is  there 

clear  and  satisfactory  as  it  is  in  exan-  any  analogy  between    the  frequency 

thematae."     If  such  be  the  case,  why  of  the  eruption,  as  proved  here,  and 

then  does  he  assume  this  alleged  law  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  peculiar 

as  a  fact,  and  argue  from  it,  as  such,  to  exanthematous    diseases  ?    not    to 

that  because  typhus  is  analogous  to  speak  of  all  want  of  evidence  respect- 

exanthematie  in  this  particular,  it  can-  ing  the  existence  of  regular  periods 

not  originate  from  any  other  source  of  rise,  progress,  and  decline  of  the 

than  contagion.     Such  a  mode  of  rea-  typhoid  eruption.     That  an  eruption, 

'soning,  or  of  deducing  general  laws,  a  peculiar  eruption,  does   frequently 

is  too  absurd  to  merit  comment,  espe-  attend  typhus,   I  frankly  admit ;  but 

ciidly  when  many  facts  have  been  ob-  that  this  eruption  occurs  with  such  a 

served   by   competent    authorities   to  degree  of  frequency  and  regularity  as 

prove  the  contrary.    I  have  witnessed  either  to  establish  an  analogy  between 

many   instances  of  typhus  occurring  the  disease  and    exanthemata,  or  to 

more  than  once.  authorize  the  inference  that,  because 

3dly.  Is  ^hus  alwavs  characterized  the  latter  are  never  propagated  except 

by^an  eruption  which  has  a  rise,  pro-  by  contagion,  the  former  must  always 

gress,  and  decline,  analogous  to  what  arise  from  contagion,  I  am  not  pre- 

occurs-  in    exanthemats  ?     We    will  pared  to  allow. 

697.— XXVIII.  H 
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With  regard  to  the  impossibility  of  as  a  writer  on  the  subject  has  expressed 
checking  ^phus  tn  limine,  he  does  not  it,  in  ''  holes,  chests,  and  caves,  and 
adduce   a  single   fact  to    prove    this  has  even  for  a  time  made  its  hiding- 
statement.    It  is  true,  he  argues  that  place  in  spiders'  webs*." 
those  ciues  of  fever  said  by  some  wri-  ^^0  be  contioiied.] 

ters  to  have  been  checked  m  limme, 

may  not  have  been  cases  of  typhus ; 

but  this  is  no  evidence  either  for  or  OBSERVATIONS 

a^inst   his    general    law.      He    has  on 

fallen  into  the  error  common  to  many  the    STRUCTURE    OF   THE 

writers,  of  deducing  positive  conclusions  rnnvji^  krniinur 

from  negative  considerations.    We  are,  GUBERNACULUM, 

therefore,  justified  in  concluding  that  and  thx  descent  of  the  testis  in  tbb 

there  exists  no  analogy  between  the  fcetus. 

two  classes  of  disease,  that  authorizes  ^                            «,  «  ^              « 

the    inference    which    Dr.    Davidson  Communicated  by  T.  B.  Curlinc,  Esq. 

would  have  us  to  adopt.  C^'"  '*«  Medical  Gazette,'} 

Typhus  fever  and  exanthemats  are  

very  dissimilar  in  many  respects,  and  Dissatisfied  with  the  description  of 

may  they  not  also  differ  in  this  very  the    structure  of   the  gubemaculum, 

particular— namely,  that,  though  ex-  and  the  causes  of  the  descent  of  the 

anthematcc  arc  never  produced  except  testis,    commonly    given    in    English 

by  contacrion,  yet  fever  is  frequently  ^orks  on  anatomy  and  physiology.  I 

onjg^nated  from    other    sources?      A  have  recently  made  a  careful  exami- 

writer    in    the    Bntish    and    Foreign  -          -   - 


need  be  much  hesitation  in  making  the  i  beg  to  forward  the  following  observa- 

assumpUon,    since    it  is  so  much  in  tions  to  your  journal  for  publication, 
accordance   with    the    convictions    of 

many  practical  men  of  acute  discern-  The  chief  facts  ascertained  by  Mr. 
ment."  Dr.  Bateman  says,  on  the  same  Hunter,  in  reference  to  the  descent  of 
subject,  "  We  cannot  doubt  that  a  the  testicle,  are  so  weU  known  that  it 
great  number  of  the  cmcs  of  fever  is  needless  to  occupy  space  by  repeat- 
which  occur  dunng  an  epidemic  season,  ing  them  here.  Mr.  Hunter  observes, 
are  entirely  independent  of  contagion  in  regard  to  the  structure  of  the  guber- 
for  their  ongin."  Dr.  Pnchard  ob-  naculum,  which  is  so  intimately  con- 
serves that ;« instances  are  very  nume-  ^ected  vith  this  process,  "  It  is  hard 
rous  m  which  fever  has  ansen  under  to  say  what  is  the  structure  or  com- 
circumstances  almost  precluding  the  position  of  this  ligament ;  it  is  cer- 
possibility  of  an  origin  m  contagion ;  tainly  vascular  and  fibrous,  and  the 
and  so  many  examples  of  this  descnp-  fibres  run  in  the  direction  of  the  liga- 
tion have  fallen  under  my  own  obser-  nient  itself,  which  is  covered  by  flie 
vation,  as  fully  to  persuade  me  that  this  fibres  of  the  cremaster  or  musculus 
disease  does  originate  spontaneously,  testis,  placed  immediately  behind  the 
or  indei)endently  of  communication  peritoneum.  This  circumstance  is  not 
with  any  infected  body."  Dr.  Percival,  easily  ascertained  in  the  human  sub- 
and  a  host  of  other  practical  observers,  jg^t,  but  is  very  evident  in  other 
hold  the  same  opinions.  animals  ;  more  especially  in  those 
it  IS  my  own  conviction  that  not  ^hose  testicles  remain  in  the  cavity  of 
only  typhus,  but  also  many  of  the  the  abdomen  after  the  animal  is  full 
exanthematiB,  anse  sporadically,  and  grownt."  He  adds,  "  In  the  human 
become  the  centres  from  which  Ihe  f^£tus,  while  the  testis  is  retained  in 
respective  diseases  are  propagated,  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  ere- 
Such,  at  all  events,  must  have  been  n^^ter  is  so  slender,  thAt  I  cannot 
their  ongin  at  one  period.  To  recon-  trace  it  to  my  own  satisfaction,  either 
cile  the  opposite  doctnne  with  expen-  turning  up  towards  the  testis  or  turn- 
ence,  this  contagious  principle  must 

have  a  kind  of  nature,  and  be  occasion-       .  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
ally  for  considerable  penods  shut  up,        f  Works,witlinotesbyPaImer,  vol.  i?.  p.  7. 
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ing  down  towards  the  scrotum.    Yet,  pouch  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 

from  analogy,  we  ma^  conclude  that  testis  previous  to  its  descent.    He  says 

it  passes  up  to  the  testicle,  since  in  the  nothing   of  the  cremastcr  hecoming 

adoit  we  find  it  inserted  or  lost  on  everted,  as  obviously  takes  place  in 

the  lower  part  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  certain  animals  in  the  descent  of  the 

in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  adult  testicle,  at  the  period  of  sexual  excite- 

qnadmped."  ment.    Sir  A.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hunter 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  states  that  the  both  contended  that  the  cremaster  is 

gabemacuium  '*  is  composed  of  several  not  the  cause  of  the  descent  of  the 

strong  ligamentous  fibres,  which  pro-  testicle. 

ceed  mrough  the  inguinal  canal  to  the  M.  Jules  Cloquet,  whose  description 

cellular  membrane  of  the  scrotum,  in  of  the  cremaster  is  now  generally  re* 

which  it  is  lost*.''     He  also  remarks,  garded  as  the  best  and  most  accurate, 

•*  The  cremaster,  as  far  as  I  can  dis-  observes,  ''The  cremaster  does  not  exist 

tinguish  it  in  the  foetus,  passes  upon  before  the  period  at  which  the  descent 

the  gubemacuium  to  the  epididymis  of  the  testicle  takes  place ;  it  is  formed 

and  testis,  and  is  attached  to  the  pro-  in  proportion  as  this  organ,  which  is 

cess  of   peritoneum,  which   descends  drawn  down  by    the   gubemacuium, 

with  the  testis  as  a  pouch,  to  the  lower  passes  from  the  abdomen  into  the  scro- 

part  of  the  inguinal  canal ;    and  the  tum."*     In  a  foetus  of  not  more  than 

testis  descends  into  this  muscle  as  into  five  or  six  months,  he  says,  the  fibres 

a  purse,  as  it  is  directed  down  by  the  of  the  internal  oblique  are  completely 

guoemaculum,  and   hence   the  loops  enclosed  within  the  inguinal  canal : 

which  it  forms."  **  towards  their  middle  they  adhere  some  - 

From  these  passages  it  will  be  seen  what  closely  to  the  gubemacuium;  and 

that  Mr.  Hunter  and  Sir  Astley  Cooper  when  this  part  is  drawn  downwards, 

described  the  gubemacuium  as  attached  they  are  seen  to  descend  with  it  through 

to  or  lost  in  the  scrotum,  but  men-  the  external  ring,  forming  successively 

tioned    no    other    attachment.      Mr.  curves,  whose  concaWties  are  turned 

Hunter  conceived  that  the  fibres  enter-  upwards,  and  which  afterwards  become 

ing  into  the  composition  of  this  body  developed  upon  the  testis  and  the  sper- 

were  muscular,  and  identical  with  the  naatic  cord.    The  laxity  of  these  infe- 

cremaster — a  conclusion  at  which  he  rior  fibres  facilitates  their  elongation, 

arrived     chiefly    from    analogy,    but  and  finall)r  their  descent  through  the 

which  was  not  clearly  established  by  external  ring.    By  drawing  down  the 

anatomical  observation  in  the  human  gubemacuium,  we  simulate  in  some 

foetust.      Sir  Astley  Cooper  seems  to  degree  the  natural  descent  of  the  testis, 

have  traced  the  fibres  of  tne  cremaster  and   form    an    artificial    cremaster."t 

passing  upon  the  gubemacuium  to  the  M.  Cloquet  here  adopts  a  somewhat 

testis,  though  not  very  distinctly.     His  similar  view  to  that  previously   sug- 

meaning  in  the  second  quotation  given  gested  by   Cams, J  viz.   that  the  cre- 

above  is  somewhat  obscure  j  but  when  master  is  formed  during  the  progress 

the    passage    is    considered    in    con-  of  the  testicular  descent.      It  seems 

junction  with  fig.  3,  in  plate  9  of  the  surprising  that  this  excellent  anatomist, 

same    work,  in   which  the .  testis   is  who,  it  may  be  presumed,  was  not 

represented  stiU  in  the  abdomen,  whilst  ignorant  of  the  facts  presented  by  com- 

the  cremaster  is  seen  surrounding  the  parative  anatomy,  should  have  arrived 

pouch  of  peritoneum  in  the  inguinal  at  a  conclusion  so  incompatible  with 

canal,   it  would   appear  that    he  re-  the   relations    and    condition  of   this 

garded    the  cremaster    as  forming  a  muscle  in  animals,  in  whom  it  is  clear 

— —; ^    ^^  ■    773 that  no  cause  of  a  mechanical  nature 

ortfieTesticIcp.  41.  ^®"*^  *""®  operate  in  producing  sucli 

t  Mr.  Owen,  reasoning  likewise  from  analofry,  an  arrangement  of  the  muscular  fibres. 

^  !l?*i?^v^°  *^*  ^*'??*!* IT  •;  S  ?*r  *~  Having  briefly  stated  the  views  com- 

importanttobcfonnedaccadentany.ftiUy believes i r*^ *  •    "^j        j  •      j  •     *!_• 

tlult  tWa  muicle  exUU  aa  auch  in  the  human  monly  entertained  and  received  m  this 

fOBtoa,  prior  to  its  descent,  though  he  doea  not 

admh  to  have  seen  it  at  that  period-  See  note  to 

Palmer'aeditionof  Hunter'aWorkfl,  vol.  iv.  p.S.  •  Anatomical  Teicription   cf  the  parts  con- 
It  is  hot  Justice  also  to  an  excellent  anatomist,  cemed  in  iDguinal  and  Femoral  Hernia,  trans- 
Mr.  Wilaon,  to  mention  thmt  he  observed  the  lated  by  A.  M.  M'\\hinnie,  p.  7. 
fibres  of  the  cremaster  running  upwards  on  the  t  Ibid.  p.  8. 

surface  of  the  gubernaculura —Lectures  on  the  %  Comparatire    Anatomy   by   Gore,  vol.   3. 

UriMiry  and  Genital  Organs,  p.  lOS.  p.  347. 
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country,  in  regaid  to  the  structure  of  at  the  posterior  part,  by  the  peritoneum, 
the  gubemaculum  and  the  descent  of  On  carefuUy  laying  open  the  inguinal 
the  testis,  I  proceed  to  relate  the  re-  canal,  and  gently  drawing  up  the  gub»- 
sults  of  my  own  observations  on  this  naculum.  the  muscular  fibres  may  be 
subject,  in  the  examination  of  nume-  traced  to  the  three  proo^ses,  which  are 
rous  foetuses  at  different  periods  of  attached  as  follows.  The  external  and 
utero-gestation.  For  the  opportunity  broadest  is  connected  to  Poupart  s  b- 
of  making  these  inquiries,  I  am  in-  gament  in  the  ingumal  canal.  The 
debted  to  the  kindness  of  several  medi-  middle  forms  a  lengthened  band,  which 
cal  friends.  escapes  at  the  external  abdominal  nng, 
The  gubemaculum  is  a  soft  soKd  and  descends  to  the  bottom  of  the  scro- 
projecting  body  of  a  conical  form,  but  turn,  where  it  joins  the  dartos.  The 
which  varies  somewhat  in  shape  and  internal  passes  in  the  direction  inwards, 
size  at  different  stages  of  the  testicular  and  has  a  firm  attachment  to  the  os 
descent.  It  is  situated  in  the  abdomen,  pubis  and  sheath  of  the  rectus  muscle, 
in  front  of  the  psoas  muscle,  to  which  Besides  these,  a  number  of  muscular 
it  is  connected  by  a  reflection  of  peri-  fibres  are  reflected  from  the  internal 
toneum,  which  investe  it  in  the  same  obUque  on  the  front  of  the  gubemacu- 
manner  as  this  membrane  surrounds  lum.  From  this  description  the  ana- 
the  different  abdominal  viscera,  the  tomist  will  at  once  perceive  the  sum- 
posterior  and  attached  part  at  which  larity  between  the  attachments  of  the 
the  vessels  enter  being  uncovered,  muscle  of  the  gubemaculum,  and 
The  gubemaculum  is  connected  above  those  of  the  cremaster  m  the  adult, 
to  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  testicle*  I  have  succeeded  in  tracing  out  the 
and  to  the  lower  end  of  the  epididymis  attachments  of  the  former  before  the 
and  commencement  of  the  vas  deferens,  testicle  has  descended,  at  different 
The  lower  part  of  this  process  passes  stages  of  the  process,  and  immediately 
out  of  the  abdomen  at  the  abdominal  after  its  completion,  when  the  fibres 


careful  dissection  it  may  be  found  to  the  testis,  the  gubemaculum,  including 

terminate  in  three  processes,  each  of  its  peritoneal  investment  and  muscular 

which  has  a  distinct  attachment.  fibres,  undergoes  the  same  change  as 

The  central  part  and  bulk  of  the  that  which  takes  place  in  certam  of  the 
gubemaculum  is  composed  of  a  soft  rodentia  at  the  access  of  the  season  of 
transpar?nt  gelatinous  substance,  sexual  excitement.  The  muscle  of  the 
which  on  examination  in  the  micros-  testis  is  gradually  everted,  until,  when 
cope  is  found  to  consist  of  nucleated  the  transition  is  completed,  it  forms  a 
ceUs— the  primitive  cellular  tissue,  muscular  envelope  external  to  the  pro- 
This  central  mass  is  surrounded  by  a  cess  of  peritoneum  which  surrounds  the 
layer  of  well-developed  muscular  fibres,  gland  and  the  front  of  the  cord.  At 
which  may  be  distinguished  with  the  this  period  the  fibres  connected  with 
naked  eye,  and  which  can  be  very  dis-  the  remains  of  the  gubemaculum  can 
tinctly  recognized  in  the  microscope  easily  be  demonstrated  to  correspond 
as  fibres  of  animal  life,  by  the  appear-'  with  the  cremaster.  As  the  testicle 
ance  of  the  transverse  strice.  These  approaches  the  ring  and  scrotum,  the 
muscular  fibres,  which  may  be  traced  gubemaculum  diminishes  in  size, 
the  whole  way  from  the  ring  to  the  owing  to  a  change  in  the  disposition  of 
testis,  arc  surrounded  by  a  layer  of  the  its  cellular  elements.  The  muscular 
soft  elemente  of  the  cellular  tissue,  fibres,  however,  undergo  little  or  no  di- 
similar  to  that  composing  the  central  minution,  and  are  very  distinct  around 
mass,  and  the  whole  is  invested,  except  the  tunica  vaginalis  in  the  recently  dc- 
scended  testis.  The  mass  composing  the 

•  Everr  anatomiti  ia  aware  that  the  inferior  central  part  of  the  gubemaculum,  which 

eatpemity  of  ftae  teatia  of  anadolt  ia  not  inveated  jg  go  soft,  lax,  and  yielding,  as  in  every 

by  the  tunica  vafinalia,  which  membruie  la  r»-  .    ^^    .,V   .     \u^ ^u  ««««<.    "k- 

flkted Ihmi theirlan^^  way  to  facihtate  these  changes,  bc- 

Unea,  the  point  being  marked  by  a  white  and  comes  gradually  difiused,  and  after  the 

^^JSl^l^^'^^^jAS^i  arrive  of  the  testicle  in  the  scraum 

oftheKubemacnlani.  contributes  to  form  the  loose  cellular 
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tissue  which  afterwards  exists  so  abun-  that  the  cremaster  discharges  the  same 
dantly  in  this  part.  The  middle  attach-  office  in  the  human  embryo  as  that 
ment  of  the  gubemaculmn,  which  may  which  it  undoubtedly  performs  in  cer- 
be  traced  to  me  dartos  at  the  bottom  of  tain  animals  at  a  particular  season, 
the  scrotum,  gradually  wastes  away,  The  fibres  proceeding- fix>m  Poupart's 
and  soon  becomes  indistinct.    Slight  ligament,  and  the  obliouus  intemus, 
traces,  however,    of  this   attachment  tend  to  guide  the  glana  into  the  in- 
often  remain  to  the  latest  period  of  life,  guinal  canal;  those  attached  to  the  os 
After  death,  in  dragging  the  testicle  pubis  to  draw  it  below  the  abdominal 
of  an  adult  out  of  the  scrotum  by  pull-  ring ;  and  the  process  descending  to  the 
ing  the  cord,  the  lower  part  of  the  scrotum  to  direct  it  to  its  final  destina- 
gland,  which  is  uncovered  by  serous  tion.    As  the  descent  approaches  com- 
membrane,  is  often  found  connected  to  pletion,    the  muscular  nbres,    which 
the  bottom  of  the  scrotum  by  a  band  of  perform  so  important  a  part  in  it,  gra- 
firm  and  dense  cellular  tissue,  which  dually   become  everted,  assume  new 
reouires  division  with  the  scalpel  in  relations,  invest  the  gland,  and  instead 
oraer  to  complete  the  separation.     I  of  drawing  down  the  testicle,  acquire 
believe  this  band  to  be  the  remains  of  the  new  functions  of  elevating,  sup- 
the  middle  attachment  of  the  guberoa-  porting,  and  compressing  it. 
culum.     In  boys,  whose  testicles  are  After  the  preceding  observations  had 
retracted  by  the  action  of  the  cremaster  been  put  on  paper,  I  was  led  to  consult 
muscle,  Utde  pits  or  indentations  may  the  writings  of  some  of  the  continental 
sometimes  be  noticed  at  the  bottom  of  authors  on  the  subject  of  the  descent 
the  scrotum,  occasioned  by  the  integu-  of  the  testis.    In  works,  evidently  little 
ments  at  that  part  being  drawn  up  in  known,    and    rarely    referred    to    by 
company  with  the  testicles.    When  the  English  writers,  whose  leaves  remained 
testis  is  restrained  in  the  groin,  a  cord  of  uncut  in  the  libraries  of  the  College  of 
dense  cellular  tissue,  the  remains  of  this  Surgeons  and  Medico-Chirui^cal  So- 
process  of  the  gubemaculum,  may  oc-  ciety,  I  found  much  interesting  infor- 
casionally  be  traced  from  the  gland  to  mation,  and  not  only  a  fuller  and  more 
the  lower  part  of  the  scrotum.  satisfactory  account  of  the  guberna- 
Jt  has  been  seen  that  Mr.  Hunter,  culum  and  testicular  descent  than  is  to 
though  disposed  to  believe  that  the  be  met  with  in  anatomical  works  of 
cremaster  passes  up   to  the    testicle  recent  date  in  this  country,  but  that 
whilst  in  the  abdomen,  nevertheless  many  of  the  points  which  I  had  mvself 
came  to  the  conclusion  tnat  this  mus-  remarked  were  previously  noticed  by 
cle  is  not  the  cause  of  its  descent.    It  these  writers.  The  authors  whose  works 
is  difficult  to  understand  why,  after  I  have  chiefly  examined  are  Palletta,* 
arriving    at    the    former    conviction  Brugnoni,t  and  SeOer;J  and  their  ob- 
chiefly  from  analogy,  he  was  not  in-  servations,  particularly  those  of  the  two 
ducea  by  the  same  process  of  reason-  latter,  are  certainly  well  deserving  the 
ing  to  conclude  that  a  muscle  capable  careful  perusal  of  scientific  anatomists. 
of  drawing  down  the  testicle  in  ani-  Brugnoni,  who  wrote  in  1785,  but  a 
mals  woula  be  adeauate  to  accomplish  few  years  after  Mr.  Hunter,  described 
the  same  purpose  m  the  foetus.    The  the  attachment  of  the  s^bernaculum  to 
necessity  for    some  active    agent   to  the  os  pubis,  and  distinctly  recofl;nised 
effijct  this  change  in  the  latter,  would  the  existence  of  the  cremaster  m  the 
appear  to  be  greater  even  than  in  ani-  foetus  j  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
mals,  since,  in  the  usual  position  of  the  passages.      "A  testis  extremitate  in- 
fuetus  in  utero,  the  passage  of  the  testi-  ferion    corpus    quoddam    pyramidale 
cle  is  contrary  to  gravitation,  and  un-  cujus  basis  erat  superior,  apex  inferior, 
aided  by  the  movements  of  respiration,  versus  inguen   pergebat,  ut,  disjectis 
Now  when  we  consider  the  attach-  fibris,  partim  in  Fallopii  li^mentum 
ments  and  connections  of  this  muscle  et  musculi  obliqui  interni  inferiorem 
in  the  foetus,  the  perfect  condition  of  oram,  partim,  superato  obUqui  extern! 

its  fibres,  as  ascertained  bv  microsco- 

pical    examination,    and  the  circum-  *  foT*   CHiberaacnU   Testia   Hunteriani   et 

«#a*iM  *K.f  fhoM  oJL  nr.  ^*lio«.  r^aana  TunicK  V«pnali9  Deicriptio,  &c.  Edit.  S«ndilbrt 

stance  that  there  are  no  other  means,  nag,  bat  originally  pubHahcil  in  1777. 

no  other  motive  powers,  by  which  this  t  De  testiom  in  foetu  podti^  &c.    Edit.  Sandi- 

change  «m  be  etfected,  or  in  any  way  *'?',iS^^.f,«^TniJS£?S'^tic«lor«m  ex 

promoted,  1  see  no  reason  to  question  »*                    •mn  descensa,  Lepsiac  isn. 
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annulo,  in  ossium  pnbis  latera,  et  scroti  during  the  season  of  sexual  excitement, 

(quod  ea  state  vix  uUum  est)  imam  this  intelligent  author  asks,  **  Si  vero  in 

partem  se  insereret."*     *'Albusautem  his  animalibus  talem   exercent  func- 

stipatus,  et  planiasculus  ille  funiculus,  tionem,  ciur  illis  non  similem  in  em- 

diversus  omnino  a  cellulari  commune,  bryonibus    humanis    concedamus    ac- 

qui  uno  fere  filamento  in  os  pubis  su-  tionem,  ubi  similem  invenimus  struo- 

perius,  duobus  vero,  tribusvein  inferius  turam?"*    I  might  quote  many  other 

OS  implantatur,  nil  aliud,  ut  opinor,  est,  passages  full  of  interest  and  information; 

quam  fasciculus  alic^uis  camosus  ipsius  but  enough  has  been  adduced  to  call 

creniasteris    a   pubis    osse    ortus,  vcl  attention  to  the  labours  of  these  ne- 

quaedam   tendineae    librae  a   femoris  glected  authors.  Meckel,  a  more  recent 

vagina  aberrantes.'^t     Brugnoni  also  writer,  whose  Manual  of  Anatomy  has 

correctly  described  the  gradual  eversion  always  maintained  a  high  repute,  de- 

of  the  gubemaculum  and  cremastcr  in  scribed   the    gubcmaculum    as    com- 

the  descent  of  the  testis.!    Seiler  gives  mencing  at   the    upper .  part   of   the 

the  following  account  of  the  gubema-  scrotum,    and    receiving    fibres    from 

culum.     **  HsDc  vagina§  parvum  liga-  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis, 

mentum  conicum  (gubernaculum  Hun-  which,  becoming  everted  in  the  descent 

teri)  includit  tela  cellulosa  spissa  for-  of  the  testis,  form  the  cremaster  muscle, 

matum,  quod  in  apice  plic&e  vaginee  He  appeared  to  be  unaware  of,  or  not 

illius,  ubi  testiculi  et  epididymitis  in-  to  admit,  the  connection  of  the  guber- 

feriores  apices  se  tangunt,  incipit,  des-  naculum  to  the  pubis,  and  the  pro- 

cendendo  fit  crassior,  per  annulum  ab-  cess  extending  to  the  bottom  of  the 

dominalem  transit,  in  duos  tenues  se  scrotum,  and  he  consequently  came  to 

dividit  ramulos,  quorum  unus  cum  tela  the  same  conclusion  as  Dr.  Hunter—^ 

cellulosa  se  coniungit,  quae  ante  annu-  that  the  muscular  fibres  are  insufficient 

lum  abdominalem  aponeuroticam  ex-  to  bring  the  testis  lower  down  than 

pansionem  te^t,  alter  gracilior  adhuc  the  abdominal  ring  and  complete  the 

versus  symphisin  ossium    pubis   cum  descent,  the  cause  of  which  he  regarded 

tela  cellulosa  spissiore  se  commiscet.  Si  as  unknown.f 

involucrum  illud  a  peritonaeo  formatum  I  have  been  chiefly  induced  to  bring 

vaginam    cante    levamus,    musculares  forward  the  foregoing  observations,  in 

fibras  detegimus,  quse  a  musculo  ab-  order  to  correct  the  wrong  impression 

dominali  obliquo  intemo  et  transverso  in  respect  to  the  cremaster,  which  it 

sursum  se  incurvant,  massam  illam  eel-  appears  has  been  made  in  this  country 

lulosam  obducunt  et  cum  illo  cohterent  by  the  work  of  a  French  anatomist 

ita,  ut  ligamentum  gubemaculum  Hun-  of  considerable  reputation,  M.  Jules 

teri,  maxima  saltem  ex  parte,  tendinosa  Cloquet  (Recherches  Anatomiaues  sur 

illarum  fi brarum  muscularium  produc tio  les  Hemies  de  1'  Abdomen . )  {  I  nave  no 

esse  vidcatur,  transitus  enim  telse  cellu-  hesitation  in  declaring  that  the  views 

losffi  in  membranosam  serosam  et  tendi-  of  this  writer  on  the  S)nnation  of  the 

nosam  compagem,  est  fere  inobserva-  cremaster,  as  quoted  above,  which  have 

bills  "II    These  observations  are  illus-  evidently  been  adopted  by  many  British 

tratcd  by  a  well-executed  engraving,  in  anatomists§  without  due  examination, 

which  the  fibres  reflected  from  the  in- 

temal  oblique  to  the  gubernaculum  are  *  Ibid.  p.  S7. 

dfetinctly  represented     Seiler  remarks.  pl^l-i^S^'JSiJiS'^rSj^^C'iii! 

"Cremasterem  constituunt  fibrae  iUcb  p.  670.et8eq. 

musculares,  gubernaculum  Hunteri  ob-  t.Thi»  work  baa  been  made  more  extensively 

<1ii#.Anfoo     oH«»    9iin-<>nfii«-    of    om*>1i<;  availaWe  to  En^lisb  students  by  the  excellent 

ducentes,    qu»    augentur    et    amplifi-  translation  of  mj  friend,  Mr.  M*Wliinme,  of 

cantur."5l  St.  Bartholomew's  HospiUl,  who  offers,  however. 

After  ci\'ing  a  minute  and  accurate  ?<>  objection  to  the  views  of  his  author  on  tbe 

;!.>«..-;-.*:          ^*i,     ^-  ._     *.      •     *i          *  formation  of  the  cremaster. 

descnption  of  the  cremaster  m  the  rat,  |  Mr.  Harrison, in  speakinrof  the  cremaster, 

and  Otllers  of  the  Rodentia,  and  of  the  observes:  "This  muscle  is  probably  formed  inci- 

descent  of  the  tpstis  in  these  Anima.lfl  dentally,  the  testis,  in  iU  descent  to  the  scrotum, 

uesceni  oi  «ie  lesus  m  uiese  animais  carrying^  before  it  the  lower  border  of  the  intcnua 

oblique  (DubUn  Dissector,  5th  edit.  p.  838,  p.  148.) 

Mr.  Quain*8  account  of  the  cremaster  strictly 

*  lib.  cit.  p.  319.  ai^es  with  that  of  M.  Cloquet      He  believes 

Ibid-  P  399.  that  it  does  not  exist  before  birth,  and  describes 

Ibid.  p.  226  &  7.  the  i^ubemaculum  merely  as  a  fibro-celluloua 

Speakinfc  of  the  peritoneum.  cord,  which  extends  down  through  the  inguinal 

-  VLi^*^^'  ^'  ^'  ^**^  ^  ^b®  external  surfkce  of  the  pubic  sjrm- 

H  Ibid.  p.  37.  physis.  (Elements  of  Anatomy,  ith  edit.  1887 
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are  erroneous  and  inaccurate,  and  more-  allowed  to  touch  the  ground :  by  this 

over^  inconsistent  not  onlj  with  the  means  the  knee  is  bent,  and  the  thifi^h 

original  and  exact  observations  of  Mr.  partially  flexed  on  the  pelvis.     Tue 

Hunter,  but  also  with  the  subsequent  position  adopted  in  both  instances  is 

investigations  of  Brugnoni,  Seiler,  and  obviously  the  one  most  calculated  to 

other  continental  anatomists,  and,  I  may  relax  the  psoas  muscle,  and  to  maintain 

add,  with  my  own  inquiries,  as  detailed  it  in  a  state  of  quietude.     The  rest  is 

in  this  paper.  broken,    accompanied    by    occasional 

1,  Moimt  Ptoce,  London  HoepiUl,  moanings  and  startings :  these  symp- 

Marvh  2Sth,  1841.  toms  become  more  constant  and  dis- 

tressing  as  the  disease  advances.      If 

the  patient  be    now  submitted  to  a 

ON  HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  careful  examination,  b^  makUiff  pres- 

ABSCESS.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  lumbar  region  on  the  side 

of  the  spine  of  the  limb  affected,  or  be 

Br  Wm.  Oliver  Chalk,  Esa.  placed  in  a  supine  position,  and  the 

Bcddcut  Suneon  to  the  Royal  Sea-Batliing  abdominal  muscles  relaxed  by  flexing 

iniinnBry,  Margate.  the  thighs  on  the  pelvis,  and  the  psoas 

muscle  be  examined  through  the  pa- 

rietes  of  the  abdomen,  we  may  suc- 

qf  Psoa»  Absent,  ^^^^   jj^   discovering  a  tenderness  of 

The  symptoms  which  characterize  this  the  parts.  At  this  time  it  will  occa- 
disorder  may  be  divided  into  three  Bionally  happen  that  a  slight  projection 
stages.  In  the  first  we  have  flattening  of  one  or  more  of  the  vertebree  may  be 
of  the  nates,  apparent  lengthening  of  observed,  but  this  is  not  necessarily  the 
the  limb,  canting  of  the  pelvis,  and  case ;  for  should  it  proceed  from  caries 
dragging  of  the  extremity  as  in  the  the  bodies  may  not  as  yet  have  under- 
eariy  periods  of  hip  disease,  originating  gone  sufficient  change  to  produce  curva- 
in  a  like  cause,  that  of  giving  rest,  turej  besides  which,deposUions  of  tuber- 
Thc  gait  is  uncertain,  accompanied  cular  matter  in  the  loose  cellular  tissue 
by  frequent  stumbling.  If  the  pa-  surrounding  the  psoas  muscle  (constitute 
tient  be  desirous  of  picking  up  any  ing  psoas  abscess)  constantly  take  place, 
thing  from  the  ground,  tne  limb  independent  of  any  spinal  afiection.  Yet 
is  thrown  behind  the  sound  one  it  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
flexed,  and  the  body  bent  forward:  accumulations  of  pus  in  this  situation 
in  this  way  any  pressure  on  the  psoas  ^o  give  rise  to  it;  so  that  the  spinal 
muscle  of  the  side  aflfected  is  avoided,  affection  may  be  cause  or  effect. 
Now  this  is  altogether  diflferent  from  The  duration  of  the  symptoms  al- 
the  manner  (already  described)  in  which  ready  described,  constituting  the  first 
the  same  object  would  be  obtained  by  8*age,  is  verv  uncertain ;  it  may  be  con- 
one  suflfering  under  morbus  coxae.  There  fi"^^  to  weeks ,  months,  or  even  to  years, 
is  more  or  less  languor  after  exertion,  (obeying  the  laws  which  regulate  de- 
dull  pain  in  the  loins  (not,  however,  positions  of  scrofulous  or  tubercular 
invariably  present),  occasional  pains  matter  in  other  structures  of  the  human 
along  the  limbs,  chiefly  confined  to  frame),  depending  entirely  upon  the 
the  knee,  especially  at  night  and  in  the  state  of  the  patient's  general  health, 
recumbent  posture:  they  are  at  first  unless  suddenly  developed  under  the 
erratic,  but  afterwards  become  fixed  influence  of  a  local  injury  superadded 
in  that  articulation.  The  latter  symp-  to  the  original  mischief.  The  following 
toms  are  peculiarly  diagnostic  of  this  «ase  is  an  instance  in  which  the  primary 
disorder,  particulariy  the  pain  at  night,  symptoms  extended  throughout  a  period 
The  patient,  when  lying,  rests  the  limb  of  nearly  six  years. 
on  the  sound  one,  the  knee  is  bent,  and  Jo^'i  White,  a  delicate  boy,  set.  II, 
the  thigh  is  flexed  on  the  pelvis.  In  admitted  July  1st,  1838.  He  states  that 
the  erect  posture  the  extremity  is  ^^^^  ^^^  years  since  he  fell  whilst  at 
thrown  forward,  and  the  toe  is  scarcely  V^yi  immediately  afterwards  he  com- 
plained  of  weakness  and  of  occasional 

m>.  381  and  877.)   Mr.  Morton,  in  a  useful  work  slight  pain  in  the  right  hip  and  croin. 

fostpabUaliedCnieSaixicalAQatomyoflD^nal  About   twelve  months   aiierwaras   he 

teS-i'!^^"?."/ cSSrinHl^  !^«  to  experience  darting  sensations 

adopts  bis  view  of  its  formation,  (p.  931  and  369 )  m  the  hip  and  knee,  more  especially  at 
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bed-tinie :  thei$e  have  continued  up  tions,  and  poultices  of  bread  and  £xt. 
to  the  present  time.  The  spine  is  Conii,  were  used  whenever  the  abscess 
curved  laterally,  he  is  pigeon-breasted,  became  painful  and  irritable.  He  was 
the  buttocks  on  both  sides  are  of  equal  allowed  to  move  about  on  crutches, 
fulness  ;  locomotion  is  unimpaired.  He  when  he  could  do  so  without  exciting 
complains  of  great  pain  on  pressure  at  too  much  pain.  Bv  these  means  the 
the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  the  tongue  is  abscess  was  nearlv  nealed  at  the  time 
furred,  bowels  irregular,  pulse  quick ;  he  of  his  departure  (Oct.  12),  and  bis  gene- 
suffers  from  slight  thirst.  The  hepatic  ral  health  was  excellent.  I  have  just 
treatment  was  adopted,  and  he  under-  now  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
went  a  course  of  bathing,  bemnning  the  patient,  and  a  small  cicatrix  is  all  that 
with  the  warm  salt-water  batn  three  remains  of  a  once  formidable  disease, 
times  a  week,  which  was  afterwards  The  knee  is  slightly  contracted,  and  the 
followed  by  the  douche,  warm  and  cold,  muscles  of  the  hip  have  not  yet  reco- 
applied  along  the  course  of  the  spine  at  vered  their  power,  as  he  is  unable  to  flex 
similar  intervals.  By  these  means  his  the  thi^h  on  the  pelvis,  except  by  the 
general  health  and  strength  were  ^atly  aid  of  his  hand,  but  he  suffers  no  pain 
improved,  the  pains  in  the  hip  and  from  so  cloing.  He  walks  with  a  stick 
groin,  together  with  the  spinal  and  and  crutch.  The  spine  is  ^uite  straight, 
thoracic  deformity,  were  mucn  relieved,  and  the  thoracic  deformity  has  disap- 
He  w^as  discharged  October  1 2th.  He  peared.  His  general  health  has  con- 
returned  to  the  Infirmary  June  18th,  tinned  excellent. 
1839,  much  in  the  same  state  as  when  I  have  just  now  observed  that  the 
he  left  in  the  previous  autumn,  except  spnptoms  of  psoas  abscess  are  divi- 
that  he  had  acauired  a  limping  gait,  sible  into  three  stages,  but  I  should  not 
and  walked  witn  a  stick.  There  was  consider  such  a  division  at  all  neces- 
also  a  slight  recurrence  of  the  he-  sary,  were  it  not  that  by  so  doing  1  am 
patic  sjrmptoms.  A  similar  medical  enabled  to  point  out  more  particularly 
treatment  was  now  pursued,  together  a  circumstance  peculiarly  diagnostic  oi 
with  the  warm  salt-water  bath.  His  the  disorder,  and  one  which  will  often 
general  health  and  strength  improved  serve  to  clear  up  our  doubts  when  we 
as  before.  Just  previous  to  his  depar-  are  called  upon  to  treat  it  in  the  latter 
ture  (October  8th)  I  observed  a  fulness  stage,  where  it  is  often  so  very  difii- 
on  the  upper  and  outer  side  of  the  cult  to  detennine  whether  the  hip  or 
thifi;h,  whicn  yielded  an  obscure  feelinz  the  psoas  muscle  be  the  original  seat 
of  fluctuation.  The  swelling  continued  of  the  mischief.  During  the  time 
to  increase  during  the  winter,  and  he  that  pus  is  accumulating  in,  and  re- 
suffered  much  pain  in  the  hip  and  mains  confined  to  this  muscle,  pain  in 
knee.  Any  attempt  at  motion  caused  the  hip,  knee,  &c.  must  be  present  in  a 
great  uneasiness.  He  was  again  ad-  greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  the 
mitted  as  an  in-door  patient.  May  extent  of  the  abscess ;  but  no  sooner 
20th,  1840.  The  abscess,  which  had  does  it  acquire  sufficient  size  to  gravi- 
increased  to  a  considerable  size,  broke  tate,  quit  the  pelvis,  and  form  on  the 
the  day  previous  to  his  admission,  and  inner  side  of  the  thigh,  (or,  as  is  ver^ 
about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  thin  straw-  commonly  the  case,  follow  more  di- 
coloured  fluid,  mixed  with  the  usual  rectly  tha  course  of  the  psoas  muscles, 
tuberciKous  matter,  escaped  from  a  and  occupy  the  interspaces  of  the  mus- 
very  small  opening  low  aown  on  the  cles  of  the  hip-joint,)  than  the  pain  in 
outer  side  of  the  thigh.  The  dis-  the  hip,  knee,  &c.  ceases  for  a  while, 
charge  was  profuse  for  several  weeks,  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious :  the  lum- 
but  gradually  abated.  The  general  bar  nerves  now  are  no  longer  compressed 
treatment  consisted  in  a  careful  regu-  and  irritated,  as  when  the  matter  was 
lation  of  the  bowels  by  mild  aperients  confined  to  the  body  oft  he  psoas  muscle, 
and  enemata  of  warm  water,  together  This  symptom  is  so  constant  in  lumbar 
with  tonics,  and  a  generous  diet  of  affections  that  it  seems  to  me  of  sufii- 
wine,  ale,  &c.  The  local  applications  cient  importance  to  constitute  the  se* 
were,  ointment  of  the  iodide  of  mercury  cond  stage.  The  following  case  is  one 
applied  over  the  walls  of  the  abscess,  in  which,  from  this  circumstance  alone, 
with  gentle  support  by  a  circular  I  was  enabled  to  establish  the  diag- 
bandage  applied  daily.    loduretted  lo-  nosis  :— Edward  Peel,    eetat.    8,    was 
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admitted  as  an  out-door  patient,  August  of  the  ioduretted  lotions  to  the  wsills 
16,  1833,  from  one  of  the  London  nos-  of  the  abscess,  and  he  recovered  in 
pitals.  It  was  stated  by  the  person  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  weeks.  I 
whose- house  he  was  placed,  that  he  have  heard  of  him  several  times  since, 
was  convalescent  from  hip  disease,  and  and  have  been  informed  that  he  con- 
that  a  slight  weakness  of  the  limb,  tinues  to  enjoy  an  excellent  state  of 
together  with  general  debilitv,  was  all  health.  I  might  here  take  the  oppor- 
that  remained  of  the  disoraer.  On  tunity  of  relating  many  other  cases 
examining  the  hi^,  I  found  the  integu-  bearing  on  this  particular  point,  but 
ments  covered  with  the  cicatnces  of  I  trustUieforegoing  one  wiU  be  sufficient 
leeches,  blisters,  &c. ;  and  I  learnt  to  indicate  the  importance  of  attending 
that,  for  some  months  previous,  he  to  the  circumstance.  The  third  stage 
had  suffered  severe  pains  about  the  of  lumbar  abscess  may  be  considered 
hip,  knee,  and  along  the  limb,  more  that  in  which  the  suppurative  process 
especially  at  night,  and  whenever  in  is  fully  completed,  and  an  exit  to  the 
the  recumbent  posture.  It  did  not  pus  produced  either  by  nature  or  by  art. 
appear  that  the  topical  remedies,  though  The  soft  fluctuating  tumor  of  the  nates, 
often  repeated,  had  been  productive  formed  by  the  insinuation  of  pus  among 
of  relief,  but  that  suddenly,  and  not  the  interspaces  of  the  muscles  of  the 
long  before  his  arrival  at  the  lufir-  hip-joint,  nas  often  been  confounded 
mar>%  the  paiu  had  ceased.  I  care-  with  dislocation  ofthe  head  of  the  femur 
fully  examined  the  spine,  and  found  on  the  dorsum  ilii.  Some  surgeons  have 
one  of  the  lumbar  vertebroe  slightly  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  psoas  abscess 
projecting,  it  afterwards  became  more  may  be  distinguished  from  morbus  coxs 
urominent  as  the  disease  advanced,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  pointing 
He  was  discharged  at  the  closing  on  the  inner  side  of  the  thigh  only.  It 
of  the  house,  on  October  30th  follow-  would  be  fortunate  if  this  were  true, 
ing,  much  in  the  same  istate  as  when  but  the  fact  is  the  very  reverse,  for  it 
he  came.  He  did  not,  however,  return  commonly  points  and  nnds  exit  behind 
home,  and  I  determined  on  watching  or  near  to  the  great  trochanter ;  and 
the  case,  directing  the  party  who  haa  even  if  it  breaks  in  the  groin  in  the 
charge  of  him  to  let  mc  know  imme-  first  instance,  the  pus  may  smseouently 
diatdy  if  any  swelling  over  the  nates  burrow  about  the  muscles  of  the  hip, 
or  in  the  groin  should  be  observed,  and  form  an  outlet  in  the  vicinity  of 
Not  long  alter  this  I  was  requested  to  the  articulation, 
see  him.  A  fluctuating  tumor,  about  The  case  of  George  Hastings,  set.  16, 
the  size  of  a  bantam's  egg,  just  beneath  shewn  in  the  accompanying  woodcut, 
Foupart's  ligament,  was  now  percepti-  is  an  instance  of  such  an  occurrence, 
ble.  I  did  not  interfere  with  it,  and  He  was  admitted  May  12,  1836.  He 
merely  prescribed  some  general  treat-  stated  that  he  was  a  sailor,  and  that 
ment.  The  tumor  inci-eafied  to  a  con-  two  years  since  he  was  occupied  in 
siderable  size,  but  did  not  cause  much  scouring  the  deck  without  his  shoes  or 
pain  or  inconvenience.  He  was  allowed  stockings  during  a  wet  and  cold  day ; 
to  move  on  crutches  as  usual.  At  the  three  days  after  this  he  was  seized  with 
end  of  four  or  five  weeks  an  opening  violent  pains  in  the  lumbar  region, 
was  about  to  form,  the  integuments  (these  symptoms  were  accompanied 
were  inflamed,  and  beneath  them  could  b^  severe  febrile  action) ;  in  a  fort- 
be  seen  the  pus.  I  now  made  a  small  night  they  subsided,  and  he  then  be- 
opening  witn  a  sharp  pointed  bistoury,  gan  to  complain  of  pain  in  the  g^in^ 
the  precise  size  of  me  inflamed  skin,  which  shortly  extended  to  the  hip 
and  liberated  four  ounces  of  straw-  and  knee,  and  became  more  especially 
coloured  fluid,  with  flakes  of  tubercu-  painful  at  night,  and  whenever  in 
lous  matter.  The  discharge,  after  the  the  recumbent  poeture.  In  attempt- 
first  exit  of  the  pus,  never  exceeded  a  ing  to  rise  suddenly,  or  after  walk- 
table-spognful  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  ing,  he  experienced  an  acute  lanci- 
The  orifice  soon  after  ulcerated  to  the  nating  sensation  in  the  hip  and  groin, 
size  of  a  shilling.  The  after-treatment  — These  symptoms  subsided  twelve 
consistedingenUe  compression  by  means  months  prior  to  the  formation  of  the 
of  compresses  and  a  bandage  applied  abscess,  which  formed  a  tumor  of  con- 
round  the  pelvis,  tind  the  application  siderable  size,  and  pointed  in  the  groin 
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Cote  of  Oeorffe  Hastings. 


No.  1.  Outlet  to  the  absceu  in  the  groin, 
a.  4.  OriflceB  to  the  abscesi. 
a.  The  site  of  au  iuue  degeoented  into  •  ttnunooa  nicer. 

(this   happened  in    December    1835,  his  stay,  had  now  entirely  subsided.    I 

eighteen   months  prior  to  the   com-  selected  this  case  as  the  subject  of  a 

mencementofthe  disorder):  nearly  four  drawing,  as  it  gives  an  excellent  idea 

ounces  of  pus  were  liberated:  soon  after  of  the  state  of  the  parts  when  psoas 

this  several  outlets  formed  in  the  vici-  abscess  finds  an  exit  in  the  vicinity  of 

nity  of  the  hip-joint,  and  discharg^ed  the  articulation  and  exterior  of  the 

profusely.    The  limb  was  turned  in-  thigh. 

wards,  the  knee  contracted,  and  the  The  situation  in  which  the  abscess 
thigh  flexed  on  the  pelvis.  He  suffered  points  would  appear  to  be  regulated  bv 
great  pain  in  the  hip,  knee,  and  ankle,  the  quantity  contained  in  the  sac.  If 
accompanied  by  irntative  fever.  The  it  be  small  it  is  usually  in  the 
integfuments  were  covered  with  the  cica-  fi[roin,  immediately  beneath  Poupart's 
trices  of  cuppings,  leeches,  and  blisters,  Rgament.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
and  an  iflsue  placed  behind  the  great  matter  remains  some  time  on  the  brim 
trochanter  haa  degenerated  into  an  of  the  pelvis  before  an  exit  is  formed, 
irritable  ulcer*.  On  pressing  the  abdo-  for  I  ao  not  remember  to  have  ex*« 
men  in  the  lumbar  region,  pus  issued  mined  any  patient  w^ho  died  of  lumbar 
fireely  from  all  the  openings.  The  pa-  abscess,  where  caries  to  a  greater  or  less 
tient  was  altogether  in  a  lamentable  extent  was  not  observable  at  some  part 
condition.  It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  of  it.  When  the  accumulation  is 
the  treatment,  which  extended  over  a  larger,  it  follows  the  course  of  the  psoas 
period  of  some  months.  He  only  muscle,  and  insinuates  itself  amohg  the 
quitted  his  bed  a  fortnight  previous  muscular  interspaces  of  the  hip  and 
to  his  departure  from  the  Infirmary  outer  side  of  the  thigh,  and  generally 
(Oct.  25th) ;  and  on  his  first  rising  points  behind  the  great  trochanter,  and 
it  was  observed  that  he  had  increased  m  the  vicinity  of  tne  articulation.  If, 
considerably  in  height :  the  circum-  however,  it  be  very  great,  as  is  some- 
stance  was  so  obvious  that  I  felt  anxious  times  the  case,  it  descends  beneath  the 
to    ascertain   by   admeasurement   the  fascia  of  the  thigh,  producing  great  in- 

Erecise  increase,  which,  according  to  crease  in  the  size,  and  fluctuation  be- 

is  own  statement,  was  rather  more  comes  perceptible  in  all  parts  of  it. 

than  thTee  inches.    The  discharge  was  In    this    case  various    openings  may 

now  very  slight,  comparatively  speak-  form,  both  on  the  inner  and  outer  side 

ing,  and  from  twoorinces  only ;  all  the  of  the  thigh,  and  about  the  hip-joint. 

other  wounds  were  healed.     He  could  An  abscess  originally  very  small  may 

walk  tolerably  well  on  crutches,  and  give  rise  to  one  of  great  extent,  by  in- 

thelimb  was  less  contracted.   His  gene-  volving  other  parts  in  its  descent.     In 

ral  health  was  greatly  improved ;  and  the  case  of  William  Gibbard,  mi.  20, 

a  diarrhoea,  from  which  ne  had  been  admitted  July  31, 1837,  suffering  under 

suffering  at  frequent  intervals  during  posterior  curvature  of  the  'spine,  and  a 

~— — — — -- — 7 7~-  scrofulous  affection  of  the  left  knee- 

^.*  The  c«e  had  been  tmU4  »  diseMO  of  the  j^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  entcntiB  the  fol- 
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lowing  September,  I  found,  on  a  post-  The  fint  is  that  of  Tliomas  Staple^ 

mortem  inspection,  that  a  slight  caries  ton,  eet.  14,  admitted  May  11,  1836.     I 

of  the  bodies  of  the  3d  and  4th  dorsal  was  much  struck  by  the  position  of  the 

vertebrse  had  given  rise  to  an  abscess,  limb :  the  thi^h  was  situated  at  right 

which  had  insinuated  itself  between  angles  from  the  pelvis,  the  knee  was 

the   condensed  cellular  tissue  at  the  flexed,   and    the    patient  lay  on  his 

side  of  the  spine,  descended  along  the  face.      I  was  at  a  loss,  in  the.  first 

psoas  muscle,  beneath  the  pelvic  fascia,  instance,    to  account  for   this,  never 

and  through  Poupart's  lieament  to  the  having  had  an  opportunity  of  witness- 

intermuscular  space  at  the  upper  and  in^  a  similar  case.    There  were  two 

inner  part  of  the  thigh :  no  opening  had  orifices,  one  on  the  upper  and  anterior 

been  formed  during  life.     Upon  a  mo-  part  of  the  thigh,  and  another  a  little 

derate  computation  the  sac  could  not  below  the  former,  on  the  outer  side, 

have  contained  less  than  a  gallon  and  The  discharge  was  not  int)fuse,  but  it 

a  half  of  pus.  was  unhealthy.     On  questioning  him 

Occasionally  the  abscess  points  in  as  to  the  cause  of  his  position,  he  said 
the  Imnbar  region,  at  the  side  of  the  that  he  was  induced  to  adopt  it  in  con- 
spine,  and  sometimes  it  does  so  after  sequence  of  the  pain  he  experienced 
the  matter  has  found  an  exit  elsewhere,  when  lying  down.  His  general  health 
In  two  instances  of  this  description,  was  greatly  impaired ;  he  was  sufifering 
where  the  orifices  sloughed,  ana  the  under  hepatic  symptoms,  and  from  oh- 
cases  did  badly,  it  was  followed  by  hee-  stinate  constipation  of  the  bowels.  The 
morrha^e,  which,  although  restrained  following  is  tiie  historv  I  gained  from 
for  a  time,  ultimately  proved  fatal,  the  patient: — He  stated  that  on  Sept.  3d, 
In  the  case  of  W.  H.  Huder,  set.  12,  1835,  he  was  seized  with  sudden  and 
admitted  July  14,  1835,  [who  was  suf-  severe  pain  along  the  whole  course  of 
ferins;  from  scrofulous  abscess  on  the  the  right  lower  extremity,  since  which 
left  side  of  the  thorax,  and  from  an  ac-  time  he  had  been  entirely  confined  to 
cumulation  of  pus  in  the  lumbar  re-  his  bed ;  and  that  for  eighteen  months 
gion,  which  was  perceptible  at  the  side  previous  to  this,  when  taking  violent 
of  the  spine,  and  formed  a  tumor  of  exercise,  such  as  running,  &c.  &c.,  he 
some  size],  just  prior  to  his  departure,  had  been  subject  to  occasional  darting 
Oct.  9th,  the  matter  gravitated  along  sensations  along  the  limb,  &c.  The 
the  psoas  muscle,  and  he  began  to  hepatic  treatment  was  adopted,  and 
experience  pain  in  the  hip  and  knee,  the  bowels  carefully  regulated.  The 
while  the  swelling  entirely  disap-  febrile  symptomswere  allayed  by  a  strict 
peared.  During  the  interval  that  took  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  an  amelio- 
place  between  the  time  of  his  de-  ration  oi  the  symptoms  ensued.  He 
parture  and  return  to  the  Infirmary,  was  afterwards  placed  on  a  tonic  regi- 
May  14, 1836,  his  case  had  been  treated  men.  The  discharge  from  the  orifices 
as  hip  disease.  Two  openings  had  diminished.  The  patient  now  com- 
formed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  articula-  plained  of  tenderness  in  the  lumbar 
tion ;  one  of  them  was  situated  behind  region,  and  a  slight  blush  was  ob- 
the  great  trochanter:  the  discharge  servable  on  the  integuments  near 
was  profuse.  The  case  went  on  badly,  to  the  posterior  spine  of  the  ilium.  A 
and  ultimately  the  integuments  slough-  circular  bandage  was  passed  round 
ed,  where  a  blister  had  been  placed  the  thigh,  and  compresses  of  Unt  placed 
over  the  articulation,  extending  to  the  over  each  orifice.  These  soon  healed, 
precise  size  and  form  of  it.  Nothing  and  an  opening  was  formed  Oct. 
could  exceed  the  suflering  caused  by  17th,  where  the  integuments  had  be- 
this  circumstance :  he  returnecL  home  come  infiamed,  and  about  half  a  pint 
Oct.  Ist,  in  a  hopeless  state.  of   healthy  pus    was   liberated.      He 

The  position  of  the  limb  in  psoas  suffered  considerable  constitutional  irri- 

abscess  is  almost  invariably  the  same :  tation  whilst  the  abscess  was  forming 

it  is  turned  inwards,    and    rests    on  in  this  situation.    He  left  the  Infirmary 

the  sound  one;    the  thigh  is  flexed  Oct.  24th,  greatly  relieved   in   every 

on  the  pelvis,  and  the  knee  bent.    I  respect. 

have  only  met  with  two  instances  to  J  ohn  Lineham,  st.  28,  admitted  May 

the  contrary,  and  will  take  this  oppor-  I4th,  1836,  suflTerin^  under  lumbar  ab- 

tunity  of  relating  them,  as  they  are  by  scess  j  this  wns  excited  by  rheumatic 

no  means  devoid  of  interest.  action.    He  is  a  post-boy.    He  states 
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that  abottt  two  yean  since  he  suffered  flhall  feel  much  obliged  if  ytm  will  give 

from  pains  in  the  knee,  more  particu-  it  a  place,  as  now  enclosed,  in  one  of 

larly  at  night.     They  continued  in-  your  forthcoming  numbers, 

creasing  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  at  I  am,  sir, 

last,  becoming  so  violent  that  he  could  Your  obedient  servant, 

not  lie  down  in  bed,  he  adopted  the  W.  H.  Walshb,  M.D. 

cxpedientof  placing  himself  at  the  side  ,,..,.          .                     *  j     mi 

of  it,   letting  the  limb  hang  down;  Principal  arcmmtancei  eanw^ted  f^th 

when,  accorfing  to  his  statement,  it  *««J  ^«*«;  7,f  *!S*.'^,i*'''^^^T 

becai^e  considerably  enlarged  (prol^a^  *«  *f«»  «'«*^A«^  ^  tkeaduU/wr  the 

bly  from  cedema).    There  were  several  ^*'<y  "7!?*  ^n^ttnns  produced  by 

sinuses  discharging   profusely  in  the  Stnehire  qf  the  lUetmm. 

neighbourhood  of  ihe  hip-joint.    The  [i.  Fink  (An.  P)  Vid  Odier,  Man.  de 

limb  was  shortened  to  about  fourinches ;  Mideeme,  p.  274,  ed.  2, 181 1  J— Female, 

the  knee  was  much  contracted.     He  i^t.  70.     Symptoms  of  gangrene  from 

left  the  Infirmary  Oct  24,  the  wounds  fagcal  retention ;  tumor  completely  ob- 

for  the  most  part  healed,  and  his  gene-  literating  the  rectum  at  its  origin, 

ral  health  greatly  improved.  Opening  made  at  *•  most  prominent 

n.^ , *:„„^  ^  part  of  the  abdomen  ;"  one  or  two  stooh 

[To  be  continoea.J  K  .,        ^ ,  a»     ^  i»     j 

*^ daily  afterwards;   patient  uved  more 

than  a  year,  and  died  dropsical. 

ON  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS  FOR  RELIEF  [2.  PiLLOHE  (1776).    VW.  VEaspM- 

OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE  ««?«.  Janvier  30,  1840].— Adult  male. 

RECTUM  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  upwards  of  a  month  ;  not 

'  a  particle  of  two  pounds  of  mercuiy, 

-,  .,    «^..      j-.^    ,^  J.    f  ^y     AM  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  mouth. 

To  the  BdUar  rfthe  Medtcid  GoMette.  discharwd.     Eight  or  nine  inches  of 

Sir,  the  ena  of  the  colon  and  beginning  of 

In  the  account  of  Cancer  of  the  Rectum  the    rectum   totally  obstnicted    from 

in  theCyclopasdia  of  Surgery ,  the  follow-  schirrous  induration,  &c. 

ing  paragraph  occurs : — '*  Surgery  has  Transverse  incision  of  the  inte^- 

yet  another  mode — ^in  the  establishment  ments  above  the  fold  of  the  right  groin, 

of  an  artificial  anus— of  relieving  suf-  and  same  of  the  ceecum ;    abundant 

ferers  from  obstructed  rectum,  and  of  feecal  evacuation.      Peritouitic  symp- 

wardinfi^  off  imminent  death.    There  toms  on  the  20th ;  death  on  the  28th 

are,  at  least,  seven  cases  on  record,  in  day.    The  bowels  had  not  been  com- 

which  this  operation  has   been  per-  pletely  emptied;    the   exact   ori^nal 

formed  on   the    adult   subject,  when  weight  of  mercury  being  found  m  a 

every  effort  to  relieve  the  distended  knuckle  of  the  jejunum,  behind  the 

bowels  having   been    made   in  vain,  bladder. 

symptoms  of  stercoral  tympanites  and  [3.  Freer  (1817).  Vid.Med.andPhys. 

strangulation,  with  momentary  risk  of  Joumcd,  vol.  45,  p.  9,    1821.] — Male, 

Trapture  of  the  intestines,  had  set  in.  eet  47.    Contraction  of  gut  complete ; 

Five  of  these  operations  proved  com-  attempt  made  to  divide  the  stricture ; 

pletely  successful,  and  in  one  of  the  no  stool  for  ten  days,  vomiting,  hiccup, 

others  the  fatal  event  was  mainly  due  &c. ;  **  death  inevitable." 

to  previous  unskilful   treatment:    the  Incision  above  and  within  anterior 

operation  is,  therefore,  w^arran table  in  superior  spine  of  the  left  ilium,  and  in 

a  surreal  point  of  view." — (Cyclopad.  descending  colon ;  painful  evacuation ; 

vol.  1.  p.  6/9.)    A  foot-note  refen  the  patient,  however,  gradually  sank,  and 

reader  to  the  Medical  Gazette,  July  died  on  the  ninth  day. 

1840,  for  further  information.     This  [4.  PniNo  (1820).  F^rf.^fei.afM/Piiy«. 

reference  was  made  under  tiie  imp^-  Journal^  vol.  45,  p.  1,  1821.] — Widow, 

sion  that  a  note  on  the  subject,  of  et  64.  Obstruction  seven  inches  above 

which  I  intended  to  beg  the  insertion,  the  anus ;  total  retention  of  feeces  for 

would  appear  in  your  pages  of  that  twelve  days. 

date.    Bv  some  accident  I  mislaid  the  Incision  within  and  above  antero- 

note,  ana,  until  recently,  forgot  the  cir-  superior  spine  of  left  ilium,   and  in 

cumstance.     As  the  point  to  which  it  descending  colon;  imnmediate  and  forci- 

refers  is  one  of  practical  imfwrtance,  I  ^^^  discharge  of  faeces.     Three  months 
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after,  indurated  fiscea  paased  throu^  pelvis :  the  site  of  the  incision  was  also 

the  natunl  anua,  and  continued  to  do  evidently  ill-judged.     The    cause   of 

so.    Six  numtha  after^  the  patient  was  death  in  Freer's  case  does  not  very 

in  gpod  health.  clearly  appear  from  his  details. 

P*  Mabtlakd  (1824).    Edmb,  Med.  M.  Amussat's  motives  for  preferring 

ami  Smrg.  Jomm.  p.  271 » 1825.] — Male,  the  operation  proposed  bv  CaUisen  (the 

St.  44.    A  larsc  tumor  protnidine.  as  lumbar  incision,  whereby  implication 

it  were,  fimm  the  neck  or  the  bladder;  of  the  peritoneum  is  avoided)  to  the 

no  stool  for  twenty -six  days;  marked  inguino-abdominal  incision  of  Littre, 

sterooral  tympanites.  are  explained  in  his  papers  referred  to. 

Incision  an  inch  above  and  within  . 

antero-superior  spine  of  the  left  ilium, 

andindewendingcolon;  instant  escape  ON    WOUNDS    OF  THE    FEMORAL 

of  fieces  and  flatus;  a  vear  after  the  VEIN  IN  OPERATIONS  FOR 

patient  enjoyed  good  health :  soft  stools  ANEURISM. 

passed  on  a  few  occasions  at  one  period  

*S?tt."'{lS."'-  Vid.  Gazette  ^  '*'  ^*'»'-  «f  "'  ^«*>^  ««""• 

Midieale,  Oct.  1839.]— Woman,  s$t.  48.  Sia, 

No  stool  for  upwards  of  hc«rfy-«fl:  days;  So  much  depends,  for  the  satisfactory 

nausea,  vomiting,  &c.      Hard,  round,  and  successful  performance  of  all  im- 

immoveable  tumors,  at  the  upper  part  portant  operations  in  surgery,  upon  the 

of  the  rectum.  state  of  preparation  of  the  mind  of  the 

Incision  in  left  lumbar  region,  and  operator  for  every  possible  emergency 

in  descending  colon.  Four  months  after  that  may  arise,  ana  the  possession  of 

the    operation,    patient    in    excellent  means  calculated  to  remove  the  embar- 

health :  one  or  two  evacuations  daily:  rassment  which  ensues,  that  I  presume 

flatus  passed  by  natural  anus.  the  following  brief  observations  upon  a 

[7.    Amussat    (1839).      Vid.   same  melancholy  occurrence,  to  which  even 

Eaper.]  —  Case  previously  treated  by  the  best  surgeons  are  liable,  may  not  be 

reaking  down  fungous  masses  in  the  unacceptable: — 

rectum,  and  subsequently  by  cauterizar  There  cannot,  perhaps,  occur  to  the 

tion.    Patient  in  a  deplorable  state.  surgeon  a  more  lamentable    accident 

Owning  made  in  left  lumbar  region  than  an  injury  of  the  femoral  vein  at 

and  in  descending  colon ;  no  escape  of  the  time  of  applying  a  ligature  to  the 

ffiBces  till  the  fifth  day.     Four  months  femoral  artery.    Quiet,  and  unaflfected 

after,  the  patient  in  a  better  state  than  by  it,  as  the  patient,  at  the  time  of  its 

before  the  operation,  and  about  to  quit  occurrence,  appears,  the  practised  sur- 

Paris  for  the  country.  geon  beholds  m  this  apparently  trivial 

"When  the  disease  is  cancerous,  the  incident  a  sad  calamity,  fraught  with 

chances  of  ultimate  advantage  are,  of  the  most  certain,  though  not  instant, 

course,  vastly  less  than  in  cases  of  re-  destruction  of  his  unhappy  patient.    As 

tention  from  simple  induration;  but  the    most    skilful*    and    experienced 

even  here  it  may  be  justifiably  per-  hands  are  liable  to  Ml  into  this  fatal 

formed,   provided  the    patient,   after  error  as  well  as  the  unskilful,  and  as 

having   been   made  fully  acquainted  «  there  is  scarce  an  instance  on  record 

with  the  nature  and  likemiood  of  the  of  the  patient's  recovery  t/*  when  it 

benefit  to  follow,  still  desire  to  under^  does    happen    it   becomes    the    duty 

it."     It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  m  ©f  the  surgeon  to  devise,  if  possible, 

defence  of  this  position,  that  (even  ad-  gome  means  by  which  he  mav  secure 

mitting  the  benefit  obtained  to  be  ne-  his  patient  from  a  danger  of  nis  own 

cessaruy  of  short  duratbn,  which  is  by  infliction,  more  sure  to  destroy,  than 

no    means  certain),    Uiere  are    cases  the  disease  he  is  attempting  to  cure, 

wherein  the  preservation  of  a  given  Every  recorded  instance  of  tnis  kind  I 

life,  even  for  a  few  days,  may  be  of  the  have  met  with  proved  fatal.     In  the 

utmost  consequence  to  families,  in  a  course  of  a  few  months  I  have  seen  it 

worldly  point  of  view. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  Pillore's  *  g^e  Lancet,  vol.  i.  for  iSM-g,  a  •«•«  by  Sir  A. 

case  the  unfortunate  issue  probably  P^Vif »  *?<*«;pP"<»P^l«HVi&^ 

J          J  J        *u    ^i^«-.«^^^«  JL^^a^kA  K«  >o  Med.-Chir.  Trans,  vol.  15 ;  a«o  Travera  ■  anr- 

depended  on  the  obstruction  caused  oy  ^i^^  Esntyi,  part  i. 

the  gravitation  of  the  mercury  into  the  t  HargraveS  operative  Sorgery,  p.  94. 
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twice  happen  in  the  hands  of  different  not  the  ligature  there,  would  sufiice  for 

indiTiduab.    The  first  patient  died  in  its  cure.    But  in  a  few  dajs  this  action 

consequence ;  the  second  was  rescued  is  extended,  throuj^h  the  incessant  irri- 

by  a  measure  to  be  presently  stated.  tation  of  the  foreign  bodr,  passes  the 

That  simple  wounds  of  veins,  both  limits  of   safety,    proceeds  along  the 

superficial  and  deep,  properly  treated,  lining  membrane  of  the  vein  in  the 

are  unattended  by  dimger,  will,  as  a  directipn  of  the  heart,  and  gives  rise  to 

fneral  rule,  be  acknowledged  by  all,  the  first  symptoms  of  constitutional 
take  for  granted.  It  is  proved  by  disturbance.  The  ulcerative  process 
the  result  of  superficial  and  deep  then  begins,  the  parts  immediately  sur- 
woundsin  phlebotomy,  and  amputation,  rounding  the  noose  slough,  and  that 
I  have  seen,  during  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  vein  within  it  is  cast  off, 
tumor  deeply  seated  in  the  neck,  the  leavine  an  opening  in  the  vessel, 
internal  jugular  vein  wounded,  and  through  which  dark  unhealthy  blood 
bleed  profusely  till  the  conclusion  of  mixed  with  pus  escapes,  and  the  patient 
the  operation,  when  the  parts  being  speedily  passes  into  an  irremediable 
allow^  to  return  to  their  natural  state  state  of  typhoid  phlebitis, 
it  immediately  ceased,  and  caused  no  From  wiiat  we  experience  in  other 
further  annoyance;  and  I  am  of  opinion  wounds  of  veins,  we  are  justified  in 
that  a  simple  incision  of  moderate  ex-  concluding  that  the  ligature  is  the 
tent  in  a  vein,  parallel  to  its  course,  whole  and  sole  cause  of  this  fatal  phle- 
will  rarelv  produce  trouble,  provided  bitis.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  if  the 
the  vessel  remains  undisturbed,  the  ligature  in  every  instance  of  the  kind 
contiguous  parts  are  brought  into  con-  that  has  happened  had  not  been  ap- 
tact  with  it,  and  the  member  is  placed  plied,  but  the  parts  been  brought  to- 
in  a  motionless  and  favourable  position,  g^ether  and  treated  as  a  common  wound, 
Even  a  transverse  wound,  unless  the  tne  deaths  ascribed  to  this  accident 
slit  is  very  lartg^e,  will,  I  doubt  not,  do  would  never  have  occurred.  The  re- 
best  when  lento  itself.  The  practice  moval  of  the  instrument  leaves  a  double 
of  tying  wounded  veins  has  the  support  injury  of  the  vein,  consisting  of  two 
of  excellent  authority,  and  is  occa-  small  orifices,  their  long  diameters 
sionally  done  on  the  face  of  stumps  parallel  with  the  venous  trunk.  Icon- 
with  impunity,  as  I  have  repeatedly  sider  that  a  case  of  this  kind,  judi- 
observed ;  yet  I  am  quite  satisfied  it  ciously  treated,  presents  nothing  in 
should  always  be  avoided  till  all  other  itself  necessarily  dangerous.  The  in- 
means  have  failed  to  arrest  the  bleed-  fiammation  of  the  vein,  induced  by  the 
ing— an  event  almost  always  attainable  ligature,  is  the  cause  of  death.  No- 
by  patience  and  judicious  management,  thing,  I  am  therefore  convinced,  will 
A  wound  of  the  femoral  vein,  caused  in  excuse  the  practice  of  allowing  the 
passing  the  aneurismal  needle  round  ligature  to  be  applied  upon  the  artery 
the  artery,  scarcely  bleeds,  as  I  have  at  the  part  where  the  vein  is  injured ; 
witnessed  on  two  occasions,  unless  the  and  I  should  regard  myself,  were  this 
openings  are  dilated  by  the  elevation  of  misfortune  to  occur  under  my  hands, 
the  needle  or  lieature.  I  have  had  re-  ^ilty  of  the  most  culpable  malprac- 
peated  proofs  of  this  in  the  operations  tice  if  I  applied  the  ligature  at  this 
already  alluded  to.  Whenever  the  part,  and  allowed  it  to  remain.  The 
parts  were  elevated  by  the  needle,  or  practice  I  would  adopt  in  such  a  case 
by  the  ligature,  the  blood  freely  is,  to  open  the  sheath  of  the  vessels  an 
flowed  J  but  the  instant  tliey  were  inch  above  the  injury  in  the  vein,  and 
allowed  to  subside,  it  ceased.  In  a  tie  the  artery  there,  provided  there 
case  of  this  kind  it  must  be  borne  should  appear  sufficient  space  between 
in  mind  that  we  have  a  double  wound  the  wouna  and  the  deep  artery  of  the 
in  the  coats  of  the  vein  *,  for  it  is  trans-  thigh,  to  justify  its  application ;  if  not, 
fixed  by  the  needle ;  and  if  the  ligature  to  go  the  same  distance,  or  more,  be- 
is  passed  and  tied,  a  segment  of  its  low.  If  the  aneurism  is  in  a  state 
circle  is  enclosed  within  the  noose,  which  would  admit  of  the  necessary 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  cause  of  delay,  it  becomes  an  inquiry  whether  it 
the  fatality  attending  this  occurrence,  mignt  not  be  better  practice  to  allow 
The  injury  of  the  vein  is  succeeded  at  the  wound  entirely  to  heal  before  the 
first  by  adhesive  inflammation,  which  artery  is  exposed  a  second  time.  The 
quickly  closes  the  orifices,  and,  were  only  recommendation  this  course  ap- 
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pears  to  present  is  the  entire  cessation  tional  disturbance,  following  the  t^pli- 

of  inflammatory  action  it  would  admit  tion  of  a  ligature  to  a  varicose  vein, 
of  in  the  vein,  before  the  possibility  of    ceased  immediately  on    its   removal, 

fresh  disturbance  could  arise  from  the  And  though  on  the  tying  and  instant 

ligature.    On  the  other  hand,  we  must  removal  of  subsequent  ligatures,  similar 

bear  in  mind  the  effect  of  a  failure  and  alarming  symptoms   did  not  fail    to 

second  operation  on  the  patient.  These  arise,  requiring  active  treatment   for 

are    circumstances,    however,    which  their  reduction    (which    was    accom- 

each  individual    case   and    operation  plished  with  a  favourable  result),  no 

must  determine.      Future  experience  one,  I  think,  can  doubt,  if  the  ligatures 

may  decide    whether  the  safest  plan  had  been  allowed  to  remain,  but  that 

would  be  to  pursue  the  treatment  t  am  a    very   diflerent    termination    would 

about  to  mention,  but 'at  present  I  am  have  ensued, 
not  prepared  to  give  it  unqualified  re-  Your  obedient  servant,* 

commendation.  Samuel  Hadwen. 

In  the  second  case  of  iniury  of  the       ^^^^^^  „^„  ,94,. 

vein,  alluded  to  above,    though  the 

plan  I  have  proposed  was  present  to 

my  mind,  I  was  withheld  at  the  time,  PTOSIS. 

by  motives  of  delicacy,  from  obtruding  ^ 

it  upon  my  friend  who  was  operating, 

as  well  as  from  a  feeling  that  it  was        To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

due  to  his  judgment  that  he  should  ^^^ 

have  time  to  reflect  upon  a  proposal  so  ' 


^n^U  „„i  nnfnL^    fh^f  aI^W-^  1841 ,  he  remarks-"  A  somewhat  similar 

was  only  one  opinion,  tnat  tne  patient  v.        ,    ^    ^   ,   ,. i.««„    -^«, 

was  pbied  in  the  m<4t  certain  clanger.  "Peration   has,  {. „^f '«7' J;^^"  ^P^'" 

Wittf  this    conviction    I    thought    I  f''™^"^  ^y  ^r.  Hunt,  of  Manches  er, 

should  be  inexcusable  did  1  not  state  >"  •*  <=«««  f '!!;"iTi)^Sr^r  W^,  „n' 

to  my  friend,  that  if  the  case  were  my  consequent  upon  a  dmsj^on  wlacera  on 

o«-n,'l  should  allow  thf  ligature  to  re-  "^  the  levator  pal pebra;  muscle;  but  I 

main  till  a  sufficient  time^had  elapsed  am  not  aware  of  its  having  been  prac- 

to  admit  of  a  fair  chance  of  the  artery  t'?«'d  >n  any  case  of  Paralytic  ptosis 

being  obUterated,  and  then  carefully  ^'"^'=y'"^^'*^^  ^'^^^rni^U^J^ 

remove  it.    In  such  a  time  I  conceivea  "n^thod  of  "F"^'*"?/"' J'^.^'f  «^f •* 

the  inflammation  would  not  have  ex-  ,T^''=*'/T.T''*^;"p^rn7  ?  hit 

cceded  a  salutary  extent;  and  the  re-  t^at  adopted  »»yMr   burling   I  have 

suits  of  the  eiperimente  of  Sir  A.  ?»* "«'  ^f",  "Znl'^n  rttU  to  tht 

Coopr  Mr.  Trav^ers,  and  M.  Boberts  L\Klrt!Th   folVw^^^^^^^ 
on  tte  temporary  hgature,  Pff  ^^'f  »  ^      j  ^^^  ^„^. 

fair  chance  of  the  procee^ng  being  ot^ration  applicable  to  in- 

attended  with  success,  as  far  as  tne  °^'-*^^  "  ^  ^f ±T       Ar»^^r,«. 

aneurism  was  concerned.    The  advice  ^^?'^\^[  ^/n  ^^    J^h.'  ni™Hon^ 

was  followed.  .    In    a   fortnight   the  &  'j^^flr^^f  ,„tw,?^^™^^^^^^ 


wound 
tient 


«uowea.      lu    a   '"""'8  ''   """^  formiriy  adopted,  the  following  obser- 

i  was  quite  healed,  and  the  pa-  •"■•■••^'v  """f  »•  >              ,       o   ,. 

L  riJ{.»»  h^^Uh      A.  if  ic  tho  vation  occurs,  to  which  I  beg  to  direct 

in  P««cct  health.    As  it  IS  the  curling's  attention.     "Nor  can 

intenUon  of  my  fnend  to  pubhsh  his  Operation   be  available  in 

case,  I  cannot  go  farther  into  ite  de-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  P^  ^^^^  ^^  paralysis,  or 

t!'       1  j  V    j-os-  .1*  ^.>.>..„.  5mr.n<.  injury  of  the  levator,  when  we  consider 

It  would  be  difficult,  rtP?  "3;  thit  shortening  the  eyelid  cannot  re- 

«ble,  to  collect  from  a  «n?l?  ">««*»««  gtore  to  this  mSscle  the  pwer  which  it 

stronger  support  for  the  poabon  1  have  ,      ^J       ^     „g„i 

assumed  than  *«  ?<««  ^^^'^t  ^^J*  at  the  conclusion  of  the  pa^r,  "  It  may 

Hodgson  gives,  m  his  workonDw^^^^^^  ^      „                  ^^^^  ^^j^  „^thod  of 

in?and^Sc«v^cll;?com^inr^  I-'^-^-K  *^«  »P«-«-  -PP«-  ^^^ 

by  Mr.  Freer,  in  whose  practice  it  oc-  «  y^^  ^  Engtend  H^lid  .nd  Surgioa 

curred,  which  seems  to  bear  upon  the  j„„raj  j,ot.  \»aSl  p.  m. 

point     The    most    violent    constilu-  f  li'W-  P  !«• 
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to  the  following  causeB  of  ptoeis,  viz.:  but  affbcts  other  parts  of  the  hce,  or 

those  occasioned  by  loss  of  power  in  if  the  patient  has  been  subject  to  fits 

the  levator,  whether    attributable   to  for  a  length  of  time,  as  in  the  case  re- 

actual  destruction  of  a  part  of   the  ported  by  Mr.  Curling,  there  is  great 

muscles,  or  to  paralysis  of  the  nerve  probability  that  a  slow  structural  change 

supplying  it,  caused  either  by  injuiy  is  going  on  within  the  cranium,  and 

or  oisease."*     Dr.  Mackenzie,  in  his  the  prognosis  is  decidedly  unfavourable 

standard  work  on  the  Diseases  of  the  as  regards  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 

Eye,  remarks,  **  This  method  may  also  disease.    In  such  cases  the  operation 

be  useful  when  this  disease  arises  from  may  add  much  to  the  patient's  comfort 

congenital  deficiency,  or  from  palsy  of  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  if  the 

the  levator."t    And  he  concludes  his  objection  of  the  exposure  of  the  eye  to 

section  on  paralytic  ptosis  by  the  fol-  light,  with   dilatation    of   the    pupil, 

lowing-observation — **  Mr.  Hunt's  ope-  should  prove  groundless.    Amon^  the 

ration  may  be  tried  in  paralytic  C9scs,  other  cases  I  have  not  met  with  a  single 

when  no  signs  of  improvement  appear,  instance,  either  in  private  or  hospital 

The  epicranius}  is  active,  depending  on  practice,  which  has  not  vielded  to  the 

the  nervous  stimulus  of  the  facial  nerve,  medical  treatment  usually  recommend- 

and  the  plan  of  bringing  the  lid  under  ed,  although,  in  manv  cases,  three  or 

its  influence  deserves^  tri]^."§  four  months  elapsed  before  the  entire 

There  is  one  objection  to  such  an  removal  of  the  disease.    I  fully  agree 

operation  in  paralytic  cases,  even  al-  with  Mr.  Curling  in  the  propriety  of 

tnough  the  power  of  raising  the  lid  not  operating  for  strabismus  in  such 

were  restored  by  such  a  proceeding,  cases.     In  the  common  forms  of  this 

In   most    of  these  instances  all  the  affection  the  patient  has  the  fall  power 

branches  of  the  third  pair  of  nerves  are  of  commandm?  the  direction  of  the 

paralyzed,  and  in  consequence  of  the  affected  eye  ^en  the  sound  eye  is 

connection  of  one  of  them  with  the  closed;  but,  in  paraljrsis  of  the  third 

lenticular  ganglion,  from  which  body  pair,  afl^ctin?  only  one  eye,  the  closure 

the  ciliary  nerves  supplying  the  iris  of  the  sound  eye  produces  no  change 

proceed,  the  circular  muscular  fibres  of  in  the  patient's  power  of  direction  of 

the  iris  generally  become  paralyzed,  the  diseased  eye ;  the  cornea  being  still 

and  a  widely  dilated  pupil  is  the  result,  turned  outwards  by  the  abductor. 

It  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration,  I  am,  sir, 

whether  continued  exposure  of  the  re-  Yours  respectfully, 

tina  to  a  ^ater  quantity  of  light  than  R.  T.  Hunt. 

usual,  which  must  be  the  consequence  Mtnchetter,  March  aoch,  isii. 

of  such  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  may  not    ^^ 

materially  interfere  with  the  integrity  qj^t  distortions 

of  the  functions  of  this  delicate  nervous 

structure;  and  thus  lay  the  foundation  °'  *"""■ 

for  amaurosis.  CHEST  AND  SPINE  IN  CHILDREN 

Paralysis  of  the  third  pair  of  nerves  raoM  enlargement  or  the  abdomen. 

may  depend  upon  some  altered  condi-  «.        e          ,,  «r.r,* 

tion  of  the  vasWar  system  of  that  part  ^^  ''^^^  ^""^"^^  M.R.C.S.* 

of  the  brain  connected  with  the  origin  C^'or  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

of  this  nerve,  or  with  its  course  through  ^                      — ;• 

the  cranium,  unaccompanied  by  struc-  It  >s  not  my  intention  to  describe  the 

tural  disease;    or  upon  some  tumor,  various  deformities  to  which  the  chest 

abscess,. or  other  organic  cerebral  affec-  and  spine  of  children  are  liable,  but 

tion.      I   am  induced  to  believe  the  only  to  speak  of  one  or  two  distortions 

former  the  more  frequent.    The  diffi-  which  arise  from  enlargement  of  the 

culty  of  the  diagnosis  in  the  incipient  abdomen — a  cause  of  derormity  which, 

stage  is  noticed  by  Dr.  Mackenzie.     If  hitherto,  has  not,  that  I  can  find,  been 

the  paralysis  is  not  confined  to  the  recognised  by  authors. 

structures  supplied  by  the  third  pair,  1  shall  relate  only  one,  out  of  a  few 

^  -,   , — ,   ^ ,,   .^ — r-;- cases  that  I  have  witnessed,  which  will 

•  MackeniJe,  PrtctioU  Treatise  on  the  Dfteaset  -««,^  o.im«^^«»i«  *«  ;  ik.-*-.*V.  *u      Li  1 

of  the  Rye,  ad  edition,  p.  167.  serve  sufficiently  to  ilhistrate  the  points 

f  Ibici.  p.  1S1.  that  I  wish  to  establish. 

z  Ocdpito-frontalis  muwle.  — .. 

§  MacKenzie,  Practical  TreatiRt  on  tbc  Dtseasca  *  Read  at  the  Westminster  Medical  Sodety  on 

of  tlw  Eye,  3d  edition,  p.  ISt.  March  IS,  1841. 
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Aag.  16, 1839. — ^Hugh  LjQch,  a  twin  The  thomx  yields  a  clear  sound  onper- 
child,  Bffed  two  years  and  five  monthSfhas  eussion,  but  there  is  a  mucous*  rale.  * 
had  a  £)uble  scrotal  hernia  from  birth.  The  child  died  on  Oct.  29th. 
He  has  been  ill  for  the  last  four  months ;  Emmination,  aeven'houra  qfier  death  — 
his  mother  says  much  in  his  present  The  spine  is  now  pretty  straight  Ab* 
condition*  The  abdomen  is  very  large  domen  very  much  less  than  formerly, 
and  tympanitic ;  the  chest  is  broad  but  yet  tumid.  The  chest  yields  a  dull 
behind,  very  narrow  in  front,  and  flat-  sound  on  percussion  throughout  the 
tened  at  tne  sides;  the  sternum  pro-  mater  part  of  its  extent,  althoufi;h  a 
jects  forwards  very  much,  especially  at  few  hours  before  death  it  sounded  clear, 
the  lower  end.  The  cartilages  of  the  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  dia- 
ribs,  instead  of  passing  outwards  from  phragm,  instead  <^  its  usual  arched 
the  sternum  on  each'  side,  leave  that  lorm,  is  found  to  be  stretched  horizon - 
bone  at  an  angle  by  no  means  very  tally  across  the  body,  so  that  it  is  not 
obtuse,  and  pass  backwards  to  meet  the  so  high  as  the  seventh  rib.  The  lungs 
osseous  part  of  the  ribs  at  another  an-  are  healthy  in  structure,  but  the  whole 
gle;  ana  the  cartilages  of  the  false  ribs  of  the  left  lung  and  the  lower  lobe  of 
project  laterally  from  the  bony  portion,  the  right  are  collapsed  and  totally  void 
so  that  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  is  of  air,  and  gorged  with  dark  fluid  blood ; 
much  expanded  where  it  unites  with  the  remainder  of  the  right  lung  is  cre- 
the  enliuved  abdomen.  The  last  of  the  nitant  and  healthy.  The  heart  is 
dorsal  ana  first  of  the  lumbar  vertebne  nealthy,  but  the  pericardium  contains 
project  backwards,  whilst  the  lower  three  or  four  drachms  of  serum.  Each 
lumbar  vertebree  project  forwards  and  rib  is  enlarged  into  a  spon^  head  at 
the  sacrum  backwaids.  The  child  is  the  part  where  it  unites  with  its  car- 
emaciated  and  feverish ;  its  bowels  are  ^^gc* 

disordered,  and  its  appetite  is  craving.  Tne  laigeintestinesare  distended  with 
Its  mother  feeds  it  chiefly  on  potatoes,  flatus,  except  in  portions  where  they 
The  breathing  is  quick,  the  inspiration  are  firmly  and  pretematurally  con- 
bdng  easy,  but  the  expiration  aifficult,  tracted.  The  colon  is  so  much  length- 
and  attended  with  an  effort  approach-  ened  that  it  crosses  the  abdomen  three 
ing  to  a  cough ;  the  upper  part  of  the  or  four  times.  The  coecum  is  in  the 
air-passages  oein^  closed  after  each  usual  position,  and  from  this  the  colon 
inspiration,  and  then  the  air  escaping  extends  to  the  left  side  and  back  again, 
witn  a  slight  sound,  similar  to  that  then  passes  upwards  to  the  stomach, 
which  takes  place  after  the  breath  has  across  the  abaomen,  and  down  the  left 
been  held  for  the  performance  of  any  side  in  the  usual  route  to  the  sigmoid 
muscular  exertion.  During  each  in-  flexure;  which  flexure  extends  into  the 
spiration  the  abdomen  descends  and  right  iliac  fossa,  and  back  to  the  median 
protrudes,  and  the  cartilafi^es  of  the  ribs  line,  where  it  unites  with  the  rectum, 
are  forced  inwards  on  eacn  side  of  the  The  remainder  of  the  abdominal  viscera 
«temum.  During  expiratioui  on  the  were  healthy.  The  head  was  not  ex- 
contrary,  the  abdomen  retreats,  and  the  amined. 

ribs  return  to  their  previous  situation.  In  order  to  shew  satisfactorily  that 

There  is  loud  puerile  respiratory  mur-  this  deformity  of  the  chest  is  caused  by 

mur,  and  the  cnest  yields  a  clear  sound  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen,  I 

on  percussion  at  all  parts.  must  prove  that  the  space  within  the 

To  take  some    Hydrargyrum    cum  thorax  is  increased  by  any  great  disten- 

Creta,  and  be  fed  in  a  more  rational,  sion  of  the  abdomen,  and  notdiminished, 

manner.  as  is  generally  supposed.    As  the  bellv 

Sept.  27^* — ^The  child  is  more  ema-  increases  in  size,  the  false  ribs,  with 

ciated.      His  belly  is  still  large,  but  their  cartilaees,  are  pressed  upwards, 

mnch  less  than  before.    His  chest  is  and  approaclung  to  a  riffht  angle  with 

of  the  same  form,  but  the  cartilages  of  the  spine ;    the  circumferenoe  of  the 

the  true  ribs  do  not  fall  in  so  much  chest  is  thus  increased,  and  the  abdo- 

durinfi^  inspiration ;  those  of  the  false  minal  muscles,  which  by  drawing  down 

ribs,  However,  are  drawn  inwards  by  the  ribs  are  the  chief  agents  of  expira- 

the  diaphragm  at  each  inspiration,  and  tion,  can  but  ill  perform  their  duty ; 

BO  project  towards  the  lower  end   of  they  are  kept  on  the  stretch  by  tne 

the  sternum,  whilst  a  hollow  is  left  bulging  out  of  the  viscera,  or  whatever 

just  beneath  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  they  enclose.  Moreover,  the  diaj^ragm, 

697. — xxviii.  I 
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being  attached  to  the  base  of  the  Chest  closure  of.  the  glottis,  but  in  the  ap- 

aU  around,  has  its  borders  drawn  fur-  proximation  of  the  posterior  palatine 

ther  apart  by  the  increased  circum-  arches,  and  the  pressure  of  the  root  of 

ference  of  the  thorax,  and  thus  its  the  tongue  at  the  same  time  against  the 

natural   arched  form   is  removed ;   it  palate  of  the  mouth :   the  method  by 

approaches  to  a  plane  partition,  and  which,  as  Dsondi  has  discovered,  the 

the  chest,  so  far  from  being  encroached  breath  can  be  held.    It  is  the  office  of 

upon  by  the  abdominal  cavity  in  this  the  serratus  magnus  and  the  pectoral 

direction,  has  its  perpendicular  length  muscles  to  expand  the  sides  of  tne  chest 

increased.  during  inspiration,  but  the  di^hragm 

I  may  here  state  I  have  alwajrs  ob«  enlarging  tne  chest  more  powenull  jr  in 

served  that  the  difficulty  of  breathing  another  direction,  these  muscles  yield 

arising  from  enlarged  abdomen,  whe-  to  the  atmospheric  pressure,  and  even- 

ther  in  human  beings  or  quadrupeds,  tually,  so  far  as  respiration  is  concerned, 

consisted  in  obstructed  expiration,  and  become  paral3r8ed. 

not  obstructed  inspiration,  when  there  1  have  never  seen  enlargement  of  the 

was  no  other  cause  of  dyspnoea.  abdomen  to  great  extent  in  a  child  under 

The  bellies  of  children  are  subject  to  three  years  of  age,  that  was  not  accom- 
a  very  much  greater  proportional  en-  panied  with  this  deformity  of  the  chest, 
largement  thaii  ever  obtains  in  the  The  decree  of  deformity  is  always  in 
adult,  and  the  cartilages  and  ligaments  proportion  to  the  enlargement ;  and  in 
of  the  ribs  being  more  flexible  and  dis-  observing  any  individual  case,  the  de* 
tensible,  the  expansion  of  the  base  of  formity  is  found  to  increase  with  the 
the  chest  becomes  very  er^at ;  and  as  increasing  size  of  the  abdomen.  Even 
the  lungs  are  compelled  oy  the  atmos-  when  the  enlarsement  of  the  belly  is 
pheric  pressure  to  occupy  every  part  of  not  great,  there  u  a  tendency  to  this 
the  chest,  they  must  either  be  preter-  deformity  observable  in  the  slight  la- 
natural  ly  distended,  or  the  chest  must  tend  projection  of  the  cartilages  of  the 
be  depressed  in  some  other  direction,  false  nfais.  After  the  age  of  three  or 
Now  as  the  ril)s  and  their  cartilages  four  years  I  have  not  observed  this 
are  slender  and  flexible  in  children,  the  deformity  to  commence,  probably  be- 
latter  takes  place ;  the  chest  becomes  cause  the  ribs  become  or  a  strength 
depressed  laterally,  and  the  sternum  which  prevents  it;  besides  that  the 
projected  forwards,  whilst  a  channel  is  abdomen  is  not  so  liable  to  become 
left  down  each  side  of  the  chest  where  tumid. 

the  cartilages  unite  to  the  boqy  portion  The  other  deformitv,    that   of  the 

of  the  ribs.    The  action  of  the  dia-  spine,  seems  to  be  only  an  occasional, 

phmgm,  which  presses  down  the  abdo-  and  not  a  constant  attendant  on  enlarged 

men,  and  at  the  same  time  draws  up  abdomen :  I  think  it  is  in  the  worst 

the  cartilages  of  the  lower  ribs,  during  cases  that  it  prevails.     It  consists  in  a 

each  inspiration,  makes  room  for  more  proiecture,  frequently  an  angular  one, 

air  than  the  lungs  arc  inclined  to  re-  of  the  last  dorsal,  or  great  lumbar  ver- 

ceive,  and  the  sides  of  the  chest  are  tebr»,  or  both.    In  the  case  I  have, 

pressed  further  in  during  each  inspira-  just  detailed  it  was  accompanied  by  a 

tion,  and  return  again  during  expira-  secondary  projecture  of  the  sacrum ; 

tion :  thus  the  motion  of  the  ribs  be-  and  in  another  case  it  was  attended 

comes  the  reverse  of  the  natnral  one.  with  a  slight  lateral  deviation.    This 

I  do  not  conceive  tliis  arises  from  the  projecture  of  the  spine   is    probably 

mechanical  rebistance  of  the  lungs,  but  caused  by    the   stretched   abdominal 

fW>m  the  sudden  stoppag:eat  the  tlmat  to  muscles  and  integuments,  drawing,  by 

the  fiuther  access  of  air,  which  1  have  means  of  the  peWis  and  chest,  on  the 

observed  to  be  never  absent  during  this  opposite  ends  of  the  spinal  column, 

deformity  with  inverted  motion  of  the  wtuLst  the  increased  contents  of  the 

ribs.    It  is  made  evident  by  the  slight  abdomen  make    a   resistance  in  the 

explosive  sound  when  the  passage  is  centre.    That  this  angular  projecture 

affain  opened  at  each  expiration.  This  of  the  spine  depends  on  disease  of  the 

check  to  the  further  ingress  of  air  is  bodies  of  the  vertebne  in  the  first  in- 

no  doubt   a  voluntary  or  instinctive  stance,  we  are  forbid  to  tuppose,  by  the 

efibrt  io  avoid  the  uneasy  sensation  fact  that  the  projecture  subsides  as  the 

arising  from  too  great  distension  of  the  abdomen  diminishes, 

lungs.    I  do  not  tliink  it  consists  in  a  In  one  child,  an  angular  projecture 
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for  which  the  formation  of  issues  had  atmosphere,  and  produce  a  deformity 

been  previously  recommended,  perfectly  of  this  kind. 

disappeared  as  the  child  resumed  his  In  the  Mbdical  Gazette  of  January 

beaUn,  under  tonic  and  alterative  me-  12th,  1839,  is  a  letter  by  Mr.  Rees, 

dicines,  with    attention    to    diet,  and  describing  the  deformity  of  the  chest 

bandaging  of  the  abdomen.    It  most  of  which  we  are  treating  as  occurring 

likely  depends  on  partial  absorption  of  in  four  or  five  children  seen  by  him  at 

the  intervertebral  substance,  or  bending  the  Tower  Hamlets  Dispensary.      He 

of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra;  at  the  describes  the  depression  at  the  line  of 

aflfected  part,  and,  if  continued,  might  union  between  the  ribs  and  their  carti- 

no  doubt  lead  to  permanent  disease.  lages,  producing  a  channelled  appear- 

Baron  Dupuytren,  in  a  paper  pub-  ance  external  to  the  sternum  on  each 

lished   in  the    ''Repertoire  G^neral^  side;    and  he  likewise  describes  the 

d'Anatomieetde  Physiologic,'' in  1828,  inverted  action  of  the  ribs  in  respira- 

described  a  deformity  of  the  chest  of  tion.    Mr.  Rees  does  not  mention  the 

children,  which  I  believe,  in  many  of  abdomen,  except  in  the  case  he  relates 

his  cases  at  least,  to  be  the  one  of  for  illustration,  in  which  he  incidentally 

which  I  am  speakine.    It  occurred  in  says  it  was  tumid.     He  attributed  the 

children  badly  clothed  and  fed,  born  of  deformity  to  chronic  pneumonia,  which 

unhealthy  parents,  and  living  in  damp  causing  the  lun^  to  snrink  and  become 

situations,  and  was  accompanied,  in  sohdified ;  the  ribs  are  forced  in  by  the 

most  cases,  by  enlarged    tonsils,  re-  atmospheric   pressure    to   occupy  the 

quiring  sometmies  to  be    extirpated,  space.  We  can  perceive  that  shrinking 

He  said  that  there  was  a  keel-like  pro*  of  the  lungs  might  have  this  effect,  but 

jecture  of  the  sternum  in  front,  and  a  in  the  cases  I  have  witnessed  there  was 

sharp  prominence  of  the  spine ;    that  no  disease  of  consequence  in  the  lungs, 

the  ribs  were  not  only  flattened,  but  except  in  one  child  that  had  hooping- 

that  they  were  sunk  into  the  chest  as  coucii. 

if  they  had  been  compressed  from  one  Mr.  Amesbury  describes  this  de- 
side  towards  the  other.  This  deformity  formity,  and  the  enlargement  of  the 
was  accompanied  with  great  difficulty  abdomen  in  connection  with  it;  but  he 
of  breathing.  He  did  not  mention  the  does  not  speak  of  them  in  the  relation 
abdomen,  except  in  his  preliminary  of  cause  and  effect.  He  attributes  this 
remarks,  to  say  that  there  was  a  pro-  deformity  to  weakness  of  the  muscles. 
jecture  forwards  of  the  sternum  and  He  says,  ''Deformity  of  the  chesf, 
belly ;  and  he  only  alluded  to  it,  I  arising  from  weakness  of  the  muscles, 
think,  in  one  of  his  illustrative  cases,  commonly  takes  place  during  teething, 
in  which,  however,  he  said  the  belly  but  may  be  produced  by  any  complaint 
was  five  times  as  lar^e  as  the  chest.  In  that  tends  to  debilitate  the  system. 
another  case  he  spoke  of  the  width  of  This  distortion  usually  assumes  the 
the  chest  at  the  base.  He  appeared  to  form  called  "  chicken-breast."  In  this 
attribute  the  deformity  to  arrest  of  variety  of  deformity  the  chest  is  usually 
ossification,  and  softness  of  the  bones;  more  or  less  contracted  laterallv,  the 
and  recommended  some  mechanical  sternum  is  thrust  forward,  and  the  ab- 
measures  and  exercises,  in  addition  to  domen  is  preternaturally  enlarged.  The 
medical  treatment,  for  its  cure.  He  intercostal  muscles  act  very  little  in  res- 
spoke  of  some  cases  in  new-born  in-  piration,  the  breathing  being  princi- 
fants,  which,  I  think,  could  not  have  pally  abdominal.''  Together  with  me- 
the  same  origin  as  the  cases  I  have  dical  treatment  for  the  improvement  of 
seen.  The  nature  of  the  connection  the  general  health,  Mr.  Amesbury  re- 
between  these  deformities  and  the  en-  commends  bandaging  the  abdomen  for 
Lsrgement  of  the  tonsils,  he  could  not  the  cure  of  this  deformity 
lelL  Baron  Dupuytren  and  Mr.  Amesbury 

I  have  only  seen  one  case  since  I  do  not  mention  the  reversed  action  of 

read  Baron  Dupuytren's  paper,  and  in  the  ribs  in  breathing.    Mr.  Rees  and 

this  there  was  no  enlargement  of  the  Mr.  Amesbury  do  not  allude  to  any 

tonsils.     I  can,  however,  suppose  that  deformity  of  Uie  spine ;  and  the  pro- 

the  obstruction  to  inspiration  from  en-  jecture    to    which    Baron  Dupuytren 

larged  tonsils,  might  cause  the  ribs  of  alludes  appears  to  be  one  of  the  whole 

a  child  to  be  pressed  ift wards  by  the  spine,  and  not  of  particular  vertebree. 
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Ib  two  or  three  of  the  cases  I  have  spine ;  and  that  althongh  the  deformity 

seen,  the  inferior  extremities  beeame  of  the  chest,  or  one  nearly  resembling 

defonned   under   the    weight  of  the  it,  may  now  and  then  arise  from  other 

enlarged  belly,  but  it  was  the  joints  causes,  yet  that  tibis  enlargement  is  of 

which  jdelded,  and  not  the  shafts  of  itself  sufficient,  and  will  never  fidl  to 

the  bones ;  and  there  was  only  in  one  induce  it,  if  proceeding  to  any  great 

case  the  enlargement  of  the  heads  of  extent  in  young  children. 

the  bones  peculiar  to  rickets :   where    . ^_____ 

rickets  exists  it  may  assist  to  aggravate 

the    deformity,    but  .cannot  of  itself  CURE  OP  STAMMERING. 

cause  it     A  scrofulous  diathesis,  by  

predisposing  to  mesenteric  disease,  may  7\,  t^e  Editor  qf  the  Medico!  Gazette. 
be  considered  favourable  to  the  deve- 
lopment of  these  deformities;   but  in  ®'*» 

the  cases  I  have  seen,  I  do  not  remem-  On  the  evening  of  Monday,'  the  8th 

ber  to  have  observed  enlarged  glands,  instant,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  com- 

or  other  decided  marks  of  scrofiala.  munication  on  the  cure  of  stammering, 

And  in  the  only  two  cases  in  which  hut  it  appears  to  have  been  too  late  for 

I   have  had   the   opportunity   of  an  your  number  of  yesterday,  which,  how-» 

examination  a^r  death,  there  was  no  ever,  contains  two  interesting  letters  on 

disease  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  the  same  subject     These  papers  are 

tlie  enlargement  depended  chiefly  on  valuable  to  me,  as  conveying  statements 

the  elongation  and  distension  of  the  which  can  be  relied  ujjon  regarding  the 

colon«  mode  of  practice  and  views  of  Proressor 

I  have  generally  been  able  to  trace  Diefienbach  and  Mr.  Yearsley,  both  of 

the  increased  size  of  the  belly  to  im-  whom  stand  high  in  professional  esti- 

proper  food,  and  have  found  it  mostly  mation.    They  also  settle  the  question 

amongst  those  infants  who,  from  the  of  priority  in  the  performance  of  the 

pover^orintemperance  of  their  parents,  operation,  which  1  was   anxious    to 

are,  after  weaning,  fed  ahnost  entirely  know.     It  appears  Mr.  Yearsley's  first 

on  potatoes.    I  believe  the  best  treat-  operation  was  in  December  last,  and 

ment  to  consist  in  alteratives  and  tonics,  that  of  Diefienbach  on  the  7th  of  Jan., 

with  occasional  pui^,  and  the  care-  1841,  while  my  first  operation  for  stut- 

ful  avoidance  of  crude  and  indigestible  tering  was  performed  in  S«>tember  last, 

food.    At  the  same  time  the  abdomen  being  about  three    months   prior   to 

should  be  firmly  bandaged,  as  recom-  theirs.    As  noted  in  my  letter  of  the 

mended  bv  Mr.  Amesbury,  which  mea-  8th  instant,  it  is  a  curious  circumstance 

sure,  whilst  it  assists  to  reduce  the  that  we  should  have  been  prosecuting 

belly  to  its  natural  size,  will  relieve  the  same  subject  about  the  same  time, 

the  breathing  by  aiding  the  efibrts  of  and    with    somewhat   similar   views, 

expiration ;    and  by  pressing  the  dia-  without  the  knowledge  of  what  each 

phragm    upwards,     will     reduce    the  other  was  doing, 

capacity  of  the  base  of  the  chest,  and  Mr.  Yearsley's  notion  as  to  the  caose 

thus  lessen  the  cause  of  the  contraction  of  stammerinfi^,  and  the  mode  of  core,  are 

higher  up.     If  this  deformity  be  left  very  nearly  the  same  as  my  own ;  bnt 

to  itself,  and  should  not  prove  fetal,  not  entirely  so ;  and  after  an  attentive 

the  serratus  magnus,  and  otner  muscles,  perusal  of  nis  paper,  I  see  nothing  in 

may  not  recover  their  power  of  ex-  it  which  can  lead  me  to  idter  my  opi* 

panding  the  ribs,  or  the  nbs  may  have  nion,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  8th, 

become  firm  in  their  abnormal  shape,  namely,  that  stuttering  is  caused  by 

and  the  deformity  may  continue,  after  the  glottis  being  prevented  from  rising 

theenlargementof  the  abdomen,  which  sufficiently  to  aomit  the  quantity  of 

gave  rise  to  it,  has  subsided.     I  have  air    required,   and  acting   with    that 

seen  two  or  three  cases  of  this  deformity  promptitude  necessary  to  secure  free 

in  srown-up  persons,   which,  so  far  and  correct  enunciation.  Mr.  Yearsle^, 

as  I  could  ^tner  the  history,  appear  on  the  contrary,  conceives  that  no  air 

to  have  originated  in  this  manner.  is  allowed  to  escape  from  the  chest ; 

Thus,  then,  I  have  endeavoured  to  and  that  there  is  besides  an  impossibi- 

establish    that    enlargement    of    the  lity  of  any  passing  forward  into  the 

abdomen  in  children  l^ds  to  deformity  mouth,  from  tKe  absolute  closure  of  tiie 

of  the  chest,  and  occasionally  of  the  anterior  fauces  by  approximation  of  the 


MR.  BRAID  ON  THE  CURE  OF  STAMMERING.  117 

donum  of  the  toiu^  and  palate.  I  department  of  our  profession.  It  was 
think  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  invented  about  fwo  jrears  ago,  I  think, 
always  a  certain  quantity  of  air  ad-  by  a  London  practitioner,  u>r  excising 
mitted  into  the  mouth  of  die  greatest  the  tonsils,  and  consists  of  an  oval 
stammerer,  although  not  enough  to  ring,  with  an  oval  concealed  blade,  at- 
enable  hixn  to  speak  correctly  and  tacned  to  a  handle,  with  finger-bowls 
freely ;  and  that  the  pressure  of  the  to  hold  it  with  the  more  steadiness, 
lips  causes  this  air  to  react  on  the  epi-  The  flat  ed^  is  pressed  along  the 
glottis  and  root  of  the  tongue,  so  as  to  tongue,  and  is  then  turned  and  pressed 
cause  a  still  fiftrther  closure  of  the  la-  laterally,  so  as  to  cause  the  enlarged 
ry  nx  and  difficulty  of  egress  o  f  air.  I  n  tonsil  to  protrude  through  the  ring,  when 
proof,  of  this  I  may  observe  that  stam-  it  is  to  be  secured  in  that  situation  by 
mering  is  most  apt  to  happen  when  the  pressing  onward  a  sliding  skewer  at- 
labial  or  palatine  consonants  occur ;  tached  to  the  handle  of  the  instrument, 
the  former  from  the  action  of  the  air  when  the  handle  of  the  cutting  blade 
just  stated,  the  latter  by  the  pressure  is  pulled  forward,  and  of  course  cuts  off 
of  the  tongue  a^nst  the  palate,  tend-  that  portion  of  the  tonsil  which  has 
ing  to  produce  the  same  effect  The  fact  protruded  beyond  it.  The  pillars  of 
of  stutterers  being  able  to  sing  what  they  the  palate  are  effectually  protected  from 
cannot  speak,  seems  to  favour  the  same  injury  by  the  sheath  in  wnich  the  blade 
view ;  and  both  Dieffenbach's,  Mr.  is  placed,  and  there  is  no  risk  of  in- 
Yearsley's,  and  my  own  mode  of  ope-  junng  the  internal  carotid  by  any 
rating,  tend  to  secure  the  same  freedom  struggling  of  the  patient,  which  mi^ht 
ofopening  of  the  glottis;  the  former  by  occur  in  the  other  mode  of  operating 
drawing  the  root  of  the  tongue,  and  of  with  the  tenaculum  and  scalpelar  bis- 
course  the  epiglottis,  upward  and  for-  toury,  especially  in  young  patients.  If 
ward ;  the  latter  by  removing  the  ob-  the  tonsils  are  very  little  enlarged,  but 
stacle  to  its  free  opening,  in  allowing  still  so  much  so  as  to  requite  excision, 
it  to  rise  by  removal  of  the  enlarged  from  their  relaxed  state,  and  might  not 
tonsils,  and  its  advancing  forwards  by  protrude  through  the  ring  so  as  to  be 
removing  the  bridling  of  the  tongue  by  readily  secured  by  the  skewer  referred 
division  of  the  frsenum,  or  preventing  to,  it  might  be  assisted  by  a  tenaculum, 
the  titillation  of  the  enlarged  uvula,  to  extend  it  whilst  cut  by  the  blade,  as 
stimulating  that  ever  watchml  sentinel,  in  other  cases..  The  instrument  I  pre- 
the  epiglottis,  to  too  vigorous  exercise  fer  for  amputating  the  uvula  is  a  pair 
of  its  ranctions  of  guardine  the  en-  of  scissors  rounded  at  the  point,  so  that 
trance  of  the  glottis  from  all  imperti-  they  cannot  possibly  injure  the  pos- 
nent  intruders.  terior  fences,  and  a  pair  of  forceps, 
As  to  the  mode  of  operation,  that  of  such  as  those  used  for  the  extraction 
Dieffenbach  is  evidently  and  avowedly  of  polypus,  which  at  once  serve  the 
a  formidable  one.  Mr.  Yearsley's  and  douole  purpose  of  commanding  the 
my  own  are  comparatively  simple,  tongue  and  uvula  during  the  division 
For  the  division  of  the  fraenum  lin^uee  of  the  latter  by  the  scissors. 
I  use  a  pair  of  sharp-pointed  knife-  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  correct- 
edged  -scissors ;  and  althou&;h  I  have  ness  of  Mr.  Yearsley's  statement  of  the 
had  occasion  to  cut  so  freely  as  com-  improvement  of  the  voice  which  occurs 
pletely  to  expose  the  blood-vessels  in  immediately  after  the  excision  of  the 
that  situation,  I  have  never  had  more  enlarged  tonsils  of  those  who  are  not 
than  a  tea-spoonful  or  two  of  blood  stammerers,  but  articulate  badly  from 
from  any  single  operation.  For  the  enlargement  of  these  organs.  Where 
excision  of  the  tonsils  1  observe  Mr.  it  has  been  husky  and  guttural  in  a 
Yearsley  uses  a  tenaculum  and  scalpel;  high  degree,  the  change  is  so  great  and 
but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  immediate,  that  it  could  scarcely  be 
the  instrument  I  use  for  the  purpose  is  credited  by  those  who  had  not  heard 
one  which  will  effect  the  operation  with  it;  but  I  have  so  often  performed  those 
much  greater  exactness,  celerity,  and  operations,  that  I  consider  it  may  be 
safety.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  name,  at  regarded  as  a  certainty,  if  properly  per- 
this  moment,  the  inventor  of  this  in-  formed,  and  the  cases  have  been  judi- 
genious  instrument;  as  I  would  wish  to  ciously  selected.  In  my  former  letter, 
award  the  full  mead  of  praise  to  every  when  stating  the  remedies  I  had  found 
man  who  makes  an  improvement  in  any  useful,  where  stammering,  hawking,  and 
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coughing,  were  occasioned  by  a  relaxed  short  intervals,  in  a  partially  eoagulat- 

state  of  tne  fauces,  and  which,  of  course,  ed  state.    The  poison  having  at  length 

are  always  associated  with  an  irritable  ceased  to  act  upon  the  stomach,  or  the 

condition  of  the  mucous  membrane,  I  organ  having  become  insensible  to  its 

omitted  to  name  the  nitrate  of  silver,  action,  a  shght  ipecacuan  emetic  was 

either  in  substance  or  solution,  as  one  given,  followed  by  draughts  of  milk : 

of  the  most  important  remedies.  vomiting  was  renewed,  the  pulse  be- 

I  am,  sir,  came  more  natural,  a  gentle  jwrspira- 

Your  obedient  servant,  tion  broke  out,  and  the  child  was  taken 

James  Braid,  to  bed,  where  he  soon  fell  asleep,  and 

10,  Kocadniy,  Huicbestcr,  awoke  convalescent. 

M«rch  lath.  1841.  Remarks.— The  quantity  of  corro- 

sive  sublimate   swallowed  could   not 


CASE  OF  have  been  very  considerable,  as  a  pint 

POISONING  WITH  GUN-BARREL  ^f  the  mixture  contamed  only  about  a 

41  nooTirMTT^r'  »»  scruple   of  the  salt,   with  the  same 

I5ROWJN1NU.  weight  of  the  sulphate  of  copper.    AU 

authors,  however,  agree  in  assigning 

7b  Me  Editor  ^f  the  Medical  Gazette.  dangerous  properties  even  to  a  minute 
^  dose.  Ornla,  Campbell,  and  Smith, 
Sir,  state  that  three,  four,  or  five  grains^ 
A  PEW  months  since,  as  I  was  walking  will  cause  death  in  the  coiuree  of  the 
through  the  streets  of  this  town,  in  second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  day.  Ir- 
company  with  Mr.  Atkinson,  surgeon  station  of  the  alimentary  canal,  the 
to  the  Union,  a  respectable  tradesman  ^J^^  symptoms  of  poisoning,  had  been 
of  the  name  of  Beckley  rushed  up  to  us  c'^arly  induced,  and  was  as  manifestly 
with  a  death-like  countenance,  in  a  allayed,  almost  instantly,  by  the  anti- 
state  of  the  utmost  trepidation,  ex-  dote.  Professor  Orfila  has  related 
claiming  that  his  "  son  was  poisoned."  ^^^7  satisfactory  expenmento  m  proof 
We  immediately  proceeded  to  his  resi-  <>/  the  virtues  of  albumen  in  destroying 
dence,  and  found  a  child,  about  five  the  corrosive  properties  of  bichlonde  of 
years  old,  sitting  upon  its*  mother's  mercury,  and  converting  it  into  the 
knee,  making  ineffectual  attempts  to  comparatively  harmless  albuminous 
vomit  He  complained -of  a  constant  protochloride.  Peschier  considers  that 
burning  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  a  pe-  the  white  of  one  egg  is  sufficient  to 
culiar  sensation  in  the  throat,  and  the  wnder  four  grains  of  the  poison  inno- 
pulsc  was  feeble  and  quick.  He  looked  cuous.  Dr.  Chnstison  also  remarks, 
listless  and  heavy,  but  was  perfectly  that  the  prompt  exhibition  of  albumen, 
rational,  replied  promptly  to  questions,  J^t  as  the  symptoms  of  uneasiness  ap- 
and  was  extremely  obedient  in  adopt-  P^^r,  prevents  further  ill  consequences, 
ing  the  measures  of  relief  which  we  W»*  regard  to  the  salte  of  copper, 
recommended.  Orfila  found  that  albumen  is  also  the 

It  appeared  that  his  father,  who  is  a  surest  antidote  to  their  poisonous  qna- 

gunsmith,  had  left  a  bottle  containing  Cities,  and  his  experiments  have  induced 

"  browning"  within  reach,  and,  during  ^^™  to  recommend  that  substance  in 

his  temporary  absence,  the  child  haa  preference  to  any  other.     He  found 

swallowed  a  considerable  quantity  of  that  when  25  or  36  grains  of  verdigris 

its  contents.     Gun-barrel  browning  is  ^^re  mixed  with  the  whites  of  six  eggs, 

composed  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  sul-  the  poison  which,  if  pure,  and  admims- 

phate  of  copper,  and  the  tincture  of  the  *^red  alone,  would  have  caused  death 

sesquichlonde  of  iron ;  a  precipitate  is  ™  three  hours,  did  not  produce  it  for 

the  result  of  the  union  of  these  hetero-  seven  days;  and  had  no  cflcct  what- 

geneous  ingredienU.  ^^^  ^P^  ^^c  days,  although  in  some 

The  first  object  was  to  neutralize  the  expenmente  the  cesophagus  was  tied, 

bichloride  of  mercury,  if  any  existed  in  <«  prevent  its  expulsion, 

a  fiw  and  uncombined  sUte ;  to  effect  ^  ^^^ve  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

which,  copious  draughts  of  imlk,  com-  Your  ^edient  servant, 

bined  with  whites  of  eggs,  were  admi-  «-•  H.  Allnatt,  M.D. 

nifitered.    The  successive  doses,  owing  Wtninftord,  Mvch  so,  i84i. 

probably  to  the  emetic  action  of  the  

sulphate  of  copper,  were  ejected  after 
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PERFORATION  OF  STOMACH.  about  twenty-four  hours.      On   exa- 
mination  it  was  found  that  a  small 

»«_  ^*    w j.^     jfMX    *M  ji    f  ^     sj  ulcer,  evidently  of  some  standins:,  had 

n  the  EdUor  ,iflhe  Medical  OaxeHe.  been  developea  from  within,  ani  pn,- 

Sib,  ceeding  from  the  mucous  coat  to  the 

I  SHOULD  have  been  glad  that  a  com-  peritoneal,  had  at  length  given  way. 

munication  from  my  pen,  likely  to  be  It  was  this  distressing  case  that  led 

the  last,  had  been  of  some  utility  in  re-  me  immediately  to  consult  authorities 

lation  to  the  cure  of  disease,  rather  than  which  were  then  at  my  hand,  while  the 

the  record  of  an  unusual  and  distressing  case  itself  made  an  indelible  impres- 

case.    It  may,  however,  be  of  some  sion. 

service  to  have  put  down  accurately  the  Dr.  Cox,  a  gentleman  who  is  settled 

symptoms  which  attended  such  a  case,  at  Naples,  requested  me,  a  few  days 

and  will  probably  designate  all  similar  since,  to  see  with  him  a  case  of  alarming 

ones,   in  order   that  none  concerned  character.     He  had  been  summoned  at 

may  be  taken  by  surprise,  encouraged  ten  the  night  before  to  a  young  womail 

by  false  hopes,  or  led  to  adopt  what  is  in  dreadful  suffering  from  abdominal 

called  active  treatment,  whica  can  but  pain,  with  which  she  had  been  seized 

accelerate  the  fatal  event.  at  four  in  the  afternoon  (at  tluree  she 

Cases  of  perforation  of  the  stomach  was  still  in  perfect  health).  After  careful 
or  intestine  are  already  on  record.  I  examination  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
have  quoted,  as  I  recollect,  in  my  lee-  considering  the  case  as  enteritis.  Ac- 
tores,  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve ;  but  it  cordingly  she  was  largely  bled,  but 
has  not  fallen  to  every  one's  lot  to  have  with  very  small  relief;  and  as  things 
seen,  as  I  have,  or  been  intimately  ac-  continued  in  the  same  state,  a  few 
quainted  with  two.  I  have  no  means  hours  later  this  practice  was  repeated, 
here  of  consulting  a  single  bo(^  on  and  thirty-six  leeches,  with  fomenta- 
the  subject,  nor  indeed  would  it  be  to  tions,  &c.  &c.  were  also  applied, 
much  purpose.  The  general  fact  is,  I  went  with  Dr.  Cox  about  eighteen 
I  think,  that  the  accident  takes  place  hours  after  the  attack;  and  the  following 
always  without  warning ;  never  by  were  my  notes : — 
laceration,  but  by  the  giving  way  of  a  The  pain  had  begun  under  the  false 
small  insulated  ulcer,  which  is  found  ribs  of  the  left  side,  quite  suddenly,  but 
probably  with  callous  edges,  and  of  so  soon  became  abdominal.  She  lies  with 
small  a  size  that  a  common  drawing  her  knees  up,  and  cannot  turn  ever  so 
pencil  would  just,  as  in  the  present  slightly  without  great  aggravation  of 
case,  pass  through  it.  Of  course  I  have  pain.  Pressure  cannot  be  endured  for 
not  to  learn  inat  perforations  of  tlie  a  moment,  but  stll  tliere  is  no  great 
intestine  occasionally  happen  in  fever  tension  or  tympanitic  resistance— no 
and  other  acute  diseases;  but  these  probabili^  of  tne  existence  either  of 
cases  of  perforation  of  the  stomach  are  air,  or  fluid  efiusion. 
of  a  totally  different  character,  and  She  has  great  and  incessant  thirst; 
their  awful  peculiarity  is,  that  they  but,  noti«4thstanding  all  she  drinks,  no 
happen  in  the  midst  of  health.  action  of  the  kidneys :  she  has  passed 

I    cannot    say    how    many  years  urine  but  once,  and  in  small  quantity, 

ago  it  is,  but  it  chanced  that  at  the  since  the  seizure, 

very  time  when  I  was  lecturing  on  the  The  bowels  had  acted  but  the  day 

various  maladies  of  the  stomach — ^for  before,  and  therefore  could  not  be  con- 

which  a  text  is  supplied  by  those  two  sidered  as  obstructed, 

unfortunate   titles,  gastritis  and  dys-  The  tongue  has  no  remarkable  cha- 

pepia — a  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  racter,  neitner  of  redness  nor  coating  of 

from  my  son,  the  late  lamented  Dr.  any  kind;  there  is  a  light  brown  speck 

John  Badham,  relating  the  fate  of  a  down  the  middle,  and  to  the  finger  it  is 

young  lady  with  whom  ne  w^as  intimate,  dry,  but  not  remarkably  so. 

who  had  parted  with  him  and  others  The  pulse  is  exceedingly  smaU,  rapid, 

one  eveninc^  after  a  ball  in  florid  health,  and  dimcult  to  be  felt, 

and  was  almost  immediately  attacked  There  neither  is,  nor  has  been,  any 

with  atrocious  pain  in  the  belly  (which  sickness  or  vomiting;  and  even  nauseous 

was,  of  course,' mistaken  as  to  its  nature),  medicines  have  been  retained, 

and  went  on  without  a  moment's  pallia-  The  blood  has  no  appearance  of  a 

tion  till  she  died,  which  happened  in  bufly  coat. 
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Her  intelligence  was  perfect;  she  take  his  side, and  not afleet a nentreKty 

^  SSdfhkd  br£djr.Sd  2  *«««-.  to  the  .^;  «Kl  now  a«t 

Naples,  had  taken  no  cold,  but  for  a  ^^  medical  lepobbe  »  so  sorely  dis- 

short  time  had  cared  rather  less  for  tracted  by  fears  and  jealousies,  we  hail 

food.  with  pleasure  each  document  which 

I  saw  her  again  a  few  hoars  later,  ^^^  ^^  deliberate  opinion  of  some 

when  her  sufferings  were  mtolerabie,  **         ^      .                     ^ 

and  before  next  morning,  thirty^ight  ™*"  of  note, 

hours  fiom  the  attack,  she  expued.  Sir  C.  Bell,  whose  pamphlet  u  now 

The  remaining  report  is  from  Dr.  lying  before  us*,  oonunents  on  the  two- 
Cox.  "Intestines  acutely  inflamed,  bills  which  have  attenmted  to  apply  a 
ulceration  opemng  near  the  cardiac  «^.  ^  .  ^  -  ,  . 
extremity  of^e  Somach,  and  on  its  *^r,  *^  ^"^  professional  grievances; 
greater  curvature;  ite  edges  smooth  and  »nd,hke  all  other  persons,  he  condemns 
mdurated,  and  evidently  but  of  recent  them.  When  we  do  agree,  as  Sheridan 
fbrmatioti.  (Had  often  made  mention  says  of  stage  concoid,  our  unanimity  is 
of  pain  or  uneasiness  on  her  left  side.)"    wrmii-wv^i .  <m<i  *i.«  k;ii.  r^,  ; _■„.. 

the  rest  is  of  small  importance.   In  ^^'^deiM ;  and  the  bills  for  improvmg 

conversation  with  Dr.  Cox  I  had  ven-  ™*  medical  profession  have  reconciled 

tured  on  the  whole  so  far  to  differ  from  the  most  violent  antagonists,  and,  like 

him,  as  to  be  inclined  to  consider  the  some  great  public  calamity,  have  made 

^''^r'^^/^^^^^^^^^^A'V^'  all  other  misfortunes  appear  trilling  by 

brane  than  of  the  boweL    I  had  often  *^*                *    ^ 

seen    peritonitis   assame  a  very  am-  ^^ompanson. 

biguous  character,  but  it  was  not  till  Sir  C.  Bell,  however,  though  utterly 

af^  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  pa-  rejecting  the  little  medical  parliaments, 

Uent  that  the  caae  mentioned  above  and  all  the  other  queer  devices  p»- 

:S^gT^fe,!^^"X'^t;  B^.  ^  l-^e  PS  happy    i,   by  no 

Cox,  staUng  this  case,  and  adding,  that  meana  perfectly  satisfied  with  things  as 

as,  either  on  his  supposition  or  mine,  they  are.    He  is  a  reformer,  but  then 

death  could  not  well  have  occurred  so  h  is  after  his  ownfeshion :  he  does  not 

soon,  it  was  really  important  to  ascer-  ^^^    ..      .^^  a^ia      -.i.                » 

tain  the  state  of  the^lrts.  ^"«   ^°*°   ^^«  ^^  "^  "^7  ^W- 

The  weatheratNaples  has  been,  and  known    uniform    on   his  back,    but 

that  for  the  whole  winter,  so  bad,  that  a  fights  like  a  partisan,  in  plain  clothes, 

patient  could  scarcely  be  wone  circum-  and  does  not  dittw  up  with  the  regular 

stanoed:  a  fine  day  has  only  been  oc-  ^^01)8 

Those  who  have  been  sent  «, 


to  Nice  must  not  expect  any  thing  '^^  consequence  of  this  is,  that  he 

better  in  the  climates  of  any  parts  of  cuts   right    and   left   without   much 

Italy.— I  rcmwn,  sir,  mercy  ;    old    corporations   and  new 

"""^  cS.^.'bISS^.  ^'''^^  '^^  «n««,  «Hi  to 

Naples,  Mirch  7th,  1841.  motto  seems  to  be 

===g=3  Tro«  Tyriosve  Aiat,  nidlo 


MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  ^^^  Charles  warns  the  members  to 

FHday .  April  9,  1 841 .  ^^^™  ^^*  pamphlet  is  addressed  against 

-r~  '  *^®  ^'M  arising  from  local  prejudices ; 

^  Uert  omRlbn,  liret  rtiam  mihi,  diirniut«ii  uid  80  far  he  does  Well ;  but  when  he 

ff^Mieum  lit.  dieemdi  pericoim,.  uou  wcuao."  ^^  ^"^"*  ^°   ^**^'  ^°*^  "*   LiOndon 

cicBKo.  they  are  "  exposed  to  the  influence  of 

men  who  form  their  judgment  on  very 

UiU  CHARU»  BELL  ON  MEDICAL  limited  experience,"  and  "  who  have 

REFORM.  ' 

.  ^1  .      .;  »        -J    .1  .^*"  A  I^t^'^olhe  Members  of  Pteliament  fiar 

U  Unies  fA  cinl  conl^ntion,  said  the  theCityofKainbmb,onthetwobflUn^rSefo^ 

aBCMoU,   n    wuoves  every  cuiEcn   lo  ProffMion.    By  8ir  Charles  BelL  l»n.»» 
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not  hitherto  taken  ai\  enlarged  view  of  Scott  finding  Mungo  Park  throwing 

this  matter,"  we  tliinkthat,  inphreno-  stoniea  into  the  pools  of  the  Yarrow, 

logical  language,  his  organ  of  eaotion  that  he  might  learn  to  judge  of  the  depth 

is  too  strongly  developed.    The  mem-  of  the  rivers  in  Africa  hy  the  time  the 

bers    for   Edinburgh,   like  all   other  bubbles  took  to  rise  from  the  bottom. 

M.P.8,  have  in  London  the  opportunity  Park  was  at  this  time  a  country  sur- 

of  learning  the  wishes  of  medical  men  of  geon,  with  a  practice  of  £150  a  year, 

every  calibre ;  from  the  dashing  prac-  and  "  rather  than  sufibr  the  privations 

titioner  who  clears  his  3  or  £4,000  a  of  his  condition,  he  was  contemplating 

year,  down  to  him  whose  scimty  re-  a  perilous  adventure/'     Mungo  Park's 

venues  are  not  to  be  mentioned  to  ears  talents  clearly  did  not  lie  in  the  country 

polite — every  shade  of  opinion  is  daily  practice  line ;  ''  to  sit  by  the  side  of  a 

unfolded  to  our    legislators.      These  groaning  woman   till  dawn,"  as  Sir 

varied  sentiments  cannot  be  attributed  Charles  phrases  it,  was  not  his  fwte^ 

to  local  prejudice ;   they  are  not  the  and  he  did  well  to  give  up  the  Yarrow 

unmixed  growth  of  the  London  district,  for  the  Niger.-    This  anecdote  scarcely 

nor  alien  to  the  feelings  of  men  bom  in  ]^ves,  as  it  is  intended  to  do,  that  the 

Hants  or  Salop,  but  the  calm  represen-  income  of  country  surgeons  is  so  small 

tation  of  English  opinion  elaborated  that  the  legislature  must,  at  all  events, 

by  long  discussion  and  experience,  and  refrain  from  increasing  the  expense  of 

expressed  in  a  kind  of  national  con-  their  education.   The  case  is  clearly  an 

gress.    Far  from  London  being  under  exception ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 

the   influence   of  local  prejudices,  it  Mungo  Park's  successors  have  made 

peems  rather  to  approach  the  undefined  larger  incomes  on  the  same  ground : 

line  where  impartiality  borders  on  in-  but  noti  omnta  po$sumu9  omnes ;  and  the 

dif^nce ;  so  that  metropolitan  slug-  man  who  was  destined  to  immortality 

gishness  occasionally  forms  a  curious  as  a  traveller,  was  unable    to   grow 

contrast  with  provincial  vivacity.    In  popular  amongst  the  farmers'  wives  on 

fact,  London,  instead  of  being  the  heart  the  Yarrow. 

of  the  empire,  as  it  is  often  called,  has        Nevertheless,    we    agree    with    Sir 

sometimes  seemed  to  us  more  analogous  Charles  Bell,  that  some  of  the  studies 

to  the  brain — the  source  of  sensation  wliich  adorn  the  Corinthian  capitals  of 

to  every  other  part,  but  itself  almost  the  profession  may  safely  be  dispensed 

destitute  of  feeling.  with  in  the  case  of  ordinary  practition- 

Did  we  find,  for  instance,  that  Mr.  ers,  in  spite  of  the  crotchets  of  the  one- 

Warburton's  Bill,  that  bundle  of  whims  faculty  men. 

and  oddities,  was  discussed  in  the  How  are  these  things  managed  in 
capital  with  heat  and  agitation,  as  a  other  countries  P  Why,  they  found  pro- 
thing  hkely  to  annoy  the  profession  fessorships,  and  teach  medicine  gratui- 
extremely  ?  or,  was  it  talked  of,  like  tously,  or  very  cheaply,  lest  the  poorer 
the  fortifications  of  Paris,  as  a  strange  parts  of  the  kingdom  should  lack  advice, 
freak  that  nobody  need  mind  ?  Does  But  would  any  one  malie  our  students 
Mr.  Hawes's  bill,  again,  fill  us  all  with  "  paupers  depending  upon  the.  state?" 
perplexity  and  terror  ?  We  can  assure  No  one,  we  should  hope ;  neither  the 
Sir  Charles  that  every  one  waits  for  its  author  of  the  letter,  nor  we,'at  any  rate, 
extinction  with  the  most  philosophic  But  our  agrreement  with  him  in  this 
oompo8ure,andthatscarcely  an  epigram  point  makes  us  differ  from  him  when 
will  be  written  on  the  occasion.  he  laments  the  sums  levied   on    the 

Sir  Charles  tells  the  story  of  W^alter  "poor  studenU"  in  the  University  of 


122  SIR  CHARLES  BELL  ON  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

Edinburgh;  for  the  prodigious  super-  But  surely  the  Professor  would  not  have 
fluity  of  M.D.s  yearly  sent  forth  by  rejected  all  evidence  save  that  of  the 
this  body  is  almost  a  demonstration  that  malcontents ;  and  after  the  Committee 
the  fees  by  no  means  amount  to  what  had  heard  the  statements  of  frail  eon- 
merchants  call  a  prohibitory  duty.  Sir  tented  creatures,they  must  have  hastened 
Charles  says,  that  in  his  office  of  Dean,  with  a  higher  zest  to  evidence  untainted 
he  has  of  late  years  "  exacted  from  their  by  imperfection ;  for  none  was  excluded 
pockets  eleven  hundred  guineas  an-  ^good  was  allowed  admission  as  weU  as 
nually,"  which  go  to  government.  The  bad.  Perhaps  the  following  sentence 
newspapers  often  tell  us  the  number  of  contains  a  nearer  approach  to  the  mar- 
oxen  and  sheep  consiuned  every  year  row  of  the  question : — "  The  radical  de* 
in  London ;  and  the  tale  appears  im-  feet  hehug  the  attempt  to  legislate  for  a 
mense  till  we  recollect  that  when  di-  profession,  to  reconcile  the  interests  of 
vided  among  a  million  eaters,  the  medical  men,  instead  of  looking  stea- 
quotient,  or  ration  of  beef  and  mutton  dily  to  the  interests  of  society." 
for  each  mouth,  is  not  very  large  :  just  In  rude  ages,  'or  even  now  in  some 
so,  if  the  eleven  hundred  guineas  are  continental  countries,  it  may  be  advi- 
extracted  from  five  or  six  hundred  sable  for  the  supreme  power  in  the  state 
purses,  the  tax  on  each  will  not  be  to  meddle  with  the  details  of  ordinary 
heavy.  At  the  same  time  he  is  per-  life.  Catharine  of  Russia  issued  regula- 
fectly  right  in  disapproving  of  the  tions  for  the  conduct  of  evening  parties; 
number  of  different  lecturers  whom  the  but  though  it  might  be  easy  to  prove 
student  is  obliged  to  hear,  and  of  the  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  Committee  that 
protraction  of  minor  subjects  through  for  want  of  a  ukase,  ices  melt,  and 
six  long  months.  Far  better  would  lemonade  grows  lukewarm,  no  one  has 
it  be  to  go  over  the  more  important  yet  advised  us  to  copy  the  Muscovite 
topics  a  second  time,  and  spend  more  model. 

hours  in  clinical  instruction,  and  in  In  Malta,  again,  our  government  has 

attending  cases  under  skilful  superin-  fixed  a  tarif  for  medical  and  surgical 

tendance.    This  would  be  a  great  im-  advice,  and  while  venesection  is  recom- 

provement,  but  would  be  far  from  satis-  pensed  by  six  taris,  or  lOjd.,  the  reduc- 

fying  every  one ;  for  a  social  problem  tion  of  hernia  claims    six    times   as 

remains  to  be  solved,  compared  to  which  much*. 

the  riddle  of  the  Sphinx  was  a  joke.  In  this  country,  however,  we  leave 

It  is  this :   to  devise  a  distinction  so  the  settling  of  the  tarif  to  doctor  and 

easy,  that  every  capacity  may  earn  it;  patient,  with  probably  less  dissatisfac* 

60  cheap,  that  every  fortune  may  buy  tion  in  the  main,  than  on  the  straight- 

it ;  so  quickly  won,  that  the  slenderest  laced  system  intended  to  prevent  all 

patience  may  wait  for  it;  yet  so  bril-  disputes. 

liant,  that,  like  the  coat  of  a  clergyman  Some  few  and  obvious  improvements 

or  an  officer,  it  may  be  a  universal  might    be    safely    attempted.      First, 

passport  in  society.  sweep     away    the    minor    examining 

The     legislature,     complains      Sir  bodies.     Secondly,  let  each  remaining 

Charles,  when  they  wanted  to  pass  a  board  qualify  the  successful  candidate 

Medical  Act,  sent  the  inquiry  to  a  for   practice    throughout    the  British 

Committee,  "and  then  thereis  a  farce  of  empire.      Thirdly,    on    all    occasions 

taking  evidence  and  receiving  the  state-  where  the  state  comes  in  contact  with 

mcnts  of  corporate  bodies,  all  tainted 

•^1.  ^i_     •           e      '           i»           J            ..  *  Hcnnen's  Medical  Toporrapby  of  the  Medi« 

With  the  imperfections  of  a  rude  age."  tcrraneaii,  p.  544. 
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our  profenion»  let  a  more  fiberal  scale  One  more  point,  and  we  unit  bste 
of  remuneration  be  adopted :  it  is  de-  done — at  least  fo  the  piese&L  Sir 
grading  to  the  profession,  and  there-  Charles  Bell  complains  of  the  small 
fore  injurious  to  the  public,  that  the  rewards  bestowed  on  the  exertions  of 
services  of  an  assistant-saigeon  in  the  pmctitioners  of  physic,  compared  with 
anny,  or  of  the  medical  officer  of  a  those  lavished  on  other  learned  pro- 
Union,  should  be  rated  at  less  than  fessions.  So  far  he  is  right :  no  medi- 
those  of  a  tolerable  clerk  in  a  house  of  cal  practitioner  occupies  in  English 
business.  These  are  points  with  which  society  the  station  of  a  bishop  or  a 
the  State  may  advantageously  inter-  judge.  But  when  he  goes  on  to  say 
fere.  But  we  would  warn  legislators  that  there  is  no  worthy  tribunal  to 
and  reformers  that  the  customs  of  a  judge  the  merits  of  our  profession,  and 
nation  cannot  be  suddenly  changed  by  that  all  success  depends  on  ignorant 
Act  of  Parliament  The  very  attempt  rumour,  or  the  prejudice  of  fashion,  we 
is  painful.  The  fable  of  the  shrubs  are  compelled  to  differ  from  him.  In- 
which,  when  pulled  up,  dropped  blood,  deed,  we  may  quote  his  own  example 
and  uttered  lamentable  cries*,  is  but  a  against  his  own  theory.  In  any  scien- 
type  of  the  uneasiness  which  such  tific  association,  from  the  Neva  to  the 
attacks  occasion.  Old  habits  are  found  Tagus,  when  the  nerves  become  the 
to  possess  life  as  unexpectedly  as  the  subject  of  disciission,  the  name  of  Bell 
myrtle-trees  in  Virgil,  and  to  part  from  is  quoted  as  an  authority.  Is  not  this 
it  almost  as  reluctantly.  fame  ?  Can  the  most  brilliant  leader 
A  very  delicate  point  touched  upon  on  the  northern  circuit,  or  the  deepest 
by  Sir  Charles  is  the  indifference  of  the  equity  judge,  go  higher  ?  Our  utmost 
CoUcge  of  Surgeons  to  the  moral  influ-  exertions,  says  Sir  Charles,  can  gain 
ence  of  the  profession.  He  complains  no  more  than  the  gratitude  of  a  person 
of  their  receiving  certificates  from  ana-  subdued  by  sickness,  whose  opinion  is 
tomists  of  irregular  habits,  and  ob-  farther  questioned  by  old  ladies  round 
serves  that  during  his  thirty  years'  the  tea-table.  Here,  again,  we  think 
experience  of  teaching  in  London,  the  Edinburgh  professor  too  hypo- 
hundreds  of  young  men  entered  the  chondriac,  and  would  defy  all  the  an- 
profession  with  the  worst  examples  cient  dames  in  the  kingdom,  inspired 
before  them.  But  what  would  have  hy  the  strongest  Howqua,  to  wither 
been  said  of  the  College,  had  it  at-  one  leaf  of  his  laurels, 
tempted  an  inquisition  into  the  morals  We  cotdd  have  wished  for  something 
of  lecturers,  or  refused  a  certificate  less  disjointed  and  more  detailed  than 
from  a  teacher,  because,  though  a  good  this  letter,  from  a  man  of  genius  like 
anatomist,  he  was  a  free  liver  ?  The  Sir  Charles  Bell ;  yet,  such  as  it  is,  it 
only  solution  that  we  can  propose  for  will  be  perused  with  advantage,  and 
this  dilemma  is  the  establishment  of  wiU  supply  its  readers  with  laxger  ma- 
medical  colleges,  BE  we  set  forth  in  our  terials  for  thinking  than  many  more 
last  number,  where  each  professor  regular  disquisitions, 
would  be  in  some  measure  a  sponsor 

dinect- 


*     ^i_      1.         ^        *  1         t  f   .   .  PW  'wlinj,  exting^aiihinr  reilrlow.  u 

for  the  character  of  the  others.     As  it  is,  natural  sentimcDt,  there  an  iion«Nle  « 

there  is  no  doubt  that  even  the  study  'Sl^^^T^^  S^cS^:Si':rtS^ 

of  the  human  frame    (which  Galen  gfp^^^'S^.'J^'&Ji'^KrilSf^iy 

called  a  hymn  to  the  Deity,)  may  tend  a»a  diaBectini^-room.'*— air  c.  Bell,  "  a  Letter,^ 
to  blunt  the  finer  feelings  of  our  nature  t .        *  ^* 

•  iEneid.  lib.  iii.  — — 

t  "  Of  all  the  icenes  deetructive  of  every  pro- 
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PAR15  SURGICAL  PRACTICE.  which    efficient    extension    may    be 

^  made.    When  Uie  last  kind  of  fracture 

No.  II.  occurs  in  old  people,  the  plan  of  Sir  A. 

Cooper  is  frequently  acted  upon,  viz. 

of  not  M)plying  any  apparatus,  but 
lb  ilu  JSdUw  f^  th€  Mtdieal  Gazeite,        merely  of^  keeping  die  patient  in  bed 

for  ten  days  or  a  fortnignL 
°**»  Amputations   of   the    leg    are    frer 

PttACTTttBS  of  the  inferior  extremity,    quentfy  performed  very  low  down,  in 
when  not  treated  by  the  appareil  ami-    order  to  enable  the  patient  to  wear  an 
danni  in  the  Paris  hospitals,  are  still  for    artificial  foot.  This  succeeded  very  well 
the  most  part  put  up  with  the  limb  in    in  two  boys  on  whom  M.  Velpeau  ope- 
the  straight  position,  and  resting  on  its    rated  dunng  my  recent  visit ;  and  in 
back,  in  a  sort  of  junk  formed  of  a    one  of  them,  when  tlie  patient  walked, 
piece  of  cloth  and  two  wooden  splints,    many  persons  could  not  tell,  without 
not  more  than  two  and  a  half  or  three    great  attention,  on  which  leg  the  ope- 
inches  wide ;  bags,  or  cushions  of  chaff|    ration  had  been  performed, 
of  an  equal  length  with  the  splints,        An  amputation  of  the  leg  was  per- 
being  interposed  oetween  them  and  the    formed  in  February,  by  M.  Roux,  on 
f  oft  parts.    A  third  s]^lint  and  cushion     a  man  65  years  of  a^e,  of  good  general 
is  placed  on  the  anterior  part,  and  the    health,  but  labouring  under  depres- 
whole  tied  together,  the' foot  being  fre-    don  of  spirits,  affect^  with  gangrena 
quently  without  proper  support.    This    senilis.    The  foot  and  toes  were  cold, 
apparatus  is  not  suited  to  cases  in  which    and  completely  discoloured,  and  a  dis- 
inflammation  or  much  swelling  exists,    tinct  line  of  demarcation  existed  on  the 
as  it  keeps  the  part  hot,  and  prevents    leg,  about  five  inches  from  the  ankle, 
the  appucation  of  cold  water  irriga*    The  patient,  however,  did  not  survive 
tions,  which  are  now  frequently  em-    the  operation  more  than  five  or  six  days, 
ployed  in  Paris.     Neither  is  it  well        The  question    of    the  propriety  of 
adapted  to  compound  fractures,  as  tend-    amputation  in  cases  of  mortification 
ing  to  favour  suppuration.    When  a    of  the  extremities  has  frequently  been 
wound  exists,  it  is  generally  dressed    agitated;  and  it  is  now  pretty  generally 
with  charpie,  and  the  perforated  linen    admitted  among  the  profession,  that  as 
rag  smeared  with  ointment ;  or,  if  ex-    far  as  concenis  gangrene  resulting  from 
tensive,  and  suppurating  freely,  with    wounds  or  external  causes,  amputation 
poultiees.    During  the  dressing,  or  the    is  frequently  advisable ;  but  the  great 
reapplication  of  the  apparatus  (which    majonty  (and  I  may  say  almost  all  in 
frequently   becomes    loosened),    sufii-    this  country)  are  averse  from  recom- 
cient    attention  is    not  paid    by   the    mending    it    in  the  idiopathic  kind, 
dressers  or  assistants  to  support  the    though  patients  have  subsequently  re- 
limb  ;  only  one  hand,  perhaps,  being    covert ;  and  of  those  who  nave  suc- 
applicd  to  the  knee,  and  none  to  the    cumbed,  a  large  proportion  would  in  ail 
lower  part.     But  little  general  treat-    probability  have  died  if  tlie  parts  liad 
ment  is  adopted,    except  bleeding  if    been  left  to  separate  by  the  effects  of 
there  should  be  much  accompanying    nature.      It  may  therefore    fairly   be 
fever.    In  fractures  of  the  thigh  a  long    questioned,  whether,  when  there  are 
narrow  splint  extends  the  whole  length    no  other  counter-indicating    circum- 
of  the  limb,  from  the  hip  to  the  foot,    stances,    the  operation   might  not  in 
A  second  splint  on  the  inside  also  ex-    some  cases  be  preferable  to  the  chances 
tends  to  tne  foot;  and  a  third  short    of   recovery  Mforded  by   tlie  patient 
one  is  placed  on  the  anterior  part  of    waiting,  during  months   of  suffering 
the  thigh,  without  any  means  being    and  confinement,  and  breathing  an  at- 
adopted  for  keeping  up  due  extension  i    mosphere  tainted  by  the  presence  of  a 
and  as   the   apparatus  is  frequently    loathsome  disease,  for  the  tedious  pro- 
slack,  I  should  think  that  shortening    cess  of  separation  of  the  dead  parts 
of  the  limb  is  a  very  common  occur-    from  the  living. 
rence,  having  myself  seen  some  in-       An   operation   was    likewise    per- 
stances  of  this.    Fractures  of  the  upper    formed  by  M.  Roux,  about  the  same 
part  of  the  bone,  about  the  trochanter,    time  as  the  preceding  one,  for  the  re- 
or  of  the  neck,  are  generally  treated  by    moval  of  a  cancerous  tumor,  near  the 
Boyer's,  or  some  other  apparatus,  by    size  of  a  pullet*s  egg,  occupying  the 
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left  side  of  the  base  of  the  tongue.    As  SUDDEN  DEATH. 

its  extirpation  by  the  mouth  was  im-  

pmcricable,    M.   Roux  performed  an  Ta  tJU  BdUor  qf  the  Medical  Gaieiie. 

operation  similar  to  the  one  which  was  g^^ 

successful  in  the  hands  of  Professor  j^  affordi  me  much  plessura  in  havisg  it  in 

Regnoh,  of  Pisa,  two  or  three   years  my  power  to  answer  the  query  of  your  cor- 

ago,  which  consisted  m  drawing  the  respondeat,  "  Inquwitor,"  contained  in  your 

tongue  out  of  the  mouth  beneath  the  ]a»t  number,  "  aa  to  what  is  to  be  done  in  a 

lower  jaw,   through  a  wound   of  the  case  of  sudden  death."     ^'i  boat  entering 

soft  parts,   formea  by  a  longitudinal  upon  a  consideration  of  the  varioua  causes 

incision  extending  from  the  symphysis  producing  sudden  death,  we  may,  I  think, 

to  the  OS  hyoides,  and  two  lateriu  inci-  divide  the  states  in  which  we  generally  find 

sions  along  the  edge  of  tlie  jaw-boue.  'he  individual  into  two,  according  to  the 

M.   Roux,  however,  considering  that  «yn»ptoms  presented.     In  the  one  we  have 

there  would  be  less  likelihood  of  the  ^^  .^"^Y^^*   strong,. resisting  puhw,  noUy 

collection  of  blood  and  matter  if  the  ««P"^on.   «!«"?  extremtttee,  frequently 

lips  of  the  wound  were  in  a  more  de-  ^"^  pertpumtaon,  flushed  countenance, 

^w^Ai^^    •^oif^A.^     ^^Ai^  i.;«   ;»«.;c.;»M  ^"^"*  **°^®  spasmodic  muscular  action:   m 

pending    position,  made  his  incision  this  case  bleeding  is  evidcnUy  strongly  called 

througfi  the  skin,  cellular  texture  and  ^^,    In  the  otSL  case,  on  L  cont^^i^ 

platvsmamvoides, commencing antenor  ^^^  ^   ..  i^q^tor,"  with  eoid  exir^^ 

to  the  facial  artery,  where  it  crosses  the  ^,>,^  ^old  clammy  moisture  on  the  surface, 

bone  on  the  left  side,  carrying  it  m  a  dow  and  Uboured  respiration,  with  feeble, 

semicircular    form  down    to    the    os  or  total  absence  of  radial  pulsation,  and  ^ 

hyoides  to  terminate  at  the  correspond-  other  symytoms  of  depressed  vital  action 

ing  point  on  the  ri^ht  side.     The  mus-  (though  far  from  always  indicating  a  rup- 

cles   were    then  divided  by  a  sharp-  tured  vessel.)    In  such  a  case,  indeed,  it  is 

pointed  bistoury,  being  passed  into  tne  both  ''unscientific  and  malpraxis,"  and  I 

mouth  from  below,  and  the  flap  being  may  add  unjustifiable,  to  bleed  the  patient, 

held  aside,  the  tongue  was  seized  with  Most  assuredly  is  it  "infra  dignitatem"  for 

themficesde3fii*«iw,and  drawn  through  ^7  member  of  so  Ubcral  and  enlightened  a 

the  aperture,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  profe«don  as  the  medical,  for  one  moment 

tumor  was  exposed,  and  excised  with  *?  ^'""^  ^^  "«  pandermg  to  the  ignorance  of 

comparative  facility  ;  though  the  ope-  '^^^  crowd  collected,  or  of  flic  jmy  at  the  m- 

ratofwas  obliged  two  or  three  tiies  "^"^^  ".  g  tf^J''^':^  ""    ^^  w 

to  wait  a  minute  or  two,  on  account  of  SL^^I^tin^Tv^Jdo!^.  ^"SZ^n^ 

the  difficulty   of  breathmg,   and  ten-  jjf^^^tmg,  by  so  domg,  Uie  only  chance 

dency  to  snicope,  experienced  by  the  in  guch  i  easel  would  briefly  but  dearly 

patient.     1  he  remainder  of  the  tongue  cxpUin  my  views  to  those  around.     I  would 

having  been  replaced  m  the  mouth,  the  assure  them  that  to  bleed  would  be  certain 

edges  of   the  wound  were  united  by  death.    I  would  recommend  the  immediate 

suture  and  adhesive  plaster,  and  the  exhibition  of  diffusible  stimuli,  and  applica- 

patient  was  conveyed  to  bed.     He  did  tion  of  warmth  to  the  extremities ;  and  if 

not,  however,  survive  more  than  three  still  urged  by  the  by-standers  to  bleed,  I 

days.     The  quantity  of  blood  lost  was  would  positively  refuse,  and  leave  the  case 

not  very  great,  and  was  chiefly  from  open,  if  wished,  to  a  second  opinion. 

the  branches  of  the  lingual  artery.  1«*  *be  event  of  being  quite  extinct,  1  shall 

In  any  similar  case,   would  not  the  only  add.  fliat  the  performance  or  non-per- 

section  of  the  soft  parts,  from  the  angle  formancc  of  the  openition  being  of  no  moment. 

of  the  mouth  to  tibe  ascending  raiSis  Tf^f^,^?*  '?  ^^'t'  ^mT    ?        ?i  -^ 

of  the  iftw    be  a  nreferable  OMration  '^*     "^  **■*  ^^"  ^°"**'    ^^^  ^  considered 

oi  tne  jaw,   be  a  F«'e.™^o^f_^P®™J2^^  both  justifiable  and  sometimes  prudent ;  but 

fu^   ?w  ^^""^r  "^u^}"^    ^°^'  e^en  in  this  instance  I  should  ahKi  apply 

than  that  above  descnbed?  ^^^th  to  the  extremities,  and  give  a  sti. 

Your  obedient  servant,  mvlnnt ;  not  for  the  sake  of  public  approval, 

Edwin  Lee.  but  to  leave  no  stone  unturned,  with  a  view 

3S.  Golden  Square,  to  saving  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature. 

March  31,  isil.  If  the  above  remarks,  sir,  do  not  occupy 

too  much  space  in  your  valuable  peiioditnl, 

you  will  greatly  oblige  me  by  inserting  them 

in  your  next  number. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R«8PONSoa. 
Mareh  10, 1841. 
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MEDICAL  REFORM.  ^^  Bpoken  only  of  true  reformen.    Mtoy 

there  are  whose  motives  may  be  questioned ; 

but  this  cannot  apply  to  the  great  bulk  of 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  **»«  profession,  which  is  now  agitating  from 

one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
^'^»  So  much  for  the  motires  of  the  generality 
Although   yon  hare  hitherto  shown  but  ofrefonner;sandnowfor  someofthe  "Phy- 
littledis  position  to  assist  medical  reformers,  I  sician  V  objections  to  onr  plans  :  and,  first, 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  your  impar-  to  that  of  equality.     He  asks,  "  If  all  are  to 
tiality   to  believe  that  you  will  admit  the  be  captains,  who  is  to  pull  the  boat  ?"  Why, 
letter  of  one  of  these  raree  ave$  into  your  sir,  idl  could  not  be  captains  long ;    one 
columns ;  and,  acting  under  this  impression,  would  soon  be  selected  by  the  rest,  fh>m  his 
I  will  briefly  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  superior  acquirements,  to    take  the  com- 
of  a  "Provincial  Physician,"  inserted  in  mand.     So  with  the  members  of  our  profes- 
your  last  number.  sion ;  and  I  cannot  better  illustrate  my  ar- 
This  gentleman  very  liberally  insinuates,  gument  than  by  using  your  correspondent's 
that  reformers,  or  those  who  aidvocate  uni-  own  words,  viz*  "  that  merit  combined  with 
formity  of  education,  title,  &c.  **  are  careless  talent,  like  oil,  always  rises  to  the  surfiure  ;*' 
of  the  honour  of  the  profession  to  which  they  provided,  I  would  add,  that  it  has  a  fiiir 
belong,  and  heedless  of  the  ultimate  effect  field.     We  must  always  have  men  who,  in 
upon  society  at  large,"  and  that  **  they  only  oonseqaence  of  their  superior  talents  and 
seek    their    own  aggrandizement."     These  experience,  will  b^  consulted  by  their  bre- 
accusations,  to  the  generality  of  your  readers,  thren  iq  cases  of  doubt  and  difficuliy.     In- 
must  appear  so  absurd,  that  it  may  seem  al-  deed,  I  cannot  perceive  that  the  proposed 
most  useless  to  reply  to  them  ;  but  ss  others  changes  will  in  any  respect  affect  the  existing 
(I  am  sure  without  reflection)  may  entertain  grades ;  for  although  all  will  take  the  same 
the  same  opinion  as  your  correspondent,  I  degree,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  great  majo- 
will  briefly  state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  rity  will  act  ss  general  practitioners ;  and  it 
motiveswhich  really  actoateall  true  reformers,  is  fair  to  presume  that  those  gentlemen  who 
Tbey  contend,  that  the  generality  of  medical  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  medicine  or 
practitioners     are    insufficiently    educated,  sui^ry  will,  as  at  present,  be  the  referee 
They  slso  believe  that  no  examination  can  men.    Take  the  College  of  Sui^^feons  as  an 
be  efficient  without  combining  medicine  and  example :  all  undergo  the  same  examination, 
surgery.     They  are  advocates  for  a  good  but  how  few  act  as  consolting  surgeons, 
preliminary  education.     Ihey  see  the  pro-  The  Physician  fears  that  "if  all  be  edu- 
Kession,  as  at  present  constituted,  a  perfect  cated  alike,  thfl  lower  orders  will  not  be 
chaos — a  rudis  indigeetaque  moiee;  or,  as  .attended  to, and  that  the  chemist  and  druggist 
Dr.  J.  Johnson  very  aptiy  expressed  it,  "  a  willtakethe  place  of  the  generalpractitioner." 
body  with  three  heads,  all  pulling  in  different  I  have  no  apprehension  of  such  a  result.- 
directions."    They  witness    the   physician  Well-educated  men  will  always  be  fomul  to 
obtaining  his  degree  from  a  doxen  different  attend  to  the  poor ;   and  the  restrictions 
touroea ;  many  of  them  of  so  disreputable  a  proposed  to  be  put  upon  chemists  and  drug- 
nature,  that  the  well-educated  M.D.  is  be-  gists  will  entirely,  I  think,  obviate  the  latter 
coming    ashamed  of   the  title.     They  see  tendency.     I  could  ray  much  about  the  cor- 
many  who  prsctiaeas  pur  esurgeons  laments-  porations,  m  well  as  the  general  misgovern- 
bly  ignorant  of  the  study  of  medicine.    They  ment  of  tiie  profession ;  but  I  am  anxious 
find  amongst  general  practitioners  many  who  only  on  this  occasion  to  shew  that  your  cor- 
have  passed  no   examination ;    some  only  respondent's  views  respecting  medical  re- 
members of  the  Hall,  and  others  of  the  Col-  formers  are  illibersl  and  unjust. — I  am,  sir, 
lege ;  yet  all  posses.^'ing  nearly  the  same  pri-  Your  obedient  servant, 
▼iieges.     Seeing  these  things,  and  believing  A  RspORMBft. 
that  equality  of  education  would  add  much        ^1"*^  ^  1^1- 
to  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  profession,                                  ■ 

^'tw!:?^  rrfiJf  ^^ ""  '*f  T"/        ^  "«  Bdttor  pf  the  MtOict  Gaxette. 
oers,  they  press  on  for  reform ;  not  afrud,  ^ 

like  the  "  Provincial  Fhyrician,"  to  admit  ^^^t 

young  men  to  the  same  or  to  superior  privi-  In  reflecting  upon  the  present  mnch  agi- 
1^  to  tiiemsdves— disregarding  all  pecu-  tated  question  of  medical  i^orm,  and  the 
niary  considerationj^not  desirous  of  self-  plans  proposed  by  the  abvocates  for  one 
aggrandizement — ^but  anxious  only  for  the  faculty,  and  their  opponents,  I  find  some- 
good  of  the  noble  science  which  they  culti-  thing  of  good  in  each,  mingled  with  much 
vate,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  that  is  to  be  deprecated.  In  legislation, 
at  large.  generally,  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
The  above  by  some  will  be  contidend  an  number  should  be  the  ruling  maxim.  The 
overdrawn  picture,  but  let  it  be  observed  I  proposal  of  the   College  of  Physicians  to 
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admit    into    tfadr  body    all  gndnates   of  evidenoe  to  the  Ragias  Professor  of  Pbysit: 

British  Universities  on  payment  of  certain  of  their  having  been  employed  in  the  study 

fees,  is  not  just  towards  the  general  prac-  of  Physic  for  five  years  after  they  became 

titkmer,  inasmuch  as  he  was  submitted  to  Bachelors  of  Arts ;  and  to  produce  to  him 

as  severe  a  test  of  capability  as  the  graduate  Certificates  of  their  baring  attended  on  Hos- 

of  a  Scotch  University,  and  should  therefore  pital  practice  for  three  of  the  said  five  years, 

be  equally  privileged :  again,  they  who  would  and  of  their  having  attended  Lectures  on  the 

attempt  to  lerel  the  enlightened  physician  with  subjects  before  mentioned, 

the  apothecary  who  Tendn  his    pennyworth  3.  That  every  Candidate  for  a  Licence  ad 

of  salts  or  jalap,  are  equaUy  unjust.     For  a  practicandum  in  Medicina,  be  required  to 

uniform  code  of  examination  and  goveming  pass  an  Examination  to  the  satisfaction  of 

laws,  I  am  a  decided  advocate,  and  would  pro-  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic,  the  Professor 

pose  that  all  candidates  twenty-one  years  of  of  Anatomy,  the  Downing  Professor  of  Me« 

age,  on  producing  the  requisite  testimonials,  dicine,  and  a  Doctor  of  Physic  to  be  nomi- 

and  passing  an  examination  which  would  gua-  nated  by  the  Vice-Chanoellor  and  approved 

rantee   their  possession  of  a  good  literary  by  the  Senate  at  the  first  Congregation 

and  sound  medical  and  snrgictd  education,  after  the  tenth  of  October  in  each  year, 

should  receive  the  degree  of  M.B.  qualifying  4.  That  in  case  any  of  the  three  Exa- 

them  for  the  general  practice  of  the  pro-  miners  ex  officio  be  prevented  by  Illness  or 

fession.  absence  from  taking  part  in  such  Examina- 

That  Candidates  of  the  age  of  thirty,  pos-  tion,  it  be  competent  to  him  to  appoint  a 

sessing  the  above-named  degree  of  M.B.  or  Doctor  of  Physic  to  examine  in  his  stead, 

one  from  a  Britiah  University,  should  un-  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Vioe>Chan- 

deigo  an  examination  in  practice  qf  medicine  oellor. 

and  general  medical  literature,  of  such  a  5.  That  there  be  two  such  Examinations  in 

character  as  to  eiLhibit  matured  views  of  the  every   year ;  one  in  the  week  immediately 

science,  and  receive  the  degree  of  M.D.  qua-  preceding  that  in  which  the  division  of  the 

lifying     them    to    practise    as    physicians  Michaelmas  Term  falls;  the   other  in   the 

throughout   Great  Britain.     I  might  have  week  immediately  preceding  that  in  which 

enlar^  much  on  this  subject,  but  I  trust  the  division  of  the  Easter  Term  falls. 

I  bave  sufficiently  explained  my  views,  and  6.  That  a  Candidate  for  a  lacenceadpraC' 

remain, — ^Your  obedient  servant,  ticandum    in' Medicina^    being  previously 

A  Gbnkkal  Practitionbb.  Bachelor  of  Physic,  shall  not  be  examined 

Notting  Hill,  April  5, 1841.  for  the  said  Licence  until  the  Examination 
— which   shall  occur  next  but  one  after  his 

UNlVEKSnr  OF  CAMBRIDGE.  ^J^^g'^^f  ^:=^n?"^T«r"^  '" 

•~*"  7.  ftat  every  Candidate  for  the  Degree 

RegtUatione    reapeeiing   Candidatet  for  a  of  Doctor  of  Physic,  who  has  not  previously 

Licence  ad  practicandum  in  Medicina,  and  obtained  a  Licence  ad  practicandum  in  Me- 

aieo  reepecting  Candidaiee  for  the  Degree  dicina,  be  required  to  produce  to  the  Regius 

qf  Doctor  of  Phytic.  Professor  of  Physic  the  same  Certificates 

1.  That  Candidates  for  a  Ucence  ad  pracH-  ""d  pass  the  same  Examination  as  are  re- 

eandum  in  Medicina,  being  previously  Ba-  quired    in  the    case  of   Candidates  for  a 

chelors  of  Physic,  be  required  to  produce  Licence  ad  practicandum  in  Medicina. 

to  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  Certificates  8.  Provided  that  the  foregoing,  Regula- 

of  their  having  attended  on  Hospital  prac-  tions  shaU  not  take  effect,  untU  after  the  end 

tice  for  three  years  exclusive  of  the  nine  of  tJ»e  Easter  Term   1841 ;  provided  also 

Terms  which  they  kept  by  residence  for  the  **»»'  ^^  sevehth  Regulation  shall  not  apply 

Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Physic,  and  of  their  ^  ^7  person  who  was  admitted  ad  tn/roii- 

having  attended  Lectures  on  the  following  dum  in  Medicina  b«yore  the   Lent  Term 

subjects;  namely —  1836. 

Practice  of  Physic  and  Pathology.  April  l,  IMI. 

Anatomy  and  Fhyaiology. :; ' 

Chemistry.  VACCINE  REPORT. 

Botany.  „ . 

Medical  Jurisprudence.  *^^'  '***' 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

Principles  of  Surgery.  7b  the  Rt,  Hon,  the  Marquit  qf  Normanbyf 

Principles  of  Midwifery.  ffer  Majesty* »  Secretary  of  State  for 

Practical  Anatomy  for  two  seasons.  the  Home  Department. 

2.  That  Candidates  for  aLicencea<:?prac^i-  Mt  Lord, — The  small-pox  has  prevailed 

eandum  in  Medicina,  being  previously  Mas-  epidemically  with  considerable  severity  since 

ten  of  Arts,  be  required  to  bring  satisfactory  our  Isst  report ;  but  we  do  not  abate  an  iota 
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of  oar  eoniideDoe  in  TacciiuiCion  ts  the 
best  protective  against  its  malignant  influ- 
ence. 

Weliave'Taccinated  from  this  station  alone 
15,588  persons  within  the  last  year,  which 
exceeds  the  number  in  any  former  year  by 
2,444,  and  haTC  sent  out  to  our  correspon- 
dents at  home  and  in  the  colonies  165,395 
charges  of  vaccine  lymph ;  and  we  feel  con- 
siderable satisfaction  in  being  able  to  s&te 
that  the  matter  we  employ  is  obtained  by 
succession  from  the  original  virus  communi- 
cated by  Dr.  Jenner  himself,  and  that  we 
find  it  as  effectual  as  ever.  We  may  be  ex- 
cused, therefore,  we  hope,  if  we  discourage 
an  incautious  dissemination  of  matter  ob- 
tained from  new  sources,  which  has  not 
stood  the  test  of  an  ample  experience. 

Henrt  Halford, 
President  of  ;the  Royal  Coll.  of  Physicians, 
«nd  of  the  Vaccine  Board. 

John  P.  Vincbnt, 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London. 

John  Bbiobt,  M.D. 
Senior  Censor  of  the  Roy.  Coll.  Physic'ans. 

Clbmsnt  Hvb,  M.D. 
Registrar. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  27th  March,  1841. 

Small  Pox 33 

Measles   g 

flcarlatina n 

Hooping  Cough  SO 

Cronp  10 

Thrush    •. 8 

Diarrbcea i 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera    1 

InHoensa 94 

Typhus    35 

Krysipdas 4 

Syphrtu: 1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nenros,  and  Senses  . .  147 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 3G4 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  3S 
Diseases  of  the  fltooMch,  Liver,  and  other 

Ofgansof  Dignrtion  44 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c s 

Childbed .7. 7 

Orarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  9k 9 

Rbeomatism 3 

Diseases  of  Joints,  te. 1 

Ulcer    3 

Ffstnla  0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat los 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 33 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     33 

Causes  not  specified  1 

Hetfhs  from  aU  Causes "ms 
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LIST  OP  OBNTLBMBN  ADBCITTBO  MEMBBB8. 

Friday,  April  2,  1841. 

T.  H.  Graham.— T.  Johnson.— E.  Mcnries.— 
C.  J.  Parrott.— T.  Longmore.— P.  Weatherley.— 
B.  Swasey.— T.  Moore.— J.  C.  A.  Frans.— W. 
Newbegin.— R.  S.  O.  Tbring.— T.  G.  Heathcote. 

Monday,  April  5,  1841. 

W.  A.  Rogers. -J.  Medlioott.— A.  J.  Sbepard. 
— R.  T.  H.  Hartley.— A.  Emson.— T.  J.  Toang. 
— T.  Jones.— T.  Taylor.— E.  F.  Mercey.— D.  J.  T. 
Frands.  — H.  StoU.— H.  C.  S(ead.~a  G. 
Borehends. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51<>  37'  32"  N. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


VUTCht 

Wednesday  34 
lliursday  .  36 
Friday ...  86 
Saturday  .  37 
Sunday  .  .  38 
Monday  .  .  39 
Tuesday    .  SO 


THBEJfOMBTBB.     BaBOMBTBR. 


from  86  to  56 


30 
87 
99 

46 

88 


67 
62 
56 
65 

66 
62 


Sa*14  to  80*15 


I 


30*0B 
29*67 
29-65 
29*86 
29*85 
29*77 


29*92 

29*54 
»9H 


29-77 
29*84 


Winds,  Sooth  and  S.W. 

Oh  the  24th,  generally  cloody;  son  shining  fre- 
quently daring  the  afternoon.  The  25th,  morning 
overcast,  othendse  clear.  The  96th.  generany 
clear  ;  rain  in  the  afternoon-  The  27tii,  morning 
cloudy,  otherwise  dear.  The  28tl),  generally 
clear.  The  29th  cloudy ;  raining  very  fast,  and  at 
times  heavily,  during  the  evening.  The  80th, 
morning  clear,  otherwise  cloudy ;  a  little  rain  in 
the  afternoon. 

Rain  ftdlen  *2S5  of  an  inch. 


Wednesday  81    flnom  88  63 

AprU. 

Thursday  .1  89  56 

Friday ...    2  38  67 

Saturday  .8  80  64 

Sunday   .  .    4  27  65 

Monday  .  .    5  40  52 

T^iesday .  .    6  87  64 

Winds,  S.W.  and  S.E. 

On  the  31st  ult.  evening  overcast,  with  nin, 
otherwise  clear.  The  Ist  fnst.  ffeneralK'  dondT. 
a  httle  rain  feU  about  3  p.m.    The  2nd,  and  two 


29-59       29-50 


29*54 
29*56 

29  60 
29*59 
29*88 
99-56 


20-59 
29-4« 
29-50 
20-74 


noon. 
Rain  fkllen,  *a5  of  an  inch. 

Crablbs  Hbnbt  Aoamb. 


ERRATUM. 

In  Dr.  Mackenzie's  conmranicatum  on 
the  Insertion  of  the  Straight  Mnsdes,  Tor 
"  Bemouilli,"  read  **  BemonllL" 
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LECTURES  or  inaccurately  described.     You  may  con- 

Q^  ,f„^  sider  the  rule  as  almost,  if  not  altogether, 

universal. 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  This  crossing  over  of  the  morbid  effect  of 

PHYSIC,  ^  extravasated  blood,  or  of  any  other  dis- 

_.    ,    ^  cased  state,  has  long  been  supposed  to  be 

neitvered  at  King  b  College,  London,  satisfactorily  explained  by  that  crossing  over 

By  Dr.  Watson.  ^^  nervous  fibres  which  takes  place  at  the 

upper  part  of  the  spinal  cord.     Just  where 

themeduUaoblongataandthemedullaspinalis 

LiCTXJKB  XXX.  unite,  the  anterior  pyramids  decussate  each 

ApopUMt  eontinued.     Relation,  between  °*^*''.f °'^/'"l?T  f^'^I^l^'',  *"  ^ 

the^S^'Pt'x-M'ndtke^ppearaneeeMnd  TX^^^^^^tj'  ^A? «u« of opurse 

causes,     ireasment,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^pj^^j  ^^^^  .•  ^^  ^^  j^^  ^^^ 

I  LETT  off  in  the  last  lecture,  after  having  rior  pyramid  into  the  centre  of  the  right 

described  the  appearances  met  with,  in  the  half  of  the  cord.      Now  supposing,  as  we 

head,  at  different  periods  after  an  attack  of  have  every  reason   to    suppose,   that    the 

cerebral  hamorrhage ;  and  pointed  out  the  nervous    influence,    whatever   may  be  its 

wiouB  sources  of  the  hiemorrhage;  and  nature,  travels  in  the  course  of  the  fibres 

endeavoured  to  explain  why  it  happens  that  of  the  brain,  we  see  in  this  decussation  of 

the  blood  so  much  more  commonly  proceeds  the  anterior  pyramids  an  easy  and  pleasing 

from  a  ruptured  vessel  in  or  near  the  cor-  solution  of  the  phenomenon  in   question, 

pus  striatum  and  optic  thalamus,  than  in  But  then  comes  tkis  serious  difficulty.     How 

any  other  part  of  the  brain.  does  it  happen  that  the  muscles  of  the/ace 

RelationM  between  the  eymptomt  and  the  and  tongue — which  are  supplied  by  nerves 

morbid  appearance*. — I  have  already  anti«  that  arise  from  the  brain  abote  the  place  of 

cipated,  in  some  degree,  the  account  that  decussation — ^how  does  it  come  to  pass  that 

may  be  given  of  the  connexion  which  sub-  these  muscles  sustain  the  same  cross  injury, 

sists  between  the  morbid  appearances,  and  and  are  paralyzed  on  the  same  side  on  which 

the  symptoms.     I  ahall  proceed  to  touch  the  limbs  are  paralyzed  ?     And  again,  how 

upon  certain  points,  relative  to  that  con-  does  it  happen  (as  it  certainly  does)  that 

nezion,  which  have  not  yet  been  noticed.  haemorrhage  into  the  cerebellum  should  have 

One  of   the  most  remarkable    circum-  a  similar  cross  influence  ? 

stances  which  dissection  teaches  us,  when  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  cnder- 

there  has  been  partial  palsy,  is,  that  the  palsy  taken  to  explain  this  anomaly,  except  Mr. 

is  on  one  side  of  the  body,  and  the  hiemor-  Mayo  ;  and  his  conjectures  upon  the  subject 

rbage  of  the  brain  on  the  other.  This  is  a  very  are  so  recent,  and  some  of  them  so  ingenious, 

general  law.    Bnt  exceptions  to  it  are  said  to  and  some  them,  in  my  opinion,  so  erroneous, 

have  been  observed.      Morgagni  mentions  that  I  cannot  do  less  thiem  touch  upon  them 

such.     Dr.  Bright  has  recorded  a  somewhat  here. 

doubtful  case  of  exception.     I  have  never  met  He  takes  some  pains,  in  the  first  place,  to 

with  any :  and  I  cannot  help  suspecting  that  shew  that  the  morbid  influence  is  commu- 

in   some   of  those  which  are  said  to  have  nicated  from  one  side  of  the  brain  to  the 

occurred,  mift*»V«^*  have  been  made :   that  limbs  of  the  other  side  of  the  body,   by 

either  they  have  been  incorrectly  observed,  means  of  the  fibres  of  decussation  already 

698.— xxviil.  K 
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described,  llda  point  did  not,  I  think,  of  yoluntary  motion,  hare  rabfllated ;  and 
require  any  laboured  demonitration  ;  but  be  I  that  instances  of  acephalous  human  infants, 
has  made  a  happy  use  of  two  facts  pre-  which  have  sundved  their  birth,  shew  the 
▼iously  ascertained,  which,  taken  together,  mednlla  oblongata  and  spinal  cord  to  be 
afford  a  very  neat  proof  that  the  transference  sufficient,  without  the  brain,  for  the  pro- 
of the  morbid  influence  from  one  side  to  the  .duction  of  sensation  and  voluntary  motion, 
other  actually  takes  place  in  that  very  part  He  conjectures  therefore  that  the  immediate 
of  the  nervous  system  where  the  decussating  cause  of  the  hemiplegia  is  '*  a  depreuing 
fibres  cross.  The  facta  are  stated  by  Dr.  influence,  or  shock,  (a  wtthering  influence 
Yelloly,  in  the  Medico -Chirurgical  Trans^  he  elsewhere  calls  it)  originating  in  the  brain 
actions.  Sir  A..  Cooper  divided  the  right  when  in  certain  states  of  lesion,  and  propa- 
half  of  the  spinal  cord  of  a  dog  in  the  space  gated  from  it  to  the  medulla  oblongata  and 
between  the  occiput  and 'the  atlas;  imme-  spinal  marrow." 

diately,  that  is,  after  the  cord  has  emerged  Now  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  at  least  I 
from  the  skull  through  the  foramen  mag-  cannot  doubt,  that  the  inference  here  drawn 
num  :  the  result  of  this  division  of  the  cord  from  the  movements  observed  in  acephsloua 
was  hemiplegia,  paralysis  of  the  limbs,  on  monsters,  and  in  animals  after  amputation 
the  game  side  with  the  injury.  The  bridge  of  their  brain,  is  a  wrong  inference.  They 
by  which  the  morbid  influence  crosses  over  are  purely  automatic  movements,  indepen- 
mast  therefore  be  above  that  point.  We  dent  of  sensation  and  of  the  will,  and  de- 
have  got  a  limit  on  one  side.  And  a  case  rived  from  the  reflex  endowment  of  the 
observed  by  Dr.  Yelloly  gives  us  a  limit  cord :  and  if  this  be  so,  the  main  foundation 
on  the  other.  He  examined  the  head  of  a  of  Mr.  Mayors  argument  is  cut  away.  For 
man  who  had  died  hemiplegic ;  and  be  found  my  own  part,  I  have  no  fiaith  in  any  shock 
a  tumor,  as  big  as  a  filbert,  imbedded  in  except  pressure.  But  mere  pressure  Mr. 
and  pressing  upon  the  right  side  of  the  Mayo  repudiates,  asserting  that  in  many 
annular  protuberance.  The  palsy  had  ex-  cases  of  hemiplegia  from  cerebral  disease 
isted  on  the  left  side.  The  bridge  of  com-  thereis  no  pressure.  And  this  may  begranted: 
munication  must  consequently  lie  below  that  although  even  in  cases  of  softening,  such  as 
point.  It  must  lie,  therefore,  between  the  he  refers  to,  the  mere  absence  of  support  in 
two  l)oints  now  indicated ;  t.  e.  it  must  be  some  parts  of  the  brain  may  lead  to  the  sub- 
either  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  or  just  at  sidenoe  or  settling  down  of  other  parts,  so 
the  junction  of  the  medulla  oblongata  with  as  to  cause  pressure  upon  the  medulla  ob> 
the  mednlla  spinalis.  Now  in  this  very  in-  longata.  I  took  some  pains,  in  the  course 
terval,  and  here  alone,  a  decussation  of  the  of  the  last  lecture,  to  shew  you  that  pressore 
nervous  filaments  is  found  to  exist.  There  is  adequate  to  the  production  of  coma  and 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  decussating  fibres  general  paralysis ;  and  pressure  on  a  nerve 
form  the  channel  of  communication.  in  its  course  we  are  sure  is  capable  of  occa- 
Supposing  (what  I  think  very  question-  sioning  local  paralysis ;  and  upon  the  whole, 
able)  that  the  prevalent  notion  respecting  my  doctrine  of  the  production  of  palsy  by  ce- 
the  uses  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  columns  rebral  haemorrhage  or  cerebral  disease  is,  that 
is  correct,  Mr.  Mayo  next  explains,  more  it  is  frequently  (not  always)  owing  to  the  be- 
dearly  than  I  have  found  it  explained  by  numbing  influence  of  pressure.  I  do  not 
any  previous  writer,  that  the  decussation  of  ask  you  to  adopt  that  opinion ;  nor  do  I 
the  anterior  pyramids  accounts  both  for  the  think  the  solution  of  the  question  is  of  any 
palsy  and  for  the  anesthesia,  which  are  primary  importance ;  yet  I  place  the  ques- 
apt  to  accompany  cerebral  hemorrhage  into  tion  before  you,  as  the  best  way  of  imprets- 
the  opposite  side  of  the  brain ;  inasmuch  as  ing  upon  your  memories  the  facts  wUch  it 
the  decussating  fasciculi,  on  plunging  into  the  involves. 

opposite  column  of  the  spinal  marrow,  strike  Now  whether  Mr.  Mayo's  notion,  that 
into  its  centre;  and  implicate  themselves  some  ''shock"  or  ''withering  influence" 
nearly  as  much  with  the  posterior,  as  with  is  transmitted  from  the  injured  brain,  be 
the  anterior,  t.  e.  nearly  as  much  with  what  true ;  or  whether  that  which  I  have  pro- 
is  thought  the  sentient,  as  with  what  is  POsed  to  your  notice,  viz.  that  this  influence 
thought  the  motor  portion  of  the  cord,  is  no  other  than  the  benumbing  influence  of 
The  wonder  seems  to  be  why  the  numbness  pressure,  be  true ;  either  supposition  wtU 
is  not  more  constant ;  why  it  is  infrequent  plausibly  account  for  these  facta,  viz.  tiiat 
in  comparison  with  the  affection  of  the  "  in  general  hemiplegia  from  cerebral  lesion, 
voluntary  muscles.  the  palsy  of  the  leg  is  (commonly)  less  corn- 
Mr.  Mayo  holds  that  palsy  does  not  re-  plete,  and  is  sooner  recovered  ftt>m,  than 
ftdt  from  "  the  interruption  of  the  ordinary  palsy  of  the  arm,"  and  that  when  one  of  these 
supply  of  nervous  stimulation  furnished  by  limbs  only  is  affected,  it  is  (commonly)  the 
the  brain" — ^for  this  reason,  that  in  living  ani-  arm  alone.  The  shock,  or  the  pressure,  will 
mals'the  brain  has  been  gradually  removed,  be  most  felt  in  proportion  as  the  part  ia 
fldiced  away,  yet  lenflation^  and  the  power  nearer  the  origin  of  the  pressure }  and  leas 
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uid  le88  felt  in  proportloii  as  we  recede  from  in  their  upward  courie,  bend  townrds  the 

the  source  of  the  injurious  influence.  places  of  origin  of  the  ninth  end  Beventli* 

Bat»  unfortunately,  I  was  obliged  to  insert  and  of 'the  eighth  and  fifth  nerves  of  the 
the  word  feommtmly)  in  the  statement  Just  palsied  side.  May  it  not  be  supposed  that 
made  of  they^to;  which  word  Mr.  Mayo  this  interlacement  may  be  a  sufficient  meana 
does  not  employ.  To  makeeither  his  theory,  of  communicating  the  palsying  Influence  to 
or  the  theory  of  pressure,  perfectly  satisfac-  the  tucending  flbrea,  which  are  in  dose  rela- 
tory,  either  tiie  arm  alone  should  be  afiected;  Hon  to  the  affected  cerebral  nerves  ?" 
or  the  affection  of  the  arm  should  always  Again,  "  How  is  the  fact  to  be  accounted 
accompany  and  be  more  intense  than,  or  at  for,  that  hemiplegia  of  the  opposite  side  is 
any  rate  not  less  intense  than,  the  afl*ection  of  produced  by  lesion  of  one  hemisphere  of  the 
the  leg.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  Since  Mr.  eerebellwnf  I  have  little  doubt  that  the 
Mayo's  observations  were  published,  I  have  following  explanation  of  the  phienomenon 
met  with  two  or  three  cases,  and  pointed  them  will  eventimlly  be  proved  to  be  correct.  The 
out  to  him,  in  which  the  leg  alone,  or  the  fibres  of  the  anterior  pyramids  pass-  through 
leg  first,  has  been  palsied,  from  cerebral  the  pons  varolii.  The  pons  varolii  consists 
disease.  And  Andral,  among  75  cases  of  ce-  in  great  part  of  filaments  which  issue  from 
rebrad  haemorrhage  collected  for  another  pur-  each  hemisphere  of  the  cerebellum.  These 
pose,  which  i  shall  presently  advert  to,  met  filaments  may  easily  be  supposed  to  convey 
with  12,  in  which  the  leg  only  was  affected,  a  depressing  influence  from  the  diseased  he- 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  these  stubborn  facts  misphere.  But  in  their  course  they  come 
should  thus  cross  and  thwart  a  very  pretty  immediately  upon  the  filaments  of  the  ante- 
theory.  Perhaps  they  may  hereafter  o«  nor  pyramid  of  the  same  side ;  and  they  are 
found  not  in  reality  inconsistent  with  that  so  implicated  with  the  latter,  with  such  a 
theory ;  but  at  present  they  are  a  sad  stum-  singular  closeness  of  reticulation,  and  often 
bling-block  in  the  way  of  our  adopting  it.  with  so  much  that  looks  like  an  actual  inter- 

I  will  venture,  in  my  turn,  to  suggest  a  change  of  filament,  that  it  ia  far  from  un- 
eonjeeture  by  which  the  apparent  inconsis-  likely  that  they  may  transmit  to  the  descend- 
tendes  may  perhaps  be  reconciled.  I  think  ing  fasciculi  of  the  pyramid  a  shock  {qu.  a 
the  excepted  eases  may  be  probably  ac-  d^prae  of  pressure),  which  may  thence  be 
counted  for  upon  the  vary  theory  which  Mr.  communicated  to  the  same  part  at  which  a 
Mayo  rejects;  viz.  that  the  paralysis  pro-  cere^ra/lesion  exerts  its  paralyzing  force." 
«eeds,  in  then  eatei,  from  a  simple  inter-  I  will  only  say  farther  of  this  hypothesis, 
mption  of  the  nervous  influence,  a  breaking  that  if  the  explanation  it  furnishes  of  the 
up  of  the  road  by  which  the  changes  leading  facts  in  question  be  not  the  best  and  most 
to  sensation  travel  in  one  direction,  and  the  satisfactory  in  the  world,  it  is  the  best  and 
mandates  of  volition  in  the  other.  We  most  satisfactory  that  we  poneet :  and  that, 
may  easily  conceive  that,  without  any  pres-  at  any  rate,  we  may  make  use  of  it  to  bind 
sure,  the  conducting  fibres  of  communication  those  facts  to  oar  recollection,  until  some 
between  the  sensorium  and  the  muscles  of  better  theory  shall  be  devised, 
the  leg  may  alone  be  torn  across,  or  severed  There  is  one  very  curious  law  asserted,  by 
by  a  process  of  softening,  while  the  residue  Andral,  in  respeot  to  haemorrhage  of  the 
of  the  conducting  apparatus  is  entire :  and  I  cerebellum.  If  the  blood  is  effused  into  one 
think  it  may  be  worth  your  while  to  note,  side  of  the  cerebellum,  and  no  where  else, 
as  future  opportunities  for  observation  occur,  the  palsy  that  ensaes  follows  the  general 
wheUier  the  cases  that  fisU  within  the  general  rule ;  it  takes  place  in  the  limbs  of  the  op- 
rule  are  not  cases  of  haemorrhage,  in  which  posite  side  of  the  body.  But  supposing  has- 
there  is  a  palpable  cause  of  pressure ;  and  morrhage  to  take  place  on  one  side  of  the 
whether  what  are  now  called  anomalous  cerebrum,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  cere- 
cases  are  not  cases  of  mere  eq/iening,  with-  helium,  simultaneously :  what  then,  think 
out  any  obvious  compressing  agency.  you,  happens  ?     Doabtless  you  would  ex- 

I  must  not  omit  to  give  you  Mr.  Mayo's  pect  that  there  should  be  palsy  on  both  sides 
explanation  of  the  other  difficulties  to  which  of  the  body.  Hemiplegia  on  the  one  side, 
I  referred — ^viz.  of  the  paralysis  of  the  from  the  effusion  into  the  brain  proper ;  he- 
muscles  of  the  face  being  on  the  oj^sosite  miplegia  on  the  other  side,  from  the  effusion 
side  from  the  injury  of  the  brain ;  and  of  into  the  cerebellum :  double  hemiplegia ; 
the  hemiplegia  being  on  the  opposite  side  that  is  to  say,  general  palsy.  But  it  is  not 
from  an  injury  of  the  cerebellum.  And  always  so,  in  fact.  The  cerebral  affection 
having  givenr  yon  it,  I  shall  leave  it,  with-  seems  to  overpower  and  master  that  of  the 
out  £uther  comment,  to  your  consideration,  cerebellum.     Whatever  the  explanation  may 

Mr.  Mayo's  words  are :  **  Where  the  de-  be,  the  palsy  has  been  found  to  occur  on  the 
cnssating  fascicnli  of  the  anterior  pyramid  side  opposite  to  the  lesion  in  the  brain  pro- 
plunge  into  the  opposite  half  of  the  spinal  per ;  and  not  to  occur  on  the  side  opposite 
marrow,  they  are  implicated,  in  a  wonderful  to  the  lesion  in  the  little  brain.  This  is  a 
<^ioH*»f««  of  sntsr-tejAore,  with  fibres,  which,  very  singular  foct,  of  which  Andral  relates 
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four  or  five  examples.  Bat  I  suspect  that  hsmorrhage  of  the  optic  thalamua  has  beeo 
tb«y  will  ultimately  take  their  place  among  supposed  to  determine  paralysis  of  the  leg. 
the  "  anomalous"  cases.  As  facts  multi-  So  much  have  these  distinctions  been  con- 
ply,  the  law  will,  I  conjecture,  be  found  to  fided  in,  that  the  honour  of  having  first 
be  a  different  one.  pointed  them  out  has  actually,  in  ^ance, 
The  complex  structure  of  the  brain,  and  been  made  a  subject  of  dispute.  Now  it  is 
the  HJHfitnilftr  consequences  that  ensue,  in  plain  that  one  example  of  the  contrary  effect 
different  cases,  from  its  injury  or  disease,  of  these  particular  lesions,  would  suffice  to 
lead  directly  to  the  belief  not  only  that  the  upset  the  whole  theory  :  but  fMsny  such  ex. 
organ  subserves  several  distinct  functions,  ceptions  have,  in  fact,  been  noticed.  It  was 
but  also  that  separate  parts  or  sections  of  it  with  the  view  of  settling  this  question  that 
hold  peculiar  and  definite  relations  with  Andral  collected  and  collated  the  75  cases  of 
other  portions  of  the  body.  Ingenious  men  cerebral  hemorrhage  to  which  I  lately  re- 
have  even  attempted  to  settle  these  points  ferred.  In  each  of  these  75  cases  the  dot  off 
experimentally.  By  wounding  or  removing  blood  was  sufficiently  limited  to  allow  of 
various  portions  in  succession  of  the  cerebri  that  case  being  applied  towards  the  solution 
mass  in  living  animals,  and  comparing  the  of  the  controverted  points, 
results,  they  have  endeavoured  to  assign  to  In  40  of  the  75,  both  the  leg  and  the  arm 
^each  portion  its  particular  province  and  were  paralyzed  together.  And  where  was 
function.  But,  to  say  nothing  of  the  re-  the  place  of  the  hsemorrhage  in  these  40 
markable  differences  which  exist  between  cases?  Why,  in  21  of  them  the  corpus 
the  cerebral  functions  in  man  and  in  the  in-  striatum  was  the  only  part  injured  ;  and  in 
ferior  animals,  there  is  an  unavoidable  19  of  them  the  optic  thalamus  was  the  only 
source  of  fallacy  common  to  all  such  experi-  part  injured.  Thus  you  see,  according  to 
ments.  We  cannot  reach  the  particular  spot  the  theory  just  explained,  in  about  one-half 
in  the  brain  upon  which  the  contrived  in-  of  these  cases  the  arm  alone  tkould  have 
jury  is  to  be  inflicted,  withiout  penetrating  been  palsied,  and  in  about  half  the  leg 
and  hurting  various  other  parts ;  and  from  ah>ne  :  whereas  both  leg  and  arm  were  pal- 
these  combined  injuries  (dangerous,  indeed,  sied  in  them  all. 

and  often  fiital  in  themselves)  arise  symp-  Again,  in  23  of  the  75  cases  the  palsy  was 

toms   which  the   experimenter  may  erro-  confined  to  the  arm.     Therefore,  according 

neously  conclude  to  be  characteristic  of  the  to  the  theory,  the  injury  should  have  been 

lesion  originally  in  his  contemplation.  confined  to  the  corpus  striatum.     What  was 

Much  more  accurate  and  satisfactory  data  the  fact  ?    Why,  in  this  class  of  cases  also 

for  the  determination   of   tlus  interesting  there  was  as  nearly  as  possible  an  equal 

class  of  questions,  would  seem  to  be  fur-  sharing  of  the  injury  between  the  two  parts  : 

nished  by  the  spontaneous  operation  of  dis-  in  11  of  the  23  the  corpus  striatum  alone 

ease,  and  especially  of  the  disease  we  are  suffered ;  in  10  the  optic  thalamus  alone ;  in 

now  considering.    The  ii\jury  done  to  the  two  the  space  between  them, 

cerebral  substance  by  the  eruption  of  blood  Once  more :  there  were,  as  I  stated  before, 

is  not  less  sudden,  nor  less  mechanical,  than  12  out  of  the  75  cases  in  which  the  leg  alone 

in  the  experiments  or  contrived  observations  was  palsied.     Consequently,  in  all  of  these 

to  which  I  have  alluded.     It  is  capable  also,  12,  if  the  theory  were  sound,  there  should 

in  many  instances,  of  exact  appreciation  in  have  been  damage  of  the  optic  thalamus  only . 

regard   to  its  extent;   the   parts  which  lie  But  in  10  of  them  the  mischief  was  confined 

round  the  seat  of  the  effusion  remain  undis-  to  the  corpus  striatum ;  in  2  only  to  the 

turbed ;  and  above  all,  the  organ  that  is  the  optic  thalamus. 

subject  of  our   observation  is  the  human  Gall  had  conjectured  that  the  faculty  of 

brain  itself.  speech  was  placed  under  the  governance  of 

Attempts  hsive  accordingly  been  made  to  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  brain :  and  Bouil- 
connect  particular  symptoms  with  the  disor-  land  has  endeavoured  to  support  that  opi- 
ganizatlon  of  particular  parts  of  the  brain,  nion  by  a  number  of  fact<  observed  in  con- 
These  attempts  can  boast,  as  yet,  it  must  be  nexion  with  cerebral  hemorrhage  ;  but  Cm- 
confessed,  but  little  success.  Very  few,  if  veilhier  has  brought  forward  several  curious 
any,  of  the  conclusions  hitherto  advanced  instances  in  which  the  loss  of  speech  was  a 
upon  this  intricate  subject  can  be  relied  on.  prominent  symptom,  while  the  disease  waa 
Yet  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be  informed  not  found  in  the  anterior  lobe,  but  in  some 
of  them.  other  part  of  the  brain. 

Because  palsy  of  the  arm  is,  in  general,  Andral,  with  his  accustomed  industry,  has 

more  complete,  snd  more  persistent,  than  accumulateii  evidence  upon  this  point  also, 

palsy  of  the  leg,  it  has  been  maintained  that  In  37  cases  of  cei^bral  hemorrhage  ob- 

the  former,  the  paralysis  of  the  arm,  is  to  be  served  by  himself  or  by  others,  in  which  Uie 

ascribed    to    hemorrhage    of    the    corpus  morbid  condition  occupied  one  or  both  of 

ttriaium,  which  seems  to  be  more  common  the  anterior  lobes,  the  power  of  speech  waa 

than  any  other ;  and  upon  similar  grounds  abolished  21  times,  and  unaffected  16  times. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN  AMD  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.                133 

On  the  other  hand,  he  has  collected  14  Another  dangeroua  state  for  such  persons 

cases,  in  which  the  power  of  speech  was  arises  whenever  the  free  escape  of  the  blood 

lost,  yet  no  alteratkm  had  taken  place  m  from  the  head  is  suddenly  obstructed.     I 

the  anterior  lobes.     In  7  of  these  14  cases  have  adverted  to  this  before.     Certain  dis- 

the  lesion  was  situated  in  the  middle  lobes ;  eases,  chiefly  thoracic,  which  tend  to  keep 

and  in  the  other  7   in  the  posterior  lobes  the  veins  of  the  head  inordinately  full,  rank 

of  the  brain.  among  the  predisponnff  causes  of  apoplexy. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  are  But,  upon  the  very  same  principle,  various 

certain  distinct  parts  of  the  brain  which  in-  conditions,  which  are  temporary  only,  may 

fluence  respectively  the  upper  and  lower  operate  as  exciting  causes.      By  what  is 

limbs  ;  inasmuch  as  they  are  often  sepa-  called  "  holding  the  breath,"  whether  upon 

rately  palsied  :  and  since  the  loss  of  speech  an  inspiration  or  expiration,  the  transit  of 

is  occasionally  the  only,  or  the  most  promi-  the  blood  through  the  lungs  is  impeded: 

nent  symptom,   while   in  other  cases  the  and  the  check  is  felt  (through  the  pulmonary 

speech  is  not  affected  at  all,  we  cannot  but  artery,  right  chambers  of  the  heart,  and  great 

believe  that  this  faculty  is  under  the  special  veins)  in  the  vessels  of  the  head.     And  tills 

guidance  of  some  definite  part  within  the  effect  is  increased  when  etraining  is  at  the 

cranium.     But  the  firsts  that  I  have  just  same  time  performed ;   that  is,  when  a  deep 

been  quoting,  shew,  in  the  most  convincing  breath  is  taken  and  retained,   while  some 

manner,  that  we  are  not  able,  as  yet,   to  muscular  forcing  effort  is  made, 

allot  these  separate  functions  to  their  proper  Under  this  principle  fall  a  number  of 

spots  in  the  cerebral  mass.  bodily'  acts,  which,  however  harmless  in  a 

healthy  frvme,  are  not  without  peril  to  a 

Exciting  cmue9» — I  dwelt  some  little  time,  person  having  a  predisposition  to  apoplexy, 

in  a  previous  lecture,  upon  the  circumstances  The  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  and 

that  give  warning  to  the  patient,  or  to  his  therefore  in  the  head,  is  checked  in  the  acts 

physician,  that  the  former  is  in  danger  of  of  coughing,  vomiting,  sneezing,  laughing, 

being  smitten  with  apoplexy.     And  the  great  crying,  shouting,  and  so  forth.     You  cannot 

use  of  being  acquainted  with  these  circum-  have  looked  at  a  person  in  a  violent  parox- 

stances,  and  of  looking  out  for  them,  consists  ysm  of  coughing  without  seeing  that  it  pro- 

in  the  opportunity  and  the  authoriiy,  which  duced  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head, 

they  furnish,  for  enforcing,  upon  the  person  or  rather  a  congested  state  of  the  veins  of 

in  whom  they  manifest  themselves,  the  abso-  the  head.     The  jarring  pain  in  the  head 

lute  necessity  of  avoiding  all  the  avoidable  which  is  apt  to  follow  each  succussion  of  the 

exciting  causes  of  the  disease.     But  our  cough  depends  upon  this  principle :  which  is 

means  of  advising  him  will  be  very  imperfect  often  strikingly  exemplified  in  young  chil- 

if  we  have  not  carefully  considered  what  these  dren  labouring  under  hooping-cough.     They 

exciting  causes  are.     I  propose  to  devote  a  turn  purple  in  the  face,  and  become  giddy ; 

few  minutes,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  and  not  uncommonly  ecchymosis  of  the  con- 

of  the  ciroimistances  that  are  apt  to  bring  on  junctiva  occurs,  giving  fearfol  evidence  of 

tiie  attack.     There  are  many  cases  of  apo-  what  might  just  as  well  take  place  within 

plexy  in  which  we  cannot  trace  the  operation  the  cranium.     It  is  not  very  unusual  for  the 

of  any  such  causes  :  but  in  many  other  cases  whole  of  the  white  part  of  the  eye  to  be- 

their  influence  is  decidedly  marked ;  and  the  come  suddenly  blood-shotten  in  tiiese  vio- 

avoidance  of  them,  while  it  is  important  to  lent  fits  of  coughing ;  and  convulsions  even 

all  who  shew  a  disposition  to  apoplectic  dis-  happen  under  the  like  circumstances, 

ease,  is  especially  so  to  those  who  having  Straining  at  stool  is  a  common  exciting 

once  suffered  an  attack,  haws  reason  to  dread  cause  of  apoplexy  in  those  who  are  predis- 

a  repetition  of  it.  posed  to  it.     And  this  is  one  of  the  worst 

In  the  first  place,  any  thing  which  is  cal-'  dangers  attending  costiveness  of  the  bowels 
culated  to  hurry  the  circulation,  and  to  in-  in  old  people :  but  it  is  one  which  it  is  often 
crease  the  force  of  the  heart's  action,  islikely  in  our  power  effectually  to  obviate.  It  is 
to  operate  as  an  exciting  cause  of  apoplexy :  more  within  our  control  than  a  bad  cough 
rimply  by  augmenting  the  momentum  of  the  could  be.  Any  kind  of  straining  indeed  is 
blood  against  the  sides  of  the  cerebral  ves-  equally  perilous.  A  very  good  illustration 
sels,  wUch  in  advanced  life  are  so  often  dis-  of  this  danger  was  recently  afforded  by  a 
eased  and  weak.  Strong  bodily  exercise  patient  of  my  own.  He  was  attacked  with 
therefore  is  a  t|iing  to  be  avoided  by  all  per-  apoplexy  on  his  way  to  Ascot  races  ;  and 
sons  in  whom  the  predisposition  to  apoplexy  upon  recovering  somewhat,  was  found  to  be 
has  declared  itself.  It  is  of  much  impor-  paralytic  on  one  side  of  the  body.  He  was 
tance  to  make  patients  aware  of  this;  brought  back  to  town,  when  I  saw  him. 
for  many  persons  think,  when  they  labour  After  some  time  he  regained  the  power  of 
under  uncomfortable  bodily  feelings  of  any  using  the  affected  limbs  to  a  very  considerable 
kind,  they  may  get  rid  of  them  by  a  brisk  extent ;  so  as  to  be  able  to  walk  about,  and 
walk  ;  or  by  galloping  some  mUes  over  the  follow  his  business,  which  was  that  of  a  job- 
country  on  horseback.  master,  or  proprietor  of  a  livery  stable.     I 
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cautioned  him  seriously,  inier  aliOf  against  apoplectic  people.     Giddiness,  and  soma  de« 

straining  :  but  I  suppose  he  forgot  my  cau-  gree  of  confusion  of  thought,  are  apt  to  b» 

tion.     For,  when  getting  up  one  morning,  occasioned  in  most  persons  by  long  stooping, 

he  tugged  violently  in  attempting  to  pull  on  There  is  one  peculiar  posture   or  position 

a  damp  boot,  and  in  the  miiUt  of  his  efforts  mentioned  by  Dr.  Fothergill  as  being  very 

fell  back  insensible  :  and  from  this  relapse  unsafe,  especially  for  short-necked  persons — 

he  never  fairly  recovered.  viz.  that  position  which  is  assumed  when  w# 

To  the  same  principle  are  to  be  referred  a  turn  the  head  to  look  backwards  for  any  length 

variety  of  things  which  a  patient,  in  danger  of  time  without  turning  the  rest  of  the  body  $ 

of  this  disease,  must  most  earefully  avoid,  in  fact,  a  twisting  of  the  neck.     In  this  ac- 

Lifting  heavy  weights ;  leaping ;  striking  a  tion  the  jugular  veins  are  more  or  less  ob- 

hardblow;  playing  on  wind  instruments;  even  structed.     He  gives  an  account  of  a  man 

long  and  loud  talking.     Dr.  Abercrombie  who  was  seized  with   apoplexy  as  he  waa 

relates    two    instances    of   fatal  apoplexy  crossing  the  Thames  in  an  open  boat ;  he 

brought  on  (as  it  would  seem)  by  a  sustained  having  kept  his  eye  fixed  upon  a  particular 

exertion  of  the  voice :  one  of  the  attacks  ship  until,  and  after,  he  bad  been  rowed  past 

happened  to  a  clergyman  during  the  dellTcry  her.     On  the  very  same  principle  tight  liga- 

of  his  sermon ;  the  other  to  a  literary  man  tures  worn  about  the  neck,  and  compressing 

while  speaking   in  a  public  assembly.    In  the  jugular  veins,  may  bring  on  apoplexy ; 

both  cases  a  urge  quantity  of  blood    was  the  wearing  a  tight  neckcloth,  for  example, 

found    extravasated  within  and  upon  the  A  continental  writer  informs  us  that  a  Swedish 

brain.    Dr.  James  Gregory  used  to  mention  officer,,  who  was  desirous  that  his  men  should 

a  patient  of  his,  an  officer  in  the  army,  who  look  well  in  the  face,  caused  them  to  wear 

hadapoplexy,andin  whom  the  attack  had  been  tight  stocks ;  and  the  consequence  was  thai 

preceded  by  pains  of  the  head,  and  giddiness,  in  a  short  time  a  great  many  in  that  r^- 

upon  his  giving  the  word  of  command,  and  ment  died  of  apoplexy.     Dr.  Abercrombie 

particularly  when   dwelling  upon  the  last  quotes  from  Zitzilius  the  case  of  a  boy  who 

sound ;  that  is,  when  he  made  a  long  expi-  had  drawn  his  neckloth  remarkably  tight,  and 

ration.     Precisely  of  the  same  kind  is  a  case  was  whipping  a  top,   stooping  and  rising 

told  by  Van  Swieten,  of  a  singer  who  was  alternately.     After  a  short  time  he  fell  down 

obliged  at  length  to  abandon  her  vocation  by  apoplectic.     The  neckcloth  being  loosened, 

reason  of  gradually  increasing  vertigo  when*  and  blood  drawn  from  the  jugular  vein,  he 

ever  she  had  to  hold  a  high  note.    Violent  speedily  recovered. 

emotion  is  another  exciting  cause.     Large        There  is  one  very  powerful  exciting  cause 

fires,  crowded  rooms,  the  heat  even  of  the  of  apoplexy,   in   those  predisposed  to  it, 

sun,  will  tend   to.  produce  apoplexy,   and  which  I  need  only  refer  to  now,  because  the 

therefore  ought  to  be  shunned  by  those  who  facts  that  have  been  observed  in  proof  of  its 

have  a  tendency  to  that  disease.    The  warm  agency  were  fully  detailed  in  a  former  part 

bath  is  not  without  hazard  to  such  persons,  of  the  course ;    I  mean  exposure  to  oold. 

This  is  so  well  known,  I  understand,  at  Bath,  You  will  recollect  my  telling  you  that  the 

that  the  physicians  there  wiU  not  allow  pa-  number  of  deaths  in  London  from  apoplexy 

ralytic  patients,  in  whom  the  paralysis  has  vd  palsy  in  the  month  of  January  1795, 

been  connected  with  apoplexy — ^hemiplegic  which  was  a.  bitterly  oold  month,  very  much 

patients,  for  example — to  go  into  their  hot  exceeded  the  number    in    the    month    of 

baths.     The  excitement  of  drunkenness,  and  January   1796,   which  was    a   remarkably 

the  venereal  excitement,  are  not  uncommon  nuld  month.      The  cold  operates  in  two 

causes  of  apoplexy,  especially  in  old  persons,  ways,  in  the  production  of  apoplexy.     In 

I  had  a  man  of  middle  age  under  my  care  ^^  fi>^  place  it  drives  the  blood   from 

during  the  spring  of  1837,  in  whom  a  most  ^^   surface,    and    accumulates    it   in    the 

awful  attack  of  apoplexy  came  on  under  cir-  large  vessels  of  the  interior  of  the  body, 

cumstanoes  just  as  I  have  now  referred  to;  He  ai^d  so  increases  the  stress  upon  theoere* 

had  dined  at  a  large  festive  party,  and  after-  bral  arteries.     And  in   the  second  place, 

wards  accompanied  a  woman  wiUi  whom  he  ^^  cold  has  a  great  influence  in  causing  or 

was  acquainted  to  a  brothel ;   and  he  was  aggravating  affections  of  the  che9t ;  and  the 

struck  withpalsyduringtfae  act  of  intercourse,  return  of  the  Venous  blood  from  the  head 

He  was  long  unable  to  speak ;  and  he  stUl  u  impeded,  in  the  manner  just  now  ex. 

remains,  and  probably  will  ever  lemain,  a  plained,  by  fits  of  coughing  and  obstructed 

cripple;  imperfectly- hemiplegic.  respiration. 

I  have  been  since  consulted  upon  the  case  of        This  influence  of  external  cold,  and  pro« 

an  old  gentleman  residing  in  France,  in  whom  bably  certain  barometric  conditions  also  of 

an  attempt  at  sexual  connexion  was  attended  ^  atmosphere,  help  to  explain,  what  I  am 

with  similar  consequences.  aure  I  have  several  times  had  experience  of» 

«lheGod.areju.t.andofourplea«mtvices  ^^^l  ^^^  f^^^"^?  ^^^^^'^f  ^^  '^ 

Make  instnimenU  to  scourge  us>  ^^^^*  <>'  apoplectic  seizures. 

There  ia  an  alleged  exciting  cause  of  care- 

Poiturt  again  has  no  small  effect  upon  bral  haemorrhage,  which  I  think  it  the  more 
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aece—ary  to  consider,  becaiue  I  beUeve  that  often  exceed  the  momentmn  prodaced  by  a 

yery  erroneous  notions  prevail  about  it,  even  hypertrophic  heart  in  the  cereoral  arteries  of 

among  pathologists  of  eminence.     I  allude  persons  who  are  tranquil  and  at  rest.    But 

to    the    imputed    dependence   of   cerebral  apoplectic  seizures  are  frequent  under  the 

haemorrhage  upon  hypertrophy  of  the  left  Utter  circumstances,  infrequent  under  the 

▼eutride  of  the  heart.     It  has  been  supposed  former.    We  must  look,  thmfore,  for  some* 

that  the  powerful  contractions  of  a  yentricle  thing  more  than  the  mere  hypertrophy  to 

thusmorbidlystrongAay  drive  forwards  the  expUin  the  coincidence.    Now  (supposing 

blood  with  such  unusual  force,  as  to  strain  tiie  absence  of  any  check  to  the  flow  of  blood 

and  burst  the  cerebral  arteries.     Dr.  Hope,  from  the  head  through  the  veins)  that  some- 

in  his  very  complete  .work  upon  Diseases  of  thing  is  to  be  found  in  diteate  of  the  arterial 

the  Heart,  uses  these  words : — **  Instances  of  system. 

apoplexy  supervening  upon  hypertrophy  have  When  the  arteries  of  the  brain  are  ossified, 

been  so  frequently  noticed,  that  the  rdation  or  changed,  and  rendered  brittle  in  the  way 

of  the  two,  as  eame  and  <^ac/,  is  one  of  the  I  yesterday  described,  the  eommemeememt  qf 

beet  established  doctrines  of  modem  patho-  the  aorta  also  is  found,  in  a  great  majority 

logy."    And  similar  opinions  are  entertained  of  cases,  to  be  the  seat  of  similar  alterations ; 

by  the  most  distinguished  of  the   French  and,  often,  to  be  sensibly  dilated.     Now  the 

writers  on  this  subject ;  Andral,  Bouillaud,  mere  albuminous  deposit  beneath  its  inner 

Cruveilhier.     I  think  they  are  all  wrong  :  tunic  must  seriously  impair  the  elasticity  of 

or  that  at  least  they  state  their  proposition  the  vessel ;  and  in  this  way  the  free  passage 

much  too  broadly,  and  generally.  of  the  blood  out  of  the  heart  will  be  im- 

I  fully  admit,  no  less  from  my  own  obser-  peded ;    and  the   dilatation   of   the   aorta 

vation  than  upon  the  testimony  of  others,  at    that    part    will    produce    the     same 

the  frequent  coincidence  of  haemorrhage  of  hindrance  more  certainly  and  in  a  greater 

the  brain  and  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ven-  measure.     Still  more  effectually  and  obvi- 

tricle  of  the  heart ;  but  I  distrust  the  reason-  ously  will  any  contraction  of  the  outlet  prove 

faig  which  would  ^ways  connect  these  events  an  impediment.     It  is  in  consequence  of 

with  each  other  as  cause  and  effect.     They  these  mechanical  obstacles  to  the  free  exit  of 

may,  sometimes,  have  that  relation ;  but  I  the  blood  'from  the  left  ventricle,  that  the 

have  long  thought  that  in  most  cases,  if  not  walls  of  that  chamber,  urged  to  more  vi- 

in  all,  the  ooinddenoe  is  capable  of  being  gorous  contraction,  become  thicker  and  more 

explained  upon  other  and  more  satisfactory  powerful.     The  hypertrophy  is  the  natural 

principles.  compensation  for  the  morbid  state  of  the 

In  the  first  place,  hypertrophy  of  the  left  aorta ;   without  it  the  heart  would  much 

ventricle  of  the  heart  is  very  frequently,  far  sooner  become  unable  to  propel  its  contents 

more  frequently  than  not,  accompanied  by  at  all :  and  the  hypertrophy  does  not  often, 

'Other    structural   changes  of   that  organ :  I  fancy,  become  greater  than  is  needful  for 

changes  which  imply  some  impediment  to  the  its  purpose.  The  strength  of  the  left  ventricle, 

eircnlation ;  changes  which  involve  or  influ-  therefore,  in  such  cases,  is  not  a  true  measure 

ence  its  right  chambers  also.    In  fact,  disease  of  the  force  with  which  the  blood  is  driven  into 

of  the  right  heart  is  not  very  often  seen,  with-  the  distant  arteries.  Quite  the  contrary.  It  is 

out  disease  of  the  left ;  and  one  of  the  com-  a  measure  of  the  difficulty  with  which  the 

monest  forms  of  alteration  to  which  the  left  blood  is    circulated  through  the  primary 

side  is  liable,  is  hypertrophy  of  its  ventricle,  branehea,  and  therefore  through  the  entire 

Now  I  have  already  pointed  out  to  you  the  system  of  the  arteries.      It   indicates  the 

connexion  which  sometimes  subsists  between  diminiahed  force  with  which  the  blood  is 

cerebral  hsemorrhage  and  such  disease  of  the  likely  to  reach  the  cerebral  vessels.    And  in 

heart  as  obstructs  the  ready  and  regular  de-  point  of  fact  you  ^11  find  in  many  cases  of 

soent  of  Uie  blood  from  the  head  through  the  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle — I  do  not 

veins.    Afany  of  the  cases  of  apoplexy  oc-  say  in  all,  but  certainly  in  very  many — you 

earring  in  persons  who  have  previously  had  will  find  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  to  be  dispro* 

eardiac  hypertrophy  are,  «I   really  bdieve,  tionatdy  small  and  feeble.     So  that,  in  these 

cases  of  this  kind.    Hie  brain  aiffection  is  cases,  instead   of   regarding    the    cerebral 

dependent,  in  part,  upon  disease  of  the  heart,  hsmorrhage  as  the  ^eet  of  the  hypertrophy 

but  not  upon  the  preternatural  strength  of  (acknowledging,  as  I  do,  the  frequent  coex« 

its  left  ventricle.    The  heart  acts  morbidly  istence  of  these  morbid  conditions)  I  have 

upon  the  brain  through  the  veins,  and  not  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  apoplexy 

thitiugh  the  arteries.  and  hypertrophy  as  eoneomitant  effects  qf 

But  there  is  another  reason  for  the  coin-  the  tame  cause;  vix.  of  disease  pervading 

ddenoe ;  and  here  the  arteries  are  concerned,  the  arterial  tree.    The  hypertrophy  of  the 

No  one  can  doubt  that  the  momentum,  left  ventricle  is  the  effect  of  the  diseased  con- 

with  which  the  blood  reaches  the  cerebral  ditionof  the  aorta  at  its  mouth  ;  the  cerebral 

arteries,  in  healthy  pemns,  under  violent  •  hsemorrhage  is  the  effect  of  the  same  dia« 

bodily  exerdae  or  mental  axdtement,  must  eased  condition  of  the  arteries  in  the  bnda« 
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When  you  find  each  of  these  leaoiui,  and  as  life  is  eoncerned,  may  he  pronoimced 

nothing  to  retard  the  Tenons  current,  you  faTOorahle. 

may,  I  heUeve,  safely  apply  this  explanation  Among  the  symptoms  that  helong  to  the 

of  the  occnrrence  of  apoplexy.  apoplectic  condition  itself,  there  are  some 

Haying  again  referred  to  the  frequent  ex-  which  experience  has  selected  as  being  most 

istende  of  disease  in  the  cerebral  arteries  as  espedally  of  evil  omen :  and  it  is  well  worth 

a  predisposing  cause  of  luemorrhage  within  your  while  to  remark  that  these  discouraging 

tiie  brain,  I  will  just  point  out,  before  I  signs  relate,  almost  all  of  them,  to  the  auto- 

leaye  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  Ught  which  matic  functions  of  the  cnmio-spinal  axis, 

that  fact  throws  upon  the  circumstance  that  T^e  open,  fixed,  unwinking  eye ;  the  explo- 

sanguineous  apoplexy  is  so  peculiarly  a  dis-  siye  flapping  of  the  cheeks  in  expiration ; 

ease  of  advanced  life.     Earthy  concretions  the  inability  to  swallow ;  the  slow,  sighingv 

in  the  coats  of  the  arteries  are  so  frequent  interrupted  breathing;  the  loosening  of  the 

in  the  later  periods  of  existence,  that  they  sphincter  muscles  of  the  bladder  and  anus ; 

are  met  with,  according  to  Bichat,  in  seven  in-  these  are  fstal  symptoms,  and  these  all  de« 

dividuals  out  of  ten  of  those  who  die  beyond  pcnd  upon  the  exdto-motory  portion  of  the 

the  age  of  sixty :    and  Dr.  Baillie  con-  nervous  system.     Perhaps  the  profuse  sweat 

sidered  ossification  to  be  much  more  com-  tiiat  so  often  attends  the  process  of  dissolution 

mon  in  old  persons  than  a  healthy  state  of  may  be  referred  to  the  same  source ;   the 

the  arteries.  whole  tone  of  the  various  tissues  being  lost 

or  relaxed.     I  would  not  say  that  no  o^ 

Pro^moHf .— In  the  account  which  I  have  of  these  symptoms  is  ever  recovered  from ; 

endeavoured  to  give  you  of  the  symptoms  of  but  I  may  say  that  of  twenty  patients  in 

apoplexy,  of  the  different  modes  in  which  the  whom  such  phsenomena  occur  nineteen  wiU 

attack  may  commenoe,andof  thevariousmor-  die. 

bid  appearancesdiscoveredwithin  the  cranium  Now  symptoms  of  this  kind  may  be  ez- 

in  the  fatal  cases,  I  have  already  embodied  pected  to  arise,  if  there  be  luemorrhage  in 

almost  all  that  can  be  stated,  with  any  con-  or  near  the  medulla  oblongata^  or  if  there  be 

fidenoe,  respecting  the  special  diagnosis  and  mischief  so  extensive  in  £e  brain  aa  to  cause 

the  prognosis  of  the  disease.    The  one  of  pressure  upon  the  medulla  oblongata.    We 

these  foUows  the  other  :  the  exact  diagnosis  should  reason  out  the  likelihood  that  such 

being  known,  the  prognosis  is  seldom  diffi-  sjrmptoms  would  be  of  bad  augury.     But 

eult.    By  the  diagnosis,  however,  I  do  not  the  fad  that  they  are  so  was  ascertained  long 

now  mean  simply  the  recognition  of  the  dis-  before  the  theory  which  accounts  for  them 

ease  as  a  case  of  apoplexy  :  of  that  general  was  devised.    The  fact  is  independent  of  the 

diagnosis,  of  the  means  of  distingniahing  the  theory,  and  for  that  reason  helps  wonderfiiUy 

coma  of  apoplexy  from  the  coma  caused  by  to  confirm  it. 
opium  or  alcohol,  I  told  you  all  that  I  know 

in  a  former  lecture.    But  I  use  the  term  diag-  TVeatmeni    ^f  apoplejpy,-^The    older 

nosis  now  in  a  stricter  sense,  and  in  reference  writers  entertained  some  very  false  notions 

to  the  distinctions  that  exist  between  one  in  respect  to  the  distinction  between  sangui- 

e<ue  of  apoplexy  and  another:  and  I  say  neous  and  serous  apoplexy.     They  laid  it 

that  in  proportion  to  the  accuracy  with  which  down  that  apoplexy  resulting  from  extrava- 

we  may  be  capable  of  determining  the  pre-  sation  of  blood  within  the  cranium  was  de- 

cise  condition  of  the  contents  of  the  skull,  noted  by  flushing  of  the  face,  and  strength 

will  be  the  facility  of  predicting  the  issue  of  of  the  pulse ;  and  that  it  was  a  disease  of 

the  complaint.     Let  me  remind  you,  then,  persons  in  the  vigour  of  life :  while  apoplexjr 

that  when  a  patient  suddenly  becomes  apo-  resulting  from  the  effusion  of  serum  waa 

plectic,  we  cannot  teH  whether  there  be  marked  by  paleness  of  the  countenance,  and 

effusion  of  blood,  or  effusion  of  serum,  or  no  weakness  of  the  pubse ;    and  oocurred  in- 

effusion  at  all  within  the  cranium:  and  there-  the  old  and  the  infirm:  and  they  directed 

fore  the  diagnosis  must  be  precarious  and  their  practice  according  to  this  distinction, 

nnoertain.    If,  after  the  use  of  suitable  re-  After  what  has  already  been  said,  I  need  not 

medies,  the  coma  persists  for  many  houn,  tell  you  that  this  classification  of  apoplexies 

tike  prognosis  becomes  worse.      In  those  could  not  have  been  founded  upon  the  actual 

cases  which  begin  with  pain  of  head,  faint-  observation  of  disease :  and  that  our  treat- 

ness,  and.  nausea,  and  which  pass  on  to  coma,  ment,  now  a  days,  is  not  regulated  by  any 

the  prognosis  is  positively  bad ;  for  the  diag-  such  erroneous  theory, 

nosis  is  easy,  and  we  are  tolerably  certain  Nevertheless,  I  do  not  mean  altogether  to 

that  a  blood-vessel  has  given  way,  and  that  praise  the  modem  practice  in  apoplexy ;  for 

a  large  quantity  of  blood  has  ploughed  up  the  it  is  often  one  of  mere  routine.     Practitionera 

substance  of  the  brain.     In  the  paralytic  are  very  apt,  in  this  as  in  other  instances, 

cases  also,  if  coma  supervenes,  the  prognosis  to  be  guided  in  their  choice  of  remedies  by 

is  gloomy:   but  frequently  coma  does  not  the  name  of  the  disease,  and  to  treat  aU 

supervene,  andtfaen  our  prognosis,  as  far  cases  of  apoplexy  alike.     I  remember  being 
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mndk  amaied  by  the  perplexity  which  a  been  of  internal  instead  of  external  origin, 
friend  of  mine  once  told  me  he  had  felt  on  If  the  pulse  be  foil,  or  hard,  or  thrilUng 
being  sommoned  by  letter  many  miles  (sometimes  it  feels  like  a  tense  -vibrating 
into  the  oomitry  to  see  a  gentleman  who  had  rope),  or  if  there  are  obyions  external  signs 
been  stmck  with  apoplexy.  As  he  posted  of  plethora  of  the  head,  you  mnst  abstract 
down  he  earnestly  revolved  in  his  mind  blood.  You  are  not  to  refrain  fit>m  bleeding 
what  he  might  be  able  to  advise  when  he  the  patient  because  he  is  pale,  if  his  pulse 
should  reach  the  house  of  sickness.  He  warrants  it :  nor  may  you  omit  taking  blood 
felt  confident  that  the  patient  must  already  if  the  head  and  face  be  turgid,  although  the 
have  been  copiously  bled  ;  cupped,  or  pulse  be  small ;  for  that  smallness  may  de- 
leeched  ;  bUstmd ;  and  thoroughly  dosed  jpend  upon  organic  disease  of  the  heart, 
with  calomel,  senna,  and  croton  oil.  Mns*  On  the  contrary,  if  his  skin  is  pale  and 
tard  poultices  had  doubtless  been  applied  to  cold,  and  his  pulse  feeble  or  flickering,  you 
his  legs.  My  friend  was  distressed  to  think  would  probably  ensure  your  patient's  death, 
that  while  much  would  be  expected,  nothing  or  determine  the  accession  of  palsy,  if  you 
would  be  left  for  him  to  do  wortiiy  of  so  withdrew  from  the  frdling  hearty  and  blood- 
long  a  journey,  and  so  heavy  an  expense  to  vessels  a  portion  of  their  natural^  stimulus, 
the  patient.  A  clyster  of  turpentine  might  I  can  only  invite  your  attention  to  these 
yet,  perhaps,  be  an  untried  expedient.  His  broad  features  of  distinction.  Being  once 
cogitations  were  cut  short,  however,  and  his  taught  to  look  for  and  attend  to  them,  your 
oares  relieved,  by  an  express  which  met  him  own  judgment  mnst  instruct  you  as  to  what 
half-way  on  the  road  to  announce  that  the  may  be  needfol  in  particular  cases.  To  this, 
patient  was  dead.  Now  this  is  the  routine  as  to  most  other  diseases,  the  remark  of 
of  which  I  speak ;  most  proper  in  many  Boerhaave  is  strictly  applicable,  who  declares 
cases ;  unnecessary  in  others  ;  pernicious  in  that  he  knows  of  nothing  which  can  be  called 
some.  Tliere  are  persons  who  seem  to  a  remedy,  **  quin  solo  tempestivo  usu  tale 
think  that  they  have  not  done  their  patient  fiat." 

justiceif  any  part  of  this  active  intermeddling  Having  made  up  your  mind  as  to  the 
has  been  omitted.  Others  regard  depletion  general  indications  of  treatment,  you  wUl 
as  being  worse  than  useless,  and  trust  en-  pursue  them  steadily  in  detail.  If  the 
tirely  to  stimulants  and  cordials.  These  are  patient  to  whom  you  are  summoned  be 
still  more  dangerous  routinien  than  the  stupid  and  drowsy  rather  than  fiunt,  and  his 
others :  but  they  are  fewer  in  number.  pulse  and  appearance  warrant  the  conclusion 
Our  practice  wonld  indeed  be  much  easier  of  plethora  capitis,  the  first  thing  to  be  done 
than  it  is,  if  we  could  thus  make  one  plan  fit  is  to  place  him  in  a  semi-recumbent  positiont 
all  cases  which  are,  nominally,  the  same,  with  his  head  raised ;  to  loosen  any  .tight 
But  I  need  not,  now,  tell  you  that  diseases  parts  of  his  dress,  especially  his  neck-doth 
alike  in  name — aye,  and  alike  in  their  essen-  and  shirt  collar,  and  whatever  might  press 
tial  nature— are  often  widely  different  in  upon  the  neck ;  and  then  as  quickly  aa  pos* 
tiieir  circumstances.  I  formerly  explained  sible  to  bleed  him  from  the  arm.  We  know 
to  you  that  certain  symptoms  tell  us  what  that  in  some  cases  the  apoplectic  state 
the  disease  is ;  but  that  we  are  often  obliged  occurs,  when  as  yet  no  injury  has  been  dona 
to  look  to  other  symptoms,  which  may  tell  to  the  brain  ;  no  effusion,  no  laceration,  of 
us  what  we  are  to  do.  I  know  of  no  rule  its  texture ;  and  we  may  hope,  by  timely 
so  Hkely  to  guide  you  aright  as  that  laid  and  vigorous  measures,  to  prevent  these 
down  generally  by  Cnllen,  of  ohwating  the  terrible  evils.  We  never  can  be  sure  that 
tendency  to  death.  You  must  examine  and  there  is  blood  extravasated  in  such  cases^- 
judge  to  whidi  of  the  several  modes  of  dying  and  we  must  act,  in  the  first  instance,  upon 
there  may  be  any  obvious  approach.  If  the  the  presumption  that  there  ia  not.  We  are 
tendency  be,  as  in  cases  of  apoplexy  it  mostly  especially  encouraged  to  take  away  a  consi- 
18,  to  death  by  coma,  then  blood-letting  and  derable  quantity  of  blood  by  venesection 
the  evacuating  system  will  be  requisite.  If,  when  we  perceive  external  signs  that  the 
on  the  other  hand,  the  tendency  be  to  death  vessels  of  the  head^we  full ;  redness  and 
by  syncope,  you  must  withhold  the  lancet,  turgescence  of  the  fruse,  throbbing  and  pro- 
and  even  have  recourse  to  stimulating  and  minence  of  the  temporal  arteries,  distension 
restorative  measures.  Now  the  distinction  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  neck  and  fore- 
between  these  modes  of  dying  is  to  be  made  head.  Our  object  is  to  take  off  the  strain 
by  attending  to  the  state,  not  so  much  of  the  upon  the  internal  vessels,  by  bleeding  in 
nervous,  as  of  the  sanguiferous  system.  In-  such  a  manner  and  to  such  an  amount  as 
sensibility  and  unconsciousness  are  common  shall  produce  a  decided  effect  upon  the  gene- 
both  to  S]rncope  and  to  coma :  and  cases  ral  circulation.  Sometimes  the  good  effect 
which  frdl  under  the  class  of  apoplexies,  and  of  the  bleeding  is  very  marked  indeed,  ao 
which  vre  cannot  separate  frH)m  that  dass,  that  no  doubt  of  its  propriety  can  be  enter- 
are  sometimes  really  more  l&e  cases  of  con  tained ;  the  patient  being  so  insensible  aa  not 
cussion  than  any  thing  else;  the  shock  having  to  feel  the  puncture  of  the  lancet,  and  yet 
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emerging  from  his  coma  while  the  blood  is  be  guided  by  the  special  circumstances  of  tho 

still  flowing.     It  is  seldom,  however,  that  case,  and   particularly  by  the  pulse.     The 

we  can  expect  such  manifest  and  immediate  woman  at  present  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 

melioration  as  this.  with  paralysis  of  the  limbs  on  one  side,  and 

After  one  suffideni  bleeding  from  the  arm,  of  the  face  qn  the  other,  attributes  her  palsy 
the  vessels  of  the  head  may  be  farther  re-  (erroneously  most  likely)  to  her  having  been 
lieved  by  cupping  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  cupped.  She  had  had  a  blow  some  weeks 
the  temples  ;  and  venesection  may  be  before,  and  suffered  headache  from  that  time, 
repeated  if  the  condition  of  the  pulse,  and  of  At  length  she  was  cupped,  from  the  neigh- 
the  symptoms  generally,  should  require  iti  bourhood  of  the  head ;  and  tht  next  mom- 
repetition.  It  is  seldomer,  however,  in  cases .  ing  she  was  panljrtie.  This  might  have 
of  apoplexy  than  in  cases  of  acute  inflamma-  been  an  accidental  coincidence,  fiut  I  re- 
tion,  that  a  second  or  third  recourse  to  the  member  being  sent  for  a  few  years  ago  to  see 
lancet  becomes  advisable:  unless,  indeed,  a  patient,  at  Greenwich,  who  had  already 
the  first  blood-letting  has  been  mismanaged,  three  physicians  about  him,  and  was  appa- 
Enough  blood  must  be  taken,  in  the  first  in-  rently  in  danger  of  iqraplexy,  of  which  he 
stance,  to  produce  some  evident  effect ;  and  had  for  some  time  experienced  distinct 
therefore  no  precise  rules  can  be  laid  down  warnings.  The  three  physicians  had  agreed 
in  regard  to  the  absolute  quantity  to  be  that  he  ought  to  be  cupped  from  the  back 
drawn  ;  nor  can  we  make  any  estimate  be-  of  the  neck ;  to  which  I  assented  ;  and 
forehand  as  to  the  whole  amount  of  blood  while  blood  was  being  rapidly  extracted  in 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove.  that  manner,  hebecameaUat  oncehemiplegic. 

Even  if  we  could  be  sure  that  a  blood-  Similar  cases  have  been  noticed  by  other 

vessel  had  given  way,  and  blood  was  already  persons.     Therefore  we  are  not  to  bleed 

poured  out  upon  the  brain,  there  are  good  without  measure  or  discretion, 

reasons  why  (no  adverse  circumstances  with-  The  pulse  may  be  small,  and  the  arterial 

standing)   we  ought  to  bleed  our  patient  action  feeble,  while  yet  the  veins  are  turgid, 

largely,   and  at  once.     I    will   enumerate  and  the  capillaries  of  the  head  and  fiice  loaded 

briefly  the  benefits  we  seek  to  obtain  by  the  with  blood.     Changes  may  have  occurred  in 

abstraction  of  blood  in  such  cases.  the  heart,   such  as  to  obstruct  the  stream 

1.  The  effusion  from  the  ruptured  artery  which  it  is  its  healthy  office  to  transmit, 
may  be  slowly  going  on.  Bleeding  from  a  These  are  cases  to  which  th^  local  abstraction 
vein,  so  as  to  make  a  sensible  impression  on  of  blood  from  the  head  by  leeches  and  cup- 
the  genera]   circulation,  will  diminish    the  ping  glasses  is  peculiarly  adapted. 

stress  upon  the  cerebral  arteries,  and  so  tend  Again,  the  whole  state  of  the  patient  may 

to  put  a  stop  to  the  hasmorrhsge.     Both  of  approximate  more  or  less  nearly  to  the  state 

these  two  objects  are  of  primary  importance,  of  syncope ;  the  pulse  being  weak,  the  aa* 

2.  By  early  and  free  bleeding  we  lessen  pect  pin<:hed  and  bloodless,  and  the  skin 
the  chance  of  inflammation  supervening  cool.  In  this  condition,  no  good,  but  much 
upon*  the  mechanical  injury  done  to  the  harm,  is  to  be  expected  from  blood-letting 
brain  by  the  sudden  tearing  and  contusion  of  of  any  kind.  You  will  do  better  to  apply 
its  texture  by  the  effused  blood ;  and  warmth,  cautiously,  to  the  surface,  and  can- 

3.  We  thereby  bring  the  system  into  the  tiously  to  administer  what  are  called  diffu- 
moat  favourable  condition  for  the  rapid  ab-  sible  stimuli,  of  which  the  preparations  of 
sorption  oftheextravasated  blood,  and  for  ex-  ammonia  afford  the  most  eligible  forms, 
pediting  the  patient's  recovery  from  those  Five  grains  of  the  sesquicarbonate,  or  half  a 
symptoms  which  depend  upon  the  presence  drachm  of  sal  volatile,  mixed  with  camphor 
of  the  clot  in  the  brain.  '  jnlep,  are  ordinary  doses.    Meanwhile  yon 

But  although,  in  that  form  of  disease  must  carefully  watch  for  symptoms  of  reac» 

which  we  are  now  considering,  bleeding  is  turn. 

our  sheet  anchor,  it  may  be  carried  too  far,  In  more  ambiguous  cases,  when  you 
or  repeated  too  often.  We  must  not  lose  scarcely  can  tell  which  way  the  balance  in- 
sight of  the  htA  that  many  of  these  patients  clines,  I  would  advise  you  to  wait  the  effect 
are  old,  and  will  not  survive  over  depletion ;  of  the  next  remedy  I  have  to  mention ;  via« 
and  that  If  they  survive  at  all,  they  will  need  purgatives,  about  giving  which  you  neol  not 
all  the  strength  that  we  dare  suffer  them  to  entertain  the  same  doubt  and  hesitation, 
retain  for  carrying  on  the  vital  actions,  when  Purgative  medicines  are  of  signal  service 
the  chief  instrument  of  the  most  important  in  apoplexy.  They  empty  the  intestines, 
of  the  animal  functions  is  so  greatly  damaged:  which  are  oftentimes  loaded,  and  which  by 
nor  of  the  ituct  that  if  there  be  blood  extrava-  distending  the  abdomen  have  perhaps  oooa- 
sated,  we  cannot  touch  it,  except  indirectly,  sioned  wadae  pressure  sgainst  the  diaphragm, 
by  the  abstraction  of  more  blood  from  the  embarrassed  the  breatMng,  and  through  it 
arm  :  nor  of  the  facX  that  a  patient  may  be  the  cerebral  circulation.  Another  very  im^ 
bled  into  convulsions,  and  fiital  syncope.  In  portant  purpose  of  hard  purging,  which  I 
short,  after  the  first  free  bleeding,  you  must  have  frequently  pointed  out  beCbre,  is  thepro* 
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ducing  of copionB  watery  discharges  from  the  ntting  up,   and  so  well,  that  I  took  my 

bowels ;  whereby  the  blood  vessels  are  drained,  leave. 

aud  the  tendency  of  blood  to  the  head  espe*         In  combination   with  blood-letting  and 

daily  relieved.       If  the  patient  can  still  purgatives,  cold  lotions  to  the  head  are  often 

swallow,  you  may  give  him  half  a  scruple  of  found  useful  in  this  disease,  especially  if  its 

calomel,  and  foUow  it  up  by  a  black  dose,  surface  is  hot.     I  need  not  trouble  you  byre- 

If  the  power  of  deglutition  be  lost,  the  cro-  hearsing  the  modes  in  which  the  application  of 

ton  oil  becomes  a  most  valuable   remedy,  this  remedy  may  be  managed.  Blisters  near  or 

Dr.  Abercrombie  suggests  that  it  may  be  upon,  the  head,  are  also  frequently  of  ser- 

conveniently  introduced  into  the  stomach,  vice,   after  due  abstraction   of   blood,    in 

suspended  in  thick  gruel  or  mucilsge,  by  rousing  the  patient  from  his  state  of  coma, 
mrans  of  an  elastic  gum  tube.     But  really         Formerly,  at  the  suggestion,  I  fkncy,  of  Dr. 

this  is  not  necessary.     If  two  or  three  drops  Fotbergill,  it  was  much  the  fashion  to  give 

of  the  oil  be  put  upon  the  tongue,  as  far  an  emetic  in  the  outset  of  the  treatment  of 

back  as  is  possible,  it  will  produce  its  spe-  apoplexy.     But  we  can  scarcely  imagine  that 

cific  effect  very  readily  and  well.     But  we  this  was  not    a    hazardous  measure ;    and 

are  not  to  wait  for  the  operation  of  aperients  almost  sure  to  do  harm  if  there  was  already 

given  by  the  mouth.     Strong  purgative  and  any  extravasation  of  blood.     I  believe  this 

stimulating  enemata  must  be  thrown  into  practice  to  be  now  obsolete ;  and  that  very 

the  rectum  :  half  an  ounce,  or  six  drachms,  circumstance  is  a  proof  that  it  could  not  have 

of  turpeittinc,  suspended,  by  the  help  of  the  been  attended  wiUi  much  success.     I  merely 

yolk  of  an  egg,  in  gruel  or  warm  water.  We  mention  it  to  protest  against  it. 
very  often  witness  decided  signs  of  amend-        When  the  immediate  danger  has  passed 

roent  upon  the  free  operation  of  a  purga-  by,  and  paralysis  remains,  we  are  not  to  be 

tive.     I  may  mention  one  instance  of  this  over  busy.     If  the  palsy  is  to  get  gradually 

while  it  is  fresh  in  my  recollection.     I  was  well,  it  must  be  by  virtue  of  time,  aud  the 

asked,   a  few   evenings   ago  by  a  medical  resources  of  nature.     To  young  and  strong 

friend,  to  see  an  old  gentleman,  a  patient  of  persons  I  should,  under  such  circumstances, 

his.      I  found  him  in  bed,  comatose,  but  give  small  and  repeated  doses  of  mercury  : 

capable  of  being  roused  when  loudly  spoken  and  in  all  cases  I  should  prescribe  aperient 

to:  but  he  presently  fell  off  again  into  stupor,  medicines,  so  as  to  keep  the  bowels  freely 

Uis  respiration  was  peculiar.     For  a  minute  open  twice  or  thrice  a  day ;  enjoin  perfect 

or  two  he  would  breathe,  snoring  strongly ;  quiet;  and  put  the  patient  upon  very  short 

then  the  breathing  would  cease  altogether  commons.    Diuretics  are  also  very  proper 

for  half  a  minute  or  thereabouts ;  and  then  when  the  urine  is    not   plentiful  without 

the  stertorous  respiration  recommenced  t  and  them, 
so  on  alternately.  You  will  often  have  to  cxmtend  against  the 

He  had  been  found  by  his  servant  on  tho  ignorance  and  impatience  of  patients,  and 

floor,    nearly  insensible,   in  the  morning,  ti^eir  friends,  on  these  occasions.    They  think 

having  fidlen  either  out  of,  or  upon  rising  that  wtakneu  is  to  be  remedied  by  «<ren^f  A- 

from,  his  bed.     He  had  very  properly  been  ening  food ;  by  meat  and  drink,  and  tonic 

cupped ;  and  calomel  and  aperient  medicine  medicines :  or  if  they  are  not  so  foolish  as 

had  been  given :    but  the  coma  had  been  this,  they  will  want  to  be  electrified,  or  to 

growing  more  profound  all  the  afternoon,  be  put  into  a  warm  bath.     Certainly  in  the 

His  bowels  had  been  but  scantily  moved ;  earlier  states  of  the  palsy  that  remains  after 

and  the  faeces  and  urine  were  passed  as  he  lay.  apoplexy,  none  of  those  measures  ought  to 

His  extremities  were  oolduh.    The  pulse  }id  permitted.    If  after  some  time,  when  all 

was  neither  fall  nor  strong.  febrile  action  has  ceased,  the  palsy  seems 

I  learned  that  for  four  or  five  years  he  stationary,  it  may  be  warrantable  and  right 

had  had  some  very  significant  warnings;  and  to  attempt  to  stimulate  the  torpid  nerves, 

within  tliat  period  had  suffered  one  or  two  and  to  accelerate  the  acquirement  of  power 

slight  apoplectic  seisures,   which  had  left  by  the  mind  over  the  muscular  contractions: 

him  with  impaired  mind  and  memory.  but  when  any  means  for   attaining  these 

I  recommended  blisters  behind  the  ears,  objects  are  employed  at  all,  they  must  be 
and  two  drops  of  croton  oil  with  two  used  with  the  utmost  caution ;  for  they  are 
drachms  of  castor  oil,  in  a  draught.  The  much  more  likely  to  stimulate  the  vascular 
next  morning  I  expected  to  hear  that  he  was  system,  and  so  to  do  harm  ;  or  even  to  re- 
dead  ;  but  I  found  him  quite  conscious,  new  the  apoplectic  attack.  Electricity,  and 
speaking  somewhat  inarticulately,  with  the  strychnia,  are  the  remedies  most  relied  upon, 
right  side  of  his  face  chapfallen  and  inex-  Incasesoflong-standingpalsy,itmayalso,  no 
pressive.  There  seemed  no  particular  weak-  doubt,  be  of  use  to  try  to  awaken,  by  stimu- 
ness  of  the  corresponding  extremities.  The  ladng  Motions,  the  dormant  powers  of  the 
oils  had  been  followed  by  copious  evacuations  muscles,  which  by  protracted  inaction  be* 
from  the  bowels.    The  day  afterwards  he  was  come  firgetful,  as  it  were,  rather  than  mca- 


UO  MR.  BELL  ON  THE  SOURCES  OF 

pabh,  of  their  natural  office :  and  in  these  on  other  persons  than    the   original 

old  cases  we  sometimes  are  able  to  benefit  cause." 

our  patient's  condition  by  the  cautions  ex-  Pr.   Southwood   Smith,  in   Supple- 

hibition  of  some  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  ment  No.  2  of  the  Reports,  states  Uiat 

**  the    exhalations    wnich  accumulate 

in  close,   ill-ventilated,  and   crowded 

AN  ESSAY  apartments,  in  the  confined  situations 

ON  THE  of  densely  populated  cities,  where  no 

attention  is  paid  to    tlie  removal  of 

SOURCES   OP  TYPHUS   OR   CON-  putrefying  and    excrementitious  sub- 

TINUED  FEVERS.  stances,  consist  chiefly  of  animal  mat- 

„,           „         -             Tii-j  ter:  such  exhalations  contain  a  poison 

Bt  Joseph  Bell,  Surgeon,  Barrhead.  ^^^^^  produces  continued  fever,  of  the 

[Continued  ftrom  page  98.]  ty  phoia  character." 

Such,  then,  are  the  opinions  of  these 

physicians,  founded,  as  has  been  already 

Typhus     is     not    the    only    febrile  mentioned,  on  the  reports  of  the  dis- 

contagious   disease    which    originates  trict  surgeons  of  London.    But,  as  it 

independent  of  fever,  and  propagates  has  been  justly  observed,  we  live  in  a 

itself  by  this  principle.    We  have  that  discriminating  age — an  era  in  which 

dreadful  malady,  puerperal  fever,  and  we  are  unwiUing  to  adopt  either  the 

also  erysipelas,  both  originating  from  conclusions  or  opinions  of  others,  with* 

contagi6n    in    some     instances,    and  out  investigating  the  facts  from  which 

arising  independently  of  it  in  others,  these  conclusions  are  deduced,  as  well 

We  perceive,  then,  that  though  there  as  the  process  of  reasoning  employed 

cannot  exist  a  doubt,  on  the  one  hand,  in  their  deduction.    Let  us  take  a  brief 

but  that  contagion  is  a  source  of  typhus,  survey  of  the  reports : — 

yet  on  the  other  we  see  that  it  is  hifi^hly  The  district  surgeon  of  Lambeth, 

erroneous — opposed  to  both  analogy  after  stating  that  fever  prevailed  to  a 

and  fact,  to  maintain  that  it  cannot  be  considerable  extent  in  that  parish,  ob- 

originated  from  any  other  source.  serves,    ''The  primary  cause  of  this 

Let  us  proceed  to  examine  the  other  infection  I  believe  to  be  the  malaria, 

sources  from  which  it  is  said  to  arise.  or  effluvia,  arising  from  the  state  of  the 

Ist.  iHatortou-^In  the  reports  on  the  drains,  or  stagnant  filth :  the  heat  of 

**  Sanatory  State    of  the    Labouring  the  sun,  acting  upon  the  mud,  sends 

Classes  in  and   about  London,"   the  forth  this  kind  of  malaria,  which,  im- 

doctrine  of  the  origin  of  fever  is  strongly  pregnating  the  air,  is  the  first  cause  of 

maintained.    The  following  is  the  con-  fever." 

elusion  which  Drs.  Amott  and  Key  Mr.  J.  Appleton  mentions,  that,  in  a 

have  formed  from  the  reports  of  the  part  of  the  district  of  which  he  has 

various    district  surgeons  : — "  Besides  medical  charge,  there  is  a  large  open 

the  malaria  arising   where  nature  is  dithc,   filled  with  filth,  and  contami- 

uncultivated,  we   nnd  that  wherever  natin^^he  atmosphere  in  and  around 

men  con^gate,  and  bring  together  the  dwellings  of  the  poor.     He  also 

the  quantities  of  vegetable  and  animal  observes,    "  that  the  majority  of  the 

substances  which  constitute  their  food,  cases  of  sickness  occurring  in  this  dis- 

in  the  preparation  of  which  there  is  trict  are  ty^phos  and  contmued  fevers, 

much    refuse,    or    where    the    excre-  .  .  .  Considering  the  privations  many 

mentitious    matters    from    their    own  of  them  undergo  with  respect  to  food, 

bodies  (being  the  matter  of  their  food  and  their  intemperate  use  of  ardent 

again  rejected,  and  in  another  form)  spirits  ;  that  they  are  huddled  together 

are  allowed  to    accumulate,  there  is  in  ill-ventilated  rooms;  and  that  this 

Sroduced    another   malaria,    often  as  place  is  the  resort  of  Irish  lod^rs, 

estructive  to  life  as  the  most  active  who  are  travelling  the  country,  it  is 

which  dwells  in  the  Indian   jungle,  exceedingly  diflUcuit  to  give  an  opinion 

The  fevers  called  typhus,  putrid,  ma-  how  far  tnese  cases  of  Fever  have  had 

lignant,  jail,  hospital,  ship  fever,  &c,  their  origin  in  states  of  the  atmosphere 

are  the  products  of  this  malaria,  and,  equally  affecting  the  crowded  parts  of 

when  once  induced,  the  bodies  of  per-  the  metropolis,  and  how  far  they  have 

sons  affected  give    out  a  contagious  originatea  in  the  Icoal    causes  above 

malaria,  often  more  quickly  operative  named." 
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We  are  told  by  another  sui^on  that,  sence  of  cleanliness,  crowded  state  of 

in  his  district  (comprising  Homerton  the  houses,  intemperance,  accumula- 

and    Mare   Street,  of   the    Hackney  tion  of  filth,  slaughter-houses,  sewers. 

Union),  fever  of  a  typhoid  character  is  — all  these  circumstances  constitute  the 

seldom  absent.    This,  he  thinks,  arises  constant  source  of  the  generation  of 

from  "  an  obstruction  by  a  dam  to  a  contagion." 

mill,"  which  allows  *'  a  large  accumu-  Such,  then,  is  the  most  recent  evi- 
lation  of  decaying  and  other  matter  of  dence  adduced  in  support  of  the  origin 
a  deleterious  nature,  likely  to  cause  an  of  fever  from  malaria.  The  facts,  how- 
atmosphere  not  at  all  congenial  to  ever,  merely  prove  that  which  is  ad- 
health,  which,  aided  by,  I  am  sorry  to  mitted  by  every  person  conversant 
say,  the  innate  want  of  cleanUness  and  with  the  practice  of  medicine,  namely, 
care  on  the  part  of  the  poor,  frequently  that  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  ill- 
gives  rise  to  fevers  of  this  description."  ventilated  and  filthy  localities  which 

At  page  19  of  the  Report,  Mr.  Foote  are  met  with  in  large  towns,  fever  pre- 

states  that,  "  two  years  past  a  fever  vails  to  an  alarming  extent — ^an  extent 

raged  at  Red-Hill,  which  I  attributed  wholly  disproportionate  to  that  which 

to    the  lod^ent   of   the    filth  from  occurs  amon^  the   better    classes    of 

privies,  which  I  had  removed  at  the  society,  who  live  in  more  airy  and  clean 

time ;  and  the  same  thing  occurred  at  dwelhngs.    I  cannot  conceive  how  the 

the  Hyde,  the  fever  prevailing  there  facts  stated  in  the  reports  can  be  made 

being  of  the  tvphoid  type ;  and  I  con-  to  support  any  other  mference.    In  the 

sider  that,  unless  the  ditch  is  cleaned,  whole  series  of  opinions  and  statements, 

the  same  kind  of  fever  will  prevail  there  is  no  proof  of  a  single  case  of 

again ;  and  also  at  the  Marsh,  in  the  typhus  having  originated  from  malaria, 

parish  of  Great  Stanmore,  typhus  fever  It  is  true  Dr.  South  wood  Smith  states 

lately  prevailed  amongst  the  poor."  that  the  formation  of  a  common  sewer, 

Dr.  ^owUng  states  that,  '*  at  Ham-  the  filling  up  of  a  ditch,  the  removal  of 

mersmith,  fever, has  alwavs  prevailed  stagnant  water,  and  the  drainage  of 

at  certain  seasons  among  the  poor,  at-  houses,  have  rendered  a  district  healthy, 

tributable  in  a  great  measure  to  mias-  from  which,  before  such  measures  were 

ma,  produced  by  a  quantity  of  water  adopted,feverwas  never  absent.   "This 

whicn  had  been  left  stagnant  on  the  is  strikingly  exemplified,"  he  further 

surface  of  the  earth  after  brickmaking,  observes,  "  in  the  present  heal&fulness 

and  which,  in  process  of  time,  had  be-  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Hackney  Road, 

come  full  of  vegetable  matter."  in  which  an  excellent  common  sewer  has 

Another  report  speaks  thus,  at  pa^e  been  recently  made,  the  neighbour- 
21 : — "  Fever  has  been  most  severe  m  hood  of  which  is  now  well  drained." 
those  courts  and  alleys  where  there  is  (P.  36.)  He  further  adduces  a  few 
no  circulation  of  air,  such  as,  for  in-  similar  illustrations.  These  circum- 
stance, Johnson's  Change,  in  Rose-  stances,  however,  cannot  afiect  the  ar- 
mary  Lane,  in  which  there  are  about  gument  very  much,  when  we  take  into 
twenty  houses,  in  ^most  every  one  of  consideration  that  these  improvements 
which  fever  has  prevailed.  The  dis-  were  only  of  recent  date,  and  that  fever 
ease  first  made  its  appearance  there  in  is  very  apt  to  sliift  its  seat  during  epi- 
August  last."  This  is  ascribed  to  the  demies.  It  should  also  be  borne  in 
**  intolerable  nuisance  of  the  overflow-  mind,  that  improper  ventilation  is  a 
ing  of  a  cesspool  or  privy."  very  great  cause  or  the  propagation  of 

Another  surgeon,  at  page  22,  makes  conta^on ;  that  the  poor  creatures  who 

the  following  observations : — "  The  last  dwell  in  these  wretched  abodes  of  filth 

six  or  seven  weeks  we  have  been  called  and  misery  are  in  a  condition  highly 

on  to  attend  many  cases  of  typhus  feiur,  favourable  to  the  attack  of  t3rphus. 

of  a  very  malignant  character,  chiefly  Contagion    having   gained   access  to 

attacking  the  &bouring  classes  residing  such  hovels,  will  be  propagated  to  a 

in  the  mrty  and  most  unhealthy  por-  most  fearful  extent,  from  the  number 

tions  of  our  locality.     The  majority  of  causes  which  exist   to  favour  its 

attacked  were  those  who  were  unable  spread,  and  to  increase  its  virulence, 

to  procure  adequate  nutriment,  from  Hence  contagion  is  just  as  likely  to  be 

want  of  employment  during  the  last  the  source  from  which  fever  originates 

inclement  weather."    He  ascribes  this  in  such  instances  as  is  malwa.    But 

prevalence  of  the  disease  to  "  the  ab-  even  putting  these  considerations  alto- 
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eether  oat  of  view,  there  are  many  let  him  fUrttier  odd  the  emanations  fur- 

facts  which  strongly  oppose  the  doc-  nished  l>y  a  soil  which  for  years  has 

trine  of  the  malarious  origin  of  typhus,  heen  drenched  with  the  hlood  and  fluids 

We  have  many  instances  of  people  ex-  of  animals — those  which  arise  from  the 

posed  to  the  influence  of  malaria,  of  a  blood  itself,  which  in  both  the  yards 

much  more  intense  and  powerful  na-  lies  on  the  pavement  without  being 

ture  than  any  effluvia  which  can  possi-  able  to  make  its  escape — ^those  of  the 

bly  occur  in  our  large  towns.  *  These  kennels  of  the  gut  spinners  and  dryers 

people  are  not  only  in  the  enjoyment  in  the  neighbourhood ;  let  one  multiply 

of  good  health,  but  are  scarcely  ever  as  much  as  he  pleases  the  degrees  of 

attacked  with  typhus  fever.  stench,  by  comparing  it  to  that  which 

I  will  merely  remind  you  of  the  every  one  of  us  has  been  enabled  to- 

many  facts  detailed  by  Dra.  Chisholm  feel  on  passing  near  the  bodies  of  ani- 

and  Bancroft,  in  their  writings  on  the  mals  in  decomposition,  which  it  was 

subject — facts  which  afford  powerful  necessarv  to  encounter,  and  but  a  feeble 

evidence  against  malaria  being  a  source  idea  shall  be  formed  of  the  truly  oflTen- 

of  fever.      My  time  will  only  permit  sive  odour  which  emanates  from  this 

me  to  sdlnde  to  the  investigations  of  a  sink,  the  most  offensive  that  it  is  possi> 

more  recent  writer,  now  no  more — ^I  ble  to  imagine. 

mean  Parent-Duchatelet — a  man  of  the  Any  malaria   which    can    possibly 

most  comprehensive  intellect.    He  in-  arise  from  uncovered  drains,  crowded 

vestigated  this  very  subject  with  a  de-  apartments,  slaughter-houses,  sewers, 

gree  of  discrimination  never  surpassed,  must  sink  into  perfect  insignificance 

At  Montfaucon,  in  France,  there  is  when  compared  with  that  wliich  pro- 
one  of  the  most  offensive  manufactories  ceeds  from  this  awfully  disgusting  ma- 
that  conld  possibly  exist — a  manufac-  nnfactory.  If  malaria  be  at  all  a 
tory  where  effluvia  of  the  most  repul-  source  of  typhus  fever,  the  disease 
sive  nature  is  daily  elaborated,  render-  must  here  exercise  the  most  dreadful 
ing  the  atmosphere  insupportable  for  malignancy.  We  have  the  evidence 
thousands  of  yards  around  the  place,  not  only  of  Duchatelet,  but  also  of 
In  this  manufactory  there  are  12,775  Deyeux,  Parmentier,  Pariset,  Damoi- 
horses  slaughtered  annually.  The  seau,  and  Huzard,  that  typhus  fever  is 
basins  of  this  reservoir  contain  32,800  almost  unknown  among  ttie  workmen, 
yards  of  surface,  and  upwards  of  twelve  who  enjoy  excellent  health — even  those 
acres  occupied  by  dry  matters.  To  who  remain  constantly  in  the  tainted 
this  place,  besides  the  twelve  thousand  atmosphere.  The  three  frrst-named 
horses,  there  are  brought  daily  240  gentlemen  tell  us  that  they  found 
cubic  yards  of  human  filth  from  the  some  of  the  workers  in  the  best  of 
privies,  and  thirty  thousand  bodies  of  health,  who  had  not  been  off  the 
small  animals,  all  of  which  are  left  to  premises  for  a  year,  and  who  slept  in 
rot  on  its  surface.  a  place  which  they  found  impossible  to 

These  animals  are  flayed  up,  and  enter,  on  account  of  the  intensity  of 

undergo  various  processes  :  the  intcs-  the  fcetor  exhaled, 

tines    manufactured  into    gut;    some  Duchatelet  saw  many  of  the  workmen 

parts    are  made  into   manure;    from  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age  stout 

others  maggots  are  bred  to  feed  poul-  and  active.     "  We  have  taken  exact 

try.    Such  are  the  disgusting  opera-  notes,"  says  he,  "respecting  their  fat  hers 

tions    which    are  carried  on  in   this  and  mothers,  and  have  learnt  that  thev 

place.      "  In    reality,"    observes  Du-  all  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  and 

chatelet,  "  nothing  can  be  compared  to  almost  always  exempt  from  the  infirmi- 

the    disgusting  effluvia  produced  by  ties  of  old  age.  He  also  found  that  new 

these  establishments."     Let  one  figure  \^rkraen  were  not  subject  to  illness 

to  himself  what  may  be  produced  bv  more  than  those  who  had  been  em- 

the  decomposition  of  heaps  of  flesh  ployed  for  years.     Further,  he  states 

and  intestines,  abandoned  for  weeks  that  those  who  are  employed  in  the 

and  months  in  the  open  air,  and  to  the  manufactory  of  a  kind  of^  manure  called 

heat  of  the  sun,  to  spontaneous  putre-  poridette,  which  is  prepared  from  the 

faction  ;  let  him  endeavour  to  conceive  filth  procured  at  the  privies,  and  is 

the  nature  of  the  gases  which  can  arise  nothing  more  than  dried  ordure,  enjoy 

fipom  the  heaps  of  carcases  that  remain  the  same  immunity  from  typhus  fever, 

covered  with  much  of  the  soft  parts ;  In  the  report  on  the  sanatory  condition 
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of  the  labouring  classes  of  London^  we  of  malaria  have  either  Ofreriooked^  or 

have  heard  the  cause  of  fever  ascribed  slightly  glanced  at,  viz.  privation,  or, 

to  the  overflowing  of  a  cess-pool,  the  in  otlier  words,  exposure  to  cold,  want 

accumulation  of  animal  knd  vegetable  of  food,  and  other  necessaries  of  life, 

matter  in  a  milUpond ;  but  in  Paris  This  brings  us  to  another  part  of  our 

Duchatelet  informs  us  that  the  Bicore,  subject — ^the  origin  of  typhus  fever  from 

a  stream  that  runs  through  that  city,  privation. 

is  nearly  dry  in  summer,  and  sends  We  have  seen,  from  the  "  Report  on 
forth  exhalations  insupportable  to  those  the  Sanatory  State  of  the  Labouring 
who  pass  in  the  vicinity:  the  mud,  Classes  of  London,*'  that  fever  was 
which  is  entirely  composed  of  the  re-  almost  entirely  confined  to  those  parts 
mains  of  animal  substances,  swells  of  the  city  inhabited  by  the  poor ;  that 
when  it  becomes  dry,  puffs  up,  and  want  of  proper  nutriment  held  a  pro- 
bursts,  like  fermenting  dough.  The  ex-  minent  feature  in  the  character  of  those 
halations  arising  from  this  place  are  so  affected  by  the  disease, 
intense  that  meat  cannot  be  preserved  Poverty  prevailed  to  a  most  alarming 
more  than  a  few  hours  during  summer;  extent  in  Ireland  during  the  years 
and  yet  there  are  no  tvphus,  putrid,  or  181 7»  18,  and  19,  when  that  country 
malignant  fevers  |>revalent,  among  the  suffered  so  much  from  epidemic  fevers, 
thir^  thousand  individuals  who  are  The  harvests  were  bad,  and  the  produce 
densely  crowded  together,  in  the  part  of  the  land  was  not  properly  matured, 
of  the  city  through  which  this  bea  of  so  that  food  was  very  deficient  in  quan- 
putrescency  extends.  Duchatelet  found  tity,  and  of  unwholesome  quality. 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place  as  healthy  Drs.  Barker  and  Cheyne  state  that 
as  those  of  the  other  parts  of  the  city;  from  the  year  1721  to  1728  there  was 
and  ascertained  that  they  were  not  scared v  a  case  of  fever  to  be  met  with 
more  liable  to  any  serious  disease  than  in  Ireland.  "  After  the  latter  year 
those  who  resided  in  other  parts  of  three  bad  harvests  occurred  in  succes- 
Paris.  If  time  permitted,  many  facts  sion ;  provisions  rose  to  an  extravagant 
similar  to  those  narrated  might  be  ad-  price.  .  .  .  From  1728  fever  gamed 
duced,  proving  the  doctrine  of  the  ma^  ground,  and  continued  to  be  epidemical 
larious  origin  of  fever  to  rest  on  very  to  1732.  The  season  following  1739 
slight  foundation.  Any  evidence  whicn  was  one  of  great  severity.  Fever, 
has  been  brought  forward  by  the  advo-  which  had  been  frequent,  again  became 
cates  of  this  doctrine  is  entirely  of  a  epidemical ;  it  did  not  cease  in  the  win- 
presumptive  character,  which,  m  my  ter,  and  increased  most  alarmingly  in 
opinion,  is  completely  overturned  by  1741.  Dr.  O'Connall  states  that  the 
the  facts  which  I  have  quoted.  There  mortality  during  this  epidemic  was 
is,  however,  one  circumstance  which  80,000.  ...  *  The  year  1800  was 
we  must  not  overlook,  namely  that  the  nearly  as  unfavourable  to  the  fruits  of 
condition  of  the  workmen  engaged  at  the  earth  as  1799.'  Great  scarcity  pre- 
the  disgusting  employment  to  which  I  vailed.  The  price  of  bread  and  potatoes, 
have  alluded,  and  that  of  the  people  both  of  bad  quality,  together  with 
exposed  to  malaria  in  larc^e  towns,  is  not  every  necessary  of  hfe,  was  raised  be- 
fitnctly  analogous ;  the  rormer  are  well  yond  all  precedent.  In  the  autumn 
fed,  comfortably  lodged  and  clothed,  and  winter  of  1800  the  inhabitants  of 
have  plenty  of  animal  food,  though  it  be  this  kingdom  suffered  from  a  contagious 
horseflesh;  whereas  the  latter  are  badly  fever,  in  which  the  troops  still  continued 
fed — I  should  rather  say  half  starved —  to  participate.  .  .  .  The  epidemic 
miserably  lodged;  badly  clothed,  if  had  reached  to  the  most  alarming  ex- 
clothed  at  all;  and  often  of  intemperate  tent  at  the  commencement  of  the  au- 
and  abandoned  habits.  They  are  con-  tumn  of  1801.  Shortly  after  this, 
sequently  not  capable  of  sustaining  the  however,  it  befipui  to  decline,  **  but  not 
agency  of  any  deleterious  principle  so  before  the  good  effects  of  an  unusually 
well  as  people  in  the  condition  of  the  abundant  harvest,  in  again  furnishing. 
Montfaucon  workmen.  Hence  it  may  provisions  of  all  kinds  to  the  poor  at 
be  argued  that  malaria  may  exercise  a  moderate  rate,  had  been  felt."  In 
its  malignant  influence  on  the  one,  1816,  the  harvest  proved  exceedingly 
and  not  on  the  other.  I  think  that  bad.  It  was  not  only  defective,  but 
this  should  rather  lead  us  to  consider  late.  Much  com  remained  uncut,  and 
a  source  of  fever  which  the  advocates  a  greater  portion  was  only  cut  in  Octo^ 
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ber  and  November  of  that  which  was  sition  from  a  state  of  war  to  a  state  of 

sayedL    The  potatoe  crop  was  a  failure,  peace,  and  the  scarcity  of  1816-17. 

Besides    these    cidamities,    fiiel   was  That  work  contains  reiK)rts  from  the 

scarcely  to  be  obtained ;  and  trees  were  most  eminent  physicians  in  all  parts  of 

stripped  of  their  leaves  and  bark  by  the  Ireland  on  that  great  epidemic,  all 

starving  population  for  food ;    whilst  agreeing  in  the  statement  that  the  poor 

the  brancnes  were  used  for  fuel.    The  were  the  greatest  sufferers;   and  the 

following  year,  181 7»  was  equally  un-  fever  seemed  to  rage  among  them  in  a 

propitious ;  nor  was  1818  much  better,  degree  proportionate  to  the  privationa 

To  these  distressing  circumstances  were  they  had  endured.    In  Ireland  accord* 

added  the  evils  of  commercial  distress —  ingly,  at  least  during  the  present  cen- 

extensive  failures  in  trade,  and  lowering  tury,  as  the  condition  of  the  poor  has 

of  wages.    The  following  extract  from  been  decidedly  worse  than  either  in 

Dr.  Gratten  will  show  the  effects  of  this  England  or  Scotland,   so   contagions 

awfid  state  of  privation : — "  The  pre-  fever  has   never  ceased  to  be  more 

sent  epidemic,"  says  he,  "  is  principally  generally  prevalent.    The  same  obser- 

to  be  referred  to  the  miserable  condition  vation  applies  to  the  epidemic  fever  in 

of  the  poorer  classes  in  this  kingdom ;  London  wer  the  scarcity  of  1800,  (the 

and  so  long  as  their'state  shall  continue  last  great  epidemic  which  has  occurred 

unimproved,  so  long  will  fever  prevail ;  there)  to  the  great  continental  fever  of 

proluibly  not  to  its  present  extent,  but  1813-14,  which  followed  the  track  of  the 

certainly  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  ren-  French  army  retreating  from  Russia, 

der  it  at  all  times  a  great  national  afflic-  but  never  made  much  progress  in  the 

tion.    He  also  observes  at  another  place,  victorious  allied  anny ;  to  the  epidemic 

''Next  to  contagion  I  consider  a  dis-  fever  of  1817  in  Italy,  consequent  on 

tressed  state  of  the  general  population  the  scarce  year  of  1816 ;  to  the  epidemic 

of   any  particular  district  the    most  which  affected  the    British    army  in 

common  and  most  extensive  source  of  Holland,  after  the  disastrous  retreat 

typhoid  fever,  whether  this  has  been  from  Flanders  in   1794;  in  Portugal, 

the  result  of  war,  or  been  produced  by  after  that  from  Bruges  in  1812 ;  ana  to 

the  more  gradual  progress  of  domestic  that  which    nearly    deciminated  the 

misfortune."  British  Legion  at  Vittoria  in  182^" 

Professor  Alison,  in  his  valuable  work  frb  be  continued.] 

"  On  the  Management  of  the  Poor  in    

Scotland,"  after  describing  fin  a  ver^ 

graphic  manner)  the  shamemlly  desti-  FEMORAL  HERNIA  IN  THE  MALE. 

tute  condition  of  the  poor  in  Scotland,  

alludes  to  the  miserable  state  of  the 

?eople  in  Ireland  during  the  years  2T»  ike  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaiette, 
81/-18-19,  as  the  source  of  the  epi-  gi,^^ 
demic  which  ravaged  Ireland  at  tnat  t-  ^«„  \i,;«t,  *^u^  «uii^«r;^»  «*.,^  .«^ 
period.  Heobservw:  "That  it  is  always  ^^  ^^^  *^"^K  *^i  following  case  and 
IZ  _««« „  «,flR^l^  ■  «  i!  i!  \  \^\  remarks  sufficiently  interesting  for  pub- 
is persons  suffering,  or  who  have  lately  i:«„«.:^„  ;„  „^„«  ™«ii„„*  ,^«.S^:^„1  i 
sufcred,  similar  privations  and  suffer-  H  ^^?T  T  J?" V^""^}!^"^  periodical,  I 
ings,  and  the  mental  depression  and  shall  feel  obhged  by  their  inserUon. 

despondency  which    naturally   attend  your  obedient  servant, 
them,  that    continued  fever  becomes  »«  p  "RrTo«AJIw 
cxtremelyprevalent,is  fully  established  ^,             ^    ^,..  ,:       uuchanan. 
by  the  history  of  all  considerable  epi-  Gloucester,  March  31.  I84i. 
demies.    The  elaborate  work  of  Drs.  Thomas  Price,  labourer,  aBt.  65,  who 
Cheyne  and  Barker  shows  that  this  has  had  been  under  my  care  a  short  time 
been  strictly  true  of  all  the  great  epi-  previousl;^  for  an  injury  of  the  eye,  was 
demies  which  have  appeared  m  Ireland  admitted  into  the  Gloucester  Infirmary 
since  1700;  each  of  them  lastin?  fully  on  the  evening  of  April  19th,  1840. 
two  years,  viz.  in  1708,  1720,  and  1731,  He  stated  that  during  a  fit  of  coughing^ 
in  1740-1,  (after  the  sreat  frost  in  1740),  on  the  17th,  a  swelling  took  place  sud- 
in   1800-1,  after   the   rebellion;    the  denly  in  his  left  groin;  that  vomiting 
transference  of  the  seat  of  government  immediately   followed,  and  had  con- 
to  London,  and  the  scarcity  of  1799,  tinned  at  intervals  ever  since ;  that  he 
1800,  and  again  in  181 7t  after  the  tran-  had  suffered  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the 
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bowels,  but  had  Aot  been  able  to  pro-  abdomen  rather  less  tender  on  pressure  ; 

cure  any  evacuation  from  them.    On  tongue  loaded  with  a  whitish  fur ;  pulse 

examination,  a  small  enterocele  was  per-  84,  and  compressible ;  cough  trouble- 

ceptible  in  the  left  groin,  but  it  was  some. 

difficult  to  determine  whether  its  neck  Omittr.  Mist.     S.  Hydr.  Chlor.  et  Ext. 

was  above  or    below   Poupart's   hga-  Hyos.    aa.  gr.  ij.  Stiis  horis.     Fotu^ 

ment,  on  account  of  the  margin  of  that  abdom. 

ligament  being  very  impeneetly  de-  oi^n             tt       i.^-^       i 

flSed.    The  parts  in  the  gJoinwefe  not  ,^^^^J^  a  M.---Has  slept  at  intervals, 

so  lax  as  th^  usually  are?    and  al-  altogether  about  two  hours;  has  vomited 

though  the  neik  of  the  tumor  api>eared  ti*^ce,  and  now  feels  sick;    abdomen 

to  be  situated  deeper  than  in  a  case  of  ™^^^^  l«*«  tense  and  tender :  about  two 

inguinal  hernia,  £id  rather  to  the  out-  ^?^™  ^I"^^  ^^  H^  a  purgative  enema, 

sile  of  the  spinous  process  of  the  os  ^^^^^  ^^  not  yet  returned ;  pulse  80. 

pubis,  yet  manual  examination  did  not  ^P*  ^' 

entirely  relieve  mv  mind  from  doubt  \o  p.m.— Has  been  so  sick  as  to  re- 

as  to  whether  the  hernia  emerged  from  fuse  taking  the  pills,  of  which  he  has 

the  abdomen  above  or  below  Pouparf  s  only  had  three;  bowels  have  been  opened, 

ligament;   whether,  in  short,  it  was  but    not    freely;     pulse    80;    tongue 

inguinal  or  femoral.     The  abdomen  furred;    abdomen  rather  less  tender, 

was  tympanitic,  and  painful  on  pressure:  but  quite  as  tense;  he  still  feels  sick, 

vomiting  occurred  occasionally.    The  but  wishes  for  a  little  broth,  which  was 

pulse  was  80,  and  easily  comuressible.  allowed  him. 

After  waiting  for  about  two  hours  for  R^p.   pji.  iddit.  Ext.  Coloc.  C.  gr.  ij. 

the  applieation  of  cold  to  the  tumor,  caique.     The  wound  was  dressed  in 

the    administration     of    a    purgative  the  morning,  and  looked  well, 

enema,  the  passing  of  the  cesopnagus  « > ,  .^  „  „     „„^  „i„,,*  „  lu.i^  .    .u^ 

tube,  and  the%mployment  of  the  taSis,  .  ^  ^  "^a  iZ^^^  '^^'  *  ^^^^^  '"^  ^^^ 

which  WM  tripd  unfluccefisftillv  it  wai  ^^9^^'  ^^  **^®  morning  a  purgative 

dimed'expfd^nt"^^^^             ipTr^  jf^V""  "^  ^T'  H^'^'^  i'"^"^'  i 

tion,  as  the  tension  if  the  tumor,  and  P^^"^  ^?P/^"«  evacuation;  he  was  sick 

r/*K/-,,~.,^irj,«  ««1*  ^Jm^XJi  ♦k-  1°  the  nigfit,  and  has  just  now  vomited. 

nt^^!w^  ^f  ^^t,?i^^^  Abdomen  slightly  tender.but  still  tense 

SoS?^     An  Sue^ndsioS  w^  and  tympanitic ;' pulse  78,  rather  fuU; 

^:t:r\li\^^TniZZ^^  tongue  furred;  cough  distresses  him. 

gland  situated  in  front  of  it  was  di-  Appl.  Empl.  Lyttie  Epigast.     Rep.  Pil. 

vided;    the  dissection  was  then  pro-  "'^t-  ^?^*  V' ^:  T"*"*  ^?^'\,  T** 

ceeded  with,  and  the  sac,  which  did  J*^« /"^  ^J«f  °°  '?  ***f  ^^^"^'^^  ^  *^« 

net^contain  any  fluid,  wai  cautiously  ^^^^  *^^  "^^^^  previously  opened, 

opened.  The  intestine  was  then  clearly  10  p.m. — Has  had  an  injection,  and 

found  to  emerge  from  the  femoral  ring;  the  bowels  have  acted  pretty  freely ; 

and  the  stricture,  which  was  tight,  and  the  vomiting  has  ceased :  he  has  taken 

situated  in  the  front  part  of  it,  was  a  pint  and  a  half  of  broth  during  tl^ 

divided  upwards  by  a  probe-pointed  day,  and  has  slept  an  hour  at  a  time ; 

bistoury  passed  along  the  groove  of  a  feels  better ;  pulse  84. 

director.    The  intestine,  of  a  deep  cho-  xo  Uke  one  pill  in  the  night,    Cont. 

colate  colour,  was  easily  returned  into  Fotus. 

the  abdomen ;  and  two  sutures,  with  ..„ ,     . .               t»       i     i.         u 

plaster,   were  employed  to  close  the  ,  ^^  M    ^^••~^?^'^J?    have    been 

wound  twice  freely  opened  m  the  night ;  ab- 

April20th,  11  A.M.-Has  not  slept,  f^'^^"    ««/'^»  -^"^,"^'  tender  to  the 

no  vomiting,  but  the  bowels  have  not  touch;  pulse  72;  tongue  moist;  feels 

been  openel ;  abdomen  tense  and  ten-  comfortable.     He  anpears    o  be  now 

der;     pulse    80,    and    compresssible ;  going  on  well,  after  having  taken 

tongue  white.  Hydr.  Chlor.  gr.  xxvij. ;  Ext.  Hyos.  gtt. 

A     1  n*    J       •••     I  J          c  _  A  u.j^  xxiv. ;  Ext.  Coloc.  c.  gtt.  xvj.et  Alpes,  * 

Appl.  Hirnd.  xvuj.  abdom.    Sumat  Hydr.  »♦«■  ;                             a         j           »'    » 

Chlor.  gr.  iij.  rtatim.     R  Magn.  Sulph.  ^^  ^^' 

.fj. ;    Aq.  Menth.   Pip.    jTiij.  S.  3j,  He  was  discharged,  May  2ist,  quite 

omni  horA.    Tea  and  arrcyw  root.  well  from  the  hernia,  but  still  troubled 

10  P.M.— Bowels  have  been  opened  with  his  cough, 

once  freely,  hut  he  has  since  vomited ;  Rema««».— Although,    in  the  pre- 

698. — xxvrii.  L 
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eeding  ease,  it  was  difficqlt  to  decide  if  there  be  coBSccnthre  diseasjc  of  the 
positively,  by  manual  examination,  joint,  the  patient  (independently  of  any 
whether  the  hernia  was  or  was  not  other  consideration)  must  not  be  per- 
femoral,  yet  I  should  have  felt  less  mitted  to  move  about  as  freely,  as  if 
hesitation  in  doing  so,  if  the  belief  of  the  psoas  muscle  only  were  affected, 
the  rarity  of  femoral  hernia  in  men  These  consecutive  auctions  of  the 
had  not  been  so  strongly  impressed  on  articulation  are  commonly  fatal,  espe* 
my  mind:  more  so  than  the  ooservation  cially  among  children — a  fiatct  which 
oi  our  great  authority,  the  late  Sir  A.  cannot  excite  our  surprise,  when  we 
Cooper,  warrants.  I  perceive,  indeed,  consider  the  extent  of  structure  in- 
from  the  last  Gazette,  that  Professor  volved,  the  great  destruction  of  parts 
Cooper  apprehends  that  crural  hernia  that  ensues,  and  the  desperate  severity 
in  the  male  is  more  fr^uent  than  the  of  the  local  and  constitutional  symp- 
illustrious  Scarpa  supposed ;  and  as  a  toms.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
knowledge  ofits  comparative  frequency,  a  single  instance  of  recovery  under 
with  the  more  usual  form,  may  prove  these  circumstances.  The  case  of  M. 
of  some  utility  in  practice,  and  can  only  A.  Upton,  cet  6},  now  under  treat- 
be  acauired  by  extensive  experience,  I  ment,  is  one  in  which  disease  of  the 
was  glad  to  find  the  Professor's  atten-  articulation  exists,  in  conjunction  with 
tion  had  been  directed  to  the  subject.  lumbar  abscess,  and  seems  to  all  ap* 
It  may  seem  strange  that  aloes  was  pearance  as  if  it  would  ultimately  oo 
given  to  the  patient,  but  as  the  tympa-  well.  The  affection  of  the  articulation, 
nitic  state  of  the  bowels  at  the  time  of  however,  cannot  be  considered  as  con- 
its  exhibition  appeared  to  me  to  arise  secutive  in  this  instance,  as  it  arose 
more  from  atony  than  inflammation,  as  from  a  fall,  whilst  the  former  disease 
we  sometimes  see  in  cases  of  colic,  I  was  only  in  its  incipient  stage.  The 
did  not  think  aloes  inadmissible.  following  is  the  history  of  the  case : — 
In  the  autumn  of  1838,  she  suffered 

tM  HIP  TkTQFAQi?  ATsin  TTTiurRAn  ^°*  *  *®^^  ^^^^^  ^^  scarlct  fever: 

ON  HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  recovery  she  was  ob- 

•ABSCESS.  served   to   stoop,    particularly    when' 

By  Wm.  OLiv«a  Chalx,  Eso.  walking.   January  6th,  18^,  she  began 

to  complam  of  pain  in  the  knee,  w*hich 

"*^'**"*  ®"75toJ^*']S£Si.^*^"'****^  came  on  at  night,  and  was   always 

^^*  worse  in  the  recumbent  posture ;   she 

lay  with  the  thigh  flexed  on  the  pelvis, 
Thbbe  is  another  circumstance  attendant  ^^^  rested  the  limb  affected  on  the 
on  the  position  of  the  limb  in  psoas  ab-  wUnd  one.  Whenever  any  one  at- 
acess  wnich  tends  greatly  to  obscure  the  tenmted  to  move  her,  she  screamed 
diagno6is,especialfywhen  the  first  stage  with  pain.  At  this  period  surgical 
is  somewhat  advanced :  it  is  the  unusual  advice  was  obtained.  Leeches,  blistera, 
prominence  of  the  great  trochanter,  *pd  an  issue,  were  applied  in  the 
produced  by  crossing  the  limb  affected  vicinity  of  the  articulation ;  she  was 
over  on  the  sound  one.  This  appear-  i^ot  allowed  to  move  about;  a  suitable 
ance  so  much  resembles  disease  of  the  medical  treatment  was  adopted ;  and, 
articulation ;  that  it  is  often  extremely  <^<^cr  a  time,  an  amelioration  of  the 
difficult  to  form  a  right  judgment ;  yet,  syniptoms  ensued.  She  was  admitted, 
generally  speaking,  this  projection  of  >?  an  in-door  patient.  May  14th.  She 
the  trochanter  may  be  ooserved  long  ^d  not  then  complain  of  pain  in  the 
before  the  matter  quits  the  pelvis,  and  hip  or  knee;  nor  was  there  any  on 
the  absence  of  pain  on  percussion  over  flexion ;  but  it  was  produced  by  exten- 
the  articulation  will  form  the  best  ^ion,  and  rotation  outwards,  in  the 
means  of  distinction.  It  is,  however,  hitter  articulation.  She  limped  very 
absolutely  necessary  to  satisfy  our-  much ;  her  health  was  delicate ;  she 
selves,  if  possible,  on  the  point,  since  complained  of  nain  on  pressure  in  epi* 
it  involves  a  question  of  practice ;  for  gastrio ;  the  pulse  was  quickened,  and 
she  suffered  under  fsbnle  accessions; 

«  The  mannrr  In  which  pftitial  or  complete  tongue  furred ;    alvine  excretions  un- 

£!l?Si!HS^^*h*.^!?H«'^  healthy.     The  hepatic  treatment  was 

from  pontion  hM  already  been  oeftcribecl  in  the  -»,,«„,,«^i    ««.  j   u ^         i   i.     i^i. 

caaeaof  J.o.  Hotter  ana  w.  H.  Eiaworthy,  at  pursued,  and  her  general  health  soon 

page  96  of  the  Map.  Oai.  March  MUl.  improved.   As  she  did  not  walk  any 
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Yjctter,  a  pair  of  cratches  was  ordered,  sided,  and  it  has  not  since  returned. 
From  this  time  she  went  on  remarkably  As  soon  as  the  hectic  fever  was  sub- 
well,  and,  from  having  been  a  spare  dped  she  took  Decoct.  Cinchonee,  ^iss. 
delicate  child,  had  become  strong  and  three  times  daily :  whenever  the  con- 
healthy,  and  had  gained  flesh.  She  stitutional  effects  of  iodine  became  at 
'Suffered  no  pain,  and  seemed  to  be  all  apparent,  the  lotion  was  discon- 
rapidly  recovering*  In  the  month  of  tinned  for  a  short  period. 
Aue:ust,  she  unfortunately  slipped  whilst  I  have  j  ust  now  exanuned  her  (April 
wauLing  on  her  crutches,  axul  in  falling  9th) :  she  is  able,  and  has  been  for 
struck  tne  hip  and  knee :  from  this  time  three  weeks  past,  to  move  about  on 
(although  suitable  remedial  means  crutches;  the  limb  is  shortened,  the 
were  adopted)  she  began  to  experience  toe  scarcely  touches  the  ^und  when 
severe  pam  in  both  ^ticulations,  flexion,  in  the  erect  posture ;  the  circumscribed 
extension,  rotation,  &c.  considerably  in-  hardness  of  the  nates  has  increased : 
creasing  it;  she  was  entirely  conhned  she  complains  of  pain  on  flexion  and 
to  her  bed,  and  no  apparent  amoliora^  percussion.  Her  general  health  is 
tion  in  her  symptoms  took  place  up  to  greatly  imj^roved. 
the  period  of  ner  departure,  October  It  occasionally  happens  that  lum- 
6th.  I  saw  her  again  in  the  No-  bar  abscess  forms  on  both  sides  of 
vember  following.  She  was  then  suf-  the  spine ;  under  these  circum- 
fering  from  hectic  fever  and  constant  stances  the  patient's  suffering  is  ex- 
cougn,  with  profuse  muco -purulent  treme,  and  tne  disease  is  commonly 
ezpectomtion.  The  hip-joint  was  fatal.  I  can  only  call  to  mind  a  single 
acutely  sensitive ;  the  slightest  per-  instance  to  the  contrary ;  it  was  the 
cuBsion  over  the  trochanter  caused  case  of  John  Dimblebee,  admitted  in 
excessive  pain,  as  did  any  attempt  at  the  seasons  of  1828-29.  The  spine  was 
movement;  there  was  a  hard  circum-  not  affected;  the  complaint  had  existed 
scribed  fulness  of  the  nates.  Three  for  several  years,  ana,  although  there 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  epigastrium,  was  considerable  contraction  eux)ut  the 
and  a  bread  and  water  poultice  for  an  hip  and  knee-joints,  his  recovery  was 
hour,  to  promote  the  bleeding.  Ape-  complete.  I  saw  him  two  years  after- 
rients  of  calomel  and  jalap  were  given  wards  in  perfect  health,  and  scarce 
once  or  twice  a  week,  U^ther  with  any  trace  of  the  disease  existed.  In 
occasional  enemata  of  warm  water.  To  the  case  of  Jane  Barnes,  admitted 
alleviate  the  cough,  which  was  very  May  i2th,  1836  (where  the  com- 
troublesome,  I  prescribed  the  follow*  plaint  terminated  fatally  after  she  left 
ing  mixture : —  the  infirmary),  the  deformity  produced 
p,  Creaaoti,  Itlzvj.t;  Tinct.  Card.  Co.  }>y  the  exit  of  matter  in  the  vicinity  of 
Suj. ;  £iw»i.  P*p.  Alb.  5j. ;  Smoebar.  hoth  articulations  of  the  hip,  was  in- 
Alb.  5^. ;  Aqus  DestUlAtc^riiM.  Mft.  describable,  and  her  sufferings  intense. 
Miat.  fom.  oochl.  duo  smpla  ter  quo-  As  the  exciting  causes  of  psoas  abscess 
tidie  tut  uigenti  toiee.  differ  in  no  respect  from  those  of  hip 
I  am  induced  to  give  the  formula,  as  disease,*  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  enu- 
I  have  frequently  found  it  of  essential  merate  them  here.  The  general  treat- 
service  in  allajring  the  oouffh  of  patients  nient  is  likewise  the  same,  and  need 
in  the  hitter  stage  of  phthisis  as  well  as  ^^^  ^  repeated. 
in  hooping-cough.  A  lotion,  consisting  ^  will,  however,  take  this  opportunity 
of  Iodine,  two  grains,  and  four  grains  of  adverting  to  a  point  of  ^eat  practical 
of  Iodide  of  Potass,  dissolved  in  a  pint  utility,  namely  the  necessity  of  relieving 
of  distilled  water,  was  constantly  ap-  the  lower  intestines  by  enemeta,  as  the 
plied  to  the  articulation.  In  the  course  peculiarity  of  the  local  disease  renders 
of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  hectic  the  patient  liable  to  suffer  whenever 
symptoms  diswpeaied,  the  hip  became  accumulations  take  place  in  the  colon, 
less  painful,  we  cough  entirely  sub-  The  presence  of  scybala  is  often  pro- 
- — — — ■— — ■ ■■ ductive  of  severe  pain — a  circmnstance 

J^°^¥;!*SlS'.S:S?.*;'St^Wb't  ''»»«»'  is  readily  accounted  for  in  the 

tlie  distilled  water  should  be  added  bydesrert,  relative  Situation  of  the  psoas  muscle 

and  repeatedly  sbaken  until  a  clear  mixture  ia  and  colon,    and   one   that  should   be 

Sl2SdV2S«a^.^*^  °'  "******  """^  ^  **"  carefully  borne  in  mind  throughout  the 

The  Saaen.  Papa  v.  Alb.  ia  a  aort  of  flaid  extract  whole  Course  of  the  disorder.     The  fol- 

prepared  by  Meaara.  Weatwood,  of  No  16,  New-  » 

gate-stnat:  *  Vide  Medical  Gaaette,  March  2S,  p.  98. 
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lowing  case  is  hi^ly  interesting,  and  great  to  bear,  and  that  he  should  die.     I 
allows  the  necessity  of  attention   (if  endeavoured  to    encourage  him,  and 
proof  were  wanting)  to  this  particular  ordered  a  repetition  of  the  remedies 
point.  above  described.     I  left  his  bedside  for 
John   Oliver,   »t.  thirty-three,    ad-  the  purpose  of  procuring  him  a  draught; 
mitted  May  9th,  1839,  suffering  under  but  although  three  minutes  could  not 
psoas  abscess  on  the  right  side  (which  have  elapsed  from  the  time  of  my  ab- 
had  found  an  exit  in  the  groin),  conse-  sence  until  my  return,  he  expired  durini^ 
quent  on  a  kick  from  a  cow  about  nine  the  interval.    A  post-mortem  exami- 
months  previous  :  he  was  a  shepherd,  nation  was  made  23  hours  after  death ; 
The  discharge  was  rather  copious,  and  every  viscus  of  the  body  was  carefulty 
of  an  unhealthy  character:    his  ge-  examined,  and  found  in  a  healthy  state, 
neral  heidth  was  greatljr  impaired ;  ne  with  the  exception  of  the  liver,  which 
was  labouring  under  hepatitis.      The  was  engorged,  and  presented  in  some 
bowels  were  costive ;  he  complained  of  places    a    slight  nhtmeg  appearance, 
great  thirst;  the  skin  was  hot,  and  his  Ther^  was  an  abscess  occupying  the 
pulse  accelerated.     He  had  great  pain  right  psoas  muscle,  which  descending 
net  ween  the  shoulders,   and   suffered  had  formed  an  orifice  just  above  Pou- 
acutely  from «  pressure    in  epigastrio.  part's  ligament,  and  another  near  to  the 
He   had  frequent  palpitations  of  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the 
heart :  the  abdominal  aorta  was  ob-  ilium :  the  sac  was  nearly  obliterated, 
served   to  pulsate   violently  at  times,  and  the  walls  of  the  abscess  were  semi- 
He  occasionally  complained  of  pain  in  cartilaginous,  and  several  lines  in  thick- 
both  iliac  regions,  especially  in   the  ness.     The  caput  coli  was  very  closely 
right :  whenever  this  was  the  case,  the  adherent  to  the  upper  surface  of  the 
dii»charge  from  the  abscess  increased,  sac  by  strong  adhesions.     It  was  at  this 
and  the  bow^els  were   more  inactive,  point  that  accumulation  had  constantly 
Upon  observing  this  I  constantly  re-  occurred  during  life, 
lieved  the  symptom  by  aperients,"  or        In  lumbar  abscess  it  is  of  the  greatest 
enemata.       It  is  unnecessary  to   fol-  importance  to  recognise  the  incipient 
low   out    the   treatment,    which    ex-  symptoms,  for  if  the  disease  be  mde- 
tended  over  a  period  of  upwards  of  penaent  of  vertebral  caries,  or  uncon- 
four  months,   at    the   termination    of  nected  (as  is  often  the  case)  with  any 
which  the  abscess  had  nearly  healed,  but  organic  changes  of  the  liver  or  respira- 
had  formed  another  small  opening,  just  tory  organs,  we  shall  generally  prove 
above   the    anterior   supenor  spinous  successiul    in    relieving    them,   or   at 
process  of  the  ilium:  the  discharge  was  least    in    modifying    and    restraining 
very  sliglit.     He  had  so  far  recovered  the  suppurative  process ;   and  if  we 
his  general  health  and  strength  as  to  cannot  altogether  arrest  the  disease,  it 
be  able   to  walk  with  a  crutch  and  may  be  renaered  far  less  formidable  by 
stick,  and  was  about  to  return  liome.  a  careful' adoption  of  the  constitutional 
On  Sept.  29th  he  was  seized  with  vio-  treatment  already  described.    Provided 
lent  simsms  at  1 1  o'clock  in  the  morn-  the  pain  be  not  excessive,  the  patient 
ing.  Antispasmodics  were  administered,  should  be  made  to  walk  on  crutches  aa 
Hot  bottles  of  water  were  applied  to  early  as  possible  :  great  care  and  atten  • 
the  feet  and  pit  of  the  stomach  :  hot  tion  being  paid  to  have  these  of  a  pro- 
brandy  and  water  was  given  at  inter-  per  length*,  (as  in  morbus  coxae) ;  thus 
vals.    The  patient  was  greatly  alarmed,  avoiding  the  contraction  which  com- 
and  frequently  expressed  his  convic-  monly  takes  place  about  the  articula- 
tion that    if   the  pain   continued  he  tions  of  the  hip  and  knee,  upon  which 
should  die.    The  spasms  soon  subsided  the  shortening  of  the  limb  in  these 
under  this  treatment,  and    he  expe-  cases  depends.     It  is  the  opinion  of 
rienced  no  return  of  them  until  3  o'clock  many  of  our  most  able  and  experienced 
P.M.,  when  I  was  called  to  see  him.  surgeons,  that  when  vertebral  caries 
He  was  suffering  extreme  agony :  his  exists,  the  patient  should  be  confined 
countenance  was  exceedingly  pallid ;  to  the  recumbent  posture  on  a  bed  or 
the  surface  of  the  body  was  covered  by  couch  f.      I  cannot  say  that  I    ever 

a  profuse  and  cold  perspiration;  his -  -     -       -_    . 

breathing  was  acceleratea ;    the   pulse        *  The  patients  themselves,  particultrly  cbiU 

rather  full  and  quickened :  he  repeat-  ?,'*"•  *'  *Si  ^  ??*"  ** J?  <^*»«'<^f »  ^t"  ?*"«•* 

-     -^       .  -  *^  Always  select  crutches  which  are  too  short 


_J1_     ^^^^.^ I    ai_    *     av  •  "    .  »i»»«ys  Bcici;*  crmcuc*  WHICH  BrB  Hju  anwrs. 

Cdly    anerted  that    the    pain  was    too        ^  the  prone  couch  has  been  nsed  oriat«  years. 
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found  the  practice  successful,  and  it  measure  remediedby  the  use  of  crutches, 

seems  to  me  open  to  the  following  ob-  The  exercise  thus  obtained  is  so  bene- 

jections : —  ficial  to  the  general  health  and  position 

1st.  The  mischief    to    the    general  of  the  limb,  that  it  amply  compensates 

health  from  want  of  exercise.  for  the  risk  incurred. 

2dly.  The  loss  of  muscular  power,  The  case  of  Marv  A.  Heard,  set.  28, 

which  is  always  great  under  such  cir-  admitted  July   13th,    1836,    suffering 

cumstances.  under  incipient  lumbar  abscess,  is  a 

3dly.   Th6  limb   (in  spite  of  every  good  illustration  of  the  benefit  derived 

effi>rt  to  the  contrary)  acquires  a  bad  m>m  crutches,  as  regards  the  position 

position,  and,  as  we  have  already  seen,  of  the  limb ;  even  under  unfavourable 

the  pain  is  always  more  urgent  in  the  circumstances.  ^  The    case  had  been 

recumbent  posture.  treated  as  an  affection  of  the  hip.   The 

It  has  been  asserted  hj  those  who  articulations  of  the  hip  and  knee  were 

advocate  the  system  of  rest  m  scrofulous  greatly  contracted.      This  state    was 

caries  of  the  spinal   column,  that  by  rendered  more  permanent  by  a  high 

allowing  the  patient  to  move  about  in  shoe  which  she  had   worn  for  some 

the  erect  position,  the  superincumbent  time.    She  complained  of  pain  in  the 

weight  of  the  bod^  is  hurtful ;  that  the  hip  and  knee,  particularly  at  night, 

canes  is  increased  by  it,  and  the  repa-  She  had  great  tenderness  in  the  re^on 

rative  process  retarded.    This  mode  of  of  the 'liver.    The  digestive  functions 

reasoning,  however,  seems  to  me  falla-  were  much  deranged.  These  symptoms 

dous.     I  think  that  too  much  impor-  were  accompanied  by  ateazing  cough, 

tance  has  been  assigned  to  the  effect  of  I  reported  the  case  to  Dr.  Dennison, 

superincumbent  weight ;    for  it  may  under  whose  care  she  was  admitted, 

reasonably  be  asked  of  what  use  are  the  and  with  his    concurrence    she    was 

muscles  unless  to  support  the  spine  and  placed  under    the  hepatic  treatment, 

toretainitin  its  natural  position,  and  by  The  high  shoe  w^as  removed,  and  she 

their  influence  to  sustain  the  weight  of  was  ordered  to  walk  on  crutches.    She 

the  body,  as  well  as  to  minister  to  the  underwent  a  course  of  warm  bathing, 

locomotive  functions.    So  long  as  the  &c.  and  by  Sept.  3d  was  discharged 

strumous  diathesis  remains  unremedied,  cured,  having  entirely  recovered  the 

the  reparative  organs  will  be  wanting;  use  of  the  limb. 

this  must  be  at  once  apparent,  if  we  admit  «  The  use  of  counter-irritants,  such  as 
that  an  impaired  state  of  the  nutritive  moxs  issues,  &c.at  any  period  of  the  dis- 
functions (of  which  there  can  be  no  ease,  is  open  to  the  same  objection  as  in 
doubt)  is  essential  to  the  formation  of  morbus  coxse ;  they  are  only  so  many 
scrofulous  habit ;  and,  therefore,  that  means  of  aggravating  the  patient^s 
whatever  tends  to  alleviate  it  will  best  suffering.  I  nad  an  opportunity  last 
secure  the  well-doing  of  the  local  ma-  summer  of  seeing  a  youth  of  19  years 
lady ;  but  whether  or  not  the  argument  of  age  who  was  suffering  under  lumbar 
be  correct,  long  experience  has  taught  abscess  in  its  suppurative  stage,  and 
me  that  provided  the  general  symptoms  which  had  found  exit  at  the  side  of 
be  combated  successfully,  amelioration  the  spine  :  the  discharge  was  profuse. 
of  the  local  mischief  will  most  certainly  On  the  opposite  side  was  placed  a  deep 
follow.  This  circumstance  should  never  issue  about  two  inches  in  length,  whicn 
be  overlooked  or  forgotten  in  entering  was  in  a  state  of  great  irritation.  He 
on  the  use  of  topical  remedies.  was  in  the  last  stage  of  phthisis.  Could 

The  only  objection  that  can  be  made,  any  reasonable  hope  be    entertained 

in  my  opinion,  to  allowing  the  patients  from  such  treatment,  and  under  such 

to  move  about  during  the  earlier  stage,  circumstances  ?    Yet  such  cases  are  of 

is  the  uncertainty  or  gait  that  accom-  constant  occurrence.    The  warm  salt- 

panies  it,  especially    among  children,  water  and  douche  baths  will  be  found 

which  renders  them  liable  to  £el11s,  and  useful  during  the  incipient  symptoms : 

consequently  to  an  aggravation  of  the  the  latter  should  not  be  used  if  there  be 

disorder ;  tnis,  however,  is  in  a  great  great  pain.  When  once  the  abscess  has 

made  its    exit  from  the  pelvis,  and 

begins  to  form  on  the  inner  side  of  tlie 

And  I  un  informed  in  some  fnsUnces  with  bene-  thigh,  or  beneath  the  gluteal  muscles, 

fit  to  the  diiwse ;  but.  frona  cum  that  j^vecome  ^^  attention  should  be  more  than  ever 

under  my  obseiration,  it  has  not  only  been  of  j.     a*i'W»wvM  oi  «*»»«  ^^wu*^  *.  ••■»        y 

no  me,  but  exceedinirly  prejudicial.  directed  to  the  care   of  the   patients 
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general  health.     The   ioduretted  lo-  May  19  18381,  sufTering  ftx)m  posterior 

tions    applied   over    the    tumor    will  curvature  of  the  spine,  with  consequent 

now  be  of   use,   especially   if   there  psoas  abscess,  which  had  descends  be^ 

be  any  heat  of  the  parts.    The  oint-  neath  Poupart's  ligament  on  the  inner 

ments  of  iodine  and  iodine  of  potass,  side  of  the  right  thi^h,  forming  a  large 

and  iodide  of  mercury  also,  form  ex-  tumor.    He  complained  of  great  tender- 

cellent  applications ;  but  they  must  not  ness  on  pressure  in  the  epigastrium ;  the 

be  used  too   freely :   by  these  means  skin  was  yellow,  and  the  conjunctiva  of 

we  may  be  enabled  to  moderate  the  either  eye  sufTused  with  bile :  the  local 

secretion  of  pus,  and  secure  a  more  affection  originated  in  a  sprain  four 

rapid  recovery  when  the  abscess  opens,  years  previous.    The  hepatic  treatment 

I  nave  remarked  elsewhere  that  early  was  adopted,  and  by  the  time  he  left 

opening  of  the  abscess  is  prejudicial ;  the  infirmary,  October  9th,  the  tumor 

and  that  it  is  adways  advisable  to  allow  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  I  could 

it  to  break  of  itself.    This  rule  applies  not,  by  the  most  careful  examination, 

especially  to  accumulations  of  pus  in  detect  the  slightest  fluctuation.    His 

the  psoas  muscle.    1  have  sometimes  general  health  'had  undergone  great 

had  occasion  to  observe  that,  when  the  improvement* 

sac   has  been  large,  the  quantity  of  Thomas  Whitehead,  let.  24,  admitted 

matter  secreted  has  varied  according  to  May  13th,  1840,  sufiering  from  an  ac- 

the  state  of  the  patient's  general  health,  cumulation  of  matter  on  the  upper  and 

If  any  circumstance  tended  to  derange  inner  side  of  the  left  thigh  consequent 

this,  an  increase  was  generally  percepti-  on  psoas  abscess.    He  had  been  thus 

ble;   but  when  it  was  remeoied,  an  affected  eighteen  months.    Fluctuadon 

obvious  diminution  in  quantity  took  was  verj^  perceptible  low  down  on  the 

place.    I  was  for  some  time  inclined  to  inner  side  of  the  thigh :  his  general 

oeheve  myself  in  error  in  this  respect,  health  was   not  much  impaired.    He 

but  repeated  and  careftil  observation  left  the  infinnary  October  23d,  greatly 

has  awured  me  of  the  fact.    The  fol-  improved  in  every  respect.    The  accu- 

lowing  cases  shew  to  what  extent  pus  mulation  was  scarcely  observable  at 

may  be  secreted  and  reabsorbed,  under  the  time  of  his  departure, 

careful  attention  to  the  general  health.  W.  O.,  set.  8,  admitted  as  an  out-door 

Jane  Redding,  st.  17f  admitted  Aug.  patient  May  22d,  1840,  labouring  under 

30,  1837»  suffering  from  psoas  abscess  psoas  abscess  in  its  incipient  sta^.    He 

on  the  right  side,  and  an  ulcerated  complained  of  great  pam  in  the  nip  and 

state  of  the  foot,  with  caries  of  one  of  knee,  which  was  worse  at  night.     He 

the  phalanges.    The  accumulation  of  was  suffering  from  hepatic  con^stion ; 

pus  was  enormous,  and  occupied  the  the  ton^e  was  furred,  pulse  qmck  and 

inner  part  of  the  thigh,  which  was  small,  al vine  excretions  irregular.    Not 

nearly  as  large  round  as  her  body ;  the  long  after  his  arrival  I  observed  a  ful- 

sac  could  not  contain  much  less  (upon  ness  on  the  upper  and  inner  side  of  the 

a  moderate  calculation)  than  a  ^lon.  right  thigh,  wnich  soon  increased,  and 

She  complained  of  pain  in  the  hip  and  proved  to  be  an  accumulation  of  pus. 

knee,  and  suffered  severely  when  she  The    pelvis    was    much    canted    up, 

attempted  to  move  about.    She  was  and  thus   gave  a  greater  appearance 

labouring  under  hectic  symptoms.    The  of   lengthening    to    the    limb    than 

usual  treatment  waa  adopted.    She  left  usual.    The  usual  plan  of  treatment 

October  16th.    Her  general  health  was  .  was  followed,  and  he  left  the  infirmary 

greatly  improved,  and  the  abscess  con-  October  23d,  greatly  improved  in  his 

siderably  diminished  in  size.    She  re-  health.    The  abscess  haa  been  entirely 

turned  to  the  infirmarv  May  18,  1838 1  absorbed.    I  have  twice  had  an  oppor- 

her  general  health  had  continued  good  tunity  of  seeing  him  during  the  wmter, 

during  the  winter ;   the  sac  had  de-  and  he  remains  quite  well.  Other  cases 

creased,  and  the  foot  was  healed.    She  might  be  related  bearing  on  this  point, 

returned  home  October  16,  in  excellent  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  foreroing 

health:    the  abscess  now    formed    a  are  sufficiently  demonstrative  of  the 

circumscribed  tumor  of  some  size  at  the  inexpediency  of  eariy  opening ;  for  if 

upper  and  inner  side  of   the  thigh,  nature  will  promote  a  cure,  it  is  far 

wiuch  seemed  as  if  it  would  be  mti-  better  than  the  employment  of  artificial 

mately  absorbed*  means ;  .whether  matter  be  llberat(?d 

Thomas  Brenchly,  fit.  23,  admitted  from  a  chronic  abscess  of  a  large  auce 
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by  incision,  or  an  outlet  form  of  itself, 
it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  this 
is  always  fraught  yntn  more  or  less 
risk  to  the  patient.  In  the  latter  in- 
stance, however,  there  is  assuredly 
less  than  in  the  former.  Provided 
we. continue  our  attention  to  the  gene- 
ral health,  the  longer  the  abscess  is 
in  forming  an  exit,  the  more  proba- 
bility will  there  be  (generally  speaking) 
of  a  nappy  result. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  next,] 


CLEFT  PALATE. 


7b  the  Ediior  qf  the  Medical  Oaiette. 
Sir, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  sending  vou  an 
account  of  a  case  of  cleft  palate,  in 
which  an  operation  was  performed, 
with  as  much  success  as  could  have 
been  anticipated,  when  the  lam  size 
of  the  interval  between  the  edges  of 
the  tissue  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  brief  narration  of  such  cases  is 
not  unattended  with  advantage,  and 
the  means  of  dissemination  of  the 
result  of  experience  in  the  treatment 
of  manv  of  uie  ordinary  forms  of  sur- 
gical dfsease,  through  such  publications 
as  your  own,  lead  one  to  record  indi- 
vidual examples  of  success,  and  which 
cannot  well  be  detailed  and  given  to 
the  public  in  any  other  manner. 

A  little  boy,  15  years  of  age,  was  bom 
with  the  defect  alluded  to,  accompanied 
with  hare-lip;  the  palatine  processes 
of  the  superior  maxillary  and  palate 


bones  of  the  left  side  being  also  defi- 
cient, nearly  as  far  forwards  as  the 
alveolarv  process.  The  ordinary  ope- 
ration for  hare-lip  was  performed  at 
the  London  Hospital  during  infancy. 

I  was  induced,  at  the  request  of  the 
parents,  to  make  a  farther  effort  to 
rectify  an  evil  so  detrimental  to  him, 
from  his  consequent  defective  pro- 
nunciation. 

The  ordinary  steps  of  the  operation 
differ  but  slightly  from  those  frequently 
adopted;  but  a  slight  detail  of  them 
may  not  be  uninteresting.  The  extre- 
mity of  each  half  of  the  uvula  was  suc- 
cessively seised  with  Asseldini's  forceps, 
and  with  a  spear-pointed  knife  a  shoe 
of  the  edge  of  eacn  half  of  the  fissured 
soft  palate  removed.  The  instrument 
next  employed  was  one  of  extreme 
simplicity,  and  which  answered  per- 
fectly. It  consisted  of  a  simple  silver 
style,  of  about  three  inches  in  length, 
fixed  firmly  in  an  ebony  handle,  and 
bent  at  its  extremity  to  the  curve 
represented  in  the  drawing :  at  the 
end  of  this,  a  steel  point,  with  an  eye 
capable  of  holding  a  moderate-sized 
ligature,  is  affixed.  The  advantage  of 
its  being  made  of  silver  is,  t-hat  it  is 
capable  of  being  bent  to  any  curve,  to 
smt  the  necessities  of  the  case.  There 
was  no  difiiculty  whatever  in  passing 
the  end  of  the  instument,  armed  with 
the  ligature,  through  the  right  flap 
of  the  velum,  the  point  of  the  instru- 
ment being  carried  from  behind  for- 
wards, so  as  to  be  seen  projecting  into 
the  mouth,  and  with  a  long  pair  of 
elastic  forceps  the  ligature  was  laid 
hold  of  on  the  concaee  side  of  the 
needle,  and  drawn  forwmrds  ;  the 
instrument  was  then  withdrawn,  the 


ligature  of  course  being  still  held  in 
its  eye,  and  was  then  turned  to  the 
opposite  sid6,  and  made  to  traverse 
in  the  same  manner — namely,  from 
behind  forwards— the  left  flap.  The 
object  was  now  to  disengage  tne  li^ 
ture  completely  from  the  needle,  which 
could  only  be  done  by  seizing  it  on 
the  efmvesB  side ;  a  point  of  no  great 
difficulty  to  accomplish.  The  needle 
was  then  entirely  withdrawn.  As 
many  ligatures  as  the  surgeon  thinks 


fit  may  in  this  manner  be  employed. 
In  the  case  now  under  consideration, 
three,  which  is  the  usual  number,  were 
used ;  and  the  parts  were  brought 
together  by  the  mdices  fingers.  As 
there  was  considerable  stretching  of 
the  soft  palate,  from  the  immense  si^e 
of  the  aperture,  a  longitudinal  incision 
was  made  on  each  side  through  the 
palate,  after  the  method  advised  by 
Dieffenbach,  and  the  tension  was 
thereby  most   materially  dinunished. 
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The  union  was  exceedingly  good,  but  pair   of   nerves ;  and   his    conditioa, 

not  quite  perfect.  which  is  so  well  described  by  Mr.  Cur- 

An  artificial  palate  can,  I  have  no  ling,  was  such  as  fully  to  warrant  the 

doubt,  now  be  worn ;  but  it  is  found  interference  of  a  surgeon.    But,  sir,  in 

necessary  to  attach  this  to  the  teeth  ;  admittins:  the  propriety  of  operating  on 

and  as  the  canine  teeth  are  gradually  one  eye-ud  wnen  both  are  affected,  is 

descending,  Mr.  Craigie,  into  whose  a  surgeon  justified  in  having  recourse 

hands  he  has  now  fallen,  is  waiting  to  the  operation    when  one  only    is 

until  they  are  so  far  advanced  as  to  paralyzed? — a  case  of  far  more  fre- 

become  fixed  objects  for  its  attachment,  quent  occurrence.    I  think  not.  When 

The  only  difficulty,  and  that  is  one  palsy  affects  the  muscles  supplied  by 
of  a  comparatively  trifling  nature,^  the  third  pair  of  nerves,  the  iris  also 
which  can  occur  in  the  employment  participates  in  the  same  condition,  and 
of  the  needle,  arises  from  the  needle,  the  pupil  is  dilated ;  and  where  the  pa- 
after  being  withdrawn  through  the  ralysis  is  as  'complete  as  in  the  case 
second  fiap,  being  found. still  impli-  described  by  Mr.  Curling,  largely  di- 
cated  in  the  ligature ;  and  all  that  is  lated,  and  incapable  of  extraction  under 
requisite  to  rectify  this  error  is,  either  the  strongest  stimulus  of  light,  I  have 
to  remove  the  ligature  on  one  side,  and  ever  regarded  this  conjunction  of  the 
re-introduce  it,  or  to  draw  it  through  dilated  pupil,  with  palsy  of  the  upper 
the  mouth,  cut  out  the  needle,  and  tie  lid,  as  a  most  admirable  and  provident 
a  knot  in  the  lieature,  which  will,  on  contrivance  for  the  protection  of  the 
the  securing  of  the  ligature,  be  found  retina.  Had  the  orbicularis  palpebr«, 
behind  the  wound,  and  which  would  instead  of  the  levator  palpebrae,  re- 
afterwards  readily  drop  out  when,  after  ceived  its  nervous  influence  from  the 
adhesion  had  taken  place,  the  anterior  same  source  as  the  iris  and  the  three 
knot  was  cut  away.  This  accident  recti  muscles,  what  would  have  been 
occurred  in  the  introduction  of  one  of  the  condition  of  a  patient  in  whom 
the  ligatures,  but  occasioned  no  incon-  these  parts  were  paralysed  P — unable  to 
venience. — I  am,  sir,  '  close  the  hds  or  to  roll  the  eye  under 
Your  obedient  servant*  them,  (a  movement  .which,  in  part, 
John  Adams.  supplies  the  defect  of  the  patent  state 

81,  New  Broad  street,  of  tne  eye -lids  in  cases  of  paralysis  of 

_        '^P"*  ^®**- the    portio   dura)  the   pupil  cfilated, 

immobile,  and  incapable  of  excluding  a 

REMARKS  ON  MR.  T.  B.  CURLING*S  too    great  abundance  or  intensity  of 

NEW  METHOD  OF  light :  either  comeitis,  with  its  atten- 

CURING  PARALYTIC  PTOSIS  BY  dant  consequences,  ulceration  or  slough- 

OPERATION  ^^  ^^  ^^^  tonic,  and  escape  of  the  nu- 

mours,  would  have  resultea,  or  retinitis, 
terminating  in  total  blindness,  must 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^^  ensued.     It  behoves  us  therefore, 

m  recommending  an  operation  for  the 
S>R>  alleviation  of  present  distress,  not  to 
In  your  journal  of  the  26th  instant,  lose  sight  of  probable  ulterior  conse- 
Mr.  Curling  has  favoured  the  profession  (juences,  and  to  be  careful  that,  in  hav- 
with  the  details  of  an  operation  sue-  ing  recourse  to  analogy  as  our  guide, 
cessfully  performed  for  the  cure  of  na-  we  do  not  overlook  those  apparency 
ralytic  ptosis.  A  somewhat  simuar  minor  circumstances  in  which  the  ana- 
operation,  he  informs  us,  was  under-  loey  does  not  hold,  but  which  must  be 
taken  by  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Manchester,  taken  into  account,  before  we  can  con- 
in  a  case  of  traumatic  ptosis  of  one  lid  fidently  predict,  or  rationally  hope  for, 
consequent  upon  a  division  or  lace-  success.  These  remarks  are  not  made 
ration  of  the  levator  palpebrae  muscle ;  in  a  spirit  of  criticism,  but  are  intended 
and  he  seems  to  consider  it  equally  ap-  rather  as  a  caution  to  those  more  zea- 
plicable  to  the  one  form  of  the  aflTection  lous  than  discreet  members  of  our 
as  the  other.  The  subject  of  the  ope-  profession,  who,  in  their  eager  scram- 
ration,  in  Mr.  Curline's  case,  was  a  ble  for  cases  to  operate  on,  pay  too 
gentleman  affected  with  double  ptosis  little  regard  to  their  own  inexpertness 
and  divergent  strabismus  from  palsy  or  their  patients'  welfare.  Fortunately 
of  the  muscles  supplied  by  the  third  cases  of  paralytic  ptosis  are  much  more 
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Tare  than  those  of  squlnthig  and  stam-  these  reformers,  who  are  chiefly  oc- 

mering,  but  should  some  unfortun^e  cupied  by  a  single  topic ;   and  though 

victim  of  this  disease  fall  into  the  hands  ^^  ^^  confessed  that  his  zealsome- 

of  an  inexperienced  operator,  and  too  w**™^^*  h«h,  uioix»&ovuic 

large  a  portion  of  the  upper  lid  be  ex-  ^^^  outruns  his  discretion,  yet  few 

cised,  either  ectropium  would  be  pro<>  can  read  his  censures  without  deriving 

duced,  or  the  remaininjg^  portion  of  the  some  useful  hints  from  the  perusal, 

lid  might  be  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  p^  Crowther  indeed,  br  we  showed  in 
eyeb^,  imlessby  strong  contraction  of   ^'  ^rowtner,  maeeo,  as  we  snowea  m 

the  orbicularis  palpebrcB.      In  either  our  fonner  article,  is  one  of  the  angnest 

case  the  probable  result  would  be  cor-  of  critics.     He  reminds  one   of   the 

neitis  ana  its  consequences,  from  ina-  description  of  that  fierce  satirist,  whose 

bility  of  the  muscles  to  roll  the  eye  pen  was  like  a  drawn  sword,  and  whose 

under  the  upper  ud ;  or  retinitis,  from  f        ..  jj^i-x-i. 

inability  of  tfc  pupil  to  contract  and  invectives  produced  the  most  violent 

exclude  too  great  a  deme  of  light.  emotions  of  terror  in  the  breasts  of 

I  am,  sir,  those  who  were  conscious  that  they 

Your  obe^ent  servant,  jj^^  deserved  them*. 

fj     H.Ot.THOTTS1E 

Surgeon  to  tbe  St.  Pmcru  Oenml        Like  every  eager  reformer,  he  not 

Dispensary.  Q^iy  shows  with  much  vehemence  that 

18,  Keppel  street,  Rossell  Square,  .,  .  v   ^  •        *•  c  j  *i.  ^ 

March  31, 1841.  things  are  wrong,  but  is  satisfied  that 


—  he  could   set    them  all  quite  right ; 

MflPTiin  AT     n  A  'ZTTTT'T?  ^^ereas,  though  it  is  tolerably  easy  to 

MJliUlCAlj   UrAZiiiil  1  11a.  point  out  the  incongruity  and  incohe- 

Frtday,  April  16, 1841.  rence  of  all  human  systems,  we  doubt 

—  if  even  Caleb  Crowther  himself  could 

publicnm  sit,  dicendi  pertenlnin  non  recuso."  Nothing    is   more  easy,  for  example, 

CicKRo.  ^YiA^  to  show,  as  he  did  in  his  former 

IMPROVEMENT   OF    MADHOUSES,  essay,  that  there  are  defecte  in  the  pre- 

sent  method  of  electing  the  medical 
The  division  of  labour  has  often  been  directors  of  asylums.  But,  as  we  then 
panegyrized  by  political  economists  j  answered,  there  are  obvious  objections 
and  it  is  observed  by  Adam  Smith  that  ^  the  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Crowther, 
the  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  of  appointing  them  by  a  Minister  of 
making  a  pin,  contribute  not  only  to  Health,  assisted  by  a  medical  board, 
the  excellence  but  to  the  quickness  of  Elect  them,  if  you  please,  by  the  votes 
the  work.  In  fact,  by  this  parcelling  of  five  hundred  governors,  or  by  a  me- 
out  of  the  manufacture  among  many  dical  jury  and  a  concaurs,  and  objec- 
artificers,  more  and  better  pins  are  tions— good  sound  objections— will  not 
made,  than  if  each  man  attempted  to  be  wanting.  Moreover,  without  he- 
make  entire  pins.  Just  so  in  the  Ueving,  as  Dr.  Crowther  does,  that  the 
reform  of  church  and  state,  the  busi-  most  ignorant  men  will  often  produce 
ness  is  undertaken  with  the  greatest  the  best  testimonials,  we  can  easily 
vigour  by  those  who  confine  them-  understand  that  the  man  who  is  theo- 
selves  to  one  branch  of  the  subject  j  retically  the  most  fit,  may  not,  in  vul- 

who>  as  it  were,  keep  for  ever  at  the 

head  of  the  pin,  careless  of  the  silver-  •Ense  velut  stricto  qootiea  Lacflioa  ardens 

in<r  nr  nnintincr      Dr    Caleb  Crowther.       Infremult,  mbct  auditor,  cui  fHgida  mens  est 

jng  or  pomnng.     ur.  v^aieo  i^rowmer,  cri^inibag,  xtaatk  sodant  pr»coidiacali>&. 

on  whose  opinions  we  commented  a  ^      ,,  ,.v^     .        _. 

'^^  ^     i_  *  when  aagnr  Cnmtber,  as  with  Haminr  swottL 

few  years  ago*,  appears  to  be  one  of  Rages,  bu  bearers  dread  each  bitter  word; 

, — . -^ Recorded  crime  the  guilty  heart  affrights, 

«  llBOiCAL  Oasbttb,  Oct.  6),  1888.  And  sad  mad-doctors  tremble  as  he  writes. 
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gar  phiEse,  work  the  establishment  the  we  should  be  liable  to  a  continual 
best.  alternation  of  the  dull  and  the  disap- 
AgaiOf  in  his  present  essay*,  he  de-  pointed ;  the  former  unable,  and  the 
claims  against  the  luxurioitsness  of  latter  hardly  willing,  to  perform  the 
directors  of  asylums,  and  sees  much  duties  of  their  oflice  efficiently.  When 
mischief  in  their  dinner-parties.  A  a  medical  place  is  accepted  with  little 
feast  of  three  courses  occupies  the  ser-  pleasure,  and  vacated  with  great  ala- 
▼ants  of  the  institution,  and  detains  crity,  deHrmU  rdgea^  pleetmUut  AcUn 
them  from  their  regular  offices ;  and  — ^it  is  the  ruleiB  of  the  institution  who 
oh  one  occamon  a  director  '*  on  hospi-  err,  but  the  poor  patients  who  sufier, 
table  thoughts  intent,"  when  summoned  .  Again,  the  Director  of  the  West  Rid* 
to  a  maniacal  patient,  did  not  go  to  see  ing  Asylum,  according  to  Dr.  Crowther, 
him  till  he  had  broken  two  hundred  makes  presents  of  the  produce  of  the 
and  thirty-six  squares  of  glass.  It  is  garden  to  his  friends,  and  this  is  for- 
quite  clear  that  it  is  arithmetically  and  bidden  by  the  printed  rules  of  the 
morally  possible  to  make  a  director  Institution,  though  perhaps  oounte- 
so  rich  that  he  shall  be  too  great  a  man  nanced  by  the  tacit  permission  of  the 
for  his  place;  whether  this  has  erer  visiting  magistrates.  The  rules  also 
been  done,  and  especially  whether  it  say,  that  "  aay  officer  or  servant  found 
is  the  case  at  the  West  Riding  Asy-  making  a  perquisite  of  any  kind  what- 
Imn,  on  which  Dr.  Crowther's  heaviest  ever,  wDl  be  instantly  dismissed."  It 
censures  are  showered,  we  know  not.  certainly  would  seem  desirable,  either 
We  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  his  to  alter  the  statutes,  or  make  the  prac- 
salary  is.  A  well-paid  medical  officer  tice  agree  with  them  $  for  as  the  rules 
in  any  public  mstitution  is  so  singular  direct  the  vegetables  not  consumed  in 
an  exception,  that  the  whole  of  this  the  Asylum  to  be  sold  for  its  benefit, 
rare  class  existing  in  England  might  each  cucumber  presented  to  the  neigh- 
be  counted  on  one's  fingers ;  and  to  hours  is  a  loss,  though  a  small  one. 
hear  of  such  an  instance  is  as  refresh-  It  might  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  ques- 
ing  as  to  see  a  warm  colour  after  tion  was,  whether  these  infractions  of 
long  gazing  on  cold  tints.  But  though  the  law  were  so  frequent  as  to  render 
it  would  be  easy  enough  to  avoid  this  it  advisable  for  the  authorities  to  inter- 
pleasant  fault,  and  give  the  resident  fere ;  or  whether  they  were  so  rare  and 
officer  of  an  asylum  a  salary  of  suffi-  minute  as  to  make  interference  inezpe- 
eient  scantiness,  in  any  degree  from  cfient,andalmostludicrou6;  while  to  this 
the  bare  subsistence  of  an  assistant-  it  might  be  answered,  that  perquisites, 
surgeon  in  the  army,  down  to  the  pre-  like  fame,  are  parva  meiu  pritno,  but 
text  of  pay  bestowed  on  a  Union  officer,  often  rise  to  great  heights  from  modest 
or  the  avowed  nothing  given  to  a  dis-  beginnings.  So  that  it  is  one  of  those 
pensary  doctor,  yet  this  frtigal  plan  has  practical  questions  of  constant  recur- 
its  disadvantages,  and  is  as  unjust  to  the  rence,  where  the  difficulty  is  to  draw  a 
patients  as  it  is  to  the  physician.  In-  line  between  small  and  great,  and  de- 
stesid  of  procuring  the  cheeriul  services  cide  with  mathematical  exactness 
'  of  a  man  of  talent,  who  felt  that  he  where  the  important  begins.  Who, 
had  at  length  obtained  something  like  for  instance,  would  grudge  a  visitor  to 
a  reward  for  the  labours  of  a  life-time,  an  hospital  a  dose  of  peppermint  and 
'  rhubarb ;  yet  who  would  allow  him  to 

«  ObMnraHona  on  the  Manafemeat  of  Mad-  be  constantly  supplied  with  medicine 

bouKs.    Pirt  the  Second.    My  t'aleb  Crowther,  . .           j      v                i_          »         ,  . 

M.D.  i8«i.  gratis ;  and  who  can  shew  where  his 
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demands  began  to  be  unreasonable?  pledged  to  secrecy;  but  the  fkct  was 

On  the  whole,  however,  we  like  adhe-  communicated  to  some  of  the  visiting 

rence  to  the  most  rigorous  scrupulosity,  justices.      Instead   of  this,   says  Dr. 

andcannot,  therefore,  but  approve  of  Dr.  Crowther,  the  director  ought  to  have 

Crowther,  who,  when  physician  to  the  sent  for  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the 

institution,  **  declined  accepting  from  Asylum,  who  should   have  examined 

the  matron  a  present  of  fruit,  produced  Susannah  Roginson.    So  far,  so  good; 

in  the  garden  belonging  to  the  Asylum,  but  when  he  adds  that  if  she  had 

because  I  conceived  that  she  had  no  turned  out  not  to  be  the  mother,  the 

right  to  give,  nor  I  to  receive,  public  matron  and  housekeeper  ought  to  liave 

property."  examined  all  the  nurses  and  femak 

Perhaps  the  neatest  way  of  getting  servants  capable  of  bearing  ehildren, 

out  of  this  scrape  Would  be  to  allow  we  must  differ  from  him.    Such  an 

the  Director  the  disposal  of  the  vege-  examination  of  a  host  of  women  on 

tables  hot  consumed  in  the  Asylum,  as  mere  speculation,  seems  calculated  to 

a  sort  of  increase  to  his  salary.   Another  do  any  thing  but  effect  Dr.  Crowther's 

accusation  which  Dr.  Crowther  brings  object  of  curbing  indecency,  and  pre- 

against   the    Wakefield    Asylum,    is  Tenting  the  Asylum  from  becoming  a 

founded  on  a  remarkable  case ;  so  re-  scene  of  licentiousness.  This  examina- 

markable,  indeed,    that  the  desire  of  tion  can  only  be  permissible  wlien  there 

communicating  it  to  ,the  public  may  are  the  strongest  grounds  for  suspicion 

possibly  have  been  the  chief  motive  against  the  individual.  This  vflbir  came 

for  writing  this  second  essay.  to  Dr.  Crowther's  ears  about  three  years 

Susannah  Roginson,  having  become  and  a  half  after  it  had  happened,  on 

deranged  from  disappointment  in  love,  whieh  he  sent  an  aeoount  of  it  lo  the 

was  admitted  into  the  asylum  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  m  due  time 

19th  of  January,  1828,  at  the  age  of  received  an  answer  stating  that  Lord 

twenty-three.    On  the  1st   of  April,  Normanby  did  nof  think  it  neeessary 

1836,  a  dead  child  was  found  in  her  to  take  any  Airther  proceedings  on  the 

bed,  and  on  the  18th  of  the  following  subject." 

month   she   died   herself.     Susannah  After  the  receipt  of  this  letter  the 

Ro^nson  had  long  been  in  a  state  of  visiting  justices  held  an  inquiry,  which 

fatuity,  and  never  left  the  ward.    In  also  terminated  in  nothing.    The  di- 

the  day-time  she  was    confined  in  a  rector  stated  to  them,  truly  enough, 

chair  by  straps,  and  at  night  m  her  ''that  such  mischances  could  not  at  all 

bed.    She  was  insensible  to  the  calls  times  be  prevented  in  an  institution  of 

of  nature,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  dis-  this  kind,  by  the  utmost  possible  vigi- 

covery  of  the  child,  was  greatly  emsr  lance  ;^'  and  the  justices  were  probably 

ciated,  aild  of  disgusting  persoital  ap-  influenced  by  the  length  of  time  which 

pearance.    Was  this  poor  creature  the  had  elapsed  since  the  incident, 

mother  of  the  child?  "^  Dr.  Crowther  is  The  diet  of  the  patients  was  changed 

almost  sure  she  was ;  we  think  it  at  for  the  worse,  says  the  censor  of  Wake-« 

least  as  likely  that  she  was  not,  and  field,  by  the  substitution  of  boiled  rice 

that  some  other  woman  wished  to  con-  and  onions  for  the  regular  Saturday's 

ceal  her  frailty  by  laying  its  evidence  dinner  of  four  ounces  of  coarse  beef 

in  Susannah's  bed.    The  visiting  phy-  made  into  Irish  stew.      The  excuse^ 

sician,  says   Dr.  Crowther,  was    not  assigned  was,  that  old  potatoes  cannot 

made  acquainted  with   the   incident,  be  procured  at  certain  seasons  of  the 

while  the  nurses  and  servants  were  year,  and  that  the  dish  is  not  good 
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when  made  with  new  ones.    Dr.  Crow-  event  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in 

ther  does  not  think  this  a  good  reason,  Paris,  which  cost  M.  Hervy  his  life. 

or  the  true  one;    however,  the  old  He  w^  preparing  some  cartom^ 

«  ^  ,     ,    ,.         \      .          '          ,  m  Its  liquid  form,  m  Thilorsen's  appa- 

Saturday's  dinner  has  heen  restored.  j^tus,  wliich  is  composed  of  two  cylm- 

As  for  the  credibility  of  the  servants  drical  reservoirs,  of  about  the  tiiickness 

of  a  madhouse,  Dr.  Crowther  believes  of  two  centimetres,  with  an  interior 

it  easy  to  ascertain  their  moral  charac-  diameter  of  from  eight  to  ten  centime- 

.            J                     *i      av         1         ^  tres.    J!«acn  of  those  cylinders  had  an 

ter,  and,  consequently,  the  value  of  interior  space  of  about  four  litres.    The 

their  evidence,  through  the  medium  of  carbonic  acid  was  produced  by  the  ac- 

daily  visitors.    These  last  he  thinks,  tion  of  sulphuric  acid  on  the  bicarbo- 

and  probably  with  truth,  are  a  great  °ate  of  soda,  which  were  introduced 

check  on  the  «aladnunistration  of  hos-  n'l'^ro'l^teation  wL  t  fc 

pitals  and  asylums.    It  is  the  business  blished  between  this  first  cylinder  and 

of  a  daily    visitor  to  prevent  fraud,  the  other,  and  the  carbonic  acid  passed 

waste,  or  neglect;   to  insure  cleanli-  into  the  second  cylinder  by  distillation. 

ness ;  to  examine  all  the  provisions  in  ll  **^^  first  cylinder  remained  a  resi- 

^,      '              ,    ,                ,    ,       ,  due,  consisting:  of  sulphate  of  soda, 

the  house,  cooked  or  uncooked,  and  see  ^hich  was  taken  out  to  replace  it  by  a 

that  the  patients  get  a  proper  quantity  new  supply,  in  order  to  obtain  a  deter- 

of  good  and  wholesome  food ;  and  to  minate  quantity  of  the  liquid  carbonic 

notice  the  misconduct  of  officers  or  ^^^''  ^  quantity  which,  as  we  have 

Ti»  11  xi-        x_-     .     r          J  seen,  may  be  raised  to  four  litres.   The 

servants.    If  all  the  patients  of  a  mad-  fi«t  cylinder  is  supported  on  two  trun- 

house  are  sent  to  bed  at  six  o'clock,  nions,  which  keep  it  in  equilibrium, 

owing  to  ^e  absence  of  keeper,  direc-  and  allow  an  extensive  degree  of  oscil- 

tor,  and  matron,  the  unexpected  visit  l^*^^"*                                        ,        ^, 

ex.                   ^         Ml    J  4.    X   ^L  It  was  at  the    moment    when  M. 

of  such  an  mspector  wiU  detect  the  Hervy  was  balancing  the  cylinder  on 

negligence.     Nay,  hw  soothing  con-  the  trunnions,  to  eflfect  the  mixture  of 

verse  contributes  to  the  cure  of  the  the  acid  with  the  soda,  that  the  explo- 

insane ;  for  the  patient  often  fancies  ^^^^  took  place.    At  this  moment  there 

that  the  nurse,  director,  and  physician,  ^'f-  ""Vl  ''^'  ^''''^flz  ^'  u-^"^^^ 

,:    ,.         *   .    / ,  r          I  a  fnend  who  was  assisting  him.    The 

are  m  a  combination  against  him,  and  latter  was  thrown  down  by  the  explo- 

is  tranquillized  by  the  assurances  of  sion,  but  was  not  struck  by  any  frag- 

o»e  who  has  no  interest  but  in  pro-  ment  of  the  machinery.     Not  so  M. 

motine  his  welfare.                                •  Hervy.     The  appararus  was  on  the 

T     *    A         ^  ^'    r^       .1-        ...  -1  floor  of  the  room,  and  the  whole  effect 

Last  August  Dr.  Crowther  visited  ^f  th^  explosion  was  directed  against 

four  of  our  great  lunatic  hospitals—  his  lees,  which  were  cruelly  mutilated, 

Haslar,  St.  Luke's,  Bethlem,  and  Han-  so  ^  trom  the  commencement  to  hold 

well.    He  was  pleased  with  them  all,  ^"*  ^"^  chance  of  saving  his  life. 

butiaench«.ted^thHanweU.  p^X^TneS  Sa^^tfLXS^I 

In    the    improvement    of    lunatic  more  this  unfortunate  victim  to  science 

asylums.  Dr.  Crowther  is  a  useful  co-  had  ceased  to  exist 

operator;    for  though  he   is  for   too  llie  exolosion  was  accompanied  by 

angry  to  be  always  in  the  right,  he  is  ?  ^^l"^^^  noise,  and  considerable  in- 

r    ♦       1  «    u    J  J  .   »      1          .    xi_  J^T  *o  *ne  apartment.    It  is  almost 

far  too  clear-headed  to  be  always  m  the  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this  experi- 

^*^rong.  ment  will  not  again  be  attempted  in 

connection  with  the  public  lectures*. 

DBATH  FROM  AN  EXPLOSION  OF    """ 

CARBONIC  ACID.  *  Joomal  de  Phannacie. 

Thb  daily  journals  have  already  made  

the  public  aware   of  the  deplorable 
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Reported  by  Goudon  Buck,  M.D.^ 
Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 


Convulsions  foltowing  an  old  it^ury  of  the 
head;  cured  by  the  application  of  the 
tvephtne^m 

August  22d,  1839.  In  company  with  the 
above  named  gentlemen,  I  yisited  Mrs. 
M*D.,  aged-  35  years,  a  person  in  humble 
circumstances,  who  was  then  recovering 
from  a  severe  attack  of  convulsions,  for 
which  it  had  been  necessary  to  employ  the 
most  active  depleting  means.  She  was  pale 
and  feeble,  bat  able  to  sit  up,  and  had  been 
confined  for  several  weeks.  Upon  careful 
inquiry,  the  following  particulars  of  her  case 
were  ascertained.  Three  years  previous, 
while  living  in  the  city  of  New  York,  she 
received  a  blow  in  the  middle  of  the  forehead 
from  a  stone,  which  stunned  her  for  a  short 
time.  On  recovering  her  senses,  vomiting 
came  on,  and  continned  for  several  hours. 
Two  or  three  days  after  the  injury,  Dr.  Mott 
saw  her,  and  removed  two  small  portions  of 
bone.  The  wound  continued  to  suppurate 
for  several  months  afterwards,  and  then 
healed  up.  About  eighteen  months  after 
the  accident,  she  was  attacked  with  convul- 
sions, when  far  advanced  in  pr^nancy  with 
her  third  child.  Bloodletting,  with  other 
depleting  remedies,  relieved  her,  so  that  she 
reoovend  her  usual  health,  and  went  her 
full  time.  After  a  respite  of  several  months 
she  was  attacked  a  second  time,  and  relieved 
by  the  same  means.  She  was  now  recovering 
from  the  third  attack,  which  had  been  more 
violent  and  protracted  than  either  of  the 
preceding:  during  the  interval  that  had 
elapsed  between  it  and  the  second  attack, 
she  had  several  times  suffered  from  threat- 
ening symptoms,  such  as  flushed  (ace,  drow- 
siness, and  torpor,  of  which  she  had  been 
relieved  by  bloodletting.  She  never  suffered 
from  headache,  nor  referred  any  uneasy  sen- 
sations to  the  seat  of  the  wound.  During 
the  attacks,  her  thee  and  all  her  limbs  were 
alike  convulsed.  She  was  evidently  agitated 
by  our  visit,  and  her  recollection  confused ; 
with  the  assistance  of  her  husband,  however, 
she  was  able  to  nMke  out  the  order  of  dif- 
ferent occurrences.  The  deatriz  upon  her 
fordiead  presented  the  following  appearances : 
it  was  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  in  the 
form  of  a  narrow  fttrrow,  with  its  upper  half 
lying  in  the  median  line,  and  its  lower  a 

•  ftom  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Borgenr  for  October  1840. 

t  This  case  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  A. 
Welch,  of  Wetbersfleld,  Connecticut,  through 
wlioae  courtesy  I  was  invited  to  see  it,  and  with 
whose  approbation,  as  well  as  that  of  Dr.  Fuller, 
of  Hartlbrtl,  who  performed  the  operation,  it  is 
now  mads  pahlic. 


little  to  the  left  of  it,  and  termiaating  at  the 
eyebrow;  it  was  one-third  of  an  inch  in 
width,  one-fourth  in  depth  at  its  upper  half, 
growing  more  shallow  towards  its  lower  ex- 
tremity ;  there  was  evidently  a  loss  of  a 
portion  of  the  external  table  of  the  skull, 
and  the  cicatrix  of  the  skin  was  closely  ad- 
herent to  the  bottom  of  the  furrow.  The 
parts  were  free  from  tenderness  or  pain. 
Tht  patient,  as  well  as  her  husband,  was 
exceedingly  anxious  for  relief,  and  willing 
any  operation  should  be  performed  that 
afforded  a  prospect  of  benefit. 

Our  opinion  concurring  in  favour  of  tre- 
phining, Dr.  Fuller  proceeded  to  perform 
tiie  operation.  A  semi-lunar  incision  was 
made  across  the  forehead,  with  its  convexity 
directed  downwards,  intersecting  the  cicatrix 
near  its  inferior  extremity,  and  extending  an 
inch  on  either  side  of  it.  From  the  middle 
of  this,  a  second  incision,  two  inches  in 
length,  ascended  along  the  median  line :  the 
angles  were  dissected  up,  and  the  periosteum 
detached  from  the  bone.  The  first  applica- 
tion of  the  trephine  included  about  half  an 
inch  of  the  upper  extremity  of  the  furrow, 
and  the  disc  removed  appeared  to  be  of 
unusual  diickness,  owing  to  increased  deposit 
of  osseous  matter  upon  its  inner  surface.  A 
second  disc  was  removed,  joining  tlie  first  at 
its  lower  edge,  and  including  the  remainder 
of  the  furrow ;  the  thickness  of  this  disc 
exceeded  that  of  the  first,  and  was  nearly 
half  an  inch.  It  was  perforated  by  a  foramen 
that  transmitted  a  vein  from  the  scalp  to  the 
sinus ;  the  surface  of  th«  dura  mater  exposed 
was  of  a  normal  appearance.  A  moderate 
oozing  of  blood  took  place  during  the  opera- 
tion; but  no  ligatures  were  necessary.  A 
single  suture  secured  the  angles  of  the  wound 
in  their  proper  situations,  and  the  edges  were 
kept  in  contact  by  adhesive  straps.  Com- 
presses of  lint,  secured  by  long  adhesive 
straps,  completed  the  dressing.  The  patient, 
after  the  operation,  expressed  satisfaction  at 
the  relief  it  had  afforded ;  her  head,  she  said, 
felt  altogether  different  firom  what  it  had 
before.  The  wound  healed  kindly  by  the 
first  intention,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  she 
resumed  her  accustomed  occupations. 

August  31  st,  1840.  This  patient  has  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  good  health,  without  any 
return  of  convulsions ;  though  once  or  twice 
she  has  had  some  threatening  indications, 
which  Dr.  Welch  has  relieved  by  seasonable 
treatment. 

Fracture  qf  the  second  lumbar  vertebra, 
without  paralysis. 

This  case,  as  well  as  the  following,  is  in- 
teresting, from  the  circumstance  that  there 
was  no  paralysis,  although  fracture  of  the 
vertebra  existed. 

Daniel  Wilson^  bom  in  Wales,  aged  about 
37  years,  of  very  intemperate  hjbits,  was 
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admitted  Into  the  hoBpltal  In  a  state  of  de-  vertebra  was  fractured  acroM  its  body.    The 

Urium    tremens,  which    continued    eereral  anteriorTertebral  ligaments  remamcd  cntue, 

days,  until  twenty-four  hours  before  death,  excepting  on  the  left  «**f»^^«?  »  "™ 

Nothing  could  be  ascertained  respecting  the  spicula  of  bone  had  obtruded.    TheoeUidar 

nature  of  the  injury  he  had  received,  nor  was  and  muscular  tissues  around  were  inffltratod 

its  extent  suspected  until  he  recovered  his  with  extravasated  blood. 

reason  sniBciently  to  make  it  known  himself,  .        

wten  it  was  ascertained  that  eevwsl  days  j^^pQXH  EC  ARIES'   HALL,  IRELAND, 

before  his  admission  he  had  jumped  from  a  axtv/xmo^^^-i^i  -» 

garret  window  forty  feet  in  height,  in  a  tit  of  mbdical  usroftM.  . 

delirium.     His  right  foot  and  ankle  bora  

gained  his  reason,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  g^^^ 

him  in  bed ;  he  was  constantly  going  about  .'         :«.«^:^„   *«  *i,«  -„«i«.«j  ;« 

to  complain  of  great  pam,  and  soreness  la  /""^  *~»**      J  ^       obedient  Mrvant 

moving^^his  body,  and  as  he  Uy  in  bed  hi.  Gb^^^  AtI^o^ 

head  was  Oirown  far  back.     On  exammmg  secretary  to  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the 

his  back,  the  spmous  process  of  the  second  Apothecaries*  Hall,  DubUn. 

lumbar  vertebra  presented  an  angular  pro-  ^p^^  g^  ^841. 

jection;  pressure  upon  it  gave  no  pain,  nor  ^     ^                   ,  ^               *^.     * 

did  paralysis  exist.  The  Governors  and  Company  of  the  Apo- 

(M  direction,  blood  waa  found  extra-  thecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  coinciding  in  the 

vasated  between  the  folds  of  the  mesentery  opinion  generally  entertained  that  a  change 

and  into  the  muscular  and  ceUular  tissue,  ia  required  in  the  constitution  of  the  medical 

covering  the  lumbar  vertebne.  The  body  of  profession  in  these    kingdoms,    have  takea 

the  second  vertebra  was  broken  into  frag-  the  subject  into  their  consulcration,  m  the 

ments.  the  first  and  third  were  uninjured ;  hope  of  contributing  to  the  removal  of  some 

the  membranous  sheath,  as  weU  ••  Ae  en-  of  the  difficolti^  with  which  it  is  summnd«i, 

eloaed  cord,  were  sound.  a»d  of  laying  the  foundation  of  an  effectual 

and  salutary  reform. 

Fracture  qf  the  skull,  and  ^  ihe  second  The  Governor  and  Company  have  been,  for 

lumbar  vertebra ;  without  paralyeU.  a  long  time,  desirous  of  a  general  amendment 

Q.  D.  was  admitted,   December  20th,  of  the  laws  whidi  n^ulate  medical  affairs ; 

1839.  into  Ward  No.  4,  of  the  Marine  De-  but,  in  consequence  of  the  divisions  which 

partroent.     He  had  been  knocked  down  in  have  hitherto  prevailed  among  the  different 

the  evening  by  a  carriage  running  against  presiding  bodies,  they  despaired  of  effecting 

him.  Several  contusions  of  the  scalp  existed,  any  arrangement  which  would  have  been 

besides  a  deep  wound  of  an  inch  in  length,  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  pro- 

in  the  axilla,  from  which  there  was  but  little  fession  as  a  whole,  and  had  to  restrict  their 

haemorrhage.  The  following  morning,  having  attention  to  such  changes  as  appeared  to  be 

raeovo^  from  intoxioation,  he  oompUiined  called  for  m  their  own  department.    Their 

obie6y  of  his  back,  and  inferred  his  pain  to  views  on  this  subject  are  embodied  in  the 

the  lumbar  vertebrss.  There  was  no  appear-  draft  of  a  bill  which  they  are  prepared  to 

ance  of  external  ii^ury  or  displacement ;  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  and, 

pressure  did  not  mudi  nicrease  the  pam.  with  rc^^  to  the  nature  of  which,  all  thai 

He  was  able  to  move  in  any  direction,  and  is  necessary  here  to  be  stated  is,  that  it  is  in 

even  walked  about  the  ward  till  the  day  he  conformity  with  the  principles  which  th^ 

died ;  his  ftce  was  flushed,  and  at  times  he  now  wish  to  promulgate  as  the  basis  of  a 

was  delirious.     He  was  exceedingly  averse  more  general  measure,  the  period  having  at 

to  allow  any  thing  to  be  done  for  him.     At  length  arrived  when,  through  the  concur- 

eleven  o'ck>ck,  the  third  night  after  the  renoe  of  the  different  medical  corporations, 

injury,  he  was  seised  with  a  fit,  and  five  a  full  and  comprehensive   reform  may  be 

hours  after  died.  expected. 

Direction, — ^There  was  a  crack  in  the  The  Governor  and  Company,  in  deliver- 
skull,  running  from  the  vertex  on  the  left  ing  their  opinions  on  so  important  a  sub- 
side to  the  foramen  magnum.  The  whole  ject,  wish  to  premise,  that  while  they  give  a 
surfiwe  of  the  right  hemi^here  of  the  cere-  ready  assent  to  the  faulty  constitution  of 
brum  was  covered  with  a  layar  of  coagulated  the  existing  corporations,  they  entirely  dia- 
blood,  thickest  over  the  inferior  surface  of  believe  they  have  operated  injuriously  upon 
the  middle  lobe,  where  the  convolutions  were  the  public,  or  that  they  are  incapable  of 
softened  into  a  pnltsceous  mass.  The  \aius  ada{^tion  to  the  wants  of  the  profession ; 
of  the  pia  mater  upon  both  hemispheres  they  most  express  their  regret,  therefore, 
were  loaded  with  blood.  The  second  lumbar  that  any  bill  should  have  been  introduced 
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into  parlicment  haTing  for  its  object  the  4.  —  "  D]|»loiiui9    in    Medicine"    to  he 

superaedeooe  or  annihilation  of  these  instita-  granted  only  by  Uniyertities  and  Colleges 

tionsy  width,  with  all  tfadr  alleged  imper-  of  Physicians,  **  Diplomas  in  Surgery"  by 

fectionsthaTesednlonslyadmmisteredtothe  Colleges  of  Surgeons,  and  *' Diplomas  in 

wants  of  the  people,  and  prorided  well-  Fhanmacy"  by  the  Apothecaries*  Halls, 

educated  practitioners  in  evecj  department  5. — ^A  licence  for  ''General Praolice"  to 

of  the  healing  art ;  and  it  cannot  be  too  be  granted  in  Juture  only  to  candidates 

much  urged  that  the  grierances  complained  presenting  the  joint  diplomas  of  the  College 

of  hsTC  reference  principally  to  the  well-  of  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries'  Hall, 

being  of  the  profession  itself,  and  that  the  €«— A  right  to  recover  professional  charges 

public  are  only  interested  in  the  changes  to  be  conferred  on  those  holding  the  licence 

sought,  so  fi&r  as  they  are  calculated  to  en-  of  the  Boaiti,  and  not  upon  others, 

gender  a  better  spirit  of  co-operation  and  7. — Indtvidoals  holding  the  licence  of  the 

harmony  in  the  meidical  community.  Board  to  be  alone  eligible  to  fill  situations 

The  GoTcmor  and  Company,  however,  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  public  institu- 

representing  a  numerical  majority  of  the  tions. 

practitioners  in  Ireland,  are  not  the  less  «  — Tlw  <>gtithli«hiiM>n^  ^  ^n  Apothftcarifs* 

sensible  of  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  Hall  in  Edinburgh. 

stake,  or  less  disposed  to  aid  in  a  consum-  9. — -Hie  rights  and  privileges  of  existing 

mation  so  greatly  to  be  desired,  but  while  practitioners  to  be  saved  in  the  most  full 

professing  to  have  the  same  objects  in  view,  and  ample  manner, 

they  must  dissent  from  a  large  portion  of  By  order, 

their  brethren  who  would  seek  for  them  in  Gborob  Atkinson,  See. 

the  establishment  of  a  **  one  faculty  of  medi-  DabUn,  Mary  Street,  March  5, 1841. 

cine,"  in  place  of  the  tripartite  represents-  _~...^..........^_^.......^__^....__ 

tion  which  has  so  long  existed;  convinced  by  ANCIENT  USE  OF  FRENCH  AT 

long  experience  that  excellence  in  the  re-  r•4  1kir120TT^r•1? 

spective  departments  can  only  be  attained  CAMBRIDGE, 

by  sectional  separation,  and  that  the  ap-  Many  of  the  public  formf  of  address  used 

pointment  of  different  institutions  to  prende  by  the  Bedells,  as  will  be  seen  in  subsequent 

over  the  branches  of  Physic,"  **  Surgery,"  parts  Of  these  extracts,  were  in  the  French 

and   "  Pharmacy,"   is  founded  in  wisdom,  language ;  some  of  them  were  probably  de- 

and  odvantsgeous  to  the  public.  rived,  along  with  nearly  all  our  odier  forms 

Hie  .Governor  and  Company    consider  of  proceeding,  from  the  Univenity  of  Paris, 

that  the  real  grievances  under  which  the  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  celebrated  of 

profession  Isbonra,  arise,  in  the  firat  place^  the  universities  of  Christendom.     The  use  of 

from  the  irresponsible  constitution  and  une-  the  French  language,  which  was  that  of  the 

qua!  privileges  of  the  corporate  bodies ;  and  Court,  vras  permitted,  in  common  with  Latin, 

in  the  second,  from  the  wsnt  of  uniformity  in  the  statutes  of  some  of  ourearlier  colleges, 

of  education  and  reciprocity  of  rights  among  such  as  Clare  Hall,  founded  in  1326,  and 

the  memhera  of  the  respective  depsrtments  also  in  those  of  King's  Hall,  founded  about 

in  the  three  kingdoms.  the  same  period,  as  given  by  Richard  II. 

The  Governor  and  Company  accordingly  Mr.  Hallun  has  referred  (Introduction  to 

propose  the  following  legislative  changes  :-^  the  Literature  of  Europe,  p.  63),  to  a  stmi- 

1. — ^A  iVill  extension  of  corporate  ri|^ts  lar  regulation  in  the  statutes  of  Ariel  Col- 

and  advantages  to  the  licentiates  belonging  lege,  Oxford,  founded  in  1328.     No  such 

to  each  brandi  of  the  profession.  permission  was  given  in  the  more  ancient 

2. — The  establishment  of  uniform  curri-  statutes  of  Merton  College,  or  in  those  of 

cola  of  study  for  England,  Irdand,   and  Peterhonse,  which  were  almost  entirely  copied 

Scotland.  from  them. — OitervaHtms  on  the  Staiutee  qf 

3. — ^The  institution  of  a  '*  General  Board  the  University  qf  Cambridge,    ■ 

of  Superintendence  and  Control"  in  each  [In  another  part  of  the  work  Dr.  Peacock 

kingdom — to  be  composed  of  an  equal  num-  corrects  the  statement    as  far  as  regards 

ber  of  representatives  fron>  each  brandi  of  Peteihouse,  where  in  the  ancient  statutes  t^ 

the  profession,  snd  to  be  elected  annually  by  scholara  are  requested  to  use  "  Latino  eloquio 

▼oting  papera  (as  proposed  by  Mr.  Wart>ur-  Qisl  forsitan  aliquotiens  et  ex  jnstA  caus&  et 

ton,)  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  regulate  rationabili    GaUico,    sed    perrsro  Anglioo 

education — to  appoint  Censon  to  attend  on  fruantur,"  &c 

the  different  Boards  of  Examination — to  It  is  hsrdly  necessary  to  observe  that  in 

grant  licences  for  practice  to  (but  not  ex-  early  times,  when  Latin  was  the  dialect  of 

amine)  those  presenting  diplomas  from  the  the  learned,  and  French  the  language  of  the 

different  Corporations — to  recognise  teaofaen  court,  English  must  have  been  considered  a 

snd  schools — to  keep  and  publish  registries  rustic  jai^gon,  just  good  enough  for  a  fair  or 

of  the  qualified,  and  to  act  in  general  as  a  flaaricet,  Hke  the  Flemish  or  PUUt  Deuiaek, 

Court  of  Appeal  and  Board  of  Health.  of  the  present  dsy.] 
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NOTE  ON  PTOSIS.  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

A  Complete  Practical  Treatise  on  Vene* 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medici  Gazette,  real  Diseases,  and  their  immediate  and  re- 

giiHy  mote  consequences ;  including  certain  afiec* 

Mr.  Hunt's  observations  on  my  case  of  tions  of  the  uterus  attended  with  discharges, 
ptosis,  which  appeared  in  the  last  number  of    By  William  Acton,  late  Exteme  at  the  Fe- 

your  journal,  scarcely  require  any  reply,  the  ™>1«  Venereal  Hospital,  Paris, 

accuracy  of  my  remarks  not  being  caUed  in  Dr.  William  Davidson  on  the  Sources  and 

question  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  the  operation  Mode  of  Propagation  of  the  Continued  Fe- 

has  ever  been  praetieed  before  in  any  case  of  vers  of  Great  Britain  and  IreUnd. 

paralytic  ptosis.    My  object  was  to  show,  by  Mr.  Tuson  on  Curvature  of  the  Spine, 

experience,  that  the  plan  is  equally  applicable  Dr.  Wightman  on  the  Sympathetic  Rda- 

to  the  paralytic  form  of  the  affection  as  to  tion  between  ths  Stomach  and  Brain. 

that  consequent  on  injury  of  the  levator  ~"                                                     ~— 

palpebrte  muscle.     I  had  not  preserved  any  APOTHECARIES  HALL, 
note  of  the  journal  in  which  Mr.  Hunt's 

case  was  recorded,  or  I  might  have  alluded  ^"^  «'  gentlemen  who  have  receivsd 
more  particularly  to  it,  and  noticed  his  re-  certificates. 
commendation  of  the  operation  in  cases  of  April  1,  1841. 
paralytic  ptosis.  The  objection  to  the  opera-  p.  Weathecley.-V.  W.  Blake,  Kenningion.» 
tion,  on  the  score  of  the  paralysis  of  the  A.  Clake,  Gloucester.  —  H.  Young  -  J.  Bern- 
third  nerve  affecting  the  iris,  suggested  by  castle.  Uwes, Sussex —S.  Williams,  Kennington. 
Mr.  Hunt,  did  not  apply  to  the  case  in  "^^  ^'  »o"P«»»  B""^!. 
which  I  operated,  as  the  pupil  acted,  though  April  15,  1841. 

sluggishly,    and    was    not    pretematuraUy  „,„.^.,^^       t,^       ..  •>     v. 
^;i.»Li      T  .»«   «;..  FWriffht,Derby.— J  #.aapcott,^)ofx:heste^.— 
dIlated.— 1  am,  sir,  T.  O'Conner,  Elphin,  Irelatid.-T  Ansell,  Hamp. 
Your  obedient  seruant,  stead— J.  R  PhilUps,  Birmingham 

^  T.  B.  CURLIMO. 

1, Uoantn^^h^don^  ^  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

■ METROPOLIS. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON,  ghewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 

soMERSKT  HOUSE.  Causcs  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 

The  foUowing   gentlemen   have  been  ap.  Saturday,  the  3d  April,  1841. 

pointed  Examiners  for  Medical  Degrees  for  Sniall  Pox 17 

the  ensuing  year,  commencing  July  1st.  ^Sriatfna if 

In  Anatomy  and  Physiology.— F.  Kieman,  Hooping  Cou^ '!!  1  ".'.!!!*.".!*.!!*.!*.'.!!!  I !!!  [    64 

Esq.  F.R.S.  and  Professor  Sharpey,  M.D.  Croup  10 

F.R.S.  Thrash    t 

In  Chemittry. — Professor  Daniell,  F.R.S*  Dysentery  !.!!..'..'.'!!.!!..!.'.!!!.'!!!!!!.*!.*      i 

In  Botany, — Rev.  Professor  Henslow.  Cholera    O 

In  MateHa  Medica  and  Pharmacy.—Dr.  !?<*?«"» 21 

Pcreira,  F.Rs.                  "^  S?.i^w ::::;:::;:::::;;::;:::;::;;;;::  *? 

In  Medicine,  —  Dr.    Billing    and    Dr.  Syphilis  ..'.'.,.'/..'.... ..'.'.'.'.'.      o 

Tweedie,  F.R.S.  Hydrophobia O 

l«  «««>«M>M Mf   Ra/wvf  nw^A  c;-  Cf<»*t*.»n  Discases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  ..  197 

In  Surgery,— Mr,  Bacot  and  Sir  Stephen  p^eMes  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Hamnuck.  Respiration " an 

In   Physiology   and    Comparative  Ana^  Diseasesof  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....    18 

iomy.—Dr.  Roget,  F.R.S.  ^^SSfns  of  W^ttoS'^**'  "^"'  "^  ""^^  sfi 

In  Aft<fiPi/ery.— Professor  Ferguson,  M.D.  Dui2Sea  of  theKidneys,'  tic,',  '.V.'.V.W.WV,      4 

/f»Formricilfe<ftctn«.— Professor  Daniell,  Childbed 6 

Dr.  Ferguson,  and  Dr.  Pereira.  Ovarian  TJrposy 0 

— ^ >_^_——.  Diieaiei  of  Uterus,  etc* 3 

Rheumatism i 

SOCIETY  FOR  RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS  Diseaaesof  Joints.&c 6 

AND  ORPHANS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN  fMin'\:\'.'.:',:::::::::::::::::i::::::::::   ? 

IN  LONDON  AND  ITS  VICIKITT.  JS'**'**  °I  ?.***"»?*.•«•  ■; ® 

Diseases  of  Uncertsm  Seat 119 

W«  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  Pi*!.^*fl<*r.!?V"™*  *^y  •■ •     •  •          * 

to  theTdvertisement  announcing  that  the  An.  ^*n«  ^  !  .T.^.^.?!*!*.^^^.^."^^^^^       39 

nual  Dinner  of  this  Society  will  take  place  Causes  norspeciised  .!!!!.'!!..!!!!!!!.!!.*!      6 

to-morrow  (Saturday),  when   H.R.H.  the  -^_..    -_      „_                                      

Duke  of  Cambridge  has  graciously  consented  P<»ths  fh)m  all  Causes »» 

to  take  the  chair.  WfLSow  *  Oqiivt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  others  which  bare  been  recorded  by  different 

^jj  ^^2  authors.     Dr.  Bright  has  nerer  seen  it :  but 

he  publishes  the  particulars  of  one  case, 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE  OF  which  was  communicated  to  him  by  Dr. 

PHYSIC,  Stroud. 

^  ..        ,    .  »~    >    ^  ..        ,      •  I  ^^^  '^•d  you  one  or  two  short  ex- 

Deltvered  at  King's  College,  London,  amples  of  spinal  hemorrhage,  as  specimens. 

Bt  Dr.  Watsox.  ^  ^^^^  fourteen  years  old,  was  attacked  with 

headache,  pain  in  the  back,  and  a  tendency 

"^^  to  sickness  when  in  the  erect  posture.     At 

Lserv&B  XXXI.  ^^  ^^  of  a  week  the  pain  in  the  back  be- 

—    .  .  came  suddenly  and  very  greatly  aggravated ; 

Spinal  hamorrhage.    Paraplegia.    Facial  „,d  this  was  foUowed  by  general  convul- 

paUy  and  facial  anatsthetia  /  their  tymp^  gi^ns,  which  proved  fotal  in  five  or  sU  hours. 

toma,  prognont,  and  treatment.     Other  xhe  spinal  canal  was  found  fiUed  with  extra- 

forvM  qf  local  paralysia,  and  local  aniBS'  yasated  blood,  m  the  lumbar  region,  where 

t^^M.  she  bad  felt  the  pain.     The  bndn  and  all 

*I  HAVK  done  with  apoplexy  as  it  respects  the  other  viscera  were  sound.    The  case  is 

the  brain  ;  which  is  the  same  thing  as  to  say  detailed  by  Mr.  Chevalier  in  the  third  volume 

that  I  have  done  with  apoplexy.    You  will  ofihe  Medico^Chirurgtcal  Transaetiona. 

find  the  same  term  applied,  indeed,  to  effu-  Take  one  more  instance  from  OUivier, 

•ions  of  blood  in  other  organs  of  the  body :  whose  work  on  the  spinal  marrow  you  may 

but  this  use  of  the  word  is  a  perversion  of  read  hereafter,  when  you  have  leisure,  with 

language.     Apoplexy,  as  I  have  frequently  advantage. 

obwrved  before,  is  the  abolition  of  the  fiine-  A  gentleman,  aged  sixty-one,  had  just 
tions  proper  to  the  brain ;  of  sensation,  arrived  in  Paris  after  a  long  jourtaey,  when 
voluntary  motion,  and  thought.  In  short,  he  was  seized  with  pain  qf  the 'back,  all  tha 
it  is  coma,  coming  on  under  eertain  circum-  way  down  from  the  cervical  vertebra  to  the 
stances.  sacrum.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  he 
Spinal  hemorrhage, —  I  shall  not  speak  became  paraplegic,  and  was  unable  to  retain 
therefore  of  apinal  apoplexy  (though  that  his  urine  or  faeces.  He  then  sent  for  % 
would  be  less  improper  than  pulmonary  physician,  and  died  while  talking  to  him. 
apoplexy,  or  hepatic  apoplexy),  but  of  A  very  extensive  extravasation  of  blood  was 
ipinal  haemorrhage.  Of  this  I  really  have  found  in  the  spinal  canal,  beneath  the  mem- 
little  to  say,  except  that  it  is  well  known  branes  of  the  cord«  The  lower  part  of  the 
occasionally  to  occur ;  and  that  the  symp-  canal  was  filled  with  a  bloody  mass,  iti 
toms  to  which  it  gives  rise  are  by  no  means  which  the  substance  of  the  cord  could  not 
peculiar  or  distinctive. .  They  consist  in /lam  be  distinguished.  Above  the  third  dorsal 
in  some  part  of  the  spine;  cowmlaiona;  vertebra ^e  cord  was  entire,  but  of  a  deep* 
paiay :  that  is,  they  are  the  very  same  symp-  red  colour,  and  very  soft. 
Cons  which  inflammation,  softening,  mechani-  The  auddenneaa  of  the  symptoms  may 
cal  violence,  and  other  disorders  of  the  same  lead  you  to  suspect  the  true  nature  of  these 
part,  may  give  rise  to.  Spinal  hsmorrhage  cases ;  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  point  out  any 
is  much  more  rare  than  cerebral  luemor-  other  feature  by  which  they  may  be  distin- 
rhage.  Dr.  Abercrombie  had  met  with  only  guished  from  other  morbid  conditions  of  the 
one  case  of  it.     He  gives  the  heads  of  seven  spine,  already  spoken  of.     I  show  you  one 
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preparation ;   of  which,  however,  I  do  not  At  this  present  tune  a  patient  in  a 

know  the  history.  condition  comes  to  the  hospital  every  Itmn- 

day,  dragged  by  a  friend  in  a  hand«cbair. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what  I  have  al-  He  looks  very  well  in  the  faee,  bat  is  palsied 

ready  said,  respecting  that  species  of  palsy  below. 

which  is  called  hemiplegia :  and  I  have  only         It  is  in  these  cases  that  yon  may  expect 

a  very  few  farther  observations  to  make  in  to  witness  the  very  remarkable  phaenomena 

regard  to  paraplegia.  which  I  mentioned  before  as  evincing  the 

Paraplegia. — The  cause  of  this  kind  of  separate  existence  of  a  *'  tme  spinal  mar- 
palsy  is  sometimes  obvious ;  sometimes  most  irt>w/'  distinct  from  the  brain  and  its  pro- 
obscure.  If  we  find,  in  the  spinal  canal,-  longations  into  the  spinal  canal,  endowed 
blood  efiiised,  softening  of  the  substance  of  with  special  and  ptvoliar  properties,  and 
the  cord,  traces  of  inflammation  of  its  in-  performing  fiinctions  that  are  independant  of 
vesting  membranes,  tumors  pressing  upon  it,  sensation,  consciousness,  or  the  will.  If  you 
pressure  from  disease  or  displacement  of  the  pinch  or  tickle  the  surface  of  the  paralytic 
bones,  we  have  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  limbs,  particularly  about  the  feet,  they  will, 
paralysis  of  those  parts  of  the  body,  the  in  many  cases,  start  up  and  move  strongly, 
nerves  of  which  come  from  the  spinal  marrow  not  only  without  any  voluntary  effort  on  the 
at  or  below  the  place  of  the  disease.  There  part  of  the  patient,  but  in  spite  of  him,  and 
are  three  preparations  on  the  table  of  tumors  even  (in  those  instances  in  which  there  is 
that  pressed  npon  the  cord;  scrofulous  anfcstbesia  as  well  as  palsy)  without  his 
tumors  I  believe  they  are :  each  of  the  three  knowing  it.  The  legs  often  spring  np  of 
persons  from  whose  bodies  they  were  their  own  aecordf  as  it  eeenu ;  bat,  ik> 
respectively  taken  was  more  or  less  com-  doubt,  the  apparently  spontaneous  move- 
pletely  paraplegic.          *  ment   is  frequently  an  excited   movement. 

But  in  very  many  cases  we  detect  no  and  takes  place  in  obedience  to  the  law  that 

alteration  that  seems  adequate  to  explain  the  governs  the  automatic  motions  of  the  body, 

paraplq^.    The  palsy  creeps  on  slowly  and  Some  impression,  made  first  upon  the  peri- 

insidiously,  without  any  particular  pain,  or  pheral  extremities  of  afferent  nerves,  nma 

violent  symptoms :    there  is  no  tenderness  through  the  nervous  arc  of  communication, 

or  bending  of  the  vertebrae.     The  weakness  and  exhibits  its  ultimate  effect  at  the  extre- 

commences  mostly  in  the  legs,  which  appear  mities  of  the  corresponding  efferent  motor 

to  the  patient  heavier  than  usual,  and  of  nerves.     We  can  imagine  many  such  acd- 

which  the  healthy  sensations  are  often  per-  dental  and   unsuspected  sources  of  excite- 

verted.     The  toes  tingle,  or  are  numb :  he  ment ;  a  casual  touch,  the  varying  contact 

experiences  a  feeling  in  them  as  if  a  nuiTiber  of  the  bed-clothes,  the  bite  oif  a  flea  for 

of  ants  were  crawling  on  the  skin.     This  is  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  may  suffice, 

so  common  a  circumstance  as  to  have  given  Even  the  passage  of  fieoes  or  flatas  along 

a  name  to  the  symptom,  formieation.     The  the  lower  bowel,  or  of  the  urine  tfarongh  the 

patient  straddles  as  he  walks.     His  legs  are  urinary  passages,  may  be  enough  (as  vre  are 

lifted  awkwardly,  the  toes  being  oft«i  the  taught  by  unquestionable  fscts)  to  prodaee 

last  part  to  quit  the  ground :    they  are  thea  these  movements.     They  are  more  readily 

flung  obliquely  forwards  and  outwards,  and  excited,  coterie  paribue,  in  proportion  as 

the  feet  flap  down  heavily  and  uncertainly  at  the  interfering  influence  of  the  will  is  more 

every  step.     By  degrees  the  weakness  of  the  completely  cut  off. 

lower  limbs  increases:  the  palsy  creeps  up-         1  knew  a  gentleman,  who  had  retired  from 

wards,  affects  the  bladder  and  rectum,   at  the  medical  profession,  and  who,  though  not 

length  invades  the  arms,  and  ultimately  the  paraplegic,  laboured,  I  believe,  onder  some 

patient  dies  :  yet  very  faint  traces  of  disease,  morbid  condition  of  the  spine.     He  had 

or  no  traces  at  all,  may  be  visible  upon  in-  been,  in  early  life,  a  hard  drinker,  and  had 

specting  the  bndn  and  spinal  cord.  suffered  delirium  tremens.      Every  night. 

Very  recently  I  had  a  patient  with  these  sometimes  more  than  once  or  twice,   tiw 

symptoms  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.     He  trunk  of  his  body,  and  all  his* limbs,  became 

went  out  contrary  to  my  wishes ;   he  was  for  a  while  fixed  and  stiff,  from  rigidity  of 

discharged,  in  fact,  by  mistake :    he  took  the  muscles.     He  told  me  this  carious  fret, 

refuge  in  St.  Bartholomew's,  where  he  died  Whenever  he  scraped  .his  shoes  on  the  acraper 

after  a  few  days.     I  have  been  informed  that  at  the  door,  his  leg  flew  ap,  with  a  spasroo- 

serum  was  found  beneath  the  anchnoid,  and  die  suddenness,  firom  the  iron,  notwithstsad- 

that  the  whole  brain  had  a  wasted  appear-  ing  his  endeavour  to  prevent  it      I  believe 

ance ;  but  nothing  satisfactory  was  made  out.  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed. 
The  palsy  had  by  slow  degrees  ascended         In  some  cases  of  parsplegia  involuntary 

from  his  legs  to  hU  arms ;   he  had  had  no  retractions  of  the  palsied  limbs  can  be  ex* 

head  symptoms  beyond  some  occasional  con-  cited;  in  some  cases  they  cannot.      When 

fosion  and    vague   nneasy  feelings    there,  the  inJlaence  of  the  cerebrum  is  quite  ex- 
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eluded  bj  the  opention  of  diseaae  affecting  urine,  may  both  be  common  results  of  the  in- 

the  spinal  cord  itself,  then  is  the  Buscepti.  temiption  of  the  nervous  influence, 
bilitj  of  excited  movements  the  most  lively.        We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  defect 

But  the  increased  susceptibility,  which  has  in  some  of*  these  cases  of   paraplegia    is 

this  inverse  relation  to  the  voluntary  power,  merely  functional :  independant,  I  mean,  of 

ifl  limited  to  that  portion  of  the  body,  the  any  such  change  in  the  nervous  matter  as  is 

nervous  arcs  belonging  to  which  lie  beyond  cognizable  by  our  senses.     It  may  be  brought 

the  seat  of  the  disease ;    more  distant,  I  on  by  various  causes :    by  cold ;  by  intem- 

mean,  from  the  brain.       Hence  it  follows  perance  m  drinlLing ;    by  excessive  sexual 

that  we  may  determine,  approximately,  the  intercourse ;   or«  still  more  surely,  by  self* 

place  of  the  disease,  by  the  test  of  these  re-  abuse.     I  have  had  the  latter  cause  assigned 

flex  actions.     The  mischief  may  be  situated,  to   me  voluntarily  by  patients   themselves. 

or  may  extend,  so  low  down,  that  there  are  In  such  cases  we  may  presume  that  the  loss 

no  uninterrupted  nervous    arcs   below    it.  of  function  is  confined  to  the  spinal  marrow. 

Supposing  it  to  lie  as  low  as,  or  to  reach.  But  there  is  another  way  in  which  paraplegia 

the  commencement  of  the  cauda  equina,  we  may  be  accounted  for,  although  its  physical 

fehould  have    no    involuntary    movements,  cause  is  very  liable  to  be  overlooked.     It  may 

Conversely,  when  no  involuntary  movements  result  from  serous  effusion  into  the  spined 

can  be  excited,  the  spinal  disease  is,  at  least,  canal ;  which  effusion  may  have  originated 

as  low  as  the  upper  lumbar  vertebrae.    Thus,  there ;  or,  what  seems  sometimes  to  be  more 

I  say,  we  have  another  mode,  in  addition  to  probable,  may  have  been  poured  out  within 

those  pointed  out  in  a  former  lecture,  of  de-  the  cramumj  and  descended  by  the  force  of 

termining,  in  a  given  case  of  spinal  palsy,  gravity  to  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity  of  the 

whereabouts,  or  to  what  extent,  the  cord  is  spine.     Dr.   Baillie  read  a  paper  on  this 

implicated  in  the  disease.         .  subject  before  the  College  of  Physicians  :  it 

We  do  not  so  often  observe  these  reflex  is  contained  in  the  sixth  volume   of  the 

movements  in  cases  of  hemiplegia;    appa-  Medical   Traneactiona.      He  was  not  the 

rently  for  this  reason,  that  in  hemiplegia  the  first  person  to  whom  this  mode  of  explaining 

sensorial  influence  is  not,  usually,  so  com-  certain  obscure  cases  of  paraplegia 'suggested 

pletcly  shut  out  as  it  is  apt  to  be  in  paraple-  itself;   but  he  was  the  firet  I  believe  who 

gia.     Yet  I  have  seen  some  of  these  phseno-  published  upon  it.    This  efliision  may  very 

meaa  in  hemiplegic  patients.     One  of  them,  readily    be    overlooked.       Commonly  -the 

whose  right  hand  and  arm  were  quite  passive  brain  is  examined  first ;  and  no  great  atten- 

nnder  the  strongest  efforts  of  his  will  to  stir  tion  is  paid  to  the  escape  of  fluid  from  the 

them,  took  notice  himself,  as  did  his  nurse,  ve^bral  canal.     It  would  be  better  to  lay 

that  whenever  he  yawned  and  stretched  him-  open  the  spinal  cavity  first,  at  its  lowest  part, 

■elf  the  fingers  of  the  palsied  hand  partici-  and  to  puncture  the  theca,  and  then  to  ob- 

pated  in  the  action,  and  were  thoroughly  ex-  serve  what  quantity  of  fluid  runs  out  when 

tended :  and  I  could,  by  tickling  the  sole  of  the  body  is  placed  upright.     There  ahould 

his  foot,  excite  some  starting  of  the  leg,  long  be  a  certain  quantity :  but  if  much  serum  so 

before  any  power  of  voluntary  movement  escaped,  we  might  conclude  that  it  had  existed 

returned.  in  hurtful  abundance  during  life,  and  had 

Do  not  forget  the  important  fact  that,  in  caused  the  paraplegia.     In   most  of  these 

these  cases  of  paraplegia,  the  urine  generally  obscure  cases   you  may  trace  aome    head 

becomes  ropy,  alkaline,  and  stinking  ;    and  symptoms ;  giddiness,  transient  confusion  of 

that  the  bladder,  after  death,  presents  ap-  thought,  loss  of  memory ;   and  it  really  will 

pemrances    such    as   chronic    inflammation  be  worth  your  while  to  make  the  examina- 

might  produce ;  roughness  and  redness  of  its  tion  in  the  way  I  have  pointed  out,  whenever 

inner  surfiu;e,  and  thickening  of  its  coats,  you  have  occasion  to  inspect  the  body  of  a 

What   is  the  order  and  relation  of  these  patient  who  has  died  paraplegic. 
ehangea,  I  confess  I  do  not  know:  whether        I  regret  very  much  that  I  had  not  the 

•  the  quality  of  the  urine  is  first  altered,  and  opportunity  of  doing  this  in  the  case  of  the 

then  the  bladder  suffers  from  the  perpetual  man  whom  I  had  been  for  some  time  watching 

contact  of  this  unnatural  secretion ;  or  whe-  in  the  hospital. 

ther  the  bladder  becomes  diseased  in  conse-        Cases,  such  as  I  have  now  been  describing, 

qoenoe  of  the  palsy,  and  pours  forth  un-  are  by  no  means  uncommon.     They  are 

hcilthy  mucus,  whereby  the  quality  of  the  usually  slow  and  tedious ;   and  you  will  be 

urine  is  affected ;   has  not,  I  believe,  been  called  upon  to  administer  to  their  relief.     I 

elearty  ascertained.    The  first  of  these  two  need^  not  repeat  the  caution  which  I  hava 

fluppoaitions  seems  to  be  the  most  probable,  several  times  given,  in  respect  to  the  condi- 

I  fincy,  indeed,  (but  I  am  not  sure)  that  tion  of  the  bladder  ;  you  must  take  care  that 

the  urine  remaining  in  the  pelvis  of  the  it  does  not  become  over  distended  with  urine; 

kidney  in  some  of  these  cases  has  been  found  and  you  must  enjoin  strict  attention  on  the 

to  be  alkaline.     Perhaps  the  disorganization  part  of  the  nurse  to  keeping  the  patient 

of  the  bladder,  and  the  alkaline  state  of  the  clean  and  dry.     Friction  along  the  ooune  of 
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preparation ;   of  whicb,  however,  I  dp  not  At  thu  present  time  a  patient  in  a  Bimilar 

know  tiie  liistory.  condition  comes  to  tiie  hospital  every  Thars- 

day,  dragged  by  a  friend  in  a  hand -chair. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what  I  have  al-  He  looks  very  well  in  the  face,  but  is  palsied 

ready  said,  respecting  that  species  of  palsy  below. 

which  is  called  hemiplegia :  and  I  have  only  It  is  in  these  cases  that  yon  may  expect 

a  very  few  farther  observations  to  make  in  to  witness  the  very  remarkable  phsenomena 

regard  to  paraplegia.  which  I  mentioned  before  as  evincing  the 

Paraplegia. — ^The  cause  of  this  kind  of  separate  existence  of  a  ''  true  spinal  mar- 
palsy  is  sometimes  obvious ;  sometimes  most  tt)w,"  distinct  from  the  brain  and  its  pro- 
obscure.  If  we  find,  in  the  spinal  canal,-  longations  into  the  spinal  canal,  endowed 
blood  efiiised,  softening  of  the  substance  of  with  special  and  peculiar  properties,  and 
the  cord,  traces  of  inflammation  of  its  in-  performing  fimctions  that  are  independant  of 
vesting  membranes,  tumors  pressing  upon  it,  sensation,  consciousness,  or  the  will.  If  you 
pressure  from  disease  or  displacement  of  the  pinch  or  tickle  the  surface  of  the  paralytic 
bones,  we  have  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  limbs,  particularly  about  the  feet,  they  will, 
paralysis  of  those  parts  of  the  body,  the  in  many  cases,  start  up  and  move  stron^l^, 
nerves  of  which  come  from  the  spinal  marrow  not  only  without  any  voluntary  effort  on  the 
at  or  below  the  place  of  the  disease.  There  part  of  the  patient,  but  in  spite  of  him,  and 
are  three  preparations  on  the  table  of  tumors  even  (in  those  instances  in  which  there  is 
that  pressed  upon  the  cord;  scrofulous  aneesthesia  as  well  as  palsy)  without  his 
tumors  I  believe  they  are  :  each  of  the  three  knowing  it.  The  legs  often  spring  ap  of 
persons  from  whose  bodies  they  were  their  own  accord^  as  it  seems ;  but,  no 
respectively  taken  was  more  or  less  com-  doubt,  the  apparently  spontaneous  move- 
pletely  paraplegic.          *  ment   is  frequently  an  excited   movement. 

But  in  very  many  cases  we  detect  no  and  takes  place  in  obedience  to  the  law  that 

alteration  that  seems  adequate  to  explain  the  governs  the  automatic  motions  of  the  body, 

paraplegia.    The  palsy  creeps  on  slowly  and  Some  impression,  made  first  upon  the  peri- 

insidiously,  without  any  particular  pain,  or  pheral  extremities  of  afferent  nerves,  rvns 

violent  symptoms :    there  is  no  tenderness  through  the  nervous  arc  of  communication, 

or  bending  of  the  vertebree.     The  weakness  and  exhibits  its  ultimate  effect  at  the  extre- 

commencea  mostly  in  the  legs,  which  appear  mities  of  the  corresponding  efferent  motor 

to  the  patient  heavier  than  usual,  and  of  nerves.     We  can  imagine  many  such  aoci- 

which  the  healthy  sensations  are  often  per-  dental  and  unsuspected  sources  of  excite- 

verted.     The  toes  tingle,  or  are  numb ;  he  ment ;  a  casual  touch,  the  varying  contact 

experiences  a  feeling  in  them  as  if  a  nurr.ber  of  the  bed-clothes,  the  bite  of  a  flea  for 

of  ants  were  crawling  on  the  skin.    This  is  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  may  soffioe. 

so  common  a  circumstance  as  to  have  given  Even  the  passage  of  faeces  or  flatus  along 

a  name  to  the  symptom,  formication.     The  the  lower  bowel,  or  of  the  urine  through  the 

patient  straddles  as  he  walks.     His  legs  are  urinary  passages,  may  be  enough  (as  we  are 

lifted  awkwardly,  the  toes  being  often  the  taught  by  unquestionable  fscts)  to  produce 

last  part  to  quit  the  ground :    they  arc  thca  these  movements.    They  are  more  readily 

flung  obliquely  forwards  and  outwards,  and  excited,  cateris  paribus,  in  proportion  as 

the  feet  flap  down  heavily  and  uncertainly  at  the  interfering  influence  of  the  will  is  more 

every  step.     By  degrees  the  weakness  of  the  completely  cut  off. 

lower  limbs  increases:  the  palsy  creeps  up-  I  knew  a  gentleman,  who  had  retired  from 

wards,  affects  the  bladder  and  rectum,   at  the  medical  profession,  and  who,  though  not 

length  invades  the  arms,  and  ultimately  the  paraplegic,  laboured,  I  believe,  under  some 

patient  dies  :  yet  very  faint  traces  of  disease,  morbid  condition  of  the  spine.     He  had 

or  no  traces  at  all,  may  be  visible  upon  in-  been,  in  early  life,  a  hard  drinker,  and  had 

specting  the  brain  and  spinal  cord.  suffered  delirium   tremens.      Every  night. 

Very  recently  I  had  a  patient  with  these  sometimes  more  than  once  or  twice,  tho 
symptoms  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  He  trunk  of  his  body,  and  all  his'limbs,  became 
Went  out  contrary  to  my  wishes ;  he  was  for  a  while  fixed  and  stiff,  from  rigidity  of 
discharged,  in  fact,  by  mistake :  he  took  the  muscles.  He  told  me  this  curious  fact, 
refiige  in  St.  Bartholomew's,  where  he  died  Whenever  he  scraped  .his  shoes  on  the  scraper 
after  a  few  days.  I  have  been  infbrmed  that  at  the  door,  his  leg  flew  up,  with  a  spasmo- 
serum  was  found  beneath  the  arachnoid,  and  die  suddenness,  from  the  iron,  notwithstmd- 
that  the  whole  brain  had  a  wasted  appear-  ing  his  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  I  believe 
ance  *,  but  nothing  satisfactory  was  made  out.  he  was  found  dead  In  his  bed. 
The  palsy  had  by  slow  degrees  ascended  In  some  cases  of  paraplegia  invohmtary 
from  his  legs  to  his  arms  ;  he  had  had  no  retractions  of  the  palsied  limbs  can  be  ex- 
head  symptoms  beyond  some  occasional  con-  cited  ;  in  some  cases  they  cannot.  When 
fusion  and    vague  uneasy  feelings    there,  the  influence  of  the  cerebrum  is  quite  ex- 
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eluded  by  the  operation  of  disease  affecting  urine,  may  both  be  common  resalts  of  the  in- 
the  spinal  cord  itself,  then  is  the  snscepti-  temiption  of  the  nervous  influence, 
bility  of  excited  moTements  the  most  lively.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  defect 
But  the  increased  susceptibility,  which  has  in  some  of*  these  cases  of  paraplegia  is 
this  inverse  relation  to  the  voluntary  power,  merely  functional :  independant,  I  mean,  of 
is  limited  to  that  portion  of  the  body,  the  any  such  change  in  the  nervous  matter  as  is 
nervous  arcs  belonging  to  which  lie  beyond  cognizable  by  our  senses.  It  may  be  brought 
the  seat  of  the  disease ;  more  distant,  I  on  by  various  causes :  by  cold ;  by  intem- 
mean,  from  the  brain.  Hence  it  follows  peranoe  in  drinking ;  by  excessive  sexual 
that  we  may  determine,  approximately,  the  intercourse ;  or,  stUl  more  surely,  by  self- 
place  of  the  disease,  by  the  test  of  these  re-  abuse.  I  have  had  the  latter  cause  assigned 
flex  actions.  The  mischief  may  be  situated,  to  me  voluntarily  by  patients  themselves, 
or  may  extend,  so  low  down,  that  there  are  In  such  cases  we  may  presume  that  the  loss 
no  uninterrupted  nervous  arcs  below  it.  of  function  is  confined  to  the  spinal  marrow. 
Supposing  it  to  lie  as  low  as,  or  to  reach,  But  there  is  another  way  in  which  paraplegia 
the  commencement  of  the  cauda  equina,  we  may  be  accounted  for,  although  its  physical 
should  have  no  involuntary  movements,  cause  is  very  liable  to  be  overlooked.  It  may 
Conversely,  when  no  involuntary  movements  result  from  serous  effusion  into  the  spinal 
can  be  excited,  the  spinal  disease  is,  at  least,  canal ;  which  effosiou  may  have  originated 
as  low  as  the  upper  lumbar  vertebrae.  Thus,  there ;  or,  what  seems  sometimes  to  be  more 
I  say,  we  have  another  mode,  in  addition  to  probable,  may  have  been  poured  out  toithin 
those  pointed  out  in  a  former  lecture,  of  de-  the  cranium,  and  descended  by  the  force  of 
termining,  in  a  given  case  of  spinal  palsy,  gravity  to  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity  of  the 
whereabouts,  or  to  what  extent,  the  cord  is  spine.  Dr.  Baillie  read  a  paper  on  this 
implicated  in  the  disease.         .  mibject  before  the  College  of  Physicians  :  it 

We  do  not  so  often  observe  these  reflex  is  contained  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the 

movements  in  cases  of  hemiplegia;    appa-  Medical   TVanaactiona,      He  was  not   the 

rently  for  this  reason,  that  in  hemiplegia  the  first  person  to  whom  this  mode  of  explaining 

sensorial  influence  is  not,  usually,  so  com-  certain  obscure  cases  of  parapl^a 'suggested 

pletely  shut  out  as  it  is  apt  to  be  in  paraple-  itself;   but  he  was  the  first  I  believe  who 

gia.     Yet  I  have  seen  some  of  these  phaeno-  published  upon  it.    This  effusion  may  very 

mena  in  hemiplegic  patients.     One  of  them,  readily    be    overlooked.       Commonly  -the 

whose  right  hand  and  arm  were  quite  passive  brain  is  examined  first ;  and  no  great  attisn- 

nnder  the  strongest  efforts  of  his  will  to  stir  tion  is  paid  to  the  escape  of  fluid  from  the 

them,  took  notice  himself,  as  did  his  nurse,  vc^bral  canal.     It  would  be  better  to  lay 

that  whenever  he  yawned  and  stretched  him-  open  the  spinal  cavity  first,  at  its  lowest  part, 

self  the  fingers  of  the  palsied  hand  partici-  and  to  puncture  the  theca,  and  then  to  ob- 

pated  in  the  action,  and  were  thoroughly  ex-  serve  what  quantity  of  fluid  runs  out  when 

tended :  and  I  could,  by  tickling  the  sole  of  the  body  is  placed  upright.     There  ehould 

his  foot,  excite  some  starting  of  the  leg,  long  be  a  certttin  quantity :  but  if  much  serum  so 

before  any  power  of  voluntary  movement  escaped,  we  might  conclude  that  it  had  existed 

returned.  in  hurtful  abundance  during  life,  and  had 

Do  not  forget  the  important  fact  that,  in  caused  the  paraplegia.    In  most  of  these 

these  cases  of  paraplegia,  the  urine  generally  obscure  cases   you  may  trace  some    head 

becomes  ropy,  alkaline,  and  stinking  ;   and  symptoms ;  giddiness,  transient  confusion  of 

that  the  bladder,  after  death,  presents  ap-  thought,  loss  of  memory ;   and  it  really  will 

pearanoes    such    as    chronic    inflammation  be  worth  your  while  to  make  the  examina- 

might  produce ;  roughness  and  redness  of  its  tion  in  the  way  I  have  pointed  out,  whenever 

inner  surface,  and  thickening  of  its  coats,  you  have  occasion  to  inspect  the  body  of  a 

What  is  the  order  and  relation  of  these  patient  who  has  died  paraplegic, 
changes,  I  confess  I  do  not  know :  whether        I  regret  very  much  that  I  had  not  the 

,  the  quality  of  the  urine  is  first  altered,  and  opportunity  of  doing  this  in  the  case  of  the 

then  the  bladder  suffers  from  the  perpetual  man  whom  I  had  been  for  some  time  watching 

contact  of  this  unnatural  secretion ;  or  whe*  in  the  hospital. 

ther  the  bladder  becomes  diseased  in  conse-        Cases,  such  as  I  have  now  been  describing, 

qnenoe  of  the  palsy„  and  pours  forth  un-  are  by  no  means  uncommon.     They  are 

healthy  mucus,  whereby  the  quality  of  the  usually  slow  and  tedious ;   and  you  will  be 

urine  is  affected  ;    has  not,  I  believe,  been  called  upon  to  administer  to  their  relief.     I 

dearly  ascertained.    The  first  of  these  two  need^  not  repeat  the  caution  which  J  have 

suppositions  seems  to  be  the  most  probable,  several  times,  given,  in  respect  to  the  condi- 

I   fieincy,  indeed,  (but  I  am  not  sure)  that  tion  of  the  biadder  ;  you  must  take  care  that 

the  urine  renuuning  in  the  pelvis  of  the  it  does  not  become  over  distended  with  urine; 

kidn^  in  some  of  these  cases  has  been  found  and  you  must  enjoin  strict  attention  on  the 

to  be  alkaline.     Perhaps  the  disorganization  part  of  the  nurse  to  keeping  the  patient 

of  the  bladder,  and  the  alkaline  state  of  the  clean  and  dry.    Friction  along  the  course  of 
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the  ipine ;  blisters  to  the  loins  or  sacrum,  severed  the    spinal   marrow,  and  induced 

frequently  repeated ;  issues;  and  electricity :  perfect  paraplegia.    The    bladder   lost    its 

all  these  means  you  will  generally  have  op-  power  of  retention.  %  But  on  giving  a  dose  of 

portunity  enough  for  trying,  and  for  regret-  the  tincture   of  cantharides  the  power   of 

ting  their  inutility.      In   such  cases  it   is  retaining  the  urine  was  always  restored ybr 

warrantable  and  right  to  give  strychnia ;  a  the  time.     That  power  would  cease,   and 

poison  which  mainly  affects  the  spinal  cord  ;  again  be  restoped,  on  suspending  or  repeating 

causing,  when  given  in  an  over  dose,  tetanic  the  medicine. 

spasms  of  the  limbs,  with  very  little  affection         Dr.  Hall   remarks  that  the  cantharides 

of  the  sensorium.     I  have  heard  of  some  obviously  acted  through  the  segment  of  thc9 

striking  instances  of  recovery  from  paraplegia  excito-motory  system  left  below  the  division 

under  the  use  of  this  drug.     I  wish  I  could  of  the«spiual  marrow, 
tell  you  that  I  had  even  seen  such.     I  should        The  tincture  may  be  given  in  half-diachm 

not  advise  you  to  be^in  with  a  stronger  dose  doses, 
of  strychnia,  or  of  the  sulphate  of  strychnia, 

than  the  twelfth  part  of  a  grain  every  six  Facial  palty  and  facial  antesthena, — ^The 
hours :  this  may  be  gradually  and  cautiously  forms  of  paralysis  that  have  hitherto  been 
increased,  until  it  gives  rise  to  twitchings  of  noticed  are  forms  of  partial  paralysis.  When 
the  limbs,  or  to  some  other  obvious  effect,  the  palsy  is  still  more  limited,  although  die 
The  twitching  is  usually  confined  to  the  epithet  partial  would  be  equally  applicable, 
palsied  limbs.  This  shews  that  it  results  the  term  local  palsy  is  more  commonly  used, 
from  the  agency  of  the  remedy  upon  the  There  is  one  of  these  local  palsies  which  ia 
ezcito-motory  system,  or  true  spinal  mar-  exceedingly  interesting,  and  of  much  import- 
row ;  of  which  the  reflex  function  is  always  ance :  I  mean  palsy  as  it  affects  exclusivelj 
more  readily  exercised  when  the  sensorium  one  side  of  the  visage ;  facial  palsy.  It  is 
has  lost  its  customary  controlling  power,  sometimes  called,  not  very  correctly,  para- 
When  this  symptom  occurs,  you  had  better  lysis  of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh  nerre. 
go  on  vrith  the  same  dose ;  it  would  be  un-  The  most  common  kind  of  facial  palsy  ia 
safe  to  increase  it : '  and  the  progress  of  the  indeed  paralysis  of  the  muscles  supplied  by 
case  will  soon  inform  you  whether  any  bene-  that  nerve.  But  the  word  paralysis  is  mis- 
fit is  likely  to  accrue  from  the  continuance  used  when  it  is  intended  to  express  any  other 
of  ihi  medicine.  The  out-patient  now  loss  of  function  than  that  of  the  faculty  of 
attending  has  taken  the  strychnia.  It  marie  motion  in  muscular  parts.  It  is  incorrect 
the  palsied  limbs  startand  extend  themselves;  to  speak,  as  some  authors  do,  of  palsy  of 
but  no  permanent  power  has  been  gained.  the  kidney ;  it  is  equally  inexact  to  speak  of 

There  is  one  other  drug  which  I  shot^d  palsy  of  a  nerve, 
recommend  you  to  try  in  such  cases ;  viz.         I  say  that  facial  palsy,  and  facial  «»««- 

the  tincture  of  cantharides.     It  certainly  has  thesia,  (for  the  two  should  be  considered 

iometimesavery  beneficial  effect.  Genendly,  together)  are   very    interesting    affections, 

when  it  does  good,  it  acts  as  a  diuretic ;  and  because  they  elucidate,  in  the  human  subject, 

Dr.  Seymour  has  thrown  out  a  suggestion  some  of  the  most  curious  speculations  of 

that  it  is  most  likely  to  be  useful  in  those  modem  physiology :  and  they  are  important 

cases  of  serous  effusion  into  the  spinal  canal,  affections  for  yon  to  study  and  understand, 

of  spinal  dropsy,  which  I  just  now  described,  inasmuch  as,  though  always  distressful  and 

He  recommends   the    tincture  as  a  good  alarming  to  the  patient  and  his  friends,  they 

diuretic   in   several  forms  of  dropsy  (  and  sometimes  are  merely  inconvenient  and  dis- 

supposes    that    it    benefits    paraplegia    by  figuring,  and  sometimes  bespeak  a  condition 

tending  to  produce  absorption  of  the  serum  of  extreme  danger, 
effused  within  the  vertebral  canal.  Let  us  first  consider  that  affeqtion  in  which 

Moreover,  there  is  another  principle  upon  the  majority  of  the  muscles  on  one  side  of 

which  this  medicine  may  be  sometimes  ad-  the  face  alone  are  palsied.     I  have  already 

visable.  Cantharides  are  well  known  to  have  briefly  touched  upon  this  form  of  palsy  when 

a  peculiar  effect  upon  the  bladder ;  which  it  constitutes  a  part  of  hemiplegia.     But  it 

effect  is  doubtless  produced  by  the  oorre-  is  of  more  consequence  to  attend  to  it  when 

sponding  part  of  the  spinal  cord      If,  by  it  occurs  without  any  similar  affection  of  the 

means  of  the  Spanish  fly,  we  can  excite,  limbs.    When  the  arm,  or  leg,  or  both,  are 

though  but  from  time  to  time,  the  function  paralysed  at  the  same  time  with  one  side  of 

of  that  part,  we  may  obviate,  in  a  great  the  face,  we  know  that  the  whole  results 

degreci  the  distressing  consequences  of  in*  from  cerebral  disease ;  but  it  is  not  neoes- 

continence  of  urine,  arising  from  paralyais  sarily  so  when  the  face  alone  is  palsied ;  and 

of  the  sphincter  vesica.    Dr.  Marahall  Hall  it  is  often  of  great  moment  to  the  comlbrt 

relates  a  very  interesting  fact,  bearing  di-  and  the  safety  of  the  patient,  that  we  should 

rcotly  upon  this  point.    A  young  lady  had  a  be  able  to  tell  whether  the  palsy  does  imply 

tomor  within  the  tenth  and  eleventh  dorsal  disease  within  the  skull,  or  not. 
vertebrv.     It    gradually,    but    completely,        The    appearance    presented   by  patients 
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affected  with  facial  palsy  is  peculiar,  and  right  coroer  of  her  mouth :  nor  could  ths 

very  striking.     From  one  half  of  the  coun-  con?ey  morsels  oT  food  from  the  right  to  the 

tenance  all  power  of  expression  is  gone ;  the  left  jaw,  without  the  aid  of  her  hand  applied 

features  are   blank,   still,   and  unmeaning,  externally  in  support  of  the  paralyzed  cheek. 

The  other  half  retains  its  natural  cast,  except  The  masseter  and  temporal  muscles,  how- 

that,  in  some  cases,  the  angle  of  the  mouth  erer,  acted  as  stronj^ly  on  the  one  side  as  on 

on  that  side  seems  drawn  a  little  awry.   This  the  other;  she  could  chew  perfectly  well  on 

is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  proof  of  a  spas*  the  palsied  side,  and  the  sensation  of  the 

modic  condition  of  that  part ;  but  it  is  owing  palsied  parts  remained  perfect ;   and  there 

simply,  as  I  stated  before,  to  the  want  of  was  no  paralysis  of  any  other  part  of  the 

the  usual  balance  or  counterpoise  frqpi  the  body. 

corresponding  muscular  fibres  of  the  palsied  All  these  phoenomena  are  invariably  met 
side.  The  patient  cannot  laugh,  or  weep,  with  in  all  well-marked  cases  of  this  kind, 
or  frown,  or  express  any  feeling  or  emotion  I  will  contrast  them  with  the  phoenomena 
with  one  side  of  his  i«ce,  while  the  features  presented  by  another  of  my  patients,  who 
of  the  other  may  be  in  full  play.  One  half  was  in  the  hospital,  and  whose  name  was 
of  the  aspect  is  that  of  a  sleeping,  or  of  a  Ann  Church.  I  giye  their  names,  that  I  may 
dead  person;  the  other  half  is  alive  and  the  more  readily  distinguish  the  one  from 
merry.  The  incongruity  would  be  ludicrously  the  other.  When  this  woman,  Church, 
droll,  were  it  not  so  frightful  also,  and  dis-  applied  for  admission,  she  complained  of 
tressing.  To  the  vulgar,  who  do  not  com-  intense  pain,  with  some  swelling,  of  the 
prehend  the  possible  extent  of  the  misfortune,  right  temple,  and  extending  thence  generally 
the  odd  appearance  of  such  a  patient  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  face  and  head.  It 
always  a  matter  of  laughter  and  merriment,  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  although 
On  the  other  hand,  his  friends  and  relations  she  complained  of  most  severe  pain  in  these 
imagine  that  he  has  had  a  fit,  and  are  in  parts,  they  had  entirely  lost  their  ordinary 
great  alarm  for  his  Ufe.  •  In  the  majority  of  sensibility  to  external  impressions.  She  felt 
these  cases  there  is  not,  however,  any  real  nothing  when  her  forehead,  or  cheek,  or 
danger  of  that  kind  to  be  apprehended  ;  a  nose,  or  chin,  was  touched  on  that  side.  In 
circumstance  which,  of  itself,  would  render  short,  there  was  complete  ofuetthesia  of  the 
the  exact  diagnosis  of  the  complaint  pecu-  right  half  of  the  face;  just  as  in  Smith's 
liarly  interesting.  In  general  there  is  no  case  there  was  complete  paUy,  The  insen- 
deficiency  of  sensation.  And  we  sometimes  sibility  was  very  exactly  limited  to  the  right 
have  loss  of  sensibility  in  the  same  parts,  half,  and  terminated  abruptly  at  the  mesial 
without  any  diminution  of  the  power  of  line.  It  was  remarkably  evident  in  a  part 
motion.  The  best  way,  I  believe,  to  place  in  respect  to  which  the  bystanders  could 
the  phoenomena  of  these  curious  affections  scarcely  be  deceived,  even  if  there  had  been 
plainly  before  you,  will  be  by  examples.  any  reason  (which  there  was  not)  for  dis- 
A  house-maid,  Jane  Smith  by  name,  trusting  the  patient's  own  statement.  The 
twenty-eight  years  old,  became  one  of  my  surface  of  the  eyeball  is  proverbially  sensi- 
out-patients  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  with  tive,  even  to  slight  impressions.  But  you 
the  following  symptoms.  She  had  lost  all  might  place  your  finger  upon  this  woman's 
power  of  moving  ^he  right  side  of  her  face,  right  eye,  or  you  might  brush  it  with  a 
When  she  endeavoured  to  raise  her  eyebrows,  feather,  without  giving  her  the  smallest  pain, 
the  right  side  of  the  forehead  remained  smooth,  or  producing  any  sensation  at  all :  whereas, 
and  the  left  was  wrinkled.  When  she  at-  on  the  left  side,  the  lightest  touch  caused 
tempted  to  close  her  ieyes,  the  right  eye  was  involuntary  shrinking,  and  closure  of  the 
but  partially  covered,  the  eyeball  rolling  eyelids,  and  a  gush  of  tears.  She  declared 
upwards,  and  carrying  the  cornea  within  the  also  that  she  had  no  feeling  in  the  right*  half 
curtain  of  the  upper  lid,  which  descended  a  of  her  mouth ;  she  neither  tasted  sapid  sub- 
little  to  meet  it.  when  she  tried  to  snuff  in  stances,  nor  was  at  all  conscious,  from  any 
air  through  the  nose,  not  being  able  to  keep  sensation  produced  by  them,  that  they  were 
the  right  nostril  stiff  and  open,  its  sides  placed  there.  Her  lip:<,  on  the  same  side, 
came  together,  and  no  air  passed  up  on  that  were  equally  destitute  of  sensibility  ;  so  that 
side.  When  she  smiled,  the  right  side  of  when  she  drank,  having  no  perception  of  the 
tiie  face  remained  perfectly  still,  like  a  mafk ;  contact  of  the  cup  with  her  lips  beyond  their 
and  it  wore  at  all  times  a  vacant  and  inani-  middle  point,  she  felt  as  if  she  were  drinking 
mate  character.  When  she  was  told  to  per-  from  a  vessel  with  a  broken  rim.  This  is  a 
form  the  action  of  blowing,  her  right  cheek  circ«mstance  which  all  persons  who  are  thus 
was  puffed  out  like  a  loose  bag,  and  the  affected  are  much  struck  with ;  and  it  almost 
breath  issued,  whether  she  would  or  no,  at  always  forms  a  part  of  their  voluntary  ac- 
the  right  angle  of  her  mouth.     The  same  count  of  themselves. 

thing  happened  with  her  food  and  drink ;  Besides  this  defect  of  sensibility,  the  power 

she  could  not  prevent  their  escaping  at  the  of  contracting  the  masseter  and  temporal 
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muscles    on    the    right    side  was   entirely  full  power  and  action ;  and  where  the  loss  of 

abolished  in  this  patient.     You  may  deceive  sensation  was  the  predominant  phoenomenoa, 

yourselTM  on  this  point,  if  you  do  not  inves-  and  the  ordinary  motion  and  expression  of 

tigate  it  carefully,  and  with  certain  precau-  the  countenance  remained,  there  these  mas* 

tions.  At  least  I  have  known  persons  doubt,  cles  were  in  a  state  of  complete  palsy. 

because,  having  directed  the  patient  to  open  A  few  years  only  ago,  this  difference  and 

and  shut  his  mouth,  they  have  confounded  apparent    inconsistency  would    have    been 

the  movement  of  the  whole  jaw  with  the  quite  inexplicable.    The  progress  of  modem 

action  of  the  masseter  muscle.     But  if  you  science  has  removed  the  difficulty,  by  esta- 

tell  the  patient  first  to  cloie  his  mouth,  and  blishing  a  general  agreement  between  the 

then  to  perform  the  action  of  grinding  with  functiont  of  different  nerves,  and  certun              | 

his  teeth,  placing  your  fingers  at  the  same  observed  peculiarities  in  their  anatomical 

time  on  the  corresponding  muscles  on  each  relaiiotu  and  arrangemenU.                                         , 

side,  the  difference,  when  it  exists,  will  be  Suffer  me  to  remind  you  (for  I  know  that 

very  striking.     In  the  woman  of  whom  I  these  interesting  poiiits  of  physiology  must              ^ 

speak,  no  swelling  of  the  masseter  or  tent-  have  already   been    taught  you)   that    the              [ 

poral  muscle  on  the  affected  side  took  place  nerves  which  proceed  from  the  spinal  column 

when  she  foreibly  closed  her  jaws.    There  on  each  side  are  connected  with  it  by  two 

was  no  other  paralysis.  fasciculi  of  nervous  fibrils — two  rootM,  as 

Now  we  cannot  separate  the  physiology  they  are  metaphorically  called — of  unequal 

from   the   pathology  of  such  affections  as  size ;  that  when  the  larger  of  these,  which  is 

these.     Nor  ought  we.     The  morbid  condi-  situated  posteriorly,  and  is  furnished  with  a              I 

tions  of  which  ti^e  two  cases  just  described  ganglion,  is  divided  in  a  living  animal,  the 

furnish  samples,  illustrate  in  a  very  beautiful  parts  to  which  the  nerve  is  distributed  lose 

manner  the  modem  doctrine  respecting  the  the  faculty  of  sensation,  while  the  power  of 

special  uses  of  particular  nerves.     In  the  voluntary  motion  remains  unimpaired ;  and 

first  of  the  two  cases  the  palsy  resulted  from  that  when  the  smaller  and  anterior,  which 

suppression  of  the  fiinctibn  of  the  hard  por-  has  no  ganglion,  is  alone  cut,  the  same  parts 

tion  of  the  seventh  pair  of  cerebral  nerves ;  are  instantly  palsied,  but  retain  their  sensi- 

and  the  aniesthesia,  in  the  last  of  the  cases,  bility.  In  other  words,  the  posterior  fasciculi 

depended  upon  suspension  of  the  function  of  minister  to  the  faculty  of  sensation,  the  an- 

the  fifth  pair.    You  know  that  experiments  terior  to  that  of  motion, 

performea  upon  living  animals  have  proved  Now  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  was  observed 

that  the  division,   by  the  scalpel,   of  the  to  have  a  similar  origin ;  to  be  composed, 

portio  dura,  before  it  spreads  out  into  that  that  is  to  say,  of  two  fasciculi  or  roots,  one 

remarkable  nervous  network  on  the  side  of  larger  than  the  other,  and  invested  with  a 

the  face,  paralyzes  all  the  muscles  the  com-  ganglion ;  the  other  smaller,  and  having  no 

bined  play  of  which  gives  variety  and  signi-  ganglion.     It  was  natural  to  infer  that  the 

ficant  expression  to  the  countenance ;  and  Amctions  of  these  roots  would  be  analogous 

that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  division  of  the  to  those  of  the  corresponding  portions  of  the 

fifth  nerve  deprives  the  same  parts  of  their  spinal  nerves ;  that  the  ganglionic  fasciculus 

sensibility.     In  these  two  cases,  and  in  such  would  relate  to  sensation,  and  the  other  to 

as  these,  for  they  are  by  no  means  infrequent,  motion.     And  such  is  found  to  be  the  case ; 

a  similar  set  of  experiments  upon  the  same  and  the  arrangement   here  is  really  very 

nerves,  in  the  human  living  body,  is  per-  curious.     The  smaller  portion  of  the  fifth 

formed  before  our  eyes  by  the  agency  of  nerve  is  exclusively  expended  upon  a  very 

disease,  or  accident :  and  the  result  justifies  few  muscles;  viz.  the  masseter,  the  temporal, 

most  completely  those    conclusions  which  the  two  pterygoid  muscles,  the  circumfiexus 

had  been  deduced  in  the  first  instance,  from  palati,  and  the  tensor  tympani.     The  action 

contrived  observations  made  upon  the  lower  of  the  two  fir^t  of  these,  of  the  masseter  and 

animals.  temporal   muscles,   is  obvious  to  common 

There  is  one  point  in  the  history  of  these  observation ;  and  therefore  their  condition  is 

oases  upon  which  I  must  dwell  a  moment  noticed  in   such  cases   as  I   have  related, 

longer;  for  it  is  a  most  interesting  point.  Again,  these  very  same  muscles  have  been 

That  the  condition  of  the  temporal  and  mas-  shown,  by  careful  dissection,  to  receive  no 

seter  muscles  should  be  reversed  in  two  nervous  branches  from  the  seventh  nerve, 

patients  so  oppositely  situated,  was  no  more  which  is  a  motor  nerve,  and  which  ramifies 

than  might  have  been  expected.  But  in  each  so  abundantly  upon  the  Ba])erficial  muscles 

these  muscles  were  affected  in  a  manner  the  of  the  face. 

very  contrary  of  that  which  the  general  cir-  It  was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  any 

cumstances  of  the  case  would,  a  priori^  have  diseased  state  confim^d  to  the /lor/to  dura  of 

prepared  us  to  anticipate.  Mliere  the  super-  the  seventh  nerve,  would  leave  the  temporal 

fidal  muscles  were  paralyzed,  and  the  prin-  and  masseter  muscles  fully  effective:    and 

cipal  movements  of  the  fice  suspended,  there  that  disease  involving  the  fifth  nerve,  but 

the  masseter  and  temporal  muscles  were  in  leaving  the  seventh  untouched,  would  destroy. 
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not  only  the  general  sensibility  of  the  face  on  College  ofPhpneuuUt  three  marked  instances 

that  side,  bat  also  the  power  of  contracting  of  this  form  of  local  palsy ;  and  had  noticed 

these   particular    muscles.     And    this  was  at  the  same  time  its  apparent  independance 

thoroughly  exemplified  in  the  two  cases  that  of  any  apoplectic  tend^cy,  or  cerebral  dis- 

I  have  detailed.     The  girl  Smith  had  total  ease. 

palsy  of  the  superficial  muscles ;  but  sensa-  The  exciting  causes  of  the  complaint  are 
tion,  and  the  action  of  the  deeper-seated  various.  Sometimes  it  is  tha  consequence 
muscles,  continued  perfect :  while  in  the  of  mechanical  violence,  by  which  it  is  plain 
woman  Church  there  was  default  of  sensi-  that  the  nerve  has  been  lacerated,  or  other- 
bility,  and  paralysis  of  the  temporal  and  wise  injured.  Sir  Charles  BeU,  to  whom  we 
masseter  muscles ;  but  the  movements  of  the  are  indebted  for  much  information  on  this 
superficial  inusdes  were  unimpeded  subject,  mentions  several  examples  of  this 
Every  interruption  of  the  function  of  the  kind.  In  one  a  man  was  shot  by  a  pistol 
portio  dura  wiU  paralyse  these  superficial  ball,  which  entered  the  ear  and  tore  the 
*  muscles  of  the  fiice :  and  such  interruption  portio  dura  across  at  its  root.  In  another, 
may  be  occasioned  either  by  iudden  injury  the  patient  was  gored  by  an  ox ;  the  horn  of 
done  to  the  trunk  of  the  nerve ;  or  by  <2tt-  the  animal  entered  beo«ath  the  angle  of  the 
ease  affecting  its  proper  structure ;  or  by  jaw,  and  came  out  in  front  of  the  ear,  tear- 
preseuref  the  consequence  of  disease  in  the  ing  the  nerve  across.  In  a  third,  the  nerve 
pai'ts  contiguous  to  it.  And  it  is  of  great  was  divided  by  the  surgeon's  scalpel,  m  an 
importance  to  observe  that  the  morbid  con-  operation  for  the  removid  of  a  tumor  which 
dition  which  causes  the  interruption  may  be  lay  above  and  around  its  course.  In  all 
situated  in  any  part  of  the  course  of  the  these  cases  the  injury  was  external  and  ob- 
trunk  of  the  nerve :  while  it  is  yet  within  the  vious.  In  a  fourth  the  palsy  followed  a 
cranium ;  or  during  its  passage  through  the  blow  on  the  ear  which  caused  hsemorrhage 
petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone;  or  from  that  part :  here  probably  the  nerve  was 
after  it  emerges  upon  the  face,  through  the  hurt  in  its  passage  through  th^  bone.  Some 
stylo-mastoid  foramen,  to  be  ultimately  time  ago,  a  man  was  brought  into  the  Mid- 
spread  in  meshes  over  the  cheek  and  tern-  dlesex  Hospital  who  had  ftdlen  from  a  height, 
pie.  The  nerve  is  often  compressed  or  hurt  upon  his  hesd.  The  muscles  of  the  left  side 
while  still  within  the  skuU ;  but  in  most  of  the  face  were  paralysed.  He  died  in  a 
cases  of  this  kind  other  portions  also  of  the  few  days ;  and  examination  of  the  head 
nervous  matter  are  involved  in  the  mischief,  shewed  a  fracture  in  the  base  of  the  skull, 
and  other  sets  of  voluntary  muscles  testify  passing  through  the  petrous  portion  of  the 
this  by  their  immobility  or  their  irregular  temporal  bone,  and  rending  tfaeseventhnerve 
action.  This  is  sometimes  the  case  when  at  its  entrance  into  the  meatus  auditorius  in- 
facial  palsy  occurs  as  a  part  of  hemiplegia,  temus.  In  the  year  1832  I  had  a  patient 
In  many  instances,  however,  of  hemiplegia,  (Richard  Hills)  in  the  hospital  with  the  same 
there  is  but  slight  distortion  of  the  coun-  kind  of  paralysis,  which  seemed,  in  him,  to 
tenance,  a  mere  hanging  of  the  cheek,  with  have  been  occasioned  by  a  mere  shock,  oi 
no  paralysis  of  the  orbicularis  muscle  of  the  jar.  He  was  a  coachman,  and  one  day, 
eye.  In  these  cases,  it  has  been  suggested  when  he  was  off  his  box,  Us  horses  started 
to  me  by  my  colleague.  Dr.  Todd,  that  the  away,  and  ran  to  their  heads  to  stop  them, 
seventh  nerve  is  probably  not  affected  kt  all,  but  he  was  throiisn  down  in  the  attempt, 
but  the  motor  branch  of  the  fifth  nerve  only,  striking  his  hip  and  elbow.  He  received  no 
When  the  facial  mueelet  alone  are  paralysed,  blow  on  the  head  at  all.  Three  hours  after- 
it  happens  in  a  great  majority  of  instances  wards  he  found  that  he  could  not  epii  pro- 
that  the  nervous  function  is  interrupted  in  perly.  The  affection  is  not  unfrequently 
that  part  of  the  portio  dura  which  lies  in-  discovered  by  that  circumstance.  He  could 
cased  in  the  bone,  or  in  the  more  exposed  not  avoid  spitting  on  his  clothes  on  one  side; 
part  which  issues  in  front  of  the  ear  :  and  and  he  could  not  whistle.  Another  circum- 
hence  it  arises  that  this  particular  form  of  stance  worthy  of  notice  took  place  in  this 
palsy  is,  in  general,  unattended  with  any  man,  which  often,  though  not  always,  hap- 
danger  to  life.  pens  in  these  cases,  and  which  I  did  not 
The  physical  cause  of  this  remarkable  dis-  mention  before*  He  remained  for  about 
figurement,  and  the  true  explanation  of  its  two  months  in  the  hospital ;  and  regained 
prevailing  immunity  from  danger,  were  first  during  that  time  in  some  d^^ree  the  power 
pointed  out  by  Sir  Charles  Bell :  but  both  of  exercising  the  affected  muscles ;  but  be 
the  existence  of  the  malady  as  a  distinct  form  still  was  unable  to  close  the  right  eyelid, 
of  disease,  and  its  comparative  harmlessness  The  eye  itself  was  unharmed.  After  he  was 
of  character,  had  been  observed  and  described  made  an  out-patient  he  resumed  his  functions 
jome  years  previously :  although  the  reason  on  the  coach-box ;  and  his  eye,  permanently 
of  neither  the  one  nor  of  the  other  was  at  that  half  open  and  unprotected,  was  more  exposed 
time  understood.  Dr.  Powell  had  narrated,  to  cold  and  to 'currents  of  wind  than  it  had 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Transactions  qf  ihp  been  when  he  w»iJ  an  in-patient.     Moreover 
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he  got  drunk  ;  and  he  toon  presented  him-  tory  of  the  patient,  or  in  his  physical 

self  again  with  universal  redness  and  inilam-  dition.      In  the  girl  Smith,  whose  symp^ 

mation  of  the  conjunctiva.     Sometimes  the  toms  I  stated  in  detail  as  an  example  of  the 

inflammation  in  such  cases  produces  opacity  appearances  uniformly  present,  the  malady 

of  the  cornea  and  a  total  loss  of  yision.  This  came  on  without  any  obvious  cause,  and.  it 

is  one  of  the  worst  consequences  of  facial  resisted  all  the  means  employed  for  its 


palsy.     FortQnately  it  is  only  an  occasional  moval. 
consequence :    and  it  will  oecur  or  not,  ac-        That  the  greater  number  of  eases  of  this 

cording  to  the  quanticy  of  motion  which  kind  are  free  from  serious  peril,  is  a  &ct  at 

remains  to  the  eyelids,  and  the  degree  of  great  practical  importance.     It  enaUes  us  to 

exposure  to  the  ordinary  causes  of  inflam*  quiet  the  alarm  of  the  patient  and  his  friends  « 

mation.  and  it  regulates  in  many  instances  the  ireat-^ 

Sometimes  the  palsy  depends  upon  mani-  ment;  rendering  it  less  severe  than  it  mi^ht 

fest  external  disease  /  sometimes  upon  dis-  and  ought  to  be,  if  the  palsy  were  really  the 

ease  which  is  hidden,  and  probably  internal,  harbinger  of  apoplexy.     At  the  same  time* 

in  the  bony  canal.     Sir  C.  Bell  describes  an  you  should  not  be  ignorant  that  a  similAr 

instance  in  which  it  accompanied  the  disorder  limitation  of  paralysis  to  the  particular  mus> 

called  the  mumps.  Dr.  Maiden,  of  Worcester,  cles  supplied  by  the  portio  dura  is  sometimes 

witnessed  anotherin  which  a  fixed,  hard, indo-  (though  rarely)  observed,  when  the  disease 

lent  tumor,  had  formed  between  the  ramus  of  has  a  more  inward  origin  ;  when  it  affectv 

the  lower  jaw  and  the  mastoid  process  of  the  and  involves  the  brain  itself.    The  following 

temporal  bone.     As  this  tumor  gradually  case  causedme  much  anxiety,  for  the  subject 

subsided,  the  palsy  disappeared.     In  each  of  of  it  was  a  personal  friend  of  mine : — I  was 

Dr.  Powell's  three  cases  the  affection  was  summoned  to  his  house  in  the  autumn  c€ 

apparently  caused  by  exposure  of  the  side  of  1829,  and  found  him  with  complete  palsy 

the  bead  for  some  time  to  a  stream  erf  cold  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  which  had  exiatcd 

air.     A  medical  acquaintance  of  mine,  re-  a  day  or  two.     I  shall  not  describe  the  sxp^ 

siding  in  London,  had  a  patient  at  Green-  pearances  and  symptoms  that  resulted  from 

wich  whom  he  visited  daily.     It  was  cold  the  paralysis;    for  they  were  precisely  ths 

weather ;  and  on  one  occasion,  as  he  was  same  as  were  presented  by  the  girl  Smith  } 

returning  in  the  cabin  of  a  steam-boat,  he  was  and  they  are  always,  and  necessarily,  very 

sensibly  incommoded  by  a  keen  east  wind,  much  alike.      But  though  the  palsy  was 

which  blew  through  an  open  window  directly  strictly  limited  to  this  set  of  muscles,  thero 

upon  his  ear.    llie  next  day  he  presented  were  other  symptoms  present  which  indi'* 

himself  to  me  with  that  side  of  his  £&ce  cated  that  the  interruption  of  the  functions 

fixed  in  the  manner  I  have  been  describing,  of  the  portio  dura  was  connected  with  some 

Exactly  the  same  mishap  befel  a  Scottish  morbid  condition  within  the  cranium :  nau- 

physician  while  travelling  to  London  by  a  sea  and  vomiting,  twitching  of  the  muscles 

coach  ;  and  sent  him  in  great  alarm  to  Sir  of  the  other  side  of  the  face,  great  drowst- 

C.  BeU.     Six  years  ago  a  marked  example  ness,  and  a  slow  pulse,  48  only  in  the  ml< 

of  facial  palsy  occurred  in  one  of  my  hospital  nute.     He  lurched  also,  and  staggered  as  he 

patients ;    it  appeared  to  be  owing  to  his  walked ;  but  he  distinguished  this  from  the 

having  been  constantly  in  the  streets  for  reeling  of  vertigo,  and  denied  the  latter  sen« 

some  days  without  shoes  or  stockings,  during  sation  altogether*     He  was  deaf,  too,  on  the 

a  cold  thaw.     It  may  be  presumed  that  in  affected  side. 

these  instances  some  swelling  was  produced         His  previous  history  did  not  tend  to  di- 

in  the  soft  parts  around  the  nerve,  compress-  minish  the  fears  which    hi^    actual   state 

ing  it  where  it  lies  within  the  unyielding  excited. 

bone.     Exposure  to  cold  in  this  way  is  the        In  the  preceding  February  he  had  beeft 

commonest  of  all  the  exciting  causes  of  the  attacked,  rather  suddenly,  with  intense  pain 

complaint,  and  cases  thus  arising  are  more  just  above  the  right  eyebrow,  and  hecuoM 

obedient    to  treatment  than  most  others,  extremely  drowsy.     Being  desirous,  on  ttd^ 

Probably  some  of  yon  saw  a  female  patient  count  of  these  feelings,  to  excuse  himself 

who  came  under  my  care  in  the  hospital  in  from  a  dinner  engagement,  he  found  that  he 

May  last,  (1838),  in  whom  facial  palsy  had  was  unable  to  write  a  proper  note:    he 

existed  on  one  side    for    eighteen    years,  could  not  remember  how  he  ought  to  express 

When  about  three  years  old  she  had  the  himself. 

measles;  and  a  scrofulous  tumor  formed  All  these  symptoms  soon  passed  off;  after 
behind  the  eari  and  broke ;  and  after  some  the  operation,  I  believe,  of  an  emetic.  But 
time,  a  i>ortion  of  carious  bone  came  away,  he  had  another  attack  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
Then  the  wound  healed  (of  which  deep  traces  subsequent  May ;  the  same  severe  pain  over 
are  still  viable)  :  and  the  peculiarity  of  her  theright  brow,  with  great  drowsiness  and  con- 
features  was  observed.  There  are  still  other  fusion  of  mind.  He  could  not  recollect  the 
cases  in  which  we  fail  to  discover  any  direct  first  line  of  the  iEneid.  He  wished  a  friend 
explanation  of  the  paralysis,  either  in  the  his-  to  look  at  the  siffnatures  of  some  letters  that 
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had  arrived :  and  though  he  knew  the  root^  affection  of  both  the  portiont  of  the  seventh 

he  could  not  tell  how  the  word  he  wished  to  nerve ;  and  therefore  indicates  the  prohahi« 

use  was  formed ;  whether  it  was  aignition,  lity  of  an  internal  cause, 

or  signation,   or  signature.     Tlie  digestive  The  whole  progress,  of  this  case  was  very 

organs  on  this  occasion  were  made  the  object  interesting ;  but  I  must  confine  myself  to 

of  treatment ;  and  he  soon  got  well.  those  circumstances  which   bear  upon  onr 

There  was  another  instructive  part  of  his  present  topic.      He  lived  about  a  month 

history  ;  and  therefore  I  mention  it.     Be-  after  his  admission,  and  during  that  interval 

fore  these  attacks  he  was  in  the  habit  of  he  suffered  great  pain  in  the  head,  was  de« 

eating  and  drinking  freely )  and  his  power  lirious  at  timeSt  and  at  other  times  in  a  state 

of  digestion  was  supposed  to  be  enormous,  of  coma :  atone  period  he  suddenly  presented 

After  the  attack  in  May  he  commenced  a  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  apoplexy,  from 

strict  course  of  temperance.     He  drank  no  which  he  partly  recovered, 

wine  till  three  w  four  daya  before  the  oc-  I  found  a  cancerous  tumor  occupying  the 

currence  of  the  facial  palsy :  he  had  then  right  hemisphere  of  the  brain ;  at  its  undeif 

taken  it  again,  and  had  about  four  glasses  part  was  an  apoplectic  clot,  as  big  as  a  hazel 

daily ;  and  on  one  of  the  days  he  drank  two  nut.       I   found    also    a   very  satisfieu:tory 

glasses  of  Champagne.  explanation  of  the  deafness  and  the  facial 

It  was  of  some  moment  to  Hiis  gentleman,  palsy  which  had  been  noticed  during  his 

not  only  that  be  should  recover,  but  that  he  life>time.    The  portio  dura  and  the  portio 

should  recover  quickly.     He  had  been  ap-  mollis,  where  they  emerge  as  distinct  cords 

pointed    by  Government  to  amission  to  from  the  medulla  oblongata  on  the  right  side, 

Ceylon,  and  all  his  equipment  was  already  were  adherent  to  each  other.    The  portio 

on  board  a  vessel,  which  would  sail  in  a  dura  was  both  harder  and  larger  than  the 

fortnight.  corresponding  nerve  on  the  opposite  side, 

Cupping  behind  the  ears,  blistering,  pur-  while  the  portio    mollis    was  wasted  and 

gatives,  and  small  doses  of  calomel  continued  d^fflt^cnt.     llie  same  change  was  traced  up 

till  the  gums  were  slightly  sore,  removed  to  their  entrance  into  the  petrous  portion  of 

the  paralysis,  and  all  the  other  symptoms^  in  the  temporal  bone.     Immediately  over  the 

about  ten  days.     He  went  to  Ceylon,  and  medulla  oblongata,  and  in  a  vertical  line 

performed  his  mission  so  ably  that  after  his  above  the  point  of  emergence  of  the  seventh 

return  the  Government  appointed  him  to  one  pair  of  nerves,  a  nipple-Uke  portion  of  brain 

of  far  greater  importance  in  India,  where  he  projected  downwards,   and  had  apparently 

now  is.     He  has  remained  perfectly  well ;  communicated    pressure  to    these  nerves ; 

and  possesses  one  of  the  clearest  and  strongest  and  this  projection  from  the  lower  surface 

intellects  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  of  the  brain  seemed  to  have  been  produced 

I  must  trouble  you  with  one  more  case,  by  the  general  pressure  resulting  from  the 

to  complete  the  history  of  this  disease :  a  case  growth  of  the  tumor. 

in  which  the  cause  of  the  facial  palsy  was  The  remarks  which  I  have  been  applying 

situated  within  the  cranium,   and    proved  to  paUy  of  these  parts  hold  true  alio   in 

fatal,  and  became  visible  after  death.  respect  to  their  /om  (tf  eenstbility.     The 

Samuel  Dovey,  a  tailor,  57  years  old,  was  aniesthesia  may  or  may  not  portend  danger 
admitted  under  my  care  into  the  hospital,  in  to  life,  accordmg  as  the  interruption  of  ner- 
Febmary<  1833,  with  complete  palsy  of  the  vous  function  on  which  it  depends  is^ituated 
muscles  supphed  >y  the  portio  dura  on  the  more  or  less  near  to  the  origin  of  the  fifth 
right  side ;  and  of  no  others.  There  were  pair  of  nerves  in  the  brain.  The  patient, 
symptoms  enough,  however,  to  shew  that  Church,  whose  case  I  have  several  times  re- 
some  serious  mischief  was  going  on  within  ferred  to  in  this  lecture,  left  the  hospital 
the  skull.  He  suffered  intense  headache,  with  the  sensibility  of  her  face  nearly  as  per- 
more  on  the  left  than  the  rigbt  side ;  was  feet  as  ever.  The  treatment  consisted  in 
dixzy  and  staggering ;  and  could  not  get  to  local  blood-letting  and  counter-irritation, 
the  ward  without  being  led.  She  had  erysipelas  of  the  head  while  in  the 

The  palsy  had  come  on  about  ten  days  hospital,  and  was  in  some  danger  from  that 

before,  in  the  night.     He  found  when  he  complaint,  which  was  attended  with  a  good 

came  down  stain  the  next  morning  that  he  deal  of  fever  and  delirium.    With  the  excep- 

could  not  spit  as  usual ;  and  his  friends  ob-  tion  of  the  delirium,   which  belonged  no 

served  the  unnatural  state  of  his  features,  doubt  to  the  erysipelas,  there  was  no  reason 

He  had  had  no  fit,  nor  loss  of  consciousness ;  to  suspect  any  affection  of  her  brain, 

but  he  thought  his  memory  was  failing.     At  Treatment  qf  foetal  paley, — I  have  ind- 

the  time  when  die  paralysis  was  first  noticed,  dentally  adverted  to  the  plan  of  treatment 

he  had  some  numbness  and  tingling  of  the  to  be  pursued  in  these  cases  of  facial  palsy, 

right  arm,  extending  to  the  last  two  fingers.  When  the  complaint  is  recent,  and  has  an 

He  was  quite  deaf  in  the  right  ear.    This  is  obvious  cause,  the  appropriate  remedies  will 

a  point  deserving  attention  in  such  cases,  readily  suggest  themselves.    When,  for  ex- 
The  deafness,  when  it  occurs,   marks  an    ample,  it  has  come  on  after  exposure  to  a 
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current  of  cold  air,  or  after  a  blow,  or  any  caution,  bat  which  was  probably,  in  tmtlu 

circumstance  likely  to  give  rine  to  inflamma-  unnecessary — ^I  had  his  leg  electrified  ;  aikd 

tion,  you  must  treat  the  case  as  you  would  in   about  ten  days  the  sensation   and  tite 

treat  inflammation  ;  bearing  always  in  mind  power  of  the  limb   were  almost  rc^ored. 

that  a  small  amount  of  disorganization,  a  Mr.  Swan  mentions  a  somewhat  similar  caae« 

little  thickening  or  induration  of  the  parts  in  which  ansstheaia  of  the  hand  was  pro. 

around  the  nerve,  may  render  the  deformity  duced  by  strong  pressure  made  upon  tl^c 

and  the  inconvenience  permanent.     If  there  wrist. 

be  inflammatory  fever,  bleed  from  the  arm  :  There  are  some  very  curious  facts,  oon> 

if  there  be  not,  take  blood  from  the  neigh-  nected  with  aniesthesia,   shewing  that  tbe 

bourhood  of  the  affected  nerve  by  cupping :  voluntary  exercise  of  the  muscles  is  reg«- 

apply  fomentations ;  or,  what  is  better  in  lated  in  some  measure  by  the  aenaatioiis  of 

these  cases,  conduct  the  steam  of  hot  water  the  limb  that  is  employed.    The  senee  of 

against  and   into  the  ear :  and  administer  resistance  prompts  to  such  contraction  of 

-mercury  so  as  just  to  touch  the  gums.     I  the  muscles  as  is  required  to  balance   that 

should  always  take  this  latter  precaution,  resistance;  reminding  the  will  (so  to  speak) 

lest  any  effusion  of  lymph    shoidd    cause  of  the  necessity  that  exists  for  its  periietual 

abiding  pressure  on  the  nerve.     If  the  palsy  and  vigilant  operation.     Continued  volition 

gives  way  before  the  gums  become  tender,  is  essential  to  the  continuance  of  the  mus- 

the  mercury  need  not  be  pressed  farther.  cular  tension.     Thus  Dr.  Yelloly  describes 

Where  there  is  any  ground  to  suspect  that  a  woman  who  had  no  power  of  feeling  in  ko' 

the  brain  is  implicated,  the  treatment  just  hand  and  £ngers,   although   the  power  of 

described  must  be  pursued  with  greater  dl-  moving  them,  and  of  grasping  any  objects, 

ligence,  and  with  such  modifications  as  the  was  entire.  Tlib  woman  found  that  she  could 

nature  of  the  case  may  require.     If  there  be  carry  glasses  or  plates  in  that  hand  very  well 

evidence  of  chronic  disease  in  the  petrous  and  safely,  if  she  continued  to  look  at  and 

portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  such  as  ten-  attend  to  them ;  but  if  her  eyes  were  tamed 

demess  of  the  mastoid  process,  deafness,  a  another  way,  as  she  did  not  feel  what  ahe 

protracted  discharge  from  the  ear,  and  an  held,  she  was  very  apt  to  drop  it.     Dr.  Ley 

imperfect  state  of  the  membrana  tympani,  met  with  just  sudi  another  case.     A  woman 

we  can  scarcely  expert  much  good  from  very  had  defective  sensibility  on  one  side  of  the 

active  treatment.     We  must  then  have  re-  body  :  she  could  hold  her  child  in  the  arm 

course  to  counter-irritation,  and  such  other  of  that  side  so  long  as  her  attention  was  di- 

measures  as  I  spoke  of  when  the  subject  of  rected  to  it ;  but  if  surrounding  objects  di- 

otitis  was  briefly  considered.  verted  her  from  taking  notice  of  the  state  of 

Other  forma  qf  local  paUy  and  anaathe-  her  arm,  the  flexor  muscles  soon  began  to 
»ia, — The  examples  which  are  met  with  of  slacken,  and  the  child  was  in  danger  of  fall- 
local  palsy,  and  local  aniesthesia,  are  num-  ing.  All  this  is  exceedingly  carious, 
berless  ;  but  those  which  I  have  mentioned  Andral  has  recorded  a  most  singular  ex- 
are  the  most  common  and  the  most  impor-  ample  of  local  ansssthesia,  which  preceded 
tant.  They  are  always  deserving  of  atten-  an  attack  of  apoplexy.  The  patient  lost, 
tion ;  but  more  so  when  any  suspicion  from  time  to  time,  all  sensation  in  certain 
arises  that  they  may  be  connected  with  cere-  isolated  parts  of  the  skin  upon  the  thorax  ; 
bral  disease.  Sometimes  they  evidently  have  there  were  five  or  six  of  these  insensible 
no  such  connexion.  In  the  month  of  No-  spots,  each  about  the  size  .of  a  flve-franc 
vember,  1831,  a  coachman  became  my  pa-  piece.  You  might  pinch  the  skin  in  these 
tient  in  the  hospital  with  imperfect  para-  places  without  producing  the  slightest  feel- 
lysis  affectmg  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  ing  in  the  patient.  In  all  other  psrts  the 
right  foot  alone,  with  numbness  of  the  foot,  sensibility  was  perfect  and  lively. 
He  could  both  stand  and  walk ;  but  on  ad-  There  are  other  cases  also  on  record,  mor« 
vancing  that  leg,  his  foot  flapped  suddenly  remarkable  still;  in  which  the  patients  have 
down,  and  he  could  not  deliberately  direct  lost  both  the  power  of  motion  and  the 
and  plant  it,  like  the  other.  His  general  faculty  of  sensation  in  almost  every  part  of 
health  was  quite  good  ;  he  had  no  headache,  the  body,  and  yet  have  survived  for  a  Con- 
or giddiness,  or  palsy  of  any  other  part,  siderable  time.  Thus  one  person  (whose 
But  a  month  before  he  had  been  sitting  with  case  is  related  in  the  Bulletin  de»  Sciences 
the  right  leg  thrown  over  the  opposite  knee  ;  Medicalee  for  Jan.  1828)  became  first 
and  he  continued  in  that  position  until  the  amaurotic,  then  deaf,  and  then  by  degrees 
foot  felt  numb,  tingling,  and  was  (what  is  lost  all  power  of  sensation  and  motion  ex- 
called)  asleep;  and  it  had  remained  in  the  cept  in  the  tongue  and  in  the  muscles  of 
same  condition  from  that  time.  After  some  deglutition  and  respu-ation.  His  speech  and 
general  treatment  (cupping  and  purgatives)  intellects  were  unimpaired.  It  was  acd- 
before  he  came  to  the  hospital — ^trcatmcnt  dentally  discovered  that  a  small  patch  on  the 
which  was  quite  proper  in  the  way  of  pre-  right  cheek  retained  iU  stiisibility ;  and  by 
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tracing  letters  on  this  sensible  spot,  his  wife 
and  children  were  enabled  to  interchange 
ideas  with  him.  He  died  at  length,  and  his 
body  was  not  examined. 

I  shall  iinifih  what  I  have  to  say  on  this 
head,  by  relating  a  case  of  the  same  kind, 
which  occurred  under  Dr.  Abercrombie's 
notice ;  and  which  we  are  sure  therefore 
would  be  observed  with  care,  and  recorded 
with  fidelity. 

A  servant  girl,  about  20  years  old,  sprained 
her  back  in  lifting  some  heavy  article  of 
furniture.  She  felt  no  great  inconvenience 
at  the  time ;  but  some  little  while  after, 
weakness  of  the  legs  came  on,  and  gradu- 
ally increased  to  perfect  paraplegia.  After 
an  interval,  the  affection  extended  to  the 
arms,  and  she  then  had  not  a  vestige  of 
motion  of  any  of  the  parts  below  the  head, 
except  a  very  slight  movement  of  one  of  the 
fingers :  but  the  internal  functions  were  all 
perfect,  and  her  speech  was  distinct,  except 
that  in  speaking  she  was  sometimes  seized 
with  spasmodic  twitches  of  the  lips  and 
lower  jaw.  She  lived  in  that  state,  without 
any  change  of  the  symptoms,  and  her  gene- 
ral health  continuing  good,  for  about  twenty 
'years.  In  the  morning  she  was  taken  out 
of  bed,  and  placed  in  a  chair,  so  contrived 
as  to  support  her  in  a  sitting  posture.  Her 
arms  rested  on  a  cross  board  which  passed 
before  her;  and  if  by  any  accident  one  of 
them  slipped  from  this  support,  she  had  no 
resource  but  to  call  the  assistance  of 
another  person  to  replace  it.  Having  been 
on  one  occasion  left  alone  for  about  two 
hours  after  one  of  her  arms  had  thus  slipped 
down,  the  hand  had  become  extensively 
oedematous.  In  the  same  manner,  if  her 
head  fell  forward  upon  the  thorax,  it  re- 
mained in  that  position  until  raised  by  an 
attendant.  Her  mind  was  entire.  She 
died  after  four  days  illness  with  symptoms 
of  low  typhus  fever.  Yon  may  suppose 
that  Dr.  Abercrombie  looked  with  the 
greatest  interest  for  the  cause  of  these  most 
remarkable  symptoms.  **  1  examined. the 
body  with  the  utmost  care,  (says  he)  along 
with  Dr.  Pitcaim,  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  her  for  several  years ;  and 
we  could  not  discover  any  disease,  either  in 
the  brain  or  in  the  spinal  cord." 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  when  this 
case  was  under  observation,  theexcito-motory 
functions  were  not  understood,  nor  attended 
to. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  consider  those 
diseases  (and  there  are  several  of  them) 
which  are  marked  by  definite  symptoms, 
which  consist  essentially  in  some  disturb- 
ance or  disorder  of  the  nervous  system, 
but  which  are  not  accounted  fur  by  any 
physical  changes  that  we  can  appreciate  in 
any  part  of  that  system.  After  some  of  these 
disei^Bes  we  do,  to  be  sure,  sometimes  meet 


with  morbid  appearanoes  in  the  brain  and 
spinal  marrow  :  but  none  that  a|p  constant, 


or  uniform. 
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'Wb  have,  I  hope,  by  our  observations  of  last 
day's  lecture,  in  some  measure  cleared  the  way 
for  an  understanding  both  of  the  nature  of 
fever,  and  of  the  principles  of  treatment,  to 
which  we  shall  devote  this  day's  lecture. 

Before  presuming  to  recommend  any  par* 
ticuUr  linies  of  treatment,  it  is  only  right  to 
ascertain  whether  the  results  are  such  aa  to 
recommend  it.  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
they  are.  Mr.  Edgeworth  has  been  kind 
enough  to  draw  up  a  table  of  the  admissions 
and  deaths,  and  causes  of  death,  from  July  1, 
when  the  wards  .came  under  my  care,  to 
December  3 1 ,  a  period  of  five  months.  The 
total  nmnber  of  admissions  within  that  pe- 
riod has  been  297  ;  total  number  of  deiihs 
12.   Of  these  deaths  there  were  from — 

Scarlatina,  2,  A.  Prendergast,  and  £. 
Mulalley;  pleuro-pneumonia,  1,  Charles 
Doyle ;  pleuritis  and  empyema,  2,  J.  Finlay 
and  T.  Kavenagh;  old  age,  1,  L.  M*Keow; 
hydrocephalus,  1,  Margaret  Fitzgibbon; 
haemorrhage,  1,  Margaret  M'Gregor;  cho- 
lera, 1,  Bridget  Foran  ;  meningitis,  1,  John 
Neile.  Total,  10.  We  have  had  during  this 
period  only  two  deaths  from  fever — Honor 
Yir'alsh,  set.  22,  who  died  on  the  14th  day ; 
and  Anne  Mayne,  admitted  in  a  dying  state. 
Our  statistics  for  fiye  months  will  then  stand 
thus  : — cases  of  maculated  fever  admitted, 
287 ;  number  of  deaths,  2  :  which  gives  us 
as  our  rate  of  mortality  one  <leath  in  143^. 
This  is  a  very  favourable  result,  and  the 
treatment  und^ir  which  it  luut  occurred  we 
shall  now  go  into  a  little  in  detail. 

There  is  one  organ  to  the  state  of  which 
I  have  repeatedly  called  yonr  attention,  and 
impressed  on  you  the  necetLiity  of  closely 
watching,  viz.  the  bladder.  The  case  of 
Murphy  afforded  us  a  good  illustration  on 
this  point.  He  was  very  ill  in  maculated 
fever — so  violent  that  it  was  necessary  to  put 
a  strait- waistcoat  on  him.  His  delirimn  was 
furious ;    his  tongue   was  dry   and  brown ; 
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his  pulse  beating  above  130 ;  his  skin  coyered  bladder  two  or  three  times  a  da^r  was  the 
with  both  macnte  of  ferer  and  petechiie  of  g^radual  clearing  np  of  the  coma,  and  the 
purpura.  He  had  not  slept,  and  his  eyes  recovery  of  the  patient.  You  might  stlao 
were  suffused :  he  passed  his  faeces  in  bed,  suppose  that  percussion  of  the  hypogastric 
and  we  were  positively  assured  by  the  nurse  region  would  be  sufficient  to  detect  nrine  in 
that  he  had  also  passed  urine  copiously  under  any  amount  in  the  bladder.  It  is  not.  Either 
him.  This  report  seemed  to  be  confirmed  from  the  natural  inclination  of  the  bladder, 
at  first  sight  on  turning  down  the  bed-  its  being  thrown  more  backwards  in  sonae 
clothes,  for  there  was  a  strong  urinous  smell ;  persons  than  in  others,  from  a  d^ree  of 
the  clothes  were  stained  by  the  urine  ;  and  tympanites  in  the  intestines,  from  the  posture 
the  urine  was  seen  welling  from  the  orifice  of  of  the  patient,  who  always,  in  the  cases 
the  urethra,  and  dribbling  over  the  thigh,  where  the  examination  is  most  called  for,  has 
Notwithstanding  all  this  I  had  the  catheter  lain  for  many  hours  on  his  back,  or  from 
introduced,  and  there  were  drawn  off  certainly  all  those  circumstances  combined^  there  vill 
not  less,  and  I  believe  more,  than  two  quarts  be  clearness  on  percussion  over  three«foarths 
of  urine.  You  can  easily  conceive,  were  the  or  more  of  the  hypogastric  region ;  and  yet 
bladder  allowed  to  remain  thus  distended,  the  bladder  will  contain  a  large  quantity  of 
what  the  ultimate  effect  on  the  system  would  urine,  which  the  patient,  in  the  oppressed  or 
be.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose  any  debilitated  state  of  his  nervous  system,  will 
thing  more  calculated  to  destroy  life  in  fever  not  pass.  We  have  many  times  percussed 
than  such  a  state  of  bladder ;  the  organ  so  the  hypogastric  region,  and  elicited  a  clear 
distended  as  to  have  lost  its  muscular  power,  sound ;  and  yet  immediately  afterwards 
and  no  urine  passing  off,  save  the  surplus  drawn  off  a  large  quantity  of  urine.  Even 
quantity  which  can  no  longer  find  room  in  though  the  quantity  taken  away  from  the 
the  distended  bladder.  It  is  a  rule  of  prac-  bladder  be  not  very  great,  it  is  probable  that 
tice  I  would  most  earnestly  impress  on  you  there  is  a  good  effect  produced  by  its  re- 
in the  treatment  of  fever,  never  to  omit  the  moval.  Its  removal  will  probably  encourage 
introduction  of  the  catheter  in  cases  where  a  free  secretion  from  the  kidneys ;  and  a 
there  is  either  delirium  or  coma,  unless  you  copious  secretion  of  urine  is  one  of  the  most 
have  the  quantity  of  urine  passed  preserved  favourable  circumstances  we  can  have  in 
for  your  own  inspection.  If,  on  the  intro-  fever.  The  ultimate  conclusion  at  which  I 
duction  of  the  catheter,  there  be  no  urine  in  think  we  must  now  arrive,  relative  to  our 
the  bladder,  there  is  no  harm  done,  and  you  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  bladder,  is, 
have  satisfied  yourselves ;  if  there  be  urine  that  we  ought  to  trust  neither  to  the  report 
present  you  perhaps  save  your  patient's  life,  of  the  nurse  nor  to  the  examination  of  the 
by  freeing  him  from  the  irritation  produced  hypogastric  region  by  the  hand,  nor  to  per- 
by  the  cUstension  of  the  bladder,  and  from  cusaion,  but  only  to  the  catheter,  or  to  the 
the  bad  effect  of  the  retention  of  so  much  inspection  of  the  actual  amount  of  urine 
ezcrementitions  fluid,  which,  if  not  removed,  passed  from  visit  to  visit.  I  do  not  think  I 
will  at  least  in  part  again  be  absorbed  to  his  can  overrate  the  importance  of  attention  to 
serious  injury.  Never  in  such  cases  trust  to  the  state  of  the  bladder  in  stages  of  fever 
the  report  of  the  nurse  as  to  the  quantity  of  where  there  is  great  nervous  debility,  coma, 
urine  passed.    Trust  in  nothing  but  the  in-  or  delirium. 

spection  of  it ;  or,  what  is  better,  the  test  of        We  shall  now  proceed  with  other  parts  of 

the  catheter.    You  may  suppose  that  in  such  the  treatment,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  not 

cases  examination  of  the  hypogastric  region  more  necessary  to  say  what  treatment  we 

will  be  sufficient  for  your  information  as  to  have  followed,  than  to  point  out  what  practice 

the  passing  of  urine,  without  the  introductios  we  have  avoided.   But  let  me  not  be  under- 

of  the  catheter.     Believe  me,  it  is  not  to  be  stood  as  now  presuming  to  recommend  the 

trusted.     I  shall  never  forget  a  case  that  im-  line  of  practice  at  present  adopted  as  appli- 

pressed  this  strongly  on  my  mind.     A  gentle-  cable  to  fever  in  general ;  it  b  to  be  under- 

man,  of  low  stature  and  fiill  habit,  was  lying  stood  as  applied  only  to  the  present  epidemic 

comatose  from  erysipehuofthe  head  and  face,  of  maculated  fever.     Tliere  are  three  active 

and  had  for  several  hours  passed  no  urine,  remedies  which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 

Were  I  to  mention  the  names  of  the  gentle-  abstain  from — general  bleeding,  sudorifics, 

men  who  were  in  attendance  with  me  on  the  and  cathartics.     General  blood-letting  has 

case,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  not  been  employed  in  a  single  instance ;  nor 

the  examination  of  the  region  of  the  bladder  has  there  occurred  one  among  so  many  cases 

was    made    with    care  and   tact,    and  the  where  even  a  thought  of  its  employment 

result    of    that    examination    was    almost  could  suggest    itself  to    the   mind.    This 

a   conviction  that  there  was  no  urine  in  forms  a  very  remarkable    feature   in   our 

the  bladder,  and  that  the  case  was  a  fatal  present  epidemic,  as  it  belongs,   perhaps, 

one    of    Bupnrenon ;    still    the    catheter  not  more  to  the  character  of  the  fever  than 

was  employea,  and  a  quart  of  urine  was  to  the  state  of  the  human  constitution  at 

drawn  off.    The  result  of  attention  to  the  large,  at  the  present  time  at  least,  in  this 
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eonntrj.  The  fact  ii  obvious  to  erefj  one  of  Sudoriiics  come  next  as  a  treatment  to  be 
observation,  that  not  only  in  fever  but  in  abstained  from  in  our  present  epidemic, 
other  diseases,  in  acute  inflammatory  attacks,  Of  all  crises  or  terminations  of  our  maculated 
there  is  neitJier  the  same  necessity  now  for  fever,  that  by  perspiration  is  the  most  to  be 
active  blood-letting  that  existed  some  years  dreaded.  Crises  may  take  place  imperfectly 
since,  nor  would  it  even  be  borne.  In  rela-  by  urine,  by  sleep,  even  by  diarrhoea,  by  any 
tion  to  the  capability  of  bearing  blood-letting  of  these,  even  only  by  remission,  and  the 
or  depletion  under  disease,  there  has  occurred  case  be  even  benefitted  by  the  partial  crisis ; 
in  the  human  constitution,  within  a  period  but  if  after  the  ninth  or  tenth  day  a  copious 
of  some  years,  perhaps  most  remarkably  perspiration  comes  on,  and  that  the  strength 
since  the  invasion  of  cholera  in  1832,  a  very  show  the  slightest  tendency  to  sink  under  it, 
marked  change.  This  singular  change  in  or,  what  is  still  worse,  that  the  pulse  itse  in 
the  human  constitution,  and  which  perhaps  frequency  while  the  perspiration  is  coming 
follows  something  like  a  regtilar  cycle,  is  out,  the  termination  will  almost  certainly  be 
always  first  and  most  remarkably  seen  in  fiital.  In  fact,  recovery  under  such  circnm- 
fever,  because  fever  engages  more  of  the  vital  stances  is  an  exception.  I  have  such  a 
functions  simultaneously  than  any  other  dis-  dread  of  the  crisis  by  perspiration,  that  I 
ease ;  and  thus  the  phenomena  of  fever  are  would  rather  see  the  fever  considerably  pro- 
deserving  of  our  closest  attention,  not  only  longed  than  run  even  the  chance  of  the  con« 
for  their  own  sake,  but  as  affording  an  in-  sequences  of  perspiration.  I  am  confident 
sight  into  modification  of  treatment  in  local  one  of  the  causes  for  fever  being  more  fatal 
affections.  This  singular  change  in  the  in  private  life  than  in  hospital  is,  that  from 
human  constitution,  and  which  as  positively  the  feather  beds,  the  warm  drinks,  the  heavier 
occurs  as  a  change  of  climate  or  of  season,  covering  of  private  patients,  there  is  in  such 
affords  us  an  explanation  of  those  changes,  patients  a  greater  tendency  to  perspiration 
or  even  apparent  contradictions,  in  treatment,  than  in  the  cool  wards,  the  light  covered 
that  are  sometimes  found  in  writers  of  dif-  beds,  and  the  cool  drinks  of  the  hospital 
ferent  times.  Those  changes  in  the  treatment  patients.  Every  thing  that  can  encourage 
of  diseases,  that  have  occurred  from  time  to  perspiration  in  our  maculated  fever  is  to  be 
time,  which  are,  for  the  reason  already  avoided ;  and  if  the  patient,  as  sometimes 
noticed,  always  most  remarkable  in  fever,  happens,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  wearing 
but  which  are  also  seen,  in  corresponding  a  flannel  vest,  or  dress,  in  bed,  let  it  be  re* 
degree,  in  all  local  diseases,  are  occasionally  moved.  It  sometimes  requires  the  most 
alluded  to  by  persons  of  shallow  mind,  peremptory  order  on  the  part  of  the  physi- 
or  little  comprehension,  aa  evidences  of  cian  to  enforce  those  regulations.  Popular 
ehangeableness  and  uncertainty  of  prin-  knowledge,  or  rather  ignorance,  confounds 
ciplea  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  If,  while  the  maculated  or  typhoid  fever  with  the 
constitution  and  disease  were  running  common  inflammatory  fever  or  synocha. 
their  cycle  of  change,  our  treatment,  like  A  copious  perspiration  will  cure  a  patient  in 
Sangrado's,  were  always  .  to  remain  the  the  latter  ;  it  will  probably  kill  in  the 
same — unsuited  to  constitution,  unadapted  former. 

to  sjrmptoms — then,  indeed,  the  criticism  Purgatives  are  the  third  on  our  list  of  re- 
might  pretend  to  some  show  of  truth,  medies  to  be  abstained  from,  or  to  be  cau- 
Hiose  who  would  esteem  a  settled  and  un-  tiously  used.  We  have  used  them  very 
var3^ng  line  of  practice  to  be  suitable  and  sparingly  indeed.  In  by  far  the  greater 
best  for  all  times  and  changes,  exhibit  as  much  number  of  the  worst  oases  we  have  never 
sense  as  the  savage  lawgiver,  who  proclaimed  administered  a  purgative  by  the  mouth,  and 
that  in  all  stages  of  changes  of  the  social  there  is  this  satisfactory  result,  that  during  a 
constitution  his  rules  and  laws  should  be  period  of  five  months,  in  287  cases  of  macu- 
immutable.  These  general  observations  lated  fever  we  have  not  had  a  single  case  of 
may  seem  at  first  unsuitable  to  a  clinical  lee-  urgent  intestinal  tympanitis.  Among  the 
tare.  I  do  not  think  they  are.  I  do  not  complications  of  fever  there  is  scarcely  one 
think  the  fact  of  the  change  which  ooca-  more  to  be  dreaded  than  a  tympanitic  state 
■ionaOy  comes  over  the  human  constitution,  of  the  intestinal  canal.  Even  without  fever 
and  which  always  becomes  most  perceptible  at  all,  as  a  mere  local  disease,  distension  and 
in  disease,  is  generally  sufficiently  kept  be-  want  of  tone  of  the  intestines,  as  in  one  form 
fore  the  mind  of  the  practitioner.  Attention  of  Ueus,  is  sufficient  to  kill.  What,  then, 
to  it  at  the  bedside  is  not  less  necessary  than  must  be  its  danger  in  a  constitution  with  not 
attention  to  the  disease  itself;  and  how  soon  one,  but  every,  vital  function  depressed  to 
the  present  type  of  disease  and  present  con-  its  lowest  ebb.  We  are  to  estimate  the 
stitution  of  the  living  system  may  change  value  of  any  particular  line  of  treatment  in 
their  characters,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  say.  fever,  not  alone  by  the  symptoms  we  can 
If  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  change  has  combat,  but  by  the  dangers  we  can  prevent ; 
already  frequently  occurred,  and  will  oer-  and  if  by  adopting  a  particular  line  of  treat- 
tainly  occur  again,  we  shall  be  better  pre-  ment  Uie  occurrence  of  a  dangerous  oompli- 
pared  to  detect  it  and  to  meet  it.  cation  of  fSever  is  prevented,  that  line  of 
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treatment  recommenda  itself  e^en  more  were  reduced  for  the  moet  part  to  de- 
strongly  than  a  line  of  practioe  which  woold  prive  themselves  of  some  of  their  mi- 
permit  the  danger  to  arise,  and  then  turn  to  serable  furniture  ;  to  dispase  of  them 
combat  it.  There  has  been  no  necessity  in  that  they  might  satisfy  their  hanger, 
our  epidemic  for  the  use  of  purgatives ;  the  ^n^  to  provide  some  morsels  of  bread 
bowels  have  been  almost  always  moderately  ^^  ^^e  urgent  calls  of  their  children." 
free,  or  if  not  so  or  if  a  tendency  to  tym-  j^  Scotland  the  prevalence  of  fever 
panites  has  shewn  iteelf,  an  enema  has  always  ^^^  y^^^^  ^^^  coexistent  and  coexten. 
been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  procunng  -^  ^.^j^  nrivation 
a  discharge,  or  removing  flatulence.  We  ™,,  .  *^  '-ji  a.  r  ai_  *  i 
cannot  cufihe  fever  short  by  purging.  We  ,  This  appears  evident  from  the  fol- 
can  do  no  good  by  it ;  but  we  may  do  much  lowing  facts  adducedby  Dr.  Alison  z-^ 
harm,  both  by  lowering  the  strength  con-  .  "t.  "It  appears,  from  observing  the 
siderably,  and  by  producing  mucous  irrita-  ^^les  of  these  epidcnucs,  the  first  in 
tion.  We  had  better,  therefore,  refrain  from  Edinburrfi  beginning  in  1817,  after 
it;  and  this  recommendation  is  supported  two  bad  harvests,  and  at  the  seme  time 
by  the  best  of  all  tests — the  practic.il  results,  as  the  Irish  one;  the  next  in  1826, 
Having  noticed  some  practices  to  be  after  the  great  failures  in  1825,  and  the 
avoided,  we  shall  next  turn  our  attention  to  sudden  cessation,  particularly  of  build- 
treatment  to  be  adopted.  ing  speculations,  in  Edinburgh  ;    ai^d 

—  the  last  in  1836,  after  the  ?reat  depres- 
sion of  trade  both  in    Glasgow     and 
Dundee,  with  which  towns  the  lower 
ON  THE  orders  here  are  much  connected,  and 
SOURCES   OP  TYPHUS   OR   CON-  ^^der  the  combination  of  other  circum- 
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stances  already  mentioned,  which  have 
depressed  the  condition  of  the  poor  in 
Edinburgh  of  late  years*." 

In  consequence  of  this  depression, 

[Concluded  ftrom  page  144.]  Dr.  Alison  argues,  fever  has  been  greatly 

on  the  increase.  "For  many  years  past," 

History     from    the    earliest     period  he  observes,    "  contagious    fever  has 

informs  us  that  fever  has  been  a  too  never  been    absent  from  Edinburgh, 

constant  attendant  on  war.    This  con-  and  there  have  been  three  great  epide- 

ncction     has     become    proverbial    in  mics  of  that  disease  in  the  last  22  years, 

Germany,  where  it  is  called  war-pest  beginning  in   1817,   1826,  and    1836, 

(Kriegspest).  each  lastmc;  nearly  three  years,   and 

The  continental  epidemics  have  either  each  of  the  last  two  afiecting,  I  believe, 

accompanied  or  succeeded  seasons  of  nearly    ten    thousand    persons.     The 

poverty  and  destitution.     The  fevers  number  of  fever  patients  admitted  into 

of  Italy  in   17(34  and  1817  took  place  *'^e   Infirmary  and    Auxiliary    Fever 

under  circumstances    of   great    want.  Hospital,     from    November    1817    to 

The  epidemic  which  raged  4it  Louviers  November  1820,  was  3090;  from  Nov. 

in  Nomandy  in  1770,  broke  out  under  1^^6  to  Nov.  1829,  it  was  4318;  and 

similar  suffering.    Lepecqde  la  Cloture  from  October  1836  to  October  1839,  it 

informs  us  "  that  for  a  number  of  years  was  4850." 

the  price  of  provisions  had  become  The  increase  of  typhus  has  not  been 
extremely  hign,  and  that  suffering  confined  to  Edinburgh.  Some  of  the 
having  greatly  increased,  the  commune  other  large  towns  have  suffered  to  a 
of  Louviers  was  considerably  debili-  still  greater  degree,  especially  Glasgow, 
tated,  which  caused  the  manufacturers  This  will  appear  obvious  from  a  glance 
to  stop  a  part  of  their  work ;  conse-  at  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Glasgow,  by 
quently  a  number  of  operatives  remained  Br.  Cowan.  According  to  this  physi- 
without  employment,  and  the  wages  of  cian,  the  number  of  fever  patients  ad- 
others  were  diminished.  What  hap-  mitted  into  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infir- 
pened  then  ?  One  did  not  see,  as  for-  mary  durin?  seven  years  ending  1802, 
merly,  the  workmen  enjoying  them-  was  4S4.  The  following  seven  years 
selves  on  ffete-days,  and  destroying  a  512  cases  were  atoit  ted;  and  from  this 
*  part  of  their  care  in  wine.  No  ;  there  till  1816,  a  period  of  seven  years,  574 
were  for  them  no  more  movements  of  joy.  were  admitted.  From  1816  to  1823, 
Sadness  was  painted  in  pallid  colours  the  number    increased  to    3866,  and 

on  every  countenance.     Misery   had — 

crushed  their  spirit.    In  short,  they  *  Management  of  the  Poor,  &c.  p.  i3. 
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the  following  seven  years  it  rose  6075  $  the  people  had  constant  employment, 

and  from  \S30  to  1836  inclusive,  the  and  obtained  good  wages,  fever  pre- 

number  of  admissions    amounted   to  vailed  to  a  mucn  less  extent  than  it  has 

11,750.  done  since.     In  1835  the  number  of 

This  calculation,  however,  can  be  fever  cases  which  occurred  in  Glasgow 

merely  regarded  as  an  approximation  is  stated  by  Dr.  Cowan  to  be  6180 ;  in 

to  the  actual   number  of  fever  cases  1836  it  increased  to   10,092,  and  in 

which  occurred  in  Glasgow.    The  hos*  1837  to  21,800. 

pitals  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  The  working  classes  of  Glasgow  were 
patients  labouring  under  fever  are  not  in  the  same  destitute  condition  during 
adequate  to  admit  the  whole  of  the  poor  the  epidemics  1816-17-19.  There  was 
who  are  seized  with  the  disease.  Many  great  stagnation  of  txade.  The  opera- 
cases  must  have  also  occurred  among  tives  were  subjected  to  great  sufferinff, 
the  better  classes  of  society.  That  especially  hand-loom  weavers;  52d6 
this  increase  of  fever  is  owing  to  the  or  whom  were  out  of  employment  in  ' 
same  cause  which  produced  it  in  Edin-  1819.  And  Dr.  Cleland  informs  us 
burgh,  is  quite  evident  from  Dr.  Cowan,  that  ''in  1817,  23,000  persons  applied 
as  well  as  from  the  testimony  of  several  to  the  charitable  funds  for  relief." 
others  who  have  investigated  the  sub-  From  the  foregoing  facts  we  perceive 
ject.  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Cowan  states  that,  between  the  increase  and  spread 
a  circumstance  which  at  first  sight  ap-  of  fever  and  a  state  of  destitution,  there 
pears  to  oppose  this  view,  but  on  a  exists  a  very  close  connection — a  con- 
second  consideration  it  will  be  found  to.  nection  which  has  been  maintamed 
have  no  such  tendency.  At  p.  13  of  since  1817,  not  only  in  Glassow,  but 
his  Vital  Statistics  of  Glasgow,  he  also  in  the  other  large  manufacturing 
observes,  "This  increase,  especially  towns  of  Scotland.  We  shall  only 
during  the  last  seven  years,  (from  1830  instance  Dundee.  Dr.  Alison,  after 
to  18^),  has  taken  place,  not  in  years  detailing  the  causes  of  destitution  to 
of  famine  and  distress,  but  during  a  which  tne  working  class  of  this  town 
period  of  unexampled  prosperitv — ^a  have  %een  exposed  since  1818,  observes, 
period  when  the  wages  of  labour  have  "  that  prior  to  1818  little  demand  was 
been  ample,  the  prices  of  provisions  made,  comparatively  speaking,  on  the 
comparatively  low,  and  every  indivi-  Dundee  Infirmary  for  the  reception 
dual  able  and  willing  to  work,  secure  of  fever  cases;  butduring  that  and  the 
of  steady  and  remunerating  employ-  following  year  the  disease  raged  to 
ment."  This  state  of  prosperity  did  such  an  extent  in  town  and  suburbs, 
not  long  continue,  and  has  not  yet  re-  that  the  house  became  inadequate  to 
turned.  At  page  34,  Dr.  Cowan  informs  the  wants  of  the  community.  Since 
us  that  '*  from  the  close  of  1836,  one  of  that  period  the  progress  of  the  disease 
those  periodicaLdepressions  in  trade  .  .  has  been  various,  but  on  the  whole 
deprived  a  large  proportion  of  the  po-  vastly  on  the  iu  crease.  The  last  epide^ 
pulation  of  the  means  of  subsistence  mic  appears  to  have  attained  its  maxi- 
....  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  mum  tnere  in  1836,  when  the  fever 
inhabitants  were  suddenly  deprived  of  patients  in  the  infirmary  wei«  773,  and 
employment,  and  consequentlv  of  the  the  deaths  from  fever-  stated  in  the 
means  of  procuring  food.  The  high  mortality  bills  (which  I  understand  to 
price  of  coal  was  the  means  of  dimi-  be  kept  very  accurately)  are  297.  But 
nishing  the  hours  of  labour,  and  con-  in  the  years  1836-7-8-9,  fever  continued 
sequently  the  amount  of  waees  in  nu-  very  prevalent ;  and  the  whole  number 
merous  factories,  and  placed  fuel  be-  of  deaths  in  these  years  having  been 
yond  the  reach  of  the  lower  classes  for  7160,  or  1790  a  year,  in  a  population 
domestic  purposes."  which  in  1831  was  45,000,  but  is  since 

To  these  sources  of  destitution  we  supposed  to  have  extended,  chiefly  how* 

may,  add  the  bad  harvest  of  1836,  and  ever  by  accessions  from  the  country, 

cdnsequently  the  high  price  of  food  to  above  60,000.    From  these  facts  we 

during  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  and  may  infer  that  nearly  10,000  inhabi- 

the  whole  of  183/.  tants  of  Dundee,  or  nearly  one  in  six 

We  perceive  that  the  period  of  pros-  of  the  population,  must  have  had  fever 

perity  was  prior  to  1836 :  during  the  in  these  four  years." — p.  14. 

tatter  part  of  which  year  these  priva-  Such,  then,  is  the  connection  which 

tions  commenced.    We  find  that  when  has  usually  existed  between  the  pre- 
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valence  of  fever  and  the  existence  of  inhabit  the  large  cities  of  England,  and 

poverty.  those  which   reside   in   our  Scottish 

I  am  convinced  that  the  historv  of  towns,  our  opinion  of  privation  being  a 

fever  in  the  town  of  Paisley  will  afford  source  of  fever  is  strongly  confirmed, 

an  illustration  of  this  relation.     It  has  The  Enghsh  pauper  is  in  many  respects 

done  so  in  the  village  of  Barrhead  for  placed  under  circumstances  similar  to 

the  few  years  that  I  have  resided  there,  nis  brethren  of  the  north,  differing. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  at  present,  however,  widely^  in  the  extent  of  desti- 

The  population  is  chiefly  composed  of  tution  and  the  prevalence  of  fever.  The 

operatives,  many  of  whom  have  been  in  poor  of  both  parts  of  Her  Majesty's 

very  destitute  circumstances  for  the  last  dominions  are  exposed  to  the  influence 

six  months ;  and  fever,  which  was  rare  of  malaria,  originating  from  the  same 

previous  to  that  period,  has  prevailed  sources :  they  are  alike  crowded  to^e- 

extensively  since,  principally    among  ther  in  small,  ill-fiirnished,  and  badly 

the  poor ;  many  of  whom  are  in  the  ventilated  apartments ;   they  are  of  the 

most  abject    misery,    having   neither  same  filthy  and   intemperate   habits, 

clothing,  ^el,    nor    food.    Since  the  The  only  mfference  in  tneir  condition 

month  of  August  last,  in  one  range  of  is,  that  those  who  have  the  good  fortune 

houses  inhabited  by  272  individuals,  to  live  south  of  the  Tweed  are  protected 

sunk  into  the  depth  of  poverty,  61  cases  from  the  awful  destitution  which  exists 

of  fever  have  occurred.     In  manv  of  among  the  poor  who  live  on'  the  north 

these  instances  no  other  source  of  fever  side  of  that  river.  In  Scotland  the  vast 

could  be  traced  on  the  most  careful  majority  of  our  poor  arc  wholly  unpro- 

investigation,  except  poverty.  vided  for  by  parochial  relief.    Those  to 

From  the  universal  co-existence  of  whom  this  charity  is  extended  receive 
privation  and  fever,  which  the  mass  of  a  trifling  sum,  about  two  shillings  per 
facta  adduced  in  the  preceding  pages  week — a  sum  totally  inadecjuate  to  their 
amply  prove,  we  are  justified  to  infer  maintenance ;  whereas,  in  England, 
that  these  two  evils  frequently  stand  in  three  times  this  amount  is  given.  In 
the  relation  to  each  other  of  caufc  and  England  the  average  expense  for  main- 
effect.  We  have  seen  that  wherever  taining  the  poor  is  still  five  shillings 
disaster  and  destitution  prevailed  for  and  tenpence  per  head  on  the  popula- 
any  length  of  time,  affecting  large  com-  tion.  Irevious  to  the  late  shameful 
muni  ties  or  congregations  of  men,  fever  reduction  it  was  much  larger.  It  is, 
is  a  too  certain  and  constant  attendant.*  however,  nearly  five  times  as  much  as 
We  have  seen,  from  ample  experience,  that  which  is  levied  in  Scotland.  It  is 
that  in  times  of  scarcity  and  of  stagna-  less  than  sixteen-pence.  Let  us  ex- 
tion  of  trade,  and  disasters  in  military  amine,  then,  the  extent  to  which  fever 
afliiirs,  fever  has  raged  with  dreadful  attacks  the  poor  of  these  two  countries, 
virulence.  Many  other  circumstances  In  Manchester  the  cases  of  fever  ad- 
corroborate  the  opinion  that  fever  is  mittcd  to  the  hospital  in  1836  amounted 
frequently  originated  from  privation,  to  780,  or  one  to  every  292  of  the  popu- 
Do  we  not  find  large  communities,  lation.  In  Leeds  the  number  treated  in 
pfaced  under  exactly  similar  circum-  the  fever  hospital  was  274,  or  one  to 
stances  as  regards  their  habits  of  life,  450  of  the  innabitants.  In  Newcastle 
their  mode  of  dwelling  together  in  and  Gateshead  the  number  admitted  to 
crowded  and  ill- ventilated  apartments,  the  fever  hospital  is  39  annually,  or 
surrounded  by  noxious  effluvia?  But  one  to  1485  of  the  population.  In 
those  who  compose  some  of  these  com-  Carlisle,  where  fever  was  epidemic  in 
muni  ties  are  found  to  suffer  the  pangs  1831,  one  out  of  every  12!  of  the  popu- 
of  hunger  to  an  extent  wholly  unparal-  lation  was  admitted  to  the  infirmary ; 
leled  to  the  members  of  the  othm,  previous  to  this  year  63  cases  was  the 
where  the  poor  are  shielded  from  this  average  number  admitted.  In  Sunder- 
abject  misery.  Do  we  not  find  that  land,  with  a  population  of  fifty  thousand, 
among  the  former  fever  prevails  to  an  only  1 7  cases  of  fever  were  taken  to  the 
extent  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  which  hospital  in  each  year,  during  1 836-37-38. 
occuTB  among  the  latter  ?  When  wc  In  Oxford,  fever  occurs  in  the  propor- 
find  these  very  differences  occurring  in  tion  of  one  to  ever^  3200  of  the  mhubi- 
amarked  degree  between  tlie  poor  which  tants.  Liverpool,  m  1836,  presented  to 
the  hospitals  1700  cases  of  fever,  or  one 

•  Vid.  Brit,  and  For.  Med  Review,  No.  xxi.  for  every  112  of  the  population.     In 
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London,  dating  the  epidemic  of  1838,  long,  however,  be  reduced  to  the  same 

one  out  of  every  67  of  the  population  level  in  these  respects,  if  it  be  in  the 

was  seized  with  fever.    The  population  power  of  ^e  Poor  Law  Commissioners 

of  the  four  districts  of  this  city*  where  to  effect  it.    We  must  not  overlook  the 

the  fever  principally  raged,  amountel  to  powerful  influence  which  contagion  ex- 

253,784:  of  this  number  only  6097  were  ercises  in  generating  and  propagating 

seized  with  fever,  or  one  out  of  every  42.  fever.    We  should  also  take  into  consi- 

Let  us  compare  these  numbers  with  deration  that,  in  England,  manv  causes 

Glasgow.    In  1836  the  admissions  to  exist  which  increase  the  virulence  of 

the  rever  hospitals  amounted  to  3125,  contagion,  and  assist  ils  diffusion,  such 

or  one  out  of  every  78  of  the  inhabi-  as  bad  ventilation,  &c.    This  special 

tants ;  one  out  of  every  22  of  the  inha-  pleading  can  have  litde  effect  in  op- 

bitants  was    seized.      In   1837   there  posingtne  conclusion  that  poverty  is  not 

occurred  21,800  cases  of  fever  out  of  a  only  an  attendant  on  fever,  but  a  source 

population  of  244,000,  or   one  out  of  of  tne  disease,  supported  as  this  opinion 

every  1 1  of  the  inhabitants.    In  Edin-  is  by  the  mass  or  facts  adduced  from 

burgh  and  Dundee  we  have  seen  that  all  quarters. 

the  inhabitants  suffered  to  a  propor-  To  conclude,  we  have  seen,  then,  in 

tionate   degree  with    the    citizens    of  the  first  place,  that  contagion  is,  beyond 

Glasgow.  all  doubt,  a  source  of  tophus  fever :  the 

From  these  facts  we  have  the  painful  evidence  on  which  this  inference  rests 
conclusion  forced  upon  us,  that  the  is  of  the  most  direct  nature. 
poor  inhabitants  of  Scotland  are  sub-  2.  We  have  examined  the  facts  from 
jected  to  the  inroads  of  fever  to  an  which  some  medical  men  attempted  to 
extent  totallv  unparalleled  in  England,  prove  the  malarious  origin  of^  fever, 
where  the  destitute  obtain  more  ade-  We  have  found,  in  the  first  place,  that 
Quate  assistance.  It  may  be  argued  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  facts  to  war- 
tnat  the  prevalence  of  fever  among  the  rant  this  doctrine ;  in  the  second  place, 
poor  of  Scotland  cannot  be  considered  that  the  facts  adduced  do  not  prove  the 
as  any  proof  of  poverty  being  a  source  malarious  origin  of  fever,  but  merely 
of  fever,  so  long  as  tne  same  disease  that  fever  generally  prevails  among  the 
attacks,  though  to  a  less  extent,  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  who  do  not  '^ 
English  poor,  who  do  not  suffer  the  receive  adequate  nourishment;  thirdly, 
same  privation  which  is  experienced  in  we  have  found  many  powerful  facts, 
Scotland.  It  has  been  said  that  if  fever  which  completely  oppose  the  existence 
arise  from  poverty,  it  cannot  prevail  of  any  such  relation  between  effluvia 
where  the  evil  does  not  exist.  In  and  typhus  as  that  of  cause  and  effect, 
England^  therefore,  where  the  poor  3.  We  find  an  immense  collection 
have  a  provision  made  to  protect  them  of  facts  to  support  the  opinion,  that  pri- 
from  destitution,  there  should  be  no  vation  is  not  merely  an  attendant  on 
fever ;  but  in  England  fever  does  pre-  typhus,  but  is  frequently  (though  by 
vail  to  a  very  ^eat  extent — ergo,  poverty  no  means  always)  the  very  source^from 
cannot  be  said  to  be  the  source  from  which  the  disease  is  originated.  I 
which  it  originates.  Those  who  adopt  wish  these  conclusions,  however,  to  be 
this  mode  of  reasoning  forget  that  the  viewed  in  their  proper  light — to  be 
destitution  in  Scotland  and  England  is  considered  as  the  inferences  which  the 
only  comparatively  different:  they  over-  facts  that  we  possess  on  the  subj^^ 
look  the  important  fact  that  the  poor  authorize  us  to  deduce ;  consequently 
of  these  two  countries  differ  in  the  ex-  they  are  mere  approximations  to  the 
tent  of  their  privations.  The  Endish  truth.  Future  investigations  may  re« 
pauper  is  onlylialf  provided  for ;  whilst  ve^  many  circumstances  by  which  they 
the  poor  Scotchman  is  left  almost  wholly  may  either  be  still  further  confined,  or 
destitute.  Now  we  find,  from  the  most  completely  overthrown.  I  would  agaiq^ 
incontrovertible  authority,  that  the  pre-  repeat  that  I  view  them  as  correct 
valence  of  fever  in  England  and  ocot-  deductions  from  the  facts  furnished  by 
land  also  differs  in  extent  in  the  same  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of 
ratio  in  which  the  state  of  destitution  the  phenomena  attending  the  origin 
is  different.  Both  countries  will  ere  and  propagation  of  typhus  fever,  I' 
fully  admit  that  bad  ventilation  and 

*  Q»  «        «t.  M  .^   i»«.v    ,«        «rv*-  filth  are  great  evils,  and  ought  to  b^ 

*  St.  George  the  Martyr,  Bet^inalOreen,  White-  ^     a        i-u-.-   ~   ^^..i.4^ifo-   ^.^JL 
chq)et,uulLraxbeth.  '  '      "^  remov^ ;     they  are  do^ibtlesa  activf 
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agents  in  the  propagation  of  contagion ;  Though  they  ventilate  and  clean  the 
hut  let  the  influence  which  they  exer-  dwellings  of  the' poor  till  they  attain  to 
cise  be  viewed  in  its  propejj  light.  I  the  highest  state  of  perfection,  yet  fever 
would  strongly  urge  the  removal  of  will  still  continue  to  ra^ ;  nor  will  it 
those  beds  of  ^Ith  and  nastiness  which  cease  its  devastations  until  you  feed  the 
disgrace  our  cities,  and  mock  our  pre-  poor— until  you  give  them  sufficient 
tensions  to  civilization  and  humanity,  stamina  to  withstand  its  influence. 
I  would  warmly  advocate  the  construe-  Tj'phus  oil^inates  from  causes  within 
tion  of  sewers,  the  widening  of  streets,  the  human  body,  not  from  any  exterior 
and  the  formation  of  places  for  recrea-  source.  To  attem{>t  the  removal  of  the 
tion  in  the  centre  of  these  crowded  disease  by  destroying  the  external  cir- 
cities.  Let  the  external  circumstances  cumstances  with  which  the  poor  are 
of  the  poor  be  made  as  comfortable  as  surrounded,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
possible.  Let  measures  be  adopted  to  allow  the  internal  cause  either  to  re* 
allow  **  the  entrance  of  the  light  of  the  main  unnoticed  or  become  aggravated, 
sun  into  their  dark  and  gloomy  re-  is  as  unwise  as  it  is  absurd.  It  is  really 
cesses,"  and  the  sweet  and  invigorating  painful  to  witness  the  endeavours  of 
breath  of  heaven  "  into  their  foul  and  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  reduce 
reeking  habitations."  If  such  means  the  dietary  of  the  poor  to  the  very 
were  employed,  I  doubt  not  but  that  we  lowest  ebb  consistent  with  the  main- 
would  have  less  reason  to  lament  over  tenance  of  vitality.  They  seem  to  act 
the  ravages  of  fever,  less  cause  to  on  the  principle  of  the  man  who 
mourn  over  those  horrid  scenes  of  managed  to  reduce  the  food  of  his  horse 
destitution  and  disease  which  we  have  to  a  straw  a  day ;  but,  perhaps,  would 
had  lately  under  consideration.  But  not  regret  with  the  man  the  result  of 
the  advocates  for  the  malarious  origin  this  wicked  economy.  It  is  true,  in- 
of  typhus  would  stop  here.  They  con-  deed,  that  the  funeral  exnenses  might 
tend  that  by  proper  ventilation,  by  the  ^ve  rise  to  a  pang  in  the  nearts  of  the 
formation  of  sewers,  and  removal  of  junto  of  Somerset  House, 
filth,  fever  could  be  totally  destroyed.  These  advocates  of  pork  water  and 
At  page  14  of  the  report  "  of  the  gruel,  in  their  ardour  to  have  filth  and 
'Sanatory,"  &c.  to  which  allusion  has  the  other  alleged  causes  of  fever  re- 
been  made  in  a  previous  part  of  this  moved,  as  the  only  means  necessary  to 
essay,  they  tell  us  "that  by  proper  ensure  health  and  happiness  to  the  poor, 
sanatory  police  regulations  .  .  .  the  completely  overlook  the  fact  that  filth 
typhoid  fevers  of  London  and  other  and  nastiness  M-e  the  eflects  of  poverty ; 
places  might  be  made  to  disappear."  thev  are  its  universal  concomitants  i 
This  doctrine  is  fraught  with  the  and  so  lon^  as  privation  continues, 
most  dangerous  consequences  to  the  these  conditions  will  exist.  It  is  great 
interests  of  society .  We  find  it  adopted  folly,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  endeavour 
by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  to  remove  the  eflects,  and  to  ajgfgravate 
recommend  the  principle  to  be  put  into  the  cause.  These  wiseacres,  while  they 
immediate  practice,  in  order  to  stop  the  are  earnest  in  their  recommendations 
ravages  of  fever.  These  gentlemen  and  to  clean  the  poor  man's  dwelling,  seem 
their  friends  strongly  maintained  that  exceedingly  anxious  that  his  inside 
nothing  else  is  necessary  to  obtain  this  should  not  be  defiled  with  alimentary 
much  to  be  desired  object.  Never  matters.  They  forget  that  human 
were  men  more  miserably  deceived ;  beings  are  not  chameleons,  and  require 
and  would  that  this  were  the  only  mis-  something  more  substantial  to  maintain 
chief  which  will  arise  from  the  practical  health  and  prevent  disease,  than  air, 
adoption  of  the^e  views.    The  eyes  of  however  pure. 

the  public  will  not  be  opened  to  the  de-        Would  that  the  eyes  of  government 

ception  until  thousands  of  victims  shall  were  opened  to  the  absuraity,  or,   I 

have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  very  dis-  should  rather  say,  the  wickedness  of 

ease  with  which  these  men  are  not  the  principles  of  economy  advocated  by 

only  tampering,  but  actually  fostering,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.     The 

They  might  as  well  think  to  destroy  economy  which  they  advocate  is  lavish 

the  thousand  ills  to  which  sufiering  expenditure.  •    Let    the  poor    receive 

humanity  is  liable,  as  to  imagine  they  better  and  more  adequate  nourishment, 

can  annihilate  fever  by  merely  remov-  and  we  will  have  not  only  less  fever, 

ing    the    alleged   causes    of  malaria,  but  less  filth  and  nastiness  to  remove. 
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Be  not  content  with  the  removal  of  the  observation  i  the  few,  indeed,  who  pur- 
latter  only.  Destroy  both  it  and  the  sued  the  latter  and  only  legitimate 
Erivation  which  exists  alons  with  it.  course,  being  overlooked  and  forgotten 
let  not  only  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  amidst  the  extensive  and  overwDelm" 
bewell  ventilated,  and  cleansed  from  the  ing  literature  which  had  year  after 
filth  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  but  year  been  accumulating  on  this  sub- 
let the  inmates  receive  adequate  nutri-  ject. 

ment    Both  measures  are  *  absolutely       Towards  the  end  of  the  period  above 

necessary  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  specified — ^in  the  year,  that  is  to  say, 

viz.  die  removal  or  mitigation  of  fever,  of  1784 — Hunter  gave  to  the  world  his 

Ifthepoor  were  well  fea,we  might  have  mat  and  important  treatise  on  the 

more  prospect  of  "proper  sanatory  police  venereal  Disease;  a  work  which,  to 

regulations"  effecting  some  good  m  the  use  the  words  of  a  distinguished  living 

extinction  of  fever.    Then  we  mi^ht  writer,  "poured  a  flood  of  Ught  not 

expect  that  this  dreadful  scourge  which  only  on  the  natural  history  of  the  dis- 

kiKsts  our  large  manufacturing  towns  ease  but   also   on  its  pathology  and 

would  be  stayS  in  its  dreadful  career  treatment." 

of  devastation.     By  thus  enabling  the       The  merits  of  this  work  were  so  evi- 

poor  to  withstand  its  deadly  influence,  dent  that  it  became  at  once,  and  as  it 

we  might  anticipate  a  stop  being  put  were  by  acclamation,  the  fi^ide  for  stu- 

to  the  promss  ot  this  enemy  of  human  dents  and  practitioners — ^tne  text  alike 

life,    which  is    careering   with   giant  of  lecturers  and  writers.    The  latter 

strides  over  the  length  and  bceadth  of  did  little  more  than  follow  out  and  yet 

our  land,    filling  with  wailings   and  further  illustrate  the  various  subjects 

misery  the  habitations,  not  only  of  the  discussed  by  Hunter ;  but  few  presum- 

poor,  but  of  every  class  of  society,  ing     to     enlarge    the     boundary  on 

"  Could  the  public  money,"  observes  wmch  he  trod.    It  seemed,  indeed,  as 

an  eloquent  writer,  "  be  appropriated  though  the  master-mind  had  grappled 

to  a  more  suitable  purpose  than  the  with  the  whole  subject ;  had  embraced 

prevention  of  disease  P    The  preserva-  within  his   comprehensive  grasp   all 

tion  of  the  public  health  is  economy  in  possible  ramifications  of  the  disease ; 

everv  sense.    It  not  only  saves  money,  nad  solved  the  most  difficult  problems  » 

but  it  makes  it.    It  substitutes  men  for  in  the  inquiry,  and  had  left  only  to 

children — productive  for  unproductive  his  successors  the  working  out  of  some 

labours,    itsujpplies  a  country  with  its  secondary  points,  which  tune  and  more 

best  riches,  ana  its  cheapest  defence —  important  topics  had  allowed  him  but 

the  arm  strong  to  labour  and  to  fight."  briefly  to  shadow  forth. 


Any  formal  discussion  on  the  pecu- 

ON  THB  ^^^^    merits  of   this  important    work 

fiVPRTTiTir  niQiTAcifG  nv  THw  "^^^^^   ^®^'  indeed,    be  superfluous, 

SYPHILITIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  p^^ijc  opinion  having  long  since,  and 

I-UNG.  most  justly,  awarded  to  it  the  highest 

By  William  Munk,  M.D.  F^^.';?.'!!!J'°^u^^'^^^      contributions 

m.-^^     *  *v  Pi.        «     1 1  "Mi  ^  our  art.    Hunter  studied  the  subject 

FhyridMi  to  the  Tower  H^nief  DUpeaurj,  practically ;  he  carefully  observed  the 

[For  the  Medical  Oazette,^  phenomena  that  came  before  him,  rea- 

soned  cautiously  upon  them,  and  then 

committed  to  writing  and  to  the  world 

From  the  period  at  which  syphilis  is  his  matured  conclusions    concerning 

generally  tnought  to  have  originated,  the  disease     Further  than  this  he  did 

or  at  any  rate  from  that  when  it  first  not  py.    The  work  was  the  pure  result 

fordibly  attracted  the  attention  of  the  of  his  own  observations  and  reflection, 

public  and  of  the  profession,  up  to  the  unaided  by  the  facts  or  doctrines  of 

latter  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  predecessors  or  cotemporaries. 

a  space  of  more  than  three  hundred  Hunter  was  a  surgeon,  and  in  his 

years,  the  studv  of  its  natural  history,  day  the  demarcation  between  surgeij 

more  particularly  of  its  progress  and  and  physic  was  better  comprehendea, 

of  its  tendencies  under  peculiar  modi-  and  less  infringed,  than  at  the  present 

fying  influences,  was  but  little  re^rd-  Ume.    His  opportunities  consequently 

ed ;  writers   on    the    subject   giving  of  observing  tne^diBease  must  have  had 

themselves  more  to  speculation  than  to  reference  chiefly  to  it  when  occurring 
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in  those  situations  the  morbid  affec-  non  raro  observandum  yenit,  vere  puU 

tions  of  which  have  by  common  con-  monalem  phthisin  a  mera  sanguinis 

sent,  and  long-established  usage,  been  et  humorum  alteratione  lue  venerea 

consigned  to  the  surgeon's  care.    The  facta  originem  suam  ducere.    Neque 

diseases  of  the  general  surface,  of  the  quidem  mirum  est  cum  tota  humorum 

orifices  of  the  body,  as  far  as  these  are  massa  tam  evidenter  ab  hujus  morbi 

within  the  reach  of  the  senses  of  sight  fiermento  alteretur  et  in  statum  coUi- 

and  touch,  of  the  bones,  &c.,  are  those  qnativum  reducatur  (quod  a  tumoribus 

with  which  the  surgeon  is  chiefly  bu-  malignis  gonorrhosis  et  ulceribus  hunc 

sied ;  and  syphilis,  as  affecting  these  morbum  usitato  comitantibus  apparet 

parts,  has  been  well  described  by  Hun-  satis)  si  etiam  hujusmodi  tumores  atque 

ter.     But  the  disease  may  fix  itself  ulcera  venerea^  aliquando  in  spongioso 

upon    other    parts — upon    parts    not  et  molli  pulmonum  parenchymate  acci- 

mentioned  by  Hunter  or  his  followers ;  dant  unae  phthisin  vere  pulmonalem 

'     '^     "              r  _i_.-_i-  /--ii  .          .               ^^^^    Ego  equidem  po- 

luem  vcneream  salten^ 
mal^  curatam  unquam 

respects  account  for  the  late  very  ^e-  sine  pulmonum  ulcere  et  phthisi  inde 

neral  neglect  of  man  jr  internal  syphili-  nata  reperiri. 

tic  affections,  the  existence  of  which  Sauvage*,  partly  on  the  authority  of 

was  fully  recognized  bv  the  older  phy-  Morton,  and  in  part  from  his  own  ob- 

sicinns,    and   has  either  specially  or  servation,  admits,  as  the  eighth  species 

incidentally  been  treated  of  in  their  of  secondary    phthisis,    phthisis   sy- 

writings.    Perhaps  the  most  evident,  philitica;  a  form  of  the  disease  which 

certainly  not  the  least  important,  of  has  been  received  likewise   into  the 

these,  are  the  syphilitic  anections  of  nosological   systems   of    CuUen   and 

the  lung,  a  subject  to  which  my  atten-  Macbnde. 

tion  was  first  du*ected,  when  a  student  Portalf,  in  the  tenth  section  of  hia 

in  Holland,  by  the  writinss  of  my  es-  work,  treats  at  length  of  this  disease* 

teemed  friend  Professor  Scnroeder  van  and  the  late  learned  Dr.  James  Sims, 

der  Kolk,  of  Utrecht*.    It  is  to  Dr.  in  his  observations  on  epidemic  disor- 

^Gravest,  of  Dublin,  however,  that  the  ders,  has  the  following  remarks.    The 

Srofession  in  this  country  stand  in-  kind  of  this  disorder  (phthisis)  most 
ebted  foronce  more  directing  attention  commonly  met  with  here,  as  well  dnr- 
to  this  really  important  subject..  In  ing  this  as  other  years,  was  such  as 
one  of  his  chnical  lectures  published  took  its  origin  from  a  bad  crasis  of  the 
in  1835,  he  makes  some  highly  in-  blood,  rather  than  from  any  inflamma- 
teresting  and  practical  observations  on  tion  of  the  lungs.  In  many  cases  this 
the  disease,  acknowledges  that  from  seemed  to  be  derived  from  a  previous 
the  late  Mr  Hewson  he  derived  his  gonorrhoea,  ofwhich  the  person  thought 
first  information  concerning  it,  and  himself  completely  curea  a  year  or  two 
expresses  his  surprise  that  the  subject  before.  I  would  therefore  advise  every 
should  for  so  long  a  period  have  been  physician,  when  called  to  a  tabid  pa- 
overlooked  or  neglected.  tient  whose  manner  of  life  may  have 
The  records  of  our  profession  abound,  thrown  him  in  the  way  of  such  disorder, 
however,  with  illustrations  of  pulmo-  carefully  to  inquire  whether  they  ever 
nary  disease,  the  existence  of  which  had  any  venere^  complaint,  as  it  is  never 
was  attributed,  and  as  it  seems  justly,  to  be  disregarded  in  the  prescription, 
to  the  contamination  of  the  system  by  This  phthisis,  though  it  did  not  diflSsr 
syphilis.  Morton  devotes  the  seventh  mater&ly  in  its  symptoms  from  those 
chapter  of  his  well-known  Phthisio-  to  be  described  hereafter,  yet  required 
logia  to  the  special  consideration  of  a  very  different  treatment,  mercury 
phthisis  iilue  venerea  orta^  and  concludes  being  the  sole  refuge,  which  never 
nis  observations  ^nth  the  detail  of  a  failea  performing  a  cure  when  taken 
well-marked  instance  of  the  disease  before  the  lungs  had  inflamed  and  sup- 
cured  by  mercury  and  sarsaparilla.  puratedt. 
Etiam  verum  est  (says  he)  et  in  praxi  in  addition  to  the  authorities  above 


•  OUfrratkmes   Anfttomlco    Fhtteloflci    et  •  Npwiof .  Methodic^. 

Prmctid  Al^wneiiti,  fwr.  1 ,    Aroat.  169^  p.  1  Ml  t  ObMnrratipM  »nr  U  nature  etwir  le  traUe- 

t  Renshtw's   London   Medical  and  SoTfical  ment  de  la  phthtale  pnlmonalra.  Sro.  Paria,  17». 

Journal,  toI.  vii.  p.  19S.  t  P««r«  "7. 
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referred  to,  many  of  whom  have,  in        In  reference  to  the  former  of  these  it 
corroboration  of  their  general  remarks,  may  be  objected  that  it  is  very  doubt- 
adduced  instances  of  the  disease,  in-  ful  whether  syphilis  has  a  greater  ten- 
dividual  cases  will  be  found  recorded  dency  than  any  other  severe  disease 
latheActaMedicorumBerolinensium*,  materially  disturbing  the  constitution, 
by     Hoffman  t«    Morgagni|,     Tode§,  to  induce  a  scrofulous  state,  and  sup- 
Schwartzejl,     Mezaf,     Saucerotte**,  posing  that  it  does  so,  w^hether  the 
and  others.    These  names  will,  it  is  resultmg  condition  differs  in  any  ma- 
hopedt  suffice  to  prove  that,  as  far  as  terial    respect,,   as  regards  nature  or 
reputable  authorities  and  a  tolerable  treatment,  from  the  more  commonly 
amount  of  antiquity  are  concerned,  the  observed  cases.     Regarding  the  latter 
idea  of  syphilis  attacking  the  pulmo-  it  may  be  ureed  that  the  accidental 
nary  tissues,  far  from  being  a  newly-  co-existence  of  syphilis  and  tubercle, 
broached  and  novel  doctrine,  is  in  truth  or    of    its    prelude,    scrofulous     ca- 
to  be  regarded  as  perfectly  orthodox  chexia,   particularly    when    the   last- 
medical  belief.  named  conditions  have  had  a  priority 
By  every  author  above  referred  to,  of  being,  will  not  justify  our  formallv 
Dr.  Graves  alone  excepted,  the  pulmo-  distinguishing     and   separating    such 
nary  affection  induced  by  syphilis  has  cases  irom  those  of  every-day  occurrence, 
in  its  nature  been  regarded  as  akin  to,  unless  it  be  first  shown  that  the  cacheo- 
if  not  identical  with,  phthisis ;  whence  tic  state,  and  ensuing  tuberculization, 
the  name  phthisis  venerea  vel  syphili-  be  materially  altered  in  their  course, 
tica,  by  which  it  has  invariably  been  symptoms,  or  essential  treatment,  by 
designated.    Since  the  use,  however,  of  the  co-existent  contamination. 
the  word  phthisis  has  been  confined        These,  then,  are  but  a  scattering  of 
witliin  narrower  limits,  and  has  been  the  difficulties  which  surround  us  wnen 
regarded  as  identical  with  pulmonary  we  go  to  admit  the  existence  of  such  a 
tubercle,  and  these  as  terms  mutually  disease  as  syphilitic  phthisis, 
convertible,  the  propriet)r  of   such  a        For  the  satisfactory  determination  of 
term  as  syphilitic  pnthisis  has  indeed  the  question,  we  at  present  possess  no 
become  somewhat  doubtfuL     In  the  sufficient  evidence.    The  different  sub- 
present  day  there  exists  a  pretty  gene-  jects  bearinfi^  upon  it  have  either  been 
ral  disbelief   of    any  peculiar  poi^'er  wholly  neglected  or  but  theoretically 
possessed  by  syphilis  of  giving  rise  to  discussed,  and  our  infoimation  conse- 
tubercle,  and    as    modern  i*esearches  quently  is  both    X'ague  and  limited. 
have  satisfactorily  shown  that  scrofu-  First  it  would  be  necessary  to  define 
lous  or  tubercular  cachexia  is  an  inva-  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  term 
riable,  and  indeed  necessary  precursor  syphilitic  phthisis ;   and  then  to  work 
of  tubercular  de})osits,  it  is  evident  that  out  the  investisation  by  an  extended 
tubercle,  if  at  cdl,  can  under  two  cir-  series  of  well-observed  and  carefully- 
cumstances  only  be  regarded  as  vene-  collected  facts.    As  the  object  of  this 
real.    These  are,  either  when  syphilis  paper    is    the    illustration    of    those 
developes  this  peculiar  cachectic  state,  pulmonary  diseases  which  result  di- 
and  thus  by  its  agency,  and  therefore  rectly  and  immediately  from  syphilis, 
indirectly,  generates  tubercle,  or  when  syphilitic  phthisis,  the  latter  being  used 
it  occurs  in  an  individual  already  ca-  as  above  explained,  cannot  fall  within 
chectic  or    tuberculated,   jpursues    its  the  scope  of  our  remarks.    The  only 
course  with,  and  materially  modifies  reason,  therefore,  in  view,  in  this  dis- 
.these  conditions.  cussion,  is  that  cdl  the  recorded  exam- 
pies  of  syphilitic  pulmonary  disease — 

•  T0m.itjp.9a.   17IS.  rfc».   -  examples  from  wnich  ind^  I  shall 

t  opera  Omnia,  torn.  ill.  p.  424.     Obs.  ▼.  , .  ^^  ^.^  .     a^^  ^«.  ^^^  «»^«i^ 

Fhthids  Venerea.  have  m  part  to  draw  my  own  concla- 

i  De  Sedibiu  et  Causli  Morbornm,  epist.  zxii.  sions — are  incorrectly,  according  to  my 

"f'sidetrti.  Medi»  Havnienris  CoHectanea,  view  of  the  case,  chronicled  as  t)h^^^ 
vol.  i.    1774.    Art.  xxL  Venerea  pbthisicae  felix         What  then,  it  will  be  asked,  IS   the 

aanaUoopenaercuriiaabUmaticorTotlvi.  intimate  nature  of  the  morbid  action 

I  Diasertatio  Ubeenrationea  qiuudem  medical  _^*    „^    .^   .»  ^  i...«.««   u«   «   ..r^ViJiu;* 

continena.  OOtt,  1787.  p.  II.  ^}  "P^  ^^  the  lungs  by  a  syphilitic 

f  Acu  Regia  Societatia  Medica  Haftiienai,  taint  of  system,  if  it  be  not  tubercuhza- 

tom.  ii.  p.  sii.  tion?    My  own  observations,  and  the 

**  Journal  de  NUdidae,  par  Ck>nri8art.   1818.  •"""  *      "*/.  *"•"  \T*^*    4.,B»irI 

p.  S50.  careful  review  of  recorded  cases,  justifj 
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me,  I  think,  in  affinning,  that  in-  informs  me  that  he  has  in  many  in- 
flammation is  the  action,  and  either  stances  seen  patients  who  had  been 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  or  formerly  diseased,  and  who  had  come 
the  pvdmonary  parenchyma,  the  imme-  into  hospital  either  for  new  sores  or 
diate  seat  of  tnat  action  :  in  other  for  gonorrhoea,  attacked  with  intense 
words,  that  syphilis  displays  itself  in  bronchitis  and  fever.  This  attack 
the  lung  under  the  varied  forms  of  would  come  on  suddenly,  and  the  dis- 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  or bronchopneu-  tress  was  so  great  that  bleeding  had  to 
monia.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  ob-  be  performed ;  the  effect  of  which  was, 
serves  Dr.  Graves,  wnich  of  the  pul-  that  soon  after,  a  copious  eruption,  often 
monary  tissues  is  most  usually  attacked  combining  the  lichenous  ana  squamous 
by  the  venereal  poison,  but  I  believe  forms,  made  its  appearance,  with  com- 
that  it  chiefly  tends  to  the  bronchial  plete  relief  to  the  chest.  In  some  of 
mucousmembrane,although,  like  other  these  patients  on  the  day.  before  the 
animal  poisons,  e.  g.  those  of  measles  eruption  the  stethoscopic  signs  had 
and  scarlatina,  it  may  also  occasionally  been  those  of  the  most  intense  mucous 
produce  pneumonia.  irritation,  and  yet  when  the  skin  dis- 
The  remarks  of  Dr.  Graves  having  ease  appeared  the  respiration  became 
reference  to  the  chronic  form  of  Syphi-  either  perfectly  pure,  or  only  mixed 
litic  bronchitis  are  amply  borne  out  by  with  an  occasional  rhonchus  in  the 
Dr.  Stokes,  who  by  his  account  of  the  large  tubes.  The  same  gentleman  has 
acute  form  of  the  same  disease  has  observed  the  reverse  of  this ;  as,  when  a 
made  a  most  important  ad(Mtion  to  our  syphilitic  eruption  has  been  repressed, 
previous  information.  His  remarks  tne  bronchial  membrane  has  oecome 
oeing  extremely  valuable  I  shall  quote  much  engaged,  and  the  patient  affected 
them  at  length.  With  respect  to  the  with  general  febrile  symptoms.  These 
bronchial  system,  says  he,  we  may  ob-  phenomena  subsided  after  bleeding  and 
serve  the  disease  as  an  acute  or  more  mild  diaphoretics,  which  had  the  effect 
chronic  affection.  In  the  first  instance  of  restoring  the  cutaneous  eruption, 
it  is  analogous  to  the  bronchial  irrita-  Here  we  have  an  additional  evidence 
tions  of  the  exanthemata,  of  which  I  in  favour  of  the  analogy  between  syphi- 
have  seen  a  few  interesting  examples,  litic  bronchitis  and  that  of  the  exau- 
while  in  the  second  there  is  a  chronic  themata. 

irritation,  which,  when  combined  with  The  deservedly  high  position  of  Dr. 
the  syphilitic  hectic,  and  with  perios-  Graves  and  Dr.  Stokes,  as  authorities 
titis  of  the  chest,  closely  resembles  true  on  all  matters  connected  with  thoracic 
pulmonary  phthsis.  In  the  first  of  patholocy,  renders  my  feeble  testimony 
these  cases  Ihave  observed,  that  alter  upon  this  point  altogether  superfluous ) 
a  period  from  the  first  contamination,  and  their  recorded  statements  are,  it 
the  duration  of  which  has  not  been  seems  to  me,  amply  suflicient  indis- 
determined,  the  patient  falls  into  a  putably  to  establish  the  existence  of 
feverish  state,  and  presents  the  symp-  such  a  disease  as  syphilitic  bronchitiB, 
toms  and  signs  of  an  irritation  of  the  acute  as  well  as  chronic, 
bronchial  membrane.  These  having  The  chronic  form  of  the  complaint 
continued  for  a  few  days,  a  copious  is  in  all  respects  the  most  interesting 
eruption  of  a  brownish  red  colour  and  the  most  important.  It  is  the  most 
makes  its  appearance  on  the  skin,  and  usual  form  under  which  syphilitic  bron- 
the  internal  affection  either  altogether  chitis  presents  itself ;  and,  when  corn- 
subsides  or  becomes  singularly  less-  bined  with  some  other  morbid  condi- 
ened.  Here  we  see  the  bronchial  tions  often  consequent  upon  the  exis- 
membrane  taking  on  an  action  which  tence  of  the  syphilitic  poison  in  the 
is  peculiar,  and  very  different  from  its  system,  is  exceedingly  likely  to  be 
ordinary  irritations.  There  is  an  in-  mistiJien  for  true  phthisis,  ana  thus  to 
flammation  only  analogous  to  that  of  lead  to  an  unnecessarily  bad  prognosis, 
the  exanthemata,  and  no  doubt  can  and  to  be  both  incorrectly  and  ineffi- 
exist  that  it  is  connected  with  the  ciently  treated. 
OT^philitic  poison.  My  friend  Dr.  [To  be  coDtinned.] 
Byrne,  whose  situation  as  medical  offi- 
cer of  the  Lock  Hospital  gives  him  the  .^^^ 
greatest  opportunities  of  observation, 
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BOMB  PHYSIOLOGICAL  REFLECTIONS  Walking,  or  any  continued  exercise, 

^^  steadily  accelerates  the  circulation.  The 

^_  ,^,^  »«*«.™.-«^««  ^«  muscles  compress,  distort,  and  impede 

THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  i^^  ^jteries.  and  4inpty  the  veinsf  ge- 

ANGINA  PECTORIS,  nerally  facilitating  the  capillary  circu- 

AND  or  ANALOGOUS  STATES.  latiou.     The  right  side  of  the   heart 

By  T.  W,i.«N80N  Kino.  contmcts  on  a  larger  amount  of  blood. 

,    , '     «  .,.  1        *r^    ,  „     1* ,  The  expansions  of  the  chest  m  respira- 

LectiireroiiP.tbolo,nr.tGay'.HoniiUl.  ^-^^^  J^  especially  the  inferior  lobes 

{For  the  Medical  Gazette,']  of  the  lungs,  are  extended  to  a  much 

greater    degree     than    is    commonly 

.  •*  .  ,  -  .  *  tnought,  under  slowly  but  steadily 
Introduction.  PhynoUigy  of  vtoient  increasing  efforts;  while  it  also  be- 
circulaiionr^lymphattc  system.  Infiu-  ^omes  more  frequent.  By  the  same 
ence  qf  rqffletums.  Physwai  changes  gradual  changes  the  left  side  of  the 
tj»  the  heart  which  attend  advancing  geart  is  adapted  to  a  fuller  circulation  : 
years  ^  the  like  in  the  valves,  surfaces  a  ig  dilated  more  freely,  and  contracts 
of  contact,  and  perforations  Slight  j^Q^e  powerfully.  Doubtless,  too,  the 
disorders  aftproaching  to  angina  ^orta  attains  an  acm6  of  expansion 
Diseases,  like  the  natural  functions,  under  the  increased  impulses.  AH  men 
may  be  physical,  nervous,  or  humoral,  are  familiar  enough  witn  the  main  fact 
or  they  may  involve  all  these  circum-  here  expressed,  tliat  the  fullest  freedom 
stances.  It  is  our  object  here  to  illus-  of  the  chest  is  only  well  attained  by 
trate  the  physical  part  of  the  general  slowly  increasing  exertion.  It  is  what 
doctrine  of  cardiac  affections  still  more  trainers  call  second  wind ;  and  cannot 
than  to  show  how  these  doctrines  are  be  suddenly  attained,  nor  can  it  very 
to  be  applied  in  a  particular  set  of  rapidly  cease.  Its  perfection  is  scarcely 
cases.  Without,  therefore,  aiming  at  to  be  looked  for  beyond  the  freshness 
too  great  precision,  and  without  sup-  of  manhood;  and,  without  doubt,  we 
posing  that,  here  and  there,  we  may  ought  to  expect  that  this  exaggerated 
not  be  altogether  wrong,  we  desire  to  physical  state  of  the  circulation  is  in 
offer  these  opinions  as  in  the  main  -danger  of  surpassing  the  bounds  of 
available,  and  even  essential,  to  the  health.  We  suppose,  moreover,  that 
explanation  of  most  thoracic  diseases,  the  manifestations  should  be  both  sud- 
We  venture  to  conclude  that  there  are  den  and  severe,  in  the  event  of  any 
no  satisfactorjr  explanations  of  the  part  failing  in  its  office, 
anginal  affections  amongst  authors.  Other  physical  circumstances  are 
Perhaps  the  most  complete  history  of  more  or  less  directly  or  frequently  con- 
angina  is  to  be  found  in  the  paper  of  cerned  with  the  above.  The  influence 
Dr.  Forbes,  in  the  Cyclopcedia  of  Prac-  of  pressure  on  the  lymphatics  is  to 
tical  Medicine.  Dr.  Foroes  admits  the  empty  them  also  rapidly  towards  the 
basis  of  our  opinions,  and  he  quotes  heart;  but  this  consideration  applies 
some  writers  who  seem  still  more  to  most  particularly  to  the  lacteals,  sup- 
favour  them;  but  those  who  may  refer  posing  ihem  to  be  engaged,  as  after  a 
to  the  article  in  question  will  hardly  meal ;  although  it  is  doubtless  true,  that 
feel  that  ihe  subject  does  not  require  a  the  more  active  distribution  of  blood 
more  distinct  exposition.  It  is  hoped  over  the  whole  body,  when  in  exercise, 
the  following  views  may  ultimately  is  a  means  of  retarding  the  assimilative 
lead  to  this.  functions  of  the  bowels. 

We  shall  regard  the  anginal  attacks  In  addition,  a  full  abdomen  adds  to 

as  of  varied  character,  and  endeavour  the  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  chest, 

to  show  on  what  the  different  features  and  also  obstructs  the  lungs,  and  in  a 

depend ;  premising  only  that  there  are  measure  impedes  the  fillinor  of  the  left 

probably  many  more  facts  than  those  heart.     We  shall  again  tmd  occasion 

we  mention  which  are  to  be  explained  to  introduce  the  occasional  sources  of 

in  a  similar  manner;  and,  a^ain,  others  mechanical  difficulties  in  the  circulation. 

which  need  a  different  tram  of  illus-  There  seems  to  be  another  necessary 

tration.  consideration  in  relation  to  the  healthy 

Our  first  object  will  be  to  consider  condition  of  the  heart  in   full  play, 

thephysiologicalstate  of  the  circulation  We   refer   to    the  orifices   and    their 

at  the  ordinary  onset  of  the  first  attack,  valves.     In  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
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Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  the  valves  '  It  is  not  at  all  apparent  that  hyper- 
were  shewn  to  possess  more  or  less  of  trophy,  with  an  increased  caVity,  is 
surplus  curtain — some  memhrane  to  indicative  of  augmented  power  in  the 
spare  in  the  ordinary  easy  action  of  ventricle  as  a  whole  :  the  two  circum- 
the  organ— constituting  pretty  defined  stances,  simply,  are  mainly  indications 
and  extensive  surfaces  of^ contact:  and  of  delay  and  accumulation;  yet  in  one 
with  respect  to  these  parts  in  the  hour  such  a  ventricle  may  act  too 
healthy  state,  it  is  necessary  to  remark  freely  on  a  moderate  quantity,  or  be 
that  certain  exertions  are  required  to  burtnened  with  an  excessive  fulness, 
bring  them  into  operation  as  parts  of  Now  the  great  orifices  of  the  heart 
their  proper  valves  j  and  that  their  evince  a  similar  tendency  to  expand 
occasional  use  is  essential  to  their  due  with  ag*c ;  and  under  the  most  favoura- 
nourishment  and  strength.  It  is  by  ble  circumstances  the  valve-curtains 
the  healthy  vielding  oi  their  several  seem  to  extend  themselves  almost  corn- 
orifices  that  the  valves  are  enabled  to  mensurately :  but  this  is  too  uncommon : 
exercise  the  full  breadth  of  their  cur-  for  being  so  delicate  and  so  constantly 
tains,  and  without  this  exercise  they  and  unequally  exercised,  they  are,  of 
fall  into  diseased  and  inefficient  states,  all  the  parts  of  the  heart,  most  prone 
of  which  we  shall  speak  in  their  proper  to  fall  into  disease,  and  the  commonest 
place.  The  reader  will  not  be  at  a  loss  changes  are  those  of  thickening  and 
to  conclude  that  we  propose  to  date  the  contraction.  Two  more  changes  we 
commencement  of  common  angina  from  shall  also  speak  of  in  the  valves,  which 
the  mere  physical  state  belonging  to  are  truly  morbid,  but  which,  like  the 
what  is  called  second  wind.  last  often  seem  of  small  importance  in 
In  the  next  place,  however,  we  have  the  easy  states  of  the  circulation.  The 
necessarily  to  reflect  upon  the  peculiar  surfaces  of  contact,  when  perhaps  a  too 
changes  which  the  heart  undergoes  as  uniform  state  of  the  circulation  may 
the  period  of  life  approaches  at  which  have  been  long  preserved,  are  liable  to 
anginal  attacks  may  arise.  M.  Bizot  two  kinds  of  disorder,  which  are  to  be 
has  proved  numerically  that  in  health  found  separately,  or  commingled  in 
the  capacity  and  thickness  of  the  left  many  degrees.  Portions  of  the  curtains, 
ventricle  increases  steadily  from  man-  tlirough  disuse,  become  attenuated  and 
hood  upwards ;  and  also  that  the  gene-  perforated,  or  altogether  lost ;  and, 
ral  breadth  of  the  heart  bears  a  pretty  aeain,  the  parts  employed  are  liable, 
definite  relation  to  that  of  the  shoulders  where  most  drawn  upon,  or  when  most 
or  chest ;  and  we  suppose  we  may  con-  intimately  pressed  or  rubbed  together, 
elude  that,  as  age  aavances,  the  eleva-  to  become  thickened,  and  even  con- 
tion  of  the  shoulders   and  increased  tracted. 

expanse  of  chest,  by  facilitating  the  At  present  we  have  no  occasion 
access  of  blood  to  the  left  ventricle,  are  to  dwell  more  at  length  on  these 
not  without  their  influence  on  the  dila-  often  trifling  alterations  j  but,  with 
tation  of  that  cavity,  while  the  growing  respect  to  their  occasional  importance, 
difficulties  in  the  arterial  circulation  we  would  remark,  that  theii*  influence 
call  for  the  augmenting  force  and  nu-  is  most  considerable  where  the  truest 
trition  of  the  ventricular  parieties.  The  and  strongest  propulsion  is  demanded; 
feebler  and  slower  circulation  may  still  namely,  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart ; 
require  other  considerations  to  account  and  here,  too,  their  features  are  most 
for  them  completely.  We  may  remark,  strongly  marked  and  fully  developed ; 
too,  of  the  nse  of  the  shoulders  and  and,  most  of  all,  in  the  aorta, 
corresponding  chanses,  that  this  is  not  Perforations  near  the  free  edges  of 
all  the  result  of  senile  emphysema,  and  the  aortic  valves  are  very  common  after 
it  is  by  no  means  necessarily  an  inpe-  thirty  years  of  age,  and  they  are  very 
diment  to  the  transmission  of  blood  easily  overlooked.  Before  they  can  be 
from  the  right  to  the  left  heart.  The  brought  into  mischievous  influence 
dilatation  of  the  heart,  blood-vessels,  (having  been  induced  by  a  more  or  less 
and  capillaries,  as  well  as  of  air-cells,  easy  life  and  circulation),  the  valves 
may  bear  a  pretty  exact  proportion  to  the  must  be  unusually  extended  by  a  corn- 
expansion  of  the  chest  (the  inspiratory  bination  of  repletion  and  exertion,  and 
muscles  havincr  but  few  and  weak  an-  probably,  in^he common  case,  by  hyper- 
tagonists),  and  to  many  other  correla-  trophy  of  the  left  ventricle  sJso.  6ra- 
livc  changes.  dual  contraction   of  a  curtain   must 
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operate  in  a  Bimilar  manner,  leaving  it  may  also  be  irregolar.  We  attribute  the 

liable  to  become  inefficient.  intermitting  pulse  of  the  more  healthy 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  describe  to  a  certain  disproportionate  hypertro- 
ali  the  states  of  the  circulation  which  phy  of  the  left  ventricle, 
concur  with  different  anginal  affections.  The  side-ache  of  exertion,  repletion, 
These  can  only  be  treated  of  in  connec-  or  agitation,  may  illustrate,  the  states 
tion  with  their  specific  symptoms,  under  consideration.  "We  conceive  they 
The  strong  heart,  the  atrophied  organ,  belong  to  congestions,  as  in  the  spleen 
and  that  which  is  material^  altered  in  or  liver.  Wnen  brought  on  by  run- 
its  relative  proportions,  o^r  vexy  dis>  ning,  the  pain  is  singularly  under  con- 
tinct  cases.  We  know  how  variously  trol  by  rest  or  pressure,  or  even  per- 
the  heart  may  fail  with  advancing  life,  haps  nill  breathing. 
in  its  substance,  its  cavities,  its  orifices.  Some  dyspnoea  :from  exercise,  under 
or  its  valves;  and  even  in  its  depen-  many  circumstances,  may  be  considered 
dence  on  other  organs.  natural,  but  its  unhealthy  degrees  are 

Many  chan^^es  may  thus  affect  the  frequent  enough.    An  additional  quan- 

heart  idong  vnth  the  muscular  system  tity  of  blood  passing  on  to  the  lungs 

generally;  and  it  is  ever  to  be  remem-  produces  the  increased  ^asotncferef^nrer, 

bered,  tliat,  in  order  to  approach  a  diag-  whilst  undue  fuhiess  of  these    (and 

noeis  of  the  state  of  the  heart,  as  to  its  still  more  at  times  of  the  bronchial 

mass,  texture,  &c.  it  will  be  very  availa-  lining)  renders  the  inspiratory  effort 

ble  to  consider  the  a^e,  sex,  and  consti-  labonous.    Delay  in  the  left  heart,  or 

tution  of  the  patient,  in  reference  to  the  excessive  propulsion  from  the  right, 

muscular  system  in  particular,  as  well  may  aggravate  the  mischief.      Bronr 

as  generally.  chitis  and  asthma  tend  to  diminish  the 

The  sudden  affections  of  wasted  or  supply  of  blood  to  the  left  heart,  and 

enfeebled  hearts  constitute   a  distinct  render  its  actions  almost  too  easy ;  and 

set  of  anginal  disorders ;  but  in  every  so  also  may  a  very  simple  disposition 

kind  of  case  we  must  contrast  together  to  d^spncea  in  exercise,  which  also,  by 

or  study  the  relations  between  the  dis-  inclining  to  rest,  leaves  the  left  heart 

tension  and  resistance,  the  sisse  of  the  too  little  engaged  and  nourished.    On 

cavity,  and  its  Dowerof  contracting,  and  the  other  hand,  in  some  thoracic  dis- 

also  between  tne  extent  of  the  orifices  eases,  gentle  exercise,  in  the  intervals  of 

and  the  states  of  their  valves,  before  repletions,  accelerates  the  general  circu- 

we  can  estimate  the  share  which  any  lationandsecretions,  and  so  relieves  the 

part  takes  in  the  production  of  symp-  lungs  and  stimulates  the  left  heart, 

toms  or  of  death.  which,  but  for  this,  would  become  an 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  as  one  additional  cause  of  delay, 
useful  part  of  the  introduction  to  the  We  have  not  adverted  to  the  instances 
study  of  angina,  that  there  axe  some  of  casual  syncope  from  exertion,  }ret  it 
pretty  sud&n  and  severe  affections  mustappear  that  these  will  serve  to  illus- 
whicn  may  be  induced  in  younger  and  trate  tne  less  mixed  cases  of  fatal  faint- 
more  healthy  subjects  by  causes  like  ing,  and  the  first  are  not  to  be  omitted 
those  of  angina.  These  may  be  re-  in  a  review  of  the  slight  and  transitoiy 
garded  as  states  (shall  we  say  ?)  short  states,  by  the  contemplation  of  which 
of  angina.  Palpitation,  or  an  exces-  the  CTavest  conditions  may  be  the  more 
sively  rapid  pulse,  or  even  an  irregular  easily  explained.  The  faintings  of  deli- 
pulse,  are  common  effects  of  exertion,  cate  persons  from  slight  causes,  or  of 
In  undue  or  severe  degrees  these  must  those  which  are  stronger  from  some- 
be  referred  to  weakness  and  dilatation  what  greater  disturbances,  seem  all  to 
of  the  heart,  or  a  part  of  it,  as  we  shall  depend  on  this — ^that  the  right  heart 
see  hereafter.  The  small  frequent  receives  too  httle  blood.  The  veins  are 
pulse  may  well  be  accounted  for  by  an  not  full  enough,  and  the  general  re- 
over-full  left  ventricle,  weak,  overbur-  laxation  of  muscles  (whether  from  de- 
diened,  and  having  lost  all  the  easy  fective  blood  or  nervous  supply)  leaves 
relation  which  existed  between  its  size  the  veins  to  yield  to  the  elfects  of  gra- 
and  form,  and  ^e  aperture  of  egress,  vitation. 

The  small  and  less  rapid  puke  be-  In  this  place  it  should  alsobe  remarked, 
longs  to  the  defective  supply  to  the  left  that  perspiration  and  the  general  free- 
ventricle  from  any  cause.  In  either  dom  of  secretions,  as  well  as  of  capillary 
of  the  foregoing  mstances  the  pulse  circulation,  and  perhaps  even  the  ful- 
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nesg  of  superficial*  and  other  veins  the  healing  process,  it  wou|d  at  least 

when  greatly  excited,  indicate  the  na-  improve  the  flapping  condition  of  the 

ture  as  well  as  the  need  of  relief,  and  weak  member,  and  by  retaining  it  in  a 

in  a  manner  are  near  approximations  state  of  greater  tension,  might  produce 

to  disease  or  distress.  a  tendency  to  contraction  in  the  para- 

rro  be  continued.]  Ivsed  muscles.    On  my  return  tome 

^^ I  explained  my  views  to  my  intelligent 

friend  and  patient,  Mr.  Rhind,  Surgeon, 

ON  THE  OPERATION  FOR  TALIPES.  Edinburgh,  who  was  then  under  my 

care  for  the  cure  of  congenital  talipes 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medieai  Gazette.  varus  of  the  worst  degree  in  both  feet, 

o  I  told  him  that  the  propriety  of  the 

•                               ...          .  operation  was  so  strongly  impressed 

In  the  communication  you  did  me  the  ^^        ^^^  ^^at  I  was  determined  to 

favour  to  insert  m  your  number  of  the  ^dopt  it  the  first  time  a  case  of  the  kind 

Uth  of  December  last,  I  promised  you  referred  to  came  under  my  care.    He 

a  report  of  some  ct^es,  lUusfaratiVe  of  a  expressed  himself  much  pleased,  and 

new  operation  for  the  cure  of  a  cert^n  considered  it  a  fortunate  idea.     It  was 

variety    of    talipes,   for    which    the  ^^^  ^^      ere  I  had  an  opportunitv  of 

Stromcyenan   operation  was   mapph-  testing  the  value  of  mv  proposed  new 

cable.     I  shall  now  endeavour  to  fulfil  mode  of  pracHce  in  the  case  of  Miss 

my  promise,  although  my  avocations    ^^^ich  I  shall  now  detail. 

compel  me  to  do  so  very  bnefly.    Be-        Casb.  I.— Miss  ,  «l.  six  years. 

sides  ite  reference  to  those  cases  of  ^ag  y^g^  deprived  of  the  use  of  tile  left 

talipes,  It  IS  moreover  interesting  as  igg  ^y  ^  paralytic  stroke.     She  lias 

calculated  to  meliorate  many  other  in-  undergone  a  variety  of  treatment  under 

firmities  arising  from  total  paralysis,  or  g^me  of  the  first  medical  gentlemen  of 

diminished  power,  of  certain  classes  of  this  town ;  but,  for  the  last  two  years, 

muscles.                               .o.^Ttj  ^^  been  given  up  as  a  hopeless  case. 

In  the  month  of  June  1840,  I  had  Her  present  condition  is  tMs :  the  teft 

my  attention  directed  to  this  subject  jeg  is  perfectly  powerless,  dangling  by 

by  observing  the  peculiar  g.ait  of  a  the  side  of  her  crutch,  without  reaching 

gentleman  who  was  passing  along  the  t^e  ground,  and  is  much  colder  than  u 

street.     Although  I  neither  knew  nor  n^tiial  i  the  foot  Msumini?  the  anDear- 


ana  look  more  nouce  oi  it  irom  me  ^^  its  outer  edge,  the  toes  inchneda 

circumstance  of  bemg  at  the  time  much  j^ttle  inwards,  Ind  the   heel  slighUy 

engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  Stro-  elevated.    On  the  30th  of  June,  1840, 

meyenanoperaaon  for  the  cure  of  club-  ^ggisted  by  Mr.  Rhind,  my  son,  and 

foot.     That  operation  consists  essen-  ^^e    of   my  apprentices,   Mr.  Pacey, 

Ually  in  the  division  of  the  tendons  of  j  ^^^  ^  lon«tudinal  incision  along 

muscles,  which  act  too  energetically,  ^he  course  of   the   peronajus  tertius, 

and  extending  them,  before  the  lymph  ^^jch  I  elevated,  and  excised  a  portion 

which  IS  thrown  out  to  cement  the  ^f  it,  to  the  extent  of  three- sixteenths 

divided extremitiestogether  has  become  ^f  ^n  inch.     I  then  closed  the  wound 

consolidated:  so  that,  in  the  end,  there  ^^^    j^^er,  and  appUed  splints  and 

IS  a  new  portion  actually  implanted  bandages,  so  as    to   approxWte  the 

between  the  divided  extremities  of  the  divideS  ends,  and  maintain  them  in 

originally  contracted  tendon.  That  this  contact 

is  not  a  speculative  idea  I  can  prove  by  2nd  day.~Has  been  free  from  com- 

specimens  m  my  possession.  I  observed  plaint 

that  in  the  variety  of  the  malformation  ^  4th.~Removed  the  plaster,  and,  after 

referred  to-nevidently  caused  by  para-  bathing  the  foot,  again  applied  plaster 

lysis-there  was  no  morbid  tension ;  ^nd  bandaging  as  before.    Care  has 

but,  on  Uie  contrary,  a  morbid  relaxa-  been  takenTduring  the  dressing,  not  to 

don.    The  Idea  occurred  to  me,  that  if  extend  the  foot  so  as  to  sep^te  the 

""  5''^*u''°^?^-i^!  ^^1^''''  Z''^''  ''"^  ""f '  recently  approximated  extiSities  of 

and  the  divided  extremities  made  to  the  divided  tendon 

reunite,  by  being  kept  in  contact  during  6th.— All  goin^'on  well;  and  now 

•  The  blood-horse  illustrttes  thl.  fact.  ^^^^  **»«  f«>^  and  leg  quite  warm. 
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7th. — Has  entire  command  of  the    now  move  the  toes  for  the  first  time  in 


when,   to  the  surprise  of  all  present,  to  put  on  a  laced-up  boot,  provided  with 

she  was  able  to  walk  across  the  floor  a  steel  support,  wnich  enabled  her  to 

of  my  surgery.  walk  about  with  much  more  comfort 

lOth. — In  the  presence  of  my  talented  than  formerly.  From  want  of  attention 
friend.  Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley,  and  others,  the  improvement  did  not  continue  so 
she  actually  walked  across  the  room  manifest  as  at  first.  The  experience  I 
and  back  again  without  any  assistance  have  now  had  leads  me  to  believe  that 
whatever, — a  fact  which  equally  asto-  this  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the 
nished  and  delighted  him  and  all  present,  circumstance  of  the  tendo  -  c  hillis  being 
In  twenty  days  she  was  enabled  to  slightly  contracted.  Had  I  such  a  case 
vralk  about  in  a  laced-up  boot ;  and  in  to  operate  upon  now,  I  would  divide 
a  week  more  to  throw  her  crutches  and  lengthen  the  tendo-achillis,  whilst 
aside  entirely.  She  has  continued  well  I  would  take  a  portion  from,  and  thus 
and  strong  ever  since.  Besides  the  shorten,  the  other  tendons  referred  to. 
operation  nothing  else  was  done  in  this  Case  IV. — Master  Gresty,  eet.  6i 
case,  excepting  the  use  of  a  stimulating  years,  has  had  talipes  valgus  since  one 
liniment,  which  she  had  employed  be-  year  old,  arising  irom  absolute  para- 
fore  without  the  least  benefit.  lysis  of  gastrocnemii  and  other  mus- 

Case  II. — Miss ,  «t.  10,  has  been  cles  on  the  back  of  the  leg;  so  that  there 

suffering  from  an  attack  of  valgus  of  is  not  only  total  inability  of  extending 

the  right  foot  for  the  last  six  years ;  the  foot,  but  such  relation  of  all  the 

the  malleolus  internus  nearly  resting  extensor  muscles,  as  to  allow  the  foot 

upon  the  ground  when  supporting  the  to  be  pressed  upwards  until  it  touches 

weight  01  the  body  on  this  leg;  not  the  front  of  the  leg.    On  the  4th  of 

from  contraction  of  any  muscles,  but  Sept.  I  excised  three-eighths  of  an  inch 

from  a  i^aralytic  state  of  the  tibialis  of  the  tendo-achillis. 
posticus  and  flexor  lonsus  pollicis  pedis        3d  day. — All  going  on  well. 
of  the  right  foot.    With  the  same  as-        5th. — Makes  no  complaint ;  wound 

sistance  as  in  the  former  case,  I  excised  nearly  closed,  and  very  little  matter 

nearly  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  ten-  discharged. 

dons  of  the  tibialis  posticus  and  of  the        7th. — All  going  on  well,  and  still 

flexor  longus  pollicis  pedis,  and  dressed  great  warmth  of  foot  and  leg,  which 

and  bandaged  as  before,  so  as  to  keep  the  has    increased    since    the    operation, 

divided   extremities  in  contact.      All  although  there  is  no  pain  or  inflamma- 

went  on  perfectly  well,  and  from  the  tion  to  account  for  it. 
day  the  operation  was  performed,  the        10th. — Wound  nearly  closed ;  tendon 

patient  said  the  foot  felt  warm,  although  so  firmly  united  as  to  resist  any  attempt 

previously  the  foot  and  leg  were  con-  at  pressing  the  foot  upwards,  excepting 

standy  cold.    In  three  weeks  she  could  a  uttle  beyond  a  right  angle  witn  the 

walk  quite  straight ;  the  foot  and  ankle  leg ;  and  has  now  power  of  flexing  and 

being  maintained  in  their  proper  rela-  extending  the  foot  freely;  showing  that 

tive  position.  the  paralytic  state  of  the  extensor  mus- 

Case  III. — ^The  next  case  was  Mrs.  cles  is  completely  overcome.    At  three 

,  St.  fifty,  who  had  suffered  from  weeks  after  the  operation  this  patient 

varus  of  the  right  foot  from  infancy,  fell  and  injured  the  leg,  so  as  to  cause 

arising  chiefly  from  a  paralytic  state  of  inflammation  and  suppuration  around 

the  peronieus  longus  and  brevis.     On  the  newl^  formed  cicatrix,  which  re- 

the  6th  of  July,  1840,  I  excised  three-  tarded  his  recovery.     After  this  had 

eighths  of  an  inch  of  these  tendons,  subsided,  with  the  use  of  a  stimulating 

above  the  mslleol.  extern.,  closed  the  embrocation,  this  patient  regained  the 

wound  with  plaster,  and  bandaged  it  so  use  of  his  extremity,  so  that  he  could 

as  to  keep  the  ends  of  the  divided  ten-  in  three  months  after  the  operation 

don  as  much  approximated  as  possible,  walk  with  ease ;  flexing  and  extending 

2hid  day. — Qmte  free  from  oonstitu-  the  foot  freely,  and  capable  of  support- 

tional  irritation,  and  all  complaints.  ing  the  foot  and  leg  in  its  proper  rela- 

3d. — Makes  no  complaints ;  says  she  tive  position.    Before  the  operation  any 

feels  the  foot  much  wanner,  and  can  attempt  at  walking  was  attended  witn 
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ffreat  awkwardness ;  the  leg  being  tossed  of  the  tendons  of  the  tendo-achillis,  and 

forward,  the  toes  turned  very  much  dividing  the  tibialis  anticus,  extensor 

outwards,  and  the  inner  ankle  approxi-  lon^^ug    poliicis,    extensor    communis 

mating  the  ground.  digitorum  pedis.     Applied  plaster  to 

Case  V.  — Master  B ,  set.   12}  the  wounds,  and  splints  and  bandages, 

years,  from  a  paralytic  seizure  or  acd-  so  as  to  maintain  the  extremities   of 

dent,  they  cannot  tell  which,  has  been  tendo-achillis  in  apposition,  and  those 

much  in  the  same  state  as  the  last  of  the  other  parts. 

fatient,  for  about  a  year.    In  October  2d  day. — All  goin^  on  well ;   makes 

840, 1  excised  five-eighths  of  an  inch  no  particular  complaint,  and  free  from 

of  the  tendo-achillis,  dressed  and  ban-  every  symptom  of  constitutional  irri- 

^ged  as  usual.  tation. 

3d  day.— All  going  on  satisfactorily.  3d. — Still  going  on  well. 

4Ui. — Makes  no  complaint;  woimd  4th. — Removed  the  dressing;  wounds 

nearly  closed,  and  very  little  matter  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  leg  closed ; 

effused;  dressed  and  bandaged  as  at  that  in  the  posterior   looks  well,    ia 

first.  nearly  closed,  and  very  little  pus  dis> 

6th. — Wound  almost  entirsly  closed,  charged  from  it.    Dressed,  and  apphed 

and  has  now  the  power  of  fiexing  and  splints  and  bandages  as  before, 

extending  the  foot  freely,  indicating  6th. — All  going  on  well,  with  the 

the    reunion  of  the  tendo-achillis  as  power  of  flexing  and  extending  the 

well  as  restoration  of  retractile  power,  foot ;  showing  the  reunion  and  restored 

Foot  and  leg  still  kept  bandaged  in  the  muscular  contractility  of   the  tendo- 

same  manner  as  at  first.  achillis  and  gastrocnemius  muscles,  as 

8th. — ^AU  going  on  most  satisfactorily,  well  as  the  antagonist  tendons  on  the 

Intwomonthsputonalaced-upboot,  anterior  part  of  the  leg.     From  this 

with  which  he  walked  freely;  has  con-  time  all  went  on  so  weU  as  to  require 

tinned   without  complaint,    and    can  no  particular  remark ;  and  in  six  weeks 

now  walk  nearly  as  well  as  if  he  had  she  wore  a  laced-up  boot,  walked  with 

never  been  so  afflicted.  comparative  ease,  and  is  now  compara- 

Case  VI. — Master  Moss,  ffit.  10  years,  tivefy  well  and  strong.     As  in  the  other 

has  right  leg  quite  useless  from  a  para-  cases,  the  leg,  which  was  cold    and 

lytic  seizure  in  initocy.     The  leg  not  powerless,  acquired  an  increased  degree 

onlv  powerless,    but    also    cold    and  of  heat  as  well  as  strength.    To  aid 

withered,  being  about  half  the  size  of  this,  and  strengthen  the  limb  more 

the  other  one.    The  knee  bent  to  an  rapidly,  I  recommended  friction  with 

angle  of  45*;  the  foot  turned  outwards,  stimulating  liniment,  as  in  the  other 

and  can  be  easily  pressed  up  against  cases. 

the  tibia,  showing  the  extreme  want  Case  VI 1 1. — Wm.  Bowker,  Sheffield, 

of   tone    of   the    gastrocnemius   and  set.  7  years,  has  had  talipes  valgo-calca- 

tibialis   posticus.      I     excised   three-  neus  from  infancy,  supposed  to  have 

eighths  of  an  inch  of  tendo-achillis, and  arisen  from  a  paralytic  stroke  when  six 

about  as  much  of   tibialis  posticus ;  months  old.    Has  no  power  of  gastroc- 

dressed  and  bandaged  as  usual.    All  nemii,  so  that  the  foot  can  be  pressed 

has  gone  on  well ;  and  he  is  provided  upwards  until  it  almost  I'eaches  the 

with  a  high-soled  boot,  to  compensate  tibia.      When    walking,    the    foot  is 

for  the  shortness  of  his  leg.    He  can  turned  ver^  much  outwards,  and  the 

now  walk  without  a  crutch,  merely  malleolus  mtemus  nearly  touches  the 

requiring   the    assistance  of  a  stick,  eround.      On  the  26th  of  February, 

Tms  leg  is  much  grown,  and  greatly  i841,  I  operated  by  excising  3-16th8  of 

warmer  than  before  the  operation ;  in-  an  inch  of  tendo-achillis,  and  dressed 

deed,  he  is  altogether  stronger.  and  bandaged  in  the  usual  maimer  for 

Case  VII. — Miss ^  set.  10  years,  such  cases. 

'  a  case  of  calcaneo-valgus  of  left  leg  of  2d  day. — ^All  going  on  well, 

twelve  years    standing,    arising  m>m  4th. — Makes  no  complaint ;  removed 

total  piiralysis  of  gastrocnemius,  with  the  bandages,  &c.  and  reapplied  them 

contraction  of  tibialis  anticus,  extensor  as  before.      There  was  the   smallest 

lon^  poliicis  pedis,  extensor  longus  possible  quantity  of   pus   under  the 

digitorum  pedis.  plaster. 

Onthe25thof  Sept.,  1840, 1  operated,  Btb.-r-Can  now  flex  and  extend  the 

by  excising  a  full  one-half  of  an  inch  ankle-joint  and  toes.    From  this  timte 
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continued  to  progress  in  the  most  satis-  great  care  and  consideration  in  the 
hetorj  manner,  and  in  eighteen  days  execution  of  it,  to  excise  a  sufficient 
couldwalkeasilywithout  any  apparatus  portion,  and  no  more;  but  I  hesitate 
applied  to  the  foot  or  leg,  having  com-  not  to  say  that,  when  properly  per- 
pletely  regained  the  power  of  the  gas-  formed,  it  will  succeed  in  every  case  of 
trocnemius  and  tibialis  posticus  and  the  sort  I  have  referred  to.  I  do  not 
flexor  longus  digitorum  pedis.  profess  to  have  been  quite  so  correct  as 
I  could  easily  multiply  cases  of  a  I  could  have  wished  in  every  case  of 
similar  nature,  but  shau  only  add  one  the  kind  I  operated  on  from  the  first. 
more«  where  I  excised  about  half  an  Experience  is  required  in  every  opera- 
inch  of  the  tendons  of  the  biceps  flexor  tion,  and  particularly  so  in  sucti  as 
cruris,  the  semimembranosus,  the  this ;  because,  if  too  little  be  excised, 
semitendinosus,  and  the  gracilis,  in  a  it  will  not  excite  that  activity  of  con- 
case  of  such  extreme  weakness  of  these  tractile  power  in  the  muscular  fibre 
muscles,  that  the  tibia  and  fibula  could  necessary  for  the  correct  and  energetic 
be  so  much  flexed  upwards  on  the  discharge  of  its  functions ;  whilst,  on 
femur  as  to  form  a  very  considerable  the  other  hand,  if  this  is  excited  to  too 


the  worst    After  the  operation,  having  operated  upon.     In  a  fiiture  communi- 

the  wounds  closed  with  plaster,  and  the  cation  I  shall  explain  my  views  on  this 

le^  flexed  at  right  angles  with  the  subject,  illustrated    by  the   detail  of 

thigh,  splints  and  bandages  were  then  cases  in  which  I  have  been  enabled  to 

applied  to  retain  it  in  that  position,  so  restore  increased  heat,  sensibility,  and 

as  to  allow  the  divided  extremities  to  power,  to  paralysed  parts,  so  that  pa^ 

reunite  with  the  least  possible  interven-  tients  who  have    b^n  powerless    of 

tion  of  new  tendinous  substance  be-  limbs  for  many  years  have  had  the  use 

tween  them.     Every  thing  went  on  to  restored  to  them,  as  can  be  certified  by 

my  entire  satisfaction;  and  in  ten  days  professional  friends  who  have  seen  the 

soch  firm  reunion  of  tendons  had  taken  patients  and  operations.     This  is  ac- 

place  as  to  ofler  considerable  resistance  complished  by  the  converse  mode  to 

to  extending  the  leg  completely.     In  that  now  detailed,  viz.  by  the  division 

two  days  more  I  did  not  hesitate  to  let  and  ultimate   elongation    of  muscles 

the  patient  stand  on  his  legs ;  when  it  which  had  been  held  in  a  state  of  per- 

was  most  interesting  to  remark  the  im-  manent  contraction,  and  thus  robbed 

piovement  which  had  resulted  from  the  the  limb  of  that  difiusion  of  nCTvous 

operation,  this  leg  being  now  perfectly  energy  to  the  other  muscles  which  is 

straight,  the  other  still  falling  back  in  required  to  ensure  and  maintain  their 

the  old  form.    The  day  fixed  for  the  normal  functions. — I  am,  sir, 

operation  on  the  second  leg  the  boy  Your  obedient  servant, 

was  attacked  with  scarlatina,  which,  of  James  Braid, 

course,    caused   it   to    be   postponed.  M.ILC.8.  Ediiibiii»h. 

However,  I  intend  shorly  to  perform  ^^^  Piccadilly,  Manchester, 

the  operation,  and  have  no  doubt  but  April  8th,iS4i. 

the  results  will  be  equally  satisfactory     .^ 

as  those  which  attended  operation  on 

the  first  leg.     I  have  also  operated  by  ""      L^^r^r^r  ^xtitc 

incising  a  portion  of  tencion  of  the  FORMATION  OF  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS 

tibialis  anticus,  extensor  longus  polUcis  IN  ADULTS, 

pedis,  and  of  extensor  Jonf  s  dipt^^^  ^^  betention  of  th. 

pedis,  m  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  mus-  "^"^  *"              f^ces. 

cles  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  leg,  ' 

with  similar  results.  , 

I  believe  this  operation  is  entirely  7\)  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oaiette. 
new;   and  I  trust  the  cases  now  de- 

tailed  are  suflicient  to  prove  that  it  is  °'^»,          ^   ,     i.        *•      ^r  «-♦;« 

most  eflicicnt,  and  a  hi^hlv  important  The  subject  <> VVf/T^^^fH?  reh^  o^^ 

addition  to  the  resources  of  our  art  in  cial  anus  in  adults,  for  the  reUef  ^^ 

an  interesUng  and  hitherto  incurable  retention  of  the  fieces,  l^^TJ^K  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

class  of  diseases.     It  of  course  requires  but  httle  attention  in  this  country,  1 
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beg  to  forward  you  some  remarks  upon  treated  of  this  subject.  Sabatier* 
it,  which  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  ^ves  the  preference  to  Littre's  opera- 
inserting  in  your  very  valuable  journal,  tion:  Durett,  Martin  le  Jeunet,  Du- 
if  you  think  them  of  sufficient  practical  puytrenj,  and  Velpeau||,  all  reject  it  on 
importance  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  ground  of  impracticability ;  and, 
your  readers.  They  are  for  the  most  like  Sabatier,  prefer  that  of  Littre.  But 
part  taken  from  a  memoir  read  by  M.  the  operation  was  not  understood :  the 
Amussat  at  the  Academic  de  M^decine  surgical  anatomy  of  the  parts  implicated 
of  Paris,  in  1839,  with  a  copy  of  which  was  not  sufficiently  attended  to ;  and  it 
he  favoured  me. — I  am,  sir,  was  not  known  that  the  distended  state 
Your  obedient  servant,  of  the  intestine  lessened  the  difficulties, 
John  Erichsen.  and  facilitated  the  performance  of  the 

24,  Wdbeck  street,  March  24. 1841.  operation.                               .,    .    , 

Amussat,  at  the  time  that  he  waa 
Various  operations  have  been  pro-  attending  the  celebrated  Broussais  for 
jected,  by  opening  the  large  intestine  that  scirrhous  affection  of  the  i^ectum 
in  some  part  of  its  course,  for  the  relief  of  which  he  ultimately  died,  was  led  to 
of  retention  of  the  feces,  consequent  reflect  on  the  resources  that  surgery 
upon  obstructions  of  the  rectum,  or  an  offers  in  similar  cases ;  and  after  making 
imperforate  state  of  the  anus.  Littre*,  some  experiments  on  the  dead  body, 
as  early  as  the  year  1710,  proposed  in  with  the  view  of  contrasting  the  merit 
these  cases  to  open  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  different  operations  that  have 
of  the  colon  from  the  left  iliac  region ;  been  proposed  for  the  formation  of 
but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1776  that  artificial  anus  in  cases  of  obstruction  of 
anyoperationof thekindwasperformed,  the  large  intestines,  he  became  con- 
when  Pilloret,  a  surgeon  of  Rouen,  was  yinced  that  the  operation  proposed  by 
the  first  to  make  an  artificial  anus  on  the  CalUsen,  if  somewhat  modified,  was  not  • 
adult,  for  the  relief  of  retention  of  the  only  practicable,  but  safe.  He  soon  had 
feces ;  this  he  did,  not  according  to  an  opportunity  of  putting  this  opinion 
Littre's  method,  but  by  opening  the  to  the  test  of  expenment,  and  has  since 
cecum  from  the  right  iliac  reeion.  performed  this  operation  twice  with 
Fine  J,  of  Geneva,  in  1797,  opened  the  complete  success, 
transverse  colon  from  the  umbilical  Beforedescribing  the  operation  itself, 
region,  in  a  case  of  retention  of  the  it  may  be  as  well  to  give  a  very  brief 
feces  produced  by  scirrhus  of  the  upper  account  of  the  surgical  anatomy  of 
part  of  the  rectum.  the  parts  concerned,  namely,  the  left 
Although  these  operations  serve  to  lumbar  region  and  the  correspond- 
folfil  the  indication  of  relieving  the  ing  portion  of  the  colon,  more  es- 
retention  of  the  feces,  they  are  all  pecially  as  they  have  hitherto  been 
defective  in  one  most  important  respect;  little  studied  in  relation  to  surgery, 
for,  as  the  peritoneum  must,  in  all  of  The  lumbar  region  may  be  said  to  con- 
them,  of  necessity  be  wounded,  an  in-  gist  of  two  distinct  parts,  namely,  the 
tense  and  frequently  fatal  peritonitis  is  abdominal  wall  itself,  and  the  colon, 
the  inevitable  consequence.  It  was  to  with  a  portion  of  the  peritoneum  which 
avoid  this  serious  complication  that  fixes  it  to  that  wall.  As  the  different 
Callisen§,  in  1796,  proposed  opening  structures  that  enter  into  the  formation 
the  colon  from  behind,  m  the  left  lum-  of  the  abdominal  wall  in  this  situation 
bar  region,  where  it  is  not  covered  by  are  fully  described  in  all  works  on 
peritoneum.  He  once  attempted  this  anatomy,  they  need  no  further  attcn- 
operation  on  the  dead  body  of  a  tion  on  our  part ;  but  it  is  with  the 
child,  but  failing  in  his  endeavour  to  anatomy  of  the  colon,  and  with  it«  rcU- 
reach  the  intestine  without  wounding  tions  to  the  peritoneum,  which  are  of 
the  peritoneum,  he  seems  to  have  re-  the  greatest  importance  in  reference  to 
linquished  all  further  idea  of  it ;  and  it  the  operation  proposed  by  Amussat, 
has  subsequently  been  rejected  by  all  that  we  have  to  do. 

those  writers  on    surgery  who    nave 

.  •  M<Mecine  Op^ratoire,  3(1  edit.  torn.  3.  p.  887. 

*  L'Histoire  de  rAcad^mie  dea  Sciences,  1710.  cine,  torn.  4. 

t  M tooirea  de  la  Soci^d  de  MMecine  de  Lyonf ,  ^  Recneil  dea  Actea  de  la  Sod^t^  de  MMecine 

±  Annalea  de  la  Soci^t^  de  MMecine  de  Mont-  **  ^dlonnaire  de  M ^dedne,  torn.  8,  p.  117, 

pellier,  torn.  6.                   ^,                    ,  Anna  Aitifldel. 

§  Hyatnna  CbiniTYiK  hodierw.    Hafbiw^  1800.  ||  M^-decinv  Opihtitoire,  torn.  4,  p.  751. 
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After  haTing  detached,  layer  by  layer,  sisted  in  making  a  Tertical  Incision  from 
all  the  tissnes  that  cover  the  colon  in  the  last  false  rib  to  the  crista  of  the 
this  region,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pe-  iUum,  taking  as  his  guide  the  external 
ritoneal  investment  of  this  intestine  is  border  of  the  qnadratus  lumbonim 
wanting  in  its  posterior  third,  which,  muscle.  He  only  attempted  this  ope- 
in  this  respect,  resembles  the  anterior  ration  once,  and  then  fiuled  in  his  ob- 
surface  of  the  bladder.  This  disposi-  ject  of  not  wounding  the  peritoneum, 
taon  of  the  serous  membrane  gives  a  In  consequence  ofthis  failure  he  appears 
peculiar  character  to  the  colon,  and  to  have  been  discouraged,  and  to  nave 
causes  it  to  differ  completelv  from  the  given  up  all  fiirtherideaof  the  operation. 
other  intestines ;  enabling  tne  surgeon  The  following  is  a  description  of  the 
to  open  it  without  penetrating  into  the  modified  operation  that  Amussat  pro- 
peritoneal  sac.  Where  the  serous  poses,  and  which  he  has  already  per- 
membrsne  is  wanting,  the  colon  is  formed  twice  with  success : — A  trans- 
covered  by  several  layers  of  dense  and  verse  incision  is  to  be  made  two  fingers' 
strong  cellular  tissue,  which  alone  sepa-  breadth  above  and  parallel  to  the  crista 
rate  it  from  the  quadratus  lumborum.  ilii  of  the  left  side ;  or  rather  in  the 

Amussat  states  that  out  of  the  great  middle  of  that  space  which  is  bounded 
nomiber  of  bodies  that  he  has  examined  bj  the  false  ribs  above,  and  bv  the 
with  this  view,  he  has  never  seen  a  crista  ilii  below :  the  incision  should 
Mesocolon  in  the  left  lumbar  region;  commence  at  the  external  margin  of 
Irat,  on  the  contrary,  the  intestine  is  the  erector  spinee,  and  extend  outwards 
always  closely  attached  and  adherent  for  about  four  inches.  The  spinous 
to  the  abdominal  parietes  by  dense  processes  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  the 
cellular  tissue.  In  order  to  judge  crista  of  the  ilium,  and  the  last  false 
whether  the  colon  in  the  left  lumbar  rib,  are  the  principal  guides.  The  su- 
region  be  provided  with  a  mesocolon  or  perior  margin  of  tne  crista  ilii  is,  how- 
not,  this  intestine  must  be  examined  ever,  the  safest  of  these,  and  the  trans- 
frt>m  behind,  Mrithout  opening  the  cavity  verse  incision  ma^  be  said  to  correspond 
of  the  abdomen ;  for,  if  it  be  examined  to  the  middle  third  of  this  part  of  the 
from  before,  in  the  usuid  way,  a  meso-  ilium.  After  having  divided  the  skin 
colon  may  inadvertently  be  formed  by  and  all  the  more  superficial  tissues,  the 
drawing  the  intestine  forwards,  and  deeper  layers  are  next  to  be  incised  as 
thus  separating  the  peritoneum  from  they  present  themselves;  if  necessary 
its  cellular  connections.  If  the  colon  the  external  border  of  the  quadratus 
be  now  -distended  with  air  or  water,  lumborum  may  also  be  cut  across. 
eare  being  taken  that  the  fluid  does  The  dissection  is  then  very  carefully 
not  pass  through  the  ilio-ceecal  valve,  to  be  carried  through  the  layers  of 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  extent  of  cellular  tissue  which  lie  immediately 
this  cellular  interval  will  increase  in  upon  the  intestine,  and  the  colon  sought 
proportion  to  the  distension  of  the  in-  for :  this  will  in  general  readily  pre- 
testine :  the  peritoneum  bein?  pushed  sent  itself,  and  may  at  once  be  recog- 
back  more  rapidly  and  more  distinctly  nized  by  its  colour  and  distended  ap- 
than  it  is  even  from  the  anterior  sur-  pearance.  The  operation  may  then  be 
&ce  of  iht  bladder,  when  that  viscus  completed  by  passing  a  tenaculum,  or 
is  much  distended.  In  order  to  judge  needle  armed  with  a  strong  waxed 
better  of  the  extent  of  the  cellular  inter-  thread,  into  the  most  projecting  part  of 
▼al  which  exists  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  intestine,  and  by  this  means  draw- 
the  lumbar  colon,  this  intestineshould  be  inff  it  to  the  surface  of  the  wound,  in 
detached  from  the  body,  and  then  that  order  to  prevent  it  shrinking  or  sink- 
part  of  its  surface  which  is  not  covered  ing  back  when  opened :  it  is  now  to  be 
oy  peritoneum  may  be  compared  with  punctured  with  a  large  trochar  or  bis- 
that  which  is  in  vested  by  this  membrane,  toury;  and  its  contents  having  been 
At  the  same  time  it  may  be  useful  to  evacuated,  the  sides  of  the  opening  in  ilie 
note  the  colour  of  the  colon,  which  intestine  are  to  be  fixed  to  those  of  the  in- 
differs  from  that  of  the  small  intestines  cision  in  the  skin  by  four  or  five  points  of 
by  being  of  a  more  greenish  tint.  suture,  so  as  to  prevent  the  contents  of 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Cal-  the  bowel  being  efiiisedinto  the  cellular 

Usen  was  the  first  who  proposed  opening  tissue  of  the  wound.  It  is  of  importance 

the  large  intestine  without  wounding  to  draw  the  colon  well  forwards  before 

the  peritoneum.    His  operation   con-  opening  it,  in  order  to    prevent    its 
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contents  from  being  effused  into  the  In  respect  of  not  wounding  the  pe- 

loose  cellular  tissue  ofthewound^  where  ritoneum,    this  operation    closely  ne- 

they  may  set  up  considerable  irritation,  sembles  that  of  puncturing  the  bladder 

and  retard  the  union  of  the  parts.    If  the  above  the  pubes,  and  below  the  reflee- 

patient  be  ver^  fat,  the  operation  will  tion  of  the  peritoneum.    There  is,  how- 

oe  much  facihtated  by  aividing  the  ever,  one  important  difference  between 

deeper-seated  tissues  in  a  crucial  man-  the  two  operations,  which  may  influence 

ner,  so  as  to  give  the  operator  more  the  result ;  for  in  the  one  case,  as  the 

space.     When  the  operation  is  prac-  patient  lies  upon  his  l»ck,  the  urine  has 

tised  on  the  dead  body,  it  will  be  found  a  tendency  to  stagnate  in  the  wound, 

on  dissection  that  the  following  are  the  being  obhged,  in  order  to  escape,  to 

parts  cut  through : — After  the  skin  and  mount  against  its  own  gravity ;  whilst, 

cellular  tissue,  the  latissimus  dorsi  will  in  the  other  case,  the  feecal  matters  find 

be  seen  divided  towards  the  posterior  a  ready  exit  from  a  woimd  situated  in  a 

third  of  the  incision,  and  the  obbquus  ex-  depending  part. 

temus  in  the  anterior  two-thirds  of  it;  the        The  (question  as  to  the  formation  of 

obliquus  intemus  and  the  transversalis,  an  artificial  anus  in  those    cases  in 

sometimes    the  quadratus  lumborum,.  which  the  lar^pe  intestine  is  completely 

the  cellulo-adipose  tissue  which  imme-  obstructed  at  its  inferior  part  has  never 

diately  covers  the  intestine,  and  finally  been  properlv  discussed,  although  it  is 

the  colon  itself.    Very  few  vessels  or  a  subject  well  deserving  the  attention 

nerves  are  wounded,  as  they,  for  the  of  surgeons.    Most  systematic  treatises 

most  part,  run  parallel  to  the  line  of  in-  on  sur^;ery  are  silent  on  this  point,  and 

cision  ;  whereas,  if  the  vertical  incision  in  the  journals  there  are  only  six  cases 

of  Callisen  were  adopted,  they  would  published  in  which  any  operation  having 

necessarily  be  cut  across.  for  its  object  the  relief  or  obstructed  in- 

When  we  compare  the  different  ope-  testines  has  been  performed  on  adults, 

rations  that  have  been  proposed  for  the  Amussat  refers  to  two  preparations  in  the 

formation  of  an  artificial  anus,  it  will  Mus6e  Dupuytren,  wnicn  deserve  exa- 

be  found  that  Callisen's,  as  modified  by  mination  as  illustrative  of  this  subject. 

Amussat,  is  the  one  to  which  the  pre-  One  represents  tumors  in  the  form  of 

ference  must  be  given,  for  by  it  aione  vegetations  arising  from  the  inner  sur- 

the  peritoneum  is  not  wounded,  and  face  of  the  rectum ;  the  other,  taken 

thus  the  inflammation  of  that  mem-  from  the  celebrated  tragic  actor.  Talma, 

brane,  which  is  a  necessary  and  so  often  exhibits  a  simple  and  complete  strie- 

a  fatal  consequence  of  the  other  opera-  ture  of  the  rectum.    These  two  pre- 

tions,  is  avoided.    Besides  this  aavan-  parations   prove  •  that   it  would  have 

tage,  which  is  of  the  very  ^atest  im-  been  possible  to  have  established  an 

portance,  Amussat's  operation  presents  artificial  anus  in  these  cases,  and  to 

several  other  claims  to  our  notice:  as  have    hoped   for    complete    success; 

only  one  side  of  the  colon  can  be  drawn  more  especially  in  the  case  of  Talmaj 

forwards,  and  not  a  knuckle  of  it,  as  which  was    one  of  simple   stricture 

would  bethe  case  if  the  small  intestines  without  any  scirrhous  disease.  Amus- 

were  operated  upon,  it  is  evident  that  sat  remarks  that  these  cases  of  sim- 

the  spur-like  process,  which  has  been  pie  stricture  of  tiie  upper  part  of  the 

so  accurately  described  bv  Dupuytren,  rectum,  and  of  the  sigmoidflexure  of  the 

must  exist  to  a  very  small  extent ;  and  colon,  occasioning  death  by  producing 

consequently,  if    the    artificial    anus  a  complete  obstruction  to  the  passage 

should  ever  become  useless,  the  natural  of  the  fwces  through  the  intestines,  are 

passa^  for  the  feeces  having  been  re-  by  no  means  rare, 
estabhshed,  it  could  readily  be  closed        With  regard  to  imperforate  anus,  or 

up.      If,    however,     the    peritoneum  rather  the  absence  of  more  or  less  of 

should  be  accidentally  wounded  in  the  the  rectum  in  infants,  Amussat  does 

attempt  to  reach  the  colon  from  behind,  not  think  that  in  these  cases,  an  artifi- 

even  then  this  operation  would  be  pre-  dal  anus  should  be  established  in  the 

ferable  to  that  of  Littre;  for  the  cavity  abdominal  region,    except  when    the 

of  the  abdomen  having  been  opened  at  intestine  cannot  be  reaCned  fVom  the 

its  most  depending  part  (in  the  recum-  anal  or  coccygeal  regions ;  and  then  he 

bent  position),  the  faecal  matters  would  advises  that  the  colon  should  be  opened 

have  much  less  tendency  to  be  efiused  from  behind  in  the  left  lumbar  region, 
into  it,  than  if  it  were  opened  in  front.  ^ ^ continwd] 
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ON  HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  should  be  confined  to  their  beds  for 

ABSCESS.  8<Mne  days,  and  every  care  taken  to  ar- 
rest any  febrile  movement  that  may 

Br  Wm%  Olitsr  Chalk,  Eso.  arise.     If  no  untoward  symptoms  ensue 

Maudeut  Surgeon  to  the  Hoyttl  Sea-Betliiiiff  after  this  time  has  elapsed,  they  may 

InfimiaiT,  Marfrnte.  5^  allowed  to  move  about  on  crutches, 

[Concliided  from  p.  iSL]  as  in  the  earlier  stage.    The  erect  po< 

sition    (and     conseauent    dependent 

Whsk  the  abscess  is  allowed  to  fcnrm  state  of  the  limb)  is  niffhly  favourable 

an  outlet  of  itself,  I  have  invariably  to  the  obliteration  of  the  sac,  particu- 

found  that  the  openings  are  smaller,  larly  in  the  psoas  muscle.    If  patients 

fewer  in  number,  more  readily  healed,  have  been  long  confined  to  their  bed 

and  less  liable  to  slough,  even  should  during  the  formation  and  after  the 

the  disease'  terminate  fatally.    When  opening  of  the  abscess,  with  the  thigh 

the  accumulation  is  large,  and  the  sac  flexed  on  the  pelvis,  whenever  they 

has  formed  in  the  thigh,  some  suigeons  quit  it  the  altered  position  and  weight 

have  recommended  the  emptying  of  it,  of  the  limb  in  the  erect  posture  cause 

and  the  compressing  of  its  wuls  by  parts  once  united  agfiin  to  separate,  and 

means  of  a  circular  bandage  applied  give  rise  to  considerable  suflering  and  a 

tightly  around  the  limb,  in  order  to  pro-  fingering  recovery.  Of  late  years  I  have 

duce  a  nni§pi,  and,  with  a  view  of  more  had  frequent  opportunities  of  comparing 

effectually  promoting  this  process,  have  the  state  of  individuals  who  have  been 

used    various   stimulating   injections,  confined  to  their  beds  during  the  dis- 

This  practice,  however,  is  highly  ob-  ease,  and  those  who  have  been  treated 

jectionable,  and  generally  mischievous  on  the  opposite  plan ;  and  I  have  no 

to  the  patient.    When  the  matter  finds  hesitation  in  asserting  that  the  advan- 

an  exit  at  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  tages  derived  from  the  latter  are  infi- 

gentle  compression  by  a  bandage  is  of  nitely  neater,  both    as   re^rds    the 

service;  but  if  it  be  carried  too  far  shorterdurationof  thecomplamtandthe 

^at  irritation  ensues ;  the  discharge  degree  of  deformity  produced.    When 

increases,  and  fever  is  excited.     The  we  consider  the  number  of  years  that 

reason  ofthis  will  be  obvious,  if  we  take  frequently  elapse  under  the  ordinary 

into  consideration  the  low  degree  of  vi«  treatment  before  the  abscess  heals,  any 

tality  which  characterises  parts  afiected  method  that  may  accelerate  the  desired 

with  strumous  disease:  m  the  treat*  effect  is  invaluable.    A  period  of  four  or 

ment  of  scrofulous  ulcers  the  greatest  five  years  very  commonly  passes  over 

nicety  is  often  requisite  in  selecting  an  before  the  healing  process  is  completed, 

application  that  is  sufficiently  stimulat-  There  was  an  instance  last  year  at  the 

ing,  without beingtoo much  BO,andinad-  Infirmary,  in  the  case  of  Wm.  Norris, 

justing  the  dressings  in  such  a  way  that  where  the  di^charffe  from  an  orifice 

over-pressure  may  not  be  exerted,  and  in  the  groin  had  been  going  on  for 

yet  adequate  support  may  be  afibrded  fourteen  years,  and  continues  up  to  this 

to  the  edges  of  the  wound ;  for  if  these  time. 

Erecautions  be  disregarded,  the  granu-  The  sloufl^hing  of  the  orifices  of  the 

itions  are  soon  destroyed.    Thus,  by  sinuses  in  the  latter  stages  of  this  dis- 

bringing  the  parietes  of  the  abscess  order  is  of  very  common  occurrence, 

firmly  in  contact,  we  prevent  the  repa-  and  it  is  sometimes  followed  by  hsemor- 

rative  process,  especially  if  an  early  rhaee,  especially  if  the  case  proceeds 

opening  be  effected.    Before  1  became  badly.    The  walls  of  the  sac  become 

fully  aware  of  this  circumstance  I  had  irritable,  and  discharge  profusely ;  if 

often  the  mortification  of  finding  my  there  has  been  no  pain  in  the  hip  and 

efibrts  in  healing  it,  under  such  a  plan,  knee  since  the  first  stage,  it  returns 

of  treatment,   unavailing.     There   is  with  redoubled  violence;  should  counter- 

another  objection  which  applies  forci-  irritants  have  been  employed,  their  evil 

bly  to  this  method — it  is,  the  irritation  influence  now  becomes  apparent    (by 

and  suffering  produced  by  the  accu-  the  additional  sufi^rin^pioduced  in  the 

raulation  of  pus  which  necessarily  takes  way  already  described),    hectic  fever 

Slace  above  the  banda^  all  the  while  ensues,  and  the  patient  sinks.    The 

le  psoas  muscle  remains  affected.    At  treatment  of  slougning  sores  differs  in 

the  nnt  opening  of  the  abscess  patientt  no  respect  from  that  already  spoken  of 

699.— XXVIII.                  '  O 
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in  morbus  coxee;  the  nitric  acid  lotions,  domen  generally  enlarged ;   the  liver 

carrot  poultices,  &c.  forming  the  best  could  be  oistinctly  felt  extending  below 

local  applications.   When  hsemorrhage  the  ribs,  and  was  extremely  sensitive 

occurs  m   these  and  other  strumous  under    examination.     His    respiratioo 

affections,  and  under  very  unfavourable  was  sometimes  impeded,  and  ne  had 

circumstances,   I  have  found  the   Sp.  occasional  slight  cough.  The  tongue  was 

Terebinthinee  the    best    styptic.      In  furred;    alvine  excretions  unhealthy; 

the  case  of  J.  S.  Beech,  set.  21 ,  admitted  appetite  defective.    There  was  a  large 

May  23d,  1836,  and  who  was  discharged  accumulation  of  pus  at  the  upper  and 

Oct.  10,  where  the  abscess  after  break-  inner  side  of  the  tnigh ;  he  complained 

ing  in  the  groin  formed  a  large  tumor  of  pain  in  the  hip,  knee,  and  thigh, 

in  the  lumbar  region,  which  was  fol-  when  lying ;  he  walked  with  difficulty, 

lowed  by  an  opening  immediately  over  Immediately  over  the  femoral  vessels 

the  sacro-iiiac  synchondrosis,  causing  a  was  the  cicatrix  of  an  issue,  about  the 

large  sloughing  wound,  and  from  which  size  of  half  a  crown.     The  hepatic 

a  profuse  neemorrhage  proceeded,  1  sue-  treatment  was  adopted,  and  appeared 

ceeded  by  means  of  saturating  com-  to  answer  exceedingly  well  for  some 

presses  of  lint  in  this  spirit,  and  by  time,  and  his  general  health  underwent 

applying  firm  pressure   at   the  same  great    improvement.    Meanwhile    the 

time,  in  arresting  its  progress,  so  that  he  sac  of  the  abscess  continued  to  increase 

was  enabled  to  return  home,  although  in  size.                                 .^ 

he  died  some  weeks  afterwards.    The  July  11  th. — ^The  cicatrix' of  the  issue 

ulceration   that  ensues  in    the  latter  gave  way,  and  formed  a  small  openings 

stage,  particularlv    in  cases  of  long  through  which  several  pints  of  pus 

standing,  where  the  vital  energies  are  were  discharged.    (It  happened  at  this 

frequently  much  impaired,  is  often  very  time  that  a  sloughing  sore  had  become 

troublesome,  and  is  frequently  accom-  epidemical  the  Infirmary,  and  almost  all 

?anied  by  great  loss  of  substance,  persons  suffering  from  ill-conditioned 
*he  local  treatment  must  be  conducted  ulcers  were  attacked  with  it.)  A  few 
with  care  and  attention  (in  the  manner  days  after  irritative  fever  set  in,  and  the 
already  described  when  speaking  of  cicatrix  sloughed.  The  condition  of  the 
superficial  ulceration  in  morbus  coxte),  patient  now  became  lamentable :  the 
and  the  general  symptoms  properly  at  discharge  was  profuse,  accompanied  by 
tended  to.  The  patient's  diet  should  be  severe  pain,  and  irritation  of  the  in- 
carefully  regulated  at  this  time.  Errors  tenor  of  the  sac:  large  sloughs  came 
in  this  respect  are  exceedingly  injurious;  away  through  the  opening,  which  by 
and,  indeed,  throughout  the  whole  this  time  exceeded  the  hmits  of  the 
course  of  the  disease,  I  have  frequently  cicatrix :  the  femoral  vessels  could  be 
seen  the  most  promising  cases  become  seen  enclosed  in  their  sheath,  and  per- 
the  most  disastrous,  in  consequence  of  fectly  isolated  from  the  surrounding 
improper  food*.  structures.  It  seemed  that  haemorrhage 
The  case  of  Edward  Brooks,  cet.  13,  was  unavoidable.  Fortunately,  how- 
admitted  May  16,  1839,  and  who  died  ever,  the  sloughing  was  arrested,  the 
Sept.  2d  following,  is  an  instance  of  febrile  symptoms  subdued,  and  he  con- 
the  kind,  and  otherwise  interesting.  The  tinned  to  go  on  well  for  several  weeks, 
boy  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility  I  was  suddenly  called  to  see  him  one 
and  ill  health  on  his  admission ;  th^  morning :  he  was  suffering  from  great 

guise  was  small  and  intermitting,  and  thirst,  together  with  a  distended  and 

e  suffered  from  febrile  accessions  in  painful  state  of  the  abdomen.    He  had 

the  evening,  followed  by  perspirations  vomited  during  the  night.    The  tongue 

in  the  morning;  the  countenance  was  was  furred.  The  discharge  from  the  ab- 
extremcly  anxious ;  the  whole  surface^  scess,  which  had  previously  diminished, 
ofthebody  was  of  a  dark  sallow  colour,*  was  now  profuse:  the  wound,  which 

closely  resembling  jaundice.    The  ab-  only  a  few  hours  before  had  been  in  a 

— ■ healthy  condition, was  th  e  very  reverse : 

•  It  ii  a  Mnrce  of  extreme  reirret,  MrticuUrly  the  thigh  was  exceedinglv  hot,  and  pain- 
to  the  medical  oAoen  of  thl»  etUbbshment,  that  ^  i  *„ *Cp *ft„«h  Thia aiidTdpn  rhano^  tfi- 
the  ftinds  of  the  charity  Uve  been,  and  continue  lUl  lOinetOUcn.    1  niSSUOaen  cuange,  lO- 

to  be,  inaufficieot  to  admit  of  nurnandinir  the  gether  With  the  nature  of  the  symptoms, 

boildlnff  with  a  waU,  for  want  of  which  improper  fgd  jne  to  SUSpect  that  he  must  havc 

Ibod  ii  often  admitted,  and  variouf  other  abuaes  l„v^t!^  ;«!lJ!«!i.   Iv^J      rJ«   ;•«,,« ^    T 

too  easily  practiwd.  taken  improper  food.    On  inquiry   1 


HIP  DISEASE  AND  LUMBAR  ABSCESS.  195 

foand  that  he  had  eaten  Toraciously  aie  very  rare;  and  indeed  I  have  never 
the  day  before  of  some  that  had  been  met  wiUi  more  than  one  instance  of  the 
procured  for  him.  He  died  five  days  kind.  This  was  in  the  case  of  John 
after  this  occurrence.  Garrod,  at,  9,  admitted  May  18,  1837. 
The  appearances  after  death  were  as  The  local  symptoms  were  as  follows. 
foUowB :  —  Chest :  The  substance  of  Circumscribed  nardness  and  fulness  of 
both  lungs  occupied  throughout  with  the  nates;  ^reat  pain  on  percussion 
miliary  tubercles,  proceeding  to  suppu-  over  the  articulation;  the  limb  short- 
radon  at  their  summits;  the  walls  of  ened,  the  toe  scarcely  touching  the 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  hvper-  ground,  although  there  was  no  con-  . 
trophied.  Abdomen :  Liver  much  en-  traction  of  the  knee ;  great  pain  in  the 
larged  and  adipous;  pancreas  unusually  hip  and  knee  at  night,  and  in  the  re- 
firm  and  granular.  The  mucous  surface  cumbent  posture.  He  complained  of 
of  the  intestines,  from  the  duodenum  to  much  uneasiness  on  pressure  in  the 
the  rectum,  presented  throughout  nu-  lumbar  region  of  the  same  side,  and 
merous  patches  of  ulceration,  which,  there  was  considerable  fulness,  together 
in  some  places,  had  nearly  destroyed  with  tenderness,  and  a  sensation  of  flue- 
the  peritoneal  covering.  The  colon  tuation  at  the  lower  part  of  the  ab- 
was  much  contracted,  and  contained  domen. 

acme  scybalous  matter.  Local  disease:  He  stated  that  about  seventeen  months 

Abscess  in  the  substance  of  the  left  prior  to  his  admission,  he  fell,  in  con- 

psoas  muscle,  commencing  opposite  the  sequence  of   treading  on  a  piece  of 

second    lumbar  vertebra,  which    had  orange-peel,  and  struck  the  hip  violently; 

descended  over  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  and  that  ever  since  the  complaint  had 

(producing  caries),  and  formed  a  large  been  on  the  increase.     Some  time  pre- 

sac  in  the  thigh,  extending  nearly  to  vious  to  this  he  said  that  he  experienced 

the  knee:  the  adjacent  muscles  were  slight  injury  to  the  spine  from  a  sprain ; 

entirely  divested  of  cellular  tissue.  The  but  there  was  no  reason  for  supposing 

sheath  of  the  femoral  vessels  was  en-  that  this  had  any  effect,  as  the  symp-  ' 

tirely  laid  bare  for  a  considerable  dis-  toms  commenced  simultaneously. 

tance,  but  was  in  a  healthy  condition.  From  what  has  been  said  of  the 

In    my   observations    on   the  local  difiiculty  of  the  diagnosis,  I  will  here 

and  general  treatment  of  these   dis-  take  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  brief 

orders,  my   aim  has  been  simply  to  summary  ot  the  symptoms  wnich  char 

lay  down  a  few  leading  rules,  such  as  racterize  them. 

have  i4>peared  to  me  most  worthy  of  at-  In  hip  disease,  flattening  of  the  nates, 
tention ;  for  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  uncertain  eait,  apparent  lengthening  of 
do  more  than  this,  when  we  consider  the  the  limb  from  canting  of  the  pelvis; 
extent  of  functional  distiu*bance,  and  the  pain  confined  chiefly  to  the  articulation, 
varie^  of  structure  involved  in  these  ascertainable  on  percussing  the  tro- 
affections,  requiring  all  our  skill  and  chanter ;  rotation,  outwards  and  in- 
judgment  to  direct  the  treatment,  which  wards,  flexion  and  extension,  produce 
must  constantly  vary  according  to  the  pain.  In  stooping  to  pick  up  any  thing 
exigencies  of  the  case.  For  my  own  from  the  ground  the  patient  bends  the 
part  I  am  very  far  from  believing  in  the  knee,  but  does  not  flex  the  thigh  on 
favourite  maxim  of  some  members  of  the  pelvis ;  less  suffering  in  the  recum- 
the  profession,  'Uhat  time  does  wonders  bent  posture.  As  the  disease  advances, 
in  alleviating  scrofulous  diseases."  lengtnenin^  of  the  limb  from  the  de- 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  struction  ot  the  ligamentum  teres ;  cir- 
instances  in  which  patients  do  recover,  cumscribed  hardness  and  fulness  of  the 
under  change  of  air,  wholesome  diet,  nates ;  altered  situation  of  the  great 
&c.  with  little  or  no  medical  treatment ;  trochanter;  shortening  of  the  limb  from 
but  these  form  tlie  exception,  in  my  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur 
opinion,  and  not  the  rule.  We  have  on  the  dorsum  ilii,  &c. ;  suppuration 
seen  that  affections  of  .the  joint  may  not  generally  profuse,  and  not  always 
ensue  as  a  consequence  of  psoas  abscess,  present. 

but  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  In  lumbar  abscess^  flattening  of  the 
both  diseases  may  arise  at  one  and  the  nates,  uncertain  gait,  frequent  stum- 
same  time  :  yet,  as  f^  as  my  own  bling,  canting  of  the  pelvis,  and  ap- 
obserration  has  extended,  such  cases  parent  lengthening  of  the  limb;  par- 
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Hal  flexion  of  the  thigh  and  knee ;  the  sole  boundary  of  an  enormous  ab« 
rotation  outwards,  and  extension,  pro-  scess,  the  sac  of  which  was  filled  wiUi 
ductive  of  pain;  none  caused  by  flexion  pus  and  dark  coagulated  blood  :  there 
and  rotation  inwards.  Pains  in  the  werp  two  orifices,  one  situated  on  the 
hip  and  knee,  at  first  erratic,  afterwards  upper  and  outer  side  of  the  thiffh;  ano- 
constant,  more  especially  at  nieht,  and  ther,  which  had  formed  over  me  sacro- 
in  the  recumbent  posture ;  thigh  flexed  iliac  synchondrosis  a  few  days  prior  to 
on  the  pelvis  when  Iving.  Absence  of  death,  from  •  which  a  profuse  hsmor- 
pain  on  percussing  tne  trochanter ;  its  rha^  took  place,  and  terminated  fatally 
prominence  from  position  of  the  limb  in  about  thirty-six  hours :  the  cicatrix 
greater  as  the  disease  advances.  Ces-  of  a  large  issue,  placed  behind  the 
sation  of  pain  (constituting  the  second  trochanter,  was  in  a  state  of  incipient 
stage)  as  the  matter  gravitates  and  sloughing  on  its  inner  sur&ce. 
quits  the  psoas  muscle,  followed  by  a  Chest, — Several  small  scattered  tuber- 
soft  fluctuating  tumor  of  the  nates  (the  cles  at  the  summit  of  the  right  lung ; 
great  trochanter  retaining  its  natural  a  vomica,  about  the  size  of  a  small  nat, 
position),  or  on  the  inner  side  of  the  near  its  anterior  surface ;  slight  bat 
thi^b.  Frequent  exit  of  matter  in  the  long- standing  pleuritic  adhesions  on 
vicinity  of  the  articulation ;  profuse  the  left  side ;  traces  of  recent  inflam- 
discharge ;  shortening  of  the  limb  from  mation  at  the  lower  part  of  the  lung, 
contraction  of  the  hip  and  knee-joints.       Abdomen. — Liver  slightly  indurated. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  several  and  somewhat  altered  in  structure^  in- 
post-mortem  examinations  of  cases  of  dining  to  nutmeg;  scybalous  accumnla- 
lumbar  abscess,  whiph^adbeen  treated  tions  in  the  colon, 
as  disease  of  the  hip-joint : —  Daniel    Macarty,    set.    7,   admitted 

£.   F.    Reynolds,  set.   12,  admitted  May    18th,  died  July  20th,  1S39. — 

May  20th;  died  Au^t  13,  1837. —  Abscess  commencing  in  the  poas muscle, 

Caries  of  the  bodies  of  the  second  and  opposite   the   last    lumbar    vertebra, 

third   lumbar    vertebree,      and    brim  descending  beneath  the  fascia  iUaca, 

of  the    pelvis ;    abscess   in    the    left  passing  over  the  brim  of  the  pelvis : 

psoas    muscle;     total    destruction    of  diseas^  state  of  the  (periosteum  and 

the  cotyloid  cavity,  and  of  the  head>a!fid  subjacent    bone    at    this    point:    the 

neck  of  the  femur ;  entire  destruction  cotyloid  cavitv,  together  Mrith  the  head 

of  the  soft  parts ;  the  integuments  of  the  and  neck  of  tne  femur,  were  in  a  state 

hip  and  thigh  alone  constituting  the  of  caries;  a  small  perforation  was  found 

boundary  of  a   vast   abscess  :    there  at  the  bottom  of  the  former ;   an  enor- 

were  three  openings,   two  of  which  moiis  ulcer,  situated  over  the  great  tro- 

had  arisen  from  the  sloughing  of  the  chanter,  formed  by  the  sloughing  of 

cicatrices  of  two  large  issues  in  the  the  integuments  in  the  previous  situa- 

vicinity  of  the  joint,  and  which  had  tion  of  a  large  bUster,  was  the  outlet  of 

caused  severe  sufferings  during   life,  the  abscess. 

The  liver  was  enlarged  as  well  as  the        Chest.  —About  four  ounces  of  fluid 

spleen;    the   former  viscus  had  con-  in  the  pleura  of  the  right  side;    the 

tracted  strong  adhesions  to  the  dia-  pericardial  sac  contained  rather  more 

phragm ;  the  pancreas  was  granulated,  than  an  ounce  of  serum, 
and  considerablv  altered  from  its  natu-        Abdomen,  —  Contained   nearly   two 

ral  structure  and  appearance.  pints  of  fluid ;  liver  much  enlarged  aoid 

£.  Hewlett,  let.  9,  admitted  May  11,  indurated,  presenting  a  palish  mottled 

1839,  died  July  following.  —  Abscess  appearance  on  incision,  approaching  to 

situated  in  the  right  psoas   muscle ;  aaipous  degeneration ;  the  gall«>bla&er 

the  sac,  which  was  small,  commencing  was  distended  to  neaily  thrae  times  its 

opposite  the  third  lumbar  vertebrse;  natural  dimensions,  and  contained  a 

tne  spine  free  from  caries ;    carious  viscid  straw-coloured  fluid ;  the  spleen 

state  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  the  rather  small,    indurated,   and    of    a 

matter  had  gravitated  along  the  course  brightishredqplour;  thestructoreofthe 

of  the  psoas  muscle,  producing  caries  pancreas  was  unusually  dense ;   tuber- 

.  of  the  cotyloid  cavity,  and  of  the  head  culated  state  of  the  mesenteric  glands, 

and  neck  of  the  femur ;  the  soft  parts  with  disease  of  theglandulieagminats; 

were  entireW  destroyed,  and  the  in-  scybalous  accumulations  in  the  colon, 
teguments  of  the  hip  and  thigh  formed       Nancy  Lockington,  set.  9,  admitted 
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M»r  9th,  and  discharged  Oct.  23, 1839.  cartilage.  On  cutting  through  it  I  found 

— The  |)atient  did  not  die  until  the  the  parts  in  a  highly  softened  state ;  the 

following  winter,  when  I  had  an  op«  cancellous  structure  of  the  hone  could 

portunityofa  post-mortem  examination,  scarcely  he  recognised.    Chest:  slight 

The  ahecess  was  situated  in  the  left  pleuritic  adhesions  on  both  sides.    The 

psoas    muscle,    and    had    descended  thorax  contained  about  twelve  ounces 

oeneath   the   iliac   fascia,    producing  of  serum,  and  the  pericardium  three. 

caries  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  in-  Miliary  tubercles  scattered  throughout 

cipient  consecutive  disease  of  the  hip-  the  substance  of  both  lungs.    Abdo- 

joints      The  child    died  of  phthisis,  men :  liver  enlarged,  firmer  than  natu* 

The  left  lun^  was  completely  solidified,  ral,  highly  congested,  and   here  and 

from  summit  to  base,  by  tubercular  there  of  a  mottled  yellow  colour.    The 

deposit,  and  there  was  an  enormous  gall-bladder  distended  with  bile  of  a 

cavity  in  the  eentre :  there  were  other  very  bright  yellow.     Spleen  unusually 

appearances  of  visceral  disease,  but  as  I  hard,   containing  a   small  tubercular 

dia  not  take  notes  of  the  case  at  the  deposit  in  its  substance, 

lime,  I  am  unable  to  enumerate  them.  t«        t         o.        . 

Frederick    Rose,   eet   18,    admitted  Remarks  on  Sea  Av,  Baikmg,  ^c. 

May  13th;  died  the  22nd  of  the  same  The  curative  influence  exercised  by  sea 

month.— Small  abscess  sitnated  in  the  air  and  bathing,  on  scrofulous  diseases, 

ri^ht  psoas  muscle,  the  matter  from  seems,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 

which  had  descended  beneath  the  iliac  observe,  generally  admitted  by  the  ma- 

fescia,  over  the  brim    of  the  *  pelvis  jority  of  the  medical  profession :  such 

(which  was  sMghtlv  carious)  to  the  hip-  being   the   case,  it  may  appear  pre- 

joint ;  the  cotyioia  cavity  was  entirely  sumptuous  on  my  part  to  combat  an 

destroyed  by  caries,  as  well  as  the  head  opinion  so  commonly  received :  never- 

of  the  femur ;  there  was  total  destruc-  tneless  1  will  venture  to  offer  a  few 

tion  of  the  soft  parts,  so  that  the  in-  remarks    on  this  subject,   which    are 

teguments  of  the  hip  and  thigh  were  somewhat  opposed  to  it. 

the  boundaries  of  a  vast  abscess ;    the  It  seems  to  me  that  a  residence  at 

head  of  the  femur  protruded  through  the  sea-side  acts  as  variously  on  the  con- 

an  opening  which  formed  the  outlet  stitutions  of  scrofulous  patients  as  it 

to  the  abscess  during  life.  does  upon  those  who  labour  under  other 

Thoracic  viscera  healthy.  chronic  diseases.      The  opportunities 

Abdomem  — Liver  enlarged,  adipous,  for  observation  are  ample ;  for  almost 

and  of  an  uniform  duU  yeUow  colour  every  variety  of  chronic  affection  may 

throuehout  its  whole  substance ;  strong  *be  witnessed  at  one  time  or  other  at 

adhesions  to  the  diaphragm.     Spleen  this  Infirmary,  especially  among  the 

enlarsed  and  solidified;  pancreas  small,  out-door  patients.      Some  individuals, 

atropnous,  fiiabby,  and  of  a  dull  reddish  on  their  arrival,  experience  an  exacer- 

hue.  bation  of  their  symptoms,  loss  of  appe- 

Eleanor  Stephens,  mt  12,  admitted  tite,   and  other  derangement  of    the 

May  16 ;  died  July  19, 1840.    Abscess  general  health,  and  an  increase  of  the 

sitnated  in  the  rieht  psoas  muscle,  aris-  local  disorder;    upon  others,  little  or 

ing  from  caries  of  the  last  lumbar  ver-  no  apparent  eflect  is  produced ;  whilst 

tebra;    the  body  of  the   latter  being  a  certain  number  derive  so  much  benefit 

nearly  destroyed  by  it :  the  matter  haid  in  a  short  time  that  it  would  lead  one 

descended  beneath   the   fascia  iliaca,  to  imagine  that  a  speedy  cure    was 

following   the   course   of   the   psoas  about  to  be  effected;    and  in  a  few 

musde,  to  the  hip,  communicating  with  instances  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it 

two  orifices,  one  on  the  upper  and  in-  really  happens.    If  a  sea-side  residence 

ner  side  of  the  thigh ;  the  other  near  were  so  fovourable  to  the  cure  of  scro- 

thc  great  trochanter.      The  capsular  fulous  maladies    generally,    it  would 

ligament  of  the  hip-joint  was  entire ;  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  those 

but  on  examining  tne  cavity  the  liga-  who  lived  on  the  sea-coast  should  be 

mentum  teres  presented  a  purple  tinge,  particularly  free  from  its  influence ;  but 

and  was  somewhat  thickened.    On  ex-  this  is    contrarv  to   the    fact.      The 

amining  the  head  of  the  femur   I  ob-  causes  of  the  tuberculous,  or  phthisical 

served  a  blackened  appearance,  which  diathesis  are  as  common  to  it  as  to  other 

was  perceptible  through  the  investing  parts  of  this  country ;  some  locahties,- 
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indeed,  being  more  favourable  to  its  tions  of  the  joints,  spine,  rheumatic 
production  than  others.  Some  of  the  affections,  &c.,  and  are  often  productiye 
severest  cases  of  strumous  disease  re-  of  great  relief, 
ceived  at  the  Infirmary  have  occurred  _  _  -  ,  «  ^  . 
amongst  those  who  have  been  bred  and  On  the  use  of  the  Preparatitms  qf  Iodine. 
bom  at  the  sea-side.  Phthisis,  the  In  the  year  1832, 1  was  requested  by 
most  destructive  form  of  scrofulous  dis-  Br.  Canham  (to  whom  the  infirmary 
case,  is  common  on  the  sea-coast.*  must  ever  remain  indebted  for  the  in- 
It  may  appear,  perhaps,  from  the  pre-  troduction  of  the  iodine  treatment^  to 
ceding  observations,  that  I  consider  sea  read  M.  LugoPs  treatise  on  scrotula, 
air,  &c.  prejudicial  to  strumous  affec-  and  to  place  some  patients  under 
tions  generally:  this,  however,  is  far  the  treatment.  From  the  very  little 
from  being  tne  case;  they  are  only  knowledge  I  then  possessed  of  those 
offered  as  a  caution  to  those  who  en-  preparations  I  felt  vciy  sceptical  as  to 
tertain  an  idea  of  their  specific  influence  the  result,  and  entered  on  the  plan  with 
in  curing  them.  Sir  Arthur  Clarke,  of  some  reluctance.  It  was  begun  in  one 
Dublin,  (who  had  extensive  opportuni-  ward  only ;  but  it  very  soon  became 
ties  for  observation)  in  his  Treatise  on  obvious  that  iodine  was  a  remedy  of 
Bathing  states,  that  he  never  saw  any  much  efficacy  and  power.  The  ex- 
good  ansing  from  it  in  these  cases.  In  cellent  effect  produced  on  scrofulous 
my  opinion,  nowcver,  sea-Lathing,  judi-  ulcers  generally  was  remarkable ;  sores 
ciously  conducted,  and  combined  with  hitherto  unmanageable  soon  assumed 
proper  care  and  attention  to  the  general  a  healthy  aspect ;  glandular  tumors 
Bealth,  is  often  of  the  greatest  service,  were  readily  absorbed  under  its  influ- 
If  much  visceral  disturbance  exists,  I  ence,  or  got  rid  of  by  suppuration, 
have  invariably  found  cold  bathing  un-  The  peculiar  power  of  remeaying  ill 
certain,  and  often  injurious  in  its  effects :  formed  cicatrices,  noticed  by  M .  Lugol, 
the  warm  bath  forms  a  much  safer  could  not  fail  to  strike  our  observation, 
means  in  such  cases ;  but  even  this  Chronic  abscesses,  which  had  hitherto 
should  be  carefully  used.  The  ob-  resisted  all  the  ordinary  means,  soon 
ject  of  all  bathing  is  the  same,  viz.  healed  under  its  influence. 
to  excite  an  action  on  the  skin  in  a  It  would  be  foreign  to  my  present 
greater  or  less  degree ;  and  whenever  purpose  to  offer  any  more  than  a  few 
It  fails  to  produce  this  effect,  some  cursory  observations  on  its  mode  of 
mischief  commonly  follows.  The  mode  application  at  the  Infirmary.  A  mOd 
of  cold  bathing  adopted  at  the  In-  omtmentofiodine,  and  iodine  of  potass, 
firmary  consists  in  immersing  the  is  commonly  used  as  a  simple  dressing 
patients  once  or  twice  only,  and  to  the  sores  ;  and  the  use  of  sea-water 
not  allowing  them  to  remain  in  (which  formed  a  very  irritating  applica- 
any  longer  than  is  necessary  to  ac-  tion  to  the  wounds,  generally  speaaing) 
complish  this.  The  warm  bath  is  is  for  the  most  part  abandoned  for  the 
usually  applied  at  a  heat  of  96  or  98  iodine  lotions.  lodurerted  fomentations 
degrees,  and  persevered  in  for  ten  are  much  used,  and  are  found  highly 
or  fifteen  minutes.  My  own  plan  useful  in  some  forms  of  the  disease, 
of  late  years  has  been  to  use  it  of  especially  in  strumous  ophthalmia, 
the  latter  heat,  only  idlowing  the  The  ointments  of  iod.  of  mercury,  sul- 
patient  to  remain  in  five  or  six  mi-  phur,  and  lead,  have  been  found  very 
nutes.  I  have  been  induced  to  adopt  useful,  especiallv  in  certain  forms  of 
this  method,  as  I  have  found  it  far  skin  disease.  The  internal  exhibition 
more  beneficial  than  a  longer  time,  of  the  remedy  is  now  chiefly  confined 
In  using  the  vapour  baths  it  is  best  not  to  the  iodides  of  potass,  iron,  and  mer- 
to  immerse  the  head.  Few  patients  can  cury  j  the  latter  is  prepared  from  LugoPa 
sustain  a  course  of  bathing  with  the  formula,  and  not  from  the  Pharnuu 
whole  person  exposed  to  the  influence  of  copoeia. 

the  vapour,  without  injury  to  the  general  in  careful  hands  the  various  prepara- 

health.     The  douche  baths,  warm  and  tionsofiodinecannot  fail  to  prove  highly 

cold,  form  an  admirable  relief  in  affec-  beneficial  and  useful;  and  their  intro- 

— duction  must  be  considered  one  of  the 

•  Whenever  patients  «re  nweiTed  at  the  Inflr-  greatest     improvements     in     modem 

ntry  in  the  hitter  stsg^,  the  Bjrmptonift  invariably  therapeutics. 
incresM. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^^^^^  ^^r  teaching,  yet  it  has  been  but 

too  evident  that  the  limited  means  of 

^Wday,4/in/23, 1841.  practically  studying  the  most  impor- 

—  tant  departments  of  the  science — ^ana- 

'*  Uccf  onmRnu,  licet  etiam  mihi,  difpniutem  tomy    and     clinical     medicine — have 

poblicom  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao."  P^t  »^  ^^^  ^f  their  power  to  give  their 

CioKao.  pupils  that  knowledge  which  they  felt 
"~~  to  be  necessary  to  practitioners.    Cer- 
THE  NEW  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  tificates  of   having  attended  hospital 
UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE.  practice  in  other  places  than  Cambridge 
OvR  readers  will  have  observed  with  have  therefore  been  for  many  years  re- 
some  interest  that  the  University  of  quired ;  and  in  general  it  has  been  sup^ 
Cambridge  has  taken  part  in  the  pre-  posed  (though  not  expressly  required) 
sent    general    movement    in    medical  that  anatomy  has  been  studied  by  dissec- 
a£liii8y  and  has  published  a  new  scheme  tion  in  London  or  elsewhere.  In  the  pre- 
of  medical  education  for  those  who  are  sent  scheme,  however,  foreign  study  is 
desirous  of  its  Hcense  to  practise.    The  demanded  to  a  much  greater  extent. 
main  object  of  the  scheme,  of  which  Lectures  must  now  be  attended  on  all 
we  gave  a  copy  a  fortnight  since,  ap-  the  old  subjects,  and,  also,  on  medical 
pears  to  be  to  increase  tlie  length  of  jurisprudence,  surgery,  midwifery,  and 
study,  and  to  add  several  new  subjects  practical  anatomy, — all  of  them  lectures 
to  those  with  which  an  acquaintance  which  neither  ever  have  been,  nor  are 
has  hitherto  been  required.    Its  pub-  ever  at  all  likely  to  be,  delivered  within 
lication    has    excited    much    surprise  the  precincts  of  the  University. 
among  those  acquainted  with  the  usual  Now  we  cannot  but  greatly  doubt 
proceedings  of  the  University,  in  con-  the  wisdom  of  a  measure  such  as  this. 
sequence  of  its  tacitly  admitting  some  If  the  University  has  hitherto  had  any 
important  principles  to  which  the  au-  reputation  for  the  medical  education 
thorities  had  hitherto  been  supposed  which  it  has  afforded,  and  which,  as 
adverse,  and  of  its  tending  to  give  the  far  as  it  went,  has  always  been  of  the 
system  of  Cambridge  medical  education  highest  order,  this  scheme  must  tend 
more  of  that  popular  and  general  cha-  to  neutralize  that  reputation,  by  admit- 
racter  which  had  hitherto  been  pecu-  ting,  even  in  this  limited  extent  of 
liar  to  the  younger  universities.  study,  a  suspicion  of  inferiority  or  in- 
It  is  admitted  now  in  words,  which  sufficiency.      By  allowing  and  even 
has  long  been  matter  of  fact,  that  the  encouraging  its  candidates  for  the  li- 
University  does  not  afford  all  the  edu-  cense  to  obtain  all  their  medical  know- 
cation  which  its  examinations  require  ledge  in  the  metropolitan  schools,  the 
that  the    candidates    for    its    degrees  University  goes  far  towards  assuming 
should  have  received.    Hitherto    the  the  character  of  a  mere  diploma^giving 
standard  of  the  exsmiinations  (at  least  body,  and  towards  enteiing  into  a  class 
as  far   as  the  questions  asked    gave  of  institutions  by  whose  association  it 
evidence  of  it)  has  been  much  above  cannot  but  be  deeply  disgraced.     It  is 
that  of  the  instruction  afforded  in  the  evident  that  the  tendency  of  these  regu- 
Univerdty  itself.      For    although  its  lations  will  be  to  make  all  Cambridge 
Professors  of  Anatomy,  Medicine,  Che-  medical  students  attend  their  lectures 
mistry,  and  Botany,  are  second  to  none  in  London ;  for  some  of  those  required 
in  the  extent  and  depth  of  their  several  are  not  given  at  all  in  Cambridge,  and 
scientific  acquirements,  and  in  their  for  these  therefore  they  must  study  in 
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London,   or   in  some   large   medical  subjects  more  or   less  irrelevant    to 
school ;  and  of  coarse,  as  a  matter  of  the  actual  practice  of  medicine.    And 
conyenience,  the  majority  will  attend  against  this  objection  the  only  rational 
theirlecturesat  the  same  time  and  place,  answer  ever  made  has  been,  that  the 
and  will  therefore  separate  themselves  study  of  these  subjects  has  a  tendency 
as  much  as  possible  fh>m  the  Univer-  to  elevate  the  mind,  and  to  increase 
sity,  with  which  it  would  have  been  for  the  intellectual  capacity,  of  the  sta- 
many  reasons  desirable  that  their  con-  dent ;  to  prevent  his  becoming  a  mere 
nection  should  be  maintained.  It  seems  empirical    practitioner,    and   to    give 
to  have  been  forgotten  that  the  defects  him,  as  far  as  possible,  the  exalted 
of  the  system  hitherto  have  been  those  tastes,  and  the  powers,  of  the  man  of 
of  a  want  not  of  oral  but  of  clinical  science.    Whether  they  do  so  or  not 
and    practical   instruction,    and    that  may  be  much  questioned;  we  greatly 
against  these  the  present  arrangement  doubt  it;  and  are,  at  any  rate,  sure  that 
does  not  provide  much  more  than  the  the  general  discipline  of  the  intellect 
former  did ;  while  ic  adds  nothing  of  ought  to  be  completed  before  the  study 
importance  or  value  to  the  pnelectional  of  medicine  is  commenced ;  for  surely 
part  of  education,  to  compensate  for  the  it  is  absurd   that  a  man  should  be 
discredit  which  it  casts  on  that  which  studying  a  science,  and  learning  to 
has  hitherto  been  ^ven.    We  repeat,  study,  at  the  same  time.    However,  as 
therefore,  that  by  almost  ceasing  to  we  have  said,  this  is  the  best  argument 
offer  to  educate  physicians,  and  to  ren-  that  can  be  advanced  for  the  introdue- 
der  its  graduates  fit  for  the  reception  of  tion  of  the  collateral  sciences,  into  the 
its  diplomas,  the  University  of  Cam-  course  of  medical  studies, 
bridge  is  in    danger  of   falling  into        But,  for  this  purpose,  these  scieneea 
the    same  class    with    those    of  £r-  are,  or  ought  to  be,  altogether  unne- 
langen,  Tubingen,  and   others,    that  cessary  to  Cambridge  graduates.    The 
confer  degrees  on  those  with  whom  previous  studies  of  the  Univeraity  have 
they  have  before  had  no  connection  for  their  especial  object  to  render  them 
whatever.    Of  course  we  do  not  mean  fitfor  the  study  of  all  other  sciences)  and 
that  it  can  ever  foil  to  their  level ;  we  in  reference  to  the  science  of  medicine, 
eannot    imagine   circumstances   that  toteachthem,  ifnottobephysiciansyat 
would  so  degrade  it ;  but  the  danger  is  least  how  they  may  learn  to  become  so. 
lest  it  should  foil  to  the  same  class  with  The  intellectual  discipline  of  the  gra- 
them,  and  others,  in  which  diplomas,  duate  is  supposed  to  be  perfected  when 
but  no  adequate  instruction,  are  given,  he  takes  his  degree  in  arts,  or  has  kept 
That  such  an  error  as  this  appears  to  the  terms  necessary  for  that  degree; 
us  should  be  committed,  is  the  more  he  might  therefore,  and  ought  to,  pro- 
strange,  when  it  is  considered  how  little  ceed  at  once  to  the  practical  study  of 
it  is  necessary  that  Cambridge  gra^  the  science  of  his  profession.    To  him 
duates  should  be  subjected  to  Uie  courM  chemistry  and  botany  should  be  only 
of   education    now  made  compulsory  adjuncts  to  physiology,  which,  if  any 
upon  them.   The  present  curriculum  is  one  can  do  it,  he  ought  to  be  able  to 
actually,  as  far  as  lectures  are  con-  contemplate  in  all  its  wide  extent,  as  a 
ccmed,    almost    identical    with    that  science  involvingthe  applications  of  the 
established  by  the  Society  of  Apothe-  principlesofncarly  all  sciences,  whether 
caries,  against  which  the  most  reason*  of  dead  or  living  matter.    To  practical 
able  complaint  has  always  been,  that  medicine,  chemistry  and  botany,  as  at 
it  requires  the  study  of  a  number  of  present  taught,  they  have  no  direct  rei 


THE  NSW  RBOUUlTIOIf 8  09  TH£  UNIYEBSItY  OF  CiUtfBRIDGE.    SOI 

• 

lationwhaterer;  nnlesBthey  an  studied  knowledge  to  the  judgment  which  all 

as  sciences  merely,  and  forthe  sake  of  in-  their  previous  system  of  education  was 

tellectual  exercise,  for  which  purpose  intended  to  cultivate  and  to  perfect, 

mathematics  and  comparative  anatomy  Why  should  they  tie  down  their  eandi- 

would  answer  as  well  or  better,  they  dates  to  all  the  annoyances  of  attend- 

are  absolutely  unnecessary  even  to  the  ing  this  and  that  course  of  lectures, 

ordinary  medical  student  To  the  Cam-  when  it  might  be  both  easier  and  better 

bridge  graduate  we  are  bound  to  regard  for  them  to  study  the  subject  by  actual 

them  as  superfluous.  practice  ?     We  should  have  been  less 

Again,  with  regard  to  medical  juris-  surprised  if  regulations  had  been  pub- 
prudence.  It  is  plain  that  this  can  con-  lished  absolving  graduates  from  all 
sist  only  in  the  application  of  the  facts  necessity  of  attending  lectures,  than  we 
and  principles  of  medicine  in  general  are  at  that  before  us :  such  a  scheme, 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  though  fraught  with  danger  in  the  case 
they  become  mixed  with  questions  of  of  the  great  mass  of  medical  students 
law ;  and  in  all  these  a  generally  (whose  deficiency  is  generally  an  in- 
well-educated  man  must  be  supposed  ability  to  study  aright,  rather  than  an 
able  to  make  the  applications  for  him-  inability  to  learn  what  is  put  before 
sel(  in  each  case  in  which  he  is  called  them),  would,  we  believe,  have  been 
upon  to  do  so.  It  would  be  a  scandal  perfectly  safe  to  Cambridge  graduates, 
on  the  general  system  of  the  Cambrfdge  At  any  rate,  all  the  instruction  by 
education  to  suppose  that  those  who  lectures  which  they  can  be  supposed 
have  received  all  its  advantages  are  to  need  might  well  have  continued  to 
incapable  of  doing  thus  much  without  be  supplied  by  their  oWn  professors; 
special  instruction ;  yet  this  one  is  and  charged  with  this,  and  with  their 
almost  compelled  to  suppose,  on  the  intellectual  powers  strengthened  by 
evidence  afforded  by  the  recently  pub-  their  exercise  in  the  ordinary  studies  of 
lished  curriculunu  the  University,  they  might  safely  be 

On  the  whole,  the  scheme  seems  trusted  to  work  their  own  way  in  the 
to  us  very  objectionable.  It  places  great  field  of  medical  science.  To 
the  graduate  of  a  distinguished  Uni-  suppose  the  contrary  would  be  to  set 
venity  on  almost  exactly  the  same  oneself  against  the  evidence  of  all  past 
level  as  the  student  who  has  just  left  a  experience,  which  has  manifestly  shown 
country  grammar-school.  It  seems  to  that  under  their  old  system  the  doctors 
suppose'  the  one  as  little  capable  of  of  the  English  universities  have  been 
guiding  himself  in  his  studies,  or  of  able  at  all  times  to  place  themselves  in 
appreciating,  by  his  knowledge  of  the  the  very  first  ranks  of  their  profession, 
principles  of  universal  science,  the  and  against  the  existing  fact  of  their 
facts  of  a  new  branch  of  it,  as  the  being  at  the  present  day  in  no  wise  in- 
other.  If  the  University  authorities  ferior  to  any  of  those  whose  system  of 
deem  a  knowledge  of  all  the  prescribed  education  is  in  future  to  be  imitated, 
subjects  essential  to  the  character  of  Another  objection  urged  against  the 
an  accomplished  practitioner — and  on  new  scheme  is,  that  it  is  made  retro- 
this  we  would  not  dispute  —  they  spective,  and  will,  therefore,  fall  very 
needed  only  to  have  given  out  that  inconveniently  on  many  who  have  been 
these  subjects  would  be  included  in  the  leisurely  pursuing  their  medical  educa- 
examinations ;  but  they  might  surely  tion,  in  the  belief  that  the  old  system 
have  left  the  mode  of  attaining  such  would  be  continued,  at  least  as  far  as 
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their  interests  were  concerned.     We  can  never  hope  to  enjoy  the  privilege 

are  not  aware  of  any  good  reason  why,  of  his  warm  and  hearty  fcendship. 

.    ,,  .    .    ^          ^1.        •     •  1    i^'AV.    *  Your  obedient  servant, 

in  this  instance,  the  principle  hitherto  George  Gregory,  M.D. 

ahnost   universally  acted    on    in    the  si,  weymouth  street, 

University,  of  making  all  changes  en-  Apni  w,  i8#i. 

tirely  prospective,  should  have  been  John  Winkfield  was  bom  at  King's 

departed  from.     We  can  hardly  sup-  Langley,  Hertfordshire,   on  the  12th 

pose  that  it  was  thou^t  necessary  to  Marc^,  1752-a  memorable  yew,  when 

*  ,.  .  ^  J*  .,  the  old  style  was  changed  for  the  new. 
do  this  in  order  to  avoid  an  ac  ^^  parente  were  respectable  people, 
cusation  of  indifference  or  bigotted  at-  ©f  small  independent  property.  They 
tachment  to  old  things :  the  steady  had  nine  children,  eiglit  eirls  and  an 
progress  of  improvement  which    has  only  son,  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

1         u    ^       ._     .     ^„„„  ^«„«,f  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  Jolin 

long  been  going  on  m  many  depart-  ^y^^^f,^^^  \,^    apprenticed    to    Dr. 

ments  of  the  University,  would  have  ^5^1,^^  ^f  Luton,  with  whom  he  re- 
secured  it  against  conviction  on  such  sided  for  seven  years.  On  the  termi- 
an  indictment;  and  surely,  if  there  were  nation  of  his  apprenticeship  he  pro- 
no  very  urgent  reason  for  the  present  needed  t^  London,  and  became  a  pupil 
.  :^  **  .,  ,,,  ,  1.  xi.  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  He 
precipitancy,  it  would  have  been  better  ^^^^j^,^  g^^gg,.y  ^^^^^  -^^f  p^^^ ^  ^^^ 

both  for  the  convenience  of  those  with  could  not  have  devoted  much  time  to 

whose   plans    the    new    scheme    will  the  instructions  of  this  great  master  j 

materially  interfere,  and  for  the  main-  ^or,  in  1772,  we  find  him,  after  passing 

*  c*i,  J  ji  *  IT  u  J  a  creditable  examination,  commencing 
tenanceofthe  good  and  long  established  ^^^^.^^  ^^  Market  Street,  being  then 

principle     of    avoiding    retrospective  only  twenty  years  of  age.     In  that  vil- 

changes,  to  hdve  shielded  all  but  future  lage  Winkfield  continued  to  practise 

students  in  medicine  from  the  demands  for  the  unprecedented  period  of  sixty- 

J    I.     J                       .  t^'o  years,  during  which  time  he  had 

of   the    new  and  burdensome   cum-  successively  seven  partners.    He  finally 

culum.   '  retired  from  business  m  1834,  when  he 

^^d  attained  the  age  of  82.  Mr.  Charles 

Sweeney,    now    of    Upper    Seymour 

BIOGRAPHICAL  Street,  succeeded  him. 

MEMOIIJ  OF  MR.  WINKFIELD.  Winkfield,  in  the  course  of  his  medi- 

cal  career,   enjoyed  the  fnendsnip  of 

■  many  of  our  first  surgeons.     Sir  Astley 

lb  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  Cooper,  Mr.  CUne,  and  Mr.  Abemethy, 

knew  him  mtimately,  and  always  spoke 
^^*'  of  him  with  affectionate  regard..  Aber- 
I  HAVE  ventured  to  indulge  the  belief,  nethy  makes  honourable  mention  of 
that  a  brief  memoir  of  the  life  and  cha-  him  in  one  of  his  works.  For  those 
racter  of  a  real  country  surgeon — "  a  luminaries  of  surgery  Winkfield  enter- 
man  to  all  the  country  dear''— who,  for  tained  feelings  of  regard  approaching 
upwards  of  half  a  century,  ruled  with-  to  devotion.  Often  have  1  heard  him 
out  a  rival  in  all  medical  matters  over  repeat  with  pride  the  casual  remark  of 
an  extensive  district  of  Hertfordshire,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  when  Winkfield  had 
will  not  be  without  interest  to  a  large  expressed  his  admiration  of  some  mas- 
body  of  your  readers.  Those  among  terly  effort  of  Sir  Astley's  skill,  "  You 
them  to  whom  the  name  of  old  Wink-  are  a  irreat  operator  yourself,  Mr  Wink- 
field, of  Market  Street,  is  familiar,  will,  field.'^ 

I  am  sure,  be  gratified  by  a  few  brief  On  his  skill  as  an  operator  Wink- 
notices  of  his  birth,  parentage,  educa-  field  prided  himself  not  a  little ;  and 
tion,  and  career.  Those  who  now  hear  from  all  I  can  learn,  he  reedly  had 
the  name  for  the  first  time,  will  grieve  earned  for  himself  a  good  name  as  a 
to  think  that  so  much  benevolence  is  bold,  skilful,  and  successful  operator, 
gone  out  of  the  world,  and  that  they  The  most  remarkable  case  in  which  he 


THE  LATE  MR.  WINKFIBLD.  203 

waa  erer  coneeroed  was  that  of  a  man  stirring,  had  set  ofT  in  his  pony-chaise 

through    whose   abdomen   a   ramrod  to  visit  Hendon,  the  scene 
passed,  which  penetrated  several  inches        „,^  ^,  ...... 

through  the  bVck.     The  man  subse-         ?5S;«^"!i^L''!^l'^  "^  '''^'^ '^"^  ** ' 

\9  J       ...»       .  A  stranger  yet  to  p«jn. ' 

quently  recovered,  without  any  senons  -»    *        «— 

symptoms  arising.  He  was  sent  for  on  Having  a  strong,  abnost  irresistible, 
one  occasion  to  visit  a  man  whose  chest  propensity  towards  bricks  and  mortar, 
the  shaft  of  a  gig  had  entered,  and  who  ne  stopped,  en  ptusant,  to  see  the  alms- 
survived  the  injury.  He  was  frequently  houses  then  in  course  of  erection  by 
in  the  habit  of  mentionin£f  a  case  of  the  Leather-cutters'  Company.  Re^ 
amputation  of  the  arm,  wnich  healed  gardless  of  the  risk,  and  heedless  of  the 
Dvdtnout  any  vessel  requiring  to  be  tied,  warnings  of  the  workmen,  he  persevered 
The  probable  cause  of  this  jpcculiarity  in  expiring  the  building,  till  unhap- 
was  the  previous  long-continued  pres-  pily  he  slipt  through  a  trap- door,  and 
sure  of  the  tourniquet,  while  the  assis-  oroke  his  leg  just  below  the  knee.  His 
tance  of  the  surgeon  was  sought.  health  had  shewn  symptoms  of  decay 

His  professional  reputation  stood  so  previously,   but  this  serious  accident 

high    throughout    Bedfordshire    and  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  his  career. 

Hertfordshire  that  he  was  generally  The  fracture,  inaeed,  healed,  under  the 

consulted  in  all  difficult  surgical  cases,  skilful  care  and  unceasing  attentions  of 

and  the  duty  of  operating  generally  fell  his  kind  friend  and  neighbour,  Mr. 

npon  him.     As  an  accoucheur,  too,  he  Green,  but  the  constitution  gradually 

was  in  high  esteem,  and  his  advice  was  gave  way.     His  appetite,  at  length, 

larfi^ely  resorted  to  in  difficult  labours.  totally  failed,  and  he  sank,  exhausted, 

With  his  professional  neighbours  on  the  28th  December,  1840,  and  was 
"Winkfield  was  always  a  great  favourite,  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Flamstead 
He  was  a  constant  attendant  at  the  an-  church.  His  remains  were  attended 
nual  dinner  of  the  Medical  Benevolent  to  the  grave  by  a  large  concourse  of 
Society  held  at  Dunmow,  of  which  he  people  collected  from  all  parts,  anxious 
was  long  the  oldest  member.  On  these  to  evince  their  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  so 
festive  occasions  he  alwavs  presided,  estimable  a  man.  An  impressive 
and  ruled  supreme  over  the  mysteries  funeral  sermon,  preached  on  the  occa- 
of  the  cuUine.  His  epicurean  whims  sion  by  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Wheeldon, 
were  kindly  indulged  by  the  country  spoke  his  warm  but  well -merited 
doctors,  in  consideration  of  the  infinite  eulogium,  as  a  kind  neighbour — a  faith- 
amusement  which  they  derived  from  the  ful  friend — a  skilful  surgeon — and  an 
simplicity  and  rusticity  of  Wink  field's  affectionate  parent.  ' 
character,  and  his  singularly  original  Mr.  Winkfield  was  twice  married, 
mode  of  expression.  By  the  lower  His  first  vrife  was  Miss  £liz.  Fleming, 
orders  of  people  Winkfield  was,  through  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  of 
life,  greatly  beloved.  He  had  a  ready  whom  died  before  him.  He  married, 
joke  for  those  who  were  merry,  and  a  secondly,  Mrs.  Benger,  a  widow,  by 
Kind  word  for  those  who  were  m  affile-  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  married  to 
tion.  He  early  secured  the  Cbteemand  Mr.  Morison,  surgeon,  of  Bamet,  who 
afiection  of  the  most  opulent  man  in  survives  him. 

his  neighbourhood,  the  Honourable  Mr.        Mv    own    acquaintance    with    Mr. 

Cavendish,  who  for  many  years  ex-  Winkfield  was   comparatively  recent, 

pended    a    noble  fortune  in  Market  About  ten  years  a^o  he  first  called  on 

street.    Winkfield  was  the  caterer  and  me,  and  soon,  by  his  kindness  of  heart, 

field-marshal  of  the  dinner-table  ;  but  and  singular  simplicity  of  manner,  won 

he  was  more : — he  was  the  kind  and  my  esteem  and  regard.     His  last  visit 

generous  distributor  of   his   patron's  to  me  was  on  the  20th  May,   1840, 

bounty.  when  his  appetite  and  strength  were 

Winkfield  passed  the  latter  years  of  beginning  to  fail  him.    On  that  occa- 

his  life  at  Bamet,  with  his  daughter  sion  he  described  to  me  a  very  curious 

Mrs.  Morison,  enjoying,  until  Mrithin  a  suffusion  of  vision  under  whicn  he  had 

very  recent  period,  surprisingly  good  formerly  laboured.    For  many  succes- 

health.     In  the  autumn  of  1840,  he  had  sive  nights    he    perceived  his    white 

risen  in  high  health  and  spirits,  looking  handkerchief  covered,  as  he  supposed, 

freshaudrosy;  and,  ere  the  family  were  with  blood,  and  was  with    difficulty 


204  ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIR17RG1CAL  SOCIETY. 

peraaaded  that  his  nose  had  not  bled,  motor  nerret,  pvtly  through  the  medlnu 
He  told  me  that  he  had  inquired,  in  of  Tolitioii  and  emotion,  pertly  throegh  oen* 
vain,  from  his  professional  fnends,  for  tripotal  nerres,  oonTeying  impressions  to  the 
some  explanation  of  the  phenomenon,  nervous  centres,  end  producing  tnvolimtarj 
and  was  hiehlv  gratified  when  I  di-  movements ;  the  mthor  observes  that,  el. 
rected  his  attention  to  an  analogous  *^o«8[^  *«  /^^??  o'^^^ain  secondary 
case  recorded  by  Dr.  Heberden,  in  the  tffections  and  morbid  actoons  of  the  brain 
fourth  volume  of  the  Transactions  ^^  »?">?*  ~"*  "^•^^^^l^^fu,^^'!!!^ 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicia^  Si^g^o^ce^robX'^t  la"^^^ 
On  the  SMie  occasion  Mr  Wmkfield  ^  ^y^^  ^^.^^^  affections  of  the  voluiitary 
gave  me  the  following  details  of  the  m,igcles  which  seem  to  be  excited  by  im- 
ages of  some  of  his  own  fMaily,  proving,  preasions  on  remote  organs,  and  which  have 
I  think,  very  incontestibly,  the  pnn-  teen  termed  sympathetic,  the  nervous  cen- 
dple  of  hereditary  longjevity.  Mr.  tres  with  their  centripetal  and  centriftigal 
Winkfield's  age,  at  that  time,  was  88.  nerves  always  interwoven  as  hnmediate 
His  father  di»i  aged  75.  His  mother  agents,  preclude  our  referring  sueh  affections 
died  aged  97.  His  eldest  sister  died  of  the  motor  nerves  to  their  reid  source, 
aged  8§.  His  next  sister  died  aged  93.  And,  in  instances  of  mora  palpable  affections 
Another  sister  was  then  living  ^and  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  the  rektion  be. 
perhaps  still  survives)  near  Windsor,  tween  it  and  any  coexisting  affection  of  a 
Bged  82.  remote  organ  is  most  frequently  so  obscure, 
So  long  a  period  of  active  proles-  **»»'  »*  ^  '^^  difficult  to  meet  with  cases  in 
sional  life,  in  a  populous  and  wealthy  ^^^  ^  dependence  of  the  former  upon 
neighbourhood,  bught  to  have  ended  f^^^"  impressions  commumcated  by  the 

in  Bie  acquisition  of  a  competent  for-  ^'^^  ^  ^  ""^^1^^^^  ff?'^^-. .    ,  ^ 

♦««>-      u.,*   u:«    fu,..^:..^    .^i^xia*;^*,.,  ***  order  to   illustrate  this   subject  the 

tune;    but  his  farming   soeculations,  ^^^^  ^^^  ,  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^ 

and  that  unhappy  fondness  for  building,  and  conducted  by  himself.     He  conceives 

to  which  Ihave  before  adverted,  marred  that   they  may  exhibit   the   share   which 

this  golden  harvest      Dtrutt  (^dffcat  the  impressions   arising  from  disease,    in 

might  have  been  the  motto  to  Wink-  other  organs,  may  have  m  the  production 

field's  crest.  of  cerebral  and  spinal  affections ;  and  the 

Mr.  Winkfield,  in  early  life,  was  tall,  effect  which  these  again  may  have  in  sus- 

andofsoslimandslightamakeastohave  pending    the     control    of    volition    over 

acquiredfthe  soubriquet  of  T%readpaper,  voluntary  muscles,  and    even  exciting  in 

His  complexion  was  blooming,  with  them  voluntary  movements.    In  this  view 

bright  bme  eyes,  and    light   auburn  he  presumes  that  the  remote  morbid  im« 

curls.    As  years  advanced,  he  became  pressions  have  not    been   alone  adequate 

stout  and  corpulent;  and  as  such   I  to    the    production   of    the    mvoluntary 

first  knew  him.    The  animated  conn-  "wvemenu.                     ,  ,      . 

tenance,  the  pleasant  playful  smile,  and  r^'^^'t  ^  ^^P??  ^^  **?  ^""^^ 

cheerful    aspect,  however,  never  left  «»der  two  hesds,  weordrng  as  there  was 

him.    Theysnokeatonceof  the  warm  Z^                   ^^              °"*~ 

heiupt  and  truly  benevolent  disposition  ^^  '^^           ^^^  the  first  of  these 

'"^5'^\u''^i;/'l'^  'T?Ji^  r."SV  ^  heads,  is  one  of  general  paralysis,  under 

rendered  Winkfield,  of  Market  Street,  „„eous    irritetion    fh>m  ^  presence  of 

an  honour  to  his  family,  to  his  profes-  t«nia.    The  second  case  is  one  of  general 

sion,  and  to  his  country.  paralysis  under  the  irritation  of  psoriasis. 

In    regard    to  these,    and  many  other 


ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  ▼^T  carefiiUy    detailed  cases,  tiie  author 

^c%rjjfTV  expteases    his   objection    to    the    opinion 

*r    K  Jr  ,1',  ^    **>'^    ""^   ■'M^W   contend    tiiat   tiie 

Marcn  18,1841.  obeerved   phenomena   arisea    from    a    dl. 

Da.  Williams  m  tiie  Chair.  rect   sympatiiy,    wiUiout  tiie   intervention 

^         ^»      »    .    ~To           ^rr  ,    -.  ®^    **^   oerebro-spinal    ecntre.     And    he 

Coses  qf  Paralyni  and  Spoim  qf  Voiumiary  notioss  tiie  opinion  of  tills  eflbct  expressed 

Mufctet  /rom    Sympathttie   4ftctiinu  by  M.   Cmveilhier,   in    1829,    leepectinr 

and  Aetiotu  qf  the  Brain  mad  Spinal  the    tonic  contractions  of  a  painftd^S- 

Cord.    By  Pkteu  Ncgbnt  Kinostoiy,  ^mm. 

M.D.  Physician  to  tiie  St.  George's  and  St.  j^f^  proceeding  under  his  second  head 

James's  Dispensary.  through  a  carefiil  series  of  cases,  in  which 

Aftbb  some  general  remarks  on  the  In-  the  predisposition  to  sympathetic  affection 

lloenos  of  the  brain  and  vpinal  cord  on  the  may  be  attributed   to  an   actual  lesion  of 
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the  brain  or  WfmaH  on^,  the  mthor  oon*  aotkaiof  die  Umbt,  which  lo  often  oecorred 

dndes  with  czpraMiBg  his  liope  that  the  inasiociationwidiiheloesofTOlimtaryiMmer. 

knowledge    obtained    from    each    sowoei  He  thought  this  Wfs  particiiluiy  the  case  in 

may  diMt  ns  to  a  discriminating  «se  of  paraplegia  from  disease  of  lumbar  Tertebr«  ; 

known  remedies  which  had  previonaly  been  and  he  had  reeently  had  a  case  under  his 

employed  empirioaUy.  oafe,  In  which  a  Ud  thus  affected  was  treated 

The  President  saJd*  that  tlie  paper  having  with  galvanism,    ss    well   as  many  other 

involTed  that  very  interesting  subject,  the  equally  inefficacious  means.   Every  time  that 

doctrine  of  sympathies,  he  ahouU  be  glad  he  was  electrified,   the  lower  limbs  were 

to  hear  from  the  author  wliat  were  his  gene-  throughout  the  rest  of  the  dsy,  or  at  least 

ral  opinions  on  it.     He  seemed  to  have  for  several  hours  afterwards,  incessantly  af- 

ndopted  nearly  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Whytt.  fected  with  involuntary  motions,  like  those 

Dr.  Kingston  said  that  he  was  inclined  to  of  diorea,  which  only  gradually  ceased  and 

accord  with  the  opinion  jiow  generally  pre-  returned  again  tiie  next  time  he  was  simi- 

Talent,  and  adopted,  he  believed,  by  all  the  larly  treatml.     Mr.  Hawkins  then  related  a 

best  living  authorities,  that  no  sympathy  of  singular  case  of  paraplegia  lately  under  his 

remote  motor  organs  is  ever  exhibited,  ex-  care,  in  which  electricity  and  all  other  means 

oept  in  consequence  of  an  impression  con-  had  been  unsuccessful.    The  child  who  was 

T^ped  to  the  nervous  centres,  the  brain  or  the  subject  of  it  was  in  the  habit  of  walking 

sf&ial  oord,  and  from  them  transmitted  to  on  his  hands,  with  his  legs  (which  were 

the  organ  said  to  be  sympathetically  affected,  almost  completely  paralytic)  tunied  up  over 

He  did  not,  however,  regard  the  spinal  cord  his  shoulders ;  snd  his  arms,  thus  continually 

as  some  did,  as  merely  forming  a  part  of  a  exerted,  had  gained  extraordinary  power,  so 

nervous  circle,  through  which  an  impression  that  he  preferred  using  them  as  legs  to 

is  conveyed  from  a  sensitive  to  a  motor  adopting  any  measure  for  stiengtfaening  the 

nerve,  but  rather  as  a  central  organ,   to  lower  limbs. 

whieh  imprenlons  of  one  kind  are  ocniv^red        Dr.  Addison  was  inclined  to  ascribe  much 

by  one  class  of  nerves,  and  firom  whidi  im-  more  value  to  the  use  of  electricity  in  cases 

pressions  of  a  different  kind,  regulated  by  of  parslyais  than  Mr.  Hawkins.     In  cases  of 

some  natural  laws,  are  conveyed  through  infantile  paralysis  he  thought  that  he  had 

anodier  class  of  nerves.  been  able  to  make  out  that  when  one  limb 

Mr.   Cssar  Hawkins  aaid  he  should  be  only  is  affected,  the  case  is  likely  to  do  well ; 

very  glad  to  receive  information  on  a  subject  but  if  the  nmilar  limb  on  both  sides  of  the 

nearly  related  to  that  of   the  paper — ^he  body  bad  lost  its  power,  then  the  case  it  as 

meant  the  treatment  of  what  is  called  infan-  seldom  remedied.     In  the  former  class  of 

tile  paralysis,  the  disease  in  which  children  eases  he  thought  time  did  more  than  any 

lose  more  or  leas  completely  the  voluntary  thingeUe:  he  had  seen  a  considerable  number 

power  over  one  or  more  limbs,  without  any  in  which  recovery  had  gradually  taken  place, 

loss  of  sensation,  or  any  evident  cerebral  or  without  its  being  possible  to  ascribe  it  to 

spinal  disease.     He  had  found  severe  cases  any  remedy,  although  the  child  had  perhaps 

of  this  kind  singularly  incurable ;  slight  ones,  been  continually  under  medical  treatment. 

he  knew,  admitted  of  relief  from  a  variety  of  The  cases  of  paralysis,  especially  benefited 

means ;  but  [n  others,  where  the  paralysis  by  electricity,  were  those  that  affect  parts  of 

was  complete,  he  had  found  almost  every  the  body  in  hysterical  and  nervous  persons, 

sort  of  treatment  wholly  unavailing.  and  in  those  affected  with  chorea,  between 

The  Prettdent  said  many  members  pre-  which  and  local  paralysis  he  need  not  say 

sent  could  speak  on  ttut  subject  from  more  there  was  a  very  close  connection.     In  all 

extensive  experience  than  himsdf,  but,  as  fiir  these  electricity  properly  and  assiduously 

as  his  own  observation  went,  he  had  found  administered  was.  a  most  valuable  measure, 

small  doses  of  calomel  the  most  efficacious  Tlie  mode  followed  at  Guy's  Hospital  was 

remedy.     In  four  or  more  cases  he  had  the  drawing  of  sparks  along  the  whole  or 

treated,  they  had  proved  evidently  beneficial,  a  part  of  the  vertebral  column  till  a  distinct 

Dr.  Merriman  said  his  own  experienoe  efflorescence  or  redness  wsf  produced.  In 
was  neariy  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  Haw-  one  case  the  effects  had  been  most  remarka- 
kins's.  Severe  cases  of  Hie  diseases  were  ble:  it  was  that  of  a  lad  in  the  hospital, 
indeed  almoet  uicnrable ;  but  of  aU  remedies  whom  there  was  no  reason  whatever  to  sus- 
fbr  them  he  thought  the  most  beneficial  was  pect  of  deception,  and  who  he  thought  he 
eleetridty.  In  two  oases,  espedally,  both  could  be  certain  was  not  guilty  of  it.  He 
seveie  ones,  he  had  seen  excellent  results  had  had  for  some  time  almost  complete  pa- 
follow  Its  employment.  ralysis  of  one  lower  extremity ;  but  after  the 

Mr.  Hawkins  said  he  had  frequently  em-  very  first  time  of  being  electrified  he  slipped 
ployed  eleetricity,  but  without  avail.  He  off  the  stool,  and  walked  away  perfectly  re- 
had,  however,  observed,  that  in  some  forms  covered,  and  had  had  no  sign  of  naralysls 
of  paraplegia  it  had  remarkable  effect  in  in-  since.  Dr.  Addison  also  related  briMy  a 
ernufaig,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  invohiatary  case  at  present  in  the'  clinical  wards  of  Git's 
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Hospital,  in  which  chorea  had  sapeireiied  The  first  witness  sworn  and  examined  was 
on  paralysis  of  the  facial  nenre  in  a  young  Sarah  Wehb,  a  practising  midwife,  who 
girl,  with  considerable  allcTiation  of  the  stated  that  she  was  called  on  by  Mr.  Brown 
latter.  '  to  attend  his  wife  on  the  4th  of  March. 
Dr.  Mayo  related  a  case  of  paraplegia  That  she  did  so ;  and  after  remaining  witli 
which  he  believed  resulted  from  disease  of  her  for  about  an  hour,  or  on  hour  and  a 
the  arachnoid  membrane  of  the  spinal  cord,  half,  the  symptoms  were  such  that  she  ad- 
and  which  had  commenced,  as  he  suspected  vised  Mr  West  to  be  sent  for.  Mr.  Brown 
these  cases  commonly  did,  with  what  ap-  immediately  went  to  fetch  him,  and  shortly 
peared  to  be  rheumatic  pains  of  the  limbs.  after  returned  in  company  with  Mr.  West ; 
but  in  the  meantime  the  child  was  bom. — 

CORONER'S  IN  QUEST.  The  witma.  then  proceed«l  to  ^Te  m  .e- 

count  of  the  means  used  by  Mr.  West, 

UNFOUNDED  IMPUTATION  ON  A  MEDICAL  gtsting  that,  to  the  bcst  of  bcr  judgment,  he 

GENTLEMAN.  displayed  skill  in  what  he  did,  and  acted  as 

she  had  observed  other  experienced  surgeons 

7o  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^ 

Sir,  Dr.  Arrowsmith  being  next  examined, said, 

I  BBG  to  send  you  the  enclosed  account  of  a  I  was  called  in. to  attend  Mrs.  Brown  on 

coroner's  inquest  which  has  been  held  in  this  Tuesday,  the  30th  of  March,  about  half.past 

city,   considering  that  its  more    extensive  three  in  the  afternoon.     This  vras  the  only 

pubUcation  in  the  Gazette  may  be  useful  to  time  I  visited  her,  and  I  was  then  with  her 

the  profession,  in  showing  the  injury  which  about  ten  minutes.     She  appeared  in  a  state 

may  arise  to  a  respectable  practitioner  from  of  considerable  insensibUity ;   but  I  think 

the  condemnation  of  his  treatment  of  a  case  was  conscious  of  my  presence.     She  was 

by  a  medical  man  who  may  happen  to  be  paralysed  on  the  right  side,  and  could  not 

called  in  after  him.  speak ;  and  I  understood  from  some  persons 

Your  obedient  servant,  in  attendance  that  she  had  been  in  that  state 

^    ^    ^    1^  some  days.     Her  eyes  were  closed,  but  she 

Coventrr,  April  17, 1841 .  ?^^  >•«•  If  hand,  which,  as  I  mterpreted 
'*  *'  *  1^^  glie  intended  to  be  expressive  of  the  hope- 
On  Saturday  evening,  the  Sdinst.  a  Coro-  lessness  of  her  state.  I  inquired  if  she  had 
ner*s  Jury  was  impannelled  at  the  White  had  leeches  to  her  head,  or  if  her  hair  had 
Hart  Public-house,  Much  Park  Street,  to  been  taken  off ;  and  when  I  was  told  that 
inquire  into  the  death  of  Frances  Brown,  these  means  had  not  been  used,  I  remarked 
wife  of  David  Brown,  a  watchmaker,  resid-  it  was  strange  treatment  to  have  omitted 
Ing  in  that  neighbourhood.  these  and  similar  remedies.  Some  medicines 
Deceased  having  died  on  Thursday,  the  were  shown  to  me,  one  in  a  small  bottle,- 
1st  of  April,  her  husband  shortly  afterwards  which  I  found  to  contain  ether.  Of  that 
went  to  Mr.  C.  Holt,  the  Registrar  for  St.  small  bottle  the  husband  told  me  she  waa 
Michael's  District,  to  obtain  a  certificate  of  then  taking  ;  and  I  remarked  it  was  ether, 
the  registry  of  her  death.  One  of  the  neces-  I  inquired  what  further  means  were  being 
sary  inquiries  of  the  Registrar  is,  as  to  the  used,  and  was  told  that  Mr.  West  had 
cause  of  death  of  the  person  to  be  registered,  ordered  brandy  and  wine,  as  *he  considered 
and  on  putting  this  question  to  Mr.  Brown,  her  complaint  to  arise  from  weakness.  I 
he  replied,  as  stated  by  the  Registrar,  and  said  1  thought  not,  and  that  they  had  better 
witnessed  by  one  or  two  individuals  in  his  not  give  her  those  things.  Nothing  further 
office, ' '  Murdered  by  Doctor  West. ' '  Natu-  transpired  in  the  room ;  but  when  I  left  the 
rally  struck  with  astonishment  at  such  a  room,  the  husband  came  out  with  me,  and  I 
declaration,  the  Registrar  repeated  bis  ques-  said  to  him  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  render 
tion,  and  received  the  same  reply  again,  or  her  all  that  assistance  she  required ;  but  I 
one  conveying  the  same  imputation.  Upon  recommended  him  to  enter  her  immediately 
this,  therefore,  he  felt  bound  to  acquaint  in  the  Self-Supporting  Dispensary.  I  then 
Mr.  West  of  wBat  was  said,  and  accordingly  left,  and  knew  nothing  of  what  further 
did  so ;  and  the  latter  gentleman,  not  less  transpired  I  was  told  by  some  persona 
astonished  than  indignant  at  such  a  charge,  whom  1  saw  in  the  room  that  deceased  had 
immediately  took  the  necessary  steps  to  have  been  delivered  about  a  month  before, 
the  fullest  inquiry  and  investigation  into  his  Mr.  Nankivell,  surgeon,  examined.— I  saw 
conduct  in  the  treatment  of  deceased,  whom  deceased  the  first  time  on  Tuesday,  the  30lh 
he  had  attended  as  a  patient.  It  will  be  of  March,  about  eight  o'clock  at  night, 
seen  from  what  follows  that  Mr.  West  at*-  She  was  then  in  a  state  of  complete  paralysis ; 
tended  deceased  till  within  a  few  days  of  her  she  had  lost  the  sensibility  of  both  sides,  as 
death,  and  that  Dr.  Arrowsmith  being  called  was  shewn  by  her  not  appearing  to  feel  in 
in,  led  to  the  discontinuanoe  of  Mr.  West's  the  least  on  her  akin  being  pinched ;  there 
visits.  waa  also  loss  of  motion  on  both  Bides»  the 
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limbi  remaioing  in  exactly  the  lame  pontion  therefore  infer  that  wine  and  brandy  would 

in  which  they  were  placed  by  a  second  per-  not  be  injadidooa. 

aon.     She  waa  in  a  state  of  atupori  inclined  Mr.   John  Bury,   sni^;eon,  examined. — I 
to  dose  and  sleep,  but  still  capid>le  of  being  attended  a    po9t-mortem    examination    of 
ronsed  to  a  slight  degree  of  consciousness,  deceased   on  Sunday  last,  and  have   been 
aa  appeared  by  her  fixing  her  eyes  on  persons  present  daring  the  whole  of  Mr.  NankiveU's 
in  the  room,  and  by  her  attempting  to  put  examination  to-day.      I  concur  with  him 
out  her  tongue  when  I  requestnl  her  to  do  generally  in  the  statement  he  has  made,  but 
so ;  but  she  seemed  unable  to  speak.     The  there  is  one  little  point  I  think  he  omitted ; 
nrine  escaped  involuntarily ;    she  was  in  a  that  is,  the  opacity  of  the  arachnoid  mem- 
profuse  perspiration,  and  her  pulse  was  ex-  brane  of  the  brain,  and  which  gave  to  my 
tremely  quick  and  weak.     I  heard  she  had  mind  the  idea  that  the  brain  had  been  sub- 
been   confined  about  a  month  previously  ;  ject  to  disease  for  some  time  ;  and  this  idea 
and  that  a  few  days  before  I  saw  her  she  had  is  confirmed  by  the  history  given  by  those 
been  taken  speechless,  and  lost  the  use  of  who  say  she  had  been  subject  to  head-ache 
her  right  side.  for  many  years.      On  the  choroid  plexus  a 
On  Sunday  afternoon   last,   about  three  quantity  of  lymph  wan  effused.     As  to  the 
o'clock,   a  pott-moriem    examination  took  cause  of  death,  I  consider  she  was  a  feeble 
place,  at  which  I  was  present.     On  opening  person   previous  to   her  confinement,   and 
the  head,  there  was  a  slight  congestion  of  probably  with  a  diseased  membrane  of  the 
the  vessels  of  two  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain  before  also,  most  likely  from  a  severe 
brain,  the  dura  mater  and  the  pia  mater,  labour  and  much  haemorrhage.      I  am  not 
The  brain  was  much  firmer  than  usual  at  surprised   at  the  fatal    termination   of  her 
such  a  period  after  death.     The  convolutions  illness   in   apoplexy  or  paralysis.      I   have 
of  the  brain  were  slightly  flattened  ;    the  been   present    during    the    examination   of 
substance  of  the  brain  did  not  contain  more  Mr.  West,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  hia 
than  the  usual  quantity  of  blood  ;  the  cho-  conduct  or  treatment  of  the  woman  was  at 
roid  plexus  was  very  pale :    the  principal  all  improper,  or  injudicious, 
diseased  appearance  in   the    brain  was  an  Mr.  William  Lax  on,  surgeon,  examined.-— 
effusion  of  serum   or  watery  fluid  in  the  I  was  present  at  the  post-mortem  exami- 
ventricles,   and  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  nation  of  deceased,  and  have  been  present 
The  rest  of  the  body  was  remarkably  de-  during  the  examination   of  Mr.  Nankivell 
ficient  of  blood.     There  was  much  less  than  and  Mr.  Bury,  and  I  concur  in  what  they 
the  usual  quantity  in  the  posterior  portion  have  stated   as   to  the  appearance  of  the 
of  the  lungs ;  the  heart  was  soft  and  flabby,  body,  and  in  the  points  added  by  the  latter 
and  contained  little  blood  ;  the  liver,  sto-  surgeon.     I  consider  that  deceased  came  by 
roach,  intestines,  and  kidneys,  were  remark-  her  death  by  the  visitation  of  God  in  a 
ably  pale,   from  containing  less  than  the  natural  way,  and  not  from  any  injudicious 
usual  quantity  of  blood  ;   the   spleen  was  or  improper  treatment  inflicted  by  any  one. 
less  gorged  with  blood  than  usual. — After  I  consider  that  she  died  of  serous  apoplexy, 
describing    farther   the  state  of  the  body  to  which  she  had  a  predisposition  in  the 
consequent  upon   the    particular    situation  affection  of  the  brain, 
of  deceased  prior  to  death,  Mr.  N.  con-  Mr.  Nankivell  said  he  entirely  concurred 
tinned — My  ■  opinion  is,  that  the  cause  of  as  to  the  point  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bury  and 
death  was  the  pressure  on  the  brain  from  Mr.  Laxon,  respecting  the  predisposition  to 
the   quantity   of  fluid  it  contained.      This  disease  of  the  brain. 

may  have  arisen  from  various  causes ;  but  The  evidence  being  completed,  the  Coro- 

from  my  not  having  seen  the  whole  progress  ner  observed  to  the  Jury,  that  from  what 

of  the  case,  it  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  they  had  heard  in  the  testimony  which  had 

for  me  to  say  what  was  the  exact  morbid  been  delivered  touching  the  death  of  Mrs. 

condition  upon  which  the  affection  of  the  Brown,  they  must  be  aware  that  her  death 

head  depended ;    but  from  the  examination  was  perfectly  natural   under  the    circum- 

of  the  body,  especially  from  its  exsanguine  stances  of  her  case,  and  that  there  was  in 

condition  or  deficiency  of  the  blood  through-  reality  no  more  occasion  for  holding  an  in- 

out   the  various  organs  of  the  body,  it  is  quest  upon  her  than  for  any  other  individual 

most  probable  that  the  state  of  the  brain  dying  in  the  ordinary  way.     The  only  thing 

was  the  effect  of  loss  of  blood,  or  of  reaction  which  made  an  inquest  desirable  was,  the 

from  loss  of  blood.     The  serum,  or  watery  unfavourable  report  which  had  got  abroad 

fluid  in  the  brain,  was  likely  to  be,  and  no  respecting  Mr.  West,  whose  conduct  wri 

doubt  waa,  the  cause  of  paralysis.     I  con-  now  proved  to  have  been  perfectly  humane ; 

aider  *the    state    of  bloodleasnesa    of  the  who  had  shown  the  greatest  possible  promp* 

different  viscera  one  which  would  be  attended  titude  in  visiting  &  patient  when  called 

with  debility  and  exhaustion,  anf  render  it  upon,  and  evinced  the  utmost  anxiety  to  re - 

improper  to  use  active  depleting  measurea ;  lieve  and  restore  her  by  the  skilful  mode  of 
and  that,  in  all  probability,  it  would  require^    treatment  he  had  adopted.      After  further 

in  some  degree,  an  opposite  treatment.      I  eulogising  the  conduct  of  Mr.  W—<^  >««  •« 
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mentfl  dtswn  horn  tbe  eridence  on  the  in- 
quest,  the  Coroner  ezprened  his  readinefls 
to  read  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it  which  the 
Jury  might  wish  again  to  hear;  but  all 
seemed  perfectly  satisfied.  The  Coroner 
then  adverted  to  the  strange  representation 
made  by  the  hnsband  of  deceased  to  Mr. 
Holt,  the  Registrar,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry 
made  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as 
to  the  cause  of  her  death. 

The  Jury  immediately  returned  a  rerdict 
that  deceased  "  Died  by  the  Tisitation  of 
God,  of  serous  apoplexy." 

The  inquiry  lasted  nearly  six  hours. 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  NUBfBROus  and  highly  respectable  meet- 
ing of  this  Association  took  place  at  New- 
castle last  week ;  Dr.  Headham  in  the  chair. 
Numerous  speeches  were  made  in  favour  of 
medical  reform,  which  we  regret  that  our 
confined  space  prevents  us  from  reporting. 
It  was  moved  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Greenhow, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Gregory,  and  unanimously 
carried— 

'*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners, 
the  Bill  for  the  better  government  of  the 
medical  profession,  now  before  Parliament, 
is  based  on  principles  which  are  calculated  to 
confer  important  benefits  on  the  community. 

"Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  b^ 
that  those  principles  may  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  your  Honourable  House." 

SOCIETY  FOB  RELIEF  OF  WIDOWS 

AND  ORPHANS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN. 

Tbs  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took 
place  last  Saturday,  and  was  numerously 
attended,  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
in  the  chair.  We  regret  that  we  cannot 
make  room  for  any  report  of  the  proceedings, 
but  this  we  regret  the  less,  as  it  is  our  in- 
tention, on  an  early  occasion,  to  bring  the 
objects  of  this  institution  under  the  more 
particular  notice  of  our  readers. 
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Afrtl. 

THBaMOMETBa. 

BAaOMKTBR. 

WedDCMiay    7 

ftom  89  to  54 

29-73  to  39*74 

Thursday  .    8 

86      58    • 

39*74       29*76 

Friday ...    9 

89      64 

89*80       29*93 

Saturday  .  10 

84      50 

39*99       39*97 

Sunday  .  .  11 

87      49 

39-93       99*89 

Monday  .  .  13 

80      47 

39-86       39-87 

Tuesday    .  18 

88      60 

99-80       99-91 

'Wednesday  14  ftom  94 
Tburaday  .  15 
Friday  ...  16 
Saturday  .  17 
Sunday  .  .  18 
Monday  .  .  19 
Tuesday .  .  90 

Prevailing  Vrlnd,  S.W. 


94 

43 

81 

45 

30 

47 

34 

63 

38 

61 

40 

55 

S3 

52 

99-99 

99-88 
99-75 
99  89 
39-88 

89'84 
99-74 


80-05 
99-78 
29*79 
99*06 
99*86 
99*85 
29*66 


On  the  7th  Ofereast,  rtin  in  the  nigbt.  Tlbe 
8th,  mom^  clear,  otherwise  cloudy,  rain  in  the 
evening.  The  9th,  generally  clear,  a  shower  of 
rain  in  the  afternoon.  The  10th,  evening  clear. 
Otherwise  overcast.  The  llthjUioming  cloody, 
with  rain,  otherwise  clear.  The  1 2th  and  foU 
lowing  day  cloudy,  rain  on  the  evening  of  the  l3th. 
The  14th  and  morning  of  the  l&th  clear,  after* 
noon  and  evening  of  the  18th  cloudy  with  rmin. 
The  16th  and  17th  generally  clear.  The  18th, 
aftomoon  clear,  otherwise  cloudy.  The  19th, 
generally  clear,  a  shower  of  rain  during  the  mom« 
fur.    The  90th,  overcairt. 

Bain  iUlen,  *96  of  an  inch. 

Ch\blx8  Hsnet  Aoams. 

ROYAIi  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMBN  ADMrrfBD  MBMBBRS. 

Friday,  April  16,  1841. 

H.  B.  Nonnan.— W.  Toogood.— G.  P.  Keys.— 
R.  D.  Pritchard.'R.  Axford.-^.  Mott.~J.  W. 
Young.— A.  Thorn.— H.  M.  Rawden. 

•  ^^^ 

APOTHECARIES  HALL. 

LIST  or  OBNTLBMEN  WHO  HAVE  RBCEITBD 
CEKTXFICATB8. 

Tkurtday,  April  15,  1841. 

Charies  Snow  Walker,  Liverpool  —Joseph 
Agar  Locking.— Frederick  Wood.— WilKaoi  S^ 
Partridge. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  10th  April,  1841. 

Small  Pox 99 

Measles  5 

Scarlatina  U 

Hooping  Cough  S3 

Croup  II 

Thrush    6 

Diarrbaea    5 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera    0 

Infloensa 13 

Typhus    17 

Erysipelas 6 

SvphiUs  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  194 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration 951 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  90 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organsof  Digestion  45 

Diaeases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 4 

Childbed 5 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  6cc 5 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  ot  Joints,  ftc 4 

Ulcer    I 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,6tc 9 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 96 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 45 

Deaths  by  Violenoe,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      94 

Causes  not  specified  3 

Deatha  from  all  Causes 780 

*  Wilson  &  OerLvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London  • 


THE 


LONDON  MEDI€AL  GAZETTE, 

BKINO   A 

WEEKLY  JOyRO^AL 

OF 

Mttiitim  utdi  tbt  CoIIaUral  »titntai. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  30,  1841. 


LECTURES  clonic  spaam.     We  find  illuBtrations  of  it  in 

conyulsioos. 
^^  '"*  SometimeB  the  two  are  mixed  together  in 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF      the  same  disease;    certain  muscles  under- 
PHYSIC  K^ing  convulsions  or  clonic  spasm,  and  cer- 

tain other  muscles  being  affected  with  rigidity 
Delivered  at  Kmg*e  College,  London,         ©r  tonic  spasm .    But  it  is  convenient  to  keep 
By  Dr.  Watson.  the  distinction  in  mind. 

We  recognise  these  disorders  by  the  un- 

Lectore  XXXII.  natural  conditions  of  the  mtuclee ;  but  you 

^,  _^  ^  *  .  ^.        will  please  to  remember  that  the  fault  lies  in 

TetanM$.       lie    tymptonu    and    vartettea,     the  nerroM  system. 

Cattle.  Diagnona.  Pathology.  Treat-  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^  spasmodic  diseases  gene- 
ment :  fprnm;  blood-letting ;  the  warm  ^^^^  |  ^^y  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^  constitute 
bath ;  the  cold  bath.  ^Yie  most  appalling  and  fatal  maUdies  to 

In  those  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  which  the  human  body  is  liable ;  and  some 
which  have  hitherto  engaged  our  attention,  of* them,  though  frightful  to  look  upon,  and 
the  function  of  voluntary  motion,  when  it  productive  of  extreme  distress  to  patients 
has  been  affected  at  all,  has  mostly  suffered  and  their  friends,  are  trivial  in  their  conse- 
in  the  way  of  diminution,  or  suspension ;  qnenoes,  and  scarcely  ever  attended  with  any 
the  power  of  moving  has  been  impaired,  or    peril  to  life. 

lost ;  there  has  been  complete  or  incomplete  I  propose  first  of  all  to  consider  one  of 
palwy.  Sometimes,  indeed,  convuhiion,  or  the  most  formidable  and  worst  of  these 
an  irregular  and  involuntary  action  of  the  spasmodic  diseases,  viz.  tetanus ;  of  which 
muscles,  has  also  occurred.  But,  distinct  tonic  spasm  is  essentially  characteristic.  Its 
from  tiie  paralytic  affections,  there  is  a  class  name  is  derived  from  rc?rw,  to  stretch. 
of  epaemodie  diseases,  of  which  it  is  the  In  respect  to  all  those  diseases  concerning 
main  and  leading  feature,  that  the  function  the  exact  pathology  of  which  we  are  ignorant, 
of  voluntary  motion  is  (not  morbidly  height-  and  which  we  identify  by  the  group  of  symp- 
ened,  as  in  the  preternatural  strength  of  a  toms  they  present,  rather  than  by  any 
madiinan;  nor  lowered,  as  in  palsy ;  but)  organic  clunges  of  structure  in  any  part  of 
perverted :  performed  in  an  irregular  and  the  body,  the  most  convenient  mode  of  pro- 
nonatural  manner.  ceeding  will  be,  first  to  desg'ibe  the  distinc- 

There  are  two  sorts  of  spasm.  One  of  tive  symptoms, 
these  is  marked  by  a  long-continued  con-  Tetanus,  then,  is  characterized  by  an  in- 
traction  of  the  affected  muscles,  not  rapidly  voluntary,  long-continued,  violent,  and 
alternating  with  relaxation  :  the  relaxation  painful  contraction — ^in  one  word,  by  cramp 
tailing  place  slowly,  after  some  time ;  and  -—of  the  voluntary  muscles  of  various  parts, 
then,  perhaps,  the  contraction,  after  another  or  of  nearly  the  whole  body, 
interval,  coming  on  again.  This  is  called  There  is  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  the 
tonic  spasm ;  and,  by  Cullen,  spastic  rigidity,  disease  when  it  is  fiiUy  formed.  But  it  is  of 
A  very  familiar  example  of  it  is  the  common  much  importance  to  be  aware  of  the  marks 
cramp  of  the  leg.  In  the  other  form  of  of  its  approach,  and  of  its  earliest  S3rmp- 
spasm,  the  contraction  of  the  affected  mus-  toms ;  in  respect  of  the  treatment  to  be  then 
cles  takes  place  repeatedly,  forcibly,  and  in    adopted. 

quick  succession ;  and  their  rdaxation  is  as        In  general,  the  muscles  that  seem  to  be 
sudden  and  frequent.    This  has  been  named    the  earliest  affected  are  those  of  the  neck, 

700.— xxviiL  P 
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jaws,  and  throat.     The  patient  feela  a  diffi-  It  it  a  curious  thing,  that  the  spasm  is 

cnlty  and  uneasiness  in  hending  or  turning  ohaerred  to  give  way,  sometimes  at  least, 

his  head ;  and  supposes  that  he  has  got  what  and  the  muscles  to  he  relaxed,  during  deep, 

is  called  a  stiff  neck.     He  finds  also  that  he  To  he  sure,  in  die  severer  cases,  the  patient 

is  unahle  to  open  his  mouth  with  the  cus-  is  seldom  ahle  to  sleep ;  and  it  may  he  that 

tomary  facility.      At  length  the  jaws  close :  in  the  less  violent   instances,   the    spasm 

sometimes  gradually,  hut  with  great  firm-  abates  or  ceases,  and  the  exhausted  sufferer 

ness ;  sometimes  (it  is  said)  suddenly,  and  sinks  into  repose,  in  consequenee  of  thb 

with  a  snap.     In  four  cases,  perhaps,  out  abatement.    However,  a  similar  phsenomenon 

of  five,  the  disease  begins  in  this  way,  with  occurs  in  at  least  anodier  of  these  spasmodic 

frtfmttf,  or  locked  jaw  t   so  that  this  last  \b  diseases,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter.      Mr. 

the  vulgar  name  for  the  complaint.     Along  Majro  had  a  boy  afiticted  with  tetanus,  in  the 

with  tUs  symptom,  or  very  soon  after  it,  Middlesex  Hospital.     On  visiting  him  one 

the  muscles  concerned  in  swallowing  become  day,  he  found  him  asleep,   and  remarked 

affected ;  and  in  a  short  thne  there  comes  that  he  lay  perfectly  relaxed.     Hie  abdo- 

on,  what  is  often  the  most  distressing  part  minal  muscles  were  soft  and  yielding,  and 

of  the  disorder,  an  acute  pain  at  the  lower  had  not  the  least  tension.     The  boy  was 

part  of  the  sternum,  piercing  through  to  the  awakened,  and  at  the  instant  the  ftdl  tension 

back.      This  depends,  it  can  scarcely  be  of  the  muscles  returned :  not  being  farther 

doubted,   upon  cramp  of  the  diaphragm,  disturbed,  he  fell  asleep  again  in  a   few 

Hie    pain    is    subject    to    aggravation    in  minutes,  when  the  muscles  again  slackened; 

paroxysms ;    and  each  paroxysm  of  pain  is  and  again,  upon  his  being  a  second  time 

attended  with  increased  oontxaction  of  the  roused,  resumed  the  state  of  spasm, 

other  parts  also  that  are  implicated.    The  In  most  cases  the  strong  muscles  of  the 

spasm  extends  to  the  muscles  of  the  tnmk ;  back  are  the  nu>9t  affededf  and  they  over- 

to  the  large  muscles  of  the  exiremitiee ;  the  come  those  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  bo<fy ; 

muscles  of  the ySice;  and  last  of  afi,  in  gene-  so  that  sometimes  the  patient  during  tiie 

ral,  to  the  muscles  of  the  tongue,  and  of  the  paroxysm  rests  only  upon  his  head  and  his 

hands  and  fingers,  which  often  remain  move-  beds,  while  his  body  is  raised  into  the  shape 

able  at  the  will  of  the  patient,  after  all  the  of  an  arch.    This  form  of  the  complaint  is 

other  voluntary  muscles  of  the  body  have  called  opUtMofono§t  a  bending  backwards, 

become  fixed ;  and  frequently  the  muscles  of  The  stemo-cleido-mastoid  muscles  of  the  . 

the  wrists  and  hands  escape  altogether.  neck  have  been  so  stretched  and  misplaced 

With  respect  to  all  the  muscles  involved,  as  to  become  powerful  ear/«fMort  of  thehead. 

from  the  time  when  they  are  first  affected* to  In  a  few  instances  the  body  is  bent  forwards, 

the  time  when  the  disease  is  relieved,  or  the  so  that  the  head  and  knees  are  in  contact,  and 

patient  dies,  they  continue  in  a  state  of  con-  the  patient  is  rolled  together  Hke  a  ball, 

traction,  and  are  swelled  and  hard  in  their  This  is  called  emproeihoionoe.     In  the  only 

centres.    Tlie  jaw,  for  instance,  can  never  example  of  emprosthotonos  which  I  ever 

be  completely  opened ;  and  the  muscles  of  saw,  these  two  conditions  sltemated  with 

the  abdomen  are  so  rigid  as  to  make  it  as  one  another.    The  patient  was  a  girl,  in 

hard  as  a  board.     But,  besides  this,  they  are  Edinburgh,   under  the  care  of  a  friend  of 

all  subject  to  aggravations  or  exacerbations  of  mine,  who  took  me  to  see  her.    It  was  rather 

the  spasm,  which  occur  perhaps  every  ten  a  case  of  hysteria  than  of  tetanus ;  but  all  at 

minutes,  or  quarter  of  an  hour,  and   last  once  she  would  be  drawn  into  a  position  such, 

for  two  or  three  minutes  at  a  time ;  and  then  that  the  top  of  her  head,  and  her  foet,  were 

the  mnsdes  fall  back  into  the  minor  degree  alone  supported  on  the  bed,  while  her  body 

of  contraction  in  which  they  were  prior  to  was  bent  like  a  bow ;  then,  after  a  time, 

the  exacerbation.     In  a  very  few  instances  with  equal  suddenness,  the  opposite  posture 

only  has  a  perfect  remission  of  the  spasm  was  assumed,  her  forehead  and  knees  being 

been  observed.  ^  Hie  exacerbations  usually  brought  together.      StiU  more  rarely  the 

begin  by  an  increase  of  the  pain  folt  at  the  body  is  bent  to  one  side.    This  is  plemroe^ 

sternum.    Sometimes  there  is  no  obvious  thotonoe,  or  tetanus  lateralu;  and  this  I 

exciting  cause  of  their  occurrence ;  but  fre-  never  saw.     Sometimes  again,  in  the  height 

quently  it  is  evident  that  they  are  brought  of  the  spasm,  the  antagonist  muscles  coun- 

on  by  exertions  of  the  body  ;  even  by  slight  tenet  each  oUier  exactly ;  and  the  V^  and 

movements,  such  as  belong  to  a  change  of  trunk  are  rigidly  extended :   and  the  term 

posture,   to  the  attempt  at  swallowing,  or  tetantu  is  by  some  writers  confined  to  this 

speaking.     As  the  disease  advances,  these  form  of  the  disease.     It  is  called  triemmt 

paroxysms  of  aggravation  become  more  fre-  when  the  jaw  only  is  affected, 

qnent,  and  a  »pid  increase  m  the  frequency  It  is  well  to  know  that  these  varieties 

of  their  recurrence  is  one  of  the  most  un-  occur,  and  may  be  looked  for;  but  in  all  of 

equivocal  signs  that  the  case  is  severe  and  them— trismus,  opisthotonos,  emprostho- 

dangeroos.    The  mora  speedily  the  intervals  tonos,  or  pleurostiiotonoiH- it  is  the  same 

between  the  paroxysms  shorten,  the  worse.  disease :  and  the  prognosis  is  not  altered. 
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any  more  than  the  diagnosUt  by  the  variety  The  mode  of  death,  in  this  diaeaae,  seema 

that  happens.  to  be  of  a  mixed  nature.     Partly  it  appears 

During  the  fit  of  exacerbation,  the  aspect  to  result  from  apnosa ;  the  thorax  being  held 

of  the  sofferer  is  often  frightful.     The  fore-  as  in  a  vice  by  &e  spasm  of  its  muscles »  and 

head  is  corrugated  and  the  brow  knit,  the  the  breathing  for  a  time  suspended,  or  much 

orbicularis  muscle  of  the  eye  rigid,  the  eye-  embarrassed :  partly,  and  chiefly,  it  occurs 

ball    motionless    and    staring,   the    nostril  from  asthenia :  the  power  of  the  heart  flags 

spread,  the  comers  of  the  mouth  are  drawn  and  is  exhausted  by  the  continuance  of  the 

hack,  the  set  teeth  exposed,  and  all  the  sufTering,   by  the  fatigue  and  expenditure 

features  fixed  in  a  ghastly  grin — the  true  consequent  upon  the  muscular  action,  and 

riMua  tardonictts.    The  tongue  is  apt  to  get  by  the  patient's  inability,  in  many  cases,  to 

between  the  teeth,  and  to  be  severely  bitten,  take  sufficient  nourishment.     When  death 

All  the  contractions  are  attended  with  in-  occurs  suddenly,  as  it  sometimes  does,  in  a 

tense  pain.    You  may  form  some  notion  of  paroxysm,  it  is  owing,  in  all  probabili^,  to 

the  severity  of  this  pain,  if  you  have  ever  spasm  of  the  respiratory  muscles,  and  perhaps 

been  troubled  by  spasm  of  the  gastrocnemius,  cf  those  of  the  glottis  among  the  rest, 

or  cramp  of  the  leg,  and  if  you  can  bring  Most  cases  of  tetanus  may  be  traced  to 

your  mind  to  conceive  that  the  same  sense-  one  of  two  causes :  which  are,  exposure  to 

Hod.  which  you  then  felt  in  the  calf,  involves  cold,  especially  to  sudden  alternations  of 

nearly  all  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the  body,  temperature,  and  bodily  it^uriee.    In  many 

The  pun  is  worst  during  the  exacerbations,  instances  both  these  causes  cooperate  in  pro- 

and  diat  which  is  experienced  at  the  sternum  dncing  the  disease.    When  it  supenrenea 

is  commonly  the  most  complained  of.    Even  upon  some  bodUy  hurt,  it  is  called  traumatic 

to  this,  however,  there  are  occasional,  though  tetanus ;  when  it  arises  spontaneously,  or 

very  rare,  exceptions.   Sir  Gilbert  Blane  has  after  exposure  to  cold,  it  is  held  to  be  idiO" 

described  a  case  of  tetanus,  which  ran  the  pathie.    In  this  country,  and  I  believe  in 

usual  course,  and  terminated  fatally,  yet  the  every  other,  the  traumatie  variety  of  the 

patient  suffered  no  pain :  the  sensation  excited  disease  is  much  more  common  than  the  spon- 

by  the  violent  muscular  contractions  was  a  taneous.    But  in  what  manner  soever  it  may 

eort  of  tingling,  of  rather  a  pleasurable  kind,  originate,  tetanus  is  far  more  firequent  in 

So  viol^  are  the  contractions  sometimes,  hot  than  in  temperate  climates  and  seasons, 

that  the  teeth  have  been  broken  by  them.  In  this  case,  however,  as  in  so  many  others. 

There  is  one  case  related  in  which  the  thigh-  the  heat  appears  to  act  as  a  prediepoeing 

bones  were  fractured  by  the  forcible  action  cause  only ;  the  exciting  cause,  in  addition  to 

of  the  femoral  muscles;    and  another  in  liie  wound  in  the  traumatic  species,  being 

which  the  psoas  muscles  were  found,  after  the  application  of  cold  (and  particularly, 

deadi,  to  have  been  torn  across.  Dr.  Latham  according  to  Hennen,  of  cold  mir  in  motion) 

tells  me  that  he  once  saw  one  of  the  recti  after  the  heat,  or  during  the  prevalence  of 

muscles,  in  front  of  the  abdomen,  thus  rent  hot  weather.    Thus  it  is  stated  that  after 

asunder.  the  battle  of  Muakau,  in  the  midst  of  greit 

With  idl  this  disturbance  of  the  museolar  heats,  very  few  of  the  French  troops  were 

system,  there  is  commonly  very  little  de-  affected  with  tetanus:   whereas  those  who 

langement  of  the  other  functions  of  the  were  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Dresden, 

body.  The  disorder  is  almost  always  attended  when  the  weather  was  cold  and  wet,  just 

with  obstinate  costiveness ;  partly,  perhaps,  after  a  very  hot  season,  were  decimated  by 

from  the  spasmodic  closure  of  the  anus,  that  complaint;  which  did  not  spare  even 

partly,  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  from  the  those  who  underwent  immediate  amputation, 

medicines  that  are  given.    When  stools  are  Idiopathic  tetanus  is  extremely  rare  in 

obtained  tiiey  are  usually  very  offensive  and  this  country.     Dr.  Gi'egory,  of  Edinburgh, 

unnatural.    There  is  no  fever.    The  pulse  used  to  mention  in  his  lectures  the  case, 

and  respiration  are  quickened,  andasweatfre-  seen  and  treated  by  himself,  of  a  man  who, 

qnentiy  breaks  out,  during  the  exacerbations,  having  fallen  asleep  in  moist  grass,  awoke 

from  the  pain  and  anxiety  then  experienced ;  with  a  stiff  neck,  which  afterwards  went  on 

but  this  is  not  the  case  during  the  intervals  into  regular  tetanus.    A  good  example  of 

between  the  paroxysms.     In  the  last  stages  well-marked  tetanus,  arising  from  exposure 

of  the  fatal  cases,  the  pulse  becomes  quick  to    cold,  is    narrated,   in    the  Edinburgh 

and  feeble,  and  the  sweat  is  cold,  as  in  other  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  by  Dr.  Hdl, 

instances  of  approadiing  dissolution.  of  Berwick. 

What  is  still  more  worthy  of  observation  The  history  of  that  species  of  tetanus 

is  that  the  mental  functions  are  unaffected,  which  occurs  in  connexion  with  wounds  and 

There  is  seldom  any  delirium,  or  coma,  or  injuries  presents  nothing  constant   or  uni- 

distnrbance  of  the  intellect.  These  symptoms  form.    The  disesse  is  liable  to  follow  hurts 

only  appear  (if  they  api)ear  at  all)  when  of  any  parts  of  the  body,  and  of  every  kind, 

other  indications  of  the  fulure  of  the  powers  degree,  and  extent ;    from  a  slight  cut  or 

of  life  come  on.  scratch,  to  a  compound  fracture,  or  a  severe 
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surgical  operation.      It  comes  on  also  m  after  the  infliction  of  the  ifijury :  some  time 

various  stages  and  conditions  of  the  injury,  in   the  second  week   is   the  most  common 

Sir  James  M'Grigor  tells  us  (in  the  sixth  period  of  all.     In  the  Peninsular  war  it  did 

volume  of  the  Medico -Chirurgical  T^^ans-  not  commence  later  than  the  twenty-second 

actions)  that  in  the  Peninsular  war  the  com-  day.     In  some  rare  instances  its  accession 

plaint  supervened  **in  every  description,  and  is  still  longer  deferred.     **  Of  the  nature  of 

in  every  stage  of  wounds,  from  the  slightest  the  changes  that  take  place  in  the  interval 

to  the  most  formidable  -,  the  healthy  and  the  (justly  remarks  Dr.    Alison)   we   have   no 

sloughing;    the   incised  and  the  lacerated;  information  whatever."     The  longer,  how- 

the  most  simple  and  the  most  complicated.''  ever,  that  the  disease  delays  its  assault,  in 

Sometimes,  however,  the  discharge  from  the  these  traumatic  cases,  after  the  reception  of 

wound  has  been  observed  to  have  been  re-  the  local  injury,  the  milder  in  general  does 

markably  diminished,  or  suppressed,  at  the  it  prove,  and  the  more  room  is  there  for 

coming  on  of  the  tetanic  symptoms  :   and  hoping  that  it  will  end  favourably, 
sometimes  the  wound  has  healed  completely        Wlien  the  disorder  arises  from  ezposnre 

before  the  commencement  of  the  attack  of  to  cold  and  damp,  it  comes  on  much  earlier; 

tetanus.     To  show  you  how  very  trivial  the  often  in  a  few  hours.     If,  for  example,  the 

injury  may  be,  how  various  in  kind  and  in  exposure  takes  place  during  the  night,  the 

place,  I  may  mention  a  few  instances  that  complaint  may  beg^in  to  declare  itself  the 

have  been  collected,  in  illustration   of  the  next  morning. 

manner  in  which  this  terrible  disorder  may  Although  tetanus  may  be  excited  by  a 
originate.  It  has  been  known  to  arise  from  wound,  independantly  of  any  exposure  to 
the  sticking  of  a  fish-bone  in  the  fauces ;  cold,  or  by  cold  without  any  injury,  there- is 
from  a  slight  wound  of  the  ear  by  a  musket-  good  reason  for  thinking  that,  in  many  in- 
shot  ;  from  the  mere  stroke  of  a  whip-lash  stances,  one  of  these  causes  alone  would  fail 
under  the  eye,  although  the  skin  was  not  to  produce  it,  while  both  together  call  it 
broken;  from  cutting  a  com;  from  a  bite  into  action. 

on  the  finger  by  a  tame  sparrow ;  from  the         After  the  disease  has  set  in,  its  rate  of 

blow  of  a  stick  on  the  neck  and  on  the  hand ;  progress  is  various.     Almost  all  writers  di- 

from  a  seton  in  the  chest ;  from  the  extrac-  vide  it  into  acute,  and  chronic  tetanus.  But 

tion  of  a  tooth ;    from  the  Injection  of  a  the   difference  is   merely   in  the  degree  of 

hydrocele ;  from  the  operation  of  cupping.  severity.     When  the  spasms  come  on  snd- 

Nevertheless  there  are  some  sorts  of  injury,  denly,  recur  often  from  the  beginning,  and 
and  some  parts  of  the  body,  more  frequently  increase  in  frequency  and  violence,  the  chance 
than  others  concerned  in  the  pathogeny  of  of  recovery  is  but  small.  The  patient,  in 
tetanus.  The  disorder  more  often  supervenes  these  cases,  sometimes  dies  on  the  second, 
upon  injuries  of  the  extremities,  than  of  the  and  generally  before  the  fifth  day.  If  he 
trunk,  head,  or  neck;  and  upon  wounds  lives  to  the  ninth  day  of  the  disease,  his 
made  by  puncture,  than  upon  most  other  prospect  is  somewhat  better,  and  the  spas- 
hurts.  Penetrating  wounds  in  the  sole  of  modic  symptoms  may  gradually  abate  and 
the  foot,  such  as  are  not  seldom  inflicted  by  disappear.  Some,  however,  have  died  as 
treading  upon  a  nail,  or  a  splinter;  and  lacera-  late  as  the  sixteenth,  the  twentieth,  and  even 
tion,  or  other  violence  done  to  the  muscles  the  thirty-fifth  day  :  but  this  last  is  very 
that  constitute  the  ball  of  the  thumb,  are  rare. 

very  apt  to  be  followed  by  tetanic  spasm.         The  idiopathic  tetanus,  or  that  which  is 

Some  have  supposed   that  the  disease  has  produced  by  cold,  although  it  commences 

some  special  connexion  with  injuries  of  ten-  earlier,  is  more  generally  of  a  chronic  cha- 

dinous  parts;    but  there  can  be  no  doubt  racter  than  the  traumatic  :  that  is  to  say,  the 

that  it  is  essentially  a  malady  of  the  nervous  spasmodic   contractions    take    place    more 

tissue.  slowly,  and  the  paroxysms  do  not  increase  in 

The  tetanic  symptoms  occur  at  no  fixed  violence,  and  in  rapidity  of  r^urrence,  as 

period  after  the   reception   of  the  injury,  they  are  apt  to  do  in  the  symptomatic  va- 

Professor  Robinson,  of  Edinburgh,  was  once  riety  :    and  accordingly    this  form  of  the 

at  table  when  a  negro  6er>'ant  lacerated  his  malady  is  much  oftener,    I   dare  not  say 

thumb  by  the  fracture  of  a  china  dish.     He  cured,  but  recovered  from,  than  the  other, 
was  seized  with  convubions  almost  instantly,         Diagnotia. — With  respect  to  the  diagnosis 

and    died,   with    tetanic    symptoms,   in   a  of  teUnus,  there  is  only  one  point  in  which 

quarter  of  an  hour.     Such  a  rapid  progress  it  is  at  all  ambiguous  or  important.     There 

as  this  is,  however,  quite  out  of  the  usual  is  no  other  diteaae  that  is  likely  to  be  con- 

course  of  the  disease  :  probably  fright  had  founded  with  it,  except  perhaps  that  extra, 

something  to  do  with  it.     Hennen,  in  his  ordinary  disease  hysteria,  which  sometimes 

work  on  Military  Surgery  ^  states  that  terror  mimics  its  phenomena.      I    have    already 

is  freqaently  the  immediate  antecedent  of  the  alluded  to  one  example  of  this  kind  that  I 

attack.     In  general  the  tetanus  supervenes  myself  saw.     But  there  is  a  form  otpoiwn^ 

between  the  fourth  and  the  fourteenth  day  ing  that  may  easily  be  mistaken  for  tetanoi . 
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Hie  synintouM  produced  by  apoiBcnioiis  dose  effort,  the  act  of  swallowing,  nay,  even  the 
of  strychnia,  or  its  salts,  or  the  regetables  imaginatioii  of  these  inflaences,  will  be  suf- 
from  which  it  isprocared,arethe  symptoms  ficient  to  renew  the  spasmodic  tightening  of 
of  tetanus.  And  as  this  drug  is  now  readily  the  affected  muscles.  My  patient  spoke  of 
obtained,  and  its  noxioos  qualities  are  well  a  particuUr  sense  of  constriction  all  over  the 
known,  it  is  not  anlikely  to  be  made  an  abidiomen,  as  if  it  were  drawn  in.  His  intel- 
instrument  of  suicide,  or  of  murder.  It  is  lect  was  quite  unaffected.  He  had  two  ex- 
necessary  therefore  that  you  should  be  ac-  tremely  violent  attacks  of  the  kind  I  have 
qfuainted  with  the  effects  of  this  poison,  been  describing,  iu  which  he  thought  he 
which  eonstitutes  the  active  principle  of  the  should  have  died :  and  to  say  the  truth  I 
nnx  vomica,  the  fiiba  St.  Ignatii,  and  the  upas  was  myself  horribly  afraid  of  the  same  catas- 
tiente.  Dr.  Christison  has  excellently  well  trophe.  Afterwards,  from  half-past  eight 
described  these  effects  as  they  are  observable  o'clock  to  between  eleven  and  twelve,  he  had 
in  animals ;  and  I  have  once,  by  accident,  several  slighter  and  shorter  fits.  He  was  left 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  them  in  weak  and  exhausted  by  them  :  but  he  soon  re- 
tbe  human  body.  I  shall  not  be  wander-  covered.  I  may  as  well  tell  you  that  his 
ing  from  our  present  subject  if  I  enumerate  paraplegia  was  not  a  whit  benefitted  by  this 
the  symptoms  to  be  expected  from  a  large  violent  action  of  the  remedy, 
dose  of  strychnia ;  especially  as  I  have  lately  You  may  suppose  that  when  I  found  one 
been  advising  you  to  make  trial  of  it  as  a  of  my  patients  in  this  alarming  state,  I  be- 
remedy  in  certain  forms  of  disease.  Dr.  came  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  condition 
Christison,  who  had  made  experiments  with  of  the  other,  who  had  taken  the  same  quan- 
it  upon  animals,  tells  us  that  the  creature  tity  of  the  strychnia,  and  lay  in  another 
*'  b^mes  agitated,  and  trembles,  and  is  then  ward.  He  told  me  that  he  bad  been  for  a 
seized  with  stiffness  and  starting  of  the  limbs,  short  period  very  dizzy,  and  had  trembled 
Hiese  symptoms  increase,  until  at  length  it  all  over;  and  at  the  time  when  I  saw  him, 
is  attacked  with  a  fit  of  general  spasm,  in  he  had  a  weight  or  uneasy  sensation  at  the 
whidi  the  head  is  bent  back,  and  the  spine  nape  of  his  neck,  which  drew  his  head  back- 
stiffened,  the  limbs  extended  and  rigid,  and  wards ;  and  he  experienced  some  difficulty 
the  respiration  checked  by  the  fixing  of  the  in  opening  his  mouth,  and  in  articulating  his 
diest  The  fit  is  then  succeeded  by  an  inter-  words.  But  he  thought  these  symptoms  were 
val  of  calm,  during  which  the  senses  are  quite  diminishing  rather  than  increasing.  He  was 
entire,  or  unnaturally  acute.  But  another  perspiring  profusely.  It  is  stated  by  Dr. 
paroxysm  soon  sets  in,  and  then  another  and  Christison  that  if  the  spasms  do  not  come 
another,  till  at  length  a  fit  takes  place  more  on  within  two  hours  after  the  poison  was 
violent  than  any  before  it,  and  the  animal  swallowed,  the  patient  is  safe.  It  was  more 
perishes  suffocated."  than  two  hours  since  ^his  patient  had  taken 
Some  time  ago  I  had  occasion  to  pre-  the  strychnia.  I  gave  him  a  full  dose  of 
scribe  the  strychnia  for  two  patients  in  the  purgative  medicine,  which  acted  as  an  eme- 
Mlddlesex  Hospital,  both  of  whom  had  pa-  tic  :  and,  after  he  had  vomited,  the  unpleasant 
raplegia.  I  directed  one  grain  to  be  inti-  sensations  about  his  head  and  neck  left  him. 
mately  mixed  with  crumb  of  bread,  so  that  it  I  scarcely  knew  what  to  do  with  the  other 
might  be  divided  into  twelve  pills  :  and  one  patient,  in  whom  the  spasms  had  commenced. 
of  these  pills,  or  one-twelfth  of  a  grain  of  There  is  nothing  satisfactorily  made  out, 
strychnia,  was  to  be  taken  by  each  patienc  that  I  know  of,  c&ncrrniug  the  mode  of 
every  six  hours.  Unluckily,  through  mis-  treating  such  cases.  Of  course,  if  one  saw 
take  or  n^ligencc  in  the  person  who  was  at  the  patient  early,  and  knew  what  he  had 
that  time  the  dispenser,  a  grain  of  the  poison  swallowed,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  would 
was  administered  at  once  to  each  patient,  be  to  procure  its  evacuation  from  the  sto- 
It  was  given  about  seven  in  the  evening.  At  mach.  But  here  it  had  had  full  time  to  get  into 
half-past  seven  it  began  to  produce  its  cha-  the  circulation :  and  no  emetic  could  have 
racteristic  effect  upon  one  of  the  patients,  withdrawn  that  part  of  it,  at  least,  which  had 
He  was  suddenly  seized  with  tetanic  spasms  ;  already  found  its  way  into  tlic  blood-vessels. 
his  legs  were  separated  widely  from  each  Allien  I  reached  him,  though  the  spasms 
other,  and  rigidly  extended  :  and  his  head  were  strong,  they  were  less  violent  than  they 
and  trunk  bent  backwards.  He  was,  in  had  been,  and  their  violence  seemed  upon 
fiict,  in  a  state  of  opisthotonos.  His  abdo-  the  wane  :  but  they  were  brought  on  by  any 
men  was  quite  hard,  and  his  limbs  stiff,  even  almost  the  slightest  muscular  effort,  or 
when  the  violence  of  the  paroxysms  abated,  change  of  position.  I  hoped  therefore  that 
He  cried  out  with  the  pain  at  the  coming  on  the  most  dangerous  period  was  passing  off, 
of  these  spasms.  Any  attempt  at  movement,  (and  so  it  turned  out)  and  I  was  fearful  of 
even  the  touching  him  by  another  person,  doing  harm  by  exciting  those  movements  of 
brought  them  on.  This  is  just  what  happens  the  body  which  accompany  the  act  of  vomit- 
in  the  dUease.  The  opening  of  a  door,  a  ing.  I  recollected  too  that  another  patient 
sudden  current  of  air,  the  smallest  bodily  in  the  hospital,  under  the  care  of  one  of  my 
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coUeagiues,  hadonoebeen  attacked  with  opis-  foarteen  to  fifteen  pounds  of  blood  being 
thotonos  after  taking  half  a  grain  of  atrych-  taken  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  by  one 
nia;'and  that  brandy  and  water  had  been  practitioner;  and  another  bleeding  his  pa- 
given  to  him ;  and  that  he  got  well  from  tient  eight  times,  and  applying  792  leeches 
that  time,  witbont  haying  another  paroxysm,  along  the  course  of  the  spine,  and  to  the 
80  I  .gave  my  patient  some  brandy  and  epigastrium.  But  this  doctrine  of  inflamma- 
water ;  and  he  seemed  the  better  for  it :  but  tion  being  at  the  bottom  of  every  case  of 
whether  or  no  it  contributed  much  to  his  tetanus  is  contradicted  by  the  plainest  facts ; 
recovery  I  cannot  be  sure.  and  the  practice  founded  upon  it  has  been 

Now  how  are  we  to  tell,  when  we  meet  pushed  to  a  most  extravagant  and  absurd 
with  such  symptoms  as  these,  whether  they  extent.  Numberless  instances  occur  of  in- 
are  the  result  of  disease,  or  of  poisoning  ?  flammation  of  the  spinal  cord  and  its  mem* 
The  symptoms  are  the  symptoms  of  tetanus  ;  branes  without  any  tetanus ;  and  equally 
I  know  of  no  means  of  distinguishing  them  numerous  examples  of  tetanus  have  been  met 
from  the  symptoms  of  tetanus  caused  by  ex-  with,  when  no  unnatural  appearance  at  all 
posure  to  cold,  or  supervening  upon  a  could  be  discovered  within  the  vertebral 
wound.  Dr.  Christison  has  suggested  that  canal.  I  say  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
the  cases  of  fatal  poisoning  by  strychnia  that  referring  the  phaenomena  of  the  disease  to 
are  quickly  fatal,  are  fktal  in  a  shorter  time  irritation^  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  spinal 
than  the  disease  ever  is.  But  if  the  case  cord ;  or  its  nervous  appendages :  and  I  am 
related  by  Professor  Robinson,  in  which  the  quite  proof  against  all  sneers  against  the 
negro  was  dead  in  fifteen  minutes,  is  to  be  alleged  vagueness  of  that  term, 
regarded  as  a  genuine  instance  of  tetanus,  If  you  irritate,  mechanically,  by  means  of 
this  distinction,  drawn  from  the  rapidity  a  pair  of  forceps,  the  exposed  spinal  cord  of 
with  which  the  poison  kills,  will  scarcely  a  recently  decapitated  animal,  a  turtle  for 
hold.  Again,  persons  who  have  taken  an  example,  you  produce  spasmodic  contraction 
overdose  of  strychnia  sometimes  survive  the  of  the  limbs :  what  difficulty  is  there  in  sup- 
tetanic  symptoms,  but  die  afterwards  from  posing  that  some  mechanic  irritation  ex- 
the  irritant  effects  of  the  poison  upon  the  isting  within  the  spinal  canal  of  a  living  man 
mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canaL  may  have  a  similar  effect  ?  It  may  be,  and 
This  we  do  not  observe  in  the  disease.  In  probably  is,  sometimes,  the  mechanical  irrl- 
Buspicious  or  questionable  cases,  we  must  tation  caused  by  the  altered  state  of  the 
look  into  the  history  of  the  patient ;  enquire  blood-vessels  under  inflammation ;  for  we 
whether  he  were  likely  to  wish  to  destroy  sometimes  find  traces  of  such  inflammation 
himself;  what  he  last  swallowed,  and  when  in  the  spinal  marrow  after  death  by  tetanus* 
it  was  taken ;  whether  he  has  lately  been  Again,  if  you  irritate,  by  pinching,  one  of 
exposed  to  the  injurious  influence  of  cold,  the  spinal  nerves  of  a  turtle  whose  head  has 
especially  to  a  stream  of  cold  air  while  he  jnst  been  cut  off — if  you  irritate  one  of 
was  perspiring ;  and  Whether  he  has  recently  these  nerves  in  any  part  of  its  course,  what 
received  any  bodily  hurt.  By  a  careful  in-  happens  ?  why  the  muscles  of  the  limbs  con- 
▼estigation  of  all  the  dreumstances,  we  shall  tract  spasmodicallv ;  those  on  the  side  to 
generally  be  enabled  to  decide  the  true  nature  which  that  nerve  belongs,  and  those  on  the 
of  the  case ;  but  it  is  clearly  necessary  that  other  side  also.  That  property  of  the  cord 
our  eyes  should  be  open  to  the  possibility  of  comes  into  play  which  I  have  so  often  men- 
a  ctae  of  poisoning  by  some  of  the  prepara-  tioned:  a  property  which  it  possesses  inde- 
tions  of  strychnia  bdng  palmed  upon  us  as  pendantly  of  the  brain ;  which  it  evinoea 
a  case  of  natural  disease.  when  all  communication  with  the  brain  is 

The  patholoffy  of  tetanus  is  undoubtedly  cut  off;  a  property,  therefore,  which  maybe 

obscure :  but  not  more  so,  I  conceive,  than  manifested  widiout  any  exercise  of  volitiont 

that  of  those  nervous  diseases  in  general  and  even  in  spite  of  efforts,  made  by  the  will 

which  produce  violent  symptoms,  and  even  to  restrain  its  msnifestation :   I  mean,  of 

death  itself,  without  leavii^  any  traces  of  ooune,  the  property  whereby  it  is  capable  of 

their  operation  inscribed  upon    the    dead  receiving  impressions  through  the  medium  of 

materials  of  the  body.    Nay,  it  is  not  so  its  afferent  nerves,  firom  parts  at  a  distance, 

obscure  as  several  othere.     I  think  we  may  and  of  originating  motion  in  the  muscles  of 

fairly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  symp-  the  trunk  and  limbs  through  the  medium  of 

toms  result  from  irritation  of  the  agnnal  its  efferent  nerves.     By  the  courtesy  of  Dr. 

ewrd,  or  of  its  afferent  nerves ;  and  that  the  Marahall  Hall   I   have  been    affonied  the 

brain  is  not  involved  in  the  disease.    The  opportunity  of  witnessing,  in  the  headless 

French  (at  least  some  of  the  most  modem  turtle,  the  phenomena  that  I  have  been 

writen  on  tetanus)  hold  that  it  is  slways  an  describing  to  you.     Surely  they  throw  a 

inflammatorycomplaint ;  and  that  it  consists  broad  light  upon  the  pathology  of  tetanus, 

essentially  in  inflammation  of  the    spinal  and  of  some  other  affections.  We  infbr  from 

marrow :  and  some  of  them  have  sought  to  them,  most  legitimately  as  it  seems  to  me, 

remedy  it  by  enormous  blood-lettings;  from  that  the  tonic  spasm  which  cfaaraoterizea  the 
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^iaoMe  we  are  oonskMng  may  be  cueed  to  produce  the  spasmodic  action;  and  we 

hf  a  d^seasBd  state  of  the  spinal  marrow  find  that  slight  iujuries,  as  wdl  as  serere, 

Itadf;    or  fay  a  morbid  condition  of  the  win  bring  on  the  disease,  when,  by  the  opera- 

aerres  that  belong  to  it.    In  the  ktter  case,  tion  of  certain  injorioos  agencies,  the  frame 

irritation  is  set  up  at  the  free  extremity,  or  has  been  predispcMed,  and  rendered  morbidly 

somewhere  in  the  course,  of  incident  nerves;  snsceptible.    Tliere  is  no  part  of  the  tnmk 

sdong  these  nerres  an  influence  is  conducted  or  limbs  which  is  not  supplied  with  nenrea 

to  this  crsnio-spinal  axis,  in  which  a  process  from  the  spinal  cord ;  and  we  find  that  inju- 

or  change  takes  place,  whereby  an  answering  ries  of  irariona  parts,  or  of  almost  any  part, 

influence  is  reflected  to 'the  mnsdes  along  in  an  individual   predisposed  to   take  on 

motor    nenres:    and    the  whole    circle  of  the    disordered    action,    will    produce    it. 

action  and  reaction  is  run  tlirough  with  the  The  exciting  cause  may  be  a  wound  irritating 

suddenness  and  swiftness  of  lightning,  or  of  a  particular  nenre :  it  may  be  exposure  to 

thought.    Yon  cannot  expect  that  visible  cold,  acting  upon  the  extremities  of  yarious 

marbi  of  the  irritating  cause  should,  in  all  nerves  that  proceed  from  the  surface :    it 

cases,  be  left  upon  the  body;  any  more  than  may  be  a  bundle  of  worms,  irritatiug  the 

yon  could  discern  the  pinch  made  by  the  nerves  spread  upon  the*  mucous  tissue  of 
foTOBps  after  they  were  withdrawn.                 .  the  alimentary  canal ;    for    I   omitted    to 

When,  in  the  experiments  to  which  I  have  State  before  that  some  writers,  especially 
referred,  Dr.  Hall  plucked  or  compressed  MM.  Laurent  and  Lomburd,  have  main- 
one  of  the  denuded  spinal  nerves,  spasmodic  tained  that  tetanus  is  almost  always,  even 
motions  were  excited  in  the  muscles  of  botk  when  it  supervenes  after  wounds,  the  result 
Metg  and  above,  as  well  as  below,  thejunc-  of  the  presence  of  worms  in  the  digestive 
tion  of  that  nerve  with  the  cord.  This  diews  organs.  They  have  founded  this  opinion 
that  the  change  (whatever  it  be)  that  is  upon  the  /aei,  that  worms  have  been  very 
wrought  in  the  eord  by  impressions  nuuie  fi^uently  indeed  found  in  the  stomadi  or 
npon  one  of  its  afferent  nerves,  is  not  neoes-  intestines  of  persons  dead  of  this  disorder, 
saiily  confined  to  the  corresponding  je^rmsa/  I  think  this  is  a  point  well  worth  attending 
of  the  cord ;  but  may  be  instantly  commu-  to.  It  is  objected  that  worms  infest  .the 
nicated,  in  both  directions,  throughout  its  human  body  without  causing  tetanus: 
entire  course:  the  whole  of  this  centre  of  but  the  very  same  thing  may  be  said 
tiie  exdto-motory  system  responding  to  the  of  the  operation  of  cold ;  and  of  external 
influence  conveyed  by  a  Biggie  nerve,  as  injuries.  Any  of  these  may  probably 
completely  as  a  tight  string  vibrates  from  excite  the  disorder,  when  the  body  is 
end  to  end,  when  struck  at  any  one  point,  preteraaturally  susceptible  of  it.  The  real 
We  frequently,  indeed,  find  that  the  excited  mystery  lies  in  this  predisposition.  We 
motions  are  more  limited :  but  it  is  important  have  reason  to  suppose  that  a  high  atmoe- 
to  mark  this  ready  consent  of  the  whole  cord,  pheric  temperature  continued  for  some  time 
uder  suffident  excitement.  is  Ofie  predisposing  cause ;  but  how  it  ope- 

Dr.  Hall  has  given  certain  distinguishing  rates,  or  what  is  that  state  of  system  in 

^ithets  to  tetsnus,  according  to  Uie  sup-  which  the  increased  susceptibility  consists, 

posed  source  and  locality  of  the  irritstion.  these  are  points  concerning  which  we  are 

When  the  irritating  cause  operates  directiy  really  in  the  dark. 

upon  the  spinal  conl  itsdf  ,  he  calls  the  dis-  The  disease  is  common  enough  in  the 

ease  centric  tetanus :  when  it  resides  in  some  lower  animals :  and  it  is  frequentiy  eccentric 

part  of  the  body,  distant  from  the  spinal  In  them  $  brought  on  by  injuries,  mostiy  of 

cord,  he  caUs  the  disease  eccentric  tetanus,  the  extremities.     Locked-jaw  is  well  known 

These  are  good  and  intelligible  names ;  and  in  the  nosology  of  fivriers.    It  is  not  unoom- 

I  shidl  take  leave  to  adopt  them.  mon  in  the  horse  after  castration.    Iremem- 

Obsenrve  now  how  well  this  explanation  her  a  mare  belonging  to  my  father  dying  of 

meets  the  facts  of  the  esse.    We  sometimes  that  disease  a  few  days  after  foaling.     Dr. 

find  the  spinal  cord  or  its  membranes  in-  Parry  noticed  eccentric  tetanus  in  lambs. 

flamed,  when  there  has  been  tetanic  spasm.  *'  I  have  often  seen  lambs,''  says  he,  **  whose 

We  then  r^r  the  spasm  to  the  centric  irri-  ears,  for  the   purpose  of  marking  them, 

tation.   But  in  a  fer  greater  number  of  cases  have  been  bored  with  a  red-hot  iron  too 


we  can  detect  no  marks  whatever  of  disease  near  the  root,  so  rigid  all  over  with  tetanus, 

in  the  spinal  canal,  but  we  know  that  an  alternating    with    convulsions^    that    their 

irritating  cause  has  been  applied  to  parts  at  bodiea    would     project   in   a   right   line 

a  distance :   often  we  have  evidence  wliich  is  with  their  hind  1^,  when  one  hdid  them 

visible  that  a  nerve  has  been  iiqnred,  torn  out  horisontally  by  the  hind  feet."     Dr. 

across  perhi^,  or  half  torn,  or  compressed  Mason  Good  tells  us  that  parrots  also  are 

in  some  way  or  other;  just  as  we  might  frequentiy  affected  with  trismus:  a  calamity 

compress  a  nerve,  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  in  which,  supposing  the  bird  to  be  within  ear- 

a  decapitated  turtle.  That  experiment  ahows  shot,  it  would  be  difficult  to  oommiserate. 
us  thai  very  slight  irritation  may  be  enough        We  are  not  advancing  any  wild  theory, 


216    DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 

then,  respectmg  the  controverted  pathology-  ytywim ;  if  they  get  over  this  period  they 
of  this  duesMy  when  we  ky  down  Uie  follow-  recover.  And  to  this  we  can  only  add  now, 
ing  propositions :  that  it  is  essentially  a  dis-  that  tiiose  who  survive  the  first  few  days, 
order  of  theexcito-motory  apparatus;  that  it  and  ultimately  get  well,  recover  in  a  variety 
results  from  irritation  of  a  peculiar  kind,  of  different  ways,  and  under  various  modes 
affecting  that  part  of  the  nervous  system ;  of  treatment.  But  as  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
that  the  irritating  cause  may  be  centric,  or  ment  which  is  to  be  preferred,  or  even  as  to 
within  the  spinal  canal  itself ;  and  that  it  the  real  efficacy  of  any  mode,  there  is  much 
may  also  be,  and  often  is,  eccentric,  or  room  for  doubt.  Under  every  plan  of 
situated  at  the  extremity  or  somewhere  in  management  a  vast. majority  die. 
the  course  of  one  or  more  of  the  afferent  Let  us  briefly  pass  in  review  the  principal 
spinal  nerves ;  and  that  a  certain  predispod-  remedies  that  have  been  tried,  and  enquire 
tion  of  the  body  is  for  the  most  part  neces-  what  degree  of  success  has  followed  their 
nry,  to  render  it  susceptible  of  the  disease  employment. 

mider  the  operation  of  the  exciting  irrita-  One  drug  from  which  much  benefit  has 
tion.  been  hoped  for,  is  opium.  In  some  spas- 
Atone  time  it  was  supposed  that  the  phy-  modic  disorders  it  is  of  unquestionable 
meal  cause  of  the  disease  was  detected,  in  the  .  service.  Very  large  doses  of  it  have  been 
presence  of  more  or  fewer  thin  scales  of  bony  given  and  borne  in  tetanus ;  and  some  have 
matter,  Ijring  in  or  upon  the  arachnoid  of  recovered  under  its  use,  and  more  have 
the  cord.     I  have  myself  seen  these  after  died. 

death  preceded  by  tetanic  symptoms.  But  It  is  well  known  that  pain  fortifies  the 
tetanus  often  happens  and  proves  fatal  with-  nervous  system  against  the  peculiar  influence 
out  them  :  and  they  are  often  met  with  when  of  narcotic  substances.  We  need  not,  there- 
there  has  been  no  tetanus.  If,  therefore,  fore,  be  surprised  that  opium,  administered 
there  be  any  connexion  between  these  thin  in  enormous  quantities,  in  this  painful  dis- 
plates  of  ossification  and  the  occurrence  of  ease,  has  had  but  little  effect.  I  was  assured 
tetanus  (which  may  well  be  questioned)  it  by  a  physician,  with  whom  I  formed  an 
must  be  of  this  kind ;  that  the  scales  of  bony  acquaintance  in  Edinburgh  some  years  ago, 
matter  predispose  the  spinal  cord,  somehow,  and  who  is  known,  I  find,  to  a  student  now 
to  be  affiled  by  the  exciting  causes  of  the  present,  that  his  own  wife,  while  labouring 
disease.  under  a  tetanic  affection,  swallowed,  in* 
The  doctrines  recently  propounded  by  twenty  succei^ive  days,  upwards  of  40,000 
Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  of  which  the  importance  drops  of  laudanum,  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
becomes  daily  more  apparent,  and  by  which  more  than  two  ounces  a  day ;  in  all,  more 
his  name  will  be  enduringly  connected  with  than  an  imperial  quart.  The  lady  recovered, 
the  physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  acquire  A  case  is  recorded  in  the  2d  volume  of  the 
a  strong  confirmation  from  the  phsenomena  Medico-Chirkrgical  TnoMaciUmMf  in  which 
of  tetanus.  They  furnish  a  key  to  many  an  ounce  of  tolid  opium  was  taken,  in 
problems  which  had  previously  perplexed  divided  doses,  every  day,  for  22  days.  This 
the  pathologist ;  and  they  do  this  simply  by  appears  a  more  astounding  instance  than 
distinguishing  the  proper  functions  of  the  the  former ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  was 
two  distinct  nervous  centres ;  the  brain  and  so ;  for,  in  this  complaint,  solid  opium  does 
the  spinal  cord.  But  the  practical  applica-  not  always  dissolve  in  the  stomach.  I  have 
tion  of  these  new  views  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  heard  the  late  Mr.  Abemethy  say  that  he 
Treatment. — ^The  treatment  of  tetanus  is  had  found  enough  undissolved  pills  of  opium 
a  mortifying  subject.  The  disease  is  and  has  in  the  stomach  after  death,  to  poison  a 
always  been  a  lamentably  fatal  one.  Hip-  dozen  healthy  persons.  This  fact  should 
pocrates  says,  cvi  rp^fum  mraafios  tmiywo'  teach  you,  if  you  resolve  on  trying  opium 
liwos,  Bavoffiopt  tetanus  supervening  on  a  at  all,  to  exhibit  it  in  a  liquid  form  ;  lauda- 
wound,  is  mortal :  and  the  aphorism  holds  num,  or  a  solution  of  the  acetate,  or  of  the 
true,  with  very  few  exceptions,  in  the  present  muriate  of  morphia.  And  it  would  be  well, 
day.  Abnost  all  the  acute  and  severe  I  think,  to  combine  the  external  use  with 
traumatic  cases  are  fatal.  Hennen  declares  the  internal  administration  of  opium  ;  to 
that  he  never  saw  a  case  of  '*  acute  symp-  blister  the  spine,  and  strew  the  blistered 
tomatic  tetanus"  recover.  Dr.  Dickson  surface  with  powdered  acetate  of  morphia, 
found  all  curative  measures  followed  by  while  you  give  it  in  solution  by  the  mouth, 
"unqualified disappointment.''  Mr. Morgan  It  is  sometimes  a  difiicult  matter  to 
uses  these  words :  "  I  have  never  yet  seen  or  introduce  medicine  by  the  mouth,  so  strong 
heard  of  an  instance  of  recovery  from  acute  is  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles 
tetanus.  Another  of  Hippocrates's  apho-  that  close  the  jaws.  You  cannot  get  the 
risms  is,  6tto99i  vwo  rrravov  h\iaicopJai  cic  mouth  open.  Some  persons  set  to  work 
TCdrtra^iy^fwpilo-ir  aro^Xvr^flu;  they  who  are  to  heave  it  open,  by  levers ;  and  it  has  been 
seised  with  tetanus,  die  within  four  days :  proposed,  and  1  believe  practised,  to  break 
but  he  adds  lyr  St  rairrot  ^m^vyrnvw  d^iccs  off  or  extract  a  tooth  or  two,  to  make  a 
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for  the  introduction  of  medicine  uid  though  the  bleeding,  when  adopted,  ahoold  be 

of  nonriahment ;  bat  I  hope  yon  will  never  early,  free,  and  full,  lo  as  to  produce  aome 

be  guilty  of  such  clumsy  barbarity  as  this,  sensible  impression  upon  the  system,  yet  we 

Food,  and  physic,  may  be  carried  into  the  must  always  use  this  remedy  with  caution. 

fauces  or  into  the  stomach  by  means  of  a  The  tendency  of  the  disease  is  to  exhaust 

flexible  tube :    and  this    may  be  inserted  the  power  of  the  heart ;  and  if  by  one  over- 

throngh  the  nostril ;  or  through  the  mouth,  bleeding  we  bring  that  organ  to  a  stand-stUl, 

by  passing  it  between  the  jaws,  behind  the  it  may  refuse  to  begin  again. 

iMck  teeth,  where  there  is  always  an  aper-  In  a  complaint  which  depends  so  much  on 

ture  that  will  admit  a  sufficiently  large  tube,  irritation,  and  so  often  on  manifest  irritation 

After  all,  in  respect  to  the  cures  that  have  of  external  parts,  we  look  naturally  to  the 

been  ascribed  to  the  opiate  treatment,  they  warm  bath  for  help.     And  it  has  been  fairly 

have  all  (so  far  as  I  know)  occurred  in  cases  tried :  and  some  persons  have  found  it  use- 

of  the  milder  or  more  chronic  tetanus ;  and  ful ;  and  others  have  found  it  useless,  doing 

mostly  in  the  idiopathic  form  of  the  disease ;  neither  good  nor  harm  ;  and  some  have  oon- 

and  tills  circumstance  makes  it  a  question  demned  it  as  actually  hurtful. 

whether  they  were  euret  at  all :  whether  The  cold  bath  has  been  extolled  as  H  much 

they  were  not  simply  recoveries.  more  powerful  agent.than  the  warm ;  and  so. 

Dr.  William  Budd  (in  the  paper  already  doubtiess,  it  is.     But  it  is  more  potent  for 

referred  to)  challenges  the  propriety,  on  harm  as  well  as  for  good.     For  example : 

physiological  principles,  of  giving  any  opium  a  tetanic  patient,  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 

in  this  disease.     He  says  "  it  has  been  ascer-  was  plunged  into  a  cold  bath,  at  his  own 

tained  that  the  effect  of  that  drug  is  to  ex-  request.      '*  All  the  symptoms  disappeared 

cite,  and   not  to  quiet,  the  motor  function  (says  Mr.  Morgan)  in  a  moment ;  and  he  was 

of  the  spinal  cord  :  indeed,  it  is  well  %nown  almost  immediately  taken  out  of  the  bath : 

that  the  motor  acts  of  the  cord  may  be  ren-  but  he  was  taken  out  lifeless."     Sir  James 

dered  much  more  active  and  powerful,  by  M'Grigor  says  that,  during  the  campaign  in 

giving,  before  decapitation,  opium  to  animals  Spain,  "  the  warm  bath  gave  only  momen- 

that  are  to  be  subjects  of  experiment."     He  tary  relief;  and  the  cold  bath  was  worse  than 

oonsiden   "  these  objections,  furnished  by  useless." 

tiieory,  to  be  motives  sufficient  for  the  future  However,  the  application  of  cold  water  to 

exclusion  of  opium  from  the  treatment  of  the  surface  has,  in  many  recorded  instances, 

tetanus."  been  of  at  least  temporary  benefit  and  com- 

I  had  long  been  aware  that  the  effect  of  fort :  and,  in  the  West  Indies,  where  the 

opium  upon  frogs  was  to  produce  tetanic  disease  is  common,  the  cold  afiuiion  still  con- 

apasms.     But  in  no  case  of  poisoning  by  tinues,  I  believe,  to  be  the  most  favourite 

opium  in  the  human  subject  (and  I  have  expedient.    After  it,  the  patient  is  rubbed 

teen  a  great  many)  have  I  ever  witnessed  dry,   put  to  bed,   and  has  laudanum  ad- 

any  approach  to  tetanus :  and  I  much  ques-  ministered.     I  have  again  to  observe,  of  this 

tion  the  safety  of  arguing,  in  such  matters,  remedy  also,  that  it  is  chiefly  serviceable  in 

from  what  we  know  to  happen  in  the  inferior  the  idiopathic  form  of  tetanus.     It  has  been 

animals,  to  what  we  suppose  would  happen  tried  upon  animals.     Dr.  Parry  says  that  it 

in  man.  was  quite  unavailing  in  the  case  of  certain 

The  failure,  however,   of  opium  in  the  lambs  that  had  the  disease.     In  a  note  which 

severer  forms  of  the  malady,  and  its  equivo-  I  made  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Abemethy's 

eal  utility  in  any,  taken  together  with  these  lecture  on  Tetanus,   I   find  the  foUowing 

theoretical  objections,  prevent  my  recw/n-  statement.     "The  effect  of  cold  in  diminish- 

mendmg  opium  as  a  remedy  for  tetanus.  ing  excessive  muscular  action  was  strikingly 

Blood-Mting, — What  is  the  result  of  shewn  in  the  case  of  a  horse    belonging  to 

-  experience  in  regard   to   blood-letting  in  Profetsor  Coleman,  which  had  tetanus.    The 

tetanus?     I  am  afraid  that,  as  a  curative  animal  was  slung,   and  carried  out  of  the 

agent,   it  has  very  little  power  over  the  stable,  and  laid  on  the  snow,  which  was  then 

diseate.    Yet  it  may  be,  and  probably  is,  on  the  ground :   and  he  was  covered  over 

of  considerable  use,  as  an  auxiliary  to  other  with  snow  also.    A  horse  affected  with  teta^ 

measures.      When  the  disorder  bears  any  nus  is  a  curious  sight.    •  His  legs  straddle, 

aspect  of  inflammation — ^when,  for  instance,  and  become  stiff;  his  ears  are  pricked  up ; 

fever  is  lighted  up,  and  pain  is  felt  along  the  and  his  tail  sticks  out.     In  this  case,  on  the 

course  of  the  spine,  or  when  the  approach  of  application  of  the  snow,  his  ears  sunk,  his 

the  spasm  is  marked  by  the  supervention  or  tail  became  pliant,  and  the  rigidity  of  his 

the  increase  of  pain  in  the  wound — our  muscles  was  removed.     He  was  again  taken 

chance  of  doing  good  by  venesection  is  the  into  the  stable,  and  the  spasms  returned." 

greatest.     Some  of  the  cases  that  happened  Mr.  Abemethy  said,  that  were  he  himself 

m  the  Peninsular  war,  were  decidedly  bene*  the  subject  of  tetanus,  he' would  desire  to 

fited  by  blood-letting  practised  under  such  have  the  cold  affusion  tried.     If  you  are 

drenrastances.      I  need  scarcely  say  that  willing  to  assay  the  same  remedy,  do  not 
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plunge  your  patient  into  a  cold  bath,  but  Btill  frequent,  short,  and  teasing,  is  from 

take  him  out  of  hia  bed  on  an  extended  aheet,  time  to  time  more  or  less  bronchial  in 

aplaah  him  weU  with  cold  water,  wipe  him  its  character,  is  attended  with  ezpecto- 

diry,  and  place  him  in  another  dry  bed.  ration,  seems  to  implicate  the  whole 

Thia  wiU  often,  for  a  time  at  leaat,  diminiah  chest,  is  deeper  toned,  more  sonorous, 

the  spasmodic  action  ;Kid  the  patient  wiU  ^nd  preceded  by  a  tolerably  full  inspi- 

aometunea  alaep  comfortably  after  it.  ^^^^     Should  the  Iwyng^  irritation 

entirely  subside,  the  nrst-named  cha- 

ON  THB  racteristics  of  the  cough  cease,  the  last- 

SYPHILITIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  mentioned  becoming  pr^ominant  and 

LUNG.  ultimately  existing  alone.    This,  how- 

_    ,--             -_          ---^  ever,  is  but  rarely  the  case;   for  the 

By  WttLiAM  MuNK,  M.D.  erythematous  condition  of  the  larynx 

Phyaidan  to  the  Tower  HamletaDiapeMary.  commonly  continues,  and,  giving  rise 

[Concluded  from  page  183.]  to  short  and  hacking  cough,  with  occa- 

(7br  the  Medieai  Oaiette.J  sional  attacks  of  a  bronchial  nature, 

together  present  that  resemblance  to 

phthisis  nrom  whence  has  originated 

As   secondary   symptoms   in   General  the  mistaken  diagnosis  before  aUuded 

may  show  themselves  at  very  different  to. 

periods  from  the  primary  contamina-  From  the  inner  membrane  of  the  air- 
tion,  so  may  chronic  syphilitic  bron-  i>a8sa^,  when  once  affected,  a  secre- 
chitis  originate  at  short  or  distant  tion  is  soon  poured  forth ;  from  the 
intervals  from  the  original  attack.  Its  larynx  at  first  of  a  toueh  clear  mucus, 
order  of  occurrence,  in  relation  to  other  expelled  with  difficulty  ;  from  the 
secondary  phenomena,  cannot,  I  be-  bronchiee,  of  a  thinner,  but,  neverthelesSi 
lieve,  in  the  present  state  of  our  know-  tenacious  fluid,  abundant  in  quantity, 
ledge,  be  positively  indicated :  but  the  and,  by  its  presence,  obstructing  the 
observations  I  have  hitherto  made  tend  tubes,  giving  rise  to  wheezing  and  some 
to  show  that  it  is  most  usually  observed  shortness  of  breath.  Its  physical  pro- 
late in  the  series.  I  have  known  it  perties  eventually  alter ;  it  loses,  more 
take  precedence  of  the  affection  of  the  or  less  rapidly  and  completely,  the 
throat  I  but  far  more  frequently  it  sue-  mucous  character,  becoming  abundant^ 
ceeds  to  this,  the  morbid  action  creeping  purulent,  and  diffluent.  This  condition 
gradually  and  slowly  along  the  larynx  of  the  expectoration,  when  the  attack 
and  trachea  into  the  bronchial  tubes,  is  fairly  established,  has  been  alluded 
In  such  cases  the  attack  presents  many  to  by  most  writers.  A  brief  continu- 
of  the  phenomena,  and  lollows  mucn  ance  of  this  abundant  purulent  expec- 
the  same  course,  as  common  catarrh,  toration  suffices  toproduce  hectic,  even 
There  is  first  the  affection  of  the  throat,  if  hectic  of  a  sypmlitic  character  has 
indicated  by  change  of  colour,  shght  not  already  appeared.  Commonly, 
tume&ction,  a  sense  of  roughness  and  however,  some  traces  of  feverish  disease 
pain  about  the  part,  with  some  diffi-  will  be  detected  ere  the  expectoration 
culty  of  swallowmg.  The  voice  may  arrives  at  this  stage.  In  either  case, 
next  become  somewhat  hoarse ;  there  indeed,  it  will  be  found  that,  upon 
is  tickling  or  irritation  in  the  larynx  {  the  supervention  of  purulent  expecto- 
frequent,  short,  diy,  teasing  cough,  ration,  symptoms  of  a  hectic  type  will 
and,  after  a  time  perhaps,  sense  of  appear,  or,  if  already  present,  be  ma* 
slight  heat  within  the  chest,  soreness  tenally  aggravated, 
beneath  the  sternum,  and  more  or  less  In  uie  ueteh  I  have  now  given  of 
constriction.  The  character  of  the  the  progress  of  this  disease,  I  have 
cough  becomes  now  either  much  mo-  taken,  as  an  example,  a  well-marked 
difi^  or  altogether  changed — a  circunji-  case  running  a  somewhat  rapid  course, 
stance  which  depends  on  the  persistance  In  the  majority  of  instances  it  will  be 
or  cessation  of  irritation  in  the  mucous  found  that  the  symptoms  depending 
lining  of  the  larynx.  Should  it  con-  upon  laryngeal  or  tracheal  irritation 
tinue,  the  symptoms  depending  thereon  persist  for  some  considerable  time  alone, 
are  combined  with  those  to  which  the  and  are  only  gradually  and  slowly  com- 
bronchial  afi^tion  gives  rise,  and  are,  bined  with  those  of  bronchial  inflam- 
according  to  their  severity,  propor-  mation. 
tionally  modified ;  the  cough,  though  From  my  own  observation  I  can  say 
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bat  little  r^;arding  the  morbid  appear-  whole  lung.    He  was  ordered  quinine 

ances  presented  by  the  bronchial  mem-  and  iodide  of  potassium,  with  anodynes, 

brane  when  affected  with   syphilitic  at  night,  but  sank  perfectly  esiiausted 

inflammation.    I  am  glad,  therefore,  on  the  15th  of  September.    Numerous 

rn  this  point  to  be  enabled  to  adduce  minute  ulcerations  existed  on  the  mu- 

opinions  of  a  gentleman  of  great  cous  linins^  of  the  larynx ;  there  were 

experience,  whose    attention  has  for  none  in  the  trachea;   but  below  tiie 

some  years  been  given  in  an  especial  bifurcation  they  again  appeared,  be- 

manner  to  the  effects  of  syphilis  upon  coming  more  and  more  numerous  the 

the  pulmonary  tissues.    My  friend  Th*.  smaller  the  tubes.     In  the  smallest  of 

P.  D.  Sadowski,  in  a  communication  the  bronchiae  examined  there  appeared 

with  which  he  has  favoured  me,  dated  one  continuous  sheet  of  ulceration,  the 

Prague,  July  18,  1840,  states,  in  reply  individual  ulcers  having,  as  it  seemed, 

to  some  inquiries,  that  a  very  common  run  one  into  the  other.    The  bronchise 

consequence  of  syphilitic  bronchitis  is  were  filled  with  purulent  matter,  and 

ulceration  of  the  membrane ;  that  the  the  inferior  lobes  of  the  lung  were 

individual  ulcers  are  small  in  size,  but  slightly  congested, 

exceedingly  numerous,    and  may,  in  The  action  of  syphilis  on  the  pulmo- 

some  instances,  be  detected  over  the  nary  organs  is  sometimes  evidenced  in 

^preater  portion  of  the  membrane,  even  the  form  of  pneumonia.    Of  this  I  have 

m  the  smallest  tubes.    The  following  now  seen  two  interesting  examples,  and 

case,  which  proved  fatal  in  September,  some  of  the  recorded  cases  to  which  I 

1839,  and  was  under  my  care  for  the  have  above   alluded  would  certainly 

last  six  weeks  of  the  i>atient's  Ufe,  is  appear  to  be  of  this  nature.    The  case 

confirmatory  of  the  opinion  above  ex-  of  a  soldier,    "  £x    male  curata  lue 

pressed.      A  younsp  gentleman,  then  venerea  phthisicus  foetus,"  detailed  in 

nineteen    years    oi    age,    contracted  the  Acta   Medicorum  Berolinensium, 

syphilis  in  Paris  during  the  summer  of  was  evidently  of  this  kind.    Inthorace 

1837.     He  was  then  commencing  a  (writesthe  reporter) ''dexter  puhnonum 

tour  which  it  was  intended  should  ex-  lobus  maximam  partem  erat  consumtus 

tend  over  a  great  part  of  the  continent,  pars  residua  pure  scatebat  cujus  etiam 

in  company  with  his  j^arents  and  two  magna    quantitas   in   cavitate    hujus 

sisters.    A  natural  desire  for  secresy,  lateris  apparebat    Sinister  pidmonum 

and  a  somewhat  rapid  change  from  lobus  pleurce  erat  adnatus  substantia 

place  to  place,  were  obstacles  to  efficient  ejus  extima  apparebit  Integra  interior 

treatment  and  proper  medical  super-  autem  vesiculosa  substantia  erat  purv- 

intendence.    He  took  mercury,  but  did  knta  et  hinc  inde  vomkU  pure  repletis 

so  both  irregularly  and  inefficiently.  obeita*J* 

The  primary  symptoms  subsided,  and  In  the  cases  of  syphilitic  pneumonia 

on  reaching  Vienna,  where  he  wintered,  which  have  fallen  imder  my  observa- 

he  underwent  a  course  of  sarsaparilla.  tion,  both  the  local  and  general  symp- 

6y  this  he  was  much  benefitted ;  but,  toms  have  been  more  severe  than  in  the 

in  the  autumn  of  1838,  bdng  then  in  ordinary  run  of  cases    of  syphilitic 

the  North  of  Italy,  was  attacked  with  bronchitb.      There    has   been   more 

sore-throat.    To  this  there  supervened  marked  disturbance  of  respiration,  an 

hoarseness,  ulceration  of  the  soft  palate,  expression  of  countenance  indicative 

cough,  a  copper-coloured  erui>tion  on  of  considerable  distress,  with  persistent 

the  skin,  nodes,  nocturnal  pains,  and  feverishness ;  among  the  symptoms  of 

heavy  perspirations.    Matters  became  which  heat  of  the  surfocehas  been  very 

eraduaUy  worse,  and  I  saw  him  for  the  prominently  marked, 

first  time  in  August,  1839,  about  three  The  origin  and  early  progress   of 

months  after  his  return  to  England,  these  cases  I  have  had  no  opportunity 

He  was  then  confined  to  bed,  was  ex-  of  watching,  the  disease,  in  the  only 

ceedingly  emaciated   and   debilitated,  two  instances   I   have   seen,    having 

had    nequent  and  distressing  cough,    ■. 

copious  purulent  expectoration,   toee-  *  No  mention  is  made  in  this  case  of  the  ex- 

tlipr    wifh    avmT^t/iniB   wHi#*Vi     Uft   r\n  i»tcnce  of  tubercles  j  whilst  in  the  narration  next 

!r^.      P^y^P.?"®   wmcn     leU   no  ensulnip  their  presence  is  particnlarly  referred 

doubt   of  the   existence   of   laryngeal  to.    IVom  this  ciraunstance  it  seems  legitimate 

disease.      The    chest  was    perfectly  ^  ~°*^*?i«,*^i  ^^ey  were  not  pr^..^^.^ 

%    J.              -L      J     r             "^  case  quoted  in  the  text,  and,  conseqnenuT,  that 

sonorous ;    but    an   abundant   coarse  the  disease  under  which  the  patient  Uboored 

mucous  rhoDchus  was  evident  over  the  wm  truly  pneomonitic  in  character. 
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existed  for  some  weeks  previously  to  dually  to  the  signs  of  solidification, 
coming  under  my  care.  Respiration  This  man  had  a  rather  severe  attack  of 
has  in  both  cases  been  considerably  syphilis  twelve  months  previously ;  for 
quickened  —  a  condition  which  was  which  he  was  mercurialized  by  a  sur- 
much  increased  both  by  corporeal  and  geon  in  Liverpool.  In  August  the 
mental  excitement ;  there  has  been  eruption  made  its  appearance,  and, 
frequent  cough,  scanty  and  viscid  ex-  towards  the  latter  end  of  September, 
pectoration,  pains  in  the  sides  and  back,  the  thoracic  symptoms,  without,  how- 
worse  during  the  early  part  of  the  nig^ht,  ever,  his  being  able  to  attribute  them 
increased  by  pressure,  and  having  to  any  evident  external  cause.  These 
altogether  very  much  of  the  character  had  precedence  for  about  two  months 
of  periostitis  of  the  ribs.  In  one  of  the  of  the  affection  of  the  throat.  He  was 
cases  there  were  attacks  of  a  spasmodic  cupped  between  the  blade-bones,  took 
character,  occurring  generally  during  two  or  three  saline  anerients,  and  was 
the  first  sleep,  and,  in  many  other  then  ordered  blue  pill  and  opium.  A 
respects,  imitating  asthma.  The  pulse,  good  deal  of  constitutional  disturbance 
in- both  instances,  was  small,  frequent,  was  the  result,  and,  although  mercury 
and  quick;  the  skin  hot,  dry,  and  was  ordered  in  different  forms  and 
harsh ;  and  there  were  partial  sweats  variously  combined,  its  employment 
at  night,  occurring  more  particularly  was  productive  of  more  evil  than  good, 
about  the  chest.  The  physical  signs  the  pulmonary  affection  being  unalle- 
observed  were  the  crepitant  rattle,  dul-  viated ;  while  the  bowels  were  much 
ness  on  percussion,  absence  [of  respira-  disordered,  and  the  whole  system 
tory  murmur,  blowing  respiration,  and  thrown  into  an  irritable  state.  Fivc- 
bronchophony.  One  circumstance  has  grain  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium,  with 
struck  me  as  curious  in  these  attacks,  tincture  of  hop,  in  decoction  of  sarsa- 
and  as  well  worthy  of  remark  ;  namely,  parilla,  were  now  given  three  times  a 
the  length  of  time  during  which  the  day,  and  the  compound  soap-pill  at 
crepitant  rhonchus  may  continue,  with-  bed-time.  Within  a  fortnight  there 
out  giving  place  to  solidification  and  was  an  evident  improvement;  and  in 
its  attendant  physical  phenomena.  I  about  ten  weeks  from  the  commence- 
shall  proceed  now  briefly  to  detail  the  ment  of  this  plan  he  was  perfectly  re- 
two  cases  from  which  the  above  descrip-  covered :  the  general  symptoms,  no 
tion  has  been  drawn.  less  than  the  physical  signs,  naving  en- 

A  man,  aged  thirty-one,  had,  when  tirely  subsided, 
he  came  under  my  care  (Jan.  1839),  The  next  case  occurred  in  a  youngman, 
been  suffering  more  or  less  for  upwards  aged  twenty-five ;  and  the  symptoms 
of  three  months  from  couc;h,  difiicult  under  which  he  laboured  were  so  nearly 
expectoration,  hurried  breathing,  much  like  those  in  the  former  patient,  that  it 
increased  by  exercise,  feeling  of  tight-  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
nes9  and  heat  within  the  chest,  together  reader  by  detailing  them.  The  pulmo- 
with  severe  nains  of  the  back  and  sides,  nary  symptoms  had  existed  for  about 
worse  at  nignt,  and  much  increased  by  six  weeks ;  and  the  physical  signs  con- 
pressure  upon  the  ribs.  There  was  a  sisted  of  a  well-marked  crepitant  rhon- 
good  deal  of  feverishness,  the  pulse  chus,  heard  in  the  lower  Tobe  of  the 
eing  96,  small,  and  quick ;  the  skin  left  side,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
generally  hot  and  dry,  but  moist  upon  chest  posteriorly  on  the  right  side,  the 
the  chest ;  the  tongue  yellowish,  white,  upper  and  lowermost  portions  being 
and  furred.  A  copper-coloured  scaly  me.  Bronchophony  and  bronchid 
eruption  existed  on  the  forehead,  and  re&piration  were  no  where  detectable, 
over  other  narts  of  the  body,  and  He  experienced  nearly  every  nieht, 
there  was  a  aark  redness  of  the  throat,  sometimes  after  lyinc[  down  in  bed, 
with  slight  ulceration.  The  lower  part  sometimes  after  an  nour  or  more's 
of  the  chest  posteriorly  sounded  dull  sleep,  and  from  which  he  was  thus 
upon  percussion,  and,  corresponding  to  aroused,  an  urgent  sense  of  constriction 
this,  there  was  bronchial  respiration  and  tightness  across  the  chest,  with 
and  bronchophony.  Higher  up  there  difficulty  of  breathing  and  a  feeling  of 
existed  a  well-marked  crepitant  rhon-  suffocation.  These  symptoms,  after  a 
chus,  more  extensiveljr  diffused  over  short  continuance,  subsided;  and  the 
the  right  than  the  left  side,  but  equally  remainder  of  the  night  was  passed  in 
distinct  in  both,  and  giving  way  gra-  quiet  and  placid  sleep.    This  patient 
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had  suffered  from  syphilis  eight  months  perhaps,  in  the  opinions  of  some,  seem 

previously;  and  the  pulmonary  symp-  obnoxious  to  tlie  criticisms  of  Laenneq 

toms  had  arisen  about  the  same  time,  andAndral;  but  those  who,  like  myself, 

with  nodes  upon  the  shin.     He  took  know  the  untiring  industry  with  which 

iodide  of  potassium,  an  antispasmodic  the  Utrecht  professor  devotes  himself 

draught  at  night,  and  rubbed  mercurial  to  pathological  anatomy,  and  the  prac- 

ointment  along  the  spine  of  the  tibia,  tical  acumen  which  he  evinces  in  the 

Under   this    treatment    he    improved  investigation  of  morbid  structures,  will 

slowly,  but  graduallv;    the  crepitant  receive  with  the  utmost  deference  all 

rhonchus   diminished,   and   its   place  statements  emanating  from  his   pen. 

was  at  length  supplied  by  a  healthy  These,  with  the  more  recent  observaF- 

respiratory  murmur.  tions  of  Dr.  Stokes,  will,  perhaps,  iu 

The  anatomical  changes  effected  in  some  degree,  tend  to  remove  the  scep- 

the    pulmonary  tissues,  by  the  long  ticism  now  existinc^   in   reference  to 

continuance  of  syphihtic  pneumonia,  abscess  as  a  result  of  pneumonia, 

would  seem,  from  the  observations  of  In    the    communication    from   Dr. 

Professor  Van  der  Kolk,  to  consist  in  Sadowski,  to  which  I  have  before  re- 

sappuration,    and    the    formation    of  ferred,  I  find  the  following  remarks : — 

abscess.  "Etenimnon  raro,"  says  he, '<  in  "  Does  lues  ever  attack  the  pleura  ?    I 

perscrutando    cadavera   siphiliticorum  had  under  my  care,''  says  ne,  "  a  few 

qui  dum  vivebant,  phthisici  videbantur,  years  since,  a  man  who  was  dying  from 

inveniinpulmonibuspnecipueinmedio  svphilis.     He  had  lost  his  palate,  por- 

lobo  ulcus  quoddam  seu  pus  collectum  tions  of  bone  had  come  away  from  the 

sine   uUo  tuberculo   cingente,  ita  ut  nose,  and  there  was  venereal  necrosis 

pus  quodam  cavo  contineretur  neque  of  one  tibia.    He  had  for  some  weeks 

membrana  cingens  aut  induratio  posset  complained  a  good  deal  of  his  chest; 

distingui;    in    ejusmodi    pulmonibus  of  acute  pains  at  various  parts,  increased 

nulla'    pleurae   pulmonalis     exsudatio  by  inspiration,  and  by  pressure  between 

erat  ut  exteme  et  tactu  etiam  pulmones  the  ribs.    He  coughed  a  good  deal,  but 

sanissimoB  crederes ;  nisi  saltem  ulcus  had  little  or  no  expectoration.    Upon 

nimium  adesset,  nunquam  in  lobo  su-  examination  after  death  there  was  found 

periori    pulmonum    quod    in    phthisi  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest  a  consi- 

purulenta  semper  fere  accidit,  has  ul-  derable  quantity  of  sero-purulent  fluid, 

cerationes  inveni   sed   non   longe  ab  The  pleura  presented,  at  different  parts, 

initio  bronchiarum,  ita  tamen  ut  me-  elevations  of  a  circular  or  oval  shape, 

dium  pulmonis  parenchyma  occuparet."  like  blebs,  but  less  prominent,  varymg 

— ^P.  130.  in  size  from  half  to  nearly  two  inches 

It  ma^  perhaps  be  a  matter  deserving  in  diameter.  Of  these  elevations  there 
of  inqmry,  whether  the  termination  of  were  nine  *.  they  were  caused  by  the 
pneumonia  in  abscess — a  subject  upon  effusion  of  a  thick  yellowish  hone^-like 
which  there  has  been  much  and  varied  fluid  beneath  the  pleura.  A  similar 
discussion — is  not,  in  many  cases,  to  be  appearance  has  been  mentioned  to  me, 
attributed  to  syphilitic  pneumonia,  or  by  a  physician  upon  whose  accuracy  I 
to  pneumonia  occurring  from  common  can  rely,  as  having  been  observed  by 
causes  in  an  individual  contaminated  him  when  conducting  the  post-mortem 
with  the  syphilitic  poison.  The  opi-  examination  of  a  woman  who  died 
nions  of  Laennec,  Broussais,  and  Andnil,  suddenly,  and  of  whose  history  nothing 
respecting  the  extreme  rarity  of  this  satisfactory  could  be  learnt;  but  who, 
termination,  and  the  statement  made  the  autopsy  fully  proved,  was,  at  the 
by  so  hieh  an  authority  as  the  last-  time  of  ner  disease,  suffering  severely 
mentioned  patholoe^t,  of  the  faciUty  from  secondary  lues.'' 
with  which  all  the  appearances  of  The  circumstances  which,  in  parti- 
abscess  are  produced  by  any  thing  ap-  cular  cases,  determine  syphilitic  disease 
proximating  to  roughness  or  careless-  towards  the  respiratory  organs,  remain 
ness  in  the  examination  after  death,  have  yet  to  be  discovered.  Baglivi,  in  treating 
tended,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  of  this  point,  says  "  pro  varietate  con- 
to  divert  attention  from  the  occurrence  ditionis,  et  status  personarum  lues  gal- 
in  Question,  and  to  shake  belief  in  the  lica  variis  in  locis  sedem  figit,  eosque 
prooability  of  its  existence.  The  obser-  pne  aliis  vehementiiis  molestat.  Musici 
vations  of  Schroeder  van  der  Kolk  may,  ob  exercitatoe  cantu  pulmones  et  ob  id 
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tiiminm  laxatos,  lue  gallica  pulmones  peculiar  as  to  declare  at  once  the  nature 
perpetu6  ludente  divexantur*.  These  of  the  disease,  or  at  least  to  show  that 
observations,  which  were  doubtlessly  the  pulmonary  affection,  whatever  be 
penned  in  reference  to  syphilitic  diseases  its  original  cause,  is  combined  with, 
of  the  larynx,  will,  mutatis  mutandis^  and  its  outward  indices  modified  by, 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  bronchial  the  general  83nphilitic  contamination, 
tubes  and  pulmonary  parenchyma;  and,  There  is  a  nielancholy  and  shrunken 
when  carrying  out-Che  general  principle,  appearance  of  countenance ;  duU,  dark, 
of  which  his  statement  is  but  an  illustra-  muddy  complexion ;  loss  of  flesh,  par- 
tion,  we  affirm  that  congenital  or  heredi-  ticularly  manifested  in  the  face,  and 
tary  liability  to  pulmonary  disorder,  pre-  giving  rise  to  a  sunk,  haggard,  ex- 
vious  or  existing  disease  in  these  organs,  tenuated  look.  The  attitude  and  man* 
will  be  likely  to  direct  the  ravages  of  ner  of  the  patient,  even  at  rest,  are 
secondary  lues  to  the  lungs,  we  keep  indicative  of  a  want  of  energy  and  las- 
within  the  bounds  of  analogy  bs  regards  situde;  and  the  actual  loss  of  stren^h, 
other  morbid  poisons,  luthough  we  and  consequent  incapacity  for  exertion, 
exceed  the  very  narrow  limits  within  is  greater  than  can  be  accounted  for  by 
which  actual  observation  would  confine  the  loss  of  flesh.  Notwithstanding  the 
us.  A  question  of  high  practical  im-  presence  of  all  these  symptoms,  in 
portance,  well  deserving,  of  inquiry,  is,  forming  the  diagnosis  much  caution 
whether  pulmonary  disease,  produced  and  care  are  necessary:  "  we  must  not 
by  common  causes,  in  an  individual  draw  our  conclusion  until  we  have  re- 
labouring  under  secondary  syphilis,  is  peatedly  examined  the  chest  by  means 
thereby  modified; — whether  an  appre-  of  auscultation  and  percussion ;  if  these 
ciable  character  is  impressed  upon  it,  fail  to  detect  any  tangible  signs  of 
altering  its  course  and  consequences,  tubercles,  we  may  then  proceed  to  act 
and  rendering  necessary  a  different  line  upon  our  decision  with  greater  confi- 
of  treatment?  dence,  and  may  advise  a  sufficient,  but 

Dr.  Graves,  addressing  his  pupils  of  cautious,  use  of  mercury." 
the  Meath  Hospital,  on  the  subject  of  This  brings  us  naturally  to  the  treat- 
syphilitic  pulmonary  disease,  asks, —  ment  most  applicable  to  the  cases  in 
*' How  are  you  to  recognize  it  P  Mainly  question.  Particular  cases,  according 
(he  says)  b^  the  history  of  the  disease,  to  the  difference  of  their  svmptoms, 
If  the  patient's  sufferings  have  com-  demand  of  course  corresponding  modi- 
menced  at  a  period  of  time  after  fications  of  treatment ;  but  the  point  to 
primary  sores  on  the  genitals,  when  be  now  discussed  is  the  relative  advan- 
secondary  symptoms  usually  make  their  tages  of  the  three  great  remedies  of 
appearance ;  if  some  of  his  complaints  secondary  syphilis ;  to  wit,  mercury, 
are  clearly  traceable  to  this  source ;  if,  iodide  of  potassium,  and  sarsaparilla ; 
along  with  debility,  ni^ht  sweats,  ema-  for,  in  the  words  of  Morton,  **  ad  cura- 
ciation,  nervous  irritability,  and  broken  tionem  hujus  phthiseos  perficiendam 
rest  at  night,  we  find  cough;  and  if  omnem  mer^  tnoracica  et  piilmonaria 
this  group  of  symptoms  have  associated  medicamenta  sine  admixtione  antiven- 
themselves  with  others,  evidently  syphi-  eorum  nequicquam  valere  frequent! 
litic,  such  as  periostitis,  sore  throat,  experientia  fretus  assero." 
and  eruption  on  the  skin,  then  may  we  The  great  armamentarium  of  almost 
with  confidence  refer  all  to  the  same  all  the  authorities  above  mentioned  is 
oiiffin,  and  may  look  upon  the  patient  mercury.  Morton  thus  strongly  ex- 
as  labouring  under  a  syphilitic  cachexy  presses  himself: — "Nihil  mehus  ex- 
afiecting  the  lungs  as  well  as  the  other  cogitari  possit  quam  ulcerum  pulmo- 
parts."     In  this  quotation  we  have  a  narium  sanationem  et  crasis  sanguinis 

Setty  full  and  very  graphic  sketch  of  k  fermento  venereoeversarestitutionem 

e  circumstances  directmg  diagnosis ;  mercuriali  aliqua  salivatione  tentare. 

yet  in  the  enumeration  there  is  omitted  By    Dr.  Sims  it   was  considered    as 

oiie  phenomenon  which  has  been  present  being  the   "sole  refuge"  in  this  dis- 

without  exception  in  all  the  cases  I  ease,  "  which  never  failed  performing 

have  mtnessed.  I  allude  to  the  general  a  cure  -when  taken  before  the  lungs 

aspect  of  the  patient,  which  is  often  so  had  inflamed  and  suppurated."     Dr. 

*  Opeim  Omnia  Medicopr»:Uca  et  aii^i^^  ®T^"\l^  ^^  ^^"  ^^?'^^'  advocates 

4to.  Ladff.  1714.  p.  97.  "-wwnuw,  ^^  j^gg  ^^  employment  of  this  medi- 
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oine.     "  Under  its  use/'  says  he,  "  it  is  ON  thb 

most  pleasing  to  observe  the  speedy  FORMATION  OF  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS 

improYemsnt  m  the  patient's  looks  and  ^^  inTTT  tq 

symptoms :  the  fever, night  sweats,  and  *"  ALiuiiis, 

watdifiihiess  diminish;  he  be^ns  to  »<»*  ^^^  mlib»  of  rbtbntion  of  the 

get  flesh  and  strength;  and,  with  the  f^bces. 

symptoms  of  lues,  me  cough  and  i)ec-  Bt  John  Erichssn,  Eso. 

toral  affection  disajpear."    Prom  mer-  [Concluded  from  p.  192.] 
cunr  I,  too,  have  witnessed  most  rapid 

and  satisfectoiT  recoveries;  but,  as  re-  (^^  '*«  London  Medical  OazetteO 

cards  its  employment,  my  experience  — - 

Eaa  been  far  less  extensive  than  with  The  following  are  the   cases  which 

the   iodide   of  potassium.     I  am  of  require  the  formation  of  an  artificial 

opinion  that   the   same   rules  which  anus : — 

guide  the  practitioner  in  his  choice  of  1st.  Stercoral  tympanitis  produced 
mercury  or  iodide  of  potassium,  as  the  hy  obstruction  of  the  rectum,  or  of  the 
most  appropriate  medicine  whereon  to  si^oid  flexure  of  the  colon.  Whether 
rely  in  the  treatment  of  secondary  dis-  this  obstruction  be  the  consequence  of 
eases  in  general,  will  best  direct  him  disease  of  the  intestine  itself,  or  of  any 
in  his  selection  for  the  cure  of  syphilitic  of  the  neighbouring  parts,  provided  we 
pulmonary  disease ;  and  these  heme  cannot  overcome  the  obstacle  from  be- 
now  pretty  universally  known,  need  low,  and  that  life  consequently  is  in 
not  be  dilated  on  in  this  place.  I  danger,  an  artificial  anus  must  be 
would,  however,  here  throw  out  one  established. 

suggestion,  that   mercury    should   be  2d.  Simple  retention  of  the  fieces 

given  only  "prius^uam  vires  a  longa  producing  a  stercoral  tympanitis,  which 

morbiprotractione  jam  fracts  fiierint."  cannot  be  relieved,  and  which  endui- 

Accumulated,  and  yet  accumulating,  gers  life, 

experience  attests  the  value  of  iodide  3d.  Scirrhous  affections  of  the  rec- 

of  potassium  in  secondary  syphilis;  and  tum,  as  soon  as  there  is  much  difiUculty 

I  tnink  it  will  in  none  be  found  more  in  defecation.    The  establishment  of 

strikingly  beneficial  than  in  the  cases  an  artificial  anus  is,  in  these  cases,  the 

under  discussion.  The  encomium  passed  onlv  means  of  retarding  the  progress 

by  Dr.  Graves  on  mercury  might,  I  of  the  disease. 

think,  with  equal  justice  be  awarded  to  4th.  Imperforate  anus,  or  rather  the' 

this  medicine.    It  is  free  from  the  in-  absence  ox  a  portion  of   the  rectum, 

jurious  effects  which  occasionally  result  when  the  passage  cannot  be  established 

from  mercury,  and,  although  not  in-  in  its  natural  situation, 

variably  applicable,  is,  in  my  belief,  Ajnussat  states  that  during  his  prac- 

taken  altogether,  a  more  valuable  re-  tice  he   has    seen   at   least   seven  or 

medy.  eight  patients  die  of  stercoral  tympa- 

With  mercury,  or  with  iodide  of  po-  nitis,  in  consequence  of  his  not  having 

tassium,   I  have   generally  combined  dared,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 

sarsaparilla.     The    soothing  effect  of  most  surgeons,  to  open  the  obstructed 

this  medicine  upon  the  nervous  system,  bowel. 

apart  from  its  specific  influence,  appears  It  was  whilst  attending  Broussais, 
to  me  less  generally  admitted  than  it  who  died  of  obstruction  to  the  passage 
deserves  to  be.  Recognizing  its  extreme  of  the  feeces,  produced  by  a  scirrhous 
value,  as  well  in  primary  as  secondary  disease  of  the  rectum,  that  Amussat 
syphilis,  when  eiven  in  combination  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  best  means  of 
with  other  medicines,  I  almost  in-  relief  in  similar  cases,  and  he  deter- 
variably  employ  it.  To  those  sceptical  mined  upon  putting  his  project,  of 
regarding  its  virtues  I  would  say  of  it,  opening  tne  colon  from  the  left  lumbar 
in  reference  to  syphilitic  pulmonary  dis-  region,  into  execution,  as  soon  as  he 
ease,  as  did  Dr.  William  Hunter  of  a  h^  an  opportunity  of  so  doing ;  and 
small  bleeding  in  threatened  miscar-  for  this  he  nad  not  to  wait  lon|^,  as  two 
riage,  "it  can  do  no  harm,  it  may  do  cases  soon  occurred  to  him  which  frilly 
eood,  and  it  ought,  therefore,  never  to  justified  the  performance  of  this  opera- 
be  omitted."  tion. 
%  Pintbury  HtceSouth,  Case  I.^Madame  Dubois,  aged  48, 
April  13th,  1841.  of  a  sanguineo-nervous  temperament. 
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had  been  for  seyeral  years  subject  to  and  liquid  fieces  spirted  out  in  a  jet ; 
constipation,  her  stools  being  painful,  there  beinfir  sufficient  to  fill  three  large 
and  occurring  at  intervals  of  seven  or  wash-hand  basins.  Injections  of  warm 
eight  days.  She  has  been  in  the  con-  water  were  then  made  in  both  direc- 
Btant  habit  of  using  clysters.  She  tions  along  the  intestine,  and  brought 
always  had  the  appearance  of  good  away  a  laige  quantity  of  more  con- 
health,  and  all  her  functions  were  well  sistent  feces,  wnich  were  covered  with 
performed,  with  the  exception  of  the  a  thick  mucus :  the  intestine  was  then 
act  of  defecation.  About  the  beginning  drawn  forward  by  three  spring  artery 
of  May,  1839,  she  was  attacked  witn  forceps,  by  which  the  sides  of  the  in- 
most obstinate  constipation ;  clysters,  cision  in  it  had  been  held  open  whilst 
baths,  and  the  most  power^l  purga-  its  contents  were  dischar^ng,  and 
tives,  failed  in  producing  any  effect,  fixed  to  the  sides  of  the  incision  in  the 
M.  Amussat,  who  was  called  in  on  the  skin,  by  means  of  four  points  of  in- 
29th,  examined  the  rectum,  with  a  view  temipted  suture :  only  two  small  an- 
to  remove  hardened  feeces,  which  he  terial  branches  were  divided,  the 
thought  were  probablv  lodged  there,  hsmorrhage  from  which  was  readily 
but  he  found  the  intestme  empty.  At  arrested  by  torsion*.  The  patient  ex- 
this  time  the  patient  suffered  ^adful  pressed  herself  greatiy  relieved  im- 
pains  in  the  Dowels,  and  uttered  the  mediately  after  the  operation,  and  said 
most  piercing  cries,  as  if  she  were  in  that  she  felt  more  comfortable  than  she 
labour.  There  had  been  no  alvine  had  done  for  several  weeks  previously, 
evacuation  for  twenty-six  days,  but  She  was  then  cleaned  and  put  to  bed,  a 
the  desire  to  f  o  to  stool  was  incessant,  poultice  having  been  applied  to  the 
Amussat  again  examined  the  rectum  wound. 

more  carefully  than  before,  and,  after  a  In  the  after-treatment  nothing   of 

good  deal  of  difficulty,  found  that,  at  consequence  occurred;  on  the  Idm  of 

the  upper  part  of  this  gut,  there  ex-  July  she  was  sufficienUy  well  to  be 

isted  a  round   hard  tumor,  about  the  able  to  go  into  the  country.    The  stools, 

size  of  an  orange,  and  not  very  move-  which  were  at  first  glairy,  liquid,  and 

able;  it  appeared  to  be  connected  with  abundant,  soon  became  more  consistent 

the  anterior  wall  of  the  sacrum,  and  and  regular.      The  feeces,  which  are 

completely    obstructed     all     passage  figured,  are  readily  retained  by  a  com- 

through  the  rectum.    The  mecnanical  press  and  bandage,  so  that  the  patient 

nature  of  the  obstacle  being  thus  ascer-  is  not  in  the  least  offensive  either  to 

tained,  it  was  determined  to  operate,  herself  or  to  her  friends.    There  is  an 

Accordingly,  the  2d  of  June  was  fixed  interesting  fact  connected  with  thiscase, 

for  the  day  of  operation,   at   which  which  throws  some  light  u})on  tiiephv- 

Amussat  invited  me  to  attend.    At  this  siology  of  the  rectum,  namely,  that  tne 

time  the  patient  was  labouring  under  motions,  although  figured,  and  having 

the  following  symptoms,  which  closely  the  same  appearance  as  those  which  were 

resembled  those  of  stranffulated  hernia,  voided  by  the  natural  passage,  have 

She  had  nausea,  with  ahnost  constant  little  or  no  fiscal  odour, 

vomiting  and  hiccough ;   the  abdomen  Five    months    after    the    operation 

was  painful   on   pressure,  and  enor-  the  patient  was  in  an  extremely  good 

mously    distended,   its    circumference  stAte  of  health ;  her  complexion  was 

being  nearly  doubled ;    the  face  was  clear,  and  she  had  not  the  appearance 

red  and  injected ;  thirst  great ;  anxiety  of  one  suffering  from  any  malignant 

extreme ;    and  she  uttered  the  most  disease ;  so  that  probably  the  tumor  in 

piercing   cries,  calling  out  for  some  the    pelvis,  which   appears  in  every 

operation  for  her  relief  respect  to  be  stationary,  is  of  a  simple 

The    patient   having  been  laid  on  nature.      The  appetite  is  better  than 

her  face,  with  the  body  inclined  some-  before  the  operation,  probably  because 

what  to  the  right,  two  or  three  cushions  digestion  is  more  rapid,^  and  because 

were  placed  under  the  abdomen,  so  as 

to  raise  the  left  lumbar  region.     The 

operation  was  then  performed  in  the  .  *  f  ™»y  mention  inddenuiiy,  that  AmusMt 
•Jr«««nA»  4V..f  kao  ol»AB/l»  Yw^*.  Ailimr  »*"  informeu  Die  that  he  haa  employed  torsion 
manner   that   has   already    been    fuUy     of  the  femoral  artery  aeven  tim«  fn  amputations 
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the   excrementitioua   tnfttten    remain  to  prevent  their  injurious  action  on 

a  shorter  time  in  the  intestines.  the  diseased  intestine. 

The  inconvenience  of  the  artificial  Accordingly ^  on  the  14th  of  July, 

anus  is  very  trifling ;  much  less  so  than  1839,  the  patient  not  having  had  a 

would,  A  priori,  oe  supposed :   when  stool  for  ei^t  days,  the  operation  was 

the  patient  forces,  or  makes  any  effort,  performed.    It  was  begun  in  the  way 

the  mucous  membrane  has  a  tendency  that  has  already  been  described  \  but 

to  protrude:  this,  however,  can  easily  when  the  operator  had  dissected  throueh 

be  returned,  by  means  of  slight  pressure  the  cellulo-adipose  tissue  covering  the 

exerted  by  a  compress  and  bandage.  peritoneum  and  intestines,  he  round 

Case  II. — ^Mr.  T.,  letat  62,  has  for  that  he  was  too  much  to  the  outer 

several  years  suffered  from  painful  and  side,  and  that  the  colon,  being  strone^ly 

difficiilt   defecation,    the    tseces  being  retracted  upon  itself,  was   concealed 

veiT  fcetid,  and  mixed  with  purulent  under   the  quadratus   lumborum :    it 

imd   ichorous    matters.       This    state  thus  became  necessary  to  cut  across 

having  continued  for  three  years,  he  some  of  the  fibres  of  this  muscle,  and 

became    exceedingly   emaciated,    and  then,  the  intestine  having  been  seized 

when  the  stools  came  awa^  he    felt  with  the  usual  precautions,  which  have 

excessively  exhausted  and  faint  been   already  described,  was  incised 

On  examination,  it  was  found  that  in  the  posterior  third  of  its  circum- 
he  had  a  carcinomatous  affection  of  ference :  nothing  came  away  at  first 
the  upper  part  of  the  rectum,  consist-  but  gases, ,  and  a  few  balls  of  f«cal 
ing  of  scirrhous  vegetations,  arising  matter,  and  it  was  not  until  the  fourth 
firam  the  inner  sur&lDe  of  that  intes-  day  after  the  operation  that  the  con- 
tine,  and  nearlv  blocking  up  its  cavity,  tents  of  the  bowels  were  freely  dis- 
The  finger  could  be  made  to  pass  into  changed  through  the  artificial  anus, 
the  constricted  part,  but  could  not  reach  As  the  aperture  in  the  lumbar  region 
its  upper  termination )  below  there  evinced  some  dispositibn  to  close,  it 
was  a  prominent  ring,  feeling  like  the  was  necessary  to  keep  it  open  with 
neck  of  the  uterus,  largely  opened  and  tents  and  sponges.  The  health  of  the 
cancerous.  patient  ETaauafly  improved,  and  in  a 

It  was  determined,  in  consultation,  month  after  the  operation  he  was  able 
to  attempt  to  break  down  the  tumor :  to  leave  for  the  country.  His  appear- 
this  was  done  with  long  forceps,  which  ance  was  at  this  time  greatly  changed 
crashed  and  pinched  its  most  pro-  for  the  better;  his  complexion  had 
minent  part ;  cold  water  was  then  in-  become  clearer,  his  appetite  had  re- 
jected, in  order  to  keep  down  inflam-  turned,  and  all  the  functions  were 
mation  :  this  was  repeated  several  well  performed;  there  was  no  longer 
times,  and  a  consideraole  portion  of  any  tympanitis,  or  forced  retention  of 
the  tumor  was  thus  removed.  Cauteri-  the  fteces,  regular  and  figured  motions 
zations  with  caustic  potass  were  then  being  passea  by  the  artificial  anus, 
had  recourse  to,  and  were  repeated  The  disease  of  the  rectum  had  some- 
several  times,  at  intervals  of  three  or  what  improved,  having  .lost  its  gra- 
four  days ;  by  these  means  the  tumor  nular  ana  vegetative  feel ;  il^  however, 
was  diminished  to  half  its  ori  j;inal  size,  it  should  retrograde,  it  will  not,  as  long 
However,  the  patient's  condition  grew  as  it  is  confinra  to  the  rectum,  com- 
most  alarming;  he  had  no  stools  for  promise  the  life  of  the  patient,  but  if 
twelve  days,  and  then  with  such  vio-  it  extend  beyond  these  limits,  of  course 
lence  as  to  lower  him  till  he  feinted,  his  condition  will  be  altered. 
His  emaciation  was  extreme,  and  the  The  opening  of  the  artificial  anus  is 
symptoms  altogether  so  serious,  that,  now  (four  months  after  the  operation) 
in  order  to  save  him  from  a  speedy  rounded,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is 
death,  it  became  necessary  to  adopt  deeply  seated :  this  opening  has  a 
any  resource  that  surgery  might  ofier.  great  tendency  to  contract,  but  it  can 
The  operation  for  artificial  anus,  which  readily  be  dilated  by  tents  and  prepared 
had  lately  been  performed  on  the  pre-  spong^es. 

ceding  case  with  success,    su^^ested  It  is  usually  said  that  an  artificial 

itself  as  presenting  a  double  object —  anus  is  a  very  ^gusting  and  loath- 

namely,  m  the  first  place,  to  relieve  some  infirmity ;  but  it  is  necessary  to 

the  retention  of  the  feeces,  and  secondly,  distinguish  between  the  diflferent  kinds 

700.— xxviii.  Q 
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of  artificial  anus,  and  also  to  take  into 
account  their  situation;  for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  an  accidental  artificial  anus, 
the  consequence  of  a  hernia  or  of  a 
wound,  being  generally  situated  in  the 
small  intestines,  the  results  of  defeca- 
tion will,  in  such  a  case,  be  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  that  are  observed 
when  an  artificial  anus  is  established 
in  the  large  intestine ;  so,  likewise,  an 


artificial  anus,  situated  towards  the 
front  of  the  body,  will  be  more  disgust- 
ing than  one  situated  posteriorly.  In 
the  two  patients  whose  cases  have  been 
just  related,  a  simple  bandage  and  com- 
press were  fully  sufilcient  to  retain 
most  completely  the  contents  of  the 
bowels,  which  were  solid,  and  possessed 
but  little  odour. 


Table  qf  the  Eight  Operations  for  Artificial  Anus  on  Adults. 


Name  Of 
Opentor. 


177a 

1797 

1818 

1820 
1824 

1839 

1839 
1839 


Pillore. 

Fine. 

Freer. 

Pring. 
Martland. 

AmoBBat. 

Amiuaat. 
Velpeaa. 


Sex. 


Nature  of  the  Case. 


Man. 

Woman. 

Man. 

Woman. 
Man. 

Woman. 

Man. 
Woman. 


63 

47 

64 
44 


Stricture  of  the 
rectum. 

Soirrbus  of  the 
rectum. 

Stricture  of  the 
rectum. 

Stricture  of  the 

rectum. 
Stric    re  of  the 
rectum. 
Obstruction  of  the 
48  rectum  firom  a  tu- 
mor in  the  pelria. 
Scirrhua  of  the 

rectum.         t 
Scirrhua  of  the 
rectum. 


62 
70 


Nature 
of  the  Operation. 


Incision  in  right 

iliac  region  to  reach 

the  cecum. 

In  the 

umbilical  r^on. 

littre's  operation. 

Littre's. 
littre's. 

« 

CalUaen's,  modified. 

Calliaen's,  modified, 
littre's. 

I 


Result. 


Death  28  days  after 
the  operation. 

Death  in  Si  months. 

Death  in  8  days. 

Was  living  5  or  6 
months  after  the 

operation. 
Was  living  a  year 

after  the  operation. 

living. 

Living. 
Death  in  2  dayi. 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  accompany- 
ing table,  that  eight  operations  for  ar- 
tificial anus  have  been  performed  on  the 
adult.  Although  Littre  had,  in  1710, 
proposed  opening  the  intestines  in  cases 
of  obstruction  of  the  rectum,  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1776  that  his  proposal 
was  carried  out  by  Pillore,  who  was 
the  first  to  perform  any  operation  of 
this  kind.  It  will  also  be  seen  by  the 
table,  that  four  men  and  four  women 
have  been  the  subjects  of  operation: 
in  all  of  them  the  disease  for  which  the 
operation  was  performed  was  an  ob- 
struction  of  the  upper  part  of  the  rec- 
tum, or  of  the  lower  end  of  the  sig- 
moid fiexure  of  the  colon,  probably  of 
a  scirrhous  nature. 

With  regard  to  the  operative  pro- 
ceedings that  have  been  employea: — 
Pillore  opened  the  cscum  from  the 
right  iliac  region.  Freer,  Pring,  and 
Martland,  adopted  Littre's  method,  aa 
modified  by  Duret,  namely,  opening 


the  small  intestine  from  the  left  iliac 
region.  Fine,  of  Geneva,  opened  the 
colon  immediately  below  the  umbili- 
cus. Velpeau  performed  Littre's  ope- 
ration, somewhat  modified  by  himself ; 
and  Amussat,  in  his  two  cases,  opened 
the  colon  from  behind^  in  the  left  lum- 
bar region. 

Thus,  of  the  ei^ht  operations  for  ar- 
tificial anus  performed  on  the  adult, 
we  find  that  in  six  the  peritoneum  was 
opened :  of  these  six  cases,  three  died 
of  peritonitis,  in  consequence  of  the 
operation;  whilst  the  two  cases  in 
which  the  peritoneum  was  not  wound- 
ed have  been  completely  successful. 
Although  these  numbers  are  too  small 
to  warrant  any  general  dedtlctions,  they 
are  nevertheless  highly  satisfactory. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  con- 
clusions that  Amussat  comes  to : — 

1st.  The  idea  of  opening  the  colon 
in  the  left  lumbar  region  is  not  new  % 
bat  the  unsuccessful  trials  of  Callisen 
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and  of  DiiTet  on  the  bodies  of  children  said  they  were  then  considerably  clearer 

bad  caused  it  to  be  rejected.  than  they  were  at  birth.    The  eyes  and 

2d.  Trials  on  the  dead  body  care-  theirappenda^  were  perfectly  healthy, 

fully  conducted,  prove,  however,  that  and  stated  to  nave  been  so  since  birth, 

the    operation  is  practicable,    simple  at  which  time  the  opacity  was  first  dis- 

and  easy  of  performance,  and  that  it  is  covered  by  the  nurse, 

founded  on  positive  anatomical  facts*  Mr.  S.  Crompton,  in  the  Medical 

3d.  The  transverse  incision  which  GAZKTTEof  the  ISthof  Decembarlast, 

Amussat  adopts  in  joreference  to  the  records  several  instances  of  congenital 

longitudinal  one  of  Callisen  facilitates  opacity  of  the  cornea  that  have  occurred 

the  operation,  and  allows  us    to  esta*  both  in  his  own  practice  and  in  that  of 

blish  the  artificial  anus  somewhat  to  the  others,  particularly  in  that  of  Mr.  S. 

side,  and  not  altogether  behind.      It  Farar,  of  Deptford;  to  the  two  first  of 

thus  possesses  the  triple  advantage  of  which  that  abov«  related   agrees  in 

facilitating  the  search  for  the  intestine,  almost  all  particulars. 

of  allowing  the  anus  to  be  made  a  little  Mr.  Middlemore,  of  Birmingham,  it 

more  to  the  side,  the  patient  being  thus  would  appear,  doubts  the  occurrence  of 

better  able    to    adjust  any  retentive  oongenitid  opacity  of  the  cornea,  but 

apparatus  that  he  may  employ,  and  of  the  cases  now  on  record,  although  few 

enabling  the  surgeon  to  avoid  wound-  in  number,  leave  no  question  as  to  the 

ing  the  peritoneum.  possibility  of  such  an  event,  and  the 

4th.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  veracity  of  Messrs.  Crompton,  Walker, 

that  the  intestine,  after  having  been  and  Barton*,  cannot  be  called  in  ques- 

opened,  should  be  drawn  well  forwards  tion,  however  it  may  run  counter  to 

and  firmly  fixed  to  the  incision  in  the  the  preconceived  notions  of  Mr.  Mid- 

ddn,  by  means  of  sutures,  so  as  to  pre-  dlemore,  high  as  is  his  authority  in 

vent  efiiisions  into  the  loose  cellular  ophthalmic  surgery.    Assuming,  then, 

tissue  of  the  wound.  that  congenital  opacity  of  the  cornea 

5th.  The  artificial  anus  is  a  much  may,  and  has  more  than  once  existed 

less  disgusting  infirmity  than  would  beyond  the  possibility   of   doubt,    it 

it  priori  he  supposed.  appears  to  me  that  its  occurrence  may 

6th.  Reasoning  and  fact  prove  in-  be  explained  by  three  causes,  all  dif- 
contestibly,  that  the  preference  should  ferent  in  their  nature  and  effects.  In 
be  given  to  Callisen's  operation  as  the  two  cases  recorded  by  Mr.  Cromp- 
modlfied  by  Amussat.  ton,  as  occurring  under  his  own  eye, 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Barton  agree  with 

ON  CONGENTTAI.  OPACITV  OF  THE  SliLXSf  aSd  iTii.^Z^'^ 

CORNEA.  which  ihave  related  it  was  one  of  the 

—  most  obvious  conditions.    Mr.  Parar, 

2b  the  Bdiiar  qfthe  Mtdieal  Qaxtiie.  however,  does  not  say  whether  in  the 

instances  that  fell  under  his  observa- 

Sin,  tion  the  eyes  were  in  this  state;  he 

While  on  a  recent  visit  to  Aberdeen-  merely  notices  the  opacity  of  the  cor- 

shire,  I  was  requested  by  Mr.  Proctor,  nea ;  hut  from  their  similarity  to  those 

surgeon,  Towie,  to  visit,  along  with  already  spoken  of,  so  far  as  can  be 

him,  a  child  of  three  months  of  age  learned  from  his  paper  as  quoted  by 

who  had  been  bom  blind.     On  ex-  Mr.  Crompton,  it  is  not  unfair  to  infer 

aminine  the  eyes  the  comece  were  found  that  they  were  of  the  same  nature ;  the 

to  be  of  a  pearly  or  bluish- white  colour,  opacity  originating  in  the  same  cause — 

deeper  and  more  opaque  at  their  cen-  arrested  development.    The  fcetus,  we 

tres  than  their  circumferences.     The  know,  is  subject  to  many  diseases  in 

irides  were  indistinctly  seen  through  utero,  and  arrest  of  development  of  one 

them,  and,  although  the  pupils  were  or  other  of  its  organs  is  a  matter  of 

dilated  and  irregular  in  torm,  it  was  every-day     observation.      On     what 

evident  from  their   sluggish  motions  grounds,  then,  can  the  eye  be  exempted 

that  they  were  sensible  to  the  stimulus  irom  the  same  laws  as  frequently  in- 

of  light.    Both  eyes  appeared  to  be  fiuence  the  other  organs  of  the  bod;^  P 

small,  flat,  and  vndeteU^ed,  and  were  and  if  this  is  granted,'  why  deny  its 

in  a  continued  state  of  oscillation,  Mr  ".  VTdHir  CriiiDFto.'.  v>V»  in  M.o.  dA.. 

Proctor  and  the  mother  of  the  child  Dec. »,  ism. 
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influence,  or  reject  it  when  obyious  as  From  ^hat  has  been  said  I  would 

a  sufficient  cause  of  congenital  opacity  infer,  as  already  stated*  that  congenital 

of  the  cornea  ?  opacity  of  the  cornea  may  occur  in 

Mr.  Crompton  also  auotes  a  case  three  ways : 

from  Mr.  Walker,  of  Manchester,  in  1st.  From  arrested  development  of 

which,  on  the  second  or  third  day  after  the  eye. 

birth,  the  comes  were  found  to  be  2d.  From  loss  of  balance  between 

"  opaque  throughout,  and  unusually  the  functions  of  secretion  and  absoix>- 

large  and  prominent,  so  that  very  little  tionof  the  a<}ueous  humour,  occasioning 

of  the  sclerotic  was  discernible.    The  over-distension  of  the  anterior  cham- 

opacity  was  of  a  bluish  white  colour :  ber  of  the  eye,  and  consequent  opacity 

there  was  scarcely  any  irritation  about  of  the  cornea. 

either  eve;  nothing  like  inflammation;"  3d.  From  intra-nterine  purulent  in- 

but  in  the  second  year  the  comese  were  flammation  of  the  eye. — I  am,  siri 

*'  perfectly  transparent,  and  of  normal  Your  obedient  servant, 

siEe."    It  is  at  once  obvious  in  this  John  Chbistib,  M.R.C.S.L. 

case,  although  there  were  opaque  cor-  so.  North  HaDo?er  street, 

nea,  that  the  condition  of  tne  eye  was  Gtaagow,  April  i^  i84i. 
diflerent  from  that  in  the  cases  lUready 


commented  on.    And,  if  together  ^th  cASES  OF  CLUB-FOOT;  wira  A  FEW 

the  appearance  of  the  eyes,  we  take  the  ^'*'*"**  ^*  ^*-*^«  *  w*,      »    «.  «« 
satisfectory  progress  of  the  case,  so  OBSERVATIONS  THEREON, 

that  in  two  years  complete  vision  was        by  Epwar©  Wbioht,  M.R.C.S.,  &c 

restored,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  ^  ^^^r,.,  _^      „i         ^^     __^ 

the  opacity  malted  froma  redundancy  '^^.H^S^^^^S^I^^SaSSi^ 
of  the  aqueous  humour,  not  from  eon-  i    w>  j.    i  r^ 

genital  arrestment  of  the  development  ^^^  the  Medical  Gazette,^ 

of  the  eyes.  

The    due   amount  of  the  aaueous  The  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 

humour  evidently  depends  on  a  nappy  having  been  kind  enough,  in  January 

balance     being   struck   between    tne  of  last  year,  to  publish  an  account  of  a 

functions  of  its  secreting  and  absorbing  few  cases  of  talipes  treated  by  me,  as 

organs;  hence  the  raliona/e of  the  pro-  well  as  some  reflections  that  occurred 

duction  of  the  opacity  in  this  instance  to  me  after  a  careful  consideration  of 

is  easily  understood.    The  function  of  the  facts  then  presented  to  my  notice, 

absorption  of  this  humour  being  im-  I  am  induced  again  to  trespass  a  little 

I»airedy  whilst  that  of  its  secretion  con-  on  the  patience  of  the  readers  of  the 

Unued  normal,  opacity  of  the  cornea,  Gazette,  and  transmit  an  account  of 

from  over  distension  of  the  anterior  two  cases,  together  with  a  few  obser- 

chamber,  was  the  result  vations,  which  my  further  experience 

Asain,  in  another  quotation  from  Mr.  has  sugeested. 

Walker  given  by  Mr.  Crompton,  a  case        Case  7. — Mr.  H ^  aged  18  years, 

is  det^led  where  there  is  every  reason  was  bom  with  varus.    %e  was  for 

to  believe  that  purulent  ophthalmia,  several  years  under  the  care  of  a  me- 

ending  in  destruction  of  one  eye,  and  chanist  of  high  repute,  by  whohi  the 

great   impairment    of    vision  in  the  defonnity  was  relieved  to   a  certain 

other,  hadrun  its  course  in  utero.  This,  extent    When  the  patient  applied  to 

although  hitherto  an  unnoticed  occur-  me,  the  heel  was  two  inches  from  the 

rence,  cannot  be  denied,   resting  as  ground;  the  tarsus  much  arched;  the 

it  does  on  so  respectable  evidence  as  convexity  projecting  much  outwards, 

that  of  Messrs.  Crompton  and  Walker,  not  forwaros,  as  in  pure  talipes.    The 

Intra-uterine  pathology  is  but  in  its  dorsum,  especially  over  the  os  cuboides, 

in&ncy,  yet  the  researches  of  Graetzer,  was  covered  with  a  tldckened  cuticle, 

Simpson,  and  others,   have   revealed  indicating   the    part  where    formerlf 

enough  to  mfike  us  cease  to  wonder,  as  rested  the  weight  of  the  body.    The 

year  alter  ^ear  witnesses  new  contribu-  affected  foot  was  altogether  smaller  in 

tions  to  this  department  of  pathology,  size  than  the  sound  one.    He  now  rests 

which  overturn  and  root  out  opinions  his  entire  weight  on  the  metatarsal 

and  dogmas  that  have  "grown  with  bone  of  the  littUi  toe.    The  entire  limb 

our  growth  and  strengthened  with  our  is  shorter  and  more  delicate  than  the 

mind.'*  healthy.    The  tendo-aehiUis  is  thidfc- 
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ened:  the  inner  edge  of  the  plantar  vances  which  were  employed  were  sug- 

fiiscia  prominent  and  rigid*    lliere  is  oessful  in  overcoming  the  Yams  ahnost 

motion  hetween  all  the  tarsal  joints,  entirely,  hut  the  operation  of  Thilenins 

llie  ciicnlation  in  the  foot  is  feehle,  alone  was  sufficient  to  hring  down  the 

and  the  toes  are  always  cold.  heel.    The  patient  is  now  employed  in 

April  Ist,  1S40. — In  the  presence  of  agricultural  pursuits.   He  cannot  stand 

Messrs.  Cteorge  May  and  BuUey,  of  the  upon  the  affected  llmh  alone  more  than 

Reading  Hospital,  and  of  my  neiffh-  a  few  minutes  without  support    The 

hour  Mr.  Taylor,  I  divided  the  tendo-  flexion  of  the  joint  is  perfect.   The  foot 

achillis  in  the  usual  way.  has  increased  in  length  and  in  hreadth, 

4th.  —  The   wound   heing   healed,  and  it  is  altogether  normal  in  shape, 

Stiomeyer's  hoard  is  applied.  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  error  of  aia 

9th. — He  suffers  great  pain  at  the  gait  is  nardlyperoeptible.  ' 
flole  of  the  foot,  from  the  foot-board.  Case  1 1. — ^William  Hook,  set.  96,  a 
The  foot  can  be  bent  to  nearly  a  right  healthy  subject,  was  bom  with  well- 
angle  with  the  leg.  formed  feet,    and  when  about  three 

I5th.  —  The  p«dn  arising  from  the  jrears  old  was  trodden  upon  by  ahorse : 

preeaore  of  the  instrument  is  relieved  after  this  the  contraction  occurred, 

oy  the  use  of  air-pads.  The  dorsum  of  the  foot  was,  when 

16th. — ^Little's  modified  Scarpa^shoe  he  applied  to  me,  much  arched.    The 

was  applied  yesterday  instead  of  Stro-  astragalus  projected  considerably.    A 

meye^s  board,  and  to-day  the  patient  deep  fuirow  extended  across  the  sole 

complains  that  pain  is  produced  after  of  the  foot ;    the  extremities  of  the 

a  little  walldnff.    The  plantar  foscia  is  metatarsal  bones  and  the  os  calcis  being 

very  tense,  and  appears  to  impede  the  drawn  dose  together ;  that  is,  not  more 

complete  flexure  of  the  foot  than  two  inches  apart    The  heel  was 

May  5th. — With  the  assistance  of  my  raised  four  inches,  and  there  was  no 

fnend  Mr.  Bulley  I  divided  the  inner  apparent  want  of  power  in  the  mus* 

ed£e  of  the  plantar  fascia.  cutar  apparatus  of  uie  foot 

I  was  induced  to  make  this  addi-  April  ist,  1840. — In  the  presence  of 

tional  section  by  experiencing  a  diffi-  the  friends  whose  names  are  mentioned 

culty  in  moving  the  foot  upwards  and  in  the  history  of  the  last  case,  ^etendo- 

outwards.    It  appeared  to  me  that  the  achiUis  and  the  plantar  fascia  were  di« 

gantar  fascia  was  the  sole  obstacle,  vided  in  the  ordinary  way.     Sticking - 

e  had  the  power  of  abducting  the  foot  plaster,  pasteboard  splints,  and  ban* 

without  producing  tension  <h  the  ad-  dages,  were  applied, 

ductors.    Hence  I  do  not  attribute  the  ith. — The  wounds  have  cicatrised, 

existing  incurvation  to  the  contraction  Stromeyer's  board  ap{^ed. 

of  the  tibialis  anticus,  tibialis  posticus,  9th. — The  heel  is  considerably  lower, 

or  flexor  longus  pollicis,  but  to  the  de-  and  the  arch  of  the  tarsus  suppressed^ 

fident  lengm  of  the  plantar  ftscia.  He  bears  the  board  without  much  un- 

The  little  wound  is  covered  with  a  easiness^ 

mece  of  sticking-plaster,  and  the  pa-  Mav  1st — The  foot  may  nov^r  be 

tient  is  placed  in  bed,  brought  to  a  right  anrle  with  the  leg. 

7tb. — Stromeyer's  board  is  applied  He  can  place   the    foot  flat  on  the 

to-day.  ground. 

9th.— He  stands  more  evenly  on  the  3d.<^The  great  toe  being  in  a  state 

06  calcis.    Little's  boot  is  applied,  and  of  permanent  extension,  I  divided  the 

he  walks  about  more  freely.  extensor  muscle. 

18th. — ^The  weight  of  the  body  tends  6th. — I  have  had  a  strong  spring 

too  much  to  the  outside  of  the  foot  placed  on  the  sole  of  Little's  boo^ 

June  5tlL— The  tarsal  arch  is  im-  the  action  of  which  tends  to  promote 

int>ved.  flexion  of  the  foot,  whether  the  patient 

January,  1841.  —  Stromeyer's  board  be  recumbent  or  perpendicular. 

has  been  discontmned  for  some  time.  8th.— The  flexion  of  the  great  toe  is 

The  patient  fiivours  the  affected  limb,  now  permitted, 

and  says  it  is  weaker  than  its  fellow.  June  18th,— The  patient's   gait  is 

Within  the  previous  four  months  it  much  improved.    The  sole  of  the  foot 

has  very  much  increased  in  point  of  is  nearly  of  its  normal  flatness.    He 

strength  and  size.  wears  a  laced-up  boot  with  a  cork  sole. 

In  this  case  the  mechanical  contri-  July  10th.— The  foot  is  now  nearly 
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natural  in  its  appearance,  and  he  can  treatment  of  my  pauper  cases.    But  I 

walk  about  the    whole    day  without  fear  few  of  my  professional  brethren 

pain.  ftre  likely  to  meet  with  equal  encourage* 

Remarks. — In  my  former  communi-  ment  in  this  respect.  I  think  it  theiv- 
cation  I  was  led  to  observe  that  *'  too  fore  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  aa 
favourable  an  impression  of  the  fecility  orthopedic  hospi  tal  has  been  established^ 
of  this  operation,  and  the  celerity  of  where  all  the  means  which  science  can 
the  cure,  had  been  conveyed  to  the  suggest  are  supplied  for  the  use  of  pa- 
public,  and  I  did  not,  therefore,  feel  tients  afflicted  with  deformities.  I  think 
justified  in  keeping  in  the  shadje  the  that  the  institution  has  a  claim  for  asub- 
difficulties  and  aelays  which  inevitably  scription  from  everv  parish  in  the  king- 
occur  in  the  management  of  these  de-  dom  in  which  a  ciub-foot  or  deformed 
formities  by  operation."  My  subse-  limb  may  be  fo<md.  It  ought  not  to 
quent  expenence  has  tended  to  confirm  excite  jealouay  in  the  regalar  hospitalfl^ 
me  in  the  opinion  wlidch  I  then  ex-  since  the  cases  it  undertakes  require  a 
pressed.  I  feel  convinced  that  many  minuteness  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
cases  have  been  undertaken  which  were  the  medical  attendants  which  is  not  to 
not  susceptible  of  improvement  by  sur-  be  expected,  because  it  is  impractics* 
gical  treatment,  and  that  too  great  ble,  at  these  institutions.  Such  an  in* 
results  have  been  expected  in  all  cases,  stitution,  if  well  conducted,  would  not 

When  the  age  of  the  patient  is  some-  in  its  beneficial  influence  be  restricted 

what  advanced^  and  the  deformity  ag-  to  the  poor  alone.  The  improved  modes 

gravated/no  benefit  can  reasonably  be  of  treatment  to  which  it  would  give 

expected  from  this  operation,  unless  rise  would  be  directly  applicable  also 

the  patient  possess  an  excellent  con-  to  the  relief  of  the  afilicted  amongst 

stitution,  great  intelligence  and  power  the  wealthy, 

of  endurance,  and  an  unlimited  amount  wokinrbtm,  Berkshire, 

of  time  at  his  disposal.  April  9,  i84i. 

In  all  the  cases  of  this  malady,  there  , 
can  now  be  no  doubt  that  the  muscular 

power  of  the  antagonist  of  the  con-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
tracted  muscles  is  either  very  mucb 

diminished  or  annihilated,  and  that  even  Friday  April  30, 1841. 

after  the  restoration  of  the  limb  to  its  ^'    ^ 

proper   symmetry,  an  artificial  force  ""~" 

must  be  employed  to  counteract  the  <*LicetoiBnilmi,licetetl«m  milii,di|nkitateni 

nrenonderant  action  of  the  contracted  drUt  Medicm  tuerii  potestu  modo  Teniendi  in 

muicles.    I  understand  that  Dr.  Little  publicum  tit.  diceoaipericiilumnonnjnmo^'l 

and  his  colleagues  now  adopt  this  plan  

"'llth^u^'ldonotchoosctoblinkthe  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  POOR  IN 

difficulties  which  constantly  occur  in  SCOTLAND. 

Ae  treatment  of  these  ^wes,  I  am  far  g^^^  subjects,  says  Horace,  will  please 

from  wishing  to  detract  from  the  real  •»       •     \  ' K^  , 

merits  of  the  operation.    It  is  without  but  once,  while  others  will  gratify  the 

doubtwelladaptedto relieve  to  a  greater  reader  or  spectator,  though  repeated 

or  less  degree  a  great  variety  of  defor-  ten  times*.     Scarcely  any  topic  will 

mities,  and  will  prove  a  blessing  of  |^^^^    frequent  discussion  with  more 

^A  S^iny'l^e^qSef'Sded  .dv«.Uge  than  the  one  which  we  have 

for  the  general  success  of  this  thera-  placed  at  the  head  of  this  article— a 

peutic  scheme.    Expensive  apparatus,  topic  which  involves  the  happiness  of 

mtelligent   attendants,  time  and  pa^  ^  nation,  and  is  alike  interesting  to  the 

tience,  are  indispensable  m  all  ca*es;  ,     .^       the  statesman,  and  the  phi- 

and  in  many  instances  the  want  of  these  P"y«^»"i  "«  »uiiVBiut«*,  »uu  ^  v 

has   precluded   the  adoption   of  this  losopher.    Such  a  subject,  if  handled 

means  of  cure.    I  have  nad  the  good  with  ordinary  skill,  must  excite  the 

fortune  to  act  under  an  excee<Mngly  attention  of  every  man  not  destitute  of 

liberaland humane  Board  of  Guardians,     : _ 

who  have,  without  stint,  supplied  me  ^  ^bc  placuit  Mmel  j   b«c  dcciw  rcpetitt 

with  every  thing  I  required  for  the  piacebit. 
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liuman  sympathies;  what  must  it  effect,  to  provide  themselves  with  food,  cloth- 
then,  when  discussed  by  a  writer  like  ing,  fuel,  and  lodging.  If  this  is  not  a 
Dr.  Alison,  whose  good  setise  kindles  mockery  of  relief  we  do  not  know  what 
into  life  under  the  breath  of  good  is.  The  poor  wretches  waste  away 
feeling,  and  in  whose  hands  dry  figures,  imder  the  infliction  of  their  innutri- 
no  longer  inanimate,  are  made  to  speak  tious  diet ;  and  "their  feeble  attenuated 
the  language  ofhumanity  and  religion?    appearance  bears  sufficient  testimony 

Besides  those  capital  essays  which,  to  the  inadequate  manner  in  which 
on  former  occasions,  have  been  the  they  are  supplied  with  the  necessaries 
subject  of  our  commentary.  Dr.  Alison  of  life."  In  plain  English,  they  are 
has  more  lately  published  a  summary  starved,  and  logk  starved. 
of  his  views  in  a  pamphlet  of  forty-  In  the  small  town  of  Tranent,  matters 
seven  pagesf*  &tc  just  in  the  same  state.    A  shilling 

It  is  extracted  from  the  Quarterly  a  week  is  the  usual  pension  for  the  old 
Journal  of  the  Statistical  Society  of  age  of  those  whose  youth  and  strength 
London,  and  will,  we  trust,  have  a  cir-  have  been  spent  in  serving  the  commu- 
culation  as  great  as  its  merits.  nity.     They  would  die  of   cold  and 

Some  points  are,  of  course,  brought  hunger  did  not  benevolent  persons, 
out  more  prominently  in  this  than  in  generally  working  people,  assist  them 
the  former  essays;  but  the  subject  with  money  and  food.  Suppose  a 
gains  by  this  alternation  of  interest ;  collier  to  be  reduced  by  disease  or 
for  truth  may  be  looked  at,  with  ad-  accident,  does  society  lend  him  a 
vantage,  in  a  variety  of  lights.  helping  hand  P    Hear  Dr.  Somerville 

A  singular  circumstance,  and  well  Alison.  "  So  urgent  is  their .  distress, 
worthy  of  note,  is,  that  the  Scottish  that  many  of  them,  even  in  this  frail 
law,  in  theory,  is  humane ;  it  is  the  state,  go  out  to  the  colliery  and  do  a 
practice  only  which  has  left  the  misery  little  work.  I  have  known  men  so  situated 
of  the  indigent  unrelieved.  This  ne-  work  occasionally  to  within  a  day  or  two 
gleet  has  been  carried  to  such  a  pitch  of  their  death ;  and  have  little  doubt 
that,  in  many  places,  "the  allowance  the  lives  of  many  are  thus  shortened." 
they  receive  can  be  regarded  as  nothing  Does  not  this  sound  like  an  account  of 
else  than  a  system  of  protracted  starva-  the  condition  of  negroes  on  a  bad 
lioii.'*  These  words  are  extracted  from  estate,  in  the  worst  times? 
a  report  made  in  the  town  of  St.  Mr.  Barclay,  the  Sheriff  Substitute 
Andrew's  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Perthshire,  last  year  drew  up  some 
of  the  Provost  and  three  members  of  observations  on  vagrancy,  which  do 
council,  Sir  David  Brewster,  the  epis-  honour  alike  to  his  head  and  heart, 
copal  and  two  dissenting  ministers,  The  distinction,  indeed,  which  is  com- 
&c.,  and  unanimously  approved  by  monly  made  between  those  sentiments 
the  Town  Council.  They  are  speaking,  which  are  the  offspring  of  pure  reason, 
indeed,  of  their  oWn  town  only;  but,  andthosewhichare  the  effusion  of  bene- 
unfortunately,  the  reproach  applies  to  volence,  is  often  a  groundless  one,  and 
Scotland  generally.  More  than  half  separates  what  is  naturally  intermingled. 
the  permanent  paupers  receive  an  al-  The  cold  economist  who  reasons  alge- 
lowance  of  one  shilling  a  week  each,  braically  on  the  progress  of  population,- 
'• ' — ■  and  calculates  happiness  by  logarithms, 

thtiStS2*lrte;?o?&a^:SSit^Xn    «  ^P*  ^  ™^«  °^ore  foolish  deductions 

SltS'iJ;  4l2?°*  !S*^u**ii  .{?4*»<*, *»«*>•*.''»«    than  a  child  ten  years  old ;  while  more 
matiAttcai  Secuon  of  tiie  British  Association,  .  i ,  ,,  .  .  ,.,  ., 

16th  Sept.  iMO.].  genial  lawgivers,  sympathizing  with  the 
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hopes  and  joys  of  their  fellow-creatures,  on  being  asked  by  a  minister  of  state 
and  without  dread  of  the  multiplication  what  could  have  induced  him  to  write 
of  mouths,  have  arrived  at  truer  con-  a  certain  infisunous  lampoon,  answered 
elusions,  and  established  the  frame  of  Monstigneur,  U  fmU  vwre.  To  which 
society  on  a  firmer  basis,  than  the  most  the  minister  replied,  Je  s'eii  vois  poM 
subtle  analysts.  la   nicessiti.      The   gentry   of  these 

Mr.  Barclay  is  well  aware,  that  to    uncomfortable  countiy  districts  would 
sweep  indigence  from  the  face  of  the    seem  to  have  been  smitten  with  the 
earth  is  a  scheme  merely  fit  for  a  stark-    same   blindness   as    the   minister   in 
mad  economist,  who  sees  the  world  only    the  story;  they  cannot  see  why  un. 
on  paper.    It  is  just  barely  possible —    employed    rustics    should   refuse    to 
and  hardly  so,  we  should  nope — ^to  sweep    starve  quietly  on  their  weekly  twelve- 
it  away  from  the  sight  of  the  rich.    To    pence,  and  they  condemn  the  criminal 
pretend  to  relieve  the  pauper  with  a   benevolenceofthosewhoencouragethese 
shilling  a  week,  and  then  hunt  him    annuitants  in  their  expiscatory  wander- 
back  to  his  hovel,  if  he  appeals  to  the    ings.      We    wish    these    economists 
kindness  of  his  neighbours  for   real    would  just   turn   to   the   History  of 
relief,  is  so  shocking  to  the  common    England,  A.D.  1540 — 1600,  v^d  learn 
sense  of  mankind,  that,  though  often    the  consequences  of  leaving  the  poor 
tried,  it  never  succeeds  in  any  age  or    to  their  own  resources,  as  it  is  termed 
country.    It  was  in  vain  that  Henry   in  Malthusian  cant ;  in  other  words, 
YIII.  and  his  successors  tried  martial   to  famine  and  fever.    They  will  easily 
law  and  executions  on  the  largest  scale ;    see  that  justice  is  the  best  policy,  and 
the   excesses   caused   by  misery   are    that  benevolence  to  the  poor  is  the 
stopped   by   relief,   not   punishment,    best  security  for  the  rich.     We  are 
EngUsh  indigence  was  softened,  like    glad  to  find  that  at  this  end  of  the 
the  traveller  in  the  fable,  by  the  sun,    island,  the  cold  paroxysm  of  Malthu- 
and  not  the  storm ;  the  43d  of  Elizabeth    sianism,  under  which  so  many  laboured 
succeeded,  where  the  provost-martial    a   few  years   since,   is   fast  passing 
had  failed.  away,  and  that  truth,  decency,  and 

Mr.  Barclay  mentions  a  county  (Perth-  good  feeling,  are  regaining  much  of 
shire,  we  suppose)  where  vagrancy  and  their  lost  ground.  Thus,  the  Honiiiig 
crime  have  attained  such  a  pitch,  that  Chronicle,  a  Whig  oracle  of  no  mean 
it  is  difficult  *'  to  reside  in  the  country  note,  confessed,  about  a  fortnight  agO| 
districts  with  peace  and  safety,  not  that  it  was  absurd  to  expect  an  agri- 
to  speak  of  enjoyment  Curiously  cultural  labourer  to  lay  by  a  provision 
enough,  some  people  attribute  the  evU  for  his  old  age,  from  Ms  scanty  wagtf  j 
to  begging,  and  this  again  to  indiscri-  and  that  it  was  cruel  to  shut  him  up  in 
minate  charity,  as  if  nature  had  for-  a  workhouse  at  sixty,  instead  of  giving 
bidden  these  reasoners  to  see  an  inch  him  out-door  reliei^  after  he  had  added 
beyond  the  surface.  This  enormous  considerably  by  his  labour  to  the 
vagrancy,  so  strange  to  English  ears,  capital  of  his  country.  Other  similAr 
is  caused  by  the  "  very  stinted  paro-  confessions  from  economic  quaiterSy 
chial  relief  given  to  those  on  the  Scotch  as  well  as  the  turn  of  the  late  poor-law 
poor's  list"  To  the  unspeakable  asto-  debates  in  Parliament,  give  the  friends 
nishment  of  nuiny  prosperous  gentle-  of  humanity  the  best  grounds  for  hope, 
men,  the  poor  cannot  live  on  a  shilling  It  is  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  nqt 
a  week,  and  will  not  die.  There  is  a  much  longer  hear  the  mean  threat  that 
well-known  story  of  a  Frenchman  who   the  ploughman,  who  has  saved  nothing 
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from  his  wnges  of  eight  shillings  a  vMifUtk  p4i^i>§nttm;    Any  one,  st  a 

week,  shall  be  condemned  to  pass  his  distance,  might  imagine  fiom  these 

last  yean  in  the  dismal  shades  of  a  piteous  complaints  that   paupers  had 

Union  workhouse.    It  is  said,  or  was  eaten  up  the  south  of  England,  like  a 

said,  by   certain  scribblers,  that  the  flight  of  locusts }  and  that  the  labourers 

man   who   saved  up   nothing  when  having  discovered  the  charms  of  gra- 

young  was  not  entitled  to  an  annuity  tuitous  broth,  had  left  the  land  to  pro- 

when  old.    But  these  purblind  sophists  duce  its  own  crops.    Tet  neither  Kent 

Ibrgot  that  the  labourer's  wages   do  nor   Sussex   has   been   a   wilderness 

not  really  represent  the  value  of  his  within   our  memory,  but  both  have 

labour  to  society ;  and  that  if  every  always  looked  more  like  gardens  than 

ploughman  who  lived  to  sixty  had  a  deserts ;   so  that  the  case   seems   to 

pension  of  ten  pounds   a   year,  the  resemble  Swift's  story  of  the  nobleman 

commui^ty   would    still  be   a  great  of  Lagado  (under  the  Flying  Island), 

gainer^by  its  bargains  with  the  race,  whose   estate   was    exquisitely  culti- 

Mr.  Barclay  concedes  too  much,  we  vated,   but   who   was   ridiculed   and 

think,  when  he  says,  "  In  England  it  despised    by    his    coimtiymen    "  for 

may  be  that  the  pauper  is  (or  at  least  managing  his  a£&irs  no   better,   and 

was)  in  a  situation  more  enviable  than  getting    so   ill   an    example    to   the 

the  labourer,  and  so  industry  was  fast  kingdom." 
merging  into  pauperism."  We  are  delighted  to  have  occasion 

The  pauper  in  a  workhouse  never  again  to  thank  Br.  Alison  for  his  ser- 

was  in  a  more  enviable  state  than  the  vices  to  humanity,  and  to  find  that  the 

labourer  at  large.    To  prove  this,  it  is  clearness  with  which  he  states  his  case 

not   requisite  to  weigh  their  several  is  equalled  by  the  perseverance  with 

portions    of   bacon  [in    the    critical  which  he  advocates  it 

balance,  and  show  which  of  the  two  

lived  on  the  scantiest  fisre.     The  con- 
finement and  discipline  of  a  wotkhouse  »»•  BLLIOTSON  AND  HIS  PUPILS. 

always  turned  the  scale  against  the  «  Supbeb  and  doubly  honourable  pre- 

pauper:  so  that  a  run  upon  a  work-  sentation  of  plate  from  the  grateful 

hoa^«.dthede«rtionofh„d^ed  ^  SS^LlSlXfc^'^S^fh 

potatoes  for  eleemosynary  soup,  were  ^^  ^^  grandiloquent  terms  in  which 

never  yet  heard  of,  save  in  the  morbid  the  above  fiict  is  announced  in  one  of 

dream  of  a  Malthusian.     To  go    to  the  evening  papers,  and,  taken  with 

prison  in  order  to  improve  one's  diet  is  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^Wch  it  is  P™t<^  (the 
^  , .  ^v  f  ^^  i.,«.  „^  «^  whole  being  m  capitals)  they  tend  to 
so  rare  a  whim,  that  no  laws  are  re-  to  produce  a  very  imposing  effect. 
quislte  to  gnard  against  it  Nor  was  fn  plain  language  the  £eu;t8  are,  that 
''industry  fest  merging  into  pauper-  on  the  17th  a  aeputation  from  Dr. 
ism."  The  southern  countries  of  Eng-  Elliotson'iB  pupils,  at  Universitv  Col- 
land  have  often  been  described  in  the  ^.:!"i^^^Jii»j^^^te^ 


most  moving  terms  as 
of  pauperism ;   nay, 

Villeneuve    de   Bargemont,    foimerly  their  address   Dr.  EUiotson   made  a 

Com.«Uor  of  S^te.   «»d  P^  *.  SSpublisSS'^W  «jSSU'S! 

Nord,  attributes  the  excess  of  poverty  tached,  and  which  we  therefore  pre- 

in  the  north  of  France  to  the  proxi-  giune  to  be  correct.     The  most  re- 

mity  of  England,  which,  he  says,  has 

inoculated  the  rest  of  Europe  with  le  •  AUMBylUostrstknu,  p.  sr. 
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markable  paflsage  is  one  referring  to  Hie  iweUfaicf  contlniiliig  to  IncreaM,  he 

phrenology  and  animal  magnetism,  on  now  felt  pain  in  his  knee,  extending  down 

which  subjects  the  Doctors  opinions  the  back  of  hul^  to  the  ankle  and  foot, 

remain  unchanged,  as  will  appear  from  endaUo  np  to  the  hip. 

the  following  extract  —  Tiirec  daya  ago,  he  obseired  an  mcreaae 

"  Gentlemen.-Thi's  is  the  most  gr^  ^  ^  ^^}^  ^^  «\«  P^  '^  ^  ^^ 

tifying  day  of  my  existence.  •  •  •  •  en)emlly  in  the  pophteal  apjce.  but  extend- 

T^F.J^\:^^  *.f..w»^^i^,^  .«  T    v«.«o  Mig  down  to  the  ankle  and  foot,  and  at- 

In  advocating  P^wn^logy  sb  I   have  ^^  ^.^  numbness  «id  inabiUt^  to  mote 

done  for  nearly  five-and-twenty  years,  ^  ^^                                     f 

and  mesmerism  as   I   have  done  for  The  following  was  the  sUte  of  the  cMe  on 

three  years,    I  have  adhered  strictly  ^j^  patient's  admission.    In  the  popUteal 

to  facts,  and  so  shunned  all  specula-  gpacc,  or  rather  just  above  this,  and  over 

tion  that  those  phrenologists  who  are  the  coufm  of  the  femoral  artery,  was  a  hard 

more  proi»e  to  listen  to  authority,  and  firm  moveable  mass,  disookmred  over  a  por- 

more prone  to  speculate  than  to  examine  tion  of  its  surface,  and  marked  by  enlarged 

nature,  regard  me  as  little  advanced  in  superficial  veins.    The  patient  experienoed 

phrenologies  Imowledge  ;    and  many  throbbing  pain  in  it ;  the  leg  was  consider- 

mesmerists  pronounce  me  a  sceptic;  ably  swollen,  the  foot  benumbed,  and  the 

and,  indeed,  the  facts  are  so  wonderful  knee,  which  was  stiff,  was  the  seat  of  a 

and  unlooked  for,  that  I  have  affirmed  pricking  sensation.    The  patient,  before  his 

none,  and  will  affirm  none,  which  I  entrance  to  the  hospi^,  had  been  salivated, 

have  not  myself  satisfactorily  witness-  ^  the^ppoafaon  that  Us  complaint  was 

ed,  howevCT  high  the  authority  that  f^J!*^/    ^«  P^^'  •'?  imagining 

•1^*1 ^„   *i,^^       -Di«.^^^i^/^  iioo  TirkUF  that  hiB  disease    was  rheumatism,   placed 

declares  them.     Phrenology  hM  now  ^      ^     j^  Williams,  but  was  trans- 

al.least  twenty  thousand  supporters  m  feared  to  the  care  of  Mr.  QuU  on  the  17th, 

this  country ;  and  mesmerism  is  daily  ,.  joon  as  the  case  had  been  ascertained  to 

^ing  ground  among  able  and  scien-  y^  ^  secondary  diffused  aneurigm.    The  on- 

tine  persons,  and  is  undergoing  inves-  ^^  circumscribed  aneurism  was  situated 

ligation  in  very  many  quarters?'  at  the  commencement  of  the  popliteal  artery, 

•  .  and  the  sweUjing  of  the  lunb  beloir  this 

point,  and  espedally  in  the  popliteal  space, 

CLINICAL    LECTURE,  "*<*  augmented  very  much  during  the  last 

two  days.    The  tumor,  which  was  tender, 

Deiherid  at  Univeniiy  College  Hotpitai.  and  painfiiil  on  pressore,  could  be  felt  with 

u^  Q.W.TW*  r/>^...   1?-^  *1*  l""*d  to  be  attended  with  a  weak  pulsa- 

By  SAlfUEL  COOPER^SO.  ^^^  j^  .^^  ^^  ,  ^j^^^  ^^^  U^j  5j^, 

Senior  Suigeon  to  the  Hoqilta],te.         •  Jouration  of  its  surfece.    When  the  leg  was 

^"^^  toadied,  or  pinched,  the  patient  was  soaroely 

GsNTLBicnf,-— It  seems  to  me,  that,  in  the  oonsdous  of  what  was  done,  so  great  was  the 

generality  of  works  on  fugery,  yon  will  not  degree  of  numbness  in  it. 

find  the  ^^fFnf4    popliteal   aneurism   de-  Directly  I  placed  my  hands  upon  the  swdl- 

•cnbed  with    all  that  oare   and  aoconey  ing,  I  remarked  to  Dr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Morton, 

which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  who  were   preaent  when  I  first   saw  the 

.Ob  this  scoount  I  sm  glad  to  avail  myself  case,  that  its  solid  feel  at  once  made  me  cer- 

<»f  the  opportonity,  which  the  case  of  Jeremiah  tain  that  the  case  was  not  an  abscess;  snd 

Tomkins  affords,  to  call  your  attention  to  that  the  view  which  had  already  been  taken 

the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  a  form  of  of  its  true  churacter  waa  the  correet 


aneurism  which    is  often  followed  by  the  point  which,  had  there  existed  the  shadow 

loss  of  the  patient's  limb,  or  life.  of  a  doubt,  would  have  been  rendered  per- 
fectly dear  by  the  history  of  the  swell^ig ; 

Casb  L-^Difkted  popliteai  muuriam.  f^  throbbings  in  the  eariy  stsge  of  it ;  its 

Jeremiah  Tomkins,  «t.  S5,  admitted  un-  sudden  increase  when  it  became  dii&ised« 

der  Mr.  Qnain,  Oct.  15,  1841 :  a  labourer  and  the  reduction  in  the  force  of  the  pulsa- 

In  the  coal  trade,  and  accustomed  to  drink  tions  accompanying  this  Istter  very  import 

fireely.  tant  change.     Then  another  sign,  particu- 

About  flte  weeks  previonsly  he  first  no-  larly  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Morton,  was  the 

tfased  a  swelling  towards  the  inner  and  baek  sensation  imparted  to  the  surgeon's  hand 

part  of  the  thigh,  and  about  tiie  junction  of  when  It  was  applied  to  the  swelling,  at  the 

the  middle  with  the  lower  third  of  this  part  moment  of  pressmre  being  removed  feom  the 

of  the  limb.    It  throbb^  and  was  tender,  artery  in  the  groin ;  for  then  the  feesh  snd 

notwithstanding   which  he  did  not  desist  sudden  rush  of  blood  to  the  tumor  could  be 

from  work  untfl  a  fortnight  before  his  ad-  distinctly  perceived  in  it,  leaving  no  doubtof 

minkm.  the  sweUiiig  arishig  ftom,  and  commonieat- 
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Ingwith,  the  artayt    This  is  one  criterion  temperature  md  mtmbness  not  altered  ifnoB 

which,  when  the  pnlntion  it  feeble  and  ob-  laat  report ;  discharge  from  wonnd  lessened* 

scare,  desenres    well  .to    be    remembered,  Not/  3d.-— ligatare  came  away. 

though  I  do  not  know  that  any  distinct  no-  15th.— »Iimb  bandaged,  and  compress  ap« 

tloe  has  been  taken  of  it  in  works  of  snr-  plied    over    tnmor.      Swelling    decreasing 

gery,  with  reference  to  anenrism  attended  alowly ;   sensibility  at  limb  perfect  again ; 

with  extrarasation  of  blood.     Yet  it  is  a  dr-  wound  healed ;  health  undisturbed, 

eumstance  of  great  value  in  eluddatb;  the  25th. — Bandage  thought  to  be  serviceable 

diagnosis.  in  promoting  the  absorption  of  the  e£5]sed 

For  reasons  which  I  shall  presently  ex*  blood, 

plain,  a  popliteal  aneurism  in  this  stage  is  Nov.  30. — On  removing  the  bandage,  a 

«me  that  does  not  admit  of  delay,  and  there*  slight  discolouration  observed  over  the  instep, 

fore,  alter  a  few  minutes'  consultation,  the  about  the  size  of  a  shilling ;    also  two  or 

operation  of  tying  the  femoral  artery  was  three  smaller  spots  over  the  upper  part  of 

performed  by  Mr.  Quain,  at  one  o'clock.  the  tibia.     These,  it  is  reported,  had  oer- 

Tlie  first  incision  began  about  two  indiee  tainly  been  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the 

below  Poupart's  ligament,  and  was  continued  roller. 

downwards  three  inches.    As  the  lower  part  Umb  to  be  kept  more  elevated,  and  all 

of  the  wound  exposed  some  of  the  effused  prcsaure  on  the  discoloured  parts  to  be 

blood,  the  artery  was  dissected  down  to  in  the  prevented  with  pads  of  lint  suitably 

higher  part  of  it ;  and  the  fascia  lata  and  arranged. 
aheadi  of  the  artery  having  been  opened,  the 

ligature  was  applied.    The  man  was  afteN  ^  I^«c-  5.— llie  discoloured  spots  have  now 

warda  removed  to  bed ;  and  the  limb  having  become  open  sores,   to    which    the  water 

been  pUced  on  an  oblique  plane,  so  as  to  dressing  is  applied.     Bandage  discontinued, 

facilitate  the  return  of  the  venous  blood,  ft  25th.  —  Swelling  nearly  all  gone,   with- 

was  next  covered  with  blankets,  to  maintain  <>«*  fi»rther  use  of  bandage.     Ulcen  healed. 

Rb  temperature  and  promote  the  circulatioB.  ^  31st. --Bandage  has  been  applied  again 

As  soon  as  the  oosing  of  blood  had  ceased,  ^'""ng  the  last  two  days;   patient  site  up 

ihfl  wound  was  dosed  with  sutures  and  isiii.  two  or  three  hours  daUy ;  a  alight  hardnese 

glass  plaster.  the  only  vestige  of  the  ongmal  disease. 

18th.— Temperature  of  the  limb  below  ,  J"-  P»  1841.  — Since  last  report,  two 

the  aneurismal  tumor  found  to  be  higher  >loughshave  occurred  on  the  great  toe  ;  one 

than  that  of  the  opposite  limb,  or  than  on  the  upper  part  of  it;  the  other  over  the 

what  it   had  been    bS)re  the    operation,  tarao-metatarsal  articulation ;  and  perhaps 

Hie  discolouration  from  the  extravasated  awribable  to  the  eifcct  of  the  severe  weather, 

blood  increased.     Pulse  185  i  no  qipetite ;  asthey  formed  after  the  bandage  had  been  for 

bowels  open;   pain  m  the  grohi,  fai  the  ■<'>ne  time  fdiscontinued.      Water  dressmg 

course  of  the  artery,  and  hi  the  popliteal  AppUed. 

•pace,  with  a  pricking  sensation  hi  the  leg.  30th.  —  Slough  near   extremity   of  toe 

Ttamor  less  tender.  ^"^  been  detached,  and  the  ulcer  is  left 

19th.— Has  slept  well ;  pulse  120 ;  gene-  ■uperfidal.    A  portion  of  the  other  has  also 

nl  swelling  less.  separated. 

20th.— Edges    of  the   faidsion   nearly  R«mam8.— This  case  afforda  a  very  good 

united;   but  ttiere  is  suppuration  in  the  illustration— 

deeper  parts  around  the  artery,  some  puri-  ,.  ^^  Of  the  symptoms  of  a  diffViaed  pop- 
form  fluid  having  been  pressed  out.  The  liteal  aneurism ;  the  sudden  increase  of  the 
temperature  of  the  limb  88  just  belOw  the  •wclhng  on  the  sac  giving  way;  the  dia- 
wound,  86  at  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  90  in  colouration  of  the  skm ;  the  soUd  feel  <^  the 
the  opposite  Hmb.  tumor,  caused  by  the  blood ;   the  numbness 

Some  castor.oil  prescribed,  to  open  the  Mid  pam  in  tiie  leg  and  foot;  the  cedema; 

bowels ;  and  the  following  medicine,  which  ^be  feeble  and  obscure  pulsations ;  the  thnll- 

tbe  patient  had  been  taking,  was  contfaiued.  "«  w&Mtion  communicated  to  the  surgeon's 

|lPotass«Bi«irb.3iv.;Acid'^rt.5iiss.5  (l!^!  ^iT^^*!;!?!;!^^^ 

*^Vin.  Ant,  Tart.  V;  Aq.  S^ufFt.  i;^^*^^^   aU  these  pomta  were  op«  to 

mist.     Cocbl.  magn.  ij.  altcmis  horis  gdly.  Of  ie  prudence  of  operating  under 

'°°^^^'  such  drcumstanoea  without- delay;    for  if 

21st. — Pulse  102  t  sensibility  in  the  limb  time  had  beoi  lost,  on  the  old  and  exploded 

aoBsewhat  improved ;  no  pain,  not  even  on  notion  of  waiting  for  the  enlargement  of  the 

pnawiiii ;  tumor  diminiahed.  anastomosing  vessds,  the  qnantity  of  blood, 

25tib.-*(Edeaaa  of  the  leg  has  disappeared,  effused  in  tibe  cellular  tissue  of  the  limb, 

and  the  circumference  ofthethi^,  where  the  would  soon  have  become  greatly  increased, 

aneurism  ia  situated,  measures  less,  by  one  and  the  cironlation  so  much  impeded  from 

iw^,  thn  on  the  day  of  the  operation ;  the  this  eanse,  that  gangrene  would  have  been 
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.the  oomMiieiioe.    attendiHt   with  the  Iom  itranKth  and   tiirhlTim   of  ths  tiimnnnfti. 

of  limb,  or  erflD  of  Ufe.    At  all  eventt,  yon  But,  in  the  cerrioil  portion  of  the  ^pine, 

may  depend  upon  it,  that  the  risk  of  the  oc-  nch  an  aoctdent  ia  oocaiionally  met  with. 

cnrrence  of  mortification  ia  very  moch  in  The  complete  form  of  it*  howevvfi  aa  dia- 

proportion  to  the  extravaeation  in  the  cellalar  tiogniihed  from  a  diiplaoeraent  ef  an  artioHt- 

tissue,  which  state,  joined  to  the  impediment  lar  process  of  one  side,  is  so  rare,  that  tiia 

to  the  dae  supply  of  blood  in  the  leg,  caused  following  case  well  merits  your  attention, 

by  the  aneurism  itself,  must  be,  in  erery  John  Green,  aged  51,  wimitted  Dee.  18« 

point  of  view,  disadTantageous,  and  a  source  at  half-past   7,   p.  m.,  under   the  care  €# 

of  peril.     In  a  case  which  I  attended  in  Mr.  Qoain.     About  22  hours  pusrionslyt 

private  prsctioe,  where  the  effusion  of  blood  whilst  carrying  a  sabk  of  ooala,  he-  alipped 

into  the  cellular  tissue,  from  a  very  large  backwards  from  the  step  of  a  dioor,  and  hia- 

popliteal    aneurism,    was    four    times    aa  neck  came  against  the  edge  of  the  slep. 

oopious  as  in  this  instance,  the  limb  was  The  man  waa  unable  to  rise,  his  lower  ex<- 

speedily  seised  with  mortification,  and  the  tremities  being  almost  completely  paralvtio ; 

Eitient's  life  waa  only  saved  by  amputation,  and  he  felt  *'  sensations  of  pins  and  needles" 

ere,  indeed,  the  sac  gave  way  on  the  side  in  his  upper  eztvessitiea.    The  paralyaia  of 

towards  the  popliteal  space ;  the  blood  guahed  the  lower  limba  increased,  and  at  1 2  o'dock, 

suddenly  into  tiieoeQidar  tissue  in  prodigious  p.m.  his  breathing  became  difliottk;  and* 

quantity,  so  as  to  fill  and  distend  nearly  at  a  later  period,  he  found  himself  unable 

&e  whole  of  it,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  to  oongh«     His  bowels  have  not  been  acted 

thigh,  down  to  the  heel.    In  fact,  there  was  upon :  he  has  been  bled  twioe ;   and  hia 

a  laige  quantity  of  eztraTasated  blood  on  urine  haa  been  drawn  off  with  a  catheter* 

each  nde  of  the  tendon  of  Achilles.  On  admission,  ha  complained  of  sharp 

3dly.  The  case  which  you  have  had  the  and  achiog  pain  about  the  aizth  oervioal 

opportunity  of  studying  will  slso  teach  you  vertebra  ;    there  is  no  eKtemal   mark   of 

to  avoid  making  pressure  on  the  limb  with  ii^ury  or  crepitus  to  be  peroeiTed,  and  no 

a  tight  bandage  after  the  operation ;  as  it  is  apparent  diqplaoemcnt.    Hia  BMntal  fnenl- 


apt,  like  any  thing  eke  that  tends  to  obstruct  ties  are  uninqMired  i  pulae  54,  rather  full, 
the  five  return  of  blood  in  the  weakened  but  soft ;  respiration  22,  and  wholly  dii^ 
state  of  the  circnlaiion  in  the  Umb.  following    nhrasrmatic :  he  sneaks  with  an  effort,  hia 


state  of  the  circulation  in  the  Umb,  following  phragmatic ;  he  speaks  with  an  effort, 

the  operation,  to  cause  sloughing  and  uloera-  respiration  then  becoming   more  hurried, 

tion.     Fortunately,  in  the  case  before  ua,  and  he  is  almoat  unable  to  oough.      Hia 

such  mischirf  was  only  superficial,  and  not  abdomen  is   somewhat   tympanitio..      Hie 

of  aerioua  consequence.     The  bandage  was  whole  sorfoae  is  of  the  natural  temporatorab 

applied  hi  consequence  of  the  very  alow  pro-  The  power  of  sensation  m  the  npper  extn- 

mss  in  ttie  absorption  of  the  ellused  blood,  mities  ia  much  impairsd,   but  tba(  of  Iho 

The  uloesation  prodneed  by  it  over  the  tibb  head  and  neck,  above  the  davides,  remaiM 

and  tarsus,  however,  was  confined  to  a  small  parfect*    In  descending  from  this  point  lo 

coetent,  snd  of  little  importance.    The  most  about  the  ninth  rib,  it  beoomaa  less,  and  aa 

troublesome  ulceration  ooeonred  near  the  end  here  completely  lost{   the  remainii^  part 

of  the  great  too;  but  aa  thi«  came  on  during  of  the  trunk  and  lower  limba  bring  wkkUy 

the  mtensely  cold  weather  of  January  last,  paralysed.     The  loss  of  sfisation  extend* 

said  some  time  sfter  tlie  bandage  had  been  somewhat  higher  poateriorly  than  in  front, 

removed,  the  latter  probably  had  no  share  Hie  loss  of  motion  has  a  oorreapondinc  oai^ 

whatever  in  its  productkm.     The  plan  of  tent  and    degree:    some  power  over  the 

keeping  the  limb  in  a  comfortable  tempera*  movements  of  the  upper  extranities  still  oon^ 

tore,  and  with  the  foot  and  1^  ndsed  on  an  tinuea,  but  the  man  cannot  dirsot  thsm  aosn- 

incUned  plane,  to  fkvour  the  return  of  venoua  ratdly,  as  if  the  action  of  some  mnsdes  waa 

blood,  was,  on  every  account,  right  and  completely  paralysed.    The  parietea  oi  tho 

judidons.       The     decision     with     whidi  chest,    except    the   diaphragm,    ase   q^to 

Mr.  Qnain  proceeded  to  the  operation  with-  immoveable.    His  bladder  ia  not  distended, 

out  the  least  delay,  and  the  akill  witti  which  He  haa  no  priapism,  nor  seminal  *-"i««s^ 

ha  eneented  it,  were  the  meana  of  saving  both  He  was  placed  quietly  in  bed,  and  some 

life  ai|d  limb.  mild  stimulants  were  administered  to  him. 

^  9  o'dock.^-'He  is  resUess,  and  desirous 

X^ABM  Ih-^DiiheaHm  1^  fk€ /V^k  eerviea  of  chsnging  his   position  t   his  breathing 

ff^iebra  om  tk€  sisrM.  yniMmtJroffture.  more  difficult ;  pSse  slower  ;  he  isveirT 

Ton  know  that  a  dislocation  of  the  dorsal  deafrons  of  drink,  which  he  swallows  with 

and  lumbar  vertcbrn,    unaccompanied  by  facility.      In  this    condition   he  remainad 

firaotura  of  the  bodies  or  articulating  pro-  until  half-past  4,  wiien  his  btealhing  faeeaBae 

ceases  of  those  bones,  isprevented  by  varioua  more  difficult,  and  he  passed  a  very  oopioua 

anatomical  resistanoss, e^edally  thoas  arismg  8to<d.     He  died  at  half-past  6,  34  honn 

fhm  tiie  rise,  shape,  and  direction  of  the  after  the  aeddant. 

articulating  and  spinous  prooeases^  and  the  Jhwwfnefien  qfike  My,  Urn  Aonre  qfUr 
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death, — No  external  mark  of  iiyurj.     On  constrncted,    and   having  been,  therefore, 

catting  down  to  the  cerrical  Teitabne,  iome  npwarda  of  ten  yean  ftuxiiliar  with  ita  form 

blood *waa  found  extrarasated  between  the  and  application,  I  was  certainly  not  a  little 

mnscleB.      The  fifth  cervical  vertebra'  waa  surpruied  at  Mr.  Foolkes'  attempt  to  pasa 

fiiand  dislocated  forwards  on  the  sixth ;  the  off  that  instrument  as  an  invention  of  the 

artienhur   processes  of  the  former  having  present  day  and  his  own.      If  the  principle 

passed  in  front  of  those  of  the  latter.    Hie  of  the  two  instruments,  merely,  had  been 

ampacity  of  the  spinal  canal  was  greatly  the  same,  it  would  be  unfair  to  call  in 

diminished,  the  cord  compressed,  and  blood  question  Mr.  Foulkes'  originality  ;  but  that 

eAised  into    its    substance.      The  nerves  he  should  have  hit  upon  not  merely  the 

passing  out  between  the    fifth  and  sixth  principle,  but  the  whole  details  of  the  con- 

vertebrm  were    compressed  ;    the  anterior  struction  of  Dr.  Buchanan's  instrument,  is 

common  ligament  was  stretched,  and  par-  somewhat  too  much  to  be  believed  on  this 

tially  torn ;  the  intervertebral  substance  was  side  of  the  border.     It  is  sometimes  difficult 

entirely  torn  from  the  body  of  the  sixth  for  a  man  to  find  out  the  origin  of  his  own 

vertebra ;  the  articular  ligaments  were  lace-  thoughts ;    and,  without   insinuating    that 

rated ;    the  supra-spinous  was  entire.  But  Mr.  F.  owes  any  thing  to  the  itinerant  ca- 

stretefaed ;    the  ligamentum  subflaivum  was  theter-maker,  I  am  persuaded  that  if  he  will 

torn,   and  partially   detadied  ;    the  blood  take  the  trouble  to  recal  his  first  ideas  on 

tteoqghont   the  body  remained  fluid,  and  this  matter,  he  will  find  they  did  not  origi- 

ooenpaed  chiefly  the  venous  system.  nate  solely  "  in  the  torture  endur^  by  his 

nie  lungs  were  generally  emphysematous  patients"  under  the  usual  treatment :  I  make 

m  fed.  and  appcaranee ;   there  were  some  this  supposition  merely  that  I  may  not  be 

poinia  of  eechymoab in tiieir substance;  and  obliged  to  bring  against  any  member  of  a 

tiba  braoohi  contained  a  great  deal  of  frothy  liberal  profession  a  charge  so  odious  as  that 

■Miens.      There  were  5mo  some  spots  ojp  of  deliberate  plagiarism;  although,  I  c<mfes8, 

pVBCfiilbrm    and  stellated    redness   in  the  Mr.  Foulkes'  last  letter  does  not  call  for 

ccNirse  of  the  intestinal  canaL  much  delicacy  of  reply.    The  wrath  which 

The  paftaoulars  now  explained,  induding  he  manifests  is  not  imlike  that  of  a  person 

the  symptoms  during  fife,  and  tiie  post-  who  feels  sore  on  being  stripped  of  his 

rnoiiem  appearances,  cannot  frdl  to  interest  borrowed  plumes.     His  abuse  of  the  whole 

every  student  desirous  of  gaining  a  know-  Scotch  nation,  and  his  endeavour  to  enlist 

lodge  of  the  accidents  to  which  the  spinal  the  sympathies  of  all  Englishmen  on  bis 

oatamn  is  liable.    This  is  the  second  exam-  behalf,  are  peculiarly  absurd.     If  he  had 

pla  of  a  complete  dislocation  of  the  cervical  been  an  Irislunan,  he  certainly  would  have 

vuitebrsi,  vnaeoompanied  by  fracture,  whidi  urged  the  matter  as  an  additional  reason  for 

I  iMtve  witnessed  within  the  Isst  six  or  seven  the  repeal  of  Hie  Union  I 

yaars.    By  the  fkvour  of  a  gentleman,  for-  Mr.  Foulkes  denies  the  identity  of  the 

merty  sttending  my  leetnres^  I  was  enriiled,  two    instruments.       There    certainly    are 

a  §Mt  asssiona  ago,  to  exhibit  to  die  surgical  differences ;  but  every  difierence  is  a  fault. 

eIsM  of  Universi^  College  a  specimen  of  Mr.   Foulkes'  instrument  is  an    awkward 

n  flonplete  dislocation  of  the  middle  cervical  imitation,  by  a  person  who  has  not  thoroughly 

vertabtfie,  withont  fracture.    The  man  from  understood  the  uses  of  the  original.    I^us, 

wImmu    it    was    taken   waa   killed   instan-  his  small  catheter  is  imperforate  at  the  pointi 

taneottsly,  by  his  head  being  forced  against  which  deprives  him  of  the  use  of  the  silver 

the  top  of  a  gateway,  as  he  was  sitting  on  probe  inside.    Tliere  is  a  cliunsy  head-piece 

an  onuubua,  whidi  was  going  along  at  a  on  all  of  the  catheters,  which  prevents  their 

rapid  rate.    The  body  waa  convwed  to  the  slipping  over  each  other  when  we  wish  to 

Middlrspx  Ho^ital.     In  the  late  Mr.  How-  withdraw  any  of  the  larger  pieces,  leaving 

slip's  musetm  might  be  seen  another  exam-  the  smaller  behind — a  most  important  prac* 

pie  of  m  complete  «tislooation  of  the  oervical  tical  application  of  the  instrument.    Correct 

part  of  the  spine  without  finctnie.  these  defecU,  and  Mr.  Foulkes  can  no  longer 

deny  that  his  instrument  of  1841  is  in  every 

respect  that  of  Dr.  Buchanan's  of  1831. 
COMPOUND  CATHETER. 

msPLT  TO  MB.  FouLrts  ANO  CBimuBOUs,  ^^«  "^^^  ^  ChiruTgus.    If  he  compawa 

BTA  PUPIL  or  DB  BVCBAKAK.  ^-   ^^^f*   apparatus  and    that  of   Dr, 

'^                                           *  Buchanan,  he  will  find  that,  while  they  re-r 

'"'^  semble  each  other  to  a  certain  extent  in 

2b  the  BdHar  qfthe  MeMctU  Quttiie.  prindple,  they  differ  completely  in  the  de- 

.  tails  of  structure  and  mode  of  application. 

'  ^''>  M.  Gerdy  certainly  employs  several  canulss 

Hai^tiro   beoi   «  pupil  of  Dr.  Buchanan  passing  within  enoi  other,  but  th€$9  eanmim 

at  tike  time  be  had  bii  stricture  faistniment  mrt  m  <if  the  eame  length;   the  smaller 


938            REMARKABLE  CBDEMA  IS  THE  ARM  OF  A  FEMALE. 

(cannules  de  remplissage)  being  merely  in*  D'Auvergne,    for   the    superiority   of  hltf 

tended  to  fill  up  the  void  in  the  larger,  and  reports.      The   Chairman    presented  .  these 

form  a  nngle  conductor,  which  guides  down  honoarable  testimonials,    accompanied    by 

to  the  stricture  a  small  sound  or  bougie,  most  feeling  addresses,  to  each  gentleman, 

by  which  alone  the  dilatation  is  effected.  Resolutions  were  moved  and  seconded  by 

How  different  is  this  from  a  series  of  cathe-  Messrs.  Purchas,   Menzies,   Pi2ey,  Veasey, 

ters,  of  difereni  lengths,  passing  over  each  Clcgg,  Gull,  Longmore,  Noyes,  Chapman, 

other,  and  all  contributing  on  the  principle  and  Francis,  and  the  meeting    separated, 

of  the  wedge  to  effect  dilatation.     Instead  having  been  conducted    and  characterized 

of  being  mere  conductors,  the  larger  canuls  throughout    by  the    utmost    harmony    of 

are  most  powerful  instruments  of  dilatation,  sentiment. 

and  by  hr  the  safest,  for  they  take  the    

smaller    amute,    which    have   passed    on  REMARKABLE  (EDEMA  IN  THE 

beyond  them,  for  their  gmdes,  m  forcmg  -^--  ^-,       m-wAiw 

their  way  through  the  stricture.    Chiruigus*  ^*^  ^^  -^  rBMAL.B, 

own  proposal  is  liable  to  the  same  criticbm.  altxrnatino  with  the  stats  6r  thb 

I  may  add  Jurther,  that  a  single  conductor,  mxnst&uai.  discharos. 

while  it  is  of  no  use  as  on  instrument  of  . 

dilatation,  does  not  meet  the  difficulty  pre-  «^.       «,           ,  ^  «         .      ,              ... 

sented  in  the  majority  of  bad  cases  of  stric  S*V^2r"  ?!^  \  """^^  case  fai  the 

ture,  in  which  there  is  not  one  only,  but  f  •  ^i  Hospital  of  oedema  of  the  right  arm 

two  or  three  contractions  of  the  urethra.  «/»«»««.  which  began  three  years  9p, 

In  such  cases  you  must  have  two  or  three  ™  ^  produced    by  putting  it  m  hot 

conductors,  of  different  lengths  and  diame-  J^  ■"^'^  «  ^  °^^  ▼^^T  m«ifh  chilled, 

ters,  which  would  form,  together,  an  appa-  Tins  was  followed  by  sweUing  of  the  ana, 

ratus on thesameprindpleasDr. Buchanan's.  «»*    ^T  ?^°?    ^  ™  ™f»«»»^^n»<* 

I  hope  my  regard  for  an  old  teacher  will  ^'^^  regular  before.     TTie  elbow  became 

be  held  motive  sufficient  for  my  thus  ad-  f^^\  «»*  "Jlf  ^  »<>*  been  able  to  bend 

venturing  to  break  a  lance  in  his  just  quarrel.  *'   "^'    ^    has    maistruated    two    or 

I  remain  sir  three  times  since  it  happened,  but  never 
Your  most  obedient  servant,  perfectly;  imd    at    these    periods    tfam 
«  SuuM  CniQUB."  ^'^  ^  remarkable  diminution  of  the  swell- 
April  6, 1841.  ^f    "O    *^*   i*    nearly  disappeared;    at 
-  o^er  times  it  is  so  hard  that  it  will  not 

GUY'S  HOSPITAL  CLINICAL  P'    **"   pressure.      There    is    always    an 

V.W*  a  AxwoiAXAu  \j^xi.^x\^sM^  mcrcase    of    pam    and    sweihng  on    tlie 

REPORT  SOCIETY.  approach  of  the  menstrual  period.  TTie 
»—  forearm  bears  the  mark  of  extensive 
On  Thursday  evening,  the  22d  inst,  the  incisions,  the  cicatrices  being  more  die- 
tenth  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  *«^«*  than  the  «omid  skin,  so  as  to  foim 
held  m  the  medical  theatre :  Bransby  B.  cyhndrical  pronunences.  Various  modes 
Cooper,  Esq.  in  the  chair.  °'  treatment  have  been  employed.    Afler 

This  society,  which  is  peculiar  to  Guy's  mwwjraatmg  last  month,  tiie  »wellfaig  of 

Hospital,  was  founded  by  the  Uie  kmented  *"*    forearm   neariy    subsided.    The    mm 

Mr.  BUckburn,   and  has  been  carried  on  f^  ^J  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^  *»««»  *>«^Pn« 

with  the    most  distinguished    and  aknost  ^"^  when  walkmg,  as  she  is  not  able  to 

unexpected    success.      The  object  of   the  f»PP?rt  it  m  a  shng;  ^e  sittmg,  she 

society  is  implied  by  its  name:  each  member  "■■  "  supported  on  a  pillow.     She  has 

has  acertam  portion  ofthe  Hospital  assigned  "'«»n*ly  menstruated  more  freely  than  at 

to  him,  all  the  cases  m  which  he  b  bound  ">!  '™«  previous  to  her  becoming  affected, 

to  report.     The  members    meet    weekly,  ^^  "«  swelling  ttu  nearly  subsided ;  she 

and  discuss  any  remarkable  cases  which  may  ^^  menstruated  two  months  in  snooesaioa, 

present  themsdves.  ^hich  had    never    been    the    case    before 

At  the  dose  of  each  session,  the  honorary  "^c®  ^^  ****ck ;  she  had  suffered  from 

certificate  of  tiie  society,  stamped  with  the  ▼o«nit>nflr»    ^"t    ^^    now    recovered  from 

great  seal  of  the  Hospital,  is  awarded  to  ^^'     ^  ^^^^  ^*«  P^"«^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 

that  gentieman  whose  reports  are  considered  ^^  ''™*  *  ™°"''^  *60  J  '^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^®*° 

the  most  perfect.  partially  relieved  by  an  issue.     The    case 

At   the  meeting  htdy   held,    after  the  "  remarkable  for  the  long  continuance  of 

report  had  been  read  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Birkett,  ^^  oedema,  and  for  iU  connection  with 

the  secrtstary,  two  honorary  certificates  were  meMtmation.— JV«d  York  Journal  ^f  Jtfs- 

presented;    one  to   J.   R.   Bedford    Esq.  dicint  and  Surgery, 

late    secretary,    to  whom    the    society    is  -^-» 
most  deeply  indebted;  the  second  to  Mr. 
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DRUGS   OK  SALE  IN  THE   ENGLISH   MARKET, 

With  their  Prices  and  seyeral  Dutiea. 

(From  the  Official  Retum$,  AprU  13,  1841.^ 


Alocsy  Baibadoes,  D.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bd c 

Cape,  BD c 

hj^ae.  Oil  of,  German,  D.p....lb 

E.1.  .: lb 

AsaftBtiday  B.D.     ......•«..-.•>€ 

Balsam,  Canada,  o.p lb 

Copaiba,  bd lb 

Pena,  BD lb 

Benioin  (best)  bd c 

Camphor,  unreilned,  bd c 

Cantnarides.  D.p. lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  D.p lb 

Cascariilaor  Elentheria  Bark,D.r.c. 

Ousia,  Oil  of,  BD lb 

Castor  OU,  East  India,BD lb 

West  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  Iftlb 

Castoreum,  American lb 

D.p.       Hudson's  Bay lb 

Catechn,  BD.  Pale    c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Psle  (Crown) ....  lb 

BD.  Red    lb 

Yellow  ...;.. ..lb 

Colocynth,  TnrkeT lb 

D.p.      Moe:adore lb 

Calumba  Root,  BD c 

Cabebs,BD c 

Oambofe,BD c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Ooaiacam,  d.p... lb 

Gam  Arabic,  Turkey,  line,  d,p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  ..  c 
Barbarr,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  d.p c 

B.  I.  line  yellow,  bd.c 
Do.  dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senegal  garblings,  d.p c 

Trsncanth.  D.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p lb 

Ipecacuanha  Root,  B.D lb 

Jalap,  BD lb 

Manna,  flaky,  bd.   lb 

Sicilian,  bd lb 

Mnsk,  China,  BD os 

Myrrh,  Bast  India,  bd c 

Tarkey»BD.«. c 

Nux  Vomica,  bd lb 

Opium,  Turkey,  bd lb 

Peppermint,  Oil  of,  F.  bd lb 

Qnicluilyer,  bo lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bd lb 

Dutch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  bo lb 

Baftnm,  French,  bd lb 

Spanish lb. 


Pbicb. 


Sarsaparifia,  Honduras,  bd. 

Ltobon,  BD. 

Scanmony,  Smyrna,  d.p. 

Aleppo    .... 

Senna,  East  India,  bd.  .. 

Alexandria,  D.p... 

Smyrna,  d.p. 


lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 
Tripoli,  D.p.   lb 


^  »,  4.       ^  s,  d, 

IS  0  0  to  ao  0  0 

6    0    0        10    0    0 
S  10    0         8    ft    0 


I 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  4 

1  8 
I  8 
1  8 


DOTT 


Ddtt  Paid. 


Sum  tisM 
ialMO. 


l^aSSoe 


Ht  BO.InBond.— c.  Cwt.~B.P.  British  BDBa6i8ion8.~F.Forci|ni*— p.p.  Duty  paid. 
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METEOROLOOICAL  JOUItNAL. 


REMARKABLB  EFFECTS  OF 

RHEUMATISM. 

Db.  Washington  mentioned  An  instance 
of  the  remarkable  effects  of  rheomatism 
which  he  had  witnessed  in  a  young  man 
19  years  of  age,  brother  of  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Deaf  and  Domb  Asylum. 
He  has  been  suffering  from  it  ten  years, 
and  lost  a  brother  who  had  it  the  same 
length  of  time.  His  knees  are  dislocated, 
so  that  the  condyles  of  the  femur  are 
anterior  to  the  head  of  the  tibia ;  the  bones 
pf  the  spine  are  anchyloeed;  the  chin  is 
fixed  within  two  fingers'  breadth  of  the 
top  of  the  sternum,  so  that  he  cannot  move 
his  head  without moring  the  whole  body; 
the  union  of  the  bony  snr&ces  is  appa- 
rently perfect.  Tlie  sight  of  the  right 
eye  has  been  destroyed  by  iritis ;  and  the 
pupil  of  the  other  eye  is  so  contracted 
by  the  same  disease,  as  to  prevent  lus 
reading.  Tliere  is  great  emaciation  of  the 
whole  system,  and  particularly  of  the  limbs, 
so  that  his  thigh  is  not  larger  than  the 
wrist  of  an  ordinary  sized  man.  There  is 
now  actlTe  disease  in  both  wrists,  which 
are  tender,  and  haye  a  doughy  feel. 
His  digestive  organs  are  in  good  order, 
his  tongue  sligh&y  furred.  He  is  of  a 
cheerful  disposition,  and  continued  to 
read  as  long  as  the  state  of  his  eyes 
permitted.  Dr.  W.  never  saw  anything 
approaching  such  a  degree  of  deformity. — 
JVsv  York  Journal  qf  Medicine  and  8ur» 
pery. 

* _       -   ..        I       I  _ — ^-, 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

A  few  Hints  addressed  to  Medical  Stu- 
dents about  to  visit  the  Psrisian  Hoepitals, 
By  a  Physician. 

The lV>uchstDne  of  Medical  Reform:  in 
three  letters.  By  Joseph  Henry  Green. 
F.R.S.  &c. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Dis- 
ease, founded  on  Six  Lectures  on  that  siib- 
ject.    Bt  F.  C.  Skey,  F.R.8. 

Mr.  Lee  on  English  Mineral  Springs, 
Bathing,  &e. 

APOTHECARIES  HALL. 

Liar  or  okmtlbicen  who  hayb  asoBivBD 

CBETXFICATBS. 

Thwredoff,  ApHl  22,  1841. 

George  Buckley  CYowther,  London.  ~  John 
Starilnr  Day.--Johii  Gre)(ury  FOrbes,  London.— 


wora.— Frederick  John  Butler,  Winchestsr.— 
Thomas  Bayntoa,  RadatocK.— nmnds  BockeD, 
Chichester .— James  Raney  Leach  AUott^Bamaley. 
John  Bock,  Bumham  MarkeL -"William  Macor 
Bcnie,  Gomwa]L--John  Phflip  Traikk  Hele, 
AahburtOB.— Jamas  Fontar,  LDodon.— John 
Randall,  Toxibrd.— R6bert  Smith  Davison,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne.—Edward  Dunn,  Durham. 


ROTAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OV  OkNTLBMBK  ADMITTBt)  XBMBBEB. 

Fridaff,  April  23,  1841. 

William  Stevens  Butler.— Edward  Barley.-* 
Frederic  Henry  Secntan.— Henry  Ellis.— Thomas 
Austin  Robinson.— William  Augustus  Hillman. 
—George  Bird.— John  Royston.— Maxwell  Jen- 
nyns.  — Geoige  Thomas  Gauntlett.  —  William 
Batley. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  firom  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week|  ending 
Saturday,  the  17th  April»  1841. 

Small  FOX 18 

Measles  ' a 

Scarlatina  s 

Hooping  Cough  ii 

Croup t 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhoea 8 

Dysentery  s 

Cholera 0 

Influenxa 9 

Typhus    21 

Erysipelas s 

Syphilis  9 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  16S 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 394 

Diseases  of.  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  U 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Uver,  and  other 

Oigansof  Digestion  « 46 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc. A 

Childbed 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy  o 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 9 

Rheumatism 6 

Diseases  of  Joints,  fee I 

Ulcer    -8 

Fistuhi   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 113 

Old  Ageor  Natural  Decay 57 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     18 

.  Causes  not  specified s 

Deaths  fh>m  all  Causes 848 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

April, 
Wednesday  31 
Thursday  .  99 
Friday ...  33 
Saturday  .  34 
Sunday  .  .  35 
Monday  .  .  38 
Tuesday    .  37 

Wind,  N.B.  on  the  9tst  and  two  following 
days;  since  S.W. 

On  the  21st,  clear.  The  99d.  generally  doodf. 
The  93d,  evening  clear,  othemase  overcast :  rain- 
ing very  flut  from  half*past  four  a.m.  till  three 
P.M.  The  34th,  cveninr  overcast,  with  raini 
otherwise  clear.  The  35th,  generally  doady. 
The  86th,  afternoon  dear,  oltbermse  doudy; 
nan  fell  in  the  morning.    The  37th,  dear. 

The  sudden  change  In  the  temperature  on  the 
evening  of  the  96th  and  following  day,  is  worthy 
of  parttcnlar  notice. 

Rain  foUen,  -55  of  an  nieh. 

Wilson  ft  Ooilvt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 


THBBMOMITKa. 

BAaOMSTBB. 

Amn  14  to  54 

39-79  to  99-85 

86      51 

99*89       99-74 

89      46 

99*44        39*58 

90      53 

99*64       99*53 

48      56 

39*60       39*78 

51      65 

39*91        90*06 

50      73 

80-M       80H)9 

THE 
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BBINO  A 

iUtliinne  anil  tl)t  Collateral  ^titntta. 


FRIDAY,  MAY  7,  1841. 


LEdTURBS  ^A^l  t  the  less  severe'  cases,  those  in  which 

Qjy  ^^g  the  paroxysms  are  less  violent  and  less  fre- 

^  quent,  and  which  run  on  for  sereral  days, 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE  OF  sometimes  terminate  in  health  c  whether  in 

PHYSIC,  consequence  of  the  measures  employed,  or 

_  ..        ,       ^     ,    ^  „        »      ,  whether  in  spite  of  them,  it  is  not  easy  to 

iMltvered  at  King  s  College,  London,  g^y.     The  .idiopathic  oases,    as    they  are 

«    n»   'WK'Tunv  called,  those  which  appear  to  be  produced 

u Y  i^R,  w  ATsoN.  ^^  cxpoBure  to  cold  and  wet,  are  usually  the 

least  severe,  and  the  more  hopeful*    The 

LECTirnE  XXXIII.  remedies  that  have  been  tried,   and  which 

3Ve«*m«it  <jf  Tetanu,.  continued.    Winei  ^'^  "tl^*?^    ^,.^  '"?^'   T 

meremy!pnrffalwet.-  diffilattt.-  loiaeco,  "'l'"?' '  "*^t"^ '  the  warn  bath,  the 

mutt,  pri^iacid;  Mladonna,  car6o.  'f^,^^'     ]j^^^  y»»  that,  under  each 

naie  qfiron.-  MtfftnrpenHnt;  ilfyeh-  °^  tiieMremedie.,  a  great  number  of  »a- 

iUa  ;  surgical  expidUHU:  general  «/«..  f™**  "»'«»'.  "^  ^T?  «xf^ !  >«>«l.t»>«t 

y»gropkobia.  *''«  "«°»f "«  had  been  almost  aduairely 

'      ^  among  those  patients  m  whom  the  disease 

In  the  last  lecture  we  considered  the  83nnp-  appeared  originally  in  its  milder  form.     So 

toms,  the  nature,  the  causes,  and  to  a  cer.  that  whether  the  complaint   was  actually 

tain  extent  the  treatment,  of  that  terrible  cured  in  any  of  these  cases,  whether,  t.  «. 

malady,  tetanus.     There  is  good  reason  for  any  single  patient  recovered,  or  recovered 

believing  that  it  is  essentially  a  disorder  of  sooner,  from  using  any  of  these  remedies, 

the    excito-motory    apparatus ;   that    it   is  who  would  have  died,  or  in  whom  the  dis- 

caused  by  irritation  of  a  peculiar  kind,  af-  ease  would  have  been  protracted,  if  he  had 

fecting  that  part  of  the  nervous  system,  and  not  used  them,  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty, 

producing    tonic  spasm  of  the    voluntary  The  celebrated  American  physician.  Dr. 

muscles ;  that  the  irritating  cause  may  be  Rush,  regarding  the  disease  as  essentially  a 

centric,  situated  within  the  spinal  canal,  and  disease  of  debility,  and  looking  probably  at 

applied  directly  to  the  cord ;  or  eccentric,  its  common  tendency  to  death  by  asthenia, 

situated  out  of  the  spinal  canal,  applied  to  wrote  a  paper  to  recommend  the  employment 

some  part  of  one  or  more  of  its  afferent  of  bark,  and  wine,  and  spirits,  in  f^  doses, 

nerves  directly,  and  thus  influencing  indi*  It  is  curious  enough,  but  quite  in  agreement 

rectiy  the  cord  itself,  and  through  it  the  re-  with  what  has  been  already  stated  of  opium, 

flex  motor  nerves ;  and  that  a  certain  ill-  that  how  much  wine  soever  may  be  swal- 

understood  state  of  the  system  is  necessary,  lowed  by  the  patient,  nothing  like  intoxica- 

a  certain  aptitude  to  take  on  the  disease,  be-  tioa  is  produced  by  it.     The  system  resists 

fore  the  exciting  cause  can  be  efficient ;  and  the  ordinary  influence  of  the  alcohol.     In  one 

that  one  circumstance  which  has  been  ascer-  instance  rdUUed  by  Dr.  Currie,  the  disease 

tained  to  tend  to  the  production  of  such  an  lasted  six  weeks,  and  in  that  space  of  time 

aptitude,  is  a  long-continued  high  tempera-  the  patient  drank  110  bottles  of  port  wine, 

ture  of  the  atmosphere.  The  same  author  mentions   a  remarkable 

I  mentioned  several  remedies  and  plans  of  case,  in  which  a  horse,  which  was  attacked 

treatment  which  have  been  fairly  tried,  and  by  tetanus,  and  happened  to  be  a  great  fa- 

mostly  tried  in  vain,  for  the  removal  of  this  vourite  with  its  master,  was  treated  with 
disease.     The  severe  cases,  and  especially  .  wine,  and  got  well,   after  swallowing  more 

the  severe  traumatic  cases,  almost  all  prove  port  wine  than  he  was  worth.     Whenever 

701.— xxviii.  R 
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this  plan  has  appeared  to  do  good,  it  has  80  of  calomel,  an  ounce  and  four  scmples  of 

been  in  the  more  chronic  variety  of  the  com-  jalap,  and  2\  pints  of  what  we  call  black 

plaint.  dottf  the  infusion  and  tincture  of  senna: 

Mercury,  you  may  be  sure,  has  not  been  and  all    this  without    either    sickness    or 

left  nntri^.     It  is  said  that  the  system  is  griping  ;    but    on    the    contrary   with   the 

slow  in  submitting  to  its  influence,  in  this  most  decided  benefit.    In  the  first  week  of  his 

malady.    Thespecificeffectof  mercury  upon  disease,  the  patient  swallowed — of  calomel, 

the  gums  is  not,  however,  so  strongly  re-  280   grains ;    scammony,    260 ;    gamboge, 

sisted  as  that  of  wine  or  opium  upon  the  110;  jalap,   3  ounces  and   10  grains;  in- 

nerves.    Nor  can  we  be  surprised  at  this,  fusion  of  senna,  51-  pints.     And  altogether 

when  we  consider  that  in  tetanus  the  func-  in  the  first  25  days — of  calomel,  320  grains ; 

tions  of  organic  life,  are,  comparatively,  but  scammony,   340;  gamboge,   126;  jidap,   5 

little  involved.     It  is  dear  that  there  is  not  ounces  and  7i  drachms ;  infusion  of  senna, 

time  for  any  effectual  exhibition  of  mercury  lOf  pints  ;   besides  an  ounce  and  a  half  and 

in  those  severe  cases  that  are  early  fatal.    In  35  grains  of  the  oolocynth  pill.     I  mention 

its  more  chronic  form  the  disorder  has  been  all  Qiis  to  shew  what  the  system  will  bear, 

known  to  yield  upon  the  mouth  becoming  under  the  bondage  of  the  disease ;  not  as 

affected.     This  happened,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  encouragement  to  you  to  prescribe  such 

in  Mr.  Mayo's  patient,  mentioned  in  the  doses. 

last  lecture.  Tetanus  has  sometimes,  how*  It,  is  certainly  proper  and  necessary  to 
ever,  commenced  while  the  patient  was  in  a  clear  out  the  bowels,  and  to  endeavour  to 
state  of  salivation.  Dr.  Wells  has  recorded  correct  unhealthy  secretions ;  yet  numerous 
three  instances  of  that  kind.  The  expe-  evacuations,  the  act  of  going  to  stool  often 
rience  of  the  military  surgeons  who  were  in  repeated,  should  be  avoided.  Under  such 
Spain  is,  upon  the  whole,  against  the  re-  obstinacy  of  the  bowels,  the  croton  oil 
puted  efficacy  of  mercury.  We  must  take  would  perhaps  be  the  most  eligible  pur- 
care  not  to  conclude  too  hastily  that  because  gative. 

a  patient  uses  a  certain  remedy  and  recovers,  Fbxglote  and  tobacco  are  two  medicines, 
he  recovers  through  the  operation  of  that  re-  or  rather  poisons,  which  have  been  used; 
medy :  any  more  than  we  should  conclude,  both,  probably,  upon  the  same  principle, 
if  he  recovered  during  a  general  election.  Their  effects,  when  full  doses  have  been 
that  the  election  had  cured  him.  Yet  this  given,  are  much  aUke  :  sickness,  faintness, 
absurd  and  unsafe  mode  of  reasoning  is  for  feebleness  and  fluttering  of  the  pulse,  cold- 
ever  employed  io  respect  to  disease,  -by  the  ness  of  the  suiface,  with  that  slack  and  pas- 
public  ;  and  too  often,  I  fear,  by  ourselves,  sive  state  of  the  muscles  which  belongs  to 

Purgatives  have  been  much  given  in  teta-  syncope.     But  if  we  consider  that  the  xn- 

nus ;  and  often  with  manifest  advantage  :  I  fluence  of  these  substances  upon  the  invo- 

mean  in  the  less  severe  cases.     But  very  luntary  muscles,  especially  upon  the  heart, 

large  doses  are  commonly  required  to  pro-  is  more  certain  and  decided  than  upon  the 

duoe  evacuations  from  the  boweb.   Whether  muscles  of  voluntary  motion,  which  are  the 

the  torpor  of  the  intestines  be  always  the  muscles  involved  in  the  tetanic  spasm,  and 

effect  of  the  disease,  or  whether  it  may  not  if  we  take  also  into  account  the  strong  dis- 

sometimes  be,  in  part  at  least,  the  conse-  position  observable  in  tetanus  towards  death 

.quenoe  of  the  opium  tSat  is   given,  I  am  by  asthenia,  we  shall  scarcely  be  prepared  to 

not  sure.     When  they  do  act,  very  un-  expect  any  good,  but  the  contrary,  fh>m  di- 

natoral  motions  are  frequently  produced :  gitalis,  or  tobacco :  especially  in  the  later 

Mr.  Abemethy  tells  us  of  a  hospital  patient  periods,  when,   so  far  from  obviating  the 

of  his    who  recovered   under  the  nae  of  tendency  to  death,  they  would  seem  to  oo- 

purgatiTes :  they  were  long  before  they  had  operate  with  the  disease  in  extinguishing 

any  effect,  and  when  they  did  at  last  operate,  life.     However,  if  the  result  of  experience 

such  foetid  stuff  came  from  him  that  no  were  clearly  in  their  favour,  we  should  not 

one  who  could  crawl  out  of  the  ward  would  be  warranted,  by  mere  theoretical  views,  in 

remain  in  it.    He  says  also  that  the  nurses,  withholding  these  drugs.     The  army  sur- 

in  other  cases,  have  reported  the  stools  to  geons,  some  of  them,  have  fancied  digitalis 

be  more  like  sloughs  than  fsces.     Enor-  useful.      Sir  James  M'Grigor  mentions  a 

mous  quantities  of  drastic  purgatives  have  case  in  which  it  caused  a  x^axation  of  the 

been  given.     You  may  read  an  instance  spasms ;  but  the  man  died  afterwards,  appa- 

of  this  in  the  second  volume  of  the  MedicO'  rently  from  the  effects  of  the  remedy.     And 

Ckirurffieal    Tramactiont,    It    is    related  this  is  just  what  I  find  with  d^italis.   When 

by  Mr.   Harkness.     There  is  a  still  more  given  in  large  doses  (and  small  ones  here 

extraordinary  case  detailed  by  Dr.  Briggs,  must  be  useless)  it  becomes  unmanageable, 

in    the   fifth  volume    of    the    Edinburgh  Certainly  we  have  no  such  accounts  of  its 

Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,     In  little  salutary  power  as  would  induce  me  to  give 

more  than  48  hours,  the  patient  in  that  case  it  with  much  expectation  of  success,  or  to 

took  210  grains  of  icainmony ,  89  of  gamboge,  give  it  at  all. 
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The  tobacco  is  not  given  by  the  mouth,  iron  must  be  given  for  a  few  days :  nay  he 

but  thrown  up  into  the  rectum  :  either  the  holds  that  months  sometimes  elapse  before 

smoke  of  its  burning  leaves,  or  (what  is  pro-  it  has  any  effect.     So  that  if  it  really  be 

foably  as  efficacious »    and   I   should   think  useful  in  tetanus,  we  cannot  expect  much 

more  uniform  and  less  unsafe)  an  infusion  of  good  from  it  in  the  more  acute  cases  :  and 

them  in  water.     Mr.  Curling,  after  analys-  tiiese  are  the  cases  for  which  we  want  a 

ing  a  large  number  of   cases  of  tetanus,  remedy. 

thinks  tobacco  the  best  remedy  we  at  pre-  Oil  of  turpentine  is  one  of  the  many  sub- 
sent  possess.  Mr.  Travers  is  of  the  same  stances  that  have  been  praised  as  useful  in 
opinion.  However,  I  should  recommend  tetanus.  Now  bearing  in  mind  its  power 
^reat  caution  in  the  use  of  this  ticklish  re-  (which  I  shall  hereafter  describe,  but  which 
raedy.  You  ought  to  know  that,  when  in-  you  must  at  present  take  for  granted)  as  a 
jected  in  other  emergencies,  in  strangulated  worm-killer,  and  also  the  frequency  with 
hernia,  for  example,  mortal  syncope  has  which  worms  are  met  with  in  the  stomach 
followed  such  enemata.  and  bowels  after  death  by  tetanus,  this  is 
Miuk,  in  large  doses,  has  been  strongly  one  of  the  drugs  which  I  should  employ  as  a 
recommended  by  a  Frenchman,  Foumier-  purgative^  taking  my  chance  of  whatever 
Peacay,  who  has  written  on  this  disease,  good  might  possibly  arise  from  its  specific 
He  gave  ten  or  twenty  grains,  at  intervals ;  or  anthelmintic  qualities.  It  may  be  given 
so  that  a  drachm,  or  even  two  drachms,  in  such  cases  either  by  the  mouth,  or  in  an 
were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  and  he  enema,  or  at  both  ends  together :  but  it 
declares  that  he  found  it  more  efficacious  must  be  given  in  large  doses,  not  less  than 
than  any  thing  else  that  he  had  tried.  an  ounce  at  a  time ;  and  it  may  be  mixed 
Prussic  acid  and  belladonna  are  said  by  with  an  equal  quantity  of  castor  oil.  The 
Dr.  Elliotson  to  have  been  freely  employed,  one  oil  dissolves  or  becomesincorporated  in 
and  to  have  failed :    whether  in  his  own  the  other. 

hands,  or  in  those  of  others,  I  do  not  know.  Strychnia  has  been  suggested  as  a  re- 
There  is  another  remedy  which  the  same  medy  for  severe  tetanus ;  not  in  infinitesimal 
physician  has  employed ;  and  employed  not  doses,  as  Hahnemann  would,  I  suppose,  pre- 
without  success  :  the  carbonate  df  iron,  scribe  it,  but  in  sufficient  quantity  to  pro- 
Reflecting,  he  tells  us,  upon  the  good  effect  of  duce  a  sensible  effect.  The  principle  upon 
this  medicine  in  another  complaint  which  which  this  has  been  recommended  is  the  same 
has  some  points  of  analogy  with  tetanus,  with  that  on  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  oint- 
viz.  chorea,  of  which  I  shall  soon  speak,  and  ment  is  applied  to  the  inflamed  conjunctiva 
considering  -  how  miserably  narcotics  had  in  purulent  ophthalmia.  We  know  that 
failed,  he  determined  to  give  the  carbonate  strychnia  acts  upon  the  spinal  cord,  affecting 
of  iron  a  fair  trial,  upon  the  first  opportunity,  apparently  those  parts  and  those  functions 
He  has  published  some  account  of  its  effects,  of  the  cord  which  are  affected  in  teta- 
in  tetanus,  in  the  Medico -Chirurgical  Trans-  nus  :  and  in  so  fatal  a  malady,  it  would 
actions.  In  the  first  case  in  which  he  used  it,  be  justifiable,  I  conceive,  to  give  the  strych- 
the  tetanus  supervened  upon  a  compound  nia,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  occasion  a 
dislocation  of  the  great  toe.  The  method  in  morbid  action  which  would  supersede  the 
which  the  remedy  was  administered  was  this :  morbid  action  of  the  disease,  and  yet  be  less 
the  carbonate  was  made  into  an  electuary  by  perilous  and  more  fhanageable  than  it.  But 
mixing  it  with  twice  its  weight  of  treacle.  The  it  would  be  right  to  try  such  a  remedy  as 
electuary  thus  made  was  well  mixed  with  beef-  this,  in  the  first  instance,  in  eorpore  vili ; 
tea  just  as  the  patient  was  about  to  drink  it.  upon  one  of  the  lower  animals.  This, 
He  took  this  every  two  hours,  as  much  as  he  were  it  successful,  would  be  a  cure,  accord- 
could  swallow  :  and  he  got  well.  The  next  ing  to  the  Hahnemannic  doctrine  —  similia 
case  is  described  as  being  a  verv  severe  one;  similibus  curantur — a  doctrine  much  older, 
it  resulted  from  a  contusion  of  the  thumb,  however,  than  Hahnemann.  But  the  oppo- 
Dr.  Elliotson  says  that  he  never  saw  a  case,  site  maxim,  contraria  contrariis,  has  been 
which  did  well,  that  was  more  severe.  This  suggested.  Mr.  Morgan  proposes  to  give 
patient  also  took  the  carbonate  of  iron,  as  such  poisons  as  are  known  to  cause  paralysis, 
much  as  could  be  got  down ;  and  that  was  with  the  view  of  countervailing  the  undue 
about  two  pounds  a  day.  He  had  injections  action  of  the  muscles  in  tetanus.  He  pro- 
twice  daily,  to  keep  tlie  bowels  unloaded  :  duces  artificial  tetanus  by  inserting  a  poison 
and  the  iron  is  described  as  having  come  brought  from  Java,  called  "  chatic,"  into  a 
away  in  large  red  lumps,  in  shape  like  horse-  wound,  and  then  relieves  the  tetanic  symp- 
dung.  This  man  recovered.  In  a  third  toms  by  a  North  American  poison,  the 
case,  where  a  chilblain  above  the  heel  was  ticunas.  Professor  Sewell,  of  the  Vete- 
the  exciting  cause,  the  boy  died  within  24  rinary  College,  has  tried  this  principle  in  one 
hours  of  the  time  when  the  remedy  was  first  case  at  least,  where  the  tetanus  was  the  re- 
prescribed.  To  produce  its  effects  upon  the  suit,  not  of  any  poison,  but  of  disease.  Not 
system  (Dr.  Elliotson  observes,  very  truly)  having  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  the 
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particulars  of  thia   case  from  Mr.   Sewell  the  principal  nerve  proceeding  to,  or  rather 
himself,  I  give  you  Mr.  Mayors  account  of  from,  the  seat  of  the  injury.  This,  supposing 
it.     "A  horse,  suffering  from  a  severe  at-  the  nerve  to  he  known,  and  accessible,  is 
tack  of  tetanus  and  locked-jaw,  the  mouth  less  formidable,  less  severe,  less  hazardoos, 
being  too  firmly  closed  to  admit  the  intro-  less  maiming,  and,  if  we  may  judge  finom 
duction  of  either  food  or  medicine,  was  in-  past  experience,  more  effectual  too,   than 
oculated  on  the  fleshy  part  of  the  shoulder  amputation  of  the  part.     Dr.  Murray  has 
with  an  arrow  point  coated  vrith  the  wourali  recorded  (in  the  11th  volume  of  the  Mxdicai. 
poison.     In  ten  minutes  apparent  death  was  Gazbttb)  a  very  interesting  case  in  which 
produced.     Artificial  respiration  was  imme-  the  operation  was  followed  by  most  decided 
diately  commenced,  and  kept  up  about  four  and  instant  relief.     The  patient  was  a  young 
hours,  when  reanimation  took  place.    The  midshipman,  who  having  trodden  on  a  rusty 
animal  rose  up,  apparently  perfectly  reco-  nail,  which  pierced  the  sole  of  the  left  foot, 
vered,  and  eagerly  partook  of  com  and  hay.  had  kept  watch  the  same  night  upon  deck. 
He  was  unluckily  too  abundantly  supplied  the  weather  being  very  cold.    Tlie  disease 
with  food  during  the  night.     Tlie  conse-  began  the  next  day,    and  the  symptoms 
quence  was  over-distension  of  the  stomach,  ran  high.      It  was  a  case,    therefore,   of 
of  which  the  animal  died  the  following  day,  severe  or  acute  tetanus.     Without  loss  of 
without,  however,  having  the  slightest  re-  time  the  posterior  tibial  nerve  was  divided, 
currence  of  tetanic  symptoms."     I  had  fm-  The  limb  was  previously  cold,  and  as  the 
ded  that  the  death  had  resulted  from  some  patient  said,  dead,  and  he  had  little  power 
injurious  effect  upon  the  lungs,  produced  by  of  moving  it.       He  could  not   articnlate 
the  artificial  breathing.     But  I   have  little  distinctly,  on  account  of  the   closed  state 
doubt  that  Mr.  Mayo  derived  his  statement  of  his  jaws.      Hie  nerve  was  cut  through 
from  Mr.  Sewell  him»elf.    The  experiment  by  one  stroke  of  the  scalpel ;  and  "  imme- 
deserves  to  be  carefully  repeated.  diately  (says  Dr.  Murray)  he  opened  hie 
I  have  but  little  to  say  concerning  what  mouth  with  an  exclamation ;  and  on  looking 
may  be  called  the  surgical  treatment  of  trau-  at  his  countenance  I  was  astonished  at  the 
matic  tetanus.     It  was  a  natural  thing,  the  striking  improvement  in  it.     I  asked  him 
source  of  the  irritation  being  supposed  to  be  how  he  felt,  and  he  said  he  was  already  much 
the  wound,  to  expect  relief  from  amputation  better,  and  that  his  leg  had  come  to  life 
of  the  limb..   But  that  will  not  arrest  the  again."     Some  stiffness  of  the  jaws  and  neck 
morbid  action  after  it  has  once  been  fiurly  remained  for  a  day  or  two ;  but  he  noon 
established.      Dr.    EUiotson    says  he    has  recovered.     Dr.  Murray  refers  to  another 
searched  scores  of  books,   and  found  only  case  mentioned  by  Baron  Larrey,  in  whidi 
one  case  in  which  the  limb  and  the  disease  division  of  the  nerve  had  a  similar  result, 
were    lopped    away   together.      However,        Probably,  to  be  successful,  the  operation 
Mr.    Blizard    Curling,    in    his  Es9ay   on  must  be  eor/y;  before  the  morbid  condition 
Tetaniu,  refers  to  seven  instances  of  reco-  peculiar  to  the  disorder  has  had  time  to  root 
very,  after  the  injured  part  had  been  am-  itself  in  the  nervous  system, 
putated.     Yet  he  states  that  *'  it  is  almost        Although,  in  the  present  stateof  our  know- 
impossible  to  ascertain  with  certainty  how  far  ledge,  there  is  no  one  remedy  or  plan  on 
the  amputation,  in  these  cases,  was  of  ser-  which  we  can  rely  for  the  cure  of  this  fearful 
vice."     I  believe  I  cannot  offer  you  better  malady,  we  may  with  much  confidence  lay 
advice  on  this  subject  than  may  be  gathered  down  certain  general  rules,  the  observance 
from  the  concluding  remarks  of  a  very  dis-  of  which  will  secure  to  the  patient  the  best 
tinguiahed  and  philosophical  suigeon,  in  his  chance  of  a  favourable  result, 
lectures  on  the  disease.     I  allude  to  the  late        Since  any  the  smallest  movement,  or  im- 
Mr.  Abemethy,  whose  pupil  I  had  the  good  pression  made  upon  the  surface,  or  upon  the 
fortune  to  be.     He  said,  '*The  state  of  the  senses,  will  bring  on  the  severer  degrees  of 
part  injured  is  not  the  sole  cause  of  tetanus.  Fpasm,  it  is  of  primary  importance  to  pro- 
Ina'"" 


toms  were  mitigated  after  such  amputations,  if  blood-letting  should  be  thought  advisable, 

In  such  cases  then,  I  would  not  amputate  any  it  should  be  done  early,  sufficiently,  and  once 

considerable  member ;  nor  even  a  small  one,  for  all.    Here  should  be  no  repetition  of 

unless  I  thought  that,  from  the  injury  sua-  venesection  or  of  cupping,  or  of  leedies,  un- 

Uined,  it  would  prove  useless  to  its  posses-  less  the  circumstances  and  progress  of  the 

sor,  even  though  the  case  should  terminate  case  plainly  demand  them.    The  same  re- 

favourably."  mark  appUes  to  the  frequent  use  of  pwrgi- 

The  tourniquet  has  been  applied  to  the  tives.     llie  bowels  should  be  well  cleared  in 

hurt  limb ;  but  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  with  Uie  outset,  and  then  let  alone.    The  patient 

any  good  effect.     The  most  promising  expe-  should  lie  in  a  darkened  room ;  from  which 

dient  which  surgery  offers  is  the  division  of  noise  also  should,  as  far  aa  may  be  possible, 
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ezcladed.    He  ihoald  not  be  snrromided  by  a  systenii  And  as  being  essentially  a  tpoimodie 

moltitade  of   friends  or  attendants.      He  disease  also. 

should  be  enjoined  to  speak,  to  moTe,  to  What  are  the  symptoms,  stated  in  broad 

swallow,  80  s^dom  as  he  can.     In  the  severe  outline  ?     These.    Excessive  nerrons  irrita- 

traomatic  cases,  the  nerre  (in  my  judgment)  bility  and  apprehension  ;   spasmodic  con- 

shouid   be  promptly  divided.     And  in  aU  tractions  of   the    muscles   of   the    fauces, 

cases,  there  being  no  special  indications  to  excited  by  various  external  influences,  and 

the  contrary,  I  should  be  more  inclined  to  especially  by  the  sight  or  sound  of  liquids, 

administer  wine  and  support,  in  large  doses,  and  by  attempts    to  swallow  them  ;    and 

than  any  particular  drug.     If  the  tendency  extreme  difficulty,  amounting  sometimes  to 

to  mortal  asthenia  can  be  staved  off,  the  dis-  impossibility,  of  drinking, 

turbance    of  the   excito-motory  apparatus  This  is  one  of  the  diseases  which  are  pro« 

may,  perchance,  subside  or  pass  away.  duced  by  animal  poisons  ;   and  its  course 

There  is  a  form  of  this  complaint  called  will  be    most   conveniently    traced  if  we 

tritmug  nasceniium.     As  the  name  implies,  include  in  our  description  of  it  the  very  first 

it  occurs  in  newly-born  children.     It  is  very  step  towards  the  complaint — the  application 

frequent,  and  very  fatal,  in  the  West  Indies  ;  of  the  specific  poison  to  the  body.     A  man 

coming  on  usually  in  the  second  week  after  is  bitten  by  a  dog.     After  a  time  the  symp- 

birth.       Hence  it  has  been  called,    "the  toms  proper  to  hydrophobia  come  on.    After 

ninth-day  disease."     Another  of  its  names  another  interval  the  man  is  dead.      Before 

in  the  British  settlements  there,  is  the* 'jaw-  we  advert  to  the  many    very    interesting 

fidl;"    from  the  circumstance  that  shortly  points  of  enquiry  whidi  arise  out  of  the 

before  death  the  lower  jaw,  which  had  pre-  contemplation  of  this  malady,  let  us  follow 

tiously  been  firmly  pressed  against  the  upper,  the  tragedy  from  its  commencement  to  its 

drops  on  the  breast.     It  has  been  said  that  closing  scene. 

a  fourth  of  the  infiuit  negroes  in  Jamaica  A  person  is  bitten,  then,  by  a  mad  dog. 

used  to  die  of  this  disorder.     Some  persons  *  Does  the  existence  of  rabies  in  the  animal 

refer  it  to  the  irritation  produced  by  the  modify  in  any  way  the  injury  thus  inflicted  ? 

retention  of  the  meconium  in  the  intestines ;  No ;  the  wound  that  is  made  behaves  just 

others   to  irritation  from  the  wound  made  the  same,  to  all  appearance,  as  it  would  have 

by  dividing  the  navel-string.      A  dose    of  behaved  if  the  dog  had  not  been  rabid ;  and 

purgative  medicine  appears  to  be  the  most  it  gradually  heal;.    After  an  uncertain  inter- 

hopefiil  remedy.  val — which  lies, /or  the  moit  part,  h&tweeii 

Tetanic  symptoms  sometimes  occur  (but  six  weeks  and  eighteen  months,  and  which 

I  should  think  very  rarely)  in  ague.      Or  has  been  called  the  period  of  incubation — 

paroxysms    of   tetanus   return   at    regular  these  symptoms  begin    to   be    noticeable. 

intervals,  and  terminate  by  profuse  perspi-  The  patient  experiences  pain,  or  some  un- 

ration  ;   the  patient  being  well  during  the  easy  or  unnatural  sensation,  in  the  situation 

intermissioji.       When    such    phoenomena  of  the  bite.     If  it  has  healed  up,  the  cicatrix 

arise,  the  treatment  proper  in  severe  forms  tingles,  or  aches,  or  feeb  cold,  or  stiff,  or 

of  ague  must  be  adopted :  what  that  treat-  numb ;   sometimes  it  becomes  visibly  red, 

ment  is,  I  shall,  in  no  long  time,  be  able,  swelled,  or  livid ;  on  one  occasion  a  papiilar 

I  hope,  to  lay  before  you.  eruption  took  place  around  it ;    sometimes 

Again,  tetanus  is  occssionally  a  symptom  it  opens  afrerii,  and  discharges  a  peculiar 

in  hysteria  i  and  then  the  treatment  appli-  ichor.      The    pain  or  uneasiness    extends 

cable  to  hysteria  must  be  had  recourse  to ;  from  the  sore  or  scar  towards  the  central 

especially  enemata  of  oil  of  turpentine,  or  parts  of  the  body  :  i.  e,  if  the  bite  has  been 

the  same  medicine  given  by  the  mouth ;  and  inflicted  on  a  limb,  the  morbid  sensations 

the  cold  affusion.  extend  towards  the  trunk.     All  this  gives 

fearful  notice  of  what  is  about  to  happen. 

If  the  disease  of  which  I  have  been  speak-  This  period  is  called  the  period  of  recru- 

ing  be  dangerous,  and  very  often  fatal,  in  descence.     I  believe  it  seldom  fails  to  occur, 

spite  of  all  remedial  measures,  that  which  I  although  it  sometimes  is  not  noticed ;  the 

propose  to  bring  next  under  your  attention  attention  of  the  patient,  and  of  his  medical 

is  still  more  appalling ;  for  I  believe  that,  advisers,   being  absorbed  by   the    horrible 

hitherto,  it  has  been  uniformly  mortal.     I  sequel.      Very  soon  after  this   renewal  of 

know  not  that  any  one  has  ever  been  rescued  lo<»l  irritation — ^within  a  few  hours  perhaps, 

by  art,  or  saved  by  the  efforts  of  nature,,  but  certainly  within  a  very  few  days,  during 

from  Hydrophobia,  aft»r  that  frightful  dis-  which  the  patient  feels  uncomfortable  and 

ease  has  once  declared  itself  by  its  charac-  ill — the    specific    constitutional    symptoms 

teristic  symptoms.      The  nature  of  those  begin  :  he  is  hurried  and  irritable ;  speaks 

symptoms,  and  the  absence  of  all  constant  of  pain  and  stiffness,   perhaps,  about  his 

or  satisfactory  traces  of  organic  change  in  neck  and    throat ;    unexpectedly  he  finds 

the  dead  body,  sufficiently  mark  the  disease  himself  unable  to  swallow  fluids,  and  every 

as    belonging    essentially    to    the    nervous  attempt  to  do  so  brings  on  a  paroxysm  of 
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cboaking  and  sobbing,  of  a  very  distressful  I  first  saw  him  myself  soon  after  this, 

kind  to  behold ;  and  this  continties  for  two  He  was  then,   to  all  outward  appearance, 

or  three  days,  till  the  patient  dies  exhausted;  well;    lying  on  his  back,  without  spasm, 

in  the  way  of  asthenia.  without  anxiety ;    his  face  was  somewhat 

I  have  seen  only  two  examples  of  this  flushed.     He  said  he  had  a  little  headache, 

terrific  malady :    one  in  St.  Bartholomew's  but  no  pain  in  the  arm.     His  pulse  was 

Hospital,  in  the  year  1826 ;  one  much  more  132,  foil,  and  strong ;  his  tongue  moist,  and 

recently  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital.    As  they  slightly  furred.     He  appeared  to  be  a  very 

constitute  the  whole  of  my  personal  expe-  quiet  good-tempered  man ;  and  smiled  gene- 

rience  in  the  matter,  I  shall  relate  these  cases,  rally  when  he  was  spoken  to. 

The  first  occurred  in  a  coachman,   the  I  was  naturally  much  interested  by  this 

back  of  whose  right  hand  had  been  struck,  case,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  I  visited  the 

ten  weeks  previously,   by  the  teeth  of  a  patient  again.     He  was  composed  and  quiet, 

terrier  dog :  but,  as  both  the  patient  and  his  Gruel  was  mentioned,  and  then  he  sighed 

fellow    servants     declared,    there    was    no  two  or  three  times  deeply ;  then  sat  up,  and, 

wound  made,  no  blood  drawn,  no  breach  or  after  a  moment's  look  of  serious  terror,  took 

lifting  of  the  skin ;  but  merely  an  indenta-  half  a  spoonful  of  the  gruel  in  a  hurried 

tion,  shewing  where  the  animal's  teeth  had  gasping  manner ;  and  said  he  would  not  take 

pressed.     He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  on  more  at  a  time,  lest  the  tensation  should 

a  Tuesday.     On  the  preceding  Thursday  his  come  on.     He  was  desired  to  drink  the  last 

hand  had  become  painful,  and  swelled  a  portion  of  the  gruel  from  the  basin.     He 

little.     On  Friday  the  pain  extended  into  accordingly  seized  it  with  hurry,  carried  it  to 

the  arm,   and  became  more  severe.     His  his  mou^  with  an  air  of  determination,  and 

wife  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  then  a  violent  cboaking  spasm  of  the  mus- 

sponging  his  head  and  body  every  morning  cles  about  the  throat  ensued,   the  stemo- 

with  cold  water,  but  that,  on  this  morning,  cleido-mastoidei  starting  strongly  forwards, 

he  refrained  from  doing  so,  on  account  of  Most  of  the  gruel  was  spilled  over  his  chin ; 

some  feeling  of  spasm  about  the  throat,  and  he  observed  that  he  had  been  too  much 

His  own  remark  on  this  was,  that  *'  he  in  a  hurry,  or  he  should  have  managed  it. 

could  not  think  how  he  could  be  so  silly."  The   treatment   consifeted    in   toJl  doses 

On  Saturday  the  extent  and  the  severity  of  opium,  repeated  at  frequent  intervals, 

of  the  pain  had  still  farther  increased.     On  On  this  visit  to  him  I  noticed  that  while 

tlus  and  the  preceding  night  he  got  no  sleep,  attempting  to  take  some  of  the  gruel  with 

He  felt  ill  and  drowsy  on  the  Sunday,  but  a  spoon,  he  seemed  inclined  to  doze  as  he 

drove  the  carriage  to  Kensington  Gardens :  sat.     Otherwise  there  were  no  aigns  of  his 

he  was,  however,  obliged  to  hold  both  whip  being  overwhelmed,  or  even  sensibly  affected 

and  reins  in  his  left  hand.     The  pain  ex-  by  the  opium  ;  except  that  his  general  quiet- 

tended  to  the  shoulder.     He  was  then  bled,  ness  might  have  been  the  consequence  of  it. 

A  slop-basin  full  of  blood  was  taken,  with  He  was  quite  calm  and  rational,  except  when 

much  relief  to  the  pain ;  and  purgative  me-  attempting  to  take  fluids, 

dicine  was  given,  which  operated  well.  On  the  Wednesday,  at   noon,    he  was 

The  next  day  he  complained  of  **  feeling  nearly  in  the  same  state,  but  said  he  was 
very  HI  all  over,"  and  he  told  his  medical  better.  In  the  course  of  the  night  some 
attendant  that  he  could  not  take  his  draughts,  bits  of  ice  had  been  given  him :  with  consi- 
because  of  the  spasm  in  his  throat.  That  derable  effort  he  swdlowed  two  or  three  of 
gentleman  (Mr.  Macdonald),  concealing  his  these  ;  the  third  or  fourth  caused  so  much 
own  suspicions  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the  spasm,  however,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
disease,  said,  "  Oh,  you  don't  like  the  taste  throw  it  out  of  his  mouth :  but  so  great  was 
of  your  physic  !  drink  some  water."  But  he  his  resolution  that  he  seized  it  again,  and,  by 
declared  he  had  the  same  difficulty  with  a  strong  exertion,  succeeded  in  swallowing 
water.  The  next  day  he  came  to  the  hospital,  it.  He  complained  now  that  his  mouth 
When  there,  water  was  brought  and  placed  was  and  had  been  clammy ;  and  he  champed 
before  him  in  a  basin,  for  the  alleged  purpose  much,  and  spat  out  a  good  deal  of  tough 
of  allowing  him  to  wash  his  hands.  It  did  mucus.  At  his  own  request,  and  (as  he 
not  seem  to  disturb  him,  nor  to  excite  any  said)  that  he  might  injure  no  one,  a  straight- 
particular  attention.  Water  was  then  offered  waistcoat  was  brought,  which  he  assisted  in 
him  to  drink,  which  he  took,  and  carried  to  putting  on.  But  he  was  perfectly  calm  then, 
his  mouth,  but  drew  bis  head  from  it  with  a  I  now  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him 
convulsive  shudder.  After  this,  on  the  same  take  some  arrow-root.  He  sat  up  in  bed  to 
morning,  he  was  much  questioned  by  several  eat  it ;  and  before  attempting  to  do  so,  he 
persons  about  the  supposed  cause  of  his  ill-  made  hurried  inspirations,  and  sobbings  pre- 
ness;  and  water  was  again  brought  him,  cisely  resembling  those  which  occur  when 
which  agitated  him,  and  *he  became  exceed-  one  wades  gradually  into  cold  water.  Hu 
ingly  di;»treased  and  unquiet,  complaining  of  took  small  quantities  of  arrow-root  eight  or 
the  air  which  blew  upon  him.  nine  times,  with  hurry  and  difficulty,  and 
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^th  nghs  that  sacceeded  each  other  rapidly. .  in  the  Cyelopctdia  qf  Practical  MedieinCf 

He  said  that  he  felt  the  upper  part  of  bis  states  that  the  patients  "Id  variably  go  on  from 

throat  narrower  than  it  should  be.     He  oon-  bad  to  worse,  and  finally  die  before  the  sixth 

tinned  to  take  laudanum  mixed  with  sugar  day."     Now  if  we  reckon  that  stage  of  the 

and  bread  into  a  kind  of  pulp.  complaint  here  referred  to  by  Dr.  Barlow 

By  the  evening  of  that  day  the  disease  to  have  begun  on  the  morning  of  Friday, 

had  not  made  much  farther  progress.     He  when  he  was  obliged  to  omit  his  sponging 

again  sat  up  and  tried  to  tal&  some  thinnish  because  of  the  spasm  about  his  throat,  this 

gruel.     While  taking  the  basin  into  his  hand,  patient  did  not  die  till  the  middle  of  the 

he  drew  back  his  brad  to  a  distance  from  it,  seventh  day.     In  fact  it  was  a  very  pro- 

apparently  involuntarily.     He  took  one  half-  tracted  case ;  and  the  symptoms  were  less 

spoonful  with  effort   and    difficulty,    then  violent  than  usnal :  whether  this  was  owing 

■ighed  deeply  and  rapidly,  or  radier    his  to  the  opium  he  took  or  not,  it  would  be 

breathing  consisted  of  a  succession  of  sighs  difficult  to  determine, 
at  short  intervals :  he  gave  up  the  basin,  and         In  the  second  of  the  two  cases  which  it 

Bank  back  on  his  pillow  still  sighing.    In  the  has  been  my  lot  to  witness,  the  characteristic 

eonne  of  that  night  he  ceased  to  take  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  were  more  faintly 

landanum  ;  he  could  no  longer  attempt  it.  pronounced  than  is  usual. 
The  next  day  he  was  still  composed,  though        On  going  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  on 

more  easily  irritated ;  and  it  was  found  that  Thursday,  the  5th  of  October,  1837,  I  was 

he  had  lost  the  power  of  moving  the  left  arm.  told  that  a  patient  had  been  admitted  (under 

His  pulse  was  140,  and  much  weaker  than  one  of  my  colleagues)    labouring  probably 

before,  and  his  mental  powers  were  foiling,  under  hydrophobia.     He  had  applied  at  the 

He  gradually  sank,  and  died  in  the  evening,  hospital  in  the  middle  of  the  night ;  but  was 

having  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer  an  hour  then  sent  away,  after  receiving  some  aperient 

previously.     During  the  last  hours  of  life  pills,   with  assurances  that    he    was    only 

be  had  been  moaning,   and  tossing  fma  feverish  and  nervous.     On  his  reapplication 

aide  to  side :  his  bowels  were  purged ;  fluid  in  the  morning  he  had  been  admitted, 
stools  ran  from  him,   and  distroned  him        I  found  him  in  the  ward :  a  man  twenty - 

g^reatly.     His  lower  extremities  first  became  five  years  old,  of  dark  complexion  and  hair. 

cold,  and  the  coldness  extended  by  degrees  He  expressed  his  conviction  that  he  was 

vp   to  his  chest.     He  hawked  up  in  the  afflicted  with  hydrophobia ;  and  said  he  waa 

eourse  of  the  day  a  considerable  quantity  of  prepared  for  his  fate.    I  observed  that  every 

ropy  mucus,  and  much  frothy  saliva  came  now  and  then  he  suddenly  sighed  in  a  very 

from  his  mouth  towards  the  close.     As  his  peculiar  manner ;    just  as  I  had  seen  the 

wife  was  wiping  this  away,  whether  by  con-  former  patient  sigh.      This  would  happen 

▼ulsive  accident  or  otherwise,  his  teeth  came  sometimes  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  while 

in  contact  with  her  finger,  and  drew  blood,  he  was  speaking.     He  told  us  he  had  been 

Tlie  part  was  cut  out ;    and  no  bad  conse-  bitten  by  a  dog  in  the  latter  end  of.  July ; 

quence  followed  that  I  know  of.  the  dog  was  swimming,  and  like  to  drown, 

The  examination  of  the  body  threw  no  in  a  ci^,  and  upon  his  reaching  over  to  lift 

satisfactory  light  upon  the  essential  nature  him  out  of  the  water,  the  animal  seized  upon 

of   the  disease.      Blood  and  serous    fluid  his  hand.     After  dragging  the  dog  out,  he 

escaped  on  the  removal  of  the  ealvarium.  beat  him  for  his  ingratitude ;   and  then  the 

The  vessels  of  the  membranes  were  full,  and  dog  ran  off,  and  was  pursued  by  a  mob  of 

the  brain  itself  was  mottled  somewhat  by  its  boys,  who  had  previously  been  pelting  him 

vascularity.      There  were  a  few  spots  of  as  a  mad-dog.     lliere  was  a  scar  on  the 

ecchymosis  on  the  heart.     The  back  part  of  middle  finger  of  the  right  hand ;  the  naii  of 

the  tongue  was  very  vascular.    The  stomach  that  finger  had  (he  said)  been  torn  through, 

presented    the    most    notable    appearance,  and  each  of  the  two  adjacent  fingers  had 

There  was  a  quantity  of  brownish-coloured  been  more  slightly  bitten.    His  pulse  was  84  ; 

mucus  on  its  inner  surface,  and  the  raucous  but  varied  in  frequency  at  short  intervals, 
membrane  had  disappeared  from '  a  space         He  acknowledged  that  after  receiving  the 

about  four  inches  in  diameter  at  its  larger  bite  he  was  uneasy  as  to  its  possible  effects, 

extremity.    That  space  alone  was  diapha-  and  read  books  aboat  hydrophobia  at  the 

nous ;  its  edges  sloped  inwards ;  and  a  seg-  time :  but  he  affirmed  that  he  had  afterwards 

ment  of  this  thin  place  looked  exactly  like  a  ceased  entirely  to  think  about  it.     He  had 

piece  of  china :    on  a  white  ground,  there  persuaded  himself  that  the  dog  could  not  be 

were  inosculating  vessels,  some  of  them  blue,  mad,   from   its  being  in   the  water.      On 

and  some  of   them    of   a    coffee-coloured  Tuesday,  if  not  earlier,  he  had  been  uncom- 

brown.     I   conclude  that  this  appearance  fortable  and  restless ;  and  on  Wednesday  he 

was  produced  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  found  he  could  not  swallow  liquids.    On  ono 

juice  after  death.  of  these  days  he  experienced  a  slight  pricking 

Hub  was  in  some  respects  a  remarkable  sensation,  without  any  redness  or  tenderness, 

case.     It  was  remarkable  for  its  duration,  in  the  site  of  the  scar ;  his  right  arm  and  leg 

Dr.  Bardsley,  in  the  article  on  Hydrophobia  seemed  to  himself  hotter  than  the  '«««*^"^« 
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limbs ;    and  the  ann,   thongh  not  t4mder,  enough  now  he  was  confined  :  **  was  it  right 

felt  raw,   and  he  could  not  bear  the  light  for  young  gentlemen  of  education  to  stand 

contact  of  his  clothes  upon  it.      He  be-  there  gazing  with  curiosity  on  a  dying  man?'' 

came  feverish  also.      From  time  to  time  a  asked  for  bread  soaked  in  water,  and  when 

slight   expression    of  terror  passed  across  it  was  held  towards  him,  snatched  it  in  his 

his  features,   and  then  he  made  a  sudden,  mouth  in  a  savage  manner;   spoke  of  his 

deep,  sighing,  inspiration:   at  other  times  ''poisoned  tooth,"  and  talked  perpetually, 

his  breathing   and   appearance    were    per-  He  took  a  fancy  to  one  of  the  students,  and 

fectly    natural.       It  was  said  that    when  begged  that  he  might  remain  with  him. 
some  water  was  brought  him  he  drew  him-        About  this  time  he  Tomited  some  yellow 

self  back  from  it  with  horror.     He  talked  fluid,  and  thought  he  felt  the  better  for  it, 

a  good  deal.  and  asked  for  an  emetic ;  and  some  tartarized 

I  saw  him  eat  rice,  made  pulpy  with  milk,  antimony  was  exhibited.     He  was  now  pale, 

He  took  it  without  looking  at  the  spoon,  and  his  lips  were  livid ;  but  none  of  the  dis- 

from  which  he  averted  his  eyes,  and  ate  tinctive  spasmodic  attacks  occurred :  indeed 

several  mouthfuls,  in  a  gulping  manner,  and  water  was  not  at  this  time  suffered  to  be 

with  evident  effort.     His  bowels  had  been  brought  near  him.  This  drcumstanoe  it  was, 

purged  by  the  pills,  and  he  declared  that  the  thb  absence  of  the  peculiar  spasmodic  parox- 

noise  of  the  water  in  the  water-closet  had  ysms  which  characterize  hydrophobia,  that 

distressed  him.     The  sound  of  some  water  induced  several  medical  men  of  much  sagacity 

poured  from  one  vessel  into  another  by  the  and  experience  to  doubt,  and  even  with  some 

patient  in  the  next  bed,  had  also  agitated  positiveness  to  deny,  that  the  patient  was 

him.  So  did  the  contact  of  my  cold  hand  on  suffering  under  that  disease  at  alL    They 

his  arm;  and  currents  of  air,  even  the  breath  supposed  him  to  be  hysterical,   half-crazy, 

of  any  one  speaking  to  him ;  so  that  he  in-  or  on  the  brink  of  delirium  tremens.     But 

listed  on  conversing  with  the  apothecary  in  though    slightly  expressed,  the   symptoms 

such  a  position  that  the  chin  of  each  was  on  were  unlike  any  thing  I  had  ever  seen,  except 

the  other's  shoulder.    But  there  was  no  in  the  previous  instance.     And  the  closing 

actual  or  apparent  spasm.  scene  was  quite  distinctive. 

At  this  time  he  affirmed  that  the  presence         It  appeared,  and  he  spoke  of  it  as  a  thing 

of  company  cheered  him,  and  did  him  good ;  which  distressed  him,  that  when  he  was  most 

and  begged  that  he  might  not  be  removed  excited,  his  urine  passsed  involuntarily, 
into  a  separate  room.     And  he  wished  for        In  the  evening  I  found  his  father  with 

some  amusing  book  that  he  might  read.  him.     He  had  recognized  him,  and  kissed 

In  the  evening  I  again  went  to  see  him.  his  mother  in-law  ;  but  soon  b^^  again  to 

He  did  not  seem  worse,  though  he  said  **  his  rave,  and  to  be  apparently  occupied  with 

symptoms  were  increasing."     He  had  taken  absent  persons.   He  was  pale  and  weak,  and 

a  dose  of  musk,  and  some  morphia.  lay  with  his  head  over  the  bed,  spitting  oon- 

The  next  day  I  found  the  hospital  in  some  tinually  upon  the  floor,  which  was  thus  made 
confusion.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  quite  wet.  He  wished  to  have  his  hands  at 
o'clock  in  the  preceding  night  some  of  the  liberty  that  he  might  "clear  his  month." 
officers  of  the  hospital  had  gone  to  his  bed,  He  was  soliloquizing  when  I  went  into  the 
while  he  was  apparently  asleep,  and  certainly  room,  in  this  way.  *'  Monsters — ^monsters — 
very  quiet.  They  asked  him  if  he  would  like  see  that  monster  Susan — take  her  away." 
some  water.  This  seems  to  have  greatly  (It  appeared  that  he  was  now  speaking  of  ■ 
excited  him ;  and  immediately  after  their  young  woman  who  had  had  a  child  by  him.) 
departure  he  rushed  out  of  bed,  (terrified,  ''  I  thought  they  would  do  much  for  science, 
he^said,)  became  furious  and  unmanageable,  but  never  supposed  they  would  inflict  such 
and  was  never  again  quiet  till  he  died,  about  agony  as  this ;"  and  so  on. 
the  same  time  the  next  night.  He  was  now  A  Utile  later  Mr.  Amott  visited  him.  He 
put  into  a  room  by  himself;  and,  taking  had  then  no  pulse  at  the  wrist.  The  waist- 
advantage  of  the  momentary  absence  of  the  coat  was  removed.  He  sat  up,  and  used 
nurse,  he  bolted  himself  in  alone ;  and  de-  some  water,  brought  to  wash  his  hands, 
dared  he  would  admit  no  person  but  her.  without  apparent  distress.  Soon  after  he 
The  door  was  at  length  forced,  and  a  straight-  sunk  back  exhausted ;  and  expired, 
waistcoat  was  put  on  him.  He  then  became  His  father  corroborated  what  the  patient 
quieter  in  his  numner ;  begged  that  no  un-  had  said  of  the  dog :  and  told  us  his  son  was 
necessary  violence  might  be  used ;  asked  to  clever,  and  better  educated  than  many  of  his 
be  poisoned;  spat  at  some  of  the  bystanders,  rank  (he  was  a  tailor),  and  always  exoeed- 
and  reproached  them,  talking  rapidly  and  ingly  nervous. 

wildly  like  an  insane  person ;  yet  loudly  and        The  body  was  examined  the  next  day. 

angrily  imposing  siloice  on  every  one  who  Its  posterior  and  undermost  surface  was  very 

addressed  him.     He  said  he.  could  not  bear  livid.     The  blood  every  where  quite  fluid, 

to  hear  any  one  speak ;  that  he  did  not  like  The  veins  of  the  spinal  cord,  on  its  posterior 

my  bass  voice.    Then  he  would  sneer  at  the  part,  were  turgid ;  not  at  all  so  on  the 

students,   and   say   they   showed   bravery  anterior.    The  substance  of  the  cord  was 
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qnita  natural.    There  was  some  fluid  in  tht  persons 'had  boih  the  power,  and  the  iocliaa- 

tfafica.     The  brain  appeared  to  me,  in  ererj  tion,  to  impart  the  disease  to  others  by  biting 

jp»tt,  quite  sound  and  healthy.  them ;  and  when,  under  pretence  of  short- 

The  head  and  face,  which  had  been  hanging  enin'g  hi*  sufferings,  but  really,  I  am  afraid, 

over  the  table  while  the  spioal  canal  was  with  the  cowardly  view  of  protecting  them' 

opened  from  behind,  were  deeply  purple,  as  se/vet,  bis  friends  were  accustomed  to  smother 

though  universally  bruised.      This   colour  the  unhappy  patient  between  two  feather 

diminished  rapidly  after  the  corpse  was  placed  beds,  or  to  open  a  vein,  and  to  leave  him  to 

sapine,  and  the  head  raised  somewhat  above  bleed  to  death.  Any  person,  suspecting  what 

the  level  of  the  body.     The  papillce  at  the  was  the  matter,  and  foreseeing  such  a  termi- 

back  part  of  the  tongue  were  greatly  ezag-  nation  to  his  disease,  might  well  be  nervous 

gerated,  and  looked  like  large  vesicles.    The  and  irritable.     But  now  that  this  barbarous 

cartilage  of  the  epiglottis,  at  its  lower  part,  practice  has  been  exploded,  and  the  dread  of 

was  red.     At  about  the  middle  portion  of  being  smothered  does  not  occur  to  the  mind 

the  oesophagus  there  was  an  appearance  as  of  the  patient,  he  is  still  found  to  be  exqui- 

if  the  cuticle  was  abraded.     The  mucous  sitely  irritable  and  timorous.    The  foam  and 

membrane  of  the  stomach  was  soft,  and  red  sticky  mucus  that  gather  in  the  throat  and 

here  and  theri^  with  a  dotted  injection  resem-  mouth,  these  patients  make  great  efforts,  by 

bling  ecchymosis,  especially  on  its  rugse.  epitting  and  blowing,  to  get  rid  of ;   and  the 

The  air-passages  were  apparently  healthy.  sounds  they  thus  produce  have  been  exag- 
gerated, by  ignorance  and  credulity,  into  the 

Generally,  the  disease,  when  it  has  once  barking  and  foaming  of  a  dog.     In  the  same 

set  in,  and  shown  the  peculiar  hydrophobic  way  the  paraplegia  which  sometimes  takes 

symptoms,  runs  a  short  and  fiwce  course,  place,  rendering  the  patient  unable  to  stand 

The  nervous  irritability  becomes  extreme ;  upright,  has  been  misconstrued  into  a  desire 

the  peculiar  paroxysms  of  choaking  spasm,  on  his  part  to  go  on  all  fours  like  a  dog. 

and  sobbing,  ars  excited,  not  only  by  at-  The  pulse,  though  it  maybe  strong  and  hard 

tempts  to  swallow  liquids,  but  by  the  very  at  the  outset,  becomes,  in  a  short  time,  fre- 

sight  or  sound  of  them ;  Dr.  Elliotson  men-  qaent  and  feeble,  and  the  general  strength 

tiona  a  boy  who  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  declines  with  great  rapidity.     Death  occa- 

Tiolent  agitation  by  bearing  a  dresser  who  gionally  takes  place  within  twenty-four  hours 

sat  up  with  him  make  water :  the  passage  of  after  the  commencement  of  the  specific  symp- 

a  gust  of  wind  across  his  foce,  the  waving  of  toms.     Most  commonly  of  all  it  happens  on 

a  polished  surface,  as  of  a  mirror,  before  his  the  second  or  third  day ;  now  and  then  it  is 

eyes,  the  crawling  of  an  insect  over  his  skin,  postponed  to  the  fifth  day ;  and  in  still  rarer 

ia  often  sufficient  to  excite  great  irritation,  instances,  of  which  my  first  case  was  one, 

and  the  peculiar  strangling  sensation  about  death  does  not  occur  till  the  seventh,  or 

the  fauces,  in  a  hydrophobic  patient.    These  eighth,  or  ninth  day.     In  most  cases,  the 

circumstances  were  but  little  observable  in  paroxysms,  becoming  more  violent  and  fre- 

the  men  whose  cases  I  have  related;   the  quent,  exhaust  the  patient;   but  in  a  few 

first  of  them  indeed  was  remarkably  calm  instances  the  symptoms  undergo  a  marked 

and  tranquil  under  the  disease.     In  general  alteration    before    death.    The    paroxysms 

the  patient  is  dreadfully  irritable,  and  appre-  cease,  the  nervous  irritability  disappears,  the 

bensive  and  suspicious :  and  in  most  cases  patient  is  able  to  eat  and  drmk,  and  converse 

there  is  a  degree  of  mania  or  delirium  mixed  with  ease ;  those  sights  and  sounds  which  so 

up  with  the  irritability ;  the  sufferer  is  very  annoyed  and  distressed  him  before,  no  longer 

garrulous  and  excited.    In  this  respect  there  cause  him  any  disquiet.     In  this  state  he 

is  a  marked  difference  between  hydrophobia  often  sinks  into  a  sleep,  and  suddenly  wakes 

and  tetanus.      In  the  latter  disorder  the  from  it  to  die:    sometimes  his  existence 

mental  faculties  are  clear,  and  the  patients  is  pot  an  end  to  by  a  sudden  and  violent 

serene,  and  what  is  called  heartwhole,  to  the  convulsion. 

last.     The  two  diseases  differ  in  another  It    is    needless    for    me  to    go   into  a 

striking  particular :   the  spasm  in  the  one  minute  account  of  the  morbid  appearances 

case  is  tonic,  in  the  other  clonic.  In  tetanus,  that  have  been  met  with  in  persons  dead 

again,  there  is  no  thirst,  and  seldom  any  of  hydrophobia.     They   are   various,    un- 

accumulation  of  tough  and  stringy  mucus  in  certain,  unsatisfactory.    In  some  bodies,  the 

the  fauces  and  about  the  angles  of  the  mouth :  most   careful   examination    has    discovered 

in  hydrophobia  both  these  symptoms  are  nothing  amiss.      In  others,  vascularity  of 

almost  always  present.   So  also  is  vomiting ;  the  brain,  or  of  the  spinal  cord,  has  been 

butvomiting  in  tetanus  is  rare.  The  nervous  noticed.     And  in  not  a  few  instances  the 

irritability  in  hydrophobia  is  doubtless  a  part  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces,  oesophagus, 

of  the  disease,  and  b  very  rarely  absent  even  and  stomach — or  of  the  larynx  and  trachea 

now-a-days.  Some  time  ago  it  might  perhaps  — or  of  both  these  tracts — has  been  found 

have  been  plausibly  attributed  to  the  treat-  red,  and  covered  with  adhesive  mucus.     But 

meat  adopted.     I  allude  to  that  period  in  we  must  take  care  not  to  attribute  undue 

which  it  was  believed  that  these  miserable  importance  to  those  hist  appearances — not 
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to  conclude  that  they  have  beea  the  caase  were  never  known  tDbavebeen  bitten  by,  or 

of  the  symptoms,  ^hen  in  tmth  they  may  eren  to  hare  been  in  the  presence  of,  a  rabid 

hare  been  the  effect  of  the  disease.    That  animal.    Tlie  celebrated  and  accurate  Pinel 

we  should  find  the  parts  in  the  throat  'red  has  given  the  history  of  such  a  case.    Tliere 

and  congested  is  what  we  might  naturally  is  another  by  Savirotte,  in  the  Journal  des 

expect,  when  we  connder  the  violent  straining  Savans   (August  1757).      Now  it  is  jnat 

spasmodic  action  of  these  parts  for  some  possible  that  this  disease  may  sometimei 

time  before  death.    The  morbid  anatomy  of  develope  itself  in  the  human  body  without 

this  disease  throws  but  little  light  upon  its  any  contagion  having  been  applied :  and  it  is 


nature,  or  its  proper  treatment.  also  possible,  and  mudi  more  probable,  in 

There  are  many  very  interesting  questions  my  judgment,  that  the  poison  may  have  been 

connected  with  hydrophobia.     1  will  state  appUed  without  the  person's  being  aware  of 

the  principal  of  these,  as  shortly  as  I  can.  it.     We  shall  see,  by  and  by,  some  very 

1.  You  will  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  possible  ways  in  which  that  might  happen. 

that  some  persons  have  made  it  a  question  All  that  we  need  concern    ourselves    with 


whether  there  is  any  such  disease  at  all.     I  practically,  is  thia—that  in  999  cases  out  of 

have  known  such.    The  late  Sir  Isaac  Pen-  1000  the   disease    in   the   human  body  is 

nington,  who  was  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  deriTcd  from  a  rabid  animal.     If  it  ever  be 

at  Cambridge,  had  never  seen  a  case  of  hy-  spontaneous,  we  cannot  reckon  upon  meeting 

drophobia,  and  nothing  could  persuade  him  with  such  a  case :  indeed,  many  men  pass 

that  any  one  else  had  seen  any  thing  more  through  life  without  witnessing  the  disorder 

than  a  nervous  complaint  produced  by  the  at  all. 

alarmed  imagination  of  the  patient,    who        3.  Granting,  then,  that  the  disease,  in 

having  been  bitten  by  a  dog  reputed  to  be  man,  is  the  result  of  an  animal  poison,  the 

mad,  and  having  the  fear  of  feather-beds  be-  next  question  is,  from  what  ■*^i™»1f  may  be 

fore  his  eyes,  wasfrightened  into  a  belief  that  receive  the  infection  ? 
he  had  hydrophobia,  and  ultimately  scared        We  are  sure  that  the  disease,  by  the  ino* 

out  of  his  very  existence.     Now  if  yon  meet  culation  of  which  hydrophobia  may  be  pro- 

with  such  incredulous  persons,  and  think  it  dueed  in  man,  is  common  in  the  dog,  and 

worth  your  while  to  argue  the  point  with  that  it  has  been  communicated  to  the  human 

them,  you  may  object  to  their  unbelief,  the  animal  by  the  f6x  also,  the  wolf,  the  jackal, 

improbability  that  so  many  persons  wbo  and  the  cat.    Mr.  Yooatt  says  that  the  saliva 

have  been  bitten  by  mad  dogs  should  have  of  the  badger,  the  horse,  the  human  being, 

suffered  so  precisely  the  same  train  of  symp-  have  undoubtedly  produced  rabies,  and  some 

toms,  and  at  last  have  died,  from  the  mere  affirm  that  it  has  been  propagated  even  by 

force  of  a  morbidimagination ;  you  may  urge  the  hen  and  the  *duck.    The  same  author 

them  with  the  feet  that  many  of  these  per-  mentions  a  case  in  which  a  groom  became 

sons  have  been  under  no  apprehension  at  all,  affected  with  hydrophobia  from  a  scratch 

until  the  disease  has  seised  upon  them ;  that  which  he  received  from    a  horse  that  was 

many  also  have  been  men  of  naturally  strong  labouring  under  the  disease.    All  animals, 

and  firm  minds,  not  at  all  likely  to  be  fright-  even  fowls,  are  susceptible  of  the  disease  when 

ened  into  believing  that  they  were  seriously  bitten  by  tiie  rabid  dog.     Of  course  it  is  an 

ill  unless  they  really  were  so,  and  still  less  important  question  to  have  resolved,  whether 

likely  to  be  terrified  into  their  graves.     And  the  saliva  of  all  these  is  capable  of  convey- 

if  this  has  no  weight  with  such  reasoners,  ing  the  malady.     The  case  just  now  men- 

you  may  bring  forward  the  oonclosiTe  fects  tioned  onMr.  Youatt's  authority  would  seem 

that  the  disease  has   befellen  infants  and  to  settle  the  question  as  respects  the  horse : 

idiots,  who  had  never  heard  or  understood  a  but  as   horses,  cows,  turkeys,  &c.  do  not 

word  about  mad  dogs  or  hydrophobia,  and  generally  bite,  we  have  not  many  opportu- 

In  whom  the  imagination  could  have  had  no  nities  of  supplying  a  positive  answer  to  the 

power  in  calling  forth  the  complaint.     And  general  question :  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 

if  they  are  proof  agamst  thu,  you  must  give  the  cat,  the /ox,  the  wo^,  and  thejnckal, 
them  up  :   I  can  suggest  nothing  more.  The  late  Duke  of  Richmond  died,  abroad, 

2.  Allowing  that  the  disease  exists  as  a  of  hydrophobia,  contracted  from  a  tame  fox, 

real,  and  not  a  merely  imaginary  disease,  and  which  was  rabid.     In  the  13th  volume  of 

also  that  it  is  caused  by  the  bite  of  a  rabid  the  Medieo^Chimiyieai  TYanMoetiotu,  an 

animal :  this  important  question  arisfs    hns  account  is  given,  by  Mr.  Hewitt,  of  several 

it  any  other  cause  ?  eases  of  fatal  hydrophobU  from  the  bite  of 

Siting  aside    that  quibbling  application  a  wild  and  rabid  jackal.     Many  examples 

of  the  term  hydrophobia  which  some  writen  are  on  record  of  the  production  of  the  dis- 

have  chosen  to  make,  to  diseases  in  which,  ease  by  the  bites  of  mad  eats  and  wolves, 
fron  some  painful  affection  of  the  throat.         The  first  case  whieh  I  have  spoken  of,  as 

the  patienU  have  been  unwilling  to  attempt  having  been  seen  by  myself,  would  seem  to 

to  swallow  fittids,  there  are  cases  recorded,  prove,  if  all  the  facts  were  comctly  sUted 

exactly  resembling    hydrophobia   in    their  at  the  time,  that  the  saliva  of  the  dog  may 

— »«»^ —    imjl  occurring  in  persons  who  be  suifioent  to  produce  the  disease,  when  it 
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•:,  they  arc  III—. !■■  lit 
of  ibm  qaeetkn;  ankai  indeed  the  Kpsof 
tbaee  wbo  pcrvdaed  happened  to  hare  been 
chopped  or  abraded.  Bat  Mr.  Yoaatt*s 
ovn  opinion  ia  that  tbe  Tims  cannot  be  re> 
on  a  nraootts 


Hie  disease  is  nid  to  hare  been  oansedby 
the  tcrmieh  of  a  cat.  Bat  as  ire  know  that 
cats  as  nell  9^  dogs  freqocntiy  spply  their 
paws  to  their  months,  especially  when  the 
latter  part  is  nncasy,  (as  it  dearly  is  in  mad 
dogs),  this  fiKt,  of  the  production  of  tbe 
disease  by  a  scratch,  if  thoroogfaly  made  out, 
would  not^rtwe  that  the  disease  can  be  in- 
trodnoed  into  the  system  in  any  other  way 
than  by  means  of  tbe  slsTer. 
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bral  Function,  leeion  qf.  Want  qf  eiefPf 
and  ite  Effecia,  Treatment  by  heal  de- 
pletion,   Obtervatione  on  cold  and  opium. 

If,  as  we  8tan4  at  the  bedside  of  a  patient 
ill  of  our  present  epidemic  fever,  we  keep 


it  woe,  of 

far  iiiiMiaiiriiia  By  do^  this 
■ot  oMy*  I  tinkc.  fet  tiM  bait  praotical  new 
of  tbe  oaa^  b«t  we  sIm  oofwe  a  steady  and 
ordMymctiwd  of  fTaiining  tbecaaeas  to 
its  symptoass,aifedaia|iidpow«rof  detNiang 
the  lesMM  of  the  particular  function  Artmi 
which  the  principal  danger  is  to  be  appi«« 
bended.  If  wv  sUU  keep  this  mode  of  \iewing 
a  case  of  frter  before  us,  wt^  csn  undentand 
some  parts  of  practioe  that  may  aeem,  at  Arst 
sight,  to  be  a  strange  mingling  of  treatment  \ 
for  instuice  the  exhibition  of  wine,  and  tb« 
application  of  kechett,  both  going  on  at  tho 
same  time  in  the  same  patient.  But  th« 
analysis  we  have  made  will  enable  us  to  uu> 
derstand  this ;  tho  leeching  is  for  the  de* 
rangement  of  one  fonction,  the  wine  for  tli« 
debility  of  another  i  we  should,  however, 
anticipate,  were  wt  to  take  tbis  point  up  at 
present. 

Let  us  now,  keeping  thiA  analysis  ntttl 
before  us,  go  into  the  oxplauntion  of  the 
treatment  we  are  at  prewiit  ailoptiiig,  and 
the  first  Amction  we  shall  oonnitlrr  in  tho 
cerebral  function.  The  immense  tm|H)r> 
tance  of  the  healthy  state  of  tiie  fonotiou  nf 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord  needs  not  to  hn 
dwelt  ui)on.  The  derangement  of  the  Amo- 
tion of  the  brain  seemed  to  some  writers,  as 
Clutterbuck,  of  so  great  ImpoKatiee  as  to 
constitute  the  rory  pathology  of  fevori  and 
although  we  do  not  retain  such  an  opinion, 
we  consider  the  derafigrment  of  Uio  i^erebral 
function  as  one  of  the  most  nlnrmitig  wi*  havp 
to  contend  with.  Tliere  are  two  very  oppo- 
site itatee  in  which  wo  meet  this  fui"*<*'***  *•* 
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fever :  the  first,  where  its  disturhance  con-  Suppose  we  see  a  patient  on  the  third  or 
sists  in  an  aberration  from  its  natural  state,  fourth  day  of  feTer,  without  any  thing  very 
marked  by  a  total  want  of  that  natural  rest  remarkable  about  the  head  or  face,  as  to 
which  this  function  requires,  so  that  a  pa-  flushing,  and  with  a  pulse  not  only  not 
tient  is  for  several  successive  nights  without  stronger,  but  often,  as  in  our  fbver  at  present, 
rest.  In  every  case,  without  a  single  excep-  weaker  than  natural,  are  we  to  use  the  local 
tion,  when  this  occurs,  there  follows  delirium  depletion  ?  I  am  sure  we  ought.  Tliere  are 
or  derangement  of  the  cerebral  function,  so  few  points  of  practice  on  which  I  would 
that  we  have  at  first  want  of  the  natural  rest  venture  to  be  so  positive,  as  to  our  treatment 
of  the  function,  and  then  invariably  the  of  fever,  as  the  absolute  necessity  of  local 
result  of  that  increased  excitement  of  it,  or  depletion  to  remedy  that  derangement  of 
delirium,  and  then  we  have  what  appears  to  cerebral  function,  want  of  its  proper  rest  or 
have  been  the  efifect  of  the  loss  of  the  natural  sleep,  which,  if  allowed  to  continue,  must 
rest  of  the  function— delirium  reacting  to  end  in  delirium,  probably  in  death.  I  know 
increase  the  very  cause  that  gave  rise  to  it.  of  nothing  that  should  prevent  us  from  em- 
We  had  a  very  good  example  of  the  progress  ploying  this  local  depletion,  except  such  an 
of  derangement  of  this  function,  from  loss  of  extreme  state  of  depression  of  the  vascular 
its  necessary  rest  or  sleep  up  to  the  most  system  as  does  not  very  frequently  exist  at 
violent  delirium,  in  the  case  of  Murphy,  the  the  early  period  of  fever,  when  want  of  rest 
policeman,  who  was  in  No.  1.  He  Laiboured  is  a  prominent  symptom.  The  propriety  and 
when  he  came  in,  for  some  days  and  nights,  good  efiect  of  local  depletion  in  such  cases 
under  total  want  of  rest.  He  then  began  to  are  strengthened  by  what  we  see  occasionally 
rave,  and  at  last  furious  delirium  set  in.  take  place  where  epistaxis  occurs.  The 
The  cerebral  functions  are  too  high  in  im-  effect  of  this  natural  depletion  is  almost 
portance  in  man  to  suffer  derangement  long,  always  beneficial.  Even  where  the  state  of 
without  that  derangement  involving  danger  to  pulse  is  such  as  to  make  us  dread  the  appli- 
life,  and  the  cerebral  function  cannot  con-  cation  of  but  a  few  leeches,  the  cerebral 
tinue  without  serious  disturbance,  if  de-  irritation  rapidly  subsides  on  the  epistaxis 
prived  of  its  natural  rest  for  many  days,  occurring.  A  case  in  which  epistaxis  occurs 
Hence  it  is  that  we  regard  with  such  alarm  may  be  debilitated  by  it  to  an  alanning  de- 
the  want  of  sleep  in  the  commencement  of  gree,  so  as  to  require  wiqe  to  a  large  amount, 
fever ;  that  we  dread  such  ultimate  danger  but  still  the  cerebral  irritation  subsides,  the 
when  this  symptom  exists.  The  order  is,  patient  sleeps,  and  the  danger  of  death,  if  it 
want  of  sleep,  delirium,  and  last,  if  un-  occur  in  such  a  case,  is  from  another  cause 
checked,  nervous  exhaustion  and  death,  thanthederangement  of  the  cerebral  function. 
Keeping  our  attention  now  in  the  first  place  Our  present  maculated  fever  has  a  re- 
on  this  ftinction,  our  first  inquiry  is  as  to  its  markable  tendency  to  assume  a  remittent 
state,  and  our  best  information  as  to  the  form.  We  see  it  in  the  crisis  even  when 
amount  of  its  derangement  is  derived  from  takingplaceby  urine,  the  urine  alternating  for 
the  answer  given  to  our  query  as  to  whether  many  days  ;  portions  marking  the  crisis  de- 
the  patient  has  slept.  If  the  patient  has  positing  the  lithates  alternating  with  portions 
passed  a  second  night  without  sleep,  we  have  containing  the  floating  cloud,  so  characteristic 
allowed  the  derangement  of  this  Amction  to  of  the  fever  being  stUl  present.  The  same 
proceed  as  far  as  we  dare,  without  directing  character  is  seen  in  the  affections  of  the 
our  measures  to  rectify  it.  After  having  the  cerebral  function,  the  patient  remaining  free 
head  shaved,  wait  for  no  other  symptom  of  from  headache,  and  the  pain  of  head  return- 
derangement  of  the  cerebral  function  than  ing  every  evening,  or  twice  a  day,  for  many 
the  want  of  rest.  Apply  some  leeches  to  the  days  in  succession.  When  this  occurs,  the 
forehead ;  the  number  may  be  few ;  we  sel-  patient  is  relieved  by  the  application  of  two 
dom  use  more  than  four  or  six.  The  result  or  at  most  four  leeches  ;  and  provided  we 
is  almost  always  gratifying :  in  some  cases  succeed  in  obtaining  rest  and  alleviation 
there  is  good  sleep  at  once  procured,  in  of  the  pain  by  this  means,  and  we  most  often 
others  only  a  snatch  the  first  night ;  the  re-  do,  we  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the 
petition  of  the  leeches  is  again  made  the  cerebral  function :  mere  heat  of  head  need 
next  day,  and  there  is  again  rest :  it  is  sel-  not  be  interfered  with.  There  is  a  practice 
dom  necessary  to  repeat  them  more  than  in  high  inflammatory  fever  which  is  very 
the  third  time.  There  are  so  many  instances  judicious — the  application  of  ice  caps  to  the 
in  the  wards,  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  head.  It  is  not  necessary  in  our  maculated 
illustrating  the  effect  of  this  treatment  on  the  fever  as  at  present  existing.  I  think  I  may 
derangement  of  the  cerebral  function,  that  it  go  farther,  and  say  it  is  not  only  not  neoes- 
is  not  necessary  to  point  out  any  in  particu-  sary,  but  it  is  injurious.  The  character  of 
lar.  Let  us  now  pause  here  to  ask  when  we  the  fever  is  not  such  as  to  make  the  circu- 
are  to  use  the  local  depletion,  how  often,  &c.  lating  function  any  where  carry  on  its  action 


DR.  CORRIGAN'S  CLINICAL  LECTURES.  253 

well  tinder  the  depressing  influence  of  severe  the  lungs  and  internal  oi^gans.  The  case  of 
cold.  You  may  perhaps  naturally,  at  first  Toner,  who  has  been  very  ill  for  the  last  few 
thought,  suppose  that  local  depletion  from  days,  but  is  at  present  recovering,  is  instruc- 
the  head,  and  ice  caps,  may  act  in  the  same  tive  on  this  point.  The  maculae  are  of  a  deep 
way,  and  that  where  one  is  proper  so  must  livid  hue,  his  extremities  and  lips  of  a  pur- 
be  the  other.  A  little  reflection  vnll,  I  think,  pie  colour,  and  the  coigunctiva  is  of  a  deep 
oonvince  us  that  they  are  not  so  much  alike  dark  red ;  his  pulse  excessively  feeble  and 
as  you  may  at  first  sight  suppose.  In  local  tremulous.  There  is  no  local  disease,  no 
congestions,  for  instance,  some  forms  of  local  cause  in  the  extremities  to  account  for 
phlegmonoid  erysipelas,  as  well  as  other  this  state  of  them,  apart  from  the  enfeebled 
local  affections,  we  use  local  depletion  by  state  of  the  function  of  circulation  generaUy. 
indaion  or  by  leeches ;  but  instead  of  fol*  When  we  see  the  circulation  in  this  state, 
lowing  this  up  by  the  benumbing  effect  of  where  we  have  it  directly  under  our  observa- 
cold,  we  endeavour  by  heat  to  give  action  to  tion,  we  have  a  right,  I  think,  to  believe  that 
the  overloaded  and  enfeebled  vessels,  while  such  too  is  more  or  less  its  state  in  internal 
we  relieve  them  by  the  local  depletion.  So,  organs.  Thus,  if  we  can  in  fever  get  in  any 
in  the  instance  before  us,  we  may  relieve  the  organ  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  state  of 
local  congestion,  which  is  probably  the  static  the  function  of  circulation,  we  shall  scarcely 
of  vessels  in  the  brain  in  our  present  fever ;  err  in  assuming  the  same  state  to  exist  in 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  because  we  do  an  internal  organ  from  which  the  signs  might 
this  we  should  keep  those  vessels  under  the  otherwise  be  doubtful, 
benumbing  effects  of  continued  cold  at  or  We  have  only  used  opium  twice  within 
below  the  freezing  point.  I  have  seen  long-  several  months  to  obtain  rest ;  one  was  in 
continued  appplication  of  intense  cold  to  the  the  case  of  a  female  who  suffered  under  great 
head  in  our  maculated  fever  produce  slough  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
of  the  integuments  of  the  forehead  and  tem-  bowels  :  there  was  diarrhoea,  gargouillement 
pies.  Some  of  our  very  worst  forms  of  over  the  caecum,  very  rapid  pulse,  and  deli- 
oerebrel  disturbance,  too,  or  derangement,  are  rium,  from  which  she  was  easily  recalled, 
in  cases  where  the  scalp  is  not  at  all  hotter  but  into  which  she  as  quickly  relapsed.  A 
than  natural ;  and  we  may,  I  think,  aggravate  full  dose  of  black  drop  gave  her  sleep,  and 
this  bad  form,  by  an  abuse  of  the  remedy  stopped  the  delirium.  The  second  was  the 
which,  in  some  cases  of  high  febrile  action  case  of  a  man  named  Toole,  admitted  on  the 
and  great  vascular  energy,  is  one  of  our  best  fifth  and  sixth  day  of  fever,  but  not  maca« 
aids.  I  have  said  that  the  state  of  the  ves-  lated.  He  was  delirious :  his  eyes  wera 
sels  of  the  brain  is  probably  a  state  of  con-  somewhat  suffused,  but  the  pupils  were  di- 
gestion or  passive  hyperaemia,  to  which  lated ;  his  tongue  was  white  and  moist ;  his 
moderate  local  depletion  is  useful,  although  skin  was  warm,  but  it  did  not  give  that 
long-continued  cold  would  be  injurious,  pungent  sensation  to  the  hand  laid  on  it  that 
Analogy  may  be  fairly,  I  think,  brought  to  is  often  felt  from  a  skin  in  maculated  fever, 
bear  on  this.  We  find,  in  nearly  aU  our  even  when  not  so  warm  as  the  skin  in  this 
cases  of  maculated  fever,  the  capillary  ves-  case.  His  delirium  was  of  very  high  excite- 
sels  passing  into  a  state  of  passive  congestion  ment.  He  sung  loudly,  and  was  very  noisy. 
or  hypereemia.  We  have  positive  evidence  He  got  15  ^ops  of  black  drop,  and  slept 
of  tUs  taking  place  in  the  lungs  by  the  local  after  it :  this  occurred  on  the  10th  of  Jan., 
signs;  there  is  crepitating  rattle  resulting  and  he  left  the  hospital  well  on  the  23d.  A 
from  the  effusion  into  the  air-tubes.  That  comparison  of  the  local  cerebral  derangement 
it  is  not  an  active  state  of  inflammation  or  with  the  general  symptoms  led  us  to  the 
pneumonia,  we  have  abundant  proofb,  which  employment  of  opium  in  this  case.  Were 
we  shall  come  to  in  another  lecture.  For  the  local  derangement  dependent  on  inflam- 
the  present  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  this  matory  action,  there  would  be  more  accord- 
state  of  vessels  in  the  lungs  sufficiently  shews  ance  with  this  state  in  the  symptoms  derived 
its  nature  by  getting  well  under  wine.  And  from  the  tongue,  skin,  and  pulse ;  but  while 
if  we  find  the  capillaries  in  this  state  in  the  there  was  so  much  local  cerebral  excitement, 
lungs,  where  we  have  satisfactory  evidence  without  any  accompanying  correspondent 
of  tibeir  state,  I  do  not  think  it  is  stretching  severity,  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was,  that 
analogy  too  fiir  to  suppose  them  in  the  same  the  local  cerebral  derangement  was  mere 
state  in  the  brain.  In  fever  the  faction  of  cir-  irritation,  and  the  practice  adopted  after  a 
culationshewsa  tendency  to  the  same  derange-  little  deliberation  was  the  exhibition  of  an 
ment  through  the  whole  system,  and  the  opiate.  There  was  immediate  sleep,  and 
same  functional  derangement  that  is  seen  in  the  fever  then  went  on  through  the  remainder 
tbe  depending  sur&oes  of  the  body  during  of  its  progress  without  any  urgent  symptom, 
the  last  periixils  of  sinking  in  fever  is  seen 
after  deadi  in  the  hypostatic  congestion  of 
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USE  OF  SPLINTS  IN  CHOREA.        characters,  but  that  it  depends  upon  a 
«**^*A  ^^^  derangement  of  the  stomach  and 

bowels.  In  some  instances  this  doctrine 

To  the  Editor  rfthe  Medical  Gazette.       is  very  probably  correct;  but  there  is 

generally  a  predisposition  to  the  anec- 
SiHi  tion  which,  as  Cullen  well  expresses  it, 

I  BEo  to  forward  you  some  remarks  on  depends  on  a  state  of  mobility  in  the 
the  treatment  of  chorea,  and  shall  be  system,  that  renders  the  body  so  ex- 
obliged  if  you  will  give  them  a  ]^lace  citable  as  to  cause  it  to  be  readily 
in  your  excellent  journal. — I  am,  sir,  affected  by  any  irritation  applied  to  it. 
Your  obedient  servant,  One  of  the  laws  reffulatin^  nervous 

George  Southam,    actions  is,  that  its  irritability  is  in- 
M.R.Q.S.L.  creased  in  proportion  as  its  energy  is 

7,  Crescent,  Siilford,  Manchester,  diminished :  consequently  we  find  that 

March  3i.t,  1841.  ^^^  peculiarity  of  constitution  in  child- 

There  are  few  diseases  more  obstinate  l\ooa  renders  the  nervous  sensibility  so 
and  tedious  to  cure  than  chorea,  and  predominant  as  greatly  to  conduce  to 
few  that  have  given  rise  to  greater  the  development  of  this  and  other  con- 
variety  in  their  treatment.  It  is  an  vulsive  diseases ;  just  as  a  relaxed  and 
extremely  common  affection  amongst  debilitated  frame  in  adults  produces  a 
the  children  admitted  into  the  Man-  disposition  to  the  nervous  temperament, 
Chester  Royal  Infirmary;  and  as  clinical  ana  makes  them  so  highly  sensitive  to 
clerk  in  that  institution  for  upwards  of  the  actions  of  stimuli,  both  physical 
two  years,  I  had  extensive  opportunities  and  moral.  On  this  account  we  fre- 
of  witnessing  the  different  forms  of  quently  find  chorea  connected  with  de- 
treatment  recommended,  but  frequently  bilitated  and  relaxed  habits,  especially 
found  that  a  line  of  treatment,  whicn  in  those  who,  from  their  humble  cir- 
appeared  singularly  successful  in  some  cumstances,  have  been  accustomed  to 
patients,  was  just  as  inefiicacious  in  scanty  and  poor  ^et,  and  also  of  its 
others.  This  discrepancy  no  doubt  more  frequent  occurrence  in  females 
arises  from  our  imperfect  acquaintance  than  males.  In  such  individuals  we 
withthepathology  of  the  disease;  also,  may  readily  conceive  how  any  of  the 
in  a  ereat  measure,  from  a  want  of  exciting  causes  of  chorea  may  occasion 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  patient,  the  disease.  The  difficulty  consists  in 
and  the  stage  of  the  complaint  when  ascertaining  the  exact  seat  of  the  affec- 
the  remedies  are  applied.  Looking  tion,  increased  as  it  is  by  the  variety  of 
over  the  cases  that  nave  come  under  opinions  concerning  its  pathological 
my  notice,  I  have  generally  observed  state,  owing  to  the  fatal  cases  having 
that  where  the  disease  was  recent,  and  been  generally  complicated  with  other 
no  means  had  been  adopted  for  its    diseases. 

removal,  the  convulsions  have  been  The  influence  of  habit  in  prolonging 
attended  with  derangement  of  die  ali-  nervous  complaints  is  very  remarkable, 
mentary  canal,  as  evinced  by  capri-  and  few  diseases  appear  more  affected 
cious  appetite,  constipated  bowels,  by  it  than  chorea ;  for  in  most  of  the 
with  scanty  and  scybalous  evacuations,  obstinate  cases  which  have  resisted  the 
When  the  disease  had  been  pf  longer  various  forms  of  treatment,  there  being 
continuance,  and  allowed  to  go  on  un-  no  organic  derangement,  and  the  geneni 
controlled,  in  addition  to  the  derange-  health  good,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
ment  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  there  that  the  convulsions  remain  almost  en- 
has  been  more  or  less  disturbance  of  tirely  from  habit.  The  conducting 
the  cerebro-spinal  system:  whilst  the  power  of  the  nervous  filaments  being 
cases  which  had  existed  some  time,  and  increased  with  the  frequency  of  their 
where  the  usual  remedies  had  been  excitement,  these  conviusions  are  con- 
resorted  to,  the  general  health  was  im-  tinned  from  the  slightest  cause,  just  as 
proved,  but  there  was  only  partial  in  lively  persons,  when  speaking,  the 
mitigation  of  the  convulsions.  movements  of  their  hands  are  repeated 

These  -remarks  tend  to  prove  the  on  the  least  occasion.  In  fact,  their 
truth  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  view  of  the  frequent  occurrence  generates  in  the 
nature  of  chorea — that  debility  and  muscles  a  great  aptitude  to  their  repe- 
spasmodic  action,  previous  to  his  time  tition,  as  practice  induces  a  facility  in 
so  much  insisted  on,  are  not  its  leading    performing  dexterous  mechanical  opera- 
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tions :  thus  a  habit  is  ac<piired  which  the  muscular  system  in  its  normal  state 

assists  the  power  of  the  original  cause,  of  tension. 

and  continues  the  convulsions  a  consi-  In  old-standing  cases,  where  the  will 

derable  time  after  the  cause  has  been  can  check  the  convulsions,  but  only  so 

removed.  long  as  it  is  directed  for  that  sjpecific 

The  tendency  to  imitation  in  children  purpose,  these  means  may  occasionally 

most  also  operate  in  keeping  up  that  be  of  service;  but  from  the  difficulty  of 

chain  of  actions  in  thf  body  which  has  keeping  up  their  effects  a  considerable 

80  long  existed,  whilst  the  absence  of  time  must  elapse  before  a  cure  can  be 

the  "vigour  of  manhood"  renders  it  estabhshed.     To  obviate  this  incon- 

extremefy  difficult  for   the    child  to  venience  I  was  led  to  tnr  the  experi- 

exert  himself  in  endeavouring  to  con-  ment  of  confining  the  a£&cted  limb  in 

trol  the  affected  muscles.      A  similar  splints,  having  frequently  observed,  in 

condition  may  occur  in  mature  age,  in  those  instances  where  the  convulsions 

consequence  of  the  balance  and  bar-  had  continued  in  spite  of  all  remedial 

mony  of  the  functions  of  life  being  means,  that  if  the  patient's  attention 

enfeebled  and  less  vigorously  performed,  be  directed  to  the  deranged  mascles,  as 

from  a  want  of  energy    in   that  re-  for  instance  when  in  the  hand  and  arm, 

silient   power    which   enables    us    to  causing  him  to  grasp  the  sides  of  a 

bear   the   varied  exertions  of  youth,  chair,  tne  motions  comparatively  cease; 

acting  also  with  such  surprising  vigour  and  this,  when   frequently  repeated, 

in  restoring  us  to  health  after  the  de-  proved  a  useful  auxinary  in  removing 

pression  of  a  severe  illness.    When,  the  disease. 

therefore,  any  of  the  ordinary  powers  Upwards  of  two  years  ago  a  case 
destined  to  preserve  the  equihbrium  came  under  my  notice  where  the  con- 
between  sensation  and  motion  are  dis-  viUsions  had  existed  in  the  hand  and 
tnrbed,  we  may  easilv  understand  how  arm  for  six  months,  though  a  variety 
the  infinences  of  habit  and  imitation  of  means  had  been  adopted  for  their 
may  operate  in  prolonging  this  affec-  removal :  believing  them  to  depend  on 
tion,  by  rendering  tne  di£rent  sets  of  habit,  from  the  control  the  patient 
muscles  independent  of  the  will,  which  had  over  the  motions,  and  his  appa- 
were  previously  of  a  voluntary  character,  rently  excellent  health,  I  had  recourse 
If  the  automatic  movements  thus  in-  to  the  splints.  For  the  first  few  days 
duced  are  not  early  checked,  there  will  the  twitchings,  from  their  violence, 
be  some  difficulty  m  subduing  them,  as  caused  some  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
we  experience  in  attempting  to  avoid  splints  firm,  but  they  soon  diminished 
habits  unconsciously  fallen  mto,  when  in  force,  and  in  three  weeks  had  en- 
the  body  is  in  a  state  of  health.  It  was  tirelv  disappeared, 
evidently  with  the  intention  of  over-  I  nave  tned  the  same  treatment  in 
coming  these  influences  that  Dr.  Darwin  four  other  cases.  In  three,  after  at- 
(Zoonomia,  vol.  ii.  p.  506)  suggested  we  tending  to  the  bowels,  I  applied  the 
should  make  perpetual,  slow,  and  re-  splints,  and  continued  them  until  a 
petfted  efforts  to  move  the  limb  in  the  cure  was  established,  which  occupied 
designed  direction,  in  expectation  of  the  in  none  more  than  a  month.  The  con- 
same  ^ood  effects  which  follow  such  vulsions  were  confined  to  one  of  the 
efforts  m  stammering :  and  Dr.  Mason  upper  extremities,  with  slight  dragging 
Good  (Stud^  of  Medicine,  vol.  iv.  p.  472)  of  the  leg  of  the  same  side ;  but  as  the 
remarks,  **  it  is  very  possible  tnat,  in  symptoms  left  the  arm,  the  power  over 
some  instances,  a  long  and  pimctual  the  leg  returned, 
discipline  of  the  affected  limits,  where  The  other  case  occurred  in  a  youth 
the  msease  is  not  very  severe,  to  regular  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  convulsions 
and  measured  movements,  may  progres-  were  more  severe,  and  rendered  it  ex- 
sively  recal  them  to  their  wonted  order  tremely  difficult  to  keep  the  splints  firm 
and  firmness."  The  effect  of  dancing  with  an  ordinary  banoafife :  to  obviate 
and  music  in  curing  the  original  chorea  this  inconvenience,  I  used  the  apparatus 
Sancti  Viti,  by  diverting  the  automatic  recommended  by  Yelpeau  for  fractures, 
movements  to  others  more  regular  and  with  the  addition  of  small  splints  to 
under  the  control  of  the  will,  ulti-  keep  the  limb  extended  anci  at  rest 
mately  breaks  through  a  habit  pro-  dunng  the  consolidation  of  the  appa- 
duced  generally  from  imitation,  and  ratus.  This  was  removed  in  a  week  to 
some  defect  in  that  power  which  keeps  allow  of  exercise ;  and  the  severity  of 


256  MR.  SOUTHAM  ON  THE  USE  OF  SPLINTS  IN  CHOREA. 

the  convulsions  being  subdued,  a  com-  rest,  power  is  acquired  and  sustained, 

mon  bandage  and  splints  were  again  On    tne    contrary,  if  their  action  is 

used.  Though  the  convulsions  affected  prolonged,  or  too  frec^uently  repeated, 

both  arm  and  leg,  and  splints  were  their  power  of  contraction  is  diminished, 

only  applied  to  the  former,  the  boy  had  and,  tor  a  time,  no  effort  of  the  will  can 

recovered  the  use  of  both  extremities  in  restore  it. 

six  weeks.  This  is  familiarly  illustrated  in  aevere 

We  see  the  same  effects  produced  in  and  old -standing,  cases  of  luxation, 
the  worst  forms  of  chorea,  where  the  where,  by  lonff  and  continued  extension 
convulsions  are  so  severe  that  the  pa-  of  the  limb,  the  muscular  energy  be-* 
tient  has  to  be  held  down  in  bed:  comes  exhausted,  and  the  bone  ia 
whilst  the  restraint  is  continued  the  readily  replaced.  We  know  also  that 
violence  of  the  motions  is  soon  suffi-  rest  does  not  restore  a  part  aeldom 
ciently  relieved  to  enable  the  child  to  brought  into  action  in  the  same  pro- 
walk;  but  when  it  is  removed,  a  length  portion  as  when  it  has  been  accustomed 
of  time  frequently  elapses  before  a  cor-  to  regular  exercise ;  and  if  uncombined 
responding  improvement  is  noticed.  with  exercise  it  weakens  it.    A  certain 

in  each  case,  considering  the  affection  degree  therefore  of  excitement  and  rest 
to  have  originated  from  some  irritation  is  necessary  for  the  support  and  increase 
in  the  alimentary  canal,  as  hardened  of  the  muscular  energy.  These  facts 
faecesy  &c.,  I  began  wdth  the  admini-  are  well  exemplified  in  squinting,  and 
stration  of  purgatives,  repeated  during  had  they  been  attended  to  in  the  early 
the  progress  of  the  complaint  as  they  treatment  of  that  affection  would  have 
were  required;  and  whilst  the  splints  prevented  the  necessity  of  having  re* 
were  had  recourse  to,  small  doses  of  course  so  frequently  to  the  lately  dis- 
carbonate  of  iron  were  given  to  im-  covered  and  ingenious  operation ;  es* 
prove  the  svstcm;  Every  three  or  four  pecially  in  those  cases  arising  from 
days  the  splints  were  removed,  and  the  imitation,  or  where  the  tendency  to  it 
limb  exercised,  to  prevent  stiffness  of  is  first  produced  from  the  nurse  carry- 
the  joints,  and  to  assist  in  recovering  ing  the  child  in  one  position,  or  from 
the  power  of  the  will~over  the  affected  allowing  some  part  of  tne  dress  to  inter- 
muscles.  When  they  were  discontinued,  fere  witn  the  axis  of  vision.  The  con- 
periodical  exercise  and  the  cold  bath  sequence  is,  that  the  axis  of  one  eye  is 
were  used  to  re-establish  the  necessary  directed  to  some  prominent  object  out 
vigour  of  the  frame,  and  thus  prevent  of  the  field  of  vision  of  the  other,  which 
a  return  of  the  disease,  which  not  un-  being  frequently  repeated  destroys  the 
frequently  occurs.  harmony  between  the  two  eyes :  the 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  might  one  most  exercised  acquiring  strength, 
be  inferred  that  this  plan  of  treatment  the  other,  from  want  of  it,  becoming 
is  chiefly  applicable  to  those  cases  weaker.  By  this  means  the  eyes  are 
where  the  disease  exists  almost  solely  adapted  to  vision  at  diflferent  distances, 
from  habit.  By  considering  the  general  which,  if  not  checked,  renders  the 
principles  of  physiolo^^  we  shall  find  faulty  eye  perfectly  useless.  So  far  as 
that  it  may  be  used  with  advantage  in  my  experience  eoes,  it  is  in  cases  thus 
recent  cases,  after  the  exciting  cause  produced  that  tne  operation  appears  to 
has  been  removed,  being  peculiarly  nave  been  most  successful,  if,  how- 
adapted,  by  allowing  of  the  regular  ever,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  affection, 
application  of  exercise  and  rest,  for  a  plan  of  treatment  nad  been  adopted 
restoring  the  affected  muscles  to  their  in  accordance  with  the  above  pnnci- 
healthy  condition,  Just  as  sleep  recruits  pies,  a  cure  might  have  been  established 
the  faculties  of  feeling  ana  motion,  without  having  recourse  to  Uie  knife, 
wearied  by  the  exertions  of  the  day.  The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to 
For  we  are  well  aware  that  muscular  those  cases  of  spinal  curvature  depend- 
energy  depends  on  the  contraction  of  ing  on  muscular  contraction  which  have 
the  muscular  fibres  having  intervals  of  received  partial  benefit  from  division  of 
relaxation ;  that  in  proportion  as  their  the  affected  muscles.  If,  in  the  corn- 
action  is  increased  and  accelerated,  mencement  of  the  complaint,  instead 
subsequent  rest  is  required  to  restore  of  rest  and  the  recumbent  position  (the 
the  same  quantity  ot  power  that  has  means  formerly  adopted  in  dmost  ^1 
been  consumed;  and  that,  by  the  cases  of  spinal  distortion),  the  indivi- 
regular   alternation   of    exereise   and  dual  had  been  placed  under  the  influence 
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of  Calisthenic  exercises,  a  more  effec-  duals,  I  may  mention  that  one  of  the 

toal  and  permanent  cure  would  have  children,  previously  to  the  attack  of  cho- 

been  produced   than  we  can  ever  ei-  rea,  had  a  very  obstinate  cough,  which 

pect  to  obtain  from  the  operation.    ^  seized  her  in  paroxysms  not  imlike  the 

The  value  of  exercise  in  subduing  hooping-cough.      After  being  under 

those  diseases  whose  duration  and  in-  treatment  for  some  time,  with  but  slight 

tensity  are  increased  from  habit,  is  also  improvement,  I  ascertained  that  the 

well  shewn  in  stammering,  which  fre-  attack  usaally  came  on  when  her  father 

auently  depends  on  a  want  of  influence  of  entered  the  h  ouse  to  his  meals,  and  that 

\ie  will  over  the  muscles  of  respiration ;  when  she  was  suddenly  surprised  it  ire- 

or,  as  a  writer  in  the  GaEette  M^icale  quently  ceased.     I  accordingly  ordered 

observes,  "Its  essential  character  con*  some  nauseous  draught  to  be  given  when- 

fiists  in  a  convulsive  condition  either  of  ever  she  couched.     In  six  da^s  it  was 

a  tetanic  or  choreic  character  of  the  reduced  to  a  slight  hacking,  which  very 

respiratory  function,  the  effect  of  which  soon  disappeared.    Other  instances  of 

is  either  to  disturb  more  or  less,  or  the  effect  or  habit  in  protracted  diseases 

altogether  prevent,  the  articulation  of  might  be  mentionea,  but  the  object  of 

sounds.     What  takes  place  in  the  lips,  this  communication  is  chiefly  to  direct 

tongue,  and  throat,  is  altogether  acces-  attention  to  the  treatment  oi  chorea, 

aory,  and  according  to  which  of  these  The  plan  recommended  may  be  easily 

parts  is  chiefly  aflScted   the  different  combined    with    the    means    usually 

varieties  of  the  infirmity  are  produced.''  adopted,   viz.   purgatives    and  tonics. 

— Johnson's  Review,  1839.     The  ac-  The  former  will  remove  any  irritative 

curacy  of  any  theory  concerning  a  dis-  matter  that  may  be  collected  in  the 

ease  is  best  tested  by  its  effect  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  and  regulate  its  fiinc- 

treatment.    Now  of  all  the  numerous  tion ;    the  latter  will  strengthen  the 

methods  proposed  for  the  cure  of  stam-  system,  and  assist  in  correcting  that 

mering,  tnose  are  the  most  successful  irritable  condition  of  the  body  which 

which  are  founded  on  the.  above  views,  has  rendered  it  prone  to  the  affection ; 

Thus  it  has  been  long  known  that  by  whilst  the  splints,  bv  allowing  of  the 

taking  a  deep  inspiration  at  the  com-  regular  alternation  of^rest  and  exercise, 

mencementofeach  sentence,  and  mark-  wul  restore  the  influence  of  the  will 

ing  the  time  in  speaking  by  regular  over  the  affected  muscles,  also  break 

movements,  as  in  music,  stammering  through  that habitusd  disposition  which 

may  be  cured.    But  these  two  means,  nervous  and  spasmodic  actions  are  so 

simple  as  they  appear,  are  very  difficult  liable  to  produce. 

to  oring  into  operation,  especially  in  Of  course  the  splints  can  only  be 

children,  for  reasons  previously  men-  used  when  the  disease  is  confined  to 

tioned.    Sometimes  spontaneous  cures  one  or   two  extremities.     When  the 

are  said  to  take  place,  as  age  advances ;  whole  bodv  is  aiTected,  some  other  plan 

but  I  believe  that  upon  careful  inquiry  must  be  adopted.  In  tiie  severest  cases, 

they  will  be  found  to  have  depended  in  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  volume  of 

a  great  measure  on  the  individual's  the  convulsions  is  soon  subdued   by 

own  exertion  in  overcoming  the  affec-  tyinj^  the  patient  down  in  bed  with  the 

tion.    It  is,  then,  with  the  intention  stnught-waistcoat.       Perhaps  if   this 

of   increasing   the   influence    of  the  remedy  was  continued  for  a    longer 

will  over  the  affected  muscles,  that  gym-  time,  the  rest  and  restraint  may  suffi- 

nastic  exercises  have  been  so  strongly  ciently  overcome  the  severity  of  the 

recommended.       "  Indeed,"    as    the  affection  to  permit  the  application  of 

above  mentioned  writer  remarks,  "  it  the  splints. 

has  been  by  their  influence  in  regulat-  The  comparative  infi-equency  of  cho- 

ing  the  act  of  breathing  that  the  efli-  rea  in  private  practice  must  be  mv 

cacy  of  the  various  means  which  have  apology  for  this  premature  communi- 

been  recommended  and  found  useful,  in  tion.     Should  any  of  my  professional 

the  treatment  of  stammering,  is  to  be  brethren  be  induced  to  try  the  means 

accounted  for.   In  this  way  tne  practice  suggested,  I  should  be  obliged  if  they 

of  declaiming  on  the  sea-shorCf  with  a  womd  favour  me  with  their  results*. 

pebble  in  his  mouth,  cured,  it  is  said,     — - — 

Demosthenes   of  old.      As    a    further  *  Ii  would  be  premature  to  make  any  remarka 

aijuteition  of  haWt  in  prolonging  di.-  2i«»^"^S»!rSriS'«pS^  tt 

ease  m  nervous  and  excitable  mdivi-  reputation  ahaU  hare  ftiiiyinveiSffatedtbem. 

701.^xxviii.  S 
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CASES,  WITH  OBSERVATIONS,  •ubsequeafly  KiUfatkra.     Unacr  thii  t«tt- 

ment  the  lymptoms  gradaaUy  subaded,  the 

By  C.  M.  DuRRANT,  M.D.,  Ipswich.  legophony    merging    into    bronchophony, 

while  the  natunl  Tericolar  murmur    was 

[For  the  Medical  Gazette,']  jjeard  progrewivcly  resuming  its  distinctness 

throughout  the  diseased  portion  of  lung. 

Case  1,-^Pneumonia,  with  eeeretionqf  air  F~n>  this  period  the  patient  slowly  re- 

into  the  cavity  qf  the  pleura,— Recwery.  cohered. 

L.  D.,  ast.  34,  of  leucophlegmatic  habit,        OBS.--Without  entering  in  detail  on 

after  exposure  to    cold,    was  seized  with  the    individual   pneumonic  symptoms 

rigor,  followed  by  the  usual  symptoms  of  which    presented    themselves   in    the 

acute  pneumonia  in  the  lower  lobe  of  left  above    patient,    I    have    nevertheless 

lung.     On  examination,  the  general   and  deemed  it  a  case  of  considerable  interest, 

auscultatory  phenomena  were  well  marked,  and  one  prompting  a  few  remarks  both 

the  disease  having  reached  the  stage  of  hepa-  in   reference    to    the    symptoms    and 

tixation,  around  the  margin' of  which  the  ex-  treatment.      Previous   to  the   relapse, 

istence  of  crepitation  further  indicated  its  the  disease  presented  no  feature  worthy 

prognasive  extension.    He  was  twice  bled  ^f    note :    subsequently,  however,  we 

fromthe  arm,  leeched,  put  on  the  antimonial  fi^^  ^  ^^      j^ts  to  which  especial  at- 

treatment,     and     subsequently     bhstered.  Mention  may  be  directed. 
TTiese^  remedies  qu|dcly  reUeved  ^more        5^^^  ^jf^  expectoration.     This,   in 

retai^in^'^nth'e'diliSed  portion  ^lun^^  ^^^   ^f«*  f/  .??'"7  ^'*^T'   "   * 

when,  from  a  slight  indiscretion  in  diet,  or  symptom  of  decided  value,  and  one  re- 

from  some  unknown  cause,  the  disease  re-  3P""fif  ^"^  ^°  careful  examination. 

Upsed  with  a  considerable  aggravation  of  the  The  expectoration  m  pneumonia,  as 

symptoms.  stated  by  most  authors,  is  considered 

The  dyspnoea  was  very  urgent ;  the  pulse  pathognomonic  of  the  disease :    that 

96,  and  small ;    cough  very  frequent,  and  such  is  the  case  when  coexistent  with 

hacking ;  expectoration  in  small  quantities,  other  general  and  stethoscopic  pheno- 

of  a  yellowish-green  colour,  muco-purulent,  mcna,  I  admit ;  but,  as  in  the  present 

and  very  offensive ;  constant  pain  in,  and  instance,  and  in  many  others,  as  is  well 

total  inability  of  lying  on  the  affected  side :  known  to  the  practical  observer,  it  is 

on  percussion  a  tympanitic  clearness  was  liable  to  frequent  diversities,  both  in 

eUdted  between  the  fifth  and  seventh  ribs  of  colour,    quality,  and    odour.      In  the 

same  side :  respiratory  murmur  at  this  spot  p^egent  case,  the  greenish  muco-pum- 

inaudible-m  other  portions  of  lung  natural,  f^^^         ^^  ^^j^  ^jf^  faintly  gangi^nous 

with  an  occasional  large  mucous  rhoncus:  «j«„,  \„    '  «#:^_^^„„«^  „„;_5;^-.*;„^ 

distinct  bronchophony,^ost  amounting  at  ^°^''  ^^'^  of  importance,  as  indicative 

times  to  pectoriloquy;  over  diseased  portion,  °^  «^^^.  P°;r™T?;  ^^"^^  "^^^^ 

heard  boTanteriori;  and  posterioriy.    A  companying  bronchitis,  wid  an  evident 

bellows  sound  was  now  Audible  with  both  tendency  to  gangrenous  degeneration, 
strokes  of  the  heart,  but  did  not  extend        The  next  point  of  interest  is  the 

widely  over  the  chest,  and  existed  only  during  t^panitic  sound  as  elicited  on  pereus- 

one  day.  sion  over  the  seat  of  the  disease.    This 

He  was  again  put  on  the  antimonial  treat*  phenomenon  was  first  pointed  out  by 

ment  without  relief;  tiie  symptoms  some*.  i>r.  Graves,  of  Dublin;  in  whose  case 

what  improved,  but  the  cough,  pain  in  the  it  evidently  proceeded  from  an  effusion 

side,  and  foetid  expectoration,  still  continued ;  of  air  into  the  serous  cavity,  generated 

the  pulse  ranging  between   90  and  100,  by  secretion.    That  such  was  the  case 

smaU  and  irritable.      The  stethoscope  indi.  in  the  present    instance   I  am    fully 

nted  tiie  disease  in  the  same  stage,  but  now  satisfied ;  and  from  its  position  over  the 

become  latent,  and  at  ^  period  was  heard  ^^y^^      ^ion  of  lung,  we  obtained  at 

beneath  the  angle  of  left  scapuU  imperfect  ^he  sa^e  time  the  two  somewhat  oppo- 


■gophony.  ..foUowedbTa    "te  signs j  vi«  tympanitic clearnesion 


Local  depletion  by  leedies, 


eurial  treatment  was  now  substituted  for  the  ^^**  absence  of  rftle  or  mnnnur  on 

antimonial,  in  combination  with  digitalis,  auscultation.    The  appearance  of  this 

Dover'spowder,  and  tiie  iodide  of  potassium,  preternatural  clearness,    as  usual    m 

The  mercury  (Hydrarg.  c.  Crctft)  rapidly  these  instances,  was  sudden;    but  its 

affected  the  system,  producing  considerable  subsidence,  contrary  to  the  ordinary 

tenderness,    and  finally  ulceration  of  the  termination  as  remarked  by  authors, 

gums,  a  coppery  eruption  on  the  legs,  and  was  gradual.    Thatit  was  not  stomachal 
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ekarness  is  evident,  from  its  situa-  the  nature,  extent,  and  progress  of  the 
tion  as  well  as  from  the  differential  disease.  In  some  individimls,  for  in- 
sounds  produced  by  percussion.  In  stance,  in  perfect  health,  there  exists 
this  case  I  fully  verined  the  remark  loud  resonance  of  voice  under  both 
made  by  Dr.  Stokes,  when  alluding  to  clavicles :  again,  instances  have  been 
the  sound  caused  by  a  distended  recorded  in  which  the  voice  beneath 
stomach,  and  that  by  an  accumulation  both  scapulae  constantly  preserved  the 
of  air,  who  styles  the  one  **  a  tympa-  cegophonic  character.  Such  being  the 
nitic  dulness ;"  the  other,  **  a  tympa-  case,  no  prudent  physician,  however 
nitic  clearness."  versed  in  stethoscopic  practice,    will 

These  cases  have  been  confounded  venture  to  pronounce  iiis  diagnosis, 
with  abscess,  fistula,  &c. :  by  marking  without  due  comparative  examination. 
the  position  and  extent  of  the  clear  ^gophony  is  occasionallv  heard  also, 
souna,  together  fnth  the  absence  of  the  as  stated  by  Stokes,  and  others,  during 
other  signs  of  these  lesions,  we  shall,  I  the  resolution  from  hepatization,  as 
tlunk,  find  no  difiSiculty  in  establishing  well  as  in  the  stage  of  purulent  infiltra- 
a  correct  diagnosis.  tion.     In   the  present   instance   the 

In  the  above  patient  a  distinct  bruit  cegophony  was  evidently  the  result  of 
de  soufllet  accompanied  both  sounds  of  sudden  but  slight  efinsion ;  since,  im- 
the  heart,  but  existed  only  during  one  mediately  on  the  detection  of  the  sgo- 
day.  A  similar  circumstance  is  no-  phony,  the  patient  admitted  he  could 
ticed  by  Dr.  Graves  as  occurring  in  the  now  lie  easier  on  the  affected  side : 
case  of  tympanitic  clearness  alluded  to  still,  however,  on  attempting  to  recline 
above.  In  that  case  the  bellows  sound  on  the  healthy  side,  there  was  neither 
was  not  confined  to  the  region  of  the  dyspnoea,  nor  any  aggravation  of  thie 
heart,  but  was  audible  over  the  front  of  more  prominent  symptoms, 
the  chest  In  my  patient,  on  the  con-  That  the  resolution  of  solidity  is  not 
trary,  it  was  limited  to  the  cardiac  always  accompanied  by  a  return  of  the 
space.  Dr.  Graves  mentions  another  crepitating  rdle,  the  above  case  demon- 
symptom  as  occurring  in  tlie  same  in-  strates :  this  fact,  though  contrary  to 
mviaual ;  viz.  throbbm^  of  the  chest,  the  statement  of  Laennec,  is  noticed 
synchronous  with  the  neart's  action :  by  Dr.  Stokes  in  his  valuable  treatise 
this  phenomena  did  not  obtain  in  the  on  diseases  of  the  chest.  In  the  above 
case  under  consideration.  patient,  the  rhonchua  crepitans  redwe  of 

Dr.  Stokes  attributes  the  bruit  de  Laennec  was  distinctly  audible  previous 
soufiHet in  Dr.  Graves's  case,  to  pericar-  to  the  relapse:  subsequently  to  this 
ditis,  or  endocarditis,  renderea  latent  occurrence,  however,  although  the 
by  being  complicated  with  pneumonia,  solidity  has  slowly  and  progressively 
In  the  &regoing  case  I  attributed  the  resolved,  no  rhonchus  of  any  kind,  in- 
bellows  sound  to  increased  irritability  of  dicating  this  change,  could  be  detected, 
the  heart,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  so  but  a  mdually  increasing  return  of  the 
frequently  heard  in  nervous  irritability,  natural  vesicular  murmur, 
functional  affections  of  the  organ,  &c.  Contraction  of  the  chest  is  not  an 
and  unconnected  with  existing  disease  unfrequent  occurrence  during  the  pro- 
in  this  viscus.  gress  of  chronic  pneumonia.   It  appears 

The  last  symptom  I  shall  notice  is  to  exist  principally  in  cases  in  which 
the  occurrence  of  the  eegophony.  It  is  the  lower  lobe  of  the  lun^  has  continued 
now  admitted  by  the  greater  number  of  for  a  considerable  period  in  an  indurated 
practical  authors  on  thoracic  diseases,  and  impervious  condition.  In  the  pre- 
that  the  signs  of  eegophony  and  pecto-  ceding  case  the  chest  was  measured  at 
riloquyare,  if  taken  singly,  and  without  the  time  of  commencing  the  mercurial 
comparison,  the  two  most  fsdlacious  of  treatment,  when  the  diseased  side,  at  its 
all  the  auscultatory  phenomena.  These  lower  portion,  measured  an  inch  and  a 
signs  are  only  valuable  as  occurring  half  less  than  the  opposite  one.  During 
sinffly  and  without  coexisting  symptoms  convalescence  it  was  interesting  to  ob- 
in  the  opposite  side.  The  necessity  of  serve  the  pro^ssive  expansion  of  the 
comparative  examination  in  all  stethos-  affected  side,  in  perfect  accordance  with 
copic  investigations  cannot  be  too  the  gradual  reappearance  of  the  respi- 
strOngly  enforced,  since  it  is  by  com-    ratory  murmur. 

parison  alone  that  we  are  enabled  to       In  the  treatment  of  acute  pneumonia, 
lorm  anything  like  a  just  estimate  of   there  appears  little  diversity  of  opinion 
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respecting  the  utility  of  blood-letting  j  patient  be  young  and  vigorous  j  if  the 

but  in  reference  to  the  period  for  ab-  disease  be  recent,  and  assume  an  in- 

stracting  blood,   the  ouantity  drawn,  flammatory  type  ;    if    the  crepitating 

and  the   repetition    oi    the    measure,  rdle  be  still  audible,  either  generally, 

practitioners  are  l)y  no  means  so  fully  or  around  tlie  solidified  portion,  indS- 

agreed.       Without    entering    on    the  eating  an  extension  of  the  disease,  then 

various  opinions  of  authors,   I    shall  in  general  we  shall  find  the  antimonial 

merely  briefly  state  the  summary  of  my  treatment  attended    by   success.     But 

own  views  in  reference  to  general  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  case  be  one  of 

local  blood-letting.  relapse,  and  especially  if  it  have  in  the 

In  an  attack  of  acute  pneumonia,  if  first  instance  been  treated  by  antimony; 

we  are  fortunate  enougli   to  see   the  if  the  hepatization  remain  stationary, 

patient  at  the  very  onset  of  the  disease,  without  sie^s  of    resolution  ;    if  the 

even  before  the  crepitating  rAle  is  fully  powers  of  life  be  low,  or  the  disease  be 

developed,  and  local  excitement  of  the  complicated,  or  assume  a  typhoid  cha- 

organ  is  the  chief  symptom,  this  un-  racter,  in  these  cases  the    mercurial 

doubtedly  is  the  period  in  which  vene-  treatment  is  decidedly  to  be  preferred 

section  will  produce  the  most  decided  and  adopted.    The  manner  in  which 

impression  ;  next  to  this,  and  the  one  the  patient  has  borne    the    previous 

in  w^hich  we  arc  most  frequently  called  bleeding,  added  to  the  firmness  of  the 

upon  to  act,  is  during  the  stage  of  san-  coagulum,  will  afford  material  assistance 

guineous  congestion,  in  the  choice  of  the  remedy.     My  ex- 

At  the  first  bleeding  I  have  seldom  perience  does  not,  I  confess,  bear  out 

found  it  necessary  to  abstract  beyond  the  utility  of  prescribing  such  large  doses 

twelve  to  sixteen  ounces  :  this  measure  of  tartar  emetic  as  are  recommended 

I  generally  follow  by  the  application  by    many   authors.      I    have    seldom 

of  at  least  a  dozen  leeches,  which,  in  found  it  necessary  to  order  larger  doses 

this  instance,  I  prefer  to  cupping :  on  than  one-third  to  half  a  grain  repeated 

their  removal   a  large  cataplasm  ap-  at  inter>'als  of  three  or  four  hours ;  the 

plied  over  the  bites  affords  m  general  tolerance   has  soon   been  established, 

much  relief.  and  the    disease    in    general    yielded 

A  repetition  of  the  venesection  will  readily.     In  the  adoption  of  the  mer- 

be  called  for,   should  the  symptoms,  curial  treatment,  the  system  should  be 

after  the  lapse  of  some  hours,  still  con-  affected  as  early  as  possible,  and  in  the 

tinue  with  equal  intensity:  from  nine  mildest  manner :  small  doses  of  calomel 

to  twelve  ounces  in  the  second  bleeding  and  opium,  of  Hydr.  c.  Cretd,  with 

will  suffice.     Seldom  is  it  necessary,  Dover's  powder,  will  in  general  fulfil 

in  my  opinion,  to  repeat  the  general  everyintention  required,  the  absorption 

blood-letting  more  frequently  than  as  after  bleeding  being  usually  rapid  and 

above  directed  :  not  so,  however,  with  easy.     In  the  use  of  this  remedy,  as  of 

respect  to  the  local  abstraction  of  blood  the  former,  I  am  averse  to  the  heroic 

by  leeches,  which  should  be  repeated  doses  of    ten   and  twelve   grains    of 

daily,  or  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  calomel,    as    recommended    by    some 

days,  until,  directed  by  the  stethoscopic  waiters  on  pneumonia, 

and  general  signs,  we  are  convinced  Dr.  Chnstison,  in  a  recent  paper  •, 

of   a    permanent    mitigation    of    the  strongly  recommends  the  revival  of  the 

symptoms ;  even  should  we,  as  is  fre-  practice  of  treating  acute  internal  in- 

quently  necessary  in  the  adynamic  or  fiammation  by  full  doses  of  opium  after 

typhoid  variety,  be  compelled  at  the  blood-letting. 

same  time  to  support  the  strength  with  The  adoption  of  counter-irritation, 

food  and  even  stimulants.  and  especially    bUsterin^,    has  given 

After  bleeding,  the  next  most  impor-  rise  to  occasional  discussion,  and  some 

tant  remedies  to  be  considered  are  an-  difference  of  opinion.     Without  ana- 

*  timony  and  mercury ;  these,  with  vene-  lyzing  the  views  of  authors  on  this 

section,  have  been  not  inappropriately  subject,  I  may  briefly  state,  that  after 

termed  the  "  physician's  sheet  anchor."  the  removal  of  the  inflammatory  symp- 

In  the  selection  of    either  of   these  toms,  when  the  pulse  is  soft,  and  tne 

remedies,  very  much  must  doubtless     

depend  on  the  peculiar  features  and  .  gj,^^^^  „          j^^  ^  ^^^  3^. 

circumstances  of   the  case.      If  the  enceforFeb.  I84i. 


DR.  DURRANT'S  CASE  OP  HYDRURIA.  2(J1 

pungent  heat  of  skin  is  somewhat  sub-  Cask  II. — Hydruriaj  with  deposition  of 

dued,  and  especially  in  all  cases   of  Phosphates, 

typhoid  and  complicated  pneumonia,  j^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^    38^    ^^^j^j^g  in    ^^^ 

the  application  of  a  bhster  is  attended  country,  married,  has  had  three  children, 

by  the  happiest  results.     Large  bbsters,  Complained,  on  application,  of  general  de- 

in  the  first  instance,  are  preferable  to  bility  and   depression  of  spirits,   want  of 

small,  since  the  irritation  produced  by  sleep,  with  great  disinclination  for  any  kind 

them  is  by  no   means   commensurate  of  exertion ;  almost  constant  pain  in  front 

with  their  size,  and  the  sanative  effect  part  of  head,  together  with  occasional  severe 

is   much  increased.     When,   however,  pain  in  right  hypochondrium,  not  increased 

the.  disease  has  become  latent,  or  chro-  on  pressure,  with  considerable  weakness  and 

nic,  the  repeated  application  of  small  "  gnawing"  sensation  in  loins,  pubes,  and 

blisteis  'is   of  the  greatest  service  in  thighs.     Her  expression  was  care-worn  and 

promoting  its  resolution.  anxious,  with  an  evident  tendency  to  view 

During  convalescence  I  often   find  all  her  affairs  in  a  dark  light, 

very  considerable  benefit  accme  from  ,  States  she  is  the  subjectof  sbght  pro  apsus 

onfering  the  entire  affected  side  to  be  "i*"'  ^'^  ^"^  ?^  }^^^    eucorrhoeal  dis- 

Ji«'  I,*  ««^  ^^««:««  ,..;*v.  «  ♦..«  charge.     C&tamenia  have  lately  lieen   very 

sponged  m^ht  and  morning  with  a  tur-  j^^,     «,metimes  returning  at  the  fort- 

pentrae  liniment,  a  portion  of  which  ^^j  j^        ^^          ^j       amounting    to 

being    absorbed,    acts    with     double  menorrha^aj  at  which  period  she  suffers 

efficacy.                                                 ^  pain,  but  passes  no  clots ;   has  almost  con- 

A  few  w^ords  on  diet  and  regimen  gtant  desire  to  evacuate  the  bladder.  Com- 
during  convalescence,  will  close  the  plexion  sallow  ;  skin  dry  and  unperspirable ; 
remarKS  I  have  to  make  on  the  treat-  eyes  dull  and  heavy,  the  lower  lid  bounded 
ment  of  this  affection.  Few  diseases  by  a  broad,  dark,  semicircular  line ;  some 
require  the  vio^ilance  of  the  physician  cough,  with  palpitation  of  heart ;  pulse  86, 
more  constantly  during  convalescence,  small,  and  feeble  ;  tongue  moist,  with  white 
in  reference  to  diet,  than  pneumonia,  coating ;  clammy  unpleasant  taste  in  mouth ; 
since  the  slightest  indiscretion,  on  the  no  thirst;  appetite  much  impaired  and  varia- 
part  of  the  patient,  serves  in  many  in-  W«?  occasional  vomiting;  bowels  constipated; 
stances  to  fan  the  waning  disease  ^"^«  limpid,  in  large  quantity,  of  a  pale- 
again  and  again  into  an  active  state,  straw  colour,  becoming  sUghtly  flocculent  on 
After  the  reduction  of  the  inflammatory  joohng,  and  forming  a  pcUicle  on  the  sur- 
symptoms,  the  food  must  at  first  be  face ;  does  not  affect  litmus  paper;  sp.gr. 
J^iu,  f.^-„o.«^„c     f^  ,«V,w.>,  «.«   T«n„  1005;    not  coagulable  by  heat   ormtric 


gressively    increase,    light     puddings,  country.     On  examining  the  chest,  respira- 

with  the  weakest  mutton  or  chicken  tion  was  normal,  but  weak ;  action  of  heart 

broths,  maybe  allowed.     From  this  we  irritable,  free  from  adventitious  sound,  and 

may  ascend  the  scale  to  boiled  sole,  otherwise  natural ;  right,  lobe  of  liver  evi- 

haddock,  or  whiting ;  mutton,  beef,  and  dently  somewhat  enlarged, 

game,  are  the  most  digestible  of  meats ;  The  indications  for  treatment  being  clearly 

after  which  the  patient  may  gradually  the  improvement  of  the  general  health,  after 

return  to  his  usual  fare.      Tne   same  premising  the  use  of  the  perinseum  cushion 

cautions  must  be  strictly  adhered  to  in  and  bandage  (as  recommended  by  the  late 

reference    to    tonics    and    stimulants.  ^^'  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,)  for  the  pro- 

The     temperature    of    the    sick-room  ^^Pf^^  uteri,  she  was  ordered  a  stiniulating 

should  never  exceed  60-  Fahrenheit,  embrocation  to  be  applied  to  the  side  mght 

flannel  should  be  worn  next  the  skin  ^^  ""^"""S'  '^"'^  ^^  io\\o^smg  medicme  :- 

on  recovery;  and,  as  early  as  convales-  R  Pil*  R^ei  Comp.  gr.  vij. ;   Ex.  Hyos- 

ccnce  permits,  change  of  air,  if  com-  cyam.   gr.   iij.   Ft.  pil.  dua;    om.    n. 

patible  with  the  patient's  circumstances,  sumend. 

will  prove  of  especial  benefit.     I  need  R  Sodoe   Carbon.  5j. ;    Inf.   Gentian  c. 

scarcely  add,  in  cases  of  latent  or  chro-  Sy*  5  Tinct.  Rhei  Co.,  Syr.  Zingib.aa. 

nic  pneumonia,  the  necessity  of  con-  5^^-,  M*   samat  cochlearia  duo  magn. 

stant  and  accurate  stethoscopic  explo-  ^er  in  die. 

ration,   with  a  view  to  guard   agfunst  in  a  fo.v  days  she  reported  herself  better ; 

and  detect  the  earliest  appearance   of  bowels  now  regular,  no  return  of  menor. 

tubercle,  especially  if  phtnisis  be  here-  rhag^'a ;    urine  still  in  large  quantity,  and 

ditary  in  the  family.  pale;  sp.  gr.  1006 :         ''"      -newhat  im^ 
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prored ;  has  slept  better ;    «kln  oontinQefl  pervades  the  system.    With  ft  view  to 

dry,  harsh,  and  unperspirable.  the  first  intention  the  diet  must  he  care- 

Contin.  Mistnr.    p,  PIL  Rhd  Co.  gr.  ▼. ;  fully  regulated,  no  more  food  heing 

ft.  Pit.  om.  nocte  samend.    9,  Pulv.  allowed  than  the  stomach  will  easily 

Ipecac.  Co.  gr.  x. ;  ft.   Pnlr;  o.  n.  and  completely  digest;  and  this  should 

sumend.  he    selected  with    reference    hoth    to 

Did  not  retora  for  some  days,  when  she  hghtness  and  nutritious  quality.    The. 

stated  she  felt  much  more  languid  and  de-  quantity  of  fluid  allowed  should  he  no 

pressed  both  in  mind  and  body,  all  her  more  than  is  absolutely  requisite ;  and 

symptoms  hafing  returned,  with  the  addition  must  not  he  permitted  to  he  taken  with 

of  a  copious  deposit  of  **  white  powder"  in  a  view  to  quench  the  sometimes  immo- 

her  urine,  which  still  continued  to  annoy  derate  thirst. 

her,  both  by  its  qwntity  and  the  frequent        a  warm  hath  taken   on   alternate 

desire  to  empty  the  bladder.    On  examma.  j^^^^  jg  frequently  of  great  service. 

tton  itwas  now  alkalme,  of  the  nme  low  ^fe   medicm^   mcwt   usiful    in    this 

^flc  gravity,  not  <»agu]abk,  and  the  de-  affection  are,  the  vegetable  and  ferru- 

positsohibleonf^towlditionofmtocacid^^  ginous  tonics,  comhined  with  opium. 

H  Tlnct.  OpU  3j.;    Acidi    Nitr.    Dil.  ^^^^^  ^^  phosphatic  diathesis  pre- 

3vij.     M.    Sumat.  gtt.  xx. ;   ter  die  ^^^    ^^^  ^^^^  mineral  acids,   with 

«aqu4.     Contm.  P.  Ipecac.  Co. om.  ^^^^^ ^  prescribed  in  the  ahove  case, 

^^      •         ,.    ..       .^  .   .  are  especially  indicated.  Ten  or  twelve 

On  next  appbcahon  die  was  much  im-  ^^^^  ^f  Dover's  powder  should  be 

FiT''^  ^.,  :^V,       "*  ^f  ^'P'"  '  taken  every  night  at  bed-time,  which 

MLJ^.n^  1  o^R  "^^^  ^'  '^"^  may  be  repeated  with  advantage  in 

decreased;  sp.gr.  1008.  ^^^^    dosw    during   the    day.      The 

Contin.  Medicament.    Aug.  Tinct.  Opu  \yowe\B  must  be  carefully  regulated  by 

^  ^^J'  mild  aperients :  a  combination  of  aloes. 

From  this  period  her  health  was  considera-  rhubarb,  and  hyoscyamus,  with  from 

bly  restored ;    she  was  gaining  flesU  and  half  to  a  grain  of  ipecacuanha,  will  in 

strength,  and  expressed  herself  very  gniteful  creneral  fiSfil  every  intention.     In  the 

for  the  benefit  reoetved.    The  urine  still  re-  foregoing  case  the  aloes,  for  evident 

mained  in    somewhat  abnormal  quantity;  reasons,  was  omitted.    Merourials,  in 

sp.gr.  1.012;  was  ordered  to  continue  the  this  affection,  are  injurious.    Flannel 

medime,  did  not  agam  apply,  snd  I  have  ^^^^^^  ^e  worn  next  the  skm. 
sinoe  heard  she  "  is  doing  finely." 

^  -,,       -  -,.    J  J  Cask  III. — Dymria  following  an  attack 

Obs. — ^The  above  case  aflfords  a  good  '  (^measkf 

iUiytration  of  the  generd  symptoms  of       ^j^^  ^  ^^    1 J  ^^  ^ 

hydruna,  coexisting  with  those  which  ^  j^^^^^.^^  wi  attacked  with  rubeoUin  its 

so  frequently  obtam  towards  the  close  ^n,  jg  uncompUcatcd  form.     In  a  few  days, 

of  the  menstrual  secretion.  The  absence  howeycr,  the  symptoms  assumed  a  conai- 

of  thirst  in  the  present  instance  deserves  derable  degree  of  severity,  being  complicated 

notice,  since  the  desire  for  drinks,  in  all  with  sore-throat,  and  a  smart  attack  of  acute 

cases  characterized  by  an  increased  flow  bronchitis.    Complained  of  headache;  pulse 

of  urine,  is  in  general  one  of  the  most  90,  small  and   feeble ;    bowels   confined ; 

prominent,  and  frequently  a  very  dis-  tongue  red  at  apex  and  edges,  coated  in  the 

tressing  symptom,  especially  as,  in  re-  centre ;  eyes  suffused ;  urine  natural  in  quan- 

ference  to  the  treatment,  it  is  necessary  tity,  high  coloured,  strongly  acid,  depositing 

to  regulate  the  quantity  of  fluids  taken,  *  red  sediment,  not  coagulable.    Leeches 

with  a  view  to  curtail  the  function  of  ^©re  applied  to  the  chest,  general  blood- 

the  kidneys  as  much  as  possible.  letting  being  deemed  inadvisable  from  A« 

Another  point  deserving  attention  is  ^  V^  depression ;  purgatives  and  dia- 

the  low  sp^ific  gravity  of  the  urine.  P^"^  T'*/*!T''f*^::S*^ 

Ti,,'-  o,i^»,^«-/^n«  ^^ai^^A  ^<%n«f«nf  «>«%/9  of  carbonate  of  soda,  to  neutralise  the  hyper- 

Thissymntomremamed  constant,  and,  ^jity  of  the  urine     Under  this  treatocat 

as  far  as  t  could  ascertain  (the  patient  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

residing  m  the  country),  did  not  vary,  ^^^  ^^^^^   y^^^^^  ^^    convalescent, 

as  It  frequently  does,  when  t^en  at  urine  stUl  remamed  add.    The  eruption 

different  periods  of  the  day.  ^^  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  case  was 

In  treating  this  affection  the  prin-  gassing  favourably,  when  the  patient  com- 

cipal  indications  are  the  improvement  pUined  suddenly  of  difficulty  in  making 

of^  the  general  health,  and  the  diminu-  water,  accompanied  with  pain  at  the  neck  of 

tion  of  the  excessive  irritability  which  the  bladder,  sensation  of  heat  in  the  urethra^ 
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and  some  pain  tn  the  lumbar  region.    Pulae  cially  in  a  congested  state  pf  the  vessels 

86,  small  and  weak.    On  examining  the  of  that  membrane,  more  particularly  in 

hypogaatric  region,  alight  pain  and  tender-  the  portion  surrounding  the   neck  of 

neaa  were  experiened  on  preasore ;  the  Upa  the  bladder.    The  irritable  state  of  the 

of  the  urethra  were  iwollen,  and  ita  lining  pay^g  lenders  this  viscus  incapable  of 

Boembrane  redder  than  natural;   the  amaU  containing   more    than  a  very   small 

qoantity  of  urine  pasaed  was  of  a  deep  q^^tity  of  urine,  and  this  irritation 

orange  tmt,  atrongly  acid,  transparent  but  extending  to  the  sphincter  of  the  blad- 

^Poi^^SJ;  ^^^   "^^^rw"  •   ''''       ^'  der  and  Wilson's  muscles,  increases  the 

ap.  gr.  1027,  not  coagukble.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^      ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

Waa  ordered  — Himdinea  xii.  pennneo;  q,  ^^g^  complete  ischuria,  occa- 

aubsequently  to  remam  mawarm  bath,  |iQQally  result 

98<»,  forhalf  anhour ;  stetim  aumat.  Ol.        j^  ^^^  foregi>ing  case,  the  phlogistic 

To  have  Hioat  Salin  Aper.  c.  Antim.  f^^^  ^^  the  mucous  membrane  ajppears 

Pot.  Tart.  gr.  i,  quarta  quftque horA.  ^  ^"^J?  }^  ^^  metastatic  ongin.  for 

*    ''  ^        ^    ^  immediately  on  the  removal   of  the 

Bowela  were  freely  opened.    The  pubea  bronchial  inflammation  we  find  an  at- 

and  perinteum  to  be  aaaiduoualy  fomented,  tack  of  a  similar  nature  set  up  in  the 

Urine  paaaed  more  freely,  both  while  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bUdder. 

patient  remained  m  the  bath,  and  on  leaving        The  introduction  of  the  catheter  has 

It.    Six  more  tocchea  were  -ppbed  to  the  i^^  -^^^    reprobated  in  the  treatment 

penmeum,  and  the  followmg  preacnbed.  ^f  ^y^  affection;  it  should  be  used  only 

$L  Sod«  Carbon.  Sij. ;  Tinct.  Hyoscyam.  as  a  demier  ressort,   other    remedies 

5J.;    Inf.    Sennas    Co.    Juj.;    Miat.  having  proved  ineffectual:  "since  then," 

Camph.  5iv.;    Syr.    Simp.  Si/j.    M.  says  Mr.  Syme.  "  the  additional  irrita- 

Cochl.duomag.4taqq.horA.  ^^^    thus   occasioned    is    more   than 

$L  Pulv.  Ipecac.  .Co.gr.  x.om.noct.  a.;  bia  counterbalanced  by  the  good  effect  of 

in    hcbdom.    doKJcnd    in  Bain.  Cal.  emptying  the  bladder,  which,  when 

J^TLS*  ^^  ''***'  ^  stimulated  by  distention,  reacte  upon 

drank  freely.  ^j^g  spasmodically  contracted  muscles 

Urine  now  became  less  add,  and  waa  pasaed  at  its  neck,  and  increases  their  resis- 
widiout  difficulty.  Sp.  gr.  1*025.  Waa  tance."  If  the  introduction  of  this  in- 
ordered — Tinct.  Ferri  Seaquichlor.  Titx.  strument  be  found  necessary,  its  with- 
ter  die,  and  from  thia  period  he  gradually  drawal  should  be  immediately  followed 
recovered.  by  the  exhibition  of  an  opiate  enema, 

^         ^._    _         -        _  ,  and  after  a  proper  interval  a  full  dose 

Obs. — Difficulty   of  makmg   water  of  castor  oil. 
oocors  more  frequently  during  the  pro-        a  similartreatment  to  that  adopted 

gress  of,  than  subsequent  to,  an  attack  jn  the  preceding  case  will  in  general 

of  rubeola;  it  is  an  affection  of  much  effect  a  cure.    Blood-letting,  especially 

rarer  occurrence  than  many  other  com-  locally  from  the  perinieum,  hot  fomen- 

plications  of  this  disease,  yet  at  the  tations,  the  warm  bath,  full  purging, 

same  time  one  requiring  vigilance  for  followed  by  saline  antimonial  aperients, 

its  early  detection,  and  prompt  treat-  will  usually  afford  speedy  relief,  without 

ment  for  its  cure.  the  aid  of  the  catheter.  Should  complete 

In  the  above  case,  the  occurrence  of  ischuria  supervene,  the  Tinct.   Ferri 

the  symptoms,  and  mode  of  attack,  are  Sesquichlor.,  administered  in  small  and 

well  marked,  together  with  the  effect  repeated  doses,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  con- 

of  the  remedies  employed.    Probably,  tinned  feeeling  of  nausea,  lb  often  of 

had  general  blood-letting  been  had  re-  signal  service. 

course  to  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  

supervention  of  the  acute  bronchitis, 

the  dysuzia  would  not  have  occurred;  A  few 

such,  I  confess,  is  my  present  oninion ;  OBSERVATIONS  ON  INSTINCT,  &c. 

but  so  great  was  the  general  aebUity  

and  depression  caused  oy  the  measles,       _.   ..    .. ,..      ^  ^m.   *,  j-    ,  ^     « 
that,  as  before  stated,  venesection  at       ^^  '*^  ^*'^  '^  '**  ^'^^^^-^  ^«^''''- 
that  period  was  not  thought  advisable.  Sir, 

The  cause  of  this  affection  appears  to  The  following  short  memoir  originated 

consist  in  an  inflamed  condition  of  the  in  memorao£i  which  I  made  whilst 

vesical  mucous  membrane,  and  espe-  engaged  in  reading  an  essay,  or  scries 
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of  essays,  a  considerable  time  past,  in  may  be  without  motion :"  but  if  we 

Blackwood's    Ma^zine,    and   having  apj)ly  to  a  living  orgasm   (any  part 

been  then  too  busily  occupied  in  other  which  is  sensitive  in  a  living  animal 

matters,  I  neglected  and  for  a  long  being)  an  exciting  cause  that  amounts 

time  forgot  the  subject ;  the  writer  in  to    irritation,    we    are    reasonably  to 

"  Blackwood"  tried  to  prove  that  there  infer  that  pain  is  produced,  because 

were   neither  feelings  nor  sensations  violent  action  is  called  forth  in  trying 

in    the    insect    tribe !  which    strange  to  get  rid  of  the  cause  of  annoyance ; 

opinions  I  hope  to  refute,  although  and  how  is  the  living  being  to  call 

he  has  brought  very  powerful  reason-  those  parts  into  action  unless  it  have 

ing  to  support  his  side  of  the  ques-  some    powers    consistent    therewith; 

tion.  unless,  m  fact,  it  have  nerves,  or  some- 

Amongst  his  first  and  leading  pro-  thing  similar,  whether  distinct  to  our 
positions  he  advances  this  one,  wmch,  eves  or  not  ?  It  should  be  recollected 
most  indubitably,  if  he  could  prove,  that  the  only  way  to  account  for  a 
would  very  soon  settle  all  dispute  in  nervous  system  bein^  present  in  the 
the  case :  "  that  th^re  can  be  no  sen-  lowest  grades  of  animal  existence — 
sation  without  distinct  nerves  of  sen-  where  the  most  active  digestion  (and 
sation."  Then  I  answer,  that  if  such  motion  in  some)  go  on,  although 
hold  good,  there  can  be  no  objection  neither  brain  nor  nerves  of  any  kind 
whatever  why  the  following  should  are  to  be  found,  is,  that  the  nervous 
not  be  added  as  a  counterpart  of  matter  is  combined  in  some  hitherto 
that  proposition,  namely,  **  that  there  unknown  way  with  the  general  mass 
can  be  neither  motion  nor  digestion  of  tissues;  and  motion  may  be  the 
without  distinct  nerves  in  accordance  more  inseparable  from  pain,  in  those 
with  these  respective  functions."  So  very  classes  of  which  he  speaks, 
how  this  dilemma  is  to  be  got  clear  ^ust  because  of  the  imperceptibly  and 
of  is  rather  beyond  my  comprehension  inextricably  close  junction  and  in- 
at  present;  because  what  would  be-  terlacement,  or  even  amalgamation, 
come  of  the  Entozoa,  Polypi,  and  of  the  nervous  filaments  of  motion 
such  Hke  creatures,  which  exist  in  and  sensation.  I  may  mention  that 
the  lowermost  grades  of  animal  life?  the  author  to  whose  essays  I  allude 
they  are  long  well  known  to  possess  has  wished  to  be  understood,  if  I 
neither  distinct  nerves  of  motion  nor  mistake  not,  that  the  insects,  &c., 
digestion,  nor  in  fact  distinct  nerves  which  anglers  make  use  of,  suffer 
for  the  performance  of  any  other  no  pain  whatever — no  matter  their 
living  process  in  the  animal  eco-  motions  should  indicate  the  contrary 
nomy.  Consequently,  according  to  the  when  placed  upon  the  fishing-hook ; 
opinion  brought  forward  above,  these  and  this,  forsooth,  by  reason  of  his 
beings  shoula  not  be  possessed  of  not  being  able  to  find  any  distinct 
either  digestion  or  motion ;  but,  rather  nerves  of  sensation  in  them.  Now, 
unfortunately  for  the  soundness  of  by  parity  of  reasoning,  I  think  I 
his  deduction,  these  little  creatures  have  shewn  that  myriads  of  animated 
are  well  known  to  possess  both  motion  beings  should  neither  digest,  move, 
and  digestion ;  ana  on  equal  grounds  smell,  &c,  &c. ;  but  the  conclusion 
I  would  conclude  that  they— even  of  the  argument  is,  they  are  found 
they,  although  so  much  inferior,  so  to  to  do  all  these  things,  although  we 
sp^k,  to  insects — are  possessed  of  sen-  cannot  see  in  them  any  distinct  nerves 
sation  also.  A  German  author  states  to  answer  for  the  performance  of 
that  in  several  animals,  particularly  such  operations.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
among  insects,  an  acute  sense  of  smell  requisite  for  me  to  premise,  that  in 
seems  to  exist,  although  no  part  can  be  man,  &c.,  there  are  distinct  nerves  ap- 
pointed out  in  the  head  which  analogy  propriated  respectively  to  motion — that 
would  justify  us  in  describing  as  a  is,  to  call  the  various  muscles  into 
nose ;  so,  of  course,  no  distinct  nerve  action — and  others  distinct  for  sen- 
of  smell,  when  there  is  no  organ  sation,  which  means  the  common 
apparently  for  it ;  yet  notwithstanmng  sense  of  feeling  or  touch  over  the 
all  that,  thev  are  proved  to  be  en-  body;  like  as  others  distinct  for 
dowed  with  tne  function  of  smell.  vision,  hearing,  &c. :  but  we  are  not 

He   next   advances,  "tiaai   motion  for  a  moment  to  infer  that  if  this 

may  be  without  pain,  and  that  pain  high    state    of    organization    is    not 
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cooiieqoendy    WKoit    he    in    ccncTafis'  vel  kn^vvx  i;-^nMt^^-iw  na^rT-  s^  vti'r 

^rant  of  cjuUiu  fDOirtknw  cr  |k»h=i:  «rt  ▼~iii:-*rfw  kdc  i-siiifC  mrr^-iLrit : 

no ;  we  find  ^btt  trsaai  rhm-.e^rd  tzif  lsj*-  r:i«c:ii:':«-    :^  uh:  i«*xr  lu*^  ihz  I'li:- 

waiied     afancKl     ii>de£TiTielT.    lo    f;ai  n^LttfTLir  "tj-ne  ntf  «x*3.  iij*  ei*T«r*3^i-2 

the  adapcatjoo  for  ibe  varrisr  ccnim-  or  a  ^r  -»  L^i-r.  ti.tk  ?«nii*rr  n  »  jr.fi-jtit 

stances,    medimau    *»d    ccctrr  g^^KTiM^  «f  rL-ijtT  CL^ri-:  ifi«-*irj:*!L  Ti  u*  jiU^e^- 

tio  wfaidl  each  &ad}T  of  bTinx^  teanct  iK»-'»rL<.  n   urmr  m  rfiitn— :r  rwerrtd 

18  anbjected;  and  alihoneii  liit  vrri^n  c^crj-fL  :»ic.'  -t**-  itrrBrr  Trw  eac*^  !:*ij-»a 

may  be   cqaaDr    cbazkced,   yd    L:*«r  or  rtrtln^  p-T^r-^'CL    liijii.  -ptHa.''*  :i»* 

functioiis    aie    fivosd    ocaaiT    a^vart  leii;^  ^rKI«'-r*.1^.T  is  i^ic   ^'p^  2-=>^ 

omflar.  ic»w<T  r;iAM*i^  cf  c.T.:TTai>  » tt*fTt  »-:..  tie 

Itappean  sngnlar  lliat  aar  pn-sm  ficzid   :'>e  sd.^t  x:it:_r'^-a£e  ai.i  is- 

ihoiild  nor  aa  instant  qnestk^s  ttie  t-l.^.  K^i^rL    lia^w  t^.mtr\tr.  CM'jti  wM.  ^whT% 


dity  of  tbe  genoaiiy  reoerred  ^kTL  iiatf    h-«-  z   traf-  er„L«fT  rf-iLirT»-.T    or  tijs:*- 
&C.  iwwiWi  liie  Kuae  <4  fori,    iL**-rr:  a.«  rr-fTtrifle  it.*-  en^irawa*  Ir-oia 


andif  tlicy  poGseas  that  f«iwf.  mrjci:  k    c«<^  i^jt  6  ::<.'iu  t^-f  e:&.-.i27.  Arr,  arid  iLit 
evideneed  ot  the  affj^licaiion  of  exm-    c:mi.r*T-re  i/rei^  ^  la?  «-.i3  ixfer,  ar.i 


uzneJy  aniit  jisit  be    nxirT  ±rii.  ^'?-,  m  ac-iit  of « :_jrf:  is  ex- 
piodneed  in  them  lir  scb;fc:iz^  theai    €2L:.:ft-i  err.sr    a  zr^ezz    hnt.^Litt  or 


to  irritating  erbnuli ;  azid  tins  if  ktjq    m?.^*-d  aelrtf^rr  of  Tr^trr^rt. 
perceived  br  the  TicAent  eflbru  oo  tij«r        If  f>e  tn/jvr  befiTc  2D*-;ticnf^   do 


part,  and  tneK  observations  are  ^'y^    n<:A  adz.:T  »>cr.  trJrr^  iis /et-ttmrr$  in  the 


The  antfnwp,  or  Ceelns  of  imect*,  a  Er>ii«#   ^f-^ri^i    b?    irLstLX^fntd    aai 

teem  to  be  the  very  aanoexitTBtK^  s*<>  h^'TTw-*trDck.  aisaost  cc;l  of  its  ^«7y 

to  speak,  of  Bcn^ititencss,  and  the  9tn«e  exi^teDoe.  br  ytxinz  &  ittryenU  aJthoagh 

of  tooeh  in  spiders  is  well  koovn  to  be  it  hs^  d^«t  fteexu  or  pertiaps  i^«rdL  of 

extremely  acole.     Nov  if  ve  vere  to  ooe  before?     How  ts  ft-ar  prDda?ed  in 

reason  m  lull  analogy  with  oarseiTes,  him  by  rttaeniherinz  aTiy  ihing  korcfui  ? 

we  wooid  say  that  vhaierer  port  is  May  it  ikx  be  prrAuced  by  instinct,  as 

highly  ^■w^pwJ  with    comizKin   muo-  is  atbore  exempli  Sed,  and  that  eqrially 

tion,  such  nmst  in  eqoal  ratio  be  sns-  as   m  here  memoTT  ^cese^ts  ?      i  here 

eeptible  of  pain ;    hot  there  are,  no  are  many  instioctive  actian*  performed 

donbt,  gteat  diTersities  in  amoont  of  where  memory  could  never  have  been 

sensitiTeneaB,  arfaether  general  or  local ;  exerci*^  or  eren  almost  bad  time  to 

88  for  instance  the  homy  eoirafis  of  the  be  cail^  into  action.     What  shews 

inaect  compared  with  the  anteniue ;  or  instinctiTe  fear,  as  also  cantioos  bold- 

oor  own  teeth  and  nails  in  a  diseased  ne$s,  more  than  a  flea?     What  could 

state  compared  with  their  healthy  con-  po^dbly  exhibit  more  the  pleasure  and 

dition :  so  that  a  part  which  may  hare  delight  obtained  by  the  eyes  from  light 

very  little  oonmion  sensation  at  one  than  a  moth,  as  obsen'ed  rushing  to 

time  and  in  one  state,  may  soon  become  and  gyrating    round  the  flame  of  a 

qnite  reversed;  or  a  part  which  has  candle  with  all  the  glee  imaginable, 

considerable  tonch,  and  which  in  the  until  it  become  fsLscinated  so  Far  that 

healthy  state  may  be  stimulated  with-  it  is  induced  to  go  too  near,  and  so, 

oat  causing  much  pain,  yet  if  it  be-  through  its  over  desire  for  enjoying  the 

come  diseased,  and  then  stimulated,  light,To6es  its  life?  We  are  not  required 

will  give  dreadfol  pain.  There  are  other  to  look  on  these  as  what,  in  onr  boond- 

vaxieties  of  sensibility,  as  that  of  the  ed  and  finite  conceptions,  we  might 

stomach,  &c.  $  and  these  vary  very  pe-  almost  consider  mental  operations;  such 

cnliarly,  and  would  be  unknown  to  ns  may  not  be,  and  is  not,  a  proper  term, 

by  any  i^irkwi  reasoning;  such  as  that  But  we  should  recollect  tnat  instinct 

in  caterpillaiB,  whereby  the  poison  of  is   an    all  but   undeviating  intuitiYe 

nettles  is  innocuous;  or  that  in  birds,  by  source  of  the  motives  to  action  in  the 

iHiich  they  can  eat  the  berries  of  thte  lowergrades,  or  rather  in  all  grades:  in 

mezereon.  some  few  matters  purely  instinctive, 

What  is  instinct?    It  appears  in-  not  even  man  excepted,  such  as  the 

scmtable.    A  bee  returns  home  before  sucking  of  the  infant,  &c. ;  and  when 

erening,  as  his  instinct  directs,  and  we  descend  in  the  8<»le  to  insects,  who 
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have  only  what  is  termed  a  ganglionic  consecj^aentW  termed  the  lowest  in  the 

system  of  nerves,  and  who  have,  pro-  gradation  of  animal  organization  ? 

perly  speaking,  no  brain,  and  whilst  Or  how  should  we  be  competent  to 

we  find  among  these  Uttle  creatures  explain  the  state  of  desperation  ex- 

the  most  marvellous  instinctive  actions  hibited  by  the  fly  at  the  sight  of  a 

— actions  far  more  requiring,  in  common  spider?  or  the  manifest  delight  of  a 

parlance,  a  brain,  according  to  phreno-  geometric  net -working  8i>ider   when 

logical  computations,  than  do  the  com-  engaged  whirling  with  rapidity  round 

puatively  few  instinctive  operations  of  a  butterfly,  encirclinsr  and  fettering  its 

the  generality  even  of  the  mammalia —  wings  bv  the  coils  of  the  gossamer-like 

we  are  obliged  to  stop  short,  and  look  thread  tnrown  around  them  ? 

on  with  aomiration  and  amazement,  Or,  to  take  an  instance  in  a  higher 

because  the  lai^ly-developed  cerebra  range,  how  could  the  greatest  philoso- 

or  brains  of  the  mammalia  are  adduced  pher  ever  attempt  to  give  a  rationale 

as  criteria  and  proofs  of  their  sevenil  for  the  apparent  joy,  as  exhibited  by  a 

amounts  of  intelligence :  then  if  such  young  turxey,  just  escaped  that  instant 

were  absolutely  requisite  for  the  deve-  irom  its  shell,  seeing  a  fly,  and  no 

lopment  of  instinct,  &c.  how  will  it  be  sooner   seeing   than   darting   at  and 

explained  that  a  superior  and  greatly  swallowing  it?    Than  this  there  could 

extended  series  of  instincts  exist,  as  in  scarcely  he  adduced  a  more  trite  and 

the  insect  tribe,  where  there  is  nothing  positive  specimen  of  pure  instinct ;  and 

that  can  properly  be  said  to  correspond  many   such,  if  necessary,    mieht  be 

with  the  bram  as  it  exists  in  mammalia,  added,  where  the  actions   could   not 

birds,  &c.  almost  at  all  ?  I)ossibly  result  from  previous  impres- 

An  eminent  author  has  lately  given  sions  dwelling  in  the  memory, 

us  the  following  distinguishing  trait,  as  I  find  I  have  not  yet  exhausted  all 

affording  a  line  of  demarcation  between  my  notes  on  the  subject,  but  shall,  for 

instinct  and  reason: — "that  animals  thepresent,  come  to  a  conclusion:  it  is 

acting  by  instinct  are  rarely,  if  ever,  difiicult  bkinging  such  matters  down 

competent  to  make  the  most  trifling  to  a  state  fitt^  for  the  general  reader, 

changes  in  their  modes  of  action,  no  yet  I  hope,  to  a  certain  extent,  I  have 

matter  what  contingencies  may  occur  succeedea,  as  I  have  excluded  some 

to  require  such  changes."  profound  and  debateable  physiological 

We  must  probably  rest  satisfied  at  points  altogether,which  it  were  scarcely 

present  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  possible  to  render  intelligible,  except- 

our  knowledge  in  many  things;  and,  in  ing  to  those  initiated  in  the  observa- 

reference  to  instinct,  we  are  totally  tional  sciences, 

unable  to  fathom  what  that  is  whicn  I  hope  it  will  now  be  seen   and 

is  implanted  in  the  lower  grades,  we  granted  that  insects,  &c.,  although  not 

shoula  say,  of  aU  kinds  in  the  creation,  possessed  of  distinct  nerves,  yet  may 

according  to  his  kind  $  it  is  a  some-  nave  the  faculty  of  touch,  and,  having 

thiuf^,  we  perceive,  which,  ordered  by  that,  most,  reasoning  consequentially. 

Almighty  fiat,    can,  and  does,  conti-  be  liable  to  pain.    We  have  also  idiewn 

nually  impel  to  actions,  either  through  that  they  most  unequivocally  do  ex- 

the  medium  of  a  cerebro-spinal  system,  hibit  a  variety  of  feeungs  or  emotions, 

as  in  the  mammalia,  birds,  reptiles,  and  or  whatever  metaphysicians  may  define 

fishes ;  or  through  what  is  termed  the  them ;  and  what  reason  is  there  why 

(ganglionic  or  splanchnic  system,  as  in  these  should  not  be  implanted  in  them, 

insects,  spiders,  Crustacea,  worms,  and  when  we  find  that  in  many  there  are 

mollusca ;  or,  finally,  we  find  it  impell-  the  most  truly  wonderful  indications  of 

ing  to  action  where  no  nervous  system  what  might  be  termed  intellectual  in- 

of  any  description  can,  i^parently,  for  stincts,  as  in  ants,  bees,  wasps,  spiders, 

SO  far,  be  made  visible  to  our  eyes,  even  &c.,  and  why  should  we  deny  to  them 

upon  the  field  of  the  most  powerfiil  emotional  instincts  P — I  am,  sir, 

microscope,  aided  by  ^e  most  minute  Your  obedient  servant, 

dissection— as  in  the  zoophytes.  Gborgr  Hill  Aoams,  M.D.S. 

How  else  could  we  explain  the  ac«  Chichecter  Street,  Belfast, 

tions  of  those  last-mentioned  existences,  ^^*  ^^  ^^*^' 

whose  oraans  and  functions  are  so  sim«  

pie,  so  lew,   and  so  uncomplicated; 
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ON  STAMMERING,  seventh  {which,  however,  Ib  essentially 

a  separate  nerve)  for  smell,  sight,  and 

AND  THE  MBTH0D8  FR0P08«i>  FOB  ITS       hearing.    Othcrs  serve  solely  for  the 

REMOVAL.  transmission  of  volitions,  and  the  per- 

Bt  Edwin  Lbb,  Escu  formance  of  muscular  action,  as  the 

t^  t^  Me^  alette.,  ^J^^'i^f^t^  X'.  "'^^ 

others  again,  as  the  fifth  and  eighth, 
Previous  to  entering  upon  the  con-  are  agents  both  of  sensation  and  mus- 
fiideiation  of  stammenng,  I  shall  briefly    cular  motion. 

notice  some  points  connected  with  the        It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  the 
functions  of  tae  voice  and  speech.  obvious  truism,  that  speech  cannot  be 

The  first  condition  necessary  for  the  produced  without  the  voice ;  but  the 
production  of  the  voice  is  that  the  air  voice  may  exist,  and  indeed  does  exist 
contained  in  the  lungs  should  be  carried,  in  the  greater  number  of  animals,  with- 
by  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  expira-  out  speech,  which  is  peculiar  to  man, 
tion,  against  the  vocal  chords,  during  its  being  bestowed  unon  him  for  the  ex- 
passage  through  the  larynx;  but  as  this  pression  of  his  tnou^hts  and  ideas, 
takes  place  in  breathing  without  sound  Idiots,  who  have  no  ideas  to  expressi 
beingoccasioned,  the  action  of  the  small  are  generally  dumb,  or  can  merely 
muscles  which  enter  into  their  compo-  articulate  a  &w  words  or  phrases  with- 
sition,  under  the  influence  of  the  will,  out  meaning,  or  which  they  know  will 
is  a  condition  no  less  essential  thim  the  cause  their  ordinary  wants  to  be  sup- 
former.  The  quantity  of  the  air,  the  plied,  but  they  are  incapable  of  con- 
greater  or  less  rapidity  with  which  it  versing.  Speech,  however,  is  not  a 
strikes  the  vocal  cnoros,  and  the  vary-  natur^  gift,  but  is  acquired  by  educa- 
ing  degrees  of  tension  or  contraction  of  tion ;  hence  those  bom  deaf  are  also 
these  latter,  are  the  circumstances  which  dumb:  and  instances  are  on  record  of 
cause  the  innumerable  modulations  of  individuals  who  have  been  found  in 
sound  in  speaking,  singing,  and  other  sohtudes  far  from  the  haunts  bf  men, 
exercises  of  the  voice.  who,  though  not  deaf,  were  dumb,  and 

This  function  may  then  be  considered  had  acquired  the  voice  of  animals  with 
as  intimately  connected  with,  and  as  whom  they  had  associated,  but  who 
superadded  to,  that  of  respiration;  and  were  afterwards  taught  to  speak, 
its  performance  depends  entirely  upon  Dumbness,  therefore,  does  not  consist  in 
the  lower  vocal  chords,  as,  if  the  recur-  the  absence  of  voice,  but  of  speech  and 
rent  or  inferior  laryngeal  nerve,  which  the  deficiency  of  ideas,  as  most  dumb 
supplies  them  with  nervous  enerjgy,  be  persons  can  utter  a  variety  of  inarticu- 
divided  or  paralysed,  the  voice  is  lost,  fate  sounds  ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows 
which  is  not  the  case  when  the  upper  that  a  facility  in  speaking  necessarily 
vocal  chords  are  deprived  of  power  by  exists  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
the  lesion  of  the  superior  laryngeal  the  ideas  or  the  power  of  the  mind, 
nerves,  which,  as  well  as  the  recurrent.  Many  men  of  genius  and  great  imagi- 
are  branches  of  the  eighth  nair.  The  native  powers  are  but  litttle  talkers, 
voice  may  also  be  impairea  or  lost  by  and  some  not  unfreijuently  experience 
lesions  oi  the  brain  afiectin^  the  origin  difliculty  in  expressing  their  thoughts 
of  the  nerves,  or  by  moral  impressions  on  any  particular  subject;  while  empty- 
and  other  causes  which  interfere  with  ^  ^  '  '-" —  —  «™«-.«*i«  «-»«» 
the  exercise  of  volition,  of  which  the 
nerves  are  merely  the  agents  or  con- 
ductors, as  far  as  muscular  action  is  "Talking  is  not  always  to  conyene: 
concerned*  and  it  ir  liable,  as  is  well  Not  more  distant  from  hannony  divine, 
concCTuea ,  ana  u  is  "a^^fj-  «  *^  ';*'"  The  constant  creaking  of  a  country  8ign.»» 
known,  to  a  vanety  of  alterations,  ac-  * 
cording  to  the  state  of  excitement  or  And,  as  has  been  observed  by  a  power- 
depression  of  the  cerebral  faculties,  as  ful  writer,  a  great  fluency  of  speech  is 
illustrated  by  the  various  passions  and  frequently  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  matter 
emotions— joy»  «»g«'»  ^ear,  sorrow,  &c.  and  a  scarci^  of  words,  "for  whoever 
Of  the  cerebral  nerves,  some  are  ex-  is  a  master  of  language  and  has  a  mind 
clusively  agents  for  the  transmission  full  of  ideas,  will  be  apt  in  speaking  to 
of  special  sensation,  as  the  first  and  hesitate  upon  the  choice  of  both;, 
second  pairs,   and   a  portion  of  the    whereas  common  speakers  have  only 
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one  set  of  ideas,  and  one  set  of  words  pharynx,  fiances,  the  soft  palate,  the 
to  clothe  them  in,  and  these  are  always  uvula,  the  tonsils,  derive  their  nervous 
ready  at  the  mouth :  so  people  come  influence  from  the  eighth  pair  (which 
fibster  out  of  a  church  when  it  is  almost  we  have  seen  supplies  also  the  laryngeal 
empty,  than  when  a  crowd  is  at  the  muscles),  hy  means  of  the  glosso- 
door*."  On  the  other  hand,  many  pharyngeal  branch  (which,  however,  is 
highly  intellectual  men  are  great  considered  by  some  anatomists.  Gall 
tamers,  and  not  unfrequently  jest  or  and  Bichat,  &c.  as  a  distinct  nerve), 
talk  nonsense  by  way  of  relaxation ;  by  means  of  which  their  muscles  con- 
so  that  silence  and  gravity  of  demeanour  tract  on  the  application  of  their  appro- 
are  not  ^ways  a  proof  of  superior  wis-  priate  stimuli — ^food  for  deglutition,  the 
dom,  though  they  are  frequently  con-  air  for  the  formation  of  speech,  &c. — 
aidered  so  by  the  multitude,  and  are  in  being  but  partially  under  the  control 
consequence  sometimes  assumed  by  of  the  will  as  far  as  other  actions  are 
persons  who  either  have  nothing  to  concerned.  This  nerve  likewise  endows 
say,  or  who  wish  to  impress  others  with  these  parts  w^ith  their  peculiar  sensi- 
a  sense  of  their  superiority  f.  bilitv,  and  also  supplies  the  muscles 

"Since  «le«,ce  .«em.  to  carry  wisdom',  power,  9^.  ^e   P^,f  TL?^  f,  ^*If   '^°?"^' 

Th»  airected  n^aes,  Uke  docks,  speak  once  an  being  finally  distributed  to  the  papillm 

boor^.'*  on  its  surface ;  and  is  in  all  probability 
Such  individuals  are  likewise  noticed  not  only  the  nerve  of  taste,  but  is  like- 
by  Shakspeare,  as  the  sort  of  men  ^^  concerned  in  some  of  the  move- 

^,  ments  of  the  base  of  the  tongue,  the 

Do  cream  and  mantle  Uke  a  suSdiS^nd,  associated  action  of  which  is  necessary 

And  do  a  wilAil  stillness  enterttiin,  in  speaking;  m  deglutition,  &c.*     It 

3?SffiSnPiJ?.1,';SK2.Jr,S'oSL".^°  fo"°«  inosculations  with  the  respiratory 

^  nerves,    and    with  the    sympathetic, 

The  immortal  bard  adds—  participating   in    their   healthy    and 

**  I  do  know  of  these  disordered  conditions.  The  tongue  is 
That  therefore  only  are  reputed  wise  likewise  supplied  by  the  fifth  pair  for 
For  saying  nothing.  common  Sensation,  and  by  the  ninth, 
A  complicated  mechanism  is  required  which,  being  purely  a  ner\-e  of  volun- 
for  the  correct  articulation  of  words  or  tary  motion  distributed  to  the  muscles, 
speech,  in  the  production  of  which  brings  it  more  directly  under  the  con- 
various  parts  are  concerned,  which  trol  of  the  will  than  those  parts  which 
should  be  in  a  perfect  state,  and  act  in  are  supplied  by  the  glosso-pharyngeal ; 
harmony.  If  a  portion  of  the  upper  or  as  may  be  seen  on  comparing  the 
lower  jaw,  or  if  the  bony  palate,  be  de-  flexibility,  rapidity,  and  great  variety 
stroyed,  if  manv  of  the  teeth  be  lost,  of  the  movemente  of  this  organ,  with 
the  speech  will  be  more  or  less  afiected.  the  limited  action  of  the  fauceat« 
A  similar  eflfect  will  ensue  if  the  soft  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  mus- 
palate  be  perforated  by  ulceration ;  if  cles  supplied  by  the  portio  dura,  which 
the  passage  through  which  the  air  has  is  also  exclusivelv  a  motor  nerve, 
to  pass  be  narrowed,  or  ite  sensibility  In  the  article  'Bigaiement,  contained 
increased  by  inflammation  or  swelled  in  the  "  Dictionnaire  de  M6dccine  et 
tonsils;  if  there  be  paralysis  or  other  Chirurgie  pratique,"  (which  I  read  two 
serious  lesion  of  the  muscles  of  the  or  three  days  ago),  I  am  happy  to  find 
cheek,  lips,  or  tongue,  though  this  an  opinion  which  I  expressed  on  the 
organ  may  be  in  great  part  extirpated  cause  of  stammering  at  the  Westminster 
without  speech  being  lost§.  Now,  the  Medical  Society,  corroborated  by  the 
^  g^^  high  authority  of  M.  Magendie,  who 

t  "  Resenre  U  no  more  essentially  connected  ^y®»  *"  ^^®  above-mentioned  article— 

with  nndersUndiitf .  than  a  church  or^n  with 

^votion,  or  winewfthgood  nature  "-5A«i«/oi»e'*  ♦  Oaltanism  of  the  Inmk  of  this  nerve,  after 

♦  rtwrf—  death,  produces  contract  ion  of  the  muscles  of  the 

I  y^^-                 u  ^  .«i     //^  faeces,  &c  which  it  suppUes. 

u\ASr^S£^^^l7^^fS^'^^?  t  ITie  siie  of  the  linroal  ner^e  has  been  found 

SSSSl  ^r  Sil*5"?52L?  H^  l>»ctionnaire  de  to  Tary  in  a  direct  ratio  to  the  quantity  and 

^^JS^jfit^  **  'P^J  .aft«;  extirpation  of  rapidity  of  the  movements  of  the  t2n«ue,  eiuSr 

»to^  2^!^i^«.fS  SZ**  wiS^**  ™  for  maiication,  the  prehension  of  food  mJ  drink. 

2«/S.7f«i aS2?!?«!LiH^. ^^^  "'^"'-  »  '«'  **»«  exercise  of  the  Toice.     It  is  con! 

R!  S^i  4i?**J"fi!  ?°^J*y  •  '^i?"*  ^"?*  seqoenUy  lai^r  in  dogs  and  cats  than  in  the 

1^  SSSLSS'^SSi?'*'"  *^*  operation  doubt.  SminatfngiSimals  anTin  the  rodentiiu  -  5.  * 

Kia  occaalOBed  aphonia.  tmmdi^,  TniN  dm  A'»9time  Kenewr, 
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'*  Of  the  muscles  which  serve  for  ar-  example,    are   employed  in  the  per- 
ticulation,  some  are  subject  to  the  will,  formance  of  an  action,  their  antagonists 
as  those  of  the  lips  and  cheeks  ;  those  are  not  altogether  relaxed,  but  serve  to 
ivhich  carry  the  point  of  the  tongue  modify  the  muscular  contraction,  in 
upwards  or  forwards,  to  protrude  it  out  the  appreciation  of  the  degree  of  tension 
ot  the  mouth ;  and  those  which  draw  it  and  resistance,  in  the  preservation  of 
back.     But  the  other  muscles  of  the  the  equilibrium  of  the  body,  &c.  as  seen 
tongue,    viz.    those   which    carry  its  in  the  instance  of  rope-dancing;  and 
root    upwards,  downwards,   or    back-  other  feats  of  ability,  in  which  this 
wards;  the  muscles  of  the  velum  palati,  harmony  is  earned  by  education  and 
those  of  the  pharynx  and  of  the  larynx,  habit  to  the  highest  perfection ;  whereas 
are  only  incompletely  under  the  influ-  the  deficiency  or  want  of  it  is  illustrated 
ence  of  volition, — thus,  what  a  ^eat  by    awkwardness,    and    in    cases    of 
difficulty    most    persons     expenence  drunkenness    or    chorea.       Let    two 
when  requested  to  show  the  piiysician  boys  attempt  for  the  first  time  to  slide 
their  throat  or  fauces.    We  may  well  upon  the  ice,  or  to  skate ;  one  will  pre- 
tell  them  to  depress  the  tongue,  because  serve  his  equilibrium  tolerably  well, 
it  hides  the  tonsils ;  they  make  many  while  the  other  will  probably  fall  down 
efforts,  and  it  is  more  by  chance  than  every  two  or  three  minutes.      Or,  let 
by  a  true  influence  of  the  will  that  the  them  be  taught  to  dance  or  fence ;  one 
desired  action  is  obtained.     If  they  be  will  acquire  easy  and  graceful  move- 
required  to  raise  the  velum  palati,  the  ments    without    difficulty,    while  the 
will  is  most  frequently  powerless :  and  other  will  probably  retain  much  of  his 
it  would  fail  entirely  in  the  attempts  to  awkwardness,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
contract  separately  the  muscles  of  the  structions  of  the  master.    This  greater 
pharynx  or  laiynx.      The  muscular  or  less  aptitude  to  acquire  perfection  in 
organs  only  act  m  a  complete  manner  muscular    exercises,    as    well    as  the 
to  attain  a  certain   end— deglutition,  difference  which  is  seen  in  the  gait  of 
In  order  for  deglutition  to  be  performed  individuals,  depends,  then,  upon  the 
there  must  be  something  to  swallow,  greater  or  less  degree  in  which*  this 
even  if  it  be  only  a  little  water  or  air.  harmony  exists  between  different  parts 
Thus,  in  one  point  of  view,  the  muscles  of  the  muscular  system,  which  derive 
of  deglutition  are  not  subject  to  the  their  nervous  power  from  the  brain. 

will*                                                                                       .    [To  be  continued.] 
What  has  been  said  of  deglutition  is 

applicable  to  other  phenomena  which  ««.«,.««,«.,   .«^^,T*r-, 

tSe  place  in  the  mouth.      Nothing  is  STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT 

so  simple  as  to  gargarise,  to  spit,  &c. ;  of  th« 

but  in  these  instances,  as  in  swallow-  AMPUTATIONS     PERFORMED     AT 

ing,  we  attain  the  end  by  means  of  xHE  NORTHERN  HOSPITAL, 

organs  which  serve  us,  without  knowing  LIVERPOOL 

exactly  the  part  which  each  takes  in  ' 

the  action.     It  is  the  same  with  respect  From  March  iS84to  March  1841. 

to   the  production  of  sounds  in  the        j^  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
larynx;  and  m  speaking  we  form  the        *^  *     ^«»»wr  ^  •"^  -«iraic«.  vu^n^r. 

voice,  we  articulate,  without  knowing  Sm, 

exactly  what  movements   take  place  Should  the   following  statistical   ac- 

either  in  the  larynx  or  in  the  mouth,  count  of  the  amputations  performed  at 

There  are  numerous  vocal  phenomena  the  Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool,  from 

of  which  the  mechanism  is  yet  far  from  March  1834  to  March  1841,  be  deemed 

being  known  to  the  physiologist.    We  of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  a  place  in 

will  the  end,  and  we  attain  it;  that  your  valuable  and  highly  useful  jour- 

is  all."  nal,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  its  inser- 

In  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  move-  tion.     I  regret  that   the    records  of 

ments  of  which  are  completely  under  the  hospital   do    not   enable  me    to 

the  influence  of  the  will,  as  the  trunk  give    more  ample    details,    with    the 

and  extremities,  a  certain  degree  of  post-mortem  appearances  of  the  un- 

harmony,  or  unity  of  action,  must  exist  successful  cases ;  but  as  it  is,  it  may 

not  only  between  certain  sets  of  mus-  perhaps  be  not  unacceptable  to  some 

cles,  but  also  between  muscles  and  their  of  your  readers.    Though  containing 

antagonisU.      When  the  flexors,  for  comparatively  few  cases,  it  may  'yet, 
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if   taken    with   others    of  a   similar  pool,  flrom  March  ISZi  to  March  IS4\,^^ 

description,  lead  to  some  useful  results,  See  pp.  271,  272. 

more   especially  the  formation  of  an  Xotal  number  of  amputations  75  on  73 

accurate    estimate    of    the    mortahty  paticnta :  of  these  53  were  cured,  20  died ; 

in    amputations    of  the    extremities ;  being  1  in  3^. 

and  it  is  only  in   the  hope   that   it  49  were  acddenU,  of  which  14  died,  being 

may  assist  in  doing  so,    that  I  am  1  in  3^ ;  24  were  diseases,  of  which  6  died, 

induced  to  lay  it  before  the  profes-  being  1  in  4. 

sion.  I  may  here  briefly  mention  Of  the  accidents,  40  were  primary  (per- 
that  the  circular  operation  was  per-  formed  within  24  hours),  of  which  8  died, 
formed  in  nearly  all  the  cases,  and  being  1  ia  5 ;  9  were  secondary,  of  which 
an  attempt  made  to  procure  union  by  ^  ^}^\  ^®'°fi»  2  in  3. 
the  first  intention,  which  very  fre-  ,  O'  the  primary  amputations,  29  were  on 
quently  succeeded,  if  not  completely,  *^?  ^^''J^'"  extremity,  of  which  6  died,  being 
Stleastingreatmeasure.  The  dressings  ^^"^^1,  ^T^^^^  ^^  :t?^'  extremity, 
generally  consisted  of  slips  of  adhesive  ^^J^f^e  i'^i^"?mVu^^^  7w««nn 
jLterty  which  the  .h^^^^  the  W  ^t^^^^ZtSTdi  J  ;^^ 
were  kept  m  apposition,  over  these  on  the  upper,  both  of  which  died, 
lint  snread  with  simple  cerate,  and  of  the  amputations  for  diseases,  21  wert 
the  whole  supported  by  a  bandage :  of  the  lower  extremity,  of  which  5  died,  be- 
occasionally,  instead  of  the  hnt  and  ing  1  in  4^ ;  3  were  of  the  upper  extremity, 
ointment,  water  dressing  was  applied,  of  which  1  died. 

Ligatures  of  common  stay  silk  were  Of  the  whole  number  of  amputations,  57 

used,  one  end  being  cut  away.    They  were  on  the  lower  extremity,  of  which  15 

generally  became   detached  from  the  died,  being  1  in  3,^ ;  16  were  on  the  upper 

tenth  to  the  fourteenth  day ;   but  in  extremity,  of  which  5  died,  being  1  >»  3i. 

one  remarkable  instance  one  of  them  Below  Anee.--28  for  accidents,  of  which 

remained  attached  seven  weeks,  cans-  ^  ^^ »  ^  ^^^  diseases,  of  which  3  died, 

ing  no  other    inconvenience    than  a  ^^*ow*iwe.--8  for  accidents,  of  which  2 

slight  suppuration  along  its  track.  ^^^  ^^  for  diseases  of  which  2  died. 

"          '^'^                      o  Below  elbow, — 9  for  accidents,  of  which 

Statiitical  account  qf  eeventy-flve  cases  qf  3  died. 

amputaiionf  per^rmed  on  seventy-three  Above  elbow. — 4  for  accidents,  of  which 

patients  at  the  Northern  Hospital,  lAver*  1  died ;  3  for  diseases,  of  which  1  died. 

20  were  under   20  years  of  age,  of  which  number  18  were  cured,  and  2  died, 
15  were  between  20  and  30  -..  12--         3- 

13-        •30  and  40.        .  .         .g        ^        .         5- 

10      -        •      40  and  50          ...  7        .        .         3    . 

12-         -50  and  60-        -  .         .5         .         .          7. 

1-        -60  and  70          -  .        .           l        .        .         0- 

71  51                         20 
Of  two  of  the  patients  the  age  is  not  mentioned. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  fore-  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  I  am  in- 
going tables,  I  think  the  following  debted  for  much  valuable  assistance),  it 
conclusions  may  be  drawii : —  will  be  immediately  seen  how  strikingly 

1st.  That  amputation  is  a  more  dan-  they  agree  in  leading  to  the  same  con- 

gerous  operation  than  is  generally  sup-  elusions,  though  there  are  one  or  two 

posed,  the  proportion  of  fatal  cases  minor  particulars,  in  which  some  dif- 

being  1  in  3^.  ference  exists.-  In  the  cases  here  men- 

2d.  That  it  is  more  successful  when  tioned  amputation  above  seems  to  have 

Serformed  for  diseases  than  for  acci-  been  more  successful  than  below  the 

cnts.  knee,  and    operations    on  the  upper 

3d.  That  secondary   is  very  much  extremity  more  fatal  than  in  the  re- 

more  fatal  than  primary  amputation.  ports  alluded  to ;  but  the  total  number 

4th.  That   amputation  of  the  lower  of  such  cases  given  here  is  so  smaU, 

is    more    fatal    than    of    the    upper  that  it  cannot  in  any  degree  be  said  to 

extremity.  invalidate  the  common,  and   what  I 

5th.  That  the  danger  increases  with  conceive  to  be  the  correct  opinion, 

the  age  of  the  patient.  I  am,  sir, 

Qn  comparing  the  results  afforded  by  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  preceding  tables,  with  those  of  the  Edward  Parker,  M.R.C.S.E. 

Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania  Hos-  Assistant  Hoaie-Saigeon  to  the  HoapitaL 

pitals  (to  which,  as  noticed  in  the  British  UvcrpooU  April  19,  I84i. 
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So. 

Age. 

DUeworAcddeDt. 

1 

i 

■ 

F. 

20 

DiaeueortkeiDlde     -            .            .            • 

_ 

_ 

{ 

M. 

M 

DiMttKoftbekDM            ■            •            .      - 

( 

U. 

57 

Coraptmnd  fnctared  tibU  mi  fibob      - 

P. 

Died. 

10  weeka. 

M. 

60 

s. 

Died. 

Same  day. 

F. 

40 

DiKueoftheknea        -              -              ■              . 

Cured. 

H. 

32 

Injury  to  the  tnlle               -              -              -       - 

s. 

Died. 

Next  d».j\ 

H. 

19 

Iofl«mm«tion  of  leg,  and  gangrene 

Died. 

M. 

38 

Compound  fractured  tibia  into  uikie 

P. 

Cored. 

M. 

15 

Lacerated  forearm,  and  fractured  radius 

P. 

Cured. 

M. 

40 

Compound  fractured  Itg             -              -              • 

P. 

Died. 

Smontba. 

M. 

21 

Di*ue  of  the  knee              •              -              -       - 

Died. 

M. 

11 

Diaeaae  of  the  foot        .            .            .            - 

Cnred. 

H. 

21 

DiMue  of  the  knee            ■            -            ■      • 

Cured. 

M. 

53 

Indaedwrirt                   .              -              .              . 

s. 

Died. 

S  weeka*. 

H. 

5» 

tenor  tibial  artiTT            ■              ■              -       ■ 

P. 

Cured. 

M. 

25 

Compound  fr^Hored  ankle        - 

P. 

Cured. 

M. 

Diaeased  leg 

Cured. 

M. 

50 

Compound  IVu^ure  of  1««           - 

s. 

Died. 

17  daya'. 

M. 

54 

Diaeawd  ankle 

Died. 

fidaya. 

M. 

Compound  fracture  of  leg 

P. 

Cured. 

M. 

9 

Di«Ba»dkQee        .            .            .            -       . 

Cured. 

M. 

21 

arterj 

P. 

Cured. 

M 

30 

tibial  arterv 

P. 

Cured. 

M. 

IS 

Compoond  fhufure  of  the  femur,  witb  djdocation 

of  the  knee,  and  roptore  of  the  popliteal  artery 

P. 

Cored, 

M. 

53 

Compound  fracture  of  both  foreanni,  and  et- 

tensive  laceraliiin  of  the  thigh 

P. 

Died. 

2  dayaV 

M. 

48 

Compound  fractore  of  the  oarpn«   -            •      • 

P. 

Cored. 

M. 

23 

Diaeue  of  the  knee-joint             .              .              . 

Cored. 

M. 

17 

Di««ie  of  the  knee-joint     -              -              -       - 

Cond. 

~ 

F. 

50 

of  the  tibia                .... 

P. 

Cured, 

M. 

42 

Componnd  fracture  of  the  1^         -            -       - 

s. 

Cnred. 

M. 

15 

Compound  fru:Cure  of  the  thigh,  with  eltenrin 

laceration  of  the  aoftparta     . 

P. 

Cored. 

M. 

17 

DiM«ie  of  the  knee-joint    -            -            -      ■ 

— 

Cnred. 

M. 

32 

■ 

tion  of  the  brachial  artery      - 

s. 

DM. 

30  day.'. 

M. 

12 

Compound  fracture  of  (he  arm 

P. 

Cnred. 

M. 

37 

a^d  fibula     . 

_ 

8. 

Cored. 

i 

M. 

27 

Cariea  of  the  tibia              .            -            -      - 

Cored. 

M. 

49 

Diaeaae  of  the  ankle-joint 

Cored. 

M. 

25 

Fool  torn  Off  by  a  chain  cable           -             -       - 

Iz. 

^_ 

Cured. 

■ 

•  Caur  of  the  dlHue,  and  lime  or  daeth  after  openUon,n 
'  DateofdeatknotnetitloBfd. 

•  Foronn  ampnUtnl  two  weeJn  after  the  ■ccidrnt,  in  contwjuence  of  MngTen*  niperTeniDr,  In 
the  inl  inatance  the  ikdial  artwr  mil  wounded,  aud  a  very  amnderaEle  qnanlltjr  of  blood  lost, 
befare  be  mae  to  the  bonrital.  Atta  the  ampotatioii,  Ihmgh  mnrb  eihauated,  he  went  on  very 
wdl  ftiT  aoma  time,  wheu  a  large  abiceaa  formed  under  the  pectoral  muacle,  under  wnicbntiuuli. 

'  Ampurated  twelre  dayi  afwr. 

I  In  flda  cue  the  thlRti  wai  amnitated  at  ita  upper  third. 

'  Botblbrtarmswereampulateaattheiametime.    The  actideot wat  caoaed  by  the  unexpected 
dbcharre  of  a  cannon,  and  both  band!  were  Mown  comptotaly  oV. 
'  Thelirab  was  renK>T*d  three  weeka  after  the  acddenl. 
I  The  ttal^  waa  amputated  at  Ha  opper  third. 

•  ThcarnnaremovedftniTdayi  anertbe  accident.  ■     .^    .   •  _ 

I  Amputation  waa  required,  and  perftrmed  by  the  Hap  apenlior,  ten  day«  after  the  mjory. 
'  Flap  opentiou.' 
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^ 

• 

• 

Time  of 

Sex. 

Age. 

Disease  or  Accident. 

•§ 

Result. 

Death  alter 

M. 

34 

• 

a 
£ 

p. 

J 

Operation. 

Compound  fracture  of  tibia  and  fibula    - 

Cured. 

. 

M. 

36 

Compound  fracture  of  the  leg         -            -       - 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

52 

Compound  dislocation  of  the  astragalus 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

mi^^ 

P. 

18 

Compound  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

23     Compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle,  with  fractore 

of  the  tibia  and  fibula            ... 

p. 

-» 

Cured. 

.. 

M. 

20 

Compound  fracture  of  the  forearm 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

.- 

M. 

19 

Hand  torn  off               .... 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

■ 

M. 

6 

Disease  of  the  tarsus          •            -            -       - 

— 

— 

Cured. 

M. 

45 

Compound  fracture  of  femur,  tibia,  and  fibula    - 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

_ 

M. 

38 

Compound  fracture  of  the  leg          -            -       - 

p. 

— 

Died. 

3  days. 

M. 

35 

Compound  fracture  of  the  leg   - 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

U 

Hand  torn  off        -            -            -            -       - 

p. 

-p~ 

Cured. 

.. 

M. 

14 

Bum  and  disease  of  the  knee-joint 

— 

— 

Died. 

5  weeks. 

F. 

18 

Disease  of  the  knee-joint   -            -            -       - 

_ 

.. 

Cured. 

... 

M. 

15 

Lacerated  hand             .... 

p. 

.— 

Cured. 

o 

M. 

29 

Gangrene  of  foot,   supervening  on  ligature  of 

femoral  artery  for  popliteal  aneurism 

— 

— 

Died. 

p 

F. 

46 

Caries  of  the  elbow-joint           ... 

— . 

— 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

61 

Compound  fracture  of  femur  into  knee 

p. 

-i— 

Cured. 

\ 

M. 

40 

Compound  dislocation  of  lower  extremity  of  the 

ulna,  and  comminuted  ft'acture  of  the  radius  - 

p. 

~— 

Died. 

7  days'. 

M. 

54 

Lacerated  foot,  with  fractured  cuboid  bone,  fol- 

- 

lowed  by  gangrene    .... 

— 

s. 

Cured. 

■ 

M. 

15 

Compound  fracture  of  leg  -            -            -       - 

p. 

— 

Cured. 

«— 

M. 

6 

Compound  fracture  of  arm         ... 

p. 

^^^ 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

32 

Fractured  tibia,  extending  into  the  knee,  with 

rupture  of  blood-vessel                -            •      - 

p. 

_- 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

41 

Compound  dislocation  of  both  ankles     - 

p. 

— . 

Died. 

3  days*. 

M. 

22 

Compound  fracture  of  leg  and  foot 

p. 

— . 

Cured. 

— . 

M. 

58 

Fractured  tibia  and  fibula,  with  extrsvaaation  of 

blood            ..... 

_ 

s. 

Died. 

2  days*. 

M. 

28 

Comminuted  fracture  of  left  foot    -            •      - 

p. 

... 

Cured. 

T 

M. 

38 

Fracture  of  tibia  into  the  knee  ... 

p. 

... 

Died. 

9d«y»^ 

M. 

19 

Disease  of  knee-joint,  supervening  on  erysipelas 

of  the  leg           -            .            .            -      . 

— . 

—^ 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

_ 

Extensive  doughing  ulcer  of  arm  and  forearm    - 

.... 

.. 

Cured. 

s 

M. 

32 

Compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle,  with  fracture 

of  the  tarsal  bones    .            .            .            - 

p. 

m^ 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

24 

Compound  dislocation  of  head  of  fibula,  fracture 

of  tibia  and  fibula,  with  laceration  of  the  muscles 

p. 

*. 

Died. 

7  weeks. 

M. 

13 

Fracture  of  the  tibia,  with  eflfusion  of  blood  into 

the  knee-joint  -            -            -            .      . 

p. 

—^ 

Cui«d. 

— 

M. 

29 

Disease  of  the  ankle-joint          ... 

.— 

—^ 

Cured. 

— 

M. 

30 

Disease  of  the  elbow-joint               •            .      . 

— 

—   Died. 

26  days. 

&S1CAKK8. 
■  An  attack  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas  supervened,  but  he  was  dischaiyed  cured  at  the  end  of 
two  months  fh>m  admission. 

•  The  hand  was  removed  at  the  wrist-ioint.    It  was  a  very  considerable  time  in  healing. 

r  Amputation  was  performed  below  the  knee.  The  stump  had  nearly  healed,  when,  two  months 
after  the  operation,  he  died  suddenly  of  bwnoptysis,  Ihmi  pulmonary  apoplexy. 

^  In  this  case  one  of  the  ligatures  remained  ror  seven  weeks,  causing  oslly  very  slight  suppuration 
along  its  track. 

'  In  this  case  then  was  also  a  dislocation  of  the  hip,  and  fkactura  of  the  fibnla.  He  went  on  weU 
ibr  three  or  four  days,  when  hiccap  and  vomiting  commenced,  which  increasing,  soon  produced  an 
alarming  state  of  pirostcstion,  terminating  in  death.  On  disMctioD,  the  viscera  of  abdomen  wera 
perliectly  healthy. 

•  Amputation  was  performed  oiMteeb^Bys  after  the  ii^ury. 

•  One  was  amputated  the  same  day,  tba  ooiar  next  morning. 

•  Amputated  three,  days  after  the  accident. 


•  There  was  also  a  compound  Aracture  ci  the  right  leg,  which  was  cured. 

•  On  dissection,  the  psoas  and  Oiacns  muscles  of  the  same  sids  were  softened  and  decomposed, 
evidently  from  previous  disease. 

'  In  this  case  the  arm  was  smputatcd  at  the  shouhler. 


BR.  WINN'S  CASES  OF  "  TRANCE"  AND  PSORIASIS.  273 

«*  TRANCE"— PSORIASIS.  i^^g   efiusion,   should   any    exist,    we 

deemed  it  rigpht  to  order  turpentine  in- 
jections,  and  blisters  to  the  legs. 

10  m  EdUor  rf  th»  MMd  GaxetU.  .   13th.-There  has  been  Mttre  change 

^  in  the  symptoms.      The  bowels  and 

Sib,  kidneys  have  acted  freely.    The  heart's 

X         *    A           'i.  r     •      _Ai      •  action  is  less  strong,  and  the  bellows 

I  BEO  to  transmit  for  insertion  m  your  ^^^^   ^    considerably  diminished, 

jouinalthefollowingaccount  of  a  re-  rphe  lungs  appear  to  be  entirely  free 

markablecase  of  trance   which  lately  f,^^  congesdon.     In  consequence  of 

came  under  my  observation.     I  have,  ^^e  debility,  ammonia  and  small  quan- 

also  subjomed  a  notice  of  a  peculiar  ^iries  of  wine  wer^ordeied.           ^ 

form  of  psoriasis  which  I  beheve  to  be  i5tb.-.She  rallied  after  taking  the 

a  novel  species  of  that  disease.           ■  stimulus,    and  opened  her  ey es*^  and 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  ^^liled,  but  speedily  relapsed  into  a 

Your  obedient  servant,  lethargic  state:    She  takes  small  quan- 

J.  M.  Winn,  M.D.  tities  of  beef-tea  and  jelly  at  frequent 

Traro,  April  33, 1841 .  intervals.    Her  deglutition  remains  un- 

^     ,     ,*,  ^         «        ,^>/*    *  impaired;    she    will,     however,    frcr 

On  the  17th  December,  1840,  I  was  quently  reject  the  food  from  her  mouth, 

requested  to  see,  m  consultation  with  igth.  —  Remains   in   a   trance-like 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  St.  Austell,  a  youn|  gtate.    She  frequently  opens  her  eyes, 

lady  of  Oiat  town,  aged  18,  who  had  and  smiles  vacantly,  but  never  speaks, 

been  ailmg  for  eighteen  months  with  The  same  remedies  were  continued, 

anemia,  disordered  bowels,  and  irregu-  24th.— In  consequence  of  the  symp- 

lar  menstruation.    I  found  her  suffer-  toms  remaining  unaltered,  large  doses 

ingftom  amenorrhoBa  of  two  months'  of  musk,  and  ammoniated  tincture  of 

duration,  increased  action  of  the  heart,  valerian,  were  ordered,  in  addition  to 

with  bellows  murmur,  and  a  congested  the  turpentine  enemata. 

state  of  the  left  lung;  her  face  was  26th.  —  Appeared  to  gain  strength 

paUid,  and  her  legs  shghtly  oedema-  immediately  after   taking  the   mmk, 

tons.     I  was  informed  that  she  had  and  smiled  when  her  mother  spoke, 

been   affected  with  chorea  when   13  30th.-Is  evidently  worse.  The  body 

years  of  age,  but  that  the  complaint  ig   g^atly  emaciated;   quite    uncoii- 

Bubsided  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  scions  even  when  roused;  moans  fre- 

OTtamenia.    I  was  also  informed  that  quently,  as  if  in  pain,  and  has  a  dis- 

her  spinte  had  alwavs  been  remarkably,  tressing  cough;    refuses   at  times  to 

good,  and  that  she  had  never  suffered  swallow. 

from  hysteria.    She  had  been  under  Jan.  2d.— Seized  at  9  a.m.  with  a 

.Dr.    Hope's   care    when   m   London  tremor  of  the  whole  body,  resembling 

during  the  summer,  and  had  taken  paralysis  agitans :  the  shaking  lasted 

steel,  Dy  his  direction,  with  some  bene-  ten  minutes. 

fit;  she  had  also  lately  resumed  the  «,      i      ..       .           -   .     « 

use  of  iron  by  Mr.   Pearce's  advice.  To  take  thirty  drops  of  the  SesqmcMo- 

We  mutually  advised  the  application  of  S?*  °^  J.™".*r«:  ^^y*  "^  "^P^*  ^« 

a  blister  to  the  side,  and  some  dmughU,  Turpentine  mjections. 

composed  of  digitalis  and  a  saline  ape-  8th.  —  To-day  the  catamenia,  of  a 

rient.     The  steel  had  been  disconti-  natural   colour,  reappefired,   and   she 

nued  previous  to  iny  arrival.  seems  to  be  stronger.    At  one  period  of 

Dec.  iOth. — I  was  informed  that  she  the  dav  she  laughed  loudly ;  she  has 

was  considerably  better  on  the  9tfa,  but  also  taken  more  nourishment.    These 

that  to-day  she  was  seized,  immediatelv  circumstances  have  raised  the  hopes  of 

after  vomiting  some  undigested  food,  all  her  friends.     In  consequence  of  a 

with  profouna  coma.    She  is  now  ly-  letter  which  I  received  from  Dr.  Hope, 

ing  in  a  comatose  state.    YThen  roused  with  whom  I  had  recently  correspond- 

she  appears    tp  be  partly  conscious,  ed  respecting  the  case,  we  ordered,  by 

though    speechless,    and  quickly    re-  his  suggestion,  that  the  turpentine  in- 

lapses  into  an  apparently  sound  sleep,  jecdon  shoidd  be  doubled  in  strength, 

The  pupils  are  sluggish,  and  the  heart  and  that  the  steel  should  be  continued, 

beats  strongly.    With  a  view  of  rous-  19th.— Since  the  8 A  she  has  been 

ing  the  nervous  system,  and  of  remov-  again   declining.      The  breathing   is 

701.— xxviii.  T' 
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hurried,  the  coagh  distressing,  and  the  attended    with    smarting,  itching,   or 

pulse  at  times  scarcely  perceptible.  discharge.    We  prescribed  a  purgative 

21st. — ^The  point  of  the  nose   has  plan  of  treatment,  with  calomel  oint- 

become  purple  from  extravasated  blood;  ment;  and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight, 

there  is  a  similar  effusion  under  the  when  the  girl  called  on  me  again,  the 

cuficle  of  the  nates.     Breathing  exces-  eruption  was   nearly  healed.      I   was 

sively  fast ;  is  evidently  sinking.  almost  sorry  to  find  the  remedies  had 

22d. — Died  at  three  p.m.  taken  effect  so  speedily,  as  it  was  my 

Throughout  the. course  of  this  sin-  intention  to  have  procured  a  drawing 

gular  case  it  was  considered  expedient  of  the  disease  at  her  next  visit,  that  1 

to  have  an  attendant  constantly  by  the  might  have  had  the  pleasure  of  send- 

bed-side,  to  administer  nourishment  in  ing  a  sketch  of  the  complaint  to  the 

small  quantities ;  and  there  can  be  no  Medical  Gazette.     Neither  Mr.  PauU 

doubt  but  that  life  was  prolonged  by  nor  myself  had  ever  seen  or  read  of  a 

sa  doing.    From  the  commencement  of  similar    disease;    we,    however,    both 

the  attack  to  the  day  of  her  death,  a  consider  it  to  be  a  novel  form  of  pso* 

period  of  six  weeks,  she  never  spoke ;  riasis. 

and  although  she  occasionally  smiled  

and  opened  ner  eyes,  it  is  probable  that 

she  never  recovered,  even  for  a  mo-         DESCRIPTION  OF  MR.  LUKE'S 

ment,  complete  power  of  consciousness  ELEVATING  BEDSTEAD. 

and  volition.      It  is  remarkable,  that  

although  the  complaint  was  so  dearly        j^  ^^^  ^^^,^  ^,^,  ^^^^^^j  ^     „ 

a  disease  of  innervation,  yet  the  di^es-  ^ 

tive  organs  performed  their  functions  Sir, 

tolerably  well  during  the  period  that  Every  surgeon  in  extensive  practice 

the  trance-like  condition  lasted.  has  probably  at  some  time  or  other  ex- 

In  Dr.  Elliotson's  Practice  of  Medi-  perienced  a  wish  to  secure  to  his  patient 

cine,  two  cases  of  a  similar  kind  are  a  ready  means  of   elevation  in    bed 

mentioned,  both  of  which  terminated  without  disturbance,  not  only  from  the 

fatally.      Thr«:e  cases  will  teach  the  convenience  which  results  from  such 

necessity  of  giving  a  guarded  prognosis  elevation,  but  also  from  the  more  speedy 

in  severe  forms  of  hysteria.  recovery  and    diminution    of   danger 

which  is  oftentimes  thereby  promoted. 

Three  weeks  since,  Mr.  Paull,  of  this  To    effect    these     desirable     objects, 

town,  obligingly  requested  a  patient  of  various   contrivances  have  been  sug- 

his  to  call  upon  me,  who  had  been  af-  gested ;  which,  however,  by  reason  of 

fected  for  five  months  with  a  peculiar  the  mechanism  employed,  nave  been 

complaint  of  the  skin.    The  patient,  a  rendered  so  expensive,  that  their  appli- 

girl  tetat.  14,  w*as  a  field  labourer,  and.  cation  to  actual  practice  has  not  oeen 

appeared  to  be  in  good  health.    The  so  frequent  as  the  indications  of  treat- 

catamenia  had  not  yet  appeared,  and  ment  dictate. 

she  complained  of  headache.  The  With  the  view  to  diminish  as  far  as 
eruption  was  confined  to  the  right  possible  the  pecuniary  objection,  yet 
fore-arm,  the  left  check,  and  the  skin  still  preserving  the  efficacy  of  the 
around  the  orbits.  The  patches  of  means,  I  was  induced  to  have  con- 
eruption  on  the  arm  had  a  singularly  structed,  for  the  use  of  the  patients  of 
symmetrical  appearance,  being  com-  the  London  Hospital,  an  "  elevating 
posed  of  concentric  rings.  The  lines  bedstead,"  in  which  are  combined  the 
forming  the  different  rings  were  even,  advantages  of  simplicity  and  cheapness, 
rather  elevated,  of  a  red  colour,  slightly  and  which  expenence  has  shewn  to  be 
fissured,  and  covered  with  thin  scales,  both  effective  and  easy  in  use,  and 
She  stated  that  the  patches  com-  capable  of  being  put  into  operation  by 
menced  with  a  small  rea  spot,  which  a  single  nurse  of  tne  most  ordinary  in- 
soon  became  surrounded  with  a  ring ;  telligcnce  and  strength.  I.  have  been 
that  another  quickly  ensued,  and  so  on  told  that,  as  it  admits  of  extensive 
in  regular  rotation  until  the  patches  practical  application,  it  would  be  useful 
had  acquired  their  present  dimensions,  to  make  its  arrangements  known  to  the 
The  largest  patch  is  about  four  inches  public.  Hoping  that  it  will  so  prove, 
in  diameter,  and  perfectly  circular,  i  beg  to  sena  to  you  a  description,  with 
She  says  the  eruption  has  never  been  a  diagram  annexed,  and  to  request  that 
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A.  The  bed  on  which  the  mattreu,  &c.  lies. 

B.  The  centre  on  which  the  strong  theet  is  stretched, 
c.  The  parallel  bars. 

D.  The  windlass,  &c. 

B.  Supports  for  cortain  rods,  if  required. 


you  will  kindly  afford  it  a  |>lace  in  the 
journal  over  which  you  preside. 

The  first  part  to  be  noticed  is  the 
bedstead  properly  so  called,  constructed 
after  the  commoa  mode,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  it  has  not  any  foot-piece 
raised  upon  it.  Its'  dimensions  are  six 
feet  four  inches  in  length,  and  two  feet 
nine  inches  in  breadth,  and  is  provided 
with  a  sacking  stretched  upon  it  in  the 
usual  way,  for  the  support  of  a  hair 
mattress,  blankets,  &c. 

The  second  part  is  a  frame  corre- 
sponding to  the  size  of  the  bedstead. 
To  this  frame,  around  all  its  sides,  is 
nailed  a  strong  narrow  fillet,  in  which 
holes,  at  equM  distances  apart,  are 
made  for  the  purpose  of  lacing,  and 
stretching  a  sheet,  similarly  provided 
with  holes  at  its  edge  at  similar  dis- 
tances. The  sheet  itself  is  also  pro- 
vided with  a  central  oval  aperture,  for 
the  convenience  of  the  occupant  during 
evacuations. 

The  frame  is  connected  with  the  bed- 
stead beneath  by  four  strong  flat  iron 
bars.  Each  bar  is  fifteen  inches  in 
length,  and  pierced  at  each  end  by  a 
hole,  through  which  it  is  riveted  to  a 
plate  fastened  by  four  screws  at  one 
end  of  the  bar  to  the  side  of  the  bed- 
stead, and  at  the  other  to  the  side  of 
the  frame.  These  bars  are  arran^d 
two  on  each  side  of  the  bed,  one  being 
placed  near  to  its  head,  the  other  near 
to  its  foot,  after  the  manner  of  the  bars 
of  a  parallel  ruler,  which,  in  operation, 
they  imitate. 

The  force  which  is  necessary  to  raise 
the  frame  is  applied  by  means  of  an 
iron  arm  fitted  into  a  square  socket  at 
the  foot  of  the  bedstead  |  upon  which 
arm,  at  its  more  distant  extremity,  is 


placed  a  small  windlass  acting  upon  a 
moveable  pulley,  attached  by  a  hook 
to  a  ring  on  the  foot  of  the  frame,  in 
the  manner  represented  in  the  diagram. 

To  enable  the  nurse  to  perform 
various  offices  about  the  occupant 
during  the  elevation,  it  is  necessary 
that  provision  should  be  made  for 
maintaining  the  elevation.  This  is 
easily  accomplished  by  holes  drilled 
through  the  spindle  of  the  windlass 
and  collar  in  which  the  spindle  re- 
volves. By  means  of  a  pin  inserted 
into  either  of  these  holes,  the  revolution 
of  the  windlass  is  stopped  at  any  de* 
sired  point,  and  a  maintained  elevation 
is  the  result. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  guard  a^nst 
the  danger  of  the  parallel  bars  being 
drawn  beyond  a  line  perpendicular  to 
the  bedstead  during  the  elevation.  A 
projecting  pin  should  therefore  be  in- 
serted into  the  plate  above  the  centre 
upon  which  the  bar  revolves. 

When  occupied  and  not  elevated,  the 
whole  has  the  appearance  of  a  common 
bed,  to  which  curtains,  if  desired,  may 
be  attached.  The  windlass,  &c.  at 
this  time  is  removed,  and  the  parallel 
bars  are  covered  by  the  bed-clothes. 
The  occupant  lies  upon  the  sheet 
stretched  by  the  frame  over  the  subja- 
cent mattress,  &c.  When  the  eleva- 
tion is  desired,  the  arm  of  the  wincUass 
is  placed  in  its  socket,  and  the  hook  of 
the  pulley  is  connected  with  the  ring 
at  the  foot  of  the  frame,  and  the  eleva- 
tion is  effected  by  turning  the  handle 
of  the  windlass,  and  maintained  by  the 
insertion  of  a  pin  into  the  hole  of  the 
spindle. 

When  a  change  of  sheet  is  neces- 
sary, it  may  be  accomplished  without 
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disturbance  tp  the  occupanti  by  placing  tical  importance  that  have  attracted  our 
the  clean  sheet,  during  the  elevation,  attention  in  perusing  the  work, 
upon  the  mattress,  &c.  taking  care  that  Dr.  Ramsbotham  observes,  upon  the 
the  central  aperture  be  in  the  right  subject  of  lingering  labour,  from  ova- 
situation,  so  as  to  correspond  to  the  rial  tumors  in  the  pelvis,  that  **  we  may 
aperture  of  the  soiled  sheet  when  it  is  establish  the  pnnciple,  that  if  the 
allowed  to  descend  upon  it.  After  this  swelling  possess  the  least  degree  of 
descent,  the  soiled  sheet  may  be  de-  fluctuation  evident,  a  puncture  should 
tached  from  the  frame,  and  the  clean  be  made  into  its  substance,  by  means 
sheet  attached  in  its  place.  The  former  of  a  trochar  introduced  through  the 
may  now  be  carefully  withdrawn  from  vagina  or  rectum."  Mr.  In^^leby*  has 
under  4he  occupant  with  little  or  no  published  several  interesting  cases 
disturbance  to  him.  which  bear  upon  this  point,  and  which 
A  bed  chair,  if  desired,  may  be  easily  would  induce  us  to  puncture  an  ovarial 
added  to  the  head  of  the  frame.  tumor,  which  impeded  the  passage  of 

I  am,  sir,  the  child  throuffn  the  pelvis,  even  if 

Your  obedient  servant,  there  wer-e  not  "  tne  least  degree  of  fluc- 

J.  LuKB.  tuation"  to  be  detected.    For,  if  the 

89,  BroaiStrert  Boildinjji,  head  of  the  fcetus  is  powerfully  pressed 

^       '  upon  a  tumor  that  does  contain  fluid,  and 

'  nwiich  might  be  evacuated  by  a  mode- 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICE    of  BOOKS,  rate-sized  puncture,  the  tumor  might 

-  still  feel  very  hard  and  resisting,  and 

offer  to  the  touch  no  evidence  of  fluc- 

«L*ADteur  se  tue&aloDrerceqnelelecteiirte  tuation.      Mr.    Ingleby,  with    praise- 

tue  A  abr6ger."-C'ALEMBERT.  ^^^j^^  fcandour,  relates  cases  in  which 

he  was  thus  at  firslf  deceived.    In  one 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetric  instance  the  tumor  reduced  the  diameter 

Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  rtference  to  ^^\«  P^^^/  ,^  ""?.%}             .  *  w« 

the  Process  qf  Parturition.    With  KK)  The  head  of  the  child  wbs  not  within 

lUustrations  on  Steel  and  Wood.    By  S^*^*^'    Th^  t"""^'  ^^^1  ^^J^'  ^^^  «*][: 

F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.  &c.   &c.  SI^^^-     \l  ^^  ^Z^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  1^^ 

London,  Churchill,  1841.    8vo.  pp.  than  another.    There  was  no  fluctua- 

QJ.2.  **<^^  evident  m  it.    It  was  not  harder 

during  the  pains  of  labour,  than  in 

The    notice  which  we  have   already  their  absence.     Here    the  difliculties 

taken  of  the  first  part  of  this  work,  were  great.    The  tumor  could  not  be 

when  it  was  in  the  progress  of  publi-  pushed  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 

cation,  is  much  too  briet"  to  do  justice  Embryotomy  was  impracticable,  and 

either  to  the  author  or  his  very  spirited  the  Ccesarean  section  seemed  the  only 

publisher.    It  is  intended  expressly  for  resource.    Before,  however,  this  despc- 

students  and   junior  practitioners  in  rate  expedient  was  thought  of,    Mr. 

midwifery.    It  is,  therefore,  as  it  ought  Ingleby,  as  an  experiment,  thrust  a 

to  be,  elementary,  and  will  not,  conse-  trochar  into  the  tumor,  and  drew  oflf 

quently,  admit  of  an  elaborate  and  ex-  seven  ounces  of  clear  fluid.    In  ano- 

tended  review.    Our  chief  object  now  ther  case  he  drew  off  twelve  ounces 

is  to  state  ourdecided  opinion,  that  this  of  fluid  from  a  tumor  thought  to  be 

work  is  by  far  the  best  that  has  at>-  goHd.    And  he   alludes  to  two  other 

peared  in  this  country,  for  those  who  cases    where  prolapsed  ovaria,    filled 

seek  practical  information  upon  mid-  ^jth  pus,  felt  so  solid,  that  puncturing 

wifcry,  conveyed  in  a  clear  and  concise  ^as  not  thought  of,  and  both  cases 

style.    The  value  of  the  work,  too,  is  terminated  fatally.     In  short,  we  pcr- 

Btrongly  enhanced  by  the  numerous  fectly  agree  with  Bumsf,  that,  "as  it  is 

andbeautiful  drawings,  by  Bagg,  which  impossible  to    decide   with  certainty 

are  in  the   first  style  of  excellence,  on  the  nature  or  contents  of  many  of 

Every  point  of  practical  importance  is  these  tumors,  we  ought,  in  all  cases, 

illustrated,  that  reqmres  the  aid  of  the  where  we  cannot  push  them  up,  to  try 

engraver  to  fix  it  upon  the  mind,  and    • 

to  render  it  clear  to  the  comprehension  *  Cues  in  Midwifery  (7).  We  quote  thli  title 

of  the  student.    We  shaU  offer  a  few  IS"  S*S**5hV«  wAlS'^w"^^^^  ^^ 

.                  .    .       «  referred  to  woen  we  read  tnem. — Hev. 

cosamenta  upon  some  points  of  prac-  t  Midwifery,  p.  3«,  8th  edition. 


; 
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the  effect  of  puncturing  from  the  vagina  express  purpose  of  turning,  while  ap- 

with  a  trochar."  parently  only  making  a  common  exa- 

At  page  347)  Dr.  R.  refers  to  Dr.  D.  mination,  I  have  returned  the  present- 
Davis's  '*  Osteotomist,"  an  instrument  ing  part,  and  then  waited  for  a  pain, 
which  '48  intended  to  hreak  up  the  which  has  brought  down  the  head." 
bones  of  the  child's  head,  particularly  This  is  a  very  different  mode  of  prac- 
at  the  base  of  the  skull,  so  as  to  enable  tice  from  the  old  and  now  abandoned 
theoperator  to  extract  the  foetus  through  attempt  of  grasping  the  head,  after 
a  very  narrow  pelvis,  and  to  prevent,  pushing  back  the  snoulder,  so  as  to 
in  many  instances,  the  necessity  of  hav-  bring  the  vertex  over  the  centre  of  the 
ing  recourse  to  the  0 cesarean  section."  superior  aperture. 
We  should  wish  to  know  whether  this  Uterine  hemorrhage. — ^Br.  R.,  we  ap- 
instrument  has  ever  been  used  in  prac-  prehend,  is  much  more  fearful  of  blood 
tice;  and  we  would  just  observe,  that  it  collecting  in  the  gravid  uterus,  so  as  to 
may  be  very  eas^  to  "make  large  endanger  or  even  destroy  life,  when 
bribes  in  strong  ribs  of  beef '*  by  the  its  external  escape  is  prevented  by 
osteotomist,  but  neither  easy  nor  safe  plugc^ng  the  vagina,  than  the  records 
to  employ  it  on  a  living  woman.  Our  of  obstetrical  experience  will  justify. 
own  experience  as  to  the  alleged  power  As  far  as  we  know,  this  apprehension 
of  the  ergot  of  rye,  in  inducing  uterine  has  been  more  frequently  mncisd  than 
action,  would  leadustoajo^ee  withMme.  proved;  for  cases  in  point  are  rare,  and 
La  Chapelle,  "  que  soninnocuit^  est  sa  even  ^e  possibility  of  such  an  occur- 
plus  grrande  vertuf."  We  willingly  rence  has  been  doubted  by  many  high 
auotetne  better,  because  affirmative,  evi*  practical  authorities,  some  of  whom  are 
aence  of  Dr.  Ramsbotham.  He  states  quoted  by  Dr.  R.  To  the  names  he 
that,  in  cases  in  which  he  wished  to  mentions  we  would  add,  the  always 
induce  premature  labour,  he  "made  valuable  evidence  of  Madame  La 
some  experiments  with  the  ergot,  and  Chapelle,  whose  long  experience  con- 
that  he  found  expulsive  action  soon  firmed  her  both  in  the  safety  and 
follow  its  exhibition  in  all  instances,  efficacy  of  the  plug*.  This  subject 
with  very  few  exceptions^  when  he  is  of  importance.  Ourmeansof  arrest- 
administered  it."  ing    uterine    heemorrhage,    in    cases 

Notwithstanding  the  complete  failure  wnere  we  cannot  deliver  the  patient 

of  the  ergot  in  about  forty  c^ses  in  with  safety,  are  few.    Plugging  the 

which  we  have  given  it,  we  would  still  vagina,  we,  in  common  with  many  of 

have  recourse  to  it  under  appropriate  the  best  practical  authorities,  regard 

indications,  from  the  confidence  witl^  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  certain 

which    many   respectable  authorities  cases,  and  we  may  fairly  require  very 

speak  of  its  power.  good  evidence,  before  we  allow  our 

Trimtner9e  preaentatidns, — ^Wedonot  confidence  in  the  practice  to  be  di- 
perceive  that  Dr.  R.  adverts  to  the  oc-  minished.  We  are,  of  course,  referring 
qadonal  possibility,  when  the  hand  or  to  the  use  of  the  plug  in  the  latter 
shoulder  presents,  of  avoiding  the  ope-  months  of  preniancy.  Its  safety,  and 
ration  of  turning,  by  adopting  the  prac-  certaintv,  in  tne  early  months,  is  not 
tice  mentioned  by  Gooch  and  others,  disputed.  Dr.  R.  tells  us,  in  a  foot- 
wad  which,  in  three  or  four  instances,  note,  at  page  504,  that  "  more  than 
we  have  had  recourse  to  with  success,  one  instance  has  come  within  his 
Gooch  saysl,  "  Sometimes,  when  the  knowledge"  of  internal  haemorrhage 
hand  or  shoulder  presents,  the  head  occurring  in  the  gravid  uterus.  Now 
resta  on  the  edge  of  the  brim  of  the  granting  this  fact,  and  we  do  so 
pelvis,  and  if  you  return  the  presenting  wilhngly  upon  the  assertion  of  the 
f>art,  the  uterus  is  so  stimulated  to  a  author,  we  would  reply,  that  plugging 
vigorous  action,  by  the  introduction  of  the  vagina  is  not  to  be  slightly  thought 
the  hand,  that  the  head  is  thrown  off  of  in  appropriate  cases,  because  in  the 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  descends  as  course  of  extensive  practice  "more 
in  a  natural  presentation.  I  have  sue-  than  one  instance"  nas  proved  its 
eeeded  in  this  way  in  many  cases  $  and  occasional  failure,  any  more  than  we 
in  some,  to  which  I  was  called  for  the  should  be  justified  in  abandoning  the 

•  Davi«*s  Obstetric  Medicine,  voL  U.  p.  1164.  *            ^                   _  ^ 

t  AoooQchmeiM,  1. 1.  p.  M.  *  Pnctique  dei  AcconchemMii,  par  Doff^  t. 

%  Midwifery,  by  Skioner,  p.  336.  U.  352. 
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practice  of  rupturing  the  membranes,  the  pains  becoming  more  rapid  and 

for  the  purpose  of  arresting  uterine  stronger,  the  bearing  down  sensation 

haemorrhage,  because  it  also  is  not  in-  is  accompanied  by  a  burning  feel  in 

variably  successful.  the  vagina,  the  original  plug  is  replaced 

We  are  not  at  all  inclined  to  deny  bv  a  smaller  one.    Before  this  smaller 

the  truth  of  Dr.  R.'s  assertion,  that,  in  plug  is  apphed,  an  examination  is  made 

cases  of  placental  presentation,    '*  in  per  vaginam,  and  the  following  cir- 

the  great  majority  of  instances,  the  cumstances  are  especially  attended  to. 

patient  will  die  if  relief  be  not  afforded ;  Whether  the  os  uteri  is  much  expanded, 

and  that,  under  entire  placental  presen-  and  whether  the  placenta  has  already 

tations,  delivery  should  be  effected  by  begun  to  separate  from  one  or  the  other 

art  as  early  as  is  practicable,  without  side.    Whetner  the  head,  or  the  feet,  or 

incurring  the    risk    of  injury."    We  what  part  of  the  child  presents.    Whe- 

merely  touch  upon  this  subject  for  the  ther  the  bladder  of  membranes  is  dis- 

purpose  of  stating  brieflv  the  practice  tended.    And  whether  it  can  be  ascer- 

recommended  by  Wigand*.    As  far  as  tained  that  both  the  presenting  part  of 

we  know,  the  opinions  of  this  celebrated  the  child,  as  well  as  tne  separated  edee 

writer  upon  tnis  important  practical  of  the  placenta,  are  equally  and  simul- 

S}int  have  not  before  been  given  to  taneously  pressed   down    during   the 

ngUsh  readers.  In  placental  presenta-  pain.    If  any  other  part  than  the  head, 

tions,  with  slight  hcemorrhage,  he  keeps  feet,  or  breech,  presents,  Wigand  tarns 

the  patient  as  quiet  as  possible  both  m  as  soon  as  he  can ;  but  if  the  presenta- 

mind  and  body.    During  the  intervals  tion  is  natural,  the  pains  powerAil  and 

of  the  hsmorrhaee  he  allows  her  to  freouent,  the  passage  of  the  child  ouick, 

move  about  gently,  but  carefullv  to  ana  if  the  patienrs  pulse  is  full  and 

avoid  fatigue.    The  bowels  are  kept  slow,  he  leaves  the  deliveij  entirel]^  to 

open  once  daily.    E^ceptin^  occasional  nature.    In  the  course  of  some  time 

aperients,  no  other  interna  medicines  unusually  quick  and  powerful  pains 

are  given,  except  in  particular  cases,  come  on,  and  expel  the  child  "alive 

Upon  the  first  occurrence  of  true  labour-  and  merry"    (Uhendigen  und  ganz  mim- 

pains,  or  rather  free  hemorrhage  at  teren  kindej,  together  with  the  tampon, 

about  the  period  of  labour,  he  plugs  the  The  placenta  is  expelled  spontaneously ; 

vagina  wiui  soft  linen,  steeped  in  thick  and  soon  after  the  child,  when  this 

gruel;  the  upper  part  of  the  plug  being  practice  is  adopted.    Wigand  assures 

moistened  with   a    solution   or   gum  us  that  for  many  years  he  has  carried 

Arabic  and  powdered  resin.    He  intro-  this  practice  into  effect  in  cases  of  pla- 

duces  the  plug  high  enough  to  enter  centa  prsevia,  and  that  he  has  not  lost 

the  OS  uten,  and  to  lay  finnly  against  a  single  woman  or  child ;  and  that  die 

the  separated  edge  of  the  placenta,  recovery  of  the  patient  has  always  been 

And,  in  order  that  the  plug  may  remain  favourable.    He  admits  that  there  are 

finnly  and  immoveably  in  this  position,  cases  in  which  this  plan  would  not  be 

he  further  fills  the  vagina,  m  every  applicable.    For  example,  in  women 

direction,  as  completely  as  the  patient  with  such  irritable  vagins  that  the 

can  bear  without  pain,  with  linen  or  plug  could  not  be  borne;  or  if  the 

pieces  of  sponge.  He  then  lays  a  thick  niemorrhage  had  matly  exhausted  the 

dry  towel  externally  and  firmly  upon  patient   before   tne   practitioner  was 

the  OS  externum.    He  takes  care,  at  consulted. 

the  same  time,  to  remove  any  morbid        Dr.    Ramsbotham    comments   very 

condition  of  the  uterus  that  may  hap-  properly  upon  the  hazardous  remaru 

pen  to  exist,  <'as  rheumatism,  spasm,  of  some  writers,  whose  statements  may 

or  inflammation.''    The  disposition  to  lead  young  practitioners  to  the  belidT 

bear  down,  which  vdll  soonei  or  later  that,  m  cases  of  retained  placenta^  fronf 

arise  from  the  artificial  distension  of  morbid  adhesion  to  the  uterus,  it  not 

the  vagina,  must  be  supported  as  long  nnfreauently  happens  that  it   is  in- 

as  possible  by  the  patient.     If   she  evitably  necessary  to  leave  a  portion 

succeeds  in  conquering  this  disposition  of  the  placenta  in  the  uterus.    "  It 

for  about  half  an  hour,  the  va^na  be-  would  be  my  wish,  on  the  contrary, 

comes  accustomed  to  the  irritation,  and  to  inculcate  tne  idea  that  the  whole  can 

remains   quiet.     If,  in  a  few  hours,  very  generally,  and  ou^t,  even  at  the 

■* expense  of  some  trouble,  to  be  removed ; 

«  Geimrtdcs  McBtclieB,  p.  lU.  Berlin,  1899.  &na  that  we  should  never  feel  satisfied 
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that  we  have  done  our  duty,  unless  we  twelve  weeks  after  its  displacement ; 
have  used  our  best  endeavours  to  effect  and  in  twenty  days  thepatient  was  well 
its  entire  abstraction."  Our  "  best  en-  enough  to  travel.  Ijie  hemorrhage 
deavours"  must  of  course  be  compatible  had  been  severe  during  the  whole  time 
with  the  safety  of  the  patient,  and  how  the  uterus  was  inverted.  Dr.  R.  would 
far  we  may  endeavour  to  remove  the  prefer  returning  the  inverted  uterus  and 
whole  of  a  morbidly  adherent  placenta  placenta  together,  and  afterwards  re- 
must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  moving  the  placenta  from  the  uterus ; 
practitioner  in  each  individual  case,  while  others  recommend  that  the  pla- 
•*If,"  says  Burns*,  **the  adhesion  of  centa  should  be  separated  from  its 
part  of  the  placenta  be  very  intimate,  attachment  before  any  attempt  is  made 
we  must  not,  in  order  to  destro}^  it,  to  replace  tjie  uterus.  Barlow's  obser- 
scrape  and  irritate  the  surface  of  the  vations  upon  this  subject  are  worth 
uterus;  but  we  ought,  rather,  to  remove  noticing.  He  says*,  "The  mode  of 
all  that  does  not  adhere  intimately,  replacing  the  inversion,  as  usually  re- 
leaving  the  rest  to  be  separated  by  commended  by  authors  when  the  pla- 
nature."  In  several  instances  that  centa  is  adherent  to  the  inverted  uterus, 
have  occurred  to  us  we  have  been  com-  is  to  return  both  organs  at  the  same 
pelled  to  leave  a  large  portion  of  the  time,  without  first  separating  the  one 
placenta  in  the  uterus,  as  a  lesser  evil  from  the  other.  This  counsel,  though 
^an  that  of  using  great  force  to  se-  resting  on  high  authority,  should  be 
parate  its  close  adhesions.  We  perfectly  received  and  acted  upon  with  great 
agree  with  Dr.  R.  that  such  an  alter-  caution,  as  the  bulk  of  the  two  pro- 
native  is  a  fearful  one ;  but  we  are  truded  organs,  when  surcharged  with 
sometimes  compelled  to  choose  it ;  and  blood,  will  present  such  resistance  to 
in  the  cases  we  refer  to  we  have  done  the  exertions  of  the  accoucheur  in 
so  with  safety,  for  the  retained  portions  attempting  reduction  under  these  cir- 
have  been  expelled  without  severe  cumstances,  that  it  cannot  be  effected 
heemorrhage  or  serious  symptoms  after-  without  using  great  violence,  and  ex- 
wards,  posing  the  woman  to  imminent  and 

Inversion  of  the  uterus. — Dr.  R.  states  unnecessary  danger :  and  supposing  it 

that  unless    the    uterus    be    replaced  to  be  accomplished  in   this  way,   the 

"  within  a  short  time  when  the  acci-  placenta  will  have  to  be  disparted  in 

dent  took  place,  he  should  presume  the  uterus,  and  afterwards  extracted, 

either  that  the  uterus  could  not  be  and  great  risk  incurred  of  a  second 

reduced  at  all,  or  that  the  heemorrhage  inversion,  which  presents  a  material 

must  be  excessive."  objection  to  this  mode  of  proceeding. 

We  would  just  observe  that  sponta^  The  more  rational  and  less  injurious 

neous  reduction  has  been  known  to  method  appears  to  be  in  all  cases,  whe- 

take  place  when  the  inversion  has  been  ther  the  placenta  be  attached  to  the 

of  long-standing  t.      GardienJ,  again,  uterus,  or  otherwise,  to  compress  the 

an  excellent  practical  authority,  says,  whole  substance  between   the  hands 

**  Les  auteurs  n'ont  tant  insist^  sur  la  like  a  sponge,  by  which  the  blood  will 

n£ce88it6  de  reduire  sur-le-champ  la  escape,  and  the  uterus  be  diminished  in 

matrice,  que  parcequ'ils  ^taient  dans  size:  and  the  placenta,  if  adherent  at 

I'opinion  que  si  on  laissait  ^chapper  ce  the  same  time,  will  be  separated,  so 

moment,  on  rencontrerait  par  la  suite  that  its  reduction  may  be  safely  anii 

plus  de  difficult^,  qu'elle  deviendrait  easily   accompUshed  without    further 

m6me  impossible.      L'experience  ap-  interference." 

prend,  au  contraire,  que  la  reduction  H<tmorrhage  after  the  removal  of  the 
est  quelquefois  plus  facile  au  bout  de  placenta, — Dr.  Ramsbotham  very  wisely 
•plusieurs  jours  qu'apr^s  quelques  heures  deprecates  the  advice  that  is  given  by 
de  retard  seulement."  We  have  re-  many  authorities,  of  immediately  intro- 
corded  a  case  of  Dr.  Belcombe's  §,  in  ducing  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  in 
which  the  inverted  uterus  was  replaced  cases  of  severe  heemorrhage  after 
labour.     He  would  first  adopt  the  less 

•  Midwifery,  p.  372. 8th  «ut.  ^^rsh  and  safer    means    of  external 

t  Osiander.    i>ie  Ursacben  und  Hulfanieif^vD  pressure,  and  the  apphcation  of  cold  to 

der  imreg^elmasugen  und  schweren  Geburten. 

Zweite  Anllage.  14S. 

±  AocoQcbemens,  t.  3,  313.  *  Enays  on  Siirgfery  and  Midwifery,  209.   Foot* 

I  Mao.  Qak.  vol.  Yii.  783.  note. 
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the  uterus.  If  these  means  fail,  which  eases  of  irritability  produced  by  a  loos 
we  know  they  will  not  in  the  majority  of  blood  which  had  previously  taken 
of  cases,  the  hand  must  then  be  mtro-  place ;  but  that  only  when  the  uterus 
duced  into  the  uterus  to  remove  any  is  contracted,  and  the  danger  from 
coa^a  it  may  contain,  and  to  ensure  flooding  is  past/'  p.  551. 
efficient  contraction.  We  very  cordially  Once  more  we  strongly  recommend 
a^^ee  too  with  Dr.  R.  upon  the  much  this  work  to  the  student  who  wishes  to 
disputed  point  of  the  use  of  opium  in  become  acquainted  with  all  the  lead- 
severe  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  in^  doctrines  and  facts  of  obstetrical 
although  his  opinions  are  opposed  by  science,  as  a  sure  and  safe  introduction 
the  hi^  names  of  Bums,  Stewart,  &c.  to  the  perusal  of  more  elaborate  works, 
"  I  have  stated  that  opium,  in  large  .... 
dows,  is  very  much  extJUed  Researches    on    Operative    Midwifery, 

and  Dr.  Stewart  but  that  I  consider  it  enuRCHiLL,  M.D.  &c.  &c.  Dublin 
a  medicine  inadmissible,  unless  the  and  London,  1841.  8vo.  pp.  360. 
uterus  have  entirely  contracted,  and  ^^ 
when  the  danger  of  fresh  bleeding  has  The  greater  part  of  this  work  has 
gone  by.  Opium  certainly  acts  as  a  already  appeared  in  different  period!- 
cordial,  lulhng  the  irritability  of  the  c^ls  ix\  the  form  of  detached  papers ; 
patient,  and  producing  sleep,  or,  at  any  and,  with  eveir  disposition  to  applaud 
rate,  a  composing  stupor ;  but  it  also  the  industry  or  the  author,  we .  cannot 
takes  off  both  muscular  and  uterine  refrain  from  saving,  that  no  additions 
action :  it  disables  the  uterus,  there-  are  made  to  tne  volume  before  us  of 
fore,  from  contracting,  even  when  it  is  sufficient  importance  to  justify  their 
so  disposed:  and  if  the  proposition  be  republication.  The  "table of  contents" 
true,  that  on  the  contraction  of  the  comprises  accounts  of  the  artificial  io- 
uterus  alone  we  are  to  rely  for  the  duction  of  [premature  labour;  of  ver- 
patient's  ultimate  safety,  it  cannot  but  sion,  or  turning ;  of  the  vectis,  or  lever; 
&pi>ear  contradictory  to  resort  to  a  me-  of  the  forceps;  of  the  perforator  and 
dicine  whose  very  action  tends  to  pre-  crotchet ;  of  the  Caesarean  section ;  of 
vent  the  effect  desired.  It  has  been  symphyseotomy;  of  the  umbilical  cord; 
objected,  that  although  opium,  in  small  a  report  of  the  Western  Lying-in  Hoe- 
quantities,  takes  away  uterine  action,  pital ;  and  l&^tly,  a  chr<mological  cata- 
yet,  in  large  doses,  it  produces  the  very  logne  of  midwiferjr  authors.  It  has 
ODjposhe  result,  and  excites  contraction,  always  been  our  opmion,  that  the  merit 
Tnis  proposition  is  at  variance  with  of  a  good  practical  compilation,  and 
common  sense,  with  all  analogy  of  the  the  requisite  ability  on  tine  part  of  the 
actions  of  other  dru^,  and  at  least  witli  compiler,  are  generally  very  much 
my  experience.  I  nave  often  seen,  at  underrated ;  and  we  are  not  at  all  in- 
the  commencement  of  labour,  uterine  elined  to  doubt,  that  Dr.  Churchill  has 
action  suspended  by  what  would  be  enough  of  literary  knowledge,  and 
considered  a  large  dose  of  opium :  and  quite  sufficient  practical  judgment  and 
if  the  same  quantity  will  take  away  experience,  to  enable  him  to  give  a 
action  at  the  beginning  of  the  process,  good  and  very  acceptable  abstract  of 
isitreasAiabletosnpposeit  win  excite  the  opinions  of  foreign  and  finglish 
it  at  the  termination  P  But  it  may  be  writers,  as  well  as  of  the  staiubid 
said  the  experience  of  practitioners  of  practice  of  the  day,  on  obstetrical  sub- 
eminence  proves  the  value  of  opium  in  jects.  But  neitner  of  these  objects 
the  case  under  consideration,  and  that  appear  to  us  to  be  satisfactorily  effected 
there  is  no  reasoning  against  experi-  bV  these  "  Researches."  They  consist 
ence.  I  by  no  means  deny  that  many  chiefly  of  a  ehronologioal  history  of 
patients  have  done  well  after  the  ad-  obstetrical  operations,  to  which  follows, 
ministration  of  large  doses  of  opium ;  for  the  most  part,  a  very  meagre  ac- 
but  that  circumstance  does  not  prove  count  of  the  practice  now  generally 
that  the  drug  was  the  agent  of  their  adopted.  Some  of  the  statistical  re- 
preservation.  I  should  be  inehned  to  coros  and  tables  are  valuable.  The 
attribute  the  recovery  to  other  causes,  essay  on  the  funis  umbilicalis,  and  the 
independently  of  the  exhibition  of  the  report  of  the  Western  Lying-in  Hosj^- 
medicine.  I  strongly  recommend  opium  tal  of  Dublin,  give  tne  volume  a 
in  large  doses,  and  thesolidformin  those  respectable  appearance  as  to  its  bulk. 
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but  any  great  merit  these  additi<m8  spent  their  money  in  paper  and  print, 

contain  has  escaped  us;  althoueh.  in  „«^   a:  a  -  -       I      .           Tr    *"*"*» 

justice  both  to  our  author  and   oir  ^^  ^^^^8  to  give  a  silent  vote, 

readers,  we  perused  them  with  becom-  *"^^®  ^^  forth  at  length  the  reasons 

ing  attention.  which  induce  them  either  to  acquiesce 

s====================ss=^=ss=z==i  ^  ^^  present  system,  or  else  to  hope  for 

better  things  from  a  regenerated  pro- 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  fession.    Among  the  throng  comes  a 

cu-M       iLT     f  laAt  general  practitioner  of  no  very  decided 

Fytday,  May  7, 1841.  opinions^,  but  who  probably  represents 

the  doubts  and  hesitations  of  a  con- 

«« Lioctomnibaa,  licet  eUMnmihi^difi^iiiuteni  siderable  class.    He  desires,  he  savs. 

AriiaMedicm  tueri;  potesU*  modo  veniendi  in  „.^  .        ,   .      ^,        ,     .  ^"     '        ,      ^* 

pubUcuni  lit,  dicendi  periculuin  non  recuao."  ^  tread  in  tne  straightforward  path 

CicKRo.  of  truth  and  honesty,  and  to  rank  with 

"~~"  those  who  form  an  exception  to  the 

'PRACTICALREMARKS'onREFORM.  general  rulei  but  who,  fearlessly  as 

Aftsr  many  nibbles,  you  may  expect  they  give  their  opinions,  foiget  not 

a  bite,  say  fishermen;  and  after  the  that  low  and  vulgar  satire  is  not  reason, 

several crudeBchemes,andbillsnotto  be  and  that  falsehood  and  abuse  are  not 

passed,  whichmedical  reformhasinflict-  substantial  and  conclusive  argumenta." 

ed  on  us,  it  is  probable  that  something  ^  .^  , 

efficient  will  reaUy  be  done,  although  "^"^  *^'*'"  """^^  ''^  ^^"^  P"*"^**^'  "**"' 
wedoubtwhetherit  willnowbeaccom-  On  the  first  of  the  two  kinds  of 
plished  during  the  present  session.  If  we  reform  which  we  alluded  to  above, 
were  to  hazard  a  conjecture  eonceraing  the  General  Practitioner  says  but  little, 
the  natnre  of  the  alterations  likely  to  He  merely  suggests  that  some  of  the 
take  place,  we  should  predict  that  they  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
would  be  of  two  kinds.  In  the  first  pany  might  be  elected  into  the  Court 
place,  several  medical  corporations  will  ^  Examiners — a  distinction  now  con- 
be  compelled  (for  better  or  for  worse)  ^n^  to  Members.  On  the  other  point, 
to  throw  down  the  wall  which  separates  ^  medical  education,  he  says  more, 
their  esoteric  firom  their  exoteric  mem-  ^ut  nothing  which  is  very  striking.  In 
bers,  and  thus  admit  all  alike  into  the  examinations  he  would  *'  cautiously 
interior  of  the  temple.*  Secondly,  some  Bteer  between  the  two  extremes,  beliei^ 
changes  will  be  made  in  the  system  of  ing  the  middle  path  to  be  the  safest." 
medical  education.  On  both  these  sub-  ^o  doubt }  so  would  we  all.  But  the 
jects  the  greatest  difference  of  opinion  questions  remain,  where  are  the  two 
naturally  prevails;  and  it  ia  scarcely  extremes,andwhich  is  the  middle  path? 
possible  that  the  details  of  any  new  For  instance,  to  take  a  topic  discussed 
regulations  should  be  generally  accept-  hy  the  author— should  a  competent 
able,  even  in  theory ;  far  less  in  their  knowledge  of  the  classics  be  required 
piactical  working.  Meantime, the  con-  from  medical  students,  or  not?  At 
tinual  discussions  of  delegates,  the  de-  present,  the  quantum  demanded  at 
elarations  of  conncils,  and  the  ceaseless  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  too  trifling  to  de- 
torrent  of  articles  and  pamphlets,  show  serve  mention ;  and  though  the  num* 
that  the  profession  expects  its  deep-  ^'  'of  candidates  plucked  in  this  sub< 

seated  evils  to  be  speedily  taken  into    ■    ■■ 

consideration  by  Parliament.    Men  of  «  Prmcticidiieiiutffcsonflif  meftsiu«spr»PMed 

name,  and  men  of  no  name,  have  ahke  Gencna  Fi«ctiiloBer,  ftc  Umdoa,  mi. 
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ject  is  considerable,  this  is  a  proof  followed,  the  young  practitioner,  with 

rather  of  the  inefficiency  of  our  com-  his  store  of  Greek  and  Latin,  French, 

mon  schools,  than  of  the  seyerity  of  German,    and   mathematics,   together 

-the  examination.  withmedicineandits  ancillary  sciences. 

The  Quarterly  Review,  on  whose  opi*  would  be  a  very  remarkable  person; 

nions  we  commented  some  weeks  ago,  one  whose  atttainments  must  be  the 

observed  that  the  preliminary  cduca*  subject  of  universal  envy,  and  whose 

tion  of  students  was  quite  overlooked  education  the  most  zealous  reformer 

both  by  the  College  of  Surgeons  and  would  scarcely  venture  to  meddle  with, 

the   Society  of  Apothecaries,  except  But  since  the  facts  are  otherwise,  let 

that  the  latter  required  the  candidates  us  consider  why  some  candid  persons 

to  construe  some  scraps  of  Latin.    The  wish  for  a  reform  in  this  particular. 

General  Practitioner  cannot  understand  and  desire  the  practice  to  be  brought 

what  is  meant  by  **  scraps  of  Latin,"  up  to  the  preaching.    The  "  General 

and  seems  somewhat  scandalized  at  the  Practitioner"  observes  that  members  of 

phrase.     If  he  lives  in  some  pays  Latin^  our  profession  may  be  extensively  useftd 

where  every  one  is  up  to  the  mark,  has  with  a  comparatively  scanty  measure 

a  scholarlike  acquaintance  with  the  of  classical  knowledge.    This  is  true ; 

language,  and  repudiates  fragmentary  they  may  be  useful,  not  only  with  a 

knowledge,  we  would  recommend  him  comparatively  scanty  measure,  but  with 

to  visit  the  establishment  of  a  London  no  measure  at  all :  a  practitioner  may 

grinder,  or  examine  a  few  pupils  going  treatfeverVery  sensibly,  though  he  could 

up  to  Blackfriars ;  and  if  that  does  not  not  read  whatCelsus  says  on  the  subject, 

teach  him  what  "  scraps  of  Latin"  were  it  to  save  his  own  life,  instead  of 

means,  his  case  is  hopeless.     He  fears  the  patient's.    Nay,  we  may  go  much 

something,    moreover,    which    is    not  farther;    a  man  may  obtain  a  large 

likely  to  be  proposed  by  any  one.     He  practice,  though  ignorant  of  the  ele- 

dreads  some  romantic  attempt  to  extend  ments  of  literature ;  and  many  a  sur- 

the  usefulness  of  practitioners  by '' high  geon  may  cure  a  broken  head  with 

classical  requisitions."     But  let  him  great  skill,  though  in   the   constant 

dismiss  his  fears  :  no  one  proposes  that  habit  of  breaking  Priscian's.    Ancient 

the  mass  should  do  more  than  come  up  and  modem  languages,  the  exact  sci- 

to  a  low  standard  in  classics ;  a  high  ences,    chemistry    and    botany,    nay 

one  is  quite  out  of  the  question.    The  anatomy  itself,  have  sometimes  been 

"  General  Practitioner"  makes  a  curious  thrown  overboard,  and  the  vessel  has 

objection  to  the -statement  of  the  Quar-  seemed  to  sail  the  better  for  losing  its 

terly  Reviewer,  when  he  thinks  that  the  cargo.    Bui  this  spohation  of  the  stores 

latter  must  have  overlooked  the  recom-  of  the  mind  is  a  dangerotis  experiment, 

mendationsof  the  Court  of  Examiners;  Martinus    Scriblerus    endeavoured   to 

for  they  assert  that  a  familiar  acquain-  give  his  son  an  abstract  idea  of  a  Lord 

tance  with  the  Latin  language  is  indis-  Mayor,  without  a  great  horse,  without 

pensable,  and  a  knowledge  of  Greek  a  gold  chain,  without  custard;    and 

scarcely  less  so.    The  difference  be-  thus  some  theorists,  with  the  hope  of 

tween  preaching  and  practice  was  never  retaining  the  essential,  and  the  essen- 

more  clearly  exemplified :  the  pamphle-  tial  alone,  would  reject  the  greater  part 

teer  quotes  the  former,  and  the  reviewer  of  what  have  always  been  considered 

the  latter.    If  all  these  recommenda-  the  ornamental  necessaries  of  a  profe»- 

tions  of  the  Worshipful  Society  were  sional  man. 
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But  while  the  partisans  of  a  mini-  Still  the  education  of  a  nmnerous 
mum  of  education  may  quote  some  body  cannot  be  radically  amended  in 
strong  examples  in  favour  of  their  a  moment.  In  order  that  these  pre* 
BigomentSy  those  who  recommend  a  liminary  studies  may  be  pursued  with 
larger  acquisition  of  knowledge  do  not  advantage,  our  common  schools  must 
lack  topics  to  urge  on  their  side  of  the  be  improved;  or  parents  must  be 
question.  They  allege  that  although  warned  against  those  ill-managed  aca- 
instanees  are  not  wanting  of  practi-  demies,  where  nothing  is  tolerable  but 
tioners  who  have  attained  great  success,  the  prospectus.  However,  just  as  we 
with  an  imperfect  education,  and  un-  urged  in  our  late  observations  on  Dr. 
cultivated  mind,  yet  that  SUCH  examples  Peacock's  proposed  reforms,  that  the 
are  rarer  than  is  sometimes  asserted ;  improvements  made  at  Cambridge  will 
that,  on  the  whole,  he  who  has  most  necessarily  benefit  the  schools  which 
tickets  has  the  best  chance  in  the  lottery  prepare  students  for  the  University ;  so 
of  life ;  and  that  the  social  superiority  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Society  of 
of  a  professional  man  to  the  most  in-  Apothecaries  to  effect  improvements 
genious  artisan,  depends,  in  a  great  in  many  schools  by  demanding  some- 
measure,  on  his  general  information,  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  preliminary 
They  add,  that  the  position  of  a  whole  education. 

profession  in  society  is  to  be  estimated  Such  an  examination  would,  of 
not  by  the  reception  given  to  a  few  course,  be  sufficiently  easy  to  allow 
of  its  leaders,  but  by  the  place  vouch-  students,  even  from  our  conunon 
safedtoa  mere  average  member;  and  schools,  to  pass  without  much  diffi- 
that  if  we  adopt  this  reasonable  cri-  culty ;  for  any  barrier  suddenly  <;heck- 
terion,  much  remains  to  be  done  to  ing  admission  into  our  ranks,  and  ex- 
elevate  the  practitioner  of  physic.  In  eluding  a  host  of  applicants,  would  be 
conclusion  they  observe  that  we  may  considered,  and  with  justice,  a  practi- 
apply  to   the  practitioner  of  physic  cal  grievance, 

what  was  said  of  lawyers  by  a  great  The  same  may  be  said  of  examina- 
authority,  that  every  kind  of  know-  tions  imdergone  by  the  pupil  after  the 
ledge  comes  into  play  in  the  practice  completion  of  his  professional  studies, 
of  his  profession.  Hence  we  may  but  with  an  additional  circumstance, 
learn,  in  answer  to  the  General  Practi-  if  any  thing  is  added  to  the  length 
tioner,  why  so  sound  a  critic  as  the  or  severity  of  the  present  studies, 
Quarterly  Reviewer  desired  the  standard  it  should  be  in  purely  practical  mat- 
of  classical  knowledge  to  be  raised  ters ;  and  it  might  be  well  to  make 
among  students ;  not  merely  that  they  room  for  the  essential,  either  by  dis- 
might  know  the  names  of  the  tools  pensing  entirely  with  some  of  the 
they  use,  and  read  some  great  writers  minor  subjects,  or  by  confining  them 
in  the  original  languages,  but  that  within  narrow  limits.  The  medical 
they  might  enlarge  their  minds  by  the  colleges,  which  we  suggested  in  our 
conquest  of  difficulties,  and  contend  on  article  of  April  2d,  would  be  admirable 
equal  terms  with  the  other  learned  adjuncts  to  any  improvements  in  pro- 
professions,  fessional  education,   giving  life    and 

The  same  considerations,  mutatis  mu-  existence   to   regulations   which,    for 

tandis,  may  be  applied  to  the  other  ^ant  bf  them,  are  too  often  but  a  dead 

branchesof  study  recommended  by  the  letter.    Mr.  Green,  in  his  late  pam- 

WoTshipful  Society.  phlet,   "  The  Touchstone  of  Medical 
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Reform,"  suggests  that  candidates  for  LONDON     UNIVERSITY 

general  practice  should  be  examined  EXAMINERS, 

by  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  y^^  ^jre  cpnte  at  a  loss  to  understand 

geons;  as  an  examining  Board,  con-  the  principle  on  which  the  office-bearers 

Bisting  of  general  practitioners,  would  of  tlie  London  University  are  elected. 

:    Vm^,  V  ^    ,!       F               »  Last  year  Dr.  Tweedie  was  set  aside, 

be  likely  to  alienate  them  from  those  ^^y^^^^  ^ny  one  knowing  why,  and 

bodies,  the  character  of  which  tends  to  jy^,  Watson  elected  in  his  place.    This 

give  them  rank  and  estimation.    The  year  the  former  is  replacea  again,  and 

author  of  the  pamphlet,  on  the  other  the  latter  discharged,  quite  as  unex- 

x.     J    *u-  1,    JuTTfu^  ^•^  r.f  ,r«nor<ii  pcctcdW  as  lu  thc  former  case !    The 

hand,  thinks  that  the  nse  of  general  g„       /i^^,  naturally  produced  under 

practitioners  in  the  profession  is  chiefly  oy^nary  circumstances  would  be,  that 

attributable  to  the  regulations  of  the  the  party  set  aside  had,  in  some  way  ot 

Society  of  Apothecaries  j  and  he  con-  other,  been  found  unfit :  but  the  chop- 

«quently  wishes  stm  to  leave  in  their  ^'^^^U^^^t  ^'X^r 

hands  the  office  which  they  have  dis-  ^^^  totally  different  considerations  have 

charged  so  welL    The  objection  found-  been  at  work, 
ed  on  the  connection  of  general  practi-        Among  those  elected  examiners  on 

tioner,   with   trade,   he    thid«    the  ^AT/JSierteeSSfS^^ 

offspnng  of  mere  ignorance.  ^j^^  omission  ofDr.  Watson's  name  from 

«*  Very  many  of  the  general  practi-  the  list,  has  tendered  his  resignation, 

tionera  of  London  confine  their  de-  as  appears  by  the  following  letter, 
mands  upon  their  patients  to  medical  "9,  Qaeen  Street,  May  Fair,  lOtb  April,  184l. 

or  surgical  attendance ;  and  where  this        My  Lord,  — As  President   of  the 

is  not  strictly  the  case,  m  the  majority  g^^^^^  ^^  ^^  University  of  London, 
of  instances  it  is  owine  to  the  pubhc        ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  Lordship 

mmd  not  bemg  ahve  to  the  importance  ^  resignation  of  the  office  of  Examiner 

of  such  a  procedure,  and  not  a  yolun-  in-Midwfery,  to  which  I  had  the  honour 

tary  act  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  ^^  ^^^.^g  appointed  on  the  8th  instant. 
*^i"^®^-  The  fact  made  apparent  at  the  late 

Tiiis  statement  is  obviously  an  exag.  election,  that  a  fwthful  and  efficient 

^  ^  xi.        -jJii      i.«»I<.  discharge  of  the  duties  of  an  office  may 

geration ;    for  as  the   middle  classes  nevertheless  be  followed  by  dismissal, 

insist  on  having  physic  as  well  as  ad-  has  compelled  me  to  withdraw  myself 
vice  from  their  medical  attendants,  the .  from  a  position  which,  though  honouri- 

man  who  endeavours  to  obtain  practice  a^K  in  itself,  may  entail  on  me  also 

,  ,,  ^  r  1  the  imphed  censure  of  a  rejection, 

among  them  must  per  force  comply        i  need  not  assure  your  Lordship,  that 

with  their  wishes.  could  I  have  foreseen  the  results  to 

What  was  the  origin  of  the  Apothe-  which  I  have  idluded,  I  should  have  at 

cariea'  Act  in    1815  P    The  General  once  declined  the  offer  of  those  friends 

Probationer  «.ys  it  wa.  the  result  of  who^^J^-  the^ono^of^requeshn^ 

an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  four  dia-  ^^^^  ^^^jy  ^ow  delayed  tendering  my 

tricts  in  the  North  of  England,  where  resi^ation  a  few  days  that  I  mi^ht 

thei€galar  doctors  were  far  outnum-  avoid  the  imputation  of  a  hasty  decision 

bered  by  the  unlicensed  ones.  Accord-    ^^''^^'^}^.^Z'nf'fn^l^^^^ 

^  ,,     .         ,.  ^        .  .      *    appearance  of  disrespect  towards  that 

ing  to  Gray,  the  immediate  ongin  of   ^^^  ^^  gentiemen  over  whom  your 

the  Act  was  a  meeting  convened  in    Lordship  presides. — I  am,  my  Loid, 

July  1812|  to  consider  the  high  price        Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

offflass.  RoBBBT  Ferguson,  M.I)." 

These  oecorrenoes  will  render  most 

•  Supplement  to  tlie  Ffaamiacop.  pref.  p.  xix.      persons— at  least  those  who  are  fit  for 

——  the  appointments  in  question — ^rather 

chary  about  accepting  them. 
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ROYAL  MEDICAL  8t  CHIRURGIC AL  •  «»««  ^^^c*  or  advanoed  stage  of  pnlmonarf 

cckmrp'rv  apoplexy. 

SOCIETY.  The  author's  object,  however,  in  the  pre* 

April  S3, 1841 .  sent  communication,  is  not  to  solicit  attention 

D*.  Williams  in  the  Chair.  ^  "^  *l,'^Ta?^"j  ^'^  !^^^^  ^  ^"^ 

out  a  mode  of  oistnoution  of  the  pulmonarj 

'  Teins  which  has  not,  as  far  as  he  knows, 

Observations  on  the  Anatomy  qfthe  Lungs.  ^  ^^P^  ^IJ^r  preoe^  ^tomist. 

Bj  Thomas  Addison,  M.D.,  Physidan  !f%^I^  S^  fT^  ^!^„^  ^^^i 
to  Guy's  Hospital.  Sj  Pf ^J**'  Meckel,  Adelon,  OUivier,  and 
''  ^  Bichat,  touching  the  situation  and  course  of 
The  author  b^ns  by  expressing  an  opinion,  the  minute  pulmonary  veins,  the  author  pro- 
that  notwitiistanding  the  attention  which  has  oeeds  to  shew  the  mode  of  their  distributma 
been  devoted  of  late  to  morbid  anatomy,  it  which  his  own  dissections  appear  to  demon- 
is  by  no  means  apparent  that  those  re-  strate.  It  would  exceed  the  limits  of  an 
searehea  have  been  made  sufBdentiy  availa-  abstract*to  give  the  author's  description  at 
ble  to  explain  the  function  and  structure  of  length  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  lung  is 
obscure,  intricate,  and  complicated  parts  of  made  up  essentially  of  a  vast  expanse  of 
the  body  in  a  state  of  health.  Proceeding  membrane,  the  interior  of  which  is  unceas- 
on  this  principle  of  rendering  healthy  and  inglyexposedto  the  influence  of  atmospheric 
morbid  anatomy  mutually  subsenrient  to  the  air,  and  upon  the  surface,  or  in  the  sub- 
efaicidation  of  each  other,  the  author  hopes  stance,  of  which  are  spraad  out  the  capillary 
that  be  has  succeeded  in  Ulustrating,  if  not  ramifications  of  the  pulmonary  artery ;  these 
in  demonstrating,  certain  points  of  great  arterial  capillaries  passing  from  thence  to 
interest  with  reference  to  the  lungs,  some  of  the  exterior  of  tilie  membrane  to  form  the 
which  have  been  already  pretty  generally  ad-  pulmonary  vein,  which,  throughout  its  whole 
mitted,  whilst  others  are  perhaps  altogether  course,  is  found  to  be  situated  on  the  exterior 
novel.  The  results  of  his  investigations  of  the  aerial  cellular  structure  of  the  organs, 
on  this  subject  seem  to  him  to  prove  The  author  indulges  a  hope  that,  with  a 
almost  beyonid  dispute  —  That  the  aerial  knowledge  of  this  striking  distribution  of 
cellular  tissue  of  the  lungs  is  made  up  of  the  pulmonary  vein,  we  sludl,  in  future,  be 
well-defined,  rounded,  or  oval  lobules,  more  successful  in  our  investigations  into 
tmited  to  each  other  by  interiobular  cellular  the  pathology  of  phthisis ;  and  especially 
membranes,  each  lobule  constituting  a  sort  that  it  will  set  at  rest  the  long>agitated  ques- 
of  distinct  lung  in  miniature,  having  its  own  tions  respecting  the  origin  and  seat  of  pul- 
separate  artery  and  vein ;  that  those  lobules  monary  apoplexy, 
do  -not    communicate    directiy    with   each 

other  f  that  they  do  not,  as  Reissessen  has  The  president  remarked  that  the  paper 
Bnpp<Med,  consist  of  the  globular  extremities  just  read  appeared  to  him  to  possess  pecoUar 
of  as  many  bronchial  tubes,  but,  on  the  interest,  not  merely  in  regard  to  anatomy 
contrary,  as  Dr.  Hodgkin  has  suggested,  are  and  physiology,  but  still  more  in  its  relation 
made  up  of  a  collection  of  cells,  in  which,  to  pathology.  If  he  had  understood  its 
by  a  common  opening,  a  minute  filiform  import  aright,  it  implied  that  henceforward 
bronchial  tube  abruptiy  terminates ;  that  many  of  tihe  diseases  of  the  lung  would  be 
the  pulmonary  artery  accompanies  the  much  more  under  control,  and  even  that  we 
bronchi,  branch  for  branch,  to  the  minutest  might  see  no  more  of  phthisis.  He  should 
divisions  of  the  latter  ;  that  pneumonia  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  author  some- 
consists  essentially  of  inflammation  of  the  what  more  of  the  application  of  his  discovery 
aerial  cells ;    that  pneumonia  and  infiam*  to  pathology. 

matory  tubercle  are  identical ;   that  acute  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  said  he  feared  that 

pneumonia  in  healthy  constitutions  scarcely  the  president  had,  like  himself,  been  some- 

ever  leads  to  the  formation  of  an  abscess,  what  disturbed  in  his  attention  to  the  paper 

unless  deposit  previously  existed,  but  that  by  the  interruption  which  had  accidentally 

when  it  occurs  in  cachectic  or  broken-down  arisen,  and  by  the  difficulty  which  the  secre- 

oonstitutions,  or  supervenes  in  the  progress  tary  had  experienced  in  deciphering    Dr. 

of  organic  diseases,  it  causes  one  or  more  Addison's  hand-writing.     Mr.  Cooper,  then 

distinct  lobules  to  soften  down  into  an  ill-  detailing  what  he  thought  he  had  understood 

conditioned  abscess ;  that  ordinary  tubercles  to  be  the  objects  of  the  paper,  said  that  he 

present  the  same  varieties  in  the  lungs  that  believed  it  would  be  foudd  to  have  peculiar 

they  do  in  serous  membranes;  that  emphy-  interest,  especially  by  the  relation  which  the 

sema  of  the  lungs  consists  chiefly  of  mere  lungs  were  now  found  to  hold  with  certain 

dilatation  of  the  cells,  but  in  parts  also  of  other  organs  of  the  4)ody,  in  regard  to  the 

more  or  less  extensive  laceration  of  them  ;  distribution  of  their  vessels,  and  the  sepa- 

and,  lastly,  that  the  circumscribed  gangrene  rated  course  of  their  arteries  and  veins.     In 

of  Laennec  is  commonly,  if  not  uniformly,  the  thymus  and  thyroid  glands,  for  example, 
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and  in  the  capsols  renales,  there  was  a  came  from  the  exterior  of  the  lobules.  In 
similar  separation  of  the  arteries  and  veins,  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  Dr. 
only  in  these  the  arteries  were  on  the  exte-  Addison  said  that  he  supposed  it  was  not 
rior,  the  veins  in  the  interior  of  the  organs ;  possible  to  tell  whether  minute  vessels  of 
while  in  the  lungs  Dr.  Addison  had  idiewn  the  lung  ran  on  the  surface  or  in  the  sub- 
the  arteries  in  the  interior,  the  veins  in  the  stance  of  the  membrane  of  the  aerial  cells, 
exterior  of  the  organ ;  for  of  course  the  He  also  detailed  some  observations  which  he 
exterior  of  the  lobtdes  on  which  these  veins  had  made  on  the  distribution  of  the  vessels 
were  traced  might  be  spoken  of  as  the  ex-  in  the  lung  of  the  frog,  in  which  there  was  a 
terior  of  the  organ.  Ue  thought  it  likely  similar  separation  of  the  main  arteries  and 
that  this  difference  of  relative  position  might  veins,  only  that  here  the  pulmonary  vein  ran 
have  something  to  do  with  the  very  different  in  the  interior  of  the  saccular  lung,  as  if  to 
offices  of  the  veins  in  the  two  cases ;  which  guard  it  from  pressure  during  any  great  ex- 
were,  in  the  one,  to  carry  purified  blood  from  ertion  of  the  animal,  by  placing  it  in  a  me- 
the  capillaries  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart ;  dium  of  elastic  air. 

in  the  other,  to  carry  deteriorated  blood  into        Mr.  Bowman  said  that  the  microscopic 

the  general  venous^  system.  examination  which  he  had  made  of  the  struc- 

Dr.  Addison  saicl  he  did  not  think  there  ture  of  the  lungs  had  shewn  him  that  the 

was  any  expression  in'  his  paper  that  could  air-cells  were  composed  of  a  perfectly  homo- 

justly  lead  to  the  idea  that  he  contemplated,  geneous  tissue,  and  that  they  were  all  lined 

aa  a  result  of  his  diaoovery  of  the  course  of  by  a  very  fine  epithelium,  thickly  set  with 

the    pulmonary    veins,   the    extinction   of  ciliae,  which    were  during  life  continually 

phthisis.    At  the  same  time  he  believed  that  vibrating,      lliis    ciliary    epithelium    waa 

it  might  prove  of  some  importance  in  the  the    continuation    of    that    which    lined 

determination  of  the  true  seat  and  pathology  the    whole    of  the    bronchial   tubes.     He 

of  certain  pulmonary  diseases.      For  ex-  had  no  doubt  that  the  capillaries  of  the 

ample,     it    is    still    a    question    whether,  lungs  might  be  said  to  be  arranged  in  the 

in  what  was  called  cedema  pulmonum,  the  substance  of  the  membrane  of  the  air-cells ; 

serous  fluid  with  which  the  lungs  were  found  that  is,  like   the   capillary  vessels   of   all 

loaded  was  situated  in  the  air-cells  of  the  similar  membranes,  they  are  placed  beneath 

lungs,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue  investing  them  the  epithelium.     In  a  lung  he  had  recently 

and  the  lobules ;  and  so  also  in  pulmonary  injected  he  had  observed  the  same  isolation 

apoplexy,  it  was  still  disputed  what  was  the  of  the  pulmonary  veins  from  the  arteries  and 

seat  of  the  effusion  of  blood.     Now  these  bronchial  tubes  as  Dr.  Addison  had  described, 

and  many  similar  questions  he  thought  might  but  at  the  time  had  thought  it  of  no  practical 

be  explained  by  following  out  the  mode  of  importance. 

investigation  he  had  adopted.  If,  for  ex-  Mr.  Paget  said  that  he  thought  the  mis- 
ample,  on  separating  the  lung  into  its  parts,  understanding  respecting  the  arrangement  of 
lobule  by  lobule,  as  he  had  done,  it  was  the  arteries  on  the  interior,  and  the  veins  on 
found  that  the  fluid  effused  was  not  removed  the  exterior,  of  the  structures,  had  arisen 
or  diminished  in  quantity,  then  there  could  from  its  being  supposed  that  Dr.  Addison 
be  little  doubt  that  the  interior  and  not  the  had  described  the  vessels,  not  of  the  pul- 
exterior  of  these  parts  of  the  organ  were  its  monary  lobules,  but  of  the  air-cells.  In  the 
true  seat.  And  so  on  for  several  other  air-cells  it  was  quite  certain  there  were 
questions;  as,  for  example,  the  seat  of  tuber-  nothing  but  capUlaries,  nor  could  it  be  pos- 
de,  of  inflammatory  tubercle,  of  pneumonia,  sibly  determined  whether  on  them  the  arteries 
&c.  or  veins  were  separated ;  for  the  vessels  there 

Mr.  James  Blake  said,  that  he  could  not  were  in  fact  not  dbtinguishable  as  arteries 

understand  from  Dr.  Addison's  description  and  veins,  but  were  merely  an  intermedium 

what  the  means  of  communication  be^een  between  the  two.    What  Dr.  A.  had  de- 

the  ultimate  branches  of  the  pulmonary  ar-  scribed  were  the  coarser  branches  of  the 

teries  and  veins  were.     He  had  spoken  of  the  arteries  and  veins,  of  which  it  appeared  that 

arteries  as  passing  to  the  interior  o^  the  the  former  ran  into  the  interior    of   the 

lobules,  and  of  the  veins  as  arising  from  their  lobules  or  collections  of  air-cells,  while  the 

exterior ;  but  had  not  mentioned  the  means  latter  were  arranged  on  their  exterior.     He 

by  which  they  were  connected.  It  was  surely  would  take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning, 

not  probable  that  they  formed  an  exception  what  might  have  some  interest  in  its  relation 

to  the  general  law  now  universally  received,  to  Dr.  Addison's  discovery,  that  in  the  last 

of  arteries  and  veins  being  connected  by  an  three  cases  of  pulmonary  apoplexy  that  he 

intermediate  system  of  capillaries  arranged  had  examined,  he  had  found  the  pulmonary 

in  a  network.  veins  coming  from  the  seat  of  the  effusion 

Dr.  Addison  said,  that  he  imagined  the  completely  blocked  up  by  very  firm  fibrinous 

pulmonary  vessels  did  also  so  communicate,  coagula,  similar  to  those  formed  in  phlebitis, 

but  still  the  preparations  showed  that  the  and  evidently  formed  long  before  death, 
arteries  passed  to  the  interior,  and  the  veins        Dr.  Addison  said  that  his  preparations 
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wouW  show  that  he  had  injected  not  merely  GLASGOW  COLLEGE. 

the  lar^r,  but  the  smallest  branches  of  the 

pulmonary  vessels ;  and  the  veins  might  be  ^®^^  March,  1841. 

seen  in  them  ramifying  like  the  diverging  

fingers  of  the  hands  or  claws  on  the  exterior 

of  the  lobnles.     He  then  entered,  with  some  medical  reform. 

detail,  into  the  pathological  deductions  which  A  mbbtino  of  senate  being  duly  summoned 

he  believed  might  be  made  from  the  fact  and  convened,  the  committee  appointed  by 

which  he  had  discovered ;  and  after  some  the  senate  to  consider  the  Bill  for  the  better 

observationa  from  Dr.   Mayo  the  Society  Government    of    the    Medical    Profession, 

adjourned. ^hich  has  been  introduced  into  the  House 

of  Commons  by  Mr.  Warburton  and  Mr. 

THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS.  Hawes.  beg  leave  to  report— 

1 .  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,, 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  evib  have  arisen  ft-om  the  possession  by  par- 
SiR,  ticular  corporations  of  local  privileges,  which 
As  there  are  now  in  this  metropolis  so  many  render  their  licentiates  alone  legally  qualified 
eoi-disant  schools  of  medicine,  and  so  various  to  act  as  medical  practitioners  in  particular 
in  the  means  of  instruction  they  afford  to  their  districts  of  the  country,  to  the  exclusion  of 
pupils,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  some  >dl  other  persons,  however  highly  qualified, 
strict  aurveillance  is  not  by  law  established  2.  That  it  is  desirable  that  those  local 
over  them.  Young  men  raw  from  the  privileges  should  be  abolished,  and  a  uni- 
country  are  led  to  enter  certain  schools  by  form  system  adopted,  whereby  the  graduates 
various  motives  ;  and  as  all  are  recog-  of  all  universities,  and  tb^  licentiates  of  all 
nized,  they  feel  sure  they  cannot  err  in  their  Icg&Hy  constituted  medical  corporations,  shall 
choice.  Too  late  do  some  find  they  have  ^  placed  on  an  equal  footing,  in  respect  to 
taken  a  step  which  they  will  silently  la-  the  right  of  practising ;  so  that  those  who 
ment  all  their  days.  Silently,  I  say,  be-  have  received  certificates  of  their  fitness  to 
cause,  were  they  to  complain,  such  complaint  exercise  the  medical  profession  from  any  one 
would  involve  their  own  reputation.  They  of  the  established  corporations,  shall  be  en- 
may  have  pasted,  it  is  true,  thanks  to  the  titled  to  practise  in  any  part  of  the  United 
grinders,  but  their  conscience  is  not  satisfied.  Kingdom,  without  requiring  to  submit  to  a 
Their  time  is  irrevocably  lost — their  money  second  examination,  or  pay  for  a  second 
is  gone — they  are  not  half  educated.     It  license. 

would  be  generous  in  the  old  respectable  3.  That  the  most  essential  part  of  such 

schools  to  open  their  doors  to  the  duped,  and  uniform  system  must  consist  in  the  general 

to  allow  them  to  finish  their  education  at  a  adoption  of  a  certain  course  of  education,  as 

less  charge  than  what  is  demanded  from  the  the  minimumf  entitling  any  one  tjo  become  a 

fresh  pupils,  which  they,   in  many  cases,  candidate  for  a  medical  license, 

could  afford ;  but  to  pay  all  over  again  is  4*  That  the  measures  proposed  in  the  bill 

more   than    many  in  our   poor  profession  recently  introduced  into  parliament  are  in- 

can  find  the  means  to  do.    Surely  the  College  adequate    to    the    accomplishment   of   the 

of  Surgeons,  who  have  the  surgical,  and  of  objects  in  view,  and  could  not  be  carried 

course  the  anatomical  departments  of  medical  hito  effect,  without  the  most  serious  inoon- 

instruction  under  their  charge,  should  deem  veniences. 

it  a  moral  duty  to  inspect  the  schools,  and  ^'  That  neither  the  proposed  compulsory 
see  if  the  facilities  for  acquiring  a  proper  registration  of  licensed  and  qualified  mediod 
knowledge  of  these  subjects  be  afforded  to  the  practitioners,  nor  any  other  measure,  can  be 
pupils.  In  many  cases  of  rejection  the  cen-  effectual  in  preventing  unlicensed  and  un- 
sure should  fall  on  the  teacher,  and  not  on  qualified  persons  from  practising  medicine, 
the  candidate  for  the  diploma.  It  is  to  be  so  long  as  there  exists  a  demand -'for  the 
feared  some  schools  are  not  established  for  services  of  the  latter  on  the  part  of  the 
teaching,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  public. 

fees.  6.  That  the  establishment  of  a  new  and 

It  may  be  said,  these  things  will  find  their  permanent  board,  having  power  to  control 

own  level :  no  such  thing.     If  the   pupils  the  universities  and  medical  corporations,  is 

were  to  pay  for  each  course,  they  would  find  highly  objectionable  and  uncalled  for ;    all 

their  own  level ;  but,  in  such  establishments,  the  real  benefits  contemplated  by  its  establish- 

he  who  takes  his  tickets  for  all  the  prescribed  ment  being  attainable  by  merely  .enforcing 

courses  at  once,  gets  them  at  a  reduced  uniformity  as  to  a  minimum  course  of  study,, 

price.     Once  caught  in  the  trap  there  is  no  to  f)e  determined  on,  after  due  communica- 

retreat,  and  silence  is  discretion. — I  am  sir,  tion  with  all  the  established  licensing  cor- 

Your  obedient  servant,  porations. 

An  Obsbrtbr.  7.  That  the  proposed  election  of  a  repre- 

Lomkm,  May  1, 1841.  sentative  body  by  the  entire  medical  profei- 
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lion  in  eidi  of  the  three  Idngdoms,  could 
not  fail  to  produce  a  regular  recurrence  of 
diBsenaion  and  agitation  among  its  members, 
which  would  interfere  materially  with  the 
ordinary  avocations ;  while  those  best  quali- 
fied to  perform  the  duties  of  a  representative 
would  be  least  likely  to  use  the  means  neces- 
aary  to  secure  their  election,  and  if  elected 
would  be  least  able  to  repair,  from  time  to 
time,  to  a  distance  from  their  homes,  for  the 
execution  of  those  duties ;  whence  the  ap- 
pointments would  inevitably  (all  into  the 
hands  of  persons  in  whom  neither  the  public 
.nor  the  profession  would  have  confidence. 

8.  That  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  would,  if  carried  into 
effect,  gndually  undermine  and  ultimately 
supersede  all  the  existing  British  Medici 
Sdiools  and  licensing  bodies,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  seated  in  the  three  capitals 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  by  confining  the 
power  of  granting  licenses  to  practise  the 
medical  profession  to  those  three  cities  ex- 
clusively, or  perhaps  to  London  alone. 

9.  That  considering  the  large  amount  of 
services  gratuitously  rendered  to  the  public 
by  the  medical  profession,  the  inadequate 
compensation  received  by  many  of  its  mem- 
bers for  their  long  and  expensive  education, 
and  for  their  laborious  professional  exertions ; 
considering  also  that  each  degree  of  Doctor 
in  Medicine  is  already  taxed  to  the  extent  of 
ten  pounds ;  and  considering  finally  that  it 
is  the  public,  much  more  than  the  medical 
profession,  which  is  interested  in  being  able 
to  distinguish  easily  betwixt  qualified  and 
unqualifi^  practitioners ;  the  Committee  is 
very  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  expenses 
incurred  by  an  improved  system  of  medical 
legislation  should  be  entirely  defrayed  out  of 
the  public  purse,  and  not  by  tax  imposed  in 
any  shape  upon  the  profession. 

The  senate  unanimously  approved  of  this 
report,  and  directed  that  the  same  should  be 
printed  and  circulated  as  extensively*  as 
possible. 

Glasgow  College,  March  lOtb,  1641. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 
IN  LONDON. 


when  he  has  a  degree  hi  medicine,  or  tiie 
license  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 

Hie  council  will  be  glad  to  receive  cor- 
responding statements  from  the  members  of 
the  Edinburgh  or  Dublin  College  of  Sur- 
geons, practiflng  in  England  or  Wales. 

Edmund  Bslfouk, 
April  8, 1841. 
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Monday,  ApHll  26,  1841. 

Lewis  Radge.— Joseph  Savory  Trior.— Egerton 
James  Pratt.— Thomas  Spencer  Wells.— Vnlliam 
Pritchit  Hodgson.— Robert  Lawle  Downall.— 
Samuel  Parker.— Ricbaid  Prior.— Inac  John 
Gillam. -James  Lewis  Winchniter.— Thomas 
Edward  Vernon.— John  Lodge. 

Fndojf^AprUZO,  1841. 

W.  Copeland.— G.  Gvillemard.— J.  Morgan.— 
F.  J.  Corboold.— T.  Tardrew.— A.  J.  Bormester. 
— G.  J.  Hilbers.- W.  Weld.— R.  G.  Coombe. 

Monday,  May  3,  1841. 

T.  Baynton.  — E.  Bemey.— J.  Young. —  R. 
Gilling.— J.  P.  Harris.— J.  whaley.— J.  Duncan. 
— R.  B.  Sollock.-^;.  P.  Bates.-T.  J.  Tufltadl.— 
J.  Clayton. 


APOTHECARIES  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  WHO  BAYB  RECBITBD 
CBRTIFICATB8. 

Thursday,  April  29,  1841. 

C.  H.  Buncombe.— F.  S.  Cornish,  Kinnbridge, 
Devon.— B.  Colchester,  Ipswich.— J.  CKsswell, 
Loose,  near  Maidstone.  -  R.  T.  Frere.  Diss, 
Norfolk.— J.  V.  Norman,  Videliscorolie,  Somerset. 
—J.  Rogers,  Watford.  Herto.— H.  C.  Goodlake, 
Cheltenham.— J.  H.  Partridge,  Colchester,  EMez. 
— R.  L.  Baker.— R.  L.  I.  Gaine.— C.  P.  DanieD, 
Norwich,  Norfolk.— J.  Fidler,  Dnnmow.  Essex. — 
S.  Hare.— G.  T.  Smeathain,  Great  Missenden, 
Bucks.— F.  J. F.  Payne,  Weymouth.— J.  Lith^ow, 
Weymouth.  —  H.  Lambert,  Drews  Leighton, 
Devon.— J.  Jackson,  London. 
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Kepi  at  Edmonton,  LaHtude  51<>  37'  32"  JV. 
LonyUude  0°  3'  51"  W,  qf  Greenwich, 


Thb  council  of  the  College,  desirous  of 
ftimishing  to  the  public  a  correct  list  of 
their  members,  request  that  each  member 
will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  the  secretary, 
between  the  1st  of  June  and  1st  of  July  in 
every  year  by  letter,  a  statement  containing 
his  name  at  ftill  length,  address,  and  date 
of  diploma,  in  his  own  handwriting,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  compared  with  the-  chrono- 
logical list. 

The  council  will  be  ftirther  obliged  by 
the.  member  stating  it  in  a  similar  manner 


April. 
Wednesday  38 
Thursday  .  39 
Friday .  .  .  ao 

.\fap, 
Saturday  .    1 
Snnday  .  .    3 
Monday  .  .    3 
Tuesday    .    4 


Thbbmombtbb. 

from  48  to  73 
43  89 
40      88 


38 
40 
44 

41 


89 
89 
53 
64 


BAaOMBTBB. 


80-06 
30*06 
30*1 1 

39*97 
39*66 
30-68 
30-61 


to 


30H)6 
30-09 
30*07 

99*84 
99*63 
99*76 
39*63 


Winds,  S.W.  and  N.E. 

Qb  3sch  ult.  and  two  following  days,  genersny 
clear;  rain  fell  on  the  3$th  and  39th.  The  1st 
inst.  clear.  The  3nd,  morning  clear,  otherwise 
cloudy,  rsining  very  heavily  daring  the  afternoon, 
accompanied  with  distant  thunder  in  the  north. 
The  3<V  overcast,  raining  frequently  during  the 
day.    The  4th,  morning  overcast,  otherwise  dear. 

Rain  fallen,  '435  of  an  inch. 

Ch\ri.b9  Hxnrt  Adams. 
Wilson  9c  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  MAY  14,  1841. 

•  •'•  '  I      I.  ..  .  ■  ■ 

LECTURES  contagion.     It  is  certain,  in  the  third  phioe, 

^^  ^^2  that  (besides  the  dog)  the  wolf,  the  fox,  the 

jackal,  and  the  cat,  haTecommnnicated  the  dis> 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE   OF  order  to  the  human  animal.     Mr.  YonaU 

PHYSIC  affirms,  that  the  saliva  of  the  badger,  of  the 

'  horse,  and  of  the  human  being,  has  caused 

DeHvered  at  King's  Coliege,  London,  rabies  ;  and  I  mentioned,  on  his  authority, 

*  a  case  in  which  a  groom  contracted  the  dis- 

By  Db.  Wat«on.  ease  from  a  scratch  which  he  received  while 

'  administering  a  ball  to  a  rabid  horse.      But 

LECTt7RB  XXXIV.  ^  ^^^  much  less  certain  about  these  latter 

animab.  Respecting  the  dog,  the  fox,  the 
Hydrophobia,  concluded,  VanouM  guM-  ^oif^  ^^  jackal,  the  cat,  there  can  be  no 
iUma  conridertd  rtapecting  the  dtaeate  aa  question.  The  rasult  of  certain  experiments 
it  appears  in  the  Human  Subject,  and  ^eAe  at  the  Veterinary  School,  at  Alfort, 
respecting  Rabies  in  the  Dog.  Pathology  ig  opposed  to  Mr.  Youatt's  statement. 
qf  the  disorder.  TVeatment.  Preventive  Professor  Dupuy  made  wounds  in  cows  and 
•'•*•'*'''*••  sheep,  and  rubbed  upon  these  wounda 
Aftbb  giving  you  some  account  of  the  phe-  sponges  which  had  been  chewed  by  rabid 
nomena  of  hydrophobia,  or  rabies  eanina,  I  animals  of  the  same  species ;  but  he  never 
began  to  notice,  in  the  last  lecture,  the  chief  succeeded  in  communicating  the  disorder 
of  the  interesting  questions  which  naturally  in  this  way :  but  when  he  used  a  sponge  that 
present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  most  had  been  mumbled  by  a  mad  dog,  then 
men,  and  especially  of  medical  men,  in  the  disease  occurred  in  the  sheep  and  cows, 
respect  to  that  shocking  disorder.  It  is  still  more  interesting  to  enquire, 
In  Uie  first  place,  there  is  sudi  a  disorder,  whether  the  saliva  of  a  human  being,  labour- 
It  appears,  too,  secondly,  fh>m  statements  ing  under  hydrophobia,  is  capable  of 
made  upon  credible  authority,  that  the  same  inoculating  another  human  being  with  the 
group  and  succession  of  symptoms  as  cha«  same  complaint?  Mr.  Youatt says  yes:  that 
racterise  the  disease,  whoi  it  is  produced  by  the  disease  has  undoubtedly  been  so  pro- 
the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,  have  been  duced.  If  this  be  so,  the  fact  will  teach  us 
observed  to  occur  in  persons  who  were  never  — not  to  desert  or  neglect  these  unhappy 
known  to  have  been  bitten.  My  own  opinion  patients,  still  less  to  murder  them  by 
is,  that  it  is  mora  probable  that  these  persons  smothering — but  to  minister  to  their  wants 
had  been  exposed  to  the  virus  without  being  with  certain  precautions ;  so  as  not  to  suffer 
aware  of  it,  than  that  the  disease  was  spon-  their  saliva  to  come  in  contact  witii  any  sors 
ianeoualy  engendered  in  their  bodies.  I  or  abraded  surface;  nor,  if  it  can  be  avoided, 
would  make  the  same  remark  in rqiard  to  an.  with  any  mucous  surface.  On  the  other 
instance  whidi  is  said  to  have  happened  of  hand,  all  carefulness  of  that  kind  will  be  un- 
hydrophobis  in  a  lad  who  had  beoi  bitten  necessary,  if  the  disease  cannot  be  propagated 
five  weeks  before  by  a  healthy  dog  s  the  dog  by  the  human  saliva.  Certainly  many 
remaining  well  at  the  time  of  his  sdsure  and  experimenters  have  tried  in  vain  to  hioculate 
death.  Mr.  Youatt  holds,  indeed,  that  how-  dogs  with  the  spittle  of  a  hydrophobic  man : 
ever  the  disease  originated,  it  never  occurs  but  there  is  one  authentic  experiment  on 
now,  not  even  in  the  dog,  except  as  a  con-  record,  which  makes  it  too  probable,  that 
seqifanee  of  the  application  of  the  specific  the  disease,  though  it  may  not  be  oommuni- 

702.— XXVIII,  U 
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caied  often,  or  easily,  is  yet  cammvLmeable,  lerted  in  the  part  bitten,  what  beoomes  of 

The  experiment  is  said  to  hove  been  made  it?    Is  it  immediatdy  taken  into  the  system , 

by  MM.   Magendie  and  Breschet,  at  the  and  does  it,  like  the  poison  of  small-'poz,  in 

Hdtel-Dieu,  and  to  have  been  witnessed  by  some  mysterious  way,  multiply  and  diffuse 

a  great  number  of  medical  men  and  students,  itself  in  the  body,  until  the  disease  explodes  ? 

Two  healthy  dogs  were  inoculated,  on  the  Or  does  it  remain  imprisoned  in  the  wound, 

19th  of  June,  1813,  with  the  saliya  of  a  or  in  the  cicatrix,  for  a  time  ?     This  is  an 

|>atient,  named  Snrlu,  who  died  of  hydro-  important  practical  question.      For  if  the 

phobia    the    same    day,   in  that   hospital,  poison  lurks  for  some  weeks  in  the  place 

One  of  these  dogs  became  mad  on  the  27th  where  it  was  originally  deposited,  we  might 

of  the  following  month.     They  caused  this  suocessftilly  remove  it  at  any  time  between 

dog  to  bite  others,  which,  in  their  turn,  the  infliction  of  the  bite  and  the  period  of 

beoame  rabid  also;   and  in  this  way  they  recrudesoenca.      Now    the    fiicts    that    at 

propagated  the  malady,  among  dogs,  during  this   period    of  recrudescence   the  wound 

the  whole  summer.      Now  this  is  a  very  or  scar  is  re-inflamed  often,   and  almost 

striking  fact,  yet  it  ought  not  to  be  con-  always    becomes   the  seat  of  some   fredi 

sidered  conclusive :   for  it  is  possible  that  morbid  phenomena,  pain,  swelling,  numb- 

the  dog  might  have  gone  mad  at  that  time,  ness,    and    the    like,    spreading    towards 

whether  he  had  been  so  inoculated,  or  not.  the    trunk  —  and    that,    toon    qfter  thi». 

It  may  have  been  a  mere  coincidence.     We  the  peculiar  paroxysmal  symptoms  begin-— 

want  rispetitions  of   such    experiments  to  these  fiicts  are  strong  in  favour  of  the  belief 

geiile   the    point :    nevertheless    we    have  that  the  poison  does  lie  inert  in  the  place  of 

enough  in  this  one  experiment  to  make  na  the  orighud  hurt,  for  some    time.      Dr. 

use  all  necessary  caution  when  engaged  in  Bardsley  states  that  the  recnidesoent  pains 

attending  upon  a  hydrophobic  patient.  seem  always  to  follow  the  course  of  the 

I  just  touched  upOn  the  question,  whether  nerves,  and  do  certainly  never  inflame  or 
the  saliva  of  a  rabid  dog  could  produce  the  irritate  the  lymphatic  gl^ds  in  the  vicinity, 
disease  if  it  fell  upon  tl^  90und  9kin  t  The  though  passing  in  a  parallel  course  towards 
first  of  the  two  cases  which  I  related  as  the  trunk.  He  affirms  the  entire  absence  of 
having  been  witnessed  by  myself,  would  any  fact  contrary  to  this  observation  in  the 
appear  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  works  of  the  numerous  autiiors  who  have 
question.  Mr.  Youatt  thinks  the  disease  written  on  the  subject.  I  mention  this 
woidd  HO/  follow  such  an  application  of  the  statement,  beeanse  it  certainly  is  not  comet, 
virus  {  but  that  it  cannot  Im  received  .upon  Mr.  Mayo  says,  "in  one  case  which  I  wit- 
even  the  unbroken  surface  of  a  mucous  nessed  and  examined  after  death,  the  inner 
membrane  without  the  greatest  danger,  part  of  the  cicatrix  was  bloodshot ;  and  a 
Horses  are  said  to  have  died  mad  after  eat-  gland  in  the  axilla  had  swelled  at  the  coming 
ing  straw  upon  which  rabid  pigs  had  died,  on  of  the  hydrophobic  symptoms."  And  I 
Portal  was  assured  that  two  <k>s8,  which  had  find,  among  my  notes  of  Mr.  Abernethy's 
licked  the  mouth  of  another  dog  that  was  lectures,  another  striking  case,  still  more  to 
rabid,  were  attacked  with  rabies  seven  or  the  point.  "A  very  intelligent  boy  had 
eight  days  afterwards.  Mr.  GiUman,  of  been  bitten  by  a  dog  in  the  finger :  he  vras 
Hii^gate,  in  a  little  pamphlet  on  Hydropho-  brought  into  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
bia,  quotes  an  instance  from  Dr.  Perceval,  Caustio  had  been  liberally  used,  affecting  the 
in  which  a  rabid  dog  licked  the  face  of  a  sinewy  parts,  and  producing  a  terrible  sore : 
sleeping  man,  near  his  mouth,  and  the  man  yet  the  boy  vras  recovering  himself,  and  the 
died  of  hydrophobia,  although  the  strictest  sore  was  healing.  One  day,  as  Mr.  Abeme-  f 
BMrch  biled  to  disooTer  the  smallest  sersleh  thy  was  going  round  the  hospital,  he  saw  ' 
or  abnskm  on  sny  part  of  his  skin.  and  spoke  to  the  boy,  who  said  he  thought             I 

Atthe  very  dose  of  the  lecture  I  observed,  himself  getting  well,  but  that  he  bad  that  ' 
that  even  should  it  be  clearly  proved  that  day  an  ^d  sensation  in  his  fingers,  stretch- 
hydrophobia  has  ever  resulted  from  the  ing  upwards  into  his  hand  and  arm.  Going 
Boratch  of  a  rabid  animal's  dsira — ^the  claws  up  the  arm,  Mr.  Abeniethy  saw  two  red 
of  a  cat,  for  example — ^we  are  not  to  set  it  lines,  like  inflamed  absorbents :  they  doubt- 
down  as  a  sure  thfaig  that  the  disease  can  be  less  were  so.  He  affected  to  make  light  of 
Introduced  into  the  system  independently  the  matter,  ordered  a  poultice,  and  recom- 
of  tiie  saliva  of  the  diseased  animal.  As  we  mended  the  boy  to  take  some  medicine. 
know  that  dogs  and  eata  are  in  the  h^it  of  Eariy  the  next  morning   Mr.    Abemethy 

Stting  their  paws  to  their  months  when  they  visited  the  ward,  pretending  he  hsd  some 
1  uneasy  there,  we  may  readily  understand  other  patient  thm»  whom  £  vrished  parti- 
how  the  poisonous  saliva  may  be  introduced  cularly  to  see  t  and  when  gQing  out  again, 
by  a  mere  scrstch  with  the  creature's  nails,  he  asked  the  boy,  carelessly,  how  he  was. 
Mr.  Youatt  believes  that  the  saliya  en/y  H^  said  that  he  had  lost  the  pain,  but  that 
is  capable  of  conveying  the  disease.  he  was  very  unwell,  and  had  not  slq>t  all 
4.  Supponng  the  virus  to  have  been  in-  night.    Mr.  Abemethy  felt  his  pulse,  told 
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him  he  wai  a  little  feTerish,  as  mlg^ht  be  ez-  tlutnigh  the  wool.  The  human  being  la  least 

peeted,  and  asked  him  if  he  were  not  thirsty,  of  all  in  danger.  John  Hmter  states  that  he 

and  wonld  like  aome  toast  and  water.    The  knew  an  instance  in  wliidi,  of  twentr-one 

boy  said  he  vrnt  thirsty,  and  that  lie  ihouid  persons  bitten,  one  alone  became  affeeted 


likie  aome  drink  :  when,  howerer,  the  cap  with  hydrophobia.    Dr.  Hamilton  estimates 

was  brongfat,  he  pu^d  it  finom  him;   he  the  proportion  to  be  one  in  twenty-fi^e. 

oould  not  drink.     In  forty-eight  hoars  he  But  I  fear  these  compatations  are  much  too 

was  dead.  low.    In  1780,  a  mad  dog,  in  tlie  neighboor- 

Facts  snch  as  these  would  lead  to  the  hood  of  Senlis,  took  Us  course  within  a 
conclusion  that,  in  cases  in  wliich  excision  small  circle,  and  bit  fifteen  persons  before 
had  not  been  performed  in  the  first  instance,  he  was  killed :  three  of  these  died  of  hydro- 
the  scar,  or  the  sore,  might  be  cut  out  with  phobia.  The  slaver  of  a  rabid  wolf  would 
propriety  at  any  time  lidbre  the  period  of  seem  to  be  highly  Tirulent  and  effective, 
recrudescence :  and  if  the  case  liappened  to  These  beasts  fly  always,  I  bdiere,  at  a  naked 
be  my  own,  I  would  have  this  done  even  at  part.  Hence,  probably,  the  fittdity  of  their 
tiiat  period,  the  moment  any  new  sensation  bites.  The  fbUowing  statement  applies  ex« 
manifiBSted  itself  in  the  seat  of  the  injury,  dusively  to  the  wolf.  In  December  1774, 
Mr.  Mayo,  on  the  same  grounds,  advocates  twenty  persons  were  Utten  in  the  neighbour- 
the  removal  of  the  dcatriz,  even  although  hood  of  Troyes;  nine  of  them  died.  Of 
the  hvdrophobie  symptoms  may  have  ap-  seventeen  persons  similarly  bitten  in  1784| 
peared.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  facts,  near  Brive,  ten  died  raUdl  In  May  1817, 
now  referred  to,  show  with  any  certainty  twenty-tluee  persons  were  bitten,  and  four- 
that  tlie  poison  renudns  in  the  place  wliere  it  teen  perished.  Four  died  out  of  eleven  that 
was  first  deposited  until  the  phaenomena  of  were  bitten  near  Dijon :  and  eighteen  of 
recrudescence  take  place ;  but  they  afford  twenty-four  bitten  near  RodieUe.  At  Bar- 
some  presumption  in  ftivour  of  tliat  notion :  sur-Omain,  nineteen  were  bitten,  of  whom 
and,  in  such  a  diseaae  as  hydrophobia,  wears  twelve  died  of  hydrophobia  within  two 
bound  to  act  upon  the  very  lowest  presump-  months.  Here  we  have  one  hundred  and 
tion  that  affords  a  diance  for  our  patient's  fourteen  persons  bitten  by  raMd  wolves, 
lifo.  The  poison  may  be  absorbed  into  the  and  among  them  no  less  than  sixty-seven 
general  system  at  the  period  of  recrudes-  victims;  considerably  more  tiian  one-half, 
oenoe,  althongh  no  affection  of  the  absorbing  Iliere  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  nuuority 
vessds  or  glands  should  be  manifest:  through  of  persons  who  are  bitten  by  a  mad  dog 
the  veins,  namely.  escape  the  disease.    TUs  may  partly  be 

Considering  the  matter  philosophically,  owing  to  an  inherent  inaptitude  for  accepting 

we  might  be  inclined  to  suppose  that  the  it.    We  see  some  persons  who,  though  often 

poison  was  sikntiy  maturing  its  force  in  tlie  in  the  way  of  it,  do  not  eontraet  syphilis ; 

general  system  during  the  period  of  incuba-  there  sre  others  upon  whom  the  contagion 

tion,  just  as  the  poison  of  small-pox  and  of  amaU-pox  haa  no  influence.    Iliis  differ- 

meadea  are  presumed  to  do.    But  looking  ence  exists,  apparentiy,  even  among  dogs, 

at  it  practically,  I  should  recommend,  under  There  was  one  dog,  at  Charenton,  that  &d 

the  circumstances  already  stated,  the  excision  not  become  rabid  after  being  bitten  by  a 

of  the  cicatrix.  rabid  dog ;  and  it  was  so  managed  that,  at 

5.  Another  important  question  is  this.  Is  different  times,  he  was   bitten   by  thirty 

a  man  who  has  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  different  mad  dogs ;  but  he  outlived  it  all. 

and  in  whose  case  no  precautions  have  beoi  Much  will  depend  also  upon  the  drcum- 

taken,  a  doomed  man  ?  wiU  he  be  sure  to  stances  and  manner  in  which  the  bite  Is  in- 

have  the  disease,  and  tiierefore  to  die  of  it  ?  flicted ;  if  it  be  made  through  clothes,  and 

By  no  means.    But  few,  upon  the  whole,  ci  especially  through  thick  woollen  garments, 

those  who  are  bitten,  become  affected  with  or  through  leather,  the  aaliva  may  be  wiped 

hydrophobia.  clean  away  firom  the  tooth  befon  it  readiea 

It  ia  eurions  that   dlflbent  species  of  the  flesh.    In  the  fifth  volume  of  the  JStlm- 

anhnsls  appear  to  be  susceptible  of  hydro-  burffk  Medical  and  Swrgieai  Jtmmai,  there 

phobia  in  different  degrees.  Thus,  according  is  a  case  described  by  Mr.  Oldknow,  of 

to  Mr.  Youatt,  two  dogs  out  of  three,  bitten  Nottingham,  in  which  a  man  Was  bitten  in 

by  one  that  is  rabid,  become  rabid.    The  three  different  places  by  the  same  dog ;  viz. 

majority  of  horses  inoculated  with  the  virus,  in  the  scrotum,  the  thigh,  and  the  left  hand ; 

perish.  Cattle  have  a  better  chance:  perhaps  the  bite  on  the  hand  was  the  last.    Now  it 

because  in  them  the  skin  is  looser  and  less  seems  not  improbable  that  but  for  this  last 

eanly  penetrated.    A  foil  half  (he  thinks)  of  bite,  oh  a  naked  part,  he  might  have  escaped, 

those  that  were  seised  by  a  mad  dog,  would  At  least  it  was  a  remarkable  circumstance 

eacape.    With  sheep  the  bite  is  still  leas  that  the  |>luenomena  of  recrodeacence  oc- 

dangerous.    He  reckons  that  not  more  than  eurred  only  in  the  hand  and  arm.    The  dog 

one  in  three  wonld  be  affected.    The  tooth,  is  supposed  to  have  dosed  his  mouth  after 

pi^ps,  has  been  wiped  desn  in  its  paassge  inflicting  the  first  two  bites»   and  thus  to 


292     DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC. 

have  charged    hia    teeth    afresh  with    the  painful  state  of  suspense  and  nnoertamty, 

poisonous  saliva.  which  might  otherwise  have  haunted  him  for 

It  is  this  frequent  immunity  from  the  months  or  years.  If  the  dog  dies  mad,  the 
disease  in  persons  who  have  been  bitten,  that  injured  person  wUl  be  no  worse  off  than  if 
has  tended  to  confer  reputation  updti  so  the  animal  had  been  killed  in  the  first  in- 
many  vaunted  methods  of  prevention.  Igno-  stanoe:  nay  in  one  respect  he  will  be 
rant  persons,  and  knavish  persons,  have  not  better  off,  inasmuch  as  certainty  of  evil  is 
failed  to  take  advantage  of  this.  They  an-  preferable  to  perpetual  and  uneasy  doubt, 
nounce  that  they  are  in  possession  of  some  **  Give  a  dog  a  bad  name,  (says  the  proverb) 
secret  remedy  which  will  prevent  the  virus  and  hang  him  :*'  and  it  is  literally  so  with 
from  operating  :  they  persuade  the  friends  the  imputation  of  madness.  A  poor  wretch 
of  those  who  die  that  the  remedy  was  not  of  a  dog  is  perhaps  ill,  or  weary,  or  cross, 
rightly  employed,  or  not  resorted  to  suffi-  or  he  may  have  been  worried  already  by  mis- 
piently  early  :  and  they  persuade  those  who  chievous  boys  :  the  cry  of  mad  dog  is  raised  ; 
escape  that  they  escape  by  virtue  of  the  pre-  and  then  he  can  expect  no  mercy.  There 
ventive  remedy.  If  the  plunder  they  reap  are  gross  errors  prevalent  with  regard  to 
from  the  foolish  and  the  frightened  was  all,  the  signs  of  madness  in  the  dog.  If  a  dog  be 
it  would  be  of  less  consequence  ;  but  unfor-  seen  in  a  fit  in  the  street,  some  person  c^uri- 
tunately  the  hope  of  security  without  under-  tably  offers  a  conjecture  that  perhaps  he  may 
going  a  painful  operation  leads  many  to  be  mad ;  the  next  person  has  no  doubt  about 
neglect  the  only  sure  mode  of  obtaining  it ;  and  then,  woe  to  that  dog  I  But  Mr. 
safety.  Youatt  assures  us  that  the  rabid  dog  never 

Mr.  Youatt  is  of  opinion  that  the  power  has  fits  :  that  the  existence  of  epilepsy  is  a 

of  the  virus  ceases  with  the  life  of  the  animal,  clear  proof  that  there  is  no  rabies.     Again, 

He  states,  that  in  many  dissections  of  the  it  is  a  very  common  belief  that  a  rabid  dog, 

dog,  the  saliva,  in  spite  of  all  care,  must  like  a  hydrophobic  man,  will  shun  water ; 

have  come  in  abundant  contact  with  his  and  if  he  takes  to  a  river,  that  is  thought  to 

hands,   and  they  were  not  always   sound,  be  conclusive  evidence  that  he  is  not  mad. 

I  should  strongly  recommend  you  not  to  act  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  disease,  in  the 

upon  this  opinion  :  but  to  use  the  same  pre-  quadruped,  cannot  be  called  hydryphobia: 

cautions,  in  dissecting  a  rabid  animal,  as  you  tiiere  is  no  dread  of  water,  but  an  unquench- 

would  use  if  yon  were  persuaded  that  the  Able  thirst ;  no  spasm  attending  the  effort  to 

disease  might  be  communicated  with  equal  swallow,  but  sometimes  in  dogs  an  inability 

certainty  before  and  after  the  death  of  the  to  swallow,  from  paralysis  of  the  muscles 

animal.  about  the  jaws  and  throat.    They  will  stand 

There  are  some  considerations  respecting  lap,  lapping,  without  getting  any  of  the  liquid 

this  disease,  which  relate  both  to  the  biter  down.     They  fly  eagerly  to  the  water,  and 

and  to  the  bitten ;  the  canine  and  the  human  Mr.  Youatt  states  that  all  other  quadrupeds, 

being.     And  there  are  some  which  relate  with  perhaps  an  occasional  exception  in  the 

exclusively  to  the  dog,  yet  concerning  which  hone,  drink  with  ease,  and  with  increased 

we,  as  medical  philosophers,  ought  not  to  be  avidity.     This  erroneous  impression  is  not 

ignorant.  >  I  shall  advert  to  a  flew  of  these.  confined  to  the  vulgar.     In  the  case  which 

One  question  I  have  already  glanced  at;  I  have  more  than  once  alluded  to,  and  which 

vis.  whetiier  the  disease  may  be  produced  by  is  mentioned  in  Hufeland's  Journal,  of  a  lad 

a  healthy,  though  angry  dog  or  cat.    .1  re-  who  died  of  hydrophobia  after  having  been 

ferred  to  one  instance  in  which  this  was  sup-  bitten  by  a  dog  that  had  not  been  and  was 

posed  to  have  been  the  case ;  and  I  repeat  not  mad,  one  circumstance  stated  in  evidence 

that  I  should  be  more  inclined  to  think,  of  the  animal's  freedom  from  rabies  is,  that 

unless  we  had  other  examples  of  the  same  he  drank  without  difficulty  a  large  quantity 

kind,  that  the  person  had  been  inoculated  of  water. 

in  some  way  that  he  was  not  aware  of.  But  There  is  another  superstitious  notion  not 
I  have  heard  Mr.  Youatt  describe  cases  in  at  aU  uncommon,  vis.  that  healthy  dogs 
which  there  had  been  no  symptoms  of  rabies  rec(^[nize  one  that  is  mad,  and  fear  him,  ami 
observed  in  the  dog  at  the  time  the  injury  run  away  from  his  presence,  in  consequence 
was  inflicted,  though  soon  afterwards  the  of  some  mysterious  and  wonderftil  instinct 
animal  became  decidedly  rabid.  It  is  much  warning  them  of  danger.  This  is  quite  un- 
to be  regretted  that  tiie  dog  is  so  often  founded.  Equally  mistaken  are  the  notions 
destroyed.  When  a  person  has  been  that  the  mad  dog  exhales  a  peculiar  and 
bitten  by  a  dog  or  cat  suspected  to  be  rabid,  offensive  smell,  and  that  he  may  be  known 
the  beast  ought  to  be  secured,  and  kept  un-  by  his  running  with  his  tail  between  his 
der  surveillance,  and  suffered,  if  it  shall  so  legs ;  except,  as  Mr.  Youatt  says,  when, 
happen,  to  die  of  his  disease.  If  he  does  not  weary  and  exhausted,  he  is  seeking  his  home, 
die,  in  other  words  if  he  be  really  not  rabid,  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  what 
that  will  soon  appear ;  and  the  mind  of  the  are  the  symptoms  of  rabies  as  observed  in 
patient  will  tho&  be  relieved  from  a  very  the  dog,  and  as  described  by  Mr.  Youatt. 
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The  earliest  BymptomB    of   madness    in  into  the  water.    When  the  flow  of  saliva 

the  dog,  (he  says)  are  sullenness,  fidgetiness,  has  ceased  he  appears  to  be  annoyed  by  some 

continual  shifting  of   posture,   a  steadfast  viscid  matter  in  the  fauces ;  and  in  the  most 

gaze,   expressive  of   suspicion,   an  earnest  eager  and  extraordinary  manner  he  works 

licking  of  some  part,  on  which  a  scar  may  with  his  paws  at  the  comers  of  his  mouth  to 

generally  be  found.     If  the  ear  be  the  af-  get  rid  of  it :   and  while  thus  employed  he 

fected  part,  the  dog  is  incessantly  and  vio-  frequently  loses  his  balance  and  rolls  over, 

lently  scratching  it.     If  it  be  the  foot,  he  A  loss  of  power  over  the  voluntary  mus- 

gnaws  it  till  the  integuments  are  destroyed.  cles  is  next  observed.     It  begins  with  the 

Occasional  vomiting  and  a  depraved  appe-  lower  jaw,  which  hangs  down^  and  the  mouth 
tite  are  very  early  noticeable.  The  dog  will  is  partially  open  ;  but  by  a  sudden  effort 
pick  up  and  swallow  bits  of  thread  or  silk  the  dog  can  sometimes  close  it,  though  occa- 
from  Uie  carpet,  hair,  straw,  even  dung ;  sioually  the  paralysis  is  complete.  The 
and  frequently  he  will  lap  his  awn  urine,  tongue  is  affected  in  a  less  degree.  The  dog 
and  devour  his  own  excrement.  Then  the  is  able  to  use  it  in  the  act  of  lapping ;  but 
animal  becomes  irritable  ;  flies  fiercely  at  the  mouth  is  not  sufiiciently  closed  to  retain 
strangers ;  is  impatient  of  correction ;  seizes  the  water.  Therefore,  while  he  hangs  over 
the  stick  or  whip  ;  quarrels  with  his  own  the  fluid,  eagerly  lapping  for  several  minutes, 
companions  ;  eagerly  hunts  and  worries  the  it  is  very  litUe  or  not  at  all  diminished.  The 
cats ;  demolishes  his  bed  ;  and  if  chained  up  paralysis  often  attacks  the  loins  and  extremi- 
makes  violent  efforts  to  escape,  tearing  his  ties  also.  The  animal  staggers  about,  and 
kennel  to  pieces  with  his  teeth.  If  he  be  at  frequently  falls.  Previously  to  this  he  is  in 
large  he  usually  attacks  only  those  dogs  that  almost  incessant  action.  Mr.  Youatt  fancies 
come  in  his  way ;  but  if  he  be  naturally  that  the  dog  is  subject  to  What  we  call  spec- 
ferocious  he  will  diligently  and  perseveringly  tral  illusions.  He  says  he  starts  up  and 
seek  his  enemy.  According  to  Mr.  Youatt,  gazes  eagerly  at  some  real  or  imaginary  ob- 
the  disease  is  principally  propagated  by  the  ject :  he  appears  to  be  tracing  the  path  of 
fighting  dog  in  towns ;  and  by  the  cur  or  something  floating  around  him,  or  he  fixes 
lurcher  in  the  country  :  by  those  dogs,  his  eye  intently  upon  some  spot  in  the  wall, 
that  is,  that  minister  to  the  vices  of  the  end  suddenly  plunges  at  it ;  then  his  eyes 
lower  classes  in  town  and  country  respec-  close,  and  his  head  droops, 
lively.  He  maintains  that  if  a  well-enforced  Frequently,  with  his  head  erect,  the  dog 
quarantine  could  be  established,  and  every  utters  a  short  and  very  peculiar  howl :  or  S 
dog  in  the  kingdom  confined  separately  for  he  barks,  it  is  in  a  hoarse  inward  sound, 
seven  months,  the  disease  might  be  extir-  altogether  dissimilar  from  his  usual  tone,  and 
pated.  This  opinion  is  founded  of  course  generally  terminating  with  this  characterise 
in  the  belief  that  rabies  never  originates  at  tic  howl.  Respiration  is  always  affected : 
present,  any  more  than  small-pox  does,  tpori'  often  the  breathing  is  very  laborious  ;  and 
fan^oualy  ;  but  is  always  propagated  by  the  the  inspiration  is  attended  with  a  veiy  sin- 
specific  virus.  And  it  is  corroborated  by  the  gular  grating,  choaking  noise.  On  the  fourth, 
fact  that  rabies  and  hydrophobia  are  unknown  flfth,  or  sixth  day  of  the  disease,  he  dies  : 
in  some  countries  :  I  fancy  that  South  Ame-  occasionally  in  slight  convulsions;  butoftener 
rica  is,  or  was,  a  stranger  to  it.     It  appears  without  a  struggle. 

to  have  been  imported  into  Jamaica,  after  Mr.  Youatt  gives  a  detailed  account  of 
that  island  had  enjoyed  an  immunity  from  the  appearances  met  with  after  death  in  the 
the  disease  for  at  least  fifty  years  previously ;  carcasses  of  these  rabid  dogs.  They  are  not 
and  Dr.  Heineken  states  that  curs  of  the  very  constant  or  distinctive.  The  most 
most  wretched  description  abound  in  the  curious  and  uniform  consist  in  the  presence 
island  of  Madeira ;  that  they  are  afflicted  with  of  unnatural  ingesta  in  the  stomach  ;  straw, 
almost  every  disease,  tormented  by  flies,  and  hay,  hair,  horse-dung,  and  earth.  Some- 
heat,  and  thirst,  and  famine,  yet  no  rabid  dog  times  the  stomach  is  perfectly  distended 
was  ever  seen  there.  On  the  contrary  1666  with  these  substances  ;  and  when  it  contains 
deaths  from  hydrophobia,  in  the  human  sub-  none  of  them,  there  is  a  fluid  resembling 
ject,  ars  stated  to  have  occurred  in  Prussia  in  the  deepest  chocolate  mixed  with  olive ;  or 
tibe  space  of  ten  years.                     ^  still  darker,  like  coffee :    and  when  neither 

Very  early  in  the  disease,  as  it  appears  in  theunnatural  ingesta  nor  the  dark  fluid  appear, 

the  d(^,  the  expression  of  countenance  is  it  will  be  found,  Mr.   Youatt   says,   upon 

remarkably  changed ;  the  eyes  glisten,  and  careful  enquiry,  that  the  dog  has  vomited 

there  is  slight  strabismus.     Twitchings  of  much  hair,  hay,  straw,  or  the  like, 

the  face  come  on.     About  the  second  day  a  In    1837,   a  few  days  after  the  case  of 

considerable  discharge  of  saliva  commences ;  hydrophobia    occurred    in    the    Middlesex 

but  this  does  not  continue  more  than  ten  or  Hospital,  I  saw  the  carcass  of  a  dog,  that 

twelve  hours,  and  is  succeeded  by  insatiable  had  died  rabid,  examined  by  Mr.  Ainslie  at 

thirst:  the  dog  is  incessantly  drinking,  or  his   and    Mr.    Youatt's    Infirmary.       The 

attempting  to  drink  :  he  plunges  his  muzzle  most  remarkable  morbid  appearances  were 
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in   the   ttomacli,    which   oontained   some  bite  or  the  fray  in  which  the  inooukdon  hee 

bite  of  itnw  and  eticky  and  a  considerable  been  effected. 

S entity  of  a  dark  fluid  like  thin  treacle.  If  I  were  aeked  to  define  the  leat  of  this 

▼arions  parts  of  the  stomach  there  were  terrible  disease,  I  shonid  place  it,  withont 

spots,  almost  black,  of  a  considerable  sise ;  hesitation,  in  that  division  of  the  nenrone 

apparently  produced  by  dark  blood  partly  system  which  comprises  the  eioito-niotory 

extrsTasated  beneath,  and  partly  inoorpo*  apperatos;  the  true  spinal  marrow,  with 

rated  with,  the  mucous  membrane.  its   appendages   of    afferent   and  effiennt 

I  believe   tliat  Mr.    Yonatt's  opinion,  nerves.     Nay,  I  should  go  ftftfaer,   and 

already  mentioned,  of  the  cause  of  rabies  in  say    that   it   is   tlie  upper   part   of  this 

dogs,  andin  all  creatures  ■  vis.  that  it  always  ^paratus*    of    whidi    the   ftmctions   an 

rendts  from  the  introduction  of  a  spedfie  primarily  and  chiefly  denaged :  that  the 

virus  into  tiie  system — I  believe  this  opinion  poison  acts  mainly  upon  the  nervous  arcs 

is  not  commonly  entertained*    Most  people  which  pertain  to  the  throat,  and  with  which 

think  that  the  disease  is  generated,  d9  novo,  the   eigfaA  pair   of  nerves  in   partieular 

in  the  dog  at  least,  and  causes  have  been  is  connected.     There  is  nothing  singular 

assigned  for  it  which  oertahily  are  not  the  in  this  localisation  of  tiie  influence  of  a 

true  or  the  sole  causes.    Thus  hydrophobia  specific  poison.     Hie  eigot  of  rye  affects 

in  ^  dog  has  hem  ascribed  to  extreme  heat  prindpally  those  arcs  wUch  belong  to  tlie 

of  the  weather }  it  ia  thought  by  many  to  be  uterus ;    cantharides    those   which   govern 

particularly  likely  to  occur  in  the  dog-days  x  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  bladder.      It 

and  many  cautions  are  annually  put  forth,  is  true  that  the  mental  fnnctioiis  are  re* 

about  that  period,  formusxling  dogs,  and  so  markably  modified,  and  that  parslysis  of 

on:  very  good  and  proper  advice,  but  it  the   lower   extremities    occurs,    in   moat 

would  be  as  appropriate,  if  those  who  have  instances  of  the  disease.     But  neither  of 

noted  the  statistics  of  the  disease  may  be  these  phmomena  are  coostsnt;  and  they 

depended  upon,  at  one  period  of  the  year  as  simply  illustrate,   when  they  do  h^pen, 

at  another.    RaUes  occurs  nearly  as  often  the  frciUty  with  which  any  morbid  state 

in  the  spring,  in  the  antumn,  and  even  in  of  the  spbal  cord  may  propagate  its  in* 

winter,  as  it  does  in  summer.    M.  Trolliet,  fluence  in  either  direction.    Whether,  in 

who  has  written  an  interesting  essay  on  hydrophobia,  the  essential  change  be  centric 

rabies,  states  that  January,  which  is  the  or  eccentric,  cannot  be  determined  with  any 

coldest,  and  August,  which  Is  the  hottest  thing  like  certainty  s  but  it  seems  to  me  to 

month  hi  the  year,  are  the  very  months  that  be  most  probable  that  the  sensibility  of  the 

furnish  the  fewest  examples  of  the  disease,  afferentnervesof  the  fences,  of  ^esldn,  and  of 

Hie  disorder  has  often  been  ascribed  to  want  the  air-passages,  isalteredormorbidlyexalted; 

of  water  in   hot  weather,  and  sometimes  whence,  upon  the  application  of  the  exdt- 

to  want  of  food.    But  MM.  Dupuytren,  ing  stimulus,  the  peculiar  sighting  dyspnoea, 

Breschet,  and  Bfagendie,  have  caused  both  snd  the  strangling  dysphagia,  are  prodnoed 

dogs  and  cats  to  perish  with  hunger  and  by  a  reflected  faHiMmw^  through  the  central 

thkit,  without  producing  the  smallest  i^-  axis  upon  the  musoles  concerned  in  then 

proach  to  a  state  of  rabies.    At  the  Vete-  actions.    But,  as  I  said  before,  the  patho« 

rinarySchool,  at  Alfort,  three  dogs  were  sub-  logy   of  the   excito-motory   apparatus   is 

}ected  to  some  very  cruel  but  dedsive  expe-  as  yet  in  its  new  birth, 

liments.    It  was  during  the  heat  of  summer.  What  can    I  say  of  the  treaimtni  in 

and  they  were  all  chained  in  the  full  blase  hydrophobia;  or  in  rabies  ?     lliere  is  no 

of  the  sun.    To  one  salted  meat  was  given ;  well-authenticated    case    on   reooid,    that 

to  the  second  water  only ;  end  to  the  third  I  am  aware  of,  in   which  a  hydrophobic 

neither  food  nor  drink.    They  all  died  s  but  person  has  recovered.    As  it  has  been,  so 

none  of  them  became  rabid.    Nor  does  the  It  is   stilly     UrrpoM   ISnai   •omvor.     The 

supposition  that  the  disorder  has  some  oon-  physician  that  cures  is  death,    lliere  can 

neooon  with  the  period  of  sexual  heat  in  be  no  ground  themfore  for  the  reoommen- 

these  nimals  appear  to  have  any  better  dation  of  any  espedal  drug,  or  form  of 

foundation.  medicine,    or  even  for   any  general  plan 

If  you  are  derirons  of  knowing  what  of  treatment,  after  the  peculiar  symptoms 

my  own  opinion  on  this  matter  is,  I  must  of  the  disease  have  once  set  in. 

say  that  I  think  Mr.  Yonatt's  doctrine  by  Of  course  tiiose  powerfol  remedial  agen- 

ftj*  tiie   most  probable  one ;  that   tMbb  dee  that  are  in  common  use  among  y»ti**CTi 

never  occurs   except  from  inoculation  of  men,    have   been    feirly   tried :    copious 

the   spedfic   virus.      It   has   never   beai  blood-letting,    mercury,    opium,    arsenic, 

proved,  and  indeed  It  would  scarcely  be  sugar  of  lead,  oil  of  turpentine,  the  cold 

susceptible  of  proof,  titatthe  disease  ever  alfosion  even:  md  not  only  those,  but  the 

breaks   out    spontaneously  $    large   tracts  strong   poisons  that  are  sometimes,    b«t 

of  country  are  totally  free  from  it;  and  not  so  generally,  employed  for  other  dts- 

in  19  cases  out  of  20,  perhaps,  we  trace  the  eases;  beUadonDa,itiiBioninm,pnMic add, 
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ivldte  haUdKmf  tItefthadtLf  euittiarideBv  die  for  inttanoe,  who  are  affected  with  severe 

nitrous  oxide   gaa:   and    no  aid*  of  leaa  Bpasmodio  asthma.      I  have  seen  a  man 

gigantio    ramediea;   ineh  as  alkalies,  and  sitting   up  in    bed  a   whole    night  long, 

especially    ammonia,    carbonate   of    iron,  inspiring  with  such  ditBcultj  that,  if  I  had 

dectricity  and    gahnudsm,    tobaoeo-juice,  not  been  aware  of  his  haying  scores  of  times 

and  the  goaoo  (whidk  was  introduced  into  been  as  bad  before,  I  shoiUd  have  thought 

this  coonftiy  a  few  years  ago  with  la^  he  could  not    exist   five  minutes  longer. 

eneomioms  for  its  power  ovw  the  disease),  Now  we  haTC  nothing  of  this  dyspnoea  in 

the  mineral  adds,  violent  exercise :  and  if  hydrophobia :   and,    as  I  said  already,    I 

we  take  into  accoant  the  substances  ad-  am  sorry,  and  dUffident  too,  when  I  differ 

ministered  to  the  brute  also,  we  may  increase  from  great  authorities  on  practical  points, 

this  list  by  the  aliama  plantagO|  Scutellaria,  but  I  see  no  hope  of  cure,   nor  even  of 

bos,  and  rue,  all  of  which,  at  one  time  or  sufficient   benefit,  to    counter-balanoe    the 

another,  hare  been  Taunted  as  successful  inconvenience  and  hazard  of  the  operation, 

remedies,  yerBtmm  sahidillsi  and  tionnas  from  the  performance  of  bronchotomy.    Hie 

poison*  principle    is    that  of   suffering    the  parts 

The  difficulty  of  swallowing  fluids,  and  gradually  to    recover  themselves,    and  of 

in  some  cases  of  swallowing  at  all,  is  a  allowing  the    patient  in  the  meanwhile  to 

serious  obstade  to  the  fair  trial  of  almost  breathe  through    another    channel.      The 

every  form  of  internal  remedy.    It  has  been  principle  is  excellent,  (as  I  shall  shew  you 

proposed  to. introduce  powerM  medicines  by  and  by,)  where  there  is  a  permanent 

into  tiie  rectum,  in  clysters:  but  to  this  obstacle  to  the    admission  of   air  to  the 

also  the  patiente  have  been  found  to  make  hmgs  through  the  lamyx ;  but  in  hydro- 

great  resistance.    The  iiqection  of  medicines  phobia  there  is  no  such  permanent  obstacle 

into  the  veins  has  been  tried ;   Msgendie  to  surmount.      Though    your  patient,  in 

hoped  that  he  had  discovered  a  cure,  in  laryngitis,  should  be  at  the  point  of  death, 

first  hugely  bleeding  the  palient,  and  then  yet  open  his  wind- pipe,  and  he  breathes 

injeeting  &  veins    with  s  corresponding  again  and  is    safe;  but  it  is    not  at  all 

quant&y  of  warm  water  i  but  it  has  always  uncommon  for  a  hydrophobic  patient  to 

happened  withthia,  and  with  other  promising  lose  his  spasms,  to  swallow  well,  and  to 

experiments,  that  just  as  the  patient  seemed  breathe  easily,    yet  he  does  not  recover. 

to  be  about  to  recover,  he  has  died.    The  This  amendment  is  the  prelude  of  death, 

nervous  irritebility  has  in  one  case  or  two  the   last    flicker   of    the   expiring   lamp. 

been  mneh  calmed  by  the  injection  of  a  Since   I  lectured   upon   this   subject  last 

solntion  of  the  acetate  of  morphia  into  year,  Dr.  Latham  has  told  me  the  following 

the  veins.  circumstance  respecting    a    patient  whom 

Mr.  Mayo  has  suggested  bronchotomy :  he  treated  for  hydrophobia,  in  the  Middle- 

upon  tiiis  ground,  (to  use  his  own  words)  sex  Hospital.    He  went  one  day  to  the 

'*  tliat  the  principal  character  of  the  disease,  ward,  fully  expecting  tp  hear  that  the  patient 

and  ther4>id  exhaustion  which  attends  it,  was  dead.    But  he  found  him  sitting  up 

appear  to  depend  in  great  part  iqion  the  in  his  bed  quite  calm,  and  fi-ee  from  spasm ; 

6tM  of  qiasm  uid  chmune  of  the  glottis,  and  he  had  just  drunk  a  large  jug  of  porter. 

brought  on,  not  merely  by  the  attempt,  "  Lawk,  sir,  (said  a  nurse  who  sat  by)  what 

or  the  idea  of  driiddng,  but  by  any  Sudeten  a  wonderfbl   cure!"      The    man    himself 

impression  upon  die  senses.    Now    it  is  seemed    surprised    at   the    change.      But 

deer,  he  adds,  that  as  for  ss  the  distressing  he  had  nopuUet  his  surface  was  cold  as 

feelings  in  the  tiuroat  consist  in  a  sense  of  suf-  marble.    In  half  an  hour  he  sunk  back,  and 

focation,tlMywould  be  putan  endto  or  re-  expired.    Furthermore  the  experiment  in 

lievedby  the  estohliahment  of  a  free  opening  in  question  has  been  tried,  and  it  has  been 

the  windpipe."    Dr.  Marahall  Hidl  would  tried  by  ito  proposer  Mr.  Mayo,  upon  the 

use,  in  combination  with  tracheotomy,  the  dog,    without   affording,    aa    Mr.    Youatt 

hydroeyanic  add.    Now  I  should  be  sorry  assures  us,  the  slightest    relief.     In    the 

to  say  any  thing  to  damp  your  reasonable  matter  of  cure,  surgery,  I  fear,  is  as  impo- 

hope  of  benefit  from  any  experiment ;  but  tent  aa  physic. 

I  am  bound  to  confiess  to  you  that  I  should  Not  so,  however,  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
not  expect  the  smallest  advantage  from  vention :  thia  is  the  mfist  important  part  of 
tracheotomy  in  this  disease.  Hie  mode  the  practice.  The  early  and  complete  exd- 
of  death  offera  no  encouragement  to  ite  use.  don  of  the  bitten  part  is  the  only  measure 
Tliere  may  be  spasm  of  the  glottis,  but  in  which  we  csn  put  any  confidence :  and 
I  doubt  it)  at  any  rate  the  patiente  do  even  here  we  are  met  with  a  source  ^f 
not  die  of  suffocation  $  the  death  is  not  follacy.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  no  hydro- 
death  by  apnoea,  but  by  asthenia.  We  phobia  would  ensue,  though  nothing  at  all 
see  persons  labouring  grdvously  for  their  were  done  to  the  wound.  How  can  we 
brea&i  for  hours  toge^ier,  who  yet  survive,  know,  then,  that  the  disease  is  ever  prevented 
and  are  presently  tbemsdves  sgain ;  persons,  by  ite  exddon  ?    No  doubt  many  persons  go 
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through  the  pain  of  the  operation  needlessly,  the  cavity  formed  hy  the  tooth ;  and  then 
But  we  can  never  be  sore  of  this.  They  let  the  skewer,  and  the  whole  cell  containii^ 
get  at  any  rate  relief  from  the  most  harassing  it,  be  removed  together  by  an  elliptical  inoi- 
suspense,  with  which  they  would  be  pro-  sion.  We  may  examine  the  removed  cell, 
bably  tortured  for  months.  And  if  a  large  to  see  if  every  portion  with  which  the  tooth 
number  of  bitten  persons,  who  had  suffered  might  have  come  in  contact  has  been  taken 
the  wound  to  heal  as  it  would,  could  be  com-  away  :  the  ceil  may  even  be  filled  with 
pared  with  the  same  number  who  had  had  quicksilver,  to  see  if  a  globule  will  escape, 
the  bitten  part  cut  out,  hydrophobia  would  The  efficient  performance  of  the  excision 
be  found  a  frequent  consequence  of  the  bite  does  not  depend  upon  the  extent,  but  upon 
in  the  first  class — a  very  rare  consequence  of  the  aocuracy,  of  the  operation."  Mr.  Aber* 
it  in  the  second.  Mr.  Youatt,  who  trusts  nethy  was  of  opinion  that  when  once  th^ 
to  caustics,  and  who  has  himself  been  bitten  poison  had  been  imbibed  into  the  system, 
seven  times,  and  is  yet  alive  and  well,  tells  nothing  ever  had  done  good,  and  nothing, 
us  that  he  has  operated,  with  the  caustic,  on  probably,  ever  would.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
more  than  four  hundred  persons,  all  bitten  be  so  absolutely  despairing  in  respect  to  a 
by  dogs,  respecting  the  nature  of  whose  dis-  disorder  in  whidi  dissection  after  death  dis- 
ease there  could  be  no  question  ;  and  that  closes  no  reason  why  the  patient  rmpht  not 
he  has  not  lost  a  case:  One  man  died  of  recover.  He  used  to  add,  that  as  bleeding 
fnght,  but  not  one  of  hydrophobia ;  and  he  had  been  much  extolled,  had  he  hydrophobia 
says  also  that  a  surgeon  of  St.  George's  he  would  allow  a  surgeon  to  bleed  him,  even 
Hospital  told  him  that  ten  times  that  number  to  death.  Like  Seneca  he  would  be  willing 
had  undergone  the  operation  of  excision  to  have  his  veins  opened,  thon^  his  disease 
there,  after  being  bitten  by  dogs  (all  of  might  not  permit  him  to  indul^  at  the  same 
wliich  might  not,  however,  have  heen  rabid),  time,  like  Seneca,  in  the  luxury  of  a  warm 
and  that  it  was  not  known  that  any  one  haid  bath. 

been  lost.    Mr.  Youatt,   I  say,  trusts  to        I  say  early  excision  is  the  only  sun  pre- 

caustic;    and  the    caustic   he  uses  is  the  ventive;  but  let  me  repeat  that  it  frill,  in 

nitrate  of  silver.    But  I  advise  you  to  trust  all  suspicious  cases,  be  adviseable,  if,  for  any 

to  nothing  bot  the  knife,  if  the  situation  of  reason,  the  operation  has  been  omitted  in 

the  bite  will  allow  you  to  employ  it  effec-  the  fint  instance,  to  cut  out  the  wound,  or 

tually.  ^  If  the  ii^ury  be  so  deep  or  extensive,  the  cicatrix,  at  any  time  before  tiie  symptoms 

or  so  situated,  that  you  cannot  remove  the  of  recrudescence  have  appeared.   One  would 

whole  surface  of  the  wound,  cut  away  what  do  it,  though  with  less  hope,  as  soon  as 

you  can ;  then  wash  the  wound  thoroughly,  possible  qfttr  they  had  appeared :   but  I  do 

and  for  some  houra  together,  by  means  of  a  not  expect  to  hear  of  excision  being  succesa- 

stream  of  warm  water,  which  may  be  poured  ful  then  in  stopping  the  disease.   Dr.  Bright 

from  a  tea-kettle ;  place  a  cupping-glass  fnnn  has  recorded  a  case  in  which  the  arm  was  am- 

time  to  time  over  the  exposed  wound ;  and  putated  upon  the  supervention  of  tingling, 

finally  apply  to  every  point  of  it  a  pencil  of  and  other  symptoms,  in  the  hand,  in  whidi 

lunar  caustic.     If  you  cannot  get  the  solid  the  patient  had  been  bitten  some  time  before ; 

caustic  in  contact  with  every  part,  you  had  but  the  amputation  did  not  save  him. 
better  make  use  of  some  liquid  escharotic ;        It  has  been  proposed  to  fill  the  wound 

the  nitric  acid,  for  example.     In  my  own  with  ink,  and  then  to  wash  it  until  every 

case — and  what  I  should  choose  for  myself  trace  of  the  ink  is  gone ;  in  this  way,  it  is 

I  should  advise  for  another — ^if  I  had  received  conceived,  the  complete  ablution  of  the  poi- 

a  bite  from  a  decidedly  rabid  animal  upon  my  son  also  will  be  ensured.     With  a  timid  or 

arm  or  leg,  and  the  bite  was  of  such  a  kind  an  obstinate  patient,  who  would  not  submit 

that  the  whole  wound  could  not  be  excised,  to  the  knife  or  the  caustic,  some  sudk  expe- 

my  reason  would  teach  me  to  desire,  and  I  dient  ought  to  be  diligentiy  tried :  but  it 

hope  I  should  have  fortitude  enough  to  bear,  would  be  better  to  try  it  u^ier  the  excision, 

amputation  of  the  limb,  above  the  place  of  or  after  the  application  of  the  escharotic 

the  mjury.  substance.     It  is  impossible  to  take  super- 

But  if  the  wound  is  of  such  a  sixe,  and  in  fluous  pains  to  obviate  so  fearliil  a  disease 

such  a  part,  that  it  can  be  excised,  what  is  as  hydrophobia. 

the  proper  way  of  cutting  it  out  ?    If  I  were         It  has  been  recommended,  after  the  wound 

to  give  you  any  opinion,  as  from  myself,  has  been  exdsed  or  cauterized,  that  it  should 

upon  that  point,  you  might  think,  perhaps,  be  prevented  from  healing,  and  made  to  dis- 

that  I  was  stepping  beyond  my  proper  pro*  charge  for  a  long  time,  by  means  of  irritating 

vince.    I  shall,  therefore,  again  retail  to  you  applications.    This  may  be  advisable  when 

the  advice  of  my  old  master,  Mr.  Abemethy.  thorough  excision,  or  complete  cauterisation, 

**  The  cell  (he  says)  into  which  a  penetrating  cannot  be  effected ;  but  I  should  think  it 

tooth  has  gone,  must  be  cut  out.     Let  a  quite  useless  as  auxiliary  to  those  expedients, 

skewer  be  shaped,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  into  and  only  likely  to  keep  up,  or  to  produce, 

the  form  of  the  tooth,  and  then  be  pbu»d  in  a  hurtful  irritabiUty  of  the  system. 
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I  should  perliapB  hare  mentioned  before,  a  sttlon  of  several  of  them  has  transpired; 
theory,  and  a  plan  of  preventive  treatment,  and  they  are  found  to  connst  either  of 
which  made  a  great  figure  in  all  the  journals,  ingredients  the  most  insignificant  and  worth- 
foreign  and  domestic,  a  few  years  ago.  It  less,  or  of  poisons  of  which  the  inefficacy 
was  pretended  by  a  Russian  physician,  Dr.  had  already  been  ascertained,  llie  cele- 
Marochetti,  that  some  lime  between  the  brated  pulvis  antilytsuiy  which  was  intro« 
third  and  the  ninth  day  after  a  person  had  dooed  by  no  less  a  person  than  Dr.  Mead, 
been  inoculated  with  the  hydrophobic  poison,  into  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  was  a  mix- 
by  the  bite  of  a  rabid  dog,  small  pustules  ture  of  ash-coloured  liverwort  and  black 
appear  on  or  about  the  firaenum  of  the  pepper.  The  Ormtkirk  medicine,  long 
tongue,  containing  a  small  qnantity  of  sanious  famous,  and  scarcely  obsolete  yet  in  the 
fluid,  of  a  yellow  or  greenish  colour.  The  north  of  England,  was  made  up  of  bole 
same  kind  of  pustules  were  declared  to  exist  armeniac,  alum,  chalk,  elecampane,  and  oil 
also  under  the  tongues  of  the  mad  dogs  of  aniseed.  The  Tonquin  medicine  was  com- 
themselves.  Now  Dr.  Marochetti  pretended  posed  of  cinnabar  and  musk :  and  the  TVin- 
farther,  that  if,  from  the  very  time  of  the  jore  pilU  were  a  combination  of  mercury 
bite,  you  gave  Uie  patient  large  doses  of  the  and  arsenic.  Even  now  scarce  a  year  elapses 
decoction  of  broom  tops,  and  looked  out  for  but  some  correspondent  of  the  newspapers, 
the  eruption  of  these  pustules,  which  seldom  whose  philanthropy  is  more  conspicuous 
lasted  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  you  than  his  judgment  or  his  knowledge,  recom- 
migfat  infollibly  prevent  the  disease  by  mends  a  new  and  infallible  preventive, 
opening  and  emptying  the  pustules,  and  I  confess  to  you  that  I  have  not  the  slightest 
then  cauterising  them  with  a  red-hot  iron ;  faith  in  any  one  of  them  :  but  as  I  have  a 
and  afterwards  causing  the  patient  to  gargle  great  respect  for  Mr.  Youatt,  and  as  he  is 
lus  mouth  with  that  same  decoction  of  broom,  not  quite  so  sceptical  as  I  am  on  this  point, 
He  held  that  the  poison  was  deposited  there  and  as  patients  or  their  friends  will  insist 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  reabsorbed  into  upon  the  adoption  of  protective  measures 
the  system  ;  and  he  proposed  to  prevent  sometimes,  when  the  local  means  of  pr^en- 
audi  reabsorption.  Tins  was  a. very  pretty  tion  have  been  omitted  or  imperfect,  I  will 
theory ;  and  took  mightily  in  the  mediccd  tell  you  what  he  (Mr.  Youatt)  has  done  in 
world.  But  it  has  turned  out  a  sort  of  hoax,  respect  to  those  prophylactic  drugs. 
I  do  not  mean  a  wilful  hoax  on  the  part  of  In  the  first  place  he  never  succeeded  in 
Dr.  Marochetti ;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  curing  the  disease  in  the  dog  with  any  thing 
he  contrived  to  hoax  himself.  These  pustules  that  he  ever  tried. 

have  been  looked  for  again  and  again ;  but  In  theway  of  prophylaxis,  he  experimented 

they  have  never  been  discovered  in  English-  with  a  great  number  of  substances.      He 

men  affected  with   hydrophobia;    nor    in  thought  that  the  box-wood,  which  is  the 

English  mad  dogs.    The  truth  seems  to  be  basis  of  some  celebrated  preventive  drinks  in 

that  the  mucous  fblUcles  of   the   mouth,  Hertfordshire  and  Kent,  had  some  effect, 

generally,  and  those  at  the  base   of   tlys  He  tried  the  alisma  plantago,  the  boasted 

tongue,  and  those  beneath  the  tongue,  in  efficacy  of  which  had  been  strictly  inquired 

particular,  are  oommouly  enlarged  and  ex-  into  by  the  magistracy  of  Toula,  and  the  re- 

aggerated  in  the  dog,  and  in  the  human  ceipt  purchased  by  the  Russian  Government 

anunal,  labouring  under  the  disease ;    and  at  an  immense  price.    But  he  had  no  success 

these  enlarged  and  altered  follicles  were  re-  with  it.     He  then  put  the  beUadonna  to  the 

garded  by  tiie  Russian  physician  as  a  specific  test,  beginning  with  two  grains,  and  increas- 

emption,  that  furnished  the  virus  and  pabu-  ing  the  dose  to  a  scruple  twice  every  day, 

lum  of  the  complaint.  and  continuing  this  for  six  weeks  :  and  he 

As  almost  every  drug  that  has  ever  been  says  he  is  confident  that  he  saved  several 

included  in  any  Pharmacopaeia  has  been  ad-  dogs ;  but  he  lost  almost  as  many.     They 

ministered  widi  the  hope  of  cheeking  the  all  became  debilitated   and    most    rapidly 

dieeaee,  so  a  great  number  of  medicines  and  emaciated. 

measures  have  been  praised  as  preventives.  Then,  in  the  year  1820,  his  attention  was 

Some  people  have  great  foith  in  sea  bathing;  directed  to  the  Scutellaria  lateriflora,  which 

and  they  go  to  the  coast  to  be  ducked  and  Dr.  Spalding,  an  American  physician,  had 

half  drowned  every  day  for  six  weeks :  and  found  highly  successful  as  a  preventive  of 

if  they  escape  hydrophobia  *tiiey  conclude  rabies :  and  upon  trial  of  it,  he  soon  was 

that  the  immersion  in  the  salt  water  has  brought  to  regard  it  as  really  valuable  :  and 

saved  them.     Some  of  the  specifics,  as  you  (not  to  tire  you  with  a  detail  of  his  proceed- 

may  suppose,  ara  great  secrets ;   and  they  ings  in  the  interim)  he  at  length  combined 

who  possets  them — ^whether  they  believe  in  it  with  belladonna ;  **  and  the  result,"  (I 

them  or  not  is  another  matter — sell  them  at  here  quote  his  own  language)  has  been  a 

no  cheap  rate  to  those  who  have  been  bitten  medicme  which  I  cannot,  dare  not,  call  a 

by  the  dog,  and  are  weak  enough  to  be  specific ;  for  it  has  failed :   but  the  use  of 

bitten  again  by  the  quack.    The  oompo-  which,  in  the  cases  of  doubt  and  fear  to 
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wblcli  I  hmre  aUodad,  I  woidd  nuMt  earnestly  are  oonneetod  with  tbe  pathology  of  fever, 

recommend."     He  relates  two  experiments,  and  one  of  them  more  pardcnlarly  with  the 

which  seem  to  have  made  a  great  impression  immediate  subject  before  ns. 

upon  lus  mind.    They  are  as  follows : —  The  first  of  these  cases  is  that  of  William 

**  Three  pieces  of  tape  were  thoroughly  Ony,  a  groom,  aetat.  40.    He  was  admitted 

mcnstened  with  tbe  saliva  of  a  rabid  dog,  on  February  11th,  then  ill  three  days.     He 

and  inserted  as  roweUs  in  the  polls  of  three  was  suffering  under  very  great  prostration  of 

dogs.    To  two  the  scuteUaria  and  belladonna  strength ;  his  face  wascongested,  the  depend- 

were  given :  the  third,  a  fox-hound  bitch,  ing    portions  of  the  body  and  extremities 

was  absndoned  to  her  fiLte.    On  the  29th  were  of  a  livid  red  colour,  and  the  snrfroe 

day  after  the  inoculation  she  became  rabid.''  was  cold.    The  macuhe  were  few  and  pale, 

Tiie  othen,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  and  badly  developed;  his  pulse  was  very 

i,  e.'some  months  afterwards,  were  living  quick  and  weak;  respiration  was  scarcely 

and  welL  disturbed ;  there  was  no  tympanites.    He 

He  afterwards  took  the  ssme  two  dogs,  had  not  delirium.    He  slept,  and  he  oom- 

and  a  third.    He  moistened  two  pieces  of  plained  only  of  slight  headache.     On  the 

tape  with  the  saliva  of  a  rsbid  dog,  and  in-  previous  Monday,  in  his  psssage  over  from 

serted  them  in  the  polls  of  <me  of  the  old  England,  he  had  been  much  exposed  to 

dogs,  and  of  the  third  dog.    Another  piece  of  cold  and  wet.    Notwithstanding  all  endea- 

tape  dragged  repeatedly  through  the  mouth  voun  to  rouse  him,  by  wine,  blisters,  bark, 

of  the  same  rabid  dog  tweniy-fbmr  houra  and  ammonia,  his  pulse  oontmued  to  grow 

tfitriU  death,  was  inserted  in  the  poll  of  the  feebler ;  but  he  slept,  and  he  was  not  deli- 

seoond  of  the  old  dogs.    This  dog  and  the  rious,  until  a  few  hours  before  his  death, 

new  one,  were  suffered  to  take  thdr  chance,  when  he  became  comatose,  and  died  on  the 

To  the  other  old  dog  the  medicine  was  *  second  day  after  his  admission  into  the  hos- 

given.     In  the  fourth  week  the  new  dog  died  pital,  the  fifth  day  of  his  iUness.^This  msa 

undeniably  rabid.     The  other  two  survived,  was  completely  struck  down  by  the  severity 

I  repeat  that  I  have  no  feith  in  these  pre-  of  the  fever.    It  was  the  worst,  the  most  im- 

ventives.    But  some/imev  some  of  them  must  pidly  fetal  case  of  typhus,  we  had  had  in  the 

be  tried ;  and  I  would  prefer  those  which  hospital  for  many  months ;  yetwhat  did  we 

are  thus  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Youatt's  good  findonexaminationof the  bodyof  ttuspatient  ? 

opinion  to  any  othen.  No  organic  disease  any  where.    The  bimin 

And  with  respect  to  the  established  disease,  was  porfectly  sound ;  the  heart  was  remark- 

I  think  that  if  I  were  the  unhappy  subject  ably  firm  and  muscular ;  and  the  most  careful 

of  it,  I  should  wish  to  be  put  into  a  hot  air  examination  could  detect  no  trace  of  disease 

bath,  and  thoroughly  sweated,  and  to  take  in  the  mtestines.    So  little  tendency,  indeed, 

opiates ;  not  so  much  in  the  hope  of  reoo-  was  there  to  any  affection  of  the  glands  of 

vering  as  with  a  view  to  the  euthanasia,  the  intestines,  that  they  werenot  even  suffi- 

But,  with  all  respect  to  those  gentlemen  ciently  developed  to  enable  us  to  detect  them 

who  advocate  that  practice,  no  one,  if  I  with  the  naked  eye.     In  the  lungs  there  was 

could  help  it,  should  make  a  hole  in  my  someamountofhypostaticooiigestion,butthis 

wind*pipe.  was  allthe  mostcarefol  examinationconld  dis- 

— - — ___^ cover.     Structural  pathology,  then,  tdk  us 
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Bt  Dr.  Coruoak,  which  by  possibility  could  even  be  referred 

DelU>ertd  at  the Hardwieie Etver  Hospital,  w  'l?^*^°"i'"l  ^  "*'  ^  individual ; 

Dtiblin  ^^  "  ^  *PP*y  to  the  case  functional  pa- 

nnrinr  t\^  9u^\L  iftiA^i     '  thology— if  wc  usc  m  considering  it  the  ana- 

Dunng  the  Seaiiop,  1840-41.  i^  ^^  y^^  ,j,^y  ^^^  ^^  fe5er^-we  can 

L«CT0RB  VII.-FBVEn,  No.  5.  T^I^I^.^S  T^'    ^  ^  ^"^  *S"" 

„         ^  ^                ,                         .  menocment  of  the  case  there  was  a  sinkinr 

Gbw  qfGrayt    poat^mortem  Bxamtnation  of  one  of  the  most  important  functionTS 

qf,    thewing  thai  death    had  occurred  the  living  body— the  drcnlation.    l^ecainl- 

tnthoutamsfetructuralleiion.    FoUieular  Uries  had  completely  lost  their  tone :  mere 

^ertttt:  cate  of  Mary  Cope,  caee  of  grevitation  they  were  even  unable  to  contend 

PtirceUi   treatment  qf,  by  epouge  Mp-  against;  the  depending  portions  of  the  bodv 

^ori«/   caee  qf   Graham,   peculiar  were  everywhere  of  a  livid  red ;  and  even  in 

Jorm^Pneumama.  the  fkce,  where  there  mi^t  have  been  ex- 

In  accordance  with  the  analysis  we  have  made  pected  to  be  some  action,  there  was  so  Uttle. 

of  fever,  we  should  cooae  now  to  the  derange-  that,  whUe  the  vessels  were  distended  with 

ment  of  the  fimction  of  respiration ;  but,  be-  blood,  there  was  scarcely  any  devekmment  of 

fore  gomgmto  general  observations,  I  wish  anunalheat;  the  surfeaww  cold;  the  state 

to  direct  yovatt^tionto  three  cases,  which  of  the  function  of  drculatbn  throuirh  the 

have  occurred  withm  the  last  fortnight,  which  whole  system,  seemed,  in  truth,  to  l»eone  of 
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Gompkte  fttony.  Tlik  itatB  of  flo  impoKanl  abdoainal  vlwerm  wm  mmnd  i  but  the  mmU 
a  vital  ftmction,  the  duteneioa  of  the  capil-  intestiDe,  the  ikom,  end  tbe  Urge  mleitiBe, 
laiiesy  and  the  want  of  almoiC  any  develop*  pnMoted  (ae  joa  mw)  the  fefft  ^«fhtHm 
meat  of  animal  heat,  made  me  mark  the  of  foUiciilar  enteritia  hi  ererj  ilage»  la 
caae  on  iti  very  admiaaion  aa  one  of  a  hope*  some  plaoea  the  folUdea  were  just  pcotrvd- 
leaa  character.  There  is  no  necessity  for  ing  nnder  the  mnoons  raembiaae,  ^^^ 
seeking  for  structural  change  to  aooonnt  for  wtth  a  cheesy  paralent-lookiQg  matter ;  hi 
death  in  soch  a  case.  There  is  no  difficulty  others,  this  matter  had  amomted  to  such  a 
in  nnderstanding  that  death,  in  soch  case,  qnantity  aa  to  make  each  foOide  protmde  the 
will  follow  from  the  sinking  of  so  important  mnoooa  membrane,  aa  if  a  pe«  wera  y^g 
a  vital  fonction  as  circulation ;  no  more  onder  it,  idiile  it  folt  hard  and  firm  to*  the 
ctifficnlty  in  supposing  death  to  be  the  lesolt  linger  passed  over  it ;  wlule,  in  othcca,  still 
of  thb  fonctional  derngement,  than  there  is  fiulher  advanoed,  one  or  more  had  gone  on 
in  admitting  death  to  follow  on  the  stmcta-  to  ulceration,  destroying  the  mnoons  mem- 
nl  derangement  whidi  ia  the  result  of  braae,  and  leaving  only  a  grey  alon^  of  eel- 
pneumonia  or  peritonitia,  or  any  other  local  lular  tissue  in  the  place  of  the  foUide.  The 
structural  diaeaae ;  indeed,  less ;  for,  in  ibe  whole  drde  of  the  ileo-ooecal  vahe  was  one 
caae  before  us,  the  affection  of  so  important  dicular  jigged  ulcer :  ti^re  were  several 
a  vital  fanctioa  ia  general  through  the  whole  small  uloen  in  the  wider  extremity  of  the 
body,  while,  in  a  local  disease,  the  morbid  appendix  vermiformis.  Thil  appeadix  was 
alteration  is  confined  to  a  particular  and,  swollen  and  congested  extarnaUy ;  and,  on 
perhaps,  a  small  space.  alitting  it  up,  it  waa  found  distended  with  a 

Una  case  is,  I  think,  a  valuable  one  for  tenacioua,  lymphy,  pundent  fiuid.    In  the 

our  information:    we  found  no  structnnl  ilinm,  a  little  above  the  iV^v.ffTW?i»l  valvct 

lesion  in  a  case  of  typhua  fever  so  sggra*  were  several  drcnlar  or  oval  ulcere,  appa- 

vated  as  this.    Had  we  found  any,  we  mi^t  rently  resulting  from  the  destructive  pro* 

still  hare   had    before    ua    the    *' vexata  Ai»—  laaroig  aHarV^  ^•fti4m»  «f  tu^  ^imnA«^f 

queMo,"  aa  to  wheHier  the  local  diaeaae  agminats;  while  anmnd,  and  stmhii^ier  up, 

vraa  the  effect  or  the  canae  of  the  typhua  werea  few  of  the  glandulaB  aoHtariaB  similarty 

fever.    Here  we  found  none.    It  therefore  diaeaard  (but  leaa  in  degree)  to  those  in  the 

follows,  vnequivocBDy  and  undeniably,  that  colon.     The  greateat  intensity  of   itisrsst 

typhus,  or  maculated  fever,  as  we  now  hare  was  at  the  il(»-c(Bcal  valve.    Both  abore 

it,  nuj  not  only  exist,  but  be  fetal,  without  and  below  this,  the  li^sfiefd  appearance  gra- 

local  oiganic  disesse :  in  otlier  words,  it  dually  grew  less  marked.    He  state  oi  the 

proves  inoontestibly  the  truth  of  our  ana-  appendix  vermiformis,  in  tiiis  case,  explaina, 

lyaia,  that  our  preaent  typhus,  or  maculated  I  believe,  what  I  lately  observed  in  a  caae  in 

fiBver,  ia  a  diaeaae  of  ftmction ;  that  it  has  no  private  practice,   in  which  the  patient,  a 

structural  pathology.    There  are  some  very  lady,  was  attacked,  after  partial  recovery 

interesting  points  connected  with  the  nature  fit>m  fever,  by  follicular  enteritis,  aa  in  the 

and  akention  of  the  urinary  secretion  in  fagt^m^  of  Cope.    During  the  prognas  of 

this  caae;  but  we  must  resenre  these  for  the  caae,  the  nurse-tender  called  my  atten- 

anothertime.  tion  to  what  she  believed  to  be  a  worm  paased 

Hie  next  ease,  Msry  Cope,  shews  to  ua  perannm,  but,  cm  examination,  I  found  it  to 

the  exact  nature  of  a  diaeaae  til  the  mucoua  be  a  cord  of  lymph,  about  aa  thick  as  a  quiIl, 

membrane  of  the  intestines,  which  is  some-  and  frtnn  two  to  three  inchea  long.    It  waa 

timesooeofthemostiktalof  thesequebeof  quite  solid.    A  sinubr  snbstsnoe  waa  paaaed 

our  fever,  vix.  follicular  enteritis.      Una  twice,  or  oftener,  at  intervale  of  two  or  three 

woomn,  vtat.  22,  previously  in  the  enjoy*  days.  It  is  very  probable  that  it  waa  accreted 

ment  of  the  best  health,  waa  admitted  into  the  in  the  appendix  vermiformis  and  expeDed, 

hospital  on  the23d  January,  ill  of  maculated  and  a  similar  one  again  re-ibrmed. 

fever,    niere  was  nothing  unusual  in  her  We  have  had  sevml  caaea  like  Cope'a,  but 

caae.    She  waa  marked  oonvaleaoent,  when,  aU  recovered  except  this  one.    Poroell,  to 

about  fourteen  daya  before  her  death,  she  whose  case  I  have  already  anoded,wasawdU 

complained  of  debility  and  diarrhoea ;  her  marked  instance  of  the  same  diaeaae,  oom- 

tongne  became  brown  and  dry  in  the  centre,  ing  on  as  asequela  of  the  fever ;  but  no  one 

but  not  ferred;  there  waa  no  tenderness  of  who  baa  seen  Cope's  or  Pnioell's  case  could 

the  abdomen,  nor  tympanites,  but  there  was  for  a  moment  conibund  it  with  typhus  fever, 

gafgoniUement  over  the  coecum ;  the  stools  or  suppose  the  disease  to  be  the  pathology 

were  gmel-like,  but  were  not  observed  to  be  of  maculated  fever.    Follicular  enteritiB  ia  a 

mnoons  or  bloody ;  there  was  no  tenesmus ;  local  disease  marked  by  as  distinct  symp- 

ber  poise  became  very  quick  and  weak.   She  toms,  and  aa  difierent  from  typhus  fever,  aa 

became  ao  debilitated  on  the  18th  February  any  local  diaeaae  to  whidi  the  living  system 

aa  to  require  wine  in  considerable  quantity,  is  subject.    I  have  wished  you  to  aotioe  this 

All  means  to  stop  the  diarrliaea  were  of  no  caae,  as  it  bean  tipon  a  point  we  have  pre- 

avaB,  and  she  diod  on  the  19th  February.  vioudy  discussed ; — the  supposeddqiCBdenee 

On  dissection,  the  peritoneal  cost  of  the  of  typhus  on  follicular  disease  of  ti»  intes- 
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tines. — I  may  make  a  few  short  obsenrations  ammonia,  and  an  attempt  was  made  at  the 

now  on  the  treatment  of  this  follicular  dis-  same  time  to  get  her  under  the  influence  of 

ease  of  the  intestines.     There  is^one  remark-  mercury.     She  died  on  the  Slst  of  January, 

able  feature  about  it,  and  that  is,  the  diffi-  — ^The   right  lung  was  very   nearly  sound, 

culty  of  salivating  a  patient  labouring  under  The    heart    was    greatly    enlarged    as    to 

it ;  and  this  you  may  generally  take  in  most  the  size  of  its  cavities,  but  there  was  no 

diseases  as  an  indication  that  mercury  is  a  valvular  disease.     The  superior  portion  of  the 

remedy  in  such  diseases  of  doubtful,  if  not  of  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lung  was  not  much  oon- 

injurious,  action.     The  treatment  which  we  gested,but  from  this,  downwards,  constitut- 

adopted  in  Purcell's  case,  which  was  one  of  ing  probably  three-fourths  of  the  lung,  and 

very  great  severity,  and  in  the  others,  and  extending  through  the  middle  into  the  infe- 

which  proved  successful  in  all  but  Cope's  rior  portion  of  the  lower  lobe,  the  substance 

case,   was  the  continued  administration   of  of  the  lung  was  in  a  singular  form  of  pneu* 

small  doses  of  opium  or  Dover's  powder,  monia.     The  pleura  was  quite  free  from  any 

with  counter-irritation    repeated    over  the  trace  of  disease.     The  substance  of  the  lung, 

abdomen  and  right  iliac  region  particularly,  viewed  through  it,  was  of  a  dark  blue  or 

and  the  mildest  farinaceous  diet.     In  some  purple  colour.     Its  substance  was  tough, 

cases,  all  ordinary  means,  whether  by  medi-  not  in  the  slightest  degree  brittle,  not  ere- 

-cines  given  by  the  mouth,  or  in  the  form  of  pitating,  and,  when  thrown  into  water,  itsunk 

enemata,  are  of  no  avail  to  check  the  diarr-  like  a  hepatized   lung.     Very    little  fluid 

hoea,  and  the  patient  is  fast  sinking  under  it,  exuded  from  it  when    cut  into.      In   the 

when    it  ViU  be    rapidly  and    efficiently  neighbourhood  of  the  diseased  portion,  and 

averted  by  the  introduction  into  the  rectum  in  some  places  mixed  with  it,  were  a  few 

of  a  picQe  of  sponge,  about  the  size  of  a  small  small  nodules  of  pulmonary  apoplexy.    Now, 

hazel -nut,  soaJced  in  a  solution  of  watery  ex-  this  was  not   die  first  stage  of   ordinary 

tract  of  opium.     This  will  at  first  require  to  pneumonia,  for  it  was  not  crepitating ;  it  did 

be  renewed  perhaps  three  or  four  times  a  not  pour  out  fluid  in  an  abundance  when 

day,  but  most  often  only  once  after  the  incised;  it  was  not  ofthe  same  colour.  Itwaa 

second  day.  not  hepatization,  either  red  or  grey,  and  still 

The  third  case  to  which  I  have  to  direct  less  did  it  bear  any  resemblance  to  the  third 

your  attention  is  one  of  considerable  impor-  stage  of  pneumonia.     The  case  was,  it  will 

tance,  both  as  regards  itself,  as  to  its  own  beremembered,  also  of  three  weeks' standing, 

peculiar  nature,  and  also  in  relation  to  the  when,  in  the  ordinary  form  ofthe  disease,  it 

insight  which  it  gives  us  into  a  state  of  the  should  have  gone  on  to  hepatization,  or  even 

respiratory  and  circulating  functions  of  fre-  farther.     If  Ve  couple  the  history  of  the 

quent  occurrence  in  our  maculated  fever.  case  with  the  general  symptoms,  we  can,  I 

Mary  Graham,  a  servant,  set.  24  years,  think,  arrive  at  a  knowlege  of  its  nature, 
was  admitted  mto  the  hospital,  Jan.  1841,  The  patient,  brought  from  one  of  the  most 
in  an  apparently  dying  state  :  she  was  in  a  wretched  abodes  in  the  city,  the  neighbour- 
state  of  great  relapse :  her  limbs  and  hands  hood  of  Mary's  Lane,  had  herself  Ued  for 
were  livid ;  the  surface  generally  cold,  and  a  commencing  attack  of  pneumonia  three 
she  was  almost  pulseless  :  she  was  suffering  weeks  previously,  and  after  this  continued 
yery  much  from  cough  and  dyspnoea.  With  suffering  under  cold,  damp,  and  probably 
great  difficulty,  from  her  being  scarcely  able  want,  in  the  severest  sesson  of  the  year, 
to  articulate,  she  informed  us  that,  about  From  this  state  she  never  rallied,  neither  did 
three  weeks  before,  she  had  been  attacked  the  distended  capillaries  of  the  affected  lung, 
with  pain  in  the  left  side  and  oppression  of  They  remained  in  their  congested  state ;  there 
breathing,  for  which  she  had  been  bled,  with  was  no  attempt  at  any  of  the  ordinary 
temporary  relief;  but  soon  after,  the  oppres-  changes,  or  the  usual  progress  of  pneumonia ; 
sion  continuing  to  increase,  she  was  removed  they  passed  at  once  into  a  state  of  hyperaemia, 
to  the  hospital.  On  a  physical  examination,  and  they  remained  in  this  state ;  in  fact,  they 
the  chest  appeared  to  be  well  formed  :  were  in  a  state  similar  to  that  of  the  capil- 
over  the  anterior  portion  of  the  left  cla-  lanes  in  an  extremity  that  is  affected  with 
vicular  region,  and  to  the  lateral  and  pos-  atonic  congestion  of  its  capillaries — a  state 
tenor  inferior  region  of  the  same  side,  there  that  we  see,  on  a  small  scale,  in  the  capil- 
was  dulness  to  the  greatest  degree.  Over  a  laries  of  the  skin,  in  depending  portions  of 
great  portion  of  the  left  lung  there  was  some  the  body,  in  a  case  of  typhus  fever* 
crepitating  rattle,  but  not  fine,  nor  heard  The  appearance  of  the  lung  on  post-roor- 
plainly  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  dull  tcm  inspection  coincided  exactly  with  this ; 
region,  nor  was  there  bronchial  respiration  it  was  exactly  such  an  appearance  as  would 
audible  in  the  dull  sounding  parts.  The  infra  be  produced  by  the  capillaries  passing  into 
clavicular  region,  after  a  few  days,  cleared  a  state  of  congestion,  and  obliterating  the 
on  percussion,  muco-crepttating  rattle  was  air-cells;  not  as  they  are  obliterated  or  filled 
heard,  and  the  expectoration  became  muddy  up  in  ordinary  pneumonia,  but  obliterating 
and  sanguineous,  but  she  never  rallied ;  she  them  by  pressing  in,  from  their  distension,  on 
was  kept  alive  only  by  wine  and  carbonate  of  the  air-cells.    ITie  long  thus  became  solid, 
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and  dull  as  muscle,  dark  in  colour,  and  re-    le  non-concours  r^gulier,  la  non-coordi- 
mained  at   the    same   time    tough.      The    nation  entre  les  instrumens  d'ex^cution, 

^''^^S^rr.  ,^l    .?®**''"?^r.f  P''^^*^^    dont  les  uns  r^-pondent  mal  ou  mfime 
«l»o  facditoted  by  the  great  debility  of  the    ne  r<5pondent  p1«  aux  directions  im- 

dfi^"^  Lw^ff/K"^^^^^  "*'*'    P'-^^"^^^  et  dont  les  autres  n'^tant  pas 

dilated  onW  the  healthy  portions  of  the  lunc:,     Z^^aa^/^  ,.«-  i     -.,       *  ^ •«**»,  ^jw. 

and.  thus^the  passive  distension  of  the  I^"deres  pr  leure  ante^^^ 
capillaries  was  ii  no  way  counteracted  by  *^"^  trop  yivement;  il  y  a  done  bien  \Ji 
the  respii-atory  efforts  drawing  in  air  to  the  i^on-coordination,  mais  non  pas  k  la 
air-cells  in  the  diseased  portions  of  the  lung.  Diani^re  dont  1  entend  M.  Flourens,  qui 
This  weakness  of  respiratory  effort  will  also  ?**^^,  *  ^^^  ^*  facultd  coordinatnce 
account  for  the  absence  of  bronchial  respira-  "*"*  '®  cervelet,  au  lieu  de  la  direction 
tion  in  the  solid  portion  of  lung.  This  case  ^^^  mouvemcns  en  avant»." 
i«  very  interesting,  both  on  its  own  account,  We  may  thus  see,  from  what  has 
and  from  the  light  which  I  think  it  will  throw  preceded,  that  speech  is  dependent 
on  a  similar  state  of  the  lung  in  fever.  upon  a  variety  of  movements ;  and  that 

for  its  fonnation,  not  only  is  harmony 

required  between  muscles  completely 
ON  STAMMERING,  under  the  control  of  the  will  (as  are 

AND  THE  METHODS  PROPOSED  FOR  ITS       thosc  of  the  lips  aud  touguc),  but  also 

REMOVAL.  between  such  muscles  and  others  which 

Rv  i?nw,i^  T  -.  iPo/,  ^^^  ^"^  partially  so :  a  free  respiration,  a 

By  Edwin  Lee,  Eso.  regulated  contraction  of  the  muscles  of 

[Continued  from  p.  269.]  expiration,  of  those    of   the   larynx, 

[Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette.']  palate,  tongue,  cheeks,    and   lips,   in 

obedience    to   volitions    conveyed    to 

Some  cases  of  paralysis,  which  serve  several  of  them  simultaneously,  or  in 
to  illustrate  the  destruction  or  intemip-  rapid  succession,  beinc^  necessary  for 
tion  of  the  harmonv  existing  between  perfect  articulation.  It  will  therefore 
sets  of  muscles  wnich  are  naturally  excite  no  surprise,  on  considering  these 
associated  in  their  actions,  are  thus  circumstances,  that  speech  should  be 
referred  to  by  a  modem  writer  on  the  so  fret}uently  affected  in  various  dis- 
nervous  system : —  eases,  and  by  various  conditions  of  the 

"  C'est  ainsi  que  certaines  paralysies  nervous  system,  which  destroy  or  inter- 
partielles,  en  d6truisant  I'narmonie  nipt,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  the 
fonctionelle,  d^naturent  les  directions  harmonious  action  of  these  several 
et  r^quilibre ;  j'ai  vu  souvent  dans  de  parts.  Persons  labouring  under  con- 
telles  paralysies  les  m^decins  croire,  cussion  of  the  brain,  apoplectic  attacks, 
d'apr^s  M.  Flourens,  a  une  lesion  du  in  the  debility  causea  by  exhaustion, 
cervelet,  parcequ'ils  remarquaient  que  or  which  supervenes  in  tne  latter  stage 
F^quilibre  ^toit  rompu;  ou  que  les  of  acute  disease,  can  very  frequently 
mouvemens  n' Stolen t  pas  convenable-  put  out  their  tongue,  and  move  their 
ment  halanchs ;  on  auroit  pu  croire  lips,  but  are  unable  to  perform  the 
aussi  dans  ces  cas,  en  voyant  rindividu  associated  actions  required  for  speech, 
manceuvrer  autrement  (ju'il  ne  vouloit,  which  inability  is  likewise  frequently 
que  I'organe  des  directions  ^toit  1^86 ;  a  premonitory  symptom  of  paxmysis  or 
mais  en  observant  mieux,  11  ne  reste  cerebral  disease.  After  active  exereise, 
aucune  incertitude  k  ce  sujet ;  on  as  running,  a  person  will  frequently  be 
s'aper^oit  que  les  directions  sont  ap-  speechless  for  some  time,  not  merely 
precipes  voulues  et  indiqu^es,  mais  que  from  the  want  of  air,  but  also  from  the 
Vindication  n'est  nuU^ment  suivie,  non    temporary  disorder  or  exhaustion  of 

Sar  ineptie,  mais  par  d6faut  d'ensemble  the  nervous  energies.  The  same  cir- 
es  instrument  d*cx^cution,  dont  les  cumstance  may  occur  from  mental 
uns  sont  plus  ou  moins  faibles,  ou  man-  emotions,  as  fear,  surprise,  agitation, 
Guant  totalement  k  leur  mission,  et  and  may  even  last  for  a  long  period; 
aont  les  autres  manquant  d'antago-  as  the  effect  does  not  always  cease 
nisme  ne  sont  pas  pond^r^es ;  de  \k  ces  with  the  action  of  the  causes  which 
mouvemens  brusques  saccad^s,  ou  trop  produce  it.  When  these  causes  act  in 
^nergiqnes  sans  mesure  ni  precision,    ail  aggravated  degree,  they  may  induce 

2ui  lancent  les  paralytiques  incompletfl    loss  of  power  over  the  more  strictly 
ana  des  directions  qu'ils  n'ont  pas   -^— ^— — ^— ^— — — — ^— 
r^solues,  par  la  desharmonie  d'action  •  Sariandi^,  op.  cit.  Furb,  1840. 


502  MR.  LEB  ON  8TAMMBRIN0. 

* 

voluntary  muscles,  as  those  of  the  ex*  occnrred,  after  an  interval  of  twelve 
tremities,  and  the  individual  will  be  years  from  the  attack.  M.  OUivier 
unable  to  move*.  I  have  entered  more  mentions  a  case  of  intermitting  aphonia 
fully  into  the  consideration  of  these  which,  he  says,  'existed  more  than 
pointsin  my  work  on  Nervous  Disorders,  thirty  years,  and  was  onlv  cured  for 
and  will  terminate  these  remarks  by  the  time  by  abstraction  of  blood.'  He 
quoting  from  it  a  passage  or  two  bear*  adds,  '  what  is  curious,  however,  is, 
ing  upon  the  present  inquiry.  "Those  that  the  voice  suddenlv  returned  after 
parts  which,  though  necessary  for  the  one  or  two  spoonsful  of  blood  had 
performance  of  ordinary  actions,  are  flowed.*  In  this  case  it  can  hardlv  be 
not  so  directly  controlled  by  the  will  supposed  that  the  quantity  of  blood 
as  some  others,  and  hence  require  more  lost  could  have  had  anjr  influence  in 
exertion  of  this  facultv  for  the  healthy  the  restoration  of  the  voice;  and  I  am 
performance  of  their  ninctions,  appear  inclined  to  believe  that  it  was  in  conse- 
to  be  most  liable  to  be  affected  oy  its  ^uence  of  the  impression  on  the  pa- 
debility.  Thus  it  has  seemed  to  me  tient's  mind  that  the  voice  must  neces- 
that  the  muscles  of  the  larynx  are  more  sarily  return  at  the  time  of  the  bleeding, 
subject  to  atony  than  the  muscles  of  The  long  duration  of  the  disorder  may 
the  extremities,  when  moral  causes  be  ascribed  to  the  habit  of  having  it 
have  been  instrumental  in  producing  recur  at  stated  periods;  These  coses 
the  affection,  and  that  the  inferior  also  tend  to  corroborate  the  opinion  of 
extremities  are  more  frequently  affected  their  nature  which  I  had  been  led  to 
than  the  superior.''  entertain,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 

**  Loss  of  voice,  depending  on  a  state  believe  that,  could  the  patients'  minds 

of  atony  or  paralysis  of  the  smaU  mus-  have  been  diverted  from  the  expecta- 

cles  of  the  larynx,  from  suspension  of  tions  of  the  attacks  at  the  accustomed 

their  nervous  power,  is  of  frequent  period,  they  would  not  have  occurred;" 

occurrence.    It  may  be  total  or  partial,  I  might  adduce  several  other  cases 

in  which  latter  case  the  patient  can  illustrative  of  the  action  of  mental  im- 

make   himself  understood   in  a  low  pressions  in  the  production  and  removal 

whisper.    The  lips  and  tongue  <SB,n  be  of  disorders  of  the  voice  and  speech ; 

freely  moved  in  this  variety  of  aphonia,  but  as  such  would  be  out  of  place  on 

It  may  supervene  upon  mental  emo-  the  present  occasion,  I  will  merely  ex- 

tions,  convulsive  or  other  nervous  affec-  tract  the  following  from  another  of  my 

tions,  irritation  of  the  surface,  or  of  works,  as  serving  to  exhibit  the  powerful 

viscera;  or  it  may  come  on  without  influence  of  the  imagination  over  those 

any  obvious  cause.    A  case  is  men*  disorders. 

tioned,  in  the  Dietionnaire  de  MSdeeiMf  **Aphoma  of  mioeeib'  duration  cured  in 
of  a  lady  who  was  deprived  of  her  voice  a/ew  hours  ov  starch  pills  given  honMO" 
during  several  years  from  excessive  joy  pathically, — A  girl,  let.  20,  was  admitted 
succeeding  a  state  of  great  anxiety,  on  the  14th  of  January,  with  complete 
which  resisted  all  the  means  employed  loss  of  voice,  which  had  existed  since 
lor  its  relief,  and  disappeared,  wnen  the  middle  of  November.  She  had  ex- 
least  expected,  after  strong  emotion,  perienced  a  similar  attack  in  the  pre- 
In  another  case,  the  patient,  during  ceding  year,  but  had  recovered  in  fifteen 
fourteen  years,  could  only  speak,  every  days.  The  menstruation  was  regular, 
day,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  A  few  days  rest,  and  the  usual  hospital 
two  or  three.  Some  years  ago  I  saw  a  regimen,  producing  no  effect,  she  was 
youne  man  who  suddenly  lost  his  voice  consequently  placed  in  the  department 
completely,  for  which  no  cause  could  where  the  homceopathic  experiments 
be  assigned.  I  stated  that,  although  he  were  made,  and  was  ordered  two  pills 
might  not  derive  relief  from  medicine,  composed  of  starch,  which  she  believed 
that  the  voice  was  not  unlikely  to  return  homoeopathic  remedies.  The  first  to 
at  some  future  period.  This  has  since  be  taken  in  the  presence  of  tiie  phvsi- 
— • cian,  the  other  at  the  expiration  of  four 

•  The  ikKination  of  some  birdi  by  fhe  aspect  hours.     A  few  minutes  after  the  first 

of  cerUin  serpents  renderinR  them  nnible  to  piU  had  been  swallowed  the  following 

escape,  or  even  to  keep  their  position  npon  the  f„-,«A«*  „    ^^^if^^^Ji    ^^VtAmeolvM  -     - 

tree,Ti  in  consequence  of  ToUtionbeinirpwralysed  S/mptoms    mamfested    themselves:-— 

by  fear.  The  same  drcmnstance  oocnrs,  in  a  Anxiety,  pain,  and  uneasiness  m  the 

m  torn*  Nenmu  DttSrdtn,  f.  M  editioD,  1S3S.  "pintion,  With  heat  and  erupbon  on  the 
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akin.    The  second  pill  appeared  to  ag-  spinal  cord,  but  of  a  cerebral  oriffin,  and 

{l[ravate  these  symptoms,  with  the  add!*  depending  upon  a  temporary  oLwrder 

tioa  of  hiccough.    She  afterwards  fell  or  a  £eiulty  action  of  the  faculty  of  vo- 

asleep,  and  on  awaking  she  was  as-  lition,  as  far  aa  certain  muscles  em* 

tonisned  to  find  she  could  talk  in  a  loud  ployed  in  respiration  and  articulation 

tone.    The  complaint  did  not  recur,  are  concern^  which  induces  a  want  of 

and  she  soon  qmtted  the  hospital*."  consent  or  harmonv  of  action  between 

Similar  cases  to  the  above  will  not  these  muscles  and  others,  which  are 
of  course  be  confounded,  by  the  discri«  more  directly  under  the  influence  of 
minating  practitioner,  with  the  loss  or  this&cidty*.  In  the  peculiarities  which 
alterations  of  the  voice  and  speech  it  presents  it  has  great  analogy  with 
arising  from  obvious  local  irritation  other  nervous  anections,  especially 
reacting  upon  the  spinal  cord  or  nerves,  chorea.  It  seldom  occurs  berore  the 
aa  in  the  instances  of  traumatic  tetanus,  age  at  which  children  possess  con- 
worms  in  the  intestines,  &c.  sciousness,  and  are  able  to  pronounce 
,.  „  words  with  facility,  viz.  about  four  or 
On  Stammering.  gyg  years.     Like  chorea,  it  may  be 

This  affection  has  been  confounded  acqmred  by  imitation ;  is  almost  always 
with  the  hesitation,  difficulty  of  ex-  increased  by  agitation,  or  when  it  is 
pression,  or  repetition  of  words —  remarked  brothers;  and  affects,  for  the 
oaUnUietf  which  so  commonly  occurs  most  part,  individuals  whoare  endowed 
in  children  in  their  first  attempts  with  a  high  d^ee  of  susceptibility, 
to  talk,  and  which  generally  ceases  as  It  may  be  frequently  stopped  by  mea- 
theygrowup;though,inafewinstances,  aured  and  regulated  movements,  as 
stammering  supervenes  upon  it,  which  speaking  slowly  after  a  fiill  inspiration, 
leads  parents,  and  those  who  have  the  reciting  or  singing,  in  the  same  way  as 
charge  of  them,  sometimes  to  say,  that  the  irregular  muscular  action  in  chorea 
the  stammer  has  existed  from  the  time  may  often  be  suspended  for  a  time  by 
they  began  to  speak,  which  is  not  the  the  patient's  pla^ng  the  piano,  skip- 
case.  A  degree  of  hesitation,  diffi-  ping^  or  performing  other  actions  which 
culty,  or  stuttering,  may  arise  from  reqmre  attention,  and  a  regulated  exer- 
othercauses— as  basnfulness,  stupidity,  tion  of  volition.  Like  ouier  nervous 
confusion  of  ideas,  apprehension,  sur-  affections,  stammering  is  more  com- 

Srise,  &c.  which  may  occasion  consi-  mon,  and  usuaH^P"  increases  in  intensity, 

erable  embarrassment  in  the  articula;-  about   the    period   of   puberty,    and 

tion  of  words ;  and,  as  a  foreign  author  the  succeeding  years,  when  the  mentsi 

has  observed,  "  it  finequently  happens  sensibilities  are  so  strongly  called  into 

even  in  persons  highly  endowed,  and  play,  but  it  diminishes  towards  the  ' 

who  usually  express  themselves  with'  decline  of  life,  and  ceases  altogether 

facility,  to  be  wanting,  as  it  were,  to  when  the  nervous  sensibility  is  blunted 

themselves,  and  to  stammer  out  with  by  the  approach  of  old  a^.    When  the 

difficulty  the  most  trifling  excuse,  the  stammerer  is  alone,  or  with  an  intimate 

most  simple  compliment,  or  the  most  fnend  or  relation,  he  can  usually  speak 

ordinary  answer  to  a  question,  which  very  well,  or  at  all  events  much  better 

requires  on  their  part  some  little  pre-  than  when  he  is  in  company,  or  in  the 

sence  of  mindt."    The  imperfect  arti-  presence  of  strangers.    This  fact  is  not 

eulation  in  certain  states  of  cerebral  invalidated,  but  is  rather  corroborated, 

congestion,  inebriety,  or  weakness  from  by  the  circumstances  that  some  persons 

di&ease,  must  also  be  distinguished  from  lose  their  stammer  after  a  good  dinner 

stammering.  and  wine,  though  in  company;   and 

Stammering,  then,  as  may  be  inferred  that  others,  having  began  a  speech  on 

from  what  has  preceded,  ma;^  be  con-  a  subject  which  interests  them,  in  a 

gidered  as  a  spasmodic  affection  in  the  public  assembly,  have  been  able  to  go 

great  majority  of  cases;    not,  how-  on  si>eaking  for  a  considerable  time 

ever,  of  that  £nd  which  is  caused  by  without  any  impediment;  as  in  point  of 

irritation  of  the  surfiause,  or  of  internal  fiu:t  they  are  then  in  much  tne  same 

parts,  or  by  lesions  of  the  nerves  or    — 

— — — •  •  Stammerert,  when  not  attemntlog:  to  apeak, 

•  Animal  Marnetiim  and  HomcBopathy,  with  can.  like  other  people,  move  their  lip*  and  tongno 

Notea  UloatratiTe  of  the  Influence  of  the  Mind  freely  in  all  directiona,  except  in  those  caaea 

on  the  Body.    9d  Edition,  183S.  where  the  tong^ialaiger,  or  more  bound  down, 

t  DicClonnaire  deMMectaie,  ait  BaUmticment.  than  natoral. 
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condition  (with  respect  to  the  stammer)  when  existing,  they  tend  to  aggravate 
as  when  alone,  having  confidence  in  it.  In  many  individuals  the  tongue 
their  powers,  or  foreettingtheirinfinnity  is  thicker,  its  muscles  heing  more  de- 
for  the  moment,  it  has  heen  stated  hy  veloped  than  natural ;  in  some  it  is 
a  French  author,  that  stammerers  can  more  hound  down  to  the  floor  of  the 
generally  spei^  very  well  when  dis-  mouth,  either  by  the  development  of 
guised  by  wearing  a  mask;  and  M.  the  genio-^lossi  muscles,  or  by  the 
I tard  mentions  the  case  of  a  boy,  eleven  frenum  bemg  inserted  too  near  the 
years  old,  "  who  was  a  great  stammerer  apex.  In  others,  one  side  of  the 
whenever  he  spoke  in  the  presence  of  tongue  (the  right)  is  somewhat  larger 
persons  who  looked  at  him ;  but  he  did  than  the  other,  and  the  organ  is  drawn 
not  stammer  when  he  knew  that  he  to  one  side  on  being  protruded  from 
could  not  be  seen,  and  could  speak  to  the  mouth.  In  several,  again,  the 
people  very  well  when  in  the  dark,  tonsils  are  swollen,  and  the  arches  of 
The  attempt  had  been  made  to  cure  the  soft  palate  are  lower  than  natural  i 
him  when  he  was  younger  by  bandaging  though,  from  what  I  have  seen,  I 
his  eyes*."  These  cases  are  obviously  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  , 
explicable  upon  the  same  principle,  by  Mr.  Yearsley,  in  his  pamphlet,  that, 
Most  stammerers,  again,  are  made  much  *'  in  the  great  majority  of  stammerers, 
worse  when  put  in  a  passion,  though  the  tonsils  and  uvula  are  in  a  diseased 
some,  by  beingput  in  a  passion,  become  state."  On  the  contrary,  I  should  say 
extremely  voluWe,  from  their  attention  that,  in  many  of  the  individuals  who 
being  altogether  diverted  to  other  mat-  experience  great  difficulty  in  speak- 
ters.  Stammering  also  resembles  other  ing,  nothing  anormal  is  perceptible  in 
nervous  afTcctions  in  presenting  fre-  the  appearance  of  the  ps^,  and  that 
quent  intermissions  at  regular  or  irre-  the  physical  alteration  most  frequently 
gular  periods ;  some  stammerers  are  met  with  is  the  increased  size  and  more 
aCTected  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  energetic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of 
bein^  frequently  worse  in  wet  than  in  the  tongue  and  beneath  it,  which  some- 
dry,  m  warm  than  in  cold  weather.  A  times  prevent  its  being  freely  protruded 
few  find  their  stammer  better  or  worse  from  tne  mouth,  or  its  tip  from  being 
according  as  the  moon  is  in  its  first  turned  over  the  lip  towards  the  nose, 
quarter  or  at  the  full.     I  have  seen  two  notwithstanding  the  person's  efforts,  as 

gersons  in  which  this  was  the  case,  would  be  the  case  with  an  individual 
ome,  again,  lose  their  stammer  for  a  whose  tongue  was  swollen  from  the  exhi- 
few  days,  or  even  for  a  much  longer  bition  of  mercury,  or  any  other  cause, 
period,  after  which  it  recurs  without  This  alteration  I  consider  to  be  a  conse- 
their  being  able  to  ascribe  the  recur-  quenceofthe  disordered  nervous  action, 
rence  to  any  particular  cause ;  and  as  which,  by  inducing  irregular  and  spas- 
a   further   corroboration    (if   any  be  modic  contraction,  causes  a  g^reater  de- 
needed)  that  stammering  is  especially  a  gree  of  development  of  the  parts,  as 
nervous  complaint,  and  of  the  view  would  be    the  case  with    any  other 
which  I  have  expressed  respecting  its  muscular  structure  which  is  imduly 
nature,  I  may  allude  to  the  fact,  that  exercised.    We  therefore  see  that  there 
the  mat  majority  of  cases  may    be  is  more  difficulty  and  spasmodic  action 
cured  by  systems  of  education  which  induced  by  the  attempts  to  articulate 
have  for  their  object  the  reflation  of  words  which  begin  with  some  of  the 
respiration,  and  of  themusctuar  powera  consonants  than  with  the  vowels,  the 
concerned  in  speech.  former  requiring  more  the  concurrence 
Several  persons,  however,  have  attri-  of  voluntary  muscles  than  do  the  latter, 
buted  this  complaintto  various  physical  the  pronunciation  of  which  is  of  a 
alterations  oftne  tongue,  fauces,  tonsils,  passive  nature.    We  also  see,  in  the 
&c. ;  and,  indeed,  in  a  large  proportion  majority  of  stammerers,  that  there  is 
of  stammerera  some  anormal  or  peculiar  more  difficulty  in  beginning  a  sentence 
conditions  may  be  perceived  on  exa-  or  speech  than  in  its  continuation,  as  a 
mination  of  tnese  parts ;   yet  none  of  more  direct  effort  of  volition  is  required 
them  are  sufficiently  constant  to  autho-  to  commence  a  muscular  action  than 
rize  the  supposition,  that  the  disorder  is  for  its  repetition ;  and  many  individuals 
occasionea  by  them ;  though,  no  doubt,  can  pronounce  a  difficult  word  with 
-— -^— ---——— —————  much  greater  ease  if  they  are  desired 

•  DictioiuuUn  de  MAledne,  art.  B^gMcment.  to   repeat    it    after   another   person. 
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Theae  {ihyncal  alterations  may,  then,  difficulty  if  the  word  be  in  the  middle 
be  considered  aa  an  aoeidental  coinci^  of  a  phrase  aa  if  it  be  at  the  commence* 
dence>or  as  an  effect  of  the  disorder,  ment.  They  are  not,  like  the  generality 
One  or  other  of  them  are  constantly  of  stammerers,  affected  by  being  in 
met  with  in  tolerably  healthy  persona,  society,  as  they' experience  an  eaual 
and  others  who  do  not  stammer;  and  difficulty  when  alone ;  neither  are  tney 
it  must  be  obvious  that  if  they  were  the  influenced  .by  chanffe  of  weather,  &c. 
cause,  the  effect  must  be  permanent,  The  first  individual  with  this  kind  of 
and  stammering  would  always  be  pre*  stammer,  whom  I  noticed,  was  a  man 
sent,  instead  ot  presenting,  as  it  does,  who  presented  himself  at  M.  Amussat's, 
such  remarkable  variations,  which  are  and  who  could  not  pronounce  the  word 
occasioned  by  the  state  of  the  person's  oourroyeur,  and  two  or  three  others 
mind  at  difterent  times,  and  by  other  which  resemble  it,  but  in  other  respects 
circumstances  to  which  I  have  iuluded,  could  articulate  tolerably  well.  Imme- 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  opinion  diately  after  the  section  of  the  genio- 
which  would  refer  the  complaint  to  the  glossi  muscles  he  could  speak  this  word 
the  incident  or  reflex  action  on  the  and  the  others  without  any  difficulty ; 
spinal  cord,  to  which  of  late  years  it^  and  when  I  saw  him  for  the  last  time, 
has  been  the  fashion  to  ascribe  many:  three  weeks  after  the  operation,  he  had 
diseases  the  origin  of  which  is  referrible  no  further  impediment  in  his  speech. 
to  a  higher  source*.  I  have  little  doubt  that  several  of  those, 
I  have,  however,  seen  several  indi-  whom  a  long  treatment  and  education 
viduals  (though  the  number  is  small  have  failed  to  cure,  would  be  found  to 
when  compared  with  the  others)  in  belong  to  this  class  *.  There  is,  again, 
whom  the  physical  alteration  in  the*  another  class  of  individuals*  in  whom 
size  of  the  tongue,  and  the  energy  of  the  the  nervous  or  general  stammer  (which 
contraction oithe genio-glossi muscles,  is  sometimes  upon  some  words,  and 
appearedtobethe  cause  of  the  infirmity,  sometimes  upon  others,  and  to  which 
from  the  nmnner  in  which  the  tongue  is  the  preceding  remarks  principallv  ap- 
boond  down,  and  the  resistance  which  ply)  is  combined  with  tne  difficulty  m 
is  aflbrded  on  attempting  to  introduce  articulating  particular  words ;  tnese 
the  fingers  beneath  it.  This  class  of  persons,  uiough  not  free  from  the 
stammerers  di^rs  from  the  other,  inas*  stammer  when  alone,  can  vet  speak 
much  as  they  do  not  stammer  in  gene-  much  better,  and  are  much  less  liable 
ral,  but  invariably  upon  the  same  words  to  gesticulations  of  the  head,  neck,  or 
beginning  with  a  consonant,  as  C,  B,  linibs,  and  to  choreal  or  spasmodic 
P,  K,  or  T,  or  any  combination' of  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  or  lips, 
syllables  resembling  them;  they  are  than  when  in  company  w^ith  strangers, 
sometimes  a  noinnte  or  more  before  the  or  otherwise  excited.  In  several  of 
difficult  words  can  be  articulated,  after  those  whom  I  have  seen,  there  has  been 
which  they  can  go  on  pretty  fluently,  nothing  remarkable  in  the  appearance 
and  they  experience  nearly  as  much  of  the  tongue  or  mouth,  thoueh  the 
majority  of  them  cannot  turn .  tne  tip 

*  "TlielB.t«tp«>d«ctlon  of  .evend  nervoiu  ^^  ^^he   tongue  upwards^over  the  % 

■IftctSont  ftom  tnorml  ImpreMioni.  tb«  virlable-  and  the  muscles  of  the  or^n  contract 


aaMPf  tlMcjinpCoBs,  thar  transient  natoreand  forcibly   on  the  introduction    of   the 

SS^lSgiS '^"S^'.::L^"rSS'^rj  finge«  beneath  U.    I  am  inclmed  to 

an<L  altboarh  there  may  be  tome  uneqaal  dtotriw  think  tliat  m  these  persons  tne  aimculty 

Initton  in  the  capillary  ■yatem  of  the  brain  or  j^  ^y^g  articulation  of  particular  words 

spinal  cord  in  many  instancea,  yet  Uni  ia  pr».  <" 

bably  an  effect.   The  immediate  cause  of  the '     ■ 

symptoma  moat  likely  oonsiata  in  some  modiSca-  i.^  «-^..#*vi- «*—..*-«♦  ^«».« 

tin  of  the  nerrons  actkm,  with  wbioh  we  are  /  ^JS?-"*^!?  «5i' *5!!S2S^ 

nnacuuainted.»*— IVMfiMMi  Mme  Strwtm  JHa-  sicalrtamiiMroceurredtBamMiwhowasapatie^^ 

•tderMtcv  93  in  the  hospital  Beai^jon  for  a  surgical  djieaae.  The 

••  The  frequent  variation  andthe  cvsation  and  toniruewasbounddowntothefloorof  themouthby 

aff  jrravation  ot  the  symptoms  at  regular  or  irre-  M  exttemelydiort  frenum,  which  even  tamed  iU 

Star  periods,  ate  ftaiareapecuUarfo  disorder  of  JP/te^***^:    -^•  ??i!!L*^,  "*°\^™^J!S 

aecerebralfiiction«,serv£J,inmaByinstancea,  divided,  the  patient,  who  previously  could  swcely 

to  dlstinjfuish  it  fh>m  otherdlseasea.  These  pecu-  »peak  ««few  words  in  succession,  spoke  distiijctty 

Uarities  may  be  accounted  Ibr  by  the  constant  Md  without  difficulty  {,  but.  aa  he  did  not  take 

sooeessimi  of  impressions  to  which  the  brain  is  proper  precautions  scamst  the  part  reuniting,  he 

eapoMNl.    The  diJoiders  of  that  organ  do  not  daify  lost  some  of  tbe  ■dvMtsgcs  ofthe  operj. 

consequently  follow  the  definite  cour«e  pursued  by  won.— Iii«f,  tfs   JrAI.  n  Cmr.  prMtqu09,  art. 

affectionaofotherparU."— /6M.p.  96.  Luigae. 

702.— XXVIII.  X 
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is  superinduced  upon  the  nerrous  stam-  and  both  corneee  so  depressed  as  U^ 
mer ;  and  that,  when  in  an  aggravated  produce,  when  the  upper  lids  are  raised 
form  and  of  long  duration,  stammering  by  the  fingers,  the  appearance  of  down* 
would  always  be  found  to  be  connectel  ward  squint.  Vision  is  perfect;  irides 
with  increased  muscularity  of  the  active ;  and  all  the  muscles  of  the  eye- 
tongue,  ball  can  be  thrown  into  action,  although , 
[To  be  continued  ]  .  from  the  constant  accommodation  of  the 
: : comese  to  the  aperture  between  the  lids^ 

r  A  RWQ  nv  PTOQiQ  _^PTPn  atthm       *^®  inferior  recti  seem  to  have  acquired 
CASES  OF  PTOSIS.— OPERATION.      predominance.    The  appearance  of  the 

face  is  peculiar,  from  the  total  absence 

Tb  ike  Editor  of  ike  Medical  Oazette,  »/  palpebral  folds  in  the  upper  lids,  and 

the  very  marked  corrugations  of  the 

Sir,                                              ^  forehead,  and  raising  of  the  inner  half 

As  the  subject  of  ptosis  appears  just  ^f  ^^^  eyebrow,  which  have  resulted 

now  to  attract  a  litfle  attention,  I  take  ^^^  ^^  constant  but  vain  attempt  to 

the  liberty  of  furnishing  the  two  fol-  t^^           ^    t^e  energetic  action 

lowing  cases  from  my  note  book :--  ^f  ^^^  occipito-frontalis  and  corruga- 

xT^'''^!l  \^^A^^'  .?i!'  .  '•  ^PPll    1^2  tores  supercihorum.    There  is  no  by- 

Nov.  i^th,  1840,  with  ptosis  of  the  left  pertrophy  of  the  lids, 

eye.     Four    years  ago,   after   unusual  *-  ^  ^^tion  of  the  substance  of  the 

ex]W)sure  to  cold,  on  waking  from  sleep,  jj^  ^^  ^^  left         hMtm  inch 

he  found  that  he  had  lost  the  power  of  i^*;;idth,  and  an  inch   and  half  in 

elevating  the  upper  hd  of  the  left  eye.  ig^gth,  was  included  between  two  eUip- 

At  the  present  time,  the  space  between  ^j^^  incisions,  and  dissected  off  from 

the  hds  18  m  extent  about  a  fourth  of  ^i^^  subjacent  conjunctiva.    The  mid- 

that  on  the  opposite  side;   there  is  no  ^^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  incision,  and  its  inner 

voiuntary  power  of  raising  the  upper  extremity,  were  close  beneath  the  eye- 

Fid,  which  feels  soft  andflaccid  and  is  b^ow.    By  means  of  four  sutures  and 

not  hypertrophied.      The    indes    act  g^      ^f  adhesive  silk,  the  cut  edges 

equally,  vision  is  perfect,  and  there  is  ^^^  retained  in  perfect  apposition, 

no  palsy  of  any  of  the  muscles  of  the  ^arch  10th.— As  the  wound  had  per- 

^  *i           11-  X.    1  rij          '^        f  fectly  healed,  and  the  patient  no  longer 

A  large  elliptical  fold,  consisting  of  required  the  eye  to  be  covered,  a  simi- 

integument  and  a  portion  of  the  orbi-  ^^  operation  was   performed  on  the 

cular  muscle,  was  carefully  dissected  right  eve 

away  with  the  scalpel,  the  upper  inci-  \^  2nd.-The  existence  of  a  cm-- 

sionatitecentrebemgclosetotheepre-  ^y^^             ^^  ^l^e  want  of  the 

^T'    ^«"J  s'lt^'^f  ^^.f  employed.  natural  fold  in  each  upper  lid,  are  all 

Dec.   10th.--A    longitudinal   raised  that  would  be  noticed  ai^culiar.    At 

seam  marks  the  site  of  the  portion  t^g  cornea,  the  vertical  space  between 

'*^?i?X     rm.         •  *!.•       J-  the  palpebrae  is  about  half  an  inch,  and 

30th.--There   is  now  nothing  dis-  ^an  be  sHghtly  increased  at  will.    In 

agreeable  m  the  appearance  of  the  eye,  this,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  during 

the  most  striking  peculian^  anwng  ^.j^sure  of  the  eyes,  the  lower  Uds  a^ 

from  the  absence  of  the  natural  fold  ^^^  ^^^  ^o  meet  the  upper  than 

beneath  the   eyebrow.      The    patient  before  the  operation,  or  thanTnatural 

can  close  the  eye  perfectly;  but^when  j^  ^^y^^^  peraons;  and,  instead  of  the 

winking,  the  upper  hd  is  moved  less,  ^^  quite  meeting  in  the  common  act 

and  the  lower  hd  is  elevated  higher,  of  wTnking.  the  c5mea  is  revolved  to  a 

than  18  the  case  with  the  right  eye.  „^*,v.^„Kii'^^#««*  „«.i«*  fK^  «..-^,  li. 

March  3d,  184  "    "" 

mt.  28,  has  ptosis 

from  her  own  account,  is  congenital. 

8he  states  that  the  lids  could  never  be  -^ — 
more  separated  by  a  voluntary   effort       *  J?  !>*•  »<?««  to  PiUey's  Theology,  Sir  C.  Bell 

inan  at  present,     l  ne  inter-paipeorai  action  of  the  levator  palpebne  tuperwru,  which, 

aperture  is  about  a  fourth  of  the  usual  by  iliffhtly  projectinfc  the  eyeball,  caaaee  it  to 

extent.  To  enable  her  to  view  surround-  52den?^othw  ****  **£to"  TilSttSi  «"***" 

mg  objecte,  the  head  is  throT^-n  back,  SSon,  the  greaUr'S^Jfof  ^25oo,  m7oo!iI 


l^LURALif  Y  OF  CHILDREN— THREE  GIftLS  AT  A  BIRTH.         SOT 

llhe  inferior  recti  is  almost  lost,  the  vered  a  third  girl,  footling,  at  a  quarter 

comeae  beingas  nearl>r  as  possible  in  after  nine  o'clock,    the    children    all 

the  centres.   The  throwing  back  of  the  living.     The  woman  was   extremely 

head,  previously  necessary,  is  no  longer  low  and  unconscious.    A  few  minutes 

marked.  before  eleven  o'clock  the  placenta  was 

In  the  Medical  Gazette  of  March  withdrawn. 

25th,  Mr.  T.  6.  Curling  published  some  Monday,  29th. — At  the  request  of 

interesting   cases,   includinfjr    one    of  the  midwife  I  visited  her. 

ptosis  from  palsy  of  the  third  nerve,  The  mother  is  a  stout  robust  woman; 

on  which  he  operated  on  the  same  her  legs  enormously  swollen ;  abdomen 

principle  which  guided  me  in  the  above  l&fg^  &nd  tender, 

cases,  in  January  1841.  The  children  moderate  sized,  healthy 


From  the  ori&:inal  paper  of  Mr.  Hunt,  looking;  the  third,  or  last-Lorn,  the 

and  Mackenne^s  remarks,  as  well  as  smallest 

from  some  conversation  which  I  had  The  first  presented  the  head, 

^th  the  former  gentleman  previously  The  second,  arm  and  head, 

tb  my  ficst  case,  it  was  my  impression  The  third  was  delivered  footling, 

that  the  new  methods  described  by  him  The  placenta  (which  is  in  possession 

(viz.  that  of  substituting  the  action  of  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee)  was  in  one  mass, 

the  occipito-frontalis  for  that  of  the  the  utenne  membranes  being  common 

levator   palpebree)    as    succeeding   in  to  the  whole.    The- first  two  children 

traumatic  ptosis,  was  the  best  operation  were  apparently  contained  in  the  same 

in  every  case  of  ptosis,  from  whatever  bag  or  set  of  foetal  membranes,  that  is, 

cause,  m  which  an  operation  was  ad-  there  was  no  apparent  membranous 

viaable  at  all.    I  was  not  aware  at  the  septum  between  tne  two.    The  third 

time,  that  its  Derformance  had  hitherto  had  a  verjr  distinct,  firm,  membranous 

been  |estricted  to  the  cases  in  which  it  septum,  with  distinct  chorion  and  am- 

had  been  first  tried.  nion.    One,  the  third  or  single  child's 

I  am,  sir,  placental  umbilical  cord  was  injected 
Your  obedient  servant,  with  wax,  by  which  only  a  portion  of 
C.  Radcltffe  Hall,  the   placental   mass  was   filled,   and 
Manchester,  April  i7th,  1841.  without  any  communication  with  the 
lemainin^  and  largest  portion :  subse- 
quently air  was  thrown  in  by  a  second 
PLURALITY  OF  CHILDREN-THREE  umbilical  cord,  and  a  portion  of  the 
GIRLS  AT  A  BIRTH.  wmainingmass  only  was  inflated.    Air 

was  then  thrown  into  the  third  ombihcal 
C^or  ike  London  Medieai  Gazette.J  cord  with  a  similar  result.  Thus  it 
would  appear  that,  although  the  pla- 
centa was  in  one  mass,  there  was  no 
Cakolinb  CnuRCH,  et.  35  years,  the  communication  between  thfe  placental 
mother  of  eight  children,  came  to  Lon-  vessels  of  the  three  children ;  notwith- 
don,  from  Hayes,  to  the  burial  of  her  standing  that  two  of  them  were  con- 
brother-in-law,  March  a6th.  On  the  tained  in  one  ba^,  still  each  had  its 
Sunday  afternoon,  March  28th,  she  was  distinct  portion  otplacenta. 
taken  unexpectedly  in  labour,  when  a  Mrs.  Church  did  very  well  for  a  fort- 
midwife  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  night,  suckling  the  three  children 
She  was  delivered  of  a  girt  at  half-past  alternately,  when,  on  Sunday,  April  11, 
nx  o'clock,  and  of  a  second  girl  at  a  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  intestinal 
quarter  after  seven  o'clock,  without  any  fever,  from  which,  after  a  considerable 
apparent  second  rupture  of  membranes,  struggle,  she  has  perfectly  recovered, 
As  the  placenta  did  not  follow  readily,  but  without  the  capability  of  again 
Mnr  Moss,  the  midwife,  passed  up  her  nursing  her  three  children.  They  axe 
hand  to  assist  in  its  delivery.  She  felt  now  in  average  health,  at  29,  Harrow 
another  set  of  membranes  whole,  which  Road. 

•he  ruptured  with  some  difficulty,  as  Hbnrt  Davibs, 

they  were  extremely  lough,  and  deli-  is,  Sftvflte  Row, 

SttfBciitly  of  sobMQQcnt  dg|ireMloii,  of  tbe  lower  '  ■ 
mUd  in  theae  casat  where  f  Im  levmtor  palpebnt 
M  M  inefllcienty  vppeur  objections. 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  or  BOOKS,  undertaking  was  greatly  wanted,  ow4ug 

to  the  confusion  which  had  arisen  in 

'"  modern  Greece  from  the  number  of 

"L'ADteur  M  tae&alonjrerceqaeJelcctearBe  medical    men,   who,   having    received 

tiieAtbrtger.»-6»ALEMBBRT.  their  education  at  different  Europeaa 

schools,  adopted  correspondingly  dif- 

>«,x«            j^                            *  T3      \  ferent  forms  and  modes  of  prescn bine, 

EXX^Ko:,;  ^apfiaKoiroiiaKara  BaercXe-  ^^       ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^J^^         g 

Kny  Atarayi/r  kqI  Kar  ^yKpieriv  row  gp^at  confusion. 

B.  larplicov  2vu/5civX/ov  cfcXoOeiffo,  The  Greek  Pharmacopoeia  is  divided 

frvvTa\Oeiffa     ti     irapa     *lwayyov  into  two  parts:   the  first  comprising 

Bovpov    *laTpov,    Ka$7iyiiTov    rijQ  those  medicines  which  arc  supplied  by 

cISic^C  xa0oX.  jcai  eepavevruciie  B.  ^he  merchant,  the  second  those  made 

'larpo^fi^hXov,    MiXovc   ri|c    B  by  the  pharmacopolist;  each  of  which 

•o           C  .  A      9     t         f     f  has  a  description  of  the  mode  of  its. 

BavapiKfiQ  AKaSfi^laQ  nJy  circcrr^-  preparation/ The  whole  work  is  also 

fiQy  kt\.  Savepiov  Ativdipepov  B.  given  in  two  languages,  namely,  Latin 

^apfxaKoiroiov,  KadriytiTOv  r^c  X**"  ai^d  modern  Greek,  —  in  this  respect 

fi€iatf   M^Xovc   rod   B.  'larpocrv/i-  resembling  the  American   Pharmaco- 

(iovkiov,     lirirdrov     rov     dpyvpov  pccia,  which  is  given    in    Latin  and 

fn-avpoi*  rod  2«r^poc  ktX.  'Iwajj^  the  vernacular  tongue ;  while  the  plan 

V-         ^      A/\.«^-    A                     -  of  giving  short  descriptions  of  the  sub- 

^aprop^v   Ah\ucov   ^ap^^aKoiroiov  .t^^ees  used  seems  tS  be  taken  from 

ktX.      By  AdnraiQ,  ek  rtje  BaaiXc-  ^hat  of  Prussia,  which  it  exactly  re- 

KTis  Tvnoypa^iaQ,  1837.  sembles. 

PharfMcopaia  Graca,  JtMU  Regio,  et  ^/^^\^^J^^  selected  profess  to  be 

Approbatwne  Collegu  Medici  Edita.  Jh<»f  b^t  known,  except  with  regard 

Auctoribus  Joanne  BouBO,  iyfed.  et  ^o  chemicals,  the  names  of  which,  we 

Chir.   Doct.,   Patholog.  et  Thcrap.  R^  told,  are  those  most  accordant  with 

special.  Prof.  p.  o.,    CoUeg.  Mel  modern  science.     But,  in  neither  re- 

Membro,  Acad.  Reg.  Monac.  Socio,  spect,  is  the  selection  always  happy: 

etc. ;  Xaverio  Landereb,  Pharmac.  ««  we  have  China  fusca  and  regia  (from 

Reg.,  Chemiffi  Prof.,  Colleg.  Med.  ^be    Italian    Pharmacopoeia)    for   our 

Membro,  Equite  Crucis  arg.Salva.  Cinchona  Coidi  fob  a  and  Lancifolia  ; 

tons,  etc. ,  JoSEPHO  Sartori,  Phar-  while  the  Sulphate  of  Quimne  is  desig- 

macopcrfo     Aulico.       Athenis,    ex  nated  ChminumSulDhuncum.   Again, 

Typographia  Regia,  1837.  ^^  ^"^  some  of  the  old,  and,  m  Europe, 

'^  °  nearly  exploded  chemical  designations 

There  lies  before  us  a  Pharmacopcda,  adopted,  such  as  Ferrum  munaticum, 

published  at  Athens,  by  Royal  autho-  Kah  muriaticum  oxygenatum,  &c. 

rity,    and   with   the    approbation    of  Opium  is  represented  as  the  product 


they 

calling  us  back,  after    the   lapse  of  are"plantieannuiBinOrienteet^gypto 

ages,  to  that  classical  land  which  pro-  cultce."    Do  they  refer  to  the  two  kinds 

duced  Hippocrates,  and  other  sages  in  of  poppy  mentioned  by  Hippocrates, 

the  heaUng  art.    Another  interesting  the  black  and  the  white,  and  which  arc 

circumstance  is,  that,  in  riving   the  described  by  Dr.   Royle  as  varieties 

modem  Greek  names  of  the  various  onlyP 

medicines,  it  assists  us  in  making  out  The  name  Calumba  has  led  to  the 

their  ancient  history;    for,  although  mistaken  notion  (not,  however,  confined 

Sibthorp  eflfected  this  with  respect  to  to  the  Greek  Pharmacopoeia)  that  the 

various  plants,  yet,  for  all  the  medicines  root   in    question    is    brought    from 

more  peculiarly  so  called,  we  know  of  Columbo,  m  Ceylon ;  although  we  are 

no  work,  but  the  one  before  us,  from  rather  inconsistently  told,  immediately 

which  any  considerable  assistance  can  aifter,  that  it  grows  at  Mozambique  I 

be  derived.  The  Hellebori  nigri  radix  has  afforded 

From  the  account  given  in  the  Hpo-  the  Athenians  an  opportunity  of  falling 

Xoyo^,  it  would  apx)ear  that  the  present  into- error ;  and  we  may  remark,  that 


THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  EXAMINATIONS.  :<09 

they  are  not  the  only  parties  to  whom  ences  than  otherwise  they  would  have 

this  same  plant  has  proved  a  stumbling  attained 

block.    It  is  well  known  that  Sibthorp        *ii  ^i.*.  ,  .,     ,  , 

has  satisfactorily  proved  the    'EXXi-        .    *  *^^^'  ^^^  '"°.^^'  °^*?^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

flopoc  fUXac  of  Dioscorides  to  be  the  ^^  ^^  ^^^  benefits  resulting  from  the 

Helleborus  officinalis.  Now  the  London  school  examinations,  and  yet  they  will 

Collec|e  seems  to  have  imagmed  that  not  have  accomplished  nearly  all  the 

weU  known  that  our  root  is  the  Helle-  ^^  ™^^  compulsory,  universal,  and  ne- 

borus  niger,  and  comes  from  Germany,  cessary  as  a  step  previous  to  admission  to 

not  Greece.  Accordingly,  the  authors  of  the  examination  for  the  diploma.    For, 

Sl^,if^''**°*^^^'T^''Pf '^  although  at  present,  their  advantages  are  usially 
they  refer  to  the  "officinalis,"  yet  adopt  i-Ji.ij  *  ^  ^r  n 
the  Helleborus  niger  of  Switwrland  and  ^^™'?^^  *^  ^  comparatively  smaU  pro- 
Germany  as  the  medicinal  plant ;  thus  P<>rtion  of  the  students  of  each  class, 
fully  establishing  the  mistake  of  the  When  we  look  over  the  lists  of  the 
London  College.  successful  candidates  in  this  and  in 
Upon  the  whole,  the  work  is  one  of  -,o„x  „^^i^  „^  |.^j  xi^.*  ♦v^^  ;«^i„jt-. 
interest,  serving  to  shew  the  state  of  P«'*/«"8'  ^^  ^^f  ^^^  *ey  include 
medical  science  in  modem  Greece  j  and,  ^^*  '®^  names,  and  that  very  evidently 
as  such,  we  have  thought  it  deserving  the  greater  number  of  the  students  of 
of  this  short  notice.  each  school  have  not  engaged  in  the 

^  competitions  at  all.    We  do  not  mean  to 

imply  by  this,  that  the  credit  of  those 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  who  have  gained  prizes  is  much  less 

than  it  appears,  or  that  they  have  hot 

Fnday,  May  14,  1841.  foj^ly  beaten  the  whole  of  the  classes 

of  which  they  are  severally  members; 

«  Licet  omnibiui,  Ucet  etiun  mifai,  6ign\tutem  on  the  contrary,  the  probability  is,  that 

Jrtia  Medicm  tueri ;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in  •  i   ^-u       v         ^  i.  ji 

publicum  tit,  dicendi  pericuium  non  recuse."  ^^  general  tney  nave  t)een  suspected 

Cicero.  throughout  the  season  to  be  the  beist 

^""^  men,  and  that  therefore  only  a  few 

THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  ii^ve  ventured  to  Compete  with  them. 

EXAMINATIONS.  g^j  ^^^  ^iieir  honour  would  have  been 
The  return  of  the  time  for  the  exami- *  greater  had  they  occupied  the  same 

nations  in  the  several  medical  schools  places  afler  a  fair  competition  with  the 

reminds  us  of  the  necessity  of  again  whole  class ;  and  the  rest,  if  they  had 

urging  that  they  should  be  made  to  had  the  stimulus  of  necessity  to  make 

serve  those  purposes  in  medical  educa-  them  compete,  would  not  have  been  so 

lion  for  which  they  are  so  evidently  far  behind  as  now  they  are. 
well  adapted.    We  do  Aot  deny  that        There    are,    we    suspect,    very  few 

already  they  have  done  much  good,  among  the  medical  students  who,  if 

and  will  continue  to  do  it ;  that  the  they  were  compelled  to  a  competilioti, 

energy  shown  by  the  students  since  would  not  do  their  best,  and  str^iii 

their  introduction  has    been    greater  every  energy,  to  occupy  a  respectable 

than  it  was  before,  and  has  been  shared  place  in  the  examinations.    At  present 

by  a  much  greater  number;  and  that  many  think  it  better  to  beisafe  a|r&in«t 

they  have  givea  rise,  in  all  who  have  having  a  low  place  than  to  take  their 

engaged  in  them,  to  an  honourable  chance  of  getting  a  high  one :  and  they 

feeling   of  emulation,  which  has  led  refrain  altogether   from   the    contest, 

them  to  acquire  a  much  wider  and  content  with  an  average  reputation  fdr 

deeper  knowledge  of  professional  sci-  industry  and  attainments ;  but  if  the 
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examinations  were  universal  this  wo  aid  made  to  pass  examinations  in  the 
cease,  and  there  cotdd  he  no  safety  several  subjects  on  which  they  had 
from  a  low  and  somewhat  disreputable  attended  lectures ;  and  if,  when  the 
position,  except  by  the  steady  pursuit  results  of  such  examinations  were  not 
of  knowledge.  It  seems  certain,  there-  satisfactory,  they  were  stayed  in  their 
fore,  that  such  a  plan  as  we  propose  course  and  held  back  to  learn  the  ne- 
would  have  the  immediate  e£fect  of  in-  cessary  elements  of  medicine  before 
creasing  many-^fold  the  amount  of  work  they  proceeded  (as  they  now  often  do, 
done  in  the  medical  schools,  and  of  unprepared  and  unfitly)  to  the  study  of 
raising  the  average  standard  of  acquire-  its  higher  branches, 
ment  among  the  pupils.  The  greatest  and  hitherto  the  most 
But  besides  this  (in  itself  sufficient  insuperable  evil  which  has  resisted  the 
to  render  the  question  most  worthy  of  benefits  of  every  scheme  of  medical 
consideration)^  the  school-examina-  education  is,  that  some  of  the  students, 
tions,  if  all  the  students  were  compelled  after  spending  the  greatest  part  of  their 
to  pass  them,  might  be  made  to  remedy  time  for  their  own  amusement,  and 
a  great  number  of  the  defects  which  learning  therein  absolutely  nothing  of 
now  confessedly  exist  in  the  scheme  of  their  profession,  have  yet  been  able  to 
medical  education.  For  what  purpose,  pass  the  ordeal  of  their  examinations 
for  example,  is  all  the  difficult  and  by  a  few  months'  artificial  and  compa- 
tedious  system  of  registration  adopted?  ratively  useless  study.  The  system  of 
registration  of  lectures  entered  to,  grinding  has  undoubtedly  attained  in 
and  of  lectures  professedly  attended,  these  times  a  degree  of  perfection, 
and  of  residence  in  London,  and  so  which,  as  fiu*  as  we  know,  in  no 
forth.  It  is  said,  to-  insure  that  the  other  studies  than  those  of  medicine,  it 
student  regularly  and  diligently  pur-  ever  even  aspired  to ;  and  it  now  almost 
sues  a  proper  course  of  studies.  And  defies  examinations  to  detect  the  super- 
all  this  would  be  very  well  if  the  system  ficiality  and  inutility  of  the  knowledge 
accomplished  any  fair  proportion  of  which  it  gives  for  the  day  of  trial,  but 
what  it  pretends  to ;  but  it  is  notorious  which  vanishes  in  the  following  month, 
that  all  that  the  most  scrupulous  regi»-  and  leaves  the  intellect  as  dull  and 
tration  can  determine  is,  that  the  stu-  empty  as  it  was  before  the  system  was 
dent  entered  at  a  certain  time  upon  commenced.  We  do  not  say  that  the 
the  right  to  attend  certain  lectures,  and  necessity  of  passing  school-examina- 
thaty  at  certain  subsequent  periods,  he  tions  would  altogether  put  an  end 
was  residing  in  London;  but  whether  to  this  baneful  system;  but  we  are 
he  attended  his  lectures  regularly  or  certain  that  it  would  be  to  it  both  a 
not  is  always  a  matter  of  doubt ;  and  heavy  blow  and  a  great  discourage- 
whether  he  learnt  any  thing  from  ment.  For  the  school-examinations 
them— whether  he  slept  through  them,  the  students  would  seek  the  assistance, 
or  listened  attentively  and  studied  not  of  grinders,  but  of  their  legiti- 
them  at  home — is  never  enquired  mate  teachers,^  who  could  best  and 
into,  although  it  is  obvious  that  this  most  cheaply  instruct  them  in  their 
is  the  only  question  the  answer  own  lectures— the  subjects  on  which 
to  which  would  be  really  important,  exclusively  they  would  be  examined. 
Now  the  whole  system  of  registration  At  present  the  evil  is,  that  a  pupil, 
might  be  safely  dispensed  with,  if  at  having  misspent  a  large  portion  of  his 
fixed  times  during  the  course  of  their  time,  cannot  go  to  his  legitimate 
studies   all  the  medical  pupils  were  teacher  to  ask  him  to  repair  the  loss 
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by  extra  and  daily  instruction ;  and,  definite  idea  that  the  things  would  not 
therefore,  putting  off  to  a  continually  he  given  to  him  to  do,  if  they  were  not 
later  period  the  time  of  study,  at  the  possible  to  be  done,  he  sets  to  work, 
la6thour,andonly  when  it  is  absolutely  and  takes  the  subjects  that  the 
necessary  to  do  something,  does  he  adopt  Worshipful  Society  of  Apothecaries 
an  illegitimate  ^d  useless  mode  of  have  declared  shall  be  learned 
study.  With  repeated  (say  annual)  in  the  first  seven  months ;  namely, 
school-examinations,  this  must  in  great  anatomy,  chemistry,  materia  medica, 
measure  cease ;  or  even  if  they  did  not  and  (as  added  by  the  College  of 
altogether  abolish  such  a  system,  they  Surgeons)  surgery.  The  result  of  the 
would  still  be  greatly  beneficial ;  for,  endeavour  to  study  all  these  is  always 
at  the  least,  they  would  compel  the  bad;  but  what  form  of  mischievousness 
student  to  be  capable  of  passing  exa-  it  will  assume,  depends  much  on  the 
minations  several  times  instead  of  once  particular  disposition  of  the  student. 
in  the  course  of  his  study,  and  would  If  he  be  a  young  man  of  humility,  and 
give  him  by  so  many  times  a  better  distrustful  of  his  powers,  he  soon  finds 
chance  of  learning  something  of  his  himself  utterly  lost ;  instead  of  learning 
profession,  even  in  spite  of  himself.  b1\  he  can  learn  not  one  of  his  subjects : 
Another  evil  that  would  be  remedied  he  has  neither  time  nor  talent  for  the 
by  this  measure  is  that  to  which  we  study  of  one-half  of  what  is  put  before 
lately  alluded  as  rendering  desirable  a  him ;  and  believing  (what  is  very  true) 
system  of  more  intimate  personal  in-  that  it  would  require  the  intellect  of  a 
'struction  of  the  pupils;  namely,  the  well-instructed  old  philosopher  to  do 
difficulty  which  they  find  in  the  earlier  any  thing  creditable  in  four  such  sub- 
part, and  sometimes  even  through  the  jects  within  the  brief  period  of  seven 
whole  course  of  their  education,  in  de-  months,  he  either  gives  up  the  whole 
termining  how  and  to  what  they  matter  in  despair,  and  takes  to  his  amuse- 
shall  give  their  chief  attention.  We  are  ments,  or  (if  he  be  possessedof  more  than 
convinced  that  on  this  the  loss  of  a  ordinary  discernment)  he  siispects  that 
great  amount  of  most  valuable  time  the  curriculum  is  only  intended  to  make 
depends ;  and  that  the  defective  state  an  appearance  of  learning — ^he  drops 
of  knowledge  in  which  many  students  half  his  subjects — ^and,  giving  all  his 
at  last  find  themselves,  depends  on  their  attention  to  those  he  likes  best,  or  thinks 
not  having  studied  aright,  either  in  most  important,  he  leaves  the  remain- 
mode  or  order,  much  more  than  on  any  der  till  he  wants  a  knowledge  of  them 
incapacity  to  learn  what  ought  to  be  for  his  exajninations.  And  this  last  is 
definitely  set  before  them.  At  present,  a  very  wise  course  of  proceeding,  and 
a  pupil  coming  to  London  is  given  to  the  one  which  we  very  generally  re- 
understand,  in  few  words,  that  in  three  commend  students  to  adopt.  A  much 
years'  time  he  must  attend  so  many  more  mischievous  one  is  that  pursued 
.lectures  on  so  many  subjects,  and  so  by  most  of  the  students,  who,  instead 
many  days  hospital  practice,  both  me-  of  this  humility,  possess  a  good  opinion 
dical  and  surgical ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  their  own  powers  of  acquiring  know- 
of  that  time  he  must  pass  two  examina-  ledge.  Such  an  one  is  sure  to  find 
tions,  which  will  include  a  great  num-  reason  for  believing  that  he  makes  pro- 
ber of  subjects  which  have  no  very  gress,  and  satisfactory  progress  too,  in 
evident  connection  with  each  other,  all  his  studies,  and  he  passes  without 
but  which  extend  from  Botany  to  rufiling  himself  through  all  the  intri- 
Practical  Surgery.    Well !  with  an  in-  cacies  and  difficulties  of  the  curricu- 
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lum ;  and  if  hk  progress  were  all  real  under  the  provisions  of  the  met. 8  and  4 

and  sure,  he  would  indeed  be  a  very  Victoria,  c.  29,  to  defray  the  expenaes 

perfect  example  of  what  medical  edu-  incidental  to  the  execution  of  the  said 

cation-systems  seem  to  imagine  medical  act  out  of  any  rates  or  monies  which 

students  to  be :  but  there  is  too  often  may  come  or  may  have  come  into  their 

a  melancholy  end  to  aU  this.    The  hands  icspectively  for  the  relief  of  the 

examination  at  last  comes,  and  with  it,  poor. 

for  tlie  firsts  time,  dissatisfaction  :  the       2.  That  the  vaccination,  or  surgical 

knowledge  is  found  to  be  utterly  super-  or  medical  assistance  incident  to  the 

ficial  and  useless,  and  the  condition  of  vaccination,  of  any  person  resident  in 

him  who  had  studied  every  thing  is  any  Parish  or  Union,  or  of  any  of  his 

inferior  to  that  of  him  who  had  left  family  under  the  said  act,  shall  not  be 

half  his  subjects  tmcared  for.    Now,  considered  to  be  parochial  relief,  alma, 

in   this   respect,    for   all    classes    of  or  charitable  allowance  to  such  per- 

pupils,  but  for  this  last  moi«  espe-  sons ;  and  that  no  such  pers(»is  shall 

daily,  who  constitute  a  very  eonsidera-  by  reason  of  such  vaccination  or  assist- 

ble  number,  the  system  of  frequent  ance  be  deprived  of  any  right  or  privi- 

examination  would  be  most  beneficial,  lege,  or  be  subject  to  any  disability  or 

Against  such  a  system  we  are  not  disqualification  whatever. 

aware  that  any  good  reason  could  be ■ 

urged.    It  may  be  said  to  be  trouble-  MEDICAID  REFORM. 

some ;  but  the  time  is  gone  by  when  

the  trouble  could  be  made  an  excuse        To  the  Editor  if  the  Mtdical  Gmteite. 
for  not  imdertaking  what  would  be  g,,^ 

beneficial.  Onb  at  the  greatest  diificolties  connected 

There  is  indeed  another  objection,  with  the  amiigemeDt  of  medical  reform,  is 

but  it  is  only  apparently  one,  against  ^  coMtituting  an  order  of  practitioners  for 

^,  .         ^  T^  •     xi_  ^  'A  •      1-       J  X  the  sennoe  of  the  middle  classes  of  societv. 

this  system.     It  is  that  it  is  absurd  to  j^  ^„  p^^^^  ^^^  ^  parliamenta^ 

expect  the  av^tige  of  students  to  learn  committee,  tliat  so  far  from  it  being  possible 

even  a  little  of  the  subjects  set  before  *<>  effect  this  object  by  lowering  the  qualifi- 

th«nine.ch,andespeciauyiathefi«t.  sS"thfp::l'i;r:St~p'::;fSr;rj:s; 

season.     This  is  quite  true— it  is  ab-  Uberal  education,  and  moral  principle,  are 

surd :   not  one  student  in  a  hundred  moat  indispensable ;  since  the  opportonitiea 

leams.a  moderate  qu^tity  of  each  of  li'':^„^r:{rof"S:St^ 

his  subjects ;  but  this  is  not  because  of  have  not  the  means  of  obtaining  consultations, 

examinations,  nor  would  the  evil  be  The  richhaye  those  means;  and  the  *' poor" 

increased  by  them.    It  is  the  result  of  •«  ^f^f  P"*y  «!«*  P™?i«.  SS '^'^^j? 

_       ,        ,•!.       i.-i.Ai_  grounds,  due  professional  aid*.  The  proverb 

the  absurd  mode  m  which  the  cumcu-  i.  ^rf,^,  tutisaimtu  ibU**  u  quite  inverted, 

lum  of  education  is  arranged,  and  to  when  we  compare  rank,  with  the  opportunity 

which  we  shall  take  an  early  opportu-  ^  obtaining  adequate  madical  assistance ; 

.       ^   „    ,.  *     MTMT  ^Qj.  ppjctitioncrs,  qualined  as  above  men- 

tunityof  aUuding.  "  tioned.  will  certainly  not  devote  themselves 

-*<-  to  hard  work,  and  low  remuneration,  without 

VACCINATION  AMENDMENT  BILL.  JJ'ST^S^'^^h^^Sj'j^Sr; 

In  this  bill  it  is  proposed  to  enact—  charitable  act. ^ 

1 .  That  it  shall  be  and  be  deemed  to      •  it  is  quite  a  misuketo  suppose  that  the  class 

haye  been  lawful  for  the  Gnanlians  of  S^^SSiSSl"  SMuSISM'SS 

every  Parish  or  Union  in  England  by  ^^^S^iJ^SSi^^^S,^^^!^ 

whom  the  contracts   for  vaccination  (thebest)  medical  assistance  for  hersttf,  or  one  of 


M.-     t    a     -.1,     ^1  ^ «j-    "•'  ftwni'yj  or  that  of  a  half-pay  otleer,  whdae 

ly  respectively  be  or  have  been  made    wife  suffers  flrom  a  prttematond  accouchi 
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Thwe  U  certemly  no  gnmnd,  established  XHE  SHOP  AND  APPRENTICESHIP 
either  on  reason,  oommon  sense,  poHtieal  cvcsTwii/        **^^*^w«AJ^ 

economy,  or  Christian  feeling,  why  the  mid-  SYSTEM, 

die  classes  should  be  thns  treated.     They  are  — 

onr  eonntrymen,  fellow  tax-payers,  persons         7b  ihe  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazeiie. 
of  political  influence,  and  brother-Christians. 
Ilieir  health  and  lives  are  surely  as  valuable  ' 

as  the '*  liberties"  of  the  West  India  negroes;  I  should  feel  infinitely  obliged  by  your 
and  their  preservation  of  as  much  importance  admitting  into  your  valuable  pages  a  few 
to  Grreat  Britain  as  the  emancipation  of  our  observations  upon  a  point  of  medical  reform, 
sable  dependents,  procured  at  the  cost  of  which  seems,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  be 
twenty  millions  oi  money.  Why,  then,  overlooked,  or  only  slightly  glanced  at. 
should  not  the  Interest  of  such  a  sum,  if  I  allude  to  the  conjunction  of  pharmacy 
necessary,  foe  devoted  for  the  former  purpose  ?  with  medical  practice,  and  the  truly  ridi- 
To  be  brief,  I  propose  that  the  United  culous  snd  degrading  custom  of  regulating 
Kingdom  shall  be  mvided  into  districts,  and  dunqges  by  the  amount  of  medicines  supplied, 
placed  under  the  medical  superintendence  of  These  are  the  two  great  and  flagrant  evils 
a  fltaif  composed  of  competent  phjrsicians,  laboured  under  by  general  practitioners,  and 
furgeons,  and  pharmaceutical  chemists,  so  involve  others  of  scarcely  less  importance, 
as  to  afford  a  degree  of  professional  aid  to  In  most  schemes  of  medicki  reform,  the 
the  middle  classes  of  society,  and  take  them  great  demand  is,  a  change  in  our  political 
out  of  the  hands  of  quacks,  nostrum  venders,  condition,  and  a  greater  amount  of  pro- 
ignoramuses,  and  dealers  in  medicine  by  fessional  equality  ;  that  this  would  be  a 
quantity  instead  of  quality.  The  staff  ought  source  of  happinesa  to  some  few  I  readily 
of  course  to  be  constituted,  as  in  the  army,  of  admit,  bat  bdieve  that  the  great  majority 
various  grades  ;  the  jnniors  having  the  most  would  be  far  more  content  with  that  change 
work  and  least  pay,  and  seniors  promoted,  on  in  their  condition  which  should  tend  to  ele- 
ment to  the  more  responsible  stations.  Each  ^ate  them  in  the  public  eye,  and  generate 
,  officer  ought  to  receive  a  salary,  on  a  scale  within  thtAr  bosoms  that  pride  in  their  pro- 
perhaps  like  that  in  the  army,  and  be  strictly  Session  and  brethren  which  is  one  of  the 
superintended  in  the  performance  of  his  most  certain  sources  of  self-esteem. 
duty.  But  to  a  detail  of  the  evils.  In  all  other 
It  is  certainly  not  an  easy  matter  to  pro-  departments  of  civilized  life,  the  division  of 
vide  against  the  abuse  of  measures  calculated  laboor  hp*  kept  pace  with  increasing  civili- 
for  the  pabHc  good;  still,  by  proper  sur*  aation  and  refinement,  but  it  was  reserved 
veillanoe,  under  the  guidance  of  clerical  and  for  the  nineteenth  century  and  enlightened 
other  parochial  officers,  means  might  readily  England  to  continue,  or  rather  introdnee 
be  adopted  to  prevent  any  but  the  really  de-  -the  system,  repudiated  by  thereat  of  Europe, 
■erving  obtafadng  relief,  according  to  the  of  imposing  upon  the  same  individual  the 
system  above  mentioned.  Every  claimant  highly  intellectual  task  of  discriminating 
ought  to  be  required  to  contribute,  according  and  treating  disease  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  his  or  her  ascertained  means,  to  the  aggre-  on  the  other,  of  watching  boiling  pots,  and 
gate  fund,  which  must,  of  course,  be  aided  rubbing  up  pills,  or  exercising  their  taste 
by  a  large  parliamentary  grant.  in  the  selection  of  variously  coloured  papers 

Some  or  your  readers  may,  perhaps,  ob-  with  which  to  cap  their  bottles. 
Jeet  to  the  plan,  on  the  grounds  tiMt  it        The  worst  consequences  of  this  unhappy 

would  not  be  consented  to  by  the  authorities,  conjunction    are     the    shop     system,    die 

Where,  however,  the  principle  is  in  itself  apprsntioeship  system,  and  the  nseleaa  occn- 

rigfat — ^where  tlie  only  objection  is  an  in-  pation  of  time. 

crease  of  taantion,  to  be  home  duefly  by        Hie  shop  system  is  pregnant  with  evil  to 

those  about  to  derive  benefit  from  the  mea-  die  individual,  to  the  profession,  and  the 

sure,   and  where  this  party  is  possessed  of  public. 

great  political  influence— I  do  not  anticipate        The  first  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the 

much  difficulty  as  to  the  plan  being  carried  individual  engaged  in  retail,  is  **  deereaaB 

into  execution,  if  properly  urged.  of  self -estimation."     The  man  who  prae- 

I  am,  sir,  Uses  his  profession  in  this  manner  will  soon 

Your  ofaiedient  servant,  be  convinced,  in  spite  of  any  feelings  with 

A  Pnoraasoa  in  thx  School  or  which  he  may  have  commenced  life,  that  he 

Pbtsic  is  Iabland.  is  but  a  tradesman,  and  regaided  in  such 

Hgfat  by  the  petty  shopkeepers  around. 
....^  For  some  time  he  may  with  |iroper  spirit 

struggle  against  this  humiliating  position, 
and  endeavour  to  maintain  an  air  and 
manner  of  superiority ;  but  what  is  the  am- 
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■maence  ?  Uie  good  peoplSf  finding  thai  he  Iliis  apparent  Gonipanti?e  fbdlity  of  gaining 

■buns  familiarity,  or  declines  the  goasip  in  an  e^tence  is  a  great  and  fatal  encourage- 

which  they  are  disposed  to  indulge  when  ment  to  parenta,  when  debating  upon  tha 

patronizing  his  house  for  a  pennyworth  of  choice  of  a  profession,  to  select  our  own. 

■alts,  at  onoe  proclaim  him  as  a  proud  man,  Oh !    say  they,  why  should  we  make  oar 

and  infest  their  richer  neighbours  with  the  son  a  tradesman  ?    when,   by  a  very  little 

same  notion,  who,  naturally  enough,  shun  additional  outlay  in  premium,  we  can  make 

intercourse  with  one  who  sets  himself  above  a  gentleiAan   of  him,  being  comparatiTeiy 

his  station.      Such,  unfortunately,  is  gene-  ignorant  of  the  subsequent  demands  upon 

rally  our  pecuniary  condition,  that,  finding  their  purse.      He  is  thus  cast  upon  the 

this  independent  and  strictly  correct  con-  world  without  being  able  to  wait,    in  the 

duct  causes  the  loss  of  practice,  we  are  com-  regular  course  of  practice,  for  an  income ; 

pelled  to  bow  the  knee,  and  fall  into  the  in  self-defence  takes  to  retail ;  and  thus  from 

habits  and  customs  which  are  most  agree*  day  to  day  is  the  eril  perpetrated.     It  is  an 

able  to  those  around  ;  use  shortly  begets  a  invidious  proposal  that  intellect  should  be 

■econd  nature,  and  in  due  time  the  educated  kept  down  by  pecuniary  barriers ;  but  surely 

and  scientific  surgeon  may  be  seen  standing  that  is  a  less  evil  than  that  a  whole  profes- 

at  his  shop  door,  with  hands  behind  his  sion  should  be  lowered  in  the  social  scale, 

apron,  cracking  jokes  with 'the  milkmaid,  and  driven  to  all  kinds  of  internal  meanness 

or  hand  in  glove  with  some  neighbouring  and  distension  by  their  rivalries.     'What  ia 

Bonifooe.    What  is  the  deplorable  result?  the  cause  of  those  pitiful   endeavours    to 

In  a  short  time  he  sinks  down  to  the  mere  supplant  one  another,  so  often  displayed  ? 

vegetative  being — eats,  drinks,  and  is  happy.  Superfluity.    Why  is  it  that  men  not  un- 

But  this  degradation  is  not  confined  to  him-  frequently  sacrifice  honour,  conscience,  and 

■elf ;  in  his  ftdl,  he  drags  down  with  him  the  their  patient's  welfare,  to  their  own  aggran- 

whole  profession.      It  is  this  unfortunate  dizement  ?    Why,  from  our  superfluity.     A, 

abuse  which  makes  us  rank  beneath  every  man,  whom  it  was  onoe  my  misfortune  to 

other  profession,  and  induces  young  men  ol  know,  nsed  to  inculcate  such  maxims  as 

spirit  and  gentlemanly  feeling  to  enter  the  these:  "the  times  are  scrambling  ones,  if 

army,   navy,  and  East   India    Company's  you  ever  get  a  good    patient,  strike  it  in 

service,  where,  although  the  remuneration  is  [meaning  the  medicine]  as  much  as  you  can, 

limited,  they  can  possess  the  feeling  of  pride  and  make  the  most  of  him."     There,  sir, 

in  their  occupation  and  associates.  was  a  specimen  of  a  medical  philosopher. 

These,  sir,  are  plain  and  painful  truths.  Again,  our  mutual  iU-wiU,  and  malevo- 
llie  Queen's  commissioner,  the  clerical  and  lent  and  depreciating  observations,  are  pro- 
legal  gowns,  are  universal  passports  to  verbial.  And  is  not  the  public  injured  by 
society.  But,  for  ourselves,  our  profession  snch  proceedings  ?  Undoubtedly ;  the  man, 
b  rather  detrimental ;  we  only  obtain  admis-  whose  mind  is  sll  day  dwelling  upon  drugs, 
sion  through  tolerance  or  individual  respect,  is  surely  not  in  a  condition  to  be  an  improv- 
This  is  not  visionary.  I  would  quote  a  ing  practitioner ;  his  time  is  too  much  occu- 
racent  circnmstanoe  of  medical  exclusion  at  pied  by  considerations  of  profit  and  loss, 
Naples  from  your  own  pages,  and  a  similar  the  price-current  of  drugs,  the  appearance 
affront  which  was  put  some  time  ago  (un-  of  his  shop  window,  and  Uie  brightness  of 
intentionally  it  was  said)  upon  the  medical  his  bottles,  to  give  much  thought  to  the 
offioersof  one  of  the  regiments  of  Foot  Guards  sdenoe  he  professes.  Anxious  as  I  am,  to 
within^  my  own  knowledge.  An  English  see  every  member  of  our  profession  possess 
physician  applied  for  introduction  at  one  of  a  voice  in  the  election,  and  the  chance  of  a 
the  small  German  courts,  and  received  for  seat  in  the  councils  of  its  governing  bodies, 
reply,  that  he  would  be  willingly  permitted  still  I  would  by  no  means  consent  to  such  a 
to  show  himself,  on  condition  that  he  would  change  until  its  lowest  members,  the  present 
drop  the  title  "  Doctor,*'  and  merely  appear  retailers,  had  given  up  their  trade,  and  could 
as  a  private  gentleman.  I  shall  be  told  in  appear  with  proper  dignity  in  such  situations. 
reply,  *'  Thia  b  puerile,  and  unworthy  of  Until  such  be  the  case,  I  am  well  content 
thongfat  by  philosophic  minds;"  but  such  with  those  who  stand  forward  as  our  leaders  ; 
are  few  in  number,  and  those  even  that  men,  whose  birth,  education,  and  connec- 
axist,  are  rarely  above  courting  the  good  tion,  enable  them  to  move  in  the  first  ranks 
opinion  and  respect  of  their  fellow-creatures,  of  society.  The  class  of  physicians,  as  now 
An  important  question,  however,  occurs  constituted,  is  invaluable  m  giving  tone  and 
here :  what  ia  to  become,  in  case  of  any  respectability  to  the  profession.  The  ene- 
peremptoiy  legislative  enactment,  of  those  mies  of  the  College  say,  ''it  is  too  exclu- 
who  now  only  continue  to  attain  a  scanty  sus-  slve ;  it  denies  its  highest  honours  to  almost 
tenanoe  by  means  of  retail  ?  This  is,  indeed,  all  but  University  graduates."  Well,  be  it 
of  conseqnenoe,  and  brings  to  our  view  the  so ;  I  maintain  that  any  one  complying  with 
evila  of  an  over-stocked  medical  market,  its  regulations,  by  giving  himself  a  first-nte 
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•dvofttioD,  more  ftdly  eDtiUei  himidf  to  an  tendance  by  a  oertalii  known  icale  of  ibea, 

eaay  aooeaa  to  its  high  placet,  than  any  one  the  amount  of  which  might  be  detfimined 

who  derotes  himself  excluaively  to  medical  by  the  age  and  profeaaional  standing  of  the 

ponmits ;  indeed,  I  hate  pretty  univeraaUy  practitioner. 

romid  a  man's  professional  information  bear        The  first  fi?e  yean    of  practice  might 

a  direct  ratio  to  his  general  acquirements.  entitle  him  to  half  a  crown  a  Tisit ;   the 

It  Is,  indeed,  laughable  to  hear  tlie  occa-  second  ftve,  to  five  shillings ;  and  all  subse- 

sional  self-sufficient    obserration  of   some  quent  times  to  soTcn.    These  should  be  th» 

medical  parvemu  in  asserting,  that  the  gene-  maximum ;  but,  doubtless,  in  many  cases, 

nl  practitioner  is  a  much  better -informed  charitable   fbdinga  would  induce  him    to 

man  than  the  physician,  because  he  divides  diminish  the  amount.     Although  I    would 

hiis  attention  amongst  a  greater  Tariety  of  most  willingly  see  these  paid  at  the  time,  yet 

aubjects,  whflst  the  former  concentrates  his  I  believe  sudi  would  be  an  extreme  incon- 

upon  one.     Another  evil,  the  very  name  venience  to  the  middle  classes,  when  salaries 

of    which    smells   of  the    trading    source  are  received  at  certain  periodis  of  the  year ; 

whence  it   is  derived,    is  the    system    of  yet,  I  would  have  it  distinctly  understood, 

the  apprenticeship ;  and  this,  too,  is  the  un-  that  the  account  should  be  sent  in  upon 

happy  consequflpce  of  blending  pharmacy  the  termination  of  the  illness,  not  waitin^f 

with  practice.    In  the  most  de^rable  cases,  until  Christmas,  and  then  following  in  the 

the  unfortunate  youth  spends  two  or  three  wake  of  the  bootmaker  or  tailor.     But  it 

years  more  than  necessity  requires  in.  pure  is  not  sufficient  to  wait  until  we  outmIvcs 

dispensing,  which  can  for  all  practical  pur-  or  the  public  adopt  these  measures  spon- 

poses,  be  acquired  as  well  in  twelve  months  taneously ;  they  must  be  made  tiie  subject  of 

as  twelve  years.     Instead  of  being  truly  a  legislative  interference,  otherwise  they  will 

pupil,  and  benefiting  by  his  master's  know-  never  take  place,  for  any  one  attempting 

ledge,  he  is  too  often  taken  only  to  save  the  innovation  is  ref^uded  with  a  very  jmlous 

expense  of  an  assistant,  and  made  a  domes-  eye.    These  are  the  reforms  which  will  be 

tic  drudge.      Is  it  wonderful,  that  such  a  most  efficient  in  brightening  the  prospects 

course  of  discipline  should  stifle  all  just  and  of  the  profession,  and  rendering  the  labour 

gentlemanly  feelings  ?  one   of  greater    sweetness.      I    have   not 

The  last  circumstance  to  which  I  shall  dwelt  hera  upon  the  imprudent  pretensions 

direct  your  attention,  is  the  custom  of  regu-  of  the  chemist ;  for  I  feel  satisfied  tliat,  did 

latiog  charges  by  the  amount  of  medidne  we  give  up  dispensing,  he  would  readily 

supplied.     Of  all  professional  absurdities  it  abandon    so  dangerous   an  occupation    aa 

is  the  worst.    It  leads  in  every  case  to  what  playing  with  the  ^ge-tools  of  medical  pnc- 

has  been  happQy  termed  the  "  drenching  tice.  With  many  apologies  for  my  prolixity, 
system,"  giving  the  unprincipled  practitioner  I  am  sir, 

an  opportunity  of  increasing  his  gains  at  the  Yours  respectfully, 

expense  of  the  patient's  heslth — certainly  of  J.  R.  B. 

his  comfort,  and  depiiving  the  honourable 
one  of  just  remuneration.     It  is,  besides,  a 

fiction  of  so  truly  ludicrous  a  character  to        ON  CONGENITAL  OPACITY  OP 
suppose  or  impress  upon  the  public  mind  THE  CORNEA, 

the  fact,  that  we  daim  recompense  only  for 

drugs  given,  and  not  for  the  exertion  of  ^^^ 

mind  or  manual  skiU,  and  which  has  led  to         j)o  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 
the  vulgar  aphorism   that   we  get  eleven 
pence  halfpenny  out  of  a  shilling.     It  leads  Si*> 

also  to  another  intolerable  annoyance  ;  I  In  your  journal  for  April  30,  Mr.  John 
mean  occasional  requests  that  something  Christie,  of  Glasgow,  has  obliged  your  readers 
should  be  deducted  firom  the  sum  total  of  a  vrith  an  interesting  communication  **  on  oon- 
bill,  as  they  think  the  charges  much  too  genital  opacity  of  the  cornea."  In  the  course 
high,  and  wonder  how  they  could  have  of  that  communication  the  following  slate- 
wanted  so  many  draughts  per  day;  and  ment  occurs: — "Mr.  Mlddlemore,  of  Bir- 
this  request  is,  I  regret  to  say,  not  nn-  mingham,  itwould  appear,  doubts  the  occur- 
fluently  complied  with,  in  order  that  the  rence  of  congenital  opacity  of  the  oomea ; 
practitioner  may  retain  his  patients,  thus  but  the  cases  now  on  record,  although  few 
tacitly  acknowledging  overcharge.  For  all  in  number,  leave  no  question  as  to  the  pos- 
these  great  and  constantly  recurring  annoy-  sibility  of  such  sn  event;  and  the  vendty  of 
ances,  I  believe  the  separation  of  pharmacy  Messn.  Crompton,  Walker,  and  Barton, 
f^m  medicine  would  afford  a  certain  re«  cannot  be  called  in  question,  however  it  may 
medy ;  and  I  cannot  imagine  a  single  valid  run  counter  to  the  preconceived  notions  of 
argument  in  favour  of  its  continuance.  It  Mr.  Middlemore."  As  my  opinions,  on  this 
would  at  once  abolish  shops  and  apprentice-  occasion,  are  great^  misrepresented,  I  can 
ship,  and  compel  us  all. to  regulate  our  at-  only  suppose  that  the  author,  not  *^  ~ 
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leen  my  treatise,  haa  relied,  for  his  informa-  and  the  opinions  and  conclusions  connected 
tion,  on  a  quotation  from,  it,  given  by  Mr.  with  them,  I  have  said,  '*  The  occurrence  of 
Crompton,  of  Manchester,  in  a  former  imm-  .  extensive  opacity  of  the  cornea,  as  an  effect 
ber  of  the  Gazette,  which  is  quite  too  partial  of  purulent  ophthalmia  of  newly-bom  in- 
and  incomplete  to  convey  a  correct  notion  fimts,  appears  to  have  led  Mr.  Parar  into  a 
of  my  views.  In  truth,  I  have  never  doubted  very  curious  blunder.  In  a  pa])er- read 
the  existence  of  congenital  opacity  of  the  before  t)ie  Socirty  for  promoting  Medical 
cornea  (in  fact,  I  have  seen  it  in  several  in-  Knowledge,  he  has  very  singularly  pointed 
stances),  either  as  a  consequence  of  hydroph-  out  as  a  congenital  disease  what  I  conceive 
thalmia,  of  imperfect  development  of  the  to  have  been  a  mere  effect  of  inflammation*.'' 
cornea,  or  as  a  result  of  inflammatory  intra^  Because,  sir,'  I  have  thus  noticed  the  opinions 
uterine  disease.  I  have  never  attempted  to  (after  having  fairly  quoted  them)  of  Mr. 
throw  any  doubt  on  the  "veracity''  of  Messrs.  Farair,  on  the  subject  of  congenital  opacity 
Barton,  Walker,  and  Crompton,  for  I  have  of  the  cornea,  Mr.  Christie  has  affirmed  that 
not  replied,  in  any  public  form,  to  their  I  entertained  preconeeived  notions  on  the 
statements ;  mulch  less  offensively,  or  with  subject  of  that  disease,  and  that  I  have  ab- 
a  view  to  impeach  their  veracity.  I  had  no  solutely  denied  its«existence !  If  the  gentle- 
"  preconceived  notions"  on  the  subject,  but  men  who  have  taken  the  tn0ible  to  associate 
have  merely  arrived  at  a  conclusion  after  a  my  name  with  opinions  I  never  entertained 
candid  and  attentive  investigation  of  evidence,  will  be  so  good  as  to  wait  a  short  time,  they 
Some  years  ago,  when  engaged  in  arranging  willflnd,  in  thenewedition  of  my  book,  now  in 
for  publication  my  treatise  on  Diseases  of  course  of  preparation,  that  I  have  ventured 
the  Eye,  I  met  wiUi  a  statement  in  one  of  to  speak  more  positively  and  definitely  than  I 
the  old  medical  journals  which  much  sur-  hadhithertodone,inregardtothe  cases  related 
prised  me,  and  conceiving  that  the  conclu-  by  Mr.  Fsrar,  and  their  competence  to  sua- 
sions of  the  writer  (which  went  to  the  esta-  tain  the  conclusions  since  founded  on  them, 
bliahment  of  a  somewhat  novel  and  highly  although  I'  have  not  neglected  to  give  every 
important  fact  in  ophthalmic  pathology)  were  attention  to  the  cases  and  arguments  adduced 
-not  borne  out  by  the  cases  on  which  such  in  their  support  by  ihote  whose  knowledge 
conclusions  were  founded,  I  ventured  to  give  has  been  assisted  and  guided  by  the  pub- 
an  opinion  to  that  effect.  I  have  yet  to  learn  lished  experience  of  many  who  have  pre- 
that,  in  adopting  this  proceeding,'  I  have  ceded  them  in  the  course  of  inquiry, 
deviated  from  thb  ordinary  mode--4he  per-  I  am,  sir, 
fecUy  justifiable  method — of  examining  the  Your  obedient  servant, 
opinions  of  preceding  and  contemporary  R.  Middlemorc, 
writers.     In    order    that    my   professional        Surgeon  to  the  Birmingbam  Eye  Infirmary. 

brethren  may  judge  how  far  I  have  merited . . 

the  bland  censures  pronounced  on  me  by 

Messrs.  Crompton  and  Christie,  I  will  con-  COMPOUND  CATHETER. 

nect  with  this  brief  communication  the  state-  — 

ment  of  Mr.  Farar,  and  also  my  published         jo  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 

opinions  thereon,  which  have  given  so  much 

offence  to  those  gallant  protectors  of  his  fame.  ^'*' 

*'  About  nine  years  since  I  was  desired  to  I  recollbct  Dr.   Andrew  Buchanan,  of 

see  a  child  who  was  about  a  month  old,  and  Glasgow,  showing  me,  along  vrittk  some  other 

apparently  blind,  having  the  cornea  of  both  students,  in  1832,  his  compound  catheter, 

eyes  opaque,  so  that  not  the  least  of  the  iris  which  I  have  seen  him  employ  subsequently 

was  to  be  seen.     My  opinion  was,   that  with  considerable  success. 

nothing  could  be  done  in  this  case,  and  that        When  I  read,  in  the  part  of  your  journal 

the  child  would  for  ever  be  blind.     About  for  last  January,  Mr.  Foulkes'  account  of 

three  years  after  anotiwr  child  was  bom  of  his  instrument,  respect  for  an  old  teacher 

the  same  parents,   with   exactly  the  same  caused  me  to  think  of  claiming  priority  of 

mppemaxx.    The  manner  in  which  the  cor-  invention  for  Dr.  B.     His  letter  of  the  15th 

nea  acquired  the  transparency  was,  in  these  of  February,  however,  superseded  the  neces- 

cases,  remarkably  curious.      The  external  sity  of  any  notice  of  the  matter  on  my  part. 

edge  growing  tbin,  soon  after  became  dear  But  on  leading  to-day  Mr.  Foulkes'  second 

and  transparent;  and  after  this  the  whole  communication,  which  appears  in  this  mondily 

Borfiioe  of  the  cornea  brightened  up,  the  part  of  the  Gazbttb,  I  can  neither  refrain 

centre  being  the  last  spot  that  recovered  its  fh>m  publicly  ad&ng,  along  with  **  Suum 

tnuispareb<^."     In  reference  to  these  cases  t; . rrzz 

„_^^^__  ^^^i  posseMmr  an  opaque  conieiu  would  "  for  ever 

■  ' beound."    Neither  would  he  nave  stated  that 

*  See  Medical  Communications,  vol.  ii.  p.  MS.  the  fact  of  an  opadty  of  the  cornea  becoming 

The  readers  df  the  Mao.  Oasbttb  will  not  fsil  to  thin  at  its  circumference,  before  it  dfsappearea 

remark  that  a  surgeon,  poHcssing  much  expe-  at  its  centre,  was  **  remarkably  curious." 
Heuce  in  ophthalmic  diaeasesfwouldscarcely  have        *  See  my  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  thr  Bye, 

fiat  hhnself  at  liberty  to  say  that  a  chikl,  a  month  voL  i.  p.  1 M. 
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Cuiime/^  mj  tetdmony  to  the  origiiudity  of  oovery,  hs  was  unable  to  4»peii1iia  tnovfth,  a 

Dr.  B.'fl  inTentioQ,  nor. from  expresang  my  band  having  fioormed,  by  whidi  the  jaws  were 

sincere  regret  at  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  kept  firmly  appUed  to  eaeh  other.     Unsuc- 

John  Croxton  Poulkes  has  penned  his  last,  oeasfnl  attempts  had  been  made  to  relieve 

letter.     It  ia  a  very  great  pity  that  such  a  this  condition,  by  dividing  the  Constricting 

spirit  as  he  evinces  should  hove  any  existence  band,  but  without  using  means,  at  the  same 

among  the  members  of  our  liberal  profession,  time,  to  force  the  jaws  apart.    Two  portions 

The  injury  which  such  an  animus  does  to  of  bone  had  been  discharged, 

the  advancement  of  medicine  is  incalculable,  On  the  19th  of  Auguat.  1839,  when  an 

not  to  speak  of  its  otherwise  censurable  operation  was  performed:  for  the  purpoee  of 

character.  restoring  the  fuootioiis  of  the  lower  jaw,  the 

If  Mr.  J.  C.  Foulkes  really  did  not  get  a  parts  presented'tbe  following  appearances: 
notion  of  the  iostrument  from  the  itinerant  The  right  cheek  was  full  and  swollen,  the 
*'  catheter-maker,"  I  am  sure  the  readers  skin  and  subcutaaeous  cellular  tissue  supple 
of  the  MxDicAL  Gaeettk  will  agree  with  and  moveable  upon  the '  masseCer  musde, 
me  in  thinking  that  he  would  be  vastly  be-  which  could  be  felt  contracting  under  the 
nefited  from  imitating  the  very  gentlemanly  hand  whenever  he  put  it  in  action.  In  a 
and  courteous  sU^e  of  Dr.  Buchanan.  Be-  state  of  rest  this  muscle  felt  hard  and 
sides  ascribing,  m  a  very  unjastiiiable  man-  tense.  On  the  inside  of  the  cheek,  a  firm 
ner,  motives  to  Dr.  B.,  Mr.  F.  cbargea  him  calloos  band  extended  from  above  the  in* 
with  selfishness  in  not  making  his  invention  tervol  between  the  first  and  second  upper 
known  to  the  profession,  "nie  liberal  and  molar  teeth  on  the  outside,  to  below  the  first 
scientific  character  of  the  Doctor  is  too  well  molar  tooth  Of  the  lower  jaw,  vrith  a  sharp 
known  and  appreciated  to  require  my  pen  unyielding  edge,  that  would  not  perjnit  the 
to  defend  it  from  such  invidious  attacks,  end  of  the  finger  to  be  insinuated  between  it 
His  silence  will  be  attributed  by  every  one  and  the  outer  surface  of  the  teeth.  The  jaw 
acquainted  with  him  to  the  proper  cause —  was  susceptible  of  a  sliding  motion,  showing 
his  peculiar  diffidence  and  unwillingness  to  that  the  right  tempora-maxillary  articulation 
appear  before  the  public,  tn-conolusion  I  was  moveable.  The  upper  dental  areh  stood 
would  remark,  that  the"  compound  catheter*'  a  little  in  advance  of  the  lower,  barely 
has  been  well  known  not  only  in  Glasgow  allowing  the  blade  of  a  table  knife  to  be  in- 
fer the  last  ten  years,  but  throughout  Scotia,  trodnced  between  them.  His  voice  was  very 
whose  sons,  I  trust,  will  always  feel  proud  little  affected.  He  was  able  to  take  solid 
of  their  illustrious  "  fore-runners"  in  medi-  food  by  cutting  it  very  fine,  and  insinuating 
cine,  in  whose  steps  so  many  are  still  tread-  it  between  the  upper  ind  lower  teeth.  Hia 
ing,  and  poshing  onwards  in  the  science  and  general  health  was  pretty  good,  and  he  had 
practice  of  their  profession ;  and  whose  la-  observed  no  change  in  the  condition  of  his 
hours  and  attainments  can  suffer  no  tarnish  jaw  for  a  year  past. 

when  planed  in  comparison  with  that  of  their  Operation. — A  bandage  of  two  fingers'* 

contemporaries    of   whatever     country    or  breadth,  and  sixteen  indhes  in  length,  was 

dime.  insinuated  between   the   upper  and  lower 

Soliciting  an  early  insertion  of  the  above  teeth,  and  the  ends  tied  so  as  to  form  a  loop 

remarks, — I  remain,  sis,  below  the  chin.   One  assistant  held  the  head 

Your  obedient  servant,  firmly,  while  another  acted  on  the  lower  jaw, 

Jo9BPB  Bbll,  Surgeon.  by  means  of  the,  bandage,  bearing  down  so 

Barrhead,  May  6,  1841.  as  to  put  the  band  to  be  divided  as  much  on 

the  stretch  as  possible.    The  fore-finger  of 

cwTU-PT  CTTPPTPAT   PACwc  tho  left  hand  wss  thoi  iuttoduced  uudor  the 

SELECT  SURblCAL.  CASES.  cheek,  and  the  operation  proceeded  with,  care 

Reported  by  Gordon  Buck,  M.D.,  ^  ^"^  ^  «^o'd  «?"*?if  "^  the  middle 

'^  of  the  masseter  musde,  m  order  not  to  m- 

Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Hospital.  ^olve  the  parotid  duct.     Successive  inddons 

[Concluded  from  page  158.]  ^o™  within  outwards,  and  advandng  from 

.  before  backwards,  guided  by  the  sense  of 

».f M     r^x   ,                  J.  w       X4X  *<»uch  alone,  were  made  on  a  level  with  the 

Immohtltty  of  the  tower  jaw;  division  qfthe  i^^^  ^^^^  |^th,  untU  the  finger  arrived  at 

masseter  muscle  of  the  right  side.  ^^  ^^^  tooth ;  lesisting  bands  were  felt  stfll 

John  Bishop,  seaman,   aged  19,  bom  in  farther  book  and  were  divided.     By  repeated 

Georgetown,  D.C.     About  eighteen  months  attempts  with   instruments   that  acted  as 

before  his  admission- to  the  New  York  Hoa-  levers  in  prying  the  teeth  apart,  sufficient 

pital,  he  had  an  attack  of  fever  at  the  south,  space  was  obtained  to  introduce  the  speculum 

during  which  he  was  profusdy  salivated,  and  oris,  which  acted  with  great  effect  In  rup- 

doughing  of  th«  right  cheek  had  occurred,  turing  the  fibres  which  still  bound  the  jaws 

with  loss  of  considerable  portions  of  the  soft  together.     Proceeding   cautiously,   in    this 

porta  from  the  indde  of  the  mouth.     On  re-  manner,  dtemotely  prying  and  dividing  the 
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Rafting  bandi,  the  jawi  were  eepereted  so  band  on  the  Inside  of  the  cheek  exiits  rerf 

n  to  allow  two  fingers  to  be  placed  edgewise  much  in  the  same  condition  as  before  the 

between  the  incisor  teeth.    The  whole  width  operation,  excepting  that  it  does  not  adyanoe 

df  tiie  niasseter  mnacle  was  involved  in  the  as  iar  forward. 

incision,  and  in  some  parts  its  whole  thick-  Ms^  30th. — He  continues  to  enjoy  the 

ness  \  the  knife  grating  as  if  cutting  trough  same  use  of  the  jaw  as  at  the  last  report.    A 

cartilage ;  thehKmorrhagewas  moderate,  and  loose  portion  of  bone  is  felt  opposite  to  the 

lieased  spontaneously.    After  the  operation,  upper  molar  teeth,  and  will  require  to  be 

the  patient  could  himself  open  his  mouth  to  removed. 

the  extent  to  which  the  teeth  had  been  sepa-  „  .              .     -  ..     .          .     ^      ,    -  - 

futed.    A  denuded  bony  surfece  was  felt  on  Smlarffemmi  qftke  Jmrta  m  front  (iftk€ 

the  outside,  a  Kttle  behind  the  last  molar  patella.-^Cwrtd  by  mpturinff  it 

tooth,  and  could  be  traced  upwards  to  a  Thomas  Cranmer,  of  New  Jersey,  a  sei- 

fough  pointed  extremity,  which  was  some-  man,   aged  26,  was  admitted  April  11th, 

what  moveable.  A  wooden  wedge  was  Intro-  with  an  enlargement  of  the  bursa  in  front  of 

duoed  between  the  molar  teeth  of  the  oppo-  the  patella,  caused  by  an  ii^ury  about  ten 

site  side,  and  required  to  be  kept  in  as  much  days  previous.    The  tumor  was  of  a  globular 

Of  the  time  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  bear  form,  and  nearly  half  as  kirge  as  the  patient's 

ft.     Considersble  swelling  and  inflammation  fist. 

succeeded  the  following  day,  and  continued  It  was  seized  firmly  between  the  fingers, 

for  some-  time.    Hie  use  of  the  wedge  wsa  and  pressed  with  great  force,  until  it  burst 

periSfeced  in.  end  discharged  its  contents  into  the  oetlnlar 

Sqitember  9th. — ^He  oovld  chew  all  kinds  tissue  beneath  the  skin.    A  roller  was  then 

of  food,  and  separate  his  teeth  nearly  an  inch  applied,  and  the  limb  kept  at  rest  for  a  few 

apart;  with  the  wedge  they  could  be  sepa-  days.    The  patient  was  discharged  cured  on 

rated  still  farther.   The  wound  on  the  inside  the  Ifitii  of  April. 

of  the  cheek  is  nearly  heated;    there  is  Rsm auks. — ^Tumors  of  this  sort  are  oc- 

evidently  a  tendency  to  a  reproduction  of  oanonally  difficult  to  manage,  and  patients 

the  same  condition,    A  band  is  felt  at  the  will  not  generally  submit  to  Iwve  them  broken 

edge  of  the  masseter  when  the  parts  are  put  by  a  direct  blow.    I  treated  a  case  precisely 

on  the  stretch,  resisting  the  farther  sepsra-  similar  to  the  present,  about  a  year  previous, 

tion  of  the  jaws.     He  is  himielf  sensible  of  by  tapping  and  injecting  it  with  a  solntiQa 

their  contracting.  Introduced  the  speculum,  of  sulphate  of  sine,  as  in  the  operatifln  for 

and  stretched  tlw  parts,  and  then  substituted  hydrocele.     In  a  few  days  after  fh<*  opera- 

a  thicker  wedge,  to  be  kept  in  as  mudi  as  tion,  the  tumor  was  again  distended  with 

possible.  serum  ss  large  as  before,  and  continued  so, 

October  1st. — For  a  few  days  past  the  until  I  finally  treated  it,  as  above  described, 

patient  has  used  the  speculum  several  times  by  pressure  nntU  it  burst,  and  with  instant 

daily,  for  the  purpose  of  stretching  the  parts  and  permanent  success.  The  enlarged  bursn 

which  have  stUl  a  great  tendency  to  contract,  occurring  about  the  wrist,  and  occasionally 

and  it  produced  a  very  good  effect.    By  way  under  the  chin,  are  more  readily  managed  in 

of  experiment,  the  jaws  were  left  to  them-  this  way  than  by  any  other  means, 

selves  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  ft  was  The  other  cases  that  called  for  operations, 

found  that  the  Uiumb  could  soareely  be  in-  all  terminated  suooessfolly  ;  they  present  no 

troduced  edgewise  between  the  teeth*  points  of  special  interest. 

November  6th.— >Since  the  last  report  the 

same  treatment  has  been  continued.    Some  Opium  mkttdwiih  tuperaeetaU  qfiead,  in 

of  the  newly  formed  bands  have  been  divided.  ^9^  ^09€,  npallowtd  wiih  impunity. 

The  patient  has  himself  removed  a  portion  A  seaman  under  treatment  for  a  cariooa 

of  bone,  which  proved  to  be  the  extremity  ulcer,  near  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  was 

of  the  Goracoid  process,  about  three-fovrths  seised  with  slight  erysipeUtous  inflammation 

of  an  inch  in  length ;  he  is  now  employed  around  the  surface  nf  the  sore,  for  which  the 

as  nurse,  and  is  Idft  to  use  the  speculum  at  house-surgeon  prescribed  an  opiate  lotion, 

discretion^  to  be  made  from  tiiirty  grains  of  opium,  and 

March  31st,  1840. — ^For  several  weeks  sixteen  grains  of  sugar  of  lead.     Tlie  patient, 

past  he  has  entirely  discontinued  the  use  of  mistaking  th^  directions,   swallowed  these 

the  speculum,  and  the  parts  have  been  left  substances  in  their  dry  state,  about  8  o'clock 

to  themselves ;  his  condition  is  as  firilows.  in  the  evening  of  Jan.  26tlL  About  midni^t 

Hie  right  cheek  la  much  lessswollen  than  it  he  began  to  feel  unwell,  and  thinVa  y^  threw 

was  before  the  operstion,  and  is  soft  and  up  a  part  of  the  powder ;  but  he  did  not  rest 

supple;  the  masseter  muscle  feds  hard.  The  well  during  the  night;    no  symptoms  of 

fordSnger  can  be  introduced  edgewise  between  narcotism  followed  the  aoddent :  on  the  fol- 

the  inosor  teeth,  and  within  these  limits  he  lowing  morning  he  was  ss  comfortable  as 

has  fines  use  of  the  jaw,  and  perceives  no  usual,  and  unaware  that  anything  had  gone 

lendeney  to  farther  contraction.  The  callous  amiss. 
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U  it  poasible  tbat  the  toperaoetate  of  lead,  Hippoorates  (for  their  worke  were  conftranded 

which  is  known  to  precipitate  the  eztractiTe  tofpotiier)  oompoied  by  Arabic  phymcianSf 

matter  of  vegetable  infoaioiis,  could  in  this  (iochastheten  books  of  practical^aiidtenbodki 

case   hate  had  any  effect  as  an  antidote?  of  theoretical  medicine  of  Isaac  Iiradita), 

The  opium  was  good,  and  the  patient  had  not  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  Univer<> 

been  in  the  habit  of  using  this  substance.  aity  of  Saleftium  towards  the  end  of  the  llth 

An  instance  somewhat  similar  happened  century,  chiefly  by  Constandne  tiie  African, 
in  the  New  York  Hospital  in  the  summer  of  Theophilus  was  a  Greek  physician  in  the  rsign 
1837.  A  patient  swallowed,  by  mistake,  a  of  the  Emperor  HerusUils,  by  whom  likewise 
drachm  of  opium  mixed  with  a  scruple  of  the  treatise  ascribed  to  Philar^swaswritten; 
the  tuperacetate  of  lead.  Hie  accident  was  and  the  work  of  Nicholaus  was  a  productioo 
disooveivd  in  abont  half  an  hour :  an  emetic  of  the  school  of  Salemum  towards  the  dose 
was  administered,  and  no  aerioos  conse-  ofthe  1 2th  century,  which  long  enjoyed  a  dia« 
quencea  ensued.  tinguished  reputation.— /)r.  Peaeoek't  Oft« 
tmvationa  on  the  Siatuiei  qf  tke  Unwenit^ 

ANCIENT  MEDICAL  STUDIES  AT  ^^'^^'^^'        ^^ 

CAMBRIDGE.  " 

Thb  ancient  statute  (StaL  Ant.  119.)  pre-  ANATOMICAL  MODELS. 

scribing  the  course  of  medical  studies  and  Tbb  Society  of  Arts,  at  their  meeting  oil 

exercises  in  this  university,  presents  a  very  Wednesday  evening  last,  voted  their  Gold 

singular  picture  of  the  state    of   medicid  Iiis  Medal  to  Mr.  Simpson,  suigeon  to  the 

knowledge  in  those  days.     It  made  it  gene-  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  fbr  the 

rally  necessary  for '  a  student  to  have  gra-  application  of  papier  mdch^  to  the  maVrng 

duated  and  read  in  arts,  and  to  have  subse-  of  anatomical  figures,  and  models  of  morbid 

qnently,  daring  a  period  of  five  years,  heard  anatomy.      Mr.  Simpson,  some  years  ago, 

once  in  the  schools  of  bis  faculty,  the  book  turned  his  attention  to  the  constructing  of 

of  Johannicius  Philaretus  de  puleibut,  Theo-  anatomical  models,  in  consequence  of  the 

pbilus    de    ttrinie,     the     Antidotarium    of  difficulty  and  expense  at  that  time  attendant 

Nicholaus,  with  some  one  of  the  books  of  on  procuring  subjects  for  dissection.    The 

Isaac  (Israelita),  whether  de  urhUtt  de  fe^  materials  in    general    use    for    anatomical 

brilfut,  de  dieth  pariicularibuaf  or  de  via'  models  were  wax  or  plaster,  of  which  the 

tieo:  he  was  required  also  to  have  heard  former  was  found  to  be  too  expensive  to 

twice  the  works  of  Galen,  with  their  glosses  come  within  the  means  of  lecturers,  and 

or  comments  (known  only  by  their  Latin  students  in  general ;  and  was  too  delicate  to 

translations  from  the  Arabic,  as  the  works  of  b&handled  in  the  lecture-room  without  incur* 

Tegnus   Galienus),  including  his    book   of  ring  the  chance  of  considerable  damage.    The 

prognoetict,  of  aphorisnu,  and  de  reffimine  plaster  of  Paris  models  were  alsoobjectionable, 

acutdrum ;  it  was  further  required  that  he  on  account  of  their  great  weight  and  brittle- 

himself  should  read  curaorie,  within  not  leas  ness.     Hie  material  which  he  nses  is  paper 

ihan  three  years  of  his  readings  in  arts,  (Stat,  worked  into  moulds  taken  from  diseee&ms : 

Ant.  90)  at  least  one  book  on  the  theory  this  produces  a  model  of  extreme  lightness, 

and  another  on  the  practioe  of  medicine ;  and  so  hard  that  it  may  be  fredy  handled 

that  he  should  have  both  opposed  and  re-  without  danger  of  damage.    The  external 

sponded  in  the  schools  of  his  faculty,  and  surface  is  painted  in  oil-colour,  representing 

should  havs  practised  at  least  during  one  the  appearance  of  the  dissection, 
year :  he  was  tiien  admitted  to  his  degree        The  right  aide  of  the  figure  which  Mr. 

after  the  usual  depotition  and  forma.  Simpson  exhibited  to  the  Sodety  represents 

It  is  added,  as  an  additional  provision  to  the  superficial  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  sad 

the  same  statute,  that  no  one  shall  be  admitted  muscles ;  the  left  side  shows  the  second  and 

ad  ineipiendum  in  medicind,  unless  he  had  third  layers  of  muscln,  the  deep-seated  ves- 

Sractised  medicioe  at  least  two  years,  a  coo*  sets,  and  more  particulariy  those  parts  con- 
ition  apparently  inconsistent  with  that  eerned  in  surgical  operations, 
which  is  contained  in  the  body  of  the  statute.  The  intemd  parts  are  removeable,  so  as  to 
though  it  is  very  possible  one  might  refer  that  exhibit  the  natural  arrangement  of  the 
tothe  degree  ofbachelor,and  the  other  to  that  thorade  and  abdominal  viscera,  the  brafai 
of  doctor  in  medicine.  If  a  person  had  not  and  its  membranes,  the  spinal  marrow, 
exercised  the  functions  of  a  regent  in  arts,    tongue,  &c. 

he  was  reouired  to  have  attended  the  sdiools  Mr.  Simpson  having  oonodved  that  his 
of  arts  and  philosophy,  at  least  during  aeven  invention  would  be  particularly  servicesble 
years,  and  afterwards  dnrh^g  five  years  in  for  the  study  of  anatomy  in  warm  dimatss, 
the  schools  of  medicine.  where  wax  models  caiftiot  be  used,  nor  the 

The  books  which  formed  the  subjects  of  natnral  sub^jeet  be  oonvenientlT  dissscted,  he 
medical  study  were  chiefly  translations  from  submitted  some  spedmens  to  the  Honoursble 
the  Arabic   compilations  from  Galen  mod    East  India  Company,  who  some  time  sines 
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pUTidiMad  t(Mf-  of  hii  flgnrU,  wbich  wen 
tent  to  TDiioiu  aeCUeiuciiU  in  India,  for  the 
on  of  tb«  Enropeui  Eurgeom,  u  bIm>  Tor 
the  inatiuctioa  of  the  native  surgeon,  who 
were  uniitaAts  in  the  Conipwiy'i  Milit«ry 
Uospitak  ; .  the  rdigion  of  the  Utter  prohi- 
biting their  itudfing  from  i" 
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Friday,  May  7, 
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_  WintLngton.-John 
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LECTURES  oreso  neariy  alike,  that  we  find  it  somewhat 

^y,^_  puxzling  to  determine  with  which  of  the 

Biflten  we  are  conyersing ;  hut  usually  there 
PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP      is  some  mark  or  other  by  which  the  indi- 
PHYSIC  Tidual  may  be  identified. 

'  Of    these  essentially    nervous    diseases, 

Delivered  at  King's  College,  London,         **«««  ««  several  in  which  the  most  promi- 
nent and  obrious  of  the  phenomena  relate  to 
By  Dr.  Watson.  the  muscular  system ;  irregular,  and  vio- 

^___^  lent,  and  involuntary  contractions  occurring 

in  muscles  which,   in  the  healthy  state  of 
LscTURB  XXXY.  the  body,  are  subject  to  the  control  of  the 

'd^Um  and  Acirrtnc*  ./  the  parox.  dUwrfenbdongn^  to  thiah««dt-of  <«/««», 
ym, ,  ptriod,  <tf  Hfe  J  which  they  ^^'Z^^^  ^^^v^  '"i™"^ 
.v,^.....^.  t^^.Mj,L ^A Jit:.^^*.    n.      beiiig affected  with  tonic  spasm;  while  the 

^'  than  what  is  a  Consequence  of  that  spasm, 

Ths  great  functions  of  the  brain  are  sensa-  pain  I  mean  in  the  muscles  themselves  ;  and 

tion,  thought,  and  voluntary  motion.     Hie  the  intellectual  functions  continue  undis- 

influence  of  the  will  is  a  cerebral  influence :  tnrbed : — and  of  hydrophohia,  in  which  the 

it  reaches  and  acts  upon  the  muscles  through  natural  sensibility  suffers  much,  and  the 

the  interpoaitionofthe  spinal  cord.  Motions  mental  functions  some  derangement;  yet 

that  are  involuntary  belong  more  ezdu-  still  the  characteristie  features  of  the  malaidy 

flively  to  the    system  of   &  true  spinal  depend  upon  the  irregular  and  uncontrollable 
marrow.      Yet  cerebral    changes,    morbid  •  action  of  voluntary  musdes. 

states  of  the  brain,  may  excite  Siem.  The  disease  which  I  am  next  to  consider 

I  have  shewn  you  that  all  these  Amotions  is  scarcely  less  terrible  to  witness,  when  it 

are  liable,  under  disease,  to  be  separately  occurs  in  its  severer  forms,  than  tetanus  or 

■fleeted,  and  each  in  various  ways  and  de-  hydrophobia ;   but  it  is  not  attended  with 

grees.    The  number  of  combinations  capa-  the  same  urgent  and  immediate  peril  to  life, 

ble  of  arising  out  of  disordered  conditions  Yet  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  productive  of  even 

of  two,  or  three,  or  all  of  these  functions,  is  more  distress  and  misery ;  and  is  liable  to 

very  great.    Yet  the  symptoms  proper  to  terminate  in  worse  than  death.    You  will 

the  nervous  system  do  arrange  themselves  understand  that  I  am  alluding  to  Spilepey : 

into  groups  sufficiently  definite  and  con-  a  disease  not  painftil  probably  in  itself;  sel- 

atant  to  allow  of  our  giving  them  distino-  dom  immediately  fatal ;  often  recovered  from 

ttve  names,  and  making  than  separate  ob-  altogether ;  yet  apt,  in  many  cases,  to  end  in 

jects  of  enquiry.  fisituity  or  insanity ;  and  carrying  perpetual 

At  the  same  time,  as  might  indeed  be  ex-  anxiety  and  dismay  into  those  families  which 

pected,  these  several  groups  have  strong  it  has  onoe  visited. 

reeemblances  to  each  c^er.    lliey  are  ob-  The  leading  symptoms  of  epilepsy  are,  a 

viously  of  the  same  ftmily :   "  filcies  non  temporary  suspension  of  consciousness,  with 

omnibus  una,  Nee  diversa  tamen ;  qualis  de-  clonic  spasm ;  recurring  at  intervals. 

bet  esse  soromm :"  occasionally  the  features  It  is  impossible  to  fiame  a  perfect  definu 

703.— XXVIII.  Y 
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Hon  of  epilepsy :  nay,  so  yarious  are  its  The  muscular  convulsions  are  strong,  irre- 
forms,  so  numerous  its  modificationsi  that  gular,  and  often  universal.  In  many  of  the 
no  general  description  even  of  it  can  be  given,  fits  of  which  I  have  happened  to  see  the  codi> 
It  will  be  necessary  for  me  therefore  here  mencement,  the  first  effect  of  the  spasm  has 
(as  it  has  been  before)  to  describe  first  the  been  a  twisting  of  the  neck,  the  chin  beings 
most  ordinary  type  of  the  disease,  as  a  raised,  and  brought  round  by  a  succession  of 
standard  ;  and  then  to  note  the  several  jerks,  towards  one  shoulder :  and  one  side  of 
variations  from  that  standard  which  are  the  body  is  usually,  I  think,  more  strongly- 
known  to  occur  in  practice.  agitated  than  the  other.     The  fe&tures  are  al- 

A  man,  then,  in  the  apparent  enjoyment  ways  greatly  distorted.     The  brows  are  knit ; 

of  perfect  health,  shall  suddenly  utter  a  loud  the  eyes  sometimes  quiver  and  roll  about, 

cry,  and  fedl  instantly  to  the  ground,  sense-  sometimes  arefixed  and  staring,  sometimes  are 

less  and  convulsed.     He  struggles  violently,  turned  up  beneath  the  lids,  so  that  the  cornea 

His  breathing  is  embarrassed  or  suspended  ;  cannot  be  seen,  and  the  white  sclerotica  alone 

his  face  turgid  and  livid ;  he  foams  at  the  is  visible ;  the  mouth  is  twisted  awry ;  the 

mouth ;  a  choaking  sound  is  heard  in  his  tongue,  thrust  between  the  teeth,  and  caught 

wind-pipe  ;  he  appears  to  be  at  the  point  of  by  the  violent  closure  of  the  jaws,  is  bitten, 

death  by  apncca :  but  presently,  and  by  de-  often  severely  ;  and  the  foam  which  issues 

grees,  these  alarming  phenomena  diminish,  from  the  mouth  is  reddened  by  blood.     The 

and  at  length   cease;    the   patient  is  left  handsarefirmly  clenched,  and  the  thumbs  bent 

exhausted,   heavy,   stupid,   comatose:   but  inwards  upon  the  palms  :  the  arms  are  thrown 

his  life  is  no  longer  threatened.     And  in  a  about,  striking  the  chest  of  the  patient  with 

short  time  he  is  once  more  to  all  appear-  great  force,  or  bruising  themselves  against 

ance  perfectly  well.      The    same   train  of  surrounding  objects,  or  inflicting  hard  knocks 

morbid  phenomena  recur,  however,   again  upon  the  friends  and  neighbours  who  have 

and  again,  at  different,  and  mostly  at  irre-  hastened  to  the  patient's  assistance.     It  fre- 

gular  intervals. — ^This  is  a  brief  description  quently  happens  that  the  urine  and  ezcre- 

of  the  most  ordinary  form  of  epilepsy.  ment  are  expelled  during  the  violence  of  the 

The  suddenness  of  the  attack  is  remarks-  spasm  :  and  seminal  emission  sometimes 
ble  :  in  an  instant,  when  it  is  least  expected  takes  place.  The  spasmodic  contraction  of 
by  himself  or  by  those  around  him,  in  the  the  muscles  is  occasionally  so  powerful  as  to 
middle  of  a  sentence,  or  of  a  gesture,  the  dislocate  the  bones  to  which  they  are  at- 
change  takes  place ;  and  the  miserable  suf-  tached  :  the  joints  of  the  jaw,  and  of  the 
ferer  is  stretched  foaming,  struggling,  and  shoulder,  have  been  thus  put  out ;  and  the 
insensible  upon  the  earth.  Tbis  fearful  teeth  are  sometimes  fractured, 
suddenness  is  expressed  in  the  name  Of  the  When  the  convulsive  paroxysm  is  over, 
disease,  iviXr/f^ia,  a  seizure,  an  abrupt  inva-  the  patient  falls  into  a  deep  sleep.  You 
■ion.  The  ancients,  among  whom  the  com-  might  imagine  that  he  slept  from  exhaustion, 
plaint  was  well  known,  superstitiously  like  a  man  worn  out  by  great  fatigue  :  but 
ascribed  it  to  the  malice  of  demons,  or  the  there  is  something  more  than  this ;  the  pa- 
anger  of  their  offended  deities.  If  a  person  tient  passes  into  a  state  of  imperfect  coma, 
was  seized  with  epilepsy  in  the  forum,  it  was  or  rather  the  insensibility  continues  after 
considered  an  ill-omen,  and  the  meeting  was  the  convulsions  have  erased.  When  he 
at  once  dissolved,  and  all  public  business  sus-  wakes  he  is  often  confused  and  incoherent 
pended  for  that  day :  hence  the  disease  was  for  a  time ;  by  degrees,  however,  he  re- 
called morbfu  eomidalia.  Morbus  qui  tpu-  sumes  his  ordinary  appearance  and  condi- 
iatur  was  another  of  its  names,  because  those  tion  :  but  he  remembers  nothing  of  what 
present  were  accustomed  to  spit  upon  the  passed  during  the  fit. 
epileptic  man,  or  into  their  own  bosoms ;  You  may  suppose  that  so  mudi  irregular 
either  to  express  their  abomination,  or  to  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion 
avert  the  evil  omen  from  themselves.  In  is  not  likely  to  occur  without  some  derange- 
this  country  its  common  designation  is  the  ment  or  modification  of  the  functions  of  the 
falling  sickness :  or,  more  vaguely, ^f«.  The  circulation.  The  breathing  is  irregular,  gasp- 
cry  which  is  frequently,  though  by  no  means  ing,  or  arrested.  The  heart  palpitates  violently 
always,  uttered,  is  generally  a  piercing  and  against  the  ribs  during  the  paroxysm ;  the 
terrifying  scream.  Women  have  often  been  pulse  becomes  frequent  and  feeble  ;  and 
thrown  into  hysterics  upon  hearing  it ;  sometimes  it  ceases  to  be  tangible  at  the 
it  is  even  said  to  have  caused  pregnant  wrist  during  the  height  of  the  fit,  and  begins 
females  to  miscany  :  even  the  lower  animals  to  be  felt  again  as  the  spasms  subside.  The 
seem  to  be  sometimes  startled  and  alarmed  turgescence  of  the  face  indicates  obstruction 
by  a  note  so  harsh  and  unnatural.  Dr.  of  the  venous  circulation ;  the  cheeks  and 
Cheyne  informs  us  that,  upon  one  occasion,  lips  become  purplish  and  livid,  and  the 
'*  a  parrot,  himself  no  mean  performer  in  dis-  veins  of  the  neck  and  forehead  are  visibly 
cords,  dropt  from  his  perch  seemingly  distended, 
frightened  to  death  bytbe  appalling  sound.  "  This  then  is  one  form,  the  most  severe 
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and  the  most  common  aa  well  as  the  best  lomm  conYuUio,  cum  sopore."  Dr.  Cop- 
marked  form,  in  which  an  epileptic  attack  land  famishes  a  larger  and  more  compre- 
occurs.  hensive  definition.     *'  Sadden  loss  of  sen^ 

But  there  is  a  large  class  of  cases,  in  sation  and  consdousness,   with  spasmodic 

which  the  symptoms  are  much  more  mild,  contraction     of     the    Yoluntary    muscles 

There  is  very  slight  and  transient,  or  even  quickly    passing    into    violent    convulsive 

no  oonvukion  at  all ;  no  turgescence  of  the  distortions,  attended  and  followed  by  sopor, 

face ;    no  foaming  at  the  mouth ;    no  cry :  recurring    in    paroxysms     often    more    or 

but  a  sudden  suspension  of  consciousness,  a  less  regular.'' 

short  period  of  insensibility,  a  fixed  gaze,        But  almost  every  one  of  these  circum* 

a  totter  perhaps,  a  look  of  confusion  ;  but  stances  may,  in  its  turn,  be  wanting.     There 

the  patient  does  not  fall.     This  is  momen-  may  be  no  convulsion ;  there  may  even  be 

tary ;  consciousness  presently  returns ;  the  very   slight  and   transient    interruption  of 

patient  resumes  the  action  in  which  he  had  xwnsciousness ;  there  may  be  no  subsequent 

been  previously  engaged,  and  is  not  always  coma  or  sopor ;  there  may  be  no  recurrence 

aware  that  it  has  been  interrupted.     Some-  of  the  attack. 

times,  with  this  temporary  abeyance  of  the        Yet  I  trust  that  you  now  have  obtained 

mental  functions,  there  is  some  slight  evi-  some    general    notion    of   what  is    meant 

dence  of  convukion  or  involuntary  action ;  by  an  epileptic  .seizure.     And  I  go  on  to 

the  fingers  of  one  hand,  or  less  commonly  of  enquire  into  several  most  important  points 

both,  are  moved  irregularly,  and  without  any  connected  with  the  paroxysms, 
object ;  or  the  eyes  roll  or  are  turned  up-        In  the  first  place,  they  vary  considerably 

wards  ;    or  the  muscles  of   the  face  are  in  duration.     Sometimes,  as  I  have  already 

twitched.     Sometimes  the  patient  is  himself  stated,  the  seizure  is  slight,  and  does  not 

aware  of  what  has  been  his  condition,  but  occupy  more  than  a  moment  or  two  of  time, 

shews  some    cunning  in  endeavouring  to  But  even  the  severer  attacks  are  often  over  in 

conceal  it.  a  few  minutes.     They  seldom  continue  longer 

This  slighter  attack  is  called  by  the  French  than  half  an  hour ;  and  probably  the  average 

petit  mat ;  while  the  severer  form  is  named  duration    may  safely  be    laid  at  between 

grand  mal.    The  former  is  spoken  of  also  five  and  ten   minutes.      Attacks  that  are 

as  epileptic  vertigo^  and  distinguished  by  spread  over  three,   or  four,  or  more  hours, 

that  appellation  from  the  epileptic  fit,  generally  consist  of  a  succession  of  parox- 

Of  afTections  so  different  in  di^ppse,  and  yams,  with  indistinct  intervals  of  comatose 

in  some  respects  so  disw'milar  in  kind,  you  exhaustion.      In    the    long-continued  fits, 

may  be  disposed  to  ask  wbeHhet  they  really  or  in  the  protracted  succession  of  fits,  the 

constitute    the  same   disease.      That  they  patient  often  dies. 

are  essendally  «i  the  same^  stamp,  we  have  The  periods  at  which  the  paroxysms 
this  evidcDoe ;  that  both  forms  of  attack  return  are  also  extremely  variable,  Oooie 
oceur  in  the  same  individuals.  Sometimes  sionally  the  patient  dies  in  the  first  parox- 
«  patient  will  suffer  many  recurrences  of  ysm;  occasionally,  though  he  recovers 
the  epileptic  vertigo,  and  at  length  wUl  from  it,  he  never  has  another.  Both  of 
become  affected  with  violent  epileptic,  fits,  these  occurrences  are  rare.  Rather  more 
Or  the  two  forms  will  intermingle,  some-  frequently  the  fits  occur  at  very  long  inter- 
times  the  milder  happening,  sometimes  the  vals  ;  at  the  distance  I  mean  of  many  years, 
severer.  In  such  cases  we  cannot  doubt  that  Most  commonly  of  all  they  revisit  thd 
the  attacks  are  the  same  in  nature,  though  sufferer  at  irregular  periods  of  a  few  months 
different  in  form  and  degree.  And  when  or  weeks :  sometimes  they  are  repeated  at 
(as  sometimes  happens)  we  meet  with  the  intervals  of  a  few  days :  sometimes  every 
slighter  disease  alone,  we  cannot  refuse  day,  or  every  night:  and  not  very  unfre- 
to  assign  to  it  the  character  and  the  name  quently  they  take  place  many  times  in  the 
of  eptlepay.  24    hours.      This    extreme    frequency    of 

Between  the  two  extremes,  there  are  repetition  belongs  principally  to  the  slighter 
many  links  of  gradation.  Sometimes  the  imperfect  seizure;  the  petit  nuU,  Some- 
sufferer  sinks  or  slides  down  quietly,  and  times  the  fits  observe  a  strictly  regular 
without  noise,  is  pale,  is  not  convulsed  period  of  return ;  but,  for  the  most  part, 
at  all,  but  insensible ;  much  like  one  in  a  they  are  quite  uncertain  and  irregular, 
state  of  syncope.  After  recovering  he  The  time  qf  life  at  which  the  fits  com- 
remains  sick,  languid,  and  confused,  during  mence,  and  the  circumstances  attending 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  their  commencement,  are  deserving  of  no- 

You  will  perceive  from  what  I  have  now  tice.  They  not  uncommonly  begin  in  in- 
said,  the  difficulty  of  giving  any  single  fancy.  Those  fits  of  convulsion  to  which 
description  of  epilepsy,  which  will  include  young  children  are  subject  during  the  first 
all  its  varieties.  It  is  of  coursti  still  more  dentition,  and  which  sometimes  appear  to 
difficult  to  offer  a  strict  definition  of  the  depend  upon  the  irritation  of  teething,  and 
disease.    Cullen  defines  it  to  be  '*  muscu-  sometimes  upon  manifest  disorder  of  ito<* 
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nacb  and  bowels— these  fits  are  not  the  diaeaae  thej  frequently  an  confined  to 
distinguiahable  in  their  phsnomena  from  the  night:  they  are  said  diiefly  to  occur 
genuine  epilepsy;  and  we  roust  reckon  them  at  the  moment  when  the  patient  is  sinking 
as  instances  of  epilepsy.  It  has  been  remarked  into  sleep,  or  awaking  from  sleep.  How 
by  some  one,  that  if  you  can  trace  the  early  far  this  is  true  I  cannot  teQ.  When  the 
history  of  an  adult  epileptic,  you  will  almost  disease  is  yielding,  the  fits  often  happen  in 
always  find  that  he  or  StM  suffered  infantile  the  night  only ;  so  that  alter  they  have* 
convnlsions.  To  what  extent  this  is  true  I  for  a  certain  period,  taken  place  in  the  day- 
do  not  know,  but  I  recommend  it  to  you,  time,  or  during  the  day  and  night  indui- 
as  a  point  worth  attending  to  in  your  future  criminately,  it  is  reckoned  a  good  prognoa- 
opportunities  of  observation.  tic  sign  if  they  begin  to  restrict  themiMBlTes 

The  epileptic  attack  may  come  on,  for  to  the  night.     Some  patients,  under  these 

the  first  time,  at  any  age.     According  to  rircumstanoes,  suppose  that  the  physician 

Dr.  Bright  (whose  account  of  the  disease,  has  partLcolar  remedies  that  wiU  make  the 

though  short,  is  particularly  perspicuous),  fits  happen  in  the  night  rather  than  in  the 

the  most  common  periods  are  about  the  day  ;  and  they  ask  for  these  remedies, 
age  of  seren  or  eight  years,  probably  about        Sometimes  each  paroxysm  arrives  nnan* 

the  time  of  the  second  dentition ;  and  from  nounced  and  unexpected ;  sometimes  distinct 

fourteen  to  sixteen,  shortly  before  the  age  ffiominge  of  its  approach  arc  given.    The 

of  puberty.     And  the  disease  (he  says)  is  latter    is   less  frequent    than  the  former, 

very  apt  to  occur  for  a  few  years  subse-  Georget  affirms  that  premonitory  symptoms 

quently  to  this.     But  sometimes  the  first  do  not  occur  more  than  four  or  five  times  in 

fit    has  taken  place    between  the  ages  of  100  cases.      I  am  sure  that  this  is  much 

thirty  and  forty ;  in  not  a  few  cases,  after  understated.    When  warning  symptoms  do 

sixty  ;  and  occasionally  quite  in  the  dailine  happen,  they  are  scHnetimes  spread  over  ■ 

of  life.  considerable  period;    several  hours,   or  a 

Dr.  Bright  offers  a  little  piece  of  theory  whole  day  :  sometimes  they  just  last  long 
in  respect  to  the  periods  at  which  epilepsy  is  enough  to  enable  the  patient  to  remove  from 
apt  to  begin.  It  is  a  reasonable  piece  of  a  situation  in  whidi  a  fall  would  be  attended 
theory,  and  serves  to  tie  the  alleged  facts  to  with  unusual  danger ;  to  dismount  from 
one's  memory,  even  if  it  be  not  yet  proved  horseback,  to  lie  down  in  a  boat,  to  get 
to  be  true.  Doubtless  in  many  cases  the  away  from  the  fire-place,  from  the  edge  of 
circumstances  that  determine  the  first  attack  a  precipice,  from  the  vicinity  of  water,  to 
are  quite  accidental.  But  setting  aside  these  assume  the  horixontal  position  of  his  own 
casualties,  he  says,  "  there  are  leading  pe-  free  will  and  in  his  own  manner,  or  to  give 
nods  in  the  evolution  of  the  frame,  and  pe-  notice  to  those  about  him  of  what  is  going 
culiar  circumstances  connected  with  certain  to  befall  him.  In  some  cases  the  warning  ia 
periods,  which  may  well  be  considered  as  too  ^ort  and  sudden  even  for  this.  The 
influential  in  the  production  of  the  disease,  kind  (ff  notice  that  he  receives  is  very  va- 
in infancy,  the  nervous  system  is  delicate,  riable  indeed.  Often  it  consists  in  some 
and  easily  acted  upon  by  various  causes  of  unnatural  state  of  the  mind,  the  feelings, 
irritation.  Then  follows  the  trying  period  the  temper;  the  patient  is  fidgety,  irritn- 
of  teething.  In  a  few  years,  the  second  den-  ble,  low-spirited,  timid,  sullen;  or,  on  the 
tition  occurs.  In  a  few  years  later,  all  the  other  hand,  he  feels  unusually  strong,  and 
great  changes  connected  with  the  age  of  pu-  hearty,  and  cheerful.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
berty.  To  this  follow  the  excesses  and  ex-  notable  change  in  some  one  or  mora  of  the 
posures  of  manhood  :  and,  after  the  lapse  of  natural  functions,  or  of  the  bodily  sensa- 
years,  the  vigour  of  the  system  fails,  and  tions ;  the  patient  loses  his  appetite,  or  his 
many  causes  act  to  derange  the  nice  balance  appetite  beoomes  voracious ;  a  great  flow  of 
of  the  constitution ;  the  bowels  often  become  urine  takes  place ;  he  smells  an  ill  smell,  is 
sluggii^ ;  dMuges  more  or  less  serious  take  aware  of  a  strange  taste,  hears  extraordinary 
place  in  the  structure  of  the  arterial  and  noises,  or  sees  spectral  illusions ;  not  mere 
venous  system;  and  many  causes,  organic  specks  floating  before  him — muscie  voli- 
or  functional,  which  had  before  been  unable  tantes — ^but  d^nct  forms  of  persons  and 
to  exert  an  influence  on  the  vigorous  frame,  things,  lliis  is  not  very  common,  but  it 
acquire  power  from  its  reUitive  weakness.''  certainly  happens.    The  late  Dr.  Giegory, 

lite  first  accession  of  the  disesse  takes  of  Edinburgh,  was  assured  by  a  patient  of 

nlaoe  more  commonly  before  than  after  pu-  undoubted  veracity,  that  always  when  he  had 

berty.    Of  66  epileptic  women,  in  w^om  a  fit  of  epilepsy  approaching,  he  fancied  that 

the  outset  of  that  disease  and  the  first  period  he  could  see  a  little  old  woman  hi  a  red 

of  menstruation  were  carefully  noted,  38  had  cloak,  who  came  up  to  him,  and  struck  him 

epileptic  fits  before,  and  28  not  till  alter  a  blow  on  the  head,  and  then  he  imme- 

tlMt  period.  diatdy  lost  sU  reooUection,  and  feU  down. 

The  attacks  are  very  apt  to  come  on        Headache,  and  giddiness,  and  dimness  of 

during  the  night ;  in  the  commenoement  of  vision»  are  all  of  them  common  symptoms 
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vmong  those  which  have  been  obsenred  to  against  a  threatened  paroxysm,  by  biting 

be  precorsory  of  epilep^.     Sometimes  there  his  tongue. 

are  drcnmstances  whidh  are  obvious  to  the  In  other  cases  the  anra  probably  originates 
bystander:  a  flushing  of  the  face,  or  hvidity;  in  some  change  within  the  head,  and  is 
difficult  articulation;  vomiting.  Of  21  epi-  analogous  to  the  numbness  or  tingling  that 
leptics  treated  in  the  hospital,  at  Wilna,  by  is  offcoi  felt  in  some  part  of  the  body  or  ex- 
Joseph  Frank,  Yomiting  announced  the  tremities  immediately  before  an  attack  of 
paroxysm  in  7.  Some  of  the  uneasy  feelings  palsy  or  apoplexy.  Tliere  is  no  real  incon- 
are  apt  to  come  on  and  continue  even  for  sistency  in  this  twofold  explanation  ;  the 
sereral  days  previously  to  the  attack ;  rest-  source  of  the  aura  may  be  centric  or 
•lessness  in  particular,  disturbed  sleep,  dis-  eccentric ;  as  I  shall  explain  to  you,  in  due 
tressfnl  dreams,  a  peculiar  and  sudden  time,  the  exciting  cause  of  the  paroxysm 
coldness  of  the  extremities.    An  internal  may  be. 

working  is  a  phrase  often  used  by  such        A  knowledge  of  these  warning  drcum- 

persons  to  express  a  sensation    which  is  stances  is  clearly  of  importance,  always  as 

probably  indescribable.  far  as  respects  the  comparative  security  of 

But  ^  most  curious  precursory  symp-  the  patient  during  the  attack ;    sometimes 

tomof  all,  if  we  except  the  spectral  Ulusions,  as  affording  us  the  opportunity  of  staving 

is  what  is  called  the  epileptic  awa.     This  off  the  fit  dtogether.    And  it  is  necessary 

is  a  sensation  which  is  likened,  by  different  to  remark,  that  they  sometimes  give,  as  it 

patioits,  to  different  things ;  to  a  stream  of  were,  tifalw  alarm  ;   they  occur,  and  yet, 

warm  or  cold  air,  to  the  trickling  of  water,  although    no  measures  of  prevention  are 

to  the  creeping  of  a  spider.    Hie  sensation  taken,  no  paroxysm  follows, 
proceeds  commonly  f^m  some  distant  part        The  phaenomena  that  succeed  the  parox- 

of  the  body,  from  one  of  the  extremities,  ysm  are  also  of  great  interest  and  moment, 
firom  a  thumb,  or  finger,  or  toe,  or  from        I  have  already    apprised  you  that  thfl 

some  spot  on  the  trunk,  and  runs  along  the  convulsions  terminate  in  general  before  the 

skin,  towards  the  head ;  occasionally  it  gete  insensibility  is  over :  the  patient  draws,  per- 

no  farther  than  the  epigastrium :  as  soon  as  haps,  two  or  three  deep  righs,  and  ceases  to 

it  reaches  the  head,  or  stops  at  the  epigas-  straggle.    Some  few  persons  are  quite  them- 

trium,  or  elsewhere,  the  patient's  conscious*  selves  again  in  a  few  moments ;  some  i^- 

ness  forsakes  him,  and  the  paroxysm  do-  pear  to  recover  consciousness,  and  then  fall 

dares  itself.  into  a  deep  and  prolonged  slumber ;  but 

lliere  seems  to  be  some  analogy  between  many  do  not  regain  their  consdousness  at 

this  epileptic  aura  and  the  well-lmown  sen-  all  upon  the  cessation  of  the  convulsions, 

sation,  to  be  spoken  of  hereafter,  of  a  ball  but  remain  in  a  stete  of  profound  stupor, 

rising  from  the  stomach  to  the  tiiroat,  and  from  which  however  they  can  generally  be 

oonstitnting  the  globus  hystericus ;   except  roused  for  a  time.    Tliis  state  of  coma  (for  it 

tiiat  in  cases  of  epilepsy  the  sensation  com-  is  nothing  else)  has  been  known  to  last  a  week : 

monly  begins  in  an  extremity,  and  not  in  after  the  patient  emerges  from  it,  he  is  some- 

the  stomach ;  and  the  fit  comes  on  when  it  times  merdy  languid  and  inert ;  sometimefi 

reaches  the  head,  and  not  the  throat.    Some-  he  is  like  a  person  stunned,  or  in  a  state 

times,   I  think,  these  two  sensations  are  approaching    to    idiotcy,  which    gradually 

blended.  clears  np ;    sometimes  he  is  furiously  deli- 

In  some  instances,  spasms  of  the  muscles  rious  for  a  short  time  ;  not  unfrequently 

of  the  part  whence  the  aura  proceeds  are  there  is  a  degree' of  parttal  paralysis,  which 

observed  to  take  place  prior  to  the  more  also  usually  soon  goes  off,  though  it  occa- 

general  stete  of  spasm.  sionaDy  is  permanent ;  the  eyes  are  fixed. 

This  aura   is    certainly  a  very  curious  or  he  squinte,  or  the  pupils  are  dilated,  or 

phenomenon.     It  has  been  thought  to  de-  'he  drags  a  leg,  or  he  falters  in  speech.  Most 

pend  upon  some  change  propagated  along  commonly  he  speaks  of  headache,  or  dis- 

the  nerve  upwards  to  tiie  brain,  and  that  it  comfort  of  some  kind, 
is  sometimes  connected  with  some  injury        It  is  very  seldom  that  the  patients  have 

done  to,  or  some  morbid  impression  made  any  recollection  whatever  of  what  has  passed 

upon,  an  afferent  nerve.     I  think  that  this  during  the  fit.      Many  of  them  are  not 

expUmation  may  apply  to  some  cases.  aware  that  they  have  had  a  fit :   and  those 

In  a  patient  of  my  own,  who  was  subject  who  do  know  it,  discover  the  feet  by  finding 

to  epilepsy,  the  warning    sensation  com-  themselves  wet  or  dirty;    by  the  injuries 

meooed  in  one  of  has  thumbs,  whidi  pre-  they  have  received  during  the  convuldons ; 

sently  after  began  to  be  twisted  inwards ;  by  the  soreness  of  the  bitten  tongue ;  by  the 

but  by  tying  his  handkerchief  tightiy  round  bruises  of  thdr  limbs ;  or  by  the  confused  or 

the  thumb,  he  could  prevent  the  fit.     Dr.  painftil  sensations  whldi  they  subsequentiy 

Seymour  mentions  the  case  of  an  cpSleptic  experience,  and  which  they  hiave  learned  to 

boy,  who  had  leamed  to  protect  himself  associate  with  the  conviction  that  a  fit  has 
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happened,  by  haying  been  informed  on  pre-  respect  to  Julias  Cesar,  we  learn    from 

vious  occasions,  when  they  felt  the  same  Suetonius,  that  it  was  only  in  the  latter  part 

sensations,   that  they  had  suffered  a  pa-  of  his  life  that  he  laboured  under  epilepsy ; 

roxysm  of  insensibility  and  couTulsions.  and  that  he  had  two  attacks  while  engaged  in 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  seldom  that  any  ill  business, 
effect  can  be  noticed  as  having  been  left  be- 
hind it  by  any  one  single  fit ;  but,  alas  !  this  Having  now  described  the  phenomena  of 
cannot  often  be  said  of  their  repetition.  epilepsy  ;  the  periods  of  life  at  which  it  is 

Doubtless  a  single  paroxysm  does  often  most  apt  to  commence  ;   its  varieties ;    and 

leave  the  patient  in  a  worse-  condition  than  its  tendency  and  termination  :  let  ns  next 

that  in  "which  it  found  him ;  but  this  does  enquire  what  is  known  respecting  the  real 

not  become  perceptible  to  an  ordinary  ob-  seat  and  nature  of  this  strange  and  melan- 

server,   until  after  the  alteration  has  been  choly  complaint. 

rendered    apparent  by  repeated  fits,    and  The  functions  that  are  affected  are  clearly 

repeated  small  additions  to  the  permanent  the    functions    of    the    brain:     sensatioBy 

injury.    The  friends  of  the  patient  perceive  thought,  and  motion  regulated  by  the  will, 

that  his  memory  is  enfeebled  in  proportion  are  the  natural  functions  of  that  organ.    The  ' 

to  the  number  of   the  attacks ;    that  his  temporary  abeyance  of  sensibility,  thought, 

mental  power  and  intelligence  decline.     His  and  volition ;  and  violent  and  irregular  ac- 

features  even  assume,  by  degrees,  a  peculiar  tion  of  the  muscles,  which  are  thus  with- 

cfaaracter ;    and  too   often    he   sinks    into  drawn  from  the  empire  of  the  will ;  consti* 

hopeless   fiituity,   or    confirmed    imbecility  tute  a  paroxysm  of  epilepsy.     We  have,  in 

or  insanity.     It  is  this  tendency  which  ren*  this  malady,  another  illustration  of  the  fact, 

ders  epilepsy  so  sad  and  fearful  a  disease.  that  when  the  controlling  influence  of  the 

Foville  affirms,  that  the  intellectual  de-  sensorium  is  suspended,  the  peculiar  fonc- 
generation  is  more  constant,  and  comes  on  tions  of  the  spinal  marrow  are  exercised, 
more  early,  in  persons  who  are  principally  not  only  in  a  disorderly,  but  also  in  an 
afflicted  with  the  epileptic  vertigo,  the  petit  unusually  energetic  manner.  That  the 
mat,  the  imperfect  seizure,  than  in  persons  brain  and  the  spinal  marrow,  though  phy- 
in  whom  the  grand  malf  the  violent  and  Biologically  distinct,  are  yet  intimately  con- 
decided  paroxysm,  takes  place.  Dr.  Cop-  nected  with,  and  dependent  upon,  eadi 
land,  on  the  other  hand,  is  of  opinion,  that  other,  a  thousand  familiar  facts  assure  us  ; 
''the  more  severe  the  fits,  the  more  is  that  and  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that 
result  to  be  dreaded.''  This  is  a  point  the  change,  whatever  it  is,  which  is  the  im- 
which  can  only  be  settled  by  statistical  facts,  mediate  precursor  and  cause  of  the  epileptic 
And  as  we  all  have  the  opportunity  of  fit,  may  sometimes  originate  in  the  spinal 
collecting  some  such  facts,  and  of  adding  cord,  and  thence  extend  to  the  brain ;  and 
them  to  the  general  stock,  I  mention  this,  sometimes  originate  in  the  brain,  and  com- 
and  some  other  points  that  are  still  uncertain  municate  itself  to  the  spinal  cord.  Dr. 
or  disputed,  as  worth  bearing  in  mind.  Marshall  Hall's  doctrine,  that  all  convulsive 
More,  probably,  depends  upon  the  repetition  diseases  are  diseases  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
of  the  fits,  than  upon  their  precise  nature  or  cannot  be  properly  applied  to  this  convul- 
severity.  Cases  do  occur  in  which  epileptic  sive  disease  of  epilepsy.  It  is  true  that  the 
persons  preserve  their  faculties  to  a  good  spinal  cord  is  concerned  whenever  there  is 
old  age :  but  those  who  are  early  epileptic  convulsion ;  but  it  is  concerned  in  every 
do  not  often  attain  old  age ;  and  whenever  voluntary  movement  also,  through  the  in- 
the  disease  comes  on,  if  it  repeats  itself  fre-  strumentality  of  the  brain  itself ;  and  it  may 
quently,  it  is  much  more  often  than  not  be,  and  often  is,  irregularly  influenced  by  a 
followed  by  impairment  of  the  mind,  or  by  disordered  and  unnatural  state  of  the  brain, 
some  apoplectic  or  paralytic  affection,  which  Tetanus  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  a  disease 
implies  and  accompanies  the  mental  change,  of  the  cord,  and  its  proper  appendages ; 
You  will  sometimes  hear  the  cases  of  Julius  the  spasms  arise  and  reach  their  height, 
Cesar,  of  Mahomet,  or  of  Bonaparte  quoted,  while  the  powers  of  thought  and  sensation 
as  examples  of  high  intellectual  power,  are  undisturbed,  and  while  the  volition  re- 
existing  and  remaining  in  spite  of  epilepsy : —  mains,  although  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
and  it  is  allowable,  perhaps,  to  make  use  cord  renders  it  ineffectual.  In  epilepsy, 
of  such  cases  for  comforting  the  friends  of  these  cerebral  functions  are  always  im- 
epileptic  persons ;  or  for  giving  the  advantage  phcated.  Tliere  is  alwayt  a  loss  of  con- 
of  sustained  hope  to  the  patient  himself,  sciousness :  and  in  the  epileptic  vertigo,  the 
But,  in  truth,,  these  cases  are  not  worth  petit  malf  there  is  frequently  a  suspension 
much.  Napoleon  is  said,  I  know  not  upon  of  consciousne8sonly,i£rt7Ao«/ any  conw/Mon 
what  authority  however,  to  have  suffered  at  all.  The  brain,  therefore,  we  must  consider 
something  like  epilepsy  during  sexual  inter-  to  be  essentially  concerned  in  this  disorder, 
course  ;  this  is  not  very  uncommon  in  per-  What  the  precise  state  of  the  nervous 
sons  subject  to  that  disease.      And,  with  matter  may  be,  which  determines  the  loss  of 
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consciousness  and  the  spasmsi  we  can  only  of  M.  Foville's  might  be  a  very  just  one. 

conjecture.     A  derangement  in  the  relation  But  I  doubt  whether  such  internal  congestion 

between  the  arterial  and  venous  circulation  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  is  met  with  in 

within    the    head ;     a    temporary  pressure  either  case  :    for  reasons  formerly  explained 

somehow  arising  ;  a  determination  of  blood  to  you.     In  the  only  two  instances  in  which 

towards    the    head  ;    a    diminution  of  the  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the 

natural  quantity  of  blood  sent  thither  from  state  of  the  brain  after  death  by  hanging, 

the  heart ;  all  these  have  been  assigned  as  there  certidnly  was  no  such  congestion, 

possible  causes  of  the  paroxysms.     Plausible  It  is,  I  fancy,  a  very  common  notion, 

reasons  might  be   given  in  favour  of  the  both  that  such  congestion  does  take  place, 

operation  of  each  of  them ;  but  the  specula-  and  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  paroxysm  : 

tion  is  more  curious  than  useful.     We  have  and  it  may  be  'worth  while  shortly  to  state 

not  yet  penetrated  the  mystery  of  these  re-  the  reasons  which  are  opposed  to  the  con- 

markable  phenomena,  and  it  wiU  be  more  elusion*  that  the  congestion  (granting  for  the 

profitable  to  turn  to  another  question,  which  moment  that  it  does  happen)  is  a  sufficient 

admits  of  a  somewhat  more  definite  answer,  explanation  of  the  attack, 

viz. : — what  is  the  morbid  anatomy  of  epi-  In  the  first  place  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 

lepsy  ?  that  the  congestion  could  so  suddenly  arise 

Suppose  that  a  person  who  has  had  epi-  and  subside  again,  as  it  must  sometimes  do, 

leptic  fits,  but  in  whom  they  have  not  been  if  it  be  the  immediate  determining  cause  of 

followed  by  any  durable  affection  of  the  Intel-  the  fit :  within  the  space  of  a  single  minute, 

lectual  or  locomotive  functions,  dies  of  some  for  example. 

other  malady ;  and  you  h*ave  the  opportunity  And  in  the  second  place,  the  signs  of  ex- 

of  minutely  examining  the  condition  of  the  temal  congestion  and  plethora,   by  which 

nervous    system.        Often    you    will    find  signs  we  measure  the  amount,  if  there  bo 

nothing  at  all  which  can  throw  any  light  any,  of  the  internal^  are  most  marked  just 

upon    the     occurrence     of    the     epileptic  when  the  symptoms  of  the  paroxysm  begin  to 

paroxysms ;  no  appreciable  alteration  what-  subside  and  disappear.      So  that  we  cannot, 

ever  in  any  part  either  of  the  brain  or  of  the  I  think,  look  upon  the  congestion  as  the 

spinal  cord.     In  other  cases  you  may  dis-  caute  of  the  convulsive  symptoms, 

cover  some  organic  disease  within  the  head :  Let  us  go  a  step  farther,  and  enquire  into 

a  scrofulous  tubercle,  a  spiculum  of  bone  the  state  of  the  encephalon  in  those  persons 

projecting  from  the  skull.     Have  we  then  who,  having  suffered  epilepsy,  had,  before 

detected  the  cause  of  the  disease  ?    All  that  death  arrived,  been  affected  with  some  per- 

can  be  said  is,  that  the  piece  of  bone  or  the  manent  impairment  of  the  mental  functions, 

tubercle  was  probably  a  predisposing  cause  or  (what  often  goes  along  with  such  impair- 

of  that  derangement  of  the  nervous  substance  ment)  with  some  degree  or  other  of  muscular 

which  determined  the  paroxysms ;  the  de-  paralysis  or  debility. 

rangement  itself,  if,  indeed,  it  was  of  such  a  The  most  common  alterations  met  with  in 

nature  as  to  be  cognizable  by  our  senses,  the  brain  in  such  cases  are  the  following, 

has  gone,  with  the  symptoms ;   the  tubercle  Induration  of  the  white  matter  of  the 

or  bone  having  in  the  meantime  remained  brain,  which  presents  a  dull  appearance ; 

without  any  sign  which  could  betray  its  pre-  sometimes,  besides  the  hai'dening,  a  general 

senoe.  injection  of  the  white  matter;   and  in  the 

M.  Foville,  whose  testimony  in  this  matter  majority  of  cases  a  marked  dilatation  of  the 
is  entitled  to  much  weight,  affirms  that  in  blood-vessels.  In  some  instances  the  con- 
persons  who  have  been  subject  to  epilepsy,  sistence  of  the  white  matter  is  diminished,  it 
uncomplicated  as  yet  with  any  permanent  is  soft  and  flabby ;  but  there  is  the  same  di- 
disorder  of  the  intellect,  or  of  the  faculty  of  latation  of  the  blood-vessels.  These  changes 
voluntary  motion,  and  who  have  died  in  the  pervade  the  whole  of  the  white  matter  in  every 
fit,  constant  alterations  are  observable  part  of  the  brain.  At  the  same  time  the  grey 
within  the  head ;  viz.  a  strong  injection  of  matter  is  found  irregular  on  its  surface,  mar- 
the  vessels  of  the  encephalon :  the  mem-  bled  or  of  a  rosy  colour  in  its  substance,  and 
branea,  the  brain,  and  the  cerebellum,  are  sometimes  altered  in  consistence.  And  in 
gorged,  he  asserts,  with  livid  blood.  But  he  many  cases  the  membranes  are  found  to  be 
goes  on  to  say  that  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  adherent  in  some  parts  to  the  convolutions 
the  mode  of  death ;  that  we  see  the  saitae  with  which  they  lie  in  contact, 
appearances  in  persons  who  have  died  by  Such  are  the  results  of  the  experience  of 
hanging,  or  any  form  of  apnoea ;  that  they  careftd  observers  in  respect  to  the  morbid 
are  not  peculiar  to  epilepsy,  and  do  not  ex-  anatomy  of  epilepsy;  of  Morgagni,  of  Foville, 
plain  the  attack,  but  only  point  out  the  way  and  of  MM.  Bouchet  and  Casauvielh. 
m  which  it  has  been  fatal.  The  changes  last    described    are   sudi   as 

If  such  appearances  were  uniformly  found  are    produced    by    chronic    inflammation 

in  the  heads  of  persona  who  die  suffocated,  or  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,      lliey 

who  die  in  a  fit  of  epilepsy,  this  observation  are  the  contequeneee^  (I  imagine)  of   re- 
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peated   paroxyims  of  qiUepiy;    ^hbj  are  There  k  no  doubt  that  a  tendencjr  to  epi- 

the   very  aame   as    are    (requentlj     met  leptic  diaease  is  frequently  kereditarp.     It 

with  in  cases  of  insanity  complicated  with  may  be  derived  from  parent  to  child ;  or  it 

paralysis,    and    they    elucidate,    therefore,  may  slap  oyer  a  generation  or  two,  and  ap- 

the    connexion    of  these  affections :    but  pear  in  tiie  grandchild  or  great  grandchild ; 

they  certainly  teach  us  little  or  nothing  or  it  may  Im  traceable  only  in  the  collateral 

of  that  actual  condition  of  the  nervous  mass  branches  of  the  ancestors.    Tliis  is  just  wbat 

upon  which  the  epileptic  paroxysms  depend,  takes  place  in  other  hereditary  maladiea. 

And,  in  truth,  to  expect  to  find  in  the  Drain  You  may  often  notice  also  that  odier  forms 

the  traces  of  convulsions  that  have  passed  of  nervous   disorder  prevail  in  the  same 

away,  would  be  as  unreasonable  as  to  expect  families. 

to  find  the  traces  of  former  voluntary  move-  MM.  Bouchet    and    Casauvidh   found 

ments.  that  among  110  instances  of  epilepsy,  31 

Of  those  organic  changes  which  may  1)6  were  hereditary.     Of  331  persons  afflicted 

regarded  as  strong  predisposing  causes  of  the  with  epileptic  insanity,  and  seen  by  Esquirol« 

paroxysms,  my  own  experience  accords  with  105  were  descended  firom  insane  or  epileptic 

that  of  Dr.  Bright ;  who  states,  that  they  are  parents. 

more  frequently  such  as  affect  the  surface,  Again,  a  tendency  to  epilepsy  is  veryoftm 

than  the  deeper-seated  parts  of  the  brain :  found  to  go  along  with  an  tmnahnriUfirm 

tumors    external    to   the   cerebral  matter,  qf /A«  Am  J,  which  is  pinched  up  like  asngar* 

alterations  in  the  bones  of  the  skull ;  or  in  loaf;  or  misshapen  andunsymmetricaltOne- 

the  membranes  that  envelope  the  organ,  half  being  unlike  the  other ;  or  oddly  oonfi- 

Various  altered  states  of  the  spinal  marrow  gurated  in  some  way  or  other.    Epilepsy  is 

have  also  been  recorded.  no  uncommon  attendant  of  dironic  hydro- 

But  besides  the  morbid  appearances  that  cephalus. 

are  Mmeiimn  only  visible  in  the  nervous  And  thirdly,  the  fcrq^foiM  tUatheiU  is  a 

centres  themselves,  there  are  others,  which  strong  predin>08ing  cause  of  epilepsy.    Dr. 

it  is  of  great  importance  to  attend  to,  situated  Cheyne  even  holds  that  epilepsy  is  as  certain 

in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  at  a  distance  a  manifestation  of  the  strumous  disposition, 

from  those  centres :  diseased  states  of  the  as  tubercular  consumption,  or  psoas  abscess, 

liver ;    biliary   concretions ;    renal  calculi ;  Now  of  the  two  predisposing  drcumstancea 

stonea  in  the  bladder;  worms  in  the  ali-  last  mentioned,  it  may  oe  observed,  that  they 

mentary  canal ;  diseases  of  the  uterus ;  and  commonly  merge  in  that  which  preceded 

of  various  other  parta.     And  these  morbid  them :  the  strumous  diathesis,  Skid  a  par- 

conditions  have  often,  no  doubt,  an  intimate  ticular  conformation  of  the  head,  are  boUi 

connexion    with    the  epileptic  paroxysms,  very  likely  to  descend  from  parents  to  their 

Accordingly  some  authors  make  almost  as  progeny. 

many  varieties  of  epilepsy  as  there  are  organs  Whether  the  sex  has  any  influenoe  in  de- 

of  the  body ;  they  specify  the  cerebral,  the  termining  a  predisposition  to  epilepsy,  is  a 

spinal,  the  cardiac,  hepatic,  gastric,  intes-  question  that  remaixui  to  be  settled.    FoviUe 

tinal,  nephritic,  genital,  uterine,  and  so  on.  thinks  it  is  most  common  in  females ;  Dr. 

It  will  be  sufficient,  however,  to  consider  Elliotson  in  males.    /  have  certainly  seen 

two  species  only ;   that,  namely,  in  which  more  epileptic  boys  and  men,  than  girls  and 

the  disease  originates  in  the  nervous  centres  women.     But  the  casual  experience  of  a 

themselves,  and  especially  in  the  brain ;  and  single  observer  is  not  enough  to  determine 

that  in  which  it  originates  in  some  other  part,  the  point.    We  want  numerical  statements 

Most  persons  who  have  written  on  epilepsy  on  a  large  scale.     At  the  close  of  the  year 

make  this  distinction,  although  they  em-  1813  there  were  162  male  epileptics  in  the 

ploy  different  terms  to  express  it.     Cere-  Bic^tre  ;  289  female  cases  in  the  Salp^triere. 

bral  and  occasional ;    primary  and  secon-  Jos.  Frank  observed  that,  of  75  patients , 

dary  ;  idiopathic  and  sympathetic ;  centric  40  were  females, 

and  eccentric.     Ihe  two  last  terms  are  the     

^^'lyT^'^'J^^t^  R«K>RT   UPON  THB    MORTALITY 

eccentric,  even  when  it  is  situated  in  the  OP  LUNATICS. 

bram ;  eccentric,  i.e.  in  respect  to  the  true  3^  Wiiaxam  Faer,  Esq.,  F.S.S.* 

spmal  marrow.     Bat  I  apply  the  epithet  ^^^^ 

centric  to  epilepsy  when  its  cause  lies  in 

either  of  the  two  great  nervous  eetUrei ;  the  ^Bis  report,  which  has  been  drawn  up  at  the 

brain,  or  the  cramo-spinal  axis.     The  dis-  request  ofthe  Council  ofthe  Society,  is  founded 

tinction  itself  we  shall  find  to  be  an  import-  ^^  the  reports  of  the  Hanwell  Asylum,  returns 

ant  one,  both  as  regards  the  prognosis  and  ^°>  ^  Bethlem  Hospital,  and  the  vahiable 

the  treatment.    But  I  must  first  say  a  few  aeries  of  tables  submitted  to  the  Sodety  last 

words  reapectmg  the  causes,  and  the  diag-  .  J^^  ^^  theStatistfcal  Sodety  of  LondDOt 

nosis  of  epilepsy.  ISth  Haivh,  IMl. 


MORTALITY  OF  LUNATICS.  329 

jmt  hj  Colonel  Sjkef .    It  waa  thought  -  Great  improvements  have  taken  place  in 

deairable  that  the  mortality  of  lonatica  in  the  treatment  of  lunatics.    In  the  best  asy- 

two  of  the  largest  public  institutiona  of  the  lums  they  are  no  longer  shut  up  in  cells  like 

country  should  be  compared  with  the  mor-  wild  beasts,  nor  punuhed  by  harsh  keepers, 

tality  in   the  licensed  proprietary  houses ;  Thtir  chains  have  gradually  been  struck  off. 

amd  that,  if  the  mortality  differed,  the  diffe*  A  further  step  has  been  attempted.    At  the 

renoes  should  be  investigHted,  and  traced  to  Middlesex  asylum  no  strait-waistcoats,  straps, 

their  causes  by  the  methods  of  statistical  or  other  instruments  of  personal  coercion, 

analysis  which  we  now  possess.  have  been  used  since  the  21st  of  September, 

The  condition  of  lunatics  in  this  country  1839.  The  experiment  was  first  tried  at 
has,  within  the  present  century,  attracted  Lincoln,  and  it  is  now  contended  by  persons 
mueh  public  attention  ;  and  in  1807,  1815,  of  experience,  ability,  and  integrity — by  Mr. 
1816,  and  1827,  the  management  of  the  Hill,  Dr.  ConoUy,  and  the  visiting  justices  of 
asylums  provided  for  their  confinement  was  Middlesex,— -that  in  a  house  properly  built, 
investigated  by  Committeea  of  the  House  ci  withskilftilmedicalsupervision,andasuificient 
Commons.  Many  abuses  were  brought  to  number  of  humane  and  intelligent  keepers, 
light ;  and  the  last  committee,  of  whidi  Mr.  personal  coercion  should  be  abolished.  This 
Gordon  was  chairman,  stated  in  their  report,  is  denied  by  other  gentlemen  of  equal  huma- 
after  a  searching  and  able  inquiry,  that  ^e  nity,  who  maintain  that,  although  all  re- 
abuses  discovered  in  1815  still  ensted.  They  straint  may  be  dispensed  with,  the  strait- 
"  repeated,  adopted,  and  confirmed"  the  re-  waistcoats  should  still  be  employed  as  a 
commendations  of  the  committees  of  1807  remedy  in  the  paroxysms  of  mania.  A  keen 
and  1815.  Enactments  J  subsequently  controversy  has  been  waged  on  the  subject. 
passed  the  legislature ;  and  several  county  Asylums  not  only  differ  widely  in  the  extent 
asylums  (among  whidi  that  of  Middlesex  to  which  restraint  is  carried,  but  in  the  space 
dnerves  to  be  particidariy  mentioned),  have  allotted  to  patients  in  thdr  employment, 
since  been  erected.  No  pariiamentary  in-  food,  snd  medical  treatment,  llie  cost  of 
quiry  has  been  instituted  since  1827 ;  but  criminal  lunatics  at  Bethlem  is  15#.  a-week ; 
Mr.  Ewart  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  of  idiots  or  lunatics  in  the  workhouses, 
to  move  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  die  2»,  10<l.  to  St.  td.  a-week.  Some  of  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  in  the  present  asylums  are  under  the  control  of  the  visiting 
seuion  of  Parliament.  justices,  others  are  visited  by  the  Metropo- 

The  persons  of  unsound  mind  in  England  litan  Commissioners.  The  hospitals  of  Beth- 
amount  to  several  thousands.  They  are  leni  and  St  Luke  are  not  visited  at  all, 
usually  of  middle  age,  fiiequently  parents,  but  are  managed  by  the  officers  and  gover- 
and  are  of  all  conditions  and  ranks  of  life :  nors ;  while  a  very  large  number  of  lunatics 
494  lunatics  confined  under  the  Crown  pos-  >lk  farmed  out,  or  confined  in  workhouses, 
sess  property  yielding  an  annual  income  of  ^7  ^^  parish  authorities, 
j^  17, 154*.  Men  of  the  highest  inteUec-  Amidst  these  various  drcnmstances  and 
tual  rank — men  of  genius — are  not  exempted  conflicting  systems,  we  ask  which  is  the  most 
from  the  visitations  of  tliis  disease :  it  stoops  advantageous  ?  And  it  will  be  replied  by 
to  the  lowest,  and  disorders  the  meanest  '^  parties, — **  that  is  the  best  system  under 
brain.  It  makes  the  Uibouier  a  panper,  and  whirli  the  greatest  numberof  lunatics  recover 
too  often  ruins  the  families  of  the  middle  ^^^  reason  in  the  shortest  time."  But  in 
classes.  6402  idiots,  and  7265  lunatics,  *  ^"^  disease,  presenting  so  much  diversity 
have  been  returned  to  Parliament  aa  pan-  ^  individuals,  it  is  evident  that  the  supe- 
pen.  Such  a  disease,  which  disorders  the  riority  of  any  system  of  treatment  can  only 
senses,  perverts  the  reason,  and  breaks  up  be  determined  by  the  average  resulU,  by  a 
the  passions  in  wild  confusion ; — which  as-  comparison  of  the  recoveries  and  deaths ;  in 
sails  man  in  his  flssfntial  nature, — brings  ^^*  ^7  statistics.  [Here  follow  a  variety 
down  so  much  misery  on  the  head  of  its  o^  calculations  thrown  into  the  tabular  form, 
victims,  and  is  productive  of  so  much  social  the  general  result  of  which  is  to  demonstrate 
evil--deserves  investigation  on  its  own  merits  **»*  *>»  sunxuX  mortaKty  of  both  male  and 
by  statistiGal,  as  wdl  aa  otber  T?*f*V>dfi  female  paupers  in  the  licensed  houses  was 
But  it  has  an  additional  daim  upon  the  at-  nearly  twice  as  great  as  the  mortality  of 
tention  of  the  Sodety. — ^A  considerable  por-  paupers  at  Hanwell,  and  twice  as  great  as 
tion  of  the  insane  are  under  confinement,  ^  mortality  of  other  lunatics  in  the  licensed 
snd  have  to  be  provided  for  or  watched  over  houses.] 

by  the  State,  which,  aa  it  permits  them  to  What  it  Me  mortaiity  among  lunaticB  in 

be  deprived  of  liberty,  is  bound  to  afford  fawmrahle  eireumataneet  ?     Is  insanity  a 

them  protection,  and  to  aasure  them  the  best  f"^^^  disease  f — ^Upon  the  latter  question 

means  of  restoration  to  heaUii.  there  has  been  a  considerable  diversity  of 

__^____. opinion.     Some  lunatics  live  to  an  advanced 

•  See  FaiNamentary  Reton,  Sestoh  im,  No.  y  •     9^  213  admitted  by  Dr.  ConoUy  at 

378.  Hanwell,  15  were  afed  60  and  upwards,  and 
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1  was  between  70  and  80 ;  and  58  in  753 
at  Hanwell  had  been  labouring  under  the 
disorder  between  20  and  50  years.  In  1835 
an  action  (Fisher  o.  Beaumont)  was  brought 
at  the  York  Assizes  to  recover  from  the 
Providence  Asmrance  Company,  j^OOO, 
insured  upon  the  life  of  the  Fcv.  Mr.  F***. 
In  charging  the  jury,  the  judge  said  that 
they  had  to  consider  whether  insanity  had  a 
tendency  to  shorten  life  ?  If  insanity  had 
such  a  tendency,  they  must  find  for  the  de- 
fendant ;  if  not,  for  the  plaintiff.  The  me- 
dical evidence  was  conflicting ;  and  the  jury, 
after  a  short  deliberation,  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  ground  that  insanity  had 
no  tendency  to  shorten  life  \* 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
mortality  of  lunatics  at  large ;  but  the  mor- 
tality of  lunatics  in  asylams  is  much  higher 
than  the  mortality  of  the  general  population, 
and  the  excess  cannot  be  ascribed  entirely, 
although  it  may  partially,  to  the  confine- 
ment, the  unwholesomeness,  or  the  usages 
of  mad-houses.  The  mean  age  of  lunatics 
in  asylums  is  about  35-40.  The  average 
age  of  the  patients  admitted  at  Bethlem, 
(1830-34)  was  36  years  (36*2) ;  and  the 
mean  age  of  213  admitted  at  Hanwell  by  Dr. 
ConoIIy  was  36}.  The  mortality  at  the  age 
30-40  is  1-2,  and  at  40-50  is  1*5  per  cent, 
in  England  and  Wales.  In  cities  the  mor- 
tality at  a  corresponding  age  is  not  more  than 

2  per  cent,  annually.  Now  the  annual  mor- 
tality at  Bethlem,  where  dangerous  cases  are 
carefully  excluded,  was  9  per  cent,  in  1827-  39. 
At  Gloucester,  one  of  the  county  asylums, 
at  which  the  treatment  is  the  most  success- 
ful, the  diet  is  generous  and  nutritious,  and 
the  patients  live  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
open  air, — the  annual  mortality  is  7  per 
cent. 

The  annual  mortality  of  severe  cases  of 
insanity  cannot,  I  think,  in  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, be  less  than  6  per  cent. ;  so  that 
the  mortality  is  three  times  greater  among 
lunatics,  than  among  the  general  population, 
at  the  same  age.  We  have  seen,  however, 
that  the  annuad  mortality  among  the  better 
class  of  patients  in  the  licensed  houses  was 

11  per  cent.,   among  paupers  at  Hanwell 

12  per  cent.,  among  paupers  in  the  licensed 
houses  21  per  cent.,  and  among  pauper 
men  at  one  licensed  house  27  per  cent.  ; — 
as  high  as  the  rate  of  mortality  experienced 
by  the  British  troops  upon  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  and  by  the  population  of 
London  when  the  plague  rendered  its  habi- 
tations desolate ! 

Tb^what  ii  thit  ejpce»9we  mortality  to  be 
ateribed — to  the  disease,  or  to  the  treat' 
ment  f — The  question  cannot  be  positively 
answered,  nor  can  the  causes  of  the  difference 
in  the  mortality  be  determined,  without  a 

*  Mbd.  Oasettb,  August  Wit,  18S5. 


careflil  examination  of  all  the  circumstances. 
I  shall  briefly  notice  the  chief  causes  to 
which  the  mortality  of  lunatics  in  asylums 
has  been,  or  may  be,  ascribed. 

The  visiting  justices  of  Hanwell  state  as 
**  an  extraordinary  and  disgraceful  fact," 
jthat  numbers  of  patients  are  sent  into  the 
asylum,  as  it  would  seem,  to  die.  Of  656 
deaths,  64  occurred  within  a  month  after 
admission.  A  similar  complaint  is  made 
at  many  hospitals ;  and  there  is  probably  a 
tendency  to  send  dangerous  cases,  or  caaea 
in  their  most  critical  stage,  to  public  insti- 
tutions. The  exclusion  of  such  cases  from 
Bethlem  reduces  the  mortality,  but  they 
cannot  all  be  excluded  without  giving  the 
asylums  the  advantages  of  that  selection^ 
which  is  so  profitable  to  assurance  offices. 
For  in  a  disiease  so  fatal  as  insanity,  a  cer- 
tain number  of  lunatics  are  necessarily  on 
the  verge  of  death  at  the  period  of  the  dis- 
ease when  admission  into  an  asylum  is  usually 
sought ;  and  a  due  proportion  of  such  cases 
cannot  fairly  be  excluded. 

Reference  has  also  been  made  to  the  fact 
that  out  of  834  patients  -  in  Hanwell  on 
December  31st,  1839,  about  655  had  been 
in  other  asylums,  or  workhouses,  for  con- 
siderable periods.  Many  cases  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  chronic  stages  of  insanity; 
but  this,  though  it  will  account  for  a  smaller 
number  of  recoveries,  and  the  high  pro- 
portion of  fatal  cases,  will  not  account  for  a 
high  annual  rate  of  mortality.  The  annual 
rate  of  mortality  is  greater  in  the  acute  than 
in  the  chronic  state  of  insanity.  Thus,  at 
the  hospitals  of  Bethlem  and  St.  Luke  the 
annual  mortality  among  the  class  called 
"curables"  was  11  per  cent.,  and  only  6 
per  cent,  among  '*  incurables"  (chronic 
cases).  At  Hanwell  the  annual  mortality 
of  lunatics  in  the  state  of  mania,  monomaniai 
or  melancholia,  appears,  so  feu:  as  it  can  be 
determined,  to  be  about  12  per  cent.,  while 
in  cases  of  incoherence,  imbecility,  or 
dementia  (chronic  stages  of  insanity),  about 
8  per  cent,  die  annually. 

A  return  in  the  Hanwell  Report  shews 
the  numbers  admitted  during  each  separate 
year  into  the  asylum,  and  the  numbers  dis- 
charged cured,  relieved,  or  dead,  year  by 
year.  The  return  extends  from  May  16th, 
1831,  to  September  30,  1840.  From  this 
table  we  learn  that  422  lunatics  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  year  1832  ;  that  55  of  them 
were  cured  or  rdieved,  and  55  died  during 
that  year,  leaving  312  to  enter  upon  the 
next  year  (1833),  when  27  of  them  were 
cured  or  relieved,  and  31  died ;  and  so  on, 
year  succeeding  year,  until  September  30th, 
1640,  when  137  remained  in  the  asylum. 
The  patients  admitted  in  1831,  and  in  1839- 
40  (the  two  last  years),  have  been  set  aside ; 
and  the  1389  lunatics  admitted  in  the  seven 
years  (1832-38)  have  been  followed  to  the 
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end  of  1839.  Hie  422  lunatics,  it  may  be 
assumed,  were  admitted  at  equal  intertals 
of  time  in  1832,  or  the  middle  of  the  year 
1832  may  be  taken  as  the  mean  time  of 
their  admis^n ;  whence  it  follows,  that  of 
422  admitted  in  the  year  1832,  55  died  in 
the  half'year  following,  31  in  the  next  year, 
&c.      The  table,  therefore,  permits  us  to 


trace  422  lunatics  admitted  in  1832,  to 
death,  recovery,  or  relief,  during  7^  years ; 
and  325  admitted  in  1838  to  the  end  of 
1839,  or  for  a  period  of  only  1^  year.  The 
subjoined  table  presents  a  summary  of  these 
interesting  facts,  which  in  the  form  of  publi- 
cation are  anal(^us  to  the  tables  of  lives 
published  by  the  Equiiable  Society, 


Table  qfthe  Deaths  and  Recoveriet  in  diferent  ttaget  f^  Insanity, 


Yean. 

Entering 
on  each 
period. 

In  the  succeeding  periods. 

Remained  in  the 

Asylum  at  the  end  of 

the  Period. 

Cured. 

Relieved,  i     Died. 

0- 

0-5 

1-5 

2-5 

3-5 

4*5 

5.5 

6-5 

1,389 
1,087 
594 
499 
399 
308 
246 
155 

125 

142/ 

14 

9 

10 

6 

4 

4 

25 
13 
9 
0 
2 
2 
0 
1 

152 
130 
42 
45 
28 
20 
21 
6 

0 
208 
30 
46 
51 
34 
66 
144 

The  table  is  read  thus : — Of  1389  lunatics 
entering  upon  ttkejiret  period  (^  year),  125 
were  discharged  cured,  25  relieved,  and  152 
dead  in  the  next  Aaf^-year  ;  of  1087  who 
entered  upon  the  second  period,  142  were 
discharged  cured,  13  relieved,  and  130 
dead  in  the  subsequent  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  208  were  lost  sight  of.  For  the 
reason  before  stated,  it  will  be  observed 


that  the  ^r«/  period  extends  to  the  end  of 
the  6th  month ;  the  second  from  the  end  of 
the  6th  to  the  end  of  the  18th  month  ;  the 
third  from  H  to  2^  years,  &c. 

From  this  arrangement  of  the  facts,  the 
annual  rate  of  mortality  and  recovery  in  the 
several  stages  of  insanity,  subsequent  to 
admission,  at  Hanwell,  may  be  deduced. 


Table  of  the  Number  qf  Insane  Persons  living ,  cured,  and  dead;  and  qfthe  Annual 

Rate  qf  Mortality  in  different  stages  qf  Insanity, 


I 


No. 


Period  of  the  dis- 
ease Apom  the  date  of 
Admission. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


0 

04 

14 

34 

54 


04 
14 
34 
54 

74 


74 


Number 

Cured 

living 

or 

Died. 

one  year. 

relieved. 

619 

150 

152 

944 

155 

130 

1033 

32 

87 

673 

20 

48 

383 

9 

27 

3652 

366 

444 

Out  of  100  living,  one  year. 


Cored  or 
relieved. 


24-2 

16-4 

3-1 

3-0 

2.3 


100 


Died. 


24*6 

13-8 

8*4 

71 

70 


12-2 


The  numbers  stated  to  have  been  relieved 
were  14^  per  cent,  of  the  numbers  cured  and 
relieved;  and  as  the  proportion  remained 
nearly  the  same  through  the  seven  years, 
the  two  classes  of  facta  have  not  been  dis- 
tingvished. 

The  anAual  rate  of  recovery  in  the  first 
haif-year  was  24  per  cent }  and  the  rate  of 
mortality  was  nearly  25  per  cent.  The  two 
rates  remain  high  in  the  second  period  (the 
rate  of  recovery  16,  and  of  mortality  14, 
p«r  oent.),  whUe  tbey  declined  respectively 


to  3,  and  to  8  per  cent,  in  the  third  period  ; 
and  to  2*3,  and  7*0  per  oent.  annually,  be- 
tween the  54  and  74  years  after  admission 
into  the  asylum. 

The  rate  of  mortality  in  an  unit  of  time 
increases  as  the  malady  advances  up  to  a 
certain  point,  and  then  declines  regularly, 
in  all  diseases  which  have  hitherto  been  in- 
vestigated arithmetically.  In  cholera  the 
rate  of  mortality  is  highest  at  18  to  24  hours ; 
in  small-pox,  the  mortality  is  highest  from 
the  10th  to  the  15th  day;  in  consumption  the 
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rate  of  mortality  appears  to  be  greatest    tion  in  the  rate  of  mortality  and  reoorery 
from  the  6th  to  the  9th  month.     TIm  Yaria-    in  smaU-pox  is  shewn  below  : — 


Days  of  the  Disease* 
Daily  Deaths  in  100  living  . 
Daily  ReooTeries  in  1000      . 

5—10  ]lO— 15 

15—20 

20— 25*25— 30  30— 35  35— 40 

1             1             1 

6-4      31-5 

27-2 

8-5 

4-3 

2-8        2-0 

•1          -2 

1-8 

9-2 

19-7 

34-8 

47.5 

Insanity  is  regulated  by  analogous  laws ; 
and  a  majority  of  the  patients  are  admitted 
at  Hanwell  before  the  disease  has  passed  the 
point  at  which  the  mortality  declines,  al- 
though many  are  admitted  afterwards,  when 
the  rate  of  recovery  is  ledoced  much  more 
than  die  rate  of  mortality. 

At  Hanwell,  18  in  100  living  die  annually 
in  the  first  1|  year ;  and  8  in  100  annually 
for  6  years  afterwards.  If  an  asylum, 
therefore,  contained  none  but  persons  in  the 
first  year  and  a  half  of  the  disease,  (after 
admission  is  always  understood,)  the  mor- 
tality would  be  18  per  cent. ;  while  it  would 
be  8  per  cent,  in  an  asylum  for  chronic 
cases  between  1}  and  7i ,  years.  Without 
implying  any  disparagement  to  the  treat- 
ment in  the  former  case,  the  rate  of  recovery 


the 


in  the  two  asylums  would  differ  in  a  stQl 
greater  degree,  as  it  would  be  19 
cent,  in  the  first  asylum,  and  only  3 
cent,  in  the  second,  set  apart  for 
exclusive  reception  of  the  advanced 
lliis  separation  seldom  takes  place  in  prac- 
tice. The  chronic  and  acute  cases  are  al- 
waya  mixed  in  an  institution  like  Hanwell ; 
but  it  is  evident  that  in  the  first  years  alter  it 
was  opened,  the  proportion  of  cases  in  tlie 
early  stages  must  have  been  greatest,  and  the 
proportion  of  lunatics  in  ^vanoed  periods 
of  die  disease  must  have  since  progressively 
increased.  According  to  the  above  laws, 
the  proportion  of  deaths  and  recoveries 
should  gradudly  have  declined ;  and  tiiis 
wasthefiu^ 


Periods 

of  Three 

Yean. 

Lunatictf 

existing 

One  Year. 

TUa<4 

Annually  out  of  100  living. 

ineCu    MnwTerea. 

Dkd. 

1831-3 
1834-6 
1837-9 

1147 
1754 
2121 

197 
194 
215 

165 
119 
168 

17-2 
111 
101 

14-4 
6*8 
7-9 

Thd  annual  mortality  was  17  per  cent,  in 
the  first  three  years,  and  10  per  cent,  in 
the  last  three  years  ;  the  annual  rate  of 
recovery  was  14  per  cent,  in  the  first,  and 
8  per  cent,  in  the  last  period.  In  the 
licoised  houses  which  have  been  many 
yean  in  existence,  the  annual  rate  of  mor- 
tality was  13-6  per  cent,  in  1833-36,  and  17*2 
in  1836-1839  1 

When  the  rates  of  mortality  and  recovery 
in  the  several  stages  of  insanity  are  ascer- 
tained, the  effects  of  treatment  and  external 
influences  can  be  compared  in  asylums  con- 
taining the  various  classes  of  patients,  in 
proportions  as  different  as  at  Hanwell  in 
1831-33,  and  1839-40.  Hie  rule  is : — 
multiply  the  number  of  lunatics  existing  at 
the  BBvenl  periods  of  the  disease  by  tiia 
corresponding  rates  of  mortality  and  re- 
covery (0*242,  0-246,  Sec.  &c.},  and  the 
sum  of  the  products  will  represent  the 
number  of  deadis  and  recoveries.  By  this 
rule  the  deatlis  in  Hanwell  during  ii»  Ik 
year,  ending  September  10th,  1840,  should 

«  British  Medical  Almanack,  1888,  p.  »S. 

t  Deduced  from  annual  enumerations  of  the 
males  and  females:  the  years  of  HfeaB5,023. 
Vkom  daily  enumerations  the  years  of  Ufe»i6,80. 


have  been  about  149,  and  they  were  128  ; 
the  numbers  cured  or  relieved  should  have 
been  about  126,  and  they  were  154. 

It  will  be  found  by  this  rule  that  the 
rate  of  mortality  among  paupers  in  die 
licensed  houses  and  in  Hanwell,  has  dif- 
fered less  than  the  first  result  of  the  returns 
would  lead  us  to  suppose,  although  it  has 
been  excessive  in  both.  The  paupers  re- 
main little  more  than  a  year  and  a  half 
(1-67)  m  the  licensed  houses,  in  which  the 
annual  mortality  was  21  per  cent. ;  at  Hon- 
well  the  annual  mortality  in  the  first  IJ 
year  after  admission  was  18  per  cent. 

From  the  facts  given  at  page  25,  part  of 
a  table  of  mortality  and  recovery  may  be  con- 
structed for  lunatics. — (See  top  of  next  page.) 

If  we  take  1,000  lunatics  at  the  stege  of 
the  disease  cori^sponding  to  the  time  of  ad- 
mission at  Hanwell,  217  will  be  discharged 
(108  recovered  or  relieved,  and  109  dead) 
in  tiie  half-year  following,  leaving  783  to 
enter  upon  tin  second  period,  to  be  reduced 
year  by  year,  until  at  the  end  of  seven  yesrs 
and  a  half  only  310  remain.  The  range  of 
the  present  series  of  observations  extends  no 
fiirther,  but  the  relative  proportion  of  reco- 
veries and  deaths  remains  nearly  as  88  to 
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No. 

Period  of 
the  Disease 

dating 
from  toe 

da^of 
Admission 

The  Number  of  Lonatics  who 

Cases  terminating  in  each  Period. 

Enter 

upon  each 

Feriod. 

Will 
Recover. 

Win  Die 
Insane. 

Total 
Number. 

Reooyery. 

By 

Death. 

Tears. 

m 

b 

e 

d 

e 

/ 

I 

0- 

1000 

380 

620 

217 

108 

109 

2 

0-5 

783 

272 

511 

213 

112 

101 

3 

1-5 

570 

160 

410 

61 

21 

40 

4 

2-5 

509 

139 

370 

48 

12 

36 

5 

3-5 

461 

127 

334 

43 

11 

32 

6 

4*5 

418 

116 

302 

41 

11 

30 

7 

5-5 

377 

105 

272 

35 

9 

26 

8 

6-6 

342 

96 

246 

32 

8 

24 

9 

7-5 

310 

88 

222 

■  • 

•  • 

• . 

222  daring  the  last  six  jean ;  and  to  com- 
plete the  sdieme  of  the  table  it  may  be 
aaaumed  that  88  of  the  310  will  reooYer,  and 
222  will  die.  The  colnmna  b,  c,  shew, 
therefore,  that  of  1,000  cases,  380  will  reoo- 
▼er,  and  620  die ;  that  at  the  end  of  a  year 
and  a  half,  160  will  recover,  and  410  will 
die. 

The  columns  e,/,  shewing,  first,  the  nmn- 
beni  cnred  ('*  or  relieved,"  is  understood  in* 
variably) ;  and,  secondly,  the  numbers  dying 
in  each  period  are  readily  deduced  from  the 
table  before  given.  Thus  150  were  cured,  and 
152  died  in  the  first  hiOf-year,  out  of  1,389 
cases;  consequently,  108  were  cured,  and 
109  died  out  of  1,000  cases,  which  form  the 
basis  of  the  new  table.  As  217  cases  ter- 
minated during  the  first  half-year,  783 
entered  upon  the  second  period,  when  the 
amount  of  recovery  having  been  =  iVW>  ^'^^ 
the  mortality  s-ii^,  exactly  112  recovered, 


and  101  died.  By  continuing  the  process, 
the  deaths  and  recoveries  are  obtained  for 
each  year.  The  columns  a,  6,  c,  are  ob- 
tained by  the  suooessiTe  subtraction  of  the 
numbers  in  columns  d ,  e,  /,  and  the  first 
number  (620)  in  column  e,  is  the  sum  of 
those  who  died  in  the  7}  yean,  s=  398  X 
222,  the  number  who,  it  is  presumed,  will 
die  insane  qfler  that  period. 

The  numbers  representing  those  who  will 
die  and  recover  (columns  b,  e,)  decrease  at 
a  uniform  rate  after  the  second  year,  and  the 
seven  terms  of  the  series,  column  c,  are  ob- 
tained by  multiplying  the  last  (222)  succes- 
sirely  by  11075  (log.  0*044338)  ;  the  six 
terms  in  the  series,  column  b,  are  deduced  in 
the  same  way,  frt)m  88  raised,  successively 
by  the  rate  1*0966  (bg.  0*040072).  The 
two  series  of  numbers  obtained  by  the  hypo- 
thesis agree  very  closely  with  those  dixectly 
deduced  from  the  observations — 


Years  .     . 

Numbers  f  Direct  observation 

to  die  in-  < 

sane        .  CBy  Hypothesis 

*^'*^'*'(  By  Hypothesis     . 

1} 

24 

3J 

44 

54 

61 

74 

417 

376 

330 

298 

271 

239 

226 

410 

370 

334 

302 

272 

246 

222 

•  •  • 

138 

129 

115 

104 

98 

87 

•  •  « 

139 

127 

116 

105 

96 

88 

Halley  invented  the  Table  of  Mortality, 
which  consists  of  three  columns,  shewing  the 
number  of  persons  who  die  or  survive  in 
each  successive  year.  The  events  it  exhibits 
are  of  one  kind ;  all  the  persons  die.  But 
eases  of  diaeate  may  terminate  in  two  ways 
— by  death,  and  by  recovery.  A  different 
tabular  construction  was  therefore  required 
for  sick  persons,  such  as  the  one  preceding, 
from  which  the  mean  Juture  duraiionf  the 
probable  ifura/ioit,  the  probabilify  of  reeO" 
very,  and  the  probMiify  pf  a  fatal  termina^ 
Him  in  any  given  time,  can  be  determined  at 
any  period  of  the  ' 


The  meanfitture  duration  qfineanity,  or 
the  ejppeetaiion  qf  dieeaeef  cannot  be  de- 
duced from  the  preceding  table,  because  it 
breaks  off  at  the  end  of  7f  years ;  but  if  the 
annual  rate  continued  the  same  (1*10),  7  of 
310  would  remain  insane  40  years,  and 
the  mean  future  duration  of  insanity  at  the 
period  of  admission  at  Hanwell  would  be 
6*7  yean ;  at  the  end  of  half  a  year  it  would 
be  8  years ;  and  after  1^  year,  it  would  be 
10  yean. 

In  the  six  yean  1834-39,  when  the  in- 
mates were  =  3,875  living  1  year,  706  were 
discharged ;    one  in  5*5  therefore  was  dis- 
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charged  axmnaUy.      If  the  institatioii  had  respective  chances  of  death  and  recorerji 

existed  several  years,  and  the  numbers  ad-  thus,  5^  years  after  admission  at  Hanwtdl, 

mitted  and  discharged  had  been  equal,  the  the  chances  are  272  to  105  that  a  Innatic 

mean  duration  would  have  agreed  with  this,  will  not  recover.      All  these  probabilitiea 

and  have  been  5*5  years ;   but  as  Hanwell  depend  more  or  less  on  the  assumption  that 

was  opened  in  1831,  and  only  1,179  out  of  88  in  310,  remaining  at  the  end  of  7 J  yean, 

2.029  admitted,  had  been  discharged  on  the  will  ultimately  recover. 
30th   September,    1840,   the  67   years  is        The  probability  of  recovery,  or  qfdjfinp, 

probably  nearer  the  true  mean  duration.  within  any  year,  or  years,  up  to  7^,  is  ac- 

In  determining  the  mean  term  of  treat-  curately  sho?m  by  the  table.  In  the  first 
ment,  which  was  attempted  in  the  early  part  half-year  the  probability  of  recovering  is 
of  this  paper,  it  may  at  first  sight  seem  that  -^^f^  =  •  V)8  ;  the  probability  of  recovering* 
the  years  of  residence  should  have  been  in  3^  years  is  •f^^T=.j^  =  -253. 
divided  by  the  mean  of  the  numbers  admitted  Out  of  1000  cases,  253  recover  in  that  time  ; 
(2,029),  and  discharged  (1,171).  This  hence  '253  is  the  probability  of  recovery, 
ihethod  would  make  4*8  years  the  mean  The  probability  nf  dying  in  the  first  half- 
term  of  treatment  in  the  six  years  ending  year  is  =  -^^  =  '109  ;  in  the  two  yean 
1839— (for  Wf=4-S)\  and  1-9  year  the  foUowing  *^fi^'"  =  tI*  =  '180. 
mean  term  of  treatment  in  1831-3;  when  From  a  table  of  this  kind  the  Uvea  of 
920  were  admitted,  362  discharged,  and  the  lunatics  can  be  insured  ;  and,  from  the 
years  of  reBi4ence  were  =^  1,248.  Divide  present  table,  they  may  be  insured  for  a 
1,248  by  the  number  discharged  (362),  and  limited  number  of  years. 
3'44  years  would  be  the  g^ven  term  of  treat-  The  table  is  an  instrument  by  which  the 
ment ;  but  even  this,  as  the  experience  of  effects  of  treatment  on  the  mortality,  the 
the  six  foUowing  years  evinces,  is  much  number  of  recoveries,  and  the  duration  of 
below  the  truth.  The  errors  are  the  same  all  diseases,  can  be  accurately  measured, 
as  if  the  division  of  the  children  under  three  It  enables  us  to  compare  two  or  three 
years  old  by  the  mean  number  of  births  and  different  plans  of  treatment,  and  to  deter- 
deaths,  or  by  the  deaths  alone,  were  sup-  mine  their  effects  upon  the  principal  results 
posed  to  give  the  expectation  of  life  at  birth ;  at  which  all  medical  treatment  aims — the 
whereas  the  division  by  the  deaths  at  that  reduction  of  the  mortality,  and  of  the  dura- 
early  period,  though  the  nearest  approxima-  tion  of  the  disease.  Thus  if  139,  of  509 
Hon  of  the  two,  gives  a  less  number  than  the  lunatics  that  have  been  2^  years  in  HanweU, 
expectation  of  life  in  years.  wiU  recover  under  the  present  treatment. 

Dr.  Conolly  ascertained  the  previous  dura-  and  200  recover  under  any  new  mode  of 

tion  of  the  disorder  in  191  cases  (exclusive  treatment    that    may    be    introduced,    the 

>  of  10  congenital  cases)  admitted  during  the  advantages  of  the  latter  would  be  obvious ; 

year ;  66  had  been  labouring  under  the  dis-  and  still  more  so,  if  the  probable  duration 

ease  less  than  six  months ;  26  between  6  and  of  the  disease  were  reduced  from  10  to  5, 

12  months  ;  24  between  1  and  2  years ;  and  or  2,  years. 

1   had  been  insane  39  years.     The  mean        The  returns  from  the  licensed  houses  do 

previous  duration  was  3*4  years.     But,  as  not  state  the  ages  ;   and  the  ages  of  a  few 

little  more  than  half  the  number  had  been  lunatics  are  given  in  the  Interesting  Report 

insane  twelve  monthe,  the  time  of  admission  of  Dr.  Conolly.      From  other  observations 

may^  represented  by  1,  or  by  li  year.  it  is  known,  generally,  that  the  mortality 

The  mean  age  of  213  persons  at  admission  increases,   and  that  the  probability  of  re* 

was  36^  years ;  the  mean  age  of  195  at  the  coveij  declines,  as  age  advances. 


time  of  the  first  attack  of  insanity  was        The  sex,  age,  and  stage  of  the 

stated  to  be  32^  yean.  are  the  principal  internal  causes  that  infiuence 

The  probable  future  duration  qf  insanity  the  mortality,  except  the  form  cf  the  disease 

has  beien  shewn   to  be    2^    yean    at  the  which,  exclusive  of  congenital  idiotcy,  may 

time  of  admission ;    for,  in  2^  yean,  the  be,  perhaps,  reduced  to  ao  element  already 

1,000  cases  are    reduced    to    509.      The  discussed  —  the   **  etaft  of  the   disease.'' 

chances  that  a  patient  will,  or  will  not,  re-  The  influence  of  complioations,  of  sex,  and 

main  insane  2^  yean,  are  509  to  491,  or  of  age,  may  be  assumed  to  be  nearly  the 

nearly  equal.     Among  those  who  remain  same  in  the  licensed  bouses  and  Hanwell, 

insane  half  a  year  after  admission,  the  pro-  as  in  ordinary  asyl\uns — the  asylum,  for 

bable  fiiture  duration  of  the  disease  is  nearly  instance,  at  Gloucester,  where  the  mortality 

4  yean.  does  not  exceed  7  per  c^t.  annually.     The 

The  probability  qf  recovery  at  admission  mortality  of    7    per  cenW  may  be  fairly 

=  VWAr  =  380  J  of  dying  insane  =  -flfl/^  =  ascribed  to  insanity.     The  excess  above  this 

'620.     Half  a  year  after  admission  the  pro-  must  be  attributed  to  the  diseases  genereted  by 

bability  of  recovery  is  m  =  347  ;  of  dying  thelimitedspacein  which  the  unhappy  lunatics 

insane  f|^  =  '663.    The  numben  in  juxta-  are  confined ;    to  the  collection  of  large 

position,  in  columns  b  and  c,  express  the  numben  under  the  same  roof ;  the  imparity 


MORTALITY  OP  LUNATICS. 


d3S 


of  the  atmosphere ;  the  want  of  ezerciae 
and  wannth  ;  the  poor  unvaried  diet ;  and 
the  deficiency  of  medical  attendance*.  But 
the  inflnence  of  these  agenta  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  a  parliamentary  inquiry  ;  and 
it  win  not  be  denied  that  the  causes  should 
be  investigated  which  raised  the  mortality  of 
lunatics  sdx)ve  the  standard — 57  per  cent, 
among  private  patients,  71  per  cent,  at 
Hanwell,  and  200  per  cent,  among  paupers 
in  the  large  licensed  houses ! 

The  Bethlem  Hospital  differs  essentially 
from  the  Hanwell  Asylum,  as  well  as  from 
the  majority  of  tbe  licensed  houses,  in  the 
stricter  selection  of  patients  for  admission. 
By  the  rules,  the  following  cases  are  in- 
admissible : — ^lunatics  who  have  been  insane 
for  more  than  twelve  months  ;  who  have  been 
discharged  uncured  from  other  hospitals ;  in 
a  state  of  idiotcy  ;  afflicted  with  palsy,  or 
with  epileptic  or  convulsive  fits  ;  and  suffer- 
ing from  any  dangerous  disease.  Notwith- 
standing the  instructions  in  the  admission 
papers,  the  petitions  of  58  out  of  311  (19  per 
cent.)  who  applied  in  1836,  were  rejected. 
Tlie  patients  are  not    allowed  to   remain 


longer  than  one  year.  253  lunatics  ad- 
mitted in  1836  had  been  insane  83  days,  on 
an  average ;  117  had  been  insane  less  than 
a  month. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to 
determine  the  mortality  of  this  selected 
class  of  lunatics  for  12  months.  But,  if 
dangerous  symptoms  come  on  at  Bethlem, 
the  patients  are  dismissed,  when  practicable, 
as  improper  objecU.  Thus  of  3026  dis- 
charged in  10  years,  829  were  dismissed 
uncured,  483  as  improper  objects t  and  145 
died.  A  great  number  of  the  **  improper 
objects"  would  die  soon  after  they  left 
Bethlem ;  and  their  dangerous  state,  or 
supposed  incurability,  was  the  all^^  cause 
of  their  dismissal.  Paralysis,  however 
slight,  even  of  a  finger,  is  the  forerunner  of 
death  in  the  insane ;  and  of  210  dismissed 
as  improper  objects  (1831-36),  87  were 
paralytic,  59  '*  sick  and  weak,"  24  epileptic, 
4  apoplectic,  2  had  "  fits,'*  and  28  were 
idiotic. 

The  lunatics  at  Bethlem  are  divided  into 
three  classes:  '^curables,"  "incurables," 
and  "  criminals." 


Curable  Lunatice,  1827-39. 


Admitted 
Discharged 


Discharged  as  cured 

Improper  objects 

Dead 

At  request  of  friends 

Uncured 

Leave  of  absence  expired      .     .     . 
Out  on  leave  of  absence    .... 

Years  of  life 

„     (exclusive  of  those  out  on  leave  ) 
of  absence) > 


Men. 


1168 
1145 


545 
236 
75 
19 
254 
16 
49 


637 


Women. 


1707 
1654 


961 
166 
69 
17 
422 
19 
73 


1002 


Toita, 


2875 
2799 


1506 
402 
144 

36 
676 

35 
122 


1639 
1371 


21  of  the  lunatics  on  the  list  of  the  hospi- 
tal were  constantly  out  on  leave  of  absence ; 
and  during  the  13  years,  122  individuals 
were  dischwged  as  *  *  out  on  leave  of  absence.  * ' 

Of  100  **  curable"  patients  discharged, 
54*5  were  cured,  5*2  died.  The  mean  term 
of  treatment  was  '586  year,  =  7  months; 
or  *49  year,  =  6  months,  if  the  time  spent 
out  of  Uie  hospital,  on  leave  of  absence,  be 
excluded.    The  lunatics  discharged  as  **  im- 

*  The  diet  and  the  condition  of  lunatics  at 
Hanwell  have  been  latterly  ameliorated  very  con- 
•iderahly  by  tbe  Visiting  Jiutices,  at  tbe  soinret- 
tion  of  the  present  accomplished  Physician ;  and 
tlie  mortality  may  be  expected  to  be  reduced  in 

KDportion.    It  is  also  rfght  to  state  that  in  some 
enaed  hoases  tbe  mortality  of  private  patients 
does  not  exceed  7  per  cent. 


proper  objects"  were  14*5  per  cent. ;  a 
considerable  portion  of  whom  would  have 
been  numbered  with  the  dead  if  they  had 
remained. 

The  annual  mortality  was  8'8;  the  re- 
coveries 92*  per  cent.;  24*5  per  cent  were 
discharged  as  improper  objects ;  43*4  were 
dischaiiged  uncured ;  2*1  were  out  on  leave 
of  absence.  171  were  discharged  annually 
out  of  a  constant  population  of  100. 

If  the  deaths  which  occur  among  those  out 
on  leave  of  absence  are  not  recorded,  the 
annual  mortality  to  100  resident  in  Bethlem 
is  10*5. 

IneurabUe, — 72  **  ineurablee**  were  ad- 
mitted; 72  discharged  (33  men,  39  women), 
and  the  average  number  resident  for  13  years 
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was  64*2.  Hie  years  of  life  were  therefore  ss  to  the  County  Aiylttm  by  two  justicei  of  tbe 

64*2X13=834.  Nine  incanbles  were  cared,  peace  on  the  oertiflcate  of  any  phyaidan, 

39  died,  and  24  were  discharged  at  the.  re-  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  asaert&g  that  the 

quest  of  their  Mends.  **  sidd  person  appMn  to  be  insane  of  mind." 

Of  100  cases  13  reoorered,  33  did  not  2,780  pauper  lunatics  are  confined  under 

recoTer,  and  54  died.   One  in  11*6,  =  6  per  these  certificates  in  the  county  asylums*, 

cent,  were  discharged  annually;  the  mean  But  there  are   1,389  lunatics,  and  7,007 

term  of  residence  was  11*6  years.     1  in  idiots, '' under  the  care  of  the  parish  officers 

21,  =  4*7  per  cent,  died,  and  1  per  cent,  as  in-door  or  out-door  paupers."    Many  of 

was  cured  annually.  them  are  necessarily  under  restraint,  widiout 

"Incurables"  is  an  improper  term;  but  either  warrant  or  certificate;  which  is  only 

it  is  a  recognition  of  the  law  t&at  recovery  is  required  when  the  parishes  think  it  necessary 

infrequent  in  advanced  stages  of  insanity.  to  send  them  to  a  public  asylum,  where 

Criminali. — In  the  13  years  71  criminal  their  treatment  costs  two  or  three  times  as 

lunatics  were  admitted  at  Bethiem  (56  men,  much  as  the  workhouse  fiure. 
15  women);    51  were  discharged,  namely.        Paupers  may  be  sent  to  licensed  mad- 

26  died,  2  escaped,  and  23  recovered.    The  houses  by  a  justice,  or  by  the  (^dating 

average  number  resident  was  57*3,  the  years  clergyman  and  overseer,  with  one  medical 

of  life  745.  certificate ;  and  other  persons  may  be  sent 

Of  100  cases,  45  recovered,  51  died.  Tlie  to  a  licensed  house  by  any  layman,  upon  the 

annual  rate  of  mortality  was  3*5,  of  recovery  certificates  of  any  two  medical  menf.     It 

3*1  per  cent.;  the  mean  term  of  treatment  appears  also  that  by  law,  any  person  whom 

deduced  from  the  years  of  life,   and  the  the  governors  choose  to  admit  as  a  lunatic, 

number  discharged,  was  14^  years.    The  may  be  confined  at  Bethiem,  or  St.  Luke's 

numbers  admitted  and  discharged  in  the  11  Hospital,  for  an  unlimited  time, 
years  (1827-37)  were  nearly  equal  (36  and        The  liberation  of  persons  in  confinement 

39) ;  and  the  years  of  life  divided  by  the  as  lunatics,  takes  place  under  no  better  regu* 

number  discharged  =  ^  =  16*7  years.  lation.  Medical  visitors  have  been  appointed. 

It  is  evident  that  several  of  the  criminals,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Lyndhurst,  "  to  see 

such  as  Oxford,  cannot  properly  be  said  to  that  the  Chancery  lunatics  are  well  cared  for^ 

labour  under  insanity — ^in  the  sense  of  a  but  above  all  to  wateh  the  hoit  gUmmerlmff 

disease.     It  is,  if  any  thing,  like  idiotcy,  a  qf  returning  sanity,  and  »ee  that  the  parties 

congenital  misdevelopment  of  the  brain.  are  not  detained  one  day  longer  than  neeet^ 

The  number  of  recoveries  is  considerable  eary,"    The  rdatives,  parish  officers,  pro- 

at  Bethiem,  but  less  than  at  some  private  prietors,  justices  in  petty-sessions,  and  the 

asylums,  notwithstanding  the  careful  selection  Metropolitan  Commissioners,  release  lunatics 

.of  cases.    The  mortality  is  reduced  by  ex-  from  the  licensed  houses;  but  the  mode  in 

eluding  dangerous  cases,  and  by  dismissing  which  this  is  effected  is  by  no  means  satis- 

the  patients  on  the  verge  of  death  as  "  im-  fkctory.  "  When  once,"  says  Colonel  Sykes, 

proper  objects."    It  is  difficult,  under  these  "they  (pauper  lunatics)  get  shut  up  in  a 

circumstances,  to  account  for  the  death  of  mad-house,  it  is  indeed  difficult  for  them  to 

nine  or  ten  in  100  annually,  upon  any  other  regain  their  libertyt."    Lunatics  are  dis- 

suppodtion  than  (hat  the  mortality  is  high  charged  at  the  discretion  of  the  visiting 

at  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  in  Betiilem.  justices  from  the  county  as^ms;  by  the 

The  last  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  governors  from  Bethiem,  St.  Luke's,  and 

mons  on  Lunatics,  stated  in  their  report,  other  hospitals  supported  by  subscription; 

**  It  has  been  clearly  established  in  evidence,  and  by  the  parish  officer  from  workhouses, 
that  there  is  no  due  precaution  iri'M  reepect        Many  cases  of  abuse  have  occurred  under 

to  the  eerti/leates  qf  admietion,  to  the  con-  the  present  system,  which  will  be  probably 

eideration  qf  diieharge,  or  to^  the  applica-  thought  by  the  Society  to  require  extensive 

tion  of  any  curative  process,  to  the  mental  alterations.    And  dtiiough  tiuBre  would  be 

malady*^"    Lunatics  under  confinement,  it  much  difference  of  opinion  on  many  points, 

ahould  be  well  recollected,  are  prisoners s  all  will  probably  agree  that  no  person  should 

and^  every    one  will  admit  that  the    de-  he  placed  under  restraint  as  a  lunatic  in 

priving  a  man  of  his  personal  liberty,  or  asylumSf  hospitals,  or  houses  qf  any  kind, 

turning  loose  a  lunatic  on  society,  are  acts  who  has  not  been  examined  by  a  public 

involving  great  responsibility, — a  responsi-  ojlcer,  practically  acquainted  with  insanity. 

bility  which,  if  it  exist  at  all,  is  very  imper-  I  would   therefbre  suggest  that  by  some 

fiect  in  the  present  state  of  the  law.     In  modification  of  the  present  system  of  inspec- 

order  to  deprive  a  lunatic  of  his  estates,  a  ■ 

™  JSrS."lJI!I."!l'  ^"f^ '  ^l^       •  «^»'»  to  the  H«ue  of  Common.  Sth  J»lr. 

person  who  has  been  seven  days  chargeable  1836. 


to  the  parish  may  be  committed  as  a  lunatic  t  9  Geo.  IV.  c.  40;  2  and  a  WiU.  IV.  e.  107; 
I 3  and  4  WiU.  IV.  c.  107. 

.  „ ,  ..^  ♦  Journal  of  the  Ststistical  Society,  vol.  HI. 

•  Hsport,  im,  p.  4.  p.  146. 
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Hon/the  ciRmmBtaiioefl  of  every  hmatic  con-  extracted  from  his  Commentaries  on 

fined  ihould  be  inyestigated  personally  by  a  the  History  and  Cure  of  Diseases,  as 

crown  oflioer,  and  reooided  preriona  to  com-  presenting   a   plain    account    of    the 

mittal,  at  tbe  expiration  of  every  quarter  of  affection,  and  a  proper  introduction  to 

a  year  after  admisiion,  and  at  the  time  of  gome  remarks  as    to    its  nature  and 

disuuMal.  The  wet  and  age,  the  stage,  form,  pathology. 

and  complicationf,  of  inaamty^ould  be  «  There'  is  a  disorder  of  the  treast 

"'*«"*?^'  ?^^ ***T*^  .^^  y^^  ^  marked  with  strong  and  peculiar  symp- 

J5r^.HfV^*!^.^..^E?^.J!?^;  toms,    considerabll  for'^e    kini   of 


an  invaluable  statistical  check  on  the  resnlta         .  .    ^ ...  .  .  ^ 

of  treatment  would  be  obtained.  and  sense  of  strangling   and    anxiety 

'  We  may  then  discover  the  causes  of  In-  With  which  it  is  attended,  may  make  it 

sanity,  the  laws  which  regulate  its  course,  not  improperly  be  called  angina  pec- 

the  ciixnunstanoes  by  which  it  is  influenced,  toris.    They  who  are  afflicted  with  it 

and  either  avert  its  visitations,  or  mitigate  are  seized  while  they  are  walking  (more 

their  severity ;  perhaps,  in  a  later  age,  save  especially  if  it  be  up  hill,  and  soon  after 

mankind  from  its  inflictions,  or,  if  this  can-  eating)  with  a  pamful  and  most  dis* 

not  be,  at  any  rate  ensure  the  sofierers  mer-  agreeable  sensation  in  the  breast,  which 

ciftil  treatment.  seems  as  if  it  would  extinguish  life,  if 

it  were  to  increase,  or  continue ;   but 

801,1  the  moment  they  stand  still,  all  this 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  REFLECTIONS  ''''^^^^S    ^^^^5*'       ^1  ,?^  . ''**?^' 

^^  respects  the  patients  are,  at  the  begin- 

THE  NATUKE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  ^^"S.  °^  ^}^  disorder,  perfectly  weU 

AKOTOA  PFrrnuia  ?"^  ^?  particular  have  no  shortness  of 

ANGINA  PECTORIS,  breath,  from  which  it  is  totally  different. 

AND  OF  ANALOOOV8  8TATSS.  Thc  paiu  is  somctimcs  situated  in  the 

By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino,  upper  part,  sometimes  in  the  middle, 

Lectunr  on  Pathology  at  Ouy'i  HoqiitaL  sometimes  at  the  bottom  of  the  OS  stemi, 

r  n^  jx    «^  J.    f  ^     ^  T  ^n"  O"^^  ™ore  inclined  to  the  left  than 

[Jbr  ike  Medteal  Oaiettt\  ^^  ^y^^  y-gi^j.  g.^^       jj  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

[ContlnuedliDm  p.  18S.]  frequently  extends  from  the  breast  to 

,       '"^  .  the  middle  of  the  left  arm.    The  pulse 

Dr.     HeOerdm  $    account    qf    mgtna,  j^^  ^  i^^^  sometimes,  not  disturbed  by 

Theory  1^  the fint  attack;  the  tdeaqf  this  pain,  as  I  have  had  opportunities 

spasm;  (^ the  state  qf  the  l^wntncle;  of  observing  by  feehng  the  pulse  during 

of  the  right  ventricle;  qf  the  aorta.-^  the  paroxysm.     Males  are  most  liable 

Cases :  remarks.  to  this  disease,  especially  such  as  have 

Cub  former  introductory  remarks  con-  passed  their  fifteenth  year.     After  it 

ceminj^  Uie  heart  in  its  exalted  states  nas  continued  a  year  or  more,  it  will 

of  activity,  and  in  its  deteriorations  as  not    cease   so    instantaneously   upon 

life  advances,  will  be  seen  to  apply  to  standing  still ;  and  it  will  come  on  not 

all  forms  of  cardiac  disorder,  though  in  only  when  the  persons  are  wfdkincp, 

very  various  demes.     We  may  now  but  when  they  are  lyingdown,especialfy 

approach  more  closely  to  some  specific  if  they  lie  on  the  left  side,  ana  oblige 

considerations.  them  to  rise  up  out  of  their  beds.    In 

It  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  find  a  some   inveterate   cases  ^  it    has   been 

simple  history  of  angina,  unless  we  brought  on  by  the  motion  of  a  horse 

should,  take  some  single  recorded  in-  or  a  carriage,  and  even  by  swallowing, 

stance :  but  this  remanL  is  introduced,  coughing,  going  to  stool,  or  speaking, 

to  explain,  in  a  measure,  the  obscurity  or  any  disturbance  of  mind.    Such  are 

and  confusion  in  which  the  subject  has  the  most  usual  appearances   of   this 

been  involved  by  the  additions  made  disease ;   but  some  varieties  may  be 

to   the  characters,  without   any  dis-  met  with.      Some  have  been  seised 

tinction  of  cases,  by  many  successive  while   they   were   standing   stiU,    or 

authors.  sitting ;  also  upon  first  wakmg  out  of 

The  foUowing  description  of  an^a  sleep:  and  the  pain  sometimee  reaches 

pectoris,    which   was    first  especially  to  the  right  arm,  as  well  as  to  the  left, 

noticed   and  named  by  Heberden,  is  and  even  down  to  the  hands ;  but  this 

703.— xxviii,  Z 
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is  uncommon :  in  a  very  few  instances  wasted  organ,  and  thus  become  the 
the  arm  has  at  the  same  time  been  cause  of  death.  If  we  desire  to  know 
numbed  and  swelled.  In  one  or  two  what  to  seek,  and  where  to  look,  for  the 
persons  the  pain  has  lasted  some  hours,  explanation  of  different  cases,  we  must 
or  even  days  j  but  this  has  happened  regard  the  relative  importance  of  every 
when  the  complaint  has  been  of  long  part,  the  condition  of  each,  and  its 
standing,  and  thoroughly  rooted  in  the  burthen  in  comparison  of  its  powers  of 
constitution.  Once  only  the  very  first  resistance  or  contraction, 
attack  continued  the  whole  night.  I  It  is  almost  unimportant,  perhaps,  to 
have  seen  nearly  a  hundred  people  enforce  the  fact,  that  Heberden's  notice 
under  this  disorder,  of  which  number  refers  to  widely  opposite  states :  here 
there  have  been  three  women,  and  one  the  pulse  unaltered,  there  actual  faint- 
boy  twelve  years  old ;  all  the  rest  were  ing;  in  one  case  the  sufferer  may  ex- 
men  near  or  past  the  fiftieth  year  of  ert  himself  to  produce  several  attacks 
their  age.  Persons  who  have  perse-  in  succession ;  m  another,  he  is  seized 
vered  in  walking  till  the  pain  has  in  bed,  or  upon  the  occurrence  of  veiy 
returned  four  or  five  times,  have  then  moderate  mental  excitement.  The 
sometimes  vomited.  The  termination  pains,  the  feelings  of  distress,  and  the 
of  the  angina  pectoris  is  remarkable ;  characters  of  the  patients,  are  equally 
for  if  no  accident  intervene,  but  the  various :  bovs  and  women,  adults  and 
disease  ^o  on  to  its  height,  the  patients  old  men,  will  hardly  allow  us  to  reason 
all  suddenly  fall  down,  and  perish  in  the  same  train  for  all  cases, 
almost  immediately ;  of  wbich,  indeed,  In  the  primitive  attacks  of  angina 
their  frequent  faintnesses  and  sensa-  in  a  person  said  to  be  healthy,  we  find 
tions,  as  if  all  the  powers  of  life  were  little  or  nothing  more  than  the  full 
failing,  afibrd  no  obscure  intimation,  exercise  of  the  circulatorv  and  respira- 
The  an^na  pectoris,  as  far  as  I  have  tory  functions  impeded  for  a  moment 
been  able  to  investigate,  belongs  to  the  —embarrassed,  as  it  may  seem,  by  the 
class  of  spasmodic,  not  of  inflammatory  failure  of  some  particular  part.  We 
complaints ;  for —  place  the  fault  in  the  left  ventricle  and 

In  the  first  place,  the  access  and  the  its  orifices.     The  lungs  experience  a 

recess  of  the  fit  is  sudden.  transitory  turgescence,  which  is  at  once 

2dly,  There  are  long  intervals  of  per-  relieved  by  standing  still ;  as  the  venous 

feet  health.  valves  and  right  heart  are  thus  left  at 

3dly,  Wine  and  spirituous  liouors,  ease,  and  the  left  ventricle  and  aorta, 

and  opium,  afford  considerable  relief.  which  are  also  directly  relieved  by  the 

4thly,  It  is  increased  by  disturbance  comparative    suspension    of  muscular 

of  the  mind.  exertion,  are  allowed  to  regain  a  ca^ 

5thly,  It  continues  many  years  with-  pacity  which  admits  of  more  easy  pUy* 

out  any  other  injury  to  the  health.  and  complete  action. 

6thly,  In  the  beginning  it  is  not        Why  tile  subsequent  attacks  are  suc- 

brought  on  by  riding  on  horseback,  or  cessively  more  slow  in  subsiding,  is  to 

in  a  carriage,  as  is  usual  in  diseases  be  explsdned  probably  by  reference  to 

arising  from  scirrhus  or  inflammation,  the  very  same  opinion,  that  we  should 

7thTy,  During  the  fit  the  pulse  is  not  advance  to  account  for  the  more  ready 

quickened.  production  of  the  attacks  in  the  later 

Lastly,   Its  attacks  are  often  after  periods  of  the  disease.   It  seems  natural 

the  first  sleep,  which  is  a  circumstance  enough  that  the  defective  parts,  what- 

common  to  many  spasmodic  disorders."  ever  mey  may  be,  should  become  more 

— Chap.  70,  Pectoris  dolor,  page  303.  and  more  derang:ed  permanently,  and 

Now,  widi  respect  to  the  term  angina,  also  more  susceptible  of  actual  distur- 
we  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  has  bance,  as  by  incompetence  when  over- 
been  much  too  indiscriminately  used,  tasked,  and  thus,  in  fine,  less  and  less 
The  sudden  anomalous  diseases  of  the  able  to  regain  or  return  to  their  proper 
heart  cannot  be  all  of  one  kind ;  indeed  functions  with  facihty. 
the  early  and  simple  attack,  and  the  Some  may  be  inclined  to  inquire, 
later  and  complicated  paroxysm,  are  can  it  be,  as  spasm  is  produced  in  young 
widely  different,  and  it  is  equally  cer-  and  muscular  persons  by  exertion  (as 
tain  that  one  si^dfic  state,  with  a  in  the  gastrocnemii),  that  so  the  ven- 
serious  train  of  sPSptoms  in  a  strong  tricle  may  become  contracted  spas- 
heart,  may  give  place  to.  another  in  a  modicaUy  ? 
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We  Are  very  unwilling  to  suspect  function  in  the  right  ventricle  come  to 
this,  for  the  affection  does  not  seem  be  considered  with  attention,  there  will 
ever  to  be  accompanied  by  spasm  of  be  no  need  of  much  argument  to  show 
any  voluntary  muscles,  nor,  indeed,  is  that  the  right  heart,  at  times,  has  a 
the  age  of  angina  that  of  muscular  very  close  and  efficient  propulsive  ac- 
spasm  or  true  cramp,  and  still  less  can  tion ;  but  it  may  require  some  addi- 
we  suj^pose  that  the  subsequent  attacks  tional  reflection  to' show  that,  with 
occur  in  an  organ  susceptible  of  such  gradually  increasing  calls  to  exertion, 
contractions.  If  the  disorder  were  of  and  only  moderately  increased  disten- 
this  kind,  it  would  hardly  manifest  it-  sion,  the  force  and  precision  of  this 
self  as  it  does  :  not  to  be  at  once  fatal,  part  of  the  circulation  is  still  uninter- 
to  be  relieved  by  resting,  and  to  be  rupted  by  reflux,  and  especially  if  the 
capable  pretty  constantly  of  other  and  cavity  be  well  nourished,  as  in  the 
better  explanations  (as  we  think),  are  prime  of  life,  or  before  the  due  pro- 
excuses  enough  for  a  brief  notice  of  portions  of  this  period  are  materially 
spasm  at  this  time.    But,  assuming  the  altered. 

general  fact  of  the  exalted  state  of  the  On  the  whole  it  is  most  manifest 
heart's  functions,  previous  to  the  flrst  that,  up  to  a  certain  moment,  all  the 
anginal  seizure,  the  free  diastole  and  circulatory  actions  of  a  propulsive  kind 
svstole  of  ventricles,  and  fullest  play  of  may  be  unrestrained  and  copious.  We 
the  valves,  let  us  inquire  which  is  the  part  would  suppose  no  need,  or  at  least  the 
to  be  most  suspected  of  failure.  The  flrst  smallest  effect,  of  a  safety  value.  We 
reply  would  be,  surely,  that  part  which  would  not  allow  that  disturbance  in  the 
is  originally  the  weakest,  or  which  may  right  ventricle  should  make  itself  felt 
be  fuready  the  most  defective,  or  in  the  way  of  aneina.  We  put  the 
which  possesses  the  least  power  of  difficulty^  in  the  left  ventricle.  Does 
regulating  its  own  efforts ;  and  all  this,  this  cavity  become  suddenly  inefficient, 
as  we  suppose,  points  to  the  aortic  and  primarily ,  thus  involving  the  mitral 
valves.  The  force  which  might  over-  valve,  &c.  P  We  are  not  inclined  to 
distend  the  left  heart  dcj)ends  on  the  this  as  a  common  explanation,  with  re- 
right  ventricle,  and  is  in  a  measure  spect  to  a  strong  or  healthy  ventricle, 
regulated  by  the  lungs;  the  power  If,  however,  it  be  possible  for  any 
which  dilates  the  aorta  and  its  orifice  state  to  be  brought  about  by  which 
is  the  over-excited  left  ventricle.  particular  parts  may  be  rendered  ineffi- 

As  to  the  right  heart,   we  cannot  cient,  we  shall  leave  it  to  others  to 

here  enter  upon  its  peculiarities ;  and  show  what  is  so  likely  to  occur  as  the 

as  to  the  mitral  valve,  we  are  not  un-  undue  yielding  of  the  aorta*,  and  the 

willing  to  admit  that  it  may  suddenly  consequent  incompetence  of  its  valves, 

become  imperfect,  and  especiallv  sup-  under  the  impulses  of  the  blood  from 

posing  the  aorta  has  flrst  yielded  to  the  most  powerful  cavity,  in  its  most 

excess.    If  the  affection  were  located  violent  efforts,tiie  arterial  system  being 

in  the  right  heart,  we  should  rather  at  the  same  time   subject  to  varying 

expect  it  as  the  sequel  of  sudden  exer-  degrees  of  obstruction, 

tions  and  obstructed  breathing,  than  of  Of  course  we  are  here  considering 

the  state  of  second  wind.    But  the  fact  only  the  first  onset  of  the  active  form 

of  a  safety  valve  in  this  part  is  a  suffi-  of  angina,  or  rather  of  one  single  form, 

cient  objection  to  the  application  of  the  The  observations  of  the  most  severe 

views  which  may  be    contended  for  and   certain    disorganizations    of  the 

with  respect  to  tne  left  heart,  where  aortic  valves  we  conceive  to  be  suffi- 

the  valves  are  naturally  strong  and  ciently  corroborative    of   our  present 

close,  although  they  may  suddenly  be-  opinions.    These  are  cases  of  marked 

come  inadequate.     Imperfect  valvular  distress,  and  differ  chiefly  from  angina, 

action  on  the  ri^ht  side  is  relief;  on  the  in  being  permanent,  and  more  speedily 

left  side,  ei^pecially  if  sudden,  it  is  or    certainly    fatal.       In    angina  the 

almost  death.      Supposing,    however,  heart  more  or  less  suddenly  receives 

the  full  play  of  the  tnoracic  organs  to  an  increased  ouantity  of  blood,  and 

be  brought  about  steadily,  it  is  evident  is  oppressed,    in  the  original  cases  of 

that  the  less  the  reflux  on  the  right  retroverted   valves,   recorded   by    Dr. 

side,  the  more  the  efforts  of  the  lungs     

and  left  ventricle  would  be  required.  ,  ^^^  may  be  •  «ui*  \n  wbich  the  mere  dll*. 

When  the  views  of    a  safety-valve  tationoftbe  aorta  ^vetriM  to  pain. 
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Hodgkin  in  the  Medical  Gazbtte  Wanii  water,  tincture  of  opium,  and 
(vol.  iii.  p.  443),  or  at  least  in  the  brandy  and  water,  all  seemed  to  relieve 
most  marked  of  these,  the  characters  of  him  temporarily, 
angina  are  but  little  concealed.  The  At  this  period  he  was  ordered 
left  ventricle  being  permanently  op-  Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  j. ;  Pil.  Hydnurg.  gr.  iv. 
pressed  is  to  be  compared  to  the  same  Omni  noote  sumend. 
cavity  in  the  end^  of  old  angina,  or  in  And  a  draught,  to  be  taken  twice  a  day, 
the  state  of  the  weakest  heart.  consistiiig  of  Magnesiie  Carb.  gr.  zv. ; 
The  following  case  of  angina  will  Ol.  Pimeiite,  gtt.  j. ;  Tinct.  Gent. 
serve  to  illustrate  the  defective  condi-  Tinct.  Aurant.  aa.  jiae. ;  AquK,  5IX. 
tion  of  the  aortic  valves.  It  occurred  Good  diet  with  bottled  porter  were 
under  the  observation  of  Mr.  H.  H.  likewise  enjoined,  and  gradually  the 
Handey,  of  Upper  Stamford  Street,  to  fits  decreased  in  violence  and  duration, 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  history,  and  were  reduced  to  two  in  the  twenty- 
Mr.  A.  F.  M.,  ffit.  47,  a  spare  and  (our  hours ;  and  on  the  third  day  he 
leucophlegmatic  person,  had  an  injury  travelled  136  miles  to  London,  hoping 
eight  years  ago,  vmich  was  supposed  to  that  his  native  air  might  prove  bene- 
have  nractured  the  spine ;  and  five  years  ficial.  One  fit  occurred  on  the  jour- 
back  he  suffered  from  a  fracture  of  the  ney,  and  for  nearly  a  month  he  went 
skull.  He  was  subject  to  flatulence  on  improving,  with  attacks  diminishing 
and  dyspeptic  symptoms,  with  palpi-  in  frequency  and  severity;  but  towards 
tation,  ana  a  pulse  which  sometimes  the  expiration  of  this  period,  having 
intermitted  about  every  eighth  beat,  spent  a  pleasant  evening  with  a  few 
On  ascending  a  hill  in  June  1839,  he  friends,  and  retired  in  apparent  health 
experienced  his  first  anginal  attack :  and  spirits,  he  was  heard  to  fall  in  his 
he  was  obliged  to  stop,  and  ultimately  room,  and  was  immediately  after  found 
return  home.    Some  brandy  and  water  lifeless. 

seemed  to  relieve  him.    The  second  The  severity   of  this   gentleman's 

attack  was  three  months  afterwards,  attacks  was  such  that  all  around  him 

and  the  pain  was  more  acute.    About  seemed  to  consider  it  matter  of  astonish- 

a  fortnight  later,  after  sitting  up  two  ment  that  he  had  lived  so  long, 

nights  and  days  with  a  patient,  another  The  examination  of  the  body  was 

paroxysm  came  on ;  he  was  bled  to  the  performed  by  Mr.  Jonas  King,  nearly 

lonount  of  sixteen  ounces,  and  went  to  three  days  after  death.    The  body  was 

bed ;  but  at  last  became  so  ill  that  he  that  of  a  tall   narrow-chested    man. 

was  oblk;ed  to  be  conveyed  to  his  own  The  costal  cartilages  were  soft.    There 

house.  On  the  second  day  Mr.  Handey  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  fat  on 

saw  him  in  the  morning,  a  paroxysm  the  abdomen  and  chest.     The  lungs 

having  just  passed  off.    His  counte-  were  pretty  healthy.    There  was  about 

nance   was    anxious,    and    the   pulse  a  table-spoonful  of  bloody  fluid  in  the 

feeble.    A  draught  of  warm  water  ap-  pericardium.     The  heart  was  large, 

peared  to  have  given  him  relief,     in  fat,  and  flaccid.    Both  ventricles  were 

the  evening  Mr.  Handey  was  called  to  a  good  deal  dilated :  the  right  was  of 

him  in  a  nesh  attack;  the  countenance  its  natural  thickness.    The  substance 

was  expressive  of  creat  agony;   the  of  the  ventricles  was  firm  and  pale,  and 

pulse  quick,  but  feeble;  ana  he  com-  the  act  of  cutting  into  the  left  ventricle, 

plained  of  intense  pain  across  the  chest,  more  particularly,  elicited  a  sound  like 

extending  to  near  the  insertions  of  the  that  produced  by  cutting  cartilage  with 

deltoid   muscles,   with    sensations   of  scissors,  but  in  a  very  slight  degree, 

choakin^,  and  of  palpitation,  and  also  All  the  valves  were  uniformly  thin, 

of  a  feeling  of  col<mess  down  the  back,  except  the  mitral,  which  had  two  or 

which  he  himself  referred  to  the  region  three  small  patches  of  thickening.  The 

of  the  descending  aorta.    He  spoke  of  aortic  valves  offered  pretty  well-marked 

his  lungs  as  if  screwed  in  a  vice.  Some  corpuscula ;  and  the  upper  parts  of  .the 

warm  tea  induced  eructation ;  and  he  valves  were  occupied  by  large  perfora- 

gradually  grew  easier.    He  took  some  tions,  angular  and  broad — one  or  two 

rnubarb,  and  rhubarb  with  calomel,  in  either  half  of  each  valve.     These 

and  continued  easy  for  a  week ;  after  seemed  to  take  up  nearly  all  the  natural 

which,  in  one  day  and  night,  he  expe-  surfaces  of  contact,  yet  there  were  some 

rienoedfivesevend  attacks,  each  lasting  partial  traces  of  contact  below  them, 

from  five  to  five-and-twenty  minutes.  The  aorta  was  rather  small  and  thin 
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Sketch  of  the  Aortic  ValTes,  shewing  numeroiu  and  large  perforations  in  those  parts  of  the 
curtains  which  hare  been  opposed  to  corresponding  parts  of  tlie  adjoining  curtains. 
There  may  still  be  seen  slight  sorfeces  (or  traces)  of  contact  below  the  free  edges,  or 
perforations*. 


througbout.  In  its  Hning,  immediately 
above  tbe  valves,  was  a  naxrow  line 
of  opaqae  deposit,  chiefly  anteriorly. 
The  coronary  arteries  seemed  ratber 
small.  The  stomacb  was  bealtby,  and 
contained  only  a  few  small  pieces  of 
undigested  matter.  Tbe  liver  was  ra- 
tber firm,  but  decomposing  as  well  as 
tbe  kidneys  (wbicb  were  soft),  and 
earlier  so  than  otber  parts.  Tbe  spleen 
was  large. 

Remarks. — It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
tbe  former  injuries  wbicb  tbis  gentle- 
man suffered  bad  induced  long  rest  to 
tbe  wbolebody,  and  tbis  may  bave  been 
tbe  cause  of  the  perforations  of  tbe 
crescentic  valves.  Tbe  peculiar  sense 
of  tboracic  constriction  we  may  refer  to 
tbe  lungs  in  dependence  on  sudden 
impediment  in  tbe  left  heart. 

We  would  by  no  means  assert  that 
all  the  pains  described  in  tbis  case  were 
not  from  tbe  physical  pressure  of  the 
heart:  tbe  choking  and  palpitation 
may  belong  alone  to  tbe  same  state  of 
distension. 

With  respect  to  tbe  estimation  of  tbe 

*  Surfaces  of  contact  indicate  the  quantities  of 
surplus  curtain  and  of  ordinary  valve.  Tbe  sur- 
plus curtain  is  called  into  use  when  the  great 
tube  dilateiL  but  if  contraction  of  the  membrsnes 
or  perforations  in  their  edfres,  or  both,  coincide 
with  dilatation  of  the  tube,  the  circfilation  ispro- 
portionably  fanpeded. 


influence  of  remedies,  it  is  most  evident 
that  posture  and  rest,  the  state  of  di- 
gestion, and  of  the  general  secretions, 
at  the  time  of  the  seizures,  must  be 
taken  almost  momentarily  into  the  ac- 
count, as  well  as  the  tendency  to  spon- 
taneous subsidence  of  the  paroxysm, 
before  we  can  form  a  judgment 
'  As  to  the  fatal  issue,  we  may  suppose 
that  cheerfulness  was  but  an  evil  guide, 
whether  we  regard  the  inducements  to 
indulgence,  or  the  temptation  to  a  little 
unusual  activity  of  the  limbs;  the 
state  of  the  stomach  indicated  plainly 
that  digestion  had  just  added  its  last 
to  tbe  circulating  mass. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  assume  pos- 
sitivelv  that  the  aortic  valves  were  con- 
cemea  in  the  production  of  death,  but 
we  do  not  doubt  that  thev  were  the 
cause  of  the  primary  attack,  and  we 
suspect  of  all. 

The  perforated  crescents  were  the 
only  object  which  we  had  previously 
directed  attention  to,  and  requested 
should  be  brought  away. 

At  page  753  of  the  last  volume  of  the 
Mbdical  Gazette,  a  preparation  is  de« 
scribed  ^No.  1396,  in  Guy's  museum), 
and  to  tnis  we  may  again  refer.  The 
aorta  is  much  dilated  and  diseased ;  its 
valves  are  materially  perforated,  as  in 
the  foregoing  case ;  and  the  ventricle 
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is  very  much  dilated  and  enfeebled,  posture  should  tend  to  relieve  this,  by 

Some  faintings  preceded  a  fatal  syn-  freeing  both  arteries  and  veins;    the 

cope.     Here  we  may  observe,  that  in  legs  snould  hang  over  the  bed,  per- 

proportion  as  the  attack  is  easily  pro-  haps,  and  the  muscular  system  be  left 

duced,  the  painful  sensations  are  not  to  exert  the  least   influence  on    the 

excited,  the  distension  being  but  slight,  vessels.    Of  course,  this  is  not  a  case 

It  is  not  intended  to  advance   these  to  suppose  distension  of  arteries,  al- 

cases  as  proofs  so  much  as  illustrations  though  they  may  be  too  full  for  the 

of  our  meaning.    The  last  approaches  weak  left  ventricle, 
more  to  the  state  of  feeble  hearts,  on       >Vc  have  had  the  pleasure  of  conai- 

which  wc  shall  not  dwell  at  this  time,  derin^  and  discussing  the  topics  before 

No.  1302,  in  the  Guy's  museum,  is  a  us  with  Dr.  Joseph  Ridee,  who  has 

"  heart  in  which  there  is  hypertrophy  very  carefully  and  successfully  invest!- 

and  dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  gated  them.     Dr.  Ridee  has  coUected 

dilatation  of  both  aiuicles,  without  ad-  some  cases  of  sudden  oieath  in  vigorous 

hesion  of  the  pericardium,  and  little  if  persons,  from  simple  obstruction  in  the 

any    valvular  disease.      The    patient,  orifices  of  the  coronary  arteries ;  and  it 

about  55  years  of  age,  died  very  sud-  may  be  hoped  that  he  will  shortly  pub- 

denly  :  he  had  long  been  affected  with  lish  his  views  of  enfeebled  and  wasted 

dyspnoea,    but  was    not  anasarcous."  hearts,  as  also  of  angina  generally.  For 

Dr.  Hodgkin  has  recorded  this  man's  this  reason,  we  have  for  the  present 

case ;  and  I  quote  it  for  the  sake  of  avoided  all  particular  reference  to  the 

remarking,  that  the  lacteal  absorption  absolutely  failing  heart,  although   it 

was  going  on  abundantlv,  which  is  an  will  be  found  that  this  is  a  topic  on 

indication  so  far  of  health,  while  the  which  our   reflections  are  constantly 

sudden  and   imexplained  death  may  verging^.  * 

well  be  supposed  to  have  depended  on        We  hope  that  already  it  tnay  be  seen 

the  additions  thus  made  to  tne  burden  that  these  kinds  of  reflections  will  help 

of  the  heart  or  lungs.  to  explain  many  symptoms.    And  they 

In  continuance  we  observe,  that  there  do  not  derogate  from  the  fact,  that  al- 
ls probably  some  degree  of  difference  though  distension  is  an  essential  con- 
between  every  ulterior  annual  attack  dition  of  almost  every  case  of  which 
and  that  which  preceded  it  5  but  the  we  treat,  the  chief  inconvenience  may 
contrast  between  the  earlier  and  later  be  in  different  parts,  and  in  different 
attacks  may  serve  to  explain  a  very  forms.  It  is  evident  that  when  the 
distinct  form  of  the  disease.  heart  is  most  susceptible  of  disturb- 

We  cannot  but  suppose  that,  from  ance,  the    patient's     merely    turning 

the  flrst,  the  disproportionate  states  of  cautiously  on  his  bed  may  so  impede 

the  heart  are  liable  to  increase ;  for  in-  the  aortic  circulation,  or  drive  on  such 

stance,     dilatation     supervening     on  an  additional  quantity  of  venous  blood, 

wasting  of  a  cavity  may  be  said  to  lay  as  to  induce  a   paroxysm.     On    die 

more  than  a  double  burden  upon  a  other  hand,  we  may  enforce  a  strong 

part  which  is  less  than  half  as  strong  contrast    in   the    case    of  an    organ 

as  formerly.  whose  disturbance  is  set  up  with  much 

But  now  let  us  compare  the  tolerably  difficulty,  and  with  difficulty  maintained 

sound  heart  of  one  case  with  the  wasted  or  aggravated. 

and  deteriorated  organ  in  another.     Is        Tne  gigantic  farmer,  mentioned  by 

it  not  manifest  that  the  debility  of  the  Dr.  Forbes  in  a  note,  seized  in  good 

ventricles  may  render  them  susceptible  health  with  a  simple  anguinal  attack, 

of  being  overwhelmed  by  distension  set  his  horse  into  a  canter,  (an  easy 

from  the  slightest  cause.  Even  in  sleep,  pace)   let   his  arms  hang  down,  and 

in  the  recumbent  posture,  when,  per-  balancing  himself  with  as  little  muscu- 

haps,  besides  the  £sadvantages  of  the  lar  exertion  as  possible,  endeavoured, 

more  easy  access  of  blood  to  the  ri^ht  as  he  thought,  to  overcome  the  ^s- 

ventricle,  digestion  may  still  be  add-  tressing  disorder,  while  in    truth  the 

ing  to  the  accumulation  of  blood,  and  heart  or  aorta  was  endeavouring  of  it- 

by  slow  degrees  the  ventricles  are  filled  self  to  regain  the  limits  of  easy  action, 

to  a  point  beyond  endurance,  and  the  being  already  in  a  degree  relieved  by 

manifestation  is  sudden  enough.  When  an  easier  motion  of  the  body,  and  by 

syncope  is  not  to  be  feared,  the  erect  gravitations,  &c.    This,  at  least,  is  our 
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explanation,  and  we  can  well  say  that  sensibility  as  the  urethra,  will,  by  long 

this,  and  the  preceding  case,  we  have  continuance,  often  produce  other  dis- 

tried  experimentally,  and  pretty  tho-  ease    in    the  neighbouring  organs  of 

roughly,  with  respect  to  dyspncea.  the  urinary  and  generative    systems, 

PTo  be  continued.]  ^^^^^  ^  S"^®  ^^  embitter,  if  it  does 

not  shorten,  the  life  of  the  sufferer; , 

It  is  now  many  years  since  I  intro- 

^^  duced  to  the  profession  an  account  of 

DILATATION  BY  FLUID  PRESSURE  practic(-fe  in  the  treatment  of  stricture 

IN  STRicTUEE  OF  THE  URETHRA.  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^d  had  Sufficient  exi^riencc 
to  recommend  as  substitutes  for  the 

To  the  Editor  qf  (he  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^  imperfect  and  sometimes  hazard- 

4  v  •nir  £iu»i/r  ^  t/fc  ^^cu>vu.  ^u^citc.  ^^^  mcasurcs  lu  common  use.       But 

Sir,  because   the   apparatus  recommended 

I  SHALL  feel  obliged  by  your  inserting  was  of^rather  a  complicated  descrip- 

in  the  next  number  of  the  Medical  tion,  as  compared  with  that  usually 

Gazette,  the  following  description  of  employed,  and  because  part  of  it  was 

instruments  used  in  stricture  of  the  constructed  on  mechanical  principles, 

urethra. — I  am,  sir,                                -  with  which  sureeons  generally  were 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  ^^^  famiUar,  it  has  either  not  been 

James  Aonott.  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^is  country  (where  the 
ai,  Kteroy  Square,  London,  French  modifications  of  plans  of  treat- 
May  stb,  1841.  ment  I  had  proposed  in  impervious 

stricture,  and  of  a  new  method  of  apply- 

Although  our  knowledge  of  the  ing  caustic,  are  almost  unknown),  or 
pathology  of  stricture  of  tne  urethra  in  so  imperfect  and  erroneous  a  manner, 
has  been  much  extended  by  the  labours  as  to  ^sappoint  expectation, 
of  Hunter  and  others,  the  treatment  The  purpose  oi  this  paper  is  to 
of  this  very  common  and  distressing  describe  a  modification,  wnich  I  have 
disease  difiers  at  the  present  day  in  no  lately  contrived,  of  the  instrument 
very  material  circumstance  from  that  employed  in  the  dilatation  of  stricture, 
which  was  followed  two  hundred  years  combining  the  essential  requisites,  for 
a^.  In  the  works  of  Wiseman,  pub-  general  use,  of  simplicity  of  construction 
lished  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  the  '  and  easiness  of  application;  and  I  can- 
various  practices  now  had  recourse  to  not  doubt,  from  its  great  and  manifest 
will  be  found  described.  He  mentions  superiority  over  the  means  commonly 
the  use  both  of  metallic  and  soft  had  recourse  to,  in  the  degree  of  relief 
bougies ;  the  application  of  caustic  is  afforded  by  it,  and  the  safety  and  quick- 
noticed,  a  practice  which  was  revived  ness  with  which  this  is  obtained,  that  it 
by  Hunter;  and  cases  are  related  in  only  requires  to  be  known  to  be  imme- 
whieh  the  operation  of  opening  the  diately  adopted, 
urethra  behind  the  stricture  was  per-  Dilatation  of  stricture  has  been 
formed,  instead  of  puncturing  the  efiected  in  two  wavs :  b^  instruments 
bladder — an  expedient  of  which  the  whicTi  operate  on  tne  principle  of  the 
late  eminent  Sir  Astley  Cooper  has  wedge,  opening  the  constricted  part  as 
been  deemed  the  ori^nal  proposer.  they  advance  m  the  canal,  of  which 

Unfortunately,  this  stationary  con-  description  are  bougies  and  sounds; 

dition,  during  the  progress  of  almost  and  by  instruments  which  are  them- 

every    other    department  of  surgery,  selves  capable  of  distension,  and  which, 

has  not  proceeded  from  the  treatment  by  being  made  to  enlarge  in  diameter 

of  stricture  having  attained  perfection,  whilst  within  the  stricture,  exert  their 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  acknowledged  to  dilating  force  from  the  centre  directly 

be  an  opprobrium  of  the  art.     The  outwards,   or,  as  it  may  be  termed, 

means  employed  are  admitted,  by  con-  eccentrically.    Amount  the  principal 

scientious  and  intelligent  surgeons,  to  advantages  of  eccentric  dilatation  over 

be,  in  almost  every  case,  but  palliative ;  that  of  the  wedge,  when  effected  by  a 

and  although  stncture  may  generally  proper  apparatus,  are — that  instruments 

be  much  rehevedbjr  such  means  applied  so  operating,  having  no  tendency  to 

from  time  to  time,  it  cannot  be  denied  stretch  or  tear  the  urethra  in  front  of 

that  the  irritation  which  accompanies  the  stricture,  by  pushing  on  the  stric- 

organic  changes  in  a  part  of  so  much  ture    after    having    passed    partially 
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through  it,  the  surgeon  is  enabled  b^ 
their  means  to  use  greater  force  ^if 
required)  with  safety,  than  with  rigid 
bougies  and  sounds,  which  have  this 
tendency;  that  there  is  no  danger,  from 
the  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
instrument  being  erroneously  attributed 
to  the  stricture  instead  of  the  wrong 
direction  of  its  point  of  the  sargeon'a 
piercing  the  siae  oi  the  cana^  and 
causing  efiiision  of  urine,  or  false  pas- 
sajge;  tnat  the  dilatation  bdn^  effected 
without  irritation  from  friction,  and 
following  the  yielding  structure,  may 
be  rapidfy  made ;  that  the  whole  of  a 
long  stricture  is  dilated  at  once,  or 
several  strictures  are  acted  ufon  at  the 
same  time,  instead  of  the  action  being 
nearly  confined,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
bougie,  to  the  front  or  fece  of  the  first 
stricture  i  and  that,  from  the  power  of 
enlarging  the  instrument  in  the  interior 
of  the  canal  to  any  sise,  the  dilatation 
of  the  diseased  part  may  be  carried  to 
any  greater  extent  than  the  diameter 
of  the  out^  orifice  of  the  urethra,  so  as 
to  affi>rd  the  best  means  of  efifecting  a 
permanent  cure. 

The  apparatus  used  for  dilatation,  on 
the  principle  just  explained,  consists 
essentially  of  a  strong  membranous 
tube  of  fixed  dimensions,  which  is 
placed,  in  its  empty  or  collapsed  state, 
within  the  stricture,  and  then  injected 
with  fluid.  I  have  used  such  a  fluid 
dilator,  with  various  modifications,  ac« 
cording  to  peculiarities  of  cases.  The 
form  of  instrument  most  easily  con- 
structed and  applied,  and  which  has 
not  as  yet  been  described,  is  merely  a 
varnished  silk  tube  of  the  required 
diameter,  and  of  a  length  to  extend 
from  the  orifice  to  a  little  beyond 
the  stricture,  closed  at  one  end,  and 
having  a  small  metallic  connecting 
piece  at  the  other,  into  which  the 
injecting  syringe  may  be  screwed. 
This  tube,  by  means  of  a  slieht  coating 
of  wax^  composition,  is,  for  uie  purpose 
of  passing  easily,  rolled  into  the  form  of 
a  common  plaster  bougie ;  and  when  it 
is  not  required  to  be  of  very  small 
diameter  in  its  collapsed  state,  the  re- 
quisite stiffness  may  oe  given  to  it  by 
rolling  it  upon  a  small  catgut  or  stilet 
A  woven  silk  tube  properly  varnished 
would  be  perfectly  water-tight;  but 
this  is  of  less  importance,  as  a  thick 
mucilaginous  liquid  will  not  escape 
but  very  slowly  trom  a  very  imperfect 
tube  made  by  sewing  together  the  edges 


of  a  riband.  This  instrament,  which 
may  be  described  as  a  dilatable  boogie^ 
is  as  durable,  and  may  be  made  at  as 
little  expense,  as  any  instrument  used 
in  the  treatment  of  stricture. 


Fio.  1. 


Fio.  2.         Fio.  3. 


'C 


^ 


Fia.  1.  A dilatorwf th  t  membnnoai ditteiiBl- 
ble  tube  of  greater  diameter  than  the  orifioe  of 
the  urethra.  It  it  ii^ected  by  a  ijrrinn  haviaf 
a  piiton-rod  in  the  form  of  a  Krew,  which  tomi 
in  a  deorenion  on  the  top  of  the  pitton.  The 
syringe  in  connected  with  the  metallic  tube  eC  the 
dilator  by  a  flexible  tube  of  material  Imperrioaa 
to  air.  or  any  thick  nrndlaginous  llcpild  ii^ected 
with  it. 

Fio.  S.  a  dDator  oonsiatinrof alonfrvamiihed 
Bilk  tube  closely  rolled  into  the  Ibrm  m  a  boogie  t 
there  is  a  small  screw  at  one  end  to  connect  it 
with  a  common  iniectinff  syrimfe  of  half  an  indi 
calibre^  and  the  other  is  dosed  by  sevenl  tnms 
of  stronir  lUk,  which  may  be  secured  by  diiferent 
obTions  methods.  When,  Ibr  the  porpose  of 
rigidity,  the  sUk  tube  is  roUed  upon  catgut 
or  metallic  stilet,  it  is  necessary  that  precantiona 
be  taken  sgainst  these  becoming  loose  in  the 
passage;  the  catgut  by  some  threads  between  its 
upper  end  and  the  tying  of  the  silk  on  the  screw, 
and  the  wire  by  being  brought  through  the  screw 
and  bent.  A  piece  or  cord  ia  repitaeuted  in  the 
flgore  tied  loosely  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
tube*   This  retains  it  in  its  conqwct  fom. 

Fio.  8.  A  conducting  tube  fh>m  which  a  fluid 
dilator  is  seen  protruding.  It  oonaiato  of  a  short 
Bilk  tube  rolled  upon  itself  into  less  bulk  than 
that  of  the  smallest  boogie,  and  tied  upon  the  end 
of  a  narrow  tin  tube.  When  a  long  silk  tube, 
impeiftctly  ▼amiahed,  is  passed  thronrii  a  con- 
ducting  tube,  this  wiU,  U  narrower  than  the 
dHator  in  its  distended  state,  prerent  the  escape 
of  liquid  from  the  part  which  it  cnck 
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In  keeping  np  dktension,  by  means  ment  which  has  been  described  above, 
of  a  dilator  rendered  impervious  to  flidd  The  distension  may  be  confined  to  the 
by  got  or  csontchoac,  instead  of  the  diseased  tMirt  by  placing  a  wide  silk 
stopcock  recommended  in  former  in-  tube  within  another  shorter  tube  of 
Btructions  on  th^  subject,  a  ccmtrivance  smaller  diameter,  or  by  passing  it 
may  be  employed  for  fixing  the  piston  through  a  wide  nlver  or  eiastio  tube 
of  the  sjrringe,  when  the  required  de-  previously  inserted  as  £sr  as  the  strio- 
gree  of  pressure  has  been  made,  as  by  ture.  In  cases  of  very  narrow  stricture, 
a  cord  nassing  through  the  ring  at  the  only  admitting  instruments  of  the 
end  of  the  piston  rod,  or  by  a  screw,  smallest  siae,  a  dilator  may  be  passed 
When  the  piston  is  depressed  by  a  screw  through  such  a  conducting  tube,  con- 
(which  may  constitute  the  piston  rod)  sisting  either  of.  a  sin^^le  or  double 
the  patient  can  himself  increase  or  piece  of  narrow  gut  dned  in  a  oom- 
moderate  the  pressure  with  the  greatest  pressed  form,  or  of  a  silk  tube  rolled 
fiunlity.  If  the  distensible  tube  be  upon  itself,  and  rendered  suffieientlr 
made  of  strong  silk,  it  mav  be  thus  ngid  by  means  of  thick  mucilage.  It 
graduaUy  distended  until  it  becomes  as  is  unnecessary  in  these  cases  to  have 
hard  as  a  cylinder  of  -wood.  A  con-  a  distensible  tube  of  the  whole  length 
nectinff  flexible  tube  of  silk  and  caout-  of  the  conductor  i  a  small  bit  tied  upon 
chouc  Detween  the  metallic  part  of  the  the  end  of  a  Ions  flexible  tin  tube,  con- 
dilator  and  fljrin^  prevents  any  jerk-  necting  it  with  the  syringe,  is  sufficient, 
ing  motion  of  the  instrument  in  me  act  In  mentioning  tms  nu>ae  of  conyey- 
of  screwing  on  the  syringe,  and  is  a  con-  ing  a  small  instrument  to  narrow  stiio* 
venient  index  of  the  decree  of  pressure  tnres  by  means  of  a  conducting  tube^ 
applied.  I  am  led  to  notice  a  controversy  which 

in  other  applications  of  the  fluid  has  been  continned  through  several 
dilator,  as  in  tne  cure  of  stricture  of  late  numbers  of  the  Mbdioal  Gazbttb, 
the  rectum,  and  in  the  operation  of  respecting  tiie  inyention  of  what  has 
slowly  dilating  the  male  or  female  beoi  termed  "  the  compound  catheter.'* 
urethra  for  the  extraction  of  calculi,  a  Dr.  Buchanan,  who  claims  the  ori- 
long  connecting  tube  of  this  descrip-  ginality  of  this  proposal,  does  not 
tion,  bringing  the  screw  which  regu-  appear  to  be  conversant  with  the 
lates  the  bressure  conveniently  to  the  moidem  French  writers  on  urinary  dis« 
hand  of  the  patient,  would  render  the  eases,  or  he  would  have  found  that  the 
apparatus  very  complete.  I  have  shewn,  plan  of  conducting  small  instruments 
in  the  appenoix  to  the  late  edition  of  through  others  of  urger  siie  is  noticed 
my  work  on  Stricture  and  Stone,  that  in  most  of  the  works  on  that  snbject 
the  advantage  of  sAw  dilatation  of  the  which  have  appeared  in  France  during 
male  urethra  must  haye  frequenfly  oc-  the  last  twenty  years.  But  it  is  con- 
curred to  the  operators  by  the  Marian  tended  that  Br.  Buchanan's  instrument 
metiiod,  who  professed  to  follow  nature  is  more  than  a  mere  modification  of 
in  their  proceedings,  as  it  has  occurred  former  suggestions;  that  the  princi(de 
independently  to  several  surgeons  of  of  it  extends  further :  the  smaller  m- 
late  years,  (see  Mbo.  Gazbttb,  Dec.  strument,  it  is  said,  is  not  only  con- 
25,  1830) }  but  that  the  want  of  anj  ducted,  but  a  way  is  prepared  for  it 
instmment  which  could  fulfil  the  indi-  through  the  stricture  by  the  dflatation 
cation  must  have  prevented  the  success  efi^ted  by  the  pressure  of  the  ends  of 
of  any  attempt  of  the  kind.  The  the  outer  canulee.  Had  a  reference 
eauable,  elastic,  and  controllable  nature  been  made  to  the  work  from  which  M. 
or  fluid  pressure,  makes  a  dilator,  judi-  Ducamp  borrowed  so  liberally,  instead 
ciously  constructed  on  this  principle,  of  the  treatise  of  M.  Gerdy,  who  in 
incomparably  superior  to  any  other  this  matter  professes  merely  to  follow 
means  that  has  been  employed  for  the  Ducamp,  it  would  have  been  discovered 
purpose  s  and  furnishes  us  with  a  that  there  is  no  mater  novelty  in  this 
method  of  extracting  urinary  cfun]li|  ideaof  previous  dilatation  than  in  that 
which,  if  I  am  not  much  deceived,  will  of  conaucting.  In  my  Treatise  on 
B6on  supeisede  the  present  painful  and  Stricture  of  the  Urethra  (p.  133,  2d 
daofferous  operations.  edition)   the  following  is  mentioned 

When  stncture  is  to  be  dilated  beyond  amongst  other  means  to  be  resorted  to 

the  diameter  ofthe  orifice  of  the  urethra,  in  cases   ot  difficulty: — **  The  plan 

it  is  necessary  to  modify  the  instru-  which  I  have  recommended  above,  of 
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passing  a  large  canula  (which  in  this  and  the  hat  tnbe,  the  same  peculiarity 

case  has  a  rounded  end)  enclosing  an  of  structure  takes  place, 

instrument  down  to  the  stricture,  is  In  several  of   the  mammalia^  the 

very  applicable    here  ;    pushing   the  organ  is  not  only  used  in  the  turning 

canula  against  the  stricture  opens  it,  of  the  food  from  side  to  side,  and  for 

while  the  small    bougie  or  catheter  aiding  in  the  primary  part  of  the  act  of 

within  is  ready  to  be  passed  through."  deglutition,    but  it   also   very   mate- 

rially,  nay  in  some  very  essentialhry 

ON  THB  ^^  ^^  ^^  collecting  of  the  food  ; 

whilst  it  at  the  same  time  serves  the 

STRUCTURE  AND  USES  OP  THE  purpose   of  a  comb  or  rasp  for  the 

UNGUALIS  MUSCLE,  animal  cleaning  itself.    The  ox,  lor  in- 

AND  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  THOSE  OF  THE  «^f «'    "^'l^ix.^**   ^"^5  ^""^"^  ^^% 

PANNICULU8  C  ARNOSUS.  ?«j}>«?^^^  ^^^    ™«^^7  H^  »  ^^.^^ 

tuft,  before  he  tears  it  through  with 

By  Jaubs  Merobr,  M.D.  F.RC.S.E.  the  lower  incisors  and  palate ;  and  he 

LBctoreron  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Bdinbur^h.  also  rasps  and  cleans  his  own  coat  or 

iFbr  the  Medical  Gazette^l  '*>»'  o^.  V\«  companion  with  ite  rough 

and  pncklv  surface.    In  the  dog  and 

cat  it  is  the  sole  agent,  by  means  of 
In  man,  and  some  others  in  the  higher  which  the  fluids  are  conveyed  to  the 
classes  of  animals,  the  tongue  seems  to  mouth,bythataction  of  the  tongue  called 
serve  in  the  function  of  taste  alone;  "lapping;"  and,  in  short,  in  every  ani- 
and  on  investigating  the  structure  and  mal  using  the  organ  in  a  similar  man- 
conditions  of  its  upper  surface  in  these  ner,  we  have  the  iMipill«e  on  its  upper 
animals,  this  function  can  alone  be  surface  correspondingly  arranged  and 
assigned  to  it  developed. 

In  taking,  a  review,  however,  of  its  InaU  these  animals  also  the  muscular 

uses,  in  the  various  classes  of  theverte-  lamells  of  the  hnguahs  are  well  de- 

bratae,  we  cannot  be  justified  in  con-  veloped,  and  very  strong,  immediately 

sidering  it  as  only  an  organ  of  taste  in  beneath  the  dense  investmg  membrane 

all  of  these.  Even  in  some  of  the  highest  of  the  tongue;   and  taking  this  fact, 

classes — the  ruminantia  and  the  felinie  with  the  condition  of  the  papillae  on 

---it  principally  serves  for  the  prehen-  its  upper  surface,  with  their  evident 

sion  and  taking  in  of  their  food ;  and  mode  of  production   and  uses,  it  is 

it  is  at  least  very  doubtful  whether  it  curious  that  no  other  function  should 

possesses  the  sense  of  taste  in  several  have  been  assigned  to  these  muscles  hat 

others :  although,  on  the  contrary,  we  that  of  *'  shortening  ^e  tongue  and 

would  not  be  warranted  in  denying  the  depressing  its  point," — actions  which 

existence  of  this  sense  in  these  animals,  we  shall  endeavour  to  show  are  only 

nor  even  in  such  as  are  entireljr  desti-  secondary,  and  the  effect  of  another, 

tute  of  the  orfi;an,  as  the  function  can  In  the  following  remarks,  therefore, 

be  performed  by  other  parts ;   it  not  we  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  more 

being  the  effect  of  a  special  and  limited  specifically  what  the  real  uses  of  these 

organ,  but  a  property  of  the  mucous  muscles  may  be ;  not  only  as  these  can 

membrane  lining  tne  whole  of  the  cavity  be  deduced  from  their  anatomical  ar- 

of  the  fauces.  rangement  and  distribution,  but  also 

It  has  been  long  known,  that  in  most  from  analo^cal  reasoninff,  in  regard  to 
of  the  herbivorous  mammalia,  parti-  their  situation  immediately  beneath  the 
cularly  the  ruminantia,  indepen-  epithelium  and  dermo-mucous  cover- 
dent  of  the  epithelium,  the  dermo-  ing  of  the  tongue';  serving  to  these 
mucous  membrane  covering  the  upper  structures,  and  their  appendages,  as 
surface  of  the  tongue  is  of  very  firm  we  conceive,  what  the  panniculus  car- 
and  dense  texture,  and  that  it  forms,  as  nosus  does  to  that  of  the  cutaneous 
it  were  ,ap|)endages  to  itsclf^what  the  textures  on  the  greater  part  of  the  sur- 
hairs,  bristles,  and  quills,  are  to  the  sur-  face  of  the  bo^,  viz.  the  erection  or 
face  of  the  body;  numerous  strong  setting  on  end  of  these  appendages, 
pointed  papillee,  imbricated  on    each  the  papillie. 

other,  in  a  direction  from  the  tip  to  The  upper  surface  of  the  tongue  in 

thebascof  the  organ.  ruminating  animals,  and  in  the  dog 

InmanyofthefelinSythemarsupiato',  tribe,  is  covered  over  by  a  very  dense 
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and  almost  cartilaginous    membrane,  the  tissue  is  most  dense  and  strong,  and 

extending  from  the  epiglottis  forwards  its  sensibility  less  than  in  the  posterior 

to  the  tip,  and  over  its  sides,  where  it  third,  which  is  well  known  to  be,  next 

becomes  much  changed  in  its  appear-  to  the  margins  of  the  tongue,  in  the 

ance  and  structure,  and  takes  on  the  animals  above  specified,  the  situation 

nature  of  true  mucous  membrane.  where  the  sense  of  taste  is  most  acute 

Along  the  median  line  it  is  much  over  the  surface  of  the  or^n.    This 

thicker,  and  more  dense,  than  at  any  opinion  is  still  more  strengtnened  by  a 

other  part,  and  appears  in  the  dog,  in  comparative  examination  of  this  invest- 

the  form  of  a  distinct  and  rounded  ingmembrane,  with  that  which  is  found 

cord,  commonly  called  the  "  worm  of  along  and  under  the  margins  of  the 

the  tongue."    This,  by  Caldani,  was  tongue.    There  the  structure  seems  to 

called  the  *'  linea  albescens*."  be  in  every  respect  similar  to  the  "  tissu 

Posteriorly  this  membrane  is  inti-  folliculaire*." 

mately  attached  to  that  which  extends  .Projecting  from  the  upper  surface  of 

between  the  base  of  the  tongue  gene-  the  wnole  of  this  investing  membrane, 

rally,  the  epiglottis  and  the  os  hyoides,  we   have  a  great  number  of  papillee, 

and,  in  structure,  appears  evidently  to  varying    much    in    size,   form,    and 

be  similar  to  the  yeUow  elastic  tissue,  arrangement.      They  are  largest  and 

On  making  an  obliaue  section  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  middle  and 
entire  thickness  of  tnis  membrane,  it  anterior  thirds,  particularly  along  the 
appears  to  difier  somewhat  in  its  two  centre  of  each  section,  but  more  scat- 
anterior  thirds  from  that  which  is  seen  tered  along  the  margins.  In  their 
in  the  posterior ;  and  hence  it  has  been  directions,  when  viewed  laterally,  and 
looked  on  by  Gerdy,  as  warranting  two  the  tongue  of  the  animal  is  kept  in  the 
distinct  terms — the  *^  memhrane  foUicu-  bottom  of  the  mouth,  they  appear  to 
laire  ou  muqueuse  lingnale,''  and  the  lie  fiat  along  the  surface,  but  imbri- 
'*  tisMfblUeulaire  iinguale.*^  cated  on  each  other  from  before  back- 

Thefirstofthese, sayshe, "S'observe  wards;    their  apices  looking  towards 

dans  les  deux  tiers  ant^rieurs  de  la  the  epiglottis. 

membrane  linguale,  est  grise,tr^s-den8e,  No  sooner,  however,  is  any  sapid 

fort    r^sistante,    cartua^iniforme,    et  body,  or  any  other  stimulus,  apphed 

eomme  si  elle  ^tait  tapissde  par  on  to  me  surface,  than  they  are  immedi- 

lame  cartilagineiise."  ately  elevated.     When  thus  seen  in 

.  The  second,  the    "  'tissue  lingual  the  tongue  of  the  dog  or  cat,  they 

folliculaire,'  est  plac£  sous  la  muquctise,  appear  arranged  in  comparatively  regu- 

tr^s-mince  de  la  partie  supdrieure  de  lar  and  transverse  lines,  the  apices  then 

la  base  de  la  langue.   II  occupe  le  tiers  being  lifted  up,  and   their  posterior 

pofitdrieur  de  la  sur£Eu:e  supdrieure  de  surfaces  rendered  concave,  so  that  we 

celle-ci,  environ  tout  Pespace  ^  est  have  now  a  series  of  small  channels, 

au-del^   des   papilles  lenticulaires  et  well  adapted  for  containing  and  sup- 

coniques    jusqu^    Tdpiglotte,    et   on  porting  fluids,  placed   in   them,  and 

s'ouvrent  les  follicules  si  sensibles.    II  thereby    transporting   them  into  the 

adhere  aussi  tr^s-fortement  k  la  foUi-  back  of  the  mouth,  £irinfif  the  pendent 

euleiue   qui  le    recouvre  immediate-  position  in  which  the  head  of   the 

mentf."  animal  is  then  placed. 

This  difference,  however,  appears  to  In  their  structure,  they  are  nearly 
me  to  be  more  apparent  than  real ;  for,  similar  to  that  of  the  investing  mem- 
after  the  most  careful  examination  of  brane,  and  their  adherent  surraces  are 
their  minute  structure  in  the  ox  and  intimately  attached  to  the  anterior  ex- 
dog,  no  appreciable  difference  could  tremities  of  the  fibres  of  the  superficial 
be  detected,  and  the  only  cognizable  lingual  muscles, 
diflerences,  the  thickness  and  density.  Immediately  beneath  this  investing 
appearing  rather  to  be  dependent  on  membrane,  we  find  the  irregular  bands 
toe  comparative  absence  of  the  papillte  of  musculiur  fibres,  to  which  the  term 
on  its  upper  surface.  Uagualia   has    been    applied.      These 

On  the  two  anterior  thirds,  where  bands  have  been  arranged  by  Gerdy 

these  projections  most  abound,  there  into  four  sets— "the  superficial  and 

*  Icones  AnatomiCK.  Venct.  1801.  *  See  aI«o  Blandin.  Archives  Gin,  de  MM., 

t  Gerdy,  Anat.  et  Pbyftiolog.  de  Langfue  :  Ar-  1823 ;  also  his  Tb^sc  (oaugunae  sur  la  stmctore 

xhives  Gen.  de  M<^decine,  tom.  vii .  p.  363.  de  la  langue  du  boeuf. 
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deep,  the  verticBl  and  tnnsverse  lin-  adipoee  layer  on  the  surface  of  the  body, 

gual  mnsclea* :  but  it  is  only  the  first  which  separates  the  panniculas  car- 

of  these  which  is  the  most  conspicuous,  nosns  from  those  muscles  which  are  in 

and  can  alone  act  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  immediate  connection  with  the  tnmk, 

tongue  and  its  papill®.    This  muscle  and  thereby  confines  its  action  to  the 

consists   of  two   distinct  lamellfB  of  common  investing  membrane  and  its 

fibres,  extending  frcmi  the  base  to  the  appendages.    . 

tip  of  the  organ,  and  separated  from  Having  thus  traced  the  fibres  of  the 

each  other  bv  the  linea  albescens.    In  muscles,  and  seen  that  they  are  ez- 

their  generaloutline  and  configuration,  tended  alone  the  whole  of  the  upper 

the^  axe  slightly  parabolic ;  their  con-  snrfiace  of  tne  organ,  and  fixed  porte- 

oavities  loddng  towards  each  other  riorly  to  the  os  hyoides,  it  will  be  easy 

along  the  median  raph&,  and  their  con-  to  conceive  that  this  latter  must  be  the 

vexities  to  the  matgms  of  the  tongue,  part  whence  it  can  become  fixed  before 

Posteriorly  th^  arise  by  means  of  it  can  be  Called  into  action.    Taking 

the  glosso-epiglottic  elastic  tissue  from  this,  therefore,  as  its  point  of  fixion 

the  upper  sutfeuse  of  the  os  hyoides,  whenever  it  contracts,  either  by  the 

and  from  thence  proceed  forwards  to  will  of  the  animal,  or  by  the  presence 

different  portions  of  the  adherent  sur-  of  some  stimulus,  it  becomes  shortened 

&ce  of  the  investing  membrane.    The  in  its  length,  and  puckered,  as  it  were, 

inner  set  of  fibres  are  considerably  the  into  transverse  folos ;  and,  it  will  also  be 

shortest;  but  they  spradually  become-  observed,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 

more  lengthened  as  they  are  examined  intimate  attachment  of  the  anterior 

near  the  maigins.  fibres  to  the  adherent  surfieuse  of  the 

Their  free  or  inserted  extremities  investing  membrane,  this  must  also 

are  undoubtedly  into  the  whole  of  the  be  shortened  and  wrinkled  in  a  cor- 

lower  surface  of  the  investing  mem-  responding  ratio, 

brane.     This  can  be  proved  by  two  No  sooner,  therefore,  will  this  be 

fiEu:ts — ^first,  by  the  roughened  appear-  effected,  than  its  immediate  free  pro- 

ance  of  the  dissection,  after  its  most  longations,  the  papillie,  will  have  tneir 

careful  removal;    this  condition  evi-  bases  drawn  backwards  along  with  it, 

dently  depending  on  the  severing  of  and  with  the  natural  consequence  of 

muscular  fibres  from  it  in  their  trans-  lifting  up  and  tilting  forwards  Uieir 

verse  direction ;  and  secondly,  from  our  apices ;  so  that  when  we  entire  muscles 

inability  to  trace,  even  with  a  glass,  are  in  a  complete  state  of  contraction, 

any  of  the  muscular  fibres  forming  it,  and  the  investing  membrane  shortened 

curving  downwards  to  the  base  of  the  to  its  greatest  possible  condition,  the 

organ, — ^the    seneral  tendenc]^  of  all  whole  of  the  papillie  on  the  dorsum 

the  muscles  of  the  tongue,  the  intrinsic  of  the   tongue    are   raised   up,   and 

and  extrinsic,  being  towards  its  upper  arranged,  as  already  stated,  in  nearly 

surface  and  tip.    Immediately  beneath  regular    undulating    lines  ;     serving 

these  layers  of  muscular  fibres,  we  find  thereby  as  so  many  ienter-hooks,  for 

another  layer  of  comparativelv  loose  assistin^inlayingholdof  the  grass,  in 

cellular  tissue,  surrounding  tne  free  the  herbivora;  and  forming  so  many 

extremities    of  the  different  muscles  hollow  channels,  or  buckets,  for  Ufting 

of  the  body   of  the   tongue.     This  up,  and  containing  safely — like  the 

layer  is  very  vascular,  beine  freelv  sup-  boxes    of   a  circnlar  chain-pump  or 

Shed  from  the  terminal  branches  of  dredging  machine — the  fluids,  in  such 
lie  lingual  arteries.  The  chief  use  of  of  the  folinaa  as  take  in  this  part  of 
this  layer,  as  we  conceive,  being  to  en-  their  food  by  the  process  of  lapping, 
able  the  superficial  lingual  muscles  to  The  ^neraUv  received  opinion  of 
be  freely  and  easily  moved  from  before  the  action  of  these  muscles,  viz.  :*'of 
backwards  over  the  surface  of  the  ben^ng  lip  the  tip  of  the  tongue,"  can 
tongue,  unconnected  and  unrestrained  only,  therefore,  be  a  secondary  eflfect, 
by  the  influence  of  the  other  muscles,  following  the  perfe<$t  evolution  of  the 
nom  which  they  are  thereby  completely  papillie;  but  we  doubt  much  if  the 
separated.  Analo^usly  considered,  it  muscles  ever  act  in  that  manner,  there 
is  similar  in  situation  and  use  to  ^e  being  a  sufficient  number  of  more 
powerful  muscles  to  perform  it 

•  RectochM  d'Anttomie,  Sjc,    Fkirii,  isss,  ^h^  Situation,  fonn,  and  uses  pf  the 

page  90.  panmculus  camosus  are  already  per- 
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fectly  undentood ;  and  I  shall  therefore  as  on  the  stage,  girls  are  almost  always 
only  allude  to  the  f;reat  analogy  that  found  to  be  best  adapted  for  the  pur- 
subsists  between  this  muscle  and  the  pose.  How  often  do  we  not  see  a  boy 
linguales  now  described.  These  latter  become  confused,  stammer,  and  hesi* 
muscles,  the  Unguales,  like  the  panni-  tate,  on  being  questioned  upon  parti- 
culus  camosus,  are  thin,  broao,  and  cular  subjects,  and  how  seldom  in 
lamellar;  like  it,  it  is  also  placed  imme-  comparison  does  this  occur  with  fiirls 
diately  beneath  an  investing  membrane  of  moderate  intelligence*.  Prob^ly, 
— ^that  of  the  tongue,  ana  intimately  if  inquiry  had  been  made  of  all  the 
connected  to  it  and  its  appendages ;  females  who  had  presented  themselves 
and,  like  that  muscle,  it  is  correspond-  for  the  cure  of  stammering,  it  would 
ingly  developed  where  these  appen-  have  been  ascertained  that  in  several 
ds^Ks  are  luge  and  well  developed,  of  them  the  infirmity  had  been  acquired 
and  when  the  organ  does  not  perform  by  imitation,  as  it  must  evidently  have 
so  much  the  office  of  a  limited  and  been  with  the  two  sisters  mentioned  by 
special  function ;  but  rather  that  of  a  M.  Magendie,  who  both  stammered 
ffeneral  kind.  Is  it  not  probable,  there-  badly,  and  whose  mother  was  also  - 
lore,  that,  its  situation,  connections,  and  affected.  This  appeared  likewise  to  be 
varying  i>eculiaritie8,  being  so  strikingly  the  case  in  a  female  whom  I  have  re- 
similar,  in  its  uses  it  wiU  not  aLso  cently  seen,  and  whom  I  questioned 
be  similar  P  upon  this  point.    She,  as  well  as  her 

sister,  thought  her  stammer  was  owing 

" — "  to  her  having  been  accustomed  to  go 

ON  STAMMERING,  to   school   with   another   child   wno 

stammered.    At  all  events,  the  circum- 

AND  TB>  METHODS  PROPOSED  FOR  ITS  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  comparative  infrequeucy 

BBMOYAL.  ^^  Stammering  in  females  would  be  of 

By  Edwin  Lee,  Eso.  itself  a   sufficient   refutation  of  the 

[Continned  from  p.  306-]  opinion  of  those  who  regard  this  affec- 

l^  «,  Medical  (;«,«.]  rXSTt^^KloSStS 

appearances  of  the  throat  and  tongue, 

Fbmalbs,  it  is  well  known,  are  much  are  in  all  probability  as  commonly  to 

more   affected   by   nervous   disorders  be  met  with  in  the  one  sex  as  in  the 

than    men.       Stammering,   however,  other.    With  respect  to  the  compara- 

presents   this   peculiarity — that   it   is  tive  facility  with  which  the  majority  of 

rarelv  met  with  in  women  or  girls,  stammerers  sing,4t  appears  to  depend 

Of  the   100  cases  mentioned  in  Mr.  partly  upon  the  circumstance  that  the 

Yearsky's  pamphlet,  not  more  than  attention  is  concentrated  upon  keeping 

three  or  four  are  females.     Of  300,  time  and  in  the  variations  of  the  voice, 

treated   bv   M.   Colombat,  286  were 

males,  and  only  fourteen  females.     Of      ^  « LitUe  rfrte  have  the  org^M  ot  speech  more 

between  thirty  and  forty  stammerers  ■anple  and  flexible  than  boys  j  they  speak  sooner 

who  prci«.ted  themselves  at  M.Aniui^  SlS^'^^TiSSyl^SSlilfSSSl^ 

sat's,    onlv   three   were   women;    and  snch  on^ht  to  be  the  case,  and!  would  wOlingly 

other  statistical  accounts  represent  the  convert  this  reproach  into  praise.    The  eyes  and 


factorily  accounted  fo'.  pd  perha^  SKTaSSS^id^XISb? S.'llui 7f 

the  only  rational  explanation  tnat  can  ^^  lociety  iwd  manners,  to  shine  only  by  singr- 

be  eiven  of  it  is,  that  women  have  inirid«Mu»>^^«*Pc><^*^^^'^^*^^^».^^ 

nat^y  a  finer  organization  of  the  fL^«!^5?^l«AP!?i!?»f.2«255»^/^e^^ 


_     -  greatt. 

articulation  is  more  easy  and   fluent,  inga  to  make  known  {  anxioos  to  penetrate  the 

♦hpv  «w»  cnnable  of  neater  volubilitv.  «ecre*«  ot  men,  and  to  ascertain  the  i^ate  of  their 

iney  are  capaoie  oi  grewcr  yoiuuiulv,  ^^^^^^^  ^^j^  .^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  usefhl  In- 

and  experience  less  hesitation  m  speaK-  stnunent,  and  the  most  indispensable  to  their 

inar.    This  is  even  found  to  be  the  case  hairoine8s.»»-j.  J.  Roossbau.         ^^,.„.««„ 

at^kn  early  age.    When  «d»Udren  a«  ^fs^Sn^^-ikSSS  S.'tJ^^JSS 

required  to  appear  and  speak  m  pubuc,  nervous  affections  so  common,  in  females. 


SMI  MR.  LEE  ON  STAMMERn<l6i 

BAd  partly  that  in  singing  the  words  Btammeringinto  three  kinds,  aoeordhi^ 

run  one  into  another  more  than  in  to  the  faulty  positions  of  the  tongue  in 

speaking,  and  the  difficulties  may  be  speaking,  and  varied  his  method  ac* 

more  easily  eluded.  cordingly  j  but  it  would  carry  me  too 

I  will  now  briefly  notice  the  opinions  far  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
of  some  writers  on  the  complaint,  and  these  varieties,  which  subsequent  ob- 
the  methods  which  have  been  proposed  servation  has  shewn  to  be  in  great 
for  its  removal.  The  earhest  instance  measure  hypothetical.  He  says  that 
on  record  of  the  cure  of  stammering  is  the  energy  of  the  will  is  the  most 
in  the  case  of  Demosthenes,  who  cured  essential  condition  of  success  ;  and 
himself  by  reciting  slowly,  in  a  loud  **  that  it  is  important  to  concentrate 
voice,  long  passages  from  the  Greek  it  exclusively  upon  the  object  to  be 
poets,  holmng,  at  the  same  time,  several  obtained  by  the  treatment.  Chil- 
pebbles  in  his  mouth;  and  somewhat  dren,  and  that  class  of  men  of  the 
analogous  methods  have  been  found  world  who  are  accustomed  to  dissert 
successful  in  more  recent  times.  M.  upon  and  discuss  every  thing,  without 
Itard  proposed,  in  the  year  1817>  a  sort  ever  concluding  upon  any  thing,  are 
of  fork  with  two  prongs,  which  carried  incapable  of  this  concentration  of  the 
the  point  of  the  tongue  backwards,  attention,  and  for  that  reason  are  diffi- 
combined  with  the  practice  of  speaking  cult  to  cure :  whereas  experience  has 
in  a  foreign  language  with  which  the  demonstrated  that  peasants,  working 
person  "was  not  very  conversant,  by  men,  and  uneducated  persons  in  general, 
which  means  both  the  attention  and  are  more  easily  cured.  These  indi- 
the  memory  were  exercised  durine  the  viduals  having  but  few  ideas,  seize  with 
conversation ;  and  it  will  generally  be  enere^  those  which  they  can  under- 
observed  that  stammerers,  if  required  stand,  and  in  which  they  are  deeply 
to  read  before  strangers,  will  do  so  interested."  A  want  of  confidence  may 
much  better  if  they  can  take  an  inte-  cause  any  of  the  methods  of  treatment 
rest  in  the  book  or  paper  presented  to  to  fail  altogether.  In  general  those 
them.  The  attention  being  thus  for  cures  which  are  the  most  quickly 
the  time  diverted  from  the  thought  of  effected  are  the  least  durable, 
their  being  observed.  The  plan  of  M.  Serres  divides  stammering  into 
Itard,  however,  was  not  very  successful :  two  kinds :  the  first  is  characterized  by 
that  of  Mrs.  Leiffh,  of  New  York,  was  a  sort  of  St.  Vitus'  dance  of  the  mus- 
more  so,  especiaUy  after  the  improve-  cles  concerned  in  articulation ;  the 
ments  of  it  by  M.  Malbouche,  who  second  by  a  tetanic  stiffness  of  the 
introduced  it  into  France.  Mrs.  Leigh  muscles  of  the  voice,  and  of  respiration, 
considered  that  the  difiiculty  of  articu-  In  the  first  kind  the  will  loses  its  in- 
lating  depended  on  the  circumstance  of  fluence  over  the  rapid  movements  of  the 
the  tongue  not  being  carried  upwards,  lips  and  tongue ;  in  the  second  kind, 
so  as  to  touch  the  palate  in  speaking,  the  breath  fails*.  His  method  of  treat- 
she  therefore  made  tnose  under  her  care  ment  consists  in  making  the  sufferer 
persevere  in  beginning  each  word  by  breathe  regularly,  and  combine  his 
tumingthetongucup  to  the  palate;  and  breathing  with  a  certain  cadence  in 
between  the  years  1828  and  1830, had  speaking  as  in  declamation  and  singing, 
sent  away  from  her  establishment  150  Dupuytren  likewise  recommended 
persons  cured.  M.  Malbouche  su-  stammerers  to  speak  in  a  manner  ana- 
peradded  "to  this  plan  the  drawing  logons  to  the  recitative  of  operas,  by 
the  lips  backwards,  so  as  to  make  the  which  means  much  of  the  difficulty 
mouth  appear  larger,  and  when  the  was  obviated. 

phrase  was  terminated,  the  lips  were        M.  Rullier  considers  stammering  to 

again  drawn  back  against  the  teeth,  in  be  a  cerebral  affection,  and  that  it  is 

order  to  recommence  a  fresh  one.     It  attributable  to  some  modification  of  the 

was  also  required  of  the  pupils  to  main-  action  of  the  brain.    *•  But,"  says  he, 

tain  a  perfect  silence  between  the  in-  "  in  what  does  this  modification  con- 

terval  of  the  exercises,  and  to  practise  sist  P    Without  pretending  to  explain 

declamation,  and  reading  aloud  before  it,  the  following   conjecture  may  be 

attempting   a   familiar    conversation,  hazarded.     In  the  stammerer,  the  cere- 

which  was  not  permitted  until  the  cure  bral  irradiation  which  follows  thought, 

was  considered  to  be  effected. 

M.    Malbouche,    however,    divided       •  Memorial  de»  Hopiuux  du  Midi,  is». 
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And  becomes  the  principle  which  in-    suspension  of  the  voice  beftne 

duces  action  in  the  muscles  which  are  consonants  or  vowels  which  require  a 
necessary  for   the  expression  of   (he  certain  effort  for  their  articulation.    He 
ideas,  rushes  out  with  so  much  impe-  divides  the   auction  into  two  kinds, 
tuosity,  and  is  reproduced  with  so  great  which   he   terms  UUno-ckoreiaue^  and 
a  rapidity,  that  it  exceeds  the  measure  fftUturo- tetanic.    These  are  suodivided 
of  the  movements  which  are  practicable  into  several  varieties.    The  first  kind 
by  the  agents  employed  in  articulation,  consists  in  a  sort  of  chorea  of  the  lips, 
Hence,  as  if  suffocated  by  this  accumu-  and  in  a  succession  of  movements,  more 
lation  of  the  ordinary  exciting  cause  of  or  less  rapid,  of  the  tongue  and  lower 
their  movements,  they  fall  into  a  state  jaw  :  it  chiefly  gives  rise  to  disagree- 
of  spasmodic  immobility,  and  of  con-  able  repetitions  of  b,  b,  b,  t,  t,  t,  d,  d,  d, 
vulsive  shocks,  which  characterize  stam-  or  q,  q,  q.    '^  In  the  second  kind  the 
mering*.  stammerer   remains  widi   his   mouth 
This  hypothesis    is,   however,   not  half  open,  incapable  of  producing  any 
borne  out  by  observation.    That  there  sound ;  sometimes,  even  when  the  word 
is  a  want  of  accordance  between  the  begins  with  a  vowel,  the  face  and  neck 
cerebral  action  which   occasions   the  become  swollen,  and  the  jugular  veins 
muscular  movements  and  the  agents  by  distended.      In  some  individuals  the 
which  they  are  efR^cted,  will,  1  think,  tetanic  state  predominates,  in  others 
be  clear  to  all  who  have  paid  an^  atten-  the  choreal,    though    the  two  kinds 
tion  to  the  subject ;  and  that  this  is  the  are  not   imfrequently  united   in  the 
essential  cause  of  stammering  I  have  same  person.     Thus  a  stammerer  in 
endeavoured  to  prove,  as  well  as  the  beginning  to  speak  is  stopped  at  the 
manner  in  which  it  takes  place.    M.  first   word,   if   it    commence  with  a 
Magendie  justly  observes,  in  refutation  consonant   which  is  difficult  to  pro- 
of the  above  theory,    "  I  have  seen  nounce ;  then  the  fear  of  not  succeeding 
many  stammerers ;  and  if  I  have  met  renders  the  breathing  hurried,  and  he 
with  some  in  whom  the  degree  of  in-  becomes  dumb,  like  a  person  affected 
telligence  appeared  to  be  verv  great,  I  with  the  second  kind  or  stammer.    In 
have  likewise  seen  others  in  wnom  time  both  kinds  the  stammering  ceases  by 
was  not  wanting  to  the  muscles  for  making  a  full  inspiration ;  but  it  wiU 
the  expression  of  the  ideas,  which  were  soon  return  if  the  person  do  not  take 
any  thing    but    abundant    or   vivid,  care  to  breathe  regularly,  and  recurs 
Stammering  is  evidently  a  modification  more  or  less  frecjuently,  or  with  greater 
of  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  con-  or   less   intensity,  according   as   the 
cemed  in  speech ;  and  since  by  means  breathing  is  more  or  less  agitated,  and 
of  physiology  we  can  give  no  explana-  according  as  the  moral  emotions  which 
tion  of  this  contraction  itself,  how  can  he  experiences  tend   to   increase   or 
we  expect  to  explain  its  various  de-  diminish  the  act  of  the  will.    "  Now," 
grees  ?    Without  occupying  ourselves  continues  the  reviewer,  "  let  us  try  to 
with  researches  which  can  lead  to  no  teach  the  stammerer  to  breathe  re^- 
useful  result,  let  us  limit  ourselves  to  larlv :    let  us  connect  his   breathmg 
remarks  on  the  kind  of  contraction  of   with  a  certain  cadence,  as  is  the  case 
the  muscles  which  take  part  in  the  in  singing  and  declamation,  the  stam- 
formation  of  speech,  and  of  which  the  mer  will  not  occur;  and  if  the  indi- 
action  is  more  or  less  altered  in  stam-  vidual  can  subject  himself  to  the  same 
mering.    M.  Magendie  then  continues  constraint  in  conversation,  he  will  be 
in  the  words  which  I  have  already  able  to  speak  without  stammering.    To 
quoted  in  the  first  part  of  this  paper.  this  result  the  method  of  treatment  of 
M.  Colombat,  whose  work    is  the  M.  Serres  directly  leads ;  whereas  the 
fullest  and  most  recent  on  the  subjectf ,  other  methods  only  attain  it  indirectly  * ," 
regards  stammering  as  a  nervous  affec-  It  is  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  enter 
tion,  the  principal  character  of  which  into  the  details  of  tnese  educational 
is  a  repetition  by  catches,  or  convulsive  methods  of  treatment :  I  therefore  refer 
shocks,  of  a  greater  or  less  number  of   those  who  are  particularly  interested  in 
syllables ;  or  a  painful  and  temporary  the  matter  to  tne  work  of  M.  Colombat. 
In  order  to  enable  those  under  his  care 

*  Oictionnaire  de  MMectne :  art.  Begaiement.  to  keep,  during  their  exercises,  a  regular 

t  TVaitA  de  tou»  les  vicei  de  U  parole,  et  parti-        ___^ 

cnil^rement  dn  begaiement,  9d  vol.  8a  etution, 

ISIO.  *  Oaxette  MMicale,  1S40.  p.  193. 
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meafiture,  or  cadence,  in  spesking,  this  very  much  developed,  and^  contracted 

eentleman  makes  his  pupils  use  an  strongly  on  the  mtroduction  of  the 

instrument  for  counting,  termed  the  finger  into  the  mouth*    The  operation 

muthonomef  hy  which  the  rhythm  may  of  dividing  the  ^nio-glossi  muscles 

he  accelerated,  shortened,  or  kept  at  was  performed,  wmch  produced  a  con- 

the  same  degree,  at  pleasure.    After  siderable  amelioration,  though  it  did 

having   enumerated   several    of    the  not  effect  a  perfect  cure, 

means  which  he  employs,  M.  Colombat  After  an  examination  and  compari- 

says,  "  The  combination  of  the  ortho*-  son  of  the  different  methods  of  the 

phonic  means  which  have  been  de-  educational  treatment  of  stammering, 

-scribed,  constitutes  a  vocal   exercise  MM.Rullier  and  Itardremark  that  every 

which  has  the  advantage  of  acting  at  measure  which  has  been  advantage- 

the  same  time  physically  and  morally,  ously  employed  may  be  reduced  to  a 

It  acts  physically  upon  all  the  muscles  sort  of  obstacle  or  moderator,  which  is 

of  respiration;  on  the  lungs,  the  larynx,  opposed  to  the  irregular,  anormal,  and 

and  particularly  on  the  glottis,  on  the  embarrassed  movements  of  the  organs 

tongue,  and  on  the  lips ;  in  fact  upon  of  speech.    This  moderator  acts  physi- 

the  entire  vocal  apparatus."  cally  or  materially;  whether  it  be  the 

"  It  also  acts  morally.     Thus  the  pebbles  employed  by  Demosthenes,  the 

measure  which  exerts  so  beneficially  instrument  for  fixing  the  tongue  of  M. 

its  influence  over  all  the  organs,  by  Colombat,  or  the  fonL  of  M.  Itard.    It 

regulating  their  movements,  fixes  the  acts  also  upon  the  toneue  and  other 

attention  of  the  stammerers  conjointly  parts  employed  in  articmation  morally 

with  the  other  parts  of  my  curative  or  mentally,  by  means  of  the  attention, 

method,  and  becomes  an  accessoir  idea,  the  will,  the  action  of  the  memory,  or 

which,  joined  to  the  principal  one,  the  efibrts  at  imitation.    "The  me- 

must   necessarilv  place   the   nervous  chanismof  speech,"  adds  M.  Itard,  "is 

action  which  follows  thought  more  in  then  performed  under  new  conditions, 

harmony  witii  the  relative  mobility  of  associated  as  it  is  with  certain  voluntary 

all  the  vocal  organs."  movements,  or  with  certain  positions  of 

The  following  are  the  results  which  the  tongue,  .which  are  oidered,  and 
M.  Colombat  obtained  from  the  year  Which  had  previously  been  uncon- 
1827  to  1833.  Of  three  hundred  stam-  nected  with  the  action  of  speaking, 
merers  treated  at  his  institution,  and  in  Such  are  the  movements  of  the  thumb 
town  practice,  two  hundred  and  thirty-  upon  the  forefinger,  or  frequently  re- 
two  were  cured  without  relapse,  thirty-  peated  inspirations,  as  recommended 
two  relapsed,  in  fifteen  the  complaint  by  M.  Colombat;  the  movements  of 
returned  after  a  second  treatment,  and  the  arm,  as  directed  by  M.  Serres;  and 
twenty-one  were  incurable.  The  ave-  the  different  positions  of  the  tongue, ' 
rage  duration  of  the  treatment  was  accordinsr  to  the  precepts  of  Mrs.  Leigh, 
twenty-five  days.  Two  hundred  and  and  MM.  Malbouche  and  Colombat. 
sixty-five  were  adults,  twenty  children  Such  are  likewise  the  exercises  of  the 
under  twelve  years  of  age,  and  only  memory,  and  of  imitation,  the  difficulty 
fourteen  women.  the  stammerer  experiences  in  endea- 

One  of  the  worst  cases  of  stammering  vouring  to  learn,  and  in  speaking  only 

which  have  fellen  under  mv  observa-  in  a  foreign  lang^uage,  or  to  adopt,  in 

tion  was  that  of  a  Savoyara  boy,  who  his  familiar  conversation,  the  emphasis 

presented   himself  at  M.  Amussat's.  of  theatrical  declamation*." 

The  difficulty  in  commencing   most  ^  ^ 

phrases  was  extreme,  and  the  attempts  ^r®  ^  conUnued.] 

were  accompanied  with  strong  spas-    — 

modic  actions  of  the  face,  neck,  and  CASES  OF  SUDDEN  DEATH 

upper  extremities.    M.  Colombat  took 

him  out  of  the  room,  and  brought  him  

back  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  jb  the  Editor  qftk^  Mgdiemi  Qmswttt. 

when,  by  attending  to  the  directions  ^ 

be  had  received,  and  keeping  time  by  ^'** 

striking  the  fore-finger  of  his  right  If  you  consider  the  annexed  cases  poa- 

hand  aeainst  the  left,  ne  could  articu-  sess  sufficient  interest  for  the  pages  of 

late  wiUi  much  greater  facility.    Thc^ • 

tongue  and  the  muscles  beneath  it  were  •  op.  dt. 
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your  valuable  journal,  they  axe  quite  others,  at  an  adjoining  public-house. 

at  your  serrice.— I  am,  air,  She  was  intoxicated,  but  was  able  to 

Your  obedient  servant,  walk  home,  where  her  daughter  left 

Gkoroe  Downes.  her,  to  obtain  a  light  from  a  neighbours 

Stockport,  April »,  1841.  on  her  return,  she  found  her  mother 

T         J    •    J*     ••^Txrii-       c    '.u  feing  on  the  floor,  perfectly  insensible. 

I  was  desired  to  visit  William  Smith,  She  was  assisted  to  bed,  and  in  half  an 

about   1 1   o'clock   in  the  evening  of  hour  became  sensible,  so  as  to  speak, 

April  5th,  1841 :  he  had  been  attacked  and  to  get  up  to  make  water :  she  stag- 

with  faintness  whilst  talking  with  the  gered,  fell  forward  with  her  head  upon 

housekeeper,   sat    down   on  a   chair,  Sie  bed,  and  never  spoke  afterwardsT 

put  his  head  upon  the  edge  of  the  When  seen  next  morning,  she  wai 

dresser,  and  suddenly  expired.    I  saw  lying  on  her  back  comatose,  had  a  pale 

him  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  seizure,  countenance,  soft  pulse,  cold  surmce, 

and  found  him  quite  dead :  his  fellow-  contracted  pupils,  and  stertorous  breath- 

serronte  had  placed  him  on  his  back  ing.    She  was  cupped.    Enemataand 

<m  the  floor,  and  were  applying  friction  sinapisms  were  administered  j  and,  in 

to  his  chest  and  extremities,  and  ammo-  the  afternoon,  six  or  seven  ounces  of 

nia  to  the  nostrils.  The  fiice,  lips,  skin,  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm.    The 

and  conjunctiv®,  were  pale,  and  free  pulse  sunk  during  the  operation,  and 

from  congestion.    On  the  following  day  the  symptoms  continued  unabated  till 

the  body  and  head  were  carefully  ex-  her  death,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 

ammed,  but  not  the  smallest  vestige  of  instant. 

disease  was  found  in  any  of  the  viscera  Qn  dissecting  back  the  scalp,  an  ec- 

that  could  at  all  account  for  his  death,  chymosis  was  seen,  the  sise  <rf  a  half- 

excent  the  heart,  which  was  empty  of  crown  piece  in  the  centre,  and  above 

blood.    The  right  auricle  was  much  the  ocopital  tubercle?  and,  oniemov- 

dilated.    The  right  ventricle  was  flabby  ing  the  calvarium,  a  coagulum  of  four 

in  texture,  and  covered  with  a  laver  of  ounces  was  found  between  the   dura 

fat.    The  valves  were  sound.    A  sec-  mater  and    arachnoid    covering    the 

tion  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  exposed  right  hemisphere  of  the  brain.    There 

incipient  steatomatous  and  earthy  con-  ^aa  no  laceration  of  its  substance,  aor 

CTction"-        _,        , .         ^   _ .  was  it  possible    to  trace  the   souree 

Remarks.— The  subject  of  this  case  whence    the   extravasation   had  t«o- 

was  40  years  of  age,  a  butler,  and  a  ceeded.    Query  P— did  the  ettamon  of 

temperate  liver,  apparently  in  previous  blood    arise  from   violence,   or   from 

good   health.      I  conceive    that   Mr.  natural  disease  P    It  is  highly  probable 

Chevalier's  theory  of  a  failure  in  the  that  the  internal  luemorAage  in  this 

capillary  circulation  will  not  be  tenable  case  arose  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 

'  in  this  case :  there  was  an  entire  ab-  citement  from  intoxication,  and  of  the 

sence  of  stagnation  of  the  capUlary,  morbid  predisposition  to  it  irom  fte- 

and  of  congestion  of  the  larger  blood-  qaent  attacks  of  headache  and  diowsi- 

vessels  ana  lungs.    It  is  also  evident  ness  $  that  the  eflbsion  took  place  wh«n 

that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  ghe  first  fell  down,  and  gradually  in- 

not  in  consequenee  of  respiration  be-  creased,  so  as  to  prove  fatal  by  impair- 

coming  imperfect,   but  probably  the  ing  respiration. 

effect  of  syncope,  resulting  from  a  de-    

pressed  state  <n  the  vital  energy  and 

circulation  through  the  brain*  by  which  CASE  OF  OTITIS, 

the  action  of  the  heart  was  suddenly  oomplicawi)  with  csanaAL  oiskasv. 

arrested.    Spasm  of  the  heart  could  

not  account  for  the  absence  of  conges- 
tion in  the  lungs  and  great  blbod-vessels.  ^  <*?  Ediior  qf  the  Medical  Gmeiit. 

Sir 

Cask  II. —On  the  morning  of  the  Snoutn  the  following  case  appear  wor- 

17th  of  April,  1841, 1  was  called  to  see  thy  of  a  place  in  your  journal,  it  is  very 

Rebecca  M'Ghee,  a  soldier's  widow,  of  ^uch  at  your  service^-I  am,  sir, 

a  spare  habit  of  bodv,  ased  62  years.  Your  obedient  servant, 

who  the  night  before  had  oeen  drinking  Geosox  Firs,  M.D. 

egged  ale,  and  brandy  and  water,  in  Nefr«»t»€wupoi».Tyiie, 

the  company  of  her  daughter  and  two  m&j  iitb»  isii. 

703. — xxviiL  2  A 
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E.T.y  set.  two  years  and  three  months,  petrous  portion  of  the  left  temporal 
had  for  some  time  seemed  unwell,  being  Done,  it  was  found  very  soft,  being 
very  listless,  feeble,  and  drowsy.  This  easily  penetrated  by  the  point  of  a 
last  symptom  existed  to  such  a  degree  scalpel,  but  without  any  appearance  of 
as  to  cause  her  frequently  to  fall  asleep  caries,  or  separation  of  its  membranous 
during  the  day,  even  when  in  the  covering.  On  beine  sawn  into,  the 
sitting  posture.  When  walking  across  intemaf  ear  and  ceUiB  were  filled  with 
the  floor  she  appeared  for  some  weeks  pus,  which  exuded  abundantlv  so  soon 
afraid  to  step  out,  and  to  have  difficulty  as  the  saw  penetrated  the  cellular  struc* 
in  maintaining  the  erect  position.  This  ture.  For  the  above  very  accurate  ex- 
was  at  one  time,  by  her  parents,  ascribed  amination  I  am  indebted  to  my  friends, 
to  shoes  hurting  ner  feet  I,  however,  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  Maugham,  by  whom 
apprehended  some  spinal  cause ;  but,  the  dissection  was  most  carefuQy  con- 
on  the  most  careful  examination,  could  ducted,  and  who,  at  the  time,  regarded, 
detect  nothing  corroborative  of  such  along  with  nfe,  the  case  as  an  excellent 
opinion.  The  bowels  had  been  irre-  illustration  of  the  complication  of  otitis 
gular  and  disordered  for  some  time,  in  with  cerebral  disease;  in  which  opinioit 
consequence  of  which  occasional  altera-  we  conceived  ourselves  borne  out  by 
tives  and  aperients  were  given.  After  MM.  Itard  and  Rostan. 
continuing  tor  some  weeks  in  this  state,  Reflection  on  this  case  suggests  an 
and  com]^aining  of  pain  in  her  left  interesting  and,  in  a  practiciu  point  of 
ear,  it  gave  exit  to  a  foetid,  muco-san-  view,  not  unimportant  question ;  viz. 
guinolent  discharge,  manifestly  attended  was  the  disease  primarily  in  the  ear, 
with  temporary  relief.  This  was  of  and  the  brain,  &c:  implicated  merely  in 
short  duration,  as  head  symptoms  be-  a  secondary  manner;  or  was  the  brain 
came  too  prominent  to  leave  any  doubt  primarily  afiected^  and  the  ear  ulti- 
as  to  the  sensorium  being  implicated,  matelytook  on  the  inflammatory  action? 
Strabismus,  convulsions,  and  coma.  This  question  is  difficult  of  decision; 
now  took  place,  and  continued  till  but  one  which  is  well  deserving  of 
death  put  a  period  to  her  sufferings,  consideration.  I  shall  now  ofier  a  few 
It  is  enough  to  say,  that  the  ordinary  very  brief  remarks  upon  it. 
remedial  measures,  as  leeches,  blisters  That  the  complication  is  of  common 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  calomel,  tur-  occurrence  there  can  be  no  question 
pentine  enemata,  and  cold  to  the  shaven  with  any  practical  man,  who  has  had 
scalp,  were  assiduously  employed.  much  to  do  with  the  care  of  infantile 

Autopsy, — Development  of  head  pe-  patients.  At  the  same  time  candour 
culiarly  good ;  scalp  attenuated  and  will  compel  him  to  acknowledge,  that 
exsanguineous.  Bony  parietes  thin,  in  no  case  can  it  be  more  ^fficult  to 
Dura  mater  perfectly  nealthy;  the  distin^sh  cause  and  effect:  this,  at 
venous  trunks  engorged.  There  were  least,  is  the  result  of  a  tolerably  exten- 
very  strong  adhesions,  over  the  left  ear,  sive  practice  in  such  cases  with  me. 
between  this  membrane  and  the  arach-  The  supposition  of  the  primary  disease 
noid,  which  on  the  right  side  was  being  in  the  ear  is  favoured  by  the 
nearly  natural;  whilst  on  the  left  it  following  circumstances.  The  child, 
was  highly  vascular,  with  some  slight  at  an  early  period,  complained  of  pain 
adhesions  between  it  and  the  dura  in  the  ear,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
mater,  near  the  longitudinal  sinus.  Pia  suppuration ;  and  from  which,  at  the 
mater  free  from  any  morbid  appear-  time,  relief  was  evidently  experienced, 
ance.  Considerable  serous  effusion  The  principal  indications  of  disease,  as 
about  the  base  of  the  brain.  The  met  with  on  dissection,  were  also  found 
substance  of  the  brain,  on  a  horizontal  on  the  left  side.  On  the  subject  of  the 
section  being  made,  was  found  quite  extension  of  disease  of  the  ear  to  the 
healthy.  Serous  effiision  in  consiaera-  brain  and  its  membranes,  I  cannot  do 
ble  quantity  in  both  ventricles.  Fora-  better  than  make  the  following  brief 
men  of  Monro  inordinately  large;  being  quotation  from  M.  Rostan,  who,  spesJc- 
capable  of  affordine  transit  to  the  ing  of  otitis,  says,  <'  Elle  peut  se  pro- 
largest  goose-quill.  Sliffht  softening  of  pager  jusqu'aux  meninges  et  k  Ten- 
the  anterior  lobes  of  tne  brain,  espe-  cephale ;  alors  les  symptomes  des 
eiaUy  the  light  Plexus  choroides  un-  phlegmasies  de  ces  organes  se  joie:ncnt 
usually  pale  and  flaccid,  exhibiting  no  a  VoUte."  The  idea  that  the  disease 
sign  of  congestion.    On  examining  the  originated  in  Uie  brain  is  favoured  by 
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the  fiact  that  the  child  had  heen  eri-  Naples ;  the  question  whether  Naples 

dently  out  of  health,  with  loss  of  appe-  is  a  good  winter's  residence ;  the  mine- 

tite,  deranged  howels,  &c.   for  some  ral  waters  of  Naples  and  its  neighhour- 

weeks  belbi^  it  made  any  complaint  of  hood ;  the  mineral  and  thermal  water 

the  ear;  which,  it  must  be  well  known,  of  Pozzuoli ;  Ischia  and  its  hot  springs ; 

is  a  condition  which  very  often  precedes  and  the  mineral  waters  of  Castellamare 

the  unequivocal  indications  of  cerebral  and  Torre  del  Annunziata.    When  dis- 

disease,  more  especially  that  form  of  cussing   the    medical    topography    of 

hydrocephalus    to    which    the    term  Naples,  Dr,  Cox  gives  ttie .  following 

chronic  is   not  perhaps  justly  appli-  hints : — 

cable,  but  which  is  de  facto  subacute.  "  1.  That  the  apartments  for  an  in- 

That,  in  these  cases,  the  ear  is  often  valid  should  have  a  southern  aspect : 

affected,  I  can  testify  from  personal  this  is  quite  essential  throughout  Italy, 

observation ;  and  am  happy  in  being  A  south  room,  at  Naples,  nas  the  sun 

able  to  corroborate  this  by  again  refer-  in  winter,  and  receives  the  sea-breeze 

ring'  to  M.  Rostan,  as  the  following  in  summer.    There  is  sometimes  a  dif- 

passaffe  sufficiently  proves.    ''  D'autres  ference  of  from  30  to  40^  of  Fahrenheit 

fois    les    maladies    c4r£brales    com-  between  the  north  and  south  side  of  a 

mencent,  et  I'otite  n'est  qu'un  effet  con-  house  at  noon ;  and  in  a  room  with  a 

s^cutif.    La  mort  pent  alors  terminer  south  aspect,    the    thermometer   will 

cette    affection."     The    same   writer,  rarely  fafi  below  60'»  throughout  the 

under   the   head   of  chronic    hydro-  winter,  even  without  fires.    During  the 

cephalus,  gives  the  following  emphatic  night  there  is  but  little  difference, 

description  of  symptoms,  and  which  is  2.  None  of  the  apartments  should  be 

but  too  graphic,  so  far  as  the  present  exposed    to  the  Tramontana    winds, 

case  is  concerned,  in  its  earlv  stage,  or  NE. 

**  Les  sens  sont  d'abord  a&iblis.  Tin-  3.  The  apartments  should  not  be  too 

telligence  est  presquc  nullc,  la  memoire  near  the  Tufa  rock,  through  which  the 

abolie ;  il  existe  une  grande  indifference,  offensive  fluids  from  the  drains  often 

la  marche  est  chancelante,  quelquefois  percolate,  causing  unpleasant  and  un- 

impossible.  Lamalade  ^prouve  souvent  wholesome  effluvia." — p.  27-8. 

de  la  somnolence,"  &c.  &c.  The  months  of  Octooer,  November, 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  observed,  and  December,  are  generally  mild  and 

that  whatever  the  primary  seat  of  dis-  pleasant,  the  mean  temperature  of  these 

ease  was  in  the  case  before  us,  extreme  months  being  respectively,   62'',  55®, 

vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  physician  and    51^;    in    January    (the    coldest 

is  required  to  detect  the  very  first  ap-  month)  it  is  45**. 

pearance  of  cerebral  symptoms,  and  to  Dr.  Cox  cautions  the  invalid  against 

use  every  means  calculated  to  oppose  leaving  Italy  too  earlv  in  the  spring, 

their  assault ;  as  even  where  such  symp-  In  1839,  he  left  Naples,  in  charge  of 

tcms  are  not  present,  it  is  often  useful  an  invalid,  on  the  4th  of  April,  when 

to  apply  a  few  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  weather  was  deliciously  warm  :  the 

such  a  way  as  to  affect  the  nervous  Judas  tree  was  in  blossom  in  the  Villa 

centre.  Reale,  and  nightingales  were  singing 
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in  the  Pontine  marahes.    On  the  6th, 

however,   if  was  cold  at  Rome ;  and 

though  it  was  warm  on  the  14th  at 

Bologna,  he  passed  the  Alps  in  a  snow 

"  L'Antour  w  tue  «  alonfer  ce  que  le  lecteur  «e     Storm  on  the  23d. 

toe  4  Abr6]fer."— d*alb2m  bbkt.  N  aples  and  its  neighbourhood  possess 
.                                 mineral  waters  of  high  repute.    The 

Hints  M  LvaUds  about  to  visit  Naples  :    A',*l«f/''  ?**^lTl.f  h  'Jn'JIin'^'^^^rW 
iL  •         OL  J  r    rji      -J*— I  »r^«C»-«.>.      Die  one.    A  pint  oi  it  contains  nearly 

^J^y.i  ^^'J'J!.^  *H^l"^,TT!?rtr  22  KHuna  of  acid  sulphate  of  alumina; 

iron  ;  and  twelve  of 

besides  seven  grains 

or  sulphurous  acid." 

J  *-  .^.     u  «,  1Q.41    o  lOA         Dr.  Cox's*  book  contains  very  useful 

and  Nottingham,  1841.  8vo.  pp.  190.    ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  .^^^Ij^  ^^^  physician. 

Thb  chief  subjects  treated  of  in  this  _. 

work  are  the  medical  topography  of 
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Medieinische  Fragmente  bftreffend  erne  week  under  the  Bignature  of  J.  R.  B., 
aUgemeiM  Lehre  des  Seebadens  und  in  which  they  are  described  as  arising 
der  Sedmder,  tmd  die  Identit'dtsfrage    ^^^inly  from  the  superfluity  of  practi- 

d«.  ICuApocJjn  und  ^^^^^  tioners-from the  "overstocked  medical 

Von   Dr.  Carl   Muhry,  u.  s.  w. 

Herausgegeben  mit  einigen  Zusatzen  market,"  as  the  writer  calls  it.    Our 

Ton  Br.  Adolph  Muhry,  u.  s.  w.  correspondent  evidently  writes  from  a 

Medical  r^agme^s  relaHng  to  a  general  practical  luiowledge  of  the  subject;  and 

system  of  sea-bathing  and  sea  baths,  we  are  glad  to  have  received  a  con- 

and  the  question  of  the  identity  (tf  COW'  firmation  of  the  opinions  which  we 

pose  and  smaU-pox,    By  Dr.  Charles  y^^^  Qftg^  advocated  from  so  respecta- 

HuHRY.     Edited,  with  some  addi-  authority 

tions,   by   Dr.  Aoolphus  Muhry.  Wc  an  autnoniy.                   «   ,  .„  . 

Hanover.  1841.     12mo.  pp.  168.  Look  where  we  wiU,  we  find  illus- 

,  ,.^  .  tradons  of  the  same  fact,  that  the  sup- 
Da,  Charles  ^uhry,  whose  life,  too  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  j^ 

short  for  science  and  his  friends,  ter-  *^  ^  ^      .         .      ,         ^  ^     *i. 

minated  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  was  greater  than  the  demand  for  them,  or 

court-physician  at  Hanover,  and  official  if  not  greater  than  the  demand,  yet  cer- 

physician   (Badearzt)   at  Nordemey.  tainly  greater  than  is  proportionate  to 

^  is   a  sea-bathing  P^^f «  on  the  j^    ^           ^^  ^^^  disposition,  of  the 

German  Ocean,  and  his  appointment  , ,.     *              -    *    JCl^     t«  ^\.^^ 

there  excited  Dr.  Muhry  to  visit    a  pubhc  to  remunerate  them.    In  those 

number  of  similar  spots  in  the  autumn  positions  which  are  deemed  the  highest 

and  winter  of  1839-40,  in  order  to  com-  jn  the  profes&ion,  and  which  have  at 

pare  Uieir  respective  advantages.    He  ^  ^^^  required  either  the  greatest 

visited  Scheveningen,08tend,  Dunkirk,  ^    ^  ?  i     i.       •  j  ^4 \.. -.i»- 

Calais,  Boulogne,^ieppe,  Havre,  Bar-  amount  of  talent  or  mdustry,  or  else 
mouth,  Aberystwith,  Tenby,  Plv-  the  most  fortunate  concurrence  of  ex- 
mouth,  Torquay,  Dawlish,  Weymouth,  temal  circumstances  for  their  attain- 
Brighton,  &c. ;  but  his  health,  pre-  ^^.  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  dispropor-i 
viouslv  feeble,  sank  under  the  hard-  .  '  ^  .  ,  ,  j.j  a 
Sof  such  a  tour  at  such  a  season,  tion  between  the  number  of  candidate 

and  he  died  in  March,  1840.  and  that  of  the  places  that  can  be  founa 

These  fragments  make  us  regret  that  for  them !    It  is  but  a  few  years  since 

his  career  was  so  brief ;  for  Dr.  MUhry  physicians  were  imrited  to  take  high 

was  evidently  a  man  of  talent  as  well  "''  ,  ,       .    ,  , 

^  •  J    *  ^      ^^  stations  in   great  hospitals ;    and   a 

as  of  industry.  ^j,_^a^xx    Lu-       ir 

young  man  had  but  to  attach  mmseli 

^s=====ss======s=============================='    to  a  hospital,  in  order  to  be  sure  of 

MJliUlL/Alj   UA/iJli  1 1 J^.        ^  opposition,  at  some  honourable  and 
Friday y  May  21 ,  1 841 .  profitable  post  in  it    Such  was  the  case 

Mdth  the  majority  of  the  elders  among 

our  present   hospital  physicians  and 

"  Licet  omnlbni,  licet  etiara  mihi,  dipriiltatem     ^„,,,^^^     .,  ^„  *.l,f •;«-wi  fUt^r  offin*.  sa 
Arti,  Mmaem  tueri ;  potcstRs  modo  veniendi  in    surgcons ;  they  obtamed  Uieir  omce  as 

publicum  Bit,  dicendi  periculuoi  noii  recuM."       n  matter  of  course,  with  little  trouble, 

or  with,  at  most,  the  exercise  'of  a  few 

years'  patience :   the  reputation  which 
THE  STATE  OF  THE  PROFESSION.    Jhey  had  acquired  for  talent  orindug- 

Among  the  numerous  letters  which  we  try,  or  their  good  connection,  was  sufil- 

have  received  on  the  subject  of  Medical  cient  to  displace  the  few  and  unimpor- 

Reform,  none  more  plainly  points  out  tant  competitors  for  office.    But  now, 

the  origin  of  the  great  mass  of  evils  how  diflferent  is  the  case  !    Not  only  do 

which  now  press  upon  the  members  of  offices  of  value  become  vacant  less  fre- 

our  profession,  than  that  published  last  quently,   but,  when  vacant,  there  is 
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not  one  diat  is  not  contended  for  by  a  sufficient  reasons  for  incurring  expense, 
number  of  candidates — all,  it  may  be,  of  labour,  and  responsibility.  Nay,  more 
high  merit,  and  all  bringing  forward  than  this,  so  great  is  the  anxiety  for 
powerful  personal  claims.  We  may  the  little  opportunities  which  dispen- 
safely  say  that  there  is  not  now  a  hoa-  saiies  oflfer  to  young  practitioners  for 
pital  in  the  metropolis,  or  in  the  pro-  raising  themselves  above  the  mass,  that 
vinces,  but  has  at  least  three  candidates  they  are  often  goi  vp  for  this  only  pur- 
for  the  next  office  that  may  fall  vacant,  pose ;  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  being 
be  it  what  it  may ;  and  in  many  the  merely  an  end  which  they  accidentally 
number  of  expectants  is  yet  much  fulfil.  And  what  is  worse,  they  are  got 
larger :  so  that  in  general  he  who  de-  up  not  always  by  the  exertions  of 
termines  on  entering  upon  this  high  the  intended  medical  officers,  but  some- 
ground  of  medical  practice  may  rea-  times  even  at  the  expense  of  those  offi- 
sonably  anticipate  that  he  will  have  to  cers  themselves.  It  is  but  a  few  months 
wait  not  less  than  a  doien  years  before  since  we  heard  it  mentioned  with  much 
his  time  for  election  will  arrive;  and  satisfaction,  that  the  poor  of  a  certain 
unless  he  is  most  favourably  placed  by  district  were  likely  to  obtain  consider- 
personal  connection  (a  kind  of  influ-  able  advantage  from  the  establishment 
ence  of  which  the  value  is  now  rapidly  of  a  new  medical  charity  there ;  for 
decreasing)  he  must  be  content  to  that  two  young  practitioners  had  pro- 
maintain  histslaim  for  even  this  distant  mised  to  contribute  each  a  thousand 
privilege  by  constant  and  intense  ai^li-  pounds  towards  its  funds  on  the  (tm- 
cation  to  his  studies.  plied)  condition  that  they  were  to  be 

Such,  we  beHeve,  is  strictly  the  case  the  medical  officers, 

with  the  aspirants  for  the  highest  ad-  The  case  is  nearly  the  same  with  the 

/  vantages  and  honours  which  are  to  be  still  lower  medical  offices;  surgeoncies 

found  in  the  medical  offices  in  our  to  Unions  and  parish-workhouses  are 

large  hospitals.    If  we  descend  a  step,  urgently  canvassed  for,'the  contract  sys^ 

and  look  at  the  state  of  the  smaller  in-  tem  is  humbly  submitted  to,  and  gentle- 

stitutions  and  the  dispensaries,  the  case  men  by  birth  and  education  are  obilged 

is  the  same,  but  the  competition  is  yet  to  allow  themselves  to  be  treated  like 

greater.  And  this  is  the  more  remarkable  little  tradesmen  by  their  inferiors,  in 

when  it  is  considered  how  small,  how  order  to  obtain  what  seems  to  afford  the 

insignificant,  an  amount  of  advantage  only  chance  of  a  decent  maintenance, — 

'  is  to  be  obtained  from  a  connection  the  reputation  of  conducting  a  practice, 

with  these  minor  institutions,  the  ma-  And  if  we  pass  from  the  endeavours  to 

jority  of  which  offer  neither  direct  nor  obtain  public  offices,  for  the  sake  of  the 

indirect    remuneration   of  any    kind  private  practice  to  which  they  are  (often 

whatever.    Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  no  unwisely )  expected  to  lead,  to  the  events 

office  even  in  them  fells  vacant,  but  it  of  private  practice  itself,  the  competi- 

is  earnestly  contested  for :  the  little  tion  only  becomes  more  severe  in  direct 

amount  of  fiune  that  may  result  from  proportion  as  the  stake  contended  for 

publishing  one's  name  in  a  legitimate  is  more  palpably  valuable,  and  more 

advertisement,  the  imagined  connection  immediately  at  hand.    It  would  be  too 

to  which  it  may  lead,  the  erroneously  long  to  tell  even  a  brief  tale  from  our 

.  anticipated  advantage  of  possessing  a  own  knowledge  of  it;  let  our  readers 

title  of  any  sort,  and  the  necessity  of  look  again  over  our    correspondent's 

doing   something    to   maintain   one's  lettier ;  he  is  one  of  themselves,  and  he 

knowledge  and  one's  spiiitSj-^these  are  has  told  then  plainly  enough  their  dis- 
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order,  though  he  may  not  have  8ug-  fallen  in  these  evil  times !    Still,  it  i« 

gested  the  right  remedy ;  let  them  see  some  comfort  to  know  that  the  natural 

if  what  he  has  described  be  not  as  true,  remedy  is  working,  and  that  if  the 

as  it  is  a  vivid,  picture  of  what  may  be  remuneration  of  medioal  services  cannot 

seen  every  day  in  our  profession.    The  be  raised  sufficiently  to  keep  pace  with 

simplest  statement  of  the  case  is,  that  a  the  increased  number  of  those   who 

maintenance  must  be  had  by  all ;  those  claim  a  maintenance  for  them,  the  num- 

on  whom  the  necessity  falls  most  heavily  her  of  claimants  is  slowly,  but  certainly, 

cannot  afford  to  be  very  nice  or  etiquet-  decreasing ;    and  that  in  the  course  of 

tiah  about  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  some  few  years  it  may  reasonably  be 

so  they  be  but  honest ;  and  each,  *'  in  hoped  that  it  will  be  reduced  to  such  & 

his  fall,  drags  down  with  him  the  whole  number  as  may  find   enough  to  serve 

profession:"  few  or  none  can  afford  to  them  all.    At  the  commencement  of 

have  their  whole  practice  taken  from  the  winter  season  we  pointed  out  the  fact 

them,  and  all,  therefore,  descend  a  step  of  the  general  decrease  of  the  number  of 

or  two  that  they  may  adapt  themselves  students  who  had  arrived  in  London  ibr 

to  the  disposition  of  the  pubhc,  whose  the  completion  of  their  medical  studiea. 

eye  is  as  keen  to  the  price  of  medical  At  that  time  we  stated  it  as  our  opinion, 

attendance  as  to  that   of  any  other  that  the  increased  facilities  of  education 

article,  and  who,  when  the  charges  of  in  the  provincial  schools,  to  which  the 

the    practitioners    are    different,    can  decreased  numberofstudents  in  London 

easily  persuade  themselves  that  all  the  was  generally  ascribed,  were  not  sufil- 

eatera  are  paria,  and  find  a  good  excuse  cient  to  account  for  more  than  a  small 

for  employing  the  cheapest.  part  of  the  great  deficiency  at  that  time 

Now  tliis  is  an  evil  not  capable  of  evident.    And  our  opinion  is  fully  cox&- 

remedy  by  any  of  those  schemes  of  firmed,  by  the  fact  that  the  provincial 

medical  reform  that  are  so  fondly  and  schools  have  all,  or  very  nearly  all, 

so  loudly  agitated:    it  is    absurd  to  suffered  decrease  in  the  number  of  their 

charge  this  upon  errors    of   medical  students,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 

government,  or    to  regard  it  as  any  same  or  a  greater  proportion,  than  the 

thing  but  the  natural  result  of  our  London  schools  have.    Add  this  to  the 

profession  having,  not  long  since,  of-  fact,  which  must  be  familiar  to  every 

fered  at  a  low  pride  such  advantages,  provincial  practitioner,  that  the  num- 

both  pecuniary  and  social,  that  more  her  of  pupils  apprenticed  in  each  town 

were  induced  to  enter  it  than  it  can  without  a  medical  school  is  considerably 

honourably  maintain.    Add   to   this,  less  than  it  was  ten  and  twenty  years 

that  the  want  of  power  to  prevent  the  ago,  although  the  number  of  surgeons 

practice  of  unlicensed  men  has  enabled  is  considerably  greater,  and  no  fiurther 

the  whole  multitude  of  chemists  and  evidence  can  be  needed,  that  the  num- 

druggists  and  charlatans  to  come  into  ber  of  practitioners  of  every  class  will, 

open  competition  with  the  legitimate  in  a  few  years,  be  greatly  diminished,  if 

practitioners  of  every  branch  of  the  art,  not  absolutely,  at  least  proportionally 

and  the  fundamental  source  of  the  evil  to  the  increasing  population  and  means 

condition  of  the  medical  profession  is  of  remuneration, 
easily  explained.  But  meantime  inconveniences  must 

Would   that   its   remedy    were   as  be  felt,  and  upon  some  must  fall  hea- 

casy,  and    that  it  could    be  effected  vily.    Yet  it  behoves  all  to  consider 

without  much  endurance  of  hardship  how  they  may  in  some  measure  relieve 

and  annoyance  by  those  whose  lot  has  themselves;    and  there  can  be  little 
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do!£ibt  that  they  will  best  do  this  by  much  the  legitimate  practitioner  may 

taking  the  highestgroand  they  can;  by  suffer  at  the  first  by  refusing  to  do 

avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  all  those  what  he  honestly  regards  as  dirty  work, 

plans  of  gaining  money  or  repute  which  he  may  rely  on  it  that  in  the  long  run 

they  feel  to  be  derogatory,  and  by  en-  he  will  be  repaid  for  his  honesty :  his 

dining  even    a  limited  remuneration  services  cannot  be  dispensed  with  j  he 

patiently,  rather  than  seek  a  compe-  may  proceed  upon  it  as  upon  a  cer- 

tency  by  practice  which  is  dishonourable  tainty  that  good  medical  attendance  will 

to  their  profession.    The  misfortune  is,  at  last  be  paid  for  at  any  price,  and  that 

that  the  public,  finding  the  hold  they  if  he  can  but  wait  he  must  in  the  end 

have  upon  the  medical  man— that  by  get  his  own  terms.  This  belief  is  the  best 

the  competition  he  has  to  encounter  he  guide  that  we  can  offer  for  overcoming 

is  often  driven  to  his  last  resources,  and  all  the  hydra-evils  that  spring  from  the 

compelled  to  be  content  with  almost  present  superfiuity  of  medical  practi- 

any  terms  that  afford-him  a  prospect,  tioners :  they  are  indeed  but  teinporary  ; 

however  distant,  of  bettering  his  condi-  but  they  are  for  the  time  so  heavy  that 

tion— take  advantage  of  him ;  and,  in  any  relief  from  them  ought  gladly  to  be 

the  ordinary  fashion  of  the  day,  grind  made  available, 
him  down.    Hence  it  is  that  public 
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required  even  to  be  paid  for ;  hence  rbcknt  paocbedinos  op  thb  collbgb  or 
that  in  charities,  and  almost  all  other  physicians. 

institutions,  the  only  officers  not  paid,         ^  ^^^  ^^-^^^  ^^^^  Medical  Gazette. 
or  inadequately  paid,  are  the  physicians  gj^ 

and  surgeons,  who  have  to  look  on  Mt  attention  has  been  called  to  an 

calmly  and  unprofitably,  while  solid-  editorial  article  in  a  late  number  of  the 

ton,.,genU.  architects,  and  collectors,  ^^f  rSe«'^'irSriSfars?re 

are  drawing  handsome  incomes  from  account  of  the  more  recent  proceedings 

the  sources  on  which  thetf  gratuitously  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  re^rd 

attend.  Hence,  too,  it  is,  that  shillings,  t?  medical  reform;    The  true  spirit  of 

.,  .  ^   /r  _,  -  •     *•  -.  the  Lancet  has  never  shone  forth  more 

or  nothmg,  are  offered  for  vaccmation ;  conspicuously  than  in  those  few  pages, 

that  medical  services,    like  butcher's  xhe  aim  and  object  of  the  article  is  to 

meat,  and  flour,  are  to  be  tendered  for ;  traduce  a  certain  portion  of  the  College, 

and  that  when  a  practitioner  would  namely,   those  petitioning  Licentiates, 

^^^  ui«  .**.f,,;*o.,.  o^^j^oo  ;«  ♦i,^  «««««  vbo  have  within  the  last  five  or  six 
give  his  gratuitous  services  m  the  cause  ^^  ^^^^^^^  .^^^  ^j^^  fellowship. 

of  chanty,  he  must  ask  leave,  as  a  great  These  gentlemen  have  incurred   the 

&vour,  and  incur  what  are  regarded  as  high    displeasure    of    the    governing 

deep  obligations  by  those  who  give  powers  at  the  Lancet  office,  in  that 

*\^^,  ««♦«-  i^  i»;o  ro«^^„«  '  they  accepted  the  hand  of  good  fellow- 

their  votes  m  his  favour.  ^^^  held  out  to  them,  and  have  lent 

The  fact  is,  that  though,  on  the  one  their  aid  to  reform  abuses,  instead  of 

hand,  there  are  certainly  more  practi-  holding   back    to  participate  in    the 

tioners  than  the  pablic  can  be  rea-  work  of  destruction.    These  are  heavy 

sonably  expected  to  remunerate;  yet,  ^^"^f^  l""  ^frifV^^  ^T""*'  k?^ 

.        .  ^  ^        ,-.  ,  such  men  must  be  held  up  to  pubhc 

on  the  other,  the  public  are  not  made  contumely  lest  their  conduct  should 

to  give  nearly,  so  much  of  either  re-  become  contagious.    The  Lancet  evi- 

spect  or   money  to  the  medical  man  dently  dreads  the  labours  of  those  who 

a.  they   can   weU   afford.     And  the  ^^^^JZ'w!!™  ilfiT^^ill  l««  SSt 

^  .        1.  i_     V  t  of  a  time-wom  eoince.    tor  years  past 

only    mode  m  which   they   can   be  it  has  been  struggling  to  pull  down,  in 

made  to  do  so,  is  by  force.    However  the  hopes  of  electing,  on  the  ruins  of 


360  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

the  old  medical  corporations,  a  new  riety  of  measures  calculated  to  okviatc 
order  of  things,  whien  shall  be  perfec-  these  objections,  and  to  meet  the  wishes 
tion  unimproveable :  in  plain  English  of  the  ^reat  body  of  physicians  scat- 
— a  medical  parliament,  with  the  Lancet  tered  throughout  the  country.     The 
as  Spesdcer.  CoUe^  of    Physicians    virtually   ac- 
To  have  looked  to  the  Lancet  for  a  knowiedged,  by  jianctioning  the  publi- 
simple  statement  of  the  events  that  cation  of  their  Committee's  report,  that 
have    recently    occurred    within    the  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  times 
walls  of  the  College —to  have  antici-  demanded  great  and  important  changes 
pated  in  its  pages  a  candid  acknow-  in  their  constitution.      Some  of  uie 
fedgment  of  the  difficulties  to  be  over-  projected  alterations  had  reference  to 
come  T-  to    have    expected    that   its  the  interior    economy    of   the  corpo- 
columns  would  have  attributed  honour-  ration,  contemplating  more  especially 
able  motives  to  those  who  took  the  the  relation  in  which  the  Fellows  and 
lead  in  the  discussions,  and  have  ac-  Licentiates  should  hereafter  stand  to- 
knowledged  in  their  efforts  a  zeal  for  wards  each  other.  Others  had  reference 
the  welfare  and  honour  of  the  profes-  to  the  relation  which  might  hereafter  ad- 
sion ;  this  would  indeed  have  been  to  vantageously  subsist  between  the  Mem- 
have  hoped   to    gather    grapes  from  hers  oi  the  College  of  Phvsioians  of  Lon- 
thoms,  and  figs  from  thistles.     Far  don,and  those  of  the  Colleges  of  thesis* 
different  is  the  course  of  the  Lancet,  terkin^oms.  The  matter  brought  under 
That   moral   obliquity  of  perception  discussion  involved  both  principles  and 
which    has    distinguished    its    career  details.    It  was  felt  to  be  more  impera- 
throughout,  could  sec  only  in  the  ef-  tive  on  the  College  to  lay  down  general 
forts  of  the  petitioning  Licentiates  "an  principles  than  to  suggest  measures  of 
abandonment   of    the    principles    for  detail.    It  was  consi&red  also,  but  not 
which  they  originally  contended,"  and  until  after  ample  deliberation,  that  it 
an  ardour  in  the  upholding  of  injustice  would  conduce  to  a  better  end,  and 
"  which  might  have  deceived  the  very  work  out  more  practical  benefit  to  the 
elect."  profession,  if  the  College  of  Physicians 
It   is    high    time,    sir,     that    the  confined  its  recommendations,  in  the 
profession    at    large    should    be   set  first  instance,  to  the  improvement  of 
right  on  these  points.     I  feel  assured  its  interior  economv,  thereby  giving  an 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  profession  earnest  of  its  readiness  to  assist  more 
throughout  this  country  are  willinfi^  to  largely  afterwards  in  the  great  work  of 
listen  to  the  truth  when  it  is  set  before  medical  reform, 
them,  and  take   more  i)leasure  in  a       The  first  question,  then,  was,,  how 
plain  unvarnished  tale  than  in  the  dis-  should  the  Licentiate  stand  in  regard  to 
tortion  of  some  facts,  and  the  conceal-  the  Fellows,  keeping  in  view  the  gene- 
ment  of  others.    I  do  them  ouly  com-  ral  interests  of  the  profession  ?    It  was 
mon  justice,  when  I  attribute  to  them  a^eed  on  all  hands,  that    the  term 
no  wish  to   misrepresent   either  the  Licentiate  should  be  abolisihed,  and  that 
motives  or  actions  of  those  who  are  of  Member  substituted.    To  prove  that 
engaged  in  the  business  of  repairing  this  change  was  not  in  name  only,  it 
the  oefects  of  the  old  medical  corpora-  was  further  agreed  that  the  Members 
tions,  and  adapting  them  to  tlie  spirit  or  Licentiates  should  have  access  to  the 
of  the  age  in  which  we  live.    To  such  library  and  museum  of  the  College, 
men  I  now  address  myself;  and  I  feel  It  was  next  proposed  to  endow  them 

rrsuaded  they  will  bear  with  me  while  with  certain  substantive  powers.    The 

state,  as  briefly  as  the  extent  and  original  idea  was  to  grant  to  them  the 

importance  of  the  subject  allows,  the  exclusive  right  of  initiating  all  succes- 

principal    points   whicn    have   lately  sions  to  the  fellowship,  reserving  to  Uie 

oeen  under  discussion  at  the  meetin£[s  existing  Fellows  the  right  of  veto  upon 

of  the  College,  and  the  practical  results  one  hadf  of  their  nominations.    This 

to  which  those  discussions  have  led.  proposal  having  been  objected  to,  it  was 

The  first  sketch  for  the  improvement  then  aereed  that  Fellows  and  Licen- 

of  the  College  of  Physicians  has  been  dates  snould  have  an  equal  right  of 

for  some  time  before  the  public.    After  voting  at  the  election  of  Fellows,  and 

enumerating    the    several    grievances  that  ^l  Members,  of  whatever  standing, 

alleged  by  the  petitioners  for  medical  should  be  eligible  to  the  Fellowship, 
reform,  it  proceeded  to  suggest  a  va-       But  it  was  felt  that  a  bond  of  union 
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between  the  Fellows  and  Members  was  Fellowship,  founded  on  the  locs^tv 
still  wanting.  To  supply  this  defi-  where  the  diploma  had  been  receivea, 
ciency,  it  was  proposed,  and  affieed  to,  should  thenceforth  cease  and  deter- 
that  once  in  every  year  the  Fellows  and  mine.  Greatly  is  it  to  be  regretted 
Licentiates  (or  Members)  should  meet  that  the  praver  of  that  petition  was 
together  at  a  eeneral  conference  or  not  then  (1^33)  freely  and  uncondi- 
concio,  when  Fellows  should  be  elected  tionally  granted  by  the  College.  Had 
(by  ballot),  and  such  other  business  such  a  course  been  taken,  I  am  strangely 
transacted  as  might  hereafter  be  agreed  deceived  if  the  march  of  medical  re- 
upon.  To  prove  the  anxiety  of  the  Col-  form  had  not  then  advanced,  slowly 
lege  to  act  bcnAfide  in  these  matters,  and  but  steadily,  and  the  world  been  spared 
to  give,  not  the  semblance  but  the  sub-  that  sad  display  of  iarring  interests 
stance  of  corporate  improvement^  to  and  contendm^  factions  which  the 
the  mat  body  of  physicians  practising  medical  profession  presents  at  the  pre- 
in  wis  country,  it  was  then  agreeo,  sent  moment. 

that   all    physicians    now    pracdsine        On  the  desirableness  of  amalgamat- 

throughout  Lneland  and  Wales  with  ing  into  one  College  or  Commonalty 

a  diploma  of  M.D.,  obtained,  after  ex-  all  the  practising  phvsicians  throu^h- 

amination,  from  any  British  University,  out  England  and  Wales,  and  of  giving 

should  be  entitled  to  admission  as  a  to  them  all  one  common  interest,  the 

Member  of  the  College  without  exami-  CoUeg^  of  Physicians  is  now  agreed, 

nation,  provided  application  should  be  They  nave  come  to  the  determination 

made  within  twelve  months  from  the  of  recommending  measures  which  will, 

passing  of  any  new  act  or  ordinance  I  sincerely  believe,  contribute  to  that 

for  the  regulation  of  the  College  of  most  desirable  consummation.     They 

Physicians ;  and  that,  at  the  expira-  are  willing  to  ^  further,  and  in  the 

tion  of  such  year  of  grace,  the  list  of  same  spirit  to  discuss  with  the  govem- 

Fellows  should  be  au^ented  by  about  ment,  and  the  other  corporate  oodies, 

one-fourth  of  their  existing  number.  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussions  on  establish  a  proper  relation  between  the 

those  points,  it  was,  as   the  Lancet  practising  physicians  of  this  and  the 

stated,  proposed  by  certain  members  sister  kingdoms ;  to  oiganize  a  council 

of  the  College,  that  the  order  of  Licen-  of  revision ;  and  to  secure,  by  proper 

tiates  should  be  abolished  altogether,  enactments,  a  due  amount  of  elemen- 

This  proposal  was  objected  to,  on  the  tarymedical  and  scientific  education, 
ground  that  it  was  desirable  to  uphold        While  the  College  is  proceeding  in 

reasonable  objects  of  ambition  to  the  this  just  and  honourable  course,  let  the 

eiysician  at  all  periods  of  his  career,  readers  of  the  Lancet  hesitate  ere  they 

is  first  object  would  be,  after  acquir-  give  credence  to  the  stories  they  ma^ 

ing  academical   honours,    to  become  hear  of  renegade  Licentiates,  and  their 

Member  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  abandonment  of  principle.    The  cause 

then  Fellow,  then  one  of  the  Consi-  they  have  at  heart,  the  improvement 

Uaiii ;  reserving,  as  the  highest  object  of  the  medical  profession,  will,  I  am 

•of  ambition,  in  his  maturer  years,  the  persuaded,  be  better  served  by  ample 

dignity  of  ^sident.    The  Lancet  mis-  deliberation,  and  the  careful  iraprove- 

represents  the  petitioning  Licentiates,  ment  of  Msting  institutions,  than  by 

wnen  it  avers  or  imphes  that  they  the  adoption  of  untried  schemes,  and 

contended  for  an  absolute  equality  of  the  substitution  of  a  visionary  sim- 

privileges  between  the  orders  of  Licen-  plicity,  inapplicable  to  the  varied  state 

tiate   and  Fellow.     Their  complaint  of  society  in  the  different  portions  of 

was,  that  the  graduates  of  Oxford  and  this  extended  empire.     To  co-operate 

Cambridge  claimed  admission  to  the  wiA    their   fellow    members   of   the 

Fellowship  as  a  right,  while  graduates  College  of  Physicians  in  attaining  such 

of  other  Universities  (including,  ex  ne-  an  object,  will  be,  as  it  has  been,  the 

cMsUate  r«,  all  Dissenters)   were  «c-  constant  aim  of  the  petitioning  lacen- 

cUtded  from    making   such  a   claim,  tiates,  in  spite  of  all  the  sarcasms  of 

This  was  the  master-grievance  of  the  the  Lancet. — I  am,  sir, 
petitioning  Licentiates.     They  never  Your  obedient  servant, 

prayed  that  the  distinction  of  Fellows  Philodemus. 

and  Licentiates  should  cease,  but  that       London.  May  is,  I84i. 
the  distinction  as  to  admission  to  the  """* 
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ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  ^  '*«  ^^^  f  AmputaHofU  pir^fiMd 

at  the  North  London  Ho^al.    By  Mr< 
SOCIETY.  PoTTSiL.    Commimicated  by  Mr.  Liston. 

.  *  Mr.  Perry  said  he  should  like  to  uk  of 

De.  Williams  in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Liaton  whether  the  exactly  tranaverae 

„....  manner  in  which  the  limb  waa  described  as 

being  transfixed,  in  forming  the  flaps,  had 

Cbliea  Pietonum  treated  with  Warm  Water,  been  adopted  in  order  to  avoid  the  oblique 

By  John  Wilson,  M.D.   PhyMcian  to  division  of  the  femoral  artery,  which  had 

the  Middlesex  Hospital.  l,een  stated  as  one  of  the  objections  against 

In  this  paper,  the  author,  after  referring  to  the  flap  amputations  of  the  thigh.     In  many 

the   compUcated  treatment   of  the  disease  cases  that  he  had  witnessed  of  the  ordinary 

pursued  at  the  hospital  of  La  Charite,  pro-  flap  amputations,  the  artery  had  alwa^  been 

poses  to  illustrate  two  of  the  remedies  there  very  obliquely  divided,  so  that  it  could  bo 

used,  in  combination,  namely,  enemas  and  tied  only  with  considerably  gpreater  difficulty 

hot  baths.  than  in  circular  amputations. 

In  six  cases  of  colica  pietonum,  some  of        Mr.  Liston  said  that  the  formation  of 

them   of  much  severity,   and  complicated  antero-posterior  flaps  vros  adopted  without 

with  paralysis.   Dr.  Wilson  has  employed  any  reference   to  the  mode  in  which  the 

enemas  administered  in   the   hot-bath,   in  femoral  artery  was  divided.     It  had  oonai- 

one  case  by  the  patient  himself,  and  consist-  derable  advantages  in  securing  the  stump 

ing  of  the  water  of  the  bath.     The  effect  of  from  the  protrusion  of  the  bone,  which  was 

this  combination  has  been  very  successful,  very  likely  to  take  place  after  amputations 

both  in  regard  to  the   symptoms  of  pain  with  lateral  flaps.     In  them  there  was  no- 

and  constipation,  and  to  the  paralysis  where  thing  left  by  which  the  action  of  the  psoaa 

that  existed.     In  the  course  of  his  statement  and  iliacus  muscles  could  be  prevented  from 

the  author  notices  the  presence  of  looseness  pulling  the  thigh  upwards  towards  the  ab- 

of  the  gums,  blueness  at  their  edges,  and  a  domen  ;  nor  could  any  artificial  means  be 

foetor  Uke  that  of  mercury,  where  none  had  adopted  to  prevent  this,  especially  in  chil* 

been  taken  ;  and  informs  us  that  he  has  no-  dren  ;  and  its  consequence  very  frequently 

ticed  this  latter  circumstance  in  other  cases  was,  that  the  sawn  end  of  the  bone  was  so 

of  colica  pietonum.  drawn  up    as  to  protrude  at  the  anterior 

He  next  details  a  case  of   constipation  angle  of  the  wound.     The  antero-posterior 

not  attributable  to  lead,  in  which  the  above  flaps   permitted  no  inconvenience  of  this 

remedies  had  proved  equally  successful.     In  kind.      As  to  the  oblique  division  of  the 

some  of  the  above  cases  this  treatment  is  femoral  artery,  he  did  not  consider  that  a 

used  alone ;  in  others  it  is  followed  up  by  mattef  of  any  importance  ;    it  was  easy 

doses  of  pil.  saponis  c.  opio,  of  oleum  ri-  enough  to  dissect  its  cut  extremity  a  little 

ciui,  with  tinctura  opii,  or  with  a  solution  of  backwards  with  the  amputating  knife,  and 

sulphate  of  magnesia  and  carbonate  of  mag-  cipply  the  ligature  quite  above  the  division, 

nesia  in  mint  water.  however  oblique  it  might  be. 

Mr.   Rutherford    Alcock  said   that  the 

The  President  said  that  the  method  of  question  of  amputations  gcneraUy.  and  of 
treating  the  disease  at  La  Charite,  to  which  the  different  modes  of  performing  them,  and 
^.  *!..  """^ted,  had  long  been  of  the  effects  of  different  circumstances  upon 
proved  in  this  country  to  be  unnecessarily  the  results  of  the  cases,  had  engaged  much- 
complicated  and  severe.  At  St.  Thomas's  of  hia  attention  for  several  years.?  Many  of 
Hospital  it  was  Always  found  that  the  dis-  the  results  which  he  had  attained  were  already 
ease  would  yield  to  the  administration  of  before  the  pubUc,  and  he  would  now  limit 
purgatives  of  almost  any  kind,  combined  hunself  to  observations  on  the  principd 
with  opiates.  He  beheved  the  only  novelty  topics  of  the  present  paper,  and  espedaUy 
in  the  present  paper  was  the  recommenda-  to  the  question  of  the  comparative  advan- 
tion  that  the  warm  water  enema  should  be  tages  of  the  flap  and  circuhir  modes  of  ope- 
administered  in  the  bath,  and  that  the  pa-  ration,  and  the  resulU  of  each  with  reference 
tient  should  be  allowed  to  discharge  his  to  the  ultimate  terminations  of  the  cases, 
fBoes  tbere  also.  ^j  ^^  ^^j^  aoddente  that  supervene  on 


S^^ltTZ."^"*  "ii*^""  ^   *^"  the  femoral  artery  was  not  a  matter  of  mi. 

theprfore,  to  say,  that  it  had  been  very  sue-  obUque  division  of  the  smaUer  arteries  had 

oeajful  even  m  ojjes  of  great  severity.  not"  some  influence  in  briSgSg^TpS! 

A  paper  was  aftenwds  read-  mitting  that  accident.    He^dftenthoSSht 
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that,  In  flap  ampntattonf ,  the  small  veasela  more  nqsid  mode  of  operating  than  the  dr- 

retracted  only  partially,  which,  in  circular  cuUir,  and  to  this  full  weight  muet  be  allowed ; 

ampntationa,  would  hare    retracted    com-  for  pain  is  in  itself  an  absorbent  of  life,  and 

pletely ;  or  that  the  vessels  in  the  former  is   always  followed  by  a    motion    and  a 

case  were  overlooked,  which,  in  the  latter,  febrile  disturbance,  that  may  have  an  im- 

bleeding  distinctly,  would  have  been  secured,  portant  influence  on   the  recovery  of  the 

Nothing,  however,  had  convinced  him  more  patient.     At  the  same  time  he  thought  that 

of  the  necessity  of  having  accurate  records  of  the  difference  in  this  respect  between  the 

series  of  cases,  and  of  not  trusting  to  general  two  modes  of  operation  had  been  overrated* 

impressions,  than  the  results  of-ampntations.  Eighty  or  ninety  seconds  were  ordinarily 

In  these  questions,  more  than  in  any  others,  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  circular 

general  impressions  were  apt  to  be  erro-  operation ;  and  if  the  flap  amputation  were 

neons,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  strength  done  in  fifty  or  sixty,  the  difTerenoe  of  the 

of  the  impression  which  single  events,  deemed  times  during  which  the  patient  was  in  eadi 

at  the  time  remarkable  or  important,  make  exposed  to  pain  was  really  not  so  great  that 

upon  the  mind.     With  respect  to  this  very  much  importance  could  be  attributed  to  it. 

question  of  secondary  haemorrhage,  for  in-  It  did  not  appear  to  him,  therefore,  that  on 

stance,  he  had  himself  gained  a  very  wrong  this  ground  there  could  be  any  just  reason 

impression  from  two  cases,  which  was  not  for  discarding  the  circular  mode  of  operation, 

corrected  till  he  had  accurately  sscertained  A  more  important  point  seemed  to  him  to 

the  results  of  the  whole  series  of  those  that  be  involved  in  the  question  of  the   after 

had  fallen  under  his  observation.     The  two  treatment  of  the  stump.    There  was  nothing 

cases  were  these : — In   an  epidemic  from  of  which  he  was  more  certain  than  that  the 

whidi  the  troops  under  his  charge  suffered  idea  of  the  advantages  of  union  by  the  first 

at  Vittoria,  the  legs  in  several  cases  became  intention,  which  was  so  commonly  held,  in 

gangrenous,  and  required  amputation.     In  this  country,  was  greatly  exaggerated,  and 

the  first  two  Instances  he  amputated  in  each  he  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  in  some 

patient  one  leg  by  the  flap,  and  the  other  cases,  such  a  union  was  not  only  of  no  ad- 

by  the  circular  operation ;  and  in  both  these  vantage,  but  was  actually  mischievous,  and 

cases  the  flap  operation  was  followed  by  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  patient.     For 

secondary  hsemorrhage ;  but  after  the  circular  patients,  after  immediate  union  of  the  wound, 

none  supervened.     The  circumstance  made  would  often,  as  he  had  himself  seen,  die  of 

such  an  impression  on  him  that  he  enter-  the  very  diseases  which  were  said  to  result 

tainedno  doubt  that  flap  amputations  were  from   the  wound    remaining    open.     In   a 

more  obnoxious  to  secondary  haemorrhage  primary  amputation,  after  an  accident  in  a 

than  circular,  till  he  came  to  sum  up  the  healthy  man,  it  was  no  doubt  most  natural 

results  of  all  his  cases,  or,  at  least,  of  all  to  desire  that  the  wound  should  be  healed  as 

those  of  whidi  he  had  a  rq^lar  and  well-  quickly  as  possible ;  and  probably,  in  these 

kept  series.     The  result  of  this  examination  cases,  it  was  best  to  try  to  obtain  a  union 

was,  that  in  115  cases,  of  which  90  were  by  the  first  intention.     But  in  secondary 

drealar  amputations,  and  25  flap  amputa-  amputations,   and  in  those  performed  for 

tlons,  the  proportion  of  secondary  hsemor-  diseases  of  the  limbs,  when  the  incisions 

rfaages  was  somewhat  greater  in  the  former  were  made  through  diseased  tissues,  there 

than  fat  the  latter.     In  the  second  place,  was  no  use  whatever,  but,  he  believed,  a 

with  regard  to  the  liability  to  necrosis  of  the  disadvantage,  in  bringing   them    together, 

sawn  bone  in  the  two  classes  of  cases,  he  did  They  would  almost  invariably  open  again, 

not  think  that  any  difference  could  be  found  and  place  themselves  in  the  position  in  vriiich 

between  them :   and  it  was  the  same  with  they  had  better  have  been  l^  from  the  first, 

regard  to  the  conical  form  of  the  stump,  an  This  was  especially  the  case  when  limbs  were 

event  which  he  believed  could  only  very  amputated  for  diseases  which  had  been  con- 

rardy  oocor  after  either  kind  of  amputation,  nected  with  a  considerable  discharge.     In  all 

if  dexterously  performed  by  a  sorgeon  prac-  these  it  was  dangerous  to  stop  the  discharge 

tised  in  the  operation.     As  in  the  115  cases  too  suddenly,  and  it  had  been  proposed  to 

alluded  to  it  had  occurred  only  twice,  he  make  an  issue  near  the  end  of  the  stump,  to 

could  not  draw  any  conclusion  respecting  its  keep  up  an  artificial  drain  to  replace  that 

frequency  in  one  or  the  other  operation,  which  had  been  cut  off.     But  this  method* 

With  reference  to  the  main  question  of  the  he  thought,  would  be  very  inconvenient,  and 

comparative  mortalities  6f  each  mode  of  such  indeed  as  could  scarcely  be  put  in  prac- 

operation,  he  has  found  that  his  results  were  tice ;    another,   which   he    had    sometimes 

by  a  fraction  disadvantageous  to  the  flap  adopted,  and  which  seemed  to  fulfil  all  the 

ampntationa.     He  was  not,  therefore,  pre-  intention,  consisted  in  passing  a  skein  of 

pared  to  agree  in  what  was  said  to  be  the  silk  through  the  lower  part  of  the  wound, 

growing  opinion  that  this  operation  would  and  thus  maintaining,  for  a  time,  a  constant 

in    time  completely  supersede    the  odier.  irritation  and  a  discharge  of  matter,  which 

It  was  tnie  toot  the  flap  ampatetion  was  s  afterwards  might  be  gradually  reduced. 
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Mr.  Benjamin  PhiUipi  wid  that  it  was  a  deration  in  recommending  any  operation, 
aouroe  of  great  gratification  to  him  to  find  He  tfaongfat  it  important  that  we  abonld 
that  the  resulta  of  the  inqniries  which  he  had  possen  not  merely  a  knowledge  of  the  groat 
made  Bome  years  ago  had  heen  now,  of  late  amonnti  bnt,  if  poesible,  of  thedrcumatanoes 
years,  repeatedly  and  completely  confirmed,  which  render  it  greater  or  leas,  and  this 
Some  years  ago  a  paper  of  his  had  been  read  oonld  only  be  obtained  by  tables  marking 
at  this  society,  detailing  the  results  which  he  the  limbs  amputated,  the  modes  of  open- 
had  drawn  ftY>m  an  analysis  of  all  the  cases  tion,  the  diseue  or  injury  for  which  it  was 
of  amputation  that  he  could  meet  with ;  but  performed,  the  age  and  otiaer  drcumstancea 
the  oondusions  to  which  he  had  arriyed  were  of  the  patient ;  for  on  all  these  the  greatest 
at  that  time  so  contrary  to  the  generally  dilTerenoes  of  result  depended :  if  twenty 
received  opinions  in  this  country,  that  it  was  arms  were  amputated,  it  was  probable  that 
bdiered  that  there  must  have  been  some  there  would  not  be  more  than  one  fatal  case, 
great  error  in  his  calculations,  and  the  but  the  deaths  would  probably  be  much 
council  of  the  society  had  decided  that  it  greater  in  twenty  amputations  of  the  thigh, 
would  not  be  safe  to  publish  his  paper.  And  so  again  in  any  hospital  where  the 
At  that  time  the  North  London  Hospital  greater  number  of  amputations  were  per> 
was  the  only  one  in  London  at  which  any  formed  for  diseases  of  the  joints,  as  at  St. 
regular  record  of  the  results  of  operationB  George's,  the  results  would  always  i^pear 
was  kept,  but  now  he  had  been  gUid  to  find  much  more  unfavourable  than  where  the  same 
the  system  considerably  extended,  so  that  operations  were  performed  for  accidents, 
the  number  of  cases  admitting  of  analysis  ^d  again  in  the  case  of  accidents,  the  re- 
had  lately  very  much  increased,  and  allowed  suits  obtained  by  a  surgeon,  who  always  did 
of  conclusions  being  drawn  with  a  degree  of  his  best  to  save  a  limb  from  being  ampu- 
oertainty  before  unattainable.  Nothing  was  tated  at  all,  would  constantly  seem  less 
more  important  than  that  conclusions  should  fmvourable  tiian  those  obtained  by  one  who 
not  be  drawn  from  a  small  number  of  cases,  usually  amputated  at  once.  All  these  things 
and,  as  an  example,  he  could  have  nothing  required  much  further  investigation ;  nor 
better  than  the  statements  contained  in  the  would  it  be  possible  to  make  them  out  ez- 
paper  just  read.  When  he  made  his  inquiries,  cept  by  the  accumulation  of  a  considerable 
the  records  of  the  North  London  Hospital  number  of  cases  bearing  upon  each. 

showed  that  23  amputations  had  been  per-  

formied,  and  of  that  number  only  one  case 

had  died ;  whereas  now,  66  amputations,  it  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

seems,  have  been  performed,  uid  10  have  

terminated    fatally.      Hie  same  could  be 

illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the  cases  of  To  Me  Editor  of  the  Medical  Garette. 
amputation  at  the  Boston  Hospitals;   the 

proportion  of  deaths  among  the  cases  occur-  °^^» 

ring  in  successive  periods  of  two  yean  each  If  you  judge  the  following  case  of  uterine 

being  widely  different,  and  varying  as  much  flooding  worthy  of  a  column  in  your  valuable 

as  from  four  per  cent,  to  near  fifty  per  cent,  periodical,  it  is  at  your  service. — I  am,  sir. 

It  was  plain,  therefore,  that  certain  results  Your  obedient  servant, 

could  be  drawn  only  from  the  analysis  of  A  Studbnt  of  Obstvtuct. 

very  large  numben  of  cases«    In  his  paper  he  Ony 's  Hospital,  May  4, 1841 . 
had  compared  650  cases,  and  the  remit  was 

that  the  mortality  was  23}  per  cent.,  and  C.  D.,  a   stout  Irish  woman,  st.   35, 

that  result  was  deemed  so  extraordinary  and  living  in  White  Street,  Borough,  requested 

improbable  that  every  one  thought  there  my  attendance  at   eleven  o'clock  on  the 

must  ht  some  error  in  it.     Bnt  since  that  morning  of  Friday,  March  19th,  she  being 

time  several  other  reports  had  been  pub-  then  in  labour  with  her  sixth  diild.     Uterine 

Ushed    from   Boston,     Massachusets,    the  pains  had  commenced  five  houra  previously, 

Glasgow  Infirmary,  and  the  Liverpool  Infir-  and  had  continued  constantiy  and  severely 

mary,  and  these  had  enabled  him  to  make  until  half-past  ten  o'clock,  at  whidi  time 

up  his  list  to  1150  cases,  and  the  result  of  the  membranes  mptured,  and  she  sent  fbr 

aU  these  was,  that  the  avep^je  mortality  was  me.     Immediately  on  reaching  her  reaidenoe« 

27  per  cent.     He  did  not  regard  it  as  a  I  proceeded  to  inake  an  examination,  and 

matter  of  so  much  importance  as  some  seemed  found  the  child's  head  presenting  naturslly, 

to  think  it,  to  determine  what   was   the  and  distending  the  extcnul  parte :  in  a  iiew 

amount  of  mortality  in  this  or  any  other  mlnutea  it  was  expelled, 

operation ;  it  could  not  much  influence  the  Uterine  action  was  now  for  a  short  time 

question  of  whether  in  any  given  ease  the  suspended,  but  when  resumed,  one  strong 

operation  should  be  performed  or  not ;  yet,  at  pain  forcibly  expelled  tlie  child,  and  with  it 

the  same  time,  the  average  chance  of  recovery  a  large  quantity  of  dark-coloured  blood.      I 

ought  in  all  cases  to  be  taken  into  consi-  grasped  the  lower  parietes  of-  the  abdomen 


bN  UTERINE  HifiMOHRHAGE. 


365 


with  my  hand,  and  fdt  the  uterus  gradually 
getting  Binaller  and  harder,  although  a  con- 
siderable flooding  still    continued.      In   a 
short  time  the  nterus  became  firmly  con- 
tracted, and  the  haemorrhage  very  trivial.     I 
then  tied  the  umbilical  cord ;  the  child  was 
full  grown,  and  healthy.      After  remaining 
in  the  house  nearly  an  hour,  during  which 
time  but  a  very  little  blood  was  lost,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  withdraw  the  placenta.     But  the 
slightest  attempt    to    accomplish    this   by 
traction  of  the  umbilical  cord   was  followed 
by  its  rupture,  and  thus  for  five  or  six  times, 
whilst  using  the  utmost  care,    the    funis 
snapped — at  last  close  to  its  placental  in- 
sertion.    I  then  introduced  my  fingers  into 
the  vagina,   to  withdraw  the  placoita,  but 
this,  in  like  manner,  broke  down  beneatb 
the  pressure  of  the  fingera ;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  entire  mass  had  been  grasped,  that 
its  withdrawal  could  be  effected :    it  was 
much  discoloured,  and  of  offensive  smell : 
the  membranes  came  away  with  it.      A 
laige  gush  of  fluid,  and  partly  coagulated 
blood,  immediately  followed  the  removal  of 
the  placenta.   The  uterus  was  still  apparently 
firmly  contracted,   notwithstanding  which, 
however,   I   applied  cloths  dipped  in  cold 
water  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and 
vulva.     The  woman  now  complained  of  feel- 
ing faint,  but  as  the  pulse  was  still,  com- 
paratively speaking,  strong,  and  no  alarming 
symptoms,  excepting  the  haemorriiage,  were 
present,   I  did  not  attempt  to  arrest  the 
apppoadung    syncope.      She  continued  in 
a  state  of  faintness  for  some  time,  during 
which   the   bleeding    was   almost   entirely 
stopped,  a  small  discharge  only  occasion- 
ally  taking  place:   the   tc/enct    remained 
eantraeied.       Knowing    that    the    flood- 
ing must  depend  on  an  extraordinary  dis- 
turbance  of   the    circulation,    I    had   the 
doon  and  windows  opened,  and  allowed  my 
patient  to  be  but  very  lightly  clothed.  She  re- 
covered from  her  state  of  syncope  slowly,  and 
the  bleeding  did  not  return.    I  remained  with 
her  half  an  hour,  and  -then  (my  residence 
being  but  a  few  minutes'  walk  distant)  left 
her,  having  tightened  a  bandage  previously 
applied,  and  forbidden  any  conversation  to 
be  held  with  her,  or  remarks  which  might 
excite  her  to  be  made  in  her  presence. 

In  about  an  hour  I  was  hastily  summoned, 
the  messenger  informing  me  that  she  had 
bc^un  to  **  bleed  worse  than  ever,  and  that 
the  bed  was  soaking  through  and  through." 
I  made  as  much  haste  as  possible  to  the 
bouse,  taking  witl)  me  a  small  bottle  con- 
taining tinctura  of  digitalis,  which  I  had 
obtained,  fearing  that  the  hiemorrhage 
might  return. 

On  reaching  the  patient's  room,  I  found 
that,  in  consequence  of  her  having  com- 
plained of  chilliness,  her  friends  had  kindled 
an  immense  fire,  which  made  the  small  room 


insufferably  hot,  doted  the  windows,  and 
heaped  all  ih»  clothes  of  which  they  eonld 
possess  themselves  upon  her  person.  I  had 
the  fire  immediately  diminished,  and  re- 
moved all  the  clothes,  excepting  a  sheet. 
The  woman  had  been  some  time  in  a  state 
of  syncope ;  the  countenance  and  lips  were 
bleached,  the  breathing  hurried,  the  pulse 
was  very  feeble,  the  extremities  cold.  On 
placing  my  hand  over  the  abdomen,  I  found 
the  uterus  quite  as  perfisetly  contracted  as 
when  I  had  left,  an  hour  belbre,  or  at  it  is 
usually  found  after  labour.  Any  person 
not  being  aware  of  the  eirenmstanoes,  on 
feeling  the  state  of  the  uterus  through  the 
abdominal  parietes,  would  have  pronounced 
the  woman,  for  the  time  at  least,  perfectly 
secure  from  flooding.  In  a  short  time  the 
pulse  became  stronger  and  more  frequent, 
and  consdousness  returned  ;  a  small  dis- 
charge of  blood  also  threatened  a  return 
of  the'  hemorrhage.  I  then  gave  twenty 
drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis,  and  in  a 
short  time  its  beneficial  effects  were  remark- 
able; the  pulse  became  softer,  and  its 
rapidity  duninished.  I  watched  the  case 
until  the  evening,  and  repeated  the  tincture 
of  digitalis  twice.  The  flooding  never  re- 
turned with  alarming  violence  after  the 
administration  of  the  fint  dose. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  the  above 
communication,  because  I  consider  the  case 
very  remarkable.  I  am  aware  that  distur- 
bance o(  the  drcttlation,  violent  action  of 
the  blood-vessels,  does  occasionally  exdte 
uterine  hsemorrhage,  even  when  the  uterua 
is  duposed  to  contract;  but  in  this  case 
the  contraction  was  perfect.  I  am  fully 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  tudden  relaxation 
of  the  uterine  parietes,  which,  by  opening 
the  mouths  of  the  vessels,  permitted  the 
flooding  to  take  place,  because  for  nearly 
three  quarten  of  an  hour  I  was  firmly 
grasping  the  abdomen,  and  fueling  the  hard 
contracted  uterus  within  my  bands.  I 
must  not  omit  to  state  that  Wore  I  was 
sent  for  to  the  case  at  all,  the  woman  had 
been  well  plied  with  spirits  "to  comfort 
her,"  and  this  of  course  would  exdte  and 
disturb  the  drculation :  her  previous  labours, 
hoi^ver,  had  been  all  attended  with 
flooding,  in  a  degree  more  or  less  ahuining. 
The  quantity  of  blood  lott  was  amazing: 
I  will  not  venture  to  say  how  much.  Is  it 
possible,  considering  the  carious  state  of 
the  pUcenta  and  fHinis,  that  the  uterine 
vessels  might  be  in  the  same  way  weak  or 
diseased?  But  aupposing  this  to  have 
been  the  ease,  does  it  in  any  way  explain 
this  strange  occurrence  ? 
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C  ii  8  S  S  undisturbed  $  pain  in  the  nape  and  back  of 

^  the  neck  increaaed  by  pressure  ;  head  twisted 

DISLOCATIONS  AND  FRACTURES  ^t;Z:^^  ^^^^^^.'ZS^ 

IN  THE  CERVICAL  PART  OF  THE  be  slighUy  moved  backwards  and  forwards ; 

VERTEBRAL  COLUMN.  pain  extending  from  the  neck  in  the  direc- 

n    -.     e,  .,.•  tion  of  the  nerres  to  tiae  axilla ;  incomplete 

By  De.  Schuk,  of  Vienna.  paralysis  of  the  extensors  of  the  ilngera  of 

the  left  hand,  with  full  power  of  moring  the 

CMiill.'^J>islocatioHwithoutfraciure. —  hand  and  elbow-joint ;  motions  of  the  lower 

Far  more  rare  than  the  dislocations  of  one  limbs  free ;   urine  and  faeces  healthy,  and 

oblique  process  are  the  cases  in  which  both  passed  naturally ;  pulse  slow.     The  spinous 

articulating  processes  are   luxated,  so  that  processes  could  not  be    traced  through  die 

one  remains  fixed  on  the  point  of  the  cor*  deep  laye^of  fat  by  which  they  werecorered. 

responding  process   of   the   vertebra  next  Attempts  at  reduction  were  made ;  the  first 

below  it ;    while  the   other,   having   been  was  of  no  avail,  but  the  second  succeeded  in 

raised  up  to  the  top  of  the  corresponding  setting  the  head  straight,  and  rendering  it 

process  of  the  next  inferior  vertebra,  has  tolerably  capable  of  motion  in  all  directions  i 

passed  over  it  and  to  its  anterior  surface,  but  the  back  of  the  neck  still  remained  sen- 

This  cannot  take  place  without  disruption  of  sitive  on  pressure.     Cold  lotions,  and  the  ab- 

the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  tearing  of  the  straction  of  a  pound  of  blood,  were  ordered, 
intervertebral  cartilage,  narrowing  of   the        Next  day  the  patient  had  retention  of 

vertebral  canal,  and  violent  crushing  of  the  urine,  and,  in  the  evening,  creeping  pain  and 

spinal  marrow.     In  such  cases  the  part  of  loss  of  motion  in  the  left  arm,  as  well  as  in 

the  column  above  the  situation  of  the  dislo-  the  left  foot,  but  no  destruction  of  sensibility ; 

cation  suffers  a  slight  twisting  on  its  axis,  his  pulse  beat  only  about  thirty  times  in  Uie 

and  does  not  lie  in  a  line  with  that  which  is  minute.     He  was  again  bled  to  a  pound, 
below;  there  are  thus  two  axis  lines,  of  which        On  the  second  day  after  the  accident,  he 

the  upperissomewhatthe  nearer  to  the  middle  had  difficulty  of  swallowing;  bis  respiratioa 

line  of  the  body,  and  forms  a  very  obtuse  was  effected  only  by  the  diaphragm  and  ab- 

angle  with  the  lower.      The  direction  and  dominal  muscles,  and  he    made    constant 

position  of  the  spinous  processes  of  the  ver-  efforts  to  expectorate  hard  and  tough  mucus ; 

tebrae  above  the  luxation  are  correspondingly  the  pain  in  the  arm  was  diminished,  but  it 

altered ;  but,  in  the  living  subjeot,  this  can  be  was  frequently  twitching  about.     The  pulse 

discerned  only  in  very  lean  |)ersons.    The  was  42  ;  leeches  were  apphed  to  the  back  of 

symptoms  during  life  are,   therefore,  pain,  the  neck. 

impeded  motion  of  the  neck,  turning  of  the  Oa  the  third  day  he  had  panlysis  of  mo- 
head  to  one  side,  and  all  those  of  crusliing  tion,  but  not  of  sensation,  in  all  the  limba, 
of  the  cord.  The  same  symptoms  would  and  had  still  no  power  of  passing  his  urine, 
undoubtedly  arise  from  a  fracture  of  the  His  intellect  was  undisturbed ;  his  pulse 
vertebrae,  with  displacement  of  the  portions  varied,  and,  notwithstanding  his  difficulty  of 
of  bone.  When  only  one  articulating  pro-  breathing  snd  of  expectoration,  he  was  in 
cess  is  dislocated,  and  is  raised  to  the  point  good  spirits. 

of  that  below  it,  there  is  no  encroachment  On  the  night  of  the  fourth  day  he  had  a 
on  the  vertebral'  canal,  and  therefore  no  severe  rigor,  followed  by  heat ;  he  was  rest- 
crushing  of  the  cord ;  but  the  pressure  de-  less  and  slightly  delirious,  and  had  frequent 
pendent  on  the  slight  curve  of  the  canal,  or  twitchings  in  ^l  his  limbs;  he  could  turn 
an  effusion  of  blood  on  the  spinal  marrow,  his  head  round  with  ease,  but  could  not  so 
as  well  as  the  concussion  which  the  latter  easily  move  it  backwards  and  forwards.  Tlie 
receives  nmultaneously  with  the  luxation,  neck  was  again  leeched, 
may  produce  similar  disturbances  in  the  In  the  two  following  nights  he  had  the 
nervous  system ;  in  practice,  therefore,  the  same  symptoms ;  on  that  of  the  seventh  day 
diagnosis  of  one  kind  of  luxation  from  he  was  again  restless  and  slightly  delirious, 
another,  or  from  firacture  with  displacement  and  his  sensibility  was  diminished  both  on 
of  the  portions  of  bone,  is  sometimes  quite  the  extremities  and  on  the  trunk ;  he  lay 
impossible.  motionless  on  his  bed  like  one  dead,  or  like 
F.  F.,  a  robust  man,  thirty-three  years  a  living  head  set  on  a  lifeless  trunk.  The 
old,  fell  down  in  his  sleep  from  a  beam  temperature  was  equal  over  the  whole  body, 
several  feet  high,  and  lay  a  long  time  un-  and  not  increased ;  but  the  patient  oom- 
consdous.  When  he  became  sensible  he  plained  of  an  excessive  internal  heat,  so  that 
complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  neck,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  be  covered  by  more 
difficulty  of  moving  the  upper  extremities,  than  a  single  sheet.  His  respiration  con- 
On  the  same  day  when  he  was  brought  to  tinned  the  same ;  and  thus,  with  little 
the  hospital  the  following  symptoms  were  change,  he  went  on  till  the  twelfth  day  after 
noticed:-* Intellect  and  ti^e  external  senses  the  reception  of  the  injury,  his  respiration 
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growing  gradually  worse;  till,  with  a  radden  and  the  tnftrlar  artfcnlating  processes  of  the 

aggravation  of  its  difficalty,  he  died.  fifth  were  placed  in.  front  of  the  superior 

At  the  examination  of  the  body  there  waa  artScnlating  processes  of   the   sixth.    Tlie 

found,  as  soon  as  the  vertebral  column  was  anterior  vertebral  ligament,  and  the  ligamen- 

exposed,  a  separation  between  the  fifth  and  turn  subflavum,  as  well  as  the  intervertebral 

sixth  vertebra,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  cartilage  between  the  two,  were  torn ;   the 

oolnnm    above    the    latter    projected   for  spinal  marrow  was  squeezed  flat,  and  was 

half  an  inch  forwards.   The  right  articulat-  crushed  soft,  and  there  was  some  blood 

ing    proceaa    of    the    fifth    vertebra    had  around  the  dura  mater.    There  was  also  a 

mounted  over  the  corresponding  process  of  vertical  fracture  between  the  bodies  of  the 

the  sizth,  and  was  now  in  connection  with  fourth  and  fifth  vertebrs,  but  there  was  no 

the  anterior  surface  of  the  latter;  while  the  mobility  of  the  fractured  portions,  for  a  small 

tips  of  the  left  articulating  processes  of  the  portion  of  bone  at  their  anterior  surfaces 

same  vertebrs   were    impacted   one  upon  remained  and  held  them  together.-^Afedtctii. 

the  other.   By  extension  the  dislocated  parts  Jahrb.  det  k,  k,   Otttrreichiich.   Staatn, 

could  be  replaced ;    and  again,  by  pressure  Bd.  zzi.  St.  iv. 
and  sliding  them  upon  one  another,  they 
could  be  returned  to  the  same  abnormal 
position,  and  no  other ;  they  could,  therefore, 


HARROWOATE  WATER. 


have  had  none  but  this  position  during  life.  Thb   water   [of  the    Montpellier    sulphur 

The  intervertebral  cartilage  was  torn  and  spring]  is  pei-fectly  colourless  and  transpa- 

crushed,  and  the  spinal  marrow,  from  the  rent,  and  almost  brisk  from  the  escape  of 

fourth  to  the  sixth  vertebne,  squeezed  flat,  gas.     The  first  impression  on  the  tongue  is 

very  soft,  and  reddened  by  effused  blood,  intensely  salt,  followed  by  the  peculiar  bitter 

with  its  grey  substance  nearly  fluid,  and  taste  of  salt  water,  but  leaving  an  opres-^oii/ 

its  dura  mater  injected.    The  lungs  were  like  that  which  remains  after  chewing  bitter 

oedematous.  almonds.     It  goes  down  oily,  and  at  the 

Cask  III. — Dislocation  without  eorrt"  temperature  at  which  I  drank  it  (115®)  the 

tpondinff  fracture. — J.  P.,  set.  thirty-five,  sulphuretted  gas  is  scarcely  perceptible.     I 

fell  from  a  cart,  first  with  his  neck  upon  the  repeated  the  same  quantity  four  times,  dimi- 

ahaft,   and  then  with  his  head  upon  the  nishing  each  time  the  artificial  temperature, 

ground.     He  fielt  severe  pain  in  his  neck,  until  I   drank  it  cold,   thermometer  then 

and  became  immediately  paralytic  in  his  marking  52^,  while  the  external  atmosphere 

hands  and  feet.     He  was  bled,  and  two  days  was  at  60*^,  and  the  nauseous  taste  had  in- 

afterwards  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  quite  creased  with  the  descending  temperature, 

conscious,  'speaking  plainly,  though  slowly,  The  whole  quantity  I  took  in  four  times, 

with  his  respiration  weak   and  slow.  Ins  I  noticed  people  to  drink  at  twice  only,  and 

deglutition  easy,  his  pulse  weaker  and  slower  quite  cold.      Writers  on   this   water  have 

thui  natural,  his  abdomen  slightly  distended,  recommended  the  latter  practice.     This  is  ah 

retention  of  urine,  which  when  drawn  off  was  error  which  I  was  son7  to  see  committed  at 

normal  in  its  characters,  costiveness,  and  a  all  the  English  Spas.  There  are  few  stomachs 

decreased  temperature  of  the  skin's  surface,  which  can  bear  with  impunity  the  weight  of 

From  the  middle  of  the  back  up  to  the  head,  two  doses  of  three-quarters  of  a  pint  each  of 

and  esp«%cially  at  the  lower  part  of  the  cer-  a  cold,  salt,  and  sulphuretted  water,  drunk 

vical  region,  the  vertebral  column  was  exces-  with  a  short  interval  between.      Few  sto- 

aively  tender;   the  pain  was  increased  by  machs  can  stand  the  slow  extrication  of  the 

moving  the  head  backwards,  but  not  mate-  .  imprisoned  gas,  which,  once  ingested  with 

rially  aiffeeted  by  the  rotatory  motions.    The  the  cold  water,  is  gradually  disengaged  by 

upper   and    lower   limbs  were  completely  the  warmth  of  that  organ.     It  then  mounts 

paralyzed  as  to  their  power  of  motion,  and  into   the   head,  and  produces  a  confused, 

the  arms,  from  below  the  insertion  of  the  heavy,  and  unpleasant  feeling, 

deltoid  muscles,  and  the  whole  of  the  body  This  I  have  put  to  the  test  of  my  own 

below  the  mammae,  were   completely  in-  personal  experience.     Druok  quite  cold,  I 

sensible.  found  the  water  particularly  heavy  on  the 

On  the  n»t  day,  his  speech  was  slower  stomach,  and  in  an  hour's  time  my  head 

and  more  indistinct;   the   respiration  and  ached   not  a  little.     Some  of  my  younger 

circulation  still  more -feeble  and  slow;  the  patients   in  this  place  experienced   simUar 

abdomen   more,  distended;    the  heat  still  effects;  and,  indeed,  upon  inquiries  among 

further  diminished.     In  the  evening  he  had  strangers,  who  were  religiously  following  the 

delirium,  and  his  pulse  could  not  be  felt;  recommended    practice,   I   ascertained  the 

towards  midnight  his  consciousness  again  case  to  be  precisely  the  same.    At  all  events 

became  clear,  and  at  3  a.m.  he  died.  the  first  glass  or  two  should  be  warmed, 

On  examination,  the  fifth  cervical  verte-  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  drive  off  the  wiiole 

bra,  with  all  those  above  it,  was  found  pro-  of  the  sulphur  gas.     With  respect  to  quan- 

J0C^  three  or  four  Unes  before  the  nztfa,  tity,  tbat  point  has  been  determined  by  long 
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experience,  and  by  yery  competent  antbori  • 
ties.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  that  people 
on  whom  devolved  the  management  of  the 
water,  at  the  several  Spaa  I  visited  in  this 
country,  were  sufficiently  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  consideration .  The  quantity 
drunk,  at  one  time,  should  be  such  that,  dur- 
ing the  fifteen  minutes'  walk  which  is  to 
elapse  between  one  dose  and  the  next,  the 
stomach  may  have  got  rid  of  the  first  before 
it  receives  the  second.  Four  ounces  of  li- 
quid ingested  will  nearly  disappear  from  the 
Stomach  in  the  course  of  twenty  minutes, 
particularly  when  assisted  by  walking  exer« 
cise.. 

Such  is  the  opinion  and  practice  at  the 
Spas  in  Grermany,  where  beakers  holding 
hardly  as  much  as  four  ounces  are  used  by 
every  individual,  and  not  the  half-pint  and 
whoU-pint  tumblers  which  we  see  employed 
here,  at  Cheltenham,  Leamington,  and  else- 
where.— The  Spat  qf  England,  by  Dr, 
Granville. 
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A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Nomhfcr  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  8th  May,  1841. 

Sn»n  Pox 1 

Measles   1 

Scarlatina 

Hooping  Cough 44 

Croup 

Thrush     

Diarrhoea    

Dysentery 

Cholera   

Influenza 

Typhus    

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .   148 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  —     1ft 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Onransof  Digestion  49 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c S 

Childbed 6 

Ovarian  Dropsy  I 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  frc S 

Rheumatism S 

Disesses  of  Joints,  ftc ..^ S 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula    0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Arc 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 100 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay fiB 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance      9S 

Causes  not  specified I 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 790 


Thbhmomktxr. 

Babomitbb. 

12 

from  48  to  64 

80-08  to  80-99 

13 

47 

64 

80-93       80-96 

14 

36 

65 

30-98       80-99 

15 

40 

70 

a0'14       80H)8 

10 

40 

70 

90-80       99-78 

17 

47 

69 

99-64        90-56 

18 

46 

63 

99-51        99-54 
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Kept  at  Edhoktok,  Latitude  51^  37'  32"M 
Longitude  0<^  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwich. 

Mav. 
Wednesday  12 
Thursday 
Friday.  . 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Tuesday 

Wind,  North  on  the  19th,  N.B  on  the  18th» 
and  following  day.  West  and  S.W.  on  the  Iftth, 
since  S.W. 

Except  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  afternoon 
of  the  1 6th,  when  rain  fell,  generally  dear. 

Rain  fallen,  -09  of  an  inch. 

Halonet^—On  the  14th,  and  two  following  days, 
these  phenomena  were  very  remarkable,  partfcu- 
larly  on  the  14th  and  ISth,  when  highly  coloured 
and  viaibte  nearly  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

CH4Big8  Henry  Adamq. 

Wilson  9t  Ooilvv,  67,  Skinner  Street,  Landon. 
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LBCTURBS  The  fits  recur  at  Tiriable  intervals ;  whieh 

^.„„.  are  aometiines  periodic,  mostlT  irregular. 

Tiiere  may  be  aiany  in  a  8iii||^  day ;  tbers 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE  OF  may  be  only  one  for  many  years.    They  are 

vuvoTn  commonly  more  severe  in  proportion  as  they 

™^^*^'  are  less  frequent. 

Delwered  ai  King"*  College,  Lmubm,  Th«  epileptic  seizures  sometimes  begin  in 

early  mfancy :  another  period  at  which  they 

Br  Dr.  Watson.  often  commence  is  about  the  age  of  seren  or 

__^.  eight :  another  about  fourteen  or  sixteen,  or 

w^             XXXVI  ^'^^  aome  few  years  after  that  age.    lliey 

liBCTUBX  A^AJL   1.  ^^^  ^^j^  ^jj^g?^  before  puberty  thAu  after 

BpUepey^eoniimted.    BecapUulation.    JB*-  it.    Sometimes  the  first  fit  takes  place  m  the 

citing  cause*.   Simulated  qnlepey.  JOiag-  middle  period  of  life;   sometunes  even  in 

noeit.    Prognosis.     Treatments  during  declining  age.      liey  often  occur  in    the 

the  fit!  during  thcintervaUi  during  the  night,   especially  in    the   outset   and    the 

warnings.  decline  of  the  disease;    usually  when  the 

On    Tuesday  last    I    began    to  speak  of  patient  is  between  asleep  and  awake ;  t.  e. 

epilepsy :  but  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  be-  at  the  commencement  or  the  termination  of 

longing  to  the  class  were  prevented  by  the  his  slumber. 

wcatho',  or  by  other  circumstances,  from  In  the  majority,  perhaps,  of  cases,  the  fit 

being  present  at  our  first  re-assembling  after  is  unexpected,  and  preceded  by  no  warning. 

the  holidays,  I  will  very  nqndly  retrace  the  But  in  other  instances  there  is  some  altera- 

snbstance  of  the  last  lecture.  tion  perceptible  by  the  patient  himself,  or 

An  epileptic  seizure  may  be  very  severe ;  by  his  friends,  giving  notice  of  its  approach ; 

or  very  slight.    The  very  severe  attacks  are  some  change  in  the  temper,  feeling*,  appear- 

characterixed  by  a  sudden  cry,  an  immediate  anoe ;  some  disturbance  of  the  senses ;  ocular 

loss  of  consciousness,  general  and  violent,  spectra ;  or  what  is  called  the  epileptic  aura, 

convulsions,  and  subsequent  coma  or  heavy  a  creeping  sensation  arising  in  some  f>art  of 

aleep.    The  vei^  slight  attacks  consist  in  a  the  surface,  generally  of  tl^  extremities,  and 

momentary  abeyance  of  the  mental  Acuities,  gliding  towards  the  head.     Some  of  these 

sometimes    widi    and    sometimes   without  warnings  precede  the  paroxysm  by  a  day  or 

slight  and  partial  convulsion.    These  ex-  two,  or  a  few  hours;  some  by  two  or  three 

treme  forms  of  epilepsy  we  judge  to  differ  seconds    only.       Sometimes    the   blow  is 

only  in  degree,  inasmuch  as  ^ey  both  attack  threatened  by  their  appearance,  but  it  does 

the  same  persons  at  different  times ;  or  the  not  ftU.              • 

one  form  conducts  to  the  other.     Between  The  fit  is  almost  always,  in  its  severer 

these  the  gradations  are  innumerable.    We  forms,  attended    and  followed    by  coma ; 

call  the  extremes  the  epileptic  fit,  and  the  sometimes  after  the  coma  by  temporary  con- 

epileptic  vertigo ;   the  Frmch  call  them  the  fusion  of  mind;  deafness;  slight  paridysis  ; 

^roiMf ma/andthepe/t/ma/.  delirium;    inarticulate  speech.      There   is 

These  fits  may  last  from  a  few  seconds  to  seldom  any  marked  permanent  alteration 

half  an  hour.     Paroxysms  apparently  longer  effected  by  a  single  fit. 

than  this  commonly  consist  of  a  succession  A  repetition  of  the  fits  leads,  in  a  large 

of  fits.    The  average  duration  is  from  five  majority  of  instances,  first,  to  a  defect  of  the 

to  ten  minutes.  memory,  and  of  the  general  intelligence ; 

704.— XXVIII.  2  B 
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nnd  at  length  to  a  peculiar  expression  of  females  or  in  males :  whether  the  «er  has 
countenance,  to  decided  imbecility  of  mind,  any  thing  to  do  with  the  predisposition, 
to  complete  fatuity  ;  and  with  this  there  is  There  are  certain  vices,  which  are  justly 
often  associated  some  paralysis  or  muscular  considered  as  influential  in  aggravating,  and 
debility.  even  in  creating,  a  disposition  to  epilepsy  : 
The  convulsions  take  place,  necessarily,  debauchery  of  ^all  kinds ;  the  habitual  in- 
through  the  medium  of  the  spinal  cord  and  dulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors ;  and,  above 
nerves ~ just  as  voluntary  movements  do;  all,  the  most  powerful  predisposing  cause  of 
but  the  suspension  of  sensation,  thought,  and  any,  not  congenital,  is  masturbation — a  vice 
volition  (which  suspension  is  seldom  absent,  which  it  is  painful  and  difficult  even  to  allude 
while  the  irregular  muscular  action  often  is  to  in  this  manner,  and  still  more  difficult  to 
awanting)  shews  that  the  brain  is  essentially  make  the  subject  of  enquiry  with  a  patient, 
involved  in  the  disease.  But  there  is  too  much  reason  to  be  certain 
Accidental  organic  lesions  are  sometimes  that  many  cases  of  epilepsy  owe  their  origin 
(andsometimes  only)  found  in  the encephalon,  to  this  wretched  and  degrading  habit :  and 
or  in  the  spinal  cord,  of  persons  who  have  more  than  one  or  two  patients  have  volun- 
suffered  epilepsy  uncomplicated  with  any  tarily  confessed  to  me  their  conviction  that 
permanent  mental  or  paralytic  affection  ;  they  had  thus  brought  upon  themselves  the 
tubercles,  for  example,  or  bony  growths  epileptic  paroxysms  for  which  they  sought 
from  the  interior  of  the  skull ;    but  as  these  relief. 

are  constant^  and  the  paroxysms  are  occa-  Exciting  cattses, — ^Among  the  exciting 
sionalj  and  as  in  the  intervals  they  give  no  causes  of  epilepsy,   fright  is  conspicuous, 
signal  of  their  presence,  we  can  only  regard  And  any  strong  mental  emotion  is  apt  to 
them  as  being  probably  predisposing  causes  produce  the  fit,  in  a  person  who  is  already 
of  the  seizures.  subject  to  the  disease.      This  fact  alone 
When  the  epilepsy  haa  been  complicated  would  be  enough,  I  conceive,  to  forbid  oar 
with  permanent  alienation  of  mind,  or  some  ascribing  the  paroxysms  exclusively  to  an 
degree  of  paralysis,  evidence  of  chronic  in-  affection  of  the  spinal  cord.     Bodily  pain ; 
flammation  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes  manifest  and  great  disturbance  of  almost  any 
is  generally  discovered.     This  has  been  the  of  the  principal  functions  of  the  body ;  may- 
eonsequence  of  the  repetition  of  the  pa-  act  also  as  exciting  causes.     Sometimes  the 
roxysms.     This  explains  the  frequent  con-  cause  is  obvious,  sometimes  it  is  quite  in- 
nexion  of  fatuity  and  palsy  with  epilepsy  of  scrutable.     If  the  attack  occurs  every  night, 
long  standing.  Dr.   Bright  thinks  it  may  be  attributed  to 
The  diseased  condition  which  excites  the  the  "  congestion"  of  sleep:  if  it  takes  place 
paroxysms  may  be  situated  in  the  nervous  at   monthly  intervals  in  women,   we  may 
centres  themselves,  or  in  some  other  part  of  '<  often  trace  it  to  nervous  irritation  in  sym- 
the  body.     In  the  one  case  we  call  the  dis-  pathy  with   the  uterus  ;    and    when    long 
order  centric,  or  idiopathic ;   in  the  other,  periods  have   intervened  we    may  nsoally 
eccentric,    or    sympadietic.       We    cannot  trace  each  distant  paroxysm  to  the  repetition 
always  be  sure  with  which  species  of  the  of  some  excess,  or  to  a  neglected  state  of  the 
disease,  the  centric  or  eccentric,  we  have  to  bowels."     In  these  latter  cases,  the  epilepsy 
deal :   but  the  distinction,  when  it  can  be  is  of  the  sympathetic,  or  eccentric  kind ;  the 
made,  is  of   considerable    importance,    in  irritation  being  seated  in   some  part  at  a 
respect  to  the  prognosis,  and  in  respect  to  distance  from  the  nervous  masses,  in  the 
the  management  of  the  case.  stomach,  or  intestines,  or  uterus.     Now  I 
The  predisposition  to  this  fearful  com-  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  observing 
plaint  is  often  hereditary :  malformation,  or  what  muscles  or  sets   of  muscles  are  fini 
defect  of  symmetry  in  the  two  sides  of  the  qffected  by  the  spasm  in  such  cases,  and  in 
head,  is  a  frequent  predisposing  cause ;  so,  what  part  the  warning  aura  (if  there  be 
pre-eminently,  is  tiie  scrofulous  diathesis  :  any)  arises :   because  by  accurately  noting 
vid  these  two,  viz.  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  these  particulars,  we  may  be  led  to  a  know- 
jnd  a  peculiar  conformation  of  the  head,  are  ledge  of  the  part  or  organ  in  which  the  irri- 
both  liable  and  likely  to  be  propagated  froja  tation   operates  :  and  if  we  know  the  eeat 
parents  to  children.     But  the  predisposition  of  the  irritation,  we  shall  be  more  likely  to 
is  found  to  be  hereditary  even  when  the  kpow  its  nature^  and  its  cure, 
shape  and  structure  of  the  body  is,  to  all  Among  the  exciting  causes  of  epileptic 
appearance,  quite  perfect  and  natural ;  and  fits  are  also  enumerated — and  I  believe,  from 
when  no  outward  indication  of  the  strumous  what  I  have  myself  noticed,  with  gretX  jus- 
diathesis  is  perceptible.  tice — ^the  repulsion  of  eruptions,  and  espe- 
At  the  very  close  of  the  lecture  I  informed  daily  of  eruptions  about  the  head,  when 
you  that  it  is  an  unsettled  question— and  it.  proper  artificial  evacuations  are  not  employed 
is  not  a  qiiestion  of  very  great  importance —  at  the  same  time ;  the  cessation  of  habitual 
whether  the  disease  is   more  common  in  discharges ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  profuse 


DISEASES  OP  TH^  BRAIN  ANU  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  371 

and  unusual  diachai^gea.     Hcmorrh^  cer-  hare  at  lenglki  become  involuntary  and  un- 

tainly  will  often  bring  on  convulaiony  and  a  controllablep  and  bttve  passed  into  paroxysms 

state  of    insensibility  exactly  like  pertain  of  real  epilepsy.    TIm  rog^ue  is  caugbt  in  his 

forms  of  epilepsy.     Persons  who  are  bled  own  trap. 

till  they  actually  faint,  are  often  at  the  same  And  die  mention  of  thesa  impostors  leads 

time  convulsed.     And  animals  that  are  killed  me  to  consider  the  dioffnotiit  of  epilepsy. 

Ip  loss  of  blood,  are  always  affected  with  First,  how  are  we  to  distinguish  the  feigned 

connlqpns  before  they  expire.  disease  from  the  true  ?     Secondly,  are  there 

There  is  yet  another  very  singular  ooca-  any  other  real  diseases  which  may  b^  mis- 

sional  cause  of  epilepsy  that  deserves  to  be  taken  for  epilepsy,  or  for  which  epileps)[may 

mentioned;  viz.  the- sight  of  a  person  in  a  be  mistaken? 

fit  of  that  disease.    ^Diis  has  been  noticed  Simulated  epilepty. — In  the  number  of 

over  and  over  again.       Not  only  will  a  feigned  diseases  epilepsy  is  one  of  the  most 

patient  who  has  already  suffered^sudi  attacks  common.     Soldiers  and  sailors  pretend  to 

often  fall  into  one  upon  seeing  another  so  have  epileptic  fits,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 

affected ;  but  people  will  even  aumfitiiw  dn  thdr  dasharge  from  the  service.     Cases  of 

so  who  have  never  befinr  rftewn  any  symp-  simulated  epUepsy  occur  also  continually  in 

torn  a^  epilepsy.     In  this  way  the  disease  our  streets  among  mendicants,  and  impostors 

will  now  and  dien  run  through  a  boarding,  who  think  to  excite  the  compassion  and 

school ;    or  through  a  ward  in  a  hospital,  pecuniary  charity  of  the  credulous ;  and  are 

There  is  a  very  good  example  of  this  re-  even  sometimes  actuated  I  believe  by  a  desire 

corded  in  the  11th  volume  of  the  Medical  to  obtain  admission  into  hospitals,  where 

Gazxttb,  by  Dr.  Hardy,  of  Bath.    A  strong  they  live  tolerably  well,  and  quite  idly.     It 

healthy  young  man  was  hired  to  take  care  of  is  easy  enough,  they  think,  to  throw  their 

an  older  patient,  who  suffered  firequent  and  legs  and  arms  about,  and  to  grin ;  and  many 

exceedingly  violent  paroxysms  of  epilepsy,  of  them  get  up  a  capital  shew  of  foaming  at 

He  remained  with  the  patient  night  and  day ;  the  mouth,  by  placing  a  bit  of  soap  between 

and  at  the  end  of  seven  weeks  became  him-  the  gums  and  cheek.    The  means  of  detect- 

self  epileptic  in  a  very  high  degree.     An  ac-  ing  these  vagabonds  are  of  some  importance 

quaintance  of  his,  of  equally  robust  make,  to  us  all ;  and  it  is  more  particularly  neces- 

but  some  yean  older,  occasionally  visited  sary  that  they  should  be  well  known  to  those 

the  parties.     In  a  fortnight  from  his  first  who  are  likely  to  join  the  medical  depart- 

visit  he  also  was  seized  with  similarly  vio-  ment  of  our  fleets  or  armies, 

lent  attacks.     Dr.  Hardy  quotes  the  follow-  It  is  of  course  desirable,  in  questionable 

ing  short  case  also  from  Baglivi : — **  Vidi-  cases,  to  witness  a  fit.    But  pretendera  are 

mus,   anno   1690,   in    Dalmatii    juvenem  not  very  willing  to  perform  when  they  know 

gnvissimis  correptam  convulsionibus,  prop-  that  a  medical  man  is  looking  on.   You  may 

terea  quod  inspexerat    solummodo    alium  sometimes  convict  them,  in  the  absence  <h 

juvenem  dum    epilepsia  humi   contorque-  the  fits,  by  cross-examination.    A  cheat  wfll 

batur."  seldom  be  consistent  in  the  account  which  ha 

Dr.  Cullen,  who,  as  well  as  many  othera,  gives  of  his  fits ;  as  to  whether  they  are 
had  noticed  the  same  thing,  starts  the  ques-  regular  or  irregular;  and  as  to  the  times  and 
tion  whether  this  mode  of  propagation  of  places  in  which  he  has  suffered  them.  An 
the  disease  be  imputable  to  dread  and  impostor  chooses  such  situations  for  his  ex- 
horror;  or  to  the  mere  force  of  imitation,  hiMtion  as  are  most  suitable  to  his  own  pur- 
which  is  often  so  strong,  in  health  as  well  as  poses ;  a  crowded  street,  or  a  well-finequented 
in  disease :  and  he  decides  in  favour  of  the  public  walk.  IVue  epileptics  almost  always 
force  of  imitation :  and  in  fact  there  are  select  retfaied  places  to  take  exercise  in ; 
manv  other  sights  equally  horrifying  with  especially  if  they  have  any  warning  or  ex- 
that  of  a  pfrson  in  convuUdons  ;  yet  there  is  pectation  of  the  approach  of  a  paroxysm. 
no  apeetacle  of  horror  so  efficacious  in  pro-  Vou  will  find  also  that  the  impostor  is  not 
ducing  a  fit  of  epilepsy  in  othen,  as  that  of  attacked  at  his  own  home :  but  always  fixes 
a  person  suffering  under  epilepsy.  upon  some  spot  in  which  he  is  not  only  sure 

This  principle  of  imitation  holds  good  in  to.  be  seen  by  others,  but  in  which  he  is  not 

many  of  the  spasmodic  diseases;    and  in  likely  to  sustain  any  injury  by  tumbling 

some  of  them,  especially  in  hysteria,  its  in-  down.    True  epileptics  often  get  themselves 

ffuence  is  more  remarkably  seen  than  in  seriously  hurt  by  their  falls;  feigned  ones 

epilepsy ;  and  I  shall  therefore  have  to  recur  generally  come   off  without  much  bodily 

to  it  again.    There  is  one  very  curious  fact,  damage.     However,  if  the  fits  are  alleged  to 

however,  which  relates  to  epilepsy  in  parti-  be  frequent,  and  if  also  they  are  regular, 

cnlar.     You  are  aware  that  this  disease  is  you  may  soon  expect  one,  and  must  make  a 

often  feigned,  by  impostors.    Now  I  believe  point  of  being  present;  and  then  you  will 

it  is  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  seldom  fail  to  remove  or  to  verify  your  stts« 

doubt  that  fits  and  actions  which  were  at  picions.     In  the  first  place  the  muscular 

first,  in  these  pretender8^  strictly  voluntary,  power  of  epileptics  is  far  beyond  what  it 
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natnnL  It  will  fometimea  take  four  or  five  cue  of  a  ndlor  who  was  inspected  to  be  a 
stoat  men  to  hold  a  weak  emaciated  lad,  in  a  cheat,  in  whom  the  oonmlaions  were  in- 
fit  of  epilepsy.  Of  coarse  no  impostor  can  stantly  remoted  by  blowing  some  fine  Scotch 
comoiand  more  than  his  nataral  strength,  snnff  np  his  nostrils  tiiroagh  a  qoilL  llkis 
In  the  second  place  a  real  epileptic  fit»  if  it  brought  on  anoiker  kind  of  fit,  fix.  a  fit  of 
lasts  long,  is  seldom  riolent;  whereas  im-  nueztng,  whidi  lasted  nearly  half  an  hoar ; 
postors,  for  obrioos  reasons,  make  their  fits  and  there  was  no  retam  of  the  epilepsy  as 
both  long  and  Tiolent  You  may  often  get  long  as  Mr.  Hatchinson  remained  in  that 
moch  information  from  the  state  of  the  eyes,  ship.  He  tried  the  same  expedient  in  caaes 
which  in  true  epilepsy  are  generally  partly  of  rtal  epilepsy,  bat  nerer  coold  produce 
open,  with  the  eye-ball  yisibly  rolling  and  any  similar  effects,  although  the  patients 
distorted.  In  feigned  epilepsy  the  actor  were  not  snnff-takers.  There  was  a  beggar 
almost  always  prefers  to  shot  his  eyes  com-  in  Paris,  who. often  fell  into  epileptic  fits  in 
pletely.  Sometimes,  if  he  be  closely  watched,  the  streets:  one  day  some  compsssifwutfie 
and  no  suspicion  is  expressed,  he  will  be  spectators,  fearing  that  he  might  injure  him- 
seen  to  open  his  eyes  occa9ionally.  to  asoer-  self  in  his  straggles,  got  a  truss  of  straw 
tain  the  effect  of  his  exhibition  upon  the  and  placed  him  upon  it ;  but  when  he  waa 
bystanders.  In  real  epilepsy,  too,  the  pupils  in  the  height  of  his  paroxysm,  and  per- 
are  often  considerably  dilated,  and  do  not  forming  remarkably  well,  they  set  fire  to  the 
contract  when  stimulated  by  light.  This  is  straw ;  and  he  presently  took  to  his  beds, 
a  Tery  sure  criterion ;  for  no  impostor  can  There  is  another  ingenious  plan,  ^ery 
prevent  his  iris  from  acting  on  exposure  to  likely,  I  should  think,  to  detect  an  impostor, 
virid  light.  The  pulse,  in  true  epilepsy,  is  and  yet  not  calculated,  like  the  one  last 
not  only  frequent  but  often  irregular  idso ;  mentioned,  to  injure  a  real  sufferer ;  whicfa 
a  circumstance  which  nerer  can  be  imitated,  is,  to  propose  gravely,  in  his  hearing,  to  poor 
Tlie  skin  of  an  epileptic,  during  the  fit,  is  boiling  water  upon  his  legs,  and  then  to 
commonly  cold ;  but  that  of  an  exhibitor  is  proceed  sctually  to  pour  cold  water  upon 
hot,  and  covered  with  sweat,  obviously  the  them. 

consequence  of  his  violent  and  voluntary  DiagnoM. — Of  the  real  diseases  which 
exertions.  In  this  respect,  also,  it  is  scarcely  are  apt  to  be  confounded  with  epilepsy, 
possible  for  him  to  deceive  us.  Again,  sn  hytteria  is  the  chief.  Tie  question  whether 
impostor  will  not  bite  his  tongue,  as  epilep-  a  given  case  be  one  of  epilepsy  or  of  hysteria, 
tics  often  do ;  nor  very  willingly  void  (like  very  often  arises.  By  a  careful  attention  to 
them)  his  excrements  and  urine  during  the  several  circumstances,  the  discrimination  is 
fit :  indeed  it  would  not  be  very  easy  for  generally  to  be  made.  In  the  first  place  the 
him  to  do  so,  and  at  the  same  time  to  carry  total  suspension  of  consciousness,  which  is 
on  the  necessary  pretence  of  convulsions,  so  constant  an  accompaniment  of  the  epi- 
Besides,  epileptics,  during  a  fit,  are  quite  leptic  paroxysm,  does  not  take  place  in  the 
insensible  to  external  impressions;  and  hence  hysterical:  in  epilepsy  there  is  no  globus 
the  vulgar  modes  of  detection,  though  hsrsh  hystericus,  no  lUtemations  of  laughter  and 
and  not  to  be  recommended,  are  often  eflec-  tears :  the  solitary  cry  which  ushers  in  the 
tnal  ones ;  such  as  dropping  melted  sealing-  epileptic  attack  so  frequently,  and  which  is 
wax  upon  the  patient ;  putting  some  gin  in  so  characteristic,  is  not  heard  in  hysteria ; 
his  eye ;  burning  him  with  a  hot  poker ;  or  not  that  hysterical  girls  do  not  scream,  for 
(what  I  believe  is  more  fiuhionable  among  they  often  do ;  but  then  it  is  repeatedly  and 
beadles  and  police  constables,  when  they  continuously.  The  heavy  comatose  deep 
have  to  administer  to  such  patients)  the  that  succeeds  epilepsy  is  not  common  in 
pressing  your  thumb-nail  violently  under  hysteria.  Hysterical  patients  contrive  also 
that  of  the  supposed  impostor.  This  causes  to  avoid  hurting  themselves  by  their  contor- 
exqnisite  pain,  yet  inflicts  no  lasting  or  tions :  they  do  not  bite  their  tongues,  nor 
serious  it^nrr;  and  I  believe  that  few  pre-  foam  at  the  mouth.  Dr.  M.  Hall  tells  us 
tenders  stand  out  against  this  expedient.  It  that,  in  epilepsy,  there  is  a  forcible  closure 
Is  astonishing,  however,  how  much  torture  of  the  larynx,  and  expiratory  efforts  which 
some  of  them  will  bear  before  they  can  be  sulf^ise  the  countenance,  and  probably  con- 
brought  to  confeia  their  Imposition.  If  we  gest  the  brain,  with  venous  blood.  In 
speak  of  having  recourse  to  some  of  these  hysteria  the  respiration,  on  the  contrary,  is 
painfUl  tests  in  the  hearing  of  the  pretender,     rapid  and  sobbing. 

we  shall  find  that  the  fit  will  loon  come  to  Observe  that  I  have  been  speaking,  all  along, 
an  end.  Dr.  Cheyne  mentions  an  instance  of  what  has  been  sometimes  called  Aabiiuai 
in  whieh  one  table  was  placed  upon  another,  epilepsy.  It  is  not  every  attack  of  convulsiona 
and  a  soldier,  who  was  supposed  to  be  sham-  with  insensibility  which  ought  to  be  so  named, 
ming,  was  laid  upon  the  upper  one,  while  Such  attacks  are  apt  to  follow  sudden  injuries 
his  paroxysm  was  on  him ;  and  the  fear  of  done  to  the  brain ;  stunning  blows  on  the 
lUling  from  such  a  height  soon  stopped  the  head,  fractures  of  the  skuU,  the  eruption  of 
•ODvulsioni.    Mr.  Hutchinson  relates  the    blood  in  sanguineous  apo^exy,  and  even 
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overwhelming  emotions  of  the  mind.    With  from  them  ontil  in  advance  life  the  oate- 

these  casual  occorrenoes  of  epileptiform  con-  menia  ceased  to  recor ;  and  then  the  epilepsy 

▼ulsion  I  do  not  here  meddle.  returned.     In  all  those  cases  in  which  we 

Proffnotu, — Epilepsy  is  one  of  those  com-  can  assign  some  eridoit  cause  for  the  fit — 

plaints  concerning   the  probable  iuue  of  such  as  the  use  of  improper  food,  uterine 

which  the  patient,  and  still  more  the  patient's  irritation,  mental  emotion,  and  so  on — the 

friends,  are  sure  to  make  repeated  and  anxious  prognosis  is  somewhat  better  than  usual, 

enquiries.  It  is  seldom  that  we  can  pronounce  "Tike  eccentric  epilepsy  (says  Dr.  Hall)  is 

wiUi  any  confidence  a  faTOurable  prognosis ;  to  be  yiewed  as  curable,  however  difficult  of 

but  there  are  some  cases  in  which  the  pros-  cure."  And  however  un&vourable  the  prog- 

pect  is  much  worse  than  in  others.  nosis  may  be,  there  is  nothing  that  can  excuse 

If  we  have  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  any  apathy  or  neglect  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 

disease  is  eenirie,  and  connected  with  any  practitioner.    Though  few  cases  of  habitual 

organic  derangement  of  the  nervous  centres  epilepsy  admit  of  a  cure  under  any  treatment, 

themselves,  the  prognosis  must    be    bad.  yet  there  are  few  which  may  not  be  relieved 

Caterie  paribus  it  is  rendered  worse  by  the  by  treatment,  so  far  as  regards  tksjrequencjf 

coexistence  of  any  sign  of  scrofulous  disease,  or  the  violence  of  the  fits,  or  boik. 

or  of  the  well-known  bodily  characteristics  IVeatment. — ^The  treatment  of  epilepsy 

of  the  scrofulous  diathesis  :  it  is  rendered  resolves  itself  into  the  measures  to  be  adopted 

worse,  also,  when  the  disease  has  occurred  during  the  fit ;  and  the  measures  to  be 

in  the  parents,  or  among  the  more  imme-  adopted  during  the  intervals  between  the 

diate  ancestors,  of  the  patient;  whenever,  in  fits. 

short,  there  is  reason  to  think  the  disposition  Durimg  the  fit, — In  the  paroxysm  itself 
to  it  is  inherited.  The  prognosis  is  bad  we  have  to  provide  against  the  risk  of  injury 
when  the  complaint  occurs  in  persons  who  from  the  struggles  and  contortions  of  the 
have  slanting  foreheads  and  misshapen  skulls;  patient;  and  if  possible  to  mitigate  the 
and  when  the  epileptic  physiognomy  has  violence,  and  to  shorten  the  duration  of 
become  established.  The  prognosis  is  ^ways  the  fit.  The  patient  should  be  placed 
the  more  unfavourable  the  longer  the  dis-  in  the  centre  of  a  large  bed;  his  neck- 
order  has  lasted ;  the  oftener  the  fits  have  doth,  and  any  ligatures  about  his  per- 
been  repeated ;  and  the  more  habitual  they  son,  should  be  loosened ;  his  head  should  be 
have  become.  And  when  the  memory  is  somewhat  elevated.  When  the  risk  of  his 
permanently  enfeebled,  or  fatuity  has  come  hurting  himself  cannot  be  avoided  in  any 
on,  or  the  disease  is  complicated  with  any  other  way,  his  limbs  should  be  restrained  by 
form  or  degree  of  paralysis,  the  case  b  hope-  the  bystanders,  or  secured  in  a  waistcoat, 
less;  so  fiv,  at  .least,  as  a  perfect  cure  n  Some  persons  have  advised  that  a  piece  of  cork 
concerned.  or  soft  wood  should  be  placed  between  his 

On  the  other  hand  the  prognosis  is  better  teeth,  to  prevent  him  from  biting  Us  tongue, 

when  the  disease  is  eccentric ;    i.  e.  when  or  breaking  his  teeth.    But  it  is  not  easy  to 

there  is  any  obvious  exciting  cause  of  the  manage  this  expedient  cleverly.     If  the  head 

paroxysms,  manifest  in  structural  or  fiinc-  be  visibly  congested,  and  hot,  cold  wet  cloths 

donal  disorder  of  some  part  of  the  body  may  be  applied  to  it  with  propriety ;  and  if^ 

other  than  the  nervous  matter.    And  when  at  the  same  time,  the  extremities  be  cold, 

this  eccentric  cause  is  removable — a  stone  means  of  restoring  warmth  to  them  should 

in  the  bladder  for  instance,  worms  in  the  be  adopted. 

intestines — then  the  prognosis  still  farther  I  do  not  know  whether  Art  can  abbreviate 
improves.  On  this  account  the  prognosis  is  the  paroxysm.  Some  years  ago  the  late 
better  in  children  than  in  older  persons,  for  Barry  O'Meara  wrote  a  letter  to  some  of  the 
the  exciting  cause  is  often  clearly  eccentric,  newspapers,  saying  that  he  fancied  he  had 
and  likely  to  be  transitory ;  the  irritation  of  seen  a  popular  remedy  useful  in  such  cases ; 
teething  for  example :  and  besides  this,  it  is  that,  namely,  of  cramming  salt  into  the 
stated  by  many  practical  writers  that  even  patient's  mouth :  he  thought  he  had  suc- 
repeated  and  habitual  attacks  of  epilepsy  in  ceeded  in  bringing  the  patient  about  by  that 
ddldrea  often  go  oflf  as  the  patients  grow  expedient.  Of  the  epileptic  patients  that 
older ;  and  especially  at  the  age  of  puberty,  come  into  hospitals,  the  physician,  not  being 
The  experience  of  Heberden,  however,  was  always  on  the  spot,  does  not  see  sJl,  or  even 
against  this.  He  says  that  he  had  known  many  of  the  paroxysms ;  but  after  reading 
several  persons  become  epileptic  at  that  time;  that  letter,  I  desired  the  nurses  to  treat  di 
but  that  he  had  never  met  with  one  who  had  my  patients  who  might  be  seized  with  epi- 
tMen  got  rid  of  the  disease.  He  had  known  lepsy  in  the  wards  upon  that  plan :  and  upon 
a  few  who  had  recovered  before,  and  some  comparing  the  lengm  of  the  paroxysms  when 
after  the  age  of  puberty.  Dr.  Elliotson  the  salt  was  used,  with  th^  ordinary  dura- 
mentions  a  case  in  which  a  girl  had  epilepsy  tion  as  reported  by  the  friends  of  the  patientf 
prior  to  the  first  period  of  menstruation:  or  as  previously  observed  in  the  hospital 
then  the  fits  stopped;  and  she  remained  free  during  some  of  the  earlier  fits,  it  certainly 
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did  Mem  to  curtail  the  oonTulBioiis.     Pro-  direct    depletion.       The    second,    which, 

bably  it  if  more  calculated  to  relieve  an  perhaps,  is  the  most  common  of  the  two,  and 

hysterical  than  an  epileptic  fit.     In  the  epi-  which  often  leads  (as  I  have  explained  be- 

leptic  fits  of  children  much  benefit  often  fore)  to /oca/ plethora,.may  often  be  remored 

results  from  immersing  them  in  warm  water:  or  lessened  bj  a  tonic  treatment.      The 

particularly  if  there  be  any  coldness  of  the  object  in  both  cases  is  to  gyre  stability  and 

extremities.  firmness  to  the  nervous  system ;  to  diminiiih 

It  is   Tery  much  the  fashion  to  bked  that  mobility,  or  readiness  to  be  impressed, 

persons  who  are  seen  in  a  fit,  of  whatever  which  is  so  strong  a  characteristic  of  die 

kind;  and  to  bleed  them  largely.     I  have  dass  of   patients    affiBCted   with   e|Mlepsy, 

already  given  yeu  my  opinion  of  the  indis-  although  it  may  not  be  very  apparent  m 

criminate  use  of  this  decided  measure  in  some  few  individuals  among  than.      It  is 

apoplectic  attacks.     If  it  be  clear,  from  the  upon   this    principle    that    mtnerai  tonka 

phsenomcna,  or  from  the  known  history  of  sometimes  do  good  in  epilepsy,  and  not  by 

the  patient,  that  the  case  is  one  of  epilepsy,  any  tpecifle  virtue  which  tiiey  possess   in 

bleeding,   during  the  fit,  will    seldom  be  restraining  the  fits. 

necessary  or  proper  ;    unless,  indeed,  the  It  is  owing,  perhaps,  to  a  neglect  of  these 
evidence  of  cerebral  plethora  is  Tery  strongly  two  somewhat  opposite  conditions  of  general 
marked ;  and  even  then  I  would  advise  you  plethora  and  general    debility,   or  to  the 
not  to  do  more  than  take  a  moderate  quan-  difficulty  that  sometimes  is  met   with   in 
tity  of  blood,  by  cupping,  from  the  neck  or  distinguishing  these  conditions,  that  sudi  a 
temples.     The  convulsions  and  the  sopor  variety  of  opinions  have  been  expressed  con- 
may  be  expected  soon  to  pass  off;  as  soon,  ceming  the  proper  treatment  of  habitual 
probably,  and  aa  completely,   without  as  epilepsy.     Plethora  b  to  be  reduced  without 
with  any  abstraction  of  blood.      Whereas  causing  hurtful  debility :  tone  is  to  be  given 
the  difference  of  the  alternative  is  not  trifling,  vnthout    inducing   dangerous  fulness.      It 
in  respect  to  the  condition  in  which  the  requires  some  nicety  to  carry  the  >^^**w^ 
patient  will  be  left  when  the  fit  is  over,  even ;  to  attain  the  hoped-for  good,  and  sit 
The  injurious  effect    of    excessive  blood-  the  same  time  to  avoid  the  evU  Uiat  is  apt  to 
letting  upon  the  system  at  large,  is  mani-  wait  upon  it.     In  very  many  cases  the  re- 
fest,  sometimes,  for  months  afterwards.  quisite  extent  and  measure  of  the  tonic  plan 
During  the  intervals  between  the  attacks  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  the  lowering  system 
we  seek  to  prevent  their  recurrence ;    and  on  the  other,  can  only  be  learned  by  carefol 
this  end  is  to  be  attained,  when  it  is  attain-  trials.      But  sometimes  the  indications  of 
able  at  all,  by  getting  rid  of  the  predis-  treatment  are  more-  plain.     When  the  pe- 
position  to  the  disease,  on  the  one  hand,  tient  is  young  and  strong,  and  full  of  blood, 
and  by  protecting  the  patient  against  its  and  not  of  a  particularly  moveable  tempera, 
exciting  causes  on  the  other.      Now  there  ment ;  when  he  has  a  hard  pulse,  or  any 
are  certain  kinds  and  causes  of  predisposition  degree  of  feverishness ;   when  the  disorder 
which  we  cannot  get  rid  of:   such  are  the  has  supervened  upon  the  suspension  of  some 
tendency  that  is  inherited;    the  strumous  customary  discharge,  so  that  there  is  an  ob- 
diathesis ;   malformation  of  the  head ;   the  vious  cause  of  plethora  ;  and  when  the  dis- 
presence  of  some  organic  lesion  in  the  brain  ease  is  in  its  early  stage,  and  the  recurrence  of 
or  spinal  cord.    Vicious  and  dissolute  habits  the  fits  has  not  yet  been  established  by  habit ; 
are  also  difficult,   but  not  impossible,  to  in  any  or  all  of  these  circumstances  it  will 
eradicate.     It  will  be  our  duty,  when  such  often  be  proper  to  abstract  blood  from  the 
are  diseovered,  to  set  strongly  before  the  patient,  and  it  will  always  be  right  to  purge 
unhappy  patient  the  dreadful  end  to  which  him  actively,  and  to  insist  upon  an  abstinent 
he  is  hastening ;  the  certain  loss  of  reason  regimen.      When  former  paroxysms  have 
to  whidi,  when  once  the  disease  has  shewn  been  preceded  by  signs  of  fulness  of  the 
itself,  the  continuance  of  his  baleful  indul-  vessels  of  the  head,  by  headache  for  in- 
genoes  will  drive  him ;    and  to  urge  upon  stance,  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries, 
hun  the  necessity  for  a  short  and  sudden  distension  of  the  superficial  veins,  a  flushed 
turn  on  his  part,  if  he  would  expect  any  aid  or  loaded  countenance,  you  may  sometimea, 
from  medidne.     Where  no  physical  cause  of  by  a  timely  use  of  the  lancet  or  the  cupping- 
the  proclivity  exists,  or  can  be  detected,  glass,  avert  an  attack  that  was  apparently 
it   is    of   much    importance    to    ascertain  impending. 

whether  there  be  any  deviation  from  the  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  patient  is  pale 
standard  condition  of  health ;  towards  gene-  and  weak ;  or  unduly  susceptible ;  or  if  his 
ral  plethora  in  the  one  direction,  or  towards  malady  has  been  fiutened  upon  him  through 
emptiness  and  asthenia  in  the  other.  The  many  repetitions  of  the  fit;  you  will  generally 
first  of  these  unnatural  states  may  be  re-  find  that  any  form  of  active  depletion  is  in- 
dressed  by  regimen  and  exercise,  by  absti-  jurious,  and  learn  to  place  your  best  hope 
nence  from  stimulating  food  and  drink,  and  in  measures  which  aie  calculated  to  invigorate 
by  a  slender  diet  also  ;  and,  if  need  be,  by  the  frame. 
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One  of  the  most  useful  of  the  particular  There  is  no  danger  of  spoiling  the  beauty 

remediesemployedforstrengtheningthebody,  of  your  patient  by  administering  the  oxide 

IB  the  cold  shower  bath.     This  tends,  more  or  the  sulphate  of  zinc ;  or  the  cuprum  am- 

perhaps  than  any  other  single  measure,  to  moniatum.     The  liquor  arsenicalis  has  been 

give  permanent  firmness  and  stability  to  the  thought  useful ;   but  it  requires  to  be  ex- 

aystem.     The  best  test,  in  all  cases,  of  the  hibited  with  great  caution.     Of  all  the  me- 

tonic  and  bracing  effect  of  this  remedy  is  the  tallic  remedies  I  should  prefer  some  prepa- 

occurrence  of  a  pleasant  and  general  glow  ration  of  iron.     I  think  I  have  seen  much 

after  each  application  of  it.     It  is  the  only  good  done  by  the  vinum  fern ;  not  by  any 

safe  mode  in  which  the  cold  bath  can  be  used  specific  agency,  however,  but  by  its  giving 

by  an  epileptic  person.  what  is  called  tone  to  the  nervous  system, 

You  will   find,   in  books,  a  great  many  and  rendering  it  less  prone  to  be  affected  by 
tonicmedicines  recommended  for  this  disease,  the  slighter  exciting  causes  of  the  disease, 
which  medicines  you  will  have  opportunity  I  cannot  pretend  to  weigh  the  merits  of  the 
and  ample  time  for  trying.     Of  the  mineral  long  list  of   substances  which   have   been 
tonics,  the  salts  of  silver,  zinc,  copper,  and  lauded  as  efficacious  in  keeping  off  and  curing 
iron,  have  been  chiefly  praised.     The  nitrate  the  disease;  and  which,  when  they  have  been 
of  silver  used  to  be  highly  thought  of;  but  useful  at  all,  have  operated,  I  conclude,  in 
there  is  one  very  serious  objection  to  it  which  diminishing  the  disposition  to  epilepsy  by 
must  never  be  forgotten  :  viz.  that  it  is  apt  corroborating  the  nervous  system.  The  most* 
to  produce   a  permanent  discolouration  of  renowned  of  them  are  valerian,  asafuetida, 
the  skin,  a  frightful  lead-colour.     There  is  a  wormwood,  the  misletoe  of  the  oak,  the  bor- 
foqtman  in  a  house  near  Cavendish  Square  daminepratensis,  rue, the sedum acre,  indigo; 
who  has  been  thus  blackened:  and  there  is  narcotic  vegetable  preparations,  stramonium, 
a  gentleman  of  property  resident  at  Brighton  belladonna,  hemlock,  lettuce;  animal  sub- 
in  the  same  predicament :  his  face  looks  as  stances,   musk,   castor,   ox-gall ;    and    the 
if  it  had  been  thoroughly  and  carefully  pen-  number  might  be  ixiany  times  multiplied : 
cilled  over  with  plumbago.     A  barrister  and  and  this  long  array  of  drug's,  all  of  which 
friend   of   my  own  had    a    narrow  escape  have  been  known,  or  supposed,  to  accomplish 
from  a  similar  misfortune :  in  fact  his  skin  a  cure,  affords,  in  truth,  one  of  the  strongest 
has  acquired  a  just  perceptible  tinge  of  grey,  evidences  of  the  intractability  of  the  disease 
Now  if  the  remedy  were  sure  to  cure  the  under  any  plan  of  treatment.     There  is  a 
disease,   I  am  not  certain  that   every  one  shrewd  remark  of  Esquirol's,  which  I  believe 
would  accept  of  a  cure  on  such  terms.     It  to  be  quite  true,  however  difficult  it  may  be 
would  be  proper,  even  on  that  supposition,  to  account  for  the  fact,  which  is,  that  epilep- 
to  tell  the  patient  that  though  he  (or,  a  for-  tics  are  apt  to  improve  for  a  time  under 
fxQTi^  she)  would  get  rid  of  the  epilepsy,  every  new  plan  of  treatment, 
there  was  a  likelihood  that  this  unamiable  Whatever  drug  you  may  see  reason  to 
complexion  might  ensue.     But  the  truth  is  prefer   (and  the  patients  will  have  drugs, 
that  in  giving  tiiis  nitrate  of  silver  we  run  a  and   you  must    be    prepared   to    ring   the 
great  risk  of  obtaining  its  disfiguring  effect,  changes    upon    them),    there    are    certain 
for  the  sake  of  a  very  small  chance  of  curing  other    points  in  the   management    of   the 
the  epilepsy.     I  have  been  assured,  by  one  disease  which  are  of   considerable    impor- 
of  his  friends,  that  the  Brighton  gentleman  tance.     The  patient  who  is  subject  to  epi- 
has  carried  a  dark  outside  for  a  quarter  of  a  lepsy  should  live  by  rule,  and  be  temperate 
century  at  least ;  and  that  he  is  as  subject  to  in  ail  things.     His  diet  should  be  simple, 
epileptic  fits  now  as  ever  he  was.     If  the  nutritious,  but  not  stimulating :  he  should 
lunar  caustic  is  to  do  good,  it  must  be  given  renounce  all  strong  liquor,  and  become,  in 
for  some  timis  together,  and  the  probability  the  new-fangled  and  vulgar  phrase,  a  tea- 
is  that  it  will  not  do  good  even  then  ;  and  if  totaller.     He  should   rise  early,   and  take 
it  be  given  for  some  time  together,  there  is  regular  exercise  in  the  open  air ;  keeping  his 
great  danger  of  its  changing  the  colour  of  head  cool,  and  his  extremities  warm.     He 
the  skin.     For  these  reasons  I  never  give  it  should  avoid  all  mental  excitement,  and  the 
myself,  and  therefore  I  cannot  recommend  &tiguing  pursuit  of  what  is  called  pleasure ; 
it  to  you.     If  you  wish  to  try  it,  or  if  you  all  probable  sources  of  sudden  anger,  sur- 
have  a  patient  that  insists  on  trying  it,  as  '  prise,  ahirm,  or  deep  emotion  of  any  kind ; 
some  will,  you  may  begin  with  half  a  grain  all  striving  and  contention  of  the  intellect. 
in  a  pill  three  times  a  day  ;  and  the  dose  has  The  student,  of  whatever  age  and  sort,  in 
sometimes  been  carried   as  high  as  fifteen  whom  epilepsy  has  declared  itself,   should 
grains.     And  .it  is  worth  observing  that  in  shut  his  books,  the  man  of  business  abandon 
the  larger  doses  this  drug  proves  purgative  :  or  abridge  his  professional  toil :  at  least  they 
it  is  possible  that  its  good  effect,  when  it  has  must  be  instructed  to  abstain  habitually,  in 
any,  may  be  attributable  to  its  operation  in  their  respective  callings,  from  such  appUca- 
that  way.  tion  as  would  task  and  strain  their  powers. 
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whether  mental  or  bodily ;  and  endeavonrs  of  the  ica^,  which  healed  ikmly  and  with  a 

should  be  made  to  engage  their  thooghta  copious  suppuration.    While  iint  diachai)^ 

and   to  interest  their   minds  in  less   en-  continued  he  was  free  from  any  epileptic 

grossing  objects  of  attention.    No  minute  attack;  but, as  soon  as  Uie  wound  healed, 

rules  can  be  laid   down  on  these  points^  the  fits  returned  as  before." 

but,  keeping  the  general  indication  in  view,  Twice  I  have  seen  similar  good  effects 

it  will  seldom  be  difficult  to  follow  it  up  in  from  the  insertion  of  a  seton  in  the  neck, 

practice.  Twenty  times  tliat  measure  haa  disappointed 

When  the  fits  appear  to  have  been  brought  my  hopes, 

on  by  a  species  of  moral  contagion,  or  by  When  the  disease  is  ascertained  or  be- 

imitation  of  the  same  disease  seen  in  others,  lieved  to  be  of  the  eccentric  kind,  we  moat 

care  should  be  taken  to  exclude  as  much  as  search  diligently  to  find  the  aeat  ai  the  dia- 

possible  those  objects  or  trains  of  thought  tant  irritation,  in  some  disturbance  of  func- 

which  produce  the  mental  emotion  or  the  tion ;  and  apply  our  remedies  accordingly, 

morbid  propensity.     In  these  cases,  and,  Tlie  irritation  may  be  foimd,  as  I  haye 

indeed,  I  may  say  in  almost  all  cases,  it  is  already  intimated,  in  almost  any  organ  of 

more  rational  to  expect  benefit  from  such  the  body.    Fainfiil  or  irregular  dentition  la 

measures  as  tend  to  calm  the  mind  and  to  perhaps  one  of  the  commonest  of  the  eoceo- 

fortify  the  nenres,  than  from  this  or  that  trie  sources  of  epilepsy.     Sometimes  the 

substance    thrown    at    random    into    the  attacks  are  attended  with  symptoms  of  dia- 

stomach.  ease  in  the  lirer ;  slight  yellowness  of  the 

There  is  sometimes  cause  for  suspecting  skin,  uneasiness  and  tenderness  of  the  rig^t 
that  epileptic  fits  depend  upon  a  syphilitic  hypochondrium,  and  lowness  of  spirits.  In 
affection  of  'the  bones  of  the  skull ;  I  am  such  a  case  we  must  rectify  that  state  of  the 
mu^h  mistaken  if  I  have  not  seen  such  cases,  liver,  by  such  means  as  I  shall  have  to  specify 
When  that  suspicion  arises,  it  will  be  proper  hereafter.  If  the  disorder  depends  on  a  stone 
to  give  mercury  a  fiill  and  fair  trial.  Such  in  the  bladder,  the  cure  must  be  committed 
a  plan  has  .been  followed  by  success.  I  to  the  surgeon.  I  have  a  patient  at  present 
should  always  premise,  however,  in  such  under  my  occsAonal  inspection,  who  from 
cases,  the  iodide  of  potassium  ;  the  efficacy  time  to  time  has  slight  fits  of  epilepsy ;  on 
of  which  in  getting  rid  of  syphilitic  nodes  is  most  occasions  he  passes  about  the  same 
no  longer  doubtful.  *  I  am  accustomed  to  re-  time  a  small  calculus  by  the  urethra.  I  make 
commend  a  gentle  andlong-continued  course  no  doubt  that  in  his  case  the  exciting  cause 
of  mercury  whenever  organic  disease  of  the  of  the  epilepsy  lies  in  the  kidney, 
brain  is  suspected ;  the  influence  of  that  You  will  find  that  most  persons,  in  re- 
remedy  being  carefully  watched.  It  will  be  spect  to  such  diseases  as  that  which  we  are 
right  and  proper  also  to  try  the  effect  of  now  considering,  have  some  fi&vourite  or 
counter-irritation;  of  blisters,  a  seton  in  usual  mode  of  treatment;  and  if  I  were 
the  neck,  or  the  tartar  emetic  ointment,  called  upon  to  name  any  single  drug,  fit>m 
But  I  must  confess  to  you  that,  often  as  this  which,  in  ordinary  cases  of  epilepsy,  I  diould 
expedient  is  employed,  I  have  seldom  wit-  most  hope  for  rdief,  I  should  say  it  was  the 
nessed  any  such  result  from  it  as  would  oil  of  turpentine.  And  I  find  that  other 
encourage  me  to  expect  benefit  from  repeat-  persons  have  come  to  the  same  oondnaioii. 
ing  it  in  another  case.  There  is  one  form  of  Dr.  Latham  the  elder  was,  I  balieve,  the  first 
counter-irritation  which  I  have  never  seen  person  who  made  known  its  efficacy  in  this 
put  to  the  test,  but  which  has  of  late  been  disorder.  Foville  states  that  he  has  seen  ex- 
strongly  recommended  by  a  very  able  and  cellent  effects  from  it.  It  is  highly  spoken 
observing  physician.  Dr.  Pritchard ;  and  of  by  Dr.  Percival,  in  the  Dublin  Hospital 
which  I  have  heard  very  g^od  accounts  of  Reports.  It  is  not  to  be  given  in  large  doses, 
from  a  gentleman  who  had  seen  it  extensively  but  in  smaller  ones  that  are  frequently  re- 
employedj  in  Bristol ;  I  mean  the  making  a  peated ;  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm 
long  issue  in  the  head  itself,  dividing  tiie  every  six  hours.  You  are  aware  that  it 
integumenta  down  to  the  bone  by  means  of  sometimes  produces  strangury,  and  therefore 
a  scalpel  in  the  direction  of  the  sagittal  the  patient  must  be  forewarned  of  tldi,  or 
suture,  and  keeping  the  indsion  open  and  carerally  watch^  Occasionally  turpentine 
discharging  for  some  time,  by  means  of  has  done  good  in  virtue  of  its  anthelmintic 
issue  peas.  The  formation  of  the  issue  is  properties.  I  know  that  a  physician  of  my 
said  to  be  not  so  painful  as  one  might  suppose,  acquaintance  cured  a  case  of  epilepsy  in  this 

Dr.  Quain,  in  his  edition  of  Martinet't  way,  somewhat  to  his  own  surprise.    With- 

Paihohgy,    relates  the  following  case: —  out  having  in  his  mind  any  notion  of  wormsi 

"  Some  years  ago  I  saw  a  boy  who  was  epi-  he  thought  it  might  be  well  to  purge  his 

leptic  from  infancy,  and  who,  in  one  of  his  patient,  who  had  laboured  under  epilepsy 

usual  fits,  fell  over  a  cliff  by  the  sea-side,  for  some  time,  with  the  oleum  terebinthinc. 

and  recrived  a  very  severe  lacerated  wound  The  patient,  who  is  the  brother  of  a  penon 
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holfliiigat  present  shigh  office  in  thi§  country,  times  be  prevented  by  dashing  cold  water  on 

iras  residing  two  or  three  miles  out  of  town,  the  fiux,  or  by  exciting  the  nostrils  by  snuff. 

In  the  middteofthe  night  the  Doctor  was  sum-  In  this  manner  the  disposition  to  closure  of 

moned  to  him  in  a  great  hurry ;  the  mea-  the  larynx  and  to  expiratory  efforts  is  ex- 

senger  said  he  was  supposed  to  be  dying,  dianged  for  sudden   acts   of  inspiration. 

He  was  only  intoxicated,  howereri  by  the  Another  patient  of  my  own,  an  old  College 

ftee  dose  of  turpentine  he  had  swallowed :  friend  indeed,  who  is  afflicted  with  epilepsy, 

the  next  morning  he  voided  into  the  close-  feels  oonviooed  that  he  sometimes  prevents 

stool  a  large  tape-worm ;  and  he  has  never  a  fit  by  applying  smelling  salts  to  Ids  nose ; 

had  epilepsy  since.  The  late  Lord  Hardwick,  and  he  always  carriea  a  bottle  about  with 

the  fiither  of  the  present  Earl,  had  epilepsy,  him  for  that  purpose:  but,  unfortunately, 

and  he  too  got  rid  of  his  epilepsy  and  of  a  the  warning    (which    consists    chiefly    in 

worm  at  the  same  time.    I  believe  that  the  giddiness)  is  generslly  so  short,  that  he  haa 

cure  was  effected  by  turpentine  in  his  case  not  time  to  have  recourse  to  his  preventive 

also ;  but  I  am  not  certain  of  that.    Such  before  he  fells  down.    It  is  a  question  whe- 

cases  are  remarkably  interesting :  they  shew  Uier  tiie  fit  may  not  be  obviated  by  a  strong 

that  irritation  of  the  stomach  or  intestines  mental  effort  in  some  cases.    I  make  no 

may  be  sufficinit  to  cause  the  fits ;   they  doubt  that  it  may,  espedaUv  in  the  imita- 

illustrate  excellently  well  the  eccentric  form  tive  form  of  the  disease,  which  originates 

of  the  disease ;  and  they  deserve  to  be  al-  hi  and  depends  upon  mental  and   moral 

ways  borne  in  mind  when  we  are  asked  to  causes. 

prescribe  for  an  epileptic  patient.  A  cure  It  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  do 
from  so  dreaded  a  complaint,  by  such  sim-  more  than  advert  generally  to  those  precau- 
ple  means — ^the  cause  of  his  malady,  and  the  tions  which  every  one  who  is  subject  to  epi* 
certainty  of  his  having  got  rid  of  that  cause,  lepsy  ought  to  observe,  and  which  it  is  the 
being  both  so  obvious  and  intelligible  to  the  business  of  his  medical  adviser  to  enforce 
patient — ^may  be  enough,  sometimes,  to  make  both  upon  the  patient  himself,  and  upon  his 
a  practitioner's  fortune.  But  I  think  you  friends.  His  bed  should  be  large ;  or  if  not 
will  sometimes  find  the  oil  of  turpentine  large  it  should  be  enclosed  with  some  netting 
very  useful,  even  though  it  expels  no  worm,  or  other  defence  against  his  felling  out  of  it. 
and  when  there  is  no  worm  to  expel.  If  If  he  sleeps  in  a  room  by  himself,  care  should 
the  bowels  should  be  costive,  the  oil  of  tur-  be  taken  that,  in  the  winter,  a  proper  tem- 
pentine  end  castor  oil*  in  equal  proportions,  perature  is  kept  up,  for  if  in  his  attacks  he 
go  exoeedii^gly  well  together.  gets  out  of  bed  on  the  floor,  he  may  be 
During  the  warnings, — ^When  the  patient  seriously  iiijund  by  the  cold.  He  should 
has  a  distinct  warning  of  an  approaching  not,  however,  be  left  alone  if  it  can  be  helped, 
paroxysm,  can  any  thing  be  done  to  ward  Guards  should  be  placed  over  every  grate 
it  off  ?  Why,  in  some  cases,  by  mterrupt-  near  which  ^  patient  may  come ;  he  should 
ing  the  precursory  symptoms,  it  certainly  avoid  ascending  and  descending  stairs  as 
may  be  prevented.  A  pupil  of  the  class  much  as  he  can;  he  should  not  ride  on  horse- 
informs  me  that  a  brother  of  his,  12  or  IS  back,  nor  on  the  top  of  a  coach,  nor  even  in 
years  old,  hss  been  subject  to  epileptic  fits  a  gig ;  nor  go  about,  especially  in  solitary 
for  two  years.  Hey  occur  in  the  night,  pUces,  without  an  attendant.  A  patient  of 
especially  if  he  is  waked,  even  though  the  Dr.  Cheyne's,  a  young  man  of  20,  was 
awakening  cause  has  no  tendency  to  startle  drowned  in  his  own  garden  by  felling  into  a 
him.  He  often  is  dull  and  drowsy  the  even-  little  runnel  of  water  which  was  not  four 
ing  before,  and  if  he  is  roused  from  this  inches  deep.  Neither,  on  the  other  hand, 
leSiargic  state  by  conversation,  or  amuse-  will  it  be  proper  or  safe  for  him  to  frequent 
ments,  the  attack  expected  that  night  some-  crowded  or  hot  rooms ;  of  the  streets  of  a 
times  does  not  happen.  Another  student  populous  .town,  in  which  the  multiplicity 
knows  a  young  girl,  in  whom  the  occurrence  and  distraction  of  objects  are  ^>t  to  pro- 
of very  high  spirits  is  always  precursory  of  duce,  even  in  a  healthy  person  who  is  not 
the  paroxysm  :  when  this  extreme  vivacity  accustomed  to  them,  a  degree  of  vertigo  and 
18  moderated  by  those  about  her,  the  threat-  confusion.  Dr.  Cheyne  advises  thet  when 
cned  fit  is  sometimes  averted.  I  mentioned  the  patient's  circumstances  will  admit  of  his 
before  an  instance  in  which  the  aura,  pro-  having  a  constant  attendant  with  him,  the 
ceeding  firom  one  of  the  thumbs,  was  fre-  latter  should  be  provided  witli  some  diffuai- 
quenUy  checked  by  tvtag  a  ligature  tightly  ble  stimulus ;  a  potion,  for  example,  com- 
round  the  thumb.  Oi&x  examples  of  ex-  posed  of  camphor  mixture  and  Kther,  by 
actly  the  same  kind  are  on  record.  Mr.  swallowing  which  the  impending  paroxysm 
Wardrop  cured  a  case,  beguming  with  aura  may  sometimes  be  repelled, 
in  one  finger,  by  amputating  a  joint  of  the  > 

finger.     Dr.  M.  HaU  states  that  the  imme-  

diate  accession  of  the  paroxysm  may  some- 
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ON  tarily  moved  arci  if  not  wholly,  (as  Scarpa 

CERTAIN   PHYSIOLOGICAL  INFERENCES  and  others  have  maintained),  at  least  almost 

WHICH  MAY  BE  DRAWN  FBuM  THB  stUDT  OF  ^""^^^  ^cvoid  of  any  of  those  filamenU 

which  we  now  regard  as  the  organs  of  com- 

THE  NERVES  OF  THE  EYEBALL.*  moa  sensation ;    the  straight  and  oblique 

By  W.  P.  Alison,  M.D.  muscles  having  their  nerves  from  the  3d, 

4  th,  and  6th,  to  the  almost  complete  ezcloaon 

Professor  of  the  Theory  of  MedicUie.  of  the  ophthalmic  branch  of  the  5th*. 

"**'  I  think  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  reason 

It  has  been  justly  observed  that  the  great  of  this  peculiarity,  by  which  the  muscles  of 

discovery  of  the  appropriation  of  the  diiierent  the  eyeball  are  distinguished — ^perhaps  from 

(Mrtions  of  the  nervous  system  to  the  exer-  every  other  muscle  in  the  body,  viz.   the 

eiae  of  the  different  functions,  would  never  absence  of  purely  sensitive  filaments  in  their 

have  been  clearly  established,  but  for  the  composition — ^b  that    already  assigned  by 

fbrtWBate  circumstaaoe  that,  is  certain  parts  Van  Deenf,  viz.  that  these  muscles  are  in. 

of  ^e  body,  especially  on  the  ikoe,  the  nerves  tended  to  be  regulated  and  guided  in  their 

of  sense  and  of  voluntary  Tni!i<Qa  are  distinct  contractions,  not  by  sensations  excited  in 

throughout  their  whole  course.     AncT  this  their  own  substance,  or  in  parts  directly  in 

consideration  may  instruct  us  that,  when  we  contact  with  them,  but  by  the  sensations  of 

have  an  organ  supplied  with  a  variety  of  the  retina ;  and  I  think  farther,  that  to  this 

nerves,  known  to  be  of  perfectiy  different  peculiarity  we  are  to  ascribe,  both  the  p:06i. 

endowments,  the  study  of  the  peculiarities  tive  fact,  that  the  movements  of  these  mus- 

of  these  nerves  may  give  us  an  insight  into  cles  are  naturally  consentient  in  the  two  eyes, 

the  purpose  or  use  of  some  of  those  pieces  of  so  as  to  preserve  the  parallelism  of  the  optic 

structure  in  all  parts  of  the  nervous  system,  axes ;  and  likewise  the  negative  fact,  that  we 

in  which  we  must  still  admit  tiiat  we  see  have  hardly  any  power  to  insulate  an  act  of 

much  contrivance,  without  nnderatandiag  its  the  will  on  one  of  these  muscles,  so  as  to 

intention.  move  the  one  eyeball  in  a  different  direction 

In  the  case  of  the  eyeball,  it  is  generally  from  the  other ;  i.  e,  the  left  eye,  for  exam- 

allowed  that  we  see,  separated  for  us  by  pie,  turns  inwards  when  the  right  eye  turns 

nature,  ahnost  every  kind  of  nerve  which  the  outwards,  because  both  are  habitually  guided 

physiology  of  any  part  of  the  body  includes ;  by  the  sensations  of  the  retina,  which  are 

we    have     the   nerve  of  special  sensation,  similarly  affected  by  these  movements  of  the 

and  that  of  common  sensation  ;  we  have  the  two  eyes ;  and  we  have  little  power  of  mov- 

nerves  which  excite  motion  in  obedience  to  log  either  eye  independently  of  the  other, 

the  will,  and  those  which  excite  motion  over  because  we  have  hardly  any  sensations,  aui> 

which  the  will  has  no  control ;  we  can  point  sequent  on  the  movement  of  the  one  eye  and 

out  the  incident  nerve  and  the  efferent  nerve,  not  of  the  other,  whereby  to  guide  the  efforts 

concerned  in  two  distinct  examples  of  the  of  the  will  for  this  purpose^.    And  this  con> 

reflex  function  of  the  spinal  cord:  and  we     ~T"7r;r~. n ^.. ; 

MR  «m«^<w  rKo  w^^^m  u^\^uiAW  fk.  »nfr«;*^^.  CertUTO  et  inconcussnm  ut,"  says  Scarpa, 

«n  speafy  the  nerve  by  which  the  nutrition  "guintinervonim  cerebri ramumiphibalmicmj 

of  the  whole  organ,  and  more  than  one  secre-  orbitam  transgradientem,  oe  minimum  quidem 

tion  contained  in  it,  are  liable  to  be  influ-  filamentum  valde  conspicuis  caeteroquin  navia 

enced  and  controUed.     And  when  we  attend  u^^Sl??™*'*"'"  ^               (De  Gangliis,  &c. 

to  the  peculiaritiefl  of  these  nerves,  and  to  t'Dc  Differentia  et  Nexu  inter  Nervos  vitK 

ihcts  which  have  been  observed  in  regard  to  animalia  et  vits  organicK,  p.  16a. 

their  action,  I  think  we  have  sufficient  data  ^  Vt**"  ^^  S^^^  by  Sir  Charies  Bell,  that 

Ax.^.^.;..  iLf^^^ V    uT  ■—"*':-"*  *™  he  beheves  the  3d  nerve  to  be  sensitive  as  well 

for  oertam  mferences  apphcable  to  other  parts  as  motor,  because  it  has  an  origin  from  behind 

of  the  nervous  system,  which  have  not  yet  as  wellasflrom  before  the  grey  matter  of  the  eras 

been  distinctlv  pointed  out,  and  which  are  S*"*^"  ».*"**  although  the  examples  of  the  portio 

•f*na  in  fK.  /^n».^„„n  ^#  «>i.«*.  «««-♦  ^;4i;m.u  °^*  "^d  the  spinal  accessory  nerves  (which  ap- 

steps  m  the  progress  of  that  most  difficult,  pear  to  be  purely  motor,  although  originsUng  m 

but  likewise  most  interesting  department  of  part  from  the  posterior  portion  of  the  cord)  ren- 

physiology,  where  our  object  is  to  detect  the  ^^^  ^^^^  inference  doubtful,  yet  I  am  bound  to 

laws  by  which  mental  acts  are  connected  "^mijjj**,  according  to  the  statement  of  Valen- 

-.uk  *L       u    •   ""'""""*''*•*•.  \  *'""".«^»*^  tm  (a),  there  isexpenmentalevidenceof sensations 

with  the  physical  changes  of  hvmg  bemgs ;  being  felt  on  uritation  of  the  8d  nerve.    But  this 

and  where,  accordingly,  the  intimations  of  suthor  is  equally  confident,  from  experiment, 

our  own  consciousness  must  be  admitted  as  thaJthereisnosenaibiUty  inthe6thnerve(A);  and 

«uivf  ^f  fk«  A«n»j.4>:^«  ^t  ^^    '  « ^   ^^  "•  It  ihould  be  rememberer  that  movementaare  often 

part  of  the  foundation  of  our  mfeitjnces.  performed  by  the  3d  nervc,~such  as  loUing  the 

I.  Tne  first  peculiarity  in  the  nerves  of  eyes  Inwards,  and  raising  the  eyelid^— which  are 

the  eyeball  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  atten-  ^^i  prompted  by  the  sensations  of  the  retinae, 

tion  in  thin  thuf  thnat^  annnivi^o.  *k«  .»».»i^  •""  'or  the  regulation  of  which  sensations  in  the 

non  w  this,  that  those  supplying  the  muscles  moving  parts  themselves  may  therefore  be  re- 

by  which  the  eyeball  u  mstmctively  or  volun-  quired. 

-7-=— — T~z: : :^ (^J  ^  Functionibus  Nervorum  C^ebralium, 

^/-??^?*  *^*  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  &c.  p.  16. 

♦f  Bdinburgh,  Vol.  XV.  Part  I .  (h)  Ibid.  p.  30. 
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■ideration  mggesti  some  important  reflec-  not   only    overlook    tiiis,    their    ffyn^iy! 

tionfl  on  the  office  qfsentitive  nervet  and  qf  character,  of  selection  of  individual  nerves 

tentationa  in  regard  to  all  movements  of  and  adaptation  to  particular  ends,  but  dii« 

^^Mluitary  muscles.  regard  the  following  facts,  long  ago  stated  in 

It  appenv  to  mte,  notwithstanding  some  evidence,  that  sensations  intervene  in  the 
difficulties  recently  ndaed,  that  ^he  essential  process  by  which  they  are  excited, 
peculiarity  of  all  strictly  animal  motion  is,  i.  In  various  cases,  impressions  on  the 
that  it  is  motion  dependent  more  or  less  sensitive  "flerves  of  diferent  parts  of  the 
directly  on  sensation ;  that  if  we  are  certain  body  ezdte  the  tunu,  sensation,  and  then 
of  any  movement  in  an  orgamied  body  being  the  eame  reflex  or  sympathetic  action  foU 
altogether  independent  of  sensation,  and  lows, — as  when  intense  nausea  results  from 
affording  no  indication  of  any  mental  act,  changes  whether  in  the  brain,  fiiuces,  sto- 
we  should  refer  it  to  the  same  class  as  move-  mach,  bowels,  liver,  or  kidneys,  and  is  in 
ments  in  vegetables  ;  and  that  in  designating  each  case  followed  by  the  same  act  of  retch- 
such  movements  as  organic,  but  not  animal,  ing, — or  when  a  full  inspiration  follows  the 
we  express  a  distinction  of  essential  impor-  dashing  of  cold  water  on  the  face,  breast, 
tance  in  physiology.  abdomen,  or  extremities. 

It  has  indeed  been  lately  maintained  by  2.  Conversely,  in  various  instances,  diffe- 
several  eminent  physiologists,  who  have  rent  impressions  made  on  the  eame  parts  of 
studied  the  indications  of  what  is  now  called  the  body,  and  therefore  on  the  same  sensi- 
the  reflex  function  of  the  ■  spinal  cord,  that  tive  nerve,  exert  different  sensations,  in 
many  living  actions,  such  as  respiration,  de-  which  case  they  are  not  followed  by  the  same 
glutition,  coughing,  sneezing,  and  vomiting,  reflex  actions.  Thus  certain  impressions  on 
the  evacuations  of  the  bowels  and  bladder,  the  nostrils  and  fAoe,  followed  by  the  sensa- 
and  even  the  movements  by  which  irrita-  tion  of  cold  or  of  tickling,  excite  the  act  of 
tions  of  the»urfiu;e  are  avoidedor  repelled, —  inspiration ;  but  other  impressions  on  the 
certainly  attended  in  the  natural  state  by  same  parts,  fully  as  strongly  felt,  but  ex- 
sensations,  and  usually  thought  to  indicate  citing  different  sensations,  as  in  cutting  or 
sensation,  and  therefore  to  belong  to  the  de-  bruising,  have  no  such  effect ;  and  the  tame 
partment  of  animal  life, — are  independent  is  remarkably  observed  as  to  different  im- 
of  sensation,  and  ought,  therefore,  according  pressions  on  the  fauces  and  on  the  stomach, 
to  the  principle  above  stated,  to  be  referred  some  of  which  excite  nausea  and  then  retch- 
to  that  of  organic  life.  But  although  it  is  ing,  while  many  others'  have  no  such  effect, 
well  ascertained  that  movements  may  be>  These  fects  plainly  indicate  that,  in  the  na- 
cxdted  in  perfectly  paralytic  limbs,  by  irri-  tural  state,  the  reflex  actions,  characterized 
tationa  applied  to  the  surfece,  which  must  be  as  above  stated,  f<dlow  not  the  impressions 
carried  ba^  to  the  sensitive,  and  cross  from  on  parttcnlar  nerves,  but  die  excitemeat  of 
thence  to  the  motor  portions  of  the  spinal  |MiTrimlar  oniiaatiiins.  And  it  is  easy  tosliew 
cord  connected  with  those  limbs ;  and  there-  that  many  phenomena  seen  during  sleep^  or 
fore  that  the  whole  series  of  nervous  actions,  in  decapitated  animals,  (when  the  medulla 
which  takes  place  when  any  of  these  reflex  oblongata  has  been  left  in  connexion  with  the 
or  sympathetic  actions  are  excited,  may  be  cord),  and  which  have  been  thought  indica- 
tn  some  degree  imitated  by  mechanical  irri-  tions  of  even  well-regulated  reflex  move- 
tation  of  the  nervous  matter,  independently  ments,  independent  of  sensation,  may  be 
of  sensation;  yet,  when  it  is  inferred  from  reconciled  to  the  same  doctrine,  if  we  re- 
ikiiMhci^baX^m  the  entire  and  healthy  body  t  member  that  sensations  may  be  quite  dis- 
sensation  does  not  intervene,  as  a  part  of  the  tinct,  but  momentary,  and  so  leave  no  trace 
sequence  of  cause  and  effect,  on  which  such  on  the  recollection. 

actions  depend,   this  theory  overlooks  so  Then  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  several 

much  of  what  has  been  formerly  ascertained  of  these  reflex  actions  are  absolutely  identi- 

and  pointed  out  in  regard  to  them,  that  I  cal  with  those  which  are  excited  by  emotions 

do  not  think  we  can  expect  it  long  to  hold  and  passions,   t.  e.  by  changes  which  are 

its  ground  in  physiology.  peculiar  to  the  mental  part  of  our  coastitu- 

Th»  movements  whidi  are  excited  by  irri-  tion,  as  in  the  cases  of  si^ng,  weeping, 

tation  of  the  sensitive  nerves,  in  the  iifi-  laughing,  even  retching  and  vomiting ;  and 

doubted  absence  of  sensation  (which  of  course  again,  &it  they  are  observed  to  be  remarka- 

can  only  be  known  in  the  numaa  body  in  bly  obedient  to  well-known  laws  of  mind, 

the  state  of  disease),  are  general  and  irregu-  Thus  they  are,  like  the  strictly  voluntary 

lar,  and  have  not  the  diaracter  of  selection  action,  obisdient  to  the  law  of  habit,  which, 

and  adaptation  to  particular  purposes,  which  as  applied  to  the  mental  changes  preceding 

is  easfntial   to  the    useful    application  of  muscular  contractions,  is  merely  the  law  of 

any  such  actions  in  the  living  body.    And  association  of  ideas ;  and  they  are  so  efiec- 

when  it  is  supposed  that  such  movements  tually  controlled  by  the  occurrence  of  any  very 

as    respiration,    coughing,   or  deglutition,  engrossing  mental  act, — sensation,  emotion, 

are    equally  independent  of  sensation,  we  or  voluntary  effort, — as  plainly  to  imply,  that 
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they  are  not  only  attended  by  the  consdous-  I  belicre  we  ihonld  lay  the  eommeneinff  r». 

neesi  bat  modified  by  the  agency,  of  the  eurrenee,  of  these  lenflations,  which  deter- 

mental  part  of  our  constitution.  minea  the  repetitioa  of  the  action.    Thus 

I  stated  and  illustrated  these  facts,  chiefly  the  Ogumlty  of  memory  is  essential  to  all 

by  commenting  on  the  writings  of  Whytt  strictly  voluntary,  as  distinguished  from  in- 

and  Monro,  before  the  offices  of  the  brain  stinctive,  movements ;  and  the  experiments 

and  the  cerebellum,  in  animal  motion,  had  of  Flourens  and  of  Hertwig  instruct  us,  that 

been  clearly  distinguished  from  those  of  the  it  is  the  cerebellum,  not  the  brain  proper, 

spinal  cord* ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  which  fumishefl  the  physical  conditions  re- 

that  their  force  is  in  the  least  Impaired  by  quisite  for  this  recollection  of  muscular  aen- 

the  facts  which  have  been  since  ascertained,  sations. 

touching  the  portions  of  the  nervous  matter        Although  there  appears  at  first  some  diffi- 

with  wMch  sensation,  or  recollection,  or  any  culty  in  understanding  how  sensations  whidi 

other  mental  act,  is  especially  connected. .  are  only  anHeipated,  or  the  heginning  of 

The  case  now  before  us,  however,  is  one  which  only  is  felt,  can  guide  the  contractions 
in  which  we  see  exemplified,  not  merely  the  on  which  their  perfect  recurrence  is  to  de- 
power  of  sensations,  directly,  or  through  the  pend,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  oonceiv- 
intervention  of  other  mental  acts  reralting  ing  tliis,  if  we  recollect  that  it  must  neoee- 
from  them,  to  ereiU  muscular  motions,  bat  sanly  be  precisely  in  the  same  manner  that  a 
more  especially  their  office  in  guiding  and  musician  is  enabled  to  go  over  any  piece  of 
rei^Ai/iii^  those  muscular  actions  which  are  music  from  recollection;  —  the  anticipated 
excited  through  the  nerves.  The  difference  sensation  is,  throughout  that  operation,  the 
between  the  muscles  of  the  eyeball  and  other  guide  to  the  motion  by  which  its  own  recur- 
muscles  of  the  body,  in  the  respect  above  renoe  is  to  be  secured, 
stated,  illustrates  perfectly  the  importance  of  In  the  performance  of  any  such  complex 
the  sensitive  nerves  of  muscles,  whether  successions  of  muscular  movements,  we  must 
these  are  bound  up  with  their  motor  nerves,  allow  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that 
as  in  most  parts  of  the  body,  or  separated  there  is  not  only  a  continual  transmission 
from  them,  as  in  the  face ;  and  the  impor-  daumwardt,  perhaps  to  different  parts  of  the 
tance  of  those  muscular  sensations,  excited  body,  of  certain  definite  nervous  actions  re- 
by  the  contraction  of  muscles,  on  the  efficacy  suiting  from  efforts  of  the  will, — by  motor 
of  which,  as  a  means  of  acquiring  knewledge,  nerves,^-but  likewise  at  least  as  many  trans- 
the  late  Dr.  Brown  dwelt  with  so  much  ear-  missions  upwardg  by  the  sensitive  filaments, 
nestness  and  ability,  but  perhaps  with  some-  of  changes  produced  by  the  movements  ex- 
what  exaggerated  ideas.  dted, — sensations  thereby  felt, — and  mental 

The  office  of  the  sensitive  nerves  of  the  determinations  consequent  on  these,  by  whidi 

voluntary  muscles  in  general,  and  of  the  the  successive  volitions  are  guided.     But  it 

retina  and  the  optic  nerve  in  the  eye,  in  is  admitted  that,  in  all  sciences,  "  reason  can 

regulating  the  animal  motions,  is  obviously  sometimes  go  farther  than  imagination  can 

to  furnish  the  sensations  by  which  the  mind  venture  to  follow  \"  and  in  no  department 

is  guided,  in  selecting  the  muscles  and  por-  of  science  can  we  more  reasonably  expect  to 

tions  of  muscles,  and  in  determining  the  meet  with  such  examples  than  in  tracing  the 

degree  of  contraction  which  is  requisite  for  actions  of  that  exquisite  mechanism,  by  which 

the  attainment  of  any  object.     And  of  the  the  sensations  and  powen  of  living  animals 

necessity  of  such  a  regulator  in  the  case  of  are  placed  in  connection  with  the  world 

the  eye,  we  have  an  instructive  example  when  which  is  given  them  to  inhabit, 
one  eye  is  affected  with  amaurosis,  the  effect        But  we  may  go  a  step  farther,  and  under- 

of  which  is  to  prevent  that  insensible  eye  stand  more  distinctly  the  mode  in  which 

from  following  accurately  the  movements  of  sensations   continually  regulate  and  guide 

the  sound  eye,  when  turned  in  different  di-  muscular  actions,  if  we  reject  on  the  phe- 

rections,  and  thus  to  cause  occasional  and  nomena  to  which  Miiller  has  very  properly 

temporary  distortion.   In  fixing  on  the  mus-  directed  the  attention  of  physiologista  ondo* 

des,  or  portions  of  musdes,  on  which  it  the  name  of  cotueniieni  motionit  and  of 

must  act,  when  it  feels  certein  sensations,  in  which  the  study  of  the  eye  famishes  us  with 

order  to  attain  certain  objects,  the  mind  some  of  the  most  instructive  examples, 
sometimes  merely  yields  to  that  mysterious        I  need  hardly  say  that  this  term  is  applied 

impulse,  independent  both  of  experience  and  in  cases  where  different  nerves,  and  thereby 

of  reasoning,  to  whidk  we  give  the  name  of  muscles,  are  excited  to  action  ftmii//afieoi«f/y, 

instinct ;  but  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  and  where  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to 

in  our  spedes,  it  is  guided  by  experience  and  separate  the  combination.    Such  cases  occur 

education.  The  sensations  which  result  from  very  frequently,  both  as  to  the  strictly  volun- 

any  particular  muscular  action  are  recol-  tary  and  the  sympathetic  or  reflex  move- 

lected ;  and  it  is  the  antidpation,  or  rather  ments,  but  especially  as  to  the  latter ;  and 
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1.  The  strictly  volantaiy  motionfl  thus  tiguous  to  each  other  are  liable  to  be  affected 
aimultaaeoTuly  performed,  are  chiefly  where  nmaltaneouslyy  and  the  inflaence  of  the  will 
the  action  that  is  willed  requires  considerable  (or  of  any  mental  act)  is  with  difficulty  con- 
exertion,  and  is  performed  with  difficulty,  fined  or  insulated  on  indiyidual  fibres/'  or 
"  Thus  when  we  wish  to  contract  the  mua-  something  is  required  to  insulate  it ;  and 
des  of  the  external  ear,  we  induce  contraction  that  these  obserrations  put  us  in  possession 
of  the  occipito-frontalis  muscle  at  the  same  of  an  important  fact  regarding  the  influence, 
time,  without  wishing  it.  During  the  most  either  of  Tolition  or  of  sensation,  or  of  the 
violent  muscular  action,  many  muscles  act  changes  in  the  nervous  matter  attending 
by  association,  although  their  action  serves  these  mental  acts,  in  exciting  muscular 
no  apparent  purpose.  Hius  a  man  making  action,  viz.  that  this  influence  naturally  ex- 
much  exertion  moves  the  muscles  of  his  feoe,  tends  to  some  distance  in  the  larger  masses 
as  if  they  aided  him  in  lifting  a  load,"  &c.  of  the  nervous  matter,  and  requires  the  action 

2.  In  regard  to  most  of  the  cerebral  motor  of  some  additional  cause,  to  insuiate  it  on 
nerves,  and  nerves  moving  the  trunk  of  the  individual  muscles,  or  portions  of  muscles, 
body,  particularly  when  these  act  in  obedience  And  in  so  far  as  the  motor  influence  de- 
to  sensation  or  emotion,  the  most  important  pendent  on  sensation  is  concerned,  this  is 
Uct  regarding  their  consentient  action  is,  strictly  in  accordance  with  what  is  observed 
that  this  tendency  is  observed  especially  in  as  to  the  imitation  of  that  influence,  in  ex- 
{Ae  apposite  nervet  of  the  samepairs.  Thus  periments  on  the  reflex  function  in  paralyzed 
in  the  latter  description  of  movements  per-  or  decapitated  animals. 

formed  by  the  irides  of  the  eyes,  by  the  I  think  Miiller  is  also  certainly  right  in 

muscles  of  the  face,  by  the  pharynx,  dia-  supposing  that  the  tendency  to  consentient 

phragm,  intercostal  muscles,  abdominal,  lum-  movement  in  the  similar  or  corresponding 

bar,  and  perineal  muscles, — in  the  actions  of  portions  of  any  pair  of  nerves,  is  the  reason 

winking  from  bright  light,  of  deglutition,  why  the  third  nenre  is  not  employed  to  give 

breathing,    coughing,    sneezing,    vomiting,  the  movement  outward  to  the  eyeball ;  two 

laughing,   siglung,   weeping, — straining  for  other  nerves  (the  fourth  and  sixth)  being 

evacuation  of   any  of   the  viscera  of  the  employed  to  give  this  movement,  because  it 

abdomen  or  pelvis, — it  is  certain,  and  is  es-  is  a  movement  which  must  always  be  con- 

sential  to  the  due  performance  of  each  action,  sentient  with  that  excited  in  a  dissimilar 

that  the  corresponding  portions  of  the  nerves  part,  and  therefore  through  dissimilar  nerves, 

of  the  same  pair,  on  each  side  of  the  body,  on  the  other  side  of  the  body.  And  although 

should  be  affected,  and  should  act  on  the  this  tendency  to  consentient  motion  is  much 

muscles,  exactly  alike ;  and  this  is  observed,  less  seen  in  the  nerves  of  the  same  pair  going 

even  when  the  sensation  exciting  the  move-  to  the  extremities,  yet  Miiller  justly  observes, 

ment  is  felt  only  through  one  nerve,  and  on  that  the  extreme  difficulty  always  felt  in 

one  side  of  the  body ;  as  in  the  contraction  rotating  one  arm  in  one  direction,  and  the 

of  both  popils  from  bright  light  acting  on  other  in  the  opposite  at  the  same  moment, 

one  eye,  or  in  the  simultaneous  and  succes-  must  be  ascribed  to  the  violation  implied  in 

sive  contractions  of  all  the  muscles  of  respi-  that  effort  of  this  tendency  to  consentient 

ration,  in  consequence  of  a  sensation  excited  action  in  the  corresponding  portions  of  the 

in  one  of  the  nostrils,  or  one  of  the  bronchiae.  same  pairs  of  nerves. 

3.  Another  fact  as  to  these  consentient  But  I  think  it  also  certain,  particularly 
movements  is  satisfactorily  observed  only  from  what  we  see  in  the  eye,  that  this  obser- 
in  the  eye,  but  is  no  doubt  extensively  ap-  vation  goes  but  very  little  way  in  explaining 
plicable  in  many  parts,  viz.  that  the  stimulus  the  general  phenomenon  of  consentience. 
of  this  consentient  movement  of  voluntary  The  tendency  to  consentient  action  in  the 
muscles  passes  through  the  ganglia,  and  nerves  of  the  same  pair  in  any  part  of  the 
thereby  affects  muscles  of  strictly  involuntary  extremities,  is  so  slight,  as  to  ^ow  that  the 
motion;  the  iris  being  distinctly  observed  conducting  power  at  the  origins  of  these 
to  contract  whenever  the  eyeball  is  volunta-  nerves  cannot'  be  very  strong,  and,  therefore, 
rily  and  forcibly  rolled  inwards  by  the  action  that  proximity  of  origin  can  afford  but  a 
of  the  third  nerve.  And  Miiller  relates  ex-  very  imperfect  explanation  of  the  very  strong 
periments  in  his  own  person,  distinctly  tendency  to  consentience  remarked  in  almost 
shewing  that  this  effdbt  takes  place  even  on  all  the  motions  of  the  trunk  of  the  body, 
the  pupil  of  the  right  eye,  in  consequence  of  Consciousness  informs  us  that,  although  it  is 
forcible  voluntary  exertions  made  through  very  difficult  to  act  at  the  same  moment  on 
the  third  nerve  of  the  left  eye,  and  when  t^  dissimilar  portions  of  the  same  pair  of  nerves, 
right  eyeball  is  not  moved.  yet  there  is  in  general  no  difficulty  in  re- 

I  think  it  impossible  to  doubt  that  MuUer  fndning  from  acting  at  the  same  moment  on 

is  so  far  right  in  ascribing  these  phenomena  the  corresponding  portions ;  and  in  no  case 

to  what  he  calls  "  the  conducting  power  of  any  difficulty  in  acting,  at  the  same  moment, 

the  cerebral  substance  at  the  origin  of  the  on  dissimilar  and  distant  nerves.    And  there 

nervous  fibres,  whereby  those  which  are  con-  are  facts  observed  in  the  eye,  which  have 
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quite  the  value  of  the  experimtnium  cruciit    of  anxiety  in  the  chett  of  the  new-born  ASHd, 
aa  showing  that  the  chief  cauae  q£  wmiffntiHir    hadSng  t»  kfcgakr  and  oounilrive 


movement  is.  cmr  anNnhr'  iw|^biiii  is  very  madB,  oat  •# 

dMIiiBl  fhNB  the  oonneetion  of  nenrea  at  Uci&d^  wiiidr  are  fbond  I9  mpiA 

their  Toota  or  in  their  course.     These  ftcts  to  be  eflec^nal  in  appeasing  tiMt  uneasy  feeL^ 

are,  that  while  those  corresponding  portions  ing ;  and  aldum^  I  do  not  agree  to  tfa» 

of  the  third  nerve,  which  elevate  and  depress  statement,  as  expressing  the  order  of  events 

the  eyeball,  t.  e.  those  which  go  to  the  su-  at  that  early  period  of  life,  end  can  aasifa 

perior  and  inferior  recti,  always  act  simul-  no  cause  but  instinct  for  the  original  aelec- 

taneously,  those  which  go  to  the  rectus  in-  tion  of  the  proper  nerves  and  muscles  for 

temus  and  inferior  oblique  do  not  usually  this  purpose,  yet  I  believe  that,  at  all  perioda 

act  together  in  the  two  eyes.     Agidn,  the  of  life,  it  is  the  sensation  felt  to  result  from 

fourth  and  sixth  nerves  never  act  together  on  the  action  of  inspiration  already  in  progreas* 

the  two  sides  of  the  body,  but  each  is  uni-  which  determines  the  energy  wilh  which  it 

formly  combined  in  its  movement  with  a  shall  be  performed,  the  extent  to  i^iich  it 

portion  of  the  third  on  the  other  side.     The  shall  go,  and  even  the  number  of  muscles 

reason  obviously  is,  that  the  aetuaiioiu  which  that  shall  be  excited  to  partake  in  it. 
result  from  the  action  of  the  fourth  and         And  that  this  is  the  true  account  of  the 

sixth  nerves    of   the  one  eye,   cannot  be  matter,   we  have  farther  and    satiafiustory 

identified  with  those  which  result  from  the  proof,  in  the  fact  that  in  various  cases  of 

action  of  the  nerves  of  the  same  pair  in  the  disease,  particularly  in  cases  of  empyema, 

other  eye,  and  cannot  be  separated  from  the  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  inspiratxon 

those  which  result  from  the  action  of  that  on  one  side  of  the  chest  become  ineffectual 

portion  of  the  third  pair  in  the  other  eye.  for  inflating  the  lungs,  and  for  appeasing  die 

There  is  no  other  circumstance,   but  the  sense  of  anxiety  in  the  breast;    in  wfaM 

identity  of  the  resulting  and  guiding  sensa-  case  their  nerves  are  no  longer  excited,  and 

tion,  which  can  be  pointed  out  as  existing  those  muscFes  cease  to  act ;    they  remain 

where  the  consentience  is  observed,  and  not  flaccid,  and  even,  according  to  the  obsertu- 

existing  where  it  is  not  observed.  tion  of  Dr.  Stokes,  they  graxlnally  become 

From  these  facts,  therefore,  we  learn  that  paralytic  from  inaction ;  a  phenomenon,  as 

the  main  cause  of  consentience  of  muscular  I  conceive,  almost  exactiiy  similar  to  the  loss 

movement  is  simply  identity  0/  the  guiding  of  power  in  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye- 

9en»ation$.    Whether  it  is  by  an  original  ball  in  cases  of  amaurosiB  dTecting  one  eye. 
instincti  or  by  repeated  trials  and  acquired 

experience,  that  the  acts  of  volition  are  di-         II.  Again,  another  important  application 

rected  to  the  nerves  in  each  eye,  which  so  of  the  information  acquired  by  study  of  the 

turn  the  eyeballs  as  to  keep  the  optic  axis  nerves  of  the  eyeball,  is  to  exphdn  the  use  of 

parallel,  and  so  produce  the  single  sensations,  the    plexuses    or    analogous    contrivancea, 

is  a  different  question ;  but  what  has  been  through  which  all  the  nerves,  sensitive  and 

stated  seems  to  me  quite  enough  to  show,  motor,  pass  both  to  the  upper  and  lower 

that  it  is  because  the  single  sensations  result,  extremities,  very  generally  in  the  aninul 

that  these  nerves  are  consentient.  kingdom. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  principle,  de-        In  regard  to  the  use  of  thia  very  remaricm- 

duced  from  the  movements  of  the  eyeball,  is  ble  piece  of  structure,  found  in  those  nerves, 

strictly  applicable  to  lOl  the  cases  of  con-  by  which  the  most  forcible  and  the  most 

sentient  movement  excited  by  the  nerves  of  nicely  regulated  muscular  movementa  aro 

the  same  pairs  on  the  face,  fauces,  thorax,  effected,  there  have  been  various  opiniona. 

abdomen,  and  pelvis,  in  the  different  actions  Several  authors,  among  others  Sir  Charles 

which  have  been  already  mentioned.     The  Bell,  have  supposed  it  to  be  intended  to 

movements  which  these  nerves  excite  are  facilitate  the  combinations  of  different  mus- 

always  followed  by  certoin  sensations,  gene-  cles  for  particular  actions,  proceeding  on  the 

rally  grateful,  influenced  by  the  degree  in  plausible  supposition  that,  when  the  wQl  acta 

which  the  actions  are  performed;   and  by  simultaneously  on  several  muscles,  its  influ- 

these  sensations,  the  extent  to  which  the  ence  proceeds  from  a  single  point,  and  is 

actions  are  carried,   and  the  energy  with  diffused    from    thence    to    those    difierent 

which  they  are  performed,  are  felt  to  be  muscles.  ' 

habituaUy  regulated.    These  resulting  and        "  The  principal  cause  of  the  irwgnlarity 

guidmg  sensations  are  felt  to  be  affected  and  seeming  intricacy  in  the  distribution  of 

exactly  alike  by  the  movement  which  is  ex-  nerves,   is  the  necessity  of  arranging  and 

cited  on  both  sides  of  the  body ;  and  hence  combining  a  great  many  muscles  in  the  dif- 

we  instinctively  carry  the  movement  to  the  ferent  offices.    Wherever  we  trace  nerves  of 

same  extent  in  both.  motion ;  we  find  that  before  entering  the 

It  was  a  speculation  of  Darwin,  that  the  musdea    they   interchange    branches,    and 

actions  of  inspiration  and  expiration  are  ori-  form  an  intricate  leash  of  nerves,  or  what  ia 

ginally  determined  by  the  uneasy  sensation  called  a  plexus.    This  plexus  is  nitricate  in 
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proportion  to  the  number  of  muscles  to  be  nenrous  fibrib,  is  to  lessen  thfr  danger  bj 

moved,  and  the  variety  of  eombinatiofu  into  which  accidents  or  diseases  affecting    the 

which  the  muscles  enter ;  while  the  filaments  trunks  of  the  nerves  would,  without  these 

of  nerves  which  go  to  the  skin   regularly  contrivanoeSf  have  been  attended.     Thus  let 

diverge  to  their  destination.     From  the  fin  us  suppose  that  two  nerves  are  sufficient  to 

of  a  ftdi  to  the  arm  of  a  man,  the  plexus  in-  supply  the  flexors  and  extensors  of  the  fere- 

creases  in  complexity  in  proportion  to  the  arm,  it  is  evidently  better  for  u»  tiM  fh** 

variety  or  extent  of  motions  to  be  performed  one-half  of  each  nerve  shondil  go  to  the 

by  the  extremity.      By  the  interchange  of  flexors,  and  the  otksr  half  of  etudi  to  the 

filaments,  the  combination  among  the  mus-  extensors,  thor  the  whole  of  the  first  nerve 

cles  is  formed ;  not  only  are  the  classes  of  shoold  have  gone  to  the  flexors,  and  the 

extensors  and  flexors    constituted    in    the  whole  of  the  second  to  the  extensors.     For  if 

plexus,  but  all  the  varieties  of  combinations  by  accident  or  disesse  one  of  these  nerves 

are  there  formed,  and  the  eurisos  relations  should  be  cut  across,  or  lose  its  powers,  we 

established   which  exist  between  opposing  should,   on  the  first  supposition,   preserve 

muscles,  or  rather  between  the  contractions  one-half  of  the  powers,  both  of  flexion  and 

of  one  class  and  the  relaxation  of  another."  extension,  which  would  surely.be  preferable 

In    short,    it   appears    to    be    his   idea,  to  our  possessing  fully  the  power  of  flexion 

that  a  plexus  is  necessary  to  enable  a  single  without  any  power  of  extension.    And  thus, 

effort  of  the  mind  to  throw  into  action  a  in  the  arm,  where  five  trunks  are  found, 

combination  of  muscular  contractions,  and  a  there  would  on  this  supposition,  as  to  the 

succession  of  efforts  to  excite  such  a  succes-  use  of  a  plexus,  be  only  one-fifth  of  the 

ston  of  these  combinations  as  exists  in  every  power  lost,  of  performing  any  motion,  by 

complex  movement.  division  of  any  one  of  these  nerves.''   (Obs. 

But  the  case  of  the  muscles  of  the  eyeball  p.  45.) 
seems  quite  sufficient  to  set  aside  this  opinion.  That  this  is  really  the  effect  of  this  ar- 
None  of  these  nerves  on  the  opposite  sides  of  rangement  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  injury, 
the  body  are  connected  by  plexuses,  yet  no  appears  to  be  sufficiently  established  by  the 
nerves  can  combine  their  actions  more  per-  experiments  of  Fanizza  on  frogs,  in  which 
feeUy  or  more  surely.  There  is  no  more  animals  the  plexus  suppl3nng  the  inferior  ex- 
perfect  consentience  in  the  living  body  than  tremities  is  much  less  intricate  than  in  the 
that  between  the  sixth  nerve  of  the  right  eye,  mammalia.  'Mf,"  he  says,  "  one  anterior 
and  the  inner  portion  of  the  third  of  the  left,  root  of  the  three  last  spinal  muscles  be  cut, 
and  both  are  often  exerted  in  varied  com-  the  motions  of  the  corresponding  extremity 
binations  with  many  other  nerves  and  mus-  are  as  perfect  as  if  the  motiferous  nervous 
cles ;  but  no  nerves  in  the  body  can  have  system  of  the  part  had  not  been  injured, 
less  connection,  so  far  as  anatomy  informs  Even  if  two  roots  be  divided,  although  for  a 
us,  either  at  their  origin  or  in  their  course.  moment  the  motions  are  not  so  energetic  as 

In  fact,  when  we  reflect  on  what  passes  at  first,  yet  they  are  speedily  renewed,  and 

within  us  when  we  throw  into  action  any  the  frog  springs  as  if  it  had  suffered  no  in- 

two  muscles  at  the  same  moment,  we  shall  jury.     Yet,  by  this  operation,  more  than 

see  that  when  such  a  voluntary  effort  is  made,  two-thirds  of  the  nervous  matter  which  pre- 

it  is  just  as  easy  for  us  to  excite  simulta-  sides  over  the  motion  of  the  extremity  is 

neously  the  most  widely  distant  or  the  most  destroyed ;    and  if   the  third    filament  is 

closely  contiguous  muscles ;  and  again,  when  divided,  all  motion  immediately  ceases  in  the 

we  attend  to  the  necessary  weieetion  of  so  Umb."     **  Whence,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 

many  different  and  distant  muscles,  in  any  of  appears  tiie  use  of  the  nervous  plexuses, 

the  requisite  combinations  which  are  appa-  which,   by  the  intermixture    of    the  fila- 

reatly  under  the  influence  of  sensation,  as  in  ments  of  different  roots  having  a  common 

coughing,  sneezing,  vomiting,  &c.  we  shall  function,  establish  among  them,  as  it  were, 

perceive  that,  in  the  entire  state  of  our  such  a  concentrated  force,  that  each  is  ade- 

fanlties,  any  intense  sensation  may  be  said  quate  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  function, 

to  have  at  its  conunand  all  the  muscles  of  when,  by  means  of  any  harm,  the  continuity 

the  body ;  and  although,  as  I  have  stated,  I  of  the  other  filaments  is  interrupted."  (Edin. 

believe  all  mental  acts  to  be  guided  by  sen-  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  No.  126,  p.  89.) 

sations  in  the  selections  which  they  make,  I  am  aware  of  experiments  by  Cronenbeiig 

yet  I  think  it  quite  plain  that  neither  proxi-  and  by  Miiller,  who  found  that  by  cutting 

mity  of  origin,  nor  connection  in  their  course,  one  of  the  nerves  entering  the  crural  plexus 

can  be  assigned  as  the  cause  of  any  of  these  in  the  frog,  they  could  paralyse  or  greatly 

selections.  enfeeble  certain  movements  of  a  limb,  and 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Monro  made  a  nearer  leave  others  unimpaired ;  and  of  the  elabo* 

approach  to  the  true  statement  of  the  use  of  rate  investigations  o€  Miiller  and  others  in 

a  plexus,  snd  put  it  in  a  simpler  view,  when  Germany,  which  lead  to  this  conclusion,  that 

he  said,  that   **  the  chief  intention  of  nature  every  nervous  fibril,  whether  passing  throogfa 

in  this  very  solicitous  intermixture  of  the  a  plexus  or  not,  remains  perfectiy  distinct 
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from  itt  origin  to  its  termiziatioii.      Not-  tht  reMon  to  be,  not  that  each  oomHimtion 

withfltandmg  theie  obeerratioiui,  it  It  dlt-  is  effected  by  an  impolBe  ememiting  from  a 

tincfiy  admitted  by  MuHer,  that  "  plexuaes  ringle  point,  nor  tliat  the  different  oombina- 

oonvey  to  each  mnade  of  a  limb  fibres  from  tions  are  formed  in  the  plexus,  bat  that  the 

different  parts  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord."  plena,  rendering  the  muscular  smsaiHotMi 

It  seems  to  me,  howerer,  hardly  possible  more  distinct,  and  the  acts  of  the  will  more 

to  sappose,  that  this  Tery  carefully  adjosted  eneigetic,  enablea  the  mind  to  act  on  all  the 

piece  of  stractnre  is  intended  merely  ^ss  a  muscles  Urns  supplied  with  more  power  and 

gnard  against  injury,  and  therefore  is  of  no  precision,  and  to  reeollect  and  resume  the 

use  in  any  person  or  animal  on  whom  such  action  at  any  subsequent  time  with  more 

an  ii^ury  as  the  section  of  one  of  the  nerres  certainty  and  uniformity,  and  thua  **i?ilitatfw 

of  an  extremity  has  never  been  inflicted,  combinations. 

But  if  we  advert  to  what  has  been  said  [Tb  be  continued  ] 

already  of  the  evidence  that  any  voluntary  « 

effort,  which  excites  a  muscle  to  contraction, 

extends  its  influence  over  a  comiderahle  PLURALITY  OF  CHILDREN  AT 

portion  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  and  at  BIRTH, 

the  same  time  to  the  evidence,  in  the  expe-  _ 

rimento  ^ve  quoted,  that  every  muscle  jy,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  M^ieai  GdteHe. 

supplied  from  a  plexus  has  part  of  its  motor  » 

nerves,  and  may  be  excited  to  contraction,  f,        ^^*.                  i     1.1    .           1    j.« 
from  each  of  ttie  nerves  entering  that  plexus,  Seeing  m  your  valuable  jounial  of  last 
we  can  hardly  miss  the  conclusion,  that  this  !f  ^ek  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Henry 
contrivance   not    merely   provides   against  I^avies  (whose  pupil  I  formerly  had  the 
Injury,  but  mulHplieo  the  power  which  acts  honour  of  being)  of  a  plurality  of  chU- 
on  each  of  these  muscles,  and  enables  the  dreh  at  a  birth,  I  am  inauced  to  forward 
mind  to  vary  the  degree  of  energy  which  it  you  an  account  of  two  similar  cases 
can  expend   on  eadi,  in  a  d^free  much  that  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a  me- 
greater  than  in  any  case  where  it  can  act  on  dical  gentleman  QAt.  Woods)  of  this 
a  muscle  only  from  a  single  point  of  the  town,  who  has  kindly    presented  me 
spinal  cord.  -mth  the  placenta  of  one,  and  the  par- 
Then,  if  we  remember  farther,  that,  by  ticultfs  of  both,  should  you  think  them 
mnns  of  Uie  plexus,  e^eeruitive  norve  worthy  of  an  insertion.— I  am,  sir, 
which  supphnanymuscleoftheextremities,  your  obedient  servant, 
consists  of   fibrils    commg  from  different  r»t»*«»Bo  ti«,*«  cL^^^ 
point,  of  the  oonl,  we  e^  ndly  peraeiTe  „  ^,      .  Charles  Dodd,  Surgeon, 
that,  by  thto  arnDgement,  the  lebaitions  Northunpton,  H.y  17, 1841. 

^^JUTa^I^^JL^IS^  Mre.  Manton,  «t  32,  mother  of  seven 

may  oe  more  distmct,  and  more  easily  ois-  -i.«i:i             »^*^              ^     i_>  v   j** «    i 

criminated  from  each  other,  than  those  which  <^^^\^^^^*  .^th  none  of  which  did  she 

are  excited  by  nervous  fibrils  bound  in  the  «^  ^^  ^}^^  ^^  P^J^^  of  utero-gestation, 

same  sheath  throughout  their  course,  and  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  labour  at  4  p.m.,  Nov.  20, 

origmating  beside  each  other  in  the  cokL  '?^»  having  been  pregnant  between 

Thus  the  effect  and  use  of  a  plexus  will  ^^^  ^^^  seven  months.     She  did  not 

be,  to  make  the  muscular  sensations  moie  send  for  the  medical  gentleman    till 

precise  and  distinct,  and  to  make  the  power  1  a.m.,  Nov.  21st;    and  on  his  enter- 

which  the  will  can  exert  over  the  musdes  in^  the  room,  the  nurse  said,  *'  Sir,  the 

greater,  and  capable  of  greater  increase  at  child  was  bom  with  the  pain  you  heard 

pleasure,  than  where  such  arrangement  does  as  you  came  up  stairs."     On  examina- 

not  exist ;    and  therefore,  to  increase  the  tion,  one  child,  a  male,  was  found  in 

force  and  precision  with  which  the  efforts  of  the  usual  situation ;  another,  a  female, 

volition  may  be  directed  and  insulated  on  between  the  thjghs  ;  and  the  third,  a 

the  muscles  w^h  are  tttus  supplied  with  f^^^^     against     the   abdomen:    the 

"STT  f  ^1?  ^  ^  *^*  il^^  "*?».  7^""  woman  described  them  as  all  being 
attends  to  the  subject  may  observe  that  he  v^^  «^*i,  A,^  _  •„  *i.^Ti-.  *  ** 
is  actuaUy  consci^  of  these  diffeienoes,  ^"^.^ith  one  nam:  the  placenta  was 
when  he  compares  the  effects  of  his  voluntar^  expelled  naturdlj ,  and  the  woman  re- 
exertions  in  his  extremities  with  the  motiou  covered  \nthout  a  bad  symptom.  The 
of  his  head  and  trunk.  male  child  lived  half  an  hour,  one  of 
I  think,  therefore,  that  Sir  Charles  Bell  ^^^  females  36  hours,  and  the  other  a 
was  right  in  assorting  that  the  plexus  enables  month.  The  placenta,  which  I  have 
the  acts  of  the  will  to  form  combinationa  of  i^ow  in  my  possession,  is  in  one  mass  ; 
muscnkr  motions  for  definite  ends,  in  between  two  portions  there  is  no  mem- 
greater  variety  and  with  greater  precision  branous  septum,  but  there  is  a  very  dis- 
than  they  othawise  could :  but  I  apprehend  tinct  membrane  between  these  and  the 
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third  portion.    I  injected  the  placental  whole  width  and  thickness.    In  per- 

vessels  of  each  child  with    different  forming  these  operations,  the  tongue 

coloured  wax,  and  there  is  evidently  no  is  seized  Ivith  forceps  terminating  in 

communication  between  them.  double  hooks  to  each  blade  (pinces  de 

In  the  other  case,  which  occurred  to  Museaux),  and  drawn  out  of  the  mouth, 

the  same  gentleman  about  ten  years  A  bistoury  is  then  passed  through  it  at 

since,  the  first  child  was  expielled  na-  its  thickest  prt  from  one  side  to  the 

turally,  but  the  other  two  were  footling  other,  and  its  substance  divided   bj 

presentations :  the  placenta  came  away  cutting  upwards.    The  posterior  part  is 

m  the  usu^  time,  and  was  also  in  one  immediately  seized  with  forceps,  and 

mass,  but  it  was  not  injected.    Here,  held  by  an  assihtant,  while  the  operator 

however,    there    were    three    distinct  passes  through  it  from  behind  forwards 

membranes :  the  woman  did  well,  but  three  short  curved  needles,  armed  with 

the  children  all  died  in  a  few  days.  strong  ligatures,  which  are  carried  to 

^®  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  brought 

~~  out  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  anterior 

ON  STAMMERING,  portion,  when  they  are  tied  together 

AND  TBB  METHODS  PBOPos.D  FOR  ITS  ^^  approximate  thc  cut  surfaces.    The 

BBMOTAL.  second  operation  is  performed   in   a 

similar  manner,  with    the   exception 

Br  EowiN  Lib,  Eso.  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  dor- 

[Continned  from  p.  86S.]  sum  of  the  tongue  is  not  cut  through. 

[Fbr  the  Medical  Gazette,]  \^^^  ^f  ^  V^^%^  <>/  ^^^  ^"g"®  ." 
cut  through,  somewhat  resembung  in 

shane  a  slice  of  melon,  and  the  ligatures 

I  NOW  proceed  to.  the  consideration  of  applied  as  in  the  first  method.    This 

the  operations  which  have  been  per-  last  operation  has  entirelv  superseded 

formed  for  the  cure  of  stammering,  the  otners,  which  were  only  performed 

and  of  their  respective  applicability  to  at  the  outset. 

particular  cases.  The  first  operation  was  performed  in 

The  first  oneration  for  stammeriiig  four  cases ;   in  one,  where  there  was 

wasperformedDy Professor Diefiienbach,  a  paralytic  state  of  the  tongue,  it  was 

of  Berlin,  in  January  last,  who,  in  a  unsuccess&il ;  in  the  other  three  it  was 

letter  addressed  to  the  French  Institute,'  attended  with  success.     The  patient 

thus  states  the  manner  in  which  he  first  operated  upon  was  a  boy  whose 

contemplated  the  removal  of  the  com-  stammer  was  very  bad,  and  who  had 

I^int  might  be  effected : — **  As  I  con-  been  considered  to  be  incurable.    He 

ceived  that  the  disorder  in   the  roe-  experienced  more  especially  a  difficulty 

chanism  of  speech  produced  by  stam-  upon  the  gutturals^,  k,ch, z,  and  other 

mering  was.  referrible.  to  a   dynamic  consonants.     At  times  he  could  not 

cause,  which  I  considered  to  depend  speak;  and  the  presence  of  stran^rs 

upon  a  spasmiodic  state  of  the   air-  always  produced  considerable  agitation. 

passages,   especially   of    the    glottis.  The  tongue  was  rigid  to  the  feel ;  and 

which  was  communicated  to  the  tongue,  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  face 

muscles  of  the  fkce,  and  even  of  the  and  neck  was  considerable.     On  at- 

neck,  I  was  led  to  think  that  by  inter-  tempting  to  speak,  the  first  word  always 

mpting  the  innervation  in  the  muscular  caused    the  greatest    diflUculty :    after 

oigans  which  participate  in  this  abnor-  this  was  overcome   he  ^  could   speak 

mal  state,  I  should  succeed  in  modifying  easier,  and  the  words  issued  out  in 

or  preventing  it  altogether."    Accord-  quick  succession,  till,  on  his  becoming 

ingly  he  proposed  tne  transverse  sec-,  confused,  the  stammer  returned.    There 

lion  of  the  muscles  of  the  tongue  by  was  a  good  deal  of  heemorrhage  during 

three  different  methods  ;    first,  trans-  the  operation ;   but  it  ceased  after  the 

verse  horizontal  section  of  the  root  of  ligatures  were  tied.     The  stammering 

the  tongue ;  second,  transverse  subcu-  was  removed,  but  the  contractions  of 

taneous   section   of  the  root   of  the  the  face  continued  when  he  spoke. 

tongue,  or  section  of  the  muscles  with-  Considerable  swelling  of  the  tongue, 

oat  division  of  the  mucous  membrane ;  and  fever,  superveneo,  which,  however, 

and,  thiidf  the  horizontal  section  of  the  subsided,  and  on  the  seventh  day  from 

root  of  the  tongue,  with  the  excision  of  the  operation  no  remains  of  stam  mer- 

a  triangular  portion    throughout   its  ing  were  perceptible;  the  convulsive 

704,— XXVIII.  2  C 


386  MR.  LEE  ON  STAMMERING. 

moTements  of  the  face  and  lips  had  M.  Baadens  and  others  likewise  opc- 
disappeared ;  his  pronunciation  was  rated  with  success  in  many  cases, 
easy;  the  presence  of  stran^rs  or  M.Phillips' operation  is  as  follows: — 
mental  emotion  did  not  occasion  any  The  patient  seated  on  a  chair,  his  head 
recurrence  of  the  stammer.  In  the  resting  on  the  hreast  of  an  assistant, 
case  where  the  second  method  of  ope-  the  operator  seizes  the  irenum  with  a 
rating  was  adopted,  on  the  introduction  small' hook  near  its  angle  of  reflexioa 
of  the  bistoury  the  blood  gushed  out  with  the  tongue.  Anouier  hook  is  in* 
with  violence  on  both  sides,  and  the  serted  a  Uttle  lower  down,  and  an  inci- 
tongue  became  very  considerably  swol-  sion  with  scissors  made  between  the 
len  from  the  extravasation  of  blood,  two,  and  the  membrane  divided  to 
The  third  operation  was  performed  on  some  extent  on  either  side ;  a  sharp- 
a  boy,  set.  1 6,  who  had  great  difficulty  pointed  curved  bistoury  is  then  intro- 
in  pronouncing  words  beginning  with  duced,  and,  carried  from  one  side  of  the 
certain  consonants,  and  alsooccasionall^  symphysis  of  the  jaw  to  the  other, 
upon  the  vowels,  attended  with  consi-  divioingthe  attachments  of  the  muscles, 
derable  spasmodic  action  of  the  mus-  The  bleeding  is  sometimes  abundant, 
cles.  When  with  his  brother  and  but  is  salutary.  A  piece  of  sponce 
sister  he  covdd  frequently  speak  very  dipped  in  vinegar  is  placed  in  the 
well ;  but  the  least  agitation,  or  the  wound  to  arrest  the  bleeding, 
presence  of  strangers,  caused  a  recur-  M.  Baudens  plunges  a  pair  of  finely- 
rence  of  the  stammering.  A  slice  of  pointed  scissors,  curved  almost  to  an 
the  tongue  was  cut  out,  and  a  good  acute  angle,  with  their  blades  mode- 
deal  of  bleeding  ensued.  The  stammer  rately  separated,  beneath  the  tongue, 
was,  however,  removed,  and,  on  the  immediately  behind  the  symphysis  of 
eighth  day,  the  cure  was  complete.  the  jaw,  and  with  one  cut  divides  the 
The  Paris  papers  having  mentioned  attachment  of  the  genio-glossi  mnscks. 
that  a  letter  had  been  received,  on  There  is  generallv  little  bleeding,  as 
the  9th  of  February,  from  Professor  the  incision  is  made  close  to  the  bone. 
DiefTenbach,  stating  that  he  had  operated  A  piece  of  sponge  soaked  in  vinegar  is 
successfully  upon  the  muscles  of  the  put  into  the  wound,  and  retained  for 
tongue  for  stammering,  though  the  two  or  three  days,  which  practice  has, 
nature  of  the  operation  was  not  men-  in  some  instances,  given  rise  to  inflam- 
tioned,  several  surgeons  began  to  ope-  mation  and  suppuration.  M.  Baudens 
rate.  M.  Phillips  first  penormed  the  likewise  divides  the  genio-hvoidet  in 
operation  of  dividing  the  genio-^lossi  those  cases  where  the  muscles  of  the 
muscles  below  the  tongue  in  private,  neck  and  throat  are  implicated  in  the 
and  sent  a  sealed  packet  to  the  Acade-  spasmodic  actiofi.  One  of  the  wont 
mie  des  Sciences  descriptive  of  the  cases  of  M.  Baudens  was  that  of  Vin- 
method  he  had  adopted,  and  the  result,  cent  Zousset,  a  baker  {baulanffer)  who 
I  saw  the  patient  at  his  house,  a  few  was  unable  to  articulate  his  name  or 
days  afterwards :  he  could  speak  and  profession.  Immediately  after  the  ope« 
read  with  considerable  fecility.  M.  ration  he  could  pronounce  these  words 
Velpeau,  however,  first  operated  in  with  great  facility, 
public,  after  describing  the  operation,  M.  Amussat  divides  his  operation 
on  the  14th  February.  M.  Amussat,  into  two  periods  or  parts.  The  mouth 
who  had  directed  his  attention  to  the  being  opened  wide,  and  the  tongue 
subject  (before  notice  of  DiefTenbach's  turned  back,  the  mucous  membrane 
operation  had  arrived)  in  consequence  of  the  lower  part  of  the  frenum 
01  a  patient  stammering  who  presented  between  the  Wlufftonian  ducts  is  cat 
himself  to  have  the  operation  for  squint-  with  small  scissors,  and  the  incision  is 
ing  performed  (whicti  was  likewise  the  extended  on  either  side,  the  Umgae 
case  with  Professor  Diefienbach),  after  being  at  the  same  time  drawn  outwards, 
having  examined  the  muscles  be-  so  as  to  expose  the  genio-fflossi  mnseks, 
neath  the  tongue  in  this  patient,  which  are  then  divided  with  lam 
stated  to  several  persons  present  his  scissors  curved  on  the  flat.  ''  At  the 
opinion  that  their  division  would  be  point,"  says  M.  Amussat,  "  where  I 
likely  to  relieve  the  stammer.  He  sub-  practise  the  section  of  the  genio-glossi 
sequently  performed  the  operation  on  muscles,  there  is  less  dimcidty  and 
several  patients,  some  of  whom  were  danger  than  at  any  other.  You  act  on 
presented  to  the  Acad^miedeM^decine.  a  double  fibrous  Mnd  (fcfueetnO  or  on 
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the  suminit   of  the   triangle,  whilst  cases,  the  complaint  increases  at  this 

higher  up,  as  is  well  known,  the  mus-  period  of  life.    In  Victoire's  case  the 

cles  spread  out  in  a  fan-like  form,  and  division  of  the  membrane  was  sufficient 

are  surroanded  by  vessels  and  nerves."  to  cure  her.    Two  months  afterwards 

In  some  individuals  it  is  found  that  there  had  been  no  relapse. 

the  mere  section  of  the  firenum  and  An  operation  of  a  different  kind  was 

sublingual  membrane  on  either  side  of  performed  by  M.  Velpeau  a  few  davs 

the  roof  of  the  mouth  is  sufficient  to  before  I  left  Paris.    In  this  patient  tne 

remedy  the  infirmity.    Thus,  out  of  tonc^ue  was  larger  than  natural.    He 

•fifty-five  persons  wno  were  operated  could  touch  the  lower  part  of  his  nose 

upon,  eighteen  were  relieved  in  this  and  chin.    A  small  triangular  portion 

manner.    There  is  not  in  general  much  was  cut  out  of  the  apex  m  the  tongue, 

bleeding,  and  in  none  of  the  above  without  dividing  the  mucous  membrane 

cases  has  it   occasioned   uneasiness;  beneath.    The  edges  of  the  wound  were 

when  more  than  usually  abundant,  it  is  brought  together  with  points  of  suture, 

stopped  by  iced  water  and  small  lumps  This  was  attended  with  some  deme  of 

of  ice  beneath  the  tongue.  amelioration  at  the  time ;  but  1  hear 

One  of  the  first  patients  operated  that  as  the  wound  healed  the  stammer- 
on  was  Alexis  Beyeuval,  a  man,  let.  ing  returned,  though  not  so  bad  as 
48,  who  had  stammered  from  his  child-  before. 

hood,  and  had  had  the  frenum  divided  Another  method  which  I  saw  de- 

at  two  different  periods  without  any  scribed  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Gazette 

advanta^.    The  stammer  was  of  the  des  H6pitaux  has  lately  been  tried,  as 

worst  kind.    The  movements  of  the  it  would  appear  with  success,  by  the 

tongue  were  very  limited.      It   was  same  eminent  surs^eon.     The  patient 

turned  towards  the  right  side,  and  the  was  a  young  man  from  whom  scarcely 

patient  could  not  protrude  it  over  the  a  word  could  be  obtained,  insomucn 

upper  lip     After  the  division  of  the  that  he  would  have  been  considered 

fienum  and  the  sublingual  membrane  dumb,  were  it  not  that  the  movements 

on  either  side,  he  could  speak  some  of  the  lips,  and  the  violent  efforts  which 

words  plainer  than  before,  but  experi-  he  made  to  articulate,  indicated  his  actual 

enced  great  difficulty  upon  others.    The  condition.     The  tongue  in  this  case 

genio-giossi  muscles  were  then  divided,  was  also  very  long,  and  he  could  touch 

which  was  followed  by  considerable  with  it  the  lower  part  of  his  nose.    Pre- 

amelioration,  though  the  stammer  was  vious  to  operating,  M.  Velpeau  tried 

not  altogether  removed.     Some  mus-  the  experiment  of  raising  tne  tongue 

cular  fibres  which  were  felt  to  be  still  with  a  pair  of  ordinary  rorceps,  wnen 

attached  to  the  bone  were  cut  through,  the  patient  was  able  to  pronounce  some 

and  pronunciation  became  free    and  words ;  from  which  it  was  anticipated 

«asy,  with  scarcely  any  remains  of  the  the  operation  would  be  attended  with 

stammering.     The   d!eviation   of  the  success.    The  operator  then  drew  the 

tongue  .was  likewise  rectified.     Two  tongue  out  of  the  mouth  with  his  left 

months  afterwards  (18Ui  April)  there  hand,  furnished  with  a  piece  of  linen 

had  been  no  relapse  i  the  paaent  spoke  rag,  and  with  the  right  passed  trans- 

as  well  as  immemately  after  the  opera-  versely  through  its  substance,  at  the 

tion.  junction  of  the  posterior  and  middle 

Victoire  Courgeot,  let.  16,  has  stam-  thirds,  a  needle  armed  with  four  li^ 
mered  since  her  childhood ;  her  elder  tures.  Two  of  the  ligatures  were  tied 
sister  likewise  stammered  till  she  at-  as  far  back  as  possible;  the  other  two 
tained  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  it  were  tied  anteriorly,  thus  circumscrib- 
cnsed.  The  father  of  these  girls  was  ing  a  portion  of  the  tongue,  which, 
a  stammerer,  which  strongly  corrobo-  after  it  nad  sloughed  away,  would  en- 
rates  the  opinion  I  have  already  ad-  tail  a  similar  loss  of  substance  as  in 
yaneed;  vis.  that  the  majority  of  cases  Dieffenbach's  operation.  The  patient 
of  stammeriuff  in  females  w^ould  be  did  not  appear  to  suffer  much,  and,  im- 
fonnd  to  arise  from  imitation.  ~  We  see,  mediately  after  the  operation,  was  able 
in  this  instance,  that  the  sister,  when  to  pronounce  some  words  distinctiy. 
approaching  to  puberty,  being  probably  He  would  not  remain  in  the  hospitiu, 
less  under  the  control  of  her  father,  but  promised  to  return  every  second 
and  associating  less  with  him,  lost  her  day.  During  the  first  four  days  the 
^              whereas,  in  the  minority  of  sixe  of  the  tongue  was  considerably 
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enlarged,  and  the  neighbouring  parts  though  I  should  think  it  depended  on 

were  swollen,  but  no  serious  accident  the  ^imer  being  more  strictly  cases  of 

ensued :  a  few  leeches,  with  the  use  of  nervous  stammer  than  the  latter,  aod 

gargles,    sufficed  to   allay  the  above  that  the  operation  would  not  be  bo 

svmptoms.    A  week  after  the  operation  likely  to  be  permanently  successful, 
there  was  only  some  slight  inconve-        The  following  cases  will  serve  to  illos- 

nience  felt  in  the  throat.    The  stammer  trate  the  two  varieties  of  stammering, 
was  in  great  part  removed,  so  that  he        Purely  nervous  stammer. — A    young 

could  speak  with  tolerable  facility.  man  who  has  stammered  since  his  child- 

About  the  same  time  M.  Yelpeau  hood,  states  himself  to  be  very  nervous, 

tied  the  temporal  and  facial  arteries  When  alone,  or  when  with   persona 

on  a  man,  eet.  36,  affected  with  epilepsy  with  whom  he  is  very  intimate,  ne  can 

during  the  last  seven  years.    Tne-dis-  talk  very  w^ell,  but  almost  always  stam- 

ease  was  first  induced  by  a  fright,  and  mers  before  strangers;  sometimes  more 

the  attacks  had  continued  eight  or  ten  than  at  others;  especially  if  he  thinks 

times  a  month ;  but  within  the  last  the  infirmity  is  remarked,  or  if  he  be 

three  months  he  had  attacks  almost  questioned  respecting  it  The  stammer 

daily.    The  temporal  arteries  were  first  is  not,  however,  very  bad.    There  is  no 

tied :    the  patient  had  only  a  slight  particular  tension  of  the  muscles  of  the 

attack  on  the  same  day,  and  the  lol-*  tongue,  which  can  be  turned  upwards 

lowing  day  passed  without  any.      On  towards  the  nose,  nor  is  there   any 

the  5tn  of  April  the  external  maxillary  thing  anormal  perceptible  about  the 

arteries  were  tied  at  the  point  where  mouth  or  throat    He  has  two  cousins 

they  pass  over  the  jaws,  and  the  at-  similarly  affected, 
tacks  did  not  recur.  Physical  stammer, — This  man  always 

The  operation  on  the  genio-glossi,  experiences  difficult]^  in  pronouncing 
as  performed  by  Mr.  Lucas,  does  not  certain  words,  especially  those  begin- 
difier  materially  from  the  other  methods  ning  with  a  q  or  n,  as  quatorte^  navetj 
which  have  been  already  mentioned,  considerable  spasmodic  action  "of  the 
except  that  a  portion  of  the  muscle  is  muscles  of  the  face  and  lips  being  in- 
removed;  but  a  different  mode  of  di-  duced  by  the  attempts  to  articulate 
viding  these  muscles,  viz.  the  sub-  these  or  other  words  upon  which  the 
cutaneous,  has  more  recently  been  difliculty  exists.  He  has  as  much  diffi- 
practised  by  M.  Bonnet,  of  Lyons.    A  culty  when  alone  as  when  in  company 

gunctnre  is  made  in  the  skin,  a  few  or  before  strangers:   cannot  protrude 

nes  behind  the  symphysis  of  the  jaw :  the  tongue  far,  or  turn  it  upwards  over 

a  blunt- pointed  tenotome  is  then  intro-  the  lip.    After  the  division  of  the  sub- 

duced,  with   its    sharp    edge    turned  lingual  membrane,  and  cellular  texture 

towards  the  bone,  and  passed  upwards  on  the  floor  of  the  mouth,  he  was  able 

till   its    point   is    felt  by  the  finger  to  protrude  the  tongue,  and  could  speak 

through  tne  mucous  membrane  beneath  the  above  and  other  words  with  facilihr. 
the  tongue.    The  attachments  of  the        Mr.  Yearsley's  operation  consists  in 

muscles  are  then  divided  right  and  left ;  the  excision  of  the  entire  uvula,  and 

the  cutting  edge  of  the  tenotome  being  also  of  the  tonsils,  when  these  bodies 

kept  close  to  the  bone,  and  acting  only  are  enlarged  or  diseased.    The  part  to 

on  the  superior  part  of  its  concavity,  be  removed  is  seized  with  an  Assalini's 

the  genio-^lossi  are  alone  cut,  and  the  tenaculum,  and  cut  off,  scissors  being 

fenio-hyoidei  avoided.    Scarcely  any  employed  for  the  uvula,  and  a  knife  for 

leeding  ensued.    M.  Bonnet  had  per-  the  tonsils,  which,  being   frequently 

formed  this  operation  in  five  cases :  the  hardened,  present  considerable  resist- 

two  last  patients,  though    labourins^  ance,  and  could  not,  in  all  probability, 

under  a  bsui  form  of  stammering,  and  be  cut  through  by  the  new  instrument, 

who  even  stammered  in  reciting  verses,  or  guillotine  as  it  has  been  termed, 

were  immediately  relieved  without  pre-  recently  invented  for  this  puipose,  on 

serving  the  least  trace  of  their  infirmity,  the  supposition  of  the  likelinood  of 

On  the  other  three  patients  the  relief  hemorrhage  firom  this  operation;  which 

was. not  so  decided,  though  a  consider-  occurrence,  though  it  might  happen 

able  dej^ree  of  amelioration  resulted;  when  the  tonsils  are  enlarged  and  soft, 

which  circumstance  M.  Bonnet  ascribed  is  not  likelv  to  take  place,  and  I  believe 

to  the  mode  of  operating  not  being  so  never  has  nappened,  when  they  are  in- 

peifect  in  the  first  cases  as  in  the  last;  durated.  The  extirpation  of  these  parts 
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it  attended  with  scarcely  any  pain  in  his  attention  be  diverted,  can  speak  it 

most  instances,  and  the  pain  from  the  very  well. 

excision  of  the  uvala   is   but  slight.  Snelling,  a  young  man  who  was  in 

Nor  has  any  particular  inconvenience,  the  room  when  the  boy  Wright  under- 
as  far  as  I  know,  attended  the  loss  of    went  the  operation,  on  seein?  its  effect, 

this  part ;  though  it  is  said  that  sin^rs  and  that  the  bov  spoke  wimout  diffi- 

and  others,  who  nave  had  this  operation  culty,  was  lUiewise  able  to  speak  with- 

performed,  were  more  liable  to  sore-  out  stammering.    At  my  suggestion  he 

throat  and  coughs.  Mr.  Yearsley,  how-  was  sent  back  to  wait  a  little,  and  on 

ever,  states  that  this  is  not  the  case  returning  into  the  room,  at  the  expira- 

when  the  entire  uvula  is  removed ;  but  tion  of  about  an  hour,  stammered  a 

that  when  only  a  portion  of  it  is  snipped  good  deal  while  being  questioned  Te« 

off  the  pain  is  much  greater,  and  sub-  specting  it.  There  was  a  warty  excres- 

sequent  irritation  is  not  uncommon,  cence  on  the  left  tonsil:  while  he  was 

wmch  may  be  very  easily  conceived,  asked  about  its  origin  he  spoke  fluently. 

In  some  cases,  when  the  palatine  arch  and  without  the  least  stammer.    This 

descends   lower    than   natural,   it   is  was  also  the   case  when   questioned 

snipped  on  either  side  previous  to  the  about  other  thines  which  diverted  his 

removal  of  the  uvula.  attention  from  tne  complaint    After 

One  of  the  most  successful  cases  of  the  wart  was  removed  he  thought  he 

this  operation  which  has  fallen  under  spoke  better,  but  stUl  stammered.  After 

mv  oDservation    is    that    of  Crawley  removal  of  the  uvula  he  spoke  better, 

(the  seventh  case  in  Mr.  Yearsley's  and  on  reading  experienced  every  now 

pamphlet),  who  was  affected  with  one  and  then  some  difficulty, 

of  the  worst  kinds  of  stammer;    in  A  boy,  who  had  more  especially  a 

whom  the  tonsils  and  uvula  were  en-  difficulty  on  letters  beginning  witn  p 

larked,  and  who    derived    immediate  and  1,  experienced   consider^le  hesi- 

rekef,  which    has    continued    to    the  tation  when  told  to  sa^  love-child  or 

present  time   (two  months  from  the  loUypop;  but  after  a  full  inspiration 

operation).    He  can  now  speak  with  he  could  pronounce  these  words  tolera- 

facjlity,  and  without  stammering.  bly  well  during  the  act  of  expiration. 

In  the  boy  Wright   the   stanuner  After  the  removal   of  the   uvula  he 

came  on  when  he  was  between 'three  could  articulate  them  with  facility,  and 

and  four  years   of  age :    there  were  without  drawing  in  his  breath, 

occasionally  remissions  of  a  few  weeks  A  young  M>oman^  whose  umUa  was  re- 

at  a  time ;  and  as.  he  had  not  stam-  mooed  without  any  perceptible   adoan- 

mered  for  a  lone  time,  his  mother  sup-  tage. — The  muscles  beneath  the  tongue 

posed  that  he  nad  got  rid  of  it  alto-  were  a  good  deal  developed,  and  this 

f  ether.    Three  months  ago,  however,  organ  appeared  to  be  limited  in  its 

is  father  died,  which  occasioned  a  movements.  She  is  not  free  from  stam- 

recurrence  of  the  stammer.    Nothing  mer  even  when  alone,  but  is  always 

anonnal    was   perceptible    about   the  much  worse  when  with  strangers, 

month  or  throat.    On  the  uvula  being  A  man^  in  whom  the  palate  had  been 

removed  he  immediately  spoke  freely,  extensively  divided  by  another  surgeon 

and  without  im{)ediment.    1  am  unable  without  any  advantage  resulting, — The 

to  say  whether,  in  this  case,  the  relief  uvula  was  excised  by  Mr.  Yearsley, 

was  permanent.  but  did  not  produce  any  amelioration 

A  man,   st.    40,    sailmaker,  when  at  the  time, 

alone  speaks  "as  well  as  any  body;"  Henry  Qee,  a  bad  stammerer. — The 

and  when  with  his  comrades  does  not  palate  was  divided  on  one  side,  after 

stammer  so  much  as  when  with  stran-  which  he  spoke  better.    Desired  to  re> 

g^rs,  when  the  inconvenience  is  some-  turn  in  a  week.    At  the  expiration  of 

times  very  great    Does  not  stammer  this  period  he  still  stammered,  though 

when  he  speaks  in  a  singing  voice,  not  so  badly  as  before.    His  mother 

The  uvula  was  removed,  but  ne  still  saj^  that  he  spoke  better  the  two  days 

stammered,  though  not  so   much  as  succeeding  the  operation  than  the  three 

before.  subsequent  days.    After  the  uvula  was 

A  man  named  Partridge  has  a  diffi-  removed,  he  was  able  to  articulate  much 

culty,  especially  upon  the  p's,  and  can  easier  than  before, 

scarcely  articulate  his  own  name;  but  Wiikinson  {mentioned  in  Mr,  Yearsley^s 

if  he  says  it  without  forethought,  or  if  pampkkt),  a  man  in  whom  the  tongue  wa$ 
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qf  large  siee, — Uvula  removed  without  ture.    The  child  was  a  male,  of  average 

any  advantage.  size,  and  the  presentation  was  natural. 

Henry  Smithy  a  bov  who  stammered. —  I  believe  the  cases  on  record  of  a 
The  tonsils  were  enlarged.  After  their  similar  nature  are  rare ;  perhaps  they 
excision  was  able  to  speak  without  would  be  less  so  if  medical  men  made 
much  difficulty.  The  uimla  .was  next  a  point  of  opening  the  bodies  of  all 
removed,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  he  stiU-bom  children.  The  examination 
spoke  any  better  than  after  the  opera-  in  the  present  instance  was  very  satia- 
tion on  the  tonsils.  factory  to  the  parents  as  well  as  myself. 

The  above  are  a  few  of  the  cases  of  I  am,  sir, 

which  I  made  a  memorandum,  and  to  Your  obedient  servant, 

which  I  shall  have  to  allude.    It  now  W.  F.  Morgan, 

remains  ^at  I  should  endeavour  to  SuixeontotheBrirtolInfiiiMry. 

explain  in  what  manner  these  various  "i  *^  ^^^li??****'' 

methods  and  operations  were  successful     May  is,  isii. 

in  removing  stammering,  and  the  causes  '                ~ 

of  their  fauure  in  some  instances ;  and  A  CASE 

to  what  cases  the  one  or  the  other  are  or 

more  particularly  applicable.  POISONING  BY  OPIUM, 

[To  be  continued.]  in  which  blsctricitt  was   xmplotsd 


, -  WITH   817CCBSS.    - 

CONGENITAL  APERTURE  IN  By  John  Erichsbn,  Esq., 

DIAPHRAGM.  '«™"*y  "'"^^^'IKStS.  ^"^^^^  ^^""^ 

M  .»    « j.^       ^Ai.    «^  J.    t  ry      4*                       (^P*^  *he  Medical  Gazette,) 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medtcal  Gazette.  

Sia,  Case.  ~  Sarah  Mitchell,  statis  22, 
A  FEW  days  affo  a  case  of  congenital  was  brought  to  University  College  Hoa- 
diaphragmatic  nemia  occurred  to  me,  a  pital  about  2  p.m.  on  the  6th  of  August, 
brief  account  of  which  may  not  be  un-  1840,  labouring  under  the  ordinary 
interesting  to  your  readers.  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  opium.  The 
A  lady,  thirty  years  of  age,  was  con-  friends  accompanying  her  said  tfiat 
fined  with  her  second  child  at  the  full  they  knew  but  htde  concerning  the 
period  of  gestation,  after  a  short  and  particulars  of  the  transaction  *,  that  she 
easy  labour.  The  respiration  of  the  was  a  married  woman,  and  appeared  to 
infant  was  very  imperfect,  and  it  died  live  on  good  terms  with  her  husband ; 
an  hour  after  its  oirth.  As  nothing  that  on  visiting  her  rooms  about  two 
existed  in  the  circumstances  of  the  la-  hours  ago,  they  found  her  in  a  very 
hour  to  account  for  this  result,  I  ex-  ''  stupid'"  state,  and  scarcely  able  to 
pected  some  malformation  or  disease  in  answer  any  question  put  to  her:  she 
the  chest,  and  requested  permission  to  however  informed  them,  that  having 
examine  the  bod^.  There  was  found  procured  laudanum  at  diflferent  shops 
a  large  opening  in  the  central  tendon  to  the  amount  of  an  ounce,  on  the  plea 
of  the  diaphragm  (from  arrest  of  deve-  of  its  being  required  as  an  application 
lopment)  through,  which  the  whole  of  to  an  aching  tooth,  she  had  swallowed 
the  small  intestines,  and  a  considerable  it  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  her 
pNortion  of  the  liver,  had  passed  into  the  existence,  and  that  she  was  ^en  la- 
right  side  of  the  chest,  occupying  the  bourin^  under  the  eflfects  of  the  poison, 
greater  part  of  that  cavity,  and  uncon-  A  medical  man  who  was  called  m  gave 
nned  by  adhesions,  so  that  the  whole  her  an  emetic,  which  induced  vomiting, 
could  be  withdrawn  through  the  same  and  advised  her  being  sent  to  a  hoa- 
opening.  The  right  lung  was  a  mere  pital,  which  was  accormngly  done- 
vestige,  and  lay  close  arainst  the  spine,  On  admission,  four  hours  after  taking 
in  texture  resembling  the  camified  lung  the  poison,  she  was  perfectly  insensible ; 
in  empyema.  The  left  lune  was  veiy  her  countenance  was  flushed,  or  rather 
small  also,  but  permeated  by  air  had  a  blotched  appearance ;  the  surface 
throu^out,  which  rendered  every  por-  of  the  body  and  the  hands  were  cold 
tion  of  it  buoyant,  even  after  forcible  and  clammy;  her  eyes  were  closed,  and 
compression.  The  heart  and  primitive  the  pupils  were  firmly  contracted;  her 
vessels  were  of  normal  size  and  struc*  limbs  were  flaccid;  she  was  not  able  to 
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walk,  and  answered  no  questions^  even  nistration  of  the  coffee,  and  by  shaking 
when  piit  in  the  loudest  voice;  her  her  occasionally.  Towards  the  evening 
pulse  was  slow  and  small,  and  her  she  became  quite  sensible,  cried  fre- 
Dreathing  less  frequent  than  natural,  quently,  and  deplored  her  present  con- 
but  without  any  stertor.  dition. 
I  immediately  introduced  the  stomach-  7th. — Has  passed  a  good  night ;  com- 

Sunq),  and  drew  off  a  small  quantity  of  plains  of  some  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 

uid  impregnated  with  the  odour  of  stomach,  but  has  not  vomited.    Has  a 

opium,and  then  washed  out  her  stomach  nervous  trempr  about  her.    Pupils  not 

with  warm  water,  until  it  came  away  so  much  contracted,  but  as  vet  not 

quite  clear.    In  order  to  rouse  her,  hot  fully  dilated.      She    feels    cold    and 

strong  coffee,  with   brandy  and  am-  weak ;    pulse   sharp,  but    not    quick, 

monia,  was  given ;  and  large  quantities  Her  bowels  have  been  opened  by  a  dose 

of  cold  water  were  repeatemy  and  forci-  of  castor  oil.    Dr.  Thomson  saw  her  in 

bly  dashed  in  her  face.    She  was  also,  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  and  ordered 

without  intermission,  dragged  about  a  a  saline  draught  every  foiur  hours, 

cool  room  between  two  men;  and  was  8th. — Much  the  same  as  yesterday; 

occasionally  rather  roughly  shaken  and  bowels  confined. 

slapped  on  the  back :  dolichos  pruriens  Infuaon  of  Senna  with  Salines  ordered, 

was  applied  to  her  hands  and  feet.  ,-,.        ^       ,  .         ^                   . 

The  cold  affusion  roused  her  for  a  ,    1 0th.  — Complains  of  pain  in    the 

time,  to  a  certain  degree,  but  she  almost  '^»ar  region ;    the  nervous    tremor 

immediately  relapsed  into  her  drowsy  exists  to  a  great  degree;  pulse  is  quick 

condition:  none  of  the  other  means  ?°^  irntable;    bowels  confined;   she 

tiiat  were  employed  had  any  effect  upon  ^S^  "«^  P^  any  water  since  yesterday 

jjgy                ^    '  afternoon ;  there  is  great  tenderness  on 

About  three  hours  were  spent  in  this  Pressure    at    the    epigastrium.       Dr. 

way,  when,  instead  of  getting  better,  1  homson  ordered 

she  appeared  to  become  more  comatose,  0.  C.  Lumbia  ad  ^xij. 

and  it  was  only  with  very  great  diffi-  9>Pil.  Hydrarg. ;  Ext.  Aconiti  aa.  gr.j. ; 

culty  indeed  that  she  cbuld  be  roused  E*'-  Gentian,  gr.  Uj. ;  Ft.  PUula  6ta 

2l  ^ll                                                    -*  qq.  hork  Sumenda. 

Being   fearful   of  losing  her,  and  *J*f°^  ^L^^'l  '^v^''*^ 

thinking  that  a  stronger  stfmidus  than  ^      ^^ll  ^'"  ..CampW,  Jg.  j 

any  that  had  as  yet  b^n  employed  was  Sumrt^4tamp«tem  inter  unguU.  doae. 

required  to  overcome  the  state  of  torpor  ^             ' 

in  which  she  was,  I  determined  upon  12th.--Ha8  much  pain  in   making 

trying  the  effect  of  electricity.    For  ^^ter,  which  is- scanty ;  she  still  com- 

this  purpose  a  rather  powerful  electro-  plains  of  some  ^n  in  the  loins,  which 

magnetic  apparatus  Uiat  was  in  the  ^^^s,  however,  been  relieved   by  the 

hoSital  was  Mt  in  action;  one  of  the  cupping;    pulse  very  tremulous,  and 

cylinders,  which  was  attached  to  the  ^"^ck ;  general  tremor  over  the  body : 

conducting  wires,  being  applied  to  the  ^  ^^^  symptoms  of  poisoning  have 

forehead,  and  the  other  to  the  upper  disappeared,  and  she  is  now  labouring 

part  of  the  spine.    After  a  few  shocks  ^^der  hysteria  produced^  bv  great  agi- 

had  in  this  way  been  passed  through  ^^^^.  9^  °^°d.    Surface  clammy  and 

the  head,  she  began  torecover  from  perspmng;  does  not  sleep  weU;  bowels 

the  state  of  coma  in  which  she  had  somewhat  confined, 

previously    been,   and    attempted    to  C.  C.  Lnmbis  ad  Jxij. 

remove    the   wires    with    her    hands,  p.  Pil.  Hydr. gr.  v.;  Ext.  Conii,  gr.  iij.; 

begging  that  the  shocks  might  be  dis-  P'-  ^^^  s     qnamprimum   lamenda} 

continued,    as   they    gaveher    pain.  Hauatua  Niger  hori  unA  post  pilulam. 

They  were,  however,  persevered  in  for  14th. — Patient  is  very  much  better, 

about  twenty  minutes,  or  half  an  hour,  She  has  entirely  recovered  from  the 

when  she  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  effects  of  the  poison,  and  has  nearly 

be  able  to  answer  questions  with  com-  lost  all  the  hysterical  symntoms. 

parative  facility,  and  to  walk  a  little.  1 6th. — ^Discharged  curea. 

She  was  then  removed  to  the  ward,  and  In  another   case  of  poisoning   by 

allowed  to  lie  down,  with  strict  injimc-  opium  which  was  brought  to  University 

tixms  to  the  nurse,  however,  to  prevent  CoUe^  Hospital  about  six  weeks  ago, 

her  sleeping,. by  continuing  the  admi-  my  friends,  Dr.  Lankester,  the  resident 
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medical  officer,  and  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  poison^g  bj opium,  and  one  that,  in  the 

one  of  the  house-surgeons,  employed  greatmajontyofcases,  is  fully  sufficient 

electricity  with  success  after  all  other  to  overcome  the  narcotic  effects  of  the 

means  had  failed.    I  have  not  the  par-  poison,  after  the  Exciting  cause  has  been 

ticulars  of  this  case ;  biit  I  believe  tney  removed  from  the  stomach.    In  some 

will  shortly  be  published  in  one  of  the  instances,  however,  of  which  the  case 

journals.  detailed  above  is  a  good  example,  the 

Remarks. — My  object  in  publishing  shock    produced  by  the  sudden  and 

these  cases  has  been  to  direct  the  at-  forcible  dashing  of  cold  water  is  not 

tention  of  the  profession  to  the  employ-  sufficiently  powerful ;  and  it  ia  in  this 

ment  of  electricity  as  a  powerful  means  case  that  I  would  strongly  recommend 

of  rousing  the  energies  of  the  nervous  the  employment  of  electricity  after  the 

system  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  opium ;  cold  affusion  had  been  persevered  in  for 

more  especially  as  it  is  a  mode  or  treat-  a  moderate  length  of  time,  from  half  to 

ment  that,  I  believe,   has   not  been  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  had  &iled 

hitherto  recommended  by  any  writer  on  in  rousing  the  powers  of  the  patient, 
toxicology ;  at  least  I  have  not  found        The  electricity  should  not  supersede 

any  mention  made  of  it  in  any  work  on  the  use  of  the  cold  affusion,  or  of  those 

that  subject  which  I  have  had  an  op-  other  means  that  are  ordinarily  resorted 

portunity  of  consulting.  to  in  cases  of  poisoninfi^  by  opium;  but 

The  chief  indication  to  be  fulfilled  in  that  it  may  be  employed  with  the 
the  treatment  of  poisoning  by  opium  is,  ^eatest  advantage  in  addition  to  these, 
affcer  the  stomach  has  been  emptied  by  i  think  we  are  fully  warranted  in  con- 
means'  of  the  stomach-pump,  to  keep  eluding  from  the  case  that  I  have  de- 
the  nervous  system  roused  until  the  tailed,  and  which,  there  can  be  little 
narcotic  effects  of  the  drug  wear  off,  doubt,  would  have  had  a  fatal  terminar 
which  happens  after  a  longer  or  shorter  tion  had  it  not  been  for  the  employment 
time,  according  to  the  size  of  the  dose  of  this  very  powerful  stimulus,  which 
taken  and  other  modifying  circum-  produced  a  most  marked  and  almost 
stances,  just  as  the  excitant  effects  of  immediately  beneficial  effect ;  the  pa^- 
a  stimulant,  such  as  alcohol,  gradually  tient,  who  was  quite  speechless,  insexi- 
pass  off.  Now  we  are  certainly  in  sible  and  motionless,  with  flaccid,  cold, 
possession  of  no  stimulus  which  is  so  clammy  extremities,  and  a  small  weak 
nnmediate  in  its  action,  so  powerful,  pulse,  attempted,  after  a  few  shocks 
and  so  easily  applied,  as  electricity,  nad  been  passed  through  her  head,  to 
In  all  these  respects  it  is  fkr  superior  to  remove  the  wires,  complaining  of  the 
dashing  cold  water  on  the  body  and  pain  the  appUcation  of  the  electricity 
face.  Moreover,  the  cold  affiision,  if  gave  her ;  and  was  in  half  an  hour  suf* 
Continued  too  long,  may  be  productive  nciently  recovered  to  answer  questions 
of  some  injurious  effects ;  lor,  if  the  that  were  put  to  her,  to  wali,  and  to 
patient  be  allowed  to  remain  any  len^h  be  allowed  to  lie  down  on  her  bed. 

of  time  with  his  clothes  saturated  with 

water,  the  cold,  by  depressing  still  more 

the  energies  of  the  system,  will  tend  to  LIGATURE  OF  COMMON  CAROTID. 

aid  rather  than  to  counteract  the  seda-  

tive  influence  of  the  opium.    It  should        jy,  ^^  jj^^^^  ^^^^  Medical  Gaseiie. 

therefore  be  employed  with  great  can-  g^^^ 

tion  in  those  cases  in  which  tEe  surfece  j  ^^  ^  .^^^^^         ^^^  ^^^  ^j  ^  ^^ 

Jtfl '  ^IV'^f  K^""  T?{^  ""^^'^o  of  aneurism  on  the  side  of  the  face, 
the  respiration  feeble.     It  is  quite  pos-      ^^  ^     ^^       ^        ^^^  ^^^^ 

Bible  for  pneumonia  to  follow  the  use  „^^,^    'Vri.i  ^„««  «,„„  ^„i,^.^^^i,.  •_ 

of  the  colif  aflfusion  :  this  wtuaDy  hap-  S^;„I?i;Tt  J  rim^^S^^^' 

^^^^A  :«  *!.*  »^^^^A  ««-^  «,i.:^u  t  u-  teresting  to  me  at  tne  time  of  its  occur- 
pen^  m  the  second  case  which  1  have  ^^  ,  ^^^  probably  be  so 

bnefly  mentioned  above ;  the  disease,  ;„  X:'  ""f^.  Jt^T.*  iTi-i     t  .-;  .i, 

no  doubt,  bein^  predisposed  to  by  that  ^  **  P~^X,S  obSSili^t.    ' 

congested  confitfon  of  the  lungs  which  ^*""     jS  sSSSwi.. 

is  so  common  a  consequence  of  narco-  1^  p,  M.bIc.8. 

tism.      Notwithstanding   these  objec-       Wincanton,  Somenetihira^ 

tions  to  the  employment  of  the  cold  ^P*^*  ****»  *^'- 

affusion,  it  is,  if  properly  used,  a  most        Monday,  October  26th,  1840. — John 

valuable  means  in  the  treatment  of  Churchouse,  a  tailor^  aged  nineteen, 
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called  on  me  this  day  to  conacdt  me  could  be  felt,  synchronous  with  the 
respecting  a  large  tumor  on  the  left  side  pulse  at  the  wrist,  and  removeable  by 
of  the  face.  About  a  year  since,  when  pressure  on  the  carotid,  so  that  the 
cutting  one  of  the  dentes  saprentise,  he  nature  of  the  case  waa  no  longer  doubt- 
perceiyedahardswellingbehind  thejaw,  fvl.  The  patient  now,  for  the  first  time, 
but,  as  he  associated  its  existence  with  told  me  he  had  been  subject  lately  to 
the  state  of  the  tooth,  he  did  not  at  the  bleeding  from  the  left  side  of  the  nose, 
time  attach  much  importance  to  it.  and  that  twice  within  the  fortnight 
From  the  above  period,  however,  it  epistazis  had  occurred  to  an  alarming 
gradually  enlarged,  and,  during  the  extent ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that,  on 
last  four  months,  has  increased  very  one  of  the  occasions,  severe  syncope 
rapidly,  butwithout  much  pain.  Since  came  on,  and  continued  for  a  consi- 
the  case  has  been  in  progress  the  patient  derable  time.  There  could  now  be 
has  consulted  several  surgeoi^,  who  no  doubt  the  case  was  one  of  aneurism^ 
have  given  him  different  opinions  as  either  of  the  external  carotid,  or  one 
to  its  nature;  some  considering  it  a  of  its  terminal  branches;  most  pro- 
chronic  abscess,  whilst  others  thought  bably,  I  think,  of  the  internal  maxil- 
it  a  disease  of  the  bone,  and  recom-  lary.  I  therefore  determined  on  tying 
mended  him  to  place  himself  in  some  the  common  carotid.  My  friends,  Mr. 
hospital.  The  tumor,  when  I  first  saw  Eastment  and  Mr.  Bruorton,  whom  I 
it,  was  of  an  immense  size,  extending  now  consulted,  coinciding  with  me  in 
from  below  the  angle  of  the  jaw  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  I 
upwards,  until  it  was  lost  behind  the  availed  myself  of  their  ready  assistance^ 
malar  bone,  and  from  the  ear  forwards  aQd  immediately  performed  the  opera* 
to  within  an  inch  of  the  mouth ;  it  was  tion,  on  the  morning  of  the  28tt),  two 
cedematous  over  the  whole  surface,  and  days  after  I  first  saw  the  patient.  The 
firm  beneath,  but  neither  pulsation  vessel  was  secured  in  the  usual  manner, 
nor  fluctuation  could  be  detected.  The  and  without  much  difiiculty,  about  a 
patient  could  not  breathe  through  the  quarter  of  an  inch  bdow  the  tendon  of 
left  nostril,  and  the  right  felt  greatly  tne  omohyoid  muscle, 
obstructed.  On  examining  the  mouth,  Vesffere.^The  tumor  considerably 
which  it  was  difficult  to  ao,  in  conse-  diminished  in  size,  no  pulsation,  and 
quence  of  the  confined  state  of  the  the  patient  comfortable  $  there  was 
parts,  I  found  the  cheek  pressing  in-  some  oozing  of  bloody  sidiva  from  the 
wardly  against,  and  much  indentea  by,  mouth,  which  continued,  at  intervals, 
the  teeth ;  the  molar  and  first  bicuspid  until  the  evening  of  the  30th,  when 
of  the  upper  jaw  were,  indeed,  nearly  several  coagula  came  away,  and  there 
bidden  by  the  gums,  and  the  mucous  was  a  discharge  of  arterial  blood  to  the 
membrane  on  the  left  side  of  the  palate  amount  of  four  ounces.  The  swelling 
projected  so  much  as  to  resemble^  very  was  now  materially  lessened,  being  not 
strongly  the  pointing  of  an  abscess,  more  than  half  of  its  original  size;  but, 
After  ^refully  reflecting  on  the  history  as  I  was  fearful  of  heemorrhage,  I 
of  the  case,  and  under  tne  hojie  that  by  plugeed  the  opening  in  the  mouth  with 
doing  it  I  should  gain  an  insight  into  Hnt,  Kept  the  head  supported,  and  the 
the  nature  of  the  swelling,  I  determined  cheek  constantly  moist  withevaporating 
on  extracting  the  tooth  supposed  by  lotion. 

the  patient  to  be  the  original  cause  of  Nov.  3d. — ^The  tumor  has  been  gra- 

the  mischief.    It  was  not  decayed,  or  dually  increasing  since  my  last  report; 

unnatural  in  appearance ;  nor  was  its  there  is  now  considerable  pain   and 

extraction  followed  by  a  discharge  of  throbbing;  the  cheek  is  hot,  and  wears 

matter,  or  more  bleeding  than  usuaL  a  hectic  appearance.     As  it  was  evi- 

Abont  twenty-four  hours  after  the  tooth  dent  the  sac  was  suppurating,  I  remove«k 

was  removed,  I  was  summoned  to  the  my  plugs,  and  gave  exit  to  about  two 

patient  in  consequence  of  considerable  ounces  of  grumous  blood,  mixed  with 

ncemorrhage  from    the    socket :    this  pus ;   the  swelling  now  subsided,  the 

was  easily  stopped  by  a  plug  of  lint,  pain    ceased,    and   the    patient   fell 

but  recurred  m  the  course  of  eight  asleep. 

hours  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  5th. — As  the  swelling  and  pain  had 

and   produced   alarming    exhaustion,  again  increased,  I  removed  the  plugs, 

The  tension  of  the  tumor  beins^  now  and  discharged  a  small  quantity  pf  pus, 

much  lessened,  an  indistinct  pulsation  which  was  but  slightly  tin^d  with 
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blood*  From  this  period  the  discharge 
of  matter  gradually  ceased;  the  gmn 
healed,  and  gave  me  no  more  trouble. 
At  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  incision 
in  the  neck  was  nearly  healed ;  but 
the  ligature  was  undetached.  My  pa- 
tient was  now  allowed  to  leave  hiB  bed, 
and  was  put  on  full  diet.  The  case 
proceeded  so  satisfactorily  from  this 
time,  that  I  lost  sight  of  it  until 
December  25th,  when  my  patient  re- 
ported himself  as  proceeding  fast  to 
recovery.  The  ligature  had  come  away 
spontaneouslv,  the  neck  was  auite 
healed,  and  tne  swelling  fast  subsiding. 

April  20th.— The  patient  is  now 
healthy  and  well,  the  tumor  endreljr 
gone,  the  passage  of  the  left  nostnl 
perfect,  and  he  can  open  his  mouth 
as  widely  as  usual,  but  some  defonnity 
remains  in  consequence  of  the  projec- 
tion outwards  of  the  malar  bone.  On 
examining  the  mouth,  a  distinct  nssure 
can  be  felt  on  the  palatine  process  of 
the  palate  and  maxulary  bones. 

That  this  was  a  case  of  aneurism  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt ;  but  I  am 
not  quite  certain  as  to  the  individual  ar- 
tery mvolved.  From  the  history  the  par 
tient  gave  of  the  tumor,  I  am  inclineci  to 
think  it  was  an  aneurism  of  the  internal 
mamillary,  which  commenced  deeply, 
and  posteriorly  to  the  ramus  of  the 
jaw,  extended  downwards  to  the  neck, 
and  upwards  behind  the  malar  bone : 
causing  a  passa^  by  absorption  into 
the  antrum,  findine  its  way  tnence  into 
the  nose,  and  finalTy  producing  absorp- 
tion  of  the  floor  of  the  nostril,  it  made 
its  appearance  under  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  palate. 

IODINE  IN  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

7V>  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Oaxette, 

Sir, 

Thb  local  application  of  iodine  is  of 
acknowledged  use  in  healing  external 
ulcers;  therefore,  b^  analogy,  it  is  con- 
cluded to  be  of  similar  use  in  pul- 
monary abscesses  communicating  with 
the  atmosphere:  experience  also  cor- 
roborates the  above  conclusion. 

Though  physicians  agree  in  Uie  prin* 
ciple  of  action,  yet  they  differ  in  the 
mode  of  application.  Sir  C.  Scudamore 
recommends  the  inhaler;  Dr.  Corrigan 
impregnates  the  atmosphere  of  the 
patient's  room  with  iodine. 


Both  methods  being  inconvenient  in 
practice,  I  direct  the  jpatient  to  apply  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  iodine  ointment 
on  the  ribs,  under  both  axillae,  and  to 
cover  the  head  with  the  bed-clothes,  to 
breathe  the  iodine  volatilized  by  the 
heat  of  the  axillae ;  the  ointment  pro- 
duces counter-irritation  on  the  skin 
where  it  is  applied,  and  is  to  be  re- 
peated according  to  circumstances.. 
Tliis  method  has  appeared  to  me  to 
arrest  the  pro^ss  of  the  disease;  and 
as  I  shoula  wish  to  hear  the  result  of 
more  extensive  trial,  I  beff  you  will 
place  the  above  remarks  (if  you  think 
them  worth  inserting)  in  the  Medical 
Gazette. — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  LEfOR, 

A.B.M.B. 
S,  Olympic  Place,  Jersey, 
May  14th,  1841. 


ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  or  BOOKS. 


'*  L'Antear  w  tne  i  alonrerce  qoe  le  Icctevr  m 
tae  4  abr^ger.*'— D*Ax.BMBBBT. 


Handbueh  der  Geschichte  der  EuropHu- 
chen  Medicin^  Chirurgie^  Pharmaeie 
und  Naturhu^  in  pkiloeophiteh  prae- 
tUcher  entwickelvng .  Von  Hop  rath 
Dr.  Isensee,  Universitatslehrer,  prac* 
tischem  Arzte  und  Operateur  in  Ber- 
lin, &c.    BerUn,  18:^-41. 

Handbook  qf  the  History  qf  European 
Medicine,  Surpery,  Pharmacy,  uni 
Natural  Hietory,  in  their  pkiloeophieo^ 
practical deveik^pmmU.  Byl)r. Isenskb, 
Court-councillor,  Teacher  at  the  Uni- 
versity, Practising  Physician  and 
Operating  Surgeon  at  Berlin,  &c.  &c. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  comprehensive, 
complete,  learned,  and  at  the  same  time 
succinct  histories  of  the  medical  sciences 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  It  satis- 
fiictorily  fulfils  the  promise  held  out  by 
its  title,  and  considering  the  wide  scope 
of  the  latter,  this  is  no  little  praise. 
From  the  number  of  authors  whom  it 
notices,  and  from  the  care  with  which 
the  titles  of  their  works  are  quoted,  it 
is  invaluable  as  a  book  of  reference.  It 
eives  a  complete  list  of  die  writings  of 
Aristotle,  and  also  of  those  of  Hip- 
pocrates, with  brief  critical  remarks  on 
each  of  the  latter.  We  cannot  better 
convey  to  our  readers  an  idea  of  its 
merits,  and  of  the  system  on  which  it 
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ift  ananffed,  than   by  following  the  and  the  work  altogether  k  one  of  those 

author  tnrough  a  stage  of  one  of  the  which,  without  the  pretence  of  oriev 

periods  of  the  history  of  medicine.  We  nality,  where  novelty  is  nothing,  has  u  e 

will  choose,  for  the  sake  of  example,  great  merit  of  being  eminently  practica  1 

the  '^  Roman  epoch"  (p.  103).    This  where  practice  is  every  thing. 

period  is  divid^  into  three  principal 

sections;  the  first  treating  of  the  pro-  ,s=ssesss=s                 >         .     » 

gress  of  medicine  in  Rome  Defore  Galen;         .,^^,^    »  

Se  second,  of  the  same  by  means  of  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Galen;  and  the  third,  of  that  which 

was  effected  after  Galen.    It  is  to  the  fWioy,  May  28,  1841. 

commencement  of  the  first  section  that  

we  must  confine  ourselves.  The  author 

first  gives  us  a  page  of  general  reflec-  "  Licet  omnlbnt,  licet  etUm  mihi,  difnltatem 

tions   on   the   pecuUar   character   of  iLii;,!!!^^^^^^^^,'"^'' '^^^'^\}'' 

Roman  intellect  and  mental  cultiva-  P^^bcum  .it,  diceod,  periculum  non  «a«o/| 

tion.    The  next  two  pages  are  entitled,  

*'A  retrospective  glance  on  medicine 

in  Rome  in  its  earhest  ages"   (wiUi  THE  ANATOMY  BILL, 

references  to  the  ancient    historians,  *    ^                         ^    t_      i         .     ^i_   • 

and  to  Gans  and  Niebuhr  amongst  the  ^  conversation    took  place  m  the 

modems).    Then  follows  a  sketch  of  House  of  Commons  last  week  respect- 

Asclepiades:  1.  of  the  circumstances  of  ing  the  working  of  this  measure.    Mr. 

his  life;  2.  of  his  writings;  3.  his  mwi-  Maclean  and  Mr.  Buncombe  gave  an 

^mVbS  "-fte'Si>ettiS  Tr  °'  *'f ;  «'***  ^««^'^-" 

b,  materia  medica;  c,  pathology;   d,  which  prevailed  as  to  the  manner  in 

anatomy  and  physiology;    e,  general  which  the  Bill  has  been  carried  out. 

views.    Finally,  half  a  page  is  devoted  Now  had  they  stated  the  grievances  at 

school  occupies  seven  pages,  and  dis-  change  or  of  some  energetic  inquiry, 

plays  the  most  careful  research,  and  would,  we  believe,  have  been  generally 

also  mature  judgment  admitted ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that 

Two  parte  of  this  work  have  already  during  the  season  just  past  the  Anatomy 

been  published :  the  second  and  larger  ^.,it_     «           .  -T        .        ^ 

one  brings  down  the  history  of  medicine  BiUhas  been  acted  upon  m  such  amanner. 

to  the  seventeenth  century.  as  to  have  produced  a  very  satisfectory 

•i..-.  result.     This  at  least  has  been   the 

TkeSuTfnaa  Anatomy  qflngmnal Hernia,  ^«  in  London,  an^  as  far  as  we  have 

tie    T^sHa,  and  Us   Covermaa.    By  been  able  to  learn,  the  management  for 

Thomas  Morton,  one  of  the  De-  the  provincial  schools  has  been  equally 

monstrators  in  Universi^  College,  g^od;  and  we  state  this  with  the  more 

London ;  and  formerly  House  Sur,  ^^        ^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

Seon  to  the  Hospital  of  the  same  f  «w»**^>    v-*  v^c  u^uc*  i,u«i,  ^^^^^f^u. 

oUege.  Illustrated  with  lithographic  lanty  with  which,  whenever  they  were 

51atefl  and  wood  engravings,    ovo.  growing  lax,  we  stimulated  the  energies 

'aylor  and  Walton.  of  those  on  whom  the  working  of  the 

Wb  had  much   pleasure,  some   time  Bill  mainly  depended,  has  contributed 

since,  in  expressing  a  very  favourable  in  no  small  degree  to  bring  about  this 

S^«^&S,r^f'arri«wh£h  fuU«co«pl»hmentofthepu,po.«.of 

will  embrace  all  the  most  important  *"®  ^^^ 

r^ons  of  the  body.  The  subjects  dis-  The  exertions  made  by  the  London 

cussed  in  the  present  volume  are  treated  Inspector  during  the  past  season  have 

of  in  the  same  clear  and  useful  style  ^     ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^                 ^^. 

which  was  the  great  recommendation  ^  ,    '        ,    .         ,          ^*      ^.       _ 

of  the  former.     The  enpavings  arc  ^^^i  and  the  only  reason  why  wt, 

wellexecuted,firomadmiraDledrawing8,  who  have  always  so  readily  told  him 
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his  faults,  have  not  sooner  accorded  to    ficient  supply  of  subjects  in  the  resent 
him  this  praise,  has  been  that  we  feared    state,  is  removed, 
he  might  think  energy  enough  had  been        But  we  believe  that  a  cause  yet  more 
employed,  and  oSight  too  soon  again  efficient  than  this,  in  securing  the  foil 
retire  to  that  life  of  ease  and  calm  re-  supply,   has  been  the  rational  indiflb- 
pose,  which  he  seemed  at  first  to  regard  rence   with   which  the  dissection  of 
as  quite  compatible  with  the  duties  of  bodies,  when  decently  performed  under 
a  somewhat  laborious  office.    But  we  do  authorized  superintendence,   is  gene- 
hope  that  now,  when  he  has  seen  how  rally   regarded.     There  is  really   no 
much  may  be  effected  by  exertion,  and  pubUc  feeling  whatever  upon  the  sub- 
how  amply  the  powers  under  his  control  ject  now;    and  men  of  sense  being 
are  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  that  the  left  to   the   right  exercise    of   their 
anatomical  schools  can  reasonably  ex-  judgment  upon  it,  unmoved  by  pre- 
pect,  he  will  not  henceforth  relax  in  judice  or  the  clamour  of  ignorance, 
his  endeavours,  but  will  obtain  each  of  course  decide  in  the  manner  most 
year,  as  he  has  during  the  past,  a  sup-  favourable  to  the  anatomical  schools, 
ply  that  shall  be  even  something  greater  Much  of  this  has   depended  on  the 
than  the  demand.  repeal  of  that  enactment  which  con- 
The  abundance  of  subjects  during  signed    murderers'  bodies   to   dissec- 
the  past  year  has  been  chiefly  drawn,  tion,  and   so   conferred   on  all  who 
we   believe,    from    the   metropolitan  shared  the  same  fate  a  portion  of  their 
workhouses,    from   several   of  which  dishonour.  But  much  more  has  resulted 
the  body  that  would  formerly  have  from  the  quietude  in  which  the  bill  has 
been  buried   at    the  parish   expense  .been  allowed  to  work.  "We  fully  accord 
have    been    sent    to    the    anatomical  with  those  members  of  the  House  who 
schools.    One  reason  of  this  has  un-  deprecated  the  public  introduction  and 
doubtedly  been  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  discussion  of  the  subject,  for  the  pur* 
Roberts,  the   gentleman   who,  being  pose   of  any  slight   alterations  that 
the  inventor  of  a  system  for  preserving  might  be  made;   it  is  peculiarly  one 
bodies  from  decomposition,  was  natu-  of   those   measures  in   which  a  full 
rally  anxious  to  embarrass,  as  far  as  discretionary  power  should  be  allowed 
possible,  the  scheme  by  which  a  suffi-  to  authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
cient  supply  of  fresh  subjects  could  be  ducing,  from  time  to  time,  such  modi- 
obtained,  and  who  therefore  annually  fications  as,  without  affecting  its  general 
got  up  an  excitement  by  hand-bills  and  principle,  may  adapt  it  to  changing 
placards,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  circumstances,  and  to  cases  the  occur- 
chief  workhouses,  to  lead  the  poor  to  rence  of  which  was  not,  and  perhaps 
feel  horror  at  the  very  name  of  an  ana-  could  not  be,  calculated  on.    Perhaps 
tomical  school.    We  long  ago  exposed  there  is  no  measure  of  recent  years  in 
the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  apply  which,  at  its  first  enactment,  so  much 
any  of  the  modes  of  preservation  yet  of  the  detail  was  undetermined,  and 
discovered  to  the  subjects  for  dissec-  left  to  be  filled  up  at  discretion  by  the 
tion.    We  feel  assured  that  neither  Mr.  Home  Secretary  of  State ;  in  fact,  the 
Roberts's,  nor  M.  Gannal's,  nor  any  whole  working  of  the  biU  has  been  the 
other  yet  invented,  can  be  advantage-  subject  of  arrangements  made  sobse- 
ously  adopted  for  this  purpose ;  and  we  quently  to  its  being  passed ;  and  the 
now  are  happy  to  believe  that  the  only  result  of  thus  keeping  the  subject  from 
circumstance  that  could  render  them  being  perpetually  brought  under  public 
worthy  of  consideration,  namely,  a  de-  notice  has  been  most  beneficial ;  for 
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th6  evils  of  occasional  delay  and  fre-    ment ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 

quent  inactivity  have  been  more  than    mode  in  which  dissections  are  carried 

counterbalanced  by  the  absence  of  ex-    on,  even  with  the  most  perfect  observ- 

citement,  and  its  necessary  consequent,    ance  that  is  possible  of  all  decency, 

public  prejudice.  would  appear  to  them  very  disgusting, 

As  an  instance  in  proof  of  this,  we    and  perhaps  deserving  of  legislative 

will  mention  but  one  important  addi-  -  interference  for  its  improvement.    The 

tion  made  to  the  bill  during  the  last    wisest  course  that  they  can  pursue  in 

season.    Under  the  original  enactment    such  matters  is  to  turn  their  thoughts 

there  was  nothing  to  provide  for  or    away  from  them ;  just  as,  in  their  or- 

against  the  dissection  of  still-born  chU-    dinary  walk  through  the  world,  they 

dren ;  and  these  were  therefore  com-    turn  away  their  eyes  from  any  object 

monly  brought  to  anatomical  schools  by    that  is  offensive,  but  if  they  believe  that 

nurses,  or  at  last  even  by  men  who    it  performs  some  useful  office,  or  is  es- 

made  a  sort  of  trade  of  them,   and    sential  to  their  own  or  others'  comfort, 

there    left    without    further  inquiry,    leave  it  unmolested  in  its  offensiveness. 

Such  a  plan  was  probably  harmless,    Dissecting   and    dissecting-rooms  are 

but  it  admitted  of  abuse ;  and  last  year    signally  useful  objects  of  disgust ;  they 

a  case  happened  in  which  there  was    are  sometimes  loathsome  even  to  those 

some  suspicion  (which,  however,  we    who  are  most  familiar  with  them,  and 

believe  was    subsequently  proved   to    most  obliged  to  keep  down  their  aver- 

have  been  unfounded)  that  a   child    sion;  but  in  this  respect  they  are  not  ca- 

murdered  by  its  mother  had  been  dis-    pable  of  much  improvement,  and  the 

posed  of  at  an  anatomical  school.   The    pubhc,  who  at  last  reap  the  greatest  be- 

immediate  consequence  was  an  order    nefits  from  them,  mustbe  content  to  leave 

from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  in    their  management  in  the  hands  of  those' 

future  no  foetus  should  be  received  at  a    who  can  alone  judge  dispassionately 

school  without  sending  to  the  inspector    where,  in  such  cases,  necessary  indif- 

a  certificate  of  its  birth,  and  its  death    ference   ends,    and   where   indecency 

before  or  directly  after  birth,  signed  by    begins,  and  on  whom  they  can,  in  some 

the  medical  attendant,  or  some  other    measure,  rely  that  the  limit  will  not 

person  present  at  the  time,  and  by  the    be  overpassed. 

teacher  receiving  the  body.  The  result       "We  sincerely  hope,  therefore,  that 
has  been,  indeed,  that  the  number  of   Mr.  Maclean  will,  when  he  has  read 
fcBtili  brought  to  the  schools  has  been    the  report,  be  induced  to  think  it  satis- 
greatly  diminished,  the  parents   not    factory,  and  bring  forward  no  measure 
liking   such    facts    to    be    generally    founded  upon  it.    The  only  subjects  of 
known;  but  this  will  probably  be  but    any  general  importance  to  which  it 
a  temporary  evil,  and  even  if  it  con-    <vnll  relate,  are  the  contraventions  of 
tinue  it  will  yet  be  far  better  than  the    the  Act  by  teachers  or  students  since 
great  amount  of  injury  that  would  have    its  enactment,  and  the  proceedings,  if 
been  done  had  the  public  been  excited    any,  which  have  been  taken  thereon, 
by  the  same  arrangement  being  made    Yfe  can  ourselves,  we  believe,  give  the 
the  subject  of  parliamentary  legislation,    answer;  which  is,  that  the  contraven- 
On  such  a  subject,  and  on  all  of  the    tions  (at  least  such  as  on  a  liberal  in- 
like  kind,  when  they  are  prominently    terpretation  of  the  bill  can  be  so  called) 
brought  before  them,  even  the  higher    have  been  very  few  and  unimportant ; 
classes  of  the  laity  are  scarcely  capable    ^j^^  that  the  proceedings  upon  them 
of  forming  a  calm  and  correct  judg-    have  not  amounted  to  more  than  re^- 
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proofs  from  the  inspeetor,  atid  threats  But  the  case  is  different  when 
of  punishmeDtinoreheaVy  if  the  offence  there  are  plenty  of  subjects  in  the 
weva  repeated.  But,  really,  neither  common  stock  to  distribute ;  then  an 
M»  not  any  of  the  questions  that  will  equal  partition  of  them  is  as  much  the 
be  answered  in  the  returns,  would  at  all  most  convenient  as  it  is  obviously  the 
merit  the  trouble  of  legislation,  even  if  fairest  method.  Indeed,  in  such  a  case 
it  could  be  carried  on  without  evil,  the  chief  purpose  which  the  system 
The  errors  in  the  working  of  the  Bill  accomplishes  is  not  so  much  the  pre- 
are  not,  or  rather  were  not,  such  as  venting  one  school  from  obtaining  an 
Acts  of  Parliament  can  remedy  ;  the  excess  while  another  has  a  deficiency 
want  of  energy  in  its  management  has  (for  none  would  necessarily  incur  the 
been  found  curable  by  an  occasional  annoyance  and  expense  of  an  excess), 
sharp  stimulus ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  as  the  distributing  the  subjects  to  all 
that,  this  being  effected,  there  will  the  schools  equally,  so  that  none  of 
henceforth  be  no  great  cause  for  com-  •  them  may  be  at  one  time  biir- 
plaint.  ^  dened,  and  at  another  empty.  Dur- 
•  With  respect  to  the  distribution  of  ing  nearly  the  whole  season  just 
the  subjects,  which  was  introduced  past  this  purpose  has  been  well  and 
into' the  conversation,  and  which  is  steadily  attained ;  at  the  very  beginning 
another  arrangement  added  to  the  there  was  some  deficiency,  and  at 
Bill  by  the  consent  of  the  Home-office,  Christmas  (when  the  number  of  papils 
to  whom  it  was  recommended  by  the  was  diminished  by  the  fortnight's  vacs- 
inspector  (we  believe,  at  the  request  of  tion)  there  was  some,  and  even  a  con- 
themajorityofthe  anatomical  teachers);  siderable  excess;  but,  on  the  whole, 
this,  if  it  has  been  carried  out  fairly,  there  was  such  a  supply  that  moat 
(and  we  know  of  no  fiicts'  to  prove  the  of  the  teachers  may  congratulate 
contrary)  is  in  nowise  objectionable,  themselves  if  the  Bill  be  as  well 
so  long  as  the  supply  of  subjects  is  not  worked  in  all  future  years.  And  all 
sufiered  to  fall  below  the  demand  for  this  we  may  add  was  effected  in  a  sea- 
them.  When  the  number  obtained  by  son  during  which  the  amount  of  illness 
the  inspector  is  deficient,  through  his  among  that  class  of  the  poor  from 
lack  of  zeal  or  of  influence,  an  equal  dis-  whom  the  dissecting  rooms  are  chiefty 
Cribution  is  mischievous,  because,  as  we  supplied  was  less  than  the  average ; 
have  very  often  said  when  the  question  for  we  had  neither  severe  influenia  nor 
has  been  under  discussion,  there  is  no  fever,  nor  any  other  destructive  disease 
indttoemoit  for  the  more  influential  in  an  epidemic  form.  We  repeat,  there- 
among  the  anatomical  teachers  to  use  fore,  our  sincere  hope  that  the  Bill 
any  exertion  to  obtain  subjects,  which  will  be  leffc  nndisturbed :  so  long  as 
will  probably  be  taken,  not  to  their  energy  is  employed  in  working,  it  ia 
own  schools,  but  to  those  of  their  op-  amply  sufficient  for  its  purpose, 
ponents.    And  in  past  years  this  has  . 

commonly  happened;    the  inspector,  death  of  dp    hopf* 

taking  the  office  of  distributor,  has  ^^^™  ^^  ^^'  ^^^^  ' 

of   necessity   become   purveyor   also,  ^^  "«^*  to  annoimcc  the  deoesse  of  Dr. 

J        ,        V     J.    v         5  .V            1  %  Hope,  which  took  place  at  Hampstead,  on 

and,  unless  he  discharged  thoroughly  the  13th  Inatant. 

well  the  duties  of  this  last  office,  the  Br.  Hope  was  in  the  41st  year  of  his  age, 

power  which  he  exerted  in  the  second  '"f  ^^  complaint  which  proved  fttal  was 

was  very  mischievous,  and  the  fi«t  P^'°^°»^  consumption.  Hewastheaothor 

would  soon  have  become  a  sinecure.  *  This  notioewiiacddenuUf  omitted  laatwedc. 
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of  a  work  on  tlie  heart,  which  has  attracted  Edwanl  BiiU,  Rector  of  Ftatltfw.  EaMk. 

a  Urge  share  of  attention  ;    he  also  pub-  Mr.  Hodson  Us  a  man  of^rinS 

Eshed  a  set  of  plates  illustrative  of  morbid  and  simpUcity  of  character,  retaSin^  atwfe 

changes  of  stmctare  in  the  hnman  body,  even  to  his  kter  Y^BfoTit^^wl^^ 

w.2*^^^*'^TJif^"2r^.'"^*^'^-    --ami«mentsinwhShprof«rii™bSto€M 
wards  be<»ne  one  of  the  Physicians  to  St.    rarely  permitted  him  to  indulge.         ^^ 

George  s  Hospital, Por  sereral  years  of  his  liS  he  expressed 

~~;  — — to  some  friends  doubts  on  religious  subjecta: 

DEATH  OP  THOMAS  HODSON,  ESQ.,  but  there  is  reason  to  beui^e  that  iThli 

SURGEON  AT  LEWES,  IN  ^^^  Y^'^  ^e«e  doubto  were  remored,  and 

SUSSEX  ?.**  he  died  in  the  faith;  and  hope  of  a 

Christian. 

(.fVom  a  Correspondent. J  

The  subject  of  this'lLoir  was  the  son  of  CLIMATE  OF  TEXAS, 

the  Rev.  Henry  Hodson,  Rector  of  Sand-  ^®  the  swarms  of  medical  practitioners  that 

hurst,  Kent.     He  prosecuted  his  medical  y^^T  i'"*^^  fn>m  the  universities  and  colleges 

studies  at  the  hospitals  of  Guy's  and  St.  °'  Europe,  Texas  offers  littie  encouragement 

Thomas's,  London,  where  he  had  for  one  of  ?"  afield  of  professional  speculation.    There 

lua  teachers  Mr.   Cline,  and  as  a  eontem-  ^  °^  malady  that  can  be  properly  called 

porarythelateSirAstley  Cooper,  with  both  ^^enuc;    and    the  febrile  diseases -which 

of  whom  he  maintained  a  friendly  intercouree  ^ui>Ally  afflict  early  settiers,  especially  in 

till  they  died.  southern  latitudes,  are  of  a  mild  type,  com- 

Mr.  H.  received  an  honorary  cetificate  of  V^^^  within  the  control  of  medicine,  and 

profidency  in  his  studies  from  his  medical  g^i^er^y  to  be  avoided  by  the  observance  of 

school,  andcommenced  his  practice,  as  a  gene-  ^  ^^  simple  rules  of  living.      Emigrants 

111  practitioner,  at  Lewes,  in  Sussex,in  1786.  accustomed  to  northern  habits,  should,  at 

Soon  after  he  became  a  member  of  the  Col-  !«"*  ^^^  ^^cy  are  thoroughly  ••  acclimated," 

lege  of  Surgeons  of  London.  ihun'  undue  exposure  to  the  noonday  son ; 

He  early  distinguished  hunself  by   the  exercise  caution  in  the  use  of  fruit  and  salted 

operation  of  lithotomy,  which  during  the  ^^^*  abstain  from  ardent  spirits,  and  refrain 

course  of  his  practice  he  performed  upwards  "^  much  as  possible  ftx>m  drinking,  save  at 

of  forty  times  with  the  loss  only  of  three  m«al>/      To  persons  new  to  the  climate, 

patients — a  degree  of  success  scarcely  sur-  occasional  cathartics,  followed  by  the  use  of 

passed  by  that  uf  the  most  eminent  surgeons  ^^'^^t  <ure  beneficial.     Very  frequently,  the 

of  the  metropolis.  The  zeal  which  he  shewed,  injonous  effects  attributed  to  climate  are 

and  the  knowledge  which  he  possessed  of  his  caused  by  intemperance,  or  the  negleeC  of 

profession,  and  the  liberal  and  kind  manner  "^me  of  those  precautions   of  which  the 

in  which  he  practised  it,  are  well  known  to  climate  of  every  latitude  demands  its  peculiar 

the  physicians  and  suigeons  of  Lewes  and  its  sjuure.   ^  If  any  part  of  Texas  can  be  termed 

neighbourhood,  as  wdl  as  to  many  of  the  sickly,  it  is  the  narrow  strip  of  country  rnn- 

mosC  eminent  surgeons  of  London,  with  i^  parallel  to  the  gulf,  where  in  the  low 

whom  be  had  frequent  interoourse  and  oon-  timbered   bottoms   the  rivers  deposit  the 

fldtatioiia.  accumulations   of  their  annual    overflows. 

About  twenty  years  before  his  death  he  ^^  this  section,  to  which  Providence  has 
formed  the  plan  of  transferring  his  residence  granted  exuberant  fertility,  in  compensation 
to  Brighton,  where  the  ftvquent  resort  of  o^  its  comparative  insalubrity,  settlers  are 
the  Court,  and  the  prospect  of  a  county  lud>ie  to  be  attacked  by  bilious  and  inter- 
hospital  (soon  after  established  there)  seemed  mittent  fevers;  but  after  receding  some 
to  offer  a  more  extensive  field  of  practice ;  distance  from  the  coast,  no  part  of  the  globe 
but  this  project  he  never  carried  into  effect,  ^  mora  friendly  to  the  regular  action  of  the 
though  he  often  regretted  he  had  not.  He  hvman  frame.  The  towns  immediately  on 
ekMed  an  active  and  useful  life,  April  13th,  the  coast,  within  the  direct  range  of  the  trade 
1841,  in  the  seventy-nmth  year  of  his  age*,  winds,  are  healthy,  altiiough  rather  trying 

Of  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  the  last  to  temporary  sojournere  fi^om  cold  climes, 
only  survived  him,  now  married  to  the  Rev.  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
' —  August.    Pulmonary  consumption,  so  de- 

•  The  disorder  of  which  Mr.  Hodson  died  was  structive  hi    England    and    the   Northern 

!K?V?;^TIllSl"hi^lS*5*Jl[  ?^^B!f**  states  of  the  American  Union,  is  almost 

ahoni  three  weeks  before  iiis  death,  by  a  sadden  ^^t^^.^    •«    »r-w—         -dk.»».»i»...    .^.i 

iavohmtary  dropping  of  his  left  arm.     This  ««m>wn   m    Texas.       Rheumatisms   and 

was  very  transient,  the  usual  power  and  feeling  chronic  diseases  are  not   prevalent ;    and 

lMS[a%.^'^r%t  JioS?3^  nine-tentiia  of  tiie  Repubfic  are  considered 

tSS&^JSS  healtl^tiianthemorthe^tiiypjrti^ 

plegiaoftheleftslde;  aadonthslSthbcdicd.  United  States.  <   In  the  opinion  of  respecta- 
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ble  medical  men,  a  reaidenoe  in  thia  oonntry 
would  be  aa  favonnble  to  persona  of  a  oon- 
anrnptiTe  tendency  aa  the  lonth  of  Europe, 
or  Madeira.  Aa  a  general  fact,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  farther  from  the  lands  border- 
ing on  the  coast,  the  more  aalnbrions  is  the 
locality ;  and  persons  who  arrive  in  summer 
will  be  quite  safe  by  retiring  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  inland.  Western  Texas  is  best  adapted 
to  a  nothem  constitution ;  and  above  the 
ftdls  of  the  Brazos,  or  in  the  region  lying 
about  seventy  miles  above  the  mouths  of  the 
riven  westward  of  the  Brazos,  natives  of 
Great  Britain  may  settle  vrith  at  least  as  fair 
a  prospect  of  longevity  as  they  had  at 
home."  —  Kennedy* 9  l&9e,  Progregs,  and 
Protpectf  nf  TeWQS, 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

I.I8T  or  OENTLEMBN  AOMITTBD  MBMBERS. 

Friday,  May  21. 

David  Mahony.  —  Daniel  Wilson.  —  Robert 
Horlock^— Samuel  Neirbam.— WiUiam  Stoker.— 
Thomas  Hodaon.  —  Samuel  Phillipa.  —  Henry 
Brooking  Square.  —  Edward  Heath.  —  Robert 
Boyle  Travers.— Henry  Hodgson  Ogle  Hay. 

Monday,  May  24. 

James  Cooper  Figg.— George  Rodwell.— Tho- 
mas W^eraU  SpronUe.-John  Fewster  Dawson. 
—  Henry  Manning  —  George  Butler.  —  John 
Jobson.— John  Scott— Charles  Meeres. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deadis  from  all 
Causea  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  15th  May,  1841.    ' 

Small  Pox 90 

Measles IS 

Scarlatina  6 

Hooping  Gongh  if 

Croup  6 

Thmsh 1 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera 0 

Influenza. 4 

Tni>hns    19 

Brysipelaa 8 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 1 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  141 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Oigana  of 

Respiration 936 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-veisels  ....  90 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Origaxisof  Digestion  57 

Diaeaaes  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 9 

Childbed 8 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  tx 8 

Rheumatism 0 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc 4 

Ukser   I 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Ire 0 

Dlaeases  of  Uncertain  Seat 87 

OU  Age  or  Natural  Decay 84 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    IS 

Cauaea  not  speciiled  , 0 

Deaths  from  an  Oauaes 761 


THBSMOItaTBB. 

BAaoMSTBrn. 

19 

from  46  to  57 

9989  to  99'Sl 

90 

48 

56 

99^1        99-47 

91 

38 

69 

99-61        99-60 

99 

54 

67 

99*59        99-96 

93 

44 

70 

80*00       80-11 

94 

44 

70 

80-11        Stat. 

95 

51 

73 

30*19        80-09 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  32"  JV. 
LonyUude  (P  3'  51"  W.  of  GrventNeA. 

Mav, 
Wednesday  19 
Thursday 
mday.  . 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Tuesday 

Winds  variable,  S.W.  prevailing. 

On  the  19th,  overcast,  raining  frequently  dar- 
ing Uie  day ;  wind  boidterons.  The  90th,  gene- 
rally clear,  rain  at  times.  The  91st,  evcnini? 
overcast,  with  rain ;  otherwise  clear.  The  93d, 
cloudy,  rain  fell  in  the  afternoon.  The  3Sd,  and 
following  day,  clear :  vivid  lirhtninc  in  N.E. 
from  abont  10  p.m.  till  after  mitmight  of  the  94th. 
The  35th,  evening  overcast,  otherwise  dear; 
lightning  duriufr  the  evening. 

Rain  fallen,  *365  of  an  inch. 

.Ch  \iiLE8  HsxRT  Adams. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
versity  of  London  passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  all  students  who  commenced  their 
medical  studies,  either  as  apprentices,  "br  in 
any  other  way,  in  or  before  January  1839, 
wiU  be  exempted  from  the  Matriculation 
Examination,  whenever  they  may  present 
themselves  for  the  examination  for  bachelor 
of  medicine. 


LECTURES  AT  THE  COLLEGE  OF 

SURGEONS. 

Thb  Surgical  Lectures  for  the  present  season 
are  to  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Guthrie ;  and  the 
subjects  he  has  chosen  are  Injuries  of  the 
Head,  Chest,  and  Abdomen.  They  com- 
menoe  Tuesday  June  1st,  at  4  o'clock  p.m. 

DR.  CARPENTER'S  AND  DR.  COR- 
RIGAN'S  LECTURES. 

Dr.  Carpenter's  Lectures  will  be  resnmed 
in  the  next  number  but  one,  and  afterwards 
continued  without  farther  interruption. 

Dr.  Corrigan's  Clinical  Lectures  will  also 
be  resumed  in  an  early  number. 

NOTICES. 

We  should  not  feel  justified  in  giving  up 
so  much  of  our  space  as  Mr.  M.*s  (of  Leeds) 
would  occupy ;  but  if  he  can  state  the  cir> 
cumstances  within  a  page,  we  shall  publish 
them  for  him. 

The  discussions  contained  in  the  letters  of 
Mr.  F.,  of  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  C,  of  Glas- 
gow, can  only  be  continued  in  the  extru 
liffiiteg  department. 

M.R.C.S.  ~  The  party  is  entitled  to 
charge  for  his  visits ;  but  we  cannot  apeak 
as  to  the  amount  without  knowing  more  of 

the  circumatnnoM^^ 

Wilson  &  Ooilvt,  5%^  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  render  them  onsteBdy  and  imperfect,  to  ar- 

^jy  yg^  rest  the  natural  action,  and  give  a  new  di- 

.     _  _  . ^^  rection  to  the  limbs,  and  to  caose  the  pa- 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  tient  to    gesticulate    and   grimace    like  a 

PHYSIC,  Merry- Andrew.  Moreover,  these  apparently 

absnnl  movements  do  not  occur  in  parox- 

Deihered  at  King**  College,  London,  ygm,^  i,„t  continue  throughout  the   day, 

n    rk     117'      <%«r  sometimes  for  weeks  together ;  but  they  ge- 

ISTLIR.  WATSON.  ncrally  cease  during  sleep:  for  the  most 

'  part,  but  not  always,  the  agitated  limbs  are 

T    Min      YYinrii  ^^*  while  the  senses  are  shut  up  in  slumber. 

1.BCTU&B  JUiA  V 11.  j^  complaint  is  not  attended  with/pwr. 

Chorea.     Symptoma:  pathology:   eomph-        fiym|»/cmw.— This  disorder  was  first  dis- 

eatUnu;    caveet :    treatment.      Chrome  tinctly  described  by  Sydenham,  whose  ac- 

Chorea.      Other  Nervou*   Duordere  to  eount  of  it  is  very  graphic  and  eiccUent, 

which  the  eame  name  hoe  been  applied.  ^^  ia>s  been  copied  by  most  subsequent 

Chorea. — ^Another  disease  of  a  spasmodic  writers.    Without  reference,  however,    to 

kind,  and  essentially  belonging  to  the  ner-  the  portrait  which  he  has  left  us,   I  will 

vous  system,  is  Chorea — St.  Vitue*  dance,  sketch  the  disease  as  it  has  occurred  under 

This  is  hr  less  serious  than  the  complaints  my  own  observation.     It  usually  begins  with 

which  we  have  recently  been  considering ;  slight  twitches  of  a  few  muscles  in  the  face, 

but  it  is  a  very  unpleasant  disorder  to  suffer,  or  one  of  the  extremities ;  and  by  degree 

and  it  has  several  points  of  analogy  with  the  spasmodic  action  becomes  more  decided 

the  other  nervous  and  spasmodic  ailments,  and  more  generaL  All  the  voluntaiy  muscles 

Its  prominent  symptom  is  an  irregular  and  are  liable  to  be  affected  by  it.    Those  of  .t^ 

involuntary  clonic  contraction  of  some  of  feoe  seldom  escape.    The  features  are  twisted 

the  voluntary  muscles,  which,  however,  are  into '  all  sorts  of  ridiculous    forms ;    yon 

not  wholly  or  constantly  withdrawn  from  the  might  suppose  that  the  patient  was  what  ia 

government  of  the  will.     In  tetanus  we  had  called  pulling  a  face,  or  ""^*"g  mouths  at 

rigid  spasm,  while  the  mind  was  clear  and  you ;  but  there  is  neither  mirth  nor  mockery 

free ;  volition  was  unaffected,  but  the  mus-  in  the  contortion ;  it  is  a  convulsion :  it  is 

.cles  which  should  have  obeyed  the  effort  of  succeeded  by  a  vacant  look,  and  then  it  bf- 

the  will  were  seized  upon  by  some  stronger  gins  afresh.      The    disease    occurs    much 

pvermling  power.     In  epilepsy,  with  con-  oftener  in  young  girls  than  in  any  other 

Tulsive  spasm,  there  was  suspension  of  the  persons.     If  you  ask  the  patient  to  put  out 

mental  functions ;  a  temporary  interruption  her  tongue,  she  makes  sundry  attempts  to 

of  oonsdonsness,  and  therefore  of  volition,  do  so  before  she  can  accomplish  it ;  and 

But  in  chorea  we  have  a  different  state  from  then  the  tongue  is  suddenly  thrust  out,  and 

either  of  these :  there  is  no  loss  of  don-  as  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  the  jaws  snap 

sciousness ;  no  defect  of  volition ;  the  ordi-  together  as  if  she  were  resolved  that  yon 

nary  movements  of  the  body  can  be  per-  should  have  as  short  a  glimpse  of  it  as  pos- 

,  formed  in  some  degree,  or  sometimes,  under  sible.      She    writhes    and    contorts    her 

the  direction  of  the  will ;  but  it  would  seem  shoulders ;  she  cannot  keep  her  hand  or  arm 

as  if  .some  other  power  wantonly  interfered  half  a  minute  in  the  same  position;  when, 

to  expte  them  when  they  are  not  needed,  to  at  meals,  she  desires  to  carry  her  hand  to  her 

705.— XXVII!.  2  D 
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mouth ;  it  is  arrested  midway,  and  suddenly  cially  such  as  are  old  and  intelligent  enough 

pulled  back  again,  or  pushed  out  in  some  to  understand  the  directions  given  them,  and 

other  direction ;  and  it  is  only  after  many  to  make  the  trial  fiiirly,  can  suspend  for 

deviations  and  fruitless  eiForts  that  she  suc^  some  seconds  the  convuhive  movements, 

ceeds.     The  lower  extremities  are  equally  by  taking  a  deep  inspiration,   and  resting 

affected  :  when  the  patient  intends  to  sit  or  upon  it,  without  expiring,  for  a  little  while. 

stand  still,  her  feet  scrape  and  shuffle  on  the  Like  other  spaamodic  diseases  occurring  in 

floor,  or  one  is  thrown  over  the  other ;  and  moveable  constitutions,  chorea  is  liable  to  be 

if  she  endeavours  to  walk,  her  progress  is  propagated  also  by  a  species  of  contagioD, 

most  uncertain ;    she  halts,  and  drags  her  or  rather  of  involuntary  imitation.     Tliese 

leg  rather  than  lifts  it  up,  and  advances  in  diseases  constantly  approximate  and  toach 

a  jumping  manner,  and  by  fits  and  starts,  each  other  in  some  of  their  characters. 
In  short,  the  voluntary  muscles  are  moved         Chorea,  in  this  its  standard  form,  is  essen- 

in  that  capricious  and  fantastic  way  in  which  tially  a  disease  of  youth.      Sydenham,  and 

we   might  fancy  they  would  be   moved   if  CuUen  who  closely  copies  him,  state  that 

some    invisible    mischievous    being,    some  for  the  most  part  it  attacks  boys  and  girls 

Puck  or  Robin  Goodfellow,  were  behind  the  who  have  not  reached  the  period  of  puberty ; 

patient,  and  prompted  the  discordant  ges-  between  the  tenth  and  fourtranth  years  of 

tures.     With  all  this  the  articulation  is  im-  their  age.     These  limits  are,  however,  too 

peded  ;  there  is  the  same  perverse  interfe-  scanty.      It  is  very  common  between  the 

rence  with  some  of  the  muscles  concerned  in  eighth  and  sixteenth   years  \   it  sometimes 

the  utterance  of  the  voice.      By  a  strong  comes  on  as  early  as  live  or  six ;  and  now 

figure  of  speech,  the  disorder  has  been  called  and  then  it  begins  in  adult  life,  or  in  old 

"  insanity  of  the  muscles."  age.     I  have  already  intimated  that  it  is 

Such  is  a  picture  of  the  main  symptoms  much  more  frequent  in  girls  than  in  boys, 

of  this  strange  malady,  as  they  have  pre-  Dr.  Heberden   says  the  proportion  is  as 

sented  themselves  to  me  ;  and  such,  I  ven-  3  to  1.     Dr.  EUiotson,  out  of  30  patients, 

ture  to  say,  you  will  often  see  in  your  future  had  22  females  and  8  males.     Of  84  cases 

practice.      You  will  find,   moreover,   that  reported  by  Dr.  Reeves,   of  Norwich,  57 

the  irregular  jactitations  are   usually  more  were  females,  and  27  males.     Of  72  oociur- 

marked  and  general  on  one  side  of  the  body  ring  in  Dr.  Manson's  practice  at  Notting- 

than  on  the  other  ;  and  sometimes  they  are  ham,  53  were  females,  19  males.      Of  18 

confined  to  the  muscles  of  one  side.     Here,  cases  in  the  Hampshire  County  Hospital, 

therefore,  we  have  a  trait  of  resemblance  to  12  were  girls,  and  the  rest  boys.     Now  tak- 

epilepsy  and  to  hemiplegia.      If  you  take  ing  all  tiiese  numbers  together,   we  have 

bold  of  the  only  limb  which  happens  to  be  204  cases,  of  which  there  were  144  females 

thus  agitated,  and  keep  it  still  by  main  foree,  and  60  males  ;  the  proportion  is  as  12  :  5, 

some  other  limb  or  part  will  take  on  the  or  a  little  more  than  2:1;  and  leaving  out 

convulsive  action.      The  persons  who  are  Dr.  Reeves'  list — which  differs  considerably 

subject   to  chorea  are*  always   inordinately  from  the  others  in  containing  a  larger  num- 

sensitive,    and    what    is    popularly    called  her  of  males — we  have  120  cases,  of  which 

"nervous.''      They  are  easily  moved   by  87  were  females,  and  33  males:  this  ratio 

new  ideas   and   sudden  feelings,   and   pass  is  as  29  :  1 1 ,  "or  nearly,  but  not  quite,  3:1. 

readily,  and  upon  slight  occasion,  from  one  I  have  also  observed  thiat  the  disease  occurs 

mood  of  mind  to  another.     The  mind   is  much   more  frequently  in  children  having 

affected,  as  Dr.  Cullen  remarks,  in  the  same  dark  hair  and  eyes,  than  in  those  of  a  light 

way,  and  often  shews  the  same  varied,  de-  complexion ;  and  I  think  I  have  seen  the 

sultory,  and  causeless  emotions,  as  in  hysteria,  same  remark  in  some  author,  but  I  forget 

You  see  the  indication  of  this  nervousness  in  where. 

the  fact  that  the  fidgetty  catching  of  the  mus-        V^lien  the  disease  is  strongly  marked,  or 

clcs  increases  when  the  patient  is  spoken  to,  lasts  long,  there  is  usually  some  imbecility 

especially  by  a  stranger — by  the  physician,  of  mind  manifested  ;  a  slight  degree  of  ik- 

for  example.     The  nurses  of  the   hospital  tuity,  and  a  foolish  expression  of  the  fea- 

constantly  tell  me  that  sucb  and  such  a  pa-  tures.      But  this  goes  off  with  the  other 

tient,  who  has  chorea,  is  much  more  com-  symptoms.     The  child  generally  recovers, 

posed  at  other  times  than  she  is  during  my  but  the  disease  is  apt  to  recur,  and  that 

visit,  when  she  is  surrounded  by  students,  more  than  once.     In  this  respect  we  may 

and  made  the  object  of  their  attention.     In  ti-ace  a  distant  resemblance  to  epilepsy :  it 

most  cases  the  jactitations  are  partly  and  in  we  regard  each  attack  as  a  long  and  mild 

some  degree  under  the  influence  of  the  vrill :  paroxysm,  then  these  paroxysms  are  liable 

sometimes  the  patient  aeems  to  give  way  to  to  repetition.     No  doubt  the  duration  of  the 

them,  indulges  in  or  exaggerates  them  ;  at  disorder  is  often  abbreviated  hy  proper  treat- 

other  times  she  can,  by  making  an  effort,  ment :  there  are  cures  in  this  disease  as  mXL 

control  them.     Many  of  the  patients,  espe-  as  reeoverift.     It  is  a  very  rare  thing  for 
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chorea  to  prore  fatal ;  and  the  few  fittal  portioa  of  the  brain  which  miniaten  to  the 
cases  that  have  occurred  have  thrown  no  intellectual  functions ;  there  are  certain  al- 
lig^ht  on  its  pathology.  Dr.  Elliotson  saw  tered  states  of  that  portion,  which  lead  to 
a  strong  girl  affected  with  it  die  of  apoplexy ;  mental  aberration ;  the  persons  so  affected 
but  perhaps  she  would  have  died  of  apo-  form  fidse  judgments,  cannot  associate  their 
plezy  whether  she  had  had  chorea  or  no.  ideas  aright.  So  also  there  is  a  certain  por- 
Chorea  offers  no  protection  against  the  in-  tion  of  the  encephalon  which  presides  over 
vasion  of  other  diseases.  My  colleague  at  the  locomotiye  functions ;  and  there  are  al- 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  Dr.  Hawkins,  had  tered  states  of  that  portion,  which  lead  to  a 
a  fatal  case.  He  found  great  vascularity  of  loss  of  the  due  association  of  the  muscular 
^0  uterus,  earthy  concretions  in  the  pan-  contractions.  That  portion  is  the  oerebd- 
creaa,  omentum,  and  mesentery,  and  tu-  Inm.  Such  is  their  theory :  and  it  is  a  very 
bercles  in  the  lungs.  But  these  appearances  plausible  and  pleasant,  but  withal  an  unsa* 
had  no  connexion  probably  with  the  chorea,  tisfying  theory.  The  disorder  really  belongs. 
In  an  instance  that  proved  fatal  under  Dr.  I  apprehend,  to  the  excito-motory  division 
Bright's  observation,  there  was  considerable  of  die  nervous  system.  From  some  un- 
dlsease  in  the  uterus  and  Its  appendages,  healthy  or  unnatural  state,  either  of  the 
I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  seek  in  vain  in  the  cord  or  of  the  incident  nerves  that  convey 
dead  body  to  discern  the  nature  of  chorea,  impressions  to  it,  its  reflex  function  is  called 
When  we  find  oiganic  disease  accompanying  into  irregular  play,  and  voluntary  musdes 
it,  we  must  look  upon  such  organic  disease,  contract  independently  of  volition.  Some- 
if  it  have  any  connexion  with  the  chorea  at  times  at  the  same  instant  the  patient  wiiit 
all,  as  being  a  predisposing  cause ;  as  pro-  certain  definite  movements  through  the  in- 
ducing or  increasing  that  irritability  and  strumentality  of  the  very  tame  muscles, 
mobility  of  the  nervous  system  which  fits  it  The  consequence  is,  that  the  same  musdes, 
for  submitting  to  the  exciting  causes  of  receiving  at  the  same  time  contradictory 
various  nervous  diseases.  orders  fi^m  these  two  sources,  obey  ndther 

Pathology,  —  There  is  a  speculation  of  mandate  completdy,  but  give  rise,  by  their 

tome  of  the  French  writers  respecting  the  discordant    action,   to  the  grotesque    and 

seat  and  nature  of  chorea  so  ingenious,  that  seemingly  antic  gestures  which  these  pa- 

I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  it.  tients  exhibit. 

It  18  affirmed  by  certain  modem  physio-  But  to  leave  these  seductive  theories,  and 

logists,  as  you  may  perhaps  know,  that  one  to  return  to  duller  matters  of  fact.     Chorea 

of  the  functions,  the  prindpal  office  indeed,  is  a  complaint  that  is  sddom  attended  with 

of  the  certMlumf  is  to  preside  over  and  any  bodUy  pain.     I  have  in  several  instances, 

regulate  the  fiMsulty  of  locomotion ;  to  keep  however,  known  it  to  be  accompanied  by 

the  musdes  in  due  subordination,  as  it  were,  pain  of  tiie  head  ;  and  in  some  of  tiiem,  with 

to  the  will.     No  voluntary  movement,  *d-  pain  on  that  side  only  of  the  head  which  waa 

most,  can  be  executed  without  the  combined  opposite  to  the  agitated  limbs.     I  mention 

and  consenting  action  of  many  muscles  :  it  this  as  bdng  of  some  practical  importance ; 

is  the  business  of  the  cerebellum,  they  say,  for  I  have  found  the  disease  to  become  sen* 

to  maintain  this  consent  and  community  of  sibly  less  severe,  and  very  soon  to  cease, 

purpose ;    to  prevent  any  mutiny  of  indi-  upon  drawing  blood  by  leeches,  or  cupping, 

vidual  muscles,  and  to  make  them  unani-  from  the  painful  side  of  the  head.      In  a 

mously  co-operate  in  producing  a   given  greater  number  of  cases,  however,  no  sudi 

movement.     How  for  this  doctrine  is  true  I  pain  is  experienced.     Sometimes  you  will 

do  not  intend  to  enquire ;  but,  supposing  it  find  that  in  dl  respects,  excepting  the  ner« 

well  founded,  then  they  very  ingeniously  vousness, .  and  the  irr^ular  movements,  the 

assign  the  cerebellum  as  the  seat  of  that  patient  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 

change,  whatever  it  is,  which  gives  rise  to  But  ndther  is  this  very  common :  generally 

the  phsnomena  of  chorea.    And  ii  is  most  there  is  something  manifestly  wrong  in  the 

certain  that   the  irregular  movements  by  state  of  the  stomach  and  boweb,  dther  be* 

which  chorea  is  characterized  can  ndther  be  fore  or  during  the  complaint ;  a  oapridout 

considered  as  the  effects  of  imperfect  para-  appetite,  costiveness,  a  tumid  abdonien»  Of* 

lysb,  as  some  have  stated,  nor  of  convul-  fenave  breath,  a  foul  tongue, 

non,  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  word,  as  CompUeatiofu.  —  Chorea   is    sometimes 

others  have  asserted ;  but  rather  as  conse-  complicated  with  other  disorders,  and  above 

quenoea  of  the  want  of  due  harmony  and  all  with  hysteria:   and  no  wonder,   since 

agreement   between    the  various    muscles,  they  both  occur  chiefly  in  persons  of  the 

which  should  combine  to  produce  the  desired  same  sex,  of  the  same  temperament,  and  at 

state  dther  of  rest  or  of  motion.    There  is  nearly  the  same  period  of  life.     It  is  said 

a  defeet  of  the  requidte  association  in  the  also  to  happen  in  conjunction  with  aeola 

actioo  of  the  different  musdes ;  and  it  is  in  rheumatism  and  rheumatic  perioarditta ;  aaA 

this  sense  that  chorea  has  been  denominated  with  certain  affections  of  the  skia.    Iti  oo* 

fffMOMl/y  of  the  musdes.    lliere  is  a  certain  inddmce  with  ^atsaeous  oomplaiota  I  lai* 
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pect  to  be  accidental ;  and  I  should  notny,  plaint  ii  apt  to  recur  under  the  agency  of 

jading  from  my  own  experience  alone,  that  aome  new  irritation,  and  may  then  be  ro- 

the  dlMase  was  often  associated  with  acute  moTed  by  other  means, 

rheumatism.    Dr.  Copland  and  Dr.  Bright  Chorea,  such  as  I  have  been  deacribing  it, 

have  both,  howerer,  noted  that  connexion,  may  last  from  a  week  or  two  to  some 

and  therefore  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  does  months.     In  those  eighty-four  cases  whidi  I 

sometimes  exist.     I  certainly  have  seen  jac-  have  already  mentioned  as  having  been  se- 

titations  like  those  of  chorea  in  a  few  in-  ported  by  Dr.  Reeves,  the  shortest  period  of 

stances  of  rheumatic  carditis.     Very  lately  a  medical   treatment    was  two  weeks  ;    tlie 

boy,  afiected  with  chorea,  became  my  pa-  longest  eight  months  ;    and  the  common 

tient  in  the  hospital.    We  soon  detected  a  average  seven  weeks.    This  appears  to  me  a 

strong  bellows-sound  of    his  heart;    and  long  average.    The  disorder  crftenterminaitoa 

tracing  his  history  back  a  little,  we  found  — at  any  rate  much  more  often  than  epi- 

that  he  .had  suffered  acute  articular  rheuma-  lef^  does — at  the  period  of  puberty ;  espe- 

tism.     In  a  recent  volume  of  the  MedicO'  cially  upon  the    first  coming    on  of  the 

Chirurgieai  TrofuaeHonSf  there  is  a  paper  menstrual  discharge  in  the  fiemale. 

by  Dr.  Bright,  detailing  "  cases  of  spasmo-  I  had  occasion,  in  the  last  lecture,  to  remark, 

die  disease  accompanying  affections  of  the  that  when  a  vast  number  of  different  drugs 

pericardium."     Now  we  do  not  perceive  are  recommended  as  specifics  in  any  given 

any  obvious  or  direct  connexion  between  the  disease,  we  may  sometimes  infer  firom  that 

cardiac  disorder  and  the  nervous  disorder,  very  circumstance  that  the  disease  is  difficult 

There  are  just  two  conjectures  which  occur  of  cure,  and  generally  intractable  under  all 

to  me  upon  the  subject.     Rheumatism  (as  plans  of  management.    But  there  is  *tM>^lMf 

we  shall  see  by  and  by)  is  especially  a  dis-  class  of  diseases  which  a  variety  of  drugs  are 

ease  of  fibrous  structures,  and  it  usually  supposed  capable  of  curing,— those,  mundy, 

aflfeets  various  fibrous  parts  at  the  same  which  tend  to  terminate  in  health.    I  believe 

time.     It  is  not  improbable  therefore,  that,  that  many  cases  of  chorea — ^moet  cases 

in  the  cases  in  question,  some  morbid  con-  would  at  length  get  well  without  any  aid 

dition  of  the  membranes  of  the  spinal  canal  from  physic :   I  believe  also  that  many  of 

may  have  arisen,  simultaneously  with  the  the  boasted  specifics  have  been  quite  inno* 

inflammation  of  the  pericardium;   or  the  cent  of  any  share  in  the  recovery  of  thp 

cardiac  disease  may  perhaps   operate,  by  patients  to  whom  they  were  administered ; 

some  ill-understood  influence,  upon  afferent  at  the  same  time  I  am  .quite  certain  that 

nerves  of  the  cord,  as  an  eccentric  cause  of  treatment  has  a  great  influence  over  the 

the  irregular  movements.  disease. 

Otttuei, — Probably  any  thing  which  makes  Treatment, — It  was  Sydenham's  practioe 

a  strong  impression  on  the  nervous  system  first  to  bleed  and  purge  his  patients,  and 

may  act  as  an  exciting  cause  of  chorea,  then  to  administer  bitters,  aromatics,  and 

Strong  mental  emotion,  or  a  sudden  mental  antispasmodics,  with  the  object  of  strengthen- 

shock,  is  very  likely  to  bring  it  on  in  those  ing  the  nerves.     After  his  time  the  blood- 

of  a  moveable  constitution  who  are  predis-  letting  and  purgatives  fell  into  disuse,  until 

posed  to  it.     Of  its  ascertained  or  aUeged  the    publication  of  Dr.   Hamilton's  wdl- 

czciting  CKsaeBtJHffht  is  beyond  all  oompa-  known  work  brought  the  latter  deservedly 

rison  the  commonest.     It  has  been  known  to  into  favour  again. 

follow  a  blow  or  fall  on  the  head  ;  but  even  A  main  part,  however,  of  the  treatment, 
in  these  cases  the  alarm  may  have  had  more  consists  in  the  employment  of  such  measures 
to  do  with  the  disorder  than  the  blow  itself,  as  are  calculated  to  give  stability  to  tiie 
It  sometimes  seems  to  depend  upon  irrita*  moveable  nervous  system.  I  can  confidently 
tion  of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  by  improper  recommend  you  to  abAract  blood  locally  in 
diet,  by  aceumTdated  fssces,  or  by  worms ;  those  cases  in  which  there  is  a  fixed  pain  in 
and  it  is  found  to  be  connected,  in  not  a  few  the  head ;  but  with  this  exception,  blood- 
cases,  with  difficult  and  painfbl  menstruation,  letting  is  neither  useful  nor  even,  in  my 
It  flreqaently  begins  about  tiie  period  of  the  opinion,  justifiable. 

seeond  dentition :  the  late  Dr.  Gregory,  of  I  shall  not  attempt  to  distract  your  atten« 

Edinburgh,  was  in  the  habit  of  relating  tion  by  discussing  the  various  remedies  that 

instances  of  that  kind.     In  one  case,  the  old  have  been  vaunted  against  ehorea ;  but  shall 

teeth  were  remaining  while  the  new  ones  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  books  (to 

were  appearing  by  tiieir  sides.     The  old  Dr.  Copland's  Dic/tonory,  for  exam|de)  for 

teeth  were  drawn,  and  the  removal  of  the  farther  information  on  that  subject,  and 

chorea  was  complete.     This  Dr.  M.  Hall  content  myself  with  telling  you  what  modes 

would  justly  call  eccentric  chordh.    But  even  of  treatment  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 

in  such  cases  the  state  of  the  gums  cannot  employing,  with  very  satisfactory  results, 

be  regarded  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  chorea :  I  think,  ttoi,  that,  setting  aside  the  compli- 

them  must  be  tiie  predispoaitioii,  as  well  as  cation  with  headache  just  mentioned,  yon 

the  accidental  exciting  canst ;  for  the  com.-  will  be  able  to  deal  sucoessfolly  with  most  of 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN  AND  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.               405 

th«  c«MB  of  ehom  wbich  you  may  have  to  the  carbonate  of  iron  had  Culed,  and  the  iron 

treat,  if  yon  hare  at  your  command  par-  enooeed  when  the  sine  had  done  no  good, 

gative  medicines,  the  shower  l^th,  prepara-  One  most  aerere  case,  about  which  1  waa 

tiona  of  iron  and  of  arsenic,  and  oU  of  oonsolted,  and  which   had   resisted  other 

turpentine.  remedies,  got  well  under  the  use  of  the 

it  will  be  right,  in  all  eases,  to  begin  by  sulphate  of  sine ;  the  dose  of  which  was 

ff^^n^g   ont  the  bowels  by  calomel  and  gradually  increased  to  ten  grains,  given  three 

jalap,  or  some  active  aperient ;    and  you  times  a  day.     Whenever  tiie  medicine  waa 

^lould  persist  in  the  regulated  use  of  pur-  pushed  beyond  this  point  it  became  emetic, 

gative  medicines,  if  they  continue  to  bring  Certainly  the  disease  is  often  very  obedient 

away  much  fsecal  matter.    We  are  to  be  to  arsenic;    but,   for  plain  reasons,   it  is 

guided  less  by  the  amount  of  the  doses  than  better  to  effect  a  cure,  when  we  can,  by  less 

by  the  effects  they  produce ;  at  any  rate  one  hazardous  substances.     The  severest  case  I 

fixll  evacuation  of  the  bowels  should  take  ever  had  to  treat  occurred,  not  long  since, 

place  every  day.    But  though  purgatives  are  in  one  of  my  hospital  patients.      I  tried  the 

good  auxiliaries,  we  cannot  trust  to  them  carbonate  of  iron  in  vain.    Ths  shower  bath 

^one  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint.  to  terrified  and  agitated  the  girl  that  I  could 

One  of  the  most  effectnaL^of  the  tonic  not  persist  with  it.    I  then  gave  her  arsenic, 

remedies  is  the  cold  shower  bath.    If  the  under  which  she  improved  at  first,  bat  it 

patient  be  of  a  feeble  constitution,  tiie  water  ultimately  was  very  injorions;  her  bowela 

may  at  first  be  used  tepid;   by  degrees  it  were  greatiy  irritated  by  it,  she  becamo 

should  be  used  cold.    This  remedy  should  paralytic  in  her  lower  extreaoities,  and  sank 

be  employed'  every  morning,  or  every  other  into  a  typhoid  state ;  and  I  really  was  afiraid 

morning,  early,  as  soon  as  the  patient  gets  that  I  diould  lose  her.    But  she  recovered 

out  of  bed.     Of  the  best  indications  of  the  from  this  condition,  which  I  ooidd  not  bat 

propriety  of  its  continuance  I  spoke  in  the  ascribe  to  the  arsenic ;    and  assoon  as  I 

last  lecturo  only ;  I  need  not  tire  you,  there-  dared  venture,   I  began  to   give  her  the 

fore,  by  repeating  the  observations  I  then  muriated  tincture  of   iron,  twenty   dropa 

made.  at  a  time,  every  six  hours.      Under  this 

With  this  external  tonic  it  will  be  right  to  treatment  she  steadily  and  rapidly  improved, 

combine  some  internal  one ;    and  for  the  and  was  soon  quite  wdl. 

most  part  the  best  for  the  purpose  is  some  The  oil  of  turpentine  also  is  certainly  a 

preparation  of  iron.    The  carbonate  of  iron  valuable  medicine  in  this  disease ;  whether 

is  an  exceedingly  good  form,  and  it  may  be  there  be  worms  at  the  bottom  of  it  or  not. 

given   in   the  way  recommended  by  Dr.  When  the  bowels  are  torpid,  and  the  girl 

EOiotson,  one  of  whose  pet*  it  is, — ^namely,  is  of  that  age  that  menstruation  maf  be 

mixed  with  twice  its  weight  of  treacle,  so  as  to  conjectured  to  be  at  hand,  its  arrival  seems 

form  an  dectoary.     You  may  begin  with  it  sometimes  to  be  accelerated,  and  great  relief 

in  half-diBchm  doses,  and  presentiy  incresse  to  be  produced,  by  the  turpentine.  The  best 

the  quantity  to  a  drachm,  or  a  drachm  and  way  of  exhibiting  it  in  such  cases  is  in  com? 

A  half,  or  two  drachms.     Much  larger  quan-  bination  with  an  equal  quantity  of  castor  oil  t 

titles  than  this  have  been  given,  and  that  for  two  drachms  or  half  an  ounce  of  the  mupture 

a  long  time  together ;   but  I  am  not  in  the  may  be  given  every  morning,  or  every  other 

habit  of  to  pudiing  tfab  drug.     Patients  do  morning,  according  to  its  effect  upon  the 

not  like  to  swallow  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  bowels :  and  when  they  are  very  sloggish, 

oonoe  of  the  powder  end  twice  as  much  or  the  stools  are  unnatural,  it  will  often  be 

treacle  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  and  some  serviceable  to  give  a  couple  of  grains  of 

of  them  cannot  get  so  much  down.    And  I  calomel  also,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  at  bed* 

mentioned  on  a  former  occasion  that  the  time. 

iron  IB  apt  to  accumulate  in  the  large  in-  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  that 
testines,  and  to  be  expeUed  at  last,  often  in  all  cases  due  attention  must  be  paid  to 
with  difficulty  and  pain,  in  large,  hard,  red  the  diet.  This  ought  to  be  plain  and  simple, 
masses,  like  what  is  called,  I  fiimcy,  slsg,  or  but  at  the  same  time  nourishing,  or  even 
the  dross  of  iron  oro  from  a  ftirnaoe.  When  generous.  And  exercise,  short  of  that  which 
one  or  at  most  two  drachms  given  three  or  produces  fatigue,  in  the  open  air,  in  fine  and 
four  times  a  day  make  no  impression  on  the  dry  weather,  will  greatiy  conduce  to  the 
disease,  yon  had  better  (in  my  humble  patient's  recovery, 
judgment)  diange  the  form  of  the  medi- 
cine. Give  a  grain  or  two  of  the  sulphate  CSkronte  cAotm.— Tliere  is  an  affection 
of  mm  for  a  dose,  or  fiequent  draughts  of  (it  scarcely  deserves  to  be  spoken  of  as  a 
Griffith's  mixtmre  (mistura  ferri  composita),  disease)  whieh  is  sometimes  cslled  chorea,  or 
or  twenty  or  thir^  minims  of  the  tinctura  a  chronic  nature,  and  resembling  the  disorder 
forri  mnriatis.  Dr.  Bright  says  he  has  I  have  just  been  speaking  of  inasmuch  as  it 
found  the  mlphate  of  nnc  answer  when  commonly  is  met  with  in  nervous  persons. 
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md  oonabti  in  the  iir^giiilar,  immeaning,  Hie  word  choreai  which  jou  know  ngniiSei 

and  involimtary  eontracdon  of  certain  mns-  a  donee — ^and  the  trlTial  term  of  St.  Vitoa'a 

dea,  especially  of  the  limba,  neck,  or  face :  dmiee — are  not  very  appropriate  to  eiiker  of 

bat  dilTering  from  it  in  thi»— that  the  same  the  modificationa  of  the  nenrons  affectum 

mmcki  are  always  affected,  and  in  the  same  which  I  haye  been  noticing.     In  fact  that 

way ;  that  it  lasts  long,  almost  always  for  term  was  originally  applied,  and  much  more 

life,  and  implies  no  accompanying  derange*  suitably,  to  another  set  of  symptoms  of  a 

ment  of  the  general  health.     In  its  slighter  most    singular    kind,   concerning   the  real 

form  the  irregular  morements  are  rather  occurrence  of  which  we  might  well  be  seep* 

mokward  iriekt  than  spasms :  a  repeated  tical,  if  we  had  not  authentic  narratiyes  of 

shake  of  the  head,  or  Imitting  of  the  eye-  many   instances    of    suck    disorder   front 

brows,  or  corrugation  of  the  integuments  of  different  persons  of  credit,  a»  well  in  this 

the  nose,  or  shrugging  of  the  shoulders —  country  as  in  others.    What  has  happened, 

which  the  penon  fceems  scarcely  conscious  many  times,  before,  may  haf^pen  agam ;  and 

of.    At  other  times,  howerer,  the  motions  you  ought  not  to  be  in  ignorance  of  the  hts- 

are  more  eztenaiye ;  a  limb  starts  out,  or  tones  to  which  I  allude.    They  relate  to  an 

the  head  is  tamed  awry;  and  the  indiyidual*  affection  characterised  by  moTements  that  can* 

who    performs    these    evolutions  is  quite  not  be  called  spasmodic,  but  were  rather  owing 

aware  that  he  does  so,  and  Tezed  and  an-  to  an  irresistible  propensity  to  muscular  ae- 

ttoyed  at  the  ridicuhms  figure  he  makes,  but  tion,  increased  sometimes  to  a  sort  of  mania 

he  cannot  help  peiforming  them ;  or  if  he  by  the  force  of  imitation,  or  by  the  sound  of 

can  prerent  it,  the  necessary  effort  is  worse  music.  It  is  the  voiition  that,  in  these  cases,  is 

than  the  disease.     One  young  man  who  was  morbid  and  perverse.     You  might  lancy  the 

aobject  to  tiiis  infirmity  told  a  friend  that  he  patient  to  be  possessed  and  coerced  by  an 

ooidd  stop  the  movement  by  a  strong  exer-  evil  spirit,  like  the  9atfUf¥i{ofim»ot  of  the 

tioD  of  the  wiU ;  but  that  that  exertUm  was  Gospel  history. 

extremely  painftil,  and  was  followed  by  Some  of  the  subjects  of  these  extraordi- 
languor  and  mudk  diacomfort.  In  some  nary  affections,  impelled  by  a  strange  unin- 
instances  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  eon-  telligible  necessity,  execute  measured  and 
tinuanoe  of  the  affection  is  the  result  of  a  regular  movements  with  surprising  energy, 
long-established  habit.  It  occun  more  fre-  rapidity,  and  perseverance.  When  music  is 
quently  in  men  than  in  women.  I  had  for  performed  in  their  hearing,  the  movements 
a  long  time,  as  an  out-patient  at  the  hos-  become  an  actual  dance ;  and  where  crowda 
pital,  a  girl  about  seventeen  years  old,  in  all  are  collected  together,  the  dancing  mania  is 
other  respects  the  picture  of  health,  but  who  apt  to  spread  from  person  to  person  by  a 
was  annoyed  by  an  involuntary  shake  of  the  sort  of  imitative  infection  ;  realizing  the 
head,  which  took  place  two  or  three  times  fable  of  Orpheus,  and  giving  origin  (it  may 
in  a  minute.  She  received  no  benefit  from  be  presumed)  to  those  romantic  legends, 
medicine.  A  lad  in  my  own  service  was  met  with  in  the  literature  of  most  ages  and 
affected  in  a  similar  manner.  He  seemed  to  countries,  of  universal,  involuntary  and  nn- 
be  giving  me,  and  my  friends,  from  time  to  ceasing  mltation,  at  the  sound  of  a  magic 
time,  a  fkmiliar  nod :  and  I  was  obliged  to  pipe.  To  these  feats  the  term  chorea  is  ap- 
part  with  him.  Othen  ara  subject  to  twitch-  posite  enough.  Indeed  I  have  seen  it  some- 
ings  of  the  face.  I  am  acquainted  with  one  where  suggoted  that  the  'phnae  chorea  JSancH 
gentleman  who  is  perpetually  wrinkling  his  Viii  is  but  a  vulgar  corruption  of  chorea 
nose;  and  he  has  assured  me  that  he  was  Saneti  invitii  and  took  its  rise  in  the  mis- 
subject,  when  young,  to  an  involuntary  shake  fortune  of  some  holy  person  who  chanced  to 
of  the  head,  like  the  two  persons  just  men-  be  afflicted  with  one  of  these  unwilling  but 
tk>ned ;  but  a  blister  having  been  once  ap-  invincible  impulses  to  caper.  The  common 
plied  to  his  throat  for  some  disorder  in  his  explanation  makes  this  holy  person  to  have 
air-pas«9ge8,  the  shaking  of  the  head  was  been  a  certain  German  Saint  Wdt,  to  whom 
thereby  rendered  painAil  and  difficult,  and  a  chapel  is  said  (I  know  not  with  how  mudi 
the  movement  there  ceased :  but  (as  he  ex-  truth)  to  be  dedicated  at  Ulm,  in  Suabia. 
pressed  it)  it  broke  out  in  his  nose,  where  it  Sometimes,  instead  of  dancing  on  their 
triumpha  to  this  day.  This  chronic  chorea,  feet,  these  patients  drum  and  beat  with  thdr 
as  it  has  been  called,  I  merely  mention  to  hands,  either  upon  their  own  knees,  or  upon 
prevent  your  confounding  together  two  affec  the  objects  near  them.  This  variety  has 
tions  which,  though  they  have  received  the  received  the  bombastic  title  of  **malleation." 
same  name,  and  are  in  some  respects  analo-  Sometimes  they  drcumvolve  with  great  ra- 
goos,  yet  differ  in  still  more  points,  and  pidity ;  or  they  turn  their  heads  repeatedly 
those  points  of  more  importance.  I  believe  from  side  to  side  with  great  velocity :  this  is 
that  medidne  has  DO  power  over  any  of  these  ^'rotation."  When  they  are  irresistibly 
trieks.  They  are  distressing  sod  misighUy ;  impelled  to  move  in  a  given  direction,  the 
but  In  BO' way  dangerous.  term  **  propulsion"  is  employed,    llie  very 
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inTention  of  these  names  attests  the  reality  there  always  was  a  tune  dwelling  upon  her 

of  the  disorder.  mind,  which  at  times  becoming  more  preas- 

You  will  find  one  of  these  singular  cases  ing,  irresistibly  compelled  her  to  commence 

related  by  Mr.  Kinder  Wood,  in  the  seventh  the  involuntary  motions." 
rolxime  of  the  MedicO'Chirur^calTyatuaC'        In  a  lady,  whom  Dr.  Abercrombie  saw, 

iioHS.  the  following  symptoms,  among  others,  oc- 

The  patient  was  a  young  married  woman,  curred : — After  she  had  been  ill  with  various 

After  having  suffered  severe  pain  in  one  side  nervous  affections  for  two  years,  she  began 

of  her  face,  she  began  to  be  troubled  with  to  suffer  convulsive  action  of  the  muscles  of 

involuntary  movements.     They  commenced  the  back,  and  involuntary  twitches  of  the 

in  the  eyelids,  which  were  opened  and  shut  legs  and  arms,  producing  a  variety  of  move- 

with  excessive  rapidity.     Ilien  the  muscles  ments  of  the  whole  body  very  difficult  to 

of  the  extremities  became  affected.     The  describe.     These  were  much  increased  by 

palms  of  the  hands  were  beat  rapidly  upon  touching  her,  especially  on  any  part  of  her 

the  thighs,  and  the  feet  upon  the  floor.    The  back.    This  is  a  symptom  quite  in  confor« 

motions  soon  extended  to  the  trunk   and  mity  with  Dr.  Hall's  doctrine  of  eccentric 

pelvis.     The  patient  was  suddenly  half  raised  irritation.     At  one  time  there  was  difficulty 

from  her  chair,  and  instantly  reseated.   This  of  deglutition,  so  that  attempts  to  swallow 

was  repeated  as  quickly  as  one  action  could  produced  .spasms  resembling  those  of  tetanus, 

possibly  succeed  another.     Sometimes  she  At  other  times,  after  lying  a  considerable 

had  a  propensity  to  leap  upwards,  and  strike  time  quiet,  she  would  in  an  instant  throw 

the  ceiling  with  the  palm  of  her  hand ;  or  to  her  whole  body  into  a  kind  of  convulsive 

touch  little  spots  or  holes  in  the  ftimiture  of  spring,  by  which  she  was  jerked  entirely  out 

the  room.     Or  she  would  dance  on  one  leg,  of  bed  :  and  in  the  same  manner,  while  sit- 

holding  the  other  in  her  hand.     These  at-  ting  or  lying  on  the  floor,  she  would  throw 

tacks  were  accompanied  by  headache,  sick-  herself  into  bed,  or  would  leap,  as  a  fish  might 

ness,  and  vomiting.      At  last  she  took  to  do,  on  the  top  of  a  wardrobe  fully  five  feet 

making  steps  about  the  room,  regulated  by  high.      These    are  feats   that  surpass  the 

an  air,  or  by  a  series  of  strokes  on  tiie  fur-  powers  of  a  person  in  health  :  and  I  say  we 

niture  as  she  passed :  her  lips  moving  as  if  should  hesitate  to  believe  them  if  they  were 

wordswerearticulated,but  no  sound  escaping  not  related   by   a  physician  of  such  sober 

them.     A  person  thinking  he  recognised  the  judgment    and    unquestionable  veracity  as 

tune  which  she  beat  on  the  furniture,  began  Dr.  Abercrombie.  He  tells  us  that  during  the 

to  sing  it;  and  she  danced  directly  up  to  whole  of  these  symptoms  her  mind  continued 

him,  and  continued  dancing  till  he  was  out  entire ;  and  the  only  account  she  could  give 

of  breath.     A  drum  and  a  fife  were  now  pro-  of  her  extravagance  was,  a  secret  impulse 

cured,  and  the  same  air  played  upon  them,  which  she  could  not  resist.  « 

She  immediately  danced  up  to  the  drum,  and        But  after  a  time  motions  still  more  won- 

as  close  to  it  as  possible,  till  she  missed  the  derful  commenced,  affecting  the  muscles  of 

step,  when  the   motions  instantly  ceased ;  the  upper  part  of  the  back  and  neck,  and 

and  this  was  found  always  to  be  the  case,  producing  a  constant  semi-rotatory  motion 

The  motions  stopped  also  when  £he  measure  of  the  head.       This  sometimes  continued 

was  changed ;  or  increased  in  rapidity  be-  without    interruption    night    and    day    for 

yond  her  power  to  keep  pace  with  it.     A  several  weeks  together ;   and  if  the  head  or 

continued  roll  on  the  drum  had  also  the  effect  neck  were  touched,  the  motion  was  increased 

of  putting  an  end  to  her  movements.     And  to  a  most  extraordinaiy  degree  of  rapidity. 

this  being  discovered  their  approach  was  These  paroxysms  were  relieved  by  nothing 

watched ;  and  by  always  rolling  the  drum  as  but  cupping  on  the  temples  to  the  amount 

■oon  aa  they  threatened  to  begin,  the  chain  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  ;  when  the  affection 

of  association  which  seemed  to  constitute  the  ceased  in  an  instant  with  a  general  convulsive 

disease  was  at  length  broken.     The  bowels  start  of  the  whole  body.     She  was  then  im- 

were  in  an  unnatural  state  during  the  com-  mediately  well,  got  up,  and  was  able  to  walk 

plaint ;    and  the   menstrual  discharge    ap-  about  in  good  health  for  several  weeks ;  when 

peared  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  same  symptoms  returned,  and  required  a 

it  ceased.     One  might  conceive  that  the  repetition  of  the  same  treatment.     All  this 

conduct  here  described  was  an  indication  of  went  on,  at  intervals,  for  four  years ;   the 

folly  or  of  insanity ;  but  Mr.  Wood  declares  menstruation  during  that  time  being  irregular 

that  the  patient's  spirits  were  good,  and  her  and  scanty,   and  tiie  bowels  torpid.     She 

perception  and  judgment  accurate  and  just :  was  pale  and  bloodless  from  the  frequent 

that  during  the  absence  of  the  paroxysms  bleedings,  but  not  reduced  in  flesh.     At  last, 

■he  went  about  her    household  affairs  as  in  the  spring  of  1829,  she  had  a  severe 

usual;  and  that  she  had  a  correct  knowledge  paroxysm  of  the  rotatory   motion    of  the 

of  her  situation,  and  of  the  advantage  she  bead  ;  and  it  was  then  determined  to  allow 

derived  from  the  drum,  with  an  anxious  the  attack  to  take  its  course,  and  to  direct 

desire  to  oooturae  its  use.     She  stated  **  that  the  treatment  entirely  to  the  menstruation. 
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Sulphate  of  iron,  and  Barbadoea  aloea,  were  and  ahe  became  unable  to  move  ber  neokt 

prescribed.     She  went  on  for  thfee  weeks,  or  support  her  head.    Soon  after  she  was 

the  conyulsiye  motion  of  the  head  continiiing  seised  with  a  new  kind  of  motion ;  ahe  would 

without  intermission  night  and  day.     At  lay  herself  across  the  bed,  and  turning  round 

length,  in  the  middle  of   the  night,  the  like  a  roller,  move  rapidly  from  one  end  of 

paroxysm  ceased  in  an  instant,  with  the  it  to  the  other.    At  first  the  fits  of  this  kind 

same  kind  of  convulsive  start  of  the  whole  lasted  two  hours ;    but  they  gradually  in- 

body  with  which  it  used  to  cease  after  cup-  creased  to  six  or  seven  hours  everyday.     On 

ping.      At  the  same  instant  menstruation  being  carried  into  the  garden  ahe  rolled 

took  place  in  a  more  full  and  healthy  manner  rapiJUy  from  one  end  of  a  walk  to  the  other  s 

than  it  had  done  for  many  years.    From  and  eren  when  laid  in  the  shallow  part  of  « 

that  time  she  remained  well ;  at  least  up  to  river,  though  on  the  point  of  being  drowned, 

the  period  when  Dr.  Abercrombie  wrote  the  she  began  to  turn  round  as  usual.    Hie 

account.  rotations  were  about  sixty  in  a  minute.     She 

This  alternating  rotatory  motion  of  the  made  little  or  no  use  of  her  arma  in  re- 

bead  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  feature  Tolving.     In  about  another  month  or  tax 

of  these  singular  cases.     It  occurred  in  a  weeks  an  entirely  new  set  of  movementn 

patient  of   Dr.   ConoUy's;    in  whom  the  began.     She  lay  upon  her  back,  and,  hj 

menstruation  was  irregular,  and  about  to  drawing  her  head  and  heels  together,  bent 

cease  altogedier.      It  came  on  in  paroxysms  herself  like  a  bow,  and  then  sllowing  her 

which  were  repeated  many  times  a  day,  and  head  and  heels  to  separate,  ber  buttocks  fdl 

was    attended    with    inordinate    loquacity,  with  considerable  force  upon  the  bed.    She 

The  head  was  turned  from  side  to  side  about  repeated  these  movements  ten  or    twelve 

eight  times  in  a  secondi  and  each  paroxysm  times  in  a  minute,  first  for  six  hours  daily, 

lasted  three  or  four  minutes.    The  patient  and  at  length  for  fourteen.     After  another 

got  well  after  being  cupped  and  leeched,  and  space  of  iltout  five  weeks  had  elapsed,  Hie 

tiioroughly  purged.    I  have  seen  precisely  most  singular  fireak  of  all  ensued ;    she  was 

the  same  tfaong  in  a  hospital  patient.     Dr.  seized  with  a  propensity  to  stand  upon  her 

Crawford  met  wiiii  an  instance  of  involun-  head  with  her  feet  perpendicularly  upwards, 

tary  rotation  of  the  head,  without  pain,  but  As  soon  as  the  feet  were  elevated  in  this 

attended  with  intolerance  of  light.     And  manner,  all  muscular  exertion  seemed  to  Iw 

there  is  a  striking  example  of  it  described  in  withdrawn,  and  the  body  fell  down  as  if 

the  twenty-third  volume  of  the  Bdmburgk  dead ;    her  kneea  first   striking   the   bed. 

Medical    and   Surgictd  Joumai,  by  Mr.  This  was  no  sooner  done  than  she  instantly 

Hunter,  of  Glasgow,  who  speaks  of  it  under  mounted  up  aa  before ;  and  continued  to  do 

the  name  of  **  rotatio  or  chorea."'   The  so  fitim  twelve  to  fifteen  times  in  a  minnt^ 

motions  are  said  to  have  been  furicras  and  for  fifteen  hours  a  day.    After  a  variety  of 

alarming :  they  were  executed  with  such  im-  frmtless  treatment,  a  spontaneona  diarrhoM 

mense  rapidity,  that  it  was  difficult  even  for  came  on,  and  she  recoyered. 
the  eye  to  follow  them.    She  appeared,  Mr.        Hie  spinning  motions  observed  during  a 

Hunter  says,  absolutely  to  be  looking  back-  part  of  this  case  have  been  observed  in  other 

wards  and  forwards,  and  in  every  direction,  instances. 

at  the  same  moment.  This  woman  had  In  Magendie'a  Jowmal  da  PhyHologU, 
sometimes  fifty  paroxysms  of  this  kind  in  a  the  two  following  aingular  forms  of  diswae 
day,  which  greatly  exhausted  her :  but  she  are  referred  to. '  A  man,  after  some  other 
was  perfectly  rational  in  the  intervals.  A  symptoms  of  cerebral  affection,  was  seized 
modification  of  the  same  kind  of  afRection  with  an  irresistible  propensity  to  move  for- 
took  place  in  a  most  extraordinary  case  re-  wards,  stopping  only  when  ochausted.  He 
corded  by  Dr.  Watt,  of  Glasgow,  in  the  fifth  would  sally  forth  into  the  streets,  and  oon- 
ydume  of  the  MedicO'Ckirurgieal  Tram*'  tinue  walking  straight  forward  until  he 
aetient.  His  patient  was  a  girl  ten  years  dropped  down,  and  was  obliged  to  be  broug^ 
old.  First  she  had  headache,  accompanied  home  in  some  conveysnoe.  This  man  at 
by  vomiting,  and  increased  by  the  slightest  length  died,  and  several  tubercles  were  found 
deviation  of  the  body  from  the  erect  pos-  in  the  anterior  hemispheres  of  the  brain, 
tore,  either  backwards  or  forwards,  or  to  Dr.  Laurent,  of  Versa&es,  exhibited  to  the 
one  side.  These  symptoms  lasted  about  a  Academy  of  Medicine  a  young  girl,  labour- 
month  ;  and  during  that  time  she  lost  the  ing  under  the  exactly  opposite  necessity, 
power  of  speech  and  of  walking.  At  the  In  the  attacks  of  a  nervous  disease  die  was 
end  of  that  period  she  vraa  seized  with  a  pro-  irresistibly  propelled  backwards,  and  vrith 
penalty  to  turn  round  on  her  feet,  like  a  top,  some  rapidity :  being  unable  to  avoid  ob- 
with  great  velocity,  always  in  one  direction ;  stadea  or  hollows,  she  reodved  many  fells 
end  waa  pleased  when  those  about  her  aa-  and  bruises  in  her  course, 
sisted  in  increasmg  thenpidity  of  her  move-  I  say  that  histories  such  as  I  have  been 
ments.  After  continuing  nearly  a  month,  giving  you  some  samples  off  and  those 
these  motioBS  ceased,  the  headache  returned,  mostly  in  aa  abridged  fonn,  would  sound 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN  AND  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  40» 

Tery  like  romaiioes,  if  they  were  met  with  yean  old,  of  intemperate  habits,  after  one 

in  the  older  authors  alone,  or  if  they  were  of  hia  debaaches  exhibited  a  kind  of  dnmkcn- 

not  attested  by  unimpeachable  authority,  ness  which  surprised  his  friends.     Instead 

lliey  resemble  chorea  in  this  respect,  that  of  seeing  objects  torn    round  him,  sa  a 

they  are  examples  of  muscular  actions  per-  drunken  person  is  apt  to  do,  he  thought  he 

formed  by  persons  in  possession  of  oonsd-  waa  himself  turning,,  and  soon   began  to 

ousness,  and  performed  in  spite  of  them*  rerolTe ;  and  this  lasted  till  he  died :   and 

selves.     But  in  most  other  respects  they  when  his  head  was  examined,  extendye  mis- 

differ  from  what  we  now-a-days  mean  when  chief  was  found  in  one  of  the  pedundea  of 

we  speak  of  chorea.      Perhaps  they  may  the  cerebeUom. 

rank  among  hyttwrieal  vagaries.  It  is  Again,  M.  Magendie  noticed  that  when 
jremarkable  that  the  minority  of  them  occur  the  upper  part  of  tiie  cerebrum  is  genUy  re« , 
in  young  women,  in  whom  the  menstrual  moved  in  birds  and  mammalia,  th^  become ' 
frinction  is  suspended  or  irregularly  per*  blind;  but  no  affection  of  the  locomotive 
formed.  Some  persons  may  consider  them  powers  is  produced.  No  fiuther  result  is 
as  varieties  of  insanity.  The  patients  ccr-  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  a  portion  of 
tainly  did  joot  feign  to  be  ill,  for  the  feats  of  the  grey  matter  of  the  corpus  striatum :  but 
streiu^  and  agflity  which  many  of  them  vdien  the  striated  part  is  cut  away,  the  aid- 
performed  were  mudi  beyond  their  natural  mal  immediately  darts  forward  with  rapidity, 
power  or  endurance,  llie  truth  seems  to  and  continues  to  advance  as  if  impelled  by 
be,  tiiat  there  are  innumerable  modifications  some  irresistible  force,  until  stopped  by  an 
of  the  nervous  functions,  and  that  some  of  obstacle;  and  even  then  it  retsina  the  attitude 
them  are  more  common  and  more  capable  of  one  advandng.  The  experiment  was  tried 
of  being  arranged  into  groups  than  others ;  with  the  same  result  upon  various  spedes  of 
but  that  they  all  offer  points  of  resemblance,  animals — dogs,  cats,  hedgehogs,  rabbits, 
like  (as  I  observed  before)  the -different  Guinea  pigs,  and  squirrels.  It  seems  that 
members  of  a  large  fimuly,  of  which  the  there  are  horses  that  cannot  hoeki  although 
indivtdtiala  have  the  same  general  cast  of  theymakegoodprogrsssenon^inastraight- 
featuies,  and  yet  preaerve  each  his  particular  forward  direction.  Now  Magendie  says  tiiat 
identity.  he  has  opened  the  heads  of  such  horses ;  and 

I  advert  to  these  odd  forms  of  disease  haa  always  found,  in  the  lateral  ventricles  of 

with  the  view  of  directing  your  attention  to  their  brain,  a  collection  of  water,  which  must 

such  of  them  as  may  come  in  your  way.  have  compressed  and  even  disorganized  the 

We  are  yet  terribly  in  the  dark  about  morbid  corpora  striata.    It  haa  ftirdier  been  found, 

affections  of  the  nerves,  both  organic  and  by  the  same  experimenter  and  by  others,  that 

ftmctional.      Hereafter  a  medical  Newton  certain  injuriesofthecerebeUumcauseanimala 

will  arise,  and  reduce  all  these  apparently  to  move  backwards  contrary  to  tfaeirwill;  if 

complicated  phienomena  to  some    simple  the  tail  of  the  animal  so  mutilated  be  pinched, 

law.     At  present  all  that  we  can  do  is  to  he  still  perrists  in  his  retrograde  course, 

collect  and,  as  ihr  aa  we  may,  to  arrange  Injuriea  of  the  medulla  oblongata  had  the 

focts,  in    the  hope  that    at  length  some  same  effect :  pigeons  into  which  he  forced  a 

better  light  will  be  shed  upon  the  sub-  pin  through  tluit  part,  constantly  receded 

ject.    And  it  must  be  observed  that  some  for  more  than  a  month,  and  even  jCno  back- 

of  the  modem  researches  into  physiology  wards.    A  section  of  the  medulla  oblongatB, 

do  throw  a  little  glimmering  of  illumination  where  it  ^>proaclie8  the  anterior  pyramid, 

into  these  dark  comers  of  pathology.  gives  rise  to  a  movement  in  a  drde,  like 

In  certain  of  M.  Magenidie's  experiments  that  of  a  horse  in  a  mill :  the  animal,  in  its 

on  animals  the  following  curious  focts  were  walk  or  its  flight,  bearing  round  oontlnuaUy 

ascertained : — When  a  vertical  section  of  to  the  injured  side.    Surely  we  have,  in  these 

the  cerebellum  of  a  rabbit  was  made,  leaving  focts,  supplied  by  experiments  on  living 

one-fourth  of  the  whole  adhering  to  the  animals,  and  by  observation  of  the  phseno- 

crus  of  the  right  side,  and  three-fourths  to  mena  <^  disease  in  the  living  human  body, 

the  left,  tiie  animal  rolled  over  and  over  some  of  the  materiaU  for  a  more  exact 

incessantly,  turning  itsdf  towards  the  injured  knowledge,  both  of  the  physiolbgy  and  of 

side.     The    same    phoenomenon  occurred  the  pathology  of  the  nervoua  system,  than 

upon  the  division  of   the  cms  cerebeUi.  we  have  yet  readied.    M.  Magendie  sup- 

llie  animal  lived  for  eight  days,  and  con-  poses  that  different  portions  of  the  encephalon 

tinned  during  the  whole  of  that  time  to  re-  are  endowed  with  energies  wfaidi  tend  to 

volve  upon  its  long  axis,  unless  stopped  by  cause  motion  in  various  directions ;  that  in 

coming  in  contact  with  someobstade.    How  the  healthy  state  these  balance  eadi  other, 
like  is  this  to  the  symptoms  exhibited  at  one '  and  that  a  preponderating  impulse  can  be 

period  in  the  girl  whose  case  is  rdated  by  given  to  any  one  of  these  forces  by  the  will ; 

Dr.  Wcttsl      Nor  is  Dr.  Watta'  ease  a  but  that  when  the  equilibfhmi  is  dertrojed 

dngular    one :    M.  Serres  has   described  by  disease,  the  will  is  not   sufficient   to 

another  much  like  it.    A  shoemaker,  68  eouatenet  the  tendendes  which  are  than 
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brought  into  play.    Mr.  Mayo  oflfers  a  dif-    tacked;  and,  I  belkve,  a  few  of  tbaa 
fenent  explanation  of  the  phniomena.     He    hone-ponded|  by  way  of  esample.     With 


mqipOKi  that  the  ii^nries  inflicted  on  the  respect  to  the  solitary  instances  of  perrertcd 

nerrons  matter  produce  a  sensation  analo*  locomotion,  onr  business  must  be  to  correct 

gons  to  vertigo ;  and  that  the  snimal  con*  whatever  is  wrong  in  the  sts^te  of  thebowela; 

oeiTes  itself  either  to  be  hurried  forward,  in  women,  to  amend  the  disordered  uterine 

and  makes  an  exertion  to  repel  the  imaginary  functions;  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the 

force ;  or  to  be  moving  backward,  or  turn-  system  generally :  and,  in  addition  to  the 

ing  round  in  one  direction,  and  endeavours  measures  proper  to  effect  these  objects,    I 

to  correct  this  by  moving  the  corresponding  suspect  that  the  cold  sousing  would  in  many 

muscles.    Whatever  may  be  the  true  expla-  oases  be  found  of  most  material  service. 
,  nation,  the  fects  themselves  are  abundantly 

curious  and  interesting,  and  I  recommend 

them  to  your  attention. 

Some  of  the  affections  that  I  have  been  ^^ 

'  describing,  feU,  p«*a|)s,  under  ttie  category  CKRTAIN  PHYSIOLOGICAL  INFERENCES 
of  those  to  which  the  appellation  of  the 

Uapmif  agut  has  been  given  in  some  parts  which  may  bb  obawn  fbom  thb  stddt  or 
of  Scotland*    There  is  a  class  also  of  con- 
vulsive spasmodic  affections  which  resem-  THE  NERVES  OF  THE  EYEBALL, 
ble  epUepsy  on  the  one  hand,  and  chorea  on 
the  other,  or  rather  form  a  link  of  alliance  By  W.  P.  Auson,  M.D. 

between  the  two,  and  which  are  especially  Professor  of  the  Theoiy  of  Medicine,  UnhreraitT 

remarkable  for  thi&,  that  they  are  capable  of  of  Emnborgh 

being  propagated  by  that  kind  of  imitative  r/^     i  j  ^  «_            ...  i 

cwH^^TwUch  I  hare  Mvenl  time.  [Conctaded  from  i»g«  W.] 

spoken.   This  point  might  be  well  illustrated  .i.^ 
by  the  history  of  various  sects  of  religious 

enthusissts.     One  or  two  of  those  enthu-  III.  Let  us  next  attend  to  the  informa- 

siasts  have  apparently  at  first  worked  them-  tion  given  by  the  study  of  the  nerves  of  the 

selves  up  into  a  state  approaching  to  epi-  eye,  as  to  the  influence  and  use  of  the  gan- 

lepsy,   accompanied    even    by  insensibility  glia  of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  of  which  it  is 

sometimes;   and  then  this  state  has  been  generally  admitted  that  the  ciliary  ganglion, 

communicated  by  sympathy  to  the   more  ftimishing  the  dlisry  nerves,  and  through 

susceptible  of  their  auditors.     I  must  not  which  the  iris  is  moved,  is  a  specimen  and 

however  go  into  sny  farther  detsils  on  this  representative. 

subject ;  snd  perhaps  I  have  prosecuted  it  On  this  subject  there  has  been  mudi  dia- 
too  far  already :  tiiose  among  you  who  are  cussion  at  different  times,  which  may  be  set 
inclined  to  pursue  it  ftulher  may  find  some  aside  ss  irrelevant  or  hypothetical^  because 
eniious  accounts  of  an  epidemic  which  oc-  proceeding  on  the  supposition,  that  part  of 
curred  in  Lsnarkshire,  under  the  head  of  the  office  of  the  sympathetio,  as  of  other 
the  ''  Converrions  of  Cambnslang,"  in  Sir  nerves,  is  to  give  the  vital  power  or  energy 
John  Sinclair's  StoHHieal  Aeeauni  qf  8coU  to  the  muscles  it  supplies.  It  has  always 
loiul;  andinoneof  the  early  volumes  of  the  seemed  to  me  extremely  improbable,  that 
Edinburgh  Medical  tmd  Surgieai  Jtmmaif  any  one  of  the  solid  textures  of  the  living 
Dr.  Robertson  hss  described,  in  an  inaugural  body  should  have  for  its  office  to  give  to  amg 
dissertation  De  Chor^  Saneii  Viti,  a  simi-  other  the  power  of  taking  on  any  vital  ac- 
lar  epidemic,  which  occurred  in  the  states  of  tion  ;  and  that  the  only  doctrine  on  this 
Tenessee  and  Kentucky,  in  the  western  dis-  subject  which  involves  no  hypothesis,  is  that 
tricts  of  America.  This  also  is  referred  to  of  Haller,  who  regarded  every  part  of  the 
in  the  same  volume  of  the  journal.  Among  body  which  is  endowed  with  irritability,  as 
other  things  Dr.  Robertson  says,  that  while  possessing  that  property  in  itself,  but  pub- 
extravagant  sounds,  and  actions,  and  gesti-  iect  to  excitement  and  to  control,  of  one 
cnlations,  were  in  the  first  instance  wilful,  kind  or  another,  irom  the  nervous  system ; 
the  actors  **  at  length,  to  their  own  sstonish-  and  the  nervous  system  as  exercising  thajt 
ment,  and  the  diversion  of  many  of  the  spec-  control  chiefly,  and  in  the  natural  and 
tatora,  continued  to  act  from  ntcemtg  the  healthy  state  probably  only,  in  so  for  as  it  is 
curious  diaracter  which  they  had  oommoiced  the  seat  and  the  instrument  of  mental  acts, 
from  ehoieo.*'  I  will  only  remark  farther  of  This  doctrine,  excluding  the  larger  masses 
■och  forms  of  nervous  disease,  that  as  th^  of  the  nervous  system  from  all  share  in  be« 
spring  often  from  moral  causes,  so  they  ad-  stowing  the  property  of  irritability  or  vital 
mit,  in  a  grsat  degree,  of  moral  renkedies.  eneigy  on  muscles,  has  received,  as  it  seems 
The  pranks  played  l^the  Scotch  enthusiasts  to  me,  the  only  confirmation  of  which,  in 
were  brought  to  an  end  by  threatening  to  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  stood 
duck  every  one  who  shonld  thereafter  be  at-  in  need,  from  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Rdd, 
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which  were  ]M  before  the  Brituh  AMoeia-  mind  from  acdng  on  the  muscles  which 

tion  in  1834,  and  hsTe  since  been  repeated  have  their  nerves  only  through  them, 
on  wsrm-blooded  as  well  as  cold-blooded        A  decided  opinion  is  given  against  thia 

animals.     These  experiments  prove,  that  supposition,  both  by  Miiller  and  by  his  very 

after  the  irritability  of  muscles  has  been,  as  intelligent  translator  Dr.  Baly.    The  reason 

nearly  as  possible,  extinguished  by  irritation,  given  by  Muller  is  this,  thiut  as  we  know 

it  is  perfectly  recovered  by  rest,  notwith-  from  the  experiment  formerly  mentioned  of 

standing  that  all  their  connections  with  the  forcibly  acting  on  the  muscles  of  the  eye- 

brain  and  spinal  cord  have  been  cut.  bail,  and  thereby  causing  contraction  of  the 

There  is,  however,  nothing  hypothetical  iris,  that  a  motor  influence  can  traverse  the 

or  visionary  in  the  assertion  as  to    the  ciliary  ganglion,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 

nerves,  that  "  Soli  in  corpore,  mentis  sunt  that  a  vohtntary  motor  influence  should  be 

ministri ;"  and,  therefore,  when  we  observe  arrested  in  it,  if  really  brought  to  it.     He 

that  all  the  great  organs  of  involuntary  mo-  considers  it,  therefore,  more  probable,  that 

tioo,  and  among  others  the  iris,  have  nerves  the  fibres  of  the  "sympathetic,  at  their  origin 

which  have  passed  through  ganglia,  and  in  the  spinal  cord  and  brain,  are  not  in  com* 

when  we  remember  that  all  those  organs  are  munication  with  the  souros  of  the  voluntary 

beyond  the  power  of  the  wt'/l,  but  are  pecu-  influence ;"  t.  «/  that  they  are  not  set  on 

liarly  liable  to  control  from  certain  Invo/im-  the  fibres  by  which  the  will  acts  downwards 

toTjf  acts  of  mind,  particularly  from  sensa-  from    the    source    of    voluntary    power ; 

tions  and  emotions,    our  business    is    to  to  which  Dr.  Baly  adds,  that  to  suppose 

inquire  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  the  the    admixtures    of    other   fibres    in    the 

structure  of  those  parts  of  the  nervous  sys-  sympathetic  to  have  the  effect  of  removing 

tern  which  can  be  supposed  to  unfit  them  the  motor  cerebro-spinal  nerves  from  the 

for  the  one  of  those  offices,  and  fit  them  for  action  of  the  will,  is  in  opposition  to  one 

the  other.    And  if  we  keep  steadily  in  mind  of  the  fundamental  principles  in  physiology, 

this  precise  object  of  our  inquiries,  we  shall  that  of  the  course  and  influence  of  nerves 

find  the  subject  less  obscure  and  intricate  in  their  "  peripheral  part,"  t.  e.  at  a  distance 

than  it  has  often  been  thought.  from  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  being  tMii- 

When  it  is  stated  that  the  nerves  which  to/ecf, — i.  e.  admitting  of  no  admixture  or 

pass  through  the  ciliary  ganglion  supply  the  transference  of  power  from  one  filament  to 

only  muscle  in  the  eyeball,  the  actions  of  another.  Tliese  authors,  therefore,  regard  the 

which  are  truly  involuntary,— that  all  the  ciliary  nerves  as  beyond  the  influence  of  the 

truly  involuntary  muscles  of  the  body  have  will,  by  reason  of  the  mode  of  their  origin, 

in  l&e  manner  nerves  which  pass  through  not  of  their  passing  through  the  ciliary 

ganglia, — and,  iiulher,  that  all  these  ganglia  ganglion. 

appear,  fh>m  the  most  recent  and  careful        But,  on  the   other  hand,  if  we  attend 

examination,  to  be,  like  the  ciliary  ganglion,  to  the  experiment  insisted  on  by  Miiller, 

formed  of  iUaments  both  frtrai  the  motor  we  shall  see  that  its  result  is  not  correctly 

and  sensitive  nerves,    it  is  impossible  to  stated    by  his  expression,    that  it    shews 

doubt  that  much  of  what  can  be  ascertained  that  a  motor  influence  can  be  transmitted 

as  to  the  office  of  this  ganglion  in  the  eye  through  a  ganglion,    and    therefore  gives 

must  be  truly  applicsble  to  the  other  gan-  us  reason  to  presume    that  sn   effort  of 

glia  supplying  involuntary  muscles  in  the  volition  could  traverse  the  ganglion  also, 

body.  if  really  carried    to  it.    When  the  third 

If  we  were  to  assert,  however,  that  all  nerve  transmits  an  effort   of    volition  to 

nerves  whidi  excite  involuntary  movements  the  muscles    of  the    eyeball,  and  at  the 

in  the  budy,  in  obedience  to  sensation  or  same  time  causes  contraction  of  the  pupil, 

emotion,  are  ganglionic  nerves,  or  that  it  is  it  is  plain  that  the  influence  which  affects 

tiirough   ganglia  only  that  these  involun-  the  iris  has  originated  in  the   "source  of 

tary  acts  of  mind  affect  the  body,  we  shali  voluntary  influence"  in  the  brain, — ^that  is, 

be  immediately  met  by  various  examples  of  notonlyamotor  influence,  but  one  consequent 

sensations  (or  the  nervous  actions  which  at-  on  a  voluntary  effort,  which  has  traversed  the 

tend  sensations)  certainly  exciting   move-  ciliary  ganglion.    The  ganglion  has  not  pre- 

ments  through  motor  nerves  destitute  of  vented  the  influence  of  volition  fh>m  acting 

ganglia.    Of  this  the  portio  dura  end  phrenic  on  the  nerves  and  muscular  fibres  which  it 

nerve  furnish  sufficient  examples.  supplies,  although  the  will  has  no  pow^  of 

But  setting  aside  the  supposition  that  the  rc^gukling  the  movement  of  these  fibres  ;  and 
ganglia  are  necessary  to  enable  the  involun-  this  being  so,  Idonot  see  how  it  can  be  denied 
tary  affections  of  mind  to  act  on  the  muscles,  that  it  has  modified,  in  one  wsy  or  other,  tlie 
let  us  inquire  how  fSur  the  opinion  long  sgo  endowmentsof  thenervesenteringit ;  render- 
stated  by  Dr.  Johnston  and  others  is  correct,  ing  them  incapable,  not  of  transmitting  the 
-*that  Uie  ganglia  intercept  the  influaioe  of  influence  of  the  volition,  but  of  obeying  any 
the  will,— -prevent    the  voluntary  acta  of  specific  efforts  of  the  will. 
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In  fkct,  if  it  wore  in  ooueqiieiDoe  of  thtir  on  what  has  been  add  of  the  importanee  oC 

roots  having  no  conneetian  with  the  motor  the  reaoldng  and  guiding  aanaalions,  in  in- 

portionof&e  brain  and  spinal  cord,  that  the  tuiating  and  dirieiimg  the  efforts  oC  A0 

ganglionic  nerves  in  the  eje  or  elsewhere  will,  we  shall  easily  perceive  diat  the  want 

are  not  obedient  to  the  will,  and  if  the  nerves  of  any  such  sensations  in  the  present  oaaey  ia 

underwent  no  change  of  endowment  in  the  sufficient  to  explain  the  inefficiency  of  volim- 

ganglia,  we  do  not  see  why  the  motor  nerves  tary  efforts  over  those  muscles.    These  seem 

of  Uie  involuntary  muscles  (e.  g,  the  motor  to  be  results  of  the  degree  pf  intennix- 

filaments  of  the  ciliary  nerves)  should  pass  ture  of  the  motor  and  aensitive  fiJamwits 

through  ganglia  at  all ;  they  would  be  fitted  (with  the  interposition    of   grey  mattor), 

for  tlwir  fum^on  merely  by  their  mode  of  which  takes  place  in  the  ganglia,  instead  of 

origin.  "  taking  place  at  the  eartremitiea  of  the  nervooa 

Nor  does  it  seem  to  me  difficult  to  define  filaments  in  the  muscular  fibrea  themaelvea. 
a  little  more  precisely  the  modes  in  which.        It  is  very  well  worthy  of  notice  that  there 

in  this  as  in  other  instances,  byvthe  connec-  is  one  action  of  the  eye,  in  which  the  ciliaiy 

tion  established  in  every  one  of  the  ganglia  nerves   are   essentially  oonoemed,  and  in 

of  the  sympathetic  between  motor  filiunents  which  there  is  a  distinct  renUiinp  wiuatiom 

firom  the  anterior,  and  sensitive  filaments  oonssquent  on  their  action,  and  in  that  acticHi 

from  the  posterior,  oolunm  of  the  spinal  the  dUary  nerves  and  the  iris  may  be  said 

cord,  the  involuntary  muscles,  although  we  to  act  in  obedience  to  the  will :  I  mean  thni 

believe  them  to  be  supplied  with  motor  still  mysterious  effort,  whereby  the  eye  in- 

nerves  through  the  ganglia,  are  withdrawn  creases  its  own  refracting  power,  ajDd  so 

from  the  power  of  the  will.  enables  the  rays  from  an  object  brooi^ 

I.  Even  if  we  implicitly  rely  on  the  gradually  nearer  it,  to  form  a  distinct  image 
experiments  of  Yslentin  and  others  in  Ger-  on  the  retina,  and  excite  a  distinct  sensation 
many,  tending  to  correct  the  previous  state-  in  the  mind ;  which  effort  is  uniformly  ooin- 
ments  of  Haller,  Bichat,  Wilson  Philip,  ddent  with  a  gradual  contraction  of  the 
Mayo,  and  many  others,  and  to  shew  that  pupil.  Here  an  effort  of  volition  is  made  in 
all  the  involuntary  muscles  may,  under  oer-  the  direction  of  the  eye,  and  the  oontinned 
tain  circumstances,  be  excited  by  physical  gratification  of  the  sense,  resulting  from  that 
irritations  applied  to  their  nerves*, — ^yet  I  effort,  in  so  iar  as  it  aifects  the  refractive 
think  it  cannot  be  doubted  (from  the  negative  power,  seems  to  act  the  same  part  there,  as 
result  of  so  many  experiments  made  pre-  the  gratification  of  the  sensations  in  the 
viously  by  so  many  experienced  physiologists)  chest,  in  regulating  the  contractions  of  the 
that  the  power  of  the  motor  nerves  to  excite  muscles  of  respiration, 
muscular  contraction  is  greatly  diminUhed  However,  I  am  aware  that  objectiona  may 
bypassing  through  gangUa.  The  contrac-  be  stated  to  theae  speculations;  and  probably 
tioiis,  so  excited  in  involuntary  muscles  in  it  is  wiser  to  rest  at  present  on  the  general 
these  experiments,  have  followed  irritation  inference,  dedudble  from  a  oompariaon  of 
above  the  ganglia,  or  even  in  the  central  the  ganglionic  nerves  of  the  eye  and  of  other 
masses,  mudi  more  surely  than  in  the  nerves  parts,  that  when  the  sensitive  and  motor 
hehw  the  ganglia ;  and  their  force,  and  the  filaments  which  connect  a  muscle  with  the 
certainty  with  which  they  can  be  produced,  spinal  cord  meet  in  a  gangUon  before  reach- 
are  certainly  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  ing  the  cord,  their  endowments  are  ao  fro* 
contractions  excited  by  similar  means  through  modified  that  the  sensations  thoioe  resulting 
nerves  not  ganglionic,  i.  e.  voluntary  muscles,  are  rendered  less  precise ;  that  the  efforts  of 

2.  The  vital  agency  of  the  eenHHve  nerves  the  will  cannot  be  insulated  on  audi  a  mua- 
passing  through  the  gangUa  seems  also  to  be  de,  and,  therefore,  althou^  capable  of  htaa^ 
much  modified;  they  tertainly  do  not  show  influenced  by  the  will,  it  is  truly  involuntary, 
on  irritation,  when  in  the  natural  state.  But  it  is  obviously  part  of  the  design  of 
nearly  ss  much  sensibility  as  other  nerves ;  nature,  in  the  construction  of  the  ganglionio 
and  their  grand  peculiarity  seems  to  be,  that  nerves,  not  only  that  they  should  withdraw 
although  supplying  the  musculsr  fibres,  th^  the  musdes  they  supply  firom  the  dominion 
are  incapable  of  transmittiDg  thoae  muacular  of  the  wiU,  but  likewise  that  tiiey  should 
sensations  by  which,  m  the  case  of  the  fiunlitate  and  increase  upon  them  the  power 
voluntary  musdes,  we  are  continually  in-  of  what  I  have  elsewhere  called  sensorial 
formed  of  the  contractions  we  exdte.  Al-  influence,  i.  s.  the  influence  attending  or 
though  the  study  of  the  eye  teachea  us  that  resulting  from  sensations  and  emotions  of 
the  influence  of  volition  can  traverse  a  gang-  mind,  wluch  we  know  to  originate,  or  to  be 
lion,  yet  in  no  one  instance  in  the  body  is  exdted  exdusivdy,  in  the  larger  masses  of 
this  influence  fiii  to  be  exerted  on  musdes  the  nervous  system,  and  to  act  with  peculiar 
placed  beyond  ganglia.  And  when  we  reflect  power  on  musdes  and  other  organs  which 
1  have  their  nerves  through  the  gsi^ia.  Here 

♦  See  Valentin  De  Functionibus  Nervorum,  "^  ^^  '^^  ^  ^  ^^  ^i***  ^  ""Portant 

ftc.  p.  68.  information. 


DRAWN  FROM  THE  STUDY  OF  THE  NERVES  OF  THE  EYEBALL.    413 

Tlie  ordiDBry  action  of  the  iris,  iii  obe-  the  indirect  influence  of  the  rolontaty  efforts 

dienoe  to  the  stimQlns  of  light,  ii  oertainlj  transmitted  throngh  them  in  a  less  degree  of 

effected  by  a  reflex  action,  in  which  the  intensity. 

optic  nerve,  the  corpora  quadrigemina,  and        But  it  is  very  importsnt,  in  reference  to 

the  third  nenre,  are  concerned,  and  whicJi  has  the  use  of  the  ganglionic  nenres,  to  observe, 

been  fully  illustrated  by  the  experiments  of  that  the  moYcment  of  the  iris  is  capable  of 

Mayo,  Flourens,  Valentin,  and  others.  That  being  effected,  not  only  through  the  third 

the  peculiar  eenaation  of  light,  excited  by  nerve,  but  likewise  through  the  fifth  nerve 

tiie  impressicm  on  the  corpora  quadrigemina,  and  the  sympatiietic,  i.~v.  by  all  the  filaments 

not  only  attends  the  action  but  regulates  its  which  form  part  of  the  composition  of  the 

degree,  is  at  least  highly  probable ;  although  ciliary  ganglion.    I  shall  not  enter  on  the 

it  is  right  to  admit,  that  the  action  occurs  observations  which  have  been  made  on  the 

occasionally  in  cases  of  amaurosis,  where  the  differences  observed  in  different  muscles  in 

patient  expresses  himself  as  conscious  of  no  this  respect ;    nor  on  the  speculations  of 

sensation ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  some  German  physiologists  as  to  the  mode 

so  good  evidence  of  the  necessary  interposi-  of  action,  particularly  of  the  sympathetic, 

tion  of  mental  changes  in  this  action,  per-  on  the  iris ;  but  only  observe  that  the  effect 

formed  by  an  invohmtsry  muscle,  as  in  the  chiefly  observed  from  the  section  of  both 

cases  where  selected  and  regulated  contrac-  these  nerves  on  the  iris,  is  a  gradual  and 

tions  of  voluntary  muscles  are  excited  by  permanent  contraction  of  the  pupil.    The 

the  reflex  function  of  the  cord,  as,  e.  g.  in  influence  of  both  these  nerves  on  the  iris  is 

the  contraction  of  the  orbicularis  oculi  and  therefore  strictiy  analogous  to  the  kind  of 

of  this  muscle  cmly,  effected  through  the  influence  observed  in  experiments  on  animals, 

seventh  nerve,  on  the  same  sensation  being  from  injury  of  different  parts  of  the  nervous 

felt.  system,  or  the  sympathetic  nerve,  on  other 

As  the  third  nerve  appears  to  have  roots  involuntary  muscles,  consisting,  as  Milller 

in  the  posterior  as  well  as  anterior  portion  states,  '<  either  in  enduring  contractions,  or 

of  the  cms  cerebri,  it  is  certainly  quite  pos-  in    a    long-continued  modification  of  the 

sible  that  these  of  its  filaments  which  enter  ordinary  ihjrthmic  action  of  the  oigan ;''  a 

the  lenticular  ganglion  are  set  on  sensitive,  change,  e.  p.  in  the  number  and  rapidity  of 

not  on  motor  portions  of  the  oerebro-spinal  the  l^ts  of  the  heart,  or  of  the  peristaltic 

axis ;   but  if  so,  the  observations  already  movements  of  the  intestines ;  in  short,  as 

mkde  show  that  they  are  capable  of  being  Haller  long  ago  expressed  it,  a  change  of  the 

excited  by  an  influence  acting  downwards  property  of  irritability  itself,  as  resident  in  > 

from  the  strictiy  motor  portions.  these  muscular  organs. 

Hie  indirect  and  probably  modified  in-  Now,  when  we  vpplj  these  observations 
fluence,  resulting  from  volition,  and  trans-  generally,  to  the  living  actions  of  those  mus- 
mitted  through  the  ganglia  to  the  involuntary  cles  which  have  their  nerves  from  the  sym- 
musdes,  and  of  which  we  have  this  unequi-  pathetic,  I  think  we  can  be  at  no  loss  as  to 
vocal  example  in  the  eye,  is  in  itself  in  all  the  use  of  great  part,  at  least,,  of  the  struc- 
probability  an  important  part  of  the  design  ture  of  thjs  part  of  the  nervous  system. 
of  nature  in  the  construction  of  tiie  sympa-  These  nerves  place  the  organs  which  they 
thetic  nerve  and  its  ganglia.  I  perfectly  agree  supply  in  connexion  with,  tiie  whole  extent 
with  MiiUer  that  it  is  in  this  way  only  that  of  tiie  cerebro-spinal  axis :  we  know,  from 
the  effect  of  muscular  exercise  on  the  action  the  observations  now  stated  as  to  the  iris, 
of  the  heart,  and  much  of  the  beneficial  that  an  influence  may  be  transmitted  to 
strengthening  effect  of  exercise,  is  to  be  ex-  these  organs  through  any  of  the  nerves  en- 
plained  ;  and  this  indirect  influence  of  tering  any  one  of  the  ganglia;  we  know, 
voluntary  muscular  exertion  on  the  heart  is  from  such  experiments  as  those  of  Le  GaUois 
obviously  important,  as  keeping  its  actions  and  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  as  well  as  from  the 
in  unison  witii  any  occasionally  required  in-  effects  of  injuries  on  &e  human  body,  that 
crease  of  voluntary  muscular  exertion ;  and  injuries  acting  on  any  Urge  portions  of  the 
so  enabling  us  to  keep  up  exertions  which  brain  or  spinal  cord,  affect  the  heart  at  least, 
must  otherwise  have  failed.  And  a  slighter  if  not  other  of  these  organs,  nearly  alike ; 
degree  of  the  saiAe  indirect  influence  of  ex-  we  know  that,  in  the  natural  state,  all  these 
ercise  is  seen  in  the  movements  of  the  organs  are  peculiarly  under  the  control  of 
stomach  and  intestines,  which  become  to  a  what  I  have  called  atiuorial  inftuenctf  L  e. 
certain  degree  torpid  firom  inactivity  of  the  an  influence  resulting  from  those  changes  in 
voluntary  muscles.  For  this  slighter  agency  the  nervous  system  which  attend  intense 
of  voluntary  exertion  on  the  moving  organs  sensations  and  emotions  of  mind ;  we  know, 
supplied  by  the  splanchnic  nerves,  there  is  from  various  facts,  some  of  which  I  have 
probably  provision  made,  in  these  nerves  elsewhere  collected*,  that  this  sensorial  in- 
passing  through  a  greater  number  of  ganglia,  fluence,  although  often  originating  from  an 

before  they  reach  the  moving  fibres,  than — — - 

the  nerves  of  the"*  heart,  and  therefore  having  •  Outlines  pf  Pbysiology,  p.  SIMU 
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impression  msde  on  a  single  point,  extends  It  Ins  been  long  known  -tiiat  the  laerymsl 

itself  n^idly  in  different  directions  through  gland  is  supplied  so  completely  by  the  fifth 

the  nervous  matter,  and  that  it  can  cross  nenre,  that  it  must  be  throogh  a  branch  of  this 

from  the  sensittve  portions  of  the  neryous  nerve,  almost  exclusively,  that  the  passions 

matter  to  the  motor  portions,  probably  at  of  the  mind,  or  the  sensation  of  pain  excited 

any  part  of  the  spinal  cord.    The  effect  of  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  must  produce 

any  arrangement  which  brings  a  particular  their  effects  on  the  flow  o^  tears ;  and  the 

muscle    into    communication    with    many  experiments  of  Magendie,  in  which  inflam- 

points  of  the  cord,  must  be  still  more  decided  mation  and  ulceration  of  the  conjunctiva  and 

in  regard  to  this  sensorial  influence,  than  as  cornea,  and  ultimate  ooUapasof  the  eye,  Ibi* 

to  the  influence  of  volition  as  affected  by  a  lowed  section  of  this  nerve,  and  amne  eaaea 

plexus.     -The  purpose  of   the    multiplied  presenting  the  same  series  of  phenomena  ia 

origins  of  the  spinal  accessory  nerve,  whidi  the  human  body  (of  which  I  have  mysdf 

appears,  from  the  experiments  of  Valentin  seen  two),  have  shewn  that  the  nutrition  of 

and  others,   to  transmit  an  influence  to  a  the  whole  eyebtdl,  and  especially  the  secre- 

greater  number  of  nerves,  connected  with  tion  of  mucus  on  the  conjunctiva,  are  under 

the  cervical  plexus,  than  had  been  formerly  the  control  of  this  nerve.     It  u  hardly  ne* 

suspected,   and  therefore  to  be  essentially  cesaary  to  say,  that  the  common  expreasioa 

concerned  in  many  complex  actions  conse-  of  this  nerve  **  presiding  over  these  func- 

quent  on  sensation  and  emotion,   is  thus  tions,"  is  vague  and  unsatis&ctory;  but  that 

easily  understood.      Some  observations  al-  it  is  the  nerve  destined  to  affect  these  fbne- 

ready  published  by  Dr.  Reid,   shew  more  tions,  in  the  way  in  which  nature  intends 

precisely  that  in  Uie  case  of  the  heart,  just  them  to  be  affected  by  changes  in  the  ncr- 

as  in  the  case  of  the  iris,  the  sensorial  in-  vous  system,  is  sufficiently  obvious,  and  ia 

fluence,  or  one  exactly  similar  to  it,  affecting  another  general  principle  derived  from  obaer- 

the  contractile  power  of  the  muscle,  may  be  vations  on  the  eye,  and  manifiestly  applicable 

transmitted  through  different  nerves  entering  to  the  nerves  of  common  sensation  all  over 

the  ganglia,  and  so  passing  to  the  muscles ;  the  body.     I  have  fbrmerly  stated  a  conjee- 

for  he  found  that  a  violent  blow  on  the  head  ture,  which  I  still  think  the  most  probable 

influenced  the  actions  of  the  heart  much  explanation  of  the  inflammation  excited  by 

less,  when  the  sympathetic  and  par  vagum  disease  or  section  of  this  nerve,  vis.  that  the 

were  cut  in  the  neck,  than  when  these  nerves  sensitive  nerve,  which  Sir  C.  Bell  has  well 

were  entire,  shewing  that  a  part  of  that  in-  denominated  the  "  guard  of  the  organ," 

fluence  passes  through  these  nerves ;  and  on  having  thus  lost  its  power,  the  irritations 

the  other  hand,   he  found  that  when  an  which,  in  the  natural  rtate,  are  applied  to 

animal  in  which  these  nerves  had  been  cut  the  mucous  membrane,   and  by  an  action 

waa  under  the  impression  of  fear,  its  heart's  there,  attended  with  sensation,  determine  a 

actions  were  quickened  nearly  in  the  usual  suflldent  flow  of  the  natural  protecting  mu- 

way ;  shewing  that  another  part  of  that  in-  cus,  now  lose  their  effect,  and  the  membrane 

fluence  must  .pass  through  other  nerves.    It  is  reduced  nearly  to  the  condition  of  a  serous 

seems  impossible  to  miss  the  conclusion,  membrane,  and  inflames  (as  aU  aerous  mem- 

that  the  arrangements  and  the  oommunica-  branes  do)  merely  from  the  contact  of  the 

tions  to  those  gsnglionic  nerves  are  designed  air. 

and    adapted,    according   to   the  laws    of  This  influence  of  sensitive  nerves  and  of 

nervous  action, — ^while  they  intercept  the  sensations,  and  this  consequence  of  the  want 

direct  influence  of  the  will, — ^to  multiply  of  such  influence,  I  take  to  be  an  important 

and  concentrate,  on  all  the   organs  they  point  in  the  physiology  of  other  mucooa 

supply,   that  equally  certain,  equally  im-  membranes  as  well  as  this ;  but  we  aie  moi« 

portant,  and  more  varied  and  extended  in-  immediately  concerned  widi  the  question,  in 

fluence  which  results  irom  sensations  and  what  manner  the  fifth  nerve  is  quslified  for 

emotions  of  mind.    And  I  think  it  appears  transmitting  downwards  the  effect  iriiich  afln<« 

clearly,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  these  sations,  even  in  distsnt  parts  i^  the  body, 

are  objects  which  the  arrangements  of  this  and  emotions  or  passioM  of  the  mind,  have 

part  of  the  nervous  system  must  necessarily  on  the  circulation  through  the  eye,  and  on 

be  so  disposed  as  to  secure.  all  its  secretions. 

Theuistanceofthelacryma]gland,andof 

ly.  The  last  question  which  I  shall  here  the  mamma,  (which,  according  to  the  direc- 

oonsider  as  elucidated  by  what  we  observe  in  tions  of  Miiller,  has  its  nerves  merely  ttom 

the  eye,  relates  to  the  mode  of  transmission  the  interoostals,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  sym- 

of  that  sensorial  influence,  resultmg,  in  the  pathetic),  are  enough  to  shew,  that  the  moat 

natural  state,  from  mental  sensations  and  intense  agency  of  mental  emotion  may  take 

emotions,  which  affect  the  organic  functions  place  through  the  nerves  of  common 

of  nutrition  and  secretion,  and,  in  all  pro-  tion. 

bability,  the  vital  properties  and  compositi<m        I  think  Dr.  Marshall  HaU  has  good 

of  the  blood  itself,  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  fbr  the  opinion  which  be  hlu  stated,  that  aa 
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the  netrea  which  supply  most  of  the  internal  Urns  the  stady  of  the  nerves  of  the  eye- 
organs  of  secretion,  imd  of  organic  life  in  ball  enables  us,  I  think,  to  give  a  decided 
general,  are  ganglionic,  and  as  the  circula-  opinion  as  to  the  following  points ; — 
tion  in  the  eye  itself  is  liable  to  influence  1.  That  all  strictly  animal  muscular  move- 
from  section  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  as  ment  is  not  only  excited,  directly  or  indi- 
well  as  of  the  fifth,  it  is  probable  that  the  rectly,  by  sensations  producing  it,  but  is 
Gasserian  ganglion,  and  the  ganglia  on  the  continually  guided  and  regulated  by  senaa- 
sensitive  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  generally,  tions  which  succeed  and  result  from  it. 
must  be  designed  /or  the  influence  of  these  2.  That  it  is  the  province  of  these  result- 
nerves  on  secretion  and  nutrition,  not  for  ing  sensations,  eommeneing  or  antieipaied, 
their  functions  in  regard  to  sensation  ;  but  to  determine  on  individual  muscles  the  influ- 
it  seems  to  me  much  more  doubtful  whether  enoe  of  the  will ;  and  where  distinct  animal 
Miiller  is  right  in  his  conjecture  that  the  movements  are  always  consentient,  it  is  be- 
ffrey  matter  of  the  ganglia,  and  the  grey  cause  the  sensations  thus  guiding  them  are 
fibres  passing  from  them  along  the  nerves,  the  same. 

are  the  parts  of  the  nervous  system  designed  3.  That  neither  the  connections  of  nervei 
exclusively  to  aifect  the  organic  ftmctions  of  at  their  roots  (so  far  as  anatomy  has  detected 
secretion  and  nutrition.  There  are  no  ex-  them),  nor  the  plexuses  which  they  form  in 
periments  to  shew,  any  such  peculiar  power  their  course,  can  be  assigned  as  the  cause  of 
in  the  grey  matter  of  the  nervous  system ;  consentience  of  their  movements,  or  of  any 
and  I  can  state  one  fact  which  shews  une-  combinations  of  their  actions ;  but  that  the 
quivocally  that  if  it  is,  as  Miiller  supposes,  plexuses  of  nerves,  placing  both  the  sentient 
through  the  grey  matter  in  the  Gasserian  and  motor  nerves  of  the  muscles  of  the  ex- 
ganglion,  and  of  the  branches  of  the  sympa-  tremities  in  connection  with  a  large  varfatot 
thetic  which  communicate,  beyond  that  of  the  spinal  cord,  seem  to  be  dedgned  and 
ganglion,  with  the  fifth  nerve,  that  any  emo-  fitted  to  render  the  muscular  sensations  more 
tions  or  sensations  affect  the  secretions  of  distinct,  and  the  acts  of  the  will  more  ener- 
the  eye,  that  grey  matter  must  itself  be  acted  getic,  than  they  otherwise  would  hare  been, 
on  by  the  substance  of  the  fifth  nerve  behind  and  thereby  to  give  power,  facility,  and  pre- 
the  ganglion.  For  in  one  of  the  cases  of  dsion,  to  the  combinations  and  successions 
palsy,  affecting  the  fifth  nerve  on  one  side,  of  muscular  contractions  in  all  movements 
which  was  long  under  observation   in  the  of  the  limbs. 

clinical  ward,  it  was  quite  obvious  that  neither  4.  That  the  action  in  nervous  matter, 
emotions  of  mind,  nor  sensations  excited  in  which  is  excited  by  an  act  of  the  will,  can 
the  sound  nostril,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  traverse  a  ganglion,  but  is  never  felt  to  be 
body,  affected  the  eye  of  the  palsied  side,  exercised,  and  therefore  cannot  be  applied  to 
which,  although  inflamed,  remained  always  any  specific  object,  beyond  it,  apparently 
dry  when  the  other  was  suffused  on  such  because  of  a  modification  of  the  endowments, 
occasions.  Now,  in  this  case  it  was  ulti-  both  of  sensitive  and  motor  filaments  of 
mately  ascertained  by  dissection,  that  the  nerves,  where  they  are  subdivided  and  inter- 
diseased  (and  ultimately  wasted)  portion  of  mixed  with  the  grey  matter  of  a  ganglion, 
the  nerve  was  behind  the  Gasserian  ganglion,  5.  That  the  motor  filaments  of  nerves 
between  it  and  the  origin  on  the  cms  cere-  which  have  passed  through  ganglia  may  be 
belli,  from  which  it  appears  quite  certain  that  affected  by  changes  in  the  sensitive  as  well  as 
the  influence  of  mental  sensation  and  emotion  the  motor  filaments  which  enter  the  ganglia ; 
must  pass  downwards  through  this  portion  and  that  in  this  way,  probably,  the  influence 
of  the  nerve  (which  I  believe  hardly  contains  of  sensations  and  emotions  of  mind  (which 
any  grey  fibres)  on  its  way  from  the  senso-  must  be  transmitted  through  the  ganglia, 
rium  commune  to  the  eyeball.  because  it  affects  especially  muscles  which 
Whatever  may  be  the  use  of  the  grey  have  only  ganglionic  nerres),  is  conveyed 
matter  in  the  ganglia,  or  in  other  parts  of  from  many  parts  of  the  spinal  cord,  and 
the  nervous  system,  I  think  we  cannot  doubt  concentrated  on  the  muscles  of  organic  life, 
there  is  here  a  grand  exception  to  the  prin-  6.  Hat  the  influence  of  changes  in  the 
ciple  which  has  been  laid  down  by  several  nervous  system,  and  especially  of  such  as 
authors,  that  the  same  nerve  is  never  em-  accompany  sensations  and  emotions  of  mind, 
ployed  to  convey  impressions  upwards  to  on  the  capillary  circulation,  on  the  functions 
the  sensorinm  and  downwards  to  the  extre-  of  nutrition  and  secretion,  and  on  the  proper- 
mides  of  the  nerves.  At  least,  if  there  be  a  ties  of  the  blood,  may  be  transmitted  down- 
set  of  nerves  destined  solely  to  convey  the  wards  by  the  nerves  of  common  sensation, 
influence  of  sensation  and  emotion  down-  and  that  it  is  probably  with  a  view  to  this 
irards  to  the  organ  of  organic  life,  these  influence,  that  the  ganglia  are  fbrmed  on  the 
nerves  are  every  whare  bound  up  in  the  roots  of  those  nerves, 
same  sheath  with  the  nerves  of  common  sen-  ___^ 
■ation,  by  which  impressions  are  carried 
upward  to  the  brain. 
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ON  STAMMERING,  sncceeded  in  remoTin^  the  infirmity, 

or  has  been  attended  with  only  a  partial 

AKD  THB  MBTH0O8  FEOPOSaD  FOE  ITS  ^^^^      jjaving  jUSt  Said  th/t  thVope- 

KBifOYAi..  rations  are  not  generally  serious,  or 

Br  Edwin  Lbb,  Eso.  followed  by  unpleasant  consequences, 

[Concladed  from  p.  3S0.]  ^  of  course  do  not  include  that  of  Pro- 

""^  and  only  to  be  thought  of  in  extreme 
With  regard  to  the  methods  of  edu-  cases,  when  the  patient  is  willing  to 
cation,  the  object  of  which  is  to  regu-  run  the  risk;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
larise  the  respiration  and  the  action  of  many,  if  not  the  great  majority,  of  the 
the  different  parts  concerned  in  speech,  patients  so  operated  upon  would  have 
and  thus  bring  them  to  act  in  harmony  been  relievea  by  the  other  operations, 
together,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  are  It  has,  I  believe,  only  been  perfonned 
calculated  to  effect  the  i^^oval  of  the  once  in  this  country,  by  Mr.  Lucas 
complaint  in  a  large  proportion   of  after  the  failure  oi  the  other  opera- 
cases  ;  but  when  we  consider  tfie  length  tions — ^with  success ;  and  we  have  seen 
of  time  required,  the  subsequent  atten-  that  the  operation  by  the  ligature,  by 
tion  necessary  to  prevent  a  recurrence,  M.  Velpeau,  appeared  to  be  equally 
and  the  power  of  nabit,  we  cannot  feel  efficacious ;  though  this  also  is  a  pro- 
surprisea  that  many  persons  should  be  ceeding  by  no  means  to  be  recom- 
unwilling  to  have  recourse  to  them,  and  mended.    Indeed,  the'  hemorrhage  is 
that  relapses  should  frequently  occur ;  almost  always  profuse,  and  has  occa- 
for  the  statistical  accounts  of  teachers  sioned  the  death  of  one  patient,  a  medi- 
and  practitioners  of  these  methods  can-  cal  student.  Even  Professor  Dieffenbach 
not  uways  be  relied  upon,  on  account  speaks  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
of  the  difficulty  which  must  exist  in  recommend  its  adoption,  unless  by  very 
keeping  the  patients  in  view  for  a  suffi-  skilful  operators.    He  says,  "  The  im- 
cient  time  after  the  termination  of  the  portance  of  so  serious  an  operation,  the 
treatment ;  and  if  the  opinions  which  I  oangers  which  may  result  from  it,  the 
have  expressed  of  the  varieties  of  stam-  loss  of  the  tongue  by  mortification,  a 
merin^  be  correct,  there  are  obviously  too  abundant  suppuration,  or  even  the 
cases  m  which  these  means  would  be  unskilfulness  of  an  ^issistant,  which 
attended  with  no  advantageous  result,  may  cause  it  to  be  torn,  are  so  many 
though    all   are  undertaken  indiscri-  considerations  which  require  to  be  fully 
minately.    This  mode  of  treatment  I  taken  into  the   account,  and  which, 
should  conceive  most  likely  to  be  at-  joined  to  the  difficulty,  of  its  perform- 
tended  with  success   in   the  nervous  ance,  will  prevent  its  oeing  undertaken 
kind  of  stammer,  particularly  when  it  by  unskilful  operators."    The  cases  in 
has  arisen  from  imitation,  and  in  those  which  it  might  be  admissible,  and  most 
cases  where  there  exists  little  or  no  likely  to  be  attended  with  relief,  are 
physical  alterations  of  the  tongue  or  those  in  which  the  tongue  is  of  very 
throat :  but  even  in  these  it  will  fail  in  large  size,  which  imp^es   the   har- 
a  certain  proportion,  and  relapses  must  monious  action  of  this  organ  with  the 
not  unfrequently  occur :    so  that,  as  other  parts  concerned  in  speech, 
stammerers   have   now   other   means       The  division  of  the  genio-glossi  mus- 
within  their  reach  by  which  they  might  cles  or  of  the  frenum  and  sublingual 
frequently  be  relieved,  it  becomes  a  mucous  membrane,  on  either  sid^  is 
matter  of  choice  for  them  to  which  they  the  operation  which  I  have  seen  most 
would    prefer   having   recourse;    but  successful;  and  in  which  the  success  has 
"  rim  n*empieke  pas  rautre"  and  many  been  the  most  ])ermanent  in  bad  cases 
individuals  whom  treatment  has  failed  of  stammering.     I  consider  that  the 
to  relieve  may  still  be  cured  by  opera-  method  of  performing  it  by  the  mouth 
tions  which  are  not  particularly  senous,  is  preferable  to  the  subcutaneous  ope- 
and  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  entail  ration,  not  only  because  it  is  more 
no    unpleasant    consequences.      And  easy,  and  because  it  may  be  ascertained 
again,  in  some   of  those  who  have  with  the  finger  whether  all  the  fibres 
undergone  operations,  educational  me-  are  divided,  but  likewise  because  in  a 
thods  may  be  had  recourse  to  with  certain  number  of  cases  the  division  of 
advantage  when  the  operation  has  not  the  membrane  is  sufficient,  and  the 
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patient  is  spared  the  pain  and  incon-  the  nose,  and,  only  a  few  days  before, 

venience  of  the  second  part  of  the  ope-  the  extraction  of  a  tooth  had  e;iven  rise 

ration.    It  may  be  that  the  three  first  to  troublesome  bleedine.    There  was 

patients  on  whom  M.  Bonpet  operated  very  little  loss  of  blood  at  the  time  of 

were  notcompletely  relieved  of  the  stam-  the  operation,  but  it  took  place  sub- 

mer,  because  the  muscular  fibres  were  sequently,  and  the  greatest  quantity  of 

not  entirely  divided,  as  in  the  last  two  blood  was  lost  three  days  after  the 

patients ;  or  it  ma}r  be,  that  beinj^  of  the  operation,  so  that  it  did  not  occur  from 

purely  nervous  kind,  this  division  of  tne  division  of  any  particular  artery* 

the  muscle  is  not  so  well  calculated  to  The  actual  cautery  was  twice  applied, 

remove  the  stammer  as  in  the  physical  ice  and  other  means  having  been  pre- 

kind,  where  the  movements    of  the  viously     found   ineffectual;    but    the 

tongue  are  limited,  or  this  orean  is  heemorrhage  ultimately  ceased,  and  the 

more  fixed  than  natural  to  the  floor  of  boy's  pulse  was  not  particularly  de- 

the  mouth,  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  pressed.    M.  Guersant  had  performed 

duly  protruded.    The  section  of  the  the  operation  on  nine  other  individuals, 

membrane  or  muscles  of  the  mouth  I  who  considered  themselves  relieved  by 

conceive  to  be  also  best  adapted  to  the  it,  but  the  amelioration  was  not  so 

third  kind  of  stammer,  when  there  is  a  apparent  to  M.  Guersant.    In  one  of 

combination  of  the  nervous  and  physical  the   patients,   who    experienced   the 

varieties.    The  chief  objections  to  this  greatest  benefit  immediately  after  the 

operation  are  thebleeding and  inflamma-  operation,  the  stammer  CTadually  re- 

tion  sometimes  occasioned  by  it.  In  the  turned  as  bad  as  ever.    In  that  case 

great  majority  of  cases  these  accidents  also,  where  M.  Velpeau  excised  a  tri- 

o  not  occur  to  any  prejudicial  extent ;  angular  portion  from  the  apex  of  the 

and  by  keepinc^  the  edge  of  the  knife  tongue,  the  advantage  resulting  from 

or  the  blades  of  the  scissors  near  to  the  the  operation  was  not  permanent ;  so 

bone,  the  risk  of  bleeding  is  greatly  that  in  these  cases  mental  impression 

obviated,  as  there  are  only  small  vessels  must  be  considered  as  the  cause  of  the 

at  this  part,  though  they  may  in  some  immediate  advantage,  as  it  is  evident 

cases  Dccome  anormally  enlarged,  in  from  M.  Velpeau's  account  that  there 

proportion  as  the  muscles  themselves  was  no  physical  alteration  of  the  tongue 

are  enlarged.    Several  of  the  patients  itself;  and  I  purposely  mentioned  the 

at  M.  Amussat's  lost  a  few  ounces  of  case  of  epilepsy,  in  which  he  tied  the 

blood  before  the  bleeding  ceased  by  facial  and  tem^ral  arteries,  (as  well  as 

the  application  of  ice.    Hemorrhage  those  of  aphoma  cured  by  mental  im- 

to  a  considerable   extent  occurred  in  pressions,  in  the  beginning  of  this  paper) 

one  case  of  Mr.  Phillips,  but  was  not  in  order  to  illustrate  the  power  of  simi- 

followed  hy  any  bad  consequences.    A  lar   agencies   over    nervous    diseases, 

case  likewise  happened  to  myself,  in  Almost  every  practitioner  is  aware  that 

which  at  least  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  the  attack  of  epilepsy  may  frequently 

blood  were  lost  before  the  bleeding  be  suspended  fof  a  longer  or  shorter 

ceased.    The  muscles  of  the  tongue,  period  by  any  means  in  which   the 

and  beneath  it,  were  very  much  deve-  patient  can  be  induced  to  have  confi- 

loped  in  this  case.    The  patient's  pulse  dence  :  hence  the  histories  of  cures  of 

was  quick  and  fiiU,  and  the  bleeding  this  disease  from  animal  magnetism, 

did  not  induce  faintness,  so  that  I  con-  as  well  as  from  the  host  of  drugs  which 

sider   it  was   rather   beneficial    than  have  in  turns  been  cried  up  as  specifies, 

otherwise.     This  was  a  bad  case  of  but  which  have  only  enjoyed  an  ephe- 

mixed  stammer;  the  patient  being  of  a  meral  reputation.    Any  thing  tending 

very  nervous  temperament.    The  stam-  to  break  the  chain  or  habitual  recur- 

mer  was  a  gooa  deal  relieved  j  but  he  rence  will  also  very  frequently  produce 

still  stammers  much  when  excited.  a  similar  effect ;  as  a  bum  or  other 

A  case  of  alarming  heemorrhaee  re-  accident  And  there  is  not  the  slightest 

ccntly  occurred  to  M.  Guersant,  out  it  doubt  but  that  in  a  great  many  of  the 

is  not  attributable  entirely  to  the  ope-  cases  of  stammering  which  have  been 

ration,  as  there  existed  in  the  boy  a  cured  by  operation,  the  advantage  may 

haemorrhagic  diathesis,  of  which  the  be  satisfactorily  accounted  forin  this 

operator  was  not  previously  aware.  He  manner;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 

was  subject  to  repeated  bleedings  from  is  no  doubt  that  the  operations  act  in 

705. — ^ixviu.  3  2 
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many  cases  by  rtmoving  physical  im-  enlargement  of  the  taagat^arwheB.  the 

pedimenU  to  the  associated  and  har-  motions  of  this  ovgan  are  particnlajiy 

monious  action  of  the  parts  concerned  restricted. 

in  speech^  as  in  many  ot  the  individuals        With  respect  to  this  laltiv  mode  of 
whom  I  have  observed,  especially  in  operating,  I  am  eonvinoed  that  it  like- 
Paris,  where  in  almost  all  those  persons  wise  acts  in  manv  cases,  thov^  not  in 
whom  I  saw,  some  deme  of  snorten-  all,  by  the  moral  impression  prodoc^ed 
ing,  thickening,  or  other  anormal  con-  upon  the  patient :  tms  will  be  evident 
dition  of  the  tongue  existed,  (which  on  referring  to  two  or  three  of  ihe  cases 
has  led  M.  Amussat  to  conclude  that  which  I  have  noted,  and  also  to  those 
stammering  depends  invariably  upon  reported  by  Mr.  Yearsley.    We  aee  in 
the  anormal  states,  but  which,  I  have  the  case  of  Henry  Gee,  that  he  ^oke 
no  doubt,  are,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  much   better  when    the    palate  was 
consecutive  on  the  nervous    kind  of  incised  on  one  side ;  that  he  continned 
stammer,  as  I  have  alreadjr  said),  and  to  speak  tolerably  well  the  first  two 
almost  all  of  whom  were  either  cured,  days,  but  afterwards  he  beean  to  lose 
or  derived  more  or  less  permanent  ad-  the  advantage,  till  the  uvula  was  re^ 
vantage  from  the  operation.     In  one  moved,  when  he  again  experienced  a 
patient,  whom  I  examined,  where  it  decided  improvement    On  the  other 
failed  to  afford  any  relief,  the  tonsils  hand,  the  man  on  whom  extensiTe  di- 
were    considerably    enlarged,    which  fision  of  the  palate  had  been  made 
shews  the  necessity  of  discrimination,  without  any  benefit  resulting,  had  also 
The  nine  cases  operated  by  M.  Guer-  his  uvula  removed  without  any  advan- 
sant,  in  which  he  did  not  think  any  tage.     In  some  patients  the  excision 
very    marked    benefit  was  produceo,  of  a  portion  of  the  tonsil  relieved  the 
were  likewise  in  all  probabihty  not  so  stammer,  as  in  the  case  of  Henry  Smith. 
well  suited  to  this  kind  of  operation.  I  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  pre- 
The  circumstance,  which  I  witnessed  sence  of  these  bodies  when  enlaij^  may 
several  times,  of  the  stammer  being  in  some  cases  produce  stammering  (not, 
partially  remedied  on  the  section  of  the  as  Mr. Yearsley  imagines,  b^  narrowing 
sublingual    membrane,  still  more    so  i)\e  throat,  or  by  preventmg  the  free 
when  the  muscles  were  partially  di-  egress  of  air,  but  in  a  similar  manner 
vidcd,  and  altogether  removed   after  as  when  the  muscles  of  the  tonsue  are 
the  division  of   the    muscular   fibres  enlarged,  and  consequently  limited  in 
which  remained  attached  to  the  bone,  their  movements,  or  when  this  oigan  is 
suffices  to  show  the  material  action  of  more  bound  dovm  than  natural),  by 
the  operation  in  some  cases  where  the  interfering  with  the  harmonious  and 
movements  of  the  tongue  are  not  par-  associated  action  of  the  muscles  of  the 
ticularly  limited ;  yet,  in  a  large  pro-  palate  with  other  parts  concerned  in 
portion  of  cases,  its  muscles  are  unauly  speech.    But  these  cases  are  rare  when 
developed,  and  contract  energeticaUy  compared  with  others.  The  presence  of 
Qfi  the  introduction  6f  the  finger,  and  enlarged tonsilsmustthenbelookedupon 
consequently,  on  attempting  to  articu-  as  an   accidental  coincidence,  though 
late  particular  letters  or  words  which  when  existing  this  enlargement  doubt- 
reqmre  their  active  concurrence :  here,  less  tends  to  aggravate  the  stammer. 
I  conceive,  the  operation  produces  a  In  the  case  I  nave  mentioned,  at  M. 
beneficial  effect  by  removing  this  state  Amussat'Sywhenthesectionof  thegenio- 
of  anormal   contraction  and  rigidity,  glossifailedtoaffordrelief,  and  the  ton- 
producing  a  degree  of  relaxation,  (to  sils  were  a  good  deal  enlarged,  it  is  very 
which  liaewise  the  loss  of  blood  is  likely  their  removal  would  have  been 
favourable),  which  enables  this  organ  productive  of  benefit.    This  I  suggested 
the  better  to  act  in  unison  with  the  toM.  Amussat,  and  he  promised  toper- 
muscles  of  the  throat  and  of  respiration,  form  the  operation  ;  but  as  I  left  ^sris 
Dieffenbach's  operation  tends  to  pro-  on  the  next  day,    I    am  not  aware 
duce  a  similar  result.    Hence  we  may  whether  or  liot  it  was  done.    In  Mr. 
perceive  why  the  spasmodic  actions  of  Yearsley's  case,  to  which  I  have  already 
the  face  and  other  parts  should  so  spec-  alluded  (Crawley),  it  may  be  questioned 
dily  cease  after  these  operations,  why  whether  the  extirpation  of  the  tonsils 
the  excision  of  the  uvula  and  tonsils  would  not  have  been  attended  with  con- 
should  fail  when  there  is  considerable  siderable  relief  to  the  stammer,  even  if 
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the  uvula  had  not  been  excised.  I  inconvenience  results  from  the  loss  of 
say  this,  not  to  call  in  question  the  the  uvula  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not 
propriety  of  excision  of  the  uvula  in  attended  wiUi  success.  In  cases  of 
this  case,  but  as  a  hint  for  future  in-  purely  nervous  stammer  it  is  perhaps  as 
vestigations  which  may  serve  to  eluci-  likely  to  be  successful  as  the  more  severe 
date  the  complications  of  stammering,  operation  of  the  section  of  the  genio- 
When,  therefore,  in  stammerers,  the  glossi,  which,  however,  I  consider  better 
tonsils  are  enlarged,  the  removal  of  adapted  to  the  physical  or  mixed  cases 
these  bodies  may  relieve  the  stammer,  (tmless  when  there  is  enlargement  of 
by  allowing  a  freer  play  to  the  muscles  the  tonsils),  and  to  those  of  bad  stam- 
of  the  throat,  by  which  means  their  merers,  where  a  difficulty  exists  upon 
action  can  be  better  associated  with  that  particidar  letters  or  words.  This  opera- 
of  the  respiratory  and  lingual  muscles,  tion,  as  well  as  the  others,  no  doubt  also 
In  corroboration  of  what  I  have  now  acts  in  some  cases  where  nothing  anor- 
stated,  I  may  refer  to  the  cases  of  mal  is  perceptible  purely  by  the  mental 
Charles  Geyer,  (in  Mr.  Yearsley's  effect  which  is  produced, 
pamphlet),  in  which  the  tonsils  were  en-  No  one  can  have  a  greater  abhor- 
larged,  and  the  mere  excision  of  the  uvula  rence  of  charlatanism,  or  be  less  likely 
produced  no  advantage ;  of  J.  Toplis?,  to  countenance  it,  than  myself:  I  there- 
whom  the  excision  of  the  tonsils  sufficed  fore  think  it  due  to  Mr.  Yearsley 
4ocure;  andalso  of  James  Carter,  QDt.  12,  (though  not  agreeing  with  him  as  to 
a  bad  case  of  stammer  from  early  child-  the  nature  of  stammering,  or  the  man- 
hood, in  which  the  tonsils  only  were  ner  in  which  exciaion  of  the  tonsils  and 
excised,  with  relief  at  the  time,  and  uvula  afford  relief)  to  state  mv  belief 
progressive  subsequent  improvement,  that  he  has  acted  with  good  faith  in 
terminating  in  complete  cure.  1  thinks  gmng  the  correct  results  of  his  cases, 
therefore,  tnatin  stammerers,  when  ^uc  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  ascertain  them  ; 
tonsils  are  enlarged,  there  irfil  often  be  and  I  think  that  if  his  operation  were 
found,  in  addition  to  the  nervous  stam-  performed  with  more  discrimination,  he 
mer,  a  difficulty  upen  particular  letters  Would  be  enabled  to  record  a  greater 
(the  guttuiak),  and  that  the  removal  of  amount  of  success. 

the  eniaiiged  tonsils  would  generally 

be  Inductive  of  as  much  benefit  as  qN  THE  DUBIOUS  EFFICACY,  AND 

when  the  uvula  is  also  excised.    The  NEGLIGENT  PREPARATION, 

excision  of  this  substance,  or  the  divi-  titpttat  tc 

eion  of  the  palate,  may  likewise  act  in  ^^  DIGITALIS. 

some  cases  by  diminishing  the  state  

of  tension,  or  tendency    to    anormal  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

contraction  of  the  palatine  arch,  which  .  c.„ 

occasions  the  impediment  in  articulat-  «            * ,                                       , 

ing,  when  the  person  is  m  a  nervous  or  Should  the  accompanying  remarks  on 

excited  state;   but  in  many,  if  not  in  the  dubious  efficacy  and  negligent  pre- 

the  majority  of  these  instances,  the  paraUon  of   digitalis    be  thought  of 

moral  impression  from  the  operation  is  general  interest,  you  will  oblige  me  by 

principally  instrumental  in  producing  publishing  them  in  your  journal, 

the  amelioration,  which  may  be  only  ^         \^  ^»  ^*^» 

temporary,  or  it  may  be  of  a  permanent  ^®5JF  obedient  servant, 

nature;  but  in  whichever  way  it  acts  it  Henrv  Burton,  M.D. 

is  unquestionable  that  several  persons  **»  J«"ny«  Street,  May  14,  isii. 

have  been  cured,  and  many  have  expe-  Believingthat  the  efforts  of  physicians 

rienced  decided  relief ;  so  that  in  cer-  to  cure  disease  have  been  often  foiled  by 

tain  cases,  when  the  division  of  the  the  use  of  medicines  negligently  pre- 


reason  why  the  uvula  should  not  be  profession  to  the  dubious  efficacy,  and 

removed ;  for,  even  supposing  the  effect  unequal  strength,  of  the  tinctures  made 

to  be  merely  mental,  that  is  no  reason  with  the  leaves  of  digitalis  purpurea, 

against  its  adoption,  if  the  complaint  and  dispensed  by  many  druggists. 

can  be  by  this  means  removed  or  miti-  The  leaves  of  this  plant  liave  been 

gated,  particularly  if  it  be  clear  that  no  frequently  employed,  during  the  last 
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sixty  years,  in  the  treatmeiit  of  various  and  learned  authorities,  due  allowances 
maladies,  and  many  physicians  of  re-  being  made  for  impartial  exaggerations 
puted  experience  have  attested  their  or  misconceptions  in  favour  of  the 
curative  utility.  There  has,  however,  medical  utility  of  digitalis,  it  would  be 
been  much  difference  of  opinion  ex-  evincing  unreasonable  scepticism  to 
isting  between  practitioners  on  this  doubt  its  efficacy  in  certain  maladies, 
point;  and  I  believe  digitalis  is  now  and  I  should  regret  to  see  this  plant  con- 
fess frequently  prescribed  than  it  was  demned  as  an  useless  medicine  until  all 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  the  probable  sources  of  error  attending 
century ;  but  whether  the  disuse  of  this  its  preparation  and  exhibition  had  been 
remedy  is  a  consequence  of  its  inefficacy  thoroughly  investigated,  and  unques- 
under  all  circumstances  is  open  to  dis-  tionable  proofs  obtained  that  no  re- 
cussion,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  point  liance  should  be  placed  on  the  medical 
out  one  or  two  circumstances  referrible  (qualities  of  its  most  approved  prepara- 
to  the  collecting  and  preparing  the  tions.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  no  suffi- 
leaves  of  digitalis,  which  seem  to  have  cient  evidence  has  been  adduced  of  its 
led  to  the  introduction  of  a  medicine  of  inefficacy,  and  that  a  large  share  of  the 
inferior  strength  to  that  which  was  contrariety  of  opinions  entertained  on 
employed,  more  generally  than  now,  this  point  has  arisen  from  the  use  of 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  preparations  which  had  been  made  with 
century.  the  leaves  of  digitalis  unfit  for  the  pur- 
For  the  instruction  of  those  among  poses  of  medicine,  and  1  confess  my 
your  readers  not  conversant  with  the  own  expectations  of  producing  a  bene- 
facts  bearing  on  the  medical  uses  and  ficial  enect  by  them  have  been  often 

Preparations  of  digitalis  which  have  disappointed;  but  my  attention  has 
een  recorded,  and  as  preliminary  to  been  onl^  recently  directed  to  the  cause 
describing  my  own  observations,  I  beg  of  this  disappointment, 
to  point  out  to  them  the  work  of  Dr.  The  value  of  mv  theoretical  know- 
Withering,  published  in  1785,  as  one  ledge  of  the  uses  of  this  plant  has  been 
which  has  been  long  considered  a  assayed  during  the  last  six  years  by  the 
standard  authority.  A  similar  work  exhibition  of  its  tincture  to  at  least 
was  also  published  by  Dr.  W.  Hamilton  three  hundred  patients,  treated  by  me 
in  1807)  on  the  same  subject;  and  in  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  to  whom 
these  two  volumes  a  great  many  authors  this  remedy  was  given  either  with  the 
are  named  who  had  prescribed  digitalis  intention  of  producing  the  absorption 
in  the  treatment  of  different  diseases  of  effused  serum,  or  of  promoting  the 
with  various  results.  The  reader  will  secretion  of  urine,  or  of  controlling  the 
derive  much  information  from  perusing  heart's  action.  For  several  years  the 
these  works,  and  by  also  consulting,  in  tincture  was  prescribed  in  the  medium 
addition,  the  "  Treatise  on  Consump-  doses  of  twelve  minims  to  twenty 
tion,"  by  Dr.  Young,  published  in  1815,  minims:  -they  were  repeated  three  or 
in  which  the  opinions  of  many  other  four  times  daily,  and  very  frequently 
distinguished  authors,  for  the  most  part  continued  for  several  weeks  without 
favourable  to  the  use  of  digitalis  in  the  intermission;  but  notwithstanding  the 
treatment  of  that  malady,  are  ouoted ;  length  of  time  the  preparation  was 
and  by  perusing  the  valuable  observa-  administered,  yet  in  only  a  few  cases 
tions  of  Dr.  Blackall  on  Dropsies,  first  did  any  necessity  occur  to  discontinue 
published  in  1813,  he  will  meet  with  a  it,  in  consequence  of  the  accession  of 
confirmation  ofDr.Withering*s  opinion  those  Sjrmptoms  which  have  been  in- 
of  the  benefit  occasionally  derived  from  sisted  upon  as  signals  to  withhold  the 
the  use  of  this  plant  in  dropsies,  use  of  digitalis.  But  this  seeming  in- 
Lastly,  among  the  most  eminent  living  action  was  not  invariable,  and,  in  a  few 
practitioners  who  have  written  on  the  cases,  one  or  more  of  the  ordinary  effects 
same  topic,  is  Dr.  Holland,  whose  tes-  attributed  to  digitalis  were  noticed,  and 
timony  of  the  utility  of  digitalis,  in  the  in  these  there  was  either  a  diminution 
treatment  of  cardiac  disease,  and  as  a  or  augmentation  in  the  force  and  num- 
di.uretic,  is  recorded  in  his  valuable  ber  of  the  pulsations,  and  irregularity; 
book,  entitled  **  Medical  Notes  and  or  sickness,  giddiness,  and  impaired 
Reflections.''  vision;  and  in  a  •few  patients  the  secre- 
In  the  &ce,  therefore,  of  the  numerous  tion  of  urine  was  notably  augmented, 
opinions  recorded  by  these  experienced  What  then  was  the  reason,  it  may  be 
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asked,  why,  notwithstanding  the  state-  tincture  described  by  Dr.  Darwin  was 
tnents  made  in  favour  of  the  efficacy  of  made  with  two  ounces  of  the  dried 
small  doses  of  digitalis,  and  published  leaves  and  eight  ounces  of  proof  spirit, 
by  the  authorities  above  quoted,  some  or  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the 
evident  effect  was  not  more  frequently  leaves  to  four  fluid-ounces  of  the  spirit 
noticed  in  three  hundred  patients  ?  {Hamilton^  p.  82) :  whereas,  in  the 
Not,  I  believe,  in  consequence  of  inat-  tincture  directed  to  be  made  in  the 
tention  to  the  directions  given  by  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1824,  the 
these  authorities  for  the  exhibition  of  materials  were  applied  in  the  proportion 
digitalis;  nor  from  a  neglect  to  examine  of  one  ounce  of  the  leaves  to  eight 
my  patients :  but  after  taking  into  ac-  fluid-ounces  of  the  spirit ;  and  in  the 
count  the  nature  of  their  respective  edition  of  the  same  uook  published  in 
diseases,  their  strength,  ages,  ana  pecu-  1836,  the  proportions  there  stated  are 
liarity  of  constitution ;  the  preparation,  as  one  ounce  of  the  leaves  to  ten  fluid- 
dose,  combination,  and  repetition  of  the  ounces  of  spirit.  Now,  taking  as 
medicine;  and  comparing  the  effects  assumed  facts,  that  all  the  virtues  of 
produced  under  circumstances  as  nearly  the  leaves  are  imparted  to  the  proof 
similar  as  the  nature  of  medical  in-  spirit  employed  in  making  the  tinctures, 
quiries  will  permit,  with  those  under  and  that  ten  minims  of  the  tincture 
which  digitalis  was  given  by  Dr.  directed  to  be  made  in  the  London 
Withering,  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Pharmacopoeia  of  1836  is  a  medium 
Blnckall,  with  manifest  benefit,  I  dose,  these  ten  minims  will  be  the 
think  the  absence  of  sensible  effects  in  equivalent  dose  of  one  grain  of  the 
the  majority  of  the  patients  treated  with  powder ;  whilst  ten  minims  of  the  tine- 
its  tincture  by  me,  may  be  justly  ture  directed  to  be  made  in  1824  will 
attributed  to  tne  indifferent  quality  of  be  the  equivalent  of  one  gjain  and  a 
the  leaves  employed  in  making  this  quarter ;  and  ten  minims  of  Dr.  Dar- 
preparation,  and  to  the  smallness  of  win's  tincture,  of  two  grains  and  a  half 
the  dose  in  which  it  was  prescribed.  of  the  powder.    Hence,  as  equal  mea- 

The  former  source  of  error  was  fore-  sures  or  these  several  tinctures  contain 
seen  by  Dr.  Withering;  and  Dr.  Hoi-  unequal  quantities  of  the  active  prin- 
land  oDserves,  *'  Itis  certain  that  many  of  ciple,  they  must  cateris  paribus  produce 
the  inequalities  and  seeming  anomalies  different  results  when  exhibited  m  doses 
in  the  effects  of  di^talis  are  owing  to  nominally  equal ;  and  from  the  use  of 
neglect  of  the  qualities  of  its  prepara-  these  dissimilar  tinctures  has  arisen  one 
tions."  Dr.  Blackall  also,  in  speaking  source  of  the  disagreement  among  prac- 
of  the  dosing  with  digitalis  in  dropsy,  titioners  relative  to  the  medical  powers 
says,  "  One  considerable  source  of  in-  of  digitalis.  It  is  often  a  point  of  great 
accuracy  certainly  arises  from  the  consequence  to  the  success  of  the  treat- 
various  forms  in  which  this  medicine  ment,  that  the  strength  of  similar  pre- 
isprescribed— of  infusion,  of  tincture,  of  parations  should  be  uniform,  and  the 
powder,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  prevalent  opinions  respecting  the  me- 
makingajust  calculation  of  the  relative  dium  doses  of  each  correct.  Now  the 
strengUi  of  these."  prevailing    opinion,    relative    to    the 

Now  it  is  manifest  that  unless  each  medium  dose  of  digitalis  in  powder, 

form  is  exhibited  in  equivalent  doses,  seems    to    have    originated  with   Dr. 

and  has  the  same  uniform  strength,  the  Withering,  and  requires  notice.    **  I 

effects  produced  by  them  respectively,  give,"  he  remarks,  "  from  one  to  three 

when  given  in  doses  nominally  the  same,  grains  of  this  powder  twice  a  day:  in 

will  necessarily   differ,  and  probably  tne  reduced  state  in  which  physicians 

occasion  an  erroneous  judgment  of  the  find  dropsical  patients  four  grains  a 

efficacy  of  di^talis.      But  the  same  day  are  sufficient,"  (p.  181);   and  Dr. 

form  has  net  had  at  all  periods  of  the  Blackall    also    observes,   '*  that  even 

history  of  digitalis  the  same  invariable  these  doses  are  not  free  from  the  possi- 

stren^h  ;  and,  with  respect  to  its  tine-  bility  of  injury,  and  not  fit  to  be  con- 

ture,  it  has  been  made  with  the  same  tinned  without  the  watchful  care  of  the 

kind  of  materials,  applied  in  at  least  medical  attendant"  (pac^e  313).     Dr. 

three  different  proportions,  since  it  was  Withering  adds,  that  naif  a  drachm  of 

first  recommended  by  Dr.  Darwin,  to  the  powder,  given  to  the  extent  of  four 

whom  we  are  indebted  for  suggesting  grains  daily  for  five  days,  may  be  in 

the  use  of  the  saturated  tincture.    The  general    taken    before    nausea    com« 
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mences."     But  this  quantity  of  the  cured  the   objectionable  leaves   from 

powder  recommended  oy  Dr.  Wither-  several  sources  for  the  purpose  of  expc 

ing,  as  weU  as  that  of  the  tincture  pre-  riments,  and  have  compared  them  with 

scribed  by  myself,  has  been  much  ex-  those  directed  to  be  employed  by  Dr. 

ceeded  by  other  practitioners,  two  only  Withering.     "  The  leaves,"   says  this 

of  which  it  will  suffice  to  name  in  author,  "  vary  greatly  in  their  efficacy 

evidence  of  the  maximum  quantity  of  at  different  seasons  of  the  vear.    They 

each  preparation  which  has  been  swal-  should  be  gathered  after  tne  flowering 

lowed  without   injuiy :    thus,  in  the  stem  has  shot  up,  and  about  the  time 

Med.  and  Chir.  Rev,  July,  1834,  notice  when  the  blossoms  are  comine  forth.'' 

is  taken  of  the  experiments  of  M.  Dr.  Hamilton,  also,  in  his  booK  on  the 

Andral,  from  which  it  appears  he  gave  Preparations  and  Uses  of  Digitalis,  sajTS, 

to  one  patient  as  many  as  206  grains  of  '*  The    largest  and   deepest   coloured 

the  powder  in  twelve  days,  or  at  the  leaves  are  to  be  selected  and  carefully 

rate  of  seventeen  grains  and  a  half  dried." 

nearly  each  day :  and  in  the  Medical  But  let  the  conscientious  practitioner 

Gazette,  vol.  i.  1828,  it  is  stated  by  Dr.  inouire  when  the  leaves  are  collected, 

Williams,  thata  drunken  man  swallowed  ana  how  they  are  dried,  and  he  will 

a  fluid-ounce  of  the  tincture  twice,  at  be  much  distressed  to*  find  that,  instead 

short  intervals,  without  any  deleterious  of  the  leaves  being  gathered  at  the 

consequences.    From  these  statements,  period  of  their  ^:rowth,  as  directed  by 

among  many  others  which  might  be  the  best  authorities,  when  the  stem  has 

quoted,  one  of  two  inferences  mav  be  shot  up  for  flowering  in  the  second  year 

drawn ;  either  that  the  doses  in  which  of  the  plant's  growth,  when  the  leaves 

digitalis  was  given  bv  Dr.  Withering  have  acc^uired  their  full  development, 

were  ridiculously  small,  and  his  autho-  and  their  juices  have  been  duly  dabo- 

rity  unworthy  of  credit;   or  that  the  rated  towards  the  end  of  June  and  July; 

quality  of  tne  disri talis  used  by  M.  they  are,  on  the  contrary,  gathered  as 

Andral,  and  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Williams,  Spring  shoots,  before  any  vestiges  of 

was  comparatively  speakinc^  inert.  The  either  stem  or  flower  have  become  ap- 

latter  inierence  seems  to  be  the  most  parent,    and   before  their  juices  can 

correct :  for  Dr.  Withering,  as  well  as  nave  had  time  to  be  duly  maturated, 

other    credible    authorities,    agree  in  At  this  period  of  their  development  the 

stating,  that  in  a  great  many  cases  leaf-stal&s  rise  directly  from  the  root, 

diptaiis  has  been  given  in  small  doses  and  are  cut  in  tufts  consisting  of  the 

with  manifest  effects  on  their  patients ;  Spring  leaves  connected  together  by 

and  there  is  also  sufficient  evidence  the  upper  portion   of  the  root-stalk. 

recorded  of  the  poisonous  nature  of  The  fact  should  be  also  remembered, 

digitalis :   and  speaking  of  the  danger  that  digitalis  purpurea  is  a  biennial 

of  lar^  medicinal    doses  of  it.  Dr.  plant,  and  does  not  flower  in  the  first 

Black^l  says,  ''  the  results  have  been  year  of  its  growth.    It  rises  from  seed, 

some    unexpected     recoveries    much  and  when  its  leaves  of  the  first  year's 

talked  of,  and  more  failures  which  tell  growth  are  fully  developed  in  the  au- 

no  tales"  (p.  301.)  tumn,  they  are  gathered  and  applied  to 

I  can,  therefore,  only  attribute  the  the  purposes  of  pharmacy,  in  common 

very  different  effects  produced  by  the  with  the  young  leaves  of  the  second 

preparations  of   digitalis,    under   the  year's  growth. 

direction  of  different  practitioners,  to  But  the  juices  of  a  biennial  plant  do 

the  employment  of  baa  leaves;  leaves,  not  arrive  at  perfection  until  the  second 

for  instance,  which  have  been  collected  year  of  its  growth ;   and  hence,  with 

at  improper  periods  of  the  growth  of  reference  to  digitalis,  a  double  source 

the  plant ;  sometimes  from  the  seedling  of  error  emanates  from  the  use  of  its 

root ;  at  others,  from  the  second  year's  leaves  before  the  flower-stem  has  shot 

root,   before   their  juices  have    been  up.    It  would  be  useless  to  extend  this 

duly  elaborated :  such  leaves  never  can  communication  with  descriptions  which 

furnish  a   good  active    remedy,   and  may  be  found  in  every  book  on  Materia 

their  characters  vary  materially  from  Medica,  of  the  maturelcaves  of  digitalis, 

those  directed  to  be  employed  by  Dr.  or  of  the  modes  of  preparing  them.     I 

Withering,    and   all    the    subsequent  am,  however,  desirous  of  a(&nff  a  few 

writers  on  materia  medica,  who  nave  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  tine- 

reiterated  his  instructions.     I  have  pro-  tures  of  digitalis  which  arc  dispensed 
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by  the  London  druggists,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  enabling  the  practitioner  to  dis- 
tinguish the  genuine  preparation  from 
the  spurious.  I  have  recently  com- 
pared together  twelve  different  tinctures 
of  digituis,  eight  of  which  were  pro- 
cured from  as  many  different  sources, 
and  four  were  made  by  myself;  two  of 
the  four  were  made  witn  the  mature 
leaves  of  the  plant,  and  two  with  its 
immature  leaves. 

The  practical  results  of  my  observa- 
tionsand  experiments  are  represented  in 
Ihesubjoincd tabular  view,and  they  have 
led  to  the  conclusion,  that  tinctures  made 
with  the  mature  leaves  differ  chemically 
from  those  made  with  the  immature 
leaves,  and  that  the  greater  density  and 
dark  reddish-brown  colour  of  tinctures 
made  with  the  latter  description,  will,  in 
most  instances,  point  out  the  kind  of  leaf 
employed,  and  the  care  bestowed  in 
maldng  the  tincture.  It  may  be  also 
stated,  that  the  quantity  of  extract  ob- 


tained from  equal  measures  of  the  several 
Unctures  varied  in  my  experiments,  but 
the  Quantity  obtained  from  the  imma- 
ture leaves  always  exceeded  that  from 
the  mature.  The  green  colouringprinci- 
ple  predominated  in  the  mature  leaves, 
and  the  tinctures  made  with  them.  It 
was  also  very  manifest  in  the  tinctures 
made  by  mjrself  with  the  inmiature 
leaves ;  but  in  these  tinctures  it  was 
modified  by  a  large  proportion  of  brown 
extract,  wnich  does  not  abound  to  the 
same  extent  in  the  mature  leaves,  and 
therefore  the  green  colour  of  the  tinc- 
tures made  with  the  latter  kind  is  more 
distinct  and  more  permanent  than  the 
^en  colour  of  tinctures  made  with  the 
mimature  leaves.  The  shades  of  green 
and  brown  may  be  accurately  com- 
I>ared  by  means  of  bits  of  white  blot- 
ting-paper, saturated  with  tiie  tinctures 
respectively,  and  afterwards  dried :  and 
in  this  way  minute  differences  may  be 
observed  by  reflected  light. 


TabuUar  View  qf  tke  DmuiHe*  and  CoUmn  of  Tikehare  qf  DigiMiB,  and  qf  the  WeigkU 
qfEstraet  obtamedfrom  eqnalmeamm  tf  eight  varieties. 


III 

Kindofleavcs 
used. 

Specific 
gravity. 

Weight  in  jrrains 

of  extract   ob- 

Cokmr.                         tained  from  one 

icubic    inch    of 

each  tincture. 

I. 

Inmuitiire. 

0*9733 

Dark  reddiah-brown ;   no  Bhade  of 
green. 

130 

Spurious. 

2. 

Immature. 

0-9677 

Dark    reddish-brown ;   no  shade  of 
green. 

12-5 

Spurious. 

3. 

Immature. 

0*9646 

Dark  reddish -brown ;   no  shade  of 
green. 

11*8 

Spurious. 

4. 

Probably 

0*9610 

liight  brown,  with  a  very  slight  shade 

10*0 

Spurious. 

immatare. 

of  green. 

Lighter  brown  than  No.  4  tincture, 

10*7 

Spurious. 

1 

5. 

Immature. 

0*9583 

but  otherwise  nearly  «imUar. 

*  V     # 

6. 

Probably 
mature. 

0*9406 

Brownish  green. 

9*5 

Genuine. 

\    7. 

Mature. 

0*9406 

Brownish  green,  as  No.  6  tincture. 

Not  obtained. 

G^uine. 

8. 

Mature. 

0*9375 

Light  brownish  green,  and  more  dis- 
tinctly green  than  Nos.  6  and  7. 

9*5 

Genuuie.' 

9. 

Mature. 

0-9344 

Same  as  No.  8. 
When  first  made  same  as  Nos.  6  and  7 , 

9-4 

Genuine. 

10. 

Immature. 

0*9359 

butin  afewdayaexhibitedabrowner 

Not  obtained. 

Spurious. 

• 

shade. 

•  In  explanation  of  the  results  above 
exhibited  of  my  experiments,  it  may  be 
briefly  stated,  that  the  tinctures  num- 
bered 9  and  10  were  made  by  myself  as 
standards  of  comparison,  and  supposed 
to  be  of  the  very  best  qualitv.  They 
were  clear  in  a  few  days  after  being 
strained,  and  had  a  strong  bitter  taste, 


and  a  smell  peculiar  to  each,  which, 
although  not  admitting  of  a  descrip- 
tion, enabled  me  to  distinguish  them 
from  one  another. 

Tincture  No.  9  closely  resembled  the 
three  tinctures  Nos.  6,  7f  and  8,  which 
were  procured  from  throe  of  the  most 
respectable   London    druggists;    and 
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the  four  dnctuies,  NO0.  6,  7,  S,  and  9,  TBriousljr    shaped   were    eonatmeted^ 

probably  poawssed  all  the  qualitiea  of  and  it  is  the  busineas  of  Hob  paper  to 

the  best  description  of  tinctnre.  describe   these,   with   their  propoaed 

Tinctures  Nos.  1,  2,  3»  4,  and  5,  also  adyantages,  as  compared  with  ^  in- 
closely  resembled  one  another  in  their  strements  in  general  use. 
sensible  qualities,  but  differed  from  the  It  may  be  well  howerer,  first  of  all, 
best  kind  of  tincture  in  several  remcts;  to  state  what  is  required  in  inatm- 
and  although  not  entirely  powerless  in  ments  wherewith  to  extract  teeth  moat 
large  doses,  yet  so  fiur  as  a  umitednum-  efifectively,  and  why  the  means  cooi- 
ber  of  trials  with  them  entitle  me  to  monly  used  are  imperfect, 
form  an  opinion  of  their  therapeutic  The  indications  in  removing  teeth 
merits,  I  think  them  much  less  active  are — First,  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
preparations  than  the  tinctures  Nos.  6,  offending  tooth,  or  {vart  of  a  tooth; 
7,  8,  and  9.  But  in  order  to  determine,  secondly,  to  remove  it  with  the  lesBt 
with  an  approach  to  accuracy,  their  possible  injury  to  the  contiguous  atruc- 
absolute  merits  as  remedies  under  eveij  tures,  as  the  gums  and  alveolar  pro- 
condition,  and'  more  es^ciaUy  then*  cesses;  thirdly,  to  give  the  patient  the 
comparative  power  in  eqmvalent  doses,  least  possible  amount  of  pain  ki  tlie 
more  numerous  observations  of  their  operation. 

effects  on  the  sick  are  required  than  I  That  method  by  which  a  tooth,  or 

have  hitherto  had  time  to  make.   They  the  remains  of  one,  can  be  removed 

have,  however,  been  commenced,  and  most  certainljr,  quickly,  and   at  tlie 

before  the  close  of  the  present  year  same  time  with  the  least  amount  of 

will,  I  trust,  be  completed.  injury  to  the  adjoining  parts,  will  also 

The  Spring  shoots  of  digitalis,  or  its  remove  it  with  the  least  pain, 

immature  leaves,  have  reappeared  in  the  To  fulfil  these  indications,'  recourse 

herbalists'  shops,  and  have  been  pur-  must   be  had   to   an   instrument  ao 

chased  by  the  oruggists,  but  the  season  formed  that  it  shall  grasp  Uie  tooth 

has  not  yet  arrivea  at  which  the  mature  alone,  and  by  the  reauired  force  applied 

leaves  are  gathered ;  and  I  hope  the  pre-  nearly  in  the  axis  or  the  tooth,  remove 

ceding  remarks  may  have  some  share  in  it.    Such  instruments  are  forceps ;  but 

removing  an  abuse  with  respect  to  digi-  forceps  so  constructed  that  they  shall 

talis  which  has  prevailed  in  London  accurately  fit  the  tooth  to  be  extracted, 

for  at  least  twenty  years.  and  so  fashioned  at  the  jaws,  niba,  or 

- . blades,  that  they  shall  readily  aepaiate 

^„  _.  the  gum  from  tne  neck  of  the  tooth, 

ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  to  i^ich  point  they  shaU  arrive  by 

AND  simply  placing  the  extremities  of  tlie 

APPLICATION  OP  FORCEPS  FOR  jjws  at  the  edge  of  the  gum,  closing 

EXTRACTING  TEETH.  ^^   handles,  and  at  the  mine  time 

Sressmg  the  instrument  steadily  m  the 
,  irection  of  the  tooth,  till  it  comes  in 

Bwfwn-Dentigt  to  Kiiiff*s  CoOflgc  Hotpitsi.  contact   with    the   free   edge   of  the 

iJ^>r  th€  Medieai  Gazetted  ^^?°^    P'J*^®^-      ^  ,\}\  ^^^  ^ 

•*  variously  shaped,  so  will  it  be  neoes- 

sary  to  have  forceps  of  different  forms ; 

Upon  having  my  attention  turned  to  in  fact,  a  pair  fitted  to  each  kind'  of 
the  extraction  of  teeth,  the  instruments  tooth.  By  forceps  so  constructed  most 
placed  in  my  hands  to  effect  this  small  teeth  may  be  removed  in  less  time  than 
yet  necessary  operation  were — forceps  by  any  other  tooth-extracting  instra- 
for  extracting  the  front  teeth ;  the  key  ment  at  present  in  use ;  also  with  lesa 
instrument,  for  the  removal  of  the  pain  to  the  patient,  and  without  in- 
back  teeth ;  and  the  elevator,  where  flicting  any  forther  injury  to  the  guma 
neither  of  the  former  were  effective,  and  areolar  processes  than  must  neces- 
After  using  these  for  some  time,  I  sarily  result  from  die  forcible  separation 
became  dissatisfied  with  forceps  as  ofa  tooth  from  its  natural  attaonments. 
they  are  commonly  made,  and  with  An  instrument  which  in  its  employ- 
the  key,  from  the^  direction  in  which  ment  requires  that  force  should  be 
the  force  is  applied.  applied  to  the  contiguous  parts  as  well 
To  supply  tlte  place  of  what  seemed  as  to  the  tooth  to  be  extracted,  is  an  im- 
to  me  defective  instruments,  ftxroeps  perfect  instrument  for  the 
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pose ;  or  an  instrament  which,  by  its  diffiued  over  a  large  waihce  of  th« 
mrm  and  mode  of  application,  requires  circtunfeTence  of  the  tooth,  but  coa- 
that  mater  force  should  be  used  than  fined  to  two  or  three  points.  It  is  no 
WDold  be  necessaiy  for  the  dislodg>-  wonder  that  such  instruments  should 
ment  of  the  tooth,  supposing  that  force  fall  into  comparative  disuse,  and  be 
to  be  applied  in  the  most  a^antageous  spoken  of  as  suited  only  to  break  off 
direction,  is  also  an  imperfect  instru-  sound  teeth,  or  to  extract  loose  ones, 
ment,  and  but  ill  fitted  for  the  purpose  These  observations  applv  princii>aUy 
fbr  which  it  was  designed.  Sucii,  how-  to  forceps  for  extracting  tnebicuspides 
ever,  are  the  imperfections  of  an  and  moiares.  The  incisores  are  gene- 
instrument  in  very  general  use  for  the  rally,  though  not  always,  removed  witii 
extraction  of  teeth — the  "  key  ;'*  in  the  forceps,  or  with  the  elevator.  The 
application  of  which  the  fulcrum  is  wisdom  teeth  are  sometimes  remove 
rested  on  the  alveolar  process,  between  by  the  latter  instrument, 
which  and  the  fulcrum  the  interposed  Mr.  Bell  recommends  for  the  removal 
gmn  is  subjected  to  considerable  pres-  of  the  bicuspides  and  the  anterior 
sure ;  just  as  much,  indeed,  as  may  be  moiares  of  the  lower  jaw,  the  use  of 
necessary  for  the  dislocation  of  the  the  htnok's-bili  forceps  i  this  instrument, 
tooth.  By  this  treatment  the  g:um  when  well  made,  must  be  considered 
is  often  conddf  rably  bruised,  sometmies  as  amongst  the  best  of  forceps.  For 
so  much  so  as  to  lead  to  suppuration  my  own  use,  however,  I  prefer  those 
of  tile  injured  part,  and  always  to  an  tiiat  have  straight  blades  or  jaws,  with 
unpleasant  degree  of  soreness.  •  The  the  curve,  if  any  be  necessary,  in  the 
force  used  in  extracting  a  tootii  with  handles. 

the  key  must  be  much  greater  than  Dr.  Flagg,  of  Boston,  has  contrived 

the  actual  force  required  to  effect  the  forceps   for  the  extraction   of  every 

operation,  because  the  power  is  applied  kind  of  tooth*    I  have  not  been  able 

in  a  lateral  dkection,  a  direction  in  to  obtain  any  of  his  instruments,  but, 

which  the  tooth  ofSas  mat  resistance,  from  the  description  and  plates  given 

eroeciallv  in  moiares  of  the  lower  jaw,  of  them  in  Fitche's  '*  Svstem  of  Dental 

where  tne  lateral  alveoU  are  strong,  8urgery,"  I  believe  they  are  unlike 

and  composed  of  dense  bone.  tiiose  I  have  myself  devised. 

I  am  quite  aware  that   there  are  A  woric  entitied  **  Operations  on  the 

many  ana  eminent    surffeon- dentists  Teeth,"  by  Mr.  Snell,  contains  a  descrip- 

who  use  and  speak  very  highly  of  the  tion,  with  plates,  of  a  form  of  forceps 

1^  instrument;  and  no  dom>t  it  is  very  used  by  the  author  for  the  extraction 

much  to  be  preferred  to  the  forceps  of  the  moiares.    The  principal  aim  of 

ordinarily  kept  by  sursical  instrument  the  inventor  was  to  have  two  points  of 

makers:  forceps  which  are . applicable  metal  coming  out  from  the  edge  of 

to  no  one  tooth  in  particulur,  when  each  jaw  of  the  instrument ;  the  object 

applied  touch  only  at  two  or  three  ofthese  points bdngto be  passedbetween 

pmntB,   and  are   quite   incapable   of  the  fongs  of  the  teeth.     These  forceps 

being  passed  down  to  the  necx  of  the  admit  of  but  verv  limited  use,  as  tne 

toothf  unless  the  sum  be  previously  cut  fangs  of  the  moiares,  especially  the 

away,  and  even  then  very  imperfectiy.  second  and  third,  are  liable  to  be  agglu- 

Foreeps  for  extracting  the  moiares  of  tinated;  which  condition,  in  each  par- 

the  upper  and  lower  jaws  are  com-  ticular  instance,  is  known  onlv  after 

monlv  kept  for  sale :  the  paws  of  these  the  tooth  has  been  extracted :  but  be- 

are  simply  curved  at  their  extremities,  sides  this,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  diffi- 

and  each  jaw  alike,  so  that  one  instru-  culty,  in  any  case,  to  get  these  two 

ment  is  equally  appUcable  to  moiares  points  between  the  fongs;  neither  is 

of  either  side  of  tAc  mouth,  whether  the  attempt  unattended  with  suffering 

right  or  left.    In  many  instances  teeth  to  the  patient. 

mav  be  removed  by  such  means,  but  Forceps  for  extracting  the  anterior 

ft  tne  destine  tootii  be  much  decayed,  teeth    are  to  be  found  every  where, 

the  operation  will  be  dif&cult  and  un-  though  I  have  not  yet  met  with  any 

eertam  in  its  results  ;   and  whatever  but  such  as  were  so  clumsily  constructed, 

state  the  tooth  maj  be  in,  there  is  that  to  remove  the  stump  of  an  incisor 

neat  risk  of  its  being  crushed,  from  with  them  would  be  difUcult  indeed, 

tiie  dreumstance  of  tm  pressure  made  Neither  will  the  so-called  *'  Sheppard|8 

tkToogh    the    instrument    not   being  safety  forceps^'  be  an  exception  to  this 
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observation.    What  forceps  Mr.  Shep-  dent  can  oecnr,  if  ariumxy  care  be 

.pard  might  have  liad  himself  I  do  not  taken;  and  it  is  more  easy  to  leani  to 

Know;  bujt  those  sold  as  his  are  next  use  forceps  with  good  efiect  than  the 

to  useless:  for  ^thongh  the  principle  k^.    I  believe  it  requires  moire  prae> 

upon  which  they  are  proposed  to  oe  tice  and  care  to  use  the  key  to  good 

HUbde  is  a  correct  one,  yet  it  is  not  purpose,  than  any  other  instrmneat 

carried  out  in  the  formation  of  the  usea  to  extract  teeth;  yet,  when  in  the 

instruments.  hands  of  a  skilful  operator,  it  is  no 

.    Different  shaped  teeth  reouiring  for*  doubt  a  useful  instrument,  and  as  such 

4seps  shaped  to  them,  it  wiU  be  neces-  should  not  be  ne^ected,  since  ossea 

cary  to  describe  partially  the  teeth,  may  occur  in  which  it  would  be  of 

and  then  the  forceps  Individually,  that  value;  though  I  believe  such  cases  to 

the  peculiar  shape  of  each  instrument  be  rare. 

may  be  understood.  Before  doing  so,  After  statins'  some  general  conditions 
however,  I  should  state  that  it  is  quite  which  J  thini  inseparable  from  good 
impossible  for  any  person  to  extract  forceps,  whatever  may  be  their  par- 
teeth  properly,  whi^ver  instrument  ticular  form,  I  will  describe  those  that 
may  be  used,  espedally  if  the  forceps  have  been  planned  or  modified  by  my* 
be  chosen,  unless  the  operator  is  per-  self;  and  I  do  so  without  wishing  to 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  form  of  each  claim  any  merit  as  an  inventor,  but 
tooth,  with  the  relative  position  and  merely  as  having  carried  out  a  principle 
size  of  the  fangs,  with  their  direction  admitting  of  general  application,  which 
in  the  alveoli,  with  the  general  form  of  has  been  ne^cted,  or  at  least  neglected 
the  alveoli  themselves,  and  the  positions  to  have  been  made  public, 
at  which  they  oflSer  the  greatest  and  All  forceps  whatever  should  embrace 
the  least  resiBtance.  the  tooth  tney  are  used  to  extract  at 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  its  neck;  the  neck  being  that  part 
forms  of  Ibreeps  which  I  am  about  to  which  is  between  the  termination  of 
describe  are  possessed  by  myself  alone,  the  enamel  and  the  free  edse  of  the 
or  by  those  who  have  chosen  to  take  alveoli,  and  which  is  covered  by  ffum. 
mine  as  a  copy.  Other  practitioners.  In  order  to  arrive  at  this  part  of  the 
feelinsr  the  want  of  such,  ma]r  have  tooth  without  difiiculty,  or  unnecessary 
been  led  to  construct  similar  instru-  pain  to  the  patient,  thie  jaws  mnst  pre- 
ments.  They  have  not,  however,  to  sent  an  inclined  plane,  terminating  in 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  described  an  edge.  The  external  sur&ce  of  the 
them ;  neither,  as  fiir  as  I  can  learn,  jaws  of  forceps,  when  closed,  should 
are  their  patterns  in  the  possession  of  present  something  like  a  cone,  or  parts 
any  surgical  instrument  maker.  Of  this  of  several  cones,  with  the  apex  or 
I  am  certain,  that  the  vast  majority  of  apices  cut  off;  and  a  perpendicular 
the  practitioners  who  extract  teeth  section  should  present  an  inclined 
neither  have  knowledge  or  possession  plane,  terminating  in  an  edge,  but 
of  similar  instruments.  I  therefore  more  or  less  curvea,  as  may  be  suitable 
oflfer  no  apology  for  printing  an  account  to  the  particular  instrument  The 
of  tooth-forceps  which,  to  my  view,  length  from  the  joint  to  the  edge  of  the 
seem  much  superior  to  those  commonly  jaws  should  on  no  account  be  greater 
employed.  Medical  men,  camped  in  than  will  be  necessary  to  idlow  sufficient 
gjeneral,  and  espedally  parochisl  prac-  space  for  the  reception  of  the  crown 
tice,  are  veiv  mouenUv  called  upon  to  and  neck  of  the  tooth,  so  that  no 
extract  teetn,  ana  by  them  the  opera-  strength  may  be  lost, 
tion,  for  want  of  better  instruments,  is  The  fiuigs  of  all  teeth  having  a 
generally  oerformed with  the  key;  and  general  conical  form,  forceps,  when 
not,  in  all  instances,  with  the  most  well  made  and  applied,  should  be  but 
favourable  results.  I  have  seen  many  as  a  lengthening  of  the  cone  towards 
cases  of  sloughing  of  the  gums;  and  its  base.  For  removing  teeth  which 
now  and  then  exfoliation  of  tne  alveolar  are  not  decapred  down  to  the  gums,  the 
process.  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  that  ends  of  the  jaws  should  be  square;  bat 
theseare  the  eonunon  results  of  using  the  when  nothing  but  the  fimg  renuuns  of 
key,  but  they  are  not  very  unfrequent  a  tooth,  rounded  ends  are  the  more 
consequences  when  the  instrument  is  convenient,  as  with  that  sluipe  they 
in  the  hands  of  an  unpractised  operator,  are  readily  introduced  between  the  fang 
.    M'ith  well-made  forceps  no  such  acci-  and  inclosing  aveolus.     Instniments 
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for  extracting  stumps  should  be  made  ceps  for  the  extraction  of  these  teeth 

^together  lighter,  the  jaws  thin  and  wul  require  to  have   the  jaw  which 

sharp  at  their  convex  ends,  so  that  is   to    be    applied    to    the  posterior 

they  may  be  made  to  cut  rather  than  smaller  than  that  for  the  anterior  siir- 

tear  the  membrane  connecting  the  fang  face  of  the  neck.    The  jaws  of  the  in- 

with  the  adjoinme  tissues.  strument  should  be  straight ;  but  it  will 

Forceps  should  be  constructed  and  be  foimd  convenient  to  have  the  haa- 

used  upon  the  nrinciple  of  lengthening  ,  dies  curved,  so  as  to  avoid  the  upper 

the  tooth  for  tne  extraction  of  which  maxilla,  when  the  mouth  cannot  be 

they  are  intended;  thus  enabling  the  opened  wide.    The  cuspidati  require 

operator  to  move  it  from  side  to  side,  for  each  a  pair  of  forceps  made  upon 

or  rotate  it  if  the  fanff  be  single,  and  the  same  plan  as  those  for  the  removal 

of  a  shape  admitting  of  such  motion.  of  the  incisores,  except  that  they  must 

After  these  lateral  movements  have  be  larger  and  rather  stronger.    Those 

been  produced,  the  tooth  may,  unless  for  the  cuspidati  of  the   lower  jaw 

tiie  fangs  have  some  peculiar  position  should,  like  forceps  for  the  incisores  of 

or  shape,  be  raised  in  a  perpendicular  the  lower  jaw,  have  the  handles  slightly 

direction,  leaving  as  little  injury  from  bent.    Sometimes  these  teeth  are  very 

its  removal  as  the  operation  can  admit,  small,  in  which  case  forceps  adapted  to 

^  ^      ,  .       ^  ,    .    .  the  adjoining  teeth  may  serve  for  their 

Forceps  for  the  esetractum  qf  the  tncieoreSf    removal. 

cuspidati,  and  bicuspides.  The  bicuspides  will  be  extracted  with 
A  section  through  the  neck  of  an  instruments  simi^  to  those  already 
incisor  of  the  upper  jaw  will  show  that  described,  except  that  there  will  be  a 
tile  anterior  is  larger,  and  forms  part  of  littie  difference  in  the  Jaws,    which 
a  greater  circle,  than  the  posterior  sur-  must  be  accurately  fitted  to  the  neck 
face.    Now  the  end  to  be  attained  in  of  tiie  tooth.    These  teeth  are  not  very 
the  apphcation  of  forceps  is  to  appl^  frequently  liable  to  much  variety  in 
them  over  as  lar^e  a  surface  as  possi-  size,  so  that  an  instrument  which  is 
ble,  therebv  avoiding  the  chance  of  well  adapted  to  an  ordinary  bicuspis 
fiacturing  the  tooth  by  the  pressure  of  tooth  will  appl^r  itself  to  almost  aU. 
the  instrument.  To  extract  these  teeth,  I  have  forceps  in  which  the  jaws  are 
therefore,  the  jaw  to  be  applied  to  the  bent  at  ri^ht  angles  with  the  handles, 
posterior  sur&ce  must  have  a  smaller  and  opening  laterally,  for  the  extrac- 
curve  tiian  that  for  the  anterior.    An  tion  of  bicuspides  of  the  inferior  max- 
average  tooth,  in  this  aa  well  as  in  other  ilia.    But  they  do  not  answer  so  well 
cases,  when  new  instruments  are  re-  as  straight  instruments,  it  beinsless 
quired,  should  be  selected  and  given  convenient  to  apply  the  necessary  force, 
to  the  forceps-maker,  and  he  should  be  and  more  difiicult  to  regulate  its  direc- 
instructed  to  make  the  jaws  to  fit  the  tion.    In  extracting  teeth  which  have 
neck  of  the  tooth  exacdy,  leaving  sufii-  their  fangs  laterally  compressed,  and  are 
cient  room  for  the  crown  of  the  tooth  to  placed  in  a  row  with  other  teeth  of  like- 
be  free  from  pressure, but  not  more  than  shaped  fanes,  the  only  available  move- 
will  be  necessary  to  clear  the  enamel,  ment  will  oe  at  right  angles  with  the 
When  the  forceps  are  closed  upon  the  row,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  greatest 
tooth  they  should  embrace  not  only  the  diameter  of  the  fengs.    This  may  be 
anterior  and  posterior,  but  a  part  ^the  obtained  whetiierthe  forceps  be  straight 
lateral  surface  also.    The  lateral  inci-  or  rectangular ;  but  with  an  instrument 
sores  require  forceps  made  upon  the  of  the  latter  shape  the  movement  must 
same  principles,  but  somewhat  less  in  be  an  attempt  at  rotation  with  a  mo- 
size.    These  arc  liable  to  greater  varia-  tion  upwards.    The  centre  of  the  ro- 
tion  in  external  dimensions  than  any  tatory  movement  will  be  either  at  the 
other  teeth.    Sometimes  they  are  very  extremity  of  the  jaw  of  the  instrument, 
small  indeed,  at  other  times  they  are  towards  which  the  hand  is  turned,  or 
almost  f.s  large  as  the  neighbouring  else  in  a  line  with  the  handles  of  the 
teeth.  It  will  be  advantageous  therefore  instrument  and  wrist.    Force  applied 
to  have  difierent  sizes  of  instruments  in  this  manner  would  seem  to  be  anven 
from  which  to  select.  at  great  disadvantage,  and  much  ex- 
The  incisores  of  the  lower  are  smaller  pended  on  the  alveolus ;  there  inflicting 
than  those  of  the  upper  maxilla,  and  injury,  which,  although  in   the  vast 
much  more  compressed  laterally.   For-  majority  of  cases  scarcely  complained 
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of  by  the  patient,  prevents  the  mouth 
from  so  speedily  recovering  from  the 
openttion. 

Fbroeju/or  txiractiitj  tiu  molarer. 
The  molares  of  the  auperior  maxiUa 
have  three  hngs— two  external,  one 
internal.  Of  the  two  external  fangs, 
the  anterior  is  the  largest,  and  is  placed 
in  a  plane  external  to  the  posterior 
fang,  which  is  shorter  as  wellas  smaller. 
The  third,  the  internal  fang,  is  thicker 


Fio.  1. 


Pio.2. 


Fia.  S.  FarcnM  ftir  ntnctioi  mglarcs  al  Ite 
right  >ldt  of  thi  inferior  mulll*^ 

■  ■ndt,  utcrwrudponerin-fTOOTa  Ibr  tba 
ntCTwU  snrbec  of  Uw  neck  of  Uw  tooth. 

>  snd  d,  ■Dtetlor  and  roMcrior  (Toort  ArllM 
taceptlonof  thecmvedtkiorthe  iDBernrfta 
iirtlieiMckaftlwUiciUi. 

Via.  *.  Tb>  MOM  tuMnuHBt  ■■  §eta  In  Ir.  S, 
bdl  with  ■  section  Ibnnigh  the  neck  of  an  infaior 
moJuia  from  Um  right  aide  In  the  grsn.  Hm 
lett«n  iDdinle  the  nnw  puts  u  In  8^.  1 

and  of  greater  length  than  either  (rf 
the  others,  and  is  situated  opposite  to 
the  posterior  external  fang,  and  the 
space  between  that  and  the  anterior 
external  tang.     The  divergence  of  the 

-*-i--ii*-  --ri—  —  ' —  -  -oi-'M    '^P  '"''^8  place  at  the  point  where 

r'tffi.SS^'U.^'^,,^  I  .1,  ™_i.„  '""^  **>°'^  becomes  concealed  in  the 
p^.«'SS^.G^V^«'„*W'^,.'SElSS  »'"^°1'-.  i'^^'^-g  the  neck  with  a  fonn 
nrfsaofUieDediorthetooth.  suchaswouldresiilt  fromthe  HKclutina- 

thJiSKrESS^*"  "*  "^"^  -^  th.  b«  0*    aon  of  the  fengs,  having  the^cribed 
ri<>.s.The«uDef)iroei)i,withnKct<oDDrthe    relative  position.      At   this   point  the 
Hckor^nioUriitnintlierii^ltDiHlornuillln    forceps  should  be  applied  for  the  re- 
-helrtSi  TTtaU,  the  lami  put*  at  In  Uw    P"™  "^  the  tooth,     instruments,  for 
■'     'pat.  It  will  require  two,  one  for  each  side, 
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right  and  left,  must  be  made  upon  the  however,  sometimes  much  smaller  than 

same  generalprinciples  as  those  already  the  other  molares;    in  which  case  a 

described.    The  jaw  for  the  external  smaller  instrument  might  be  required, 

surface  of  the  tooth  must  have  tno  but  that,  when  of  small  size,  they  are 

grooves — the  anterior  the  larger,  the  for  the  most  part  removed  bv  the  appU- 

posterior  smaller,  and  upon  a  plane  cation  of  so  slight  a  force  that  any  in- 

intemal  to  the  external  groove.     The  strument,  whicn  can  apply  itself  at  all, 

jaw  for  the  interior  surface  must  have  will  serve  for  their  removal, 

but  one  groove,  and  that  fitted  to  the  The  molares  of  the  inferior  maxilla 

base  of  the  internal  fane.    From  the  having  two  fangs,  and   these    being 

position  of  the  molares  of  the  superior  situated,  with  respect  to  each  other, 

maxilliB,  the  jaws  of  the  instruments  directly  anterior  and  posterior,  eive  the 

for  their  extraction  must  necessarily  neck  of  the  tooth  formed  by  their  junc- 

be  bent  at  an  angle  with  the  handles,  tion  a  central  groove  upon  the  external 

This  angle  should  not  be  less  than  is  and  internal  surfaces ;  and  as  these  are 

absolutely  necessary,  for  the  more  the  the    surfaces  to  be    grasped  by  the 

instrument  deviates  from  straightness  forceps,  the  jaws  of  the  instrument 

the  greater  is  the  difficulty  of  using  it  must  have  a  corresponding  form.    Of 

The  angle  in  my  own  instruments  is  the  fangs,  the  anterior  is  in  each  direc- 

not  less  than  135  degrees,  and  I  think  tion  the  larger,  being  both  broader  and 

they  would  be  better  were  it  even  larger,  thicker  than  the  posterior  fang.    These 

The  handles  should  have  a  general  curve  teeth  stand  rather  obliquelv ;  while  the 

in  ^e  opposite  direction  to  t^e  jaws,  external  latertd  surface,  being  lai|^r 

The  mouures  of  the  superior  maxilla  than  the  internal,  gives  a  line  passing 

have  the  two  external  &ngs  parallel  to  through  the  centre  of  the  neck  of  the 

each  other  in  their  direction  in  the  tooihfrom  without  inwards,  a  direction 

alveoli.    The  internal.  Which  is  not  slightly  backwards  as  well  as  inwards, 

only  the  largest  but  the  longest  also.  From  this  conformation  it  becomes  ne- 

diverges  from  the  two  preceding  &ng8,  cessary  to  have  forceps  for  each  side, 

and  passes  upwards  ana  inwards  towards  right  and  left    The  jaw  of  the  instru- 

the  internal  wall  of  the  antrum,  and  is  ment  to  be  applied  to  the  inner  side  of 

inclosed  ;in  tolerably  dense  bone.   The  the  neck  of  toe  tooth  must  be  rather 

external  alveoli  are  composed  of  thin  posterior  as  well  as  smaller  than  that  for 

and  porous  bone.    In  removing  these  the  outer  side  ;  since  the  inner  sur&ce 

teeth,  dien,  Uie  tooth  being    firmly  of  the  tooth  is  on  a  plane  somewhat pos- 

grasped  at  its  neck,  the  first  motion  terior  to  the  outer  surfiice.     The  jaws 

shomd  be  slightly  inwards  to  disengage  of  the  instrument  must  be  bent  at  an 

the  fangs  from  the  external  alveoli,  angle  of  not   less    than    135.      The 

The  force  should   then   be   directed  handles  straight,  or  nearly  so.    I  saw 

downwards  and  outwards  in  the  direc-  a  pair  of  forceps  something  upon  this 

tion  of  the  internal  fang.     If  these  pre-  plan,  except  tnat  one  pair  only  was 

cautions  be  observed,  no  difficulty  will  made,  and  that  equally  applicable  for 

be  found  in   removing   the  superior  the  extraction  ofmolarsofttie  lower  jaw 

molares,  and  the  operation  will  be  com-  of  either  side ;  the  grooves  in  the  jaws 

pleted  not  only  in  less  time  but  with  being  exactly  opposite  to  each  other, 

less  pain  than  would  have  arisen  had  and  of  equal  size.    The  jaws  were  also 

the  key  instrument  been  used.    The  bent  at  a  right  angle  with  the  handles, 

first  and  second  molares  of  the  superior  The  dentes  sapientiie  of  the  inferior 

Tn^^-gill^  are  so  nearly  alike  in  size  and  maxilla,  if  situated  on  a  plane  with  the 

shape,  that  an  instrument  well  fitted  anterior  molores,  may  be  removed  with 

to  one  will  serve  equally  well  for  the  the  same  instruments :   for  althou^ 

removal  of  the  other.  the  ftings  are  often  united  in  a  mass  of 

The  third  molaris  or  dens  sapientiae  conical  shape,  yet  the  grooves  on  the 

of  the  upper  jaw,  though  the  fiangs  are  outer  and  inner  sor&ces  are  marked, 

often  united  into  one  conical  mass,  yet  These  teeth  are,  however,  not  unfr^ 

the  shape  of  the  neck  of  the  tooth  is  so  quently  situated  in  the  angle  formed 

like  those  of  the  preceding  teeth,  that  by  the    junction  of  the  lateral    and 

an  instrument  which  is  suited  for  the  ascending  rami  of  the  jaw;   in  whicn 

removal  of  the  anterior  molares  is  often  case  the.  forceps  for  their  extraction 

quite  well  adapted  for  the  removal  of  the  should  be  shaped  at  the  edge  so  as  to 

wkdom  teeth.  The  dentes sapientisare,  fit  into  the  so-formed  angle,  and  mad« 
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also  with  the  jaw  for  the  inners  side  of  least  as  fiir  as  the  forceps  for  the  molares 

the  tooth  longer  than  that  for  the  outer  are  concerned.    I  have  not  thought  it 

side,  since  in  such  cases    the   inner  necessary  to  give  figures  of  the  instru- 

sides  of  tiie  ahroli  are  on  a  lower  level  ments  for  the  removal   of  the  front 

than  the  outer.  teeth. 

In  removing  molares  of  the  lower  The  instruments  themselves  may  be 

jaw,    the   blaaes  of   the    instrument  seen  at  Mr.  Evrard's,  of  Charles  Street, 

should  be  carefullv  thrust  down  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  who  has    taken 

free  edge  of  the  alveoli,  which  part  of  much  pains  ana  bestowed  good  work- 

the  operation  is  easily  effected,  in  conse-  manship  on  the  making  of  forceps  for 

quence  of  the  decreasing  size  of  the  extracting  teeth, 

teeth  from  the  crown  to  the  fanes;  4), Mortimer4tre«t, CavendUh-sq. 

little  more  is  needed,  indeed,  than,  after  May  i9th»  i84i. 

placing  the  blades  at  the  edge  of  the    ; : 

eum,  to  close  the  instrument.    Having 

obtained  firm  hold  of  the  neck  of  the  OPERATION  OF  PUNCTURING  THE 

tooth,  the  first  motion  should  be  in-  MEMBRANA  TYMPANI  IN 

wards,  by  which  the  tooth  is  detached  DEAFNESS. 

from  the  external  plate  of  the  alveoli :  

this  being  done,  the  tooth  should  be  7^  i^^  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette, 
forced  outwards  and  upwards,  and  so 

removed.     The  fangs  of  these  teeth  ^**» 

have,  however,  not  unfi^quently,  a  Will  you  allow  me  to  lay  before  the 
curve  backwards ;  if,  therefore,  a  tooth  profession,  through  the  medium  of  the 
of  this  kindoffers  considerable  resistance  Medical  Gazette,  some  interesting 
when  its  extraction  is  attempted,  the  facts  relative  to  the  operation  of  punc- 
movement,  after  the  tooth  has  been  turing  the  membrana  tympani  in  deaf- 
forced  laterally,  should  not  be  perpen-  ness,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  state 
dicular,  but  in  a  curved  du^ction  those  which  I  consider  to  be  the  true 
similar  to  the  inclination  of  the  fangs,  indications  for  its  performance. 

Teeth  are  not  exempt  fix)m  irregula-  It  is  well  known  that  Sir  Astley 
rities  of  form,  which,  however,  are  Cooper  performed  the  operation  about 
principally  found  in  the  frings ;  one  •  for^  years  ago  in  several  casea  with 
fang  is  divided  into  two  at  its  apex,  or  sucn  success  as  to  excite  hopes  of  its 
is  bent  at  its  terminati/)n ;  yet  even  becoming  a  ^nd  aeent  in  the  restore- 
these  varieties  do  not  mateidally  affect  tion  of  heanng.  He  was  led  to  pro- 
the  shape  of  the  neck  of  the  teeth,  pose  it  from  observing  that  not  unfre- 
which  partis  so  uniformly  the  same,  that  quently  persons  with  loss  of  the  mem- 
it  is  rare  to  find  a  tootli  to  the  surface  brane,  congenital  or  morbid,  retain 
of  which  tlie  described  forceps  will  not  the  auditory  function  in  tolerable  in- 
a^ly  themselves  with  tolerable  and  teffrity. 

sufficient  exactness.  There  are  teeth.  The  only  cases  in  which  it  was  fini 
however,  which  deviate  so  much  from  considered  applicable  were  obfiruc- 
the  regular  form,  that  no  forceps,  unless  tion  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  extra- 
made  for  each  particular  tooth,  would  vasation  of  blood  into  the  tympanal 
be  well  suited  for  its  extraction,  but  cavity;  butastherewere  then  no  means 
that  such  teeth  are  generally  small,  and  of  diagnosinfi^  these  conditions  with 
oflfer  little  resistance  when  their  re-  certainty,  and  as  the  optretion,  wlien 
moval  is  attempted.  it  came  to  be  performed  in  a  large 

In  writing  on  the  subject  of  forceps  number  of  cases,  failed  ei^tensivdy,  it 

for   extracting   teeth,    I  might   have  soon  fell  into  general  desuetude, 

quoted  more  authorities  and  have  given  At  the  present  time  obstructions  of 

many  extracts  from  works  on  dental  the  tuba  Eustachii,  and  extravasation 

surgery.     It  has  not,  however,  been  my  within  the  tympanum,  can  generally  be 

pun)ose  to  write  a  history,  but  merely  relieved  by  other  means ;  and  the  best 

to  describe  certain  fonns  of  instruments  authorities,  Kramer  and  Itard,  recom- 

which  seem  best  adapted  for  general  mend  the  operation  only  in  cases  of  in- 

use.  vincible  occlusion  of  the  Eustachian 

The  foregoing  description  will  he  canal,  or  where  there  is  thickening,  in- 
rendered  more  intelligible  by  referring  sensibiliiy,  or  cartilaginous  hardness  of 
to  the  figures  with  the  explanation,  at  the  membrane.    After  bestowing  much 
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attention  on  the  subject  in  my  own    in  motion  sand  or  small  seeds  strewn 
practice^Ihave  ascertained  that  another    on  its  surfEice.      The   conclusions  of 
important  class  of  ear-affections  may    Savart  have  been  confirmed  by  Pro- 
be relieved  by  the  operation  in  question,    fessor  Wheatstone. 
and  which  have  an  advantage  to  the       Taking  the  physioloey  of  hearing  as 
practitioner     over     those     previously    a  key,  we  might  explain  the  benefit 
known,  of  being  easv  of  recognition,    derivedfrom  puncturing  the  membrana 
It  is  not  at  all  proved  that  in  complete    tvmpani  in  such  cases  by  supposing 
stricture  of  the  Eustachian  passage,  the    that  the  aperture  exposed  the  mem- 
deafness  can  be  relieved  bv  openinjg;    brane  of  tne  fenestra  rotunda  to  the 
the  tympanmn.    Whether  this  condi-    impulsion  of  sound,  and  that  it  does 
tion  be  generally  accompanied  by  other    not    act   by  restoring   the    vibratory 
pathologicid    changes,    is    uncertain;    function  of  the  membrana  tvmpani. 
out  I  have  performed  it  in  cases  where    There  are  certain  facts  which  make 
I  had  provett  the  tube  to  be  impervious,    this  latter   opinion    improbable,    and 
by  careful    catheterism  and  the  air-    which,    indeed,    do    away    with    the 
douche,  without  producing  the  slightest    necessity  of  entertaining  it,  by  proving ' 
benefit,  so  that  1  feel  a  doubt  if  it  is  in    that  hearing  may  exist  in  the  absence 
such  cases  that  relief  has  been  ob-    of  the  tympanic  membrane.      Many 
tained ;    and  it  must  be  remembered    cases  of  aural  disease  have  been  re- 
that  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his  successful    corded  where  there  was  entire  loss  of 
cases,  had  no  means  of  diagnosing  the    the  membrane,  with   preservation  of 
state  of  the  tube  further  than  the  sen-    hearing.    There  is  an  interesting  cir- 
sations  of  his  patients,  which  are  un-    cumstance  connected  with  perforation 
certain  even  in  the  most  intelligent.         from  disease,  namely,  that  it  is  essen- 
The  class  of  cases  to  which  I  refer    tial  for  the  stapes  to  remain  in  sM,  or 
as  beings  those  in  which  puncture  or    else  the  auditory  function  is  lost.   This 
trephining  of  the  tympanum  may  be    has  been  often  observed,  and  is  con- 
performed  with  promise  of  success,  is    finned  by  some  experiments  of  Cruick- 
that  in  which  pus  has  formed  as  a  con-    shank,  who  destroyed  seriatim  the  mem- 
sequence  of  otitis  intemat  and  escaped    brana  tvmpani,    malleus,  incus,  and 
by  the  suppurative  process  through  the    stapes ;  loss  of  hearing  not  ensuing  till 
membrana  tympanum,  the  opening  in    the  destruction  of  the  stapes.    In  such 
which  has  subsequently  healed,  leaving    cases  it  is  difiicult  to  conceive  how 
the  ear  affected  with  aeafhess.    On  in-    sonorous  vibrations  can  reach  the  audi- 
auiry,  loss  of  hearing  will  often  be    tory  nerve,  unless  it  be  through  the 
lound  to  occur  in  this  manner : — ^there    medium  of  the  fenestra  rotunda.    It 
is  first  ear-ache  and  distension  of  the    cannot  be  held  that  the  waves  of  sound 
tympanum,     and,    unless     resolution    affect  the  stapes  H^er  it  has  lost  all 
snould  ensue,  these  symptoms  are  re-    connection  with  the  membrana  tym- 
lieved  by  the  dischar^  of  pus,  which    pani,  as  this  would  contradict  a  law 
generally  terminates  in  three  or  four    in  acoustics,  that  sound  excited  in  the 
days,  but  may  continue  to  be  secreted,    air  is  not  propa^ted  from  air  to  solid 
in  a  modified  form,  for  weeks,  or  even    bodies  with  sufficient  readiness  to  sub- 
years;  andiftheotorrbcea  should  cease,    serve  the  purposes  of  hearing.     We 
and  the  membrane  close  by  cicatriza-    know  that  bone  is  an  excellent  con- 
tion,  deafness  is  sure  to  be  caused,  or    ductor  of  sound ;    but  from  the   law 
agKTavated  if  it  has  previously  been    stated,  a  watch  cannot  be  heard  through 
induced  by  the  disease.     In  these  cases    the  medium  of  the  teeth  unless  placed 
I  conceive  the  deafness  depends  on  the    directly  in  contact  with  them.    A  re- 
thickening  and  increased  tension  ne-    centwriter  appears  to  believe  that  sound 
cessarily  produced  in  the  membrana    may  be  transmitted  from  the  air  to  the 
tympani  by  cicatrization  after  loss  of    stapes ;    a  "    much  greater  influence 
substance  in  it.     Savart  has  shewn  by    being  required  when  the  impression  is 
experiment  on  the  membrane  prepared    made  on  the  stapes  or  on  the  fenestra 
for  the  purpose,  that  when  in  a  tense    ovalis  to  throw  it  into  vibration,  than 
state  it  only  vibrates  to  a  limited  ex-    when  the  bone  or  membrane  is  in  flu- 
tent  ;  while  when  somewhat  relaxed,    enced  by  the  natural  means."    But  in 
as  in  the  ordinary  condition,  sounds    another  passage  he  entirely  negatives 
excited  in  its  neighbourhood  occasion    his  opinion  by  stating  that  **  the  anato- 
vibrations  sufficiently  powerful  to  set    mical  arrangement  will  not  permit  the' 
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belief  that  the  small   bones  can  be  certain,  that  ulcers  extending  through 

influenced  without  vibration  ^  of  the  its  whole  substance  do  heal,  so  as  to 

membrane,'*  meaning  the  membrana  restore  its  continuity.    I   have   seen 

tympani.    The  reason  why  hearing  is  cases  proving  this,  where  patients  for 

80  much  affected  by  the  absence  or  pre-  years  nad  been  able  to  force  air  through 

sence  of  the  stapes  is  because  the  loss  of  the  tympanum,  and  then  lost  the  power, 

the  stapes  from  the  connection  of  its  after  wnich  the  tympanic  membrane 

base  with  the  membrana  fenestrse  ovalis  could  be  seen  through  a  speculum  quite 

would  occasion  the  escape  of  the  fluid  entire.    I  have,  even  in  some  cases 

of  the  labyrinth,  and  thus  destroy  the  where  a  circular  piiece  of  membrane 

function  of  the   membrana  fenestrie  was  removed  artificially,  seen  the  aper- 

rotundee.  ture  completely  close  in  a  fortnight 

The  opinion  was  held  long  ago  by  after  the  operation. 

Scarpa,  that  the  air  of  the  tympanum  Sir  Astiey  Cooper  used  a  pointed 

and  the  fenestra  rotunda  was  one  of  probe,  but  various  improvements  in 

the  paths  by  which  sound  reached  the  instruments    have    since    been  intro- 

labyrinth.   This  was  opposed  on  various  duced.    A  stilet,  the  square  perfomtor 

grounds,  but  is  now  aaopted  bv  many  of   Buchanan,    the   round   punch   ot 

eminent  physiologists.    Mr.  Tod  be-  Himly,  have  each  been  recommended, 

lieved  that  the  use  of  the  round  mem-  Sig.  Fabrizzi  constructed  a  very  beau- 

brane  was  to  allow  the  motion  of  the  timl  instrument  on  the  principle  of  the 

labyrinthic  fluid  when  the  impulse  was  trephine,  but  with  a  cutting  edge.    It 

delivered  to  it  by  the  ossicles  and  oval  is  a  modification  of  this  instrument  on 

membrane.    This  hypothesis  is  sup-  the  side  of  simplicity  and  celerity  I 

ported  by  Prof.  Toda.    Mr.  Tod  as-  have  used  for  some  time,  applying  the 

sertedin  corroboration  that  the  ossicula  tvmpanatoire  to  the  inferior  quarter  of 

were  only  present  in  animals  possessed  the  membrane,  anteriorly  to  the  handle 

of  a  cochlea  and  fenestra  rotunda ;  but  of  the  malleus.    Previous  to  the  re* 

comparative  anatomy  shows  that  frogs  movalofa  circular  portion,!  invariably 

have  a  perfect  tympanic  cavity,  yet  puncture  the  membrane  with  a  cataract 

want  the  fenestra  rotunda :  the  chain  needle,  which  produces  no  ill  efiect, 

of  auditory  bones  being  in  them  the  and  shows' beforehand  the  amount  of 

only  means  of  conducting  sound  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  major 

labyrinth.    On  a  review  of  the  whole  operation. 

ouestion,  I  believe  the  opinion  of  Scarpa  Up   to    the   present   time   I   have 

the  most  correct    Miiller  has  shown,  trephined    the  membrana  tympani  In 

by    direct   experiment,    that   though  about  thirty  cases.   Some  of  these  have 

sound  is  not   readily    communicated  been  already  published.    The  day  on 

from  air  to  water,  yet  the  communica-  which  I  write,  a  patient  called  on  me 

tion  is  easily  effected  if  the  air  and  for  whom  I  pertormed  the  operation 

water  are  divided  by  an  animal  mem-  two  years  ago.    His  object  in  calling 

brane,  in  the  manner  the  membrane  of  was  to  assure  me   of  his  continuea 

the  fenestra  rotunda  separates  the  air  acuteness  of  hearing.     I  stated,  at  the 

of  the  tympanal  cavity  from  the  fluid  commencement,  that  nearly  all  who 

of  the  labyrinth  j  so  that  there  seems  have  had  previous  discharge,*  with  an 

to  be  no  fact  of  auditory  acoustics  op-  open  state  of  the  tympanum,  followed 

posed  to  the  view  of  Scarpa,  that  sound  by  suppression  and  closure,  may  be 

reaches  the  sensorium  by  the  air  of  the  relievea  of  deafness  by  the  tympana^ 


.         .  -  supposed  to  act  as  a  remedy 

bones  are  destroyed,  hearing  may  still  where  there  has  been  disorganisation 
take  place  by  the  sound  fenestra  and  its  of  the  ossicles  accompanied  by  the 
membrane.  escape  of  the  aquula  of  the  labyrinth, 
I  am  aware  that  the  question  h^  it  being  absolutely  necessary  to  hearing 
been  agitated,  whether  or  not  the  loss  that  the  labyrinthic  fluid  and  its  mem- 
of  substance  of  the  membrana  ^mpani  branes  shall  remain  intact, 
ean  be  reproduced.  It  is  difficult  to  After  the  performance  of  the  opera- 
ascertain  whether  the  new  ^wth  be  tion,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
of  similar  structure  to  the  original  mem-  seclude  the  patientrrom  sound  as  much 
brane,  or  factitious,  but  of  this  I  am  as  possible.    Slight  inflammation  has 
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sometimes  ensued,  but  never  to  a  serious  in  the  orbit;  one  morning,  however, 

extent.  after  the  patient  had  been  out  to  a  late 

Apologizing  for  having  extended  my  hour  the  night  before,  she  found,  on 

remarks  to  such  a  length,  I  remain,  binding  up  the  ri^t   eye,  that  she 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  could  no  longer  direct  the  left    eye 

James  YEASsuiY.  towards  a  book  she  wished  to  read, 

29,  SsckvUle  Street,  May  17, 1S41.  but  that  the  cornea  wss  completely 

fixed  in  the  inner  canthus.    The  print 


A  CASE  OP  LUSCITAS  SFAffHCA,  ?PP«a«^  f?,^«'  ^^^7  indistinct,  an!  the 

A  y^iLOMii  Kir  4jc7ox^xxxxo  .^j^oii^rt,  inner  eyelids,  more  especially  the  up^ 

WITH  OBSERVATIONS.  per,  felt  stiff,  and  its  movements  were 

limited.      The    patient    being   much 

To  the  Editor  ((f  the  Medical  Gazette,  alarmed  by  this  circumstance,  called 

Si^^  upon  me  a  few  days  afterwards  for 

As  the  following  case  is  one  of  rare  advice. 

occurrence,  and  presents  some  interest-  On  the  8th  of  March,  when  I  for  the 

ing  peculiarities,  I  shall  feel  greatly  first  time  saw  her,  nothing  abnormal 

obliged  by  your  giving  it  inserSon  in  could  be  distinguished  in  the  right  eye- 

your  valuable  journal,  and  remain,  sir,  l>all^  neither  in  its  position  nor  movc- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ments ;  the  iris  even  responded  Pfoperly 

Aug.  Fbanz,  M.D.  Leipsic,  to  different  degrees  of  light    The  left 

M.R.C.S.  &c.  eye,  on  the  contrary,  was  permanently 

19,  Golden  Square,  &ced  in  an  inverted  position,  so  that 

MayMtb,  1841.  ^^^  quarter  of  the  cornea,  which  was 

Mrs.  W.,  aged  42,  of  robust  and  pie-  not  only  directed  inwards,  but  also  a 

thoric  habit,  has,  during  several  years,  little  upwards,  was  hidden  by  the  inner 

been  subject  to  rheumatism.    In  the  canUius  and  the  upper  lid.     When  the 

beginning  of  January  last  she  suffered  right  eye  was  closea  the  left  could  not 

from  severe  cold  in  the  head,  with  be  brought  into  a  proper  position,  but 

toothnche,  and  acute  lancinating  pain  remained  immoveably  inverted.    The 

over  the  left  half  of  the  face,  attended  pupil,  although  somewhat  shaded  by 

with  some  degree  of  fever.    With  a  the  inner  canthus,  was  diminished  in 

little  care,  ana  the  use  of  some  do-  size,  and  did  not  answer  to  difibrent 

mestie  medicines,  the  cold  abated  and  degrees  of   light,   nor  contract   even 

the  febrile  symptoms   subsided ;    the  when  a  strong  light  was  concentrated 

face-ache,  however,  although  to  a  cer-  into  it  by  means  of  a  lens.    On  opening 

tain  extent  diminished,  was  confined  ^e  eyes,  the  aperture  between  the  lids 

to  the  left  orbit,  and  assumed  a  remit-  was  of  the  same  extent  in  both  eyes ; 

tent  character*  It  appeared  principally  but  the  upper  lid  of  the  left  eye  could 

towards  evening,  lasted  during  a  part  only  with  difficulty  be  moved  down- 

of  the  night,  and  became  more  intense  wurds,  and  then  dia  not  entirely  cover 

with  bad  weather.  At  each  of  the  pains  the  globe :  it  could,  however,  be  brought 

a  slight  inversion  of  the  left  eye  was  in  contact  with  the  lower  Ud  when 

observed,  which  became  in  time  more  drawn  down  with  the  fingers.    In  the 


the  paroxysms,  as  was  the  case  at  the  felt  compressed,  and  as  if  pushed  for- 

commencement  of  the  complaint,  but  wards,  and  in  the  orbit  was  perceptible 

remained  permanently  inverted,    Wi^  a  sensation  of  fulness  and  tension,  with 

this  inversion  the  necessary  concomi-  an  occasional  pricking  and  lancinating 

tant  of  double  vision  now  made  its  pain.      There  was  no  intolerance  <» 

appearance;    although    slight  in  the  fight.    On  closing  the  ri^hte^e,  remote 

be^nning,  it  increased  in  the  same  objects  could  not  oe  distingmshed,  and 

ratio  as  the  inversion,  and  was  at  last,  those  near  her  were  seen  very  indis- 

so   annoying    that    the    patient   was  tinctly  and  faintly.    When  both  eyes 

obliged  to  blind  one  eye  or  the  other  were  open,  the  double  vision  was  well 

in  order  to  follow  her  pursuits  of  read-  markeo. 

ing,  needlework,  &c.     When  the  ri^ht       From  the  history  of  the  case,  and  the 

eye  was  closed,  the  left  or  squinting  appearance  of  the  affected  eye,  I  was 

eye  assumed  always  its  proper  position  induced  to  believe  that  the  complaint 

705.— xxviii.  2  P 
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was  a  spasmodic  affection  of  eome  of  the  proximate  cause.  The  spasmodic 
the  muscles  of  the  eye  and  upper  lid,  affection  extended  to  the  rectus  inter- 
dependent on  a  rheumatic  or  hysteric  nus,  probably  to  the  rectus  superior 
cause,  and  consequently  ordered  the  and  inferior,  and  also  to  the  obliquun 
following  treatment  to  be  pursued: —  inferior  and  levator  palpebne  supe- 
Eight  leeches  to  the  temple ;  linseed  ripris,  as  is  evident  from  the  direction 
'  poultice,  with  Herb.  Hyoscyami,  to  the  of  the  cornea  inwards  and  a  little  up- 
eye ;  a  warm  bath  on  two  succeeding  wards,  and  from  the  limited  motion  of 
days ;  after  which  perspiration  was  the  upper  lid  downwards.  The  affected 
promoted  by  means  of  Pulv.  Ipecac,  muscles  being  only  those  supplied  by 
comp. ;  the  bowels  were  kept  eently  the  third  pair  of  nerves  or  motores 
open.  On  the  third  day  the  affected  oculorum,  it  can  hardlv  be  doubted  that 
eye  could  already  be  moved  from  the  the  rheumatism,  whicn  at  first  affected 
inner  canthus  towards  the  centre  of  the  the  left  half  of  the  face,  was  in  time 
orbit,  when  the  other  was  closed,  but  restricted  to  the  sheaths  of  the  left 
returned  to  its  inverted  position  on  the  oculo  motorius  exclusively.  It  seems 
cessation  of  the  effort  of  will.  £m-  moreover  probable,  that  not  only  the 
plast.  Cantharidis  was  then  applied  muscular  branches  of  this  nerve  were 
Dehind  the  left  ear;  the  eye  was  affected  by  rheumatism,  but  also  the 
fomented  with  Infus.  Antnemides  short  thick  branch  given  off  to  the 
et  Hyoscyami ;  Ung.  Hydr.  with  a  ciliary  canglion,  and  mat  thus  was  oc- 
little  Extr.  Belladonns  rubbed  into  casioned  the  permanent  spasmodic  con- 
the  lids ;  irritating  foot-baths  at  bed-  traction  of  the  pupillary  mar^n  of  the 
time,  and  Tinct.  Colchici,  which  acted  iris,  and  consequently  the  diminished 
freely  on  the  bowels,  were  ordered,  and  size  of  the  pupil- 
the  left  eye  principally  to  be  used.  By  In  eyes  affected  with  inversion  I  have 
these  means  the  inversion  and  other  sometimes  noticed  the  pupil  to  be  con- 
symptoms  were  ^fradually  lessened,  and  tracted,  but  at  other  times,  and  indeed 
disappeared  entirely  a  fortnight  after  far  more  frequently,  dilated.  The  in- 
the  commencement  of  this  treatment ;  teresting  question  now  presents  itself— 
so  that  at  this  time  the  eyeball  had  its  how  far  this  difference  in  the  state  of 
proper  position  in  the  orbit,  enjoyed  the  pupil  may  be  considered  as  a  diag- 
freedom  of  motion  in  all  directions,  nostic"  sign,  as  regards  the  primary 
could  be  completely  covered  by  the  cause  of  the  inversion  ?  Prom  the 
upper  lid,  and  the  pupil  was  of  its  pro-  above  case,  and  from  some  other  obser- 
per  dimensions,  expanding  and  con-  rations  I  have  made  in  this  respect, 
tracting  regularly :  in  fact,  no  difier-  it  appears  to  me  that  a  contracted  pupil 
ence  existed  between  both  the  eyes,  in  an  inverted  eye  would  indicate  that 
As  the  sclerotica  was  yet  somewnat  the  original  cause  of  the  inversion  was 
vascular,  and  a  slight  sensation  of  ten-  a  spasmodic  state  of  one  or  more  of 
sion  was  felt  in  the  orbit  on  moving  the  muscles ;  for  if  this  state  continues 
the  eye,  the  use  of  Tinct.  Colch.  ana  some  time,  it  will  make  the  temporary 
the  ointment  was  continued  for  a  few  contraction  of  the  pupil  and  muscles  of 
days,  and  the  patient  advised  never  to  the  permanent  eye.  Professor  Miiller*, 
wash  the  face  with  cold  water.  Under  on  the  other  hand,  says,  "  There  is  a 
this  treatment  the  affection  soon  certain  degree  of  paralysisof  the  muscles 
vanished,  and  the  eye  has  ever  since  with  contraction,  or  also  a  contraction 
been  perfect  in  its  position,  movements,  with  atrophy."  In  club-foot,  the  gas- 
end  function  of  vision,  as  the  iris  also  trocnemius  sometimes  presents  eitlier 
in  its  actions.  the  one  or  other  of  these  conditions. 
Theacconiplishmentof  a  cure  under  Now,  if  the  inversion  of  an  eye  has 
this  mode  of  treatment  in  so  short  a  been  caused  by  such  conditions  of  the 
space  of  time,  proves  that  the  perma-  muscle,  I  think  we  may  fairly  expect 
nent  inversion  or  hucitas  in  this  case  the  state  of  the  pupil  to  be  that  of  dila- 
was  not  the  eflect  of  a  disease  of  the  tation.  The  pupil  may,  however,  be 
brain,  nor  of  paralysis,  or  any  other  dilated  by  being  much  shaded  by  the 
affection  of  the  musculus  rectus  exter-  inner  canthus,  when  the  eye  is  inverted 
nus,  nor  of  any  adventitious  growth  in  to  a  great  extent,  without  any  reference 
the  orbit,  but  was  of  a  spasmodic  na-  to  the  existing  muscular  defect. 

tnre,  at  first  remitting  but  subsequently     .   

permanent,  of  whicn  rheumatism  Was  ♦  Physioiogry,  toI.  ii.p.  ss,  Cermmn  edition. 
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ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  of  BOOXS.  principles  may  be  divided  into  four 

great  classes  ;  namely,  the  aqueous  ;  the 

satcharine,  (including  sugar,  starch,  and 

••L'AMsnrntiieftalBiiKirceiiDelsiecteQrw  Tmegar);    the   albuminous:    and     the 

tiifti«lirtgfr."-fl'Ai.«MB««r.  oleaginous.    These  are  the  "  four  prin- 

— —  ciples  by  which  the  higher  animals  are 

Ontlu  Itatur»md  Treatment  rfStom<u>h  l?^^^J^\±^^?h  '^%e^Z 

w    rt'^T^'^^ltl'  ^S;  contain  more  or  less  of  afi  four  ,-^ 

W  "n^Z^"^  hdloti^rtt  ^"^'ri"^  "^^'"^  '«  singularly  iUustrated 

^,,    J^'^Ci-Av'^^^7  by  the  composition  of  milk;  which, 

7'i5^*'rr°l*iu  Vil^    •  •  b^ing  the  only  material  prepared  by 

London,  ChurchiU,  1840.  ^^^l,  expressly  as  food,  mgk  be  ex- 

Mamt  of  the  doctrines  contained    in  pected  to  exhibit  a  model  of  what  food 

this  work  will  certainly  be  embodied  in  ought  to  be.  Andaccordinglywefindthat 

the  practice  of  English  medical  men  the  milk  ofall  animals  contains,  besides 

during  the  next  half  century.    Instead,  water,  a  saccharine,  an  albuminous, 

therefore,  of  filling  the    brief  space  and  an  oleaginous  principle, 

which  we  can  allot  to  a  review,  with  Having  dismissed  this  subject,  he 

any  comments  of  our  own,  we  will  pre-  passes  in  natural  order  to  the  process 

sent  our  readers  with  an  outline  of  the  of  assimilation,  under  which  term  lie 

plan  which  Dr.  Prout  pursues  in  tracing  includes  "  every  process  directly  or  indi- 

the  connexion  of  urinary  diseases  with  rectly  concerned  in  the  assimilation  of 

indigestion ;    although  this  is  a  title  alimentary  matters  into  the  textures 

which  by  no  means  does  full  justice  to  of  a  living  animal  body."     And  these 

the  scope  of  the  work.  processes  he  divides  into  two  classes — 

In  the  introduction  Br.  Prout  gives  the  primary  and  the  secondary,  of  which 
a  short  sketch  of  his  opinions  on  the  "  the  primary  assimilating  processes 
nature  of  some  of  the  minuter  opera-  compnse  the  process  of  digestion,  and 
tions  of  the  animal  economy,  which  he  all  the  intermediate  processes  of  sangui- 
has  already  made  known  to  the  world  in  fication  inclusive ;  whilst  the  seconotiry 
his  Bridgewater  Treatise,  and  of  which  assimilating  processes  comprise  those 
the  present  work  exhibits  the  practical  by  which  the  textures  of  the  living 
appucation.  He  alludes  first  to  the  con-  body  are  first  formed  from  the  blood, 
fititution  of  of  ganised  bodies  in  general,  and  .afterwards  re-dissolved  and  re« 
which  he  shews  to  be  composed  of  two  moved  from  the  system." 
classes  of  materials.  The  first  class,  The -primary  assimilating  processes 
comprising  hydrogen,  carbon,  oxygen,  mustbeofat  least  three  kinds.  In  the  first 
may  be  called  essential  elements;  be-  place,  the  food  must  be  dissolved,  and  be 
cause  it  is  of  these  that  the  bulk  of  all  made  to  unite  with  alimentary  water — 
organized  matter  essentially  consists,  a  process  styled  reduction.  When  an 
The  other  class,  which  Dr.  Front  terms  organized  substance  contains  a  small 
incidental  elements,  comprises  a  number  quantity  of  combined  water,  it  is  said 
of  principles,  such  as  sulphur,  phos-  to  be  strong  or  hiph  j  when  it  contains 
phorus,  iron,  &c.  which  exist  in  very  a  larger  proportion  it  is  said  to  be  re- 
minute  quantity,  but  yet  exercise  a  duced,  or  weak  or  low.  Thus  we  read 
moat  important  influence  on  the  pro-  of  strong  and  weak  sugars,  glues,  &c. 
perties  of  the  organized  matter  in  which  The  reducing  operation  of  the  stomach 
they  are  contained.  It  is  to  the  pre-  is  well  exemplified  in  the  conversion  of 
sence  of  these  incidental  elements  that  the  stropgfirm  albun^en  of  ege  or  meat 
the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  organized  to  the  weak  low  albumen  of  the  chyle, 
matter  are  to  be  attributed;  that  "the  coagulation  of  which  is  imperfect, 
difilerent  kinds  of  meat,  for  instance,  and  so  wanting  in  tenacity  as  to  offer  a 
though  alike  composed  of  oily  and  striking  contrast  with  the  coagulated 
albuminous  matter,  yet  vary  so  re-  albumen  of  the  egg,"  Secondly,  since 
markably  in  their  sensible  quahties,  the  chyle  is  always  the  same  in  its  com- 
and  in  their  effects  on  the  constitution,  position,  the  stomach  must  possess  a 

In  the  next  place,  Dr.  Prout  proceeds  converting  power,  by  which  it  can  change 

to  consider  organized  matter  as  ali-  the  simple  alimentary  principles  into 

ment  \  and  observes  that  alimentary  each  other.    Thirdly,  there  must  be  an 
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ofyoMuing  or  tttalizmg  power,  by  which  But  both  the  formative  and  the  destrue* 
the  crude  aliment  may  oecome  fit  to  be  tive  assimilation  of  these  tissues  may  be 
amalgamated  with  the  living  body.  deranged ;  and  various  unnatural  corn- 
Now  it  is  probable  that  either  of  poun£,  such  as  sugar,  oxalic  acid,  and 
these  three  processes  may  be  separately  carbonate  of  ammonia,  may  be  pro- 
deranged.  The  dissolving  or  reducing  duced.  Thus,  when  sugar  or  oxalic 
power  may  be  feeble — a  defect  sufii-  acid  is  present  in  the  urine,  there  is 
ciently  obvious  in  common  indigestion ;  frequently  visible  disorganization  of 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  this  process  the  gelatinous  tissues,  in  the  form  of 
may  be  morbidly  active,  as  in  diabetes,  carbuncles,  cutaneous  diseases,  &c.^ 
in  which  complaint  farinaceous  (and  And  thus  '*  diabetes  very  frequently  (as 
perhaps  other)  matters  are  reduced  to  far  as  my  personal  observation  goes, 
the  state  of  a  low  sugar.  says  Dr.  Prout,  alioay$)  accompanies 
Again,  there  may  DC  a  deficiency  of  carbuncles,  and  malignant  boils  or  ab- 
the  converting  function,  of  which  func-  scesses  allied  to  carbuncles.  This  is  a 
tion  the  conversion  of  saccharine  into  fact  mentioned  by  several  of  the  older 
albuminous  and  oleaginous  matters  writers,  and  is  of  great  importance  to 
appears  to  be  the  most  important  ope-  surcjeons." 

ration.  This  defect  we  also  see  exem-  with  regard  to  the  albuminous  tissues, 
ph fied  in  diabetes,  in  which  the  stomach  Dr.  Prout  wlieves  that,  when  eficte,  they 
is  incapable,  as  in  health,  of  converting  are  converted  by  the  secondary  destnic- 
vegetable  aliment  into  the  elements  of  tive  assimilating  processes  into  lithic 
chyle  or  blood.  ''Moreover,  the  con-  acid,  in  the  form  of  lithate  of  ammonia, 
verting  process  may  be  wrongly  per-  which  is  excreted  in  the  urine ;  and  in 
formed ;  the  saccharine  matter,  lor  in-«  the  same  manner  he  attributes  the  U- 
stance,  instead  of  being  converted  into  thate  of  ammonia,  which  is  deposited 
chyle,  may  be  converted  into  oxalic,  from  the  urine  in  ordinary  indigestion, 
lactic,  and  other  acid  and  deleterious  to  ■  the  decomposition  of  the  imperfect 
matters.  albuminous  matters  during  the  primary 
,"  But  even  supposing  the  reducing  and  assimilating  processes.  "But,  again, 
converting  functions  of  the  stomach  to  be  the  lithate  of  ammonia  appears  in  the 
performed,  the  third,  or  vitaUeing  func-  urine,  also  when  no  food  has  been  taken 
tion,  may,  in  some  instances,  be  suspend-  into  the  stomach,  and  when  therefore 
ed,  or  otherwise  deranged."  Thus,  when  its  formation  can  only  be  referred  to 
too  much  food  is  taken,  although  it  may  secondary  mal  -  assimilation  of  the 
be  dissolved  and  converted,  **  yet  the  albuminous  contents  of  the  blood,  or 
vitaliging  function  is  withheld,  and  the  albuminous  tissues ;  as,  for  instance, 
superfluous  matter  eliminated  with  the  in  certain  fevers,  and  other  severe  con- 
bile,  or  in  the  form  of  lithate  of  am-  stitutional  diseases." 
monia  in  the  urine."  In  other  cases  Having  thus  spoken  of  the  assimi- 
the  imperfectly  vitalized  chyle  may  be  lating  processes,  and  given  a  general 
converted  into  the  tubercle  of  struma,  idea  of  their  arrangements,  and  navinff 
or  the  chalkstone  of  ^ut.  next  treated  of  tne  composition  ana 
The  secondary  assimilating  processes  properties  of  the  blood;  of  the  func- 
are  of  two  kinds — the  formative  and  tions  of  the  liver,  and  of  the  relations 
the  destructive.  By  the  first,  the  tissues  of  the  bile  to  the  assimilating  pro- 
are  formed  out  of  the  blood ;  by  the  cesses ;  of  the  composition  of  the  bile^ 
second,  they  are,  when  effete,  resolved  and  of  biliary  concretions ;  of  the  func- 
into  it  again  I  and  they  may  be  *' either  tions  of  the  kidneys,  and  of  the  rela- 
converted  into  principles  of  a  higher  tions  of  the  urine  to  the  assimilating 
order  designed  for  ulterior  purposes,  or  processes ;  of  the  composition  of  the 
into  effete  and  crystallizaDle  matters  urine  and  of  urinary  calculi;  he  enters 
designed  to  be  excreted  from  the  sys-  on  the  grand  purpose  of  his  work, 
tern. '  which  is,  the  exposition  of  the  diseases 

Dr.  Prout  believes  that  the  gelatinous  qf  assimiltUion  and  (^  secretion, 
Hssues,  when  effiste,  are  **  converted  into        "  We  shall  now  attempt  to  shew," 

two  classes  of  principles,  of  which  urea  he  observes,  "  that  the  processes  hy 

or  its  equivalent  constitutes  one  prin-  which  alimentary  matters  are  assinu- 

ciple )  and  the  saccharine  principle,  in  lated  in  animal  bodies,  are  constantly 

the  form  <^  lactic  acid,  the  other:"  and  liable  to  be  deranged,  both  in  degree 

these  escape  by  the  kidneys  and  skin,  and  in  kind ;   that  such  derangements 
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of  the  assimilating  processes  are  mani-  milk,  eggs,  &c.  to  the  exclusion' of  low 
fested  by  corresponding  derangements  farinaceous  matter,  (such  as  potatoes, 
in  the  various  products  secreted  from  arrow  root,  &c.),  and  most  especially 
animal  bodies  by  the  organs  designed  of  every  form  of  crjrstallizable  sugar, 
for  such  purposes,  and  especially  by  and  of  fruits  containing  it.  Porter, 
the  liver  and  kidneys ;  and,  lastlv,  that  from  its  containing  no  undecomposed 
the  relations  existing  between  the  de-  saccharine  matter,  is  to  be  preferred  to 
ranged  products  of  secretion,  and  the  ale.  Much  comfort  and  relief  from  the 
proximate  principles  by  which  animals  constant  craving  and  thirst  may  be 
are  maintained,  and  of  which  their  obtained  by  usinff  oleaHnous  matters, 
bodies  consist,  enable  us,  in  many  in-  such  as  butter  and  fat  bacon,  in  consi- 
stances,  to  acquire  a  more  correct  derable  quantity.  Further,  Dr.  Prout 
knowledge  of  the  organ  deranged,  as  believes  tnat,  "  from  the  chemical  pro- 
well  as  of  the  nature  of  its  derange-  perties  and  analogies  of  gum,  it  is  pro- 
ments,  than  can  be  obtained  by  any  bable  that  it  is  not  converted  (at  least 
other  means."  so  readily)  into  sugar  or  oxalic  acid  as 

**  We  divided  the  proximate  alimen-  farinaceous  matters."     He  is  not  yet 

tar}*^  and  staminal  principles  of  animals  able  to  state  the  effects  of  it  as  an  ali- 

into  four  great  classes;  viz.  the  aqueous,  ment  in  diabetes,  but  throws  out  the 

the  saccharine,  the  albuminous,  and  hint  as  well  worthy  of  being  pursued, 
the  oleaginous  classes ;    and,  in  con-        Whilst  speaking  of  the  complication 

formity  with  this  arrangement,  we  shall  of  diabetes  with  hepatic  disorder.  Dr. 

consider  the  physiolo^'^  of  the  assimi-  Prout  makes  a  few  judicious  observa- 

lating   processes    under    four   similar  tions  on  the  employment  of  mercury  in 

heads."  general. 

Under  the  first  of  these  is  discussed        "  The  extraordinary  and  immediate 

the  pathology  of  aqueous  assimilation  benefit  often  afforded  by  mercury  in 

and  secretion,  and  of  excess  or  defi-  common  affections  of  the  assimilating 

ciency  of  urine.  organs,  is  one  of  the  great  sources  of  its 

In  the  second  chapter  we  find  the  abuse.    Medical  men  know  the^  can 

pathology    of  saccharine  assimilation  produce  by  its  means  a  certain  otf  hand 

and  secretion  ;  of  diabetes ;  and  of  dis-  effect ;  and  to  save  themselves  trouble, 

eases  connected  with    the   unnatural  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  gain  the 

developiUent  of  the  oxaUc  and  lactio  doubtful  reputation  of  being  decisive 

acids.  and  quick  in  their  practice,  tney  resort 

With  regard  to  diabetes  uid  saccha-  to  mercury  without  due  regard  to^  its 
rine  urine,  their  essential  nature  may  remote  conseq^uences.  Twenty  or  thirty 
probably  be  thus  stated.  The  reducing  years  ago,  this  abuse  of  mercury  was 
function  of  the  stomach  is  too  active,  so  carried  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
that  the  food  is,  in  a  mat  measure,  it  is  at  present.  A  calomel  piU  at 
brought  into  the  form  of  a  low  su^.  night,  and  a  black  dose  in  the  morniUR, 
The  converting  function  is  defective,  were  the  panacea  for  all  diseases  in  all 
so  that  this  low  suCTr  passes  unchanged  kinds  of  constitutions ;  from  the  con- 
into  the  blood,  and  the  ^eater  part  of  gested  liver  of  the  overgorged  alder- 
it,  instead  of  being  assimilated,  is  sepa-  man,  to  the  torpid  liver  of  the  weak 
rated  by  the  kidneys  in  a  crystallizable  and  indolent  female." 
form.  And  not  only  these  primaty  In  proceeding  to  particularise  the  ill 
assimilating  processes  are  deranged,  efiects  of  this  kmd  of  practice,  he  ob- 
but  the  secondaiy  also  5  that  is  to  say,  serves — 

the  gelatinous  tissues,  when  absorbed        "  Patients  who  habitually  take  ca- 

again  into  the  blood,  are  ako   mal-  lomel  are  more  than  ordinarily  subject 

assimilated,  and  converted  into  some  to  periodical  congestions,    or    hUSarit 

form  of  saccharine  matter.  attackSt  as  they  arc  termed ;  and  such 

From  these  views  of  the  nature  of  biliary  attacks  will  rarely  yield  to  any 

diabetes,  many  important    inferences  other  remedy  than  calomel.     Nor  is 

may  be  drawn  concerning  its  treatment,  the  insensibility  to  gentler  expedients, 

The  diet  should,  as  a  general  rule,  thus  too  often  produced  in  the  soundest 

consist  of  high  or  ttrong  aliment,  not  constitutions  by  the  use  of  mercury,  its 

too  easy  of  redmctUm ;    animal  food,  only  fault ;   the  habitual  use  of  tins 

twice  a  day,  with  bread,  and  any  simple  remedy  is  capable  of  exciting  positive 

articles  that  can  be  prepared  from  flour,  mischief  on  the  assimilating  functions, 
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and  on  the  kidneys  of  some  individuals,  pathology  of  albuminous  assimilation 
as  will  be  shewn  in  a  subsequent  part  and  secretion ;  and  the  first  section  of 
of  this  Volume.  Moreover,  those  who  it  to  derangements,  accompanied  with 
are  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  in  excess  or  deficiency  of  urea  in  the 
a  decree  far  short  of  salivationv  are  urine ;  a  subject  very  little  understood 
notonously  liable  to  take  cold,  rheu-  before  the  publication  of  the  first  edition 
matism,  &c.  from  slight  exposure ;  and  of  this  work  in  1821. 
various  formidable  and  fatal  diseases.  The  second  section  treats  of  albu- 
as  phthisis,  &c.  can  often  be  distinctly  minous  urine  in  the  two  forms  of 
traced  to  such  exposure  under  the  in-  chylous  and  serous.  *'  The  presence  of 
fiuence  of  mercury."  "  I  am  prepared  the  albuminous  matter  of  cnyle  in  the 
for  the  objection  that  many  individuals  urine  he  supposes  to  depend,  partly  on 
begin  the  use  of  mercury  early,  and  some  imperfection  in  the  assimilating 
continue  it  with  the  same  evident  ad-  process,  by  which  the  chyle  is  not 
vantage  to  extreme  old  age ;  and  I  meet  raised  to  the  blood  standard ;  and 
this  objection  by  the  statement,,  that  partly  on  an  imperfection  in  the  func- 
many  individuals  begin  the  free  use  of  tion  of  the  kidney,  by  which  such  im- 
wine  and  spirits  at  an  early  age,  and  perfectly  assimilated  chyle  is  not,  as  in 
continue  to  use  them  to  extreme  old  the  healthy  condition  of  the  kidney, 
age  ;  but  no  one,  forgetting  the  millions  converted  into  the  lithate  of  ammonia." 
that  have  in  the  meantime  fallen  The  serous,  or  what  is  commonly  known 
victims  to  the  abuse  of  fermented  by  the  term  albuminous,  urine  is  then 
liquors,  will  contend  that  such  ought  elaborately  treated  of,  together  with 
to  become  the  rule ;  and  the  same  re-  that  degenerated  condition  of  the  kid- 
mark  is  strictly  applicable  to  the  abuse  neys  which  has  been  illustrated  by 
of  mercury."  the   labours   of  Bright,    Rayer,  and 

The  presence  of  oxalic  acid  in  the  Christison. 
system  is  to  be  attributed  sometimes,        The  two  next  sections  treat  of  die 

although  rarely,  to  the  use  of  vegetables  lithicacid,  and  of  that  rare  kind  of 

containingit,aa  articles  of  diet — rhubarb  urinary  deposit  termed  cystic  oxyde. 

stalks  and  sorrel,  for  instance ;  but  of  **  With  regard  to  the  ^neral  patho- 

courae,  as  a  general  rule,  it  can  only  be  logical  relations  of  lithic  acid  and  ito 

ascribed  to  a  derangement  of  the  con-  compounds,  we  may  remark,  that  as  the 

verting  power  of  the  stomach,  whereby  lactic  acid,  developed  principally  dur- 

saccharine  matter   is   converted   into  ing  the  secondary  mal-assimilation  of 

oxalic  acid ;  or  to  a  mal-assimilation  of  the  gelatinous  tissues,  was  considered  as 

the  gelatinous  tissues.    The  observa-  the  characteristic  feature  in  rhenma- 

tions  of  Dr,  Prout  concerning  the  pre-  tism ;    so   the    lithic   acid,  developed 

valence  of  the  oxalic  diathesis  during  principally  during  the  mal-assimilation 

the  Asiatic  cholera  in  1832,  and  during  of  the  albuminous  textures,  may  be 

the  late   influenzas,    are    highly    in-  considered  as  the  characteristic  feature 

teresting.  in  gout.    Moreover,  when  the  lactic 

Another  acid,  formed  through  mal-  and  lithic  acids  are  developed  together, 

assimilation  of  saccharine  matter,  is  as  they  may  be,  and  often  are,  the 

the  lactic ;  "  the  development  of  which,  phenomenon  may  be  supposed  to  show 

in  excepting  the  primary  organs  of  that  the  mal-assimilation  involves  both 

ajBsimilation,   constitutes    one    of  the  the    gelatinous  and  dbuminous  tex- 

most  troublesome  forms  of  dyspepsia;  tures;  and  that  the  accompanying  dia- 

whilst  its  development,  during  certain  ease  piulakes  of  a  mixed  cnaracter,  or, 

forms  of  secondary  mal-assimilation,  is  in  fact,  constitutes  what  is  not  impro- 

supposed   to    give  occasion  to  many  perly  termed  rheumatic  goui;  a  form  of 

senous  and  most  painful  affections ;  of  disease  which    every  one   knows    ia 

which  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  affec-  usually  of   a  more    deep-seated    and 

tions  are  the  most  remarkable."    We  obstinate  character  than  either  gont 

wish  that  we  could  extract  some  of  the  or  rheumatism  alone." 
practical  observations  on  common  indi-        The  following  observation  respecting 

gestion,  bilious  attacks,  nervous  head-  alkalis  is  worth  notice.    "  By  giving 

ache,  the  operation  of  malaria,  and  the  alkalis  in  combination  with  tonics,  the 

abuse  of  alkalis,  which  Dr.  Prout  has  good  effects  of  both  are  often  lost;  but 

embodied  in  this  section.  their  separate  use  is  often  highly  bene- 

Thc  third  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  ficial.    Thus  I  often  give  tonics  (even 
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the  mineral  acids)  before  and  between  We  would  gladly  extend  our  analysis, 
meals,  at  the  same  time  that  alkalis  are  did  our  limits  permit.  But  we  beueve 
given  after  meals;  and  with  the  best  that  we  have  enabled  the  reader  to 
effect."  comprehend  the  philosophical  plan  on 
In  the  next  chapter  is  considered  which  the  work  is  constructed;  and 
the  pathology  of  oleaginous  assimila-  the  length  to  which  we  liave  already 
tion  and  secretion ;  of  obesity  and  lean-  gone  will  show  sufficiently  our  sense  of 
oess;  and  of  concretions  of  cholestcrine,  its  value.  In  fact,  we  can  honestly  say, 
or  gall-stones.  "We  cannot  help  quoting  that  there  is  not  one  element  of  plea- 
Dr.  Prout's  caution  to  the  lovers  of  the  sure  or  of  profit  that  can  be  derived 
ptttis  de/oiegras.  He  thinks  it  probable  from  any  medical  work,  that  may  not 
that  the  wretched  geese  sometimes  have  be  found  in  this.  The  practical  man 
their  revenge.  "  Indolent  and  dyspeptic  will  meet  with  original  observations  on 
individuals,  who  partake  of  these  dis-  the  effects  of  remedies,  that  bear  the 
eased  and  poisonous  })roductions,  can  stamp  of  truth  and  experience,  and 
scarcely  be  supposed,  m  all  instances,  with  clear  directions  for  the  discrimi- 
to  assimilate  them;  and  consequently  nation  and  treatment  of  disease;  and 
run  considerable  risk  in  inoculating  not  of  disease  merely,  but  of  those 
and  converting  their  own  livers,  or  states  of  imperfect  health,  the  regula- 
other  organs,  into  a  mass  of  disease."  tion  of  whicli  will  be  confessed  by  all. 
Nor  can  we  omit  the  following  (juery.  who  know  their  profession  practically. 
Having  noticed  the  large  proportion  of  to  be  quite  as  difficult  and  important 
&t,  and  the  existence  of  pnosphorus  in  as  the  cure  of  actual  disease.  And, 
the  nervous  and  cerebral  tissues,  he  lastly,  respecting  the  physiological 
says,  "  As  the  quantity  of  fatty  matter  views  embodied  in  this  work,  time 
in  animals  seems  to  bear  an  inverse  may  or  may  not  show  them  to  be 
relation  to  the  quantity  of  bodily  and  entirely  true ;  but  we  believe,  with 
mental,  i.  e,  of  nervous  activity;  can  their  author,  that  they  are  neither  use- 
the  leanness- proverbially  produced  by  less  nor  ^oundless;  and  that  they  fur- 
nervous  activity  be  referred  to  the  nish  an  insight  into  the  more  recondite 
more  rapid  consumption,  and  conse-  operations  of  the  animal '  economy,  as 
quent  renovation,  from  the  oleaginous  well  as  many  indications  for  the  ti^at* 
principle,of  the  general  mass  of  nervous  ment  of  disease  that  are  as  yet  attain- 
matter  ?  Farther,  is  not  this  extra  con-  able  by  no  other  means, 
sumption  of  the  nervous  matter  attended  _ 

by  tne  presence  of  a  larger  proportion  ^^ 

of  phosphorus  in  the  urine?    And  can-         \/ri?T\jr^  at     r^  a  ^T^Tn^i? 
not  the  occasional  appearance    of  a*     MJI/UICAIj   fj^A^tAlitj. 

W  proportion  of  ttie  earthy  phos-                   ^^      j^  4  jg^l 
phates  m  the  unne  be  referred  to  the                           ' 
same  operations  ?"  

The  next  chapter  is  devoted  to  the        "  Licet  omnlbut,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dl^niUtem 

patholoG^  of  the  incidental  principles ;  ArttM  Utdiem  tueri ;  potestM  modo  veniendi  in 

of  the  pnosphorus,  lime,  and  magnesia,  publicum  lit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuse." 

and  of  the  urinary  deposits  formed  from  Cicbro. 

them. 

The  remainder   of   the   work    dis-  MEDICAL  EDUCATION, 
cttsses,  in  due  order,  the  subjects  of  ^  ...  ,  , 
calculi  in  the  kidneys  and  ureters,  and  ^^^'^  ^***^^  ™«>''«  *a^  ^^X  "^^^^  P^^ 
the  diseases  likely  to  be  confounded  o^  ^^  present  system  of  the  Medical 
with  them ;  of  calculi  in  the  bladder.  Schools  obstructs  every  real  improve- 
Mid  of  disewes  of   the  bladder;    of  ^^^^   -^    j^^dical   education  -  which 
niemorrhaffe  from  the  urinary  organs ;  ^     ,    .     ^il              - 
the  incontinence,  retention,  and  sup-  ^^^^^  ^"  ^"«  ^»y  ^^  ^^ery  attempt  to 
pression  of  urine ;   of  the  effects  of  make  good  use  of  the  annual  hospital 
solvents  on  stone  in  the  bladder ;  and  examinations,  and  which  precludes  the 
of  lithotrity  and  lithotomy ;    and  we  possibility  of  a  careful  system  of  con- 
must  not  omit  to  mention,  that  the  .     .               ,       j  •  j-  -j    1  •    * 
whole    is    illustrated  with    staUstical  «**"*'  personal,  and  mdmdual  instruc 
tables,  and  with  plates  of  urinary  de-  ti^"  o^  ^^e  students— is,  as  we  have 
posits  and  calculi.  often  remarked,  the  multiplicity  and 
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difficulty  of  the  subjects  which  are  put  of  a  man-  more  than  he  can  accompliBh 

before  the  medical  pupil  during  his  may  make  him  diligent — may  induce 

first  winter's  studies  in  London.    They  him  to  do  his  best,  andmay  keep  him  from 

are  such  as  no  student  possessed  of  any  idleness.    But  even  for  this  the  present 

short  of  the  most  extraordinary  talents  scheme  is  inefficient.     It  is  notorious 

can  master,  and  such   as    the    great  that  the  majority  of  students  in  their 

majority  utterly  fail  in  their  endeavour  first  season  do  not  so  much  as  attempt 

to  become  acquainted  with.  to  learn  all  that  is  set  before  them.   The 

If  any  person,  of  good  natural  talent,  idlest  and  most  modest,  in  despair  of 

well-cultivated,  and  knowing  the  ex-  accomplishing  any  thing,  give  up  every 

tent  and  the  difficulties  of  the  study  of  thing ;  the  wisest  and  most  industrious 

sciences  in  these  days,  were  told  that  neglect  two  or  three  of  their  subjects, 

(being    previously    altogether    unac-  and  profitably  study  the  remainder;  the 

quainted  with  them)  he  must  in  the  most  confident  and  most  unwise  at- 

next  seven  months  learn  a  considerable  tempting  them  all,  succeed  in  none,  and 

amount  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  at  the  end  of  the  season  are  scarcely  more 

both    practical    and    theoretical, — of  advanced    in    knowledge   than  those 

Chemistry  in  all    its  wide-spreading  who   have  altogether  neglected  their 

branches, — of  the  Materia  Medica  with  studies.    So  that  this  excess  of  demand 

Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics, — ^and  of  does  not  even  engender  industry,  and 

the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  he  in  all  who  attempt  to  comply  with  it 

would  surely  start  at  the  exorbitance  produces  a  result  of  ignorance, 

of  the  demand,  and  confess   his  in-  For  the  truth  of  what  we  assert  we 

competency  to  accomplish  one  half  of  would  refer  those  who  are  dissatisfied 

such  a  task.    He  might,  indeed,  un-  with  our  authority,  to  any  one  having 

dertake  to  acquire  a  smattering  of  each  a  general  practical  knowledge  of  the 

— a  vague  notion  of  their  general  prin-  condition  of  medical  students  as    to 

ciples  and  their  most  important  facts ;  their    acquirements    in    the    several 

but  for  the  attainment  of  a  sound  prac-  branches  of  their  studies :  not,  indeed,  to 

tical  acquaintance  with  them  all,  and  any  one  lecturer,  for  he,  it  is  probable, 
of  a  knowled^ge  of  them  which  should^will  not  know  any  thing  further  than  the 

enable  him  to  bring  in  the  applications  state  of  his  own  class ;  but  to  one  who 

of  each  to  the  practice  of  a  profession —  has  a  general  knowledge  of  the  results 

for  this,  we  repeat,  no  man  of  good  of  education,  and  is  acquainted  with 

judgment,  or  acquainted  with  his  own  the   state   in  which  students  usually 

power  of  acquiring  knowledge,  would  present  themselves  for  examination.  Or, 

ever  profess  himself  competent.  And  yet  if  this  be  not  sufficient,  then  let  them 

all  this  is  actually  put  before  medical  look  to  the  circumstances  in  which 

students,  the  majority  of  whom,  when  students  contend  at  hospital  examina* 

they  arrive  in  London,  have  never  fun-  tions ;  and  they  will  find  that,  although 

dameptally  learned  a  single  science,  the  standard  set  for  the  attainment  of 

and  have  had  their  minds  no  further  prizes  does  not  involve  more  knowledge 

cultivated  than  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  a  subject  than  each  student  ought, 

of  a  provincial  school,  and  have  lost  for  the  public  safety,  to  possess,  yet 

much  even  of  the  good  that  that  might  the   prizemen    are  almost  invariably 

have  given,  in    the   listless  and  un-  those  who  have  neglected  some  of  their 

profitable  practice  of  dispensing.  subjects  of  study  that  they  might  de- 

Now,  it  may  be  said,  such  a  scheme,  vote  themselves  exclusively  to  those  in 

though  defective,  can  do  no  harm ;  to  ask  which  they  have  succeeded.    Or  again 
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(and  thkilB  perhaps  the  beet  evidence  of  which  medical  education  will  always 

all),  let  them  learn  the  proportion  of  lamentably  fail  of  its  object,  is  wholly 

students   (even  the   more  industriors  prevented;  and  what  should  be  teaching 

among  them)  who,  having  in  the  regular  degenerates  into  an  useless  and  unfruit- 

course  of  their  studies  made  themselves  ful  system  of  lecturing  and  listening, 

acquainted  M^ith  the'  most  important  Now  if  it  be  granted  that,  in  the 

and  ptactically  useful  parts  of  their  pro-  study  of  medicine,  no  knowledge  which 

fiession,  go  to  grinders  to  be  provided  for  is  not  sound  and  capable  of  being  ap- 

a  few  days  with  the  little  knowledge  of  plied  in  practice  is  worth  attaining  (and 

the  rest  that  is  requisite  for  passing  of  this  we  suppose  there  is  no  doubt), 

their   examinations.     From   this,    as  it  is  obvious  that  the  system  which  ne- 

plainly  as  from  all  the  rest,  undeniable  cessarily  involves  the  imperfect  leam- 

proofs  will  be  obtained  that  the  curr-  ing  of  one  or  of  all  the  subjects  ap- 

culum  of  medical  education  is  greatly  pointed  to  be  studied,  must  be  injurious, 

overcharged;    and  that,  in    the  first  That  the    present    system    does   this 

winter   session    more   especially,  the  ig  certain;    and   it   is   therefore   the 

amount  of  knowledge  required  to  be  plain  duty  of   those   who  guide  the 

learnt  is  greater  than  can  be  reason-  schemes  of  education  to  contemplate 

ably  demanded   of    any  one   whose  the  propriety  of  altering  it,  either  by 

talents  or  intellectual  cultivation  arc  spreading  the  subjects  of  study  over  a 

not  much  higher  than  those  of  the  wider  space  of  time,  or  by  duninishing 

great  majority  of  medical  students.  their  number. 

The  evils  of  this  error  branch  out  In  looking  through  the  list  of  lec- 
very  widely ;  they  are  by  no  means  tures  to  be  attended  in  the  first  winter 
coniSned  to  the  loss  of  the  student's  session,  with  a  view  to  determine  which 
time,  or  to  the  idleness  to  which,  dis-  of  them  may  best  be  spared,  the  deci- 
gusted  with  the  diflRculty  of  his  pur-  sion  at  once  falls  on  those  on  chemistry, 
suits,  he  too  often  resorts ;  the  whole  We  have  never  been  advocates  for  a 
machinery  of  medical  education  is  put  low  standard  of  general  knowledge  in 
out  of  order  by  their  existence.  Each  medical  practitioners,  but  suzely  custom 
lecturer  is,  for  his  own  part,  bound  to  more  than  sound  sense  has  led  to  the 
endeavour  to  make  his  pupils  learn  the  retaining  of  this  science,  considering 
subject  that  he  teaches,  and,  regardless  what  it  has  now  become,  in  the  list  of 
of  tiie  rest,  must  reconamend  it  to  their  ordinary  medical  studies.  What  are 
especid  attention.  Thus  his  authority  the  relations  between  the  almost  bound- 
comes  in  confirmation  of  the  error ;  and  less  investigations  of  modem  chemistry 
too  often  the  leabt  useful  subjects  arp  and  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
•tndied  to  the  neglect  of  the  most  im-  gery  P  They  are  really  very  few,  and 
portant.  Or,  if  this  be  not  the  case,  are  no  more  than  arj,  or  ought  to  be, 
the  lecturer,  finding  that  some  of  his  taught  in  the  lectures  on  materia 
pupils  advance  well  in  his  subject,  medica.  No  doubt,  some  half  century 
while  othere,  engaged  perhaps  with  ©r  more  ago,  chemistry  and  medicine 
something  else,  gain  no  knowledge  of  ^yere  much  more  intimately  connected. 
it,  cannot  wait  for  these  last,  but  must  But  of  late  years  the  two  sciences  have 
leave  them  in  their  ignorance  to  study  widely  diverged;  medicine  has  become 
at  some  future  time,  in  any  way  they  much  less  a  matter  of  physic,  and  che- 
maybeable.  Thus  the  regular  practice  mistry  has  almost  entirely  given  up 
of  a  systematic  personal  and  individual  drug^  and  remedies  of  disease,  and  has 
instruction  by  examinations,  without  betaken  itself  to  heat  and  light,  gal- 
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yanism  and  magnetisin,  and  a  hundred  said  that  much  of  physiology  con^U 

other  things  wMch  have  really  no  greater  of  applications  of  chemical  science, 

connection  with  the  practice  of  medi-  we  grant  it,  but  reply,  that  the  object 

cine  than  have  astronomy  and  geology,  of  an  ordinary  medical  education  is  to 

So  complete  is  the  separation  of  che-  make — not  learned  physiologists,  but 

mistry  from  medicine,  that  the  former,  good  practitioners,  and  that  this  can  be 

which  used  to  be  taught  by  physicians  accomplished  without  a  knowledge  of 

only  in  the  medical  schools,  has  passed  physiological  chemistry,  but  not  w^ith- 

into  the  hands  of  professed  lecturers^  out  a  steady  and  energetic  application 

who  know  no  more  of  medicine  than  the  of  the  mind  to  practical  subjects  for  at 

average  of  practitioners  do  of  modem  least  three  years.    Or  if,  again,  it  be 

chemistry.  urged,  that  in  prescribing,  and  other 

The  education  in  a  medical  school  parts  of  practice,  chemical  laws   are 

ought,  we  maintain,  to  be  exclusively  daily  to  be  regarded,  we  answer,  that 

professional ;   the  knowledge  of  such  all  that  relates  to  these  things  is  taught 

subjects  as  are  preparatory  to  medical  in  lectures  on  materia  medica ;  and  that 

study,  and  that  cultivation  of  the  intel-  if  it  were  not,  they  may  be  learned 

lect  by  the  study  of  some  of  the  abstract  as  mere  rules  of  routine,  and  are  in  fact 

and  exact  sciences,  which  alone  render  only  so  known  by  the  majority  of  those 

the  pupil  capable  of  appreciating  and  whose  practice  is  most  successful,  and 

duly  learning  others,  should  be  brought  whom  it  would  be  happy  if  medical 

to  the  medical  school — should  be  ob-  students  could  be  made  to  equal  in 

tained,  if  at  all,  before  the  attendance  on  their  skill. 

medical  lectures  is  commenced.    It  is    -. . 

too  much  to  expect  of  any  man  that  he  rqYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

will  both  learn  to  study,  and  will  study  SOCIETY. 

medicine  in  the  Mme  year ;  and  if  for  ^^.j.  „,y  „ 'j,^, 

the  mteUect  s  sake  chemistry  must  be 

studied   by    every  medical  pupil,  he  '^^'^  Pubsidbnt  in  tbb  Chair. 

should  come  to  his  professional  pursuits  

ready  prepared  with  it:  he  should  learn  A  Que  of  SubeUnAo-axiHary  Aneurum, 

it  with  his  Latin  and  Greek,  and  with  ^^^"^  '^'"''^t  ^  o^r*^*^"'  ^^^ 

,.          *u        *.          T               J    ..   i_     !•.  F.  C.  Skey,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Assurtant-Snr- 

his  mathematics.     In  a  word,  it  should  geon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hocpital. 

form  part  of  general  not  of  medical  »r„»   «     •      i  ^       .    *v           v 

,        .              °                               v*M*,«  yhe  aneunsmal  tumor  m  the  case  here  re- 
education, lated  was  of  small  sixe,  and  was  situated  at 
We  hold  this  the  more  confidently,  i^ut  an  inch  (rom  the  outer  border  of  the 

becauseif  chemistry  be  entirely  removed  ll^  »«denu8  muscle.    It  had  existed  about 

- .1^  ,.  .     r      V     1    ..•■•.         «  .  two  months,  when  the  patient  put  himself 

from  the  list  of  school-studies,  all  its  under  the  care  of  the  author ;  and,  as  it  was 

useful  and  practical  applications  will  rapidly  advancing,  the  operation  was  imme- 

Btilll)e  taught  in  the  coureeon  materia  ^^]^  determined  on.    The  mode  of  per- 

mA<)i/.fi  r»«ru«ir                   «     u'V'  forming  the  operation  is  thus  described : — 

medica,  one  half  or  more  of  which  ism  ^  i  cfTmmenced  an  arehed  incision  about 

fact  composed  of  lectures  on  medical  three  inches  above  the  clavicle,  dose  to  the 

chemistry.    We  refer  to  the  lectures  by  ^^^^  border  of  the  stemo-mastoid  muscle, 

Dr.  Pereira.  which  we  published  some  ^^^"^  ^^"^"o'^if'X'^JS 

years  since,  and  confidently  ask  whe-  which  I  exposed  to  somewhat  more  than 

ther  any  more  chemical  knowledge  than  <>ne.half  of  its  length.    This  flap,  convex 

is  contained  in  them  is  essential  to  a  !r.^±.*il '  ir^"^^^^^^      ''^^^?!.'^^J*"* 

,       J      -             .  .        ««-""«  w  o  putysma  muscle.     A  httle  careful  dissection 

sound  and  safe  practitioner.    If  it  be  with  a  blunt  sUver  knife  exposed  the  lower 
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belly  of  the  omo-hyoideus,  and  a  portion  of  not  present  himself  at  the  infirmary  until 

the  aac,  through  the  walls  of  which  the  pul-  the  30th. 

sations  of  the  artery  were  Tisible.  On  the  Between  that  time  and  the  8th  of  January^ 
inner  side  the  external  border  of  the  scale-  when  the  operation  was  performed,  a  rapid 
nus  was  also  exposed ;  and  by  tearing  away  increase  took  place  in  the  size  of  the  tnmor. 
the  cellular  tissue  in  this  space  by  means  of  Unlike  the  author  of  the  paper  briefly  alluded 
a  blunt  hook  and  a  silver  knife,  the  trans-  to  above,  Mr.  Halton  prefers  the  mode  of 
Tersalis  colli  and  supra-scapular  arteries  were  makingthefirst  incision  which  was  first  recom-' 
brought  into  view,  arising  from  the  thyroid  mended  by  the  late  Mr.  Ramsden,  namely,  that 
axis  within  the  sealeaus  muscle,  and  pro-  in  the  line  of  the  clavicle,  from  a  belief  that 
ceeding  outwards  across  the  bottom  of  thereby  haemorrhage  is  more  likely  to  be 
the  wound  to  their  destination.  About  the  avoided. ''The  integuments  were  drawn  down 
transversalis  colli  was  felt  the  subclavian  a  Uttleoverthe  clavicle,  and,  with  the  platysma 
artery,  and  above  it  the  lower  branches  of  the  myoides,  divided  by  a  scalpel  upon  the  upper 
axillary  plexus  of  nerves.  Having  slightly  edge  of  the  bone  to  the  extent  of  about  three 
detached  it  from  the  rib,  I  had  no  difficulty  inches :  the  incision  commencing  nearest  the 
in  passing  around  it  an  armed  needle,  at  a  shoulder,  and  terminating  just  beyond  the 
quarter  of  an  inch  oo  the  outer  side  of  the  stemo-mastoid-  muscle.  The  integumenta 
scalenus."  above  the  incision,  and  on  the  outer  edge  of 
The  progress  of  the  case  was  tolerably  the  stemo-mastoid  muscle  being  pinch^  up, 
favourable  until  the  1 7th  day  after  the  ope-  were  next  separated  by  one  sweep  of  a  sharp- 
ration,  when  appearances  manifested  them-  pointed  bistoury,  cutting  from  within  out-^ 
selves  in  the  left  leg  and  thigh  which  the  wards  from  about  the  middle  of  the  first^ 
author  attribute  to  phlebitis.  The  treat-  incision  in  a  line  upwards  and  backwards, 
ment  of  this  symptom  consisted  in  excoriat-  for  two  inches  and  a  half,  due  regard  being 
ing  the  surface  over  die  affected  vessels  with  paid  to  the  external  jugular  vein.''  By  means 
water  nearly  boiling,  and  anointing  the  ex-  of  the  freedom  afforded  by  the  external  inci- 
coriated  surface  -mtb.  Ung.  Hydrag.  mixed  sion  just  described,  the  author  was  enabled 
with  Opium.  The  ligature  separated  on  the  to  complete  the  remaining  stages  of  the  ope- 
4  7th  day  after  the  operation.  ration  without  difficulty,  and  a  double  ligature 
The  author  declares  his  decided  preference  was  passed  around  the  artery  at  a  depth  of  two 
to  the  mode  of  incision  adopted  in  this  case  inches  below  the  clavicle.  The  hand,  arm, 
over  the  more  usual  one  along  the  line  of  the  and  shoulder,  werfe  enveloped  in  a  thick  layer 
clavicle,  on  account  of  the  greater  facility  of  of  warm  carded  cotton.  The  result  of  the 
approaching  the  vessel  to  be  tied,  as  well  case  was  most  favourable :  the  ligature  came 
as  the  greater  probability  of  escaping  trou-  away  on  the  twelfth  day,  the  incisions  healed 
blesome  if  not  dangerous  haemorrhage.  rapidly,  his  recovery  was  uninterrupted  by 
The  paper  concludes  with  observations  on  any  bad  symptom  up  to  the  27th  of  Feb., 
the  severe  constitutional  symptoms  which  on  which  day  the  aneurismal  swelling  had 
firequently  follow  the  ligature  of  laige  vessels,  ahnost  disappeared,  and  pulsation  was  dis- 
and  which,  in  the  case  now  related,  were  tinct  in  the  radial  artery.  After  this  the 
particularly  urgent.  swelling  became  again  large  and  painful, 

though  without  pulsation,  and  matter  formed 

Cate  o/AneurUm  qf  the  Right  SubeUman  i^  the  situation  of  theaac.    This  being  eva- 

Artery,  in  which  a  ligature  vta»  mceess-  cuated  by  trocar,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 

y«%  applied.  By  John  P.  Halton,  Esq.  ounces,  was  found  to  consist  of  very  offen- 

Surgeon    to    the    Liverpool    Infirmary,  gj^e  pus  mixed  with  putrid  blood.     On  the 

[Communicated  by  Sir  B.   C.   Brodie,  3^  of  April  the  patient  was  entirely  well. 

Hie  patient  was   a  warehouseman,   st.        The  discussion  which  followed  the  reading 

thirty-five,  of  robust  firame,  and  was  admit-  of  these  papers  was  rather  irregular,   and 

ted  into  the  infirmary  in  December  last,  with  included  several  different  subjects :  we  have 

a  strongly  pulsating  aneurismal  tumor  im-  therefore  reduced  it  to  some  degree  of  form, 
mediately  ImbIow  the  clavicle,   raising  that        ^ith  reference  to  the  cause  of  the  diffi- 

bone  considerably  from  its  natural  position,  culty  of  swallowing  and  the  dyspnoea  which 

The  disease  had  its  origin  in  an  accident  took  place  soon  after  Mr.  Skey's  operation, 

whidi  occurred  three  months  previously  to  the  Fiiesident  said  he  supposed  it  was  to  be 

his  admission,  when  having  fallen  from  a  referred  to  a  kind  of  nervousness,  which 

pile  of  cotton,  his  fell  was  suddenly  arrested  might  be  called  hysterical, 
by  a  hook,  which  suspended  him  by  his  arm.        Dr.  Addison  suggested  that  it  was  rather 

Notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  the  swell-  to  be  referred  to  some  injury  or  affection 

ing  three  weeks  after  the  accident,  and  the  consequent  on  the  operation  of  the  recurrent 

great  suffering  winch  attended  its  rapid  in-  nerve,  perhaps  to.  one  of  its  branches  being 

crease,  he  continued  his  laborious  employ-  included  in  the  ligature.    The  symptoms 

ment  until  the  24th  of  December,  and  did  were  very  like  those  produced  by  the  pres- 
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tore  of  ordinaiy  anenrisms  of  tlic  aorta  upon  whaterer.    Another  caae  of  the  same  kind 

the  vagos  nerve  or  ita  recnrrent  branch,  m  happened  to  him  some  yean  afterwards.     A 

which  he  had  had  frequent  opportunltiefl  of  lady  consulted  him  for  a   large    pulsating 

obsenring  the  occurrence  of  occasional  fits  tumor — an  anenrism  by  anastomosis,  as  it 

of  extreme  dyspnoea ;  and  he  thought  similar  was  absurdly  called — on   the  forehead  ;  on 

cases  must  have  presented  themselyes  to  the  this  he  operated,  destroying  it  by  ligature, 

surgeons  present.  and  it  did  perfectly  well,  and  seemed  alto- 

'  Mr.  Skey.  said  he  was  perfectly  sure  that  gether  removed.      Two    years  afterwards, 

no  nerve  had  been  included  in  the  ligature ;  however,  she  came  to  him  again,   and  be 

nor,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  would  it  be  found  that  at  one  of  the  edges  of  the  cica- 

possible  to  explain  b^^it  why  the  symptoms  trix  the  disease  had  returned,  and  formed  a 

should  have  come  on,  not  directly,  but  at  a  pulsating  tumor  about  as  large  as  the  end  of 

distant  period  after  the  operation  ;  nor  why,  his  little  finger.     He  was  not  anxious  to  rr- 

haying  come  on,  they  should  so  soon  and  move  it,  but  she  much  wished  for  it,  and  be 

for  ever  cease.  therefore  again  tied  it,  passing  needles  under 

Sir  B.  C.  Brodie  having  paid  a  high  com*  it,  between  it  and  the  toidon  of  the  ocdpito* 

pliment  to  Mr.  Skey  on  the  mode  in  which  frontalis  muscle,  and  thus  tying  threads  very 

the  operation  was  performed,   said  it  was  tightly  round    and   beneath    the    needles, 

quite  impossible  that  any  important  nervous  Some  few  hours  after  the  operation,   the 

branch  should   have  been  included  in  the  lady,   who   had  always  been  very  nervous 

ligature.     He  had  often,  seen  the  symptoms  and  hysterical,   became  extremely  excited, 

alluded  to   by  Dr.   Addison  'produced  by  and  soon  passed  into  a  state  exactly  similar 

anenrisms  of  the  aorta,  but  they  were  cer-  to  that  Imown  by  the  name  of  traumatic 

tainly  not  always  the  result  of  pressure  on  mania.     One  of  her  lower  liiA»s  also  became 

the  vagus  or  recurrent  nerve.     They  would  very  large,  and  quite  dark,  as  if  from  venous 

arise  fVom  the  direct  pressure  of  the  tumor  congestion.     She  died  in  a  few  days,  as  if 

upon  the  trachea   itself.      He  recollected  exhausted  by  the  mania ;  and  on  exanuna- 

many  years  ago  examining  the  body  of  a  tion  her  leg  was  found  perfectly  gangrenous, 

servant  of  the  late  Mr.  Canning.     Ife  had  but  no  further  inspection  of  the  Iwdy  was 

suffered  for  a  considerable  time  from  tracheal  permitted. 

iymptoms,  and  from  severe  attacks  of  dysp-         Dr.  Copland  said  that  he  believed  in  these 

noea,  coming  on  suddenly  and  often,  on  go-  cases  the  signs  of  dyspnoea,  &c.  were  the 

ing  up  stairs  or  making  any  great  exertion,  result  of  the  ligature  being  placed  on  branches 

No  one  could  make  out  the  source  of  his  of  the  ganglionic  nerves.      These,   it  was 

complaints ;  but  after  death  (at  which  time  known,  formed  a  complete  plexus,  and  al* 

Sir  Benjamin  first  saw  him  (he  found  an  most  a  sheath,  around  the  Targe  vrssels,  and 

aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  pressing  had  numerous    communications    with   the 

upon  the  trachea,   narrowing  its  canal  to  most  important  plexuses  in  the  body ;  and 

about  a  third  of  its  usual  calibre,  and  ac-  in  such  difficult  and  important  operations  it 

oorapanied  by  intense  vascularity  and  red-  was  almost  certain  that  some  of  these  would 

ness  of  the  mucous  membrane.     (The  ac-  be  included  or  injured.     In  all  these  cases, 

count   of  this  case  was  confirmed  bv  Dr.  therefore,  it  was  necessary  to  look,  not  at 

Kerrison.)     He  was  inclined  to  think  the  the  mechanical  effect  of  putting  a  ligature  oa 

symptoms  in  this  case  must  have  resulted  a  large  artery,  but  at  its  vital  influence. 
fh>m  something  of  a  peculiar  state  of  ner-         Mr.   Amott  said   it  was  impossible  to 

tons  disorder,  which  he  had  sometimes  seen  ascribe  these  symptoms  to  the  ligature  of 

after  eexert  operations.     He  remembered  a  ganglionic  nerves.     These  were  just  as  likely 

case  in  which  he  tied  the  subclavian  artery  to  be  tied  in  the  operations  on  the  great  ar- 

outside  the  scalenus  muscle,  for  an  axillary  teries  of  the  extremitieSf  the  external  and 

aneurism,  in  an  otherwise  healthy  man.   The  internal  iliac  and  the  femoral,  for  eiample ; 

operation  was  performed  quickly,  and  with-  yet  ligatures  of  these  vessels  never  produce 

out  difficulty ;  and  for  a  time  all  seemed  such  a  result,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary 

going  on  well.     Shortly  after,  hpwever,  the  to  believe  it  the  consequence  of  some  local 

man  became  very  ill ;  he  could  not  remem-  injury.     He  had  been  often  able  to  confirm 

ber  the  exact  symptoms,  for  the  case  hap-  Dr.  Addison's  remark  on  the  influence  of 

pened  fifteen  years  ago,  but  he  remembered  aneurisms  in  or  near  the  arch  of  the  aorta  in 

that  the  man  sweat^  most  profusely,  and  producing  these  symptoms ;  and  it  was  wcU 

that  the  lower  extremity  of  the  opposite  ^de  for  surgeons  to  be  aware  that  these  symp- 

to  that  on  which  the  artery  was  tied  became  toms  were  so  like  those  of  actual  inflamma- 

tery  swollen,  and  quite  dark,  as  if  tram  ex-  tion  or  other  obstruction  of  the  trachea,  that 

treme  congestion  of  its  veins.     After  a  few  he  knew  cases  in  which  tracheotomy  had 

days  the  man  died,  and  they  found  at  the  been  performed,  with  the  view  of  affording 

examination  that  the  swollen  limb  was  in  a  relief  to  the  suffocating  dyspnoea, 
state  closely  approaching  to  gangrene,  but         Mr.  James  Blake  said  that  he  could  not 

that   there    was    no    venous  inflammation  believe  the  signs  alluded  to  to  be  the  res«H 
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of  any  distension  of  the  vessel  below  the  symptoms.      He    thought  the  result  had 

ligature.     Some  BUch  distension  would  pro-  proved  it  a  remedy  worth  trial  on  (uture 

babiy  take  place  as  it  did  after  tying  a  occasions. 

a  healthy  artery,  but  not  sufficient  to  produce  Dr.  Copland  said  there  was  no  proof  that 

the  symptoms.     On  the  subject  of  facility  there  had  been  any  phlebitis  at  all ;  and  that 

with  which  the  blood  gains  access  to  a  limb  the  subsequent  treatment  for  it  could  not, 

after  its  main  artery  had  been  tied)  he  be*  therefore,  be  appealed  to  as  having  contrl- 

lieved  that  a  diflerence  must  be  made  be-  buted  to  the  successful  termination  of  the 

tween  the  cases  in  which   healthy  arteries  case. 

were  tied,  and  those  in  which  they  were  tied  for  Mr.  Amott,  also,  said  that  he  entertained 

the  cure  of  aneurism ,  in  which  last  he  thought  great  doubts  whether  there  had  been  phlebitis, 

the  circulation  was  restored,  and  nearly  the  There  often  occurred  a  ftdness  and  tension 

full  force  of  the  blood  regained  in  the  limb  of  the  veins  of  the  limbs  which  might  be 

beyond  the  ligature,  with  particular  facility,  taken  for  phlebitis,  but  in  which  none  ez- 

He  had  lately  performed  an  experiment  on  isted,  and  such  he  thought  might  have  been 

the  subject.     Having  tied  the  femoral  artery  the  case  here.     Mr.  Skey  had  spoken,  he 

of  a  dog,  he  introduced  the  tube  of  the  hema-  believed,  of  a  glandular  oilargement  of  the 

dynamometer  into  its  trunk  below  the  liga-  groin ;  that  might  have  had  some  influence 

ture,  with  the  point  directed  towards  the  on  the  state  of  the  veins.     But,  indeed,  if 

capillaries,  and  he  had  found  that  directly  this  were  a  case  of  phlebitis,  what  had  been 

after  the  ligature  the  force  of  the  blood  in  observed  in  it  could  be  no  guide  to  what 

the  trunk  beyond  it,  carried  thither  by  the  should  be  done  in  future  cases*  for  this  was 

anastomosing  circulation,  was  fully  two-thirds  quite  different  to  the  ordinary  and  most 

of  what  it  had  been  previously.    But  he  be-  severe  cases  of  traumatic  phlebitis.    The 

lievedthatincasesof  ligature  for  aneurism  the  veins  supposed  to  be   inflamed  were  not 

force  would  be  still  more  completely  restored;  seated  in  or  near  the  parts  where  any  had 

for  in  these  the  branches  by  which  the  coUa-  been  wounded,  but  at  a  considerable  distance 

teral  circulation  would  bear  to  be  carried  on  from  them.    This  was  itself  some  reason  for 

were  already  in  great  measureenlarged,  though  »h*"^^"g  the  case  not  phlebitis,  although  he 

the  passage  of  blood  through  them  was  ob-  was  aware  that  the  disease  did  sometimes 

atmcted  by  the  pressure  of  the  aneurism,  happen  in  veins  far  distant  from  thole  first 

Now  the  immediate  effect  of  the  ligature  was  to  injured.   He  had  seen  two  such  cases,  where, 

reduce  the  volume  of  the  tumor,  and  the  in  consequence  of  injury  of  a  vein  in  the 

amount    of  compression  in  the  collateral  neck,  phlebitis  had  taken  place  in  the  veins 

branches,  and  he  therefore  thought  it  most  of  the  lower  extremities, 

probable  that  directly  after  the  application  Mr.  Skey  said  there  could  be  no  reaaon- 

of  the  ligature  in  such  circumstances,  the  able  doubt  of  this  having  been  a  case  of 

force  of  the  blood  in  the  limb  beyond  it  would  phlebitis.    The  veins  were  not  swollen,  or 

be  almost  completely  restored.  congested,  or  tense  merely ;  they  were  hardf 

Dr.  Addison  explained  that  in  speaking  of  cord-like,  and  knotty ;  and,  he  had  no  doubt 

injury  or  irritation  of  the  recurrent  nerve,  whatever,  were  blocked  up  by  coagulable 

he  had  not  limited  it  to  the  effects  of  a  liga-  lymph. 

ture  placed  on  one  of  its  branches  ;    t^at  Tlie  previous  discussions  were  intersperscMl 

might  not  have  happened,  but    irritation  with  a  rather  warm  conversation  between 

'might  have  spread  to  the  nerve  from  the  Dr.  Copland,  Mr.  Perry,  And  Mr.  Skey,  on 

wound,  or  from  some  nerve  wounded  in  the  the  lei^gth  of  the  last-mentioned  gentleman's 

operation.  paper,  which  Dr.  C. ,  considering  that  a  great 

On  the  subrject  of  the  phlebitis  stated  to  number  of  papers  were  waiting  to  be  r^ad 

have  occurred  in  the  course  of  recovery,  Mr.  during  the  session,   thought  unnecessarily 

Perry  asked  Mr.  Skey  whether  he  had  been  prolix.     Mr.  Skey  admitted  the  fault ;  but 

led  to  the  use  of  the  friction  of  mercury  and  said  he  had  been  unwarily  led  into  it  b^  the 

o^ium  into  the  excoriated  surfaces  of  the  belief  that  tiie  Society  still  held  the  opmion 

limbs  by  any  benefit  which  he  had  seen  de-  that  he  knew  they  did   some  years  ago, 

rived  from  it  before ;   and  whether  he  had  namely,  that  individual  cases,  without  any 

any  further  proof  than  was  afforded  by  this  comments  upon  them,  were  not  worth  oom- 

case,  in  which  its  results    appeared  very  municating.     Mr.   Perry  said  it  would  be 

Bati«fiu:tory,  that  it  was  a  good  remedy  in  well  if  the  members  of  the  Society  would,  in 

phlebitis.  future  years,  communicate  their  papers  mudi 

Mr.  Skey  sud  he  had  had  no  experience  earlier  in  the  season;  at  the  beginning  of  this 

of  it.     He  had  resorted  to  it,  in  fryct,  as  a  season  it  was  difficult  to  find  papers  enou^ 

pi*  ailer.     It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  for  the  meetings ;  now, '  on  the  contrary, 

something  should  be  done ;  the  case  did  not  there  were  so  many  that,  whatever  might  be 

admit  of  bleeding,  nor  of  the  firee  use  of  their  length,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do 

mercury,  and  he  had  adopted  this  means  as  justice  to  them  in  the  remainder  of  t^e 

likely  to  afford  at  least  some  relief  to  the  meetings. 
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COURT  OF  QUEEN'S  BENCH.  poMed  medicmcs  at  tb«  request  of  tlidr 

patients. 
Tuesday,  May  2Sth,  IMl.  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge.^-What  operation 

•    ,     ^    .  ,      ^   I     ^,  _  .      do  you  say  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  then  ? 

Th€  Soctety  qf  Apothecarus  v.  Greenouffh.        ^^    Watson.— It  has  this— it  leaTes  Oie 

chemists  and  druggists  to  dispense  medixdim 


This  was  an  action  to  recover  penalties  from  iu  any  way  that  chemists  and  dni|pgiiAi  had 
the  defendant  for  practising  as  an  apothecary  been  in  the  habit  of  dlspenaiiig  iiiiriiiiMi 
at  the  town  of  St.  Helen's,  in  LAUcashire,  before.  Accordiag  to  the  bat  opinioB  of 
without  possessing  the  certificate  required  all  medkal  praetitionsn,  the  uttiform  opinioa 
by  the  Act  of  the  55th  Geo.  3,  c.  104,  on  the  subject  is  this,  that  the  Act  of  Par- 
which  was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Maole  and  Kamcnt  left  chemists  and  druggists  to  deal 
a  Special  Jury,  at  the  Liverpool  Summer  with  medicines  as  before;  that  is  to  say, 
Assises,  1839,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  either  to  sell  medicines  over  the  counter,  or, 
the  defendant.  It  appeared  from  the  evi-  if  they  were  bought,  to  send  them  to  the 
dence  of  the  witnesses  called  by  the  plaintiffs,    patients. 

that  the  defendant's  sister,  Mary  Greenough,  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge.— But  not  to  go 
kept  a  chemist's  and  druggist's  shop  in  St.  and  visit  a  patient,  and  attend  i^ion  him  ? 
Helen's,  and  that  the  defendant  was  her  Mr.  Watson. — ^There  is  no  objection  to 
assistant ;  that  he  had  attended  patients  for  their  visiting  if  they  merely  chaige  for  their 
pleurisy,  inflammatory  fever,  violent  cold,  meiicines.  That  is  the  very  question  that 
typhus  fever,  and  other  medical  complaints  ;  has  been  agitated  with  regard  to  physicians, 
had  supplied  them  with  medicines  prescribed  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — One  of  the  de- 
by  himself,  and  in  two  instances  bills  were    fendant's  bills  expressly  charges  for  visits. 

firoduced  which  he  had  sent  in  to  the  parties.  Mr.  Watson  proceeded  to  contend  that  a 
n  one  of  the  bills  charges  were  made  for  person  who  merely  sells  medicines,  tiiough  he 
visits  and  medicines,'  and  in  the  other  for  may  visit — ^though  he  may  prescribe,  still, 
medicines  only,  and  in  both  he  described  if  he  does  it  merely  as  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
himself  as  *'  Surgeon."  It  further  ap-  and  does  not  hold  himself  out  as  an  apothe- 
peared  that  the  defendant's  pnctice  as  a    cary,  he  is  not  within  the  Act.     That  under 

medical  man  had  been  very  extensive.  the  28th  section  of  the  Act,  chemists  and 

Mr.  Cresswell  having  in  a  former  term  druggists  were  protected  in  doing  whatever 

obtained  a  rule  nm  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  chemists  and  druggists  had  done  before  the 
ground  of  misdirection  of  the  learned  judge,     passing  of  the  Act ;  and  that  the  judge  was 

tiie  rule  now  came  on  for  argument.  right  in  Iraving  it  as  a  question  c^  fact  for 

Mr.   Justice  Coleridge  having  read  the  the  jury  to  say  what  the  practice  of  chemists 

judge's  report,  and  druggists  was  before  the  passing  of  the 

Mr.  Watson  appeared,  on  behalf  of  the  Act ;  that  the  learned  judge  could  not  have 

defendant,  to  shew  cause  against  the  rule,  taken  upon  himself  to  say  that  attending  a 
The  learned  judge  had  told  the  jury  that '  patient,   or  prescribing  for  a  patient  and 

what  was  done  by  the  defendant  was  an  making  up  the  medicines,  was  practtnng  as 

acting  as  an  apothecary,   unless  the  jury  an  apothecary,  and  not  as  a  chemist  and 

thought  that  he  was  acting  as  chemists  and  druggist. 

druggists  acted  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of        Lord  Denman. — ^You  say  there  was  no 

the  Apothecaries'  Act ;   and  that  it  was  a  evidence  of  what  a  chemist  and  druggist  was 

question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  find  what  the  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.     Does  not 

practice  of  chemists  and  druggists  had  been  the  direction  amount  to  this — that  a  chemist 

at  that  period.  and  druggist  might  act  as  an  apothecary  be- 

Lord   Denman.  —  Can .  you  defend  that  fore  the  statute  ? 
ruling,  Mr.  Watson  ?  Mr.  Watson. — ^No,  my  Lord ;  the  learned 

Mr.  Watson.  —  I   apprehend  most  de-  judge's  direction  was  this:    "Gentlemen, 

cidedly  I  can  defend  it,  my  Lord.  you  are  to  tell  me  this : — we  want  to  know 

Lord  Denman. — If  he  has  acted  as  an  what  the  practice  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 

apothecary,  what  would  it  have  signified  if  was."     llie  jury  said,  '*  may  we  ask  for  the 

he  had  acted  as  a  chemist  also  ?  distinction  between  a  chemist  and  an  apotiie. 

Mr.   Watson. — ^BecauSQ  the  statute  ex-  cary  f"  upon  which  Mr.  Baron  Maule  said, 

pressly  provides  for  it  in  the  28th  section.  "  Gentlemen,  you  must  tell  me  that,  and 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge.— That  is  not  to  then  I  will  tell  you  what  the  law  is  on  the 

prejudice  the  trade  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  subject;"   so  that  really  after  all  it  waa  a 

in  preparing  and  dispensing  drags.  question  of  fact.    The  learned  counsel  then 

Mr.  Watson. — **  Dispensing"  is  the  very  cited  the  case  of  the  College  of  Physicians 

word  used  both  in  the  Apothecaries'  Charter  against    Rose,    1    Brown's    Parliamentary 

and  this  Act  of  Parliament.     Apothecaries  Cases,   78,   and  observed   that,   from    the 

were  persons  who  kept  shops,  and  who  dis-  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  down  to  the  reign  of 
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Queen  Anne,  it  was  luppotedl  that  no  one  Mr.  Wataoii. — If  a  person  holds  himself 

conld  prescribe  any  medicines  but  physicians,  out  as  an  apothecary,  and  goes  round  and 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — In  1815,  when  -visits  as  an  apothecary,  then  I  admit  at  once 

the  Act  passed,  what  distinction  do  you  say  be  would  be  liable  to  the  penalties, 

there  was  between  chemists  and  druggists  Mr.  Justice  Williams. — In  what  way  do 

and  apothecaries  ?  you  say  this  man  acted  } 

Mr.  Watson. — I  say  there  really  was  none  Mr.  Watson. — I  say  he  held  himself  out 

substantially.  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  nothing  else, 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — If  so,  then  why  my  Lord, 

were  not  the  chemists  and  druggists  put  Lord  Denman. — What  was  the  meaning 

under  the  same  regulation  aa  the  apothe-  of  chemists  and  druggists  before  the  Act  ? 

caries.   I  want  you  to  tell  me  the  distinction  Were  they  in  the  habit  of  attending  as  well 

between  them  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  mixing  the  drugs  ?    And  if  so,  would  not 

the  Act  ?  the  doing  of  that  afterwards  be  an  infringe- 

Bir.  Watson. — I  say,  my  Lord,  that  at  ment  of  the  act  .^ 

that  period  the  apothecary  went  and  at-  Mr.    Watson — ^llien    cited  the  case  of 

tended  his  patients  from  time  to  time,  and  Alison  v.  Haydon,  which    decided  that  a 

that  chemists  and  druggists  did  the  same  surgeon  who  was  not  an  apothecary  could 

when  they  were  asked  to  do  so.  not  recOTcr  for  medicines  and  attendance  in 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — ^Then  there  was  a  case  of  typhus  fever ;  and  argued  that  the 

no  distinction.  plaintiff  had  in  that  case  held  himself  out  as 

Mr.  Watson. — Only  people  went  to  the  an  apothecary,  and  that  it  was  no  authority 

apothecaries    because    they  were  a.  better  against  the  present  defendant.    The  learned 

educated  class.  Counsel  concluded  by  odling  upcm  the  court 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — ^Then  according  to  support    the    direction  of  the  learned 

to  your  argument  the  better  educated  class  Judge. 

were  goremed,  and  the  worst  educated  class  Mr.  Cresswell. — My  Lords,  I  am  quite 

were  left  as  they  were.  sure  that  no  jury  having  that  respect  for  the 

Mr.  Watson. — If  my  client  had  set  over  opinion  of  a  learned  judge,  which  all  jnries 

4uB  door  '*  Doctor  Greenough,''  and  had  got  are  bound  to  pay,  oould  have  found  any  other 

a  gold-headed  cane,  and  had  gone  out  pre-  verdict  than  that  which  they  did  under  hia 

scribing,  I  aubrait  there  was  no  law  to  pre-  Lordship's  direction.     It    amounted,    my 

vent  him.  •  Supposing  a  coach-load  of  pas-  Lords,  to  a  direction  for  the  jury  to  give  the 

eengers  had  been  upset,  as  I  said  when  I  verdict   they   did,    while   the  jury  almost 

addressed  the  jury,  and  he  had  attended  them  remonstrated  against  it. 

all  for  six  months^  and  cured  them,  and  Mr.  Watson.-~I  do  not  know  where  you 

prescribed  for  diem,  he  oould  have  recovered  find  that. 

from  them  all  if  he  had  held  himself  out  as  a  Lord  Denman. — ^I  think  it  ia  clear    the 

surgeon.     It  is  not  an  Act  to  regulate  the  direction  assumed  that  character, 

medical  profession.  Mr.  Cresswell. — ^The  jury  came  back  and 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge.— It  is  to  regulate  said,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  what 

the  apothecaries.     Yon  say  an  apothecsry  was  the  practice  of  chemists  and  druggists 

and  a  chemist  was  the  same  thing  at  that  before  the  Act,  we  find  for  the  defendant, 

time.  desiring  to  hand  a  written  paper  to  the  learned 

Mr.  Watson — ^They  both  engaged  in  phar-  Judge,  which    he  reftued  to  moeive;    he 

macy,  but  they  were  not  an  equally  educated  saying,    I    give  you  my  opinion    on  the 

class.  No  doubt,  my  Lord .  what  I  contend  law,   you  had  better  find  a  verdict  abso- 

for  ia  this — that  as  chemists  snd  druggists,  lutely  one  way  or  the  other  according  to  that 

if  I  went  into  a  shop  and  ask  them  to  pre-  opinion ;  and  then  they  found  a  verdict  for 

scribe  for  me,  I  put  myself  into  die  hands  of  the  defendants                                        t 

a  person  who  had  not  received  so  good  an  Lord  Denman. — At  all  events  there  was 

edncatiim,  and  I  must  take  the  chance  of  aprimd/acie  case,  and  it  was  for  the  defen- 

tfaat,  but' still  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  dant  to  take  himsdf  out  of  the  Act 

them  from  doing  so.     If  a  man  holds  himself  Mr.  Justice  Patteson. — I  do  not  see  the 

out  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  I  choose  least  possibility  of  doubt  in  this  case,  unless 

to  go  to  him  and  ask  him  for  his  advice,  as  it  can  be  said  that  an  apothecary  and  a  che- 

to  what  medicine  I  ought  to  take,  that  is  mist  mean  the  same  thing,  whereas  the  Act 

merely  practising  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  distinctly  negatives  it. 

as  it  would  be  merely  (using  the  words  of  Mr.  Justice  Williams  and  Mr.   Justice 

Ihestatute)  a  "  diiipensing  of  Us  medicines."  Coleridge  concurred,  and  the  Court,  with- 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. — Surely  it  cannot  out  hearing  the  plaintiff's  counsel  in  support 

depend  upon  his  recommending  yon  medi-  of  the  rule,  made  the  rule  for  a  new  trial 


dnes  in  his  shop,  or  his  getting  into  his  car-    absolute, 
riage. 
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SHOTLEY  BRIDGE  SPA,  IN 
DURHAM. 

As  it  now  appears,  the  Spa  water  at  Shotley 
Bridge  holds  a  middle  place  between  the  ab- 
solute chalybeates,  and  4he  purgatiTe  chaly* 
be^te  springs  of  this  country.     It  is  an  ''id- 
teratire  chalybeate»"  eminently  calculated  to 
relieve  and  cure  diseases  of  weakness  and 
obstruction  in    the  circulation,    glandular 
aflfections  of  the  mesentery,   dyspepsia,  de» 
j&dency  of  tone  in  the  intestines,  impurity 
of  blood,  or  tendency  to  decomposition,  each 
cakmlated    to    produce   cutaneous  diseases 
and   land  scurvy;    and,   when  used  as  a 
warm    bath,    rhenmatlo    complaints   have 
been  singularly  benefited  by  it.    The  water, 
in  fact,  is  a  most  valuable  one,  containing  a 
large  yet  manageable  proportion  of  proto* 
carbonate  of  iron,  with  neutral  salts  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  inconvenienoes  which  mere 
chalybeates  sometimes  occasion.    Three  dis- 
tinct muriates,  all  of  them  valuable,  are  pie- 
sent  in  the  water  besides  the  iron ;  and  in 
addition  to  them  we  find  an  excess  of  carbo- 
nic add  beyond  that  which  goes  to  form  the 
proto-carbonate  of  iron,  combined  with  soda. 
The  presence  of  bromine,  also,  though  in  mi- 
nute quantity,  and  of  traces  of  carburetted 
hydrogen  gas,  add  to  the  medicinal  efficacy  of 
the  water.    In  fiut,  properly  studied  and  pro- 
perly attended  to,  the  Shotley  Bridge  Spa 
water  may  be  made  instrumental  in  the  re- 
covery of  many  disorders  which  no  other 
water  in  the  country  can  cure.    The  water 
differs  in  its  imposition  from  all  the  others 
I  have  examined  in  my  recent  tour.-— 7^ 
BpoM  qf  England t  by  Dr»  GrmmUe, 

BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Sir  James  Clark  on  the  Sanative  Infin- 
enoe  of  Climate ;  with  an  Account  of  all  the 
best  places  of  resort  for  Invalids  in  England, 
the  South  of  Europe,  &e.  Third  Edition, 
1841. 

Dr.  James  Amotf  s  Treatise  on  Stricture 
of  the  Urethra ;  containing  an  Account  of 
Improved  Methods  of  IVeatment ;  with  an 
Appendix  on  Dilatation  by  Fluid  Pressure 
in  the  Treatment  of  Urinary  Calculus  and 
other  Diseases.     Second  Edition,  1840. 


Tkunda^,  May  27,  1841. 

Geom  Thomas  Vicary,  Warmlnstar.^William 
CoUard  Pyne,  Wellington.  Somerset.  -  Charles 
Saunden,  Foulsham.  Noirotk.  —  R.  H.  Carter, 
fcent.— Thomas  Lientfoot,  Nottingfaam.  —  John 
Duncan,  Sooth  Shields,  Durham.— Charles  Fox, 
De^'onthire.— John  Gray,  Bath. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Weeky  ending 
Saturday,  the  22nd  May,  1841. 

Small  Pox ay 

Measles  13 

Scarlatina  g 

Hooping  Cough  48 

Croup  7 

Thrush    s 

Diarrhoea    , 4 

Dysentery , 0 

Cholera    9 

Inflnensa , . . . .  4 

Typhus    ; so 

KiYsipelas 4 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Drain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  197 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  qther  Organs  of 

Respiration »7 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels ....  11 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  61 

Diseases  of  the  iCidneys,  &c '. . .  1 

Childbed '. 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c :.  3 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &cc : s 

Ulcer 0 

Fistula   , 1 

Diseasesof  Skin,  &c I 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat Tl 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 61 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

ranee 1$ 

Causes  not  specified  5 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 7M 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  ZV'N. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  qf  Gretmnek. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GBNTLBMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECSZVEI> 
CSUTIFICATES. 

Thursday  May  20,  1S4L 

Charles   Cowell    Turner,    Bideford.  —  John 
Tooker  Spry  Jolly,  Tourqoay:— Horace  Vidal, 

Snrtcombe.— Robert  Newham  Darnea  Mathews, 
owestoft.  —  James  Alexander,  Bdenbridg^e.  — 
'William  George  TUey,  ReaiUnr.  —  Duncan 
Robert  M*Nab,  Epping.  ^  WilUam  Burdett 
Letters,  Rochdsle.— Edwin  Finder  Pordham.— 
Evan  Buraell  Jones,  KeDnin8;ton.~John  Adam 
Townsend,  Famham. 


Wednesday  96 
Thursday  .  S7 

Friday.  . 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Jvfis. 
Tuesday 


38 
29 

ao 

81 


1 


THBUMOMETn. 

fttim  53  to  76 


67 
57 
49 

sa 

47 


78 
74 
09 
70 
79 


50     09 


BABOMBnm. 

80^  to9r9B 
30-89  99i)4 
39*89  WHA 
3005  30-06 
80HW       39*96 


WM       30-13 


Wind,  N.B.  on  the  30th,  and  fbHowinr  day ;  S.B. 
on  the  S8th;  North  by  West  on  the  Wt ;  West, 
hy  North  on  the  Mth ;  since  S.  W. 

On  the  36tb,  and  following  day,  clear.  Hie 
3Sth,  morning  cloudy,  otherwise  clear.  The  39Cb, 
morning  clear,  otberwiae  overcait ;  nin  in  the 
evening.  The  iOth,  and  two  following  days,  clear. 

A'  storm  of  thunder  and  vivid  lightning  on  the 
evening  of  the  37th,  and  morning  of  theSSth. 

A  brnilant  halo  on  the  39th,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day. 

BaintUleoj  'U  of  an  inch. 

Ch  \blb8  Hbnbt  Adams. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  Lon  on. 
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LECTURES  9takt  and  involuntary  nodding  and  shaking  of 

^  the  head,  without  any  tendency  to  run  for^* 

wards.    There  is  an  old  woman  whom  I  see 


ONTHB 


PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  regularly  sitting  in  the  aisle  at  church  every 

PHYSIC  Sunday  :  she  walks  to  her  seat  slowly  and 

'  steadily  enough,   and  sufficiently  upright ; 

Deiivered  at  Kmg*9  College,  London^  ^^^  *»er  head  never  ceases  to  nod  and  wag, 

and  tremble  in  various  directions.     It  may 

Bt  Dr.  Watson.  be  that  she  is  in  the  less  advanced  stage  of 

____^  the  malady ;  but  I  have  remarked  her  for 

three  or  four  or  more  years,  and  I  see  no 

Lbcture  XXXVIII.  change. 

'Pi^lyeUagitma,  Mercurial  tre^nor.  HyM.        Mn  Parkinson's  notice  wm  ftratc^^^^ 

terl:  Zo  forms  of  hysteric  paroxyJm ;  the  disease  dunng  his  professional  attendance 

diagnosis  fiimepilep4:cl J  of pLans  'ipon  a  person  affected  by  it.     Fro™  obser- 

mof/  liJle  to  ^stiZ;  diseasisapt  to  uf  ""k^  h'^\**'  >t^r''"^°tT.*I^'* 
be  simulated  by  hysteria;  treatment;  Jf  subsequently  met  with,  hjs  acc«&it^^^^^ 
vreventioH  ^  ^  *  disorder  was  drawn  up.  He  states  that  its 
^  '  first  approach  is  insidious,  and  its  progress 
Paralysis  agitans, — In  the  last  lecture  I  often  so  slow  and  imperceptible  that,  the 
spoke  of  chorea,  and  of  some  singular  forms  patient  cannot  recollect  precisely  when  it 
of  disorder  that  have  sometimes  been  included  b^an.  A  sense  of  weakness,  and  a  dispo* 
under  the  same  appellation;  and  I  shall  begin  sition  to  trembling,  fastens  on  some  parti- 
the  present  with  a  few  observations  concern-  cuiar  part :  sometimes  it  is  the  head,  but 
ing  a  disease  very  closely  allied  to  some  of  more  commonly  it  is  one  of  the  hands  or, 
those  which  we  were  then  considering,  and  arms.  These  symptoms  gradually  become 
yet  distinct  enough  to  deserve  and  require  a  more  decided ;  and  at  length  the  morbid 
separate  notice.  I  refer  to  what  has  been  influence  is  felt  in  some  other  part.  At  a 
called  the  shaking  palsy — paralysis  agitans.  still  more  advanced  period  the  patient  ia 
Allusions  to  this  form  of  disease  are  to  be  found  to  be  less  strict  than  usual  in  preserving 
Cjund  in  many  of  the  older  systematic  writers  an  upright  posture,  even  when  standing  or 
on  physic  ;  but  it  never  was  much  attended  sitting,  but  especially  when  walking.  By. 
to  in  this  country  until  Mr.  Parkinson  pub-  degrees  he  finds  a  difficulty  in  making  the 
lished  an  essay  upon  it  in  the  year  1817;  and  hand  obey  the  dictates  of  the  will  when  he  is 
a  very  interesting  little  pamphlet  it  is.  He  engaged  in  any  delicate  manipulation — in 
defines  the  disease  thus : — '' Involuntaiy  tre-  writing,  for  example;  and  he  is  obliged  to 
mulous  motion,  with  lessened  muscular  walk  with  circumspection  and  care :  his  legs 
power,  in  parts  not  in  action,  and  even  when  are  not  raised  to  that  height,  nor  with  that 
supported :  with  a  propensity  to  bend  the  promptitude,  which  the  wiU  directs  ;  so  that 
trunk  forwards,  and  to'  pass  from  a  walking  much  attention  is  necessary  to  prevent  fire- 
to  a  running  pace :  the  senses  and  intellects  quent  falls.  Then,  as  the  malady  proceeds, 
being  unii^jur^. ' '  The  latter  symptoms  con-  liie  propensity  to  lean  forwards  becomes  more 
stitute  the  scelotyrbe  festinans  of  Sanvages ;  strongs  the  patient  is  forced  to  step  on  tha 
and  the  former  symptoms  of  the  defini-  toes  and  forepart  of  the  fieet,  while  the  upper 
tion  are  not  always  attended  by  the  latter,  part  of  the  body  is  thrown  so  fiur  forward  9A 
In  old  persons  you  may  often  observe  inces-  to  render  it  difficult  to  avoid  fitdling  on  the 
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face  :  in  some  caseshe  is  uresistibly  impelled  when  the  mosclea  are  supported,  or  are  not 

to  take  mach  quicker  and  shorter  steps  than  called  into  action.     It  is  also  more  susccpti- 

common,  and  thereby  to  adopt  unwillingly  a  hie  of  relief  by  medicine.     The  last  person  in 

running  pace.    When  once  this  state  has  whom  I  have  witnessed  this  curious  affection 

been  pointed  out,  I  make  no  doubt  that  has  been  twice  my  patient  in  the  Middlesex 

some  of  you  may  recognise  it,  in  old  per-  Hospital,  and  has  twice  got  weU  there.  John 

sons,  whom  you  may  have  seen  walking  Chattin,  33  years  old,  was  first  admitted  in 

about.     But  the  disorder  does  not  stop  here ;  August  1837.     He  was  led  unto  the  room, 

the  unhappy  patient  becomes  unable  to  feed  walking  with  uncertain  steps,  his  limbs  trem- 

himself ;  or  to  walk  at  all  without  an  atten-  bling  and  dancing  as  though  they  had  been 

dant,  who  walks  backwards  before  him,  and  hung  upon  wires.     While  sitting  on  a  chair 

prevents  his  flailing  forwards  by  the  pressure  he  was  comparatively  quiet ;  you  would  not 

of  his  hands  against  the  forepart  of  the  have  supposed  that  he  ailed  any  thing ;  but 

patient's  shoulders:   his  powers  of  speech  as  soon  as  he  attempted  to  rise,  and  to  walk, 

and  deglutition  fail ;  and  the  saliva  dribbles  his  legs  began  to  shake  violently  with  a 

from  his  mouth :  he  can  no  longer  retain  his  rapid,  incessant,  and  irregular  motion.     He 

urine  or  fseces ;  and  at  length  death  closes  could  nather  hold  them  steady,  nor  direct 

the  miserable  scene.  them  with  precision.  Indeed  without  support 

Mr.  Parkinson  conjectures  that  this  com-  he  must  have  fallen  down.     His  arms  were 

plaint  results  firom  some  chronic  change  of  agitated  with  similar  involuntary  movements, 

the  upper  part  of  the  spinal  cord,  or  of  the  His  tongue  was  tremulous,  and  he  spoke  in  a 

medulla  oblongata :  but  dissections  are  want-  hurried,  abrupt,  interrupted,  staccato  man- 

ing  to  support  or  to  refute  that  conjecture,  ner,  not  natural  to  him.     He  had  no  fever^ 

Some  of  the  patients,  whose  cases  he  has  His  pulse  was  66,  and  soft ;  his  skin  natu- 

given,  had  been  intemperate  livers  ;    hard  ral ;  his  bowels  costive.     He  complained  of 

drinkers :  other  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  slight  nausea.     At  the  end  of  six  weeks  he 

«uch  excesses :  several  had  suffered  a  good  went  out  well,  or  with  very  slight  remaining 

deal  f^om  rheumatism,  which  he  thought  weakness  of  his  knees,  and  a  little  occasional 

might  have  laid  the  foundation  of  their  la-  tremor  upon  unusual  exertion.     In  June 

mentable  disease.     But  a  more  exact  patho-  1839,  he  again  presented  himself,  in  a  simi- 

logy  of  the  shaking  palsy  is  still  wanted,  lar  state  of  agitation  and  helplessness. 

Dr.  M.  Hall  observes  that  the  symptoms  This  man  was  a  water-gilder ;   and  had 

have,  in  several  particulars,  a  marked  re-  been  employed  in  that  business  for  18  years. 

8emblan<»  to  the  effects  observed  by  M.  Till  somewhat  more  than  a  twelvemonth 

Serres   (and  related  in  his   Anatomie   du  prior  to  his  first  appearance  at  the  hospital, 

Cerveau)  of  disease  of  the  tuber  annulare,  he  had  been  free  from  disease.     Then  he 

or  of  the  tubercula  quadrigemina.  began  to  tremble  a  little ;  but  for  a  fortnight 

Nor  have  we  any  ascertained   means  of  before  his  admission  the  shaking  had  become 

curing  this  disease;  or  rather,  this  state  of  so  much  worse  that  he  could  not  go  up  stairs, 

decay.     Dr.  EUiotson  indeed  says-  that  he  nor  even  walk  upon  uneven  ground.    The 

succeeded  in  one  instance  (of  which,  how-  trembling,  when  once  brought  on  by  efforts 

ever,  the  particulars  are  not  given),  with  the  to  move,  did  not  cease  until  he  sat  down,  or 

carbonate  of  iron  :  but  that  he  had  tried  tiie  got  one  of  his  fellow- workmen  to  grasp  bis 

same  medicine  in  vain  in  several  other  cases,  limbs  tightly. 

We  must  administer  to  symptoms,  and  en*  This  singular  disorder  is  produced  by  the 

deavour  to  set  those  functions  right  which  agency  of  mercury  as  a  poison  upon  the 

may  be  obviously  wrong :  to  regulate  the  body ;  and  especislly  by  die  absorption  of 

bowels,  to  procure  sleep,   to  nourish  and  that  metal  when  raised  into  vapour  by  heat, 

uphold  the  patient  without  unduly  stimu-  and  inhaled  in  breathing.     It  is  accordinglf 

lating  him :  and  this  is  all  that  I  can  tell  you  very  common  among  water-gilders.    Water- 

of  the  shaking  palsy.  gilding  is  the  gilding  of  metols,  and  of  silver 

in  particular,  by  means  of  fire.     It  is  called 

Mercurial  tremor. — Another  analogous  troffr-gilding,  I  believe,  to  distinguish  it 

disorder,  deserving  a  moment's  notice,  is  ih>moSier  kinds  of  gilding,  called  gilding  in 

that  peculiar  kind  of  trembling  which  is  apt  oiL    The  silver  to  l^  gil£i  is  covered  with 

to  occur  in  persons  who  are  much  exposed  an  amalgam  of  gold  and  mercury,  and  then 

to  the  poisonous  f^unes  of  mercury :  mercti-  is  placed  over  a  charcoal  fire,  by  which  the 

rial  tremor  it  is  called  ;  and  populariy,  the  mercury  is  raised  in  fhmes,  and  driven  olT, 

tremblee.    It  consists  in  a  sort  of  convulsive  and  the  gold  alone  is  left  adhering.     To 

agitation  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  which  is  these  tamea  the  workmen  are  necessarily 

most  violent  whenever  efforts  are  made  to  exposed ;  and  numbers  of  them  become  af- 

move  the  limbs  by  the  help  of  those  muscles ;  fteted  with  this  tremor,  which  is  not  a  com* 

whenever,  in  fact,  volition  is  brought  to  bear  mon  result  of  mercury  applied  to  the  system 

upon  them.     It  differs  therefore  from  the  in  other  ways.     The  same  complaint  is  ^- 

shaking  palsy,  inasmuch  as  the  tremor  ceases  quent  among  the  workmen  in  the  quicksilTer 
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mines  of  Fritili  and  of  Almaden,  where  the  out  first  swallowing  half  a  quartern  of  gin  : 

crude  ore  is  purified  by  the  aid  of  heat.  Dr.  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  drink  porter  two 

Bateman  relates,  in  the  8th  volume  of  the  or  three  times  a  day. 

Medico- Chirurffieal     TransactiotUf     some  The  treatment  consists  in  withdrawing  the 

cases  like  that  which  I  have  been  describing,  patient  from  the  injurious  atmosphere,  and 

But  the  best  account  of  the  disorder  that  I  in  administering  tonics. 

have  seen  is  given  by  Merat^  in  an  appendix  Conium  has  been  recommended  by  Mr. 

to  his  book  on  the  CoUque  MeialUque,  M'Whinnie.     Quina  has  been  found  useful. 

The  malady  comes  on  sometimes  suddenly,  But  I  have  most  faith  in  preparations  of 

more  often  by  degrees.     The  patient  is  less  iron.     My  patient  Chattin  mended  decidedly 

sure  of  his  arms  than  usual;  they  become  and  rapidly  when  he  began  to  take  steel.     It 

tremulous,  and  at  last  shake,  and,  if  the  was  not  the  mere  avoidance  of  the  cause  of  the 

patient  continues  to  pursue  his  employment,  complaint  that  produced  the  improvement, 

the  force  of  the  trembling  goes  on  increasing,  ^  for  he  had  been  away  from  his  work  for  a 

till  at  length  it  is  so  general  and  violent  that  fortnight  before  he  applied  for  admission, 

he  can  continue  no  longer.     His  power  of  To  prevent  this  effect  of  mercury,  the 

locomotion  is  impaired  ;  his  mastication,  his  workmen  should  be  instructed  to  avoid,  as 

speech,  all  his  manual  operations,  are  inter-  much  as  possible,  inhaling   the  poisonous 

fered  with  ;  he  becomes   unable  to  convey  fumes,  to  ventilate  the  room  freely,  and  to 

food  to  his  mouth,  and  is  obliged  to  be  at-  pay  great  attention  to  cleanliness.     I  believe 

tended  to  and  fed,  like  an  infant ;  and  by  that  the  furnaces  may  be  so  built  that  the 

and  by,  if  he  does  not '  quit  the  poisonous  metallic  vapour  cannot  reach  the  operator, 

atmosphere,  graver  symptoms  supervene —  If  he  cannot  avoid  being  involved  in  it,  per- 

wakefiilness,  delirium,  loss  of  consciousness,  haps  some  sort  of  respirator  might  afford 

As  the  tremor  increases,   the  digestive  protection, 
organs  become  disordered ;  the  appetite  falls 

off,  nausea  is  felt,  the  tongue  becomes  furred,  Stytteria. — I  proceed  to  the  subject  of 

and  gas  collects  in  the  intestines.    The  pa-  hysteria :  a  subject  highly  interesting  and 

tients  acquire  a  remarkable  brown  hue ;  and  important,  as  well  as  obscure  and  difficult, 

their  teeth  turn  black.    Hie  pulse  is  gene-  I  scarcely  know  how  to  arrange  what  I  have 

rally  full  and  slow.  to  say,  so  as  to  present  the  disorder  to  your 

The  time  required  for  the  production  of  notice  in  the  most  intelligible  manner.  Hys- 

these  effects  varies  much  in  different  cases ;  teria  has  characters  peculiar  to  itself:  but  it 

from  two  years  to  fivc-and-twenty.     Some-  also  is  apt  to  assume  the  'form,  and  mimic 

thing  depends,  no  doubt,  upon  the  quantity  the  symptoms,  of  various  other  diseases  of  a 

and  intensity  of  the  fumes.     Chattin  told  us  much  graver  nature.     If  we  are  not  capable 

that  the  workmen  became  ill  whenever  they  of  distinguishing  the  true  malady  from  that 

had  a  large  job  on  hand.     In  both  his  severe  which  is  its  double,  we  shall  be  constantly 

attacks  (and  very  often  besides,  both  in  him  committing  most  serious  mistakes  in  the  prog- 

an<^  his  companions)  the  mercury  produced  nosis,  to  our  own  damage  and  discredit ;  and 

salivation.      This  was  unfrequent    in   the  in  the  treatment,  to  the  injury  of  our  patient, 

patients  observed  by  Merat.    The  duration  I  shall  first  attempt  to  describe  to  you  the 

of  the  complaint  is  considerable :  it  may  last  phsnomena  which  are  pecuBar  to  hysteria-; 

two  or  thr^  months,  or  longer ;  and  some-  and  then  to  point  out  the  class  of  persons 

times  it  is  not  completely  recovered  from  at  who  are  most  subject  to  it ;  and  afterwards  I. 

all.    Yet  it  is  not  a  fatal  disorder.  shidl  briefly  advert  to  the  imitative  freaks 

Although  the  visible  affection  is  of  the  which  we  are  almost    daily  witnessing  in 

mii«c/M,  the  mischievous  operation  of  the  poi-  hysterical  constitutions,  and  to  some  other 

son  is  really  upon  the  nerveSy  weakening  their  points  connected   with  this    extraordinary 

natural  influence.     When  the  will  is  directed  complaint. 

upon  the  muscles,  they  contract  unsteadily,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  hysterical 
and  with  firequent  remissions ;  their  action  paroxysm  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to 
is'  not  sustained ; 'and  it  is  a  general  observa-  women.  It  occurs  tinder  a  great  variety  of 
tion  by  all  who  have  written  upon  the  dis-  forms,  but  they  may  all  be  rcMcluoed,  for  con- 
ease,  that  it  is  aggravated  by  all  kinds  of  venience  of  description,  to  two.  The  first 
mental  emotion,  by  alarm,  anger,  surprise,  of  these  has  a  general  resemblance  to  an  epi- 
My  patient's  shaking  was,  at  first,  augmented  leptic  fit.  The  trunk  and  limbs  of  the  pa- 
by  the  shock  of  the  ^wer-bath :  and  always  tient  are  agitated  with  strong  convulsive 
became  excessive  in  thundery  weatiier.  So,  movements ;  she  struggles  violently,  like  a 
on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  noticed  that  person  contending,  riaesinto  a  sitting  posture, 
whatever  tends  to  stimulate  and  steady  the  and  then  throws  herself  back  again,  forcibly 
nervous  power,  does  temporary  good :  a  retracts  and  extenis  her  legs  while  her  body 
glass  of  wine,  for  example.  Chattin  informed  is  twisted  from  side  to  side  ;  and  so  powerful 
us  that,  while  the  malady  was  coming  on,  are  these  muscular  contortions  that  it  often 
he  could  not  get  up  ttalrt  to  his  work  with-  is  all  that  three  or  four  strong  persons  can 
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do  to  restrain  a  alight  girl,  and  prevent  her  often  the  prelude  to  the  convnlriTe ;  bat  it 

from  injuring  herself  or  others.    The  head  not  seldom  also  occurs  alone,  and  then  ia  atf 

is  generallythrown  backwards,  and  the  throat  indicative  of  hysteria,  as  the^e/i7  mo/,  ta 

projects ;  the  face  is  flushed  ;  the  eyelids  are  which  it  is  somewhat  analogous,  is  of  epl- 

dosied  and  tremulous;  the  nostrils  distended ;  lepsy. 

the  jaws  often  firmly  shut ;  but  there  is  no  DiagnoM  frwn  epilepsy. — And  before  I 
dieiorHon  of  the  countenance :  the  cheeks  go  any  farther,  let  us  again  enquire  into  tha 
are  at  rest,  unless  when,  as  often  happenst  circumstances  which  distinguish  the  parox^ 
the  patient  is  uttering  screams,  or  ezclama-  yenu  of  those  two  diseases,  epilepsy  and 
tions.  If  the  hands  are  left  at  liberty,  she  hysteria.  I  have  shortly  adverted  to  them 
will  often  strike  her  breast  repeatedly  and  before ;  but  we  shall  be  better  able  to  appre- 
quickly,  or  carry  her  fingers  to  her  throat,  date  tiiem  now  that  the  main  features  of 
as  if  to  remove  some  oppression  there ;  or  she  each  diseased  state  has  been  under  our  con- 
will  sometimes  tear  her  hair,  or  rend  her  sideration.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  be 
dothes,  or  attempt  to  bite  those  about  her*  able  to  render  the  diagnosis  certain  and  ac- 
With  all  this  her  breathing  is  deep  and  labo-  curate.  It  is  a  dreadful  announcement  to 
rious ;  and  the  heart  pdpitates.  After  a  have  to  make  to  a  father  or  a  mother  that 
short  time  this  violent  agitation  is  calmed :  their  child  is  epileptic :  whereas  hysteria, 
but  the  patient  lies  panting  and  trembling,  though  it  is  sufficiently  distressing,  is  at- 
and  starting  at  the  slightest  noise  or  the  tended,  in  999  cases  out  of  1000,  with  no 
gentlest  touch ;  or  sometimes  she  remains  ultimate  peril  either  to  mind  or  body.  In 
motionless  during  the  remissions,  with  a  some  instances  the  diagnosis  is  perfectly 
fixed  eye ;  till  all  at  once  the  convulsive  easy ;  in  others  it  is  dubious  and  full  of 
movements  are  renewed :  and  this  altema-  anxiety.  Whenever  you  fail  to  satisfy  your- 
tion  of  spasm  and  quiet  will  go  on  for  a  space  selves  completely  as  to  the  nature  of  a  given 
of  time  that  varies  considerably  in  different  case,  you  will  do  well,  in  legal  phrase,  to 
eases :  and  the  whole  attack  frequently  ter-  give  your  patient  the  benefit  of  your  doubt, 
minates  in  an  explosion  of  tears,  and  sobs,  and  acquit  her  of  epilepsy ;  or  pronounce 
and  convulsive  laughter.  her  guilty  of  the  minor  offence  of  hysteria. 

Tliere  is  a  variety  of  this  form  of  hysteri-         The  points  of  resemblance,  and  the  points 

cal  paroxysm,  in  which  the  patient  suddenly  of  distinction,  belonging  to  the  hysterical 

falls  down  insensible,  and  without  convul-  and  epileptic  paroxysm   respectively,  have 

sions :  with  slow  and  interrupted  breathing,  been  very  dearly  summed  up  by  Foi^Ue. 
a  turgid  neck  and  flushed  cheeks ;  and  she         There  are  two   prindpal  forms  of  each 

recovers  from  that  condition,  depressed  in  disorder.     In  each,   one  of  these  forms  ia 

spirits,  fatigued,  and  crying.  convulsive,  and  the  other  is  not.     Tlie  non- 

You  will   observe  that  the  symptoms  I  convulsive  form  of  epilepsy  relates  ezclu- 

have  been  ennmeratlDg  belong  to  the  ner-  sivdy  to  the  sensorium :  it  is  characterized 

Tous  system ;   and  indicate  great  derange-  by  vertigo,  and  a  suspension  (however  brief 

ment  in  the  ftmctions  of  animallife.     In  the  and  transitory)  of  the  mental  powers.    Hie 

other  of  the  two  forms  to  which  all  the  non-convulsive  form  of  hysteria  has  little 

various  modifications  of  the  attack  may  be  apparent  connexion  with  the  animal  func- 

reduoed,  the  prindpal  marks  of  disturbance  tions :    its  palpable  phenomena  consist  in 

are  referrible  to  some  of  the  viscera.    The  derangement  of  the  organic  functions  of  the 

patient  experiences  a  sense  of  uneasiness  in  thorax  and  abdomen.     It  is  the  ganglionic 

somepartofthe  abdomen,  fluently  towards  portion  of  the  nervous  system  that  seems 

the  left  flank  ;  a  ball  appears  to  roll  about,  chiefly  disturbed. 

and  to  rise  first  to  the  situation  of  the  sto-         In  the  epileptic  Jit  there  is  an  entire  lo«s 

mach,  and  then  to  the  throat,  where  the  of  oonsdousness.    The  patient,  on  emerging 

patient  feds  a  cfaoaking  sensation ;  the  ac-  from  the  paroxysm,  recollects  nothing  of 

tion  of  swallowing  is  frequently  repeated ;  what  has  been  going  on  during  its  continu- 

the  abdomen  becomes  distended  with  wind,  ance.     It  is  not  so  in  the  hysterical  fit :  the 

loud  rumblings  and  sudden  eructations  take  loss  of  consdousness  is  very  seldom  com- 

place ;  there  is  much  palpitation  of  the  heart,  plete ;  and  it  never  occurs  at  the  outset  of 

the  patient  is  sad  and  sorrowful,  and  prone  the  attack.    The  patient  often  is  able  to 

to  shed  tears.  repeat  (though  she  may  not  always  choose  to 

After  the  paroxysms,  these  patients  com-  confess  it)  what  has  been  said  by  the  by- 

monly  void  a  large  quantity  of  limpid,  pale  standers  during  the  period  when  she  appeared 

urine,  looking  almost  like  water ;  and  this  insensible.    This  is  a  point  of  distinction 

ia  sometimes  expeUed  daring  the  fit.  well  worth  remembering,  for  more  reasons 

Sudi  is  a  brief,  and,  I  am  aware,  incom-  than  one.     It  not  only  helps  the  diagnosis 

plete  account  of  the  hysterical  paroxysm:  when  the  fact  comes  out ;  but  it  suggests  cer- 

it  sets  forth,  however,  the  outline  of  the  two  tain  cautions  to  oursdves.    We  must  take 

prindpal  varieties  of  the  attack  :  and  you  are  care  not  to  say  any  thing  by  the  bed-side  of 

to  obaerve  that  the  Uwt,  the  quieter  form,  is  an  hysterical  patient  which  we  do  not  wish 
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ber  to  hear ;  and  we  may  take  advantage  of  merely  verbal,  I  concel^re :  no  doubt  the 
fier  apparent  unconadousnefls,  and  pretend  conviUsive  movementa,  and  the  mental  affec- 
to  believe  in  it,  and  speak  of  certain  modes  tion,  and  the  nnnatnral  aenaationa,  depend 
of  treatment  which  she  will  not  much  ap-  npon  aome  altered  condition  of  the  brain  and 
prove  of,  but  the  very  mention  of  which  may  nerves;  bnt  it  does  not  follow  that  the  dis- 
tend to  bring  her  out  of  the  fit.  ease  originates  in  that  altered    condition. 

In  the  epileptic   paroxysm  the  face  is  We  know  that  the  uteros  or  the  ovaries 

nsnally  livid ;    and  foam  which  is  frothy  cannot  of  themielves  determine  the  muscles 

with  air,  or  red  with  blood,  escapes  from  to  contract ;  but  if  they  be  in  an  unhealthy 

the  patient's  mouth.    These  are  symptoms  state  they  may  act  upon  the  muscles  through 

which  we  do  not  see  in  the  fits  of  hysteria,  the  medium  of  the  nervous  system  :    and 

The  convulsive  movements  even-  offer  some  such  I  take  to  be  the  fact.     H(>w  they  do 

characteristic    shades    of   distinction.      In  so  we  no  more  know,  than  we  know  how 

epilepsy  they  are  often  more  marked  on  one  the  little  finger  is  bent  when  we  resolve  to 

side  of  the  body  than  on  the  other ;  and  the  bend  it. 

same  movements  are  rapidly  repeated :  there        But,  say  some,  we  every  day  meet  with 

is  a  strangling  rattle  in  the  breathing :  while  diseaaed  conditions  of  theuterus  and  ovaries — 

in  hysteria  the  forcible  flexion  and  extension  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrfaoea,  menorrhagia, 

of  the  limbs,  and  the  contortions  of  the  even  disorganization — ^without  any  of  these 

trunk,  are  more  sudden,  irregular,  and,  as  it  nervous  symptoms :   true ;   and  we  cannot 

were,  capricious;   the  respiration  is  deep,  always  fathom  the  mystery  of  this.     But  one 

sighing,  mixed  with  cries,   and  sobs,   and  tiling  is  certain,  that  there  exists  in  some 

often  with  laoghter.     But,  perhaps,  the  con-  persons  a  much  greater  readiness  to  take  on 

Tulsive  motions  dijEfer  most  in  the  face :  the  the  disease,    upon  the  application  of  the 

epileptic  expression  is  usually  frightful :  the  exciting  cause,  than  in  others.    This  pre- 

eyelids  half  open,  the  eyeballs  rolling,  the  disposition  I  have  had  occasion  to  advert  to 

teeth  grinding,  and  the  gums  exposed  by  the  again  and  again,  since  I  began  to  speak  of 

retraction  of  the  lips,  &e  tongue  protruded  the    spasmodic    diseases    of    the.  nervous 

and  bleeding;  the  complexion  leaden  :  while  system.     Such  diseases  occur  in  certain  in- 

in  hysteria  the  cheeks  are  red,  but  at  rest ;  dlviduals  only ;  and  in  these  individuals  there 

the  eyelids  are  closed  and  trembling ;  if  you  pre-exists  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  nervous 

raise  the  upper  one,  you  will  see  the  eye  system,    "  ror  vrhich,"   says    Br.  Alison, 

fixed,  perhaps;   but  it  is  bright,  and  very  '*  we  have  no  more  precise  or  definite  expres- 

different  from  that  of  the  epileptic,  which,  sion  than  nervous  irriiahiHty^  or  mobility ; 

Sf  it  be  not  rolling,  is  duU,  projecting,  and  a  condition  which  is  more  common  in  women 

the  pupil  usuaUy  £lated.  and  children  than  in  men,  and  more  common 

Foville  states  that  when,  besides  a  sudden  in  all  persons  when  in  a  state  of  weakness, 

loss  of  consciousness  with  convulsive  move-  than  when  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  muscular 

ments,  there  are  also  lividity  of  the  face,  strength;    in   women,    particularly,    more 

and  an  escape  of  frothy  saliva  from  between  common  about  the  menstrual  periods,  and 

the  lips,  and  the  convulsions  are  more  pro-  immediately  after  delivery,  than  at  other 

nounced  on  the  one  side  of  the  body  than  times  ;   more  common  likewise  in  those  in 

the  other,  the  disease  is  epilepsy,  and  not  whom  the  monthly  discharge  is  habitually 

hysteria ;  and  I  think  he  is  right.  exeessivet  or  altered,  as  in  leueorrheBOt  or 

The  hysterical  seizure  may  be  over  in  a  suddenly  suppressed,  or  more  gradually  ob- 

quarter  of  an  hour,  or  in  less  time  than  that ;  structed  in  the  different  forms  of  amenor- 

or  it  may  last  many  hours,  or  even  several  rhtBOf  than  in  others.      In  this  condition 

days.  of  mobility,  both  sensations  and  emotions 

The  hysterical  seizure  is  aTmost  peculiar  are  intensely  felt ;   and  their  agency  on  the 

to  women :  and  it  seldom  occurs  in  them  body  is  stronger  and    more '  lasting   than 

except  during  that  period  of  their  lives  in  usual ;  continued  voluntary  efforts  of  mind, 

which  the  menstrual  function  of  the  uterus  and  steady  or  sustained  exertions  of  the 

is  or  ought  to  be  in  activity.     In  this  coun-  voluntary  muscles  are  difficult,  or  impos- 

try  it  is  most  apt  to  occur  between  the  ages  sible  ;    tiie  muscular  motions  are  usually 

of  fifteen  and  forty  ;  and  in  the  vast  majority  rapid  and  irregular,  and  the  '  animus,  nee 

of  patients  who  do  suffer  it,  you  will  find  sponte,  varius  et  mutabilis.'  **     In  persons 

some  marked  derangement  of  that  particular  of  this  moveable  temperament,  spasmodic 

ftmction.     These  facts  alone  afford  a  strong  complaints  are  easUy  excited :   and  the  ten- 

corroboration  of  the  ancient  theory,  which  dency  to  their  recurrence  is  increased  by 

ascribed  the  whole  of  the  phsenomena  to  each  repetition  of  them, 
uterine  disorder ;    and  named  the  disease        Now  the  persons  who  suffer  hysteria  are 

accordingly.     You  will  hear  or  read  of  dis-  of  this  class.    They  are  commonly  young 

putes  aa  to  whether  the  womb,   with  its  women,  in  whom  the  process  of  menstruation 

appendages,  or  the  nervous  system,  is  the  is  in  some  way  or  other  disordered ;    and 

seat  of  hysteria.      But  such  disputes  are  who  either  are  naturally  of  a  feeble  constitu- 
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tion,  or  have  been  debilitated  by  disease,  or  if  she  has  been  known  to  srjfer  hysterical 
by  their  habits  of  life.  They  often  are  pale ;  fits ;  and  if  the  tenderness  vj  excessive,  and, 
have  cold  hands  and  feet ;  are  subject  to  as  it  were,  superficial,  felt  Mpon  the  slightest 
chilblains ;  eat  but  little,  and  do  not  fancy  touch  as  much  as  when  firmer  pressure  is 
meat,  which  they  sometimes  absolutely  dia-  made,  you  may  generally  spare  the  blood- 
like and  refuse ;  or  their  taste  is  depraved  letting,  purge  Uie  patiimt  well,  and  cause  an 
and  capricious;  they  will  devour  wax  candles,  aasafoetida  enema  to  be  thrown  into  the 
wafers,  chalk,  sealing  wax,  slate  pencil,  and  rectum ;  and  in  a  few  hours  tou  will  find 
such  trash.  And,  what  is  very  curious  and  that  the  peritonitis  has  vanished, 
characteristic,  although  they  often  abstain  Among  the  pains  that  infest  females  of  the 
almost  entirely  from  animal  food  for  weeks  hysteric  constitution,  and  which  are  apt  to 
or  mouthy  together,  and  take  very  little  be  erroneously  ascribed  to  inflammatioo, 
nourishment  of  any  kind,  they  do  not  in  ititehet  and  paint  in  the  hypochondria  ans 
general  emaciate.  You  might  expect  that,  probably  the  most  common.  They  are 
under  such  a  mode  of  life,  they  would  waste  oftener  complained  of  in  the  left  hypodion- 
away :  but  they  continue  round,  and  plump,  drium  than  in  the  right.  Tliese  thmgs  are 
and  smooth.  Some  of  them  are  even  much  more  generally  understood  now  than 
ruddy.  they  used  to  be  even  a  few  years  ago.     I 

And  belonging  to  women  of  this  peculiar  cannot  tell  you  how  many  persons  f  have 

constitution  &ere  is  one  other  very  remarka-  seen  who  had  been  diligently  treated  with 

ble  character,  which  it  behoves  us  to  make  leeches,  and  blisters,  and  blue  pill,  for  sup- 

ourselves  thoroughly  acq[uainted  with.    Al-  posed  dironic  inflammation  of  the  liver  or 

most  any  part  of  the  nervous  system,  in  spleen,  or  stiU  more  actively  depleted  far 

these  persons,  is  liable,  under  the  influence  presumed  pleurisy  or  pericarditis,  when  no 

of  slight  eauses,  and  even  without  any  obvious  such   inflammation  existed,   and  when  the 

cause,  to  fall  into  a  disordered  state  of  action  treatment,  by  reducing  the  strength,  tended 

and  suflering  more  or  less  resembling  that  to  rivet  that  mobility  of  system  which  was 

which  inflammation  or  organic  disease  might  the  chief  predisposing  cause  of  the  pains, 
excite  in  the  same  part.  You  would  scarcely  suppose  that  paliy — 

This  is  a  most  important  Ud :  because  if  perfect  hemiplegia  or  paraplegia — could  be 
we  erroneously  ascribe  symptoms  which  simulated  by  hysteria :  yet  this  certainly  is 
really  result  from  inflammation  to  mere  the  case ;  and  I  have  seen  instances  i:i  it 
nervous  or  hysterical  disorder,  we  may  suffer  even  amonc  hospital  patients.  They  are 
the  patient  to  perish  for  want  of  active  mea-  difficult  and  perplexing  cases.  Hie  sudden 
snres  that  would  have  saved  her :  and,  on  occurrence  of  the  paralysis,  without  any  of 
the  other  hand,  if  we  apply  to  these  nervous,  the  other  symptoms  which  commonly  mark 
imitative,  hysteric  complaints,  the  treatment  the  real  diaease,  its  sudden  disappearance,  and, 
proper  for  inflammation,  we  shall  generally,  above  all,  tibe  supervention  of  an  hysterical 
mdeed,  relieve  our  patient  for  the  time ;  but  paroxysm,  will  often  disclose  the  true  nature 
we  shall  leave  her  more  prone  to  the  nervous  of  the  affisction.  Hysterical  affections  re- 
affection  than  before,  and  permanently  ferred  to  the  throat  are  very  common.  Aph9^ 
damaged  by  our  mischievous  activity.  nta,  for  example :  the  voice  being  lost  on  a 

IHtordera  nmulated  by  hyateria, — I  say  sudden,  and  returning  as  suddenly.    Mock 

that  almost  every  kind  of  serious  disease  laryngitia.     I  remember  bemg  asked  by  Sir 

may  be  mimicked  by  what  we  must  call  Charles  Bell  some  yean  ago  to  see  a  young 

hysteria.    And  your  skill  will  sometimes  be  woman  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital  under  his 

severely  tasked  to  determine  the  true  import  care.     She  had  recently  arrived,  and  was 

of  the  symptoms,  and  the  real  nature  of  the  breathing  with  the  stridulous  noise  peculiar 

case.  to  inflammation  of  the  larynx.     She  had 

One  of  the  diseases  which  ia  most  often  twice  before,  in  the  country,  had  tracheo- 

eopied  by  hysteria,  is  ia^Uimmaium  qf  iha  tomy  performed  for  simUar  attacks ;   and 

pariioneum.    You  will  find  a  patient  com-  there  were  the  scars  of  the  operations  on  the 

plaining  of  acute  pain  of   the    abdomen,  neck:  but  both  Sir  Charles  and  myself  were  sa- 

aggravated  by  the  slightest  pressure;    and  tisfied,  upon  considering  all  the  circumstances 

the  shall  have,  perhaps,  a  hot  skin,  a  quick  of  the  case,  tliat  the  difficult  inspirationa 

pulse,  and  a  furred  tongue.     When  you  were  spasmodic  and    hysterical;    and  she 

meet  with  such  symptoms  in  a  young  female,  recovered  under  the  remedies  which  do  good 

in  whom  there  is  aoy  derangement  or  irre-  in  hysteria.     Inability  to  swallow,  dytpha^ 

gularity  of  the  uterine  functions,  you  will  do  ^'a,  is  another  of  the  hjrsterical  vagaries  re« 

well,  before  you  bleed  her  to  syncope  and  latiog  to  the  parts  about  tfie  throat.     Dr. 

eover  her  abdomen  with  leeches,   to   ask  Bright  has  a  very  instructive  case  of  that 

yourselves  whether  all  this  suffering  may  not  kind.     A  patient  was  sent  to  Guy'a  Hospital 

be  simply  nervous.     Search  into  her  pre*  for  stricture  of  the  oesophagus.      It  was 

vious  history  as  much  as  you  can :   it  you  stated  that  the  difficulty  of  deglutition  had 

find  that  she  has  had  similar  attacks  before ;  existed  for  several  weeks,  and  was  increasing. 
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^^                The  Kirgeon  under  whose  care  she  was  ad-  charge  ceased.      I  said  she  was  romantic ; 

mitted  was  inatantly  struck  by  certain  cur-  but  I  should  rather  hare  said  tiiat  she  had 

cumstanoes  which  did  not  seem  to  consist  that  peculiar  mental  constitution  which  be* 

very  weU  with  the  notion  that  there  was  longs  to  hysterical  females.     She  used  to 

organic  disease.      Her  appearance    belied  write  me  kmg  letters  of  thanks  for  my  atten- 

it,  and  her  age.    But  he  thought  it  right  to  tion,  though  I  was  heartily  tired  of  her ; 

examine  the  oesophagus  by  means  of  a  pro*  and  these   were  couched  in   all  the    fine 

bang;  and  no  sooner  was. the  instrument  in-  language  cd  the  Minerva  press.    At  last  I 

troduoed,   than  the  patient  went  -into  an  sent  her  away;  just  as  bad  as  when  she  came 

hysterical  fit,   which  was  followed  imme-  into  the  hospital.    This  was  five  or  six  yean 

diately  by  hysteria  in  several  females  in  the  ago ;  and  last  year  she  called  at  my  house 

ward.     The  complaint  turned  out  to  be  with  a  present  of  some  game,  and  told  me 

nothing  but  an  hysteric  constriction,  and  she  had  got  married  to  a  hair-dreaser,  and 

was  soon  completely  removed.     This  incon-  was  quite  recovered. 

gmity  and  want  of  harmony  among  the  There  is  a  kind  of  sanguineous  ttepeciora* 
symptoms  often  affords  a  clue  to  the  real  Hon  belonging  to  females  of  this  class,  and 
character  of  the  complaint.  Dr.  Conolly  very  likely  to  mislfwd  the  unwary.  I  meet 
states  that  he  was  summoned  to  a  lady,  with  two  or  three  instances  of  it  every  year. 
whose  uterine  functions  were  disordered,  The  patient  ezcreates  daily,  or  at  irregular 
and  who  was  affected  with  what  she  called  intervals,  a  thinniwh  fluid  something  like 
Qtthma^  a  peculiar  difficulty  qf  breathing,  safiva,  more  or  less  tinged  and  streaked  with 
He  observed  this  great  inconsistency :  the  brown  or  florid  blood.  A  young  hand  in* 
respirations  were  forty  in  the  minute ;  the  vestigates  diligently  the  source  of  the  bleed- 
pulse  only  twenty.  Aad  he  says  that  be  has  ing,  and  puzzles  himself  to  determine 
met  with  the  same  interchange  as  it  were  of  whether  the  case  be  one  of  henuUemeiis  or 
frequency  between  the  number  of  pnlsa-  of  hemoptynt.  Nine  times  out  of  ten  it  is 
tions  of  the  heart,  and  the  number  of  the  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  The  blood 
breathings,  in  other  hysterical  females :  "  the  comes  from  the  mouth  or  fauces, 
pulse  being  sometimes  as  slow  as  the  ordinary  Hysterical  affections  of  the  joinit  are  very 
respiration,  and  the  respirations  sometimes  common.  A  young  girl  became  my  patient 
advanced  to  the  ordinary  rapidity  of  the  in  the  hospital  for  some  trifling  aument,  and 
pulse."  after  a  short  time  she  b^gan  to  oompbin  at 
Among  the  hysteric  affections  of  the  air*  great  pain  in  her  knee  and  hip ;  she  could 
passages,  there  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  cough  not  stand  upon  the  limb,  nor  bear  to  have  it 
which  you  ought  to  be  acquainted  with.  It  moved  or  touched.  IgotoneofmyooUeaguaa 
is  loud,  harsh,  dry,  more  like  a  bark  than  a  to  see  her :  he  was  so  satisfied  of  the  nature 
cough.  Sometimes  it  is  incessant,  some*  of  the  cases— «o  convinced  that  it  was  « 
times  it  occurs  in  paroxysms  which,  I  verily  genume  example  of  inflammation  and  uloera* 
believe,  are  more  annoying  to  hear  than  to  tion  of  the  bip-joint — that  he  gave  a  little 
wffer.  Hysterical  affections  of  the  dia-  lecture  to  the  pupils  who  stood  round  the 
phragm  again  are  by  no  means  rare.  I  had  bed  upon  the  charaoteristic  position  in  which 
a  very  obstinate  case  of  that  sort  in  one  of  the  patient  lay ;  and  he  took  her  into  one  of 
my  hospital  patients.  She  would  sit  in  her  the  surgical  wards  to  be  under  his  own  care, 
bed  all  day  long,  uttering  every  eight  or  ten  Some  time  afterwards  I  had  occasion  to  go 
seconds  a  loud  and  most  discordant  Atcci^.  into  that  ward,  and  there  I  found  my  former 
And  I  remember  an  out-patient,  who  pre-  patient  with  her  heel  drawn  tight  up  against 
sented  a  picture  of  perfect  health,  and  who  her  buttock.  It  turned  out  that  she  had  had 
came  week  after  week,  to  be  cured  of  what  I  no  serious  disease  of  the  hip  at  all :  both  it, 
could  consider  nothing  but  an  hysterical  and  the  rigid  contraction,  gave  way  under 
eructation ;  it  was  continual  and  distressing,  measures  which  could  have  done  no  good  to 
and  prevented  her  from  obtaining  any  em*  an  ulcerated  joint,  I  think  the  first  clue  to 
ployment  as  a  servant.  Hysterical  tomiting  the  real  nature  of  her  malady  was  the  oocnr- 
is  also  frequent,  simulating  cancer  of  the  renoe  of  a  fit  of  hysteria.  Sir  B.  Brodie 
stomach.  Nay,  hystericail  AefiMi/«nef it.  A  says  that  among  the  higher  classes  of  society, 
romantic  girl  was  for  some  monthe  under  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  female  patients  who 
my  care  in  the  hospital  with  that  complaint,  are  commonly  supposed  to  labour  under 
She  vomited  such  quantities  of  dark  blood,  diseases  of  the  j<Mnts,  labour  under  hysteria, 
(which  did  not  coagulate,  however),   as  I  and  nothing  else. 

would  not  have  believed  if  I  had  not  seen  Another  prank  belonging  to  hysteria,  and 

them.     Day  after  day  there  were  potfuls  of  one  which  it  is  very  necessary  that  yon 

this  stuff;  yet  she  did  not  lose  her  flesh,  and  should  be  on  your  guard  against,  is  that  of 

she  menstruated  regularly ;   and  what  was  mimicking  disease  of  .the  bones  of  the  spine. 

very  curious,  the  vomiting  was  alwaya  sus-  The  patient  complains  of  pain  and  tender- 

pended  during  the  menstrual  period,  and  ncaa  in  her  back,  and  of  weakness  probably 

recurred  again  as  soon  as  the  natural  db-  in  her  lower  extremities :  and  it  is  now  b^- 


456     DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 


come  notorious  that  loores  of  young  women  oiiganic  change.  Dr.  Bright  set  the 
have  been  mmeoeMnrily  confined  for  montha  down  in  his  own  mind  aa  one  ai 
or  jtan  to  a  horisontal  pontion,  and  have  She  aeemed  to  have  derived  relief  from 
had  their  backa  aeamed  with  vmaeBf  for  sap-  gtimnViting  injection,  and  from  certain  pills, 
poaed  diaeaae  of  the  bodies  of  the  yertebrae,  As  her  friends  were  in  moderate  circiun^ 
who  had  really  nothing  the  matter  with  them  stances.  Dr.  Bright  talked  serioosly  to  the 
bat  hysteria,  and  who  would  probably  have  mother,  and  recommended  that  simple  water 
soon  ceased  to  complain,  if,  inatead  of  being  should  be  employed  for  the  injection,  and 
restricted  to  that  unnatural  imprisonment  that  bread  pills  should  be  substituted  for 
and  posture,  they  had  taken  a  daily  gallop  those  she  had  been  taking.  Hie  mother 
on  horseback.  soon  perceived  that  these  means  produced 
It  is  curioua  enough  how  the  mind  is  apt  the  same  tranquillizing  effects  on  her  daughter 
to  become  affected  in  some  of  these  cases,  which  had  hitherto  been  ascribed  to  the  me- 
After  the  patient  has  been  lying  supine  for  dicine.  "  My  visits,"  he  says,  ''  became 
some  weeks,  she  it  unable  to  stuid  or  walk,  less  frequent ;  I  was  absent  a  fortnight ;  on 
simply  because  she  ihmk$  she  is  unable,  my  renewing  my  visit,  no  change  lad  taken 
The  instant  she  makes  a  fair  effort  to  use  place.  I  attempted  to  get  her  shifted  gently 
her  limbs  again,  she  can  and  does  use  them,  from  the  bed  Co  the  bo&,  but  it  was  impoa- 
Her  condition  is  at  once  reversed.  Potest  sible ;  the  paroxysm  almost  overcame  her. 
quia  potn  videtur.  Mr.  Corfe,  the  present  Once  (after  having  attended  altogether  aboat 
apothecary  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  has  nine  months)  I  called  after  an  absence  of 
no  little  trouble  with  patienta  of  this  kind ;  nearly  a  month ;  her  sister  met  me  at  the 
but  he  generally  tucoDeds  in  making  them  street-door  with  a  smiling  face  to  tdl  me 
walk,  and  in  convincing  them,  aa  well  as  that  our  patient  waa  quite  well :  and  on  in- 
himself,  that  they  may  do  so  with  impunity,  quiry,  she  related  how,  three  mornings  be- 
Sometimes,  though  the  authority  of  the  fore,  under  a  deep  religions  imprettion,  she 
Doctor  may  not  be  efficacious  in  this  respect,  had  completely  recovered  all  her  powers; 
some  stronger  influence  prevails.  A  lady  and  I  found  her  sitting  up,  working  and 
told  me  not  very  long  ago  that  an  acquaint-  amusing  herself  as  if  she  were  completdy  \ 
ance  of  hers,  a  member  of  a  family  of  dis-  convalescent  from  some  ordinary  illness."  | 
tinction.  Bad  been  lying  I  know  not  how  These  are  the  cases  which  suit  the  pur- 
long  on  her  back ;  that  position  having  been  poses  of  miraclemongers.  A  few  years  ago 
prescribed  to  her  by  some  medical  man  for  all  the  journals  belonging  to  a  certain  party  "i 
a  presumed  disease  of  the  spine.  She  lost  in  the  religious  world  were  full  of  an  in- 
all  power  of  using  her  legs ;  but  she  got  stance  of  miraculous  cure.  The  patient  was 
quite  fat,  as,  indeed,  well  &e  might,  for  her  a  young  woman ;  her  legs  had  been  paralytic, 
appetite  was  remarkably  sharp,  and  she  lived  or  contracted,  I  forget  which ;  some  enthu- 
chieflyupon  chickens;  and  the  number  of  siastic  preacher  had  influence  enough  with  her 
chickens  she  devoured  was  incredible.  She  to  make  her  believe  that  if  on  a  certain  day  she 
lived  at  some  little  distance  from  town,  and  prayed  for  recovery  with  a  strong  faith,  Imt 
at  last  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  was  tent  for  to  prayer  would  be  successful,  she  would  recover 
her.  Now  Sir  Benjamin,  to  use  a  vulgar  at  once ;  and  she  did  so.  No  one  can 
phrase,  is  «p  to  these  cases ;  and  he  wished  doubt  that  it  was  just  such  a  case  as  those 
to  see  her  fry  to  walk :  but  she  declared  I  have  now  been  mentioning.  Many  of 
that  the  attempt  to  do  so  would  kill  her.  these  pseudo-diseases  terminate  suddenly 
He  was  resolute,  however,  and  had  her  got  under  some  strong  moral  emotion.  A  fall — 
out  of  bed ;  and  in  a  few  days  time  she  was  a  fire  in  the  house— any  overwhelming  terror, 
walking  about  quite  well,  and  very  grateful  will  sometimes  put  an  end  to  them.  And 
to  him  for  his  judicious  conduct.  A  medical  where  the  jointa  have  been  the  parts  affected, 
man  of  less  name,  or  of  less  determination,  several  patients  have  declared  that  they  fdt 
would  probably  have  failed.  Dr.  Bright  has  a  sensation  as  if  something  had  snapped  or 
a  good  example  of  a  somewhat  similar  kind ;  given  way  in  the  part,  immediately  before  the 
shewing  the  power  of  another  form  of  in-  sudden  recovery  took  place, 
fluence.  He  was  naked  to  see  a  young  lady  Some  of  the  shapes  assumed  by  this  pa- 
who  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  nine  thological  Proteus  are  hideous  and  disgusting. 
months.^  If  she  attempted  to  move  she  was  Paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  blad- 
thrown  into  a  paroxysm  of  agitation,  and  of  der,  or  spasm  of  its  sphincter,  sometimes 
excruciating  agony,  affecting  more  particularly  really  occurs,  sometimes  is  only  aped,  in 
her  abdomen.  She  had  almost  lost  the  use  hysteria.  It  is  a  common  trick  with  these 
of  the  lower  extremities ;  and  ahe  and  her  patients  to  pretend  that  they  labour  under 
firiends  seemed  to  have  given  up  all  hope  of  retention  qf  urine;  and  that,  although  the 
her  restoration.  But  she  presented  no  ap-  bladder  is  full,  they  cannot  make  water, 
pearance  of  important  disease ;  her  counte-  The  daily  introduction  of  the  catheter  by  a 
nance  bore  no  marks  of  visceral  mischief;  dresser  or  apprentice  appears  to  gratify  their 
ttor  was  it  povible  to  discover  any  proof  of  morbid  and  prurient  feelings.     Sometimes, 
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no  doubt,  the  diificnlty  is  real;  bnt  it  is  How,  then,  is  it  to  be  made?  Yoa  may 
oftener  feigned  or  exaggerated.  I  have  again  generally,  I  beliere,  be  led  to  a  right  judg. 
and  again  known  it  disappear  upon  the  pa*  ment  if  yon  look  to  the  several  points  that  I 
tient's  being  left,  without  pity,  to  her  own  have  incidentally  touched  already.  You  may 
resources.  But  girls  have  been  known  to  guess  that  the  affection  is  hysterical  if  the 
drink  their  urine,  in  order  to  conceal  the  patient  be  a  young  unmarried  woman;  if 
fact  of  their  having  been  obliged  and  able  to  there  be  any  disorder  or  irregularity  in  the 
i^oid  it.  Hie  state  of  mind  evinced  by  many  uterine  functions ;  if  you  can  trace  any 
of  these  hysterical  young  persons  is  such  as  history  of  previous  hysterical  disease ;  and 
to  entitle  them  to  our  deepest  commiseration,  especially  if  she  is  subject  XofitM  of  hysteria. 
The  deceptive  appearanoes  displayed  in  the  The  suspicious  symptoms  may  often  be 
bodily  factions  and  feelings  find  their  traced  back,  and  found  to  spread  themselves 
(x>iinterpart  in  the  mental.  The  patients  over  a  considerable  previous  period  of  time ; 
are  deceitful,  perverse,  and  obstinate ;  prac-  yet  there  is*  no  such  wasting  or  oommen- 
tising,  or  attempting  to  practise,  the  most  surate  deterioration  of  the  general  health 
aimless  and  unnatural  impositions.  They  and  strength  as  might  be  expected  in  organic 
will  produce  fragments  of  common  gravel,  disease.  When  the  complaint  simulated  is 
and  assert  that  these  were  voided  with  the  some  acute  local  inflammation,  and  there  is 
orine:  or  they  will  secrete  cinders  and  stones  pain  increased  upon  pressing  the  part,  you 
in  the  vagina,  and  pretend  to  be  suffering  will  find  that  the  pain  is  aggravated  by  the 
under  some  calculous  disease.  A  young  gentlest  toodi ;  it  is  more  felt  if  you  brush 
woman  contrived,  in  one  of  our  hospitals,  your  hand  over  the  surface,  or  slightly  pinch 
to  make  the  surgeons  believe  that  she  had  the  integumente,  than  when  firm  pressure  it 
stone  in  the  bladder;  and  she  actually  sub-  made:  and  you  will  find  also  that  this  ez- 
mitted  to  be  placed  upon  the  operating  table,  quisite  tenderness  is  not  limited  to  the  part 
and  to  be  tied  up  in  the  posture  for  lithotomy,  complained  of.  Suppose  it  is  the  abdomen, 
before  a  theatre-full  of  students ;  and  then  the  patient  will  shrink  and  exclaim  if  you 
the  imposture  was  detected.  Sometimes  suddenly  put  your  finger  on  her  neck,  or  her 
they  simulate  euppreteion  qf  urmet  and  arm.  The  suspicion  that  the  disorder  is  ner- 
after  swallowing  what  they  have  passed,  vous  or  hysterical  will  also  be  corroborated 
vomit  it  up  again,  to  induce  the  belief  that  if  the  symptoms  which  resemble  the  symp* 
the  secretion  has  teken  place  through  a  new  toms  of  inflammation  arise  and  subside  ra* 
and  unnatural  channel.  pidly,  without  obvious  cause  for  such  flue- 
It  is  impossible,  I  say,  not  to  pity  the  tuation;  and  if  various  organs  appear  to  be 
unhappy  victims  of  this  wretched  disorder,  attacked  in  succession.  Between  the  several 
when  their  morbid  propensities  drive  them  symptoms  that  mark  real  disease  there  is 
to  such  acts  as  these.  I  mention  them  be-  always  (as  we  learn  by  experience)  a  certain 
cause  you  must  expect  to  meet  with  such  oongruity  and  relation ;  but  in  the  simulatnre 
cases :  and  because,  while  you  take  care  not  displays  of  hysteria  the  symptoms  are  apt  to 
to  express  your  suspicions  prematarely,  or  be  irregular,  inconsistent,  contradictory, 
on  light  evidence,  you  should  be  on  your  When,  after  the  most  carefiil  investigation 
guard  against  the  mortification  of  Ming  of  the  case,  you  still  doubt,  it  will  be  right 
deceived,  by  the  false  signals  held  out,  into  either  to  pause,  or  to  treat  it  upon  the  most 
active  and  iU-directed  measures  of  treatment,  tnifovourable  supposition.  The  consequences 
There  is  another  very  common  hysterical  of  suffering  active  inflammation  to  go  on 
pain  which  I  ought  to  have  mentioned,  viz.  unchecked  would  be  fiur  worse  than  the  tem- 
a  pain  occupying  some  one  point  in  the  porary  and  slight  and  remediable  injury  to 
head ;  the  patient  speaks  of  it  as  a  sensation  the  system  which  might  result  from  once 
like  that  which  would  be  caused  by  driving  applying  the  remedies  of  inflammation  to  a 
a  naU  into  the  part ;  and  the  affection  has  case  of  mere  hysteria.  There  is  another 
therefore  been  odled  the  clavue  hyeterieue,  hazard  also  which  you  must  be  aware  of,  and 
It  is  often  situated  just  above  one  eyebrow ;  seek  to  avoid;  that  of  overlooking  real  dis- 
and  it  sometimes  comes  on  every  day,  at  the  ease  when  it  is  mixed  with,  and  masked  by, 
tame  hour.  Now  in  these  cases  it  imitetes  hysterical  symptoms.  It  is  not  easy  to  lay 
very  cloiely  the  hemicrania,  which  consti-  down  positive  rules  of  action  for  all  these 
tutes  no  uncommon  form  of  an  intermittent,  supposable  cases;  but  I  trust  that  I  have 
and  is  called,  accordingly,  the  brow  ague,  said  enough  to  convince  you  of  the  import- 
He  distinction  between  the  tvro — ^whether  ance  of  making  the  diagnosis  of  hysteric 
the  affection,  I  mean,  be  hysterical  or  aguish  complainte  a  careful  object  of  your  ftiture 
— is  not  of  any  great  consequence :  Irat  in  study. 

many  of  the  former  examples  of  hysterical  I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  hysteria  as  if 

pub  mimicking  organic  or   inflammatory  it  were  exclusively  a  malady  of  females, 

disease,  the  diagnosis  is  obviously  of  the  Etymologically,  to  apply  that  term  to  the 

greatest  moment.  disesses  of  males  would  be  absurd.     But 
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that  pecnliBT  modification  of  the  nenroua  made  bj  mixing  two  drachma  of  aaaafastida 

ayatem  wbich  ia  obaerved  in  hyaterio  girla  with  half  a  pint  of  water,  by  meana  of  the 

doea  certainly  preient  itaelf,  though  rarely,  yolk  of  an  egg;  or  the  turpentine  ii^ectioa, 

in  young  men.     I  have  aeen  two  or  three  made  in  the  aame  manner,  and  containing 

inatancea  of  what  I  could  give  no  other  name  half  an  ounce  of  torpentine :  or  the  aamo 

to  than  hysteria,  in  males.     One  of  them  quantity  of  ice-cold  water  thrown  into  the 

waa  in  the  person  of  a  young  surgeon  who  rectum,  or  applied  to  the  pudenda,  will  oHon 

had  been  house-surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  bring  the  fit  to  a  speedy  termination.     In- 

Hospital.     I  beUeve  he  applied  to  not  leas  deed  I  believe  there  is  more  Tirtne  in  cold 

than  a  doaen  medical  men  for  advice ;  and  wat^r,  in  hysterical  diseases,  than  in  anj 

in  that  batch  I  happened  to  have  my  turn,  other  single  remedy.     In  the  parozyam  it 

He  had  aome  of  the  symptoms  that  are  may  be  freely  and  repeatedly  sprinkled,  or 

ascribed  to  hypochondriasis ;  t.  e.  he  waa  daiiied  with  some  force,  upon  the  face  and 

exceedingly  attentive  to  his  own  seosationa,  chest.      Active   purges  are  beneficial  and 

and  £uided  he  had  a  number  of  diaeases  requisite  in  almost  all  these  caaes.    There  ia 

which   had  no  existence  but  in  his  own  commonly  a  costive,  sometimes  an  obatinate, 

imagination :  he  ahowed  great  unsteadineaa  and  always  an  unnatural,  state  of  the  boweUu 

and  infirmity  of  purpoee ;  waa  what  ia  called  In  those  long  paroxysms — if  they  may  be 

'*  very  nervous ;"  and  had  occaaional  bursts  io  called — ^in  which  some  other  disease  is 

of  choking,  and  teara,  and  laughter,  exactly  simulated  by  hysteria,  the  cold  affusion  ia  a 

reaembUng  those  which  we  so  often  vritness  most  valuable  resource :  especially  in  thoae 

IB  the  other  sex.    Many  cases  of  hysteria  in  forms  of  the  disorder  in  which  a  limb  is  per* 

the  male  have  been*  recorded  by  different  manently  bent,  or  incapable  of  motion.     In 

writers.    The  same  moveable  state  of  the  several  instancea,  in  which  such  contraction 

nervous  aystem,  and  the  same  symptoms  had  existed  for  a  long  time,  it  has  yieldedi 

referable  to  that  system,  may  exist  in  both  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  to  a  few  minutea' 

sexea.     In  females,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  '  application  of  the  cold  douche.     Mr.  Corfe, 

or  in  a  much  larger  proportion,  the  exciting  as  I  stated  before,  takes  much  paina  with  these 

cause  of  the  hysteria  ia  connected  with  the  caaes:  he  pours  cold  water  from  a  tea-kettle, 

sexual  functions ;  and  that  is  all  that  can  be  or  any  other  convenient  vessel,  in  a  small 

meant  when  it  is  asserted  that  for  the  female  atream,  from  a  moderate  height,  upon  the 

the  complaint  is  not  badly  named,  but  haa  contracted  limb :  it  has  been  bent  up  for 

an  intimate  dependence  upon  the  uterine  weeks  perhaps ;  no  power  that  yon  are  aUe 

aympathiea.    At  the  aame  time  it  ia  quite  to  exert  can  extend  it,  and  any  verjfforcibU 

true  that  the  "  nterus  is  not  the  <mly  organ  attempta  to  straightoi  it  give  the  patient 

of  vrfaich  the  irritation  may  so  afieot   the  extreme  pain,    ilter  the  stream  of  water 

aervona  system  aa  to  produce  hyateria."  haa  been  kept  up  for  a  short  time,  the  pa- 

A«  in  qpllepsy,  so  alao  in  hysteria,  the  tient  complains  of  it  very  much;  but  Mr. 

treatment  to  be  adopted  regarda,  first,  the  pa-  Corfe  is  inflexible — ^more  so  than  the  culprit 

roxyam  itself ;  secondly,  the  condition  of  the  limb — ^he  goes  on ;  presently  the  limb  begins 

patient  during  the  abeeaoe  of  t^e  paroxysm,  to  tremble,  the  tight  state  of  the  musdea  ia 

One  object,  during  the  paroxyam,  is  to  evidently  on  the  point  of  yielding,  and  in  no 

prevent  the  patient  from  ii\)ttring  herself,  by  long    time   they  are  entirely  rdaxed  and 

her  handa,  or  by  her  teeth,  or  in  her  oonvul»  manageable,  and  the  member  beoomea  9S 

live    movementa.     Her   dreas    ahonld   be  lithe  and  moveable  as  ever.  It  often  happma 

loosened ;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  confine  that  the  state  of  contraction  recura;  but  a 

her  hands  and  arms.    The  next  thing  to  be  repetition  of  the  douche  haa  always  the  aame 

aimed  at  ia  the  putting  an  end  to  the  fit.  good  effect,  and  by  degrees  the  habit  is 

Various  measurea  are  found  more  or  less  broken,  and  the  patient  set  free.  It  requirea 

uaefdl  for  ihat  purpose.    The  patient  should  some  determination  to  put  this  expedient  in 

be  snnounded,  aa  fiir  aa  that  ia  poaaible,  practice.  'The  patient  looks  upon  you  aa  a 

with  cool  freah  air.  Jf  ahe  ia  able  to  awallow,  monster  of  cruelty ;  and,  in  private,  the 

you  may  aometimea  ahorten  the  attack  by  friends  will  not  always  allow  auch  "  rough" 

administering  a  couple  of  ounces  of  the  treatment,  as  they  consider  it.     Sir  Chtf  lea 

mistora  assafcetidx;   or  half  a  drachm  of  Clarke,  who  neceasarily  sees  a  great  number 

CBther,  with  fifteen  or  twenty  minima  of  of  these  casea— they  are  mora  common  in 

laudanum,  in  camphor  julep ;  or  a  draught  the  upper  than  the  lower  classes  of  society— 

eontaining  half  a  drachm  of  the  tincture  of  is  a  great  advocate  of  this  ducking  system, 

▼alerian.    When  the  patient  cannot  or  will  A  paper  of  his  upon  the  subject  was  read 

not  swallow,  she  may  sometimes  be  brought  before  the  College  of  Physicians  a  few  yeara 

about    by  atimulating    volatile    substances  ago.  He  recommends  a  "  sudden  and  lavish" 

offered  to  the  nostrils.     Signal  good  m^y  application  of  water  to  the  face ;  or  the  im» 

also.be  effected  by  foetid  or  stimulant  ene*  meraion  of  the  whole  body.     He  describee 

mate :  the  enema  assafoetidK,  for  example,  the  class  of  patients,  in  whom  the  hysterical 
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affectioii  which  is  oorable  by  that  method  aloetic  aperients;   tha  exhibitioii  of  some 

occnrsy  as  being  generally  females  of  a  pasty  form  or  other  of  steel;  the  steady  employ* 

compleziouy  &t|  pale,  and  weak ;  or  such  as  ment  of  the  shower  bath;  regulated  ezerdse, 

erince  the  ordinary  signs  of  debility,  a  feeble  both  on  foot  and  on  horseback ;  the  avoid- 

pulse,  cold  extremities,  and  purpleness  of  ance  of  hot  rooms  and  of  late  hours,  both  in 

parts  distant  from  the  centre  of  circulation,  respect  to  going  to  bed,  and  to  rising  firom 

Ths  age  of  the  patients  varied  firom  ten  to  it ;  the  avoidance  also  ik  strong  morid  emo- 

thirty  years;  in  many  of  them  menstruation  tions,  of  novel  reading,  and  of  all  the  other 

was  imperfect,  or  absent.     A  medical  prac-  thonssnd  modes  of  dissipation,  mental  and 

titioner  whom  I  met  lately  at  a  patient's  bodily,  which  always  accompany,  and  abate 

house,  told  me  he   had   just  come  from  the  blessings  of,  a  high  state  of  civilization, 

another  patient,  upon  whom  he  had  seen  a  Marriage  often  proves  a  cure :   sometimes  it 

surprising  cure  performed.     A  young  lady,  does  not. 

for    many  days,   had    been    affected  with  The  dispoaitioii  to  hysterical  disorder  may 

trismus.     She  was  unable  to  open  her  jaws,  be  more  easily  prevented  than  cured ;  but 

and  thereCbre  could  neither  speak  nor  eat.  upon  this  point  medical  men  are  not  con- 

At  last  Sir  C.  Clarke  was  called  in  to  see  suited.     Parents  do  not  foresee  the  misery 

her.  He  presently  comprehended  the  nature  they  are  often  laying  up  for  their  daughters 

of  her  ailment,  had  her  placed  with  her  head  by  the  unnatural  m(^e  of  life  to  which  they 

hanging  over  a  tub  by  the  side  of  the  bed;  are  subjected  for  the  sake  of  filling  tfaesn 

and  proceeded  to  pour  pitchers  of  water  on  with  fsshionable  accomplishments.   I  cannot 

her  face.    Before  he  had  en4)tied  the  second  close  this  subject,  and  this  lecture,  better 

the  patient  began  to  scream  and  complain,  than  by  quoting    Sir    Benjamin    Brodie's 

and  to  give  very  audible  indications  that  remarks  on  the  same  point,  as  I  find  them 

she    could    open    her    mouth.     I   say  al-  in  a  little  work  very  recently  published  by 

though  these  patients  get  great  relief  by  the  him,  and  containing  many  highly  valuable 

treatment,  they  do  not  like  it ;  and  if  they  observations  and  instructions  in  respect  to 

are  convince4  that  it  will  be  put  in  force,  local  hyaterical  qffeciioH*. 

they  wiU  generally  contrive  not  to  require  "  You  can  render  (he  says)  no  more  es* 

it.     Of  all  the  spasmodic  affections,  hysteria  sential  service  to- the  more  affluent  classes  of 

is  that  which  is  most  readily  propagable  by  society,  than  by  availing  yourselves  of  every 

what  may  be  called  moral  contagion.     If,  in  opportunity  of  ezplsijiuag  to  those  among 

4  large  ward,  one  girl  goes  off  in  a  fit,  half  them  who  are  parents,  how  much  the  or. 

a  dozen  others  perhaps,  all  who  happen  to  dinary  system  of  education  tends  to  engender 

possess  the  hysteric  diathesis,  will  experience  the  disposition  to  these  diseases  amcKig  their 

a  strong  inclination  to  follow  her  example,  female  children.    If  you  would  go  furthery 

But  thu  chorus,  as  it  were,  of  hysteria,  u  so  as  to  make  them  understand  in  what  their 

much  more  common  in  scnne  wards  than  in  error  consists,  what  they  ought  to  do,  and 

others.    A  stem  nurse,  or  a  general  order  what  they  ought  to  leave  undone,  you  need 

that  the  cold  affusion  shdl  at  onoe  be  employ,  only  point  out  the  difference  between  the 

ed  in  every  instance  of  an  hysterical  fit,  will  pkns  usually  pursued  in  the  bringing  up  of 

keep  the  complaint  wonderfully  in  check :  the  two  sexes.  The  boys  are  sent  at  an  early 

and  on  the  other  hand,  great  sympathy  with  age  to  school,  where  a  large  portion  of  their 

such  patients  has  a  stnkinc  effect  in  en-  time  is  passed  in  taking  exercise  in  the  openk 

couraging  the  paroxysms.   Taeae  facts  show  air ;  while  their  sisters  are  confined  to  he^ed 

that  the  symptoms  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  rooms,  taking  little  exerdse  out  of  doors, 

under  the  patient's  control :   the  fits  are  not  and  often  none  at  all,  except  in  a  carriage.. 

wholly  wilful;  neither  are  they  wholly  un-  Then,  for  the  most  part,  the  latter  spend 

conquerable.  much  more  of  their  time  in  actual  study 

I  have  but  little  to  say  respecting  the  than  the  former.  The  mind  is  over  educated 

medical  management  of  such  patients  in  the  at  the  expense  of  the  physical  stmotnra;  and 

intervals  between  the  paroxysms.    The  oh*  after  all,  with  little  advantage  to  the  mind 

jects  to  be  aimed  at  are,  to  restore  the  ner.  itself:  for  who  can  doubt  that  the  principal 

vous  system  to  the  requisite  degree  of  sta-  object  of  this  part  of  education  ought-to  be,, 

bility :  and  to  correct  the  disordered  func-  not  so  much  to  fill  the  mind  with  knowletige,. 

tions  of  the  uterine  system.    Now  much  the  as  to  train  it  to  a  right  exercise  of  its  intel* 

same  plan  of  treatment  is  applicable  to  both  lectual  and  moral  faculties;  or,  that  other 

these  objects ;  and  I  have  spoken  of  the  things  being  the  same,  this  is  more  easily 

remedies  that  are  found  most  beneficial  for  accomplished  in  those  whose  animal  ficactions 

giving  tone  and  firmness  to  the  system,  when  are  preserved  in  a  healthy  state,  than  it  is  ia 

upon  the  subject  of  epilepsy,  and  other  ner.  othors." 

vous  spasmodic  ailments.     The  following  .... 
points  must  be  kept  in  view.  The  regulation 
of  the  bowels,  wUch  are  mostly  sluggish,  by 
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LBCTURfiS  and  he  had  evidenti J,  therefore,  no  idea  of 

any  essential  difference  in  the  character  of 

^^  """^  the  various  parts  of  the  central  organs,  or  in 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  that  of  the  nervous  trunks  as  derived  from 

SYSTEM.  them.     This  general  view  of  the  subject 

made  but  little  advance  towards  detailed 

By  W.  B.  Carpkntbr,  M.D.  accuracy  until  the  17th  century,  when  the 

—  anatomy  and  functions  of  the  nervous  system 

Lecture  V.  ^©fc  more  minutely  investigated  by  varions 

„      ^.         ^  .,                    '           .    tr^s^  inquirers,  amongst  whom  our  own   Willb 

fW/wn,  qf  the  nerro«  .yfem  m  F«-<«-  Jj^    promin«^  rank.     Hi.  attention  was 

brata       Ge»eral   hutory  y    o/>m.<m..  ^j^,    jj^ted  to  the  cranial  nerrea. 

P^nctum,  qf  tht  <}>ina/  »s*tem  ^  nerve.,  ^^^j^l^^  ,ction.  of  which  he  rightlj 
The  functions  of  the  nervous  system  in  Ver-  guessed,  in  tibe  majority  of  cases,  from  their 
tebrated  imimiilg  are  so  complex  in  their  distribution  only.  In  fact,  his  knowledge  of 
nature,  and  our  means  of  analysing  them  these  has  been  much  overlooked,  in  oonse- 
are  so  imperfect,  that  the  inquiry  is  con-  quenoe  of  the  adoption  of  the  numerical 
fessedly  one  of  the  greatest  ^fficulty,  and  nomenclature  which  he  introduced.  The 
needs  all  the  light  which  can  be  thrown  upon  attention  of  Willis,  in  common  with  other 
it  from  extermd  sources.  The  great  acces-  •  physiologists,  was  much  directed  towards  the 
sion  to  our  knowledge  of  them,  which  has  involuntary  movements,  which  he  regarded 
been  made  within  the  last  few  years,  chiefly  as  taking  their  origin  in  the  cerebellum, 
by  the  labours  of  Sir  C.  Bell  and  Dr.  M.  whilst  the  voluntary  movements  were  sup* 
Hall,  has  so  far  changed  the  aspect  of  this  posed  to  result  from  the  influence  of  tiie 
department  of  physiological  science,  as  to  ren-  cerebrum.  In  this  point  an  advance  towards 
der  it  difficult  for  those,  who  were  acquainted  truth  was  evidently  made;  but  it  was  not 
with  its  previous  condition,  to  make  them-  until  some  time  afterwards,  that  the  true 
selves  fully  masters  of  its  present  state ;  and,  source  of  the  involuntary  movements  was 
on  the  oUier  hand,  those  who  now  enter  explained.  Willis  distinctly  states  that  the 
upon  the  study  of  it  for  the  first  time,  will  first  and  second  pairs  of  cranial  nerves  mi- 
be  perplexed,  in  referring  to  the  practical  nister  to  sensation  only ;  and  that  tiie  two 
treatises  of  physicians  of  no  distant  date,  next  are  especially  subservient  to  motion, — 
by  the  discrepancies  which  they  will  con-  the  third  pair  performing  only  the  voluntary 
stantly  meet  with,  between  present  and  past  movements  of  the  eye,  and  the  fourth  pair 
opinioDB  on  the  sotject.  On  both  tiiese  being  the  channel  of  the  involuntary  move- 
acoonnts,  tfaeraftm,  it  Mems  deainUe  to  ments,  uid  movements  of  expression,  which 
pre&oe  our  mora  detailed  inquiry  into  the  he  regarded  the  cerebellum  as  influencing, 
functtona  of  the  nervous  system  of  the  Ver-  He  notices  the  filth  pair  as  different  ftt>m 
tebrata,  with  a  britf  historical  sketch  of  the  the  first  four,  inasmuch  as  it  ministers  both 
progress  of  opinion  in  regard  to  them.  to  sensation  and  motion ;  but  he  regarded 

The  general  fact  of  tl^  connection  of  the  all  its  branches  as  possessed  of  this  double 

nervous  system  with  the  fimctiona  of  sensa-  endowment,  and  considered  its  motor  power 

tioa  and  motion,  has  been  known  from  the  to  be  exercised  in  obedience  both  to  voli- 

most  ancient  times ;  and  it  would  be  diffi-  tional  and  emotional  influences.  He  noticed, 

cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  trace  the  discoverer  however,  the  special  destination  of  the  third 

of  this  relation.     It  appears,  too,  that  there  branch  to  the  masticator  muscles ;  and  states 

was  very  early  a  vague  idea  that  different  his  belief  that  the  sense  of  taste  also  is  due 

parts  of  the  structure  might  minister  to  these  to  this  nerve.    The  sixth  pairhestetesto 

two  functions  respectivdy.    This'  idea  was  be  a  muscular  nerve  simply,  and  to  have  for 

prominently  expreaaed  by  Galen,  who  cer-  its  office  the  abduction  of  the  eye  for  the 

tainly  believed  tiiat  the  nerves  of  motion  are  purpose  of  gaining  a  backward  view,  as  is 

sirueiwraUy^  distinct  from   those  of  sensa-  done  by  animals  under  the  influence  of  fear, 

tion,  and  that  they  are  connected  with  diffe-  The  portio  mollis  of  the  seventh  pur  he 

rent  parts  of  the  brain.     He  seems  to  have  regards  as  purely  a  nerve  of  sense  ;  and  the 

thought,   however,   that    the  difference  of  portio  dura  as   a  motor  nerve,  destined  to 

texture  between  the  nervous  tninks — those  bring  the  muscles  of  the  face  into  advan- 

of  motion  being  hard,  and  those  of  sensation  tageous  co-operation  with  the  auditory  sense, 

soft, — ^was  the  cause  of  their  difference  of  With  regard  to  the  ninth  pair,  he  stetes  most 

function ;  the  soft  nerves  being  more  sus-  distinctiy  that  it  is  the  nerve  of  the  motions 

oeptible  of  impressions,  and  the  hard  ones  of  articulation,  whilst  the  fifth  pair  is  that  of 

less  impressible,  but  stronger,  and  therefore  the  sense  of  taste :  and  that  the  reason  of 

better  fitted  for  action.     He  maintained  that  this  organ  being  supplied  with  its  two  nerves 

a  nerve  which  at  its  origin  possesses  one  is  its  double  fonction.     From  this  time  we 

endowment  may  change  its  character  in  ito  find  that  the  olfaictory,  optic,  and  auditory 

course,  by  virtue  of  a  change  of  texture  \  nerrcBf  were  generally  spoken  of  as  nerves 


DR.  CARPENTER'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.       461 

of  sensation  only,  (although  it  was  usually  Nervous  Diseases,  or  when  endeavouring  to 
imagined  that  they  bestowed  common  as  trace  the  complicated  history  of  this  depart- 
well  as  special  sensibility  on  the  organs  to  ment  of  physiological  science.  It  is  also 
which  they  were  respectively  distributed) ;  necessary  to  state  that,  by  the  operation  of 
whilst  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  pairs  were,  the  sentient  principle^  or  of  sentation,  Dr. 
from  their  exclusive  connection  with  mus-  Whytt  certainly  did  not  mean  necessarily  to 
cks,  recognised  as  specially  if  not  exclusively  imply  what  u/e  ordinarily  mean  by  sensation, 
motor  nerves.  Still,  no  attempt  was  made  to  since  he  speaks  of  its  operation  in  many 
account  for  the  difference  in  their  respective  instances  as  unattended  with  consciousness, 
functions,  by  more  minute  researches  into  The  true  import  of  the  term,  according  to 
their  origin  and  their  connection  with  diffe-  his  use  of  it,  can  only  be  understood  by  le* 
rent  parts  of  the  central  organs.  membering  that  Whytt  was  a  follower  of 

So  vague,  indeed,  were  tii  the  notions  en-  the  Stahliui  school,  who  regarded  **  the  soul" 
tertained  upon  this  subject,  that  many  writers  as  diffused  through  the  whole  body,  and  the 
seem  altogether  to  have  lost  sight  of  this  primum  mobile  of  all  its  actions.  In  his 
distinction ;  and  the  old  doctrine,  which  re-  treatise  on  the  Vital  and  Involuntary  Move- 
garded  the  brain  as  the  elaborator  of  the  ments,  Whytt  clearly  distinguishes  between 
"animal  spirits,"  which  were  transmitted  the  "  determination  of  the  nervous  influence 
by  the  nerves  to  every  part  of  the  body,  still  into  the  muscles,*'  as  owing  "  either  to  the 
held  its  place  in  the  schools.  Even  Haller,  power  of  the  will,  or  to  a  stimulus."  The 
who  contributed  so  greatly  to  our  knowledge  former  are  of  course  the  voluntary,  and  the 
of  the  true  influence  of  the  nervous  system  latter  the  involuntary  movements  ;  and  it 
upon  the  organism  at  large,  had  very  con-  was  the  chief  object  of  this  work  to  show, 
fused  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  nerves  which  he  did  most  satisfactorily,  that  theso- 
themselves.  He  was  the  first  to  give  pro-  called  sympathetic  movements  are  dependent 
minent  expression  to  the  fact  (for  such  we  upon  a  MtimtUua  propagated  to  the  central 
think  it  weU established  that  it  is)  that  the  pro-  organs,  and  there  causing  the  determination 
perty  of  ecntraetUity  is  inherent  in  muscular  of  the  nervous  influence  to  the  muscles ;  in 
fibre;  and  that  the  nervous  power  or  influence,  opposition  to  liie  opinion  that  such  move- 
transmitted  from  the  central  organs,  is  only  ments  are  occasioned  "  by  the  consent  of 
one  of  several  exdting  causes  by  which  that  parts  and  continuity  of  membranes."  This 
property  may  be  caUed  into  action.  The  stimulus  he  considered  as  ordinarily  applied 
property  of  contractility  was  termed  by  him  to  the  musdes  themselTes ;  but  be  adduced 
the  via  inrita  of  tiie  musde ;  and  he  daiomi-  some  cases  in  which  it  was  applied  to  a  diffe- 
nated  the  nervous  influence  the  vi$  nerwua,  rent  texture,  as  in  the  case  of  tite  movements 
This  riff  nervoaa  he  speaks  of  as  originatiDg  of  tiie  pnpil  and  of  those  of  respiration,  the 
in  the  nervous  centres,  and  as  being  the  me>*  nature  of  which  he  considered  anafogons, 
dium  by  which  their  influence  is  transmitted  and  of  which  he  gives  explanations,  which 
to  the  musdes.  Haller  was  perfectly  aware  are  even  now  oorreGt  in  all  but  subcnrdinate 
that  for  a  wenaatUm  to  be  Mt,  an  impression  details.  It  is  quite  trae  that  he  assigned  as 
must  be  propagated  along  the  nerves  from  results  of  the  same  eause,  some  actions  (as 
the  circumference  to  the  centre ;  and  that,  those  of  the  heart  and  alimentary  canal) 
for  a  muscular  contraction  to  be  produced  which  later  physiologists  have  generally 
by  a  nerve,  an  impulse  must  be  propagated  agreed  with  Halter  in  considering  as  inde- 
along  the  trunk  from  the  centre  to  the  dr-  pendent  of  the  cerebro-spinal  system  of 
cumferenoe ;  and  yet  he  maintains  that  the  nerves ;  but  this  does  not  detract  from  the 
same  fibres  may  convey  dther  sensory  or  general  value  of  his  reasoning,  or  of  the  con- 
motor  impulses,  according  to  the  direction  in  elusions  to  which  they  led  him.  The  state  of 
which  they  are  transmitted.  This  opinion  anatomical  knowledge  at  that  time  did  not 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  opposed  with  enable  him  to /tmi/ the  partidpation  of  thener- 
any  general  degree  of  success,  until  Sir  C.  vous  centres  in  the  actions  of  this  class  to  the 
Bell  anatomically  and  experimentally  demon-  spinal  cord  (induding  the  medulla  oblongata) 
strated  their  distinctness.  as  we  can  now  do ;  but  he  was  well  sware  of 

Contemporary  with  Haller  was  the  oele-  the  independent  power  of  the  spinal  cord  in 

brated  Whytt,  Professor  of  Physiology  at  affording  the  required  supply  of  the  nervous 

Edinburi^.     He  canied  on  a  long  and  im-  influence,  when  separated  from  the  brain, 

portant  controversy  with  Haller  on  the  sub-  In  the  general  views  just  stated,  Whytt  was 

ject  of  Muscular  Contractility,  in  which  he  followed  by  Culkn,  who   expressed  them 

upheld  the  doctrine  that  this  power  is  not  very  dearly,  and  distinctly  stated  die  non- 

rn  independent    endowment   of   muscular  dependence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  mo- 

f  br  J,  but  is  always  derived  from  the  nervous  tions  thus  excited,  upon  sensation,  as  upon 

8}  stem.     Hence  ke  attributed  a// muscular  volition. 

actions  to  .the influence  of  the  nerves; — a  During  the  latter  part  of  the  18th cen- 

fict  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  be  aware,  tury  many  important    contributions    were 

when  consulting  his  valuable  treatise   on  made  to  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the 
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nervoos  systein.  Dr. Monro/yrimift  pointed  has  med  them  in  ilurti«lluu  of  hia  pOiidoB* 
out  that  the  ganglia  on  the  spinal  nerves  are  Bat  he  dsea  not  apeak  with  certainty  npan 
formed  npon  their  posterior  roots  alone ;  this  poist,  and'  pnts  it  as  a  qnery  whether 
and  other  anatomists,  especially  Paletta,  these  actions  are  not  the  resnlt  of  imprea. 
made  the  same  distinction  in  regard  to  the  akms  reflected  through  the  visceral  ganglia, 
two  roots  of  the  fifth  pair,  renMurktng  Air-  One  or  two  erroneous  illnstrations,  however, 
ther  that  the  fibres  of  the  smaS  root  pass  by  no  means  prove  that  he  did  not  nnder- 
entirely  into  the  third  division  of  it,  and  are  stand  the  principles  he  was  advocating ; 
distribnted  to  the  muscles  alone.  Still  no  since  they  show  no  more  than  that,  in  dine 
advance  was  made  towards  the  general  de-  particular  instances,  he  was  in  error  as  to  their 
monstration  of  the  anatomical  distinctness  of  application.  Theopinion  that  the  motions  of 
the  motor  and  sensory  fibres ;  for  those  who  the  heart  and  alimentary  canal  do  not  proceed 
eMmined  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  from  the  immediate  stimulation  of  their 
nerves  with  the  greatest  muiuteness  were  contractile  fibres,  but  are  dependent  npon  a 
Ignorant  of  the  physiological  ficts  they  re-  reflex  action  of  the  nervous  system,  finds 
vealed  ;  or,  at  most,  they  derived  from  them  many  supporters  at  the  present  time ;  and  it 
one  or  two  inferences  which  had  only  a  very  might  be  held  without  prejudice  to  the  most 
limited  application.  On  the  other  hand,  perfect  comprehension  of  the  nature  of  reflex 
those  who  held  the  notion  that  the  sensory  action  in  other  cases.  No  reader  of  Pro- 
and  motor  nerves  are  distinct,  were  content  chaska's  works  can  avoid  the  conclusion  that 
with  the  mere  speculation,  and  did  not  he  entertained  the  speculative  opinion,  that 
attempt  to  support  it  either  by  the  evidence  the  nervous  fibres  conducting  impressions  fa 
of  anatomical  reUtion,  or  by  that  with  which  the  central  organs,  and  transmitting  motor 
experiment  might  have  supplied  them.  impulses  Jrom  them,  were  distinct;  but  he 

About  the  same  period  Prochaska  gave  an    does  not  seem  to  have  had  the  slif^htest  idea 
exposition  of  the  nature  of  the  sympathetic    of  a  system  of  fibres  terminating  in,  and 
or  excited  movements,  which,  considering    originating  from,  the  spinal  cord,  separate 
the  state  of  neurological  knowledge  at  the    ftrom  those  which    communicate  with  the 
time  he  wrote,  must  be  allowed  to  possess    brain.   Tlie  idea  of  such  a  system  is  nnqoee- 
great  precision.     But,   as  in  the  case  of    tionably  due  to  Dr.  M.  Hall. 
Whytt,  it  is  necessary  to  take  his  own  ex-        During  the  period  of  which  the  history  has 
planation  of  the  meaning  of  the  terms  he    just  been  sketehed,  a  very  important  change 
uses,  in  order  to  avoid  being  misled  by  the    took  place  in  the  views  of  physiologists  in 
import  which  we,  at  the  present  time,  are    regard  to  the  sympatiietic,  ganglionic,   or 
accustomed  to  attach  to  them.    Thus  in    more  truly  the  pUcerai  system  of  nu  sea, 
fliodera  writings  the  term  9en»orium  com-    This  had  been  formerly  described  as  a  soft 
mime  is  used  to  express  the  locality  at  which    of  ofibet  firom  tiie  oerebro-spinal,  deaoeading 
impressions,  by  afibcting  the  conscious  mind,    firom  its  origin  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  cerebral 
become  sensations ;  but  by  Prochaska  it  is    nerves,   and  deriving   reinforcements  from 
defined  to  be  that  part  of  the  nervous  centres    the  spinal  nerves.    Previously,  however,  to 
at  which  external  impressions,  conducted  to    the  time  of  Bichat,  juster  views  of  its  nature 
it  by  afferent  nerves,   give  rise  to  certain    were  prevalent ;  and  its  titie  to  the  chanctcr 
and  determinate  motions,  through  respondent    of  a  distinct  system  was  generally  recognised, 
motor  nerves.     This  centre  of  reflexion  he    Availing  himself  of  this,  and  of  a  certain 
expressly  limits  to  the  spinal  cord  and  its    superficial  analogy  between   the   chain    of 
prolongations  into  the  brain  ;  adverting  to    ganglia  it  presents,  and  that  which  oonstitutea 
experiments    on    decapitated    animals,    as    the   central   apparatus  in    the  Articulated 
proving    the    independent   power    of    this    classes,  he  propounded  his  specraus  view  of 
oiigan.     He  further  remarks  that  this  re-    its  functions  as  the  nervous  system  of  or^ganic 
fksion  may  take  place,  whether  the  mind  be    life.     To  establish  its  exclusive  connectioa 
oonsdous  or  unconscious  of  it ;  and  adverts    with  the  organic  functions,  was  a  grand,  and 
to  the  movements  observed   in    profamnd    probably  correct  generalisation ;  and  it  may 
aieep,  in  apoplectic  patients,  and  in  decapi*    be  regarded  as  the  first  of  three  important 
tated  animals,  in  support  of  this  position,    eras  in  neurological  researdi,  each  of  which 
The  laws  governing   these  movements  he    has  been  marked  by  the  restriction  of  a  par- 
states  to  be  the  preservation  of  the  body    tieular  group  of  fhnctional  changes  to  a 
from  external  iiqury,  by  the  production  of   special  cQvision  of  the  nervous  system.    It  is 
motiona  in  respondence  to  extenkal  impres-    questionable,  however,  whether  the  influence 
aions,  tending  to  ward  off  and  remove  the    of  the  visceral  nerves  upon  the  organic  fnne- 
touroe  of  injury ;  and  also  the  conservation    tions  is  of  the  nature  or  extent  that  Bichat 
of  the  body,  by  the  reflexion  of  external  im-    supposed ;  and  it  is  undoubted  that  the  sen- 
pressions  into  motions  for  its  benefit.     It  is    sory  and  motor  properties  which  the  sympa- 
^te  true  that,  like  Whytt,  beseems  to  have    thetic  nerve  has  bem  ascertained  to  poasess, 
attributed  the  movements  of  the  heart  and    are  derived  ftom  its  connections  with  the 
aiimantary  ouil  to  reflex  action ;  and  he    oerebro-spinal  system.    Still  there  Is  good 
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reuon  to  believe  that,  altiioagh  not  indi-  .  garded  the  posterior  stranda  aa  terminating 

Tidfially  dependent  upon  anch  a  system  aa  in  the  certbellam,   which  he  regarded  aa 

Bichat  imagined  to  exist,  the  organic  fbnc-  having  for  its  office  to  control  the  movementa 

tiona  arpi  harmonized  and  regulated  by  it.  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of  the  vital 

We  may  for  the  present  put  aside  the  con-  functions.     The  results  of  Sir  C.  Bell'a  first 

sideration  of  it,  and  pursue  the  train  of  en-  experimenta  were  simply  that  the  posterior 

quiry  into  tiie  Amotions  of  the  several  parts  fasciculus  of  roots  could  be  cut  across,  with- 

of  the  oerebro-spinal  system ;  the  most  sue-  out  convulsing  the  muscles  of  the  back  ;  but 

oeasfbl  labourers  in  which  have  been  Sir  C.  that  the  muscles  of  the  back  were  convulsed 

Bell,  and  Dr.  Marshall  Hall.  immediately  that  the  anterior  fasciculus  was 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that,  when  Sir  cut  with  the  knifb.    Misled  by  his  erroneous 

C.  Bell  and  Dr.  M.  Hall  commenced  their  anatomy,  he  appears  at  first  to  have  regarded 

respective  investigations,  the  results  of  which  the  anterior  roots   aa  ministering  both  to 

have  been  so  triumphantly  successful,  they  sensation  and  motion ;  and  to  have  been  left 

were,  in  a  great  degree,  ignorant  of  what  had  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  precise  function  of 

previously  been  taught  on  the  subject.     But  the  posterior. 

that  tkey  were    ignorant   only  shows  the        Impressed  witii  the  idea,  however,  that 

general  want  of  information  on  the  subject ;  the  participation  of  the  roots  of  the  spinal 

and  their  merit  aa  original  discoverers  re-  nerves  in  the  sensorial  functions. was  not 

mains  unaltered.  Had  Sir  C.  Bell,  however,  likely  ever  to  be  satisfactorily  determined  by 

been    better    acquainted  with   the   minute  experiment,  on  account  of  die  severe  nature 

anatomy  of  the  fifth  nerve,  he  would  have  of  the  operation  requisite  to  expose  them, 

been  prevented  from  falling  into  an  error  Sir  C.  Bell  abandoned  tiiis  mode  of  enquiry 

which  most  seriously  defaced  hia  eariy  re-  for  another,  in  which  he  could  more  advan- 

sulta ;  and  had  Dr.  M.  Hall  been  more  folly  tageously  apply  the  same  principle.    He  had 

acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Whytt  (which  early  ascribed  to  the  irr^^ularty  distributed 

have  been  continually  made  tbe  subject  of  cranial  nerves  a  difference  of  function  cor- 

profeasional  exposition  in  EUlinburgh,  from  responding  to  that  which  he  endeavoured  to 

bis  own  time  to  the  present),  not  to  mention  establish  in  the  two  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves, 

those  of  Prochaska,  he  would  have  found  Having  obtained  indications  that-  the  motor 

that  there  was  much  in  his  early  doctrines  powers  of  the  latter  were  principally,  if  not 

regarding  the  reflex  function,  in  which  he  entirely,  inherent  in  its  anterior  root,  he 

had  been  anticipated;   and  he  would,  by  tnu»d  tiie  anterior  fosciculus  of  the  cord 

claiming  less,  have  probably  excited  less  upwards  to  the  cms  cerebri;  and  finding 

opposition  to  his  views  among  those  whose  that  the  ninth,  sixth,  and  third  nervea  arise 

lustorical  acquaintance  with  the  subject  gave  by  single  roots  from  this  tract,  he  was  led  to 

them  better  means  of  separating  what  was  the  belief  that  it  was  not  only  peculiarly  but 

only  clothed  in  a  diffisrent  dress,  from  what  exclusively  motor,  since    these  were    well 

waa  really  novel.  known  to  be  entirely  muscular  nervea.     The 

Sir  C.  Bell's  diief  merit  as  an  original  inference  then  presented  itself  that  the  pos- 

enquirer  consists  in  directing  attention  to  tenor  column  and  the  posterior  roots  were 

the  root^  qf  the  hctdm,  aa  a  part  of  the  for  sensibility ;  and  this,  again,  was  opposed 

whole  nervous  system  most  adapted  to  afford  by  the  exclusive  connection  of  the  interver- 

infbrmation  to  the  experimenter.     He  waa  tebnd  ganglia  with  these, — a  notion  being 

led,  by  the  study  of  the  complex  anatomical  then  generally  prevalent  that  the  Amotion  of 

distribution  of  the  nerves,  especiidly  in  the  these  ganglia  was  to  cut  off  sensation.   Some 

head,  to  enquire  whetiier  a  reason  might  not  very  decided  experiments  were  necessary  to 

be  found  for  it  in  the  different  endowmenta  overturn  this  dogma ;  and  hence  arose  the 

of  the  different  trunks;  and  whether  two  enquiries  into  the  functions  of  the  fifth  pair, 

separate  portions  also  of  the  same  trunk,  and  of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh,  which 

connected  with  different  parts  of  the  central  were  attended  with  such  important  results, 

system,  might  not  be  proved  to  have  different  Sir  C.  Bell's  first  conclusions  on  both  these 

functions.    Hie  double  roots  of  the  spinal  points  were,  however,  by  no  means  firee 

nerves  appeared  to  him  to  afford  the  most  from  error.     Prominentiy  impressed  with 

advantageous  opportunity  for  the  solution  of  the  idea  that  the  fifth  pair  is  altogether 

this  question;  and  accordingly  his  first  ex-  analogous  to  the  spinal  nerves,  possessing  a 

perimenta  were  performed  upon  them.    The  double  endowment  in  virtue  of  its  double 

results  of  these  were  not,  however,  decisive ;  root,  he  fell  into  the  mistake  of  attributing 

and  they  were  modified,  in  Sir  C.  Bdl's  own  to  all  its  branches  this  double  endowment, 

mind,  by  the  anatomiad  error  of  supposing  being  ignorant  of  the  fkct,  with  which  many 

that  the  anterior  strands  of  the  cord  ter-  previous  anatomists  were  fhmiliar,  that  the 

minate  in  the  cerebrum,  which  is  the  grand  small  root,  which  arises  firom  the  motor  tract, 

Qtgan  connecting  the  mind  with  the  body,  passes  into  the  third  division  alone.     He 

receiving  nervea  of  sensation,  and. giving  off  early  satisfied  himself,  however,   that  the 

those  of  voluntary  motion ;  whilst  he  re-  seventh  pair  has  no  participation  in  aensa* 
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tion ;  and,  comparing  its  single  aganglkmic  other.     This  doctrine  was  strennoiuly-  re. 
root  with  the  double  ropt  of  the  fifth  pair,  sisted,  however,  by  those  physiologists,  who 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ganglionic  were  not  so  fitf  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy  of 
root  of  the  latter  was  the  channel  of  its  Sir  C.  Bell's  other  disooveries,  as  to  admit 
sensory  endowments ;  and  he  Tirtually  ex-  readily  whatever  he  should  advance ;  and  it 
tended  this  conclusion  to  the  corresponding  was  particularly  opposed  by  Dr.   Alison, 
roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  before  any  other  who,  in  a  valuable  paper  on  Sympathetic 
physiologist  had  definitively  assigned  their  Actions  (published  in  1826),  gave  an  expo- 
function.  sition  of  Whytt's  doctrines,  in  regard  to  the 
Having  been  at  first  misled  in  supposing  involuntary  movements,  as    modified    and 
that  the  fifth  pair  was  the  general  motor  as  rendered  more  precise  by  the  discoveries  of 
well  as  the  sensory  nerve  of  the  face,  he  was  Sir  C.  Bell  in  r^ard  to  the  distinctness  be- 
also  brought  to  a  wrong  conclusion  in  regard  tween  tho  afferent  and  efferent  nerves :  he 
to  the  functions  of  the  portio  dura;  whi^  he  did  not,  however,  go  so  far  as  to  admit  thst 
regarded  as  having    no  concern  with  the  sensation    was   not    essentially    concerned 
voluntary  movements,   but  as   subservient  in    them  ;    but    distinctly    propounds     it 
otUy  to   the   respiratory  actions,  and  the  as  a  general  feet,  that  the  sympathetic  ac- 
movements  of  expression,  or  emotional  ac-  tions  are  excited  by  sensations  whose  infla- 
tions.    In  the  first  of  these  errors  he  was  ence  is  reflected  downwards  to  parts  fire- 
speedily  corrected  by  Magendie,  who  showed  quently  distant  from  those  on  which  the 
that  the  two  superior  branches  of  the  fifth  stimulating  impression  is  made.   This  appears 
pair  do  not  possess  any  motor  endowments ;  to  have  been  Sir  C.  Bell's  opinion  concern- 
and  Mr.  Mayo  showed  that  the  portio  dura  ing  the    respiratory  movements  ;    for    he 
serves  as  the  channel  of  voluntary  movement,  speaks  of  their  being  under  the  guidance  of 
Neither    of   these    physiologists,  however,  a  sensibility  more  certain  in  its  effects  than 
showed  that  they  had  correct  notions  of  the  the  will.     It  is  not,  therefore,  correct  to  re- 
relative  functions  of  these  two  nerves ;  and  present  him  as  maintaining  that  the  medulla 
it  is  to  Sir  C.  Bell  and  bis  relative,  Mr.  J.  oblongata  is  the  primum  mobile  of  the  respi- 
Shaw^  that  we  owe  the  complete  elucidation  ratory  actions,  since  no  sensibility  can  ope- 
of  them,  which  was  obtained  not  only  by  rate,  except  through  an  impression  conveyed 
experiment,  but  by  observation  of  cases  of  by  the  afferent  nerves  to  the  central  organs, 
disease.     It  was  thus  shown  that,  whilst  the  But  Sir  C.  Bell's  error  consisted  in  nngling 
fifth  pair  is  the  exclusive  nerve  of  common  out  the  respiratory  movements  as  the  only 
sensation  by  which  the  face  is  supplied,  its  actions  performed  by  a  group  of  nerves  to 
motor  endowments  are  restricted  to  the  ac-  a  certain    extent  distinct    from-  the  rest, 
tions  of  mastication  $  and  that  the  seventh  **  He  seems  to  have  forgotten,"  it  has  been 
pair  is  tike  channel  through  which  are  excited  well  remarked  by  Dr.  J.  Reid,  "  that  there 
the  ordinary  movements  of  the  facial  muscles,  are  other  extensive  associated  and  sympe- 
as  well  as  those  concerned  in  the  expression  thetic  movements  of  the  muscles  of  the  body 
of  emotions,  and  in  the  functions  of  respira-  besides  those  which  he  has  so  beautifully 
tion,  with  the  actions  dependent  upon  it.  illustrated ;  for  it  is  obvious  that,  if  a  par- 
The  consideration  of  the  peculiar  importance  ticular  tract  in  the  spinal  cord  be  necessary 
of  this  ftmction,  which  was  forced  upon  Sir  to  carry  on  the  respiratory  movements,  there 
C.  Bell  in  the  course  of  his  enquiries,  and  ought  also  to  have  been  a  defecatory  tract, 
the  obvious  connection  of  the  greater  part  of  a  urinary  tract,  and  so  on,  to  carry  on  the 
the  nerves  concerned  in  it  with  the  medulla  other  sympathetic  movements,  in  which  a 
oblongata,  led  him  to  consider  that  therespi-  number  of  distant  muscles  are  engaged  in 
ratorynerves  form  adistinct  group,  which  have  simultaneous  action."     If  Sir  C.  Bell  had 
nothing  in  common  with  the  ordinary  sensori-  directed  his  attention  to  the  Invertebrated 
volitional  fibres,  except  being  occasionally  animals,  in  which  the  centres  of  nervous  ac- 
bound  up  in  the  same  trunks  with  them,  tion  are  much  more  scattered  than  in  Verte- 
This  view  appeared  to  derive  support,  not  only  brata,  he  would  have  found  that  not  only  the 
from  the  anatomical  distribution  of   these  respiratory  apparatus  has  a  source  of  action 
nerves,  but  from  pathological  cases,  in  which  distinct  firom  the  sensori-volitional  system, 
the  voluntary  power  over  the  respiratory  but  that  the  apparatus  of  dciglutition,  that  of 
muscles  was  lost  without  their  regular  move-  locomotion,  and  sometimes  others,  have  dis* 
ments  being  disturbed,  and  rtee  tftrtA,    As  tinct  centres,  which  are  all  combined  in  the 
all  the  respiratory  nerves  do  not  terminate  spinal  cord  of  Vertebrata.     He  might  thus 
at  once  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  Sir  C.  Bell  have  advanced  from  particulars  to  generals, 
was  obliged  to  assume  the  existence  in  the  until  he  had  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion 
spinal  cord  of  a  peculiar  respiratory  tract,  in  regard  to  the  distinct  character  of  the 
from  which  the  intercostal  and  other  respi-  spinal  cord  as  a  centre  of  nervous  action, 
ratory.  nerves  originated ;    and  this  ti-act  he  and  of  the  nerves  connected  with  it,  as  that 
considered  to  be  as  distinct  from  the  sensorr  which  Dr.  M.  Hall  has  attained  by  a  oon> 
and  motor  columns  as  these  are  from  each  trary  course  of  reasoning.    But  being  led  by 
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Itho  evident  impoHanoe    of  the   continual  ratory  movements,  ii  dependent  upon  the 

raaintenance  of  the  respiratory  actions,  to  fix  spinaJ  cord.     However,  he  made  a  real  ad- 

upon  them  an  ezdusive  attention,  he  ad-  vance  in  the  inquiry,  by  clearly  proving  the 

▼anted  no   further  in  this  branch  of  the  independent  power  of  the  spinal  cord,  which 

inquiry.  was  quite  overlooked,  ezeept  so  far  as  the 

To  Sir  C.  Bell,  then,  belongs  the  exclusive  respiratory  system  was  concerned,   by  Sir 

merit  of  originating  the  mode  of  investiga-  C.  Bell.     LegalTois  was  followed  in  the  same 

tion  which  has  led  to  the  positive  knowledge  course  of  inquiry  by  Flourens,  who  had  been 

of  the  structural  distinctness  of  the  afferent  preceded  in  his  researches  by  Rolando ;  but 

and  efferent  nerves,  which  may  be  considered  the  proof  afforded  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  of  the 

as  the  second  great  era  in  the  history  of  anatomical  distinctness  of  the  mc^fcor  and 

Neurology ;  an  era  more  important  than  the  sensory  fibres  in  the  nervous  trunks,  now 

first,  both  in  the  more ,  complete  nature  of  gave  to  that,  which  had  been  previously  sup- 

the    discovery  itself,  its  greater  practical  ported  on  other  g^unds,  more  of  the  cha- 

utility,  and  its  more  extensive  bearing  upon  racter  of  a  positive  fkct.     Flourens  applied 

the  general  doctrines  of  nervous  action.  to  that  property  of  the  spinal  cord  by  which 

During  the  progress  of  Sir  C.  Bell's  in-  it  is  enabled  to  gi^  rise  to  motions  in  res- 

quiries,  however,  other  investigations  were  pondenoe   to  stimulating  impressions,   the 

being  prosecuted  upon  a  different  branch  of  name  of  eaciiabiliiy ;    and  this  he  clearly 

the  subject, — that  which  relates  to  the  cha-  separated  from  its  function  as  the  channel  of 

racter  of  the  spinal  cord  as  a  distinct  centre  sensation  and  of  voluntary  tuHion.     Being 

of     nervous    action,    and    the    ^elusive  himself  unaware,  however,  of  the  anatomical 

source  of  those  sympathetic  actions  which  distinctness  of  the  sensory  and  motor  nerves, 

had  before  been  vaguely  attributed  to  the  he  could  not  express  his  meaning  so  clearly  as 

brain  as  well  as  to  it.      Many  physiologists  anyone  who  coupled  BeU's  researches  with  his 

were  disposed  to  regard  the  spinal  cord  as  a  own  could  scarcely  avoid  doing.   In  maintain- 

mere  bundle  of  nerves,  whose  action  depended  ing  that  the  spinal  cord  has  properties  of  its 

on  the  brain ;   but  Legallois  proved  that  it  own,  distinct  from  sensation  and  volition, 

has  'a  large  amount  of  independent  power ;  and  operating  on  the  muscular  system  when 

for  that  on  it  alone  the  maintenance  of  the  stimulated  by  impressions  conveyed  to  it 

regular  movements  of  respiration  depended  ;  from  without,  Flourens  may  be  said  to  have 

and  that  it  might  be  divided  into  several  given  a  distinct  enumeration  of  what  has 

parts  without  necessarily  putting  a  check  on  since  been  termed  the  Reflex  Ftmction  of  the 

the  functions  of  the  nerves  connected  with  Spinal  Cord ;   but  being  unacquainted,  as 

each  division.     Of  these  functions,  however,  just  stated,  with  the  anatomical  distinctness 

he  formed  an  erroneous  estimate  ;    for  he  of  the  afierent  and  efferent  nerves,  still  less 

considered  that  the  movements  which  might  could  he  have  had  any  idea  of  the  distinct- 

be  excited  in  respondence  to  a  stimulus  in  ness  of  the  nerves,  through  which  the  exdta- 

any  segment  of  the  body  thus  isolated  from  bility  of  the  spinal  cord  was  aroused  and 

the  rest,  indicated  the  persistence  of  sense-  carried  into  operation,   from   those  which 

tion  and  volition  in  the  division  of  the  spinal  minister  to  the  functions  of  the  brain.    This 

cord  with  which  it  was  connected.    A  dif-  idea,  which  has  been  developed  into  one  of 

ferent  conclusion  had  been  previously  drawn,  the  happiest  generalizations  of  modem  phy- 

however,  by  Sir  G.  Blane,  from  this  and  siology,  entirely  originated  with   Dr.   M. 

other  facts  :  he  found  that,  when  the  spinal  Hall. 

cord  of  a  rabbit  was  divided  below  the  last  The  nature  and  results  of  this  gentleman^s 

dorsal  vertebrse,  the  posterior  extremities  inquiries  may,  perhaps,  be  best  understood 

were  agitated  when  the  tail  or  one  of  the  by  considering  them  historically.      He  com- 

feet  was  compressed ;   and,  connecting  such  menoes  his  first  Memoir  by  referring  to  those 

results  with  observations  made  opon  anence-  of   Legallois  and   Flourens ;    also  to   the 

phalous  infants,  he  had  come  to  the  conclu-  opinion  maintained  by  Cruveihier,  that  the 

sion  that  the  automatic  movements  are  not  idea  of  the   distinct  or  independent  cha* 

dependent  upon  sensation  or  consciousness,  racter  of  the  spinal  cord  is  a  notable  error  in 

In  this  and  several  other  views  he  closely  physiology;  and  to  the  question  put  forth 

corresponds  with  Prochaska ;  but  he  enter-  by  Cuvier,  in    his  Report  on  the  wo  A  of 

tinned  more   correct    opinions    than    that  Flourens,  whether  the  results  obtamed  by 

writer  on  the  subject  of  the  action  of  the  experiments  are  equally  applicable  to  entire 

heart  and  alimentary  canal,  which  he  re-  animals,  and  to  those  deprived  of  their  en* 
garded  as  due  to  the  direct  application  of.  oephalon.     He  then  continues: — "  In  the 

stimuli  to  the .  muscular  fibre  itself,   inde*  entire  animal,  sensation  and  voluntary  mo- 

pendently  of  nervous  agency.    With  these  tion,  functions  of  the  cerebrum,  combine  with 

views,  however,  Legallo&.doca  not  seem  to  the  functions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and 

have  been  acquainted ;  for  he  maintains  that  medulla  spinalis,  and  may,  therefore,  render 

the  action  of  the  heart,  no  less  than  the  respi-  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  determine  those 

706.— XXVIII.  2  H 
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which  are  peculiar  to  each.  If,  in  an  animal  put  the  respiratory  movementa  beyond  the 
deprived  of  the  brain,  the  spinal  marrow,  pale  of  his  generalization.  He  constantly 
or  the  nerves  supplying  the  muscles,  be  speaks  of  them,  in  this  first  Memoir,  as 
stimulated,  those  muscles,  whether  voluntary  having,  a  source  distinct  alike  from  volitioB 
or  respiratory,  are  equally  thrown  into  con-  and  from  reflex  action— originating  in  tbe 
traction,  and,  it  may  be  added,  equally  in  medulla  oblongata,  as  voluntary  movements 
the  complete  and  in  the  mutilated  animal ;  originate  in  the  cerebrum.  In  this  he  wai 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  nerves,  equally  in  regardless  of  the  generalization  of  Whytt. 
limbs  connected  with  and  detached  from  the  who  had  justly  comprehended  them  in  this 
spinal  marrow.  The  operation  of  all  these  class  of  sympathetic  movements ;  and  with 
various  causes  of  muscular  contraction  may  this  generalization,  as  well  as  with  other  doc- 
be  designated  centric,  as  taking  place  a/,  trines  which  had  been  at  different  times  pro- 
or  at  least  in  a  directipn  Jronif  central  parts  pounded  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  sumuised, 
of  the  nervous  system.  But  there  is  another  from  the  total  absence  of  aU  releienoe  to 
function,  the  phenomena  of  which  are  of  a  them,  that  Dr.  M.  Hall  was  at  that  time 
totally  different  order,  and  obey  totally  dif-  unacquainted. 

ferent  laws,  being  excited   by  causes  in  a        A  considerable  part  of  the  first  Memoir  is 
situation  which  is  eecetuAc  in  the  nervous  occupied  with  facts  and  arguments  support- 
system  ;   that  is,  distant  from  the  nervous  ing  the  view  that  ^  reflex  movements  arise 
centres.  Thismodeofactionhasnot,  Ithink,  from  a  principle  essentially  different  froaa 
been  hitherto  distinctly  understood  by  phy-  sensation  as  well  as  from  volition.    That 
siologists.''     In  this  last  statement  Dr.  Hall  sensation  is  not  a  necessary  participator  in 
wqs  certainly  not  borne  out  by  the  historical  them  was  maintained  (as  we  have  seen)  by 
£Eu;ts  already  stated ;  for  it  has  been  shewn  Whytt    and    his    followers ;    it  was    more 
that,  from  the  time  of  Whytt,  there  have  strongly    urged    by    Sir     6.    Blane    and 
always  been  physiologists  who  maintained  Prochaska ;    and  its  complete  want  of  oon- 
predsely  this  very  doctrine,  though  not  in  nection  with  them  was  stated  by  FlonreBS. 
precisely  the  same  terms.     The  general  fact.  Still  the  proof  of  this  assertion  was  inoom- 
however,   that  many  actions  concerned  in  plete ;  and  many  physiologists,  among  whom 
the  maintenance  of  the  vital  functions,  and  were  Cuvier  and  his  follow-reporters  to  the 
in  the  preservation  of  the  body  from  danger.  Institute  on  the  merits  of    Flourens'   re- 
are  excited  by  '*  impressions  made  upon  the  searches,  regarded  the  very  performance  of 
extremities  of  certain  nerves,  conveyed  to  these  movements  as  indications  of  the  per- 
the  medulla  oblongata  and  medulla  spinalis,  sistenoe  of  sensation ;  and  at  a  later  period 
and  reflected  along  other  nerves   to  parts  Dr.  Alison  more  positively  stated,  that  the 
adjacent  to,  or  remote  from,  that  which  has  spinal  cord  and  medulla  oblongata  afforded 
received  the  impression,"  had  been  pointedly  all  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  reception 
stated.     Dr.   Hall,   however,   durecting  his  of  sensations  and  the  excitement  of  motions 
special  attention  to  the  applications  of  this  consequent  on  them.     Hence  more  evidence 
fact,  made  it  apparent  that  they  are  much  was  needed  to  substantiate  this  position, 
more  extensive  and  important  than  had  been  Dr.  Hall  principally  rests  upon  the  results 
previously  supposed.      He  shewed,  in  the  afforded    by  experiments  upon  the    lower 
first  place,  that  this  reflex  function  "  pre-  animal.     On  dividing  the  spinal  marrow  of 
sides  over  the  orifices  and  terminations  of  a  snake,  between  the  second  and  third  oer- 
each  of  the  internal  canals  in  the  animal  vical  vertebrse,  the  voluntary  movements  of 
economy,  giving  them  their  due  form  and  the  animal,  which  had  previously  been  active 
action."      The  action  of  d^lutition,   oc-  and  vigorous,  immediately  ceased;   and  it 
curring  when  the  substance  to  be  swallowed  lay  perfectly  quiescent,  except  when  stimuli 
is  earned  by  volitional  movements  of  the  were  applied.     When  stimulated,  "the  body 
tongue  and  jaws  as  far  as  the  fauces ;   the  began  to  move  with  great  activity,  and  con- 
usually  openstateof  the  glottis,  and  its  closure  tinned  to  do  so  for  a  considerable  time,  each 
upon   the  application  of  an  irritant;   the  change  of   position  or  situation   bringing 
closed  state  of  the  sphincters,  and  many  some  fresh  part  of  the  surface  of  the  anhnal 
other  actions,  were  shewn  to  be  dependent  into  contact  with  the  table  or  other  objects, 
upon  the  continuity  of    the  afferent  and  and  renewing  the  application  of  the  stimulus, 
efferent  nerves  connecting  these  organs  with  At  length   the  animal  becomes  quiescent ; 
the  spinal  cord,  snd  upon  the  int^rity  of  the  but  the  slightest  touch  with  a  hard  substance, 
segment  of  the  cord  between  their  points  of  the  slightest  stimulus,  will  renew  the  move- 
connection  with  it.     If  the  circle  be  inter-  ments  in  an  active  form."     "  Now  that  this 
ruptedat  any  point,  whether  by  dividing  the  phenomenon,"  continues  Dr.  Hall,  **  does 
trunks,  or  by  breaking  down  the  spinal  cord,  not  depend  upon  sensation,  is  further  folly 
^e  power  of  exhibiting  reflex  actions  is  alto-  proved  by  the  fiscts,  that  the  position  last 
gether  destroyed.    It  is  remarkable,  however,  assumed,  and  the  stimuli  applied,  may  be 
that  Dr.  M.  Hall  should  have  so  completely  such  as  would  be  attended  by  extreme  or 
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pain,  if  the  sennbility  were  an-  first  Memoir,  u  that  the  reflex  function  of 

destroyed :  in  one  case  the  lihimal  remained  the  spinal   cord    admits    of   exaltation  or 

partially  suspended  over  the  acute  edge  of  diminution ;  and  that  a  considerable  number 

the  table ;  in  others,  the  previous  infliction  of  nervous  diseases  may  thus  be  explained. 

of  ponctures,  and  the  application  of  a  lighted  If,  for  example,  a  frog  be  made  tetanic  by 

t^por*  cfid  not  prevent  the  animal,  still  pos-  swallowuig  a  solution  of  opium  or  strychnine, 

araaed  ofacCifefNMWuaof  motion,  from  passing  the  phenomena  are  seen  to  be  those  of  aug- 

into  a  state  of  complete  and  permanent  mented  reflex  action ;  the  slightest  stimulus 
quiescence."     This  experiment,  whick  bar-  -producing  violent  movements;  but  all  capa- 

monizes  completely  widi  the  facts  stated  in  btUty  of  the  performance  of  these  move- 

the  third  lecture  in  regard  to  the  movements  ments  is  destroyed  by  removal  of  the  me- 

exhibited  by  decapitated  insects,  cannot  be  dulla  spinalis.     On  the  other  hand,  by  hy- 

said  to  fyrfifce  the  absence  of  sensation,  how-  drocyanic  acid,  the  excitability  (to  use  the 

ever  probable  such   a  conclusion  may  be.  expression  of  Flourens)  of  the  spinal  cord  is 

Unless  animals,  which  are  the  subjects  of  diminished,  the  reflex  actions  are  seen  to  be 

such  experiments,  can  ttU  us  that  they  do  less  energetic,  and  they  speedily  disappear 

not  feel  the  application  of  stimuli,  the  ab>  altogether. 

fence  of  sensation  cannot  be  determinately  llie  observation  of  these  and  other  phe- 
atated.  Indeed,  the  very  character  of  the  nomena  of  reflex  action  led  Dr.  Hall  to  the 
reflex  movements  they  exhibit  has  been  study  of  the  pathological  phenomena  con- 
urged  by  some  physiologists  as  an  argument  nected  with  it.  He  commences  by  observing 
in  favour  of  these  being  performed  in  tiiat  it  appears  to  **  reveal  and  explain,  in  a 
respondcnce  to  sensation  :  a  frog,  for  ex-  manner  totally  new,  a  series  of  facts  in  pa- 
ample,  whose  spinal  cord  has  been  divided  thology;  and  to  lead  to  a  new  division  of 
in  the  middle  of  the  back,  will  move  its  the  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  coinciding 
hind-legs  in  such  a  mSnner  as  to  push  away  with  the  different  modes  of  operation  of  their 
a  probe  which  is  irritating  the  cloaca.  The  causes,  into  those  of  centriCj  and  those  of 
only  evidence,  then,  of  a  perfectly  satisfac-  eccentric  origin.*'  To  the  latter  he  refers 
tory  nature,  is  that  derived  from  observation  the  variety  of  morbid  actions  connected  with 
of  the  results  of  those  natural  experiments  dentition,  which,  as  the  reflex  function  is 
wUch  are  performed  by  disease  in  the  human  more  excitable  in  the  young  animal  than  in 
being.  This  now  affords  ample  testimony  to  the  adult,  are  more  severe  in  the  first  than 
the  truth  of  Dr.  Hall's  conclusions ;  but  |Lt  in  the  second  dentition.  In  this  case,  a 
the  time  these  were  first  propounded,  they  stimulant  conveyed  by  an  afferent  nerve  to  the 
coald  not  be  said  to  rest  upon  any  basis  spinal  cord  excites  reflex  actions  in  various 
much  more  satisfactory  than  that  which  Sir  muscles  through  the  respondent  motor  nerves. 
6.  Blane,  Prochaska,  and  Flourens,  had  In  epilepsy  and  chorea,  again,  the  spas- 
established,  modic  actions  may  result  from  a  cause  ope- 

The  tone  of  the  muscular  system ,    by  rating  at  a  distance  from  the  central  organs, 

which  the  balance  is  maintained  amongst  its  or  by  a  direct  affection  of  the  spinal  cord 

opposing  parts,   when  none  of   them  are  itself,  in  which  latter  case  the  disease  is 

peculiarly  called  into  action,  had  been  gene-  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Hall  as  of  centric  origin, 

rally  regarded  by  previous  physiologists  as  Asthma,  tenesmus,  strangury,  tetanus,  and 

due  to  a  property  of  the  muscles  themselves,  hydrophobia,  are  in  like  manner  shown,  by 

Dr.  Hall,  however,  distinctly  proved  in  this  Dr.  Hall,  to  be  disordered  conditions   of 

Memoir  that  it  results  from  the  reflex  action  reflex  action,  arising  either  from  the  appli- 

of  the  spinal  cord  ;  being  retained  whilst  the  -  cation  of  unusual  stimuli,  or  from  an  undue 

muscles  are  paralysed  to  the  influence  of  the  excitability  of  tba  nervous  instruments.     On 

will,  so  long  as  their  circle  of  communication  this  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  those  who  had 

with  ther  spinal  cord  is  uninterrupted ;  but  made    nervous    diseases    their  study,  were 

destroyed  immediately  that  the  spinal  cord  is  previously  well  aware  of  the  general  fact, 

destroyed,  or  its  connection. with  themsevered.  that  spasmodic  actions  might  result  from 

That    the    "  constant    contraction    of   the  unusual  stimuli  acting  through  the  nervous 

sphincters,  and  the  tension  of  such  muscles  centres,  though  applied  at  a  distance  from 

as  are  balanced  by  antagonists,"  was  de-  them  (as  in  the  case  of  traumatic  tetanus), 

pendent  upon  the  influence  of  the  central  or  from  a  morbid  condition  of  the  nervous 

organs  of  the  nervous  system,  had  been  the  centres  themselves ;    although  the  fact  had 

opinion  of  Whytt ;  but  the  opinion  had  been  not  been  expressed  in  the  same  words.     It 

ibrgotten,  and  it  was  brought  forward  in  a  was  further  suspected  that  the  channel  of  the 

new  and  striking  form  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  to  operation  of  such  stimuli  was  the  same  as 

whom  the  limitation  of  this  influence  to  the  that  which  is  subservient  to  the  ordinary 

spiual  cord,  and  the  explaoation  of  its  mode  sympathetic  movements ;  since  it  was  fre* 

of  operation,  mOst  unquestionably  belongs.  quently  evident  that  spasms  were  no  more 

The  next  point  urged  by  Dr.  Hall,  in  his  than  the  contractions  ordinarily  concerned  iu 
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excitement.     On  this  point,  then.  Dr.  Hall  . 

mnat  be  considered    to    have  spoken  too  also,  rsmarkb  on  thb  rklativb  TALt7m 

strongly,  when  he  asserts  that  neither  the  of  thb  flbziblb  and  othbr  stbtbo- 

reflex  fiinction  itself,  nor  the  pathological  scopes. 

conditions  depoident  npon  it,  were  previonslr  g^  j^^^  ^^         M.D. 

known  to  physioloflists. 

howerer,  to  assert  that  this  first  Memoir  did  pitals,  &c. 

not  constitute  a  very  important  accession  to  

the  Uterature  of  physiological  science.     It  rp^^  employment  of  auscultation  and 

onnot  be  questioned  tiiat  the  principle  of  percussion  m  the  investigation  of  dis- 

J[SS've'"^S'\mS^^t  '^^  m  ie  mi^n'  ^  ^^  ^he  chest  is  no  fonger  a  ques- 

:r:,"of  *r "JSaT^cdons^^f^t;  ^on.    Experience  has  estab&^^ 

animal  body,  whichhad  not  been  previously  the  utility  and  necessity  of  these  aids 

suspected ;  that  its  distmctness  from  other  J?  diagnosis.    It  therefore  only  remains 

modes  of  nervous  operation  had  never  before  K>r  us  to  perfect  the  methods  of  prae- 

been  so  clearly  expkined ;  that  its  seat  had  tising    auscultation     and    percussion, 

never  before  been  so  accurately  limited  t  either  by  improving  those  already  in 

and  that  its  pathological  relations  had  never  use,  or  by  inventing  others  more  suita- 

before  been  so  philosophically  sketched.     In  ble. 

fact,  no  single  physiologist  had  previously  The  object  of  the  present  commnni- 

eAdeavoured  to  combine  so  many  pheno-  cation  is  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of 

mena  under  one    generalization ;    and  the  the  profession  two  instruments  which  I 

result  of  the  promment  attention  which  he  h^ve  employed  for  upwards  of  twelve 

fixed  upon  it  was  soon  apparent,  hi  the  months  for  the  purpose  of  percussion  5 

accumuhition  of  important  facts  which  poured  ^^^  ^Iso,  to  spe^  of  the  Suitableness 

ILu?*""^^  "^^  K^  K l*  I^U^'^^Ki  "if  and  convenience  of  the  flexible  acoustic 
striking  doctrines  which  he  was  soon  aMe  to  ^  ^  ^  ^  auscultation, 
found  upon  them.  These  were  the  subjects  mrr  *"i  y?  1'»*»F"*»5  *\?  ^St T^» 
of  hi.  S^ndMemoir,  read  before  the  Royal  This  tube  I  have  used  at  the  Westmin- 
Society  in  the  spring  of  1837,  but  not  pub-  ^l  Hospital  for  some  years  past 
lished  in  its  Transactions.  That  it  should  Percussion,  hke  auscultation,  may  be 
have  been  excluded  from  them  must  now  be  employed  immediately  with  the  fingers, 
a  source  of  regret  to  those  conceraTed  in  the  ftfter  the  manner  of  Avenbrueger  and 
publication,  since  this  memoir  may  in  future  Laennec ;  or,  mediately,  after  the  man- 
years  be  looked  to  as  taking'  rank  with  those  ner  of  Piorrv,  by  a  circular  piece  of 
of  Sir  C.  BeU,  which  have  been  justly  re-  ivory,  or  other  material,  or  by  the 
garded  as  an  honour  to  its  volumes.  Di-  fingers  of  the  left  hand, 
minished  as  it  is  in  value  by  (he  imperfect  Immediate  percussion,  after  the  man- 
account  riven  of  preceding  opmions,  hi  what  ner  of  Laennec,  is  practised  with  the 
prof^  to  be  a  complete  history />f  them,  three  first  fingers  of  the  right  hand 
and  defiaent  asit  frequently  is  m  proofs  ofthe  ^^1^  ^j  y^^y  together ;  the  enda  being 
new  doctrines  advanced  it  must  be  regarded  j^  the  same  plane,  and  supported  by 
as  having  ma  remarkable  degree  anticipated  xi,^  ♦v,„,«k  \x^aL^^  ««jr.foo;#v«  w 
proofii7hich  were  subsequeSy  offered;  and  S^  i^!?^"-  Mediate  percussion  by 
L  containmg  aU  the  fundamental  prindples  Jj^  ^^/^"^^  practised  W  laying  the 
which  havebeen  subsequently  uprkred  hito  ^"^^  ^^^  Angers  of  the  left  hanj  flat 
a  suble  and  harmonious  edifice.  ^P>n  the  chest,  and  stnkin  j  the  ba^ 
The  physiology  of  the  spmal  system  of  ^}^^  with  the  fingers  of  the  risfht. 
nerves,  which  will  form  the  subject  of  the  Of  these  plans  the  latter  is  preferable, 
succeeding  lecture,  will  be  treated  of  entirely  as  being  more  agreeable  to  the  patient, 
in  accordance  with  the  e9$eiUiaU  of  Dr.  Lannecrs  method,  as  he  himself  oh- 
Hall's  doctrine ;  but  Us  own  researches  will  serves,  is  diflicult  to  practise,  inasmuch 
be  the  less  expressly  referred  to,  as  having  as  several  noints  require  to  be  accu- 
been  suffidrotly  notloed  hi  the  present  his-  rately  attended  to.  Care  must  be  ti^en 
torieal  retrospect.*  that  the  skin  be  equally  stretched  on 
hoth  sides  5  that  the  rib  be  not  struck 

their  conclusion.                          ^       '  qq  the  opposite;   that  both  sides  be 

struck  with  eaual  force ;  that  the  per- 

cussion  be  maac  with  Uie  same  hand, 
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exactly  in  the  same  position  relatively 
to  both  sides;  ana  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  slic^htest  difibn 
rence  in  the  inclination  of  the  fingers 
will  give  a  widely  different  result ;  and 
that  even  with  the  greatest  attention  to 
these  points,  it  is  auiiost  impossible  to 
percuss  in  an  equally  perpendicular 
manner  the  two  sides  of  the  chest. 
For  these  reasons  Laennec  regards 
percussion  as  more  difficult  to  practise 
well,  and  as  demanding  more  care  and 
attention,  tlian  auscultation.  Laennec's 
method  is,  moreover,  ineligible,  on  the 
score  of  ^ving  pain  to  the  patient, 
which  it  IS  apt  to  do  unless  practised 
deUcately,  and  unless  the  nails  are  kept 
short  on  purpose. 

Mediate  percussion,  by  means  of 
the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  is  scarcely 
more  exact  than  Laennec's  method; 
it  being  difficult  and  fatiguing,  even 
painful,  to  practise  on  many  parts  of 
the  chest:  lor  percussion  should  not 
be  limited  to  the  antero-superior  regions 
of  the  chest,  but  practised  over  every 
part  from  which  sound  can  be  elicited. 

The  ivory  plate  employed  by  Piorry 
was  made  trial  of  by  myself  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  but  finding  it  difficult  to 
hold  in  many  positions  of  the  chest,  ahd 
painful  to  strue  when  it  was  necessary 
to  examine  die  whole  chest,  perhaps  of 
several  patients  in  quick  succession  in 
hospital  practice,  I  relinquished  it  in 
favoiur  of  the  circular  pieces  of  sole 
leather  recommended  in  one  of  the 
periodicals  several  years  ago.  These 
pieces  of  sole  leather,  about  one  inch 
and  three-eighths  in  diameter,  rounded 
at  the  edges,  answer  well;  one  piece 
held  in  the  left  hand  being  placea  flat 
iipon  the  chest,  and  struck  by  the  other 
held  perpendicularly,  that  is,  edgeways, 
in  the  right  hand.  Sole  leather  is  the 
most  agreeable  and  best  adapted  me- 
dium K>r  percussion  that  I  have  made 
trial  of^  and  is  adopted  in  the  instru- 
ments I  am  about  to  recommend. 
Caoutchouc  I  have  found  unfit,  and 
cork  in  no  way  desirable. 

The  instruments  in  question  are  two 
— a  plesser  and  a  pleasimeier.  The  pies- 
simeter  consists  of  a  circular  piece  of 
sole  leather,  full  one  inch  and  a  quarter 
in  diameter,  fixed  in  a  steel  stirrup  by 
means  of  screws  at  the  ends  of  the 
cheeks ;  and  to  the  head  of  the  stirrup 
is  attached  a  handle,  partly  of  steel, 
partly  of  wood:  the  whole  about  eight 
inches  long.    The  screws  admit  of  the 


firee  motion  of  the  piece  of  leather  upon 
its  axis  in  the  stirrup,  by  which  means 
it  can  adapt  itself  to  any  part  of  the 
chest  at  any  inclination. 

The  plesser  resembles  a  hammer ;  the 
head  formed  of  a  piece  of  solid  steel 
nearly  cylindrical,  havingone  end  bored 
to  admit  a  cylinder  of  sole  leather,  of 
which  the  extremity  projects  out  half 
an  inch,  and  is  slightly  conical,  like 
the  end  of  the  fore-finger.  It  is  with 
this  cylinder  of  leather  that  the  hori- 
zontal circular  piece  in  the  plessimeter 
is  struck.    See  figs.  I,  2,  ana  3. 
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PiK.  I.— rAe  PUuer. 

a.  The  steel  bead  of  the  pleuer. 

b.  The  dots  marking  the  bore  of  the  steel  head 
to  receive  the  cylinder  of  leather. 

e.  The  projecting  end  of  the  leather  cylinder. 
4,  The  handle  of  the  plesser* 

Fig.  2. 
The  solid  cylinder  of  leather,  roonded  and 
slightly  conical  at  one  extremity. 

fig.  3.—Tke  Ple$$imeier. 

e.  The  circular  piece  of  sole  leather. 

jr.  Two  screws  through  the  extremities  of  the 
stump  into  the  leather,  forming  the  axis  on 
which  the  circular  leather  tarns. 

gg.  The  steel  stirrup  in  irUch  the  cnrcular 
leaUier  is  held. 

A.  The  steel  part  of  the  handle. 

i.  The  wood  part  of  the  handle. 

The  inakruments  are  made  by  Weiss  and  Son, 
Strand. 
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,  isted  of  one  piece,  about  nine  may  vary  from  twenty-two  to  twenty- 
long,  instead    of   two    pieces,  eight  inches,  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
make  it  eleven  inches,  it  would  the  auscultator.    My  friend  Dr.  Stroud 
,.^     ^  ferable.    Dr.  Stokes  recommends  prefers  eighteen  inches,  which  I  find 
"     '  le  ear-piece  should  be  sufficiently  mconveniently  short ;  it  being  an  ob- 
/ed  out;  in  which  I  entirely  con-  ject  to  have  sufficient  length  to  reach 
I  have  many  times  used  an  ear-  every  part  of  the  chest  from  the  same 
"  shallow  or  flat,  but  have  found  it  side  of  the  patient's  bed,  and  without 
:ept  the  sound  by  pressing  upon  being  obliged  to  stoop  uncomfortably, 
tragus    and    partly    closing    the  It  happens,  too,  that  after  some  time  the 
us ;  an  imperfection  to  be  avoided  end  of  the  tube  affixed  to  the  funnel- 
*  saving  it  made  sufficiently  concave,  shaped  extremity  becomes   so    much 
*--  <3rhaps  there  is  scarcely  any  person  worn  as  to  require  to  be  cut  off  an  inch 
>,  on  first  using  the  stethoscope,  or  two,  which,  if  the  tube  were  ori- 
f   9  not  think  he  can  improve  its  con-  ginally    only    eighteen    inches    long, 
riction:  but  after  many  experiments  would  shorten  it  so  much  as  to  render 
'  comes  back  to  the  point  from  which  it  nearly  useless ;  certainly  to  do  away 
•-  started,  and  finds  that  scarcely  any  with  its  great  advantage,  that  of  en- 
;-  edification  of  instrument  can  surpass  abling  one  to  auscultate  at  a  convenient 
.     efficacy  the  cylinder,  which,  after  a  distance,  and  in  an  easy  posture. 
.    eat  many  trials,  Laennec  decided  on        The  question  of  preference,  as  re- 
].    the  best.  gards  the  ear-tube  to  be  inserted  into 
In   the   construction    of   the  wood  the  meatus,  or  the  circular  ear-piece 
'.ethoscope    it   must   be   remembered  similar  to  that    affixed  to  the  wood 
nat  the  vibrations  of  the  chest  are  stethoscope,  is  decidedly  in  favour  of 
onveycd  to  the  ear  by  the  two-fold  the  tube.     1  have  made  ample  trial  of 
nedium  of  the  solid  sides  of  the  cylin-  both,  aild  have  found  the  tube  convey 
ier  and  of  the  central  column  of  air;  sounds  with  greater  power  and  distinct* 
and  hence  the  advantage  of  an  ear-  ness.    Dr.  Stroud,  who  began  by  using 
piece,  instead  of  merely  a  tube  to  enter  the  ear-piece,  has  discarded  it  for  the 
the  meatus ;  whereas  in  the  flexible  meatus  tube.    The  reason  is  obvious, 
stethoscope,  by  which  the  vibrations  There  being  no  solid  medium  in  the 
are  convened  only  by  the  central  co-  flexible  stethoscope  to  convey  vibra- 
lumn  of  air,  a  tube  is  preferable,  as  con-  tions,  they  wholly  depend,  for  trans- 
veyin^  the  vibrations  more  continuously  mission,  on  the  central  column  of  air, 
and  directly  into  the  meatus,  and  so  to  which  is  conducted  to  the  tympanum 
the  tympanum.  more  continuously  and  effectively  by 
like  Jlexible  stethoscope  *.  —  Besides  the  meatus-tube  than  by  the  ear-piece. 
the  wood  stethoscope,  1  have  used  for        It  is  of  consequence  that  the  spiral 
some  years  past  at  the  Westminster  wire  should  be  complete  up  to  each 
Hospital,  and  in  private   practice,  a  end,  or  even  a  little  projecting,   and 
flexible  acoustic  tube  similar  in  con-  that  the  wire  itself  be  very  elastic,  and 
stniction  to  that  in  use  by  deaf  persons,  not  thicker  than  will  admit  of  perfect 
the    dimensions    being    altered    and  flexibility.     Tubes  less  flexible,  and 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  auscultation,  made    of  coarse   wire,  convey  sound 
The  length,  for  instance,  is  reduced  to  less  distinctly. 

about  twenty-eight   inches,    and  the        The  advantages  offered  by  the  flexi- 

f onnel-shaped  extremity  to  the  size  of  ble  stethoscope  are  on  the  score  of  con- 

the  wood  stethoscope :  but  the  ear-tube  venience  and   comfort ;    not  on    any 

is  retained  as  preferable  to  the  ear-piece,  superiority  possessed  by  it  over  the 

The  length  of  this  flexible  stethoscope  cylinder.    Indeed,  so  far  from  superio- 

^  .^ ^.^.    ^ — ~Z — ZTT^ — JTIT  nty,  it  is  by  no  means  equal  to*  the 

MiDicALOAEBTTBof  December  the  nth,  1840,  cylinder  in  the  conveyance  of  sound. 

**  Obeerratiom  on  the  advantages  presented  by  It  answers  every  purpose   admirably 

Sb^?^S»'BS5^':irwSf  .'^  when  the  sounds  are  loud,  as  in  mucoas 

refeienice  only  Is  made  to  Drs.  Qendinning'  and  wneezes,     coarse     crepitations,    narsn 

Stroud,  who  have  for  some  years  used  this  same  frictions,     and    the    stronger    cardiac 

instniment,and  no  reference  tomyself,  who  have  i,^  •«.„ .  i,,*.  «««  .»««•.: 4.«4.:»«?a    <>vi<i  AaU 

employed  k  also  for  some  years  at  the  West-  bnuts:  but  fine  crepitaUons,  and  deli- 

ninater  Hospital,  where  Dr.  Bird's  brother  be-  cate  frictions  and  cardiac  bruits,  which 

month  afterwardsj^i.  in  June.  wood  stethoscope  is  employed,  are  ob- 
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scure  or  not  audible  with  the  flexible  Lancaster.    He  found  his  patient  to  be 

tube.    The  flexible,  therefore,  cannot  only  about  seven  months  pregnant,  and 

supplant  the  wood  stethoscope.  she  attributed  the  premature  symptoms 

To  measure  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  of  labour  to  blows  received  from  her 

a  solid  cylinder  of  wood  is  preferable  husband  on  the  previous  dav.    On  ex* 

to  every  other  medium.  amination  per  va^nam,  my  rather  states 

The  convenience  and  advantage  of  that  he  found  the  os  uteri  dilated  to 
the  flexible  stethoscope  are  particularly  the  disc  of  a  shilling,  thin  and  yielding, 
felt  in  cases  of  extreme  weakness,  as  membranes unruptm^ed,&c•  Redeem^ 
adynamic  fever  with  pneumonia,  and  it  proper  (as  her  pains  recurred  at 
under  all  other  circumstances  when,  re^lar  intervals,  together  with  the 
from  the  reduced  powers  of  the  patient,  irritable  state  of  his  patient,  which 
or  other  causes,  he  cannot  be  raised  In  irritability  arose,  in  a  great  measure, 
bed,  or  easily  ^ot  at.  Here,  by  turning  from  the  severe  treatment  she  had  re*- 
the  patient  a  little  over  on  the  side,  the  ceived)  to  wait  with  his  patient,  and 
flexible  tube  can  be  applied  to  every  allow  nature  to  proceed  with  her  work 
part  of  the  chest,  and  the  condition  of  unmolested.  About  I  i  a.m.  the  waters 
the  lun^  be  ascertained ;  which  with  came  away,  when  she  was  in  a  few 
the  cylmder  would  not  be  practicable  :  seconds  delivered  of  a  male  child.  On 
added  to  this,  the  comfort  of  being  applying  his  hand  over  the  abdomen, 
able  to  gain  this  information  at  a  dis-  the  uterus  appeared  much  distended; 
tance  that  places  one  beyond  the  an-  and  on  an  examination  the  head  of  a 
noyance  of  the  uncleanliness  attendant  second  child  was  found  entering  the 
on  poverty,  or  of  the  odours  emanat-  true  pelvis,  which  was  bom  in  a  few 
ing  from  disease.  I  have  met  with  seconds  (also  a  male).  The  pains  still 
ladies  unwilling  to  allow  the  cylinder  continuing,  on  examination  ne  ibund 
to  be  applied,  who  would  not  have  the  head  of  a  third  child  pressing  upon 
objected  to  the  flexible  tube,  the  cup  of  the  perineum,  which  was  shortly  ex^ 
which  they  could  themselves  have  pelled  (a  male).  After  waiting  for 
adapted  to  the  chest,  and  so  have  some  time,  and  using  gentle  traction 
avoided  the  proximity  and  exposure  with  the  cords  of  the  placenta  or  pla- 
they  dreaded.  To  professional  men  at  centse,  and  apparentlv  making  no  pro- 
all  corpulent  the  flexible  tube  will  gress,  he  introduced  his  hand  in  utero, 
prove  a  desirable  substitute  for  the  cy-  with  the  view  of  removing  the  placental 
llnder,  as  a  means  of  preventing  tne  mass,  beine  of  opinion  Uiat  it  had  ad- 
con^estion  of  blood  in  the  head  at-  hered  to  tne  uterus;  but,  to  his  great 
tenoiant  on  any  stooping  posture.  surprise,  he  found  the  feet  of  a  fourth 

For  the  reasons  assigned,  the  flexible  child,  which  he  brought  down,  and, 

stethoscope  may  be  strongly  recom-  after  securing  the  funis,  ne  again  passed 

mended  (or  adoption  as  a  most  desira-  his  hand,  and  found  the  hand  of  a  fifth 

ble  additional  medium  of  auscultation,  child  presenting,  which  he  delivered  by 

but  not  as  a  substitute  on  all  occasions  the  feet.    (The  two  last  were  females), 

for  the  cylinder.  On  examining  the  placental  mass,  a 

94.  Lower  Brook  Street,  rather  singular  phenomenon  presented 

Joue  1, 1841.  itself,  three  of  the  umbilical  cords  being 

________^_______^_^__^___  inserted  by  one  common  radicle  into 

the  substance    of   the  placenta;   the 

.     PLURALITY  OF  CHILDREN  AT  other  two  cords  were  also  uiserted  in 

BIRTH.  tlie  same  manner. 

There    are   many  cases  on   record 

of   Ave   children   being  bom   at  one 

To  th9  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  birth,  one  of  which  occurred  in   the 

^  practice  of  my  much  esteemed  friend, 

^     *'*'  .  Mr.  Hull,  surgeon,  of  Blackburn,  now 

On  referring  to  my  father's  note  book  I  Dr.   Hull,  late   of   Manchester.      In 

met  with  the  following  case.    He  was  Dr.    Hull's    case    the    whole    of  the 

requested,  January  4th,  1829,  at  C  a.m.,  children  weiffhed  only  about  as  much 

to  attend  Mrs.  Calling,  ©t.  36,  then  in  as  one  of  Uiose  which  happened  in 

labour  of  her  sixth  child,  who  resided  my    father's  practice.      Now   in  my 

at  Rawstenstall,  near  New  Church,  in  father's  case  the  whole  of  the  children 

the  forest  of  Rossendale,  and  county  of  survived  their  respective  births  from 
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fifteen  to  thirlv  minutes  (   each  mea-  birth  of  the  five.    Your  insertion  <^ 

sured  from  twelve  to  thirteen  inches  in  tlie  above  case  and  remarks  in  your 

length ;  and  the  whole  of  them  weighed  valuable  periodical  will  oblige 

ten  Dounds.  Another  feature  in  the  case  Your  obedient  servant, 

is  the  termination    of   the  umbilical  T.  H.  Wardleworth, 

cords,  three  of  which,  as  already  stated,  „    ^ .  .    „        ^           Suiigeon. 

arose  from  the  umbiUcal  cord,  about  Rochdale,  May  25th,  I84i. 
two  inches  from  the  substance  of  the 

phicenta;  the  remaininff  two  were  in-  OVARIAN  DROPSY, 
serted  as  already  described  in  the  case 
of  the  other  three.    Dr.  Ramsbotham* 

remarks,    when    speaking    upon    this  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazeiie, 

subject,  that,  *'  according  to  the  law  of  c,,, 

nature,  each  individual  child  is  dis-  •     t.    i.'«      .       *       * 

tinctly  enveloped   in   its   own    mem-  If  the  following  be  of  .sufficient  mter- 

brane ;   so  possesses  its  own  quantity  ^®*  ^  merit  a  corner  of  your  valuable 

of  hquor  amnii,  has  a  separate  funis,  journal,  obUge  me  by  giving  it  inscr- 

and  separate  placenta,  the  circulations  ^^n. — I  am,  sir, 

not  inosculating."    Yet  in  mv  father's  ^            Your  obedient  servant, 

case,  as  well  as  in  others  related  by  •'^hn  Fosse  Harding,  M.R.C.S, 

Dr.  R.,  we  perceive  how  nature  adapts  I3,  Spencer  Street,  May  31, 1841. 

herself  for  the  fulfilment  of  her  pur-  .r,     ^  ^    i              xi.      .         t       i_ 

iKJse,  in  the  procreation  of  our  species,  ,.  ^^^'  ^^^l^  months  since  I  pub- 

and  that  one  placenta  is  as  efficient  to  ^'|^^^  ^^  ^^^  Medical  Gazette  a  ca^e 

maintain  three  children  as  one  in  utero.  ""^   ®^^™^    dropsy    coexisting     with 

On  laying  open  the  umbiUcal  cord  at  E^^?"l"7'  f'*^^®  ^^,1^^  5®"°*  ^^^  P*: 

that  point  ^ere  the  three  coalesce  ^^^^  }^^   ^^?"    "^^'^r^  ^^    ^^""^"^^ 

into  olie,  the  three  umbiUcal  veins  were  operations ;  after  which,  from  examina- 

found  to  terminate  in  a  cii/  de  sac,  from  ^*«°'  ^  ^^PJl^^  *^^  ^^^P^^s  which  existed 

the  posterior  part  of  which  arose  the  ^'^''^  r?.^  .enlarging,  and  after  the 

umbilical  vein,  which  was  soon  lost  in  repeated  tappings  the  constitution  be- 

the  substance  of  the  placenta.     On  ^™^,  °^"^/^.  ^^^P^^^^f    and    general 

opening  the  umbilical  cord  a  few  lines  atrophy  set  in,  with  ana^rca  of  the 

beyond  the  point  where  it  emerges  from  1^8^.'  ^IJ^^^  patient  gradually  sunk 

the  placenta,  the  umbilical. artery  was  m  Apnl  last.           .  ^,      ^  .     ,   ^ 

found  to  divide  into  three  branches  in  .^V  permission  of  the  fnends  I  y 

,  and  two  in  the  other,  opposite  jjlowed  a  post-mortem    examination. 


one,^"and  TwJTlA^The  "oTh^r,*^?^^^  alloWeH  a  post-mortem    examination, 

the  superior  and  anterior  ^rfibTof  On  cutting   through    the    abdominal 

the  culde  sac  formed  by  the^bilical  P"^f,^« ^  ^^J^ ^^^ ^^^^^"^ °^^^,^ °^?^j\^« 

^pj„g  ''  so  attenuated  as  to  be  scarcely  visible, 

may  call  forth  many  having  previously  drawn  off  the  fluid 

le  ineenuitv  of  men's  """^^d  with  a  (quantity  of  flocculi.  The 


veins. 

Cases  like  these 


bhuice  to  truth,  be  received  as  granted,  ^  *«  ^f  ™'.   TheDentoneal  sac  was 

that  such  was  the  order  and  minner  in  """^  «»«;'»  thickened    connecting  and 

which  nature  worked  to  produce  what  compreswng  the  intestines  towards  the 

we  frequcnUy  see  as  her  handy-work.  T"^'"k  P*"''"'  "^    ^^  .1    "^"""^^ 

So  obscure  ire  nature's  ways  that  Uie  »««  diaphragm ;  showing  the  whole  of 

most  profound  divine,  acute  metaphy-  *«  V^^^f  ^S"?""'  1°  '*"'  umbilicus, 

sician    n.nfl  *»   ii{'(  *  '     *  '    *  oecnniediiv  an  immense  ovanan  tumor 

not  been  enabled 


hidden  are  they  from  our  observation,  ""'O""  mauer,  mixca  up  witn  nyaatios, 
that  it  requires  something  superhuma;!  ««»?  ?»«y  %^%  containing  a  kind  of 
to  ascertain  the  laws  by  whi<£^genei»-  l*'*?"*?"? » *•""*•  ^^V}l\^e  altogether 
tion  is  affected.  *  «*?"'  "K^*  PJ'^ds  The  uterus  was 
My  father  delivered  Mrs.  C.  of  a  9^'**  flattened,  about  the  size  of  a 
Btill-lorn  child  in  forty  weeks  after  the  e«>wn-P'«e.  and  had  the  appearance 
; ^  of  a  ligamentous  substance.     1  could 

•  vide  Principle,  .f  Ob.tetric  Itolidiie  «d  "°*   <»ti«factonly  make  out  the   left 

Sdrgery,  p.  eu,  ovary,  which  I  am  of  opinion  must 
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have  been  much  atrophied  5  the  right  ii  the  largest  of  the  Rnininaiitia  tribe, 

one  being  implicated  m  this  heteroge-  Mr.  Owen  considers  interesting,  inas- 

neons  mass.    The  kidneys,  spleen,  and  much  as  it  indicates  that  the  size  of  the 

liTer,  were  all  healthy ;  the  gall  blad-  blood  corpuscles  relates  to  the  condition 

der  quite  choked  with  bile.     I   was  of  the  whole  ormiization,  rather  than 

surpnsed  to  find  so  much  disease  in  so  to  the  bulk  of  the  species.    It  would 

advanced  a  stage,  as  the  patient  had  appear  from  the  examination  of  the 

within  twelve  months  been  delivered  blood  discs  in  the  goat,  sheep,  and  ox, 

of  a  fine  fuU-giown  male  infant,  which  that  their  unusually  small  size  is  asso- 

ia  now  living,  and  in  robust  health,  dated  with  the  peculiarities    of  the 

The  patient  had  been  operated  on  alto-  ruminating  structure.     The  elliptical 

gether  eleven   times,  and  thirty-four  form  of  the  corpuscles  also  in  the  llama 

gallons  of  fluid  drawn  off.  and  vicugna,  as  well  as  in  the  drome- 
dary, confirms  the  fact  that  the  camel 

' :        ^  tribe  of  ruminants  present,  among  other 

REMARKS  ON  SOME  lATE  JSafSJ^tio^TSTfc^S  tl 

OBSERVATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  |i,^  corpiksles,  which  has  hitherto 

CORPUSCLES  OF  THE  BLOOD.  been  obaerved  only  in  the  OTipuous 

yertebrata.    The  blood  of  the  tiger, 

TV,  ik.  Emor  ^iH.  Medical  G«eite.  ^^J^^tS^'^jT  ^Tc^ 

SiAf  agrees  with  Miiller  and  Wagner  that 

In  the  late  volume  of  the  Transactions  the  corpuscles  of  the  strictly  camivo- 

of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  rous  are  intermediate  between  those  of 

Association  there  are   some   material  the  omnivorous  species   and  those  of 

errors,  to  which  I  beg  to  direct  vour  the  strictly  herbivorous,  being  smaller 

attention,  respecting  Uie  history  of  the  than  those  of  man  and  the  Quajorumana, 

blood  corpuscles.      I  venture  to  hope  their  averags  size  being  -g^^  of  an  inch 

that  you  will  correct  these  misstate-  in  diameter.    The  blood  corpuscles  of 

ments,  as  you  have  always  appreciated  the  chevrotain,    the    smallest  of  the 

the  interest  belonging  to  the  physiology  Ruminantia,    presented    the    smallest 

of  the  vital  fluid,  and  have  shewn  a  hitherto  observed   in    the   vertebrate 

most  praiseworthy  spirit  of  impartiality  animals,  being  Tvhrv  of  an  inch." — VoL 

in  awarding  justice  to  the  pretensions  ix.  p.  190. 

of  different  observers  in  the  various  1.  With  regard  to  the  blood  corpus- 
departments  of  anatomical  science.  I  cules  of  the  elephant  The  fact  of  the 
will  first  submit  to  you  an  abstract  from  larse  size  of  the  blood  discs  of  this  ani- 
the  work  in  question,  and  then  subjoin  msl  was  long  since  announced  by  M. 
a  few  brief  remarks,  carefully  avoiding  Mandl,  who  gave  an  explicit  measure- 
any  statement  not  supported  by  a  ment  of  them  in  comparison  with  ano- 
sumcient  voucher.  tiier  measurement  of  the  human  blood 

"Professor  Owen  found  the  blood  cUscs  {Anatomie  Microsccpique,  1838; 
corpuscles  of  the  elephant  twice  as  liv.  I.  p.  17) ;  but  Mr.  Owen  was  either 
large  as  the  ordinary  corpuscles  of  imacquaintedwith  this  circumstance,  or 
human  blood;  hence  they  are  larger ,  did  not  choose  to  mention  it;  for  this 
Ulan  those  of  any  mammiierous  animal  would  have  appeared  rather  awkward 
hitherto  described.  Those  of  the  very  with  respect  to  the  diseoifery  of  the  Pro- 
small  animal^  the  armadillo,  rather  ex-  fessor.  A  copy  of  M.  Mandl's  work  has 
ceeded  those  of  the  rhinoceros.  In  the  long  been  in  the  library  of  the  College 
dromedary  he  noticed  the  elliptical  at  which  Mr.  Owen  holds  his  professor- 
form  described  by  Mandl,  but  amongst  ship. 

them   were  a  few  of  circi^r  form,  £  It  is  difllcult  to  understand  the 

This  fonn  has  aUo  been  observed  by  meaning  of  the  author  with  respect  to 

Gulliver,  in  the  Auchenia  species.  The  the  corpuscles  of  the  camel  tribe.  Does 

corpuscles  of  the  giraffe  li^ve  the  cir-  he  mean  to  say  that  Ghilliver  aJso  dis- 

cular  form  of  the  mammiferous  mmi-  covered  the  circular  form  in  the  blood 

nants  generally ;  but  the  average  size  corpuscles  of  these  animals  P    The  &ct 

was  nearly  one-third  smaller  than  those  is  simple  enough ;  for  Mandl  discovered 

of  the  human  subject.    The  result  of  the  dal  form  in  the  blood  discs  of  the 

the  examination  of  this  animal,  which  dromedary  and  paco   {Anat.  MUtom* 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  475 

iv.  I.  p.  17),  and  Mr.  Gulliver  subse-  easily  accessible  to  them.    But  where 

quently  observed  the  same  fonn  in  the  the  claims  of  Professor  Owen  were  to 

discsof  the  vicugna  (^iicA«iiaFic«9nia)  be  spoken    of,  it   might   have    been 

and  llama  (ilncAaiia  Gtoia),  as  may  be  learned  from  the  Medical  Gazettk 

seen  by  reference  to  the  Med.  Chir.  that   there  was,  unfortunately,  some 

Trans.  Vol.  23;  and  Dublin  Medical  reason  nof  to  trust  implicitly  to  the 

Press,  Nov.  27, 1839.  Now  Mr.  Owen's  scientific   statements   of  the  College 

observations  on  the  blood  of  the  vicugna  professor. — ^I  am,  sir, 

appeared  for  the   first   time   in   the  Your  most  humble  servant, 

Medical  Gazette,  Dec.  20,  1S39;  and  A  General  Pbactitionbr. 

he  does  not  mention  either  the  llama  London,  May  sist,  isii. 

orpaco.  ; 

3.  A  veiy  clear  measurement  is  given 

hy  M.  Mandl,  in  the  work  ahea^  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

cited,  of  the  blood  discs  of  the  giraffe  

in  comparison  with  those  of  man. 

4.  As  to  the  blood  corpuscles  of  the  "  ^'^"iSilriirtSi'S-ffASMmT****^  " 
chevrotain  being  "  the  smallest  hitherto 

observed  in  the  vertebrate  animals,"  .  ^       ,      « 

Mr.  Gulliver  published  this  fact  on  the  ^  Complete  Prachcal  Treatise  on  Vene- 

26th  an4  27th  of  November,  1839,  as  a  »"«»'   Diseases,    and  their   immediate 

reference  to  the  books  mentioned  above  '"^  remote  consequences  ;  inckuUng 

will  shew ;  and  Mr.  Owen's  account  of  Observations  on  Certain  Affections  qf 

the  blood  of  this  animal  was  originally  '*«  Uterus  attended  ufith  Discharges. 

published  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  By  William  Acton,  late  Exteme  at 

December  20, 1839.  That  he  could  not  the  Female  Venereal  Hospital,  Paris, 

be  ignorant  of  Gulliver's  observations  '  8vo.  pp.  410.    London,  1841. 

on  tne  subject  may  be  fairly  supposed  The  whole  of  this  work  proves  the 

from  the  fact  that  they  were  noticed  in  author  to  be  a  faithful  disciple  of  M. 

the  Philosophical  Magazine,  Dec.  1,  Ricord,  and  ready  to  adopt  his  opinions 

1839,  as  well  as  in  the  Magazine  of  rather  than  hisown,  or  those  of  any  other 

Zooloey  and  Natural  History,  of  the  writer,  on  the  subject  of  syphilis.    We 

same  date.    Well,  therefore,  might  the  think,  however,  that  Mr.  Acton  has 

College  professor  say,  "  that  the  blood  done  wisely  in  not  publishing  a  mere 

corpuscles  of  the  chevrotain,  as  he  anti-  translation  of  M.  Ricord's  works.    Al- 

eipatedy  were  the  most  minute,"  &c.  though,  on  all  the  subjects  on  which 

especially  as  all  the  works  mentioned  that  surgeon  has  written,  his  opinions 

above  are  regularly  placed  in  the  Col-  are,  we  believe,  without  question  re- 

lege  library.    It  snould  be  mentioned,  ceived,  jet  by  taking  upon  nimself  the 

however,  that  the  Professor  calls  the  responsibility  of  an  author,  rather  than 

animal  in  question  "the  chevrotain;  that  of  a  translator,  Mr.   Acton  has 

Mosehus  pignusus.^*    This   is  the  old  compelled  himself  to  make  the.  work 

scientific  name,  with  a  French  vulgar  more  nearly  a  complete  treatise  than  he 

one.    The  animal  is  in  faqt  the  Napu  would  otherwise  nave  done,  and  has 

musk  deer,  Mosehus  Javanicus,  Pallas;  thus  produced  a  work  which  will  pro- 

or  Tragalus  Javanicus,  (Raffles,  vid.  Cat.  bably  be  more  useful  than  those  bv 

Mammalia,  in  Museum  Zool.  Soc.  1838,  M.  Ricord,    or   any    other    Englisn 

p.  37)  and  the  label  attached  to  the  writer. 

cage  of  the  animal  in  the  Society's  After  an  introduction  containing  a 

menagerie.    It  is  unnecessary  to  make  brief  history  of  the  venereal  diseases, 

any  mrther  observation  on  this  pro-  taken  chieny  from  Astruc,  the  work 

ceeding  of  Professor  Owen's.  proceeds  to  its  proper  subjects ;  and 

In  conclusion  I  have  only  to  remark  these  are  disposed  of  in  two  parts — ^the 

that  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  first  treating  of  syphiloid  diseases,  the 

that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  common  second  of  syphilis;  the  former  term, 

accuracy  from  gentlemen  professing  to  however,  being  ill  chosen,   inasmuch 

give  retrospective  accounts  of  the  pro-  as  the  main  burden  of  the  first  part  of 

ffress  of  science.    It  mav,  however,  be  tiie  work  is  to  establish  that,  except  in 

fairlv  urged  in  excuse  for  the  writers  their  common  origin  in  sexual  inter- 

of  these  accounts,  that  the  necessary  course,  the  syplulotd  diseases  have  no 

sources  of  information  might  not  be  relation  to  the  syphilitic. 
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The  first  order  includes  '*  Blennorr-  cannot,  in  every    case,  determine  to 

hapa,"  and  these  are  all  mucous  or  which  of  the  two  any  given  example 

muco-purulent    discharges    from    the  belongSi  except  by  the  test  of  its  bcin^ 

uro-genital  organs  (including  of  course  communicable    by    contact:    by  evi- 

gonorrhoea),  excoriations,  herpes,  ec-  dence,  that  is,  of  nearly  the  same  kind 

zema,  stricture,  effusions  o{  urine,  lis-  as  M.  Ricord  and  Mr.  Acton  require 

tula  in  perineo,  venereal  affections  of  for  the  discrimination  between  doubt- 

the  prostate  and  testicle,  false  passages  ful  syphilis  and  syphiloid  disease. 

by  the  iu*ethra,  &c.    In  all  this,  al-  In  the  second,  and  by  &r  the  best 

though  it  presents  little  that  is  at  the  portion  of  the  work,  the  subjects  treated 

isame  time  both  novel  and  important,  of  are  chancre  and  its  consequences ; 

the  work  affords  a  ver^  good  practical  and  on  all  of  these  the  information 

guide  in  all  ordinary  circumstances  to  is  full,  and  certainly  more  satisfactory 

both  the  practitioner  and  the  student  than  any  hitherto  published  in  £ng- 

Of  its  several  parts  we  should  chiefly  land.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 

recommend  that  relating  to  blennorr-  test  of  inoculation,  to  which  M.  Ricord 

hagia  in  the  female,  for  it  certainly  has  so  freelv  resorted,  has  afforded  him 

presents  a  better  idea  of  the  pathology,  a  means    of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 

or  rather,  of  the  morbid  anatomy,  of  the  principles    of   general  pathology 

the  class  of  diseases  included   under  which  without  it  could  not  nave  been 

this  name,  than  any  other  that  we  have  attained;  and  working  out  these  into 

met  with.    And  we  say  this,  although  their  details  in  a  practice  of  uneqiialled 

upon  the  nature  of  the  disease,  we  be-  extent,  and  with  an  ener^  well  pro- 

lieve,  the  author,  following  M.  Ricord,  portioned  to  his  opportunities,  he  nas 

holds  opinions  which  are  most  probably  accumulated    a   volume   of    evidence 

incorrect,    and    certainly  entertained  which  rendei*s  both  the  histoir  and 

upon  very  insufficient  evidence.    It  is  the  treatment  of  the  venereal  diseases 

assumed  that  wliat  is  commonly  called  much  less  uncertaiu  than  they  have 

lencorrho?a   is  identical  with  what  is  hitherto  been.    Of  all  this  knowledge 

usually    described  as  chronic  gonor-  Mr.  Acton  has  freely  availed  himself, 

rhcca ;  and  this  on  no  other  evidence,  and  adding  to  it  some  of  that  which  is 

as  far  as  we  can  see,  but  that  the  dis-  more  familiar  in  this  country  than  in 

charge  in    the  former    is  sometimes  France,  and  a  small  quantity  of  his 

infectious,  and  that  in  the  latter  some-  own  observation,  has  formed  a  work 

times  not  infectious.    The  fact  is  over-  that  may  on  most  subjects  be  confi- 

looked  that  these  sometimef- effects  are  dently  consulted.    For  although  many 

the  very  exceptions  to  general  rules,  of  the  opinions  advanced  in  it  seem  to 

Probably  the  discharge  of  leucorrhcea,  us  rather    hastily    formed,    they  are 

t.  f.  the  va^nal  or  uterine  discharge  happily  not  maae  the  foundations  of 

which  occursin  great  numbers  of  women  dangerous  or  immoderate  treatment; 

who  have  never  been  infected  with  go-  and  it  is.chiefly,  we  apprehend,  by  the 

norrlioeal  matter,  will  not  in  one  case  ma  confidence  in  gentle  measures  that  the 

hundred  or  more  infect  a  man  so  as  to  pro-  perusal  of  this  work  will  give,  that  it 

duce  a  discharge  from  his  urethra ;  nor  will  most  improve  the  moaem  method 

in  that    one  man  will  the  discharge  of  dealing  with  the  disease, 

produced  be  that  of  ordinary  gonor-  But  while  we  thus  recommend  the 

rhoDa,  or  accompanied  by  its  symp-  book  to  our  readers,  we  are  bound  to 

toms ;  whereas,  tne  discharge  remain-  recommend  Mr.  Acton  also,  should  he 

ing  on  a  woman  after  gonorrhoea!  in-  again  become  an  author,  to  improve  his 

fection,   will,  with  equal  probability,  style  of  writing.    If  he  will  now  calmly 

produce  gonorrhceain  ninety-nine  men  read  his  own  nook,  he  will  find  that 

out  of  one  hundred  not  habituated  to  his  composition  is  inelegant  and  often 

the    disease.      Now    the    generalities  ungrammatical ;    that    the    technical 

ought  to  be  the  foundations  of   the  names,  which  he  says  he  has  chosen 

rule ;  and  if  they  be  as  we  state  them,  after  much  deliberation,  do  yet  by  no 

it  follows  that  the  occasional  excep-  means  well  express  the  conditions  to 

tions  in  which  leucorrhosa  is  infectious,  which  they   are    applied  ;    and  that 

and  clironic  gonorrhoea  liot  infectious,  while  there  is  often  a  pompous  attempt 

cannot  overthrow  the  conclusion  that  at  loftiness  of  style,  which,  even  if 

the  two  diseasesare  essentially  different,  successful,  would  be  unsuited  to  the 

All  that  we  can  yet  say  is,  that  we  subject  of  the  work,  there  is  almost 
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&8  frequently  a  want  of  decency  which  cause  they  were  physiciaTie.    Now  this 

even  the  subject  of  syphilis  does  not  appears  to  us  to  be  the  great  and  radical 

warrant     If,  in  a  second  edition,  these  ^.«. ^^^^    ,   .  *u     t         a.        j 

errors  are  avoided,  the  book  will  merit  difference    between   the  Lancet    and 

little  less  than  commendation.  ourselves :  so  long  as  there  remains  a 

The  plates,  which  are  published  in  a  corporate  body  in  Pall  Mall,  or  a  set 

separate  quarto  volume,  are  excellent,  of  practitioners  designated  physicians, 

though,  through  the  deficiencies  of  the  «^  i^„„  ^m,  .n  ^i,„„  ^^  i  „  .r^^  „„* 

coloi^er,they\ppear,  like  many  others  !*^  ^^"^^'^  "^  ^^^  ^^]^^  '^^.Z"^" 

of  then-  kind,  to  be  unworthy  imitations  J^ct  of  censure,  and  (would  we  did  not 

of  the  originals.    For  the  purpose  of  feel  compelled  by  experience,  to  add)  of 

diagnosis,   those  of   the    varieties  of  misrepresentation.     "Few  individuals 

chancre  and  of  the  appeamnces  of  a  .        ^^,  contemporary)  can  feel  proud 

sore  inits  several  stages  after  inoculation  ^j.  \_  .  -         -jL^x. 

will  be  highly  useful ;  and  the  more  so  ^^  ^^^^  connexion  with  the  recent  pro- 

because  tne  description  of  what  they  ceedings  of  the  College  of  Physicians." 

represent  is  imperfectly  given  in  the  In  our  humble  judgment  the  parties 

^^^' .  alluded  to  deserve  the  highest  credit, 

and  the  sentence  ought  to  liave  been, 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  "  can  feel  otherwise  than  proud."    To 

Friday,  June  11,  1841.  P^^^®  *^^^  ^^  any  unprejudiced  mind, 
no  more  is  required  than  a  fair  and 

"  Licet  omnibM,  licet  ctiam  Tnihi,dif5iiiutem  candid  statement  of  what  has  been 

Artig  Mediem  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in  done.     Let  US,  then,  jUSt  see  what  those 

publicum  sit,  diccndi  periculum  noD  recuao."  ..  .  j-       ••  t.        i. 

CicKRo.  "  recent  proceedmgs"  have  been. 

A  few  years  ago  the  London  College 

REFORM  IN  THE  COLLEGE  OF  of  Physicians  was  little  better  than  a 

PHYSICIANS.  .  club  of  the  most  exclusive  character. 

If  the  abandonment  of  old  and  loirg  to  which  none  but  the  graduates  of 

established  prejudices,  and  an  earnest  Oxford  and  Cambridge  could  look  for 

desire  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  admission.    A  few — a  very  few  others, 

times,  be  meritorious,  then  is  the  Col-  were  added  to  the  list,  but  only  one  at  a 

lege  of  Physicians  entitled  to  commen-  time,  at  long  intervals,  by  the  voice  of 

dation  above  any  corporation,  lay  or  the  President,  and  under  such  circum- 

professional,  with  which  we  are   ac-  stances  as  rendered  the  general  ban 

quainted;  and  we  hold  ourselves  the  more  conspicuous  and  more  galling. 

better  entitled  to  express  this  opinion.  What  change  has  been  made  in  this 

from  having  repeatedly  censured  the  respect  P     Simply  this :  that  now  the 

learned  body  in  question— and  that  in  graduates  of  the  English  universities 

no  very  measured  terms — ^whentheyap-  have  no  privilege  or  advantage  what- 

peared  to  be  actuated  by  different  prin-  ever  over  others,  either  nominally  or 

dples.  It  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  practically.     The  Fellows  are  exclu- 

our  readers,  that,  a  few  years  ago,  we  sively  elected  from  among  the  Licen- 

took  occasion  repeatedly  to  denounce,  in  tiates;    and  a  reference    to    the   list 

the  strongest  language,  the  illiberal  and  will  shew  that  a  large  majority,  so 

injurious  spirit  of  monopoly  displayed  chosen,  have  not  had  English-degrees. 

by  the  College  of  Physicians.    But,  in  The  unfair  advantage  given  to  Oxford 

doing  this,  our  indignation- was  excited  and  Cambridge  has  thus  not  only  been 

against  the  measures  in  question,  and  discontinued,  but  the  members  would 

thespiritwhichhad  given  rise  to  them —  seem  to  have  acted  as  if  they  intended 

not  against  the  College  simply  because  to  turn  the  balance  the  other  way. 

it  was  an  old  institution,  and  had  a  char-        Now,   if    this    was    a    great    and 

ter,  nor  against  the  members  simply  be-  hnportant  change,  still  it  was  open  to 

If 
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this  objection — that,  aithoagh  the  order  reformation  has  been  effected.  So  far 
of  Licentiates  was  raised  by  making  all  from  the  charge  being  true  that  those 
alike  pass  throu^  it  in  the  &nt  inr  lieeatiateB^  who,,  dnring  the  laat  fieir 
stMia%  y«t  die  F^bOows  west  afker  all  yean,  have  been  aidrnitted  to  tbc 
■df«lectedy  as  they  alone  voted  when  fellowship,  haye  neglected  the  intereata 
an  addition  was  made  to  their  number,  of  their  fonner  associates,  we  have 
The  next  step,  and  the  most  recent,  has  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been 
been,  to  make  the  election  to^the  fellow-  mainly  through  their  support  that  the 
ship  a  general  one,  at  which  all  be-  most  recent  and  important  measures 
longing' to  the  College  —  President,  have  been  carried.  Many  of  the  old 
Fellows,  and  Licentiates— should  vote  and  bigoted  Fellows  have  died  off  or 
alike.  Hereafter  there  is  not  only  no  retired  within  the  last  few  years ;  and 
invidious  privilege  to  be  claimed  by  others  have  succeeded  them  who  are 
English  graduates,  but  the  Fellows  are  much  more  liberal,  both  in  general  and 
made  to  share  their  rights  with  the  professional  politics.  By  them,  chiefly. 
Licentiates,  who,  as  they  are  the  more  have  the  above  measures  been  pro- 
numerous  body,  have  thus  virtually  pounded ;  but  we  repeat  that,  from  all 
the  power  (if  they  choose  to  exercise  it  we  leam,  without  the  attendance  and 
by  combination)  of  filling  up  all  the  active  support  of  the  Licentiate-Fellows, 
new  nominations,  even  in  opposition  to  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  thi|t 
those  already  in  the  fellowship.  they  would  have  been  unable  to  carry 

This   privilege    at   once  and  most  them  through ;  at  all  events,  not  with 

unequivocally  declares  the  Licentiate  such  triumphant  majorities, 

to  be  a  member  of  the  College ;  and  if  To  recapitulate  and  place  prominently 

so,  why  not  do  away  with  the  former  before  the  reader  the  recent  changes  in 

objectionable  appellation,  and  substi-  the  College  of  Physicians,  we  would 

tute  the  latter?     We  know  no  good  state, — 

reason  why  this  should  not  be  done:  1.  That  for  the  space  of  a  year  all 

nor,  we  are  happy  to  say,  does  the  physicians  at  present  practising  in  this 
College  i  for  they  have  done  it !    The  '  country,  and  who  have  their  degrees 

term  "  Licentiate,"  which  never  ought  from  any  British  imiversity,  are  to  be 

to  have  been  adopted,  is  hereafter  to  be  admitted  without  subjecting  them  to 

abolished,  and  the  more  appropriate  any  fresh  examination. 

one  of  *'  Member"  substituted.              «  2.  That  all  so  admitted,  and  all  the 

Again,  the  members,  thus  acknow-  prcKcnt  Licentiates,  become   and   be 

ledged  as  such,  have  the  right  of  en-  designated  '*  Members"  of  the  College, 

trance  into  the  College  freely  conceded,  3.  That  all  Members  shall  have  the 

not  only  in  the  important  function  of  right  of  access  to  the  College ;    the 

electing  the  Fellows,  but  in  the  use  library  andmuseum being  henceforward 

of  the  library  and  museum ;  this  last  open  to  them. 

being  of  importance,  however,  chiefly  4.  That    the    number   of    Fellows 

as  the  establishment  in  their  favour  of  be    raised    to    200    (being    an    in- 

a  disputed  privilege.  crease  of  about  one-fourth) ;  and  that 

Now  whether  the  above  is  all  that  they  be  elected  by  the  whole  College 

might  be  done,  may  probably  be  made  at  large  on  equal  terms, 

a  question;   but  no  candid  man  who  5.  That  there  be  an  annual  meeting 

knew  what   the   London  College  of  of  all  the  members  for  the  election  into 

Physicians  was  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  fellowship,  and  such  other  matters 

compares  such  state  with  its  present  as  may  be  agreed  upon, 

condition,  can  deny  that  a  very  great  Such  is  the  "  refonp"  in  the  College 
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of  Physicians  recently  Agreed  upon,  td^pbu*^  do  not  appear,  howerer,  so 

and.  as  we  underetand,  by  laigc  nwjo-  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  present 

anu,  tts  %»c  uuuc  D      «,    J  "^  /r7i«  explanation  as  the  wnter  of  it  would 

nucs ;    and    we  regard  it  itt  highly  anticipate. 

creditable  to  those  by  whom  it  has  Although  it  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  "  a 

been  efiected.     If  experience   should  plain  unvarnished  tale"  on  the  part  of 

rttt^r  that  further  changes  would  be  Philodemus ;  still,  as  an  ex-licentiate,. 

Mww  uu^  lur                 6  .^  ^^^  perhaps  aware  of  theopuuon 

beneficial,  we  trust  that  we  shall  see  ^^^^^  of  the  older  Fellews;  and  the 

them  carried  into  effect ;  and,  from  all  anxiety  to  act  bon^  Jfcfc,  on  the  part  of 

that  we  can  learn,  there  is  far  from  some  of  diem,  may  not  be  perhaps  so 

beuig  a  wish,  in  the  CoUege  at  large,  readily  grant^,  when  an  omnion  has 

"^f  tave  off  the  whole  qu^tion"  (see  been  expressed--"  that  ^ow  f  «-liam^^^^ 

*"        ,  .  ,     ^„       X    ^j          ^  18  no  longer  likely  this  session  to  mea- 

letter  which    follows),    and    we   can  ^^  with  the  College,  the  whole  question 

scarcely  believe  that  any  one  would  be  nmy  \^  staved  off  till  another  time,  as 

fool  or  knave  enough  to  express  such  a  the  proceedings  were  merel  v  to  shew 

seadment.    At  the  same  time  we  en-  to  ParUament  that  the  College  itself 

.^                    .^,    .t  c-«^-. »»  ♦!.«♦  tm  was  anxious  for  Reform." 

twely  concur  with     Senex,    that  im-  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  CoUege  proceed  "in 

mediate  official  promulgation  should  be    ^^  ^^^  ^nd  honourabfe  course,"  the 
made  by  the  College  of  their  intentions,    profession  will  at  a  future  time  be  fuUy 

and  that  every  thing  they  can  do  with-  aware  of  what  thejr  are  to  expect  from 

ouu  lutti.  c      /         6       J  ^jji  IjQ^y   and  their  own  proceedings 

out  an  Act  of  Parhament  (which  in-  ^^^     be^influenced  in  future  by  tfie 

eludes  all  the  above  changes),  should  knowledge  of  the  past. 
be  carried  into  effect  without  an  hour's        A  much  more  satisfactory  test,  as  to 

delay.     A  little  patience  and  a  Ut-  the  intentions  of  the  CoUege,  than  the 

T         J  1^    ♦i,o«   e«ffi^o  on  explanations  of  Philodemus,  would  be 

tie  prudence  would  then  suffice  en-  ^hejedily  carrying  into  effect  the 

tii«ly  to  remove  the  dissentions  wiucn  changes  which  do  not  require  an  act  of 

the  former  obnoxious  regulations  of  Parliament ;  and  tlds  proceeding  only 

the  College  created,    and  place   this  wiU  aUay  the  doubts  which  are  daUy 

branch  of  the  p..fes«on  on  a  better  ^'-f  J^J^r^^S^ed  to.  why 

footing  than  it  has  for  many  years  ^^^^j^  J'.^  ^^^  commence  immediately  ? 

enjoyed  in  this  country.  If  the  intention  really  exists,  whynot 

. instantly  put  it  into  execution  P    Then 

A  HINT  TO  THE  COLLEGE.  would  the  profession  have  good  reason 

for    expecting    the    other   important 

-  ,    ,^  ^.    ,  ^     ^-  changes  which  are  voluntarily  to  ema- 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medtcal  Gazette.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  CoUege.    This  would  be 

Sir,  tenfold  more  satisfactory  than  all  the 
In  your  last  number  there  is  a  long  explanations  of  Dr.  G.  or  Dr.  C. 
letter  published  with  the  avowed  inten-  It  is  now  universaUy  admitted  that 
tion  "  of  tetting  the  profession  at  large  important  changes  are  required  m  the 
to  rights*  on  certain  points  relating  to  College  of  Physicians.     Without  pay- 
the  recent  proceedings  of  the  College  ing  attention  to    the  monstrous  and 
of  Physicians.                                 ,     ,  absurd  propositions  which  we  daily  put 
Coming  immediately  after  your  lead-  forth,  still,  surely,  it  may  be  admitted 
ing  article,  and  being  in  hirge  type,  it  that  it  might  be  a  just  policy  to  cwry 
appears  to  bear  a  certain  stamp  of  offi-  into  operation  their  oum,  as  far  as  it  Ues 
cud  character  about  it,  and  it  is  in  fact  in  their  power,  and  thus  give  an  earnest 
put  forth  as  an  explanation  of   the  as  to  their  anxiety  for  sanctiomng  the 
changes  which  are  decided  upon  by  the  report  of  their  Committee  in  those  mat- 
College.     Those  who    are  anxiously  ters  which  require  the  approval  of  a 
looking  for  an  authentic  statement  (and  higher  court ;  recoUecting,  now^er,  the 
there  are  at  this  moment  a  considerable  trite  adage—"  Bis  dat  qui  cito  dat.' 
number  who  are  merely  waiting  for  the  Your  obedient  servant, 
proposed  changes  to  give  in  their  adhe-  Senex. 
sion  to  the  College,  pratnded  they  speedily  London,  Mmy  35, 1841. 
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A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Catues  regifltered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  29th  May,  1841. 

Small  Pox IS 

Measles   11 

Scarlatina  8 

Hooping  Coagh  45 

Croap  5 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhcea    7 

Dyaentoy  1 

Cholera    0 

Iniluenu 3 

Typhus    ' 86 

Erysipelas S 

»yphiUs  1 1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  172 
Diseases  of  the  Lnnga,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 391 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Tessds  ....  11 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  67 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 7 

Childbed 9 

Ovarian  Dropsy  1 

Diseases  of  Uterua,  &c 2 

Rheumatism S 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 1 

Ulcer    1 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 03 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 68 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     31 

Causes  not  specified  7 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 833 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Sollt  and  Mr.  Mackmuroo  hxse 
been  elected  Assistant  Surgeons. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 

Dr.  Nairms  has  been  elected  Physician,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Hope  ;  and  Dr.  Page 
has  been  elected  Assistant  Physician. 


ANTIDOTES  TO  ARSENIC. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Mediemw^e 
Annalen  is  reported  a  case,  in  which  the 
hydrated  peroxide  of  iron  was  aaoceasfuUy 
administered  to  five  persons,  three  of  them 
children,  who  had  taken  soup  containing 
anenic,  and  who  exhibited  the  usual  symp* 
toma  of  arsenical  poisoning. 

In  the  Medico -Chirurffical  Review  (Oct. 
1840),  two  cases  are  related  by  Mr.  Serph 
of  Welshpool,  in  which  the  earbanaieqfirom 
was  sncoonfully  employed.  In  one  of  then 
a  boy  of  twelve  had  swallowed  about  a 
scruple  of  arsenic,  and  in  the  other  a  man 
had  rubbed  himself  freely  with  a  strong 
solution  of  arsenic  and  sulphate  of  copper  $ 
both  of  them  presented  the  usual  symptoms 
of  poisoning  with  arsenic.  —  Bdiuburfk 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science, 
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Kept  at  Sdmonton,  Latitude  bl<^  37'  32"  JV. 
Longitude  (P  3'  51"  FT.  qf  Greenwich. 


June. 

Wednesday  3 

Thursday  .  8 

Friday     .  .  4 

Saturday  .  5 

Sunday   .  .  fi 

Monday  .  .  7 

Tuesday    .  8 


ThbemombtkbI 
from  48  to  79 


61 

46 
48 
40 
4S 


69 
67 
67 
S9 
59 
59 


Babomktbr. 

ao-12  to  30-16 

30*14  Stat. 

30*30  80*35 

80*14  aO'Oft 

29*95  29*94 

29*88  29*98 

3998  29*91 


Winds,  S.W.  and  N.W. 

On  the  Sd,  and  two  following  days,  generally 
clear.  The  5th,  morning  clear;  afternoon  and 
evening  overcast,  with  nun.  The  6th,  generally 
clear.  The  7th,  and  following  day,  overcast; 
with  rain. 

Rain  fallen,  *02  of  an  inch. 

Parhelia,  —  Never,  perhapi.  were  theie  phe- 
nomena more  brilliantly  seen  than  on  the  evening 
of  Friday,  the  4tb  inst.  At  6  h.  45m.  from  East 
and  West  of  the  Sun,  distant  about  23  degrees 
frx>m  the  Sun,  and,  as  usual,  on  the  circumference 
of  a  halo,  two  mock  suns  formed,  strongly 
coloured,  and  no  lets  remarkable  for  intensity  ot 
light,  then  length  of  train,  whiclv  as  invariably 
it  the  case,'  was  in  a  direction  firom  the  Sun,  and 
panllel  to  the  horiion.  The  length  of  the  luminoua 
cone  was  suAciently  bright  to  be  measurable  at  a 
distance  of  18  degrees,  and,  probably,  the  apex 
must  have  been  several  degrees  beyond.  The 
upper  part  of  a  second  halo,  faintly  coloured,  also 
formed  26  degrees  above  the  first. 

Ch\mje8  Hbnry  Adams. 


LIST  OF  OENTLKMEN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Friday t  May  28. 

F.  W.  Peek.— J.  W.  Metcalfe.— T.  Jarmain.— 
W.  M.  Culpeper.— W.  Maynard.  —  J.  Lewis.— 
J.  J.  Pocock.— C.  B.  Fainter.— A.  O.  Melville.— 
J.  Cresswell. 

Monday,  May  3 1'. 

H.  D.  Mitchell.— J.  Macnamara.  —  W.  H. 
Kent.-R.  Williams.— R.  Pitt.— M.  (yitegan.— 
F.  D.  Gilbert.— J.  N.  Day.— J.  6.  Barrett. 

Friday  t  June  4. 

W.  H.  Stevenson.- W.  Hannant.— R.  Maple., 
ton.  — J.  G.  Bowlby.— W.  H.  Yelloly.  — T. 
Handford.— W.  K.  Tuckett.  — J.  O.Forbes.— 
J.  Lambert. 


NOTICES.      ^ 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  comply  with  tKe 
request  of  a  Medical  Student,  by  giving  the 
list  of  Prixe-men  at  Guy's,  because  it  would 
involve  the  necessity  of  doing  the  same  by 
all  the  other  schools. 

The  papers  of  Mr.  King,  Dr.  Fife,  Dr. 
Hocken,  and  Dr.  Richard  Fowler,  have  beea 
received,  and  shall  have  early  insertion. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  67)  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  Cataiepiy. — A  fit  of  catalepiy  implies  a 

mdden  Biupennon  of  thought,  and   senri- 

ON  THK  bility  and  voluntary  motion  ;    the  patient 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  remaining,  during  the  paroxysm,  in  the  po- 

PHYSIC  aition  in  which  she  (for  ic  is  almost  always  a 

'  female)  happened  to  be  at  the  instant  of  the 

Delivered  at  King*9  College,  London,  attack,  or  in  the  position  in  which  she  may 

be  phiced  during  its  continuance ;    and  all 

Bt  Dr.  Watsok.  this  without  any  notable   affection  of  the 

_  functions  of  organic  life. 

T  «tf«<««rrB«  YYYTY  T^iM  is   Certainly  a  very  curious   state, 
ijkctubb  JLAAIA.  ^^  ^^  different  from   any  that  we  have 
Catalepey.    Bxtaey.    Neuralgia:  tie  don-  y^  contempUted.    We  have  had  the  mus- 
huretupt  eeiatieat  kenUeranta,  ^les  rigidly  contracted  with  tonic  spasm, 
Thbkx  are  yet  some  stnoge  forms  of  ner-  while  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  the  sensi- 
▼OU8  disorder  which  require  to  be  fN«n/tofi#if;  bility  of  the  body,  were  unimpaired.    We 
bntjipon  which  I  do  not  intend  to  dwell.  liaTe  had  the  same  muscles  shaken  with 
Cs^a^ty  is  one  of  these ;  and  what  is  called  clonic  convulsions;  both  with  and  without 
erloey  another.    These  affections  are  very  accompanjriug  disorder  of  the  intellectoal 
rare  as  well  as  very  wonderful:  so  wonderful  functions.     But  here  we  have  a  new  phs- 
^nd  rare,  that  weak  and  superstitious  persons  nomenon  :    the  mental  faculties  are  in  abey- 
hare  icfeiied  them  to  the  interposition  of  anoe,  and  the  sensibility  is  abolished,  and  so 
•opematural  agents  in  human  sifairs;  and  also  is  the  function  of  voluntary  motion; 
stronger  minded  persons,  who  happen  never  but  the  limbs  are  not  tied  down  by  spasm ; 
to  have  witnessed  such  diseases,  deny  their  nor  sgitated  by  successive  contraction  and 
occurrence  as  fabulous,  or  laugh  at  them  as  relaxation  of  their  muscles ;  not  yet  left,  like 
the  tricks  and  cheatings  of  imposture.  They  portions  of  dead  matter,  passively  obedient 
certainly  do  happen,  however;    and  they  to  the  laws  of  gravity:   they  assume  any 
happen  mostly  in  the  same  class  of  persons  posture,  however  absurd,  however  (to  aU 
In  whom  hysterical  and  nervous  complaints  appearance)  inconvenient  and  fatiguing,  and 
of  all  kinds  are  most  common,    lliey  often  that  posture  they  retain,  until  some  new 
■|»pear  to  be  produced  by  similar  causes  with  force  from  without  is  applied  to  them,  or 
these :  tliiey  resemble  hysteria  in  being  seldom  until  the  paroxysm  is  at  an  end.     The  pa- 
attended  with  any  danger  to  life ;  Uieir  pa-  tient  so  affected,  with  open  staring  eyes  often, 
tliology  is,  if  possible,  still  more  obscure  and  outstretched  limbs,  looks  Uke  a  waxen 
than  that  of  h3rsteria:  and  if  I  were  to  speak  figure ;  or  an  inanimate  statue ;  or  a  frozen 
of  the  treatment  which  would  seem  to  be  corpse.     Indeed,   Hoffman  teems  to  have 
most  suitable  for  their  cure  or  prevention,  I  formed  the  strange  conclusion  that,  as  cata- 
ahould  merely  have  to  repeat  what  I  said,  lepsy,  so  far  as  he   knew,  occurred  most 
Bpon  the  treatment  and  prevention  of  hys-  frequently  in  winter,  it  must  depend  on 
teria,  in  yesterday's  lecture.    I  shall  content  congelation  of  the  nervous  fhiid. 
myself,  therefore,  with  a  short  description  "Diese  singular  attacks  occur  in  paroxysms; 
of  tbeae  two  affections,  that  yon  may  be  and  they  have  been  known  to  alternate  with 
«w«re  of  their  charscteristic  phenomena,  and  weD-marked  hysteria ;  and  to  take  place  in 
not  be  taken  by  surprise  in  case  either  of  connexion  with  insanity.     1  have  never  aeea 
them  should  occur  to  you  in  your  practice.  an  instance  of  perfect  oatdepsy ;  which  I 
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now  regret,  as  I  once  had  an  opportunity  of  of  moving  or  speaking,  but  is  conscious  of 

doing  so  of  which  I  did  not  avail  myself,  all  that  goes  on  around  him  at  the  time.     I 

Dr.  Gooch  has  described  a  case  of  it,  as  he  saw  a  lady  last  year,  who  was  subject  to 

witnessed  the  disease  in  a  patient  who  suf-  these  attacks  of  imperfect  catalepsy ;  wbidi 

fered  j)uerpend  mania.     She  had  long  been  have  been  whimsically,  but  very  expressively, 

subject  to  the  common  forms  of  hysteria ;  called  also  attacks  of  day-mare.     From  her 

this  is  illustrative  of  what  I  have  often  men-  time   of  life,  her  habits,  and   some   other 

tioned,  viz.  the  consanguinity  of  these  ner-  points  in  the  history  of  the  disease,  I  con- 

vous  disorders.     It  had  become  nece^^ary  to  eluded  that  in  her  case  these  seizures  of  tem- 

confine  this  patient  in  a  straight  waistcoat ;  porary  loss  of  muscular  power  without  loss 

she  was   attended  by  Dr.  Gooch  and  Dr.  of  consciousness  were  dependant  upon  a  dts> 

Sutherland.     I  will  quote  Dr.  Gooch's  ac-  cased  state  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain, 

count  of  the  cataleptic  state;  for  it  is  au-  She  afterwards  consulted  Dr.  Chambers ;  and 

thentic  and  modem.     He  says,  '*  a  few  days  he  told  me  that  he  had  formed  the  same 

after  our  first  visit  we  were  summoned  to  opinion   of  the   nature   and   cause    of   the 

observe  a  remarkable  change  in  her  symp-  symptoms. 

toms  :  the  attendants  said  she  was  dying,  or  Exiacy. — In  what  is  called  extacy,  the 
in  a  trance.  She  was  lying  in  bed,  motion-  state  is  different.  The  patient  is  lost  to  all 
less,  and  apparently  senseless.  It  had  been  external  impressions;  but  wrapt  and  ab- 
said  that  the  pupils  were  dilated,  and  mo-  sorbed  in  some  object  of  the  imagination, 
tionless,  and  some  apprehensions  of  effusion  The  muscles  are  sometimes  relaxed ;  5ome- 
on  the  brain  had  been  entertained  ;  but  on  times  rigid  as  in  slight  tetanus :  but  the  loss 
coming  to  examine  them  closely,  it  was  of  voluntary  "power  over  them  b  not  corn- 
found  that  they  readily  contracted  when  the  plete  or  universal,  for  these  patients  often 
light  fell  upon  them ;  her  eyes  were  open,  speak  in  a  very  earnest  manner,  or  sing : 
but  no  rising  of  the  chesty  no  movement  of  they  are,  as  the  term  extasis  imports,  out  of 
the  nostrils,  no  appearance  of  respiration,  the  body  at  the  time,  wholly  engrossed  in 
could  be  seen ;  the  only  signs  of  life  were  some  high  contemplation.  This  state  is  not 
her  w^armth  and  pulse ;  the  latter  was,  as  uncommon  as  forming  a  part  of  religions  in- 
we  had  hitherto  observed  it,  weak,  and  sanity :  and  sometimes  it  runs  into  ordinarf 
about  120.  hysteria.     Nervous  and  susceptible  persons 

The  trunk  of  the  body  was  now  lifted,  so  are  apt   to  be  thrown    into    these  trances 

'  as  to  form  rather  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  under     the    influence    of    animal    magne- 

limbs  (a  most  uncomfortable  posture),  and  tism  :    and    grave   authors    assure  us  that 

there  left  with  nothing  to  support  it ;  there  the  intelligence  which  then  deserts  the  brain 

she  continued  sitting  while  we  were  asking  concentrates  itself  in  the  epigastrium ;   or  at 

questions   and   conversing ;    so   that   many  the  tips  of  the  fingers :  that  people  in  that  state 

minutes  must  have  passed.     One  arm  was  read  letters  which  are  placed  upon  their  sto- 

now  raised,  then  the  other;  and  where  they  mach;  answer,  oracularly,  enigmatical  qnes- 

were  left,  there  they  remained.     It  was  now  tions;  describeexactlytheirown  diseases;  and 

a  curious  sight  to  see  her,  sitting  up  in  bed,  even  foretel  future  events.      Credat  Jndsus 

her  eyes  open,  staring  lifelessly,  her  arms  Apella,  Non  ego.    I  take  for  granted  that  tiiey 

outstretched,  yet  without  any  visible  sign  of  who  were  in  tlie  habit  of  si)eaking,  a  few  year* 

animation.     She  was  very  thin  and  pallid,  since,  in  some  of  our  places  of  worship,  in  what 

and  looked  like   a  corpse  that  had   been  they  called  unknoum  tonguegj  were  either 

propped  up,  and  had  stiffened  in  this  atti-  gross  impostors,  who  deserved  to  be  public! j 

•tude.     We  now  took  her  out  of  bed,  placed  whipped,  or  persons  labouring  under  Ais 

her  upright,  and  endeavoured  to  rouse  her  disease,  and  wanting  physic.     Dr.  Copland 

by  calling  loudly  in  her  ears ;  but  in  vain,  mentions  a  curious  fact  in  connexion  with 

She  stood  up,  but  as  inanimate  as  a  statue,  this   subject.     He   saya  that  many  of  the 

The  slightest  push  put  her  ofl'  her  balance.  Italian    Improvisatori  are  in  possession  of 

No  exertion  was  made  to  regain  it.     She  their  peculiar  faculty  only  while  they  are  in 

would  have  fallen  if  I  had  not  caught  her.  a  state  of  extatic  trance ;  and  that  few  of 

She  went  into  this  state  three  several  them  enjoy  good  health,  or  consider  their 
times.  The  first  time  it  lasted  fourteen  gift  as  otherwise  than  something  morbid, 
hours,  the  second  time  twelve  hours,  and  I  repeat  that  I  can  add  nothing  respecting 
the  third  time  nine  hours ;  with  waking  the  pathology  or  the  management  of  these 
inter\'al8  of  two  days  after  the  first  fit,  and  diseases,  to  what  I  have  already  sfldd  in  refcr- 
one  day  after  the  second.  After  this  the  ence  to  the  whole  clara  to  which  they  bdong. 
disease  resumed  the  ordinary  form  of  melan- 
cholia ;  Rifd  three  months  from  the  time  of  Neuralgia. — Leaving  these  nervous  dn* 
her  delivery  she  was  well  enough  to  resume  orders,  in  which  the  (Unction  of  voluntary 
her  domestic  duties."  motion  is   so   curiously  modified;-  and  in 

There  is  a  minor  form  of  this  affection  which  there  sometimes  is  no  alteration  of 

described,  in  which  the  patient  is  incapable  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  sometimes  Tery 
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l^reat  distnrbanoe,  or  the  complete  aiupen-  dnction  of  nervouf  pain  by  irritatioii  ntnated 
rion  of  them ;  I  woald  beg  to  turn  yonr  in  a  diBtant  part.  Thus,  to  take  a  case  in 
attention  to  another  class  of  complaints,  in  point;  a  man  was  admitted  into  St.  Qeoii^e's 
which  the  nervons  system  is  still  the  part  Hospital  on  account  of  severe  pain  on  the 
principally  interested,  bnt  in  which  the  de-  inner  side  of  his  knee.  The  joint  was  care- 
Tiation  from  the  natural  state  is  manifested  fully  examined,  but  no  mark  of  disease 
Med  J  in  the  function  of  sensation; '  the  could  be  detected  in  it.  On  tracing  the  limb 
powers  of  thought,  and  of  voluntary  motion,  upwards,  however,  an  aneurism  of  &e  femoral 
being  searcely  tweeted,  or  not  affected  at  all.  artery,  as  big  as  an  orange,  was  discovered 
Complaints,  I  mean,  in  which  the  sensibility  in  the  thigh.  This  the  patient  thought  no- 
is  perverted,  and  augmented:  cases  of  ner-  thing  of;  his  only  concern  was  the  pain  in 
vons  pain.  We  have  considered  before  that  his  knee.  Sir  E.  Home  performed  the  usual 
modification  of  sensation  which  consists  in  operation  for  aneurism :  and  the  moment 
numbness,  or  anRsthesia,  i.  e.  in  the  diminu-  the  ligature  was  drawn  firmly  round  the 
tion  of  the  natural  sensibility,  or  its  total  artery  in  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  the 
privation.  We  have  noticed  also  incidentally  tumor  ceased  to  pulsate,  and  the  pain  in  the 
many  perversions  of  sensation ;  such  as  gid-  knee  ceased  also.  This  man  died  four  or 
diness,  nausea,  faintness,  and  the  like :  and  five  days  after  the  operation :  and  on  in- 
in  the  same  incidental  way  the  morbid  ej?-  spection  of  the  limb  after  his  death,  the 
tdiation  of  the  soisibility  which  is  called  aneurism  was  found  reduced  to  one-half  its 
pain,  has  come  before  us,  as  a  symptom  of  former  size;  and  some  branches  of  the  an- 
varions  other  diseases ;  of  inflammation,  and  terior  crural  nerve,  which  passed  over  it, 
of  hysteria.  Bot  there  are  diseases  which  and  which  must  have  been  kept  on  the 
joonsist  of  pain,  fnd  of  nothing  else,  that  stretch  previously  to  the  operation,  were 
we  can  perceive :  tthey  are  often  attended  by  seen  to  terminate  in  the  part  to  which  the 
no  inflammation,  no  detectible  diange  of  pain  had  been  referred  on  the  inside  of  the 
structure  in  the  painful  part,  no  fever,  knee.  There  is  just  such  another  case  related 
lliese  affections  are  included  under  the  by  Dr.  Denmark,  in  the  Iftfttico-CAimr^tea/ 
general  term,  neuralgia.  Now  pain  is  one  TVoiuac/tofW.  A  sailor  was  wounded  by  a 
of  the  things  which  we  are  oftenest  consulted  musket-ball  in  the  arm.  The  wound  healed ; 
about;  and  these  neuralgic  pains'  are  often,  but  the  patient  remained  affected  with  ago- 
excessively  severe  and  troublesome ;  and  it  nizing  pain,  beginning  in  the  extremities  of 
cannot  but  be  of  importance  to  understand  the  3iumb  and  fingers,  except  the  little 
what  has  been  ascertained  of  their  nature,  finger,  and  extending  up  the  forearm.  His 
and  causes,  and  capability  of  cure.  sufferings  were  so  great  that  he  willingly 

That  pain  is  owing  to  some  morbid  con-  submitted  to  have  the  limb  amputated ;  and 

dition,  or  to  some  irritation  of  a  nerve,  we  the  operation  gave  him  complete  and  imme- 

may  sometimes  know,  by  finding  that  it  dtate  relief.     When  the  amputated  limb  was 

occupies  exactly  the  course,  and  follows  the  dissected,  a  small  portion  of  lead,  which 

distribution   of  the  nerve.     But  when,  as  seemed  to  have  been  detached  from  the  ball 

often  happens,  the  pain  is  confined  to  a  cer-  when  it  struck  against  the  bone,  was  found 

tain  spot,  we  then  conclude  it  is  neuralgic,  imbedded  in  the  fibres  of  the  median  nerve, 
if  and  because  we  can  find  no  other  expla-        These  examples  teach  us,  when  we  receive 

nation  of  its  existence.  complaints  of  pain  in  any  part,  snd  can  dis- 

What  increases  the  difficulty  of  making  cover  no  cause  of  pain  in  the  part  itself,  to 

out  the  cause  and  origin  of  these  nervous  look  for  some  possible  source  of  irritation  in 

pains,  is  that  they  may  be  produced  by  some  the  trunk  of  die  nerve,  from  which  the  part 

source  of  irritation  situated  at  a  distance  in  question  is  supplied  with  nervous  fibrils, 
from  the  part  in  which  the  pain  is  felt.     It        But  the  source  of  irritation  may  be  farther 

may  be  placed  in  the  brain  itself,  or  in  the  back  than  this :  it  may  depend  upon  a  dis- 

spinal  cord ;  or  in-  the  trunk  of  the  nerve  eased  state  of  the  spinal  marrow,  or  of  the 

that  supplies  the  affeeted  part;  or  in  one  of  brain.     Of  this  we  have  had  so  many  exam- 

the  branches  of  the  same  trunk,  which  branch  plea  before  us  already,  that  I  need  not  seek 

is*di8tributed  to  another  part.    If  you  strike  for  any  new  illustrations  of  it. 
the  inaide  of  the  elbow  in  a  certain  way,  so        Sometimes,  again,  irritetion  applied  in  the 

that  the  blow  lights  upon  the  uhiar  nerve,  a  course,  or  at  th^  extremity,  of  one  branch  of 

peculiar  tingling  sensation  is  fislt  in  the  little  a  nerve,  vHU  give  rise  to  pain  at  the  extre« 

finger :  that  b,  not  in  the  part  struck,  but  mity  of  another  branch  of  the  same  nerve, 

in  the  sentient  extremity  of  the  same  nerve;  The  sensation  appears  to  be  reflected,  as  it 

and  the  same  thing  happens  continually  in  were,  along  the  branch  which  is  not,  directly, 

disease.    There  is  an  excellent  paper  on  this,  the  subject  of  the  irritation.    Thus  filaments 

subject,  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  published  of  the  phrenic  nerve  penetrate  the  diaphragm 

inoneof  the  earlier  volumes  of  the  Mbdical  and  communicate  with  the  ganglia  that  lie 

Oazstts,  in  which  he  has  collected  nnme-  around  the  cnliac  artery ;  other  filaments  are 

rous  and  striking  illustrations  of  the  pro-  distributed  to  some  of  the  muscles  about  the 
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shoulder ;  and  in  this  way  has  been  explained  the  living  patient,   or  in  the  dead  body 

the  well-known  fact,  that  diaeaae  or  irritation  which  throws  the  smallest  light  npon  the 

of  the  liTer  is  yery  apt  to  be  accompanied  cause  of  the  neuralgia. 

with  pain  in  the  shoulder.  Now  with  respect  to  those  neuralgic  psdns. 

Thus  also  we  have  pain  in  the  glans  penis,  for  which  we  can  discover  no  adequate  cause, 

firom  the  irritation  of  the  bladder,  produced  either  in  any  diseased  structure,  or  in  any 

by  a  stone  there :  pain  of  the  thigh  and  tes-  diseased  action  of  the  blood-vessels,  there  are 

tide,  from  irritation  of  the  kidney :  pain  in  certain  general  facts  observable  which  I  will 

the  left  arm,  from  disease  of  the  heart :  pain  mention  before  I  specify  any  particular  forms 

in  the  feet,  from  stricture  and  irritation  of  of  neuralgia.    They  occur  in  all  parts  of  the 

the  urethra.  body ;  but  they  jore  more  frequent  about  the 

Hiere  are  many  pains  also,  plainly  enough  head  than  in  any  other  part ;  and  next  of  all, 

connected  with  irritation  of  distant  parts,  probably,  in  the  abdomen.     In  the  head,  or 

although  no  other  nervous  connexion  can  be  face,  the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves 

traced  between  the  parts,  except  that  which  are  very  frequently  the  seat  of  neuralgia ;  and 

is  afforded  by  the  brain,  or  spinal  cord.     In  to  such  pain  in  that^  situation  the  name  of 

such  cases  we  must  suppose  that  the  morbid  ^e    douiourewp  is  generally  given.      Hie 

impression  travels  to  the  brain  or  cord,  and  paioful  affection  called  Aemieraiita  is  another 

then  the  sensation  is  referred  to  the  part  af-  example  of  neuralgia  of  the  head.      Certain 

fected  through  another  nervous  chumel  of  forms  of  angina  pectorig,  and  of  gtutrodynim, 

communication.  Dr .  WoUaston  was  accustom-  seem  to  belong  to  the  same  class  of  disorders : 

ed  to  relate  the  following  story  of  himself,  and  aciatiea — ^which  depends  on  different 

He  had  eaten  some  ice-cream  after  dinner  causes  in  different  cases — is  often  racier  a 

one  day ;  and  his  stomach  did  not  seem  to  neuralgic  than  a  rheumatic-  pain.     I  have 

be  capable  of  digesting  it.   Some  time  after-  stated  that  the  pains  sometimes  follow  the 

wards,  when  he  had  left  the  dinner  table  for  track  of  certain  nerves ;  but  this  is  not,  I 

the  drawing  room,  he  found  himself  rendered  think,  very  common.     Inflammation  of  the 

lame  by  a  violent  pain  in  one  ankle.     Sud-  nerve,  or  of  its  investments,  generally  causes 

denly  he  became  sick,  the  ice-cream  was  pain  having  that  property:   but  the  truly 

vomited,  and  instantaneous  relief  of  the  pain  nervous  pains  are  much  better  characterized 

followed  its  ejection  from  the  stomach.    **  A  by  the  suddenness  with  which  they  oome  on, 

gentleman  (says  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie)  awoke  and  the  suddenness  with  which  Uiey  some- 

in  the  middle  of  the  night,  labouring  under  times  go  off  also ;  by  their  intermittence  in 

a  severe  pain  in  one  foot.    At  the  same  time  many  cases,  and  Uie  regularity  of  the  period 

certain  other  sensations,  to  which  he  was  at  which  Uiey  often,  though  not  alw^, 

not  unaccustomed,  indicated  the  existence  of  return ;  by  the  total  absence  (in  most  cases) 

an  unusual  quantity  of  acid  in  the  stomach,  of  heat  and  swelling,  and  often  of  tendemew 

To  relieve  tiie  latter  he  swallowed  a  lai^  too,  when  they  are  external,  and  of  febrile 

dose  of  alkaline  medicine.     Immediately  on  symptoms  when    they  are    internal,    even 

the  acid  in  the  stomach  having  been  thus  although  their  intensity  be  extreme ;  by  their 

neutralized,  .the  pain  in  the  foot  left  him."  apparent  dependance,  in  numerous  instances. 

The  lesson  that  we  learn  from  all  these  upon  sudden  changes  of  the  weather ;  by 
facts  is  this :  that  when  we  can  find  no  ex-  their  occurring  chiefly  in  persons  of  a  nervous 
planation  of  a  pain  in  the  very  spot  in  which  temperament,  in  whom  the  health  is  other- 
it  is  felt,  we  should  look  for  some  condition  wise  disordered ;  and  by  their  frequently 
that  may  explain  it  in  the  trunk  of  the  nerve  abating  under  tonic  remedies,  or  what  are 
supplying  that  part;  or  in  the  parts  supplied  called  spedfios,  rather  than  under  antiphlo- 
by  other  branches  of  the  same  nerve;  or  (if  gistic  treatment  (Alison's  Outlines),  There 
we  are  still  unsuccessful)  we  look  for  other  is  another  circumstance,  characteristic  of 
indications  of  disease  in  the  brain  or  spinal  these  pains,  which  has  been  mentioned  by 
marrow :  and  if  these  be  wanting,  we  should  Sir  Boijamin  Brodie,  and  I  do  not  know 
extend  our  search,  and  enquire  whether  there  that  the  same  thing  has  been  noticed  by 
be  any  intelligible  disorder  or  cause  of  irri-  other  writers.  Thato  pains  are  olten  sns- 
tation  elsewhere,  which  operating  through  pended  by  sleep.  **  A  person  suffering 
the  medium  of  the  brain  or  spinal  cord,  may  from  tic  douloureux  in  the  face  may  for  a 
have  occasioned  the  sympathetio  paizf  of  time  be  prevented  from  falling  asleep,  but, 
'  which  our  patient  complains.  if  once  askep,  his  sleep  is  likely  to  be  sound 

I  say  we  should  institute  this  search,  be*  and  uninterrupted  for  manv  hours."     He 

oanae,  if  it  be  successful,  it  may  teach  us,  on  says  that  though  there  may  be  exceptions  to 

the  one  hand,  that  the  cause  of  the  pain  is  this  rule,  they  are  comparstivdy  rare.    Now 

fixed  and  irremediable ;  or,  on  the  other,  it  this,  you  will  observe,  is  quite  analogous  to 

may  enable  us  by  some  simple  and  obvious  what  takes  place  in  cwtain  spasmodic  affSM- 

expedient  to  cure  the  pain.    But  sometimes  tions  of  the  muscles  also.    Tlie  jactitations 

we  shall  be  quite  dissppointed  in  aU  this  of  chorea  are  almost  always  suspended  during 

seeking.    We  shall  find  nothing,  either  in  sleep.    It  is  the  same  with  tiie  spasmodic 
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wry  neck,   in  which  the  involuntary  con-  douloureux^  and  which  is  situated  in   the 

traction  of   some  muscle,    commoi^y  the  facial  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves, 

stemo-cleido  mastoideus,   drags    the    chin  which,  as  you  know,  are  nerves  of  sensation : 

ronnd,  and  the  head  awry.     Persons  affected  and  it  is  usually  restricted  to  one  of  the 

with  that  sort  of  deformity  when  awake,  three  branches    that    emerge    severally  to 

have  their  necks  flexible  enough,  I  beHeve,  supply  the  parts  in  their  neighbourhood, 

while  they  are  sleeping.  Sometimes  two,  sometimes  all  of  them  are 

I  mentioned  just  now  one  character  of  implicated.       The    middle    one    of    these 

these  neuralgic  pains,  viz.  the  total  absence  branches,   the  infra-orbitary,  is,  I  believe, 

in  most  cases,  when  they  occupy  the  surface,  the  most  commonly  affected  in  the  severer 

of  heat,  redness,   swelling,   or  tenderness ;  forms  of  the  complaimt.     The  torture  occa- 

and  I  said  in  most  ceuetf  because  tiiere  are  sioned  by  this  dreadful  malady  is  sometimes 

unquestionably   exceptions  to  this.     After  excessive.      The  sufferers  speak  of   it  as 

these  pains  have  been  long-continued  and  anguish  that  is  scarcely  endurable  ;  and  yon 

intense,  they  may  give  rise  even  to  a  mo-  see,  in  their  quivering  features  and  restiess 

derate  d^^ree  of  inflammation  of  the  part ;  Umbs,  that  the  acute  bodily  pang  is,  indeed, 

which  will  become  tender  to    the  touch,  hard  to  bear. 

manifestly  vascular,  and  even  swollen  a  When  the  uppermost  branch  of  the  tri- 
little.  "  In  a  gentleman,"  mentioned  by  facial  nerve  is  the  seat  of  the  complaint. 
Sir  B.  Brodie,  "  who  suffered  for  a  great  the  pain  generally  shoots  from  the  spot 
length  of  time  what  was  regarded  as  a  most  where  the  nerve  issues  through  the  super- 
severe  tic  douloureux  in  the  face,  at  first  the  ciliary  hole ;  and.it  involves  the  parts  a4)a- 
parts  to  which  the  pain  was  referred  retained  cent,  upon  which  the  fibrils  of  the  nerve 
their  natural  appearance,  but  ultimately  they  are  distributed  $  the  forehead,  the  brow,  the 
became  swollen,  from  an  effusion  of  serum  upper  lid,  sometimes  the  eyeball  itself, 
into  the  cellular  texture,  and  so  exquisitely  llie  eye  is  usually  closed  during  the  paroxysm, 
tender  that  they  could  not  bear  the  slightest  and  the  skin  of  the  forehead  on  that  side 
touch.  In  a  patient  who  had  laboured  for  corrugated.  The  neighbouring  arteries 
some  time  under  pain  in  the  testicle,  depend-  throb,  and  a  copious  gush  of  tears  takes 
ing  on  a  calculus  passing  down  the  ureter  place.  In  some  instances  the  eye  becomes 
into  the  bladder,  the  testicle  became  tender  blood-shotten  at  each  attack ;  and  when  the 
and  connderably  swelled."  attacks  are  frequently  repeated,  this  injection 

Hie  attacks  of  neuralgia  may  recur  at  in-  of  the  conjunctiva  may  become  permanent, 
tervals  of  a  few  seconds  only ;  or  they  may        When  the  pain  depends  upon  a  morbid 

take  place  daily,  or  every  other  day  ;  or  they  condition,  or  morbid  action,  of  the  middle 

may  be  separated  by  much  longer  intervals,  branch  of  the  nerve,  it  is  sometimes  quite 

regular  or  irregular.     Sometimes  there  is  sudden  in  its  accession,  and  sometimes  comes 

continual  pain,  but  it  is  wonderfully  exalted  on  rather  more  gradually ;    being  preceded 

and  aggravated  by  fits.     It  is  sometimes  de-  by  a  tickling  or  pricking  sensation  of  the 

scribed  as  being  sharp,  and  sudden,  and  like  cheek,  and  by  twitches  of  the  lower  eyelid, 

an  electric  shock  in  its  momentary  duration ;  These  symptoms  are  shortly  followed  by  pain 

sometimes  it  is  attended  by  a  feeling  of  con-  at  the  infra-orbitary  foramen,  spreadiAg  in 

strictiott  and  cramp,  although  no  muscular  severe  flashes  (so  to  speak)  over  the  cheek, 

contraction  accompanies  it.     I  suppose  that  affecting  the  lower  eyelid,  ala  nasi,  and  upper 

is  one   reason  why  such  pain  is  so  oftei^  lip,  and  often  terminating  abruptly  at  the 

spoken  of,  even  by  medical  men,  and  almost  mesial  line  of  the  face.     Sometimes  it  ex- 

always  by  the  vulgar,  as  spasm.    Whenever  tends  to  the  teeth,  the  antrum,  the  hard  and 

a  patient  tells  me  he  has  spasms  here  or  soft  palate,  and  even  to  the  base  of  the 

there,  I  am  obliged  to  request  that  he  will  tongue,  and  induces  spasmodic  contractions 

expUdn  himself  fiirther.     I   want  to  know  of  the  muscles  of  the  &ce. 
how  he  construes  spasm ;  and  nine  times  out        When  the  pain  is  referable  to  the  inferior 

of  ten  I  find  that  he  intends  a  sudden  and  maxillary  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves, 

sharpish,  and  generally  a  transitory  attack  of  it  darts  from  the  mental  foramen,  radiating 

pmn :    whereas  spasm  really  signifies,   and  to  the  lips,  the  alveolary  processes,  the  teeth, 

ought  to  be  restricted  to,  involuntary  mns-  the  chin,  and  to  the  side  of  the  tongue.     It 

cnlar  contractions.     When  a  mediod  man  often  stops  exactly  at  the  symphysis  of  the 

prints  a  case  in  which  he  states  that  spasms  chin.     Frequently  it  extends  in  the  other 

occurred  in  such  or  such  a  part,  it  is  im-  direction  to  the  whole  cheek,  and  to  the  ear. 

possible  to  tell  what  he  means,  unless  that  During  the  paroxysm  the  features  are  liable 

term  is  explained  by  the  context.     Pray  to  be  distorted  by  spasmodic  action  of  the 

avoid  this  inexactness.  muscles  of  the  face,  amounting  sometimes  to 

Tie  douloureuT, — The  most  common  of  tetanic  rigidity,  and  holding  the  jaw  fixed 

these  neuralgic  pains,  as  1  have  said,  is  that  and  immoveable, 
which  has   been  called,    irar*    t^ox^i^t   f>c        The  paroxysms  of  suffering  in  this  fright- 
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fnl  disease  are  apt  to  be  brought  on  by  matdy  died  of  apoplexy.     Wben  Us  haai 

apparently  trivial  causes ;  by  a  slight  touch,  was  examined  after  death,  the  os  frontis  was 

by  a  current  of  air  blowing  upon  the  face,  by  a  found  to  be  unusually  thick,   and  on  the 

sudden  jar  or  shake  of  the  bed  in  which  the  falciform  process  of  the  dura  mater,  at  a 

patient  is  lying,  by  a  knock  at  the  door,  or  little  distance  from  the  crista  galli,  a  small 

eyen  by  directing  the  patient's  attention  to  osseous  substance  was  discovered,  nearly  half 

his  malady  by  speaking  of  it,  and  asking  him  an  inch  long,   and  almost  as  broad.     Sir 

questions  about  it.      This  was  remarkably  Henry  Halford  has  recorded  several  other 

manifest  in  a  patient  who  came  into  the  instances  in  which  the  disease  was  connected 

hospital  under  my  care  for  another  com-  with  some  morbid  condition  of  the  bones  of 

plaint ;    but  who  had  for  some  time  been  the  head  or  face. 

subject  to  tic  douloureux.    The  necessary  Now  tic  douloureux  is  one  of  those  com- 
movements  of  the  face  in  speaking,  or  eating,  phiints  for  the  cure  of  which  there  exists  a 
are  often  sufficient  to  provoke  or  renew  the  number  of  specific  remedies.     But  what  I 
paroxysm.     At  the  same  time  firm  pressure  have  been  stating  of  this  disease  will  suffice 
made  upon  the  painful  part  frequently  gives  to  convince  you  that,  as  it  depends  upon 
relief,  and  causes  a  sense  of  numbness  to  take  different  causes  in  different  persons,  it  is 
the  place  of  the  previous  agony.  absurd  to  expect  that  any  single  drug — or 
Tliis  fearful  disorder  occurs  most  com-  even  one  plan   of  treatment — will  always 
monly  in  persons  who    exhibit,  in    other  remove  it.     Our  first  care,  in  every  example 
respects,  the  signs  of  an  unsound,  or  dis-  of  it  that  comes  before  us,  must  be  to  in* 
ordered,  or  debilitated  system.     It  is  more  vestigate  all  the  particulars  of  the  case.     We 
apt  to  fasten  upon  those  who  are  pale,  and  must  not  be  satisfied  with  learning  that  the 
astiienic,  and  upon  individuals  whose  powers  complaint  is  tic  douloureux,  and  then  go  on 
have  been  broken  by  advancing  years.     It  is  prescribing  one  after  another  the  reputed 
not  unfrequentiy  attended  with  some  obvious  specifics  for  tic  douloureux.     It  may  happen 
disorder  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  ceases  that  the  origin  of  the  disease  is  plain,  and 
or  is  mitigated  when  that  disorder  is  cor-  the  remedy  obvious.     W^e  must  endeavour 
rected.     Sometimes  it  is  clearly  connected  to  make  out  whatever  is  amiss  in  the  system 
with  a  disposition  to  rheumatic  affections ;  at  large,  or  in  the  state  of  particular  fimc- 
coming  on  in  persons  who  suffer  rheumatism  tions.    Very  rarely,  I  believe,  tic  douloureux 
in  other  parts,  and   even  alternating  with  is  dependant  upon  a  condition  of  general 
rheumatism  in  other  textures.     It  is  observed  plethora.     Mr.  John  Scott  gives  the  case  of 
to  be  common  among  fishermen,  and  the  in-  a  gentieman  who  suffered  severely  from  it 
habitants  of  marshy  districts  :  and  in  some  for  some  time ;    at  length  he  had  an  attack 
of  these  sufferers  it  may  be  attributable  to  of  apoplexy,  and  for  this  last  disorder  he  was 
their  habitual  exposure  to  cold  and  moisture ;  largely  bled,  and  the  bleeding  seemed  to  cure 
and  this  nerve,  lying  superficially,  and  being  the  neuralgia.      Much  more  frequentiy  we 
unprotected  by  any  wtifidal  covering,   is  find  evidence  of  a  feeble  or  a  shattered  state 
more  likely,  perhaps,  for  that  reason,  to  be  of  the  system  ;  debility  and  paleness :   and 
affected  by  vicissitudes  of  temperature ;  but  then  we  may  expect  to  do  good  by  the  treat- 
In  many  of  these  cases  the  disease  seems  to  ment    so    strongly  recommended   by  Mr. 
be  produced  by  the  maktriat  which  is  pre-  Hutchinson,  viz.  by  giving  the  carbonate  of 
Talent  in  those  situations.    The  paroxysms  iron.    Tliis  remedy  has  been  put  largely  to 
are  then  not  only  intermittent,  but  periodical,  the  test,   since  Mr.   Hutchinson  wrote  in 
and  they  will  frequenUy  yield  to  the  remedies  commendation  of  it,  by  Dr.  Elliotson,  and 
which  have  been  ascertained  to  be  specific  subsequentiy    by    others.       Dr.    Elliotson 
against  ague  and  its  various  modifications,  states  it  as  the  result  of  his  experience  that, 
Sometimes  the  &cial  neuralgia  is  evidentiy  "  in  all  cases  of  neuralgia,  whether  exquisite 
dependant  upon  some  general  state  of  the  or  not,  unaccompanied  by  inflammation,  or 
system ;  for  it  will  cease  in  the  face,  and  fix  evident  existing   cause,   iron    is    the    best 
itself  in  some  other  place ;  and  in  this  way  remedy.''      I  have   already  explained  the 
it  n^ay  come  to  occupy  several  distant  parts  manner  of  administering  the  carbonate  of 
of  the  body  in  succession.    There  are  other  iron,  the  doses  in  which  it  may  be  given,  and 
cases  again  in  which  the  disease  has  a  local  the  limits  within  which  I  should  be  inclined 
origin,  and  results  from  some  diseased  bone,  to  restrict  the  doses.     Sih  Benjamin  Brodie 
or  exostosis,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  thinks  it  probable  that  the  carbonate  of  iron 
painful  spot.      The    late    Dr.    Pemberton  proves  beneficial  by  its  mechanical  operation 
afforded  a  well-known  example  of  this.     He  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  intestines  :  but 
was  seized  with  tic  douloureux  in  the  very  I  should  rather  ascribe  its  good  effect  to  the 
senith  of  his  reputation,  and  when  he  was  well-known  property  of  preparations  of  iron, 
in  the  fullest  practice  of  his  profession  in  to  give  firmness  to  the  nervous  system ; 
this  town.    It  completely  ruined  him :  com-  apparentiy  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  red 
peUed  him  to  give  up  business.    He  ulti-  blood  that  circulates  in  it.    Howeveri  it  la 
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of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  state  of  inefficient  when  the  local  pain  results  from 

the  digestive  organs  should  be  attended  to.  constitutional  onuses  that  are  unredressed,  or 

Mr.  Abemethy  used  to  relate,  in  his  lectures,  perhaps  incurable.     Yet  even  then  topical 

many  instances  of  tic  which   he   had  been  measures  may  soothe  the  pain  for  a  while. 

Boocessful  in  curing  by  measures  which  were  One  of  these  topical  expedients,    which 

solely  directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  promised  well  when  first  thought  of,  is  the 

stomach  and  bowels.     He  had  a  notion,  that  division  of  the  trunk  of  the  painful  nerve, 

in  patients  who  suffer  under  this  disorder,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  nervous  communication, 

there   were  always   two   functions    wrong  ;  through  that  main  channel  at  least,  between 

those   of  the  nervous  system   on   the   one  the  painful  part  and  the  brain.     This  was 

handy  those  of  the  digestive  system  on  the  originally  proposed  by  Dr.  Hais^hton,  and 

other.     And  I  am  sure  you  will  commonly  was  at  first  attended  with  some  little  sucros; 

find  indications  of  a  faulty  state  of  both  these  but  in  a  great  number  of  instances  it  has 

systems.      **  The   two,"    he   used    to   say,  signally  failed,  as  indeed  might  have  been 

"  were  the  common  parents  of  a  numerous  exj)ecteJ.      In   Dr.    Pemberton's   case   the 

progeny  of  very  dissimilar  local  diseases.    In  several  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  were  cut  by 

tic  douloureux,  you  must  seek  to  put  the  Sir   Astley  Cooper :    but  in  vain.      WHbcn 

digestive  organs  right,  or  to  soothe  the  ner-  there  is  any  reason  to  think  that  the  disease 

vous  system,  according  as  the  one  or  the  has  a  constitutional  origin,  or  a  local  dhiant 

other   may  seem   to   be   the   principal  and  origin,  the  division,  or  even  the  excision,  of  a 

primary  cmise  of  the  disease.     Take  away  partof  the  nerve  must  be  perfectly  useless:  it 

one  of  the  parents,  and  there  will  be  no  more  would  be  as  reasonable  (as  Mr.  Abemethy 

propagation."  has   obsei-ved)    to   expect  to  cure  gout  by 

In  these  cases,  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  cutting  the  nerve  that  goes  to  the  great  toe  : 

digestive  apparatus  may  be  marked  by  ob-  or  to  perform  castration  with  the  view  of 

vious  signs ;  a  furred  tongue,  loss  of  appe-  remedying  that  pain  in  the  testicle  which  is 

tite,  costive  bowels :  or  it  may  reveal  itself  apt  to  be   produced   by  the   passage   of  a 

by  no  other  symptoms  than  the  pain.     It  calculus  through  the  ureter.      Nevertheless 

may  depend  upon  the  mere  presence  of  acid  there  are  cases,  in  which  the  division  of  the 

in  the  stomach.      Dr.   Rigby  tells   us  that  nei*ve,  or  some  other  surgical  operation,  is 

having  suffered  in  his  own  ))erson  an  intense  required.     If  you  can  make  out  that  there  is 

attack  of  tic  douloureux,  which  opium  did  any  tumor  pressing  upon  or  adherent  to  some 

not  assuage,  he  swallowed,  at  the  suggestion  part  of  the  nerve — or  if  some  foreign  body, 

of  a  friend,  somie  carbonate  of  soda  dissolved  as  a  splinter,  or  a  shot,  should  be  asccr- 

in  water.     The  effect  wss  almost  immediate  :  tained  to  be  in  contact  with  the  surface  of 

carbonic  acid   was  eructated,  and  the  pain  the  nerve,  or  to  be  entangled  in  its  substance 

quickly  abated.      More  often  the  cause  of  — the  tumor  or  the  foreign  body  may  be 

oSence  appears  to  lie  in  some  part  of  the  removed  by  the  knife,  with  the  strong  ex- 

intestines ;  and  purgatives  do  good.      Sir  pectation  that  a  cure  will  be  thus  effected. 

C.  Bell — <lrawing  a  bow   at  a    venture —  And  if  this  cannot  be  done,  or  if  the  nerve 

achieved  the  cure  of  a  patient,  upon  whom  itself  be  altered  .in  structure,  either  from  dis. 

much  previous  treatment  had  been  expended  ease  or  injury,  (I  am  referring  now  to  neu- 

iu  vain»  by  some  pills  composed  of  cathartic  ralgia  in  general,  and  not  merely  to  that  in 

extract,    croton    oil,   and  galbanum.      He  which  tlie  facial  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of 

mixes  one,  or  two,  drops  of  the  oleum  tiglii,  nerves  are  implicated),  under  those  circum- 

with  a  drachm  of  the  compound  extract  of  stances  it  will  become  a  very  proper  subject 

eolocynth;  and  gives  five  grains  of  this  mass,  of  deliberation  whether  the  nerve  should  be 

with  ten  grains  of  the  compound  galbanum  divided,  or  the  limb  amputated, 

pill,  at  b^-time.     I  mention  the  exact  pro-  In  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  there 

portions  and  dose,  because  other  cases  have  is  a  case  described  by  Mr.  Jeffries,  of  a  vio- 

been  since  reported,  both  by  Sir  Charles  and  lent  facial  neuralgia,  cured  by  the  removal 

cithers,  in  which  the  same  prescription  was  of  a  small  fragment  of  china,  whidh  had  been 

followed  by  the  same  success.  lodging  there  for  14  years.  And  Mr.  Descot 

When  the  disease  occurs  in  a  rheumatic  mentions  an  instance  in  which  a  very  severe 

individual,  and  especially  when,  as  is  some-  affection  of  10  years'  standing  was  removed 

times  the  case,  it  alternates  with  rheuma-  by  the  extraction  of  a  carious  tooth.     I  saw, 

tism  of  other  tissues,   the  remedies  which  not  many  days  ago,  a  young  woman  whose 

have  been  found  useful  in  rheumatism  de-  finger  had  been  amputated  for  very  acute 

serve  a  fair  trial :   guaiacum  ;    colchicum  ;  neuralgic  pain  which  she  had  suffered  in  it ; 

palomel  and  opium.  and  the  amputation  had  been  successful  in 

When  all  has  been  done  that  can  be  done  liberating  her  from  that  pain, 

towards  restoring  or  improving  the  general  Sometimes  we  may  hope  to  afford  relief 

health,  we  may  turn  our  thoughts  to  local  to  the  buffering  patient  by  means  which  tend 

remedies.     It  is  plain  that  th/^  must  be  to  remove  or  lessen  the  exciting  cause  of  the 
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paroxysm^.  Of  this- 1  may  mention  one  dessert-ipoonMofbeefoteatwicemday.  lUi 
remarkable  extunple,  which  fell  in  part  under  was  continued  for  four  days  without  pro- 
my  own  observation ;  although  I  had  nothing  ducing  any  return  of  the  pain.  A  amall 
to  do  with  the  treatment.  I  was  asked,  a  piece  of  fish  was  then  allowed,  and  after- 
few  years  ago,  by  a  friend,  to  go  with  him  wards  some  chicken  ;  and  proceeding  thus 
to  call  upon  a  relation  of  his,  who  laboured,  cautiously,  in  the  course  of  a  month  i&e  was 
he  said,  under  tic  douloureux :  he  did  not  able  to  eat  and  drink  any  thing,  without 
wish  me  to  see  her  professionally,  but  was  the  slightest  inconvenience, 
desirous  that  I  should  witness  what  he  con-  I  should  state,  however,  that  some  time 
sidered  an  extraordinary  complaint.  I  saw  afterwards  the  neuralgia  returned  in  another 
a  young  girl,  about  12  or  13  years  old,  very  situation,  and  affected  the  left  knee:  and 
pde  and  delicate,  lying  on  a  sofa ;  and  I  this  was  remedied  by  a  different  mode  of 
learned  from  her  and  from  her  mother  that  treatment.  Sh»  is  since  dead, 
she  was  subject  to  the  most  excruciating  When  other  means  fail,  or  in.  conjunction 
agony  in  one  side  of  her  face  and  neck.  The  with  other  means,  local  applications  to  the 
pain  came  on  whenever  she  swallowed  any  affected  part  may  be  tried.  Belladomui  will 
thing :  the  action  of  deglutition  proved  in-  sometimes  materially  palliate  the  pain ;  so 
variably  the  exciting  cause  of  the  torment,  will  opium :  but  within  the  last  few  years  a 
She  was  at  that  time  under  the  care  of  a  new  anodyne  has  been  brought  into  use ; 
practitioner  who  had  desired  that  she  might  and  it  really  seems  to  have  beoi  of  essential 
eat  mutton-chops  three  or  four  times  a  day.  service  in  several  instances  of  thu  most 
Of  course  this  was  a  sentence  full  of  misery  painful  disorder  :  I  allude  to  aeoniiine :  the 
to  her  ;  but  so  desirous  was  she  to  get  rid  of  active  principle  of  the  monkshood.  The 
her  disease,  that  she  resolved  steadily  to  fol-  property  belonging  to  this  plant,  of  benumb- 
low  the  directions  that  were  enjoined.  This  ing  sensation,  has  long  been  known.  Sir 
plan  was  to  be  tried  for  at  least  a  month ;  Benjamin  Brodie  found  many  yean  ago 
after  that  time,  if  she  were  no  better,  her  that  after  chewing  its  leaves,  a  remaikable 
mother  had  resolved  to  consult  another  numbness  of  the  lips  was  left,  which  lasted 
practitioner  who  had  been  much  recom-  some  hours.  We  may  understand  therefore 
mended  to  her.  I  should  say  that  she  had  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  aconitine  upon 
already  consulted  a  great  number  of  medical  a  part  of  which  the  sensibility  is  unduly 
men  ;  for  the  malady  had  existed  nearly  two  exalted.  It  is  only  very  recently  tiiat  pore 
years.  At  the  end  of  the  month  she  was  aconitine  has  been  procured ;  and  oonse- 
worse  than  at  the  beginning ;  and  the  new  quently  it  has  not  yet  been  very  ezteosivdy 
practitioner,  Mr.  Pennington,  was  called  in.  employed,  and  the  less  so  on  account  of  its 
He  acted,  like  a  man  of  sense  and  sagacity,  very  high  price :  but  what  expcMence  wn 
upon  the  fact  that  the  act  of  swallowing  have  of  it,  as  a  benumber  of  pain,  is  highly 
always  gave  rise  to  the  pain ;  and  he  advised  encouraging.  It  has  been  of  singular  bCTefit 
that  she  should  not  attempt  to  swallow  for  24  to  a  surgeon  who  formerly  lived  in  Charter- 
hours.  That  period  passed  without  any  house  Square,  and  whose  case  is  well  known, 
return  of  the  pain ;  but  it  immediately  re-  I  believe,  to  the  profession.  Mr.  Spry  had 
curred  upon  her  eating  a  morsel  of  bread,  suffered  greatly,  for  eight  years,  under  very 
The  result  of  this  experiment,  however,  acute  neuralgia  affecting  the  parts  supplied 
encouraged  him  to  hope  that  the  morbid  by  the  .lowermost  or  mental  branch  of  tfao 
habit  might  be  broken  through  by  a  suffi-  fifth  pair  of  nerves.  After  exhanstiB^ 
ciently  long  abstinence  from  swallowing,  almost  every  expedient  that  ever  has  been 
And  as  she  had  been  subjected  to  a  great  reoommendeid  for  tic  douloureux,  except  that 
variety  of  fruitless  treatment,  he  gave  her  no  of  dividing  the  nerve,  he  was  induced  to 
medicine,  but  advised  that  she  should  refrain  make  trial  of  the  aconitine.  It  was  mixed 
altogether  from  taking  food  or  drink  by  the  witii  cerate,  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to 
mouth.  Nourishing  injections  composed  of  one  drachm,  and  a  small  portion  of  tUs  wai 
beef  tea,  with  an  egg  beat  up  in  it,  or  of  smeared  over  the  track  of  the  painAil  nerve 
milk,  were  thrown  into  the  rectum,  two  or  once  or  twice  a  day  for  six  days.  By  tiiat 
three  times  a  day.  This  plan  was  persisted  time  he  had  entirely  lost  the  pain.  He  stateSt 
in  for  a  longer  time  than  I  should  have  sup-  I  understand,  that  the  application  of  the 
posed  she  could  have  endured  it.  No  nutri-  ointment  produced  a  sense'  of  numbness, 
ment  whatever  was  taken  by  the  mouth  for  which  continued  for  12  or  18  hours.  I>r« 
five  weeks  and  three  days,  and  no  paroxysm  Hue,  who  first  told  me  of  Mr.  Spry's  case, 
of  pain  occurred.  At  the  end  of  that  period  told  me  at  the  same  time  that  he  knew  of 
the  pulse  sank  suddenly,  from  between  70  two  others  in  which  the  same  applicatiaii 
and  80,  to  35  beats  in  a  minute ;  and  there-  bad  been  equally  sucoessftd.  This  encouraged 
upon  Mr.  Pennington  thought  he  had  carried  me  to  try  it  upon  my  patient,  whom  I  men« 
his  experiment  far  enough ;  and  deemed  tioned  before,  and  who  happened  at  thai 
it  advisable  to  ad  minister  by  the  mouth  a  tune  to  be  in  the  hospital.     I  bought  fivo 
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grains  of  the  aoonitme  at  Monon's,  in  Sonth-  which  is  very  common,  very  distressing,  and 
ampton  Row,  where  I  knew  it  would  be  under  ordinary  treatment  sometimes  very 
genuine,  for  ten  shillings.  One-third  of  a  intractable.  It  is  called  often  a  rheumatic 
drachm  of  ointment,  containing  one -third  of  pain  ;  it  occupies  the  lower  part  of  the  face, 
a  grain  of  the  alkaloid,  was  smeared  two  or  the  jaw  principally,  and  the  patient  cannot 
three  times  a  day  over  my  patient's  face,  say  exacUy  whereabouts  it  is  most  intense. 
and  the  attacks  presently  diminished  in  in-  It  is  often  thought  to  proceed  from 
tensity,  and  in  a  few  days  ceased  altogether,  toothache,  and  bad  or  suspected  teeth  are 
He  soon  after  left  the  hospital,  so  that  I  extracted,  but  with  no  good  effect.  Now  I 
cannot  tell  whether  the  cure  was  permanent,  allude  to  this  for  the  sake  of  saying  that 
I  presume  it  was  so,  as  he  did  not  return,  some  years  ago  I  was  told  by  an  experienced 
The  particulars  of  Mr.  Spry's  case  have  been  old  apothecary,  that  this  face-ache  might  be 
publuhed  byMr.  Skeyintbe  19th  volume  of  almost  always  and  speedily  cured  by  the 
the  Mbdical  Gazsttk.*  It  is  now  six  years  muriate  of  ammonia;-— a  medicine  that  we 
since  the  aconitine  was  applied,  and  the  pain  seldom  give  internally  here,  although  it  so 
(as  Mr.  Skey  has  recently  informed  me)  has  much  used  in  Germany.  And  I  have  again 
never  recurred.  It  used  to  be  excited  by  and  again  availed  myself  of  this  hint,  and 
gentle  friction  of  the  hand,  or  by  a  current  been  much  thanked  by  my  patients  for  the 
of  cold  air,  but  Mr.  Spry  **  can  now  face  good  I  did  them  with  tins  muriate  of  am- 
any  wind  or  temperature  with  impunity."  monia.  It  does  not  alwayg  succeed ;  but  it 
In  the  same  paper  M.  Skey  relates  another  o/ien  does.  It  should  be  given  in  half- 
instance  of  the  utility  of  this  substance  in  drachm  doses,  dissolved  in  water,  or  in  almost 
facial  neuralagia.  It  occurred  in  one  of  his  any  vehicle,  three  or  four  times  a  day.  If 
ptttients  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  ~  the  pain  does  not  yield  after  four  doses,  yon 
This  is  a  remedy  therefore  which  is  not  to  may  cease  to  expect  any  benefit  from  it.  In 
be  neglected.  Even'  if  it  only  allayed  the  two  or  three  instances  of  a  similar  kind  that 
pain  for  a  time  it  would  be  highly  valuable.  I  have  recently  had  to  treat,  I  have  found 
But,  judging  from  the  instances  now  referred  the  iodide  of  potassium,  in  doses  of  five  or 
to,  we  may  hope  that,  in  some  forms  of  tic  six  grains,  work  a  speedy  and  permanent 
douloureux,  the  aconitine  may  be  found  equal  cure.  This  induces  me  to  suppose  that  the 
to  their  cure.  It  seems  probable  that  the  pain  in  some  of  these  cases  is  periosteal ; 
recunrence  of  the  pain  is  sometimes  kept  up  judging  from  the  ascertained  efficacy  of  the 
by  the  influence  of  habit ;  and  will  cease  iodide  in  other  periosteal  affections  attended 
if  the  habit  can  be  broken  for  awhile.  You  with  pain, 
must  take  care,  however,  to  obtain  a  genuine 

article :  the  manufacture  of  aconitine  is  diffi-  Sciatica. — ^Tic  douloureux  is  the  prind- 
cnlt,  and  therefore  the  cost  is  considerable,  pal  form  of  severe  neuralgia  which  you  may 
Mr.  Skey,  in  the  Bartholomew  case,  failed  expect  to  meet  with,  in  regard  to  acuteness 
with  some  aconitine  that  had  been  imported  of  suffering  and  difficulty  of  cure.  Two 
into  this  country,  but  succeeded  at  once  other  forms,  more  common,  and  luckily 
when  he  employed  the  same  quantity  as  it  is  more  manageable,  are  generally  spoken  off 
prepared  by  Mr.  .Morson.  under  the  same  head :  aciatica,  namely,  and 
A  few  years  ago  Mr.  John  Scott  published  hemicrania.  I  have  very  little  to  say,  in 
a  little  book  on  the  disease  we  are  now  con-  this  place,  of  either  of  these.  Sciatica,  or 
iSdering,  with  the  professed  object  of  intro-  pain  radiating  from  the  sciatic  notch,  and 
dnctngtogeneralnotice  a  species  of  local  treat-  following  the  course  of  the  sciatic  nerve,  is 
ment  which  he  had  found  successftd  in  several  sometimes  an  inflammatory  complaint,  and 
long  standing  and  previously  obstinate  cases,  yields  to  the  remedies  of  inflammation — 
It  is  well  to  be  aware  of  these  things,  though  bleeding  and  blistering:  sometimes  it  is 
probably  the  aconitine  ointment  will  beat  plainly  a  part  of  rheumatism ;  and  then  may 
Mr.  Scott's.  Mr.  Spry  used  Mr.  Scott's  often  be  relieved  by  calomel  and  opium,  or 
ointment,  but  without  benefit.  It  consists  by  colchicum :  sometimes,  again,  it  results 
of  the  iodide  of  mercury,  mixed  with  lard,  ttom  irritation  within  the  pelvis,  affecting 
In  the  proportion  of  two  scruples  to  the  the  nerve  before  it  emerges  externally ;  this 
ounce :  and  it  is  rubbed  into,  or  placed  in  irritation  may  be  connected  with  a  disor- 
contact  with,  the  affected  surface,  until  some  dered  state  of  the  kidney,  and  I  suspect  that 
degree  of  irritation  is  produced.  it  is  in  such  cases  that  the  oil  of  turpen- 
tine is  of  BO  much  use :  lastly,  it  is  some- 
There  is  a  kind  of  faoe-ocAe,  which  cannot  times  a  purely  nervous  and  neuralgic  pain  ; 
properly  be  included  as  a  species  of  neural-  and  then  the  treatment  applicable  to  facial 
gia,  for  it  does  not  occur  in  short  stabbing  neuralgia  wUl,  mutaiit  mutandia^  be  appli- 
paroxysms,  nor  is  the  pain  acute  enough  to  cable  to  it.  I  had^  some  time  ago  a  butler 
entitle  it  to  the  name  of  tic  doloureux  ;  but  tinder  my  care  at  the  hospital,  whom  I  am 
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afraid  I  did  not  manage  well.     He  auffered  CLINICAL    LECTURES, 

severe  sciatica,  and  1  had  him  cupped  and 

blistered,  and  gave  him  a  variety  of  medi-  By  D&.  Corrioan, 

cines,  for  some  time,  to  little  purpose :  at  ..  ,.        j    ,  >.    rr    ^    •  t   r.         rr       s  , 

last  he  got  what  I  ought,  I  supposei  to  have  ^^^'^^^^  «'  the Har^mcke Fever  Hospital, 

given  him  at  first,  viz.  the  carbonate  of  iron,  JJuOitn, 

and  was  presently  well.  During  the  Session,  lWO-41. 

Hemicrania.  —  Hemicrania    is    simply  _ 

headache,  confined  to  one  side,  and  occupy-  Lecture  VIII.— Fever,  No.  6. 

ing  generaUy  the  brow  and  forehead,  but  Legion  of  fitnetion  of  retjnration ;    firo 

gometimes  affecting  very  exactly  one  moiety  mmrce$  qfthe  lenon,  Puimmnc  derange- 

of  the  head.      It  is  the  migraine  of  the  ment  amd  nervow  derangement;  diagnoe^ 

French,  the  megrim  of  our  vemacuUr  Ian-  tic  marke  (feach,    Caeee  ofJohneon  and 

guage  ;  each  of  these  terms  being  obviously  Hanington,    Treatment,   Leeiona  i^jml^ 

traceable  to   the   same  Greek  root.     It  U  monic  circulation;  determinaHon  qf  ite 

often  attended  with  sickness;  and  in  many  nature.  Eetimate  of  physical  eigne.  Case 

instances  it  is  periodical,  coming  on  every  ftf  Toner,    Analogy  aa  a  guide.     Treats 

day  at  a  certain  hour,  lasting  a  certain  time,  ment.     Blietere;  their  mode  of  acHon, 
and  then  subsiding.     Like  the  other  forms 

of  neuralgia,  hemicrania  may  be  produced  by  ^^  proceed  now  to  turn  our  attention  to 

various  causes,  which  are,  however,  almost  ^^®  state  of  the  functions  of  respiration  and 

all  of  them  such  as  tend  to  debilitate  the  circulation  in  fever.     In  examining  the  staTe 

system  :  it  sometimes  occurs  in  connexion  ^^  ^^  function  of  respiration  of  a  patient  in 

with  hysteria ;  sometimes  it  plagues  women  fever,  always  recollect  there  are  two  main 

who   have  suckled  their  infants   too  long;  sources   from  which  its  lesions  may   take 

sometimes  it  acknowledges  the  same  cause  ^^^  origin.     First,  the  state  of  the  lungs 

as  ague  ;  and  sometimes  also  it  occurs  inde-  themselves,  as  to   congestion ;   second,  the 

pendently  of  all  other  disease,  and  when  no  s^^  of  the  respiratory  muscles.     The  lesion 

obvious  exciting  cause  can  be  traced.  of  the  function  may  be  equally  great,  from 

Whatever  may  be  its  origin,  it  is  usually  whichever  of  these  sources  it  may  t^e  its 

a  very  manageable  complaint.     When  it  is  origin ;  but  there  is  a  wide  difference  as  to 

associated  with  evident  aniemia,   steel  and  ^^c  amount  of  danger  hanging  over  the  pa- 

the  shower  bath  may  be  expected  to  cure  it.  tient.     Let  us  suppose  two  patients,  on  the 

When  its  visits  are  strictly  periodical,  it  will  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  day  of  fever,  both 

yield,  to  quinine.     Arsenic  is  considered  by  breathing  with  great  labour — in   both  the 

many  to  have  a  specific  power  over  the  com-  respiration  as  rapid  as  sixty  in  the  minute ; 

plaint ;  and  I  believe  that  four  or  six  drops  there  yet  shall  be  a  far  greater  amount  of 

of  the  liquor  arsenicalis,  given  three  or  four  danger  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other.    In 

times  a  day,  with  due  attention  to  the  state  ^^  one  the  rapidity  and  labour  of  respiration 

of  the  boweb,  will  be  almost  sure  to  remove  '^^  proceeding  from  congestion  of  the  long, 

hemicrania  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  in  which  "^^^^  effusion  into  the  air  tubes ;  in  this  the 

it  occurs.     But  steel  or  bark,  being  milder  danger  is  very  great.     In  the  other  the  ra- 

and  safer  dnigs,  are,  caterii  paribue,  to  be  pidity  and  labour  of  respiration  proceed  from 

preferred.  the  state  of  the  respiratory  muscles,  and  of 

I  say  this  complaint  often  acknowledges  the  nervous  system  presiding  over  the  action 
the  same  cause  as  ague ;  namely,  the  miasm  of  the  muscles.  We  may,  for  the  sake  of 
of  marshes,  or  malaria :  and  as  that  cause,  distinction,  call  the  first  deranged  pulmonic 
mysterious  as  it  is  in  some  respects,  exerts  respiration ;  the  second  deranged  nervous 
apparently  its  primary  or  chief  influence  respiration.  The  distinction  between  those 
upon  the  nervous  system,  and  as  ague  has  two  kinds  of  deranged  respiration  is  wdl 
no  definite  seat  in  the  human  body,  if  it  be  marked :  we  had  an  instance  of  the  first  kind 
not  in  the  nervous  system,  I  shall  not  find  a  in  the  case  of  Johnson  and  of  Harrington, 
more  convenient  place  in  these  lectures  for  In  those  two  cases  the  respirations  were  from 
the  consideration  of  ague  than  here,  at  the  fif^y-six  to  sixty  in  the  minute,  and  very 
close  of  the  remarks  which  I  had  to  make  laborious :  both  diaphragm  and  respiratory 
respecting  the  diseases  of  the  brain  and  muscles  laboured  very  much.  To  this  was 
nerves.  In  the  next  lecture,  then,  I  shall  however  superadded  a  congested  dark  ex- 
begin  to  speak  of  Intermittent  Fever.  pression  of  face  and  lips,  indicating  that 

aeration  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs  was  mt« 

___.  terially  interfered  with;  and  in  Johnson's 

case  there  was  expectoration  of  mucus  tinged 

•  with  blood.    If  the  stethoscope  be  applied  in 
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if  mnooiis  and  crepitating  becaoae  it  famishes  none.  The  pvlae  may 
rattle  in  the  depending  portions  of  the  lungs,  be  equally  quick,  or  equally  feeble,  in  both 
In  this  form  of  respiration,  if  the  sound  of  it  forms :  the  latter,  the  nervous  respiration, 
beoome  audible  to  your  ear  as  you  stand  at  neyer  of  itself  proves  fatal.  Whenever  the 
tte  bed-side,  without  approaching  the  patient  patient  affected  by  it  dies  of  a  lesion  of  the 
more  closely,  it  is  always  accompanied  with  respiratory  organs,  it  is  always  by  its  passing 
a  rattle,  indicating  that  effusion  to  a  oonsi-  into  the  second  form,  or  the  pulmonic  respi- 
derable  amount  has  taken  place  into  the  air-  ration,  in  which  the  circulating  vessels  be- 
tubes.  In  the  second  form,  or  what  I  have  come  congested,  and  the  air-ceUs  obstructed, 
designated  as  pervious  respiration,  the  labour  and  the  patient  finally  dies  from  mechanical 
and  rapidity  of  respiration  are  often  appa*  obstruction,  in  the  air-vesicles,  to  the  pro- 
rently  even*  greater  than  in  the  other;  but  gress  of  respiration.  You  remember  John- 
there  are  some  very  distinctive  marks.  The  son's  case,  a  woman  in  the  female  ward :  the 
countenance  does  not  present  the  peculiar  ninth  day  of  her  fever  the  first  form  of  rea- 
livid  hue  which  belongs  to  the  first  form.  It  piration  began,  and  continued  up  to  the 
is  sometimes  pale,  sometimes  flushed,  just  as  sixteenth.  The  sym'ptoms,  as  detailed  in 
it  may  chance  to  be  from  natural  hue  or  Mr.  Sunter's  notes  of  the  case,  which  are 
accidental  accompanying  circumstances ;  but  very  iiill  and  accurate,  are  that  her  face  be- 
there  is  no  necessary  connection  between  the  came  congested,  her  lips  bluish,  her  lower 
state  of  countenance  and  the  labour  and  jaw  gaped,  and  her  respiration  was  sixty- 
rapidity  of  circulation,  llie  respiratory  six,  and  abdominal;  there  were  mucous 
action,  also,  is  carried  on  principally  by  the  rattles  and  sonorous  murmurs  over  the  chest; 
intercostal  and  supplementary  respiratory  she  had  a  symptom  also  which  reqaoved  aU 
muscles;  while  in  the  first  form  tiie  dia-  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  lesion,  in  this 
phragm  and  abdominal  muscles  are  more  pro-  .case,  of  the  function  of  respiration ;  her  ex- 
portionably  engaged.  There  is  another  very  pectoration,  when  she  was  able  to  get  it  up, 
marked  character  of  this  respiration  :  it  is  was  mucous,  frothy,  and  tinged  wi^  blood. 
often  so  loud  that  you  can  hear  it  at  a  consi-  Another  similar  case  was  that  of  Har- 
derable  distance  from  the  bed;  in  some  cases  rington.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  her  fever 
this  amounts  to  a  perfect  blowing,  so  that  in  she  had  mucous  rattle  and  sonorous  murmur 
expiration  the  cheeks  are  distended,  while  over  the  whole  chest,  the  repiration  was 
the  nostrils  are  dilated,  and  respond  in  their  fifty. six,  and,  as  in  Johnson's  case,  abdominal 
action  to  the  rapidity  and  labour  of  the  in-  and  very  laborious.  Those  cases  resemble 
teroofltal  muscles ;  the  mouth  is  often  kept  one  another  so  much  that  it  is  unnecessary 
dosed,  the  lips  firmly  compressed,  unless  in  to  multiply  examples.  In  the  case  of 
the  act  of  expiration,  when,  from  the  lips  Geoghegan,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  his 
not  parting  sufficiently,  the  blowing  out  of  fever,  and  for  a  day  or  two  longer,  we  had  a 
the  dieeks  I  have  already  noticed  is  produced,  good  example  of  the  second  kind  of  disor- 
Tbe  loudness  of  the  respiratory  murmur,  dered  or  nervous  respiration.  His  respira- 
andible  even  at  a  distance  from  the  bed,  is  tions  were  rapid,  his  alae  nana  distended, 
produced  prindpally  by  the  rapid  motion  of  and  his  breathing  resembled  exactly  such  as 
air  along  the  intenial  nares  in  the  act  of  you  would  see  in  a  person  after  any  violent 
inspiration,  and  by  the  blowing  through  the  or  long-continued  exertion.  This  form  of 
month  in  the  act  of  expiration.  The  sound  respiration  is  the  more  unfavourable  the 
which  is  thus  produced  by  this  laboured  and  earlier  it  comes  on.  In  the  case  of  one  of 
rapid  respiration  is  the  simple  murmur  pro-  the  Herberts,  brothers,  admitted  in  the  early 
dttoed  by  the  rapid  passage  of  air  done.  It  part  of  the  session,  this  form  of  breathing 
is  very  different  from  the  rattle  produced  by  was  well  marked  even  on  the  day  of  admis- 
the  admixture  of  air  and  fluid  noticed  as  sion,  the  second  day  of  his  illness.  We  have 
belonging  to  the  first  form.  It  is,  in  foct,  a  very  well-marked  case  of  this  kind  in  the 
•closely  andogous  to  the  audible  respiratory  case  of  Matthews,  at  present  in  hospitd. 
sound  produced  by  the  panting  respiration  He  is  a  man  of  a  fresh  complexion,  and  from 
of  a  person  who  has  made  some  continuous  the  tenth  "up  to  the  fifteenth"  day  of  his 
violent  exertion.  It  is  not  only  frequent,  fever,  present^  this  nervous  respiration  very 
but  quick;  that  is,  the  respirations  are  con-  well  marked.  His  pulse  was  124,  barely 
siderable  in  number  —  within  the  minute  perceptible ;  his  respiration  fifty-four  in  the 
amount  to  fifty  or  more;  and  each  separate  minute,  prindpally  performed  by  the  inter- 
act of  inspiration  is  rapid.  It  is,  in  fact,  costd  and  thoracic  respiratory  muscles, 
the  respiration  of  gn^t  exertion ;  and  if  the  With  this  rapid  breathing  his  lips  were  com- 
■tethoMOpe  be  applied  to  die  chest  in  such  a  pressed ;  his  nostrils  dilated,  and  acting 
ease,  we  find  in  it  very  intense  puerile  respi-  strongly  ;  and  the  rapid  motion  of  the  dr 
ratory  murmur.  I  have  sdd  nothing  of  the  through  the  nares  produced  an  audible  sound, 
state  of  the  pulse  as  furnishing  a  diagnostic  which,  coupled  with  the  other  characters  of 
dgn  between  those  two  kinds  of  respiration,  the  respiration,  make  his  breathing  resemble 
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very  much  thie  panting  respiration  of  a  per-  dnlneis  on  percussion  of  one  or  of  both  aides 
son  who  is  breathing  quick  and  hard  after  of  the  chest  in  the  inferior  portions,  the  part 
some  rapid  etertion.  His  respiration  was  yes-  in  which  you  are  generally  tangfat  to  look  for 
terday  running  into  the  second  form,  and  pneumonia;  and  there  is  in  the  same  situa^ 
under  this  complication  his  case  is  most  tion  crepitating  rattle,  with  very  often  sono- 
likely  to  terminate  fatally.  This  form  is  rous  and  sibilous  respiration  OTcr  the  remain- 
always  indicative  of  debility ;  and  it  is  the  der  of  the  thorax.  Let  us,  however,  fint 
more  dangerous  the  more  early  it  sets  in,  estimate  the  real  value  of  the  physieal  signsv 
for  it  shews  the  patient  has  to  contend  against  or  those  signs  afforded  by  percussion  and 
much  nervous  debility  in  the  progress  of  his  auscultation.  Those  ngns,  recollect,  onlj 
fever.  Still,  let  this  second  form  of  respi-  tell  us  of  the  existence  of  physical  cauaes 
ration  be  ever  so  rapid,  ever  so  laborious,  sufficient  to  produce  the  physieal  signs* 
and  ever  so  loud,  there  is  yet  a  chance  for  lliey  tell  us  nothing  of  the  vittU  9iaie  of  the 
-the  patient's  life,  for  the  rapidity  and  labour  vessels  giving  rise  to  the  physical  causes, 
of  respiration  are  dependent  only  on  the  Let  me  explidn  a  little  more  in  detail.  There 
deranged  or  debilitated  action  of  the  respire-  is  a  case  of  maculated  fever,  such  as  John> 
tory  muscles,  from  which  recovery  is  not  son's  was,  or  Harrington's,  or  many  more 
only  possible  but  probable ;  but  let  the  same  that  we  have  had,  and  on  making  a  phyacai 
amount  of  rapid  and  laborious  respiration  examination  there  is  found  some  duloMS  on 
arise  from  mechanical  obstruction  in  the  air-  percussion,  that  indicates  a  certain  amount 
tubes,  as  indicated  by  mucous  rattle  in  them,  of  congestion  in  the  capillaries,  a  state  of  the 
and  the  chance  of  recovery  is  very  poor  lung  in  which  there  is  a  greater  proportion 
indeed.  of  blood  than  air  in  that  particular  portion. 

I  believe  it  maybe  laid  down  as  a  general  There  is  crepitating  and  mucous  rattle  over 

rule,   that  wherever  there  is  the  nervous  the  same  extent,  that  tells  us  there  is  in 

respiration  described  above  presenti  the  pa-  addition  an  effusion  of  fluid  into  the  air- 

tient  requires  wine.     I  can  remember  no  vessels.    There  is  even  in  addition,  as  in 

exception  to  this  rule.     In  all  the  cases  Johnson's  case,  viscid  expectoration  streaked 

which  I  can  recollect  of  this  form  of  respira-  with  blood,  that  confirms  us  in  our  opinion 

tion  we  gave  wine  freely,  and  always  with  of  there  being  effusion  into  the  bronchial 

the  best  results.    Wine,  and  the  remedies,  tubes ;  but  we  can  go  no  further  than  this 

such  as  camphor  and  ammonia,  which  belong  on  the  information  given  to  us  by  the  phy- 

to  the  same  class,  seem  to  constitute  the  sical  signs.     It  is  at  once  obvious  that  the 

means  best  adapted  to  meet  this  derange-  physical  signs  would  be  just  the  same  from 

ment  of  the  respiratory  function.     If  it  con-  the  most  opposite  vital  states  of  the  ciroa- 

tinue  beyond  one  or  two  days,  there  gradn-  lating  and  secreting  vessels  of  the  lungs. 

Ally  creeps  on  the  complication  which   I  Hius,  whether  the  distension  of  the  capiUa- 

have  called  the  pulmonic  derangement,  or  ries  arose  from  a  state  analogous  to  acuta 

this  latter  may  be  the  affection  from  its  inflammation,  or  from  a  state  of  ajLtAene 

commencement,  and  as  this  is  intimately  debility  permitting  their  distension,  the  diul- 

oonnected  with,  or  immediately  dependent  ness  would  be  equal  in  amount,  for  it  is  their 

on,  the  derangement  of  the  function  of  cir-  phync<U  not  their  vital  state  that  canoes  t&e 

culation,  we  must  devote  some  observations  dulness.     In  like  manner  of  the  eff^puion, 

to  this,  and  more  particularly  where,  as  in  whether  the  effusion  into  the  air-tubes  be 

the  present  instance,  its  derangement  is  oc-  from  increased  powerof  the  secreting  vessels, 

curringin  so  important  an  organ  as  the  lungs,  as  in  acute  bronchitis,  aeute  pneumonia,  &c. 

There  is  a  variety  or  second  form  of  orof  a  passive  nature,  the  mixture  of  that  ef- 
nervous  or  cerebral  respiration,  which  indi-  fusion,  whatever  its  nature,  in  the  air«veaieles 
cates  very  great  danger;  it  is  when  the  withair,would,  it  is  obvious,  equally  give  rise 
respirations  are  very  slow*  and  very  deep,  to  crepitating  rattle.  The  expectoration,  as 
not  perhaps  reaching  20  in  the  minute,  and  to  containing  blood,  would  be  equally  de- 
the  chest  both  rising  to  a  full  height,  and  oeptive,  for  the  transudation  of  blood  may  be 
also  sinking  deeply.  This  form  accompnnies  owing  to  debility  or  to  increased  action, 
great  cerebral  oppression,  and  does  not  call  We  dare  not,  then,  draw  our  eondnsiaii  as 
for  the  administration  of  wine, like  the  other  to  treatment  from  the  physical  signs  alone. 
form.  If  we  were,  without  due  consTdera-  The  physical  signs  tell  us  merdy  of  the  ex- 
tion,  to  decide  on  the  nature  of  such  a  case  istence  of  physical'  causes  sufficient  to  pro- 
as Johnson's  or  Harrington's,  we  should  duce  those  signs :  they  tell  us  nothing  of  the 
probably  at  once  pronounce  it,  from  some  of  state  of  the  vital  actions  going  on  in  the 
the  symptoms,  and  from  all  the  physical  lungs,  and  to  which  the  physical  causes  owe 
signs,  to  be  a  severe  and  acute  case  of  pneu-  their  origin.  Dr.  Stokes,  iu  his  admirable 
monia,  or  of  pneumonia  complicated  with  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  has  made 
acute  bronchitis  complicating  fover.  There  the  following  judicious  and  well-pointed 
is  mucous  and  bloody  expectoration,  and  observations  on  the  manner  in  which  physical 
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■i^ns  are  to  be  considered  and  estimated  *.-*  maculse  were  brighter  in  oolonr ;   but  the 
'*  It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  phy-  pulse  was  stUl  so  weaJc  that  it  could  not  be 
sical  signs  only  reveal  mechanical  conditions,  counted. .   The  wine  was  continued,  and,  on 
'wrbich  may  proceed  from  the  most  different  the  thirteenth  day,  the  pulse  is  reported  130, 
cakvses ;  and  that  the  latter  are  to  be  deter-  skin  warm,   and  maculB  bright  in  colour, 
mined  by  a  process  of  reasoning,  &c.  &c.  We  have  now  the  state  of  the  yessels  of  the 
"Without  this  power  I  have  no  hesitation  in  conjunctiva  and  of  the  small  vessels  of  the 
■aying  that  it  would  be  safer  to  wholly  ne-  maculae  to  guide  ua  as  to  the  state  of  tha 
l^lect  the  physical  signs,  and  to  trust  in  prac-  general  function  of  circulation.     Let  us  add 
tloe  to  symptoms  alone."    The  cases  of  Gray  to  this  the  state  of  the  pulse,  indicating  with 
and  Connor,  detailed  in  our  last  lecture,  fully  what  feebleness  the  blood  is  propelled  along 
bear  out  these  observations  as  to  insufficiency  even  the  larger  arterial  tubes,  and  it  is,  t 
of  physical  signs  to  determine  on  the  nature  think,  not  easy  to  resist  the  conclusion  that 
of  the  derangement  of  the  vital  action  which  the  state  of  the  Jhmction  of  circulation,  as  a 
exists  in  the  function  of  circulation  in  the  whole,  is  one  of  general  debility.     Let  ui 
lungs.  The  distension  of  the  capillaries  or  dr-  look  at  what  occurs  to  the  circulation  in  thia 
dilating  vesselsmay  beeither  from  debility  of  maculated  fever  in  any  part  where  it  meets 
those  vesselspennitting  themselves  to  distend,  even  slight  embarrassment.     It  is  unable  to 
no  longer  possessing  power  to  contract  on  their  sustain  the  mere  pressure  of  the  hip,  to 
eontents,  or  it  may  be  from  an  opposite  state,  struggle  against  even  the  slight  oppression 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  even  active  in-  produced  by  gravity ;  and  hence  we    find 
flammation  may  not  occasionally  accompany  patches  on  the  hips  becoming,  if  not  care* 
onr  maculated  ferer ;   but  I  believe  it  wiU  fully  watched,  gangrenous,  and  the  depend- 
be  evident,  on  a  little  consideration,  that,  in  ing  portions  of  the 'body,  without  pressure  at 
the  immense  majority  of  cases,  as  they  at  all,  becoming  dark-red  fromUie  depth  of  the 
preeent  come  before  us  in  this  epidemic,  the  congestion.     We  thus  see  the  vessels  of  the 
state  of  the  capillaries  is  one  of  passive  dis-  conjunctiva,  the  star-like  circle  of  vessels 
tension — a  state  requiring  the  administration  which  constitute  the  maculae,  the  vessels  oi 
of  wine,  rather  than  the  use  of  remedies  of  the  depending  portions  of  the  skin,  all  dis- 
an  opposite  character.     We  have  already  tending  from  debility,  all  recovering  their 
estimated  how  far  we  dare  trust  to  physical  contractile  and  circulating  power  under  wine  { 
signs.     Let  us  now  turn  to  an  examination  the  eye  becoming  clear,  .the  maculae  becom- 
of  the  function  of  circulation  |n  other  parti-  ing  bright,  the  depending  portions  of  the 
cnlars.    Yon  remember  the  case  of  Toner,  sl^  regaining  their  natural  hue  :   and  when 
He  was  admitted  on  25th  February,  on  the  we  see  the  whole  function  of  circulation,  as 
cigfafth  day  of  maculated  fever,  with  suffused  far  as  we  can  examine  it  in  external  parts, 
eyes  and  dark  maculto;  his  pulse  108,  very  undergoing  those  changes,  we  are  surely  jus- 
weak.     He  was  put  on  wine.     Now  what  tified  in  considering  that  (as  its  lesion  is  a 
was  the  result  ?    That  under  the  administra*  lesion  of  function)  its  changes  follow  the 
tion  of  wine,  in  very  large  quantities,  on  the  same  laws,  and  its  treatment  is  to  be  on  the 
thirteenth  day  the  suffusion  of  eyes  began  to  same  principles,  whether  the  congestion  we 
disappear,  and,  on  the  sixteenth  day,  he  was  have  to  treat  be  in  the  vessels  of  the  con- 
oonvdescent.     If  the  vessels  of  the  conjunc-  junctiva,  the  capillaries  of  the  maculsey  or 
tiva  in  this  case  had  been  congested  from  the  circulating  vessels  of  the  lung.    Thus  it 
being  in  a  state  of  active  or  sthenic  inflam-  will  follow  that,  in  considering  the  lesion  of 
mation,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  they  circulation  so  common  in  the  lung  in  this 
could  have  returned  to  their  healthy  state  fever,  we  are  to  look  upon  that  load  lesion 
under  the  influence  of  wine.      Is  it  not  but  as  a  part  of  the  general  lesion  of  the 
rational  to  look  upon  the  state  of  the  circula-  function  of  circulation ;   and  that  we  must 
tion  in  the  lungs  as  partaking  of  the  same  correct  the  evidence  we  obtain  from  physical 
nature  as  its  derangement  in  the  conjunctiva  ?  signs  of  the  state  of  the  local  circulation  by 
We  find,  as  in  this  case  of  Toner,  a  wretched  symptoms  drawn  from  every  other  part  of 
pulse  and  dark  maculae.    We  see  congestion  the  state  of  the  function  of  circulation  as  a 
of  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva.    It  is  more  whole.    This  consideration  is  very  important, 
rational  to  suppose  the  capillary  circulating  not  only  in  the  progress  but  in  the  very 
vessels  to  be  in  nearly  one  state  through  the  commencement  of  our  fever ;  in  some  of  our 
whole  body,  than  to  suppose  that  their  state  cases  it  has  not  unfrequently  happened  that 
in  one  organ  is  the  very  opposite  of  their  on  admission,  while  the  patient  is  still  under 
state  in  another.    Let  us  look  at  the  maculae  the  depressing  influence  of  the  attack,  the 
on  the  surface  of  the  body  in  Matthews' case,  capillaries  of  the  lungs  will  be  congested. 
They  were  very  dark  in  colour,  and  his  eyes,  and  the  physical  signs,  as  far  as  they  go,  in- 
too,  were  congested :  this  was  on  the  tenth  dicate   pneumonia.      Depletion    might    be 
day  of  Ins  a£nis8ion ;  with  these  his  pulse  practised,  and  injuriously,   in  such  cases, 
was  124,  barely  perceptible.    He  got  sixteen  Many  such  instances  have  occurred  to  us 
ounces  of  wine.      On  the  next  day  the  where,  after  a  few  days,  under  a  totally 
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opposite  line  of  treatment,  the  physical  signs  .pillars  attempting  to  crawl  over  them 
of  pnenmonia  have  disappeared.  The  same  with  their  moist  surfaces  are  inter- 
observations  made  on  moderate  local  deple-  cepted  by  the  metallic  sensation,  pro- 

,  tion,  when  speaking  of  the  disturbance  of  the  baoly  similar  to  that  which  is  felt  on 

cerebral  system,  apply  to  internal  lesion  of  the  tongue  when  in  contact  with  zinc 

the  ftinction  of  circulation.     The  external  ^^^  fdlver. 

and  local  application  of  a  few  leeches  over  ^he  experiment  which  suggested 
the  seat  ofalocalcngorpmratui  quite  com.  this  ingenious  application  of  zinc  and 
patible  with  the  internal  exhibition  of  reme-  %  thus  stSed,  page  225,  Gar- 
des such  as  wine,  and  Wk^^T^^^^  deier's  Magazine  for  Aprn:~ 
effects  of  successive  relays  of  busters  are,  m  ..  j^  o  »r 
a  great  measure,  referrible  to  their  effecta  on  ,  '\  ^^  /^  snail  or  slug  ^be  placed  on  a 
thl  function  we  are  now  considering-circu-  P^ateof  zmc,  to  which  a  narrow  plate 
lation.  You  would  have  a  very  Umited  idea  OT  stnp  of  copper  is  fixed  near  the 
of  their  use,  if  vou  suppose  they  act  as  mere  cdce,  and  the  zinc  turned  over  it  so  as 
counter-irritants.  Looking  upon  the  func-  to  form  a  ring  of  zinc,  copper,  and  zinc, 
tion  of  circuUtion  as  it  were  a  whole,  under,  it  creeps  unmolested  on  its  surface, 
going  the  same  morbid  depressions,  we  give  But  as  soon  as  it  touches  the  rim 
faicreased  energy  by  stimulation  to  a  certain  where  the  copper  is,  it  receiyes  a  gal- 
number  of  capillaries.  On  their  continuance  yanic  shock,  its  moistened  soft  Irady 
of  action  organic  life  depends ;  the  increased  acting,  as  moist  cloth  (between  plates 
energy  thus  given  to  a  portion  is  propagated  of  zinc  and  copper  in  a  pile),  ana  thus 
through  the  ftinction ;  the  effect  on  the  cir.  fonning  the  g^vanic  circle  complete, 
culating  vessels  g^erally  is  like  that  n^tcd  ^nd  immediately  recoils,  twisting  itself 
in  Gendnn's  experiments,  on  the  web  of  the  ^^y^  ^nd  rarely  venturing  a  second 
frog  s  foot,  when  under  the  microscope;  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^\^^  copper,  to  receive 
circulation  is  seen  stagnatmg,  ti^fi  flmd  be-  «nQ*i,p-  shock  " 

coming  dark,  the  vessels  distending,  and  at  j  .r  ,'-no  um  i.  j 
length  ceasing  to  carry  on  their  action.  If  ^J  '^^  year  1793,  while  yet  an  under- 
a  stimulus  bS  applied,  the  vesseU  are  seen  paduate  m  the  University  pf  Edin- 
to  contract,  the  cireulation  becomes  more  o^^'g^.  ^  published  the  following  expe- 
energetic,  the  colour  becomes  brighter,  and  nment,  with  many  others,  on  the 
increased  vigour  of  circulation  and  of  vitality  nerves,  senses,  and  muscles : — 
is  the  result.  So  it  is  with  the  capillaries  or  "1  had  laid  a  leech  on  a  crown- 
function  of  circulation  in  fever ;  and  hence  piece  of  silver,  placed  in  the  middle  of 
it  is,  as  in  such  a  case  as  Johnson's  cr  Har.  a  laT]?e  plate  of  zinc.  The  animal 
rington's,  or  many  others,  blister  after  blister  moved  its  mouth  over  the  surfiice  of 
was  applied  for  days  in  succession ;  now  to  the  silver,  without  expressing  the  least 
the  chest,  then  to  the  legs,  then  to  the  thighs,  uneasiness ;  but  having  stretched  be- 
again  to  the  chest,  leaving  each  blister  oti  yond  it,  and  touched  the  zinc  plate 
long  enough  only  to  produce  increased  action,  ^ith  its  mouth,  it  instantly  recoiledas  if 
but  keeping  It  up  by  a  a>ntmucd  succession,  j^  the  most  acute  pain,  and  continued 
Hence,  in  that  form  of  fever  where  the  pul«i  ty^^g  alternately  touching  and  recoiHng 

IS  very  feeble,  the  function  of  circulation     r^^^   *i,       • ''  ♦;n  •*  i,^  j  xv  * 

feeble,  and  the  capiUaries  ready  to  run  into  ^'^^'^  the  zmc,  till  it  had  the  anpear- 

passive  congestions,  our  axiom  should  be-  ^?^^  ^^  ^^^^JS  1^\  fatigued.    A?hen 

quick,  short,  and  repeated  blisterings.    It  Placed  wholly  on  the  zinc  it  seemed 

doesnotmatterveryrauchastothepartito  Perfectly  at  ite  ease;    but  when  ita 

-  which  we  apply  them.  mouth  came  in  contact  with  the  silver 

lying  on  the  zinc,  the  same  expression 

~  of  pain  was  exhibited  as  before.    With 

DR.  FOWLER  ON  GALVANISM.  the  earth-worm  this  experiment  suc- 
ceeded still  more  decidedly ;  the  ani- 
mal  sprang  from  the  zinc  in  writhing 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  convulsions.       If,    when     the    worm 

stretched  itself  forwards,   one  of  its 

°*"»  folds  lit  upon  the  zinc,  it  expressed 

I  HAVE  seen  in  the  Gardener's  Maga-  little  uneasiness  in  comparison  of  what 

zine  for  this  last  month  (April),  an  it  shewed  when  the  point  of  its  head 

advertisement  of  a  "  new  discovery"  touched  the  zinc.      These'  extraordi- 

(a  galvanic  plant  ijrotector),  formed  of  nary  effects  were,  however,  considera- 

broad  bands  of  zinc  and  copper,  so  bly  different  from  those  produced  by 

placed  in  relation  to  each  other  and  the  the  metals  on  the  limbs  of  frogs  and 

fitems  of  plants,  that  snails  and  cater-  other  animals.    They  had  not  so  much 
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the  appearance  of  involuntary  instan-  met  with  it,  to  see  how  near  Professor 

taneous  convulsions,  as  long-continued  Robison  was  to  the  discovery  of  the 

expressions  of  pain  and  disgust,  such  pile,  which   immortalized  Volta,   you 

as  are  produced  by  applying  zinc  and  may  perhaps  think  it  worth  while  to 

silver  to  the  tongue    of   a  child :    a  republish  the  letter, 

strong  presumptive  proof,  in  my  opi-  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

nion,  that  these  animals  are  endowed  Your  obedient  servant, 

-with  a  most  exquisite  'organ  of  sense;  Richard  Fowler,  M.D. 

and    consequently  hot,   as  had  been  Salisbury,  May  io,i84i. 
supposed,    destitute  of   a    system    of 


nerves*  " 


To  Mr,  Fowler. 


I  have  been  so  much  out  of  the  way  Edinbnrirh,  May  »,  ITW. 

of  all  literary  transactions  for  nearly  Sir,— About  a  fortnight  ago,  my  son 

half  a  century,  that  I  am  afraid  I  may  told  me  of  a  curious  experiment,  with  a 

be  making  an  unreaBonable  request  in  P^ece  of  zinc  and  a  piece  of  silver  applied 

begging  the  favour  of  you  to  publish  to  the  tongue,  by  which  a  strong  irrita- 

this  unvarnished  statement   of   facts  tion,  resembling  taste,  was  produced, 

in   your   very    correct  and  impartial  ^^^  that  a  luminous  flash  was  excited, 

journal.  by  applying  one  of  them  to  the  eye. 

To  the    useful    application  of   the  ^  immediately  repeated  them  according 

experiment  I  can  have  no  claim ;  nor  to  his  directions,  and  my  curiosity  was 

should  I  trouble  you  with  this  proof  of  greatly  excited  to  prosecute  them  in  a 

priority  of  observation  of  its  results,  variety  of  circumstances,    [understand 

were  it  not  one  of  a  series  in  an  inves-  that  these  experiments  have  originated 

ligation  of  phenomena  connected  with  f«>m  the  cunous  discoveries  made  some 

the  fifth  pair  of  nerves.  timeagoin  Italy,  of  which  I  wasinform- 

Some  part  of  this  subject  I  commu-  ed  last  winter.  But  I  have  been  so  much 

nicated  to  Section  E,  of  the  British  out  of  the  world  for  some  years  past, 

Association,  at  Glasgow,  last  autumn,  that  I  have  had  no    opportunity  of 

a  short  notice  of  which  may  be  found  knowing  what  was  goingforward. 

in  the  volume  of  Reports,  just  pub-  Being  informed,  that  you  have  been 

lished.  ^on^  engaged  in  experiments  on  this 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  experiments  subject,  and  are  about  to  favour  the 
alluded  to  were  repeated  in  the  pre-  public  with  an  account  of  them,  I  have 
sence  of  gentlemen  yet  alive,  and  who  taken  the  hberty  of  communicating  to 
still  permit  me  to  call  them  friends :  you  a  few  facts  which  have  occurred 
Mr.  AUen,  Master  of  Dulwich  College,  to  me,  some  of  which,  perhaps,  may 
Professor  John  Thomson,  of  Edin-  be  new  to  you.  .  ,  .  ^ 
burgh,  and  Dr.  A.  Monro.  As  I  was  1-  I  find,  that  if  a  piece  of  zinc  be 
kt  that  Hme  a  pupil  of  the  late  Mr.  apphed  to  the  tongue,  and  be  in  con- 
John  BeU,  the  experiments  were  pro-  tact  with  a  piece  of  silver,  which 
bably  seen  also  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  touches  any  part  of  the  hning  of  the 
The  experiments  succeed  best  when  mouth,  nostrils,  ear,  urethra,  or  anus, 
snails,  worms,  and  metals,  are  wet  with  the  sensation  resembling  taste  is  felt  on 
rain  water.  the  tongue.    If  the  experiment  be  in-> 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  impute  inten-  verted,  hy  applying  the  silver  to  the 

tional  plagiarism  to  the  author  of  this  tongue,  the  irritation  produced  by  the 

clever  application  of  an  experiment  so  »uc  is  not    sensible,    except  in  the 

similar  to  mine,  made  in  1793,    No-  mouth  and  urethra,  and  is  very  slight, 

thing  is  more  likely  to  happen  than  I  find  the  imtation  by  the  zmc  strong- 

that  men  not  in  communication  with  est  when  the  contact  is  very  slight,  and 

each  other,  but  occupied  in  similar  in-  confined  to  a  narrow  space,  and  when 

vestigations,  should  adopt  like  means,  the  contact  of  the  silver  is  very  exten- 

and  arrive  at  like  results.  "ve,  as  when  the  tongue  is  appli^  to 

Professor  John  Robison,  a  lecturer  the  cavity  of  a  silver  spoon.    When 

on  natural  philosophy  in  1793,  sent  me  the  zmc   touches  an   extensive    sur- 

a  letter,  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  copy,  ^ee,  the  umtation  produced  by  a  nar- 

As  it  may  interest  those  who  have  not  «>w  contact  of  the  silver  is  very  dis- 

—  -__'-.     - tmct,  especially  on  the  upper  side  of 

Bichanl  Fowler.  ^  his  irritation  seems  to  be  mere  pun* 
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gency,  without   any   resemblance  to       6.  I  had  a  number  of  pieces  of  sine 

taste,  and  it  leaves  a  lasting  impression,  made  of  the  size  of  a  shillinff,  and  made 

like  that  made  by  caustic  alkali.  them  up  into  a  rouleau,  wim  as  many 

2.  If  the   zinc  (finely  polished)  be  shillings.    I  find  that  this  alternation, 

applied  to  the  ball  of  tne  eye,  the  in  some  circumstances,  increases  con* 

bnghtness  of  the  flash  seems  to  corres-  siderably  the  irritation,  and  expect,  on 

pond  with  the  surface  of  the  contact  some  such  principle,  to  produce  a  still 

of  the  silver  with  the  tongue,  palate,  greater  increase.    If  the  side  of  the 

fauces  or  cheek.    The  same  thing  hap-  rouleau  be  applied  to  the  tongue,  so 

pens  when  the  silver  is  applied  to  the  that  all  the  pieces  are  touchea  by  it, 

eye.  the  irritation  is  very  strone  and  dis- 

8.  When  a  rod  of  zinc,  and  one  of  a|p*eeable.    This  explains  wnat  I  have 

silver,  are  applied  to  the  roof  of  the  often   observed,    the  strong   taste  of 

mouth,  as  far  back  as  possible,  the  soldered  seams  of  metal.    I  can  now 

irritations  produced,  by  bringing  their  perceive  seams  in  brass  and  copper 

outer  ends  into  contact,  are  very  strong,  vessels  by  the  toneue,  which  the  eye 

and  that  by  the  zinc  resembles  taste,  cannot  discover,  ana  can  distinguish  tne 

in  the  same  manner  as  when  applied  base  mixtures  which  abouna  in  gold 

to  the  ton^e.  and  silver  trinkets. 

4.  I  had  been  paring  my  toe  nails  If  any  of  the  above  facts  can  add  to 
with  scissars,  and  had  cut  off  a  consi-  the  stock  of  knowledge  you  have  ac- 
derable  portion  of  the  thick  skin,  so  quired  on  this  subject,  it  will  give  me 
that  the  olood  began  to  ooze  through,  great  satisfaction,  and  I  shall  not  fail 
in  the  middle  of  the  wound.  I  applied  to  communicate  any  thin£[  which  may 
the  zinc  there,  and  an  extensive  surface  afterwards  occur.  My  mdispositioii 
of  silver  to  the  ton^e.  Every  time  I  hinders  me  from  taking  an  active  part 
brought  the  metals  into  contact,  I  felt  in  the  researches,  to  which  this  wonder- 
a  very  smart  irritation  by  the  zinc  at  ful  and  important  discovery  incites ; 
the  wound.  but  it  is  botn  my  duty  and  my  earnest 

5.  I  made  a  piece  of  zinc  having  a  wish,  to  contribute  my  feeble  assistance 
sharp  point,  projecting  laterally  from  to  every  gentleman  engaged  in  this 
its  end.    I  applied  this  point  to  a  hole  interesting  pursuit. 

in  a  tooth,  which  has  sometimes  ached        I  find  that  common  silver  thread 

a  little,  and  applied  the  silver  in  an  makes  a  very  good  conductor,  and  this 

extensive  surface  to  the  inside  of  the  to  any  distance, 
cheek.    When  the  metals  were  brought        Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  found 

into  contact,  I  felt  a  very  smart  and  a  very  easy  way  of  producing  very 

painful  twitch  in  the  tooth,  perfectly  sensible  convulsions    (I   think   mus- 

resembling  a  twitch  of  the  toothache,  cular),  and  corroborating  my  opinion, 

I  thought  this  twitch  double,  and  that  that  the  communication  (of  this  part 

one  of  them  happened  before  the  me-  of  the  whole  effect)  takes  place  before 

tals  came  into  absolute  contact.    I  am  contact. 

now  almost  convinced  that  this  is  the        Put  a  plate  of  zinc  into  one  cheek, 

case,  for  when  I  make  the  silver  rest  and  a  plate  of  silver  (a  crown  piece), 

on  a  dry  tooth,  without  touching  the  into  the  other,  at  a  little  distance  from 

tongue  or  fauces,  I  have  no  twitch  on  each.    Apply  the  cheeks  to  them  as 

bringing  the  outer  ends  of  the  metals  extensively  as  possible.    Thrust  in  a 

together:  showing  that  there  is  not  a  rod  of  zinc  between  the  zinc  and  the 

p;oper  communication  throucfh  a  dry  cheek,  and  a  rod  of  silver  between  the 

tooth.    If,  while  the  outer  ends  remain  silver  and  the  other  cheek.    Bring  their 

in  contact,  I  touch  the  silver  with  the  outer  ends  slowly  into  contact,  and  a 

tip  of  the  tongue,  still  no  twitch  is  felt  smart  convulsive  twitch  will  be  felt  in 

in  the  tooth.    If  I  now  separate  the  the  parts  of  the  gums  situated  between 

outer  ends  of  the  metals,  keeping  the  them,  accompamed  by  bright  flashes 

tongue  applied  to  the  silver,  a  slight  in  the  eyes.    And  these  will  be  dis- 

twitch  is  felt  in  the  moment  of  sepa-  tinctly  perceived  before  contact,  and  a 

ration,  when  they  are  again  brought  second-  time  on  separating  the  ends 

into  contact.  of  the  rods,  or  when  they  bave  again 

N.B.  This  twitch  is  prevented,  by  attained  what  may  be  called  the  striking 

allowing  the  tongue  or  lip  to  touch  distance.    If  the  rods  be  alternate^ 

any  part  of  the  zinc.  no  effect  whatever  is  produced. 
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.  ^  Care  must  Le  taken  not  to  ^ress  the  rhcca ;  and  in  dysmenorrhoea :  in  all  of 

pieces  hard  to  the  gums ;  this  either  which  cases  I  nave  had  numerous  op- 

ninders  us  from  perceiving  the  convul-  portunities    of    ascertaining    its    em- 

siouy  or  prevents  it     I  find  too,  that  ciency. 

one  rod,  whether  zinc  or  silver,  is  sufii-  The  first  time  I  saw  it  exhibited  as  a 

cient  for  the  communication ;  and  even  medicine  was  by  mv  lamented  friend, 

bringing  the  two  pieces  together  will  the  late  Mr.  Parr,  of  this  town,  so  long 

do  as  well,  or  perhaps  better.    But  the  ago  as  the  year  1828.     It  was  in  a  case 

rods  are  easier  in  the  management.  oi  very  large  polypus  of  the  uterus,  ac- 

Askin^  pardon  for  the  liberty  I  have  companied  with  frequent  and  frightful 

taken,  witnout  having  the  honour  of  attacks  of  hemorrhage.    He  gave  the 

your  ac<}uaintance,  I  am,  with  great  ergot  after  all  ordinary  treatment  had 

regard,  sir,  proved  unavailing.      The   effect  pro- 

X  our  most  obedient  humble  servant,  duced  was  not  only  the  moderation  of 

John  Robison.  the  heemorrhage,  but  also  the  expul- 
sion  of  lar^e  and  numerous  masses  of 

the  tumor,  m  many  of  which  a  distinct 

ON  THE  USE  OF  ERGOT.  fibrous  structure  was  perceptible.  After 

its  continued  employment,  the  woman, 

who  had  arrived  at  the  climacteric  pe- 

7Tb  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  riod,  enjoyed  comparative  health  and 

comfort,  being  freed  from  the  repeated 

S'*»  and  alarming  neemorrhages,  ana  expe- 

Having  long  been  convinced  of  the  riencing  no   inconvenience  from  the 

value  of  the  ergot  of  rye  as  a  medicine,  small  portion  of  the  tumor  which,  when 

I  now  beg  to  offer  the  followine;  re-  last  examined,  still  remained.    To  this 

marks  to    my  professional    brethren,  case  I  owe  the  idea  that  it  might  pos- 

through  the  medium  of  your  very  va-  sibly  be  useftil  in  others.      How  far 

luable  journal ;  premising,  that  what  I  this  has  been  justified,  the  sequel  must 

am  about  to  aovance  is  not  the  oflf-  decide. 

spring  of  any  fanciful  notions  as  to  its  In  menorrhagia,  by  which  term  I  do 

possible  efi*ects,  but  a  simple  statement  not  mean  the  mere  increased  menstrual 

of  the  results  by  which  its  use  has  been  discharge,  I  have  found  this  medicine 

followed  in    my  practice  for  several  of  the  greatest  value.     In  this  disease, 

years.      This  assurance  seems  to  be  however,  it  is  necessary  to  ponder  well 

especially   necessary    at    the    present  on  the  individual  circumstances  of  each 

time,  wnen  it  is   out  too  much  the  case,  and  to  use  the  utmost  caution  in 

feshion  to  render  facts  subservient  to  ascertaining  the  cause  on  which  the 

hypotheses.    Whatever,  then,  may  be  disease  depends ;  as  where  such  pre- 

advanccd  in  this  communication  has  caution  has  been  neglected,  it  has  been 

been  actually  observed ;  and  I  am  per-  my  lot  to  see  both  the  sufferings  and 

fectly  satisfied  (due  discrimination  be-  danger  aggravated  by  the  ergot     In 

ing  exercised)  will  be  fully  sanctioned  this  respect  it  does    not  diner  from 

by  further  experience.  other  active  medicines.     The  slightest 

To  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  reflection  will  sufllice  to  call  to  mind 

the  action  of^  the  ergot  on  the  partu-  the  very  different  states  of  the  system 

rient  uterus,  or  the  very  interesting  and  in  which  this  disease  occurs.     It  may, 

important  question  of  its  power  to  ex-  for  example,  happen  in  the  most  phlo- 

cite  uterine  action,  is  foreign  to  my  gistic  and  plethoric,  or  it  may  arise  in 

present  object ;  I  shall  therefore  pro-  a  person  of  a  diametrically  opposite 

ceed  at  once  to  a  statement  of  its  effi-  constitution.      If  given    in    the  first 

cacy  as  a  medicine,  and  the  diseases  in  state  it  is  decidedly  prejudicial,  unless 

which  I  deem  it  worthy  of  confidence,  preceded  by  such  means  as  are  calca- 

They  are — polypus  uteri,  attended  with  lated  to  remove  alike  the  plethora  and 

profuse    hsemorrhage ;    menorrhagia,  morbid    sensibility ;    and  even   when 

where  there  is  no  inordinate  action  of  this  has  been  done,  its  operation  re- 

the  heart  or  arteries,  or  morbid  sensi-  quires  to  be  carefully  observed.    In  the 

bility  of  the  uterine  system ;  in  leucor-  last  it  acts  most  beneficially,  as  it  at 

rhoea,  when  independent  of  infiamma-  once  raises  the  nervous  energy  of  the 

tory  action ;  in  chlorosis  with  amenor-  uterus,  and  through  this  medium  pro- 

707.— XXVIII.  2  K 
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bably  imparts  increased  tone  to  the  subsequent  practice  have  confirmed  my 
relaxed  and  debilitated  vessels  from  reliance  on  the  ergot  in  such  cases, 
which  the  exhalation  takes  place.  The  Even  where  an  opposite  diathesis  pre- 
foUowing  case  affords  a  striking  ex-  vails  it  has  been  employed  advan- 
aniple  of  the  utility  of  the  medicine : —  tageously,  combined  witn  conium  and 
ui  1834  I  was  requested  to  visit  a  h^^oscyamus.  In  such  persons  it  is  ad- 
poor  woman  who  hdA  for  many  years  visable  to  premise  a  moderate  abstrac- 
led  a  most  abandoned  life,  and  who  tion  of  blood  from  the  system,  and  to 
was  apparenjbly  in  a  dying  state  from  keep  up  depletory  action  by  means  of 
extreme  exhaustion.  Her  age  might  saline  cathartics.  In  these  cases,  how- 
be  about  thirty-four.  On  inquiry,  I  ever^  the  infusion  of  roses  with  sul- 
learnt  that  for  the  two  preceding  years  phuric  acid  and  digitalis,  or  alum,  seem 
she  had  suffered  from  repeated  and  more  appropriate, 
severe  haemorrhages  from  the  uterus.  In  leucorrhoea  it  has  been  highly 
and  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  useful.  In  this  disease,  as  in  menor- 
discharge  had  continued  for  manv  rhagia,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
davs,  until,  when  I  saw  her,  thougn  state  of  the  system,  more  particularly 
still  abundant  in  quantity,  it  was  not  the  uterine  disorder  on  which  it  de- 
more  coloured  than  the  serum  of  pends ;  as  where  any  degree  of  inflam- 
healthy  blood.  In  short,  she  seemed  mation  is  present  it  wiU  be  injurious, 
to  be  rapidly  sinking.  I  ordered  her  In  several  distressing  cases  of  this  dis- 
immediately  a  full  dose  of  the  acetate  ease,  where  the  strongest  astrinfi^ent 
of  lead,  with  opium,  to  be  repeated  injections  had  been  employed  without 
every  four  hours;  and  port  wine  or  any  effect,  except  exciting  inflamma- 
brandy,  in  sago,  to  be  given  frequently,  tory  action  which  did  not  previously 
Cold  was  applied,  both  externally  and  exist,  I  have  found  the  ergot,  aided  by 
internally,  by  means  of  an  injection  of  injections  of  simple  warm  water,  or  the 
a  strong  solution  of  alum.  For  a  brief  decoction  of  poppy  capsules,  perfectly 
space  of  time  she  appeared  somewhat  successful.  I  may  observe  en  passant 
relieved ;  but  in  two  or  three  days  the  that  from  considerable  opportunities  of 
heemorrhage  recurred  with  increased  observation,  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  in 
violence,  me  fluid  also  being  more  a  vast  proportion  of  cases  of  leucorrhoea 
sanguineous.  Having,  in  other  cases,  stimulant  and  astringent  injections 
fancied  that  the  ergot  had  been  of  use,  are  not  only  uncalled  for,  but  absolutely 
I  immediately  gave  her  58s.  of  the  contraindicated ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
powder,  to  be  repeated  in  3i.  doses  must  be  acknowledged  that  they  are 
every  three  or  four  hours.  From  the  occasionally  of  great  use. 
lapse  of  an  hour  after  the  first  dose  In  chlorosis  and  amenorrhoea  I  have 
she  experienced  manifest  relief;  and  frequently  experienced  the  good  effects 
on  seeing  her  in  the  evening,  I  directed  of  the  ergot,  after  aloes,  iron,  valerian, 
the  third  dose  not  to  be  given  till  the  cantharides,  &c.  had  all  been  employed 
sixth  hour,  unless  any  recurrence  of  without  the  slightest  advantage.  In 
the  discharge  should  render  it  neces-  these  cases,  when  extreme  nervous  sus- 
sary.  Next  day  she  continued  better;  ceptibility  exists,  it  maybe  most  ad- 
a/id  the  medicine  was  directed  to  be  vantageously  combined  with  the  vale- 
taken  only  night  and  morning.  From  rian,  and  where  the  alvine  system  is 
this  visit  she  went  on  gradually  im-  torpid,  with  aloes.    When  aloes  are  em- 

f  roving,  and  for  two  years  after,  when  ployed,  I  attach  the  preference  to  the 
had  occasion  to  prescribe  for  her,  she  Barbadoes  :  in  doing  so  I  may  be  some- 
had  experienced  no  return  of  hapmor-  what  empirical,  as  it  is  ifficult  to 
rhage.  She  appeared  quite  well  in  account  for  the  superiority  of  the  Bar- 
health,  but  completely  blanched  in  badoes  over  the  socotrine,  as  an  eme- 
colour.  To  this  I  might  add  several  nagogue,  unless  it  be  ascribed  to  the 
other  cases,  occurring  in  persons  of  larger  quantity  of  bitter  principle  con- 
asthenic  constitution,  m  which  similar  tained  in  the  former, 
good  effects  were  derived  from  the  In  dysmenorrhcea  the  ergot  has  been 
ergot,  but  consider  that  it  would  only  most  useful.  In  one  case,  accompanied 
be  a  needless  occupation  of  your  co-  with  what  may  without  exaggeration 
lumns,  and  your  readers'  time.  It  may  be  termed  torture  at  each  period,  it 
be  enough  to  say,  that  seven  years  of  appeared  almost  magical  in  its  opera- 
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tion.    It  is  right  to  state  that  it  was  I  haVfe  now   to    apologize  for  the 

given  in  combination  with  the  valerian  J  length  to  which  this  communication 

which  medicine,  however,  had  been  has  extended,  and  subscribe  myself,  sir, 

previously  given,  but  without  any  ap-  Your  obedient  servant, 

parent  benefit.    To  enter  into  the  detail  -             George  Fife,  M.D. 

of  individual  cases  is  not  only  tedious,  Newcastle  upon-Tyne, 

but  would  also  occupy  too  much  of  Hays?,  i84i. 

your  v^uable  columns.    I  shall  there-  p.s.  The  doses  in  which  I  have  pre- 

fore  endeavour,  with  the  utmost  pos-  scribed  it  have  varied  from  gr.  xf  to 

nble  brevity,  to  explaih  the  apparent  9j.  of  the  powder,  Sss.  to  3J.  of  the 

paradox  of  a  medicme  heme-  of  use  in  concentrated  tincture.    A  good  formula 

cases  at  first  sight  so  pathologically  for  decoction  is  given  in  Foot's  Medical 

opposite.                         ^v  ^  .V  Ahnanack,  although  it  appears  to  me 

It   IS    well  known    that  the  same  that  the  quantity  of  er^t  is  rather 

cause  onerating  on  different  constitu-  small         -*          •^            o 

tions  wfll  be  Allowed  by  effects  pro-  .     My  friend  Mr.  Bennet,  of  Gateshead, 

portionately  variable,    this  is  a  fact  informs  me  that  he  he  has  given  the 

which  does  not  admit  of  refutation,  ergot  in  a  case  of   heBmoptfsis  with 

whether  it  be  applied  to  man  morally  very  satisfactory  results.-d.  F. 

or  physically.     So  then  it  is  with  regard 

to  the  uterine  system,  as  every  man  of 

moderate  experience  will   admit  that  ILLUSTRATIONS 

the  same  morbid  condition  will,  accord-  ^^ 

ing  to  peculiarity  of  constitution,  pro-  ^  ' 

duce  a  very,  dissimilar  train  of  symp-  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT 

toms.     Thus,  whilst  a  congested  state  OF  THE  AMAUROSES. 

of  the  uterine  vessels  will  in  one  person 

lead  to  menorrha^a,  the  same  cause  ^^  Edward  Hockbn,  M.D. 

©Iterating  on  a  different  constitution  fPbr  the  Medical  Gazette.) 

will    be    attended    with    leucorrhcea.  /rA«»{n„aH  #r«« «  atq  ,,«i  ,•  ,o^a_ai  \ 

K*^:^   ^1,^    A.V.                         J.         i»  x-L  (Lontmuea  from  p .  872,  vol.  1. 1840—41.) 
Again,  when  the  nervous  system  of  the 

uterus  is  at  fault,  we  in  one  person  have  .            .   -        -  ^ 

chorea,  in  another  simple  hysteria,  in  Amaurosis  from  Affections  of  the  Spinal 

others  cardiac  and  pulmonic  symptoms,  ^^^  ^^  *'*  Membranes — Amaurosis 

&c.   &c.     This  is  especially  true  in  f^^^    sudden    Sinking  of   the   Vital 

rt^ard  to  menorrhagia  and  leucorrha?a.  Powers, 

These  diseases  may  arise  alike  in  the  Amaurosis  is  an  occasional  symptom 
sthenic  and  asthenic  diatheses,  which  in  functional  or  organic  disease  ot  the 
must  of  course  render  a  corresponding  spinal  cord,  but  by  no  means  a  con- 
modification  of  our  remedial  measures  stant  or  invariable  occurrence  from 
necessary.  Without  using  much  dis-  any  one  disease,  or  from  any  particular 
crimination,  we  aggravate  rather  than  situation  it  may  hold.  Although  such 
alleviate  the  suffering  inseparable  from  is  true,  on  a  general  inspection  of  our 
disease,  and  enrol  ourselves  under  the  knowledge  of  affections  of  the  spinal 
banner  of  empiricism.  cord  and  its  membranes,  since  disease 
I  have  merely  to  add,  that  I  consider  may  arise,  and  make  progress,  and  termi- 
myself  fully  justified  in  recommending  nate  in  any  one  situation  again  and  again, 
the  ergot  as  an  excellent  emena^ogue  and  yet  never  occasion  complete  or  in- 
and  anti-hemorrhagic  agent.  Should  complete  amaurosis,  yet  if  the  recorded 
this  recommendation  be  followed  by  cases  in  which  amaurosis  has  been 
beneficial  results  in  the  hands  of  other  symptomatic  be  examined,  it  will  be 
professional  men,  I  will  regard  myself  found  that  all  situations  are  not  in- 
iis  amply  rewarded  for  the  trouble  of  different,  but  that  disease  of  the  cord 
putting  together  the  foregoing  remarks,  or  membranes  situated  within  the  cer- 
the  correctness  of  which  can  only  be  vical  vertebrse  was  necessary  to  its 
proved  by  trials  more  extensive  than  production,  although  the  same  appa- 
private  practice ;  besides  which,  every  rent  derangement  may  have  held  the 
man  is  liable  to  view  with  partiality  same  situation,  and  presented  nearly 
any  plan  of  treatment,  which,  without  similar  phecnomcna,  a  hundred  times, 
authority,  be  adopts  and  finds  sue-  without  originating  amaurosis;  the 
cessful.  cervical  disease  being  free  from  com- 
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plication,  or  in  connexion  widi  a  simi-  of  the  corpora  pyramidalia,  corpora 
far  disease  in  other  portions  of  the  spine,  olivaria,  and .  corpora  restiformia,  se< 
In  objection  to  this  statement  of  quently  with  the  anterior,  middle,  and 
disease  of  the  cervical  portion  of  the  posterior  cerebral  lobes,  and  those  of  the 
cord  being  necessary,  there  are  some  cerebellum,  explain  the  propagation  of 
apparent  exceptions.  I  will  presently  irritation  to  the  origins  of  the  optic 
mention  a  case  where  the  dorsal  por-  nerves,  and  thus  account  for  what  may  be 
tion  was  softened,  whilst  the  cervical  termed  spinal  amaurosis?  Be  this  as 
was  healthy;  yet  I  believe  that,  in  it  may,  let  the  following  abbreviated 
such  cases,  traces  of  disease  may  be  case  speak  for  itself : — 
found  in  the  cervical  membranes,  or  .  ,  ... 
that  the  cervical  portion  is  implicated  Induratum  qf  the  spinal  cord,  wtih  loss 
in  some  other  way.  I  do  not  believe  of  sight  and  hearing. 
that  lumbar  disease  ever  does  or  can  These  remarkable  phenomena*  oc- 
produce  such  symptoms.  curred  in  the  Marquis  de  Cousan,  corn- 
Diseases  of  the  spine,  producing  mencing  first  with  prickine  in  the 
amaurosis,  may  or  may  not  occur  con-  fingers  and  toes  of  the  right  siae,  which 
jointly  with  disease  of  the  brain  or  its  gradually  extended  along  the  arm  and 
membranes:  it  may  be  strictly  fptna/,  and  leg:  the  parts  wasted,  became  cold, 
quite  unconnected,  with  cerebral  disturb-  and  lost  their  feeling;  but  some  de- 
ance.  The  results  of  pathological  ana-  gree  of  motion  was  retained.  After  a 
tomy  can,  however,  never  have  more  than  twelvemonth  the  left  side  became  simi- 
a  limited  application  to  the  physiology  larly  affected,  and  he  then  lost  all  pjower 
of  the  brain.  We  are  unacquainted  of  motion  in  the  trunk  or  extremities ; 
with  the  laws  according  to  which  the  the  other  functions  continuing  for  some 
different  parts  of  the  organ  participate  time  in  a  healthy  state.  His  sight  and 
in  the  affections  of  each  other ;  ana  we  hearing  were  next  deranged,  being 
can  only,  in  a  general  way,  re^rd  as  first  weakened,  and  then  gradually  de- 
certain,  that  organic  diseases  in  one  stroyed.  He  subsequently  lost  his 
part  of  the  brain  may  induce  changes  speech,  and  the  power  of  swallowing,  in 
m  the  functions  of  other  parts ;  hut  the  same  g^dual  manner ;  dying  soon 
from  these  facts,  and  the  results  of  afterwards. 

pathological  anatomy,  we  cannot  al-  On  a  post-mortem  examination  the 
ways  draw  certain  conclusions.  Dege-  brain  ana  all  the  viscera  were  found 
nerations  in  the  most  various  parts  of  quite  healthy.  That  part  of  the  spinal 
the  brain,  which  appear  from  experi-  cord  which  is  included  in  the  cervical 
ment  to  have  no  immediate  connection  vertebree  was  so  hard  as  to  have  the  con- 
with  the  central  organs  of  the  sense  of  sistence  of  cartilage,  and  the  membranes 
vision,  nevertheless  frequently  cause  of  this  portion  were  red,  as  if  inflamed, 
blindness ;  and  at  this  we  must  be  the  Remarks. — A  more  convincing  proof 
less  surprised,  since  even  in  the  diseases  of  the  occasional  dependence  of  amau- 
of  the  spinal  cord,  as  tabes  dorsalis,  rosis  on  uncomplicated  spinal  disease, 
imperfect  amaurosis  is  a  frequent  symp-  could  not  well  be  found :  here  its  ori- 
tom*.  gin  and  progress  were  gradual,  and  its 
Experience  has  without  doubt  proved  termination  complete,  and  this  in  con> 
the  occasional  dependence  of  imperfec-  nexion  with  loss  of  the  sense  of  hear- 
tion  or  loss  of  vision  solely  on  spinal  ing.  We  may  safely  conclude  that  a 
disease ;  but  the  explanation  of  such  knowledge  of'^physiology,  based  on  ex- 
cases  is  by  no  means  easy.  How  dis-  periments  performed  on  healthy  ani- 
ease  of  a  part  apparently  unconnected  mals,  by  no  means  always  explains  the 
in  function  witn  vision,  such  as  the  phenomena  observable  in  disease ; 
spinal  cord,  can  produce  aboli-  and  hence  that  the  true  vital  relations 
tion  of  sensation  in  the  visual  ner-  and  sympathetic  connexions  of  organs, 
vous  apparatus,  partial  or  complete  or  particular  parts  of  those  orgaiis, 
(amaurosis),  is  indeed  curious :  but  are  learnt  rather  from  observation 
what  is  the  modus  operandi  of  such  ex-  and  reasoning,  in  disease,  than  from 
citing,  or  perhaps  rather  efficient,  the  apparent  results  of  experimental 
causes  ?    Can  the  anatomical  relations  reasoning    during    health,     however 


*  Vide  TrsnslstioD   pf  MQller'a  Pbyiiology,        «  Vide   Portal,  Conn  d'AnAtomie  MMicmle, 
vol,  i.  p.  sao.  torn.  It. 
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much    we  may   learn  from  such   of  distance   fell    completely    insensible. 

the    immediate     functions    normally  His  face  was  pale;    his   pupils    im- 

Eerformed.    Who,  for  instance,  would  moveable,  much  dilated,  and   of   the 

ave    concluded    that  the   senses    of  same  size  on  either  side ;   eye-lids   at 

sight   and    smell   held   the  remotest  first   half  closed;    immobility  of  the 

connection  with  the  cervical  spine  ?  globe  of  the  eye ;  mouth  half  open ; 

But  pathological  observation  has  cer-  tongue  covered  with  arterial  blood,  and 

tified  what   experimental   physiology  occasionally   protruded,    but    without 

never  could  have  accomplished.     I  my-  permanent  deviation  of  its  point;  lips 

self  met  with  a  case  which  might  per-  covered  with  frothy  saliva ;  no  percep- 

haps  be  referred  to  the  head  of  *-*  spmal  tible  tension  of  the  mouth.    The  respi- 

amaurosis."    A  child  became  afiected  ratory  movements  were  irregular,  with 

with  many  symptoms  resembUng  ordi-  occasional  stertor ;  the  limbs  in  a  state 

nary  infantile  remittent,  and  some  ten-  of  rigidity,  readily  overcome,  and  not 

dency  to  spasmodic  actions ;   such  as  permanent :  convulsive  movements  oc- 

flexine  of  the  thumbs  and  great  toes  curred  when  the  skin  was  pinched,  or 

inwaras  on  the  palms  and  soles.    After  cut,  in  bleeding.     He  died  live  hours 

flome  days  the  head  was  drawn  to  the  after  the  first  attack.    On  examining 

left  side,  and  fixed  in  that  situation,  the  bodv  the  central  protuberance  was 

the  child  complaining  of  great  pain  found  changed  into  a  pouch  filled  with 

and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  blood,  partly  coagulated,   and  mixed 

cervical  vertebrce.    Shortly  afterwards  with  some  frac^ments  of  nervous  sub- 

the  mother  asserted  that  the  child  was  stance,  softened  and  coloured  by  this 

blind,  that  it  never  took  the  least  no-  liquid.     This  efiusion  made  its  way 

tice  of  passing  objects,  but  was  in  other  laterally  by  a  small  opening,  but  the 

respects  quite  sensible.    The  look  was  principal  rupture  existed  in  the  fourth 

staring  and  vacant,  the  pupils  of  both  ventricle,  the  floor  of  which,  divided 

eyes  dilated,  and  but  very  little  sensible  transversely,  had  given  issue  to  the 

to  alternations  of   light   and    shade,  blood  which  distended  the  parietes  of 

This  condition  remained  about  a  week,  the  ventricle. 

when    all  the  febrile  symptoms,  the  The  brain  and   the    cord  may  be 

pain  in  the  neck,  and  the  blindness,  simultaneously    affected,    and    amau- 

g^radually  passed  off,  mainly  by  atten-  rosis  may  be  symptomatic  of  such  con- 

tion  to  the  condition  of  the  alimentary  dition,  as  in  the  following  case  from 

canal.  Abercrombie*.   A  strong  healthy  child. 

But  very  severe  disease  may  exist  in  aged  nearly  two  years,  after  being  op- 

the  cervical  spine,  and  yet  any  affec-  pressed  and  feverish  for  two  days,  was 

tionof  the  sight  or  hearing  be  absent.    I  seized  with  violent  convulsions.    The 

saw  a  patient  in  the  Devon  and  Exeter  first  fit  continued  about  an  hour,  and 

Hospital,  who  had  actually  spit  up  left  her  comatose,  with  distortion  of  the 

through  his  pharynx  several  large  ca-  eyes.  She  was  subsequently  reattacked 

rious  portions  of  the  bodies  of  those  with  convulsions,  which  were  now  at- 

bones ;  and  yet  no  such  symptom  here  tended  by  violent  and  irregular  action 

existed.     I  believe  the  portions  of  ver-  of  the  heart,  and  a  peculiar  spasmodic 

tebr«e  spit  up  were  preserved  by  Mr.  action  of  the  diaphragm,  leaving  her 

James,  of  that  city.  in  a  comatose  condition,  from  which 

she  never  recovered.     She  took  food 

Amtmrosis  from  hjnnorrhage  and  rupture  q^  medicine  when  they  were  put  into 

of  the  ceohalic  bulb  of  the  spinal  mar-  her  mouth,  but  shewed  no  other  ap- 

row,  and  of  the  annular  protuberance,  pearance  of  sensibility.    The  eye  was 

^c.Sfc.  completely  insensible,  and  the  pulse 

M.  D.,*  a  middle-sized  man,  with  a  very  freauent.      She  had  afterwards 

lar^  head,  short  neck,  broad  shoulders,  several  slight  attacks  of  convulsions, 

andf  a  large  abdomen,  very  muscular,  and  one  more  severe  a  short  time  before 

being  at  work  in  the  open  air,  com-  death,    which    happened  thirty-three 

plained  suddenly  of  ringing  in  the  ears ;  hours  after  the  first  attack.     Inspection 

some  minutes  after  which  he  screamed  shewed  only  in  the  brain  slight  increase 

from   acute    pain.     He    arose,    com-  of  vascularity  and  effusion  under  the 

menced  running,  and   after    a  short  arachnoid;  acopiousdischarge  of  bloody 

*  Vide  OUiTJer's  Troitd  de  la  Moelle  Epini^re,  *  Practical  Researches  on  Diseases  of  the  i^rain 

Ito.  torn.  ii.  p.  511.  and  Spinal  Cord,  &c.    3d  Edit.  p.  $56. 
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fluid  escaping  from  the  spinal  canal  and  relapses.  ^Yide  author's  first  paper, 
when  the  brain  and  cerebellum  were  Lancet,  vol.  ii.  p.  7,  and  *'  Amaurosis 
removed.  When  the  spinal  canal  was  from  Hysteria,"  vol.  ii.  1839-40.) 
laid  open  a  considerable  deposition  of  A  lady  became  afiected  with  numb- 
a  colourless  gelatinous  fluid  was  dis-  ness  and  partial  loss  of  power  in 
covered  between  the  canal  and  the  dura  the  right  arm  and  leg,  and  some  time 
mater,  most  abundant  in  the  cervical  after  nad  slight  dimculty  of  articula- 
and  upper  dorsal  regions :  a  small  tion ;  these  symptoms  being  sub- 
quantity  of  the  bloody  fluid  also  re-  ducd  by  treatment,  returned,  affecting 
mained.  The  substance  of  the  cord,  both  sides,  after  some  months,  wiu 
at  the  upper  part,  seemed  softer  than  the  characters  of  chorea.  After  another 
natural,  and  very  easily  torn.  All  the  interval  of  some  months,  she  became 
viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  were  hable  to  attacks  of  blindness,  the  upper 
healthy :  the  foramen  ovale,  however,  eyelids  falling  down  so  that  she  could 
remained  pervious  by  a  small  opening,  not  raise  them  :   when  raised  by  the 

Again,  I  would  remark  that  simple  hand,  the  eyes  were  found  distorted 

injury  from  mechanical  causes  may  be  upwards.    Tnese  attacks  continued  for 

atttended  with  dilated  and  insensible '  weeks  at  a  time.    The  case  went  on  for 

pupils.  two  years  in  this  manner.    For  four 

A  man*  fell  from  a  tree,  and  years  subsequent  to  this  period  she  be- 
Hghted  on  his  back,  and  likewise  came  subject  to  most  peculiar  symp- 
struck  the  back  of  his  head,  in  which  a  toms,  apparently  referriWe  to  the  spine ; 
wound  in  the  integuments  took  place,  no  doubt  hystcricaL  At  the  end  of  this 
He  lay  in  a  condition  of  syncope  for  protracted  period  she  suddenly  re* 
some  minutes :  on  his  recovery  it  was  covered  from  a  severe  paroxysm  m  an 
found  that  the  lower  extremities  were  instant,  with  a  convulsive  start,  men- 
entirely  deprived  of  sense  and  motion,  struation  having,  at  this  instant,  taken 
He  had  aiterwards  retention  of  urine,  place  in  a  more  full  and  healthy  man- 
tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  headache,  ner  than  it  had  done  for  years.  She  now 
dilatation  of  the  pupil,  extreme  anxiety,  recovered  completely  —  Abercromlne. 
difficult  deglutition,  and  stertorous  Dr.  Abercrombie  also  minutely  de- 
breathing  :  tne  pulse  being  as  low  as  tails  another  case,  attended  with  very 
38  in  the  minute.  He  recovered  gra-  peculiar  symptoms  :  "  During  these 
dually,  and  was  well  in  three  weeks,  attacks  she  became  suddenly  silent  and 
Was  this  spinal  or  cerebral?  Dr. Mon-  motionless;  the  eyes  open,  but  fixed 
teith,  of  Grlasgow,  reported  some  cases  and  insensible,  witn  total  unconscious- 
of  spinal  affections  to  Dr.  Abercrombie  ness  of  every  thing."  She  never  per- 
of  an  anomalous  nature.  Beside  a  great  fectly  recovered  from  the  affection.— 
variety  of  painful  and  spasmodic  symp-  Loc  cit.  p.  412.  I  shall  make  no 
toms,  there  was  in  general  a  ^eat  aver-  apology  for  introducing  the  outUne  of 
sion  to  light,  and  one  of  his  patients  another  case  firom  the  same  author, 
lay  in  a  state  of  almost  total  darkness 
for  more  than  a  year.    In  one  patient  RomoUissement  qf  the  cord— Amaurosis. 

there  was  incessant  vomiting,  so  that  A  boy,  aged  seven,  had  been  indis- 

she  retained  nothing  of  food,  drink,  or  posed  from  the  18th  to  the  20th  of  May, 

medicine  for  six  weeks.    In  this  case  i823,  but  so  as  to  attract  little  notice  : 

the  vision  was  also  veiy  much  impaired,  there  had  been  some  slight  headache 

and  twice  suspended  for  a  consiaerable  and  feverishness,  but  he  seemed  utmost 

time.    Nothing  was.  discovered  about  well  on  the  morning  of  the  22d.    He 

the  spine  in  any  of  these  cases,  and  the  was  seized  on  the  same  afternoon  with 

pain  m  the  spine  was  not  increased  by  general  and  severe   convulsions,    be- 

Eressure,  but  it  was  very  much  increased  coming    partiaUy  comatose;    the  eye 

y  motion,  or  by  attempting  a  sitting  fixed  and  insensible.    He  became  less 

posturet .    I  should  myself  regard  these  incoherent  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 

rather  as  examples  of  local  hysteria  complained  of  headache  and  impatience 

I  than  as  actual  cases  of  diseased  spines,  of  hght.    In  the  evening  there  was  a 

especially  from  their  history,  treatment,  slight  appearance  of  squinting ;  and  in 

the  nignt  some  convulsions.    On  the 

24th  he  seemed  better.    Eye  natural ; 

•  Journal  Univeijcl,  torn,  xxviii.  foce  pale  5  pulse  120.    The  convulsions 

t  For  an  account  of  these  cases  vide  Abcr-  .     *^j  '  ^^              .         0  jV    v%^]v 

crombie,  he,  eit.  p.  404.  returned  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth ; 
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after  which  he  sankinto  alow  oppressed  remembered  that  a  very  considerable 

state,  and  died  early  in  the  afternoon.  quantity,  of  fluid  flowed  from  the  spinal 

Inspection. — There  was  no  eflTusion,  canal  on  the  removal  of  the  brain,  and 

and  no  appearance  of  disease,  in  the  more  was  found  on  laying  open   the 

brain.     On  removing  the  brain  a  con-  canal  itself,  between  the  cord  and  the 

siderable  quantity  of  fluid  flowed  from  external  membrane, 

the  spinal  canal,  and  more  was  found  Should  these  considerations  appear 

on  laying  open  the  canal.    The  cord  insufficient,  I  own  myself  no  bigot  to 

was  healthy  at  the  cervical  portion,  these  opinions,  but  that  where  the  law 

but  was  remarkably  softened  andbroken  is,  that  if  amaurotic  symptoms  arise 

down  in  the  upper  part  of  the  dorsal  with,  those  of  spinal  disease,  the  cer- 

region.      This    appearance    extended  vical  portion  is  implicated,  or  solely 

for  several  inches,  but  varied  in  degree,  affected,  the  exception  may  be  that  the 

At  one  place   a  complete  separation  upper  dorsal  region  is  the  originating 

took  place  in  attempting  to  raise  the  part,  and  that  the  cervical  is  little  if  at 

cord,  the  part  falling  down  into  a  soft  all  concerned.  The  deductions  at  which 

diffluent  pulp   throughout   its    whole  I  have  myself  arrived,  from  an  attentive 

diameter.      From  the  middle  of   the  consideration  of  cerebral  and  spinal  dis- 

dorsal  portion  it  was  quite  Arm  and  eases,  are,  that  the  symptoms  are  de- 

healthy.    The  inner  membrane  of  the  pendent  on  their  situation  and  extent, 

cordwasdarkcoloured,  highly  vascular,  rather  than  on  their  nature,  since  the 

and  showed  evident  marks  of  in  flam-  most  opposite  conditions,   as  regards 

mation  at  the  part  corresponding  with  their  pataology,  and  every  intermediate 

the  softened  portion  *.  stage,  may  produce  the  same  pheno- 

Remarks. — ^The  cases  I  have  already  mena,  provided  that  they  give  rise  to 

detailed  are  quite  sufficient  to  prove  the  same  extent,  degree,  and  situation 
that  various  affections  and  diseases  of    of  mechanical  eflTects ;  or  to  vital  rela- 

the  spine  may  and  do  frequently  ori-  lions  which  ori^nate  the  same  impair- 

ginate   amaurotic  affections,    as    pro-  ment  of  function.     Hence  the  local 

minent  symptoms  of  their  existence —  symptom  of  hypersemia  or  aniemia  are 

a  fact  which  seems  to  have  been  over-  identical;  and  no  difference  is  apparent 

looked  by  all  previous  ophthalmological  from  the  pressure  and  derangea  circu- 

writers.    In  the  case  last  alluded  to  the  lation  induced  by  idiopathic  apoplexy, 

dorsal  portion  of  the  spinal  cord,  in  its  a  depressed  skull,  or  the  introduction 

upper  part,  was  so  considerably  softened  of  some  foreign  body,  or  whether  the 

as  to  give  way  completely  when  an  local  accumulation  be  pus,  or  blood,  or 

attempt  was  made  to  raise  it,  but  the  .  serum,  provided  that  the  rapidity  of 

cervical  region  was  quite  healthy.  accumulation  be  similar,  and  the  situa- 

As  this  is  a  solitary  case,  in  opposi-  tion,  extent,  &c.  be  identical,  as  before 

tion  to  the  great  number  I  have  before  mentioned. 

alluded  to,  the  general  deduction,  with 

which  I    commenced  —  namely,    that  Amaurosis  from  sudden  sinking  of  the 

where  amaurotic  symptoms  were  in-  vital  powers. — I  will  allude  to  two  cases 

duced,   the   cervical  portions  of  the  of  this  description,  to  conclude  this 

membranes  or  cord  were  always  affected,  paper.      A  man    in   the  Devon  and 

either  separately  or  conjointly,  does  Exeter    Hospital,    a   patient   of   Mr. 

not  appear  to  me  disproved.    Although,  Barnes,  had  his  leg  amputated,*   his 

in  the  present  case,  uie  membranes  only  subsequent  treatment  devolving  on  me 

displayed  evident  marks  of  inffamma-  •  whilst  a  pupil  at  that  institution.    The 

tion  at  the  part  corresponding  to  the  case  proceeded  unfavourably  j  the  vital 

softened  portion,  increased  vascularity  powers  sunk  rapidly,  and  about  a  Week 

may  have  existed  above  during  life ;  after  the  performance  of  the  operation 

for  post-mortem  examinations    never  he  died.    On  the  morning  preceding 

can  unravel  vital  pathology.    But  on  his  death  he  was  calm  and  collected, 

this  supposition  I  lay  little  stress,  since  and  assured  me  he  was  perfectly  blind 

I  attribute  the  production  of  the  amau-  in  his  right  eye :  the  globe  was  sunken 

rotic  phenomena  to  the  accumulation  and  flaccid.  On  the  same  afternoon  the 

of  fluid,  and  the  pressure  thus  exerted '■ 

on  the  cervical  spine  ;    for  it  is  to  be  *  He  waa  an  old  man,  and  the  amputation  was 

undertaken  under  unfavourable  circumstances. 

'    ""  I  have  alluded  to  it  only  as  an  example  of  the  form 

«  hoc.  cit.  p.  S43.  of  amaurosis. 
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whole  anterior  part  of  the  eyeball  ap-  scale,  a  more  and  more  speedy  reaction, 

Seared  brown,  dry,  and  shrivelled.  He  till  the  reaction  almost  immediately  foi- 
led in  the  evening.  A  lady  was  sud-  lows  the  depression ;  the  force  of  the 
denly  seized,  within  half  an  nour,  with  reaction  being  generally  proportionate 
a  depression  of  the  general  nervous  to  the  previous  depression  experienced, 
system,  to  so  low  an  ebb,  that  imme-  I  trust,  in  my  next  paper,  to  dwell 
diate  dissolution  was  anticipated.  on  the  forms  under  whicn  hyperemia 
Although  death  was  expected  every  ofthevisualnervous  textures  conjointly 
minute,  so  great  was  the  collapse,  yet  produce  amaurosis, 
by  the  constant  use  of  the  most  power- 
ful stimuli,  the  action  of  the  heart  was  = 

still  kept  up,  and  the  patient  kept  alive :  

with  this  condition  of  the  nervous  sys-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

tem  the  sight  was  completely  lost ;  the 

eyes  were  completely  insensible  to  the  Friday,  June  18,  1841. 

impression  of  fight.    These  symptoms,  

with  but  little  change,  continued  during 

a  space  of  five  weeks,  when,  for  the  first  "  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dii^iutem 

time,  some  slight  symptoms  of  reaction  ^'(7.  ^^"^^  *««" '  ,I^*«».^,  "°<*<»  veniendi  in 

occurred;   witliin   the  short  space  of  P«»>»>cuhi  .it.  dicendi  pcnculun,  noo  «ni.or 

half  an  hour  bringing  hopes  of  recovery  ______ 

from  a  condition  diflfermg  little  from 

death.    The  heart  continued  to  act  of  APOTHECARIES  r.  CHEMISTS. 

its  own  accord,  without  stimuli,  for  half 

an  hour;  and  from  that  time  she  slowly  The    cause    between    the    Society  of 

but  eventually  recovered     On  the  in-  Apothecaries  and  Mr.  Greenough,  re- 

auction  of  complete  reaction,  the  true  ^   , .                 i_     ^     t        i^iT  -Ii 

but  previously  unintelligible  cause  of  ported  in  our  number  for  June  4th,  lUus- 

all  this  alarming  depression  succeeded :  trates  admirably  well  the  anomalous 

the  rash  of  scarlatina  developed  itself;  position    of   medical    practitioners  in 

and  soon  the  disease  was  fully  marked,  ^^e  present  day,  and  might  afibrd  many 

ohe  passed  safely  through  the  exanthe-  fi_.  ^          ^i.        ^    ^    ^       j-     i 

matous  fever,  and  eventually  regained  ^^  ^^^  ^°  *^  ^"°J^'  ^^  medical 

perfect  health.*  reform. 

Such  cases  as    these,   are,  I  have  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  evident  that 

no  doubt,  known    to  many ;    and  I  ^he  defendant,  Greenough,  had  every 

may  remark  that  the  progress  influ-  -  .    .          -j          n-  .         -^u  .iT 

ences  the  result;   the  sinkfng,  if  slow  ^"^^^^^  *^  *^^>^  *  ^«^^^«^^^  ^^^^  ^^*^ 

and  gradual,  not  giving  rise  to  blind-  Apothecanes'  Company,  for  it  will  be 

ness,  whereas  amaurosis  may  occur  if  seen  that  in  all  his  biUs  he  called  him- 

^e  vital  powers  be  rapidly  depressed  gdf  Surgeon ;    knowing  well  enough 

from  any  cause.  The  second  case  lUus-  *u  «.  *u         i                 *•       •     x*     i     j 

trates  the  influence  of  a  powerful  im-  ^^^^  *^*^  ^^^^  corporation  m  Engknd 

pression  on  an  individual,  where  the  possessed  of  power  to  make  surgeons 

powers  of  the  general  nervous  system  has  no  power  to  prevent  any    indi- 

were  feeble,  and  is  in  accordance  with  vidual  who  chooses  from  assuming  that 

?hfuf':i;X^±VinCnce"rS:  «"-     And,  indeed,  it  mu«t  have  been 

erted  on  a  prt,  or  on  the  system  gene-  *  source  of  no  less  surpnse  than  satis- 

rally,  if  tne  general  tone  allow,  not  faction,  when  this  defendant,  assailed 

only  is  it  expelled,  but  increased  action  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  whom 

"^^"t^'  r}^'  """i  ?'^  T^'^"^'  i}^^\o^^\  he  had  so  cleverly  striven  to  avoid, 

or  the  general  tone  be  deficient,  the  *.       ,    ,         ,                            i       ^    / 

vital  depression  is  proportionate  to  the  "^""5            ^          ^^  ^^^  *  loophole 

condition    and    the    intensity  of   the  furnished — unadvisedly    (to    use    the 

cause,    immediate    death    being    the  mildest  term)— by  the  Judge,  through 


or 
all 


ultimum;  then  death  at  a  more  remote  ^^ich  he  might  escape,  bv  stating 
penod ;  and,  as  we  gradually  ascend  the  ,.         °         ...  .. 

^ precending  that,  while  exercising 

*  From  the  Author's  manuscaipt  note*  of  Dr.  the  positive  functions  of  a  physician 
lAtnain'8  lectureg.  Vide  also  Essay  on  Influenctf  ,     -  ,  i     i  *i        ,i. 

of  Con&titution,  &c.  p.  38.  and  of  an  apothecary,  ana  while  calling 


APOTHECARIES  VERSUS  CHEMIST?.  505 

himself  a  surgeon,  he  was,  in  fact,  only  to  prevent  their  doing  so  in  future,  and 

doing  the  same  as  any  chemist  and  drug-  to  give  them,  when  an  examination 

gist  did,  or  might  have  done,  before  proved  them  competent,  a  license  to 

the  passing  of  the  Apothecaries'  Bill  in  discharge  the  same  functions  as  before 

1815.  they  had  performed  unlicensed.    And 

Whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to  read  the  simple  fact  of  the  enactment  of 
the  case  will  find,  that  the  escape  of  the  such  a  measure  affords  ample  proof 
defendant  was  entirely  due  to  the  that  all  who  did  thus  act,  visiting 
difficulty  of  determining  what  was  patients,  writing  prescriptions,  or  dis- 
the  difference  between  an  apothecary  pensing  medicines  on  their  own  au- 
and  a  chemist  before  1815.  Mr.  Wat-  thority,  were  regarded  as  apothecaries, 
son,  his  counsel,  assumed  and  stated  and,  as  carrying  on  a  practice  which, 
that  the  difference  was  substantially  without  the  test  of  an  examination, 
nothing,  and  nominally  no  greater  than  they  could  not  all  be  safely  trusted 
the  members  of  either  craft  thought  with.  The  preface  of  the  Act,  there- 
fit  to  make  it  for  themselves.  For  ex-  fore,  exactly  defines  the  class  of  persons 
ample,  if  a  man  chose  to  call  himself  upon  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate; 
apothecary,  he  became  so,  with  the  they  were  those  who,  being  unlicensed, 
advantage  of  being  thought,  perhaps,  a  practised  medicine  under  any  name 
clever  well-educated  man ;  whereas,  if  but  that  of  physicians.  If  any  one, 
he  called  himself  a  chemist — a  chemist  previous  to  1815,  calling  himself  a 
he  was,  with  the  disadvantage  of  being  chemist,  did  thus  practise,  he  became, 
deemed,  perhaps,  an  unlettered  man ;  by  that  very  deed,  an  apothecary ;  and 
but,  he  might  have  added,  the  benefit  of  it  was  to  guard  the  public  in  subse- 
being  regarded  a  cheap  one.  And  thus,  quent  years  against  such,  that  the  Act 
after  1815,  they  might  both  continue  to  was  framed. 

perform  the  self-same  functions,  the  one  What  chemists    really  were  before 

by  right  of  the  Society's  license,  the  1815  is  easily  told:  some  of  them  were 

other  by  right  of  his  own ;   the  one  a  small  unimportant  class,  who  sold 

necessarily  well  educated,  the  other  as  spices,  certain  articles  of  grocery,  and 

ignorant  as  he  pleased;  the  one  in  a  some  drugs;  who,  somewhat  elevated 

measTure  bound  to  confine  himself  within  above  the  ordinary  grocers,  trod  on  the 

his  own  province,  the  other  fettered  by  heels  of  the  apothecaries  in  the  counter- 

nothing  but  his  own  inclination.  Kne,  but  never  ventured  to  do  more  in 

Such  a  doctrine,  being  difficult  of  prescribing  or  recommending  medicines 
subversion  by  definitive  facts  regarding  than  one  neighbour  might  to  another ; 
the  actual  and  legal  distinctions  be-  the  rest,  and  the  most  important  class, 
twcen  chemists  and  apothecaries  before  were  the  wholesale  chemists,  who  oc- 
1815,  may  hold  good  in  a  court  of  com-  cupied  the  same  position  then  as  now, 
mon  law  (though  of  this  we  think  there  and  who,  as  merchants,  supplied  the 
is  very  great  doubt) ;  but  it  certainly  chief  consumers  of  drugs,  the  apothe- 
can  never  hold  in  a  court  of  either  caries.  That  the  first  class  interfered  in 
equity  or  common  sense.  The  Apothe-  no  way  with  the  management  of  the  pub- 
caries*  Act  was  passed  because  apothe-  lie  health  is  proved  as  plainly  as  if  it  had 
caries,  so  called,  and  so  calling  them-  been  openly  dechu-ed,  by  the  fact  that  the 
selves,  practiced  as  Mr.  Greenough  has  Apothecaries'  Act,  which  was  intended 
done,  performing  all  the  essential  func-  to  guard  the  public  against  unhcensed 
tions  of  physicians  without  any  proof  practitioners,  left  the  customs  and 
of  their  competency;  and  its  object  was  rights  of  chemists  and  druggists,  who 
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at  that  time  were  not  practitioners,  mitted  to  make  their  market  in  their 

imdisturbed.    For  what  effect  could  the  neighbours'  sickness, 

act  possibly  have  had,  if,  in  1816,  a  We  believe  that  none  ever  doubted 

person  wishing  to  discharge  all  the  the    propriety  of   passing,   in    1815, 

offices  of  a  licensed  apothecary,  but  some   measure    with    the    objects    of 

not  willing,  or  not  able,  to  obtain  the  this  Act ;   and  if  the  same,  or  a  still 

license,    had    only  .needed   to    write  greater  necessity,  exist  now,  such  a 

chemist,  instead  of  apothecary,  over  his  measure  will  surely  not  be  withheld, 

door  ?  If  chemists  are  determined  to  be  apothe- 

Such — ^however  the  present  action  caries,  let  them  be  so  ;  and  we  heartily 

may  terminate — ^is  a  common-sense  view  wish  them  prosperity,  if  they  will  only 

of  the  case :  the  fact  of  the  Apothe-  be    content  to   be   so    by  right  and 

caries'  Act  having  been  passed,  and  its  license,  and  with  an  assurance  to  the 

evident  object,  are  the  best  proofs  that,  public  that  they  are  competent  to  the 

previous  to  1815,  the  practices  of  che-  discharge  of  all  an  apothecary's  duties, 

mists  and  of  apothecaries  were  not  the  Only  let  them  not  sneak  into  privileges 

same ;  and  therefore  that  no  man  has  which  other  men  gain  openly  by  hard 

any  right  to  evade  the  provisions  of  labour ;  but,  for  their  own  sakes,  let  it 

the  Act  by  pleading  that  he  does  but  be  granted  that  any  one  of  them,  de- 

follow  the  same  business  as  a  chemist  siring  to  rise  honestly  from  his  shop  to 

did  before  it  was  passed.  a  respectable  medical  practice,  may  do 

If  there  be  any  chance  that  suqh  a  so  by  obtaining  the  apothecary's  or 

plea  will  hereafter  be  available,  it  will  an  equivalent  license  in  the  ordinary 

at  once  virtually  license  the  hundreds,  way — save  by  the  serving  of  an  appren> 

—  we    might,     perhaps,     say    thou-  ticeship. 

sands — of  chemists  who  are  now  prac-  It  appears  to  us  that  in  all  schemes 
tising  under  no  title,  or  under  that  of  of  medical  change,  the  disposition 
surgeons.  Should  this  action  termi-  and  the  capability  of  the  pubtic  to 
nate  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  the  pay  their  medical  attendants  is  &r  too 
power  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  much  disregarded  ;  whatever  enact- 
to  protect  its  licentiates  is  gone,  and  ments  are  made,  whatever  corpora- 
with  it  their  whole  occupation  of  tions  are  established,  money  will  in 
granting  licenses.  Gone,  at  least,  they  the  main  guide  alL  If  the  whole  body 
will  be,  imless  chemists  and  druggists  of  practitioners  are  to  be  possessed 
be  placed  under  regulations  similar  to  of  the  highest  amount  of  medical 
those  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act.  What-  knowledge  that  can  be  obtained  by  a 
ever  may  have  been  the  defects  in  prolonged  and  expensive  course  of 
the  details  o(  that  measure,  or  the  study,  they  must  be  paid  accordingly ; 
errors  in  working  it,  it  certainly  has,  they  must  have  much  handsomer 
upon  the  whole,  done  much  good,  means  than  the  public  can  or  will  afford 
It  was  a  great  public  evil  that  any  to  pay  to  a  great  number,  and  their 
one  should  pretend  to  take  charge  of  numbers  must,  therefore,  decrease  in 
other  men's  health  without  a  guarantee  even  a  greater  proportion  than  there  is 
of  his  competency.  But  it  will  be  a  still  at  present  any  prospect  that  they  will, 
greater  evil  now  if  the.  same  lawless-  And  if  they  did  thus  decrease,  which  is 
ness  prevail ;  if,  when  competition  is  most  improbable,  even  then  the  public 
much  closer,  and  money  much  scarcer,  would  require  at  least  one  other  class, 
and  cheapness  often  much  more  prized  There  are  few,  except  among  the  more" 
than   safety,   all  men    are   alike  ad-  opulent,  who,  when  themselves  or  their 
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families  are  attacked  with  sickness,  do  how  he  leaves  the  post  he  occupies, 

not  consider  at  least  two  distinct  things;  His  professional  talents  are  equalled 

the  chance  of  recovery,  and,  on  that  hy  others,    who,    demanding   higher 

chance,  the  amount  which  it  is  worth  fees,  have  less  numerous  clients :  his 

while  to  pay  a  medical  attendant  to  se-  position  only  is  peculiar  to  himself, 

cure  or  accelerate  that  recovery.    This  and  he  will  make  an  unwise  mistake  if, 

last  is  in  ninety-nine  of  every  hundred  forgetting  this,  he  ahandons  that  posi- 

cases,  where  there  is  a  difference  of  rates  tion,  and,  with  it,  his  profits,  to  the 

of  charges  among  practitioners,  the  thing  unlicensed  chemist,  whose  anxiety  to 

chiefly  looked  at ;  and,  in  the  end,  the  hold  them  is  ahundantly  proved,  and 

great  majority  of  men,  unable  or  un«  whose  capacity  to  satisfy  the  public 

willing  to  decide  on  differences  of  me-  ignorance  admits  of  httle  doubt. 

dical  merit,  but  keenly  alive  to  differ-  — 

ences  of  expense,  beheve  or  hope  that  rqYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 
the  former  are  not,  after  all,  so  great  SOCIETY, 

as  to  compensate  for    the    evidently  Tuesday,  Juhc  s,  i84i. 

considerable    amount    of    the    latter.  The  Prbsident  in  thb  Chair. 

This  is  the  case  very  generally  even  ■ 

in    cases    of   illness    of    considerable  On  the  Action  qf  PoUons,  By  Jas.  Blake. 
severity,  and  it  is  almost  universal  in  Esq. 

those  of  less  importance ;  any  advice,  it  This  paper  contains  a  confirmation  of  the  • 

is  thought,  wiU  do  for  them,  and  the  Se'SeS^f  "^hS^S^^'al^t^ 

cheapest  practitioner    is    resorted  to  before  the  public.    After  some  remarks  on 

without  question.  the  manner  in  which  such  researches  should 

We  repeat,  then,  the  pubUc  choose  to  ^  «>nducte^  the  author  o^es  th^  Uie 

1        ^  ••  •  •  J  'r  present  question  contams  two  elements  dis- 

naveaclassof  cheap  practitioners,  and,  il  ^^  inkind :  viz.  a  dynamical  and  achemical 

they  will,  they  always  can  have  them,  problem.    The  former  referring  to  the  place ' 

Laws,  however  stringently  made,  wiU  where  the  poison  acts ;   the  ktter  to  Ae 

-  ,.  I. ^11.  ^  molecular  changes  which  the  presence  of  the 

be  evaded ;  and  the  only  chance  for  ^^^^  ^  ^^  y^^^^  ^^^  rise  to  in  this  fluid, 

those  who  would  protect  the  public  or  the  tissues  with  which  it  is  brought  into 

and  the  profession  must  be  to  insist  on  *^°^^*  ^.  ,.  >     v.      . 

,,  V^      .11  ^        1.       1     1.  •  The  former  question  came  before  him  at 

those  who  wiU  practise  cheaply  being  ^^^^^     j^  j^  formerly  been  shewn  that 

compelled  to  make  themselves  compe-  sufficient  time  always  elapses  between  the 

tent  to  do  so  safely.      Only  let  the  appUcation  of  a  poison,  or  its  injection,  and 

^     .        ,  r  ^-u'^      «u»4.   if  the  first  symptoms  of  its  action,  to  allow  of  ita 

profession  be    sure    of  this -that  if  being  caiViedto  thebrain,  and  alio  thatcontact 

they  will  make  themselves  all  of  one  of  the  poison  with  a  large  surfiioeisnotsuffi- 

title  and  rank,  and  will  maintain  that  cient  to  give  rise  to  any  general  symptoms,  a» 

unity  by  the  most  decisive  measure  JS^J/'-^i^'^SS.a^e?:^ 

of  making  their  rates  of  remuneration  ingtanoe  the  rapidity  of  action  of  a  poison  is  in 

all  equal,  they  may  certainly  antici-  proportion  to  the  rapidity  of  the  circulation. 

A    Ai.  A  Ai.         IT        •!!  «-«u  «  ^i«<,o  With  a  view  to  this  proof,  experiments  have 

pate  that  the  pubhc  wiU  exalt  a  class  teenperformedondifferentsp^es  of  animals, 

inferior    to    them    into    the    position  Iq  which  the  time  required  for  the  blood  to 

which  is  at  present  occupied  by  the  circulate  from  one  part  to  the  other  differed 

majority  among  them.    The  just  boast  ^J '  '°^  '^'^^  *  V^  "'^  "^  "^ 

•*       "^  **  .,  •'  the  nervous  system  only  produce  symptoms 

of  the  general  practitioner,  that  it  is  ^hen  applied  to  the  nervous  centres,  it  must 

he  who  is  most  essential  to  the  pub-  require  a  longer  or  shorter  time  before  it 

lie  service,  who  attends  and  has  the  Acws  evidence  of  its  action,  acconfing  as  the 

^,  *    .1  •     .*        c    Ai,  circulation  is  more  or  less  rapid,  or  the 

confidence    of    the    majority    of    the  course  which  the  poison  has  to  run  be  longer 

pubUc,  should  make  him  very  cautious  or  shorter. 
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Experiments  were  performed  by  the  au-  veyed  in  80  short  a  time,  from  the  part  at 

thor  OQ  horses,  dogs,   ftrwls,  and  rabbits ;  which  they  were  applied,  through  the  circu- 

these  animals  offering  extreme  differences  as  lation,  to  the  organ  on  which  they  acted. 

regards  rapidity  of  the   circulation  of  the  But  the  experiments  of  foreign  physiologists, 

blood.  and  of  Mr.  Blake,  had  proved  that  the  course 

It  is  shown,  by  experiments,  that  a  sub-  of  the  blood  was  much  more  rapid  than  had 

stance  injected  into  the  jugular  vein  of  a  been  hitherto  supposed ;  that  a  few  seconds 

horse,  arrives  at  the  capillary  termination  of  were  sufficient  for  the  whole  cirele  to  be 

the  coronary  arteries  in  ten  seconds ;  of  a  passed  through ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 

dog,  in  twelve  seconds  ;    of  a  fowl,  in  six  the  action  of  poisons  was  not  too  rapid  for  it 

seconds ;    of   a    rabbit,   in    four    seconds,  to  be  imagined  that  they  might  have  been 

Having   made  this  statement,   the  author  absorbed,  and  carried  by  the  blood  to  the 

points  out,  from  experiments,  that  in  these  part  immediately  affected.   These  facts,  then, 

animals  the  time  required  for  the  first  symp-  had  removed  the  main  difficulty  which  for- 

toms  of  the  poison  to  present  themselves  merly existed  in  the  way  of  making  the  theory 

bears  a  close  relation  to  the  rapidity  of  the  of  absorption  universal.     But  he  thought 

circulation.  still  that  caution  would  be  necessary,  lest  the 

In  these  experiments  he  proves  not  only  idea  of  the  poison  being  always  carried  by 

that  the  time  required  for  a  poison  to  act  the  blood  in  its  circulation  should  be  adopted 

is  in  proportion  to  such  nipidity  of  the  cir-  too  widely.    We  could  not,  for  example,  be 

culation,  but  alsoi«  that  in  every  instance  certain  that  when  a  poison  was  introduced 

sufficient  time  elapses,  between  the  applica-  into  one  blood-vessd,   and   speedily  after 

tion  of  a  poison  and  the  appearance  of  the  found  in  another,  it  had  been  carried  there 

first  symptoms  of  its  action,  to  allow  of  its  by  the  moving  of  the  blood,  and  that  the 

reaching  the  nervous  centres.  same  blood,  or  a  part  of  it,  which  was,  at 

The  author  concludes  by  noticing  some  the  time  of  introducing  the  poison,  in  one 

facts  which  tend  to  establish  a  connection  be-  vessel,  was,  in  the  next  period,  in  another, 

tween  the  chemical  composition  of  substances  It  might  be  that  the  poison  passed  by  diffu- 

and  their  physiological  action.  The  chemical  sion,  by  the  mere  act  of  mixing  with  the 

action  on  the  blood  of  such  salts  as  destroy  blood;  and,  in  that  case,  the  velocity  of  the 

the  irritability  of  the  heart ;  the  analogous  circulation  would  have  little  to  do  vrith  the 

effects  of  salts  of  the  same  base ;  the  analo-  velocity   of   the  poisoning.      He  thought, 

gons  action  of  isomorphous  substances  on  further,  that  there  must  be  some  fallacy  in 

^e  animal  tissues;  and  the  difference  be-  the  experiments  just  related  by  Mr.  Blake, 

tween  the  effects  produced  by  poisons  ac-  from  this  circumstance;  that  if  the  poisons 

cording  as  they  are  derived  from  organic  or  acted  on  an  animal  with  a  rapidity  directly 

inorganic  substances.  proportioned  to  the  velocity  of  its  circula- 
tion,  all  poisons    should    affect   the  same 

Mr.  Ancell  made  some  observations  on  the  animal  in  the  same  time.     But  this  was  Ur 

high  importance  of  the  investigations  related  from  being  the  case ;    some  poisons  acted 

in  the  paper,  and  on  the  evidence  that  a  very  rapidly,  others  very  slowly,  on  the  same 

humoral  pathology  was  again  gaining  ground,  animal ;  and  this,  although  they  must  be  con- 

and  that,  in  many  circumstances,  the  results  veyed,  according  to  the  author's  opinion, 

of  recent  discoveries  had  tended  to  confirm  with  the  same  rapidity   to  the  origan   on 

the  ideas  of  the  fathers  of  medicine.  which  they  act.     And  if,  in  answer  to  this, 

Dr.  Addison  recalled  to  the  attention  of  it  were  said  that  though  so  carried  with  the 
the  Society,  that  it  was  but  a  few  years  since  same  rapidity,  all  poisons  do  not  affect  the 
it  was  regarded  as  almost  established,  that  tissue  to  which  they  are  applied  with  equal 
there  were  two  different  modes  in  which  readiness,  then  all  argument  must  cease; 
poisons  acted  on  the  system.  Some,  it  was  because  it  would  not  be  possible,  in  any 
believed,  were  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  given  case,  to  say  how  much  of  the  time  was 
being  carried  with  it,  acted  directly  on  the  expended  in  the  conveyance  of  the  poison 
tissues  or  organs  chiefly  subject  to  their  in-  through  the  circulation,  and  how  much  in 
fluence;  while  others,  it  was  thought  equally  the  action  upon  the  organs  to  which  it  at 
certain,  acted  through  sympathy;  affected  length  arrived.  Again,  it  would  appear  from 
first  the  nerves  to  which  they  were  imme-  the  paper  that  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
diately  applied,  and  then,  through  their  same  poison  affected  different  animals,  de- 
medium,  the  nervous  centres.  That  which  pended  upon,  and  bore  an  exact  proportion 
was  considered  the  chief  evidence  for  this  last  to,  the  respective  rapidities  of  their  circula- 
opinion  was,  however,  now  removed.  It  was  tions;  that  a  poison  affected  a  horse  in  so 
said,  in  favour  of  this  view,  that  the  mode  of  many  seconds,  a  dog  in  fewer,  a  rabbit  in 
operation  of  thefte  |M>isons,  hydrocyanic  acid,  yet  fewer,  and  a  fowl  in  fewer  still.  But 
the  essential  oils  of  tobacco  and  almonds,  and  surely  this  might  also  result  from  the  dif- 
others,  was  so  rapid,  so  instantaneous,  that  ferent  degrees  of  susceptibility  of  these  ani. 
it  was  impossible  for  tlicm  to  have  been  con-  mals,  which  he  sujiposed  were  in  about  the 
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game  ratio.  These  seemed  to  him  some  of  definite  conclusion.  Another  point  which 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  he  wished  to  state  was  the  propriety  of  en- 
subject  which  would  render  it  advisable  to  deaTOuring  to  render  the  theory  of  absorp- 
pause  before  completely  admittuig  the  theory  tion  clear  by  experiments  similar  to  those 
of  absorption  and  direct  action  of  poisons,  which  he  and  Mr  Morgan  had  performed  on 
He  had  no  doubt  that  one  theory  only  was  two  dogs  at  once,  butwUch^asfarastheirpre- 
correct;  that  in  whatever  way  one  poison  sentevidencewent,  were  altogether  oppos^  to 
acted,  all  would  be  found  to  act  in  the  this  theory.  Some  of  these  experiments  were 
same ;  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  they  the  following : — ^Two  dogs  were  so  connected 
had  different  modes  of  producing  their  effect ;  that  the  blood  of  the  carotid  artery  of  one  might 
but  he  thought  the  question  still  open  for  pass  into  that  of  the  other,  i,  e.  the  upper  part 
discussion,  and  that  although  the  theory  of  of  the  carotid  of  one  was  made  to  commuuni- 
absorption  had  of  late  years  gained  much  cate  with  the  lower  part  of  the  carotid  of  the 
groimd,  it  was  still  not  yet  fit  to  be  entirely  other,  and  then  some  strychnine  poison  was 
admitted.  Mr.  Blake's  experiments  were  inserted  into  the  back  of  this  last.  Now  it 
certainly  very  striking,  and  though  they  seemed  certain  that  if  the  blood  of  this  dog  were 
were  opposed  to  the  view  which  he  (Dr.  A.),  poisoned,  it  should,  by  passing  as  it  would 
in  consequence  of  experiments  performed  by  to  the  brain  of  the  oUier,  poison  ii  also, 
himself  and  Mr.  Morgan,  had  been  led  to  However,  no  such  effect  was  produced ;  the 
adopt,  they  had  given  him  very  great  plea-  dog  that  was  inoculated  was  diestroyed  in  the 
sure.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  among  ordinary  time,  but  the  other  remained  alto- 
them  he  had  lately  repeated,  though  not  gether  unaffected.  This  experiment  was 
under  very  favourable  circumstances,  and  frequently  repeated  with  the  same  result, 
therefore  not  with  sufficient  clearness  to  and  it  did  seem  to  him  to  render  it  very  pro- 
enable  him  to  draw  a  very  positive  result,  bable  that  the  blood  was  not  the  medium  of 
Hie.  experiment  which  he  meant  was  that  in  poisoning.  Another  appeared  still  more 
which  Mr.  Blake  put  a  ligature  around  the  conclusive.  Two  dogs  were  similarly  con- 
vena  porta  of  an  animal,  and  then  introduced  nected  by  their  jugular  veins,  and  then  some 
some  poison  into  its  stomach.  Now  it  might  of  the  same  poison  was  inserted  into  the  face 
fairly  be  said,  if  the  poison  does  act  in  the  of  one  of  them,  so  that  all  of  it  that  passed 
ordinary  time,  it  must  be  by  sympathy,  for  into  the  blood  would  be  carried  into  the  cir- 
it  cannot  have  passed  into  the  blood  ;  but  if  culation  of  the  other  dog ;  and  that  the  blood 
it  do  not  soact,  then  it  will  prove  that  absorp-  from  the  face  of  the  first  dog  was  carried  to 
tion  is  essential  to  its  action,  because  the  the  jugulars  of  the  other  was  proved  by  their 
nerves  of  the  stomach  are  there  uninjured,  becoming  empty  as  often  as  those  of  the  first 
or  at  least  not  materially  injured,  though  of  were  compressed  above  them,  and  again  be- 
course  the  nerves  of  a  part  in  which  the  cir-  coming  full  when  that  pressure  was  removed, 
colatioil  is  much  inteifered  with  cannot  be  However,  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  cases,  the 
regarded  as  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state,  first  dog  only,  that  is,  that  which  was  inocu- 
Now  Mr.  Blake  had  found  that  in  these  lated  with  the  poison,  suffered  from  it;  the  other 
cases  Ihe  poison  does  not  act.  His  (Dr.  A.'s)  into  which  its  blood  passed  remained  quite  un- 
experiments  had  not  been  so  conclusive,  affected.  Now  these  experiments  were  so  op- 
The  first,  on  a  rabbit,  failed  by  some  of  the  posed  to  the  theory  of  absorption,  that  he 
poison  being,  by  the  sudden  action  of  the  thoughtitcould  never  be  received  till  they  had 
stomach,  forced  on  the  organs  around  it;  beendisproved,  or  shewn  in  some  way  which  he 
from  these  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  ab-  (Dr  .A.)  could  not  imagine,  to  be  favourable 
8orbed;atanyratetheexperimentwasvitiated,  to  it.  Another  subject  on  which  he  must 
and  the  influence  which  the  poison  did  exert  remark  was  the  use  of  the  haemadynamo- 
could  not  certainly  be  ascribed  to  its  action  meter,  to  which  Mr.  Blake  had  so  frequently 
on  the  stomach.  The  second  experiment  resorted :  he  must  confess  that  he  thought 
was  a  still  more  humiliating  failure  ;  for  the  the  numerous  fallacies  to  which  this  was 
poison  acted  rapidly,  but  on  examination  it  subject,  from  the  continued  disturbance  of 
was  found  that  the  vena  porta  was  not  in-  the  circulation  by  the  fright  and  excitement 
eluded  in  the  ligature.  The  third  had  been  of  the  animal,  and  from  other  circumstances, 
more  accurately  performed,  and  again  •the  were  too  great  to  allow  of  much  confidence 
poison  acted ;  but  this  also  was  open  to  a  being  placed  in  its  use ;  and  this  had  been 
source  of  fallacy,  which  he  since  found  Mr.  his  opinion  from  the  time  when  he  first  read 
Blake  had  anticipated,  for  the  oesophagus  of  M.  Magendie's  account  of  it,  and  saw  the 
the  rabbit  had  not  been  tied  as  in  Mr.  BUike*s  very  numerous  instances  in  which  its  use 
experiments,  and  it  was  therefore  possible  had  been  followed  by  results  different  from 
that  some  of  the  poison  had  passed  out  of  those  which  had  been  anticipated.  Again, 
the  stomach  into  the  oesophagus,  and  been  with  regard  to  the  conclusion  at  which  Mr. 
absorbed  from  its  surface.  From  these  Blake  had  arrived,  that  the  action  of  a 
experiments    therefore   he  could    draw   no  poison  woa  brought  about  with  the  greater 
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Experiments  were  performed  by  the  au-  veyed  in  so  short  a  time,  from  the  part  at 

thor  on  horses,  dogs,   fciwls,  and  rabbits ;  which  they  were  applied,  through  the  circu- 

these  animals  offering  extreme  differences  as  lation>  to  the  organ  on  which  they  acted, 

regards  rapidity  of  the   circulation  of  the  But  the  experiments  of  foreign  physiologists, 

blood.  and  of  Mr.  Blake,  had  proved  that  the  course 

It  is  shown,  by  experiments,  that  a  sub-  of  the  blood  was  much  more  rapid  than  had 

stance  injected  into  the  jugular  vein  of  a  been  hitherto  supposed ;  that  a  few  seconds 

horse,  arrives  at  the  capillary  termination  of  were  sufficient  for  the  whole   circle  to  he 

the  coronary  arteries  in  ten  seconds ;  of  a  passed  through ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 

dog,  in  twelve  seconds  ;    of  a  fowl,  in  six  the  action  of  poisons  was  not  too  rapid  for  it 

seconds  ;    of   a    rabbit,   in    four    seconds,  to  be  imagined  that  they  might  have  been 

Having   made  this  statement,   the  author  absorbed,  and  carried  by  the  blood  to  the 

points  out,  from  experiments,  that  in  these  part  immediately  affected.   These  facts,  then, 

animals  the  time  required  for  the  first  symp-  had  removed  the  main  difficulty  which  for- 

toms  of  the  poison  to  present  themselves  merly existed  in  the  way  of  making  the  theory 

bears  a  close  relation  to  the  rapidity  of  the  of  absorption  universal.     But  be  thought 

circulation.  still  that  caution  would  be  necessary,  lest  the 

In  these  experiments  he  proves  not  only  idea  of  the  poison  being  always  carried  by 

that  the  time  required  for  a  poison  to  act  the  blood  in  its  circulation  should  be  adopted 

is  in  proportion  to  such  rapidity  of  the  cir-  too  widely.     We  could  not,  for  example,  be 

culation,  but  also^  that  in  every  instance  certain  that  when  a  poison  was  introduced 

sufficient  time  elapses,  between  the  applica-  into  one  blood-vessel,   and   speedily   after 

tion  of  a  poison  and  the  appearance  of  the  found  in  another,  it  had  been  carried  there 

first  symptoms  of  its  action,  to  allow  of  its  by  the  moving  of  the  blood,  and  that  the 

reaching  the  nervous  centres.  same  blood,  or  a  part  of  it,  which  was,  at 

The  author  concludes  by  noticing  some  the  time  of  introducing  the  poison,  in  one 

facts  which  tend  to  establish  a  connection  be-  vessel,  was,  in  the  next  period,  in  another, 

tween  the  chemical  composition  of  substances  It  might  be  that  the  poison  passed  by  difia- 

and  their  physiological  action.  The  chemical  sion,  by  the  mere  act  of  mixing  with  the 

action  on  the  blood  of  such  salts  as  destroy  blood;  and,  in  that  case,  the  velocity  of  the 

the  irritability  of  the  heart ;  the  analogous  circulation  would  have  little  to  do  vrith  ttue 

effects  of  salts  of  the  same  base ;  the  analo-  velocity   of   the  poisoning.      He  thought, 

gous  action  of  isomorphous  substances  on  further,  that  there  must  be  some  fallacy  in 

tiie  animal  tissues;  and  the  difference  be-  the  experiments  just  related  by  Mr.  Blake, 

tween  the  effects  produced  by  poisons  ac-  from  this  circumstance;  that  if  the  poisona 

cording  as  they  are  derived  from  organic  or  acted  on  an  animal  with  a  rapidity  directly 

inorganic  substances.  proportioned  to  the  velocity  of  its  circula- 
tion,  all  poisons    should    affect  the  same 

Mr.  Ancell  made  some  observations  on  the  animal  in  the  same  time.     But  this  was  fiu* 

high  importance  of  the  investigations  related  from  being  the  case ;    some  poisons  acted 

in  the  paper,  and  on  the  evidence  that  a  very  rapidly,  others  very  slowly,  on  the  same 

humoral  pathology  was  again  gaining  ground,  animal ;  and  this,  although  they  must  be  con- 

and  that,  in  many  circumstances,  the  results  veyed,  according  to  the  author's  opinion, 

of  recent  discoveries  had  tended  to  confirm  with  the  same  rapidity  to  the  organ   on 

the  ideas  of  Uie  fathers  of  medicine.  which  they  act.     And  if,  in  answer  to  this. 

Dr.  Addison  recalled  to  the  attention  of  it  were  said  that  though  so  carried  with  the 
the  Society,  that  it  was  but  a  few  years  since  same  rapidity,  all  poisons  do  not  affect  the 
it  was  regarded  as  almost  established,  that  tissue  to  whitJi  they  are  applied  with  equal 
there  were  two  different  modes  in  which  readiness,  then  all  argument  must  cease; 
poisons  acted  on  the  system.  Some,  it  was  because  it  would  not  be  possible,  in  any 
believed,  were  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  given  case,  to  say  how  much  of  the  time  was 
being  carried  with  it,  acted  directly  on  the  expended  in  the  conveyance  of  the  poison 
tissues  or  organs  chiefly- subject  to  their  in-  through  the  circulation,  and  how  much  in 
fluence;  while  others,  it  was  thought  equally  the  action  upon  the  organs  to  which  it  at 
certain,  acted  through  sympathy;  affected  length  arrived.  Again,  it  would  appear  from 
first  the  nerves  to  which  they  were  imme-  the  paper  that  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
diately  applied,  and  then,  through  their  same  poison  affected  different  animals,  de- 
medium,  the  nervous  centres.  That  which  pended  upon,  and  bore  an  exact  proportion 
was  considered  the  chief  evidence  for  this  last  to,  the  respective  rapidities  of  their  circula- 
opinion  was,  however,  now  removed.  It  was  tions;  that  a  poison  affected  a  horse  in  so 
said,  in  favour  of  this  view,  that  the  mode  of  many  seconds,  a  dog  in  fewer,  a  rabbit  in 
operation  of  these  poisons,  hydrocyanic  acid,  yet  fewer,  and  a  fowl  in  fewer  still.  But 
the  essential  oils  of  tobacco  and  almonds,  and  surely  thin  might  also  result  from  the  dif- 
others,  was  so  rapid,  so  instantaneous,  that  ferent  degrees  of  susceptibility  of  these  ani- 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  have  been  con-  mals,  wUch  he  supposed  were  in  about  the 
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same  ratio.  These  seemed  to  him  some  of  definite  conclusion.  Another  point  which 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  he  wished  to  state  was  the  propriety  of  en- 
subject  which  would  render  it  advisable  to  deavouring  to  render  the  theory  of  absorp- 
pause  before  completely  admittmg  the  theory  tion  clear  by  experiments  similar  to  those 
of  absorption  and  direct  action  of  poisons,  which  he  and  Mr  Morgan  had  performed  on 
He  had  no  doubt  that  one  theory  only  was  two  dogs  at  once,  but  which,  as  far  as  their  pre- 
correct;  that  in  whatever  way  one  poison  sentevidencewent,  were  altogether  opposed  to 
acted,  all  would  be  found  to  act  in  the  this  theory.  Some  of  these  experiments  were 
same ;  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  they  the  following : — ^Two  dogs  were  so  connected 
had  different  modes  of  producing  their  effect ;  that  the  blood  of  the  carotid  artery  of  one  might 
but  he  thought  the  question  still  open  for  pass  into  that  of  the  other,  t.  e.  the  upper  part 
discussion,  and  that  although  the  theory  of  of  the  carotid  of  one  was  made  to  commuuni- 
absorption  had  of  late  years  gained  much  cate  with  the  lower  part  of  the  carotid  of  the 
ground,  it  was  still  not  yet  fit  to  be  entirely  other,  and  then  some  strychnine  poison  was 
admitted.  Mr.  Blake's  experiments  were  inserted  into  the  back  of  this  last.  Now  it 
certainly  very  striking,  and  though  they  seemed  certainthatiftheblood  of  this  dog  were 
were  opposed  to  the  view  which  he  (Dr.  A.),  poisoned,  it  should,  by  passing  as  it  would 
in  consequence  of  experiments  performed  by  to  the  brain  of  the  other,  poison  ii  also, 
himself  and  Mr.  Morgan,  had  been  led  to  However,  no  such  effect  was  produced  ;  the 
adopt,  they  had  given  him  very  great  plea-  dog  that  was  inoculated  was  destroyed  in  the 
sure.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  among  or(tinary  time,  but  the  other  remained  alto- 
them  he  had  lately  repeated,  though  not  gether  unaffected.  This  experiment  was 
under  very  favourable  circumstances,  and  frequently  repeated  with  the  same  result, 
therefore  not  with  sufficient  clearness  to  and  it  did  seem  to  him  to  render  it  very  pro- 
enable  him  to  draw  a  very  positive  result,  bable  that  the  blood  was  not  the  medium  of 
The.  experiment  which  he  meant  was  that  in  poisoning.  Another  appeared  still  more 
which  Mr.  Blake  put  a  ligature  around  the  conclusive.  Two  dogs  were  similarly  con- 
vena  porta  of  an  animal,  and  then  introduced  nected  by  their  jugular  veins,  and  then  some 
some  poison  into  its  stomach.  Now  it  might  of  the  same  poison  was  inserted  into  the  face 
fairly  be  said,  if  the  poison  does  act  in  the  of  one  of  them,  so  that  all  of  it  that  passed 
ordinary  time,  it  must  be  by  sympathy,  for  into  the  blood  would  be  carried  into  the  cir- 
It  cannot  have  passed  into  the  blood  ;  but  if  culation  of  the  other  dog ;  and  that  the  blood 
it  do  not  soact,  then  it  will  prove  that  absorp-  from  the  face  of  the  first  dog  teas  carried  to 
tion  is  essential  to  its  action,  because  the  the  jugulars  of  the  other  was  proved  by  their 
nerves  of  the  stomach  are  there  uninjured,  becoming  empty  as  often  as  those  of  the  first 
or  at  least  not  materially  injured,  though  of  were  comprestsed  above  them,  and  again  be- 
course  the  nerves  of  a  part  in  which  the  cir-  coming  full  when  that  prcissure  was  removed, 
culatioii  is  much  interfered  with  cannot  be  However,  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  cases,  the 
regarded  as  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state,  first  dog  only,  that  is,  that  which  was  inocu- 
Now  Mr.  Blake  had  found  that  in  these  lated  with  the  poison,  sufferedfrom  it  ;theother 
cases  Ihe  poison  does  not  act.  His  (Dr.  A.'s)  into  which  its  blood  passed  remained  quite  un- 
experiments  had  not  been  so  conclusive,  affected.  Now  these  experiments  were  so  op- 
The  first,  on  a  rabbit,  failed  by  some  of  the  posed  to  the  theory  of  absorption,  that  he 
poison  being,  by  the  sudden  action  of  the  thought  it  could  never  be  received  till  they  had 
stomach,  forced  on  the  organs  around  it;  beendisproved,  or  shewn  in  some  way  which  he 
from  these  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  ah-  (Dr  .A.)  could  not  imagine,  to  be  favourable 
8orbed;atanyratetheezperimentwasvitiated,  to  it.  Another  subject  on  which  he  must 
and  the  influence  which  the  poison  did  exert  remark  was  the  use  of  the  haemadynamo- 
could  not  certainly  be  ascribed  to  its  action  meter,  to  which  Mr.  Blake  had  so  frequently 
on  the  stomach.  The  second  experiment  resorted :  he  must  confess  that  he  thought 
was  a  still  more  humiliating  failure  ;  for  the  the  numerous  fallacies  to  which  this  was 
poison  acted  rapidly,  but  on  examination  it  subject,  from  the  continued  disturbance  of 
was  found  that  the  vena  porta  was  not  in-  the  circulation  by  the  fright  and  excitement 
eluded  in  the  ligature.  The  third  had  been  of  the  animal,  and  from  other  circumstances, 
more  accurately  performed,  and  again  -the  were  too  great  to  allow  of  much  confidence 
poison  acted ;  but  this  also  was  open  to  a  being  placed  in  its  use ;  and  this  had  been 
source  of  fallacy,  which  he  since  found  Mr.  his  opinion  from  the  time  when  he  first  read 
Blake  had  anticipated,  for  the  oesophagus  of  M.  Magendie's  account  of  it,  and  saw  the 
the  rabbit  had  not  been  tied  as  in  Mr.  Blake's  very  numerous  instances  in  which  its  use 
experiments,  and  it  was  therefore  possible  had  been  followed  by  results  different  from 
that  some  of  the  poison  had  passed  out  of  those  which  had  been  anticipated.  Again, 
the  stomach  into  the  oesophagus,  and  been  with  regard  to  the  conclusion  at  which  Mr. 
absorbed  from  its  surface.  From  these  Blake  had  arrived,  that  the  action  of  a 
experiments   therefore   he  could    draw   no  |)oison  was  brought  about  with  the  greater 
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rapidity  in  direct  proportion  as  it  was  intro-  series  of  several  experiments  in  which  he  had 

duced  into  the  circulation  nearer  to  the  no  reason  to  beliere  there  was  any  ftllacy. 
brain,   this  was   contrary  to  what  he  had        A  few  more  observations,  of  less  interest 

observed  in  his  experiments  ;  fbr  they  had  than  the  above,  having  been  offered  by  Dr. 

shewn  that  poison  introduced  into  the  femoral  Addison,  and  answered  by  Mr.  Blake,  the 

artery  produced  its  effects  a  few  seconds  Society  adjourned. 

sooner  than  when  introduced  into  the  carotid.  

On  the  whole,  then,  he  (Dr.  A.)  «««*  "^te  REPLY  TO  DR.  BURNE. 

his  opmton  to  be,  that  the  question  between  

the  two  theories  of  sympathy  and  of  absorp-         ,^  ^,    „,.^        -^,    ,^  ,.    ,^ 
tion  was  still  open  for  discussion ;    that  it         ^  <*'  ^^*^^  </'Ae  Medical  Gazttie. 
was  not  in  the  least  degree  probable  that  SiR, 

both  modes  of  explanation  were  true— one  As  nothing  can  be  more  revolting  to  wbj 

for  one  set  of  cases,   and  the  other   for  mind  associated  with  a  {Htfticie  of  honest 

another ;   and  that,  on  the  whole,   the  re*  or  honourable  Ceding,  than  an  accusation  of 

searches  of  Mr.  Blake  and  others  had  ren*  snatching  surreptitionsly  hard-earned  laurels 

dered  the  balance  in  some  measure  favourable  from  the  brows  of  others,   I  feel  myself 

to  the  theory  of  absorption.  called  upon,  unwillingly,  to  notice  a  charge 

Mr.  Blake  said,  in  answer  to  the  olyec-  of  plagiarism     by     implication,    preferred 

tions  of  Dr.  Addison,  that  he  had  fonnd  all  against  me  in   the  last  number    of   your 

poisons  act  on  the  same  animal  with  almost  journal,  in  a  note  appended  to  a  paper  en- 

exactly  the  same  rapidity,   provided  they  titled,  "  An  Account  of  a  New  Pl^ser,  &c. 

were  all  administered  in  sufficiently  large  by  John  Bume,  M.D." 
doses.     He  bdieved  that  when  this  was  the        Did  not  the  comparison  of  dates  recorded 

case,  the  only  source  of  delay  in  the  action  on  the  one  hand,  and  assumed  on  the  other, 

of  aome  wnong  them  was  due  to  their  being  with    the    very     unnecessary     importance 

rataffded  in  their  passage  through  the  capil-  attached  to  them  by  Dr.  Bume,  convince 

laries  of  the  lungs ;   by  their  belonging  to  me  that  he  has  done  me  the  honour  of 

that  class  of  substances  of  which,  in  another  perusing  the  paper  to  which  he  has  referred, 

paper,  he  had  proved  the  existence  of  a  con-  I  should  scarcely  have  imagined  that  he  had 

siderable  number,  which,   when  introduced  read  more  than  the  title ;  for  had  he  done  so 

into  the  blood,  prevent  it  from  passing  freely  he  would  have  seen  that  I  no  more  denied 

through  the  capillary  vessels.     This  retarda-  the  priority  of  using  a  flexible  acoustic  tube, 

tion  might  cause  a  delay  of  a  few  seconds  in  for  the  purpose  of  auscultation,  than  I  did 

the  action  of  these  poisons,  but  except  for  the    invention    of  the    various    forms    of 

this  he  believed  jdf  acted  with  very  nearly  wooden  stethoscope,  known  long  before  my 

equal  rapidity.     With  respect  to  the  expe-  name  was  connected  with  the  profession  to  - 

riments  in  the   two   animals  at  once,   he  which  I  belong.     In  my  remarks  it  will  be 

believed  no    conclusion    at    all    could  be  seen  that  I  merely  offered  an  explanation  of 

drawn  from  them,  for  this  reason ;  that  the  the  modus  agendi  of  the  solid,  perforated, 

force  of  blood  in  the  lower  part  of  the  carotid,  and  flexible  stethoscopes,  in  accordance  with 

in  the  one  animal,  was  not  greater,  nor,  the  laws  of  acoustics;   and,  in  conclusion, 

perhaps,  so  great,  as  that  of  the  downward  stated  that  I  first  used  the  latter  form  of 

current  through  the  upper  part  of  the  other ;  instrument  at  Guy's,  in  June,   1840;  and 


might  even  receive  snake  hearing  trumpet'' for  the  purpose  of 

healthy  blood  from  it  through  its  carotids  auscultation  ;  and  up  to  this  moment  I  am 

bringing  back   blood    sent    to    the    brain  not  aware  that  that  accomplished  physician 

through  the  vertebrals :  and  this  would  be  has  ever  published  an  account  of  it.     For 

the  more  evident  as  soon  as  the  poison  began  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  many  other 

to  act  on  the  inoculated  dog ;  for  then,  the  physicians  may  have  used  a  similar  instm- 

Bction  of  its  heart  becoming  weaker,  it  would  ment ;  and  the  reason  why  I  did  not  mention 

be  quite  unable  to  drive  the  blood  with  Dr.  Bume's  name  in  my  paper  arose  simply 

sufficient  force  up  its  carotids,  to  resist  the  from  my  utter  ignorance  of  his  ever  having 

current  coming  doum  those  of  the  other,  dreamt  of  using  t  flexible  tube ;  for  I  oer- 

As  to  the  use  of  the  haemadynamometer,  he  tainly  never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 

could  only  say  that  for  all  the  purposes  for  Doctor's  name  associated  with  auscultation 

which  he  had  employed  it,  it  was  barely  until  the  last  week. 

possible  for  it  to  lead  into  any  error ;    and         I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking, 

for  the  question  whether  a  poison  introduced  that  bent  or  flexible  stethoscopes  have  been 

near  the    brain  produced  its  effects  more  long  used  ;    those  which  I  have  seen  are, 

rapidly  than  one  introduced  at  a  distance  1st,  one  used  by  Dr.  Babington,  curved  in 

from  it,  his  results  had  been  derived  from  a  the  figure  of  a  segment  of  a  circle,  of  large 
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radios,  and  extremely  oonyenient  for  auscul-  parte  of  iodine  and  six  of  iron  in  thirty-two 
tating  the  posterior  anrfaoe  of  the  chest,  in  of  water.  This  is  filteredi  diluted  with  128 
patiente  who  are  too  weak  to  be  raised  in  parte  of  water,  8  parte  of  iodine  added,  and 
bed  with  safiety  ;  2d,  Dr.  Granville's,  shewn  the  whole  quantity  of  water  made  up  to  320 
at  the  Newcastle  meetinf^  of  the  British  parte.  If  the  above  parte  are  made  grammes. 
Association.  In  tliis  instrument  the  ear*  eight  grammes  of  the  solution  are  equal  to 
piece  is  capable  of  being  inclined  at  any  forty-five  centigrammes  of  iodine.  It  pro- 
angle,  from  0^  to  45^,  by  means  of  a  per-  duces  the  same  effecte  as  the  iodide,  but 
forated  ball  and  socket  joint;  and  3d,  one  ought  to  be  given  in  smaller  doses,  being 
which  Dr.  Chowne  lately  put  into  my  hands  more  active.— Vovrn.  de  Pharm.  Sept.  1840; 
at  Charing  Cross  Hospitel,  and  which  he  and  American  Joumai, 

has  long  used  there,  is  made  of  wood,  and j 

bends  it  the  middle  at  any  angle,  by  means,  ^^^..^  „,«„ .  ,«*-^«*.t-,  ^«  ,^,-^«^^-r«,  ^ 

I  think,  of  what  i.  tennVd  .  ^e  jomt:  NEW  TREATMENT  OF  HYDROCELE. 

I  have  employed  all  these  instrumente,  and  Bt  M.  Jobbrt. 

they  all  answer  the  purpose  of  conducting 

sound  exceedingly  well.  — — 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Hume's  observations  This  mode  of  treatment,  which  is  fonnde<i 

on  the  principle  of  auscultetion,  I  would  ask  on  the  same  principles  as  that  proposed  by 

any  candid  reader  whether  they  can  be  re-  m.  Velpeau  for  the  cure  of  inguinal  hernia, 

garded  as  any  thing  else  than  a  meagre  repe-  has  already  been  put  in  practice  by  M.  Jobert 

tition  of  my  own,  published  in  the  paper  at  in  several  cases,  and  with  every  appearance 

\  theappearanceofwhichhefeltsomuch*'sur-  of  success.     Hie  following  are  the  steps  of 

prised."    There  are  some  pointo,  however,  the  operation,  as  described  in  the  report  of 

which  I  certainly  did  not  refer  to :  thus  my  the  first  casein  which  M.  Jobert  had  followed 

own  powers  of  observation  led  me  to  recom-  the  practice. 

mend  a  short  tube,  because  sound  becomes  \  small  and  very  narrow  bistoury  was 
checked  by  lengthening  the  conductor;  they  introduced  at  the  middle  and  anterior  part 
certainly  did  not  induce  me  to  notice  that  a  of  the  tumor,  ite  cutting  edge  being  direct- 
tube  eighteen  inches  in  length  would  wear  ed  inwards,  and  ite  back  outwards.  When 
out  at  one  end,  and  then,  if  an  inch  or  two  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  pierced  M.  Jobert 
were  cut  off,  that  it  would  become  shorter,  depressed  the  handle  of  the  bistoury,  and 
I  certainly  did  not  allude  to  the  advantages  carried  it  on  in  a  direction  parallel  with  the 
of  the  flexible  tube  to  ladies  in  enabling  them  cord.     Having  reached  with  ite  point  the 

*  to  avoid  the   "proximity"   they  dreaded,  gommit  of  the  tumor,  he  turned  the  cutting 

especially,  I  presume,  after  being  assaulted  edge  forwards  as  if  to  incise  the  integumente. 

by  the  Doctor's  plesser  ;  and  I  was  equally  This  done,  he  withdrew  the  bistoury,  dividing 

remiss  in  endeavouring  to  make  auscultetion  with  ite  point  the  tunica  vaginalis  from  the 

comforteble  to  '*  corpulent"  practitioners.  upper  end  of  the  sac  to  the  point  where  the 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  beg  to  assure  Dr.  skin  had  been  punctured.     The  bistoury  was 

Bume  that  I  am  ready  to  give  him  credit  again  immediately  introduced  by  the  same 

for  having  used  the  flexible  tube  for  any  puncture,  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  tunica 

length  of  time  he  may  think  proper  to  claim,  vaginalis  incised  in  the  same  manner.     The 

and  telling  him  that  I  am  not  anxious  to  be  flnid  was  then  evacuated  by  the  small  punc* 

regarded  as  one  of  those  ture  and  compresses  soaked  in  a  solution  of 

"  Whose  eye  turns  green  at  merit  not  mine  own."  muriate  of  ammonia  were  applied.      The 

1  sincerely  wish  him  all  the  honour  that  can  patient  suffered  little  during  tiie  operation, 

accrue  from  the  inuendo  contained  in  the  and  nothing  afterwards. 

note  affixed  to  his  paper,  and  remain,  sir,  The  day  after  the  operation  a  small  longi- 

Your  obedient  servant,  tudinal  depression  was  felt  through  the  scro- 

GoLDiNO  Bird,  A.M.  M.D.  tum,  corresponding  with  the  point  where  the 

M.R.C.S.  tunica  vaginalis  had  been  divided. 

M,  WUminjrton  Square,  The  operation  was  performed  on  the  22d 

June  um,  mi. ^  j^^  jg^^^  ^^  ^^  patient  left  the  hos- 

•  pital  about  the  middle  of  July,  to  all  appear- 

SESQUI-IODIDE  OF  IRON.  ance  cured. 

In  a  case  on  which  M.  Jobert  has  since 

operated,    in  addition  to  the  longitudinal 

M.   Obbrdoerftbr,    of    Hamburgh,   has  incision  he  made  likewise  a  transverse  one, 

propoeed  to  substitute  the  sesqui-iodide  of  with  the  view  of  giving  greater  certainty 

iron  for  the  iodide,  as  being  less  subject  to  of  success. — Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  ^f 

.  decomposition  than  the  latter.     It  is  made  Medical  Science. 

by  forming,  in  the  first  place,  an  iodide  in  

the  ordinary  way,  by  the  union  of  sixteen 
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NOTE  FROM  MR.  BOWMAN. 


7>>  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

May  I  beg  the  favoar  of  your  correcting  an 
inaccuracy  which  I  have  but  this  moment 
obseryed  in  the  report  of  the  discussion  on 
Dr.  Addison's  paper  at  the  Med.  Cfhir. 
Society^  on  April  29th,  contained  in  the 
Medical  Gazbttb  of  May  7th,  p.  286. 
I  did  not  state  on  that  occasion  that  the  epi- 
thelium lining  the  air-cells  was  ciliated  ;  but 
that  I  had  traced  cilia  as  far  as  the  minute 
tubules  opening  into  the  air-cells.  The 
epithelium  in  the  cells  themselves  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  to  be  a  simple  pavement  of 
scales,  though  further  examination  is  wanted 
on  this  point.  I  also  stated  my  belief  that 
the  capUlary  vascular  network  is  situated  on 
the  parenchymal  surface  of  the  homogeneous 
basement  membrane  of  the  air-cells,  and  not 
tn  the  substance  of  tiiiat  membrane. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  qervant, 
W.  Bowman, 

Item.  Anat.  King's  Col.  London. 

Paris,  June  3d,  1841. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  THUMB. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hunterian  Society 
on  the  9th  of  June,  Mr.  Adams  directed  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  a  novel  proceed- 
ing which  he  had  successfully  employed  at 
the  London  Hospital  in  the  reduction  of  a 
dislocation  backwards  of  the  first  phalanx  of 
the  thumb.  In  this  case  much  extension  in 
the  ordinary  manner  had  been  employed, 
but  without  relief.  The  method  consisted 
in  drawing  backwards,  or  extending,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  thumb,  so  as  to  incline  the 
back  of  the  first  and  second  phalanx  on  the 
back  of  the  metacarpal  bone:  by  this  the 
pnnrimal  end  of  the  first  bone  was  more 
closely-  approximated  to  the  distal  end  of 
the  metacarpal  bone.  The  thumb  was 
then  gradually  brought  forwards  over  the 
end  of  the  metacarpal  bone,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  end  of  the  first  phalanx 
was  firmly  held  in  its  position.  By  thb 
means  the  thumb  itself  becomes  converted 
into  a  considerable  lever,  the  fulcrum  of 
which  is  the  proximal  end  of  the  first 
phalanx :  the  reduction  was  accomplished 
with  great  ease. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Balpovr  has  been  appointed 
Regius  Professor  of  Botamy  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow;  vice,  Sir  W.  Hooker,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Kew 
Botanic  Garden. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLEMBN  WHO  HAVK  RSCSIYXO 
CERTiriCATBa. 

Thursday  June  3,  1841. 

Henry  Marsh,  Aldboronjrh,  Yorkshire.— George 
Bell  Irving,  Sussex.  —  Richard  Payne  Cotton, 
Kensington  Square.— Henry  James,  4,  City  Road. 
-John  Thomas  Mould,  Alford,  Lincolnshire. — 
William  Potter.— Nathan  Burlinson,  Sunderland* 
Durham. — ^Joseph  LAngridire  Lowdell.- Henry 
Cape.  —  Matthew  George  Fainter,  Cornwall.  — 
V\  liliamMacIise.— William  Wall  Peaice,Measham. 
— John  Little.— James  Roirers.SwanBea.- Richard 
Robert  Bowles  Norman,  Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  5th  June,  1841. 

-Measles  B 

Small  Pox *. « 

Scarlatina 14 

Hooping  Cough  S5 

Croup  S 

Thrush    9 

Diarrhoea    ....; S 

Dysentery  .' 0 

Cholera    1 

Influenza 0 

Typhus    90 

Erysipelas 4 

SyphiUs 9 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  orthe  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses . .  14S 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration. . . *. 94S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessds  —  90 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  48 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 6 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy 0 

Diseases  of  Utorus,  &c 7 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Oker 0 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat VS 

Old  Ageor  NaturalDecay 46 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privatioo,  or  Intempe- 
rance    31 

Causes  not  specified  1 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 76S 
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Junf. 

"tHBRMOMBTBR. 

Babombteb 

Wednesday    9 

from  46  to  63 

99-90       Stat. 

Thursday  .  10 

43      67 

99-79  to  99*66 

Friday.  .  .  U 

44      66 

29-66        99-74 
99-76       9&-99 

Saturday  .  19 

46      61 

Sunday  .  .  13 

37      67 

99*94        90-01 

Monday  .  .  14 

35      68 

99-9H        99-96 

Tuesday    .  15 

69     65 

29-85        29-99 

Wind  N.  and  N  W.  ft-om  the  9th  till  14th ; 
W.  and  N.  N.B.  on  the  15th. 

Except  on  the  morninn  of  the  9th,  and  three 
following  days,  s^eneralfy  clear ;  a  little  rain  on 
the  11th  and  following  day. 

Rain  fldlen,  -015  ot  an  inch. 

Ch  \RrE9  Henrt  Adaits. 
Wilson  &  Ogilvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  becomes  weak,  languid,  and  UsUeai,  and 

ON  THB  unable  to  make  any  bodily  or  mental  exer- 

_ ^^  tion.    He  begins  to  sigh,  and  yawn,  and 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  rtietch  him*^and  h^  ^on  feds  himself 

PHYSIC,  chilly,  partieolarly  in  the  back  along  the 

^  ,. •    .  tn ».  /«-fi-  -   w.^j.^  course  of  the  spine ;  the  blood  deserts  the 

DtbMTtd ^  JTmg'i  CoUtg*,  Umdom,  ^p^rtcUl  c«>aUri^:  ho  glow  pde.  hi. 

By  Db.  Watson.  features  shrink,  and  his  skin  is  rendered  dry 

...^  and  rough,  and  drawn  up  into  littte  promi- 

,  yrw  nenoes,  such  as  may  at  any  time  be  produced 

riXCTunK  aaj.  by  exposure  to  external  cold,  and  presenting 

Iniermiittmi  Ftver.      Phstnomena  tff  en  ^j^  appearance  somevdiat  like  the  skin  of  a 

Ague  Fit.    SpeeUt  and  vaneHei  qf  /»-  plucked  goose :  hence  it  is  called  goose's 

iermitientM.    PrtdupoHng  eauwa.  skin,  and  in  Latin  cii#i#«i«rtiifl.    Presently 

I  AM  now  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  slight  and  fleeting  sensation  of  cold,  first 

that  disorder  of  which  the  trivial  English  felt  creeping  along  the  back,  becomes  more 

name  is  agme,  and  which  is  <»lled  by  noso-  decided  and  more  general ;  the  patient yeeir 

legists  iniemuttent/ever.    This  is  one  of  the  very  cold,  snd  he  octo  and  looka  just  as  • 

diseases  which  is  known  to  us  only  in  its  man  does  who  is  exposed  to  and  subdued  by 

group  of  symptoms.    Before  we  can  enquire  intense  cold  ;   he  trembles  and  shivers  aU 

successfully  into  its  history,  it  is  necessary  OTcr ;  his  teeth  chatter,  and  sometimes  so 

that  we  have  the  group  of  symptoms  which  violently  that  such  as  were  loose  haTe  been 

charscterixe  the  complaint  set  feirly  before  shaken  out ;  his  knees  knock  together ;  his 

us.     I  must  first,  therefore,  describe  the  hair  bristles  slightly,  from  the  constricted 

ph^pnomena  of  ague.  state  of  the  integuments  of  the  scalp ;  hia 

You  will  observe  that  ague  resembles  se-  hot,  lips,  ears,  and  nails  turn  bhie ;  rings 
veral  other  maladies  that  essentially  belong  which  before  fitted  closely  to  his  fingers  be- 
to  the  nervous  system,  in  being  parosyMmal.  come  ^kms  ;  his  respiration  is  quick  and 
A  certain  series  of  symptoms  occurs,  and  anxious ;  his  pulse  frequent  sometimes,  but 
then  the  patient  reverts  to  a  state  of  health :  feeble ;  and  he  often  complains  of  pains  in 
but  this  alternation  commonly  happens  (or  his  head,  back,  and  loins :  all  the  secretions 
would  happen  if  the  disease  were  left  to  it*  are  usuilly  HimSniaK^  •  be  may  make  water 
seU)  a  gmt  many  times.  You  may  there-  often,  nut  generally  he  vdds  but  little,  and 
fore  look  upon  this  succession  of  attacks  as  it  is  psfe  and  aqueous ;  his  bowels  are  con- 
so  many  repetitions  of  a  short  distemper ;  fined,  and  his  tongue  is  dry  and  white, 
or  you  may  regard  the  whole  period  during  After  this  state  of  gownl  distress  has 
which  the  attacks  continue  to  recur  at  short  lasted  for  a  certain  time,'it  is  succeeded  by 
intervals,  as  being  occupied  with  one  single  another  of  quite  an  opposite  kind.  The  cold 
disease.  shivering  begins  to  alternate  with  flushes  of 
.  An  sgne  fit  is  composed  of  three  distinct  heat,  which  usually  commence  about  the 
stages ;  and  they  are  named,  fit>m  the  phae-  fiue  and  neck.  By  dqjrees  the  coldness 
ttomena  that  respectively  diaracterixe  them,  ceases  entirely ;  the  skin  recovers  its  na* 
theeolcf,  the  Aol,  andthesweo/tN^stsges.  tnral   colour   and    smoothness;   the   ool- 

A  person  who  is  on  the  brink  ot  a  pa-  lapsed   features  and  shrunken  extremitei 

roxysm  of  ague,  experiences  a  sensation  of  resume  their  ordinary  condition  and  bulk. 

deMlity  and  distress  about  his  epigastrium ;  But  the  reaotioa  dMS  not  siop  here{  it 

70B.^zxyiir.  2  L 
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goes  beyond  the  healthy  line.  '  The  face  be-  previous  cold  stage ;  and  when  they  do  both 

comes  red  and  turgid  ;  the  entire  skin  hot  happen,  they  are  not  by  any  means  propor- 

and  pungent  and  dry ;  the  temples  throb ;  a  tioned  to  each  other.     When  we  thus  see 

new  kind  of  headache  is  induced  ;  fhe  pulse  that  a  supposed  cause  is  not  always  followed 

becomes  fhll  and  strong,  as  well  as  rapid  ;  by  the  effect,  or  that  the  effect  is  produced 

the  breathing  is  ag^ia  deep,  but  oppressed ;  without  the  agency  of  the  supposed  cause, 

the  urine  is  still  scanty,  but  it  is  now  high  and  also  that  the  supposed  cause  and  effect 

coloured ;  the  patient  is  exceedingly  uncom-  are  not  proportioned  to  each  other,  we  can- 

fortable  and  restless.     At  length  another  not  but  conclude  that  the  supposed  cause 

change  comes  over  him :  the  skin,  which,  is  at  most  but  a  partial  and  accessory  cause, 

from  being  pale  and  rough,  had  become  hot  We  can  more  easily  conceive  how  the  hot 

and  level,  but  harsh,  now  recovers  its  natu-  fit  may  conduce  to  bring  on  the  sweating 

ral  softness ;  a  moisture  appears  on  the  fore-  stage :  the  stronger  action  of  the  heart  and 

head  and  face  ;   presently  a  copious  and  the  more  forcible  propulsion  of  the  blood 

universal  sweat  breaks  forth,  with  great  re-  will  fill  the  superficial  vessels,  and  in  this 

Uef  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient ;  the  thirst  way  the  natural  secretions  may  be  restored, 

ceases ;  the  tongue  becomes  moist ;  the  urine  We  see  exactly  the  same  thing  happen  when 

plentifiil  but  turbid ;  the  pulse  regains  its  the  force  of  the  circulation  is  increased  by 

natural  force  and  frequency ;  the  pains  de-  exercise  :  the  extreme  vessels  seem  to  relax, 

part ;   and  by  and  by  the  sweating  also  and  sweat  ensues. 

ceases,  and  the  patient  is  again  as  well,  or  There  are  many  curious  foots  to  be  ob- 

nearly  as  well,  as  ever.  served  in  respect  to  the  paroxysm  of  an 

This  is  surely  a  very  remarkable  sequence  intermittent,  such  as  it  has  been  now,  in 

of  phsenomena :  and  they  would  appear  still  general  terms,  described.     In  the  first  place 

more  remarkable  if  they  were  less  fiimiliar  the  paroxysm  returm,     CuUen  makes  this 

to  us.    Tlie  earlier  symptoms  are  all  indi-  a  part  of   his    definition  ;    and  quibbling 

-cative  of  debility,  and  of  a  depressed  state  objections  to  his  statement  have  been  made, 

of  the  nervous  fionctions.     There  is  the  same  wMch  are  scarcely  deserving  of  mention, 

sensation  of  exhaustion,  and  incapacity  of  Thus  it  is  said  tiiat  this  drcumstanoe  should 

exertion,  which   are  produced  by  fatigue,  not  have  been  introduced  into  the  definition. 

The  sighing,  yawning,  and  stretching,  are  because  it  is  not  necenarily  or  univertally 

all  indications  of  debility.     The  paleness  of  true ;  that  the  patient  may  die  in  the  very 

tiie  surface,  and  constriction  of  the  skin  and  first  paroxysm  ;  or  that  he  may  be  cured  hj 

collapse  of  the  features,  are  all  owing  to  the  the  proper  remedies  of  ague,  before  a  teeond 

retirement  of  the  blood  from  the  superficial  paroxysm  has  time  to  shew  itself.    But  all 

capillaries.     Tlie  skin  shrinks,  but  the  parts  this  is  trifling.     The  paroxysms,  if  the  dis- 

cont£dning  the  bulbs  of  the  hairs  cannot  con-  ease  be  left  to  itself,  will  recur  for  a  certain 

tract  so  much  as  the  other  parts,  and  there-  length  of  time  ;  and,  unlike  the  paroxysms 

fore  the  surface  becomes  rou|^,  and  the  in  many  of  the  spasmodic  diseases  which  we 

hairs  bristle  up,  6t  become  erected  in  some  have  lately  been  speaking  of,  they  recur  at 

d^ree.     Horripiiatio  is  the  learned  term  regular  periods,   and   often    with  singular 

for  this  state  of  the  surfoce.     The  coldness  exactness.     This  is  a  circumstance  which  we 

of  the  skin  is  another  consequence  of  the  should  waste  our  time  in    attempting  to 

emptiness  of    its    blood-vessels,    and    the  account  for.     Dr.  CuUen  has  tried  to  ex- 

tremorst  whidi  are  always  indicative  of  debi-  plain  it  on  the  principle  of  some  diurnal 

lity,  seem  to  depend  upon  the  coldness :  the  habit  of  the  body ;   but  the  truth  is,  that  no 

chattering  of  the  jaws  has  been  said  to  be  so  tatirfactory  explanation  of  it  has  ever  been 

violent  as  to  fracture  the  patient's  teeth,  given,  and  we  must  be  content,  for  the  pre- 

TUs  you  can  believe  or  not  as  you  please,  sent  at  least,  to  receive  it  as  an  ultimate 

but  certainly  the  whole  bed  is  often  strongly  fiict ;  and  doubtless  a  very  strange  and  inte- 

shaken  by  the  shiveringe  of  the  patient.    Tlie  resting  fact. 

necessary  accumulation  of  Che  blood  in  the  In  distinguishing  some  equally  curious 

larger  and  internal  vessels  offers  a  reasona-  varieties  of  these  successions  and  alternations 

ble  explanation  of  the  distressed  and  anxious  of  disorder  and  health,  certain  terms  have. 


breathing.  by  common  consent,  been  adopted  by  pa- 
in their  attempts  to  render  a  "  ratio  thologists,  which  terms  it  is  necessary  that 
symptomatum,''  authors  have  sometimes  I  should  explain.  Hie  period  which  elapses 
spoken  of  the  hot  stage  as  though  it  were  between  the  termination  of  one  paroxysm 
a  necessary  consequence  of  the  cold.  But  and  the  commencement  of  the  next  is  odled 
if  the  latter,  the  oold  fit,  bis  in  any  sense  an  intermission  ,-  while  the  period  that 
or  degree  the  cause  of  the  hot  fit,  it  can  only  intervenes  between  the  beginning  of  one 
be  so  partially ;  there  must  be  some  other  paroxysm  and  the  beginning  of  the  next,  is 
cause,  for  these  reasons :  the  cold  stage  may  called  an  intertat.  As  the  paroxysms  are 
occur  and'nmtr  be  followed  by  the  hot ;  or  liable  to  vary  in  length,  the  intermissions 
the  hgt  stage  may  come  on  without  any  may  be  very  unequal,  even  when  the  intervals 
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are  tlie  same.    When  the  intermisasions  are  other,  not  only  in  their  respective  intenrals, 

perfect  and  complete,  the  patient  resmning  and  in  the  periods  of  the  day  at  which  the 

the  appearance  and  sensations  of  health,  the  paroxysms  severally  commence,  but  also  in 

disorder  is  an  imiermiitent  fever.      When  the  duration  of  the  paroxysms  ;  and  in  the 

the  intermissions  are  imperfect,  the  patient  proportions  which  the  stages  of  these  parox- 

remaining  ill  and  feverish  andnncomfortable  ysms   bear  to    each  other.      The  average 

in  a  less  degree  than  daring  the  paroxysm,  duration  of  the  paroxysm  in  the  quotidian 

then  the  complaint  is  said  to  be  a  remittent  is  ten  or  twelve  hours  ;    and  of  course  the 

fever.  average  duration  of  the  intermission  is  nearly 

But,  confining  ourselves  for  the  present  as  much.    The  tertian  paroxysm  commonly 

to  intermittents,  it  is  another  curious  pro>  begins  at  noon,  and  is  finished  the  same 

perty  of  this  complaint  that,  although  the  evening ;  its  average  duration  may  be  esti- 

intervals  are    commonly  constant  in  each  mated  at  six  or  eight  hours.     And  that  of 

case,  and  quite  regular,  they  differ  in  duration  the  quartan  does  not  exceed  four  or  six  hours, 
in  different  cases.     Upon  this  circumstance        You  will  observe   also    that   whUe  the 

is  founded  a  division  of  agues  into  species,  quartan  has  the  longest  interval  and  the 

When  the  paroxysm  occurs  at  the  same  ^ortest  paroxysm,  it  has  the  longest  cold 

hour  every  day,  the  patient  is  said  to  have  stage;  while  the  quotidian  has  the  shortest 

quotidian  ague.     When  it  comes  on  at  the  interval  and  the  shortest  cold  stage,  but  the 

same  hour  every  other  day,  appearing  and  longest  paroxysm.     To  express  these  facts 

remaining  absent  day  by  day  alternately,  in  mathematical  language,  iiiid  length  of  the 

he  is  said  to  labour  under  tertian  ague,  paroxysm  varies  inversely  as  the  length  of 

The  paroxysm,   strictly    speaking,   repeats  the  cold  stage ;  inversely  also  as  the  length 

itself  every  tecond  day  ;  and  if  the  species  of  the  interval. 

I  first  mentioned  be  fitly  termed  quotidian,         Of  these  three  principal  types  or  species 

that  in  which  the  fits  occur  on  alternate  days  the  tertian  is  by  much  the  most  common  ; 

ought  to  be  styled  MCtmif an.    But  nosologista  but  the  quotidian  and  quartan  are  neither  of 

have  chosen  to  reckon  the  day  on  which  the  them  unfrequent  where  ague  is  rife, 
preceding'  fit  happens  as  the  first ;  and  then         I  should  tell  you  that  there  are  other  types 

the  day  on  which  the  succeeding  fit  will  also  spoken  of,  as  quintans  and  sextans ; 

happen,  in  the  species  now  under  consi-  but  they  are  scarcely  worth  our  attention, 

deration,  is  the  third.     In  the  same  way.  It  is  probable  that  when  they  are  observed 

when  a  paroxysm    absents  itself  for  two  (and  that  is  very  rarely)  they  are  merely 

whole  days,  and  then  recurs,  the  complaint  irregular  quartans,  postpNoning  perhaps  for 

is  called  a  quartan  ague.      These  are  the  a  day  or  two.    They  never  prevail  epidemi- 

three  principal  species  or  types  of  inter-  cally.    Galen  describes  one  of  these;  so  does 

mittent  fever.     Of  course  it  follows,  from  Van  Swieten.     Boerhaave  talks  of  a  sen- 

what  I  have  been  stating,  that  in  the  quo-  timan,  and  even  octavans  are  mentioned ; 

tidian  type  the  interval  is  24  hours  ;  ia  the  or  if  you  want  still  more  of  the  marvellous, 

tertian,  48 ;  and  in  the  quartan,  72.  Pliny,  the  naturalist,  informs  us  that  a  cer- 

Each  of  these  types  has  some  other  cha-  tain  Improvisatoriwas  in  the  habit  of  having 

racters  peculiar  to  itself.    Thus,  the  parox-  a  paroxysm  once  a  year,  and  that  exactly 

jrsms  of  the  quotidian  ague  begin  in  the  on  his  birth-day;  yet  he  died  at  a  good 

morning  ;    thoae  of  the  tertian,  at  noon ;  old  age. 

those  of  the  quartan,  in  the  afternoon.   These      ^  There  are,  however,  some  curious  modifi- 

are  the  nc/et.      You  are  not  to  expect  to  cations  of  iht  three  principal   types  ;    or 

find  them  always  or  rigidly  observed ;   for  rather  of  two  of  them,  the  tertian  and  the 

the  most  part  you  will  find  that  they  are  quartan.      For  instance,  a  paroxysm   may 

observed.      It  is  probable  that  quotidian  occur  daily,  and  yet  the  ague  not  be  of.  the 

Erozysms,  occurring  at  noon  or  at  night,  quotidian  type,  but  of  the  tertian.      Tlie 

ve  sometimes  been  ascribed  to  ague,  when  paroxysm  of  one  day  will  differ  from  ^e 

they  were  merely  symptoms  of  some  local  paroxysm  of  the  next,  but  exactly  resemble 

disease  or  inflammation;  or  perhaps  accessions  that  of  the  third  day;  while  the  paroxysm 

of  heetie  fever.     It  is  observed  also  of  the  of  the  second  will  be  like  that  of  the  fourth ; 

paroxysms,  that  when  the  disease  is  about  and  so  on  alternately.     And  these  differences 

to  yield,  they  often  occur  later  day  after  day,  will  be  decidedly  marked ;   the  paroxysms 

before  they  take  their  final  departure.    This  of  two  consecutive  days  will  come  on  at 

Is  called  poetponmy ;  and  when  they  occur  different  hours,  and  will  differ  in  duration 

earlier  than  their  stated  hour,  the  paroxysms  and  severity.     This  form  of  ague  is  called 

are  said  to  anticipate.     Now  a  postponing  the  double  tertian.     One  case  of  this  kind, 

quotidian  may  be  deferred  till  noon.    But  very  distinctly  characterized,  was  some  time 

when  the  disease  is  pnrsoing  its  regular  ago  under  my  care  in  the  hospital, 
undisturbed  course,  tbe  rule  is  soch  as  I        There  is  another  form  of  double  tertian, 

have  mentioned.  Two  fits  will  occur  on  the  same  day — Mon- 
Tbe  three  prindpal  types  dlff^  from  eaek.   day  for  example,  one  in  the  morning,  the 
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other  in  the  evening ;  on  Tuesday  there  shall  rigors ;  or  the  patient  shakes,  but  has  no 

be  no  fit ;    on  Wednesday  again  two ;   on  subsequent  heat ;   or  the  sweating  stage  is 

Thursday  none;    and  so  on.      The   Latin  the  only  one  of  the  three  that  manifest* 

nomenclature  is  more  precise  than  the  English  itself.     These  imperfections  are  often  notioe- 

in  denoting  these  variations.     The  form  I  able  when  the  complaint  is  about  to  take  its 

have  last  mentioned,  in  which  two  dissimilar  departure ;  but  they  may  also  occur  at  other 

paroxysms  occur  every  other  day,  is  called  periods  of  the  disease.     Sometimes  there  is 

tertiana  duplicaia  ;   while  the  other  form,  no  distinct  stage  at  all ;    but  the  patient 

in  which  there  is  a  fit  every  day,  but  those  experiences  frequent  and  irregular  chills,  is 

on  the  alternate  days  resemble  each  other,  languid  and  uneasy,  and  depressed.     Tliis 

is  called  tertiana  duplex,  state  is  commonly  known  among  the  inhabi- 

In  the  same  way  you  may  have  a  double  tants  of  our  fenny  and  aguish  districts  as 

quartan.     In  that  case,  a  paroxysm  occurs  the  <f«md  ague,  or  the  <?ea<f  ague ;  the  patient 

on  two  days  in  succession,  and  leaves  the  is  said  not  to  ahake  out. 

third  day  free  ;   then  it  returns  on  the  fourth  Again,  there  is  often  observed  a  tendency 

day  as  it  did  on  the  first,  and  on  the  fifth  to  a  change  of  type  in  the  course  of  the  same 

as  it  did  on  the  second,  and  leaves  the  sixth  disease   affecting  the    same  person.      Hie 

-day  free  like  the  third,  and  so  on.     This  is  quotidian  will  be  transformed  into  a  tertian ; 

the   quartana  duplex.      But  two  fits  may  a  tertian  into  a  quartan ;   or,  on  the  other 

happen  on  one  day  :  say  on  Monday ;  none  hand,  a  quartan  into  either  of  these.     I  have 

on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  ;   and  two  again  already  noticed  the  fact  that  the  paroxysms 

on  Thursday.     This  is  the  quartana  dupli-  will  also  alter  their  time  of  invasion,  some- 

cata.     Nay,  the  paroxysm  of  quartan  ague  times  coming  later  and  later  in  the  day,  at 

may  recur  every  day,  and  so  far  resemble  each  recurrence,  sometimes  earlier  and  earlier, 

a  quotidian  ;   but  the  fit  of  the  first  day  will  When   the  paroxysm   thus  postpones ,   the 

difier  from  those  of  the  second  or  third,  and  disease  is  growing  milder ;   when  it  antici- 

resemble  that  of  the  fourth  ;  the  fit  of  the  pates  its  usual  period  of  attack,  the  disease 

second  day  will  be  dissimilar  from  that  of  is  increasing  in  severity.     The  postpone, 

the  first  or  third,   and  like  that  of    the  ment  or  anticipation,  therefore,  of  the  fit, 

fifth ;  and  the  fit  of  the  third  will  be  unlike  has  a  close  relation  to  the  prognosis, 

that  of  either  of  the  two  preceding  days,  and  There  are  yet  other  cases,  in  which  from 

find  its  counterpart  in  that  of  the  sixth,  first  to  last  no  determinate  type  or  order  of 

This  is  a  triple  quartan  ;   and  where  three  succession  is  observed  by  the  paroxysms ; 

paroxysms  occur  on  the  first  day,  which  we  and  these  cases  authors  speak  of  as  erratic 

will  again  suppose  to  be  Monday,  and  none  forms  of  ague. 

on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  but  three  again  There  are   also    many   modifications   or 

on    Thursday,    corresponding    respectively  complications  observable  in  the  symptoms 

to  the  first  three,   we  have  the  quartana  which  constitute  the  fits.     Occasionally  each 

triplicata.      And   there  are  other  compli-  paroxysm  is  attended  by  violent  delirium  ; 

cations  still,  with  which  I  need  not  trouble  this  is  most  common,  I  believe,  in  the  hot 

you.     In  Dr.  Cleghom's  book  on  the  dis-  stage.     This  symptom  has  been  known  to 

eases  of  Minorca,  you  may  find  a  very  good  be  almost  constant  throughout  an  epidemic, 

and  authentic  account,  evidently  drawn  from  Sometimes  the  patient  is  convulsed  in  the 

nature,  of  the  irregular  types  and  varieties  paroxysms ;  or  syncope  comes  on ;   or  te- 

of  ague.    They  are  well  worthy  of  the  atten-  tanic  symptoms  ;  or  petechiae  take  place  on 

tion  of  any  among  you  who  may  be  likely  to  the  skin,  and  disappear  with  the  paroxysm, 

practise  abroad.  These  deviations  from  the  common  and  regii- 

Some  physicians    have   used  the   words  lar  kind  and  order  of  the  symptoms  may 

double  tertian,   and  so   on,  in  the  literal  sometimes  depend  upon  the  constitutional 

sense,  and  have  supposed  that  two  or  more  predispositions  of  the  person  affected ;  but 

distinct  agues  co^existed.     This  savours  a  there  is  another  way  also  in  which  they  may 

good  deal  of  the  error  that  I  formerly  warned  be  explained.     I  shall  presently  have  a  good 

you  against,   of  looking  upon  diseases  as  deal  to  say  upon  the  one  grand — I  may  say 

separate  entities,  and  not  merely  as  modes  sole — exciting  cause  of  intermittents.     Now 

of  being  and  of  acting  different  from  those  exposure  to  that  cause,  a  residence  in  aguish 

which  are  proper  to   the  state   of  health,  districts,  will  sometimes  impart  a  periodic 

I  refrain  from  speculating  on  so  doubtful  character  to  other  diseases :  and  I  apprehend 

and  obscure  a  subject,  and  limit  myself  to  that  this  explanation  will  apply  to  many  of 

the  exposition  of  well-ascertained  facts.  the  instances  which  have  been  observed  of 

Besides  these  varieties  in  type,  some  other  hysterical,  tetanic,  or  other  paroxysmal  com- 

deriationfi  from    the    normal   and  regular  plaints,    occurring   at  perfectly  regular  in- 

paroxysmi  require  to  be  noticed.  tervals. 

Sometimes  the  paroxysm  is  imperfect :  The  duration  of  ague — of  the  whole  dis- 

it  is  shorn  of  one  or  more  of  its  stages :  the  ease,  and  not  merely  of  a  separate  paroz- 

heat  and  sweating  occur  without  any  previous  ysm — ^it  is  not  easy  to  estimate.     If  persons 
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who  laboured  under  it  were  alwayf  removed  its  frame  is  contaminated  by  the  TiruB  of 

at  once  from  the  influence  of  tiie  exciting  .  syphilis.     And  in  like  manner  unborn  infants 

causei  and  were  always  suffered  to  remain  are  capable  of  being  affected  by  the  poison 

without  treatment  calculated  to  check  the  that  produces  ague.     One  case  in  proof  of 

malady,  we  might  then  find  materials  for  this  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Russell,  in  his  Hia  • 

determining  its  average    natural  duration,  tory  qf  Aleppo.     The  woman  had  tertian 

But  we  have  not  these  data.     In  point  of  ague,  which  attacked  her,  of  course,  every 

fact,  agues  sometimes  consist  of  a  very  few  other  day :  but  on  the  alternate  days,  when 

paroxysms  only,  half  a  dozen,  or  four,  or  she  was  well  and  free,  she   felt  the  child 

three,  or  even  of  one  fit ;  and  on  the  other  shake ;  so  that  they  both  had  tertian  ague, 

hand,  they  may  be  protracted  over  a  space  of  only  the  paroxisms  happened  on  alternate 

several  weeks,  or  months  ;  nay  of  many  years,  days.     Bark  was  prescribed  for  her  ;  ^and  it 

An  ague  may  attack  a  person  at  any  time ;  cured  the  little  one  first,  and  afterwards  it 

but  they  are  much  more  common  in  spring,  cured  the  mother. 

and  in  autumn,  than  in  the  other  seasons  of  One  probable  reason  why  ague  more  com- 

the  year:  so  that  you  will  hear  and  read  a  monly  affects  persons  about  the  middle  pe- 

good   deal  of  vernal  intermittents,  and  of  riodofUfe,  than  those  near  its  extremes,  is, 

autumnal  intermittents.     Now  tlie  autumnal  that  the  former  are  much  more  likely  to  be 

agues  are,  caterit  paribut,  the  more  severe  exposed  to  the  primary  exciting  cause.    And 

and  dangerous.     The  quotidian  is  most  com  •  the  same  reason  may  be  given,  I  presume, 

mon  in  the  spring ;  the  quartan  in  the  Au-  for  another  fact ;  viz.  that  the  complaint  is 

tumn ;  and   the  tertian  is  frequently  met  much  more  frequently  seen  in  men  than  in 

with  both  as  a  vernal  and  as  an  autumnal  women. 

ague.    You  will  bear  in  mind  that  in  all  this  Among  the  circumstances  which  predis- 

I  am  stating  the  prevailing  rules;    which  pose  to  ague,  debility  has  a  powerful  influ« 

are  liable  to  numerous  exceptions.  ence.     It  is  importaat  to  be  aware  of  this, 

Ague  is  one  of  those  disorders  of  which  as  it  concerns  the  prophylaxis,  and  the  ma- 
(like  common  inflammation)  all  persons,  nagement  of  the  patient  after  the  disease  has 
at  all  periods  of  their  existence,  seem  to  been  subdued.  Soldiers  have  been  exposed 
be  susceptible,  when  submitted  to  the  in-  to  the  exciting  cause,  without  becoming  af- 
fluence of  the  specific  exciting  cause,  fected  by  it,  while  strong  and  in  good  health ; 
Individuals  of  all  ages,  from  sucking  infants  and  have  fallen  ill  of  intermittent  fever  upon 
to  persons  of  four  score,  are  liable  to  it,  but  being  weakened  by  exertion  and  fatigue, 
they  are  not  equally  subject  to  it.  It  b  less  When  I  have  told  you  that  debility,  any 
likely  (ceteris  paribus)  to  affect  the  very  how  produced,  constitutes  a  predisposition  to 
young,  and  the  aged,  than  those  of  middle  intermittent  fever,  I  need  scarcely  add  that 
life.  However,  the  very  old  are  by  no  all  the  multiform  causes  of  debility  may  also 
means  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  be  regarded  as  predisposing  causes  of  this 
cause  of  ague  :  and  with  respect  to  the  very  same  disease ;  as  they  are  of  so  many  others, 
▼oung,  some  extremely  curious  statements  But  the  strongest  predisposing  cause  of  all 
have  been  made.  It  is  said  that  persons  is  an  actual  occurrence  of  the  disease  itself. 
have  had  ague  before  they  were  bom.  We  The  effect  of  former  intermittents  upon  the 
know  that  the  period  of  intra-uterine  life  is  system  is  such  that  the  complaint  may  be 
obnoxious  to  many  forms  of  disease  ;  for  we  reproduced  by  agencies  which  under  any 
trace  the  consequences  of  such  disease,  in  other  circumstances  would  be  quite  inopera- 
▼isible  changes  of  structure,  immediately  tive  in  exciting  ague.  I  have  stated  already 
after  birth.  Pulmonary  tubercles  constitute  my  persuasion  that,  strictly  speaking,  there 
one  malady  to  which  the  foetus  in  utero  is  is  but  one  exciting  cause  of  intermittent 
liable :  hydrocephalus  is  another  :  acute  in-  fever ;  but  in  making  that  statement  I  refer 
flammation  of  the  peritoneum  a  third.  And  to  its  first  production.  The  disease  leaves 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  various  specific  tlie  body  in  a  condition  in  which  other  in- 
poisona  influence,  occasionally,  the  included  jurious  influences  may,  of  themselves,  be  suf- 
bciog,  even  although  they  may  have  no  ficient  to  renew  it.  It  brings  into  play  a  new 
sensible  effect  upon  the  parent.  The  foetus  order  of  exciting  or  rather  of  re-exciting  causes. 
may  thus  contract  small-pox,  which  some-  If  a  person  were  never  exposed  to  the  malaria, 
times  proves  fatal  to  it,  sometimes  not.  he  could  never,  as  I  believe,  have  ague :  but. 
The  daughter  of  my  bed-maker  at  Cam-  having  once  had  ague,  he  may  many  times 
bridge  had  a  child  ill  of  hooping-cough  have  it  again,  although  he  should  never  again 
in  the  house  with  her  while  she  was  in  the  be  subjected  to  the  direct  influence  of  the 
last  months  of  pregnancy ;  and  the  infant  malaria.  The  late  Dr.  James  Gregory,  of 
in  the  womb  must  have  caught  the  disease,  Edinburgh,  had  a  brother-in-law  who  illus- 
for  I  was  assured  that  he  hooped  the  very  trated  well  in  his  own  person  the  effects  of 
day  he  came  into  the  world.  The  sins  of  predisposing  circumstances  in  respect  to 
the  parent  are  thus  visited  often  upon  the  ague.  This  gentleman  was  a  strong  active 
child,  when,  before  its  first  breath  is  drawn,  man,   and  commanded   a  battalion  in  the 
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West  Indies;    and  he  escaped  for  a  long  uuTenally  admitted  tliat  tlieae  actions  are 

time,  while  others  were  fiiilling  do?m  around  independent  of  teiiM^ii;  and  some  eminent 

him  in  remittent  fever.     At  last  he  was  physiologists,  among  whom  may  be  named 

wounded  by  a  mnsket-ball  which  passed  Dr.  Alison,  still  hold  that  the  interfcntioa 

through  his  shoulder.     He  insistedp  much  of  sensation  is  necessary, — ^in  the  oases,  at 

against  the  wiU  of  the  surgeon  of  the  regi-  least,  of  the  ordinary  associated  movements, 

ment,  on  resuming  his  duties  before  his  which  have  definite  ends  in  view,  and  follow 

strength  was  completely  re-established  ;  and  one  another  in  r^;ular  succession,  as  those 

the  consequence  was  that  he  was  immediately  of  respiration, — for  an  impression  to  give 

attacked  by  a  remittent  fever  of  such  vio-  rise  to  that  organic  change  in  the  spinal 

lence,  that  his  life  for  sometime  was  despaired  cord  which    shall  terminate  in  a  muscnlar 

of.     But  this  was  not  all.     The  remittent  motion*.     It  will  be  deurable,  therefore,  to 

disease  assumed  by  degrees  a  distinctly  in-  consider  the  evidence  upon  which  the  state- 

termittent  form,  and  became  a  tertian ;  and  ment  rests,  that  reflex  actions  are    inde- 

at  last  he  got  well,  and  strong,  and  came  pendent  of  sensation,  though  ordinarily  ae- 

over  to  this  country.     But  for  a  long  while,  companied  by  it. 

though  to  all  appearance  his  health  was  re-  In  the  $rst  place,  then,  it  has  long  been 
established,  ague  fits  would  from  time  to  well  known  that,  in  the  human  being,  the 
time  occur ;  and  they  came  precisely  at  the  spinal  cord  does  not  itself  possess  in  the 
day  and  hour  on  which  they  would  have  remotest  degree  the  attribute  of  sensibflity ; 
happened  if  the  tertian  had  continued  with  since,  when  its  lower.portion  has  been  severed 
its  ^  original  type ;  and  slight  causes  were  from  the  brain  by  injury  or  disease,  there  is 
sufficieDt  to  reproduce  them.  He  had  complete  ancsthena  of  all  ttue  parts  of  the 
marked,  in  an  almanack,  the  days  of  the  body  which  derive  thidr  nerves  ezdnsively 
expected  accession ;  and  on  those  days  it  from  it.  Hence  it  might  ba  inferred,  that, 
recurred,  for  some  time,  whenever  the  etut  throughout  the  Vertebrated  dasses,  the 
wind  blew.  This  very  circumstance,  the  spinal  cord  is  equally  destitute  of  sensibflity ; 
east  wind,  is  a  common  re-exdting  cause' in  and  that  whatever  movements  may  be  pro- 
such  cases }  exposure  to  cold  in  any  way  is  duced  by  stimuli  acting  through  it,  are  the 
another.  results  of  a  physical,  and  not  of  a  sensorial 

. change.    This  inference,  however,  has  been 

disputed ;  and,  if  unsupported  by  other  evi- 

LBCTURES  dence,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  entitled  to 

ON  THB  rank  as  an  ascertained  truth.    The  very  per- 

FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  NERVOUS  ^JJ^,'  ^r^S^^Sft;"!^^ 

SYSTEM.  nessed  in  man  under  similar  drdumstances, 

Bt  W.  B.  Carpbntbb,  M.D.  J"  ^^^\^  ^^^^  *»»»f  ^,  »P^  5??*  ™ 

them  had  an  endowment  which  his  did  not 

"""^  possess.     The  possibility  of  such  an  expla- 

Special  Functions  of   the  Spinal    Cord,  nation — ^however  unconformable  to  that  ana- 

TAetV  independence  qf  Seneation,     Ret-  logy  throughout  organised  nature  which, 

piratory  Movemente.  the  more  it  is  studied,  the  more  invariably 

In  the  general  fiict,  tiiat  the  Spinal  Cord  does  it  guide  to  truth-^could  not  be  dis- 

constitutes  a  distinct  centre,   or  rather  a  proved.  Whateverexperimentson decapitated 

coUection  of  centres,  of  nervous  influence,  animals  were  appealed  to  in  support  of  the 

and  that  its  operations  are  carried  on  through  doctrine  that  the  brain  is  the  only  seat  of 

the  nervous  trunks  with  which  it  is  con-  eensibility,  could  be  met  by  a  simple  denial 

nected,  all  physiologists  are  now  agreed.     It  t^t  the  spinal  cord  is  every  where  as  desti- 

is  further  generally  admitted  that  its  func-  ^^  ^^  ^^  endowment  as  it  appears  to  be 

tions  are  independent  of  the  will ;  and  that  ^  t^^-    l^e  esses  of  profound  sleep  and 

they  are  in  effect  frequentiy  opposed  to  those  apoplexy  might  be  appealed  to,  as  examples 

of  the  brain,  which  operates  on  the  muscles  o^  ^^^  action  without  oonsdousness ;  and 

either  by  a  volitional  or  an  emotional  im-  t^^cse  might  be  met  by  the  assertion,  that  in 

pulse.    And,  histly,  its  actions  are  always  ^^  conditions  sensations  are  felt  though 

(except  when  excited  by  a  physical  irri-  they  are  not  remembered.     It  is  difficult, 

tation   diredtly  appUed  to  itself)   entirely  however,  to  apply  such  an  explanation  to  the 

of  a  reflex  character  :    that  is  to  say,  the  caa^  of  anenoephaloua  human  infants   (fan 

motor  impulses  which  originate  m  it  are  ^^»ch  all  th^  ordinary  reflex  actions  have 

not  spontaneous,  but  result  from  the  stimulus  ''•w*  exhibited  with  an  entire  absence  of 

of  impressions,  conveyed  to  it  by  the  afferent  hrain),  without  supposing  that  the  meduHa 

trunks,  and  operating  upon  it,  to  use  the  oblongata  is  tiie  seat  of  a  sensibility  which 

expression  of  Prochaska,  according  to  certain  we  know  that  the  lower  part  of  the  spinal 

"  peculiar  laws  written,  as  it  were,  by  nature     — 

on  its  medullary  pulp."     It  is  not,  however,  «  See  Outlines  of  Physiologyj  Id  adit.  p.  111. 
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ooid  docs  not  poMea ;  and  of  this  there  is  more  violent  eontractionB  are  excited  by  a  j 

no  eridenee  whatever.  stunuiiUf  of  vfhoee  preeenee  Me  ie  uneon* 

Ezperimenta  on  the  lower  animals,  then,  sd'oii^.     When  a  fiM^r  is  passed  lightly 

and  obaerration  of  the  phenomena  mani-  over  the  sldn,  in  the  hoUow  of  the  instep,  as 

festad  by  apoplectic  patienta  and  anenoe-  'if  to  tickle,  conTalsions  occur  in  the  Gor-« 

phaloos  infants,  miyhi  lead  to  the  conclusion  responding  limb,  much  more  Tigorous  than 

that  the  spinal  cord  does  not  possess  acnsi-  those  induced  by  pinching    or    pricking ; 

biiity,  and  that  its  reflex  acffims  are  inde»  they  succeed  one  another  in  a  rapid  series  of 

pendent  of  sensation.    At  tiiis  conclusion,  jerks,  which  are  repested,  as  long  as  the 

Prochaska,  Sir  Q.   Blane,   Flonrens,  and  stimulus  is  maintained."     *' When  any  other 

otlier  physiologiats,  had  arrived ;  but  it  was  part  of  the  limb  is  irritated,  in  the  ssme  way, 

not  until  spedal  attention  was  directed  to  the  convulsions  which  ensue  are  very  feeble, 

the  subject  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  that  facts  were  and  much  less  powerful  than  those  induct 

obtained,  by  whidi  a  positive  statement  of  by  pricking  or  pinching.''     '*  Convulsions, 

it  oonld  be  supported.    For  tiie  question  idcptioal  with  those  already  described,  are 

might  have  been  continually  asked,^-If  the  at  all  times  excited  by  the  sets  of  defecation 

spinal  cord  in  man  is  precisely  analogous  in  snd  micturition.     At  these  times,  the  con- 

Auction  to  that  of  the  lower  Vertebrate,  vulsions  are  much  more  vigorous  thsn  under 

why  are  not  its  reflex  phenomena  manifested  any  other  drenmstances,  insomuch  that  the 

when  a  portion  of  it  is  severed  from  the  patient  hss  been  obliged  to  resort  to  me- 

lust  by  disease  or  injiiry  ?    The  answer  to  ohsnical  means  to  secure  his  person  while 

this  question  is  twofold.    In  the  first  place,  engaged  in  these  acts.     During  the  act  of 

aimplB  division  of  the  cord  with  a  sharp  in-  expuLdon,    the    convulsions    succeed    one 

stniment  leaves  the  separated  portions  in  a  another  rapidly,  the  urine  is  discharged  in 

state  of  much  more  complete  integrity,  and  interrupted  jets,  and  the   passage  of  the 

therefore  in  a  state  much  more  fit  for  the  per-  ftcoes  snflers  a  like  interruption."      The 

fonnanee  of  its  peculiar  functions,  then  it  convulsions  are  more  vigorous  the  gretiter 

ordinarily  is  after  disease  or  violent  injury ;  the  accumulation  of  urine ;  and  involimtary 

and  as  the  former  method  of  division  is  one  contractions  occur  whenever  the  bladder  is. 

which  the  physiologist  is  not  likely  to  meet  distended,  and  also  when  the  desire  to  relieve 

with  in  man,  and  cannot  experimentally  put  the  rectum  is  manifested.     "  In  all  these; 

in  practice,  the  cases  in  which  reflex  actions  circumstances,  the  convulsions  are  perfectly 

are  manifested  are  likely  to  be  comparatively  involuntary ;  and  he  is  unable,  by  any  efibrt. 

fiew.    But,  secondly,  a  number  of  such  in-  of  the  wiU,  to  control  or  moderate  them." 

stances  AoM  now  been  accumulated, sufficient  The  patient  subsequently  regained,    in   a. 

to  prove  that  the  occurreiioe  is  by  no  means  gradual  manner,  botii  the.  sensibility  of  the 

so    rare  aa   might  haive   been   supposed  ;  lower  extremities,  and  voluntary  power  over 

and  that  nothing  is  required  but  patient  ob-  them  ;  and  as  voluntary  power  increased, 

serration,  to  tluow  great  light  on  this  inte-  the  susceptibility  to  involuntary  movements, 

resting  question    from  the  phenomena  of  and  the  extent  and*  power. of  tliese,  dimi-« 

disease.    A  most  valuable  collection  of  such  nished. 

cases,  occurring  within  his  own  experience,  This  case,  then,  exhibits  an  increased  ten-* 
has  been  published  by  Dr.  W.  Bud&,  in  the  dency  to  perform  reflex  actions,  when  the 
Medico-Chimigicsl  Transactions,  vol.  xxii.  control  of  the  brain  was  removed ;  it  also 
Hie  leading  fasts  observed  by  him  will  bo  shows  that- a  slight  impression  upon  tho 
now  enumerated.  surfaeei  of  which  the  patient  was  not  con- 
In  the  first  case,  paraplegia  was  the  result  scions,  was  more  efficacious  in  exciting  reflex 
of  angular  distortion  of  the  spine  in  the  dor-  movements  than  others  more  powerfully 
sal  region.  The  sensibility  of  the  lower  ex-  afiectiog  the  sensory  oi^ans.  This  is  cou« 
tremicies  was  extremely  feeble,  and  the  stantly  observed  in  experiments  upon  the 
power  of  voluntary  motion  was  almost  en«  lower  animals ;  and  it  harmonises,  alaoy 
tirely  lost.  "  When,  however,  any  part  of  with  the  important  fact,  th«t  when  the  trunk 
the  skin  is  pinched  or  pricked,  the  limb  that  of  an  afferent  nerve  is  pinched,  pricked,  or 
is  thus  scted  on  jumps  with  great  vivacity :  otherwise  iiTitated,  the  reflex  function  will 
the  toes  sre  retmded  towsrds  the  instep»  not  be  nearly  so  strongly  excited,  as  when  a 
the  foot  is  raised  on  the  heel,  and  the  knee  gentler  impression  is  made  on  a  twffaee 
so  flexed  ss  to  raise  it  off  the  bed ;  the  limb  supplied  by  the  branches  of  this  nerve. 
is  maintained  in  this  state  of  tension  for  The  former  produces  pain,  whilst  the  latter 
several  seconds  alter  the  withdrawal  of  the  does  not ;  the  amount  of  sensation,  tbere-^ 
stimulus,  and  then  becomes  suddenly  to*  ft>re»  does  not  at  all  correspond  with  tho 
Jaxed."  *'  In  general,  while  one  leg  was  mtenaity  of  reflex  action,  but  rather  bean  • 
convulsed,  its  feUow  remained  4|uiet,  un»  converse  relation  to  it.  Mr.  Grainger  found 
lass  stimulas  wss  applied  to  both  at  onoe."  that  he  could  remqfe  the  eptif*  hind  b^  of 
*'  In  these  instances,  the  pricking  and  pinch*  a- salamander  with  the  scissors,  without  the 
ing  was  perceived  by  the  patian^i  hnt  vmnek  '  cffftturo  «ioving,  or  giving  any  expr«Mioil«f 
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•iifferiiigyifdieqiinidooidlwdbeeBdiTidBd;  haad,  or  tkUii^  tke  cUn,  wovU 

vet  that,  by  imtetion  of  the  foot,  espedsUy  Tiolflnt  ■pumodk  actioM  in  theoi.    Hpwi 

IfY  hftf *,  m  ■"  ■itmai  aimnTiy  «r«nm«HiiiflPil,  tBoeoos  coovnlfkHis  of  tko  ptloed  pntit 

Tiolent  ooDTvlfiTe  actioiM  in  the  lefp  and  tail  which  oceumd  at  other  timea,  wwe  mora 
wen  excited.                                                 'frequent  and  more  powerftd  after  tha  oao  of 

It  ahonld  be  added  that,  in  tiie  foregoing  atrycbnia. 

caae,  the  nutrition  of  the  lower  eztremitiea  On  the  fint  reliim  of  Tolantary  power, 

waa  not  impaired,  as  in  moet  caaea  of  para-  the  patient  waa  enaUad  to  reatnin  hi  aoino 

plegia.     The  rationale  of  tiiia  occnrroncer  meaaore  the  excited  moTementa;  hot  thio 

which  ia  a  phenomenon  to  be  oonatantly  ob«  required  a  distinct  effort  of  the  will,  and  th0 

aerred  when  the  reflex  actions  of  the  part  flrat  attennpts  to  walk  weracoiioiiBljaSeolad 

remain  entire,  will  be  hereafter  noticed.  by  the  persiBtenoe  of  the  ansccptibility  to 

In  another  case  the  paraljais  was  more  exdted  invohmtary  moTeaMnta.  When  ho 
cxtensire,  having  been  produced  by  an  in-  first  attempted  to  stand,  the  knees  immedi- 
jury  (raanlting  from  a  fall  into  the  hold  of  a  ately  became  fMPdbly  bent  vnder  him ;  this 
vessel)  at  the  lower  part  of  the  nedc.  There  action  of  the  legs  bemg  excited  by  contact 
was  at  first  total  loas  of  Yolontary  power  over  of  the  soles  with  the  gnrand.  On  the  95th 
the  lower  extremities,  tnmk,  and  hands ;  day  this  effect  did  not  take  place  QntU  the 
alight  remainingTolontary  power  in  the  wriats,  patient  had  nude  a  few  steps ;  the  legs  then 
rather  more  fai  the  dbows,  and  still  more  in  tended  to  bend  np,  a  moreaaent  wUch  ho 
the  shonlders.  Hie  interoostal  mnsdcs  did  ooonteracted  by  robbing  the  avfaoe  of  tho 
notpartidpatB  in  tiie  movemeota  of  respira-  bdly  i  this  nibbing  cxc£fced  the  eitsBsora  to 
tion.  The  sensibility  of  the  hands  and  feet  action,  and  the  1^  became  extended  with  • 
waa  greatly  impaiiod.  There  waa  retention  jork.  A  few  more  steps  were  then  made; 
of  urine,  and  involnntary  evacuation  of  tlie  the  manceurre  repeated,  and  ao  on.  Thin 
fieoes.  Recovery  took  fiace  very  gradually ;  susceptibility  to  involuntary  movemente  from 
and  during  its  progress  several  remarkable  impreasions  on  the  aolea  gradually  dini- 
phenomena  of  roflcx  action  were  observed,  nisiied ;  and  on  tiie  141st  day,  tlie  patient 
▲t  first,  tickling  one  sole  excited  to  move-  was  able  to  walk  about,  suppottiag  himwlf 
ment  that  limb  only  which  was  acted  upon ;  on  the  back  of  a  diair  which  he  pushed  be- 
afterwards,  tickling  eitiier  sole  excited  both  fore  him  t  but  his  gait  waa  nnateady,  and 
legs,  and  on  the  26th  day,  not  only  the  lower  much  resembled  that  of  chorea.  Senaation 
extremities,  but  the  trunk  and  upper  extra-  improved  very  alowly :  it  waa  on  the  53d 
mitieaalso.  Irritatingtliesoles,!^  tickling  day  hefirst  di|^tiy  peroeifedtheheat  of  the 
or  otherwise,  was  at  first  the  only,  and  siways  metal  plate. 

tiie  most  efficient  metiiod,  by  which  convid-  Hun  important  case  suggests  msny  inte- 
akms  could  be  excited.  From  the  26th  to  resting  reflections.  Common  sensation  waa 
the  69th  day,  involuntary  movements  in  all  not  so  completely  abolished  aa  in  the  fenicr 
the  paUed  parte  continued  powerful  and  instance ;  but  of  the  peeuEMr  kind  of  im- 
extensive,  and  were  axdted  by  tiie  following  preasion,  whieh  was  found  most  efficadooa 
orates : — In  the  lower  extremities  only,  by  in  exciting  reflex  movements,  no  conacioua- 
the  passage  of  flatus  from  tiie  bowels,  or  by  ness  whiierer  waa  experienced.  Not  leaa 
the  contMt  of  a  cold  urinal  with  the  penia ;  interesting  was  the  circumstance,  that  con- 
convulsions  in  the  upper  extremities  and  vulaiona  could  be  readily  excited  by  imprua- 
trunk,  attended  with  sig^dng,  by  plucking  sicns  on  auifecea  above  the  aeat  of  injury ; 
the  hair  of  the  pnbea.  On  tiie  41st  day,  a  as,  by  puUing  the  hairof  thescslp,  a  saddm 
hot  plate  of  metid  was  applied  to  the  soles,  ndse,  and  so  on.  Tins  proves  two  impor- 
and  found  a  more  powemil  exdtor  of  move-  tant  pointe  :  first,  that  a  leaion  of  the  cord 
ment  than  any  before  tried.  Hie  movemente  maybesuchas  to  intercept  the  tranamisaion 
continued  as  long  as  the  hot  plate  waa  kept  of  vohmtary  influenoe,  and  yet  allow  the 
applied;  but  the  same  plate,  at  oononon  tranamisaion  of  that  reflected  from  inddent 
temperature,  excited  no  movemente  aflnrthe  nerree.  Secondly,  tiiat  all  influence  flroBi 
first  contact.  Hie  contact  was  distinctiy  felt  impressions  on  incident  nerves  are  diffuaad 
by  the  patient ;  bat  no  $entmiUmqfkemiwwM  tiuiough  the  cord;  for,  in  the  inatance  ad- 
perceived  by  him,  although  the  plate  waa  dnced,  the  reflected  inflnencawaa  undoubt- 
applied  hot  enough  to  cause  vesication.  At  edly  not  made  to  deviate  into  the  end  by 
three  difllBrant  intervals  the  patient  took  one-  the  morbid  condition  of  that  organ,  but  fol- 
aii^  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  three  timea  a  lowed  Ite  naturhl  oourae  of  ^i<Si«mB^  being 
day.  Great  increaae  of  snaceptibility  to  in-  rendered  manifest  in  tUa  caae  by  the  con- 
voluntary  movemente  immediately  followed,  vuUona  wlridi  were  excited  in  eonseqnenee 
•ndthey  were  excited  by  the  dii^itestoaaaei.  of  hifireaaed  aettvity  of  the  motor  Amotion 
No  convulsions  of  the  upper  extremities  of  the  cord.  It  is  obvious,  thetefors,  tliat 
eoold  tnr  be  produoed,  however,  byirri-  when  we  consider  the  spinal  oord  as  an  of^an 
tating  their  tolqgument ;  though,  under  the  oomplete  hi  ItMlf,  the  tsrma  direcf  and  r«- 
cfstrjaiiu%puIlngtfiehairofthe  Irsj^ywdt  have  na  apj^ieathNii  these  heta^g 
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yturitf  tppHed  onlf  when  thira  it  a  detemd*  hmnan  bdog,  a  Hw  Mpumtioa  of  the  me« 
aatedireottoa  tor  the  tiMiiinlwton  of  >  change  didla  oblongata  from  the  brain,  without  the 
in  the  condition  of  the  nerrea :  aa  when  a  deatniction  of  the  hidependent  to^ctiooB  of 
aenaorf  imprearion  ia  propagated  along  an  both :  it  ia  not  likdj  that  we  can  ever  lunre 
affisrcnt  tnmk,  or  Qpwwda  to  the  brain  in  the  power  of  aaoertainining  by  the  testimony 
tiiat  part  of  the  apinal  cord  which  ia  a  mere  of  a  patient  ao  affected,  that  the  reapiratory 
oondactor  $  or  when  a  motor  impnlaeia  pro-  mofementi  are  performed  witiiout  the  ne- 
pagaited  downwarda  from  the  brain  throngh  ceasary  intervention  of  aenaatlon,  aa  we  here 
tiie  condootfaig  portion  of  the  ajdnal  cord,  or  been  able  to  do  in  regard  to  other  reflex 
byanefferent tnink.  If,  ineitiier  of  theaecaaea,  morementa ;  bnt  the  general  fu^  being,  that 
theconraeoftnnamiaBioncoQldbereyeraed,  there  ia  no  poritire  groan4  whaterer  tor 
it  might  be  toirly  aaid  to  be  retrograde  t  regarding  any  part  of  the  apinal  cord  as  a 
bat  tlM  tme  apinal  oord  ia  not  e  conducting  twworiitm  independent  of  the  brain,  and  that 
oi^gan,  but  a  ganglionic  centre  tor  the  recep-  the  reapiratory  moTcmenta  certainly  oorre- 
tlm  and  reflodon  of  impreaaiona,  which  are  apond  in  all  thdr  oonditiona  with  theactiona 
diiiaaed  through  it  in  all  directiona-  ahke.  denominated  reflex,  there  would  aeem  no 
It  ia  toither  intareating  to  remarfc  that,  in  good  reaaon  tor  maintaining  that  aenaation  la 
the  toregoing  caae,  the  reflex  actiona  were  an  element  to  tkdr  production,  whilat  it  ia 
very  feeble  during  the  flrat  aeren  daya,  in  admitted  to  be  not  eaaential  in  the  caae  of 
compariaon  witii  their'  anbaequent  energy ;  the  leaa  regular  conrulsiTe  actiona  already 
being  limited  todight morementa  of  diefeet,  deacribed.    The  diaracter  of  adaptitene§$  to 
fHiich  could  not  alwaya  be  excited  by  tickling  a  deaigned  end,  hk  regard  to  their  combina- 
the  aolea.    In  another  caae  of  Tcry  aimilar  tion  md  aucoeaaion,  which  themovementa  of 
character,  it  waa  three  dayaafter  the  accident  reiqpintion  and  deglutition  exhibit,  ia  deariy 
betore  any  reflex  actioaa  could  be  produced,  no  proof  of  thdr  dependence  on  aenaation ; 
It  ia  evident,  then,  that  the  apinal  cord  muat  alnoe  an  equally  perfect  adaptiveneaa  ia  wit- 
have  been  in  a  atate  of  concuaaion,  whieh  neeaed  in  tiie  actiona  of  tiie  heart,  alimentary 
prevented  the  manifeatation  of  ita  peculiar  cand,  &c.  wUdi  are  atill  i^irther  removed 
ftmctlona,  ao  long  aa  the  efl^eet  laated ;  and  from  the  control  of  the  will.    And,  further, 
it  ia  eaay,  therefore,  to  perceive  that  a  atill  it  doea  not  appear  by  any  meana  evident  what 
more  aevereabook  might  permanently  deatroy  end  or  purpoae  could  be  answered  by  the 
ita  power,  ao  aa  to  prevent  the  exhibition  of  jMraducaon  of  aenaation  aa  a  part  of  thediain 
any  of  tlie  piienomena  of  reflex  action.  of  phenomena  of  reflex  action.    The  queation 
It  aeema  wdl  eataWished,  then,  by  audi  ia,  are  theae  movementa  guided  hi  any  way 
caaea,  that  the  apind  cord  oramall  aegmenta  by  the  mtnif ;  or  do. they  neoeasarily  reaolt 
of  it  may  aarve  m  man  aa  the  centre  of  very  from  certain  phyaicd  conditlona  of  &e  ner- 
enefgetio  reflex  actiona,  when  the  vduntary  voua  ayatem  ?    If  their  adaptiveneaa  ia  the 
power  exercised  through  the  bnin  over  the  reanlt  of  mentd  guidance,  then  not  only  aen- 
muaeular  ayatem  ia  auapended  or  deatroyed.  aation  but  judgment  and  volition  muat  ne- 
And  it  ia  torther  evident  that  theae  move-  ceesarily  be  involved ;  aince  it  ia  impoadble 
aaenta  are  produced  by  a  mere  phyaiod  that  aenaation  can  gdde  to  the  dioioe  of  one 
eiiange  in  the  nervoua  centrea,  the  con-  out  of  many  modiea  of  action,  vrithout  the 
adouaneaa  of  the  individod  not  being  aflbcted  exerdae  of  theae  fecultiea.    On  the  other 
in  their  pedbrmanoe,  and  aenaation  having  hand,  if  it  be  aaid  that  certain  movementa 
^  ttiereforeno  neceaaary  partidpatkn  in  them,  are  neocaaarily  aaaodated  with  certain  anaa- 
The  movementa  witneaaed  m  the  knrer  ani-  tiona,  it  ia  difllcult  to  aee  why  they  diould 
mah  under  the  aame  dreumatancea  bdng  not  be  equally  aaaodated  with  the  imprea- 
dtogelfaer  of  a  aimilar  character,  there  aeema  dona  by  which  the  aenaationa  are  produced, 
ao  good  reaaon  to  atbribute  to  the  apind  Senaationia  a /MyeMcal  phenomenon.     Itia 
cord  in  them  an  attribute  of  whidi  it  is  oer-  ^e  communication  to  tiie  mind  of  a  certain 
tainly  deatitute  in  man.   There  ia  no  eaaential  organic  change  in  the  nervoua  ayatem.    Itia 
dUferenoe  dther  in  atractore,  orinthenatnre  the  first  atep  in  the  train  of  purely  mentd 
of  the  actiona  pertormed  by  them,  between  operationa ;  and  theae  termmate  in  fh»  fer- 
tile apind  cora  and  the  medulla  oblongata,  mation  of  an  emotiond  or  volitiond  impulse, 
which  can  warrant  US  in  aadgdng  to  the  latter  which  reacts  on  the  body.    But  we  have  no 
aftmetionwUflh  the  former  doea  not  poaaeaa:  reaaon  to  believe  that  aenaation  can  itadf 
and  if  the  refleiiona  of  the  epind  cord  do  react  on  the  body ;   or  that,  if  it  could,  it 
not  invdve  sensation,  there  ia  good  reaaon  would  be  a  better  guide  than  the  impression 
for  condnding  that  dda  diange  doea  not  which  produced  it.    Thu»— 
neceaaarily  partidpate  in  thoae  of  the  medulla  Impreasion  a  producea 
oblongata.    Itiaperfeedytruethatitahraya  aenaation  A,  with  which  is  aaaodated 
aeeeayeii<e»inua  ttie  greater  number  of  ac-  motion  a ; 
tlona  to  which  that  diddon  of  the  centre  ia  and  in  Uke  manner, 
oubaerviebt;  for  example,  Ihoae  of  teapfara-  Impression  b  produces 
thm  nd  dcglutitloo.     And  it  ia  scaiedy  senmtfcm  B,  with  whidi  ia  iaeddated 
poaaible  for  audi  an  accident  to  occur  in  the  motion  0, 
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There  leems  no  valid  reeaoii,  then,  to  aaeert  leems  opon  aenntion  of  a  Terjpeovlitf  kiail, 

that  a  motion   may   not  have   an  equally  may  take  place  without  oonacionsneia  on  t^ 

close  connexion  with  the  impression,  as  it  is  part  of  the  indhridaal.     Bracbtt  meatioiis  a 

asserted  to  have  with  the  sensation  resulting  case  of  this  kind  in  the  human  subject,  in. 

from  it.  which  the  patient's  own  testimony  could  be 

The  question  has  been  often  put  to  those  adduced  ;  and  he  ascertained  that  emission 

who  advocate  this  view, — why  the  sensation  could  be  produced  in  dogs,  in  which  the 

should  be  so  constantly  associated  with  the  spinal  ooid  had  been  di^Ued  in-  the  back, 

changes,  if  not  essential  to  produce  motion  ?  uid  in  which,  therefore,  it  can  scarody  be 

An  objection  might  fairly  be  made  to  any  doubted  that  the  sensibility  of  the  genital 

reasoning  from  final  causes  in  a  question  of  organs  was  destroyed.     Such  caaes,  it  might 

facts ;  but  the  inquiry  may  be  easily  an-  be  thought,  are  si^cient  to  prove  that  the 

swered.     In  many  instances  the  production  power  of  the  reflex  ftmction,  operating  in- 

of  sensations  is  the  stimdlus  necessary  for  dependently  of  sensation,  is  not  confined  to 

the  excitement  of  other  actions  required  for  such  irregular  convulsive  movements  as  are 

the  continued  maintenance  of  those  in  ques-  seen  in  msn  after  disease  or  injury,  but  ia 

tion.    Thus,  a  cbtern  filled  with  water  may  exercised  in  producing  the  regular  combined 

be  speedily  emptied  by  a  cock  occasionally  actions  which  are  necessary  for  the  mamte- 

opened  at  the  bottom ;  but  if  it  communi-  nance  of  the  organic  functions.    The  senaa- 

caite  with  a  reservoir,  by  means  of  a  valve  tion  accompanying  these  actions,  moreover, 

opened  by  a  ball  floating  on  the  surftce  of  frequently  affords  premonition  of  danger,  or 

the  water  it  contains,  it  may  be  kept  con-  gives  excitement  to  supplementary  actions 

stantly  full.  Now  here  the  action  of  Um  ball-  destined  to  remove  it,  as  in  the  case  of  respi- 

oock  at  the  top  ia  not  essential  to  the  flow  of  ration ;  for  where  anything  interfisras  with 

water  at  the  oottom,  but  is  rather  consecu-  the  due  discharge  of  the  function,  theuneaay 

tive  upon  it.    The  channel  is  opened,  and  sensation  which  ensues  occasions  unwonted 


the  water  flows  out ;  and,  in  consequence  movements,  which  are  more  or  leas  adapted 
of  the  lowering  of  the  surface  thus  pro-  to  remove  tiie  impediment,  in  proportion  as 
duced,  the  floating  valve  is  opened,  and  they  are  guided  by  judgment  as  well  as  oon* 
the  cistern  refilled  from  the  reservoir.  Just  sdousness.  Again,  sensation  often  gives 
so  is  it  with  regard  to  those  movements  warning  against  inconvenience,  as  in  the  ex- 
of  animals,  which  are  concerned  in  the  inges-  cretory  functions  ;  and  here  it  is  very  evident 
tion  of  their  food.  The  muscular  contrae-  that  its  object  is  not  only  (if  at  all)  to  excite 
taaoa  required  to  propel  it  along  the  alimen-  the  associated  muscles  necessary  for  the  ex- 
tary  canal,  from  the  stomach  downwards,  are  cretion,  but  actually  to  make  the  wiU  set  up 
provided  for  without  even  the  intervention  of  the  antagonixing  action  of  the  sphincters,  as 
the  nervoua  system.  To  bring  it  within  reach  will  be  hereafter  explained.  There  is  one 
of  these,  a  muscular  apparatus  is  provided,  unequivocal  case,  in  the  ordinary  conditiim 
by  which  anything  that  comes  within  its  of  the  human  body,  of  reflex  action  without 
grasp  is  conveyed  downwards  by  a  reflex  sensation ;  this  is  the  muscular  contractkm 
operation,  originating  in  the  impression  made  by  which  the  food  is  propelled  from  the  bol- 
upon  the  surfiice  of  the  pharynx.  Now  this,  torn  of  the  pharynx  to  tbs  stomach.  Unieaa 
in  the  ordinary  condition,  may  be  considered  the  morsel  be  very  bulky,  so  as  to  press  on 
as  attended  with  sensation,  in  order  that  the  surrounding  parts,  or  be  very  difitercnt 
those  other  movements  may  be  performed  in  temperature  from  the  surface  it  touches, 
which  will  bring  food  within  the  reach  of  the  or  have  any  peculiar  irritating  quality,  we 
apparatus  of  deglutition.  The  polype  is  are  not  more  conscious  of  its  presence  whilsi 
dependent  for  its  supplies  of  aliment,  upon  it  is  passing  down  the  lower  part  of  the  oeso- 
what  the  currents  in  the  surrounding  fluid,  phagus,  thui  when  it  is  being  propelled  idong 
or  other  chances,  bring  into  its  neighbour-  the  intestinal  tube ;  and  yet,  as  Dr.  J.  Reid'a 
hood ;  but  anything  which  touches  its  ten-  experimenU  have  shown,  this  contraction  ia 
taenia  is  entrapped  and  conveyed  into  ite  of  a  reflex  character,  not  being  stimulated  by 
stomach.  The  anenoephalous  infimt,  again,  direct  contact,  but  requiring  the  complete- 
can  swallow,  and  even  suck ;  but  it  can  ex-  ness  of  the  nervous  circle  for  ite  performance, 
ecute  no  other  movemente  adapted  to  obtain  We  shall  now  separately  consider  the  chief 
the  supply  of  food  continually  necessary  for  operations  in  which  the  spmal  cord  and  ite 
maintenance,  because  it  has  not  a  mind  system  of  nerves  are  usually  coniyrned,  in 
which  sensations  could  awake  into  activity,  the  ordinary  course  of  the  vitel  actions  of 
The  sensation  connected  with  reflex  actions  the  human  body.  Upon  teking  a  generd 
has  not  only  this  important  end,  but  it  fre-  survey  of  these,  it  will  be  found  that  Hieir 
qaently  contributes  to  enjoyment,  as  in  sue-  ordinary  function  is,  to  supply  the  conditiooa 
tion  and  ejaculatio  seminis.  Now  there  ia  requisite  for  the  maintcaanoe  of  the  various 
evidence  that  the  latter  of  these  processes,  organic  processes.  Thus,  the  aeration  of 
involving  though  it  does  the  combined  action  the  blood,  which  tekes  place  whenever  that 
of  a  number  of  muscles,  and  dependent  as  it  fluid  is  placed  in  relatkm  with  the  atmo»- 
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pliere,  «■&  only  be  oanM  on  by  the  regular  is  originally  yolnntary,  must  ever  remain  so  ; 
exohaoge  of  tin  amali  quantity  of  the  gas  and  thua  the  moTements    of   locomotion, 
eoatained  in  the  lungs ;  if  this  cease,  the  cir-  which  all  admit  to  be  in  man  at  first  the 
culation  is  soon  brought  to  a  stand,  and  loss  results  of  distinct  efforts  of  the  will,  are  re- 
of  vitality  of  the  whole  system  speedily  re-  garded  as  equally  dependent  upon  it,  how- 
suits.     Hence  this  is  most  oonstanly  neces-  ever  habitual  Uiey  may  have  become.     Now 
Bary  for  all  the  actions  of  the  spinal  cord ;  we  all  know  that,  in  walking  along  an  ac- 
and  we  find  its  maintenance,  in  spite  of  aocl-  customed  road,  we  firequently  lose  even  our 
dent  or  disease  of  the  spine,   remarkably  consciousness  of  our  situation,  from  the  ok>8e 
provided  for,  in  the  position  of  the  centre  of  occupation  of  the  mind  upon  some  train  of 
the  respiratory  movements,  which  occupies  thought,  and  yet  our  limbs  continue  to  move 
a  position  where  it  receives  the  greatest  pos-  under  us  with  regularity,  until  we  are  sur- 
sible  amount  of  protection.     The  supply  of  prised  by  finding  ourselves  at  the  place  of 
the  digestive  apparatus,  again,  18  immediately  our  destination,  or  peradventure   at  some 
dependent  upon  the  spinal  system  ;  and  this,  other  which  we  had  not  intended  to  visit, 
being  another  essential  function,  has  its  cen-  but  to  which  habit  has  conducted  us.    A 
tre  equally  protected.    The  outlets  of  the  musical  performerwiU  frequently,  in  the  same 
cavities  are  dso  controlled  by  the  spinal  sys-  manner,  play  through  a  piece,  when  the  mind 
tern ;  but  this  function,  although  essential  to  is  occupied  upon  an  entirely  different  sub- 
the  comfort  of  life,  is  less  necessary  to  its  ject :  and  I  have  known  a  good  musician 
maintenance ;  and  we  find  it  dependent  upon  carry  on  an  uninterrupted  conversation  (re- 
a  portion  of  the  cord  which  is  more  liable  to  quiring,  therefore,  a  distinct  set  of  muscular 
lose  its  powers  by  disease  or  injury.     It  is  actions)  whilst  playing  at  sight  from  notes 
possible,  as  wiU  hereafter  be  shown,  that  before  him.     Now  in  such  a  case  it  would 
several  actions,  which  are  at  first  voluntary,  be  said  by  some  metaphysicians  (acknow- 
are  effected,  when  so  frequently  performed  ledging,  as  all  do,  that  the  mind  cannot  toill 
as  to  become  habitual,  through  the  medium  two  different  things  at  the  same  time)  that 
of  the  spinal  system  :  of  this  kind  are  the  volition  is  in  a  sort  of  vibratory  condition 
movements  of  locomotion,  which  are  con-  between  the  two  sets  of  action — now  prompt- 
tinned  involuntarily,  when  the  whole  atten-  ing  one,  and  now  the  other.     But,  indepen- 
tion  of  the  mind  is  given  to  other  objects,  dently  of  the  manifest  complexity  which  must 
but  which  the  will  can  check  at  any  time,  attend  the  operations  of  the  mind  so  em- 
This  is  an  illustration  of  the  superior  degree  ployed,  it  may  be  shown  that  it  is  perfectly 
in  which  the  spinal  system  (or  the  parts  conformable  to  admitted  facts,  to  refer  the 
answering  to  it)  is  concerned  in  the  mainte-  habitual  series  of  actions  to  the  shorter  train 
nanoe  of  the  actions  of  the  lower  classes  of  afforded  by  the  spinal  system  of  nerves, 
animals.     It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  whilst  the  cerebral   system  is  concerning 
dytiscns,  whose  head  had  been  removed,  the  itself  with  the  other.     For  we  have  many 
itimnluB  of  the  contact  of  water  immediately  examples  in  which  perceptions,  which  are 
excited   regular  and  continued  locomotive  intuitive  in  the  lower  animals,  have  to  be 
actions,  which  lasted  for  some  time.     So  in  acquired  in  us  by  mental  operations,  fre- 
the  cases  already  quoted,  when  the  control  quently  of  a  complex  nature;  and  which  yet 
of  the  will  over  the  lower  extremities  was  become  at  last  as  constantly    and  reac^y 
lost,  powerful  muscular  actions  were  excited  associated  with  the  sensations  that  excite 
through  the  spinal  cord  alone.  In  the  healthy  them,   as  they  are  in  the  lower  animals, 
condition  of  the  human  system,  when  the  Such,  for  example,  b  the  perception  of  the 
frin  is  controlling  all  the  movements  which  distance  of  an  object,  which  guides  the  hand 
are  not  immediately  concerned  in  the  main-  in  endeavouring  to  seize  it.     It  is  not  diffi- 
tenance  and  regulation  of  the  organic  func-  cult,  then,  to  understand  that  the  locomo- 
tions,  no  such  actions  can  be  excited ;  but  tive  actions  may,  by  habit,  and  by  the  tem« 
in  proportion  as  its  control  is  lost,  does  the  porary  suspension  of  the  particular  direction 
independentpowerof  the  spinal  cord  manifest  of  them  by  the  will,  become  nearly  of  the 
itself.     Hence  we  can  understand  that,  when  same  reflex  or  excited  character  as  they  ob- 
the  whole  attention  of  the  mind  is  given  to  vio'usly  are  in  the  lower  animala ;  and  the 
otiier  objects,  bat  a  certain  train  of  muscular  more  these  actions  are  of  a  simple  rythmical 
actions  has  been  voluntarily  begun,  that  train  character,  similar  to  those  of  respiration,  the 
vnll  continue  under  the  inflnence^of  the  con-  more  does  it  seem  that  they  may  with  pro- 
■tantly  renewed  stimulus,  without  anything  bability  be  referred  to  the  spinal  system ; 
more  than  a  general  sustaining  and  directing  and  if  we  attribute  to  this  (aa  we  can  scarcely 
energy  on  the  ppit  of  the  will.    This  appears  help  doing)  the  nq>id  vibration  of  the  wings  of 
to  me  the  only  soqnd  manner  of  explaining  insects,  there  seems  no  reason  why  we  should 
the  combination  of  two  seta  of  actions,— one  not  extend  the  same  view  to  the  wings  of 
habitual,  theother requiring  doaeattention,—  birds.     Such  an  explanation  of  their  move- 
which  we  so  frequently  meet  with.    Accord-  ments  will  account  tor  their  occasional  con- 
ing to  some  metaphysicians,  an  action,  which  tinuanoe,  daring  a  period  through  which  no 
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known  Toluntary  effort  can  endure,  without  upon  its  peripheral  extremities,     ^e  im- 

apparent  fatigue ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  attri-  pression  is  probably  due  to  the  presence  of 

bntes  of  the  spinal  system  of  nerves,  well  venous  blood  in  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs; 

pointed  out  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  that  the  exercise  or,  as  Dr.  M.  Hall  thinks,  to  the  presence 

of  the  muscles  excited  by  it  does  not  occasion  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  air-cells.     Either  or 

fktigue,  the  sense  of  which  is  cerebral  only.  both  may  be    true.      The    pneumogastrio 

Whether  or  not  this  last  speculation  be  nenre,  however,  is  not  the  only  excitor  of 
correct,  it  is  certain  that  the  lower  we  de-  the  respiratory  movements;  since,  when  the 
scend  in  the  animal  scale,  the  more  impor-  nerve  is  cut  on  each  side,  they  still  oontinae. 
tant  is  the  share  performed  by  the  reflex  Dr.  Reid  has  satisfactorily  shown  that  the 
function  in  the  general  m6vements  of  the  statement  of  many  experimenters,  that  the 
body  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  larger  is  the  pro-  inspirations  are  increased  in  frequency  after 
portion  of  muscular  actions  performed  in  this  operation,  is  erroneous ;  and  that  it  has 
direct  respondence  to  a  stimulus,  and  the  originated  in  their  very  prolonged  and  La- 
smaller  is  the  proportion  of  those  which  ori-  borious  character.  The  removal  of  the  en- 
ginate  in  the  spontaneous  will  of  the  being,  oephalon,  also,  diminbhes  the  frequency  of 
And  this  observation,  founded  upon  physio-  the  respiratory  movements,  whether  it  be 
logical  phenomena  idone,  perfectly  harmo-  ■  performed  before  or  after  the  section  of  the 
nizes  with  the  facts  supplied  by  anatomical  vagi.  Dr.  Reid  found  that,  in  a  kitten  of  a 
research ;  since  in  the  Vertebrata  we  may  day  old,  in  which  the  inspirations  were  100 
trace  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  cerebral  a  minute,  they  fell  to  40  when  the  encephalon 
hemispheres  relatively  to  the  spinal  cord,  was  removed ;  and  on  subsequently  cutting 
until  at  last  they  come  to  be  as  it  were  a  the  pneumogastrics,  the  number  of  inspira- 
mere  appendage  to  it ;  and  among  Inverte-  tions  instantly  fell  to  between  three  and  four 
brate  animals  we  find  a  similarly  varying  in  the  minute,  and  continued  so  for  some 
relation  between  the  size  of  the  cephalic  time.  Helice  it  appears  that  the  respiratory 
ganglia,  and  of  the  scattered  centres  which  movements  are  partly  dependent  upon  oere- 
coUectively  resemble  the  spinal  cord^xf  Ver-  bral  agency  or  volition ;  and  this  may  also 
tebrata.  We  shall  commence  our  survey  of  be  learned  from  the  prolonged  and  laborioua 
the  reflex  movements  in  man,  with  the  con-  character  of  the  inspirations  during  sleep  or 
sideration  of  those  of  respiration,  which  are  profound  attention,  when  the  influence  of 
particularly  weU  adapted  for  illustrating  their  the  cerebrum  is  more  or  less  suspended, 
general  nature.  Bat  why  do  the  movements  continue,  when 

Reepiratory  movements, — ^The  centre  of  the  pneumogastrics  have  been  divided,  and 

the  respiratory  movements  is  the  upper  part  the  encephalon  has  been  removed  ?     It  is 

of  the  medulla  oblongata,  into  which  may  evident  that  there  must  be  other  excitors 

be  traced  the  excitor  nerves  that  convey  the  to  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles, 

stimulus  on  which  the  movements  are  de-  Amongst  these,  the  nerves  distributed  to  the 

pendent,  and  firom  which  proceed,   either  general  surface,  and  particularly  to  the  iaoe» 

directly  or  indirectly,  the  motor  nerves  by  probably  perform  an  important  part ;  and  in 

which  they  are  carried  into  effect.      The  exciting  the  first  inspiration,  the  fifth  pair 

chief  excitor  of  the  respiratory  movements  is  seems  the  principal  agent.     It  has  long  been 

unquestionably  the  par  vagum.    When  this  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  first  inspiratory 

is  divided  on  both  sides,  according  to  the  effort  of  the  new-bom  infant  is  most  vigo- 

experiments  of  Dr.   Reid,  the  number  of  rously  performed  when  the  cool  external  air 

respiratory  movements  is  considerably  di-  comes  into  contact  with  the  face ;  and  that 

minished,  usually  about  one-half.     Now  if  impressions  on  the  general  surface,  such  as  a 

this  nerve  excite  the  actions  of  respiration  slap  of  the  hand  on  the  nates,  are  often  effec- 

by  its  powerful  action  in  producing  sensa-  tual  in  exciting  the  first  inspiratory  move- 

tion,  we  should  expect  to  find  its  trunk  en-  ments,  when  they  would  not  otherwise  com- 

dowed  with  considerable  sensibility,  which  mence.     Dr.  M.  Hall  relates  an  interesting 

is  not  the  case ;  for  all  experimenters  agree  case  in  which  the  first  inspiration  was  de** 

in  stating  that,  when  its  trunk  is  pinched  or  layed,  simply  because  the  face  was  protected 

pricked,  the  animal  does  not  exhibit  signs  of  by  the  bed-clothes  from  the  atmosphere ; 

pain  nearly  as  acute,  as  when  the  trunks  of  and,  on  lifting  up  these,  the  infant  unme- 

the  ordinary  spinal  nerves,  or  of  the  fifth  diately  breathed.    Every  one  knows  the  fact 

pur,   are  subjected   to   similar  treatment,  that  the  first  plunge  into  cold  water,  the  first 

It  cannot  be  questioned,  however,  that  its  descent  of  the  streams  of  the  shower-bath,  or 

power  as  an  excitor  of  respiration  is  very  even  dashing  a  glass  of  cold  water  in  the  face, 

great,  since,  besides  the  fact  of  the  diminu-  will  excite  inspiratory  efforts.     That  the 

tion  in  the  number  of  inspirations  which  nerves  of  the  general  surface  are  concerned 


this  power  must  arise  from  impressions  made     divided  the  spinal  cord  high  up  in  the  neck,  so 
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as  to  cut  off  the  commiuiication  between  the  nary  breathing,  and  Tet  haye  remained  under 
apinal  nerves  and  the  medoUa  oblongata ;  the  power  of  the  will.  Such  cases  are  men- 
and  he  found  that  the  frequency  of  the  re-  tioned  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
spiratory  movements  wss  still  fiirther  dimi-  work  on  the  Nervous  System.  It  is  difficult 
nished,  although  they  were  not  even  then  to  ascertain  from  his  account  of  the  respira- 
entirely  suspended.  It  may  be  surmised,  tory  system  of  nerves,  how  far  he  recognised 
however,  that  the  sympathetic  nerve,  which  the  necessity  of  a  stimulus  or  impression 
derives  many  filaments  from  the  cerebro-  conveyed  to  the  medulla  oblongata  through 
spinal  system,  and  especially  communicates  afferent  or  exdtor  nerves,  as  the  cesl  source 
vHth  the  pneumogastric  nerves,  is  one  of  he  of  the  respiratory  actions.  He  was  well 
excitors  to  this  function ;  and  this,  perhaps,  aware  that  the  motor  power  originated  in 
not  only  through  its  ramifications  in  the  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  he  d^rly  sepa- 
lungs,  which  are  considerable,  but  also  by  rated  it  from  that  of  the  brain,  r^ulting 
its  distribution  on  the  systemic  vessels ;  so  from  an  effort  of  the  will ;  and  he  speaks  of 
that  it  may  convey  to  the  spinal  cord  the  this  important  function  as  being  placed  under 
impression  of  imperfectly-arterialized  blood  the  guidance  of  a  sensation  more  certain  and 
circulating  in  these,  such  as  the  pneumo-  constant  in  its  effects  than  the  capricious 
*  gastric  is  believed  to  transmit  from  the  lungs,  will.  But  he  was  certainly  not  aware  that 
It  will  hereafter  be  shown  that  an  impression  sensation  need  not  intervene.  Of  this  we 
of  a  corresponding  kind  is  more  probably  the  are  enabled  to  judge  from  the  phenomena 
cause  of  the  sense  of  hunger  and  thirst,  than  presented  by  the  human  being  in  sleep  and 
any  which  originates  in  the  stomach  alone.  coma,  by  anencephalous  foetuses,  and  by 
The  motor  or  efferent  nerves  concerned  in  decapitated  animals.  Further,  Dr.  Ley  has 
the  function  of  respiration  are  those  which  Sir  put  on  record  a  case  which  confirms  this 
C.  Bell  has  grouped  together  in  his  respiratory  particular  inference,  just  in  the  same  manner 
system.  Tlie  most  important  of  these,  the  as  the  cases  related  at  the  commencement  of 
phrenic,  arises  from  the  upper  part  of  the  this  lecture  confirm  the  general  doctrine  of 
spinal  cord ;  the  intercostal  much  lower  the  non-existence  of  sensibility  in  the  spinal 
down ;  whilst  the  facial  nerve  and  the  spinal  cord.  He  had  under  his  care  a  patient  in 
accessory,  to  the  latter  of  which,  as  will  pre-  whom  the  par  vagum  appeared  to  be  dis- 
sently  be  stated,  the  motor  powers  of  the  eased ;  the  lungs  suffered  in  the  usual  w^y 
par  vagum  are  chiefly  due,  evidently  takes  in  consequence,  and  the  patient  had  evidently 
its  origin  in  the  medulla  oblongata  itself,  laborious  breathing ;  but  he  distinctly  said 
But  we  must  not  decide  upon  the  connexion  that  he  felt  no  uneasiness  in  his  chest, 
of  a  particular  nerve  with  a  particular  seg-  Our  own  experience  informs  us  that  re- 
ment  of  the  spinal  cord,  simply  because  it  spiratory  movements  are  partly  under  the 
diverges  from  it  at  that  point.  It  has  been  control  and  direction  of  the  will,  though  fre- 
shown  that,  in  the  MoUusca,  a  nerve  passing  quently  unrestrainable  by  it.  In  ordinary  cir- 
to,  or  proceeding  from,  one  ganglion,  fre-  cumstances,  when  the  blood  is  being  perfectly 
quently  passes  dirough  or  over  another  aerated,  and  there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of 
which  lies  in  its  course ;  and  in  the  Arti-  arterial  blood  in  the  system  to  carry  on  the 
culata,  this  is  a  still  more  constant  occur-  functions  of  life  for  a  short  time,  we  can 
rence.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable,  then,  suspend  the  respiratory  actions  during  a  few 
that  the  connexion  of  the  intercostal  nerves  seconds  without  any  inconvenience.  If, 
is  really  in  part  with  the  grey  matter  of  the  however,  we  endeavour  to  prolong  the  sus- 
medttlla  oblongata ;  at  any  rate,  such  a  con-  pension,  the  stimulus  conveyed  by  the  exci- 
nexion  has  not  been  disproved :  and  as  this  is  tor  nerves  to  the  medulla  oblongata  becomes 
unquestionablythe  chief  if  not  the  only  centre  too  strong,  and  we  cannot  avoid  making 
of  Uie  respiratory  movements;  and  as  the  white  inspiratory  efforts ;  and  if  the  suspension  b^ 
columns  of  the  spinal  cord  consist  of  fibres  still'further  prolonged,  the  whole  body  be- 
which  bring  the  spinal  nerves  into  connexion,  comes  agitated  by  movements  which  are 
not  only  with  the  brain,  but  also  with  other  almost  of  a  convulsive  nature,  and  no  effort 
segments-  of  the  ganglionic  portion  of  the  of  the  will  can  then  prevent  the  ingress  of 
cord,  there  seems  no  reason  why  it  should  air.  I  have  heard  it  stated,  though  I  know 
not  be  so  in  this  instance.  not  the  authority,  that  no  person  ever  corn- 
That  the  respiratory  movements,  as  ordi-  mitted  suicide,  Uiough  many  have  attempted 
narily  performed,  are  essentially  independent  to  do  so,  by  simply  holding  the  breath  ;  the 
of  the  will,  appears  not  only  firom  our  own  control  of  Uie  will  over  the  respiratory  mus- 
consciousness,  but  also  from  cases  of  para-  cles  not  being  sufficiently  g^eat  to  antagoniie 
lysis,  in  which  the  power  of  the  wfll  over  the  the  stimulus  of  the  ''besoin  de  respirer," 
mnsdes  has  been  lost,  whflst  the  movements  when  this  has  become  aggravated  by  the 
have  been  kept  up  by  the  reflex  action  of  the  temporary  cessation  of  .Uie  action.  But 
Boednlla  oblongata  or  respiratory  ganglion ;  such  persons  have  succeeded  better,  by  hold- 
whilst  in  others,  some  of  the  respiratory  ing  the  fiioe  beneath  the  sorfkoe  of  water ; 
muscles  have  been  motionless  during  ordi-  bwause  here  apother  set  of  mufclei  is  called 
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into  action,  wliidi  are  modi  more  under  the  pharyngeal,  and  (whidi  if  a  matter  of 

control  of  the  will  than  are  dioee  of  reapira-  dxffical^)  from  those  of  the  spinal 

tion;  and  a  strong  volition  applied  to  these  nerve,  and  he  then  irritated,  no  movementa 

will  prevent  all  aooeai  of  air  to  the  longs,  of  the  oigans  supplied  hy  it  can  be  obaerred. 

howerer  violent  may   be    ttm   inspiratory  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  roots  be  irntated 

efforts.     It  is  easy  to  understand  why,  in  whilst  in  connexion  with  the  nenroos  oen- 

the  higher  ■»i«»wi«  at  least,  and  more  espe-  ties,  mnscolar  oontractiotts,  evidently  of  a 

dally  in  man,  the  respiratory  actions  should  reflex  character,  result  from  the  irritation  ; 

thus  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  will,  and  strong  evidences  of  their  sensibility  are 

ainoe  they  are  subservient  to  the  production  also  given.     On  the  other  hand,  again,  when 

of  those  sounds  by  which  individuals  com-  the  roots  of  the  »pinal  accessory  nerve  are  irri- 

municato   their  feelings  and  desires  to  eadi  tated,  no  indications  of  scnsarion  are  given ; 

other,  and  which,  what  articulate,  are  capa-  but  the  muscular   parts   supplied   ^  the 

ble  of  so  completely  expressing  what  is  pass-  par  vagum,  as  well  aa  by  ita  own  trunk,  are 

ing  in  the  mind  of  the  speaker.     If  the  re-  made  to  contract,  even  when  the  roots  are 

spiratory  muscles  of  man    were  no  more  separated  from  the  nervous  centres ;  so  that 

under  Ids  control  than  they  appear  to  be  these  roots  must  be  regarded  as  the  rhannei 

in    the   inaect  or  molluscous    animal,   he  of  the  motor  influence  transmitted  to  them 

might  be  provided  with  the  most  perfect  from  the  medulla    oblongata.    When  the 

apparatus  of  speech,  and  yet  he  would  not  par  vagum  swells  into  the  jugular  ganglion, 

be  able  to  employ  it  to  any  advantage.  an  interchange  of  fibres  takes  place  between 

The  motor  power  of  the  respiratory  nerves  it  and  the  spinal  accessory ;  but  many  more 
is  exercised,  however,  not  only  on  the  mns-  fibres  can  be  traced  from  the  latter  into  the 
cles  which  perform  the  inspiratory  and  expi-  former,  than  from  the  former  into  the  latter, 
retory  movements,  but  on  those  which  guard  Hence  it  results  that,  of  the  brandies  into 
the  entrance  to  the  wind  pipe,  and  also  on  which  the  par  vagum  subsequently  divides, 
certain  other  parts.  The  movements  of  the  many  enjoy  a  high  d^ree  of  motor  power ; 
internal  respiratory  appar^us  are  chiefly,  if  whilst  those  of  the  spinal  accessory  do  not 
not  entirely,  effected  through  the  medium  of  appear  to  posseas  any  great  share  of  aensi- 
the  motor  fibres,  which  the  par  vagum  con.  biUty.  The  pharyngeal  branches  are  amoi^ 
tains.  Hiese  motor  fibres  exist  in  very  dif-  tiie  most  decidedly  motor  of  all  those  given 
ferent  amount  in  its  different  branches.  For  off  from  the  pneomogastric ;  and  these  may 
example,  the  pharyngeal  and  oesophageal  in  great  part  be  traced  badcwards  into  die 
branches,  by  which  (as  will  hereafter  appear)  spinal  accessory.  Hence  the  idea  of  Arnold 
the  muscles  of  deglutition  are  exdtedtocon-  and  Scarpa,  thiat  the  par  vagum  and  spinal 
traction,  possess  a  much  larger  proportion  of  .  accessory  are  together  analogous  to  a  spinal 
them,  and  exhibit  much  less  sensibility  when  nerve,  the  former  answering  to  the  posterior 
irritated,  than  do  other  divisions  of  the  trunk,  roots,  and  the  latter  to  the  anterior,  appears 
Between  the  superior  and  inferior  laryngeal  snffidently  probable.  We  shall  for  thie  pre- 
nerves,  again,  there  is  an  important  diffe-  sent  restrict  ourselves  to  the  consideration 
rence,  which  anatomical  and  experimental  of  the  influence  of  this  compound  nerve  on 
research  have  now  very  clearly  demonstrated,  the  respiratory  organs.  It  has  long  been 
The  superior  laryngeal  branch  is  almost  soldy  known  that  section  of  the  par  vagum  in  the 
an  afferent  nerve,  its  motor  endowments  neck,  above  the  inferior  laiyngeals,  was  fre- 
being  limited  to  the  crico« thyroid  muscle,  quently  followed  by  suffocation,  resulting 
to  which  alone  of  all  the  muscles  its  filaments  from  closure  of  the  glottis;  and  hence  it 
can  be  traced,  the  remainder  being  distri-  has  been  inferred  that  the  office  of  the  in- 
buted  beneath  the  mucous  surface  of  the  ferior  laryngeals  was  to  call  into  action  the 
larynx.  The  sensibility  of  this  nerve  is  very  dilators  of  the  larynx,  whilst  the  superior 
evident  when  it  is  pinched  or  irritated  during  laryngeals  were  supposed  to  stimulate  the 
experiments  upon  it.  On  the  other  hand,  constrictors.  This  view,  however,  is  incor* 
the  inferior  laryngeal  nerve  is  almost  entirely  rect.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  results, 
one  of  motion,  as  is  shown  by  its  very  slight  previously  stated,  of  anatomical  examina- 
sensibility  to  injury,  its  nearly  exclusive  dis-  tion  into  the  respective  distribution  of  these 
tribution  to  muscles,  and  its  influence  in  two  trunks;  and  it  has  been  completely 
exciting  contraction  of  these  when  its  sepa-  overthrown  by  the  very  careful  and  satis- 
rated  trunk  is  stimulated.  factory  experiments  of  Dr.  J.  Reid,  which 

Thefunctionsof  the  par  vagum  at  its  roots  have  established  that,   whilst  the  inferior 

have  been  made  the  subject  of  particular  laryngeal  is  the  motor  nerve  of  nearly  all 

examination  by  Valentin  ;   and  he  has  ar-  the  liuyngeal  musdes,  the  superior  laryngeal 

rived  at  the  very  interesting  and  unexpected  is  the  exdtor  or  afferent  nerve,  conveying  to 

result,  that  it  M«re  possesses  no  motor  power,  the  medulla  oblongata  the  impressions  by 

but  is  entirdy    a  sensory  or    nther    an  which   muscular    movements    are  exdted. 

afferent  nerve.   Hestatesthat,  if  therootabe  It  has  been  ascertained  by  Dr.  R.  that,  if 

careftilly  separated  fipom  thote  of  the  glosso-  the  inferior  laryngeal  branches  be  divided. 
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or  tlie  trank  of  the  pax  Tagum  be  eat  abore  in  prodncmg  durtiiict  coiitractions  of  tbe 
their  origin  from  it,  there  is  no  constriction  rings  of  the  trachea,  by  irritating  the  par 
of  the  glottis,  bat  a  paralyzed  state  of  its  vagum  in  the  rabbit ;  and  he  thinks  it  pro- 
muscles.  After  the  first  paroxysm  occa-  bable  that  a  similar  action  might  be  induced 
aioned  by  the  operation,  a  period  of  quies-  in  the  bronchi  and  their  ramifications ;  but 
cence  and  freedom  from  dyspnoea  often  this  he  has  not  succeeded  in  procuring, 
supervenes,  the  respirations  bcdng  performed  The  phenomena  of  asthma,  however,  leave 
with  ease  so  long  as  the  animal  remains  at  little  room  for  doubt  that  spasmodic  contrac- 
rest ;  but  an  unusual  respiratory  movement,  tion  of  the  air  passages  takes  place  as  a  reflex 
such  as  takes  place  at  the  commencement  of  action,  excited  by  various  causes ;  and  no 
a  struggle,  induces  immediate  symptoms  of  other  nerve  but  the  par  vagum  can  be  con- 
suffocation,  the  current  of  air  carrying  in-  cemed  in  producing  it. 
wards  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  which  are 

rendered  passive  by  the  paralyzed  state  of  *■"" 

their  muscles  ;   and  these,  falling  upon  the  somb 

opening  of  the  glottis  Uke  valves,  obstruct  PHYSIOLOGICAL  REFLECTIONS 

the  entrance  of  air  mto  tbe  lungs.    The  more  ^^ 

:^:^r^t:^jXi^^;  the  nature  and  treatment  of 

neoesaary  to    counteract  the  tendency  to  ANGINA  PECTORIS, 

sufibcation,  when  it  is  desired  to  prolong  the  ano  of  analogous  btatbs* 

life  of  the  animal  after  this  operation,  by  ^    «,  Wn  »iMenv  Tffi«« 

making  an  opening  into  the  trachea.    Dr.  ,        ®^  T.  Wilkinson  King, 

Beid  further  ascertained  that  the  appUcation  I^turer  on  Pathology  at  Guy's  Hospital, 

of  a  stimulus  to  the  inferior  laryngeal  nerves,  [For  the  Medical  Gazette,'] 

when  separated  from  the  trunk^ould  oc^-  [Continued  fom  p.  348.] 

sion  distinct  muscular  contractions  m  the  

larynx  ;    whilst  a  corresponding  stimulus  ^^^^  ^^„^  i,  nof.— Sympfoiiw.    rfw- 
appbcdtothe  superior  laryngeal  occasioned         ,^  ^^  ^  ^^  %^^^    ^^^^^^ 

no  muscular  movement,  except  m  the  cnco-  -  ^«»j;«'  V./^.^.*,.,  .  ..-«.«#^  «^«:— 
thyroid  muscle.  But  when  the  superior  vH*?  .''^1'%.'^T  f"^'" 
la^geals  were  entire,  irritation  of  the  ^.^^^  involved:  trnghno;  tumtfac^ 
mucous  surface  of  the  krynx,  or  of  the  tion.-- Feelings  of  suffocatum;  m 
trunks  themselves,  produced  contraction  of  the  absence  of  dysjmaa,  constrtetum, 
the  glottis  and  efforts  to  cough;    effects        ffhbus,  alarm j  syncope. 

which  were  at  once  prevented  by  diviiUng  jp,  ^Yit   endeavour  to  enforce   correct 

those  nervM,  and  thereby  rattang  off  their  opinions  of  angina  it  has  occurred  to 

oommunicabon  with  the  medima  oblongaU.  ^^.^y^^^  ^^  may  serve  an  useful  purpose 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  that  the  supe-  ^'^flgct  for  a  moment  on  what  angina 

nor  and  infenor  laryngeal  branches  con*  .         .  ^ 

stitute  tbe  circle  of   incident  and  motor  ^^  y^.'       .  v    ^  ^t.    •        r  ^i. 

nerves  by  which  the  aperture  of  the  glottis        ^  ^«  ?.^^  *^y^!??«  noi^dhesion  of  the 

b  governed,  and  by  which  any  irritation  of  pencardium.     It  is  not  hypertroph;^  of 

the  UrynxU  made  to  close  the  passage  so  as  to  ^^e  heart,  nor  dilataUon,  nor  a  mixed 

prevent  the  entrance  of  improper  substances ;  state.     It  is  not  ^permanent  contraction 

whilst  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve  also  ex-  or  openness  of  the  aortic  orifice,  nor  of 

eites  the  muscles  of  expiration,  so  as  to  the  mitral.      It  is  not  a  merely  wasted 

cause  the  violent  ejection  of  a  blast  of  air,  nor  softened  heart.     It  is  not  a  pa- 

by  which  the  offending  gas,  fluid,  or  soUd,  ralysed  nor  an  empty  heart.     It  is  not 

may  be  carried  off.    The  effect  of  carbonic  a  disease  of  nervous  young  women. 
add  in  causing  spasmodic  closure  of  the        These  negative  assertions  require  no 

glottis  is  well  known,  and  affords  a  beautifbl  serious  proof,  but  W'e  may  observe  that 

example  of  the  proCeeting  character  of  diis  jj^g  statements' of  our  several  chapters 

■y^^  ^  nerves.  y^\  hardly  leave  one  of  them  doubtftil. 
T^  mucous  stti^e  of  the  trachea  and        A  summary  of  our  previous  views  was 

broo^  app^  from  the  expermients  of  ^^^^^   necessary,  but  our  readers  may. 

vaientm,  to  be  endowed  with  impressibuity,  „,^  *u:„u    o^a.1,,  „«««^*  «.i,«  „k^„*  H 

sothat  stimuU  applied  to  it  piSu^  expi-  '^^}^'''\^^^^y  !^P^  ^*^*^^®  f! 

ratory  movemenU ;  and  this  i^idently  ope-  certain,  and  as  a  good  introduction  to 

rates  through  th^  branches  of  the  par  vagum  ^^%  continuation  of  our  inquiry, 

distributed  upon  the  membrane.     Here,  as  .    In  pursuance  of  the  method  proposed 

elsewhere,  we  find  that  a  stimulus  applied  to  >n  the  outset  of  these  reflections,  it  now 

the  surface  has  a  much  more  decided  influ-  becomes  necessary  to  take  up  some  of 

ence  than  irritation  of  the  trunk  of  the  the  prominent  symptoms  of  angina ;  to 

nerve  supplying  it.    Valentin  has  succeeded  study  their  nature,  and  inquire  now  far 
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they  may  be  probably  or  possibly  de-  BuddendiaorganixationsofUieleft  valTcs. 

pendent  on  the  phvsical  conditions  to  We  must  however  confess,  cooadering 

which  we  have  referred ;  and  thus  we  all  the  severe  affections  of  almost  every 

may  hope  to  make  the  way  clear  for  the  kind  which  different  parts  of  the  heart 

other  considerations  of  an^^ina,   and  undeigowithoutthe  indications  of  pain, 

fiicilitate  the  furUier  investigation  of  that  we  are  rather  nnwilllng  to  locale 

cardiac  diseases' generally.  the  cause  of  anginal  pains  in  the  heart 

The  distress  in  various  forms  is  doubt-  itself.    May  it  not  be  that  the  sudden 

less  the  main  as  well  as  the  mainly  in-  fulness  and  severe  action  of  the  whole 

tricate  character  of  anc^ina  ;  and  where  apparatus  operates  on  more  sensitive 

shall  we  pretend  to  locate  this  very  aajacent  parts,  as  we  have  supposed 

protean  incubus  P  the  pain  of  pericarditis  is  onlv  felt 

We  shall  hope  to  find  advantage  in  when  the   inflammation  extenos  be- 

making  separate  and  successive  consi-  yond  the  reflected  serous  membrane  ? 

derations  of  pain  of  different  kinds  and  Although  we  know  next  to  nothing 

in  different  situations ;  of  the  sense  of  of  the  sensibility  of  the  heart,  and 

suffocation ;  of  the  sin^ple  anxiety  ;  of  countless  negative  facts  are  on  the  side 

the  dyspnoea ;  and  lastly  of  palpitation ;  of  its  little  sensibility,  vet  we  shall  ad« 

and  altnough  our  remarks  will  not  often  mit  for  the  present  that  the  sodden 

«  appear  definitive  or  positive,  we  con-  and  sharp  agony  may  be  in  its  proper 

ceive  they  must  alwavs  be  more  or  less  substance  at  least  in  certain  instances. 

available,  and  even  indispensable,  in  ex-  Besides  this,  however,  there  is  very 

plaining  the  signs  to  which  they  are  much  that  still  remains  to  become  the 

applied.  subject  of  research  and  rational  expla- 

First,  of  the  pains  of  angina,  in  the  nation, 
heart  and  elsewhere.  Our  readers  We  shall  not  pretend  to  have  wit- 
must  not  expect  to  find  more  than  nessed,  and  still  less  think  of  accounting 
a  general  examination  of  the  present  for,  all  the  varieties  of  uneasiness  de- 
dimculty.  We  shall  endeavour  to  scribed  by  writers  as  attendant  on  dif- 
point  out  sources  of  error  and  right  ferent  anfirinal  attacks.  The  sufferings 
views  to  be  taken  of  different  cases,  aremani^tly  of  widely  different  kincbv 
and  shall  hope  that  in  the  end  a  more  though  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that 
extended  view  of  all  symptoms  will  pain  in  the  proper  sense  is  always  pre- 
serve to  place  even  the  pains  in  a  sent,  and  it  is  much  less  certain  that 
clearer  lis^ht,  and  render  them  often  the  pain  is  always  in  the  same  part  and 
very  satisfactory  indications  of  internal  of  the  same  kind, 
states.  Mr.  Hodgson  describes  the  case  of  an 

Inflammations  of  the  heart,  its  lining  aged  lady  who  was  subject  to  severe 

or  its  outer  covering,  may  go  on  vio-  dyspnoea  and  syncope,  and  pain  at  the 

lently  without  pain,  and  severely  often,  heart.    Six  months  after  an  nemiplegic 

with  little  or  no  distress  up  to  a  certain  attack,  she  had  a  sudden  aggravation 

amount,  or  rather  perhaps  up  to  a  cer-  of  the  thoracic  symptoms,  and  in  a  few 

tain  period,  when  it  seems  evident  that  hours  she  became  collapsed,  with  a  rup- 

graver  changes  still  will  at  least  assist  ture  of  the  left  ventricle.    There  waa 

to  explain  the  uneasiness.      The  ex-  no  evidence  of  undue  dilatation ;  the 

tension  of  inflammation  to  more  sen-  rupture  presented  softened  edges  (pro- 

sitive   parts  exterior   to  the  pericar-  baoly  from  a  form  of  recent  inflamma- 

dium*  would  seem  to  be  the  first  ex-  don,)  and  the  artery  of  this  particular 

Slanation  of  common  pain  in  pericar-  part  seemed  more  obstructed  oy  senile 

itis.    Material  deteriorations  of  the  changes  than  the  coronaries  eeoenJiy» 

substance  of  the  ventricles  generally  which,  however,  were  much  fiseaaed. 
will  quickly  give  rise  to  some  distress,       Now  here,  as  in  many  cases,  it  may 

and  not  less  will  be  produced  by  the  he  questioned  if  the  ancient  pain  were 

~rrr~II  Z        rZ.      nr  ^  «*«  heart  at  all,  for  with  dyspnosa 

.^pSfto'lS  aSSr.SPWS£!*  S"£  ^;r^  thej**nce.of  di^eiiS  m 

moft  evident  that  pericarditis,  pteuritia,  and  peri-  the  heart  (rather  wasting)  there  seema 

tlwaM«Mdpit)dttcto  of  these  two  crate,  MMi  to  organ;  indeed,  it  is  not  clear  that  m 

OS  to  coinade  with  the  opposite  ideas  of  action  even  the  last  attack  the  pain  was  in  the 

eonHaedtothe  seroasmcnlnrane,  and  of  inHam-  _^,u.  ttit»^fj»A  m*h  mnHivU 

■ption  whieh  Involvet  adl|«wit  and  more  sen-  X^ if^^^H*  rupture, 
dtive  tissue.  The  affection  is  too  compucated,  and 
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lliepatient^tperoepdoiis  of  internal  dis*  affiiin  to  the  difTerent  proportions  iii 

fNrder  are  too  uncertain,  to  warrant  a  which  the  particular  nerves  are  distil* 

positive  assertion  in  this  case,  and  in  buted. 

oy  far  the  great  majority  of  instances.  The  auricles  and  yentricles  may  be 

We  cannot  omit  to  notice,  that  ordi-  supposed  to  be  supplied  like  the  bowels 
nary  palpitations  are  free  from  pain,  as  for  contraction.  But  the  largest  pro- 
is  also  a  ver^  considerable  hydroperi-  portions  of  supply  seem  devoted  to  the 
caroUon ;  which,  however,  as  relates  to  ^reat  pulmonary  artery  and  ascending 
pressure,  certainly  acts  more  equally  in  aorta;  so  that  whether  for  sense  or 
all  directions,  and  probably  is  more  motion,  or  mere  nutrition,  considering 
gradually  produced.  the  thickness  of  their  tubes,  they  would 

It  is  almost  needless  to  state   that  seem  to  possess  more  nerves  than  ^ny 

ehronic  changes  and  settled  disorgani-  other   vessels   (one   set   perhaps   ex- 

salions  do  not  produce  any  truly  pain-  cepted  —  those  of  the  head,  with  the 

Ibl  sensations  in  the  heart,  general!}^  or  nervi  molles),  and  indeed  than  most 

necessarily.     Hvpertrophy,  dilatation,  other  parts  of  the  body, 

adhesions,  disordered  valves  or  ossifica-  If  we  were  desirous  too  hastily  to 

tions,  are  found  unattended  with  pain,  surmise,  we  might  perhaps  consider 

These  remarks  may  avail  us  in  our  the  pulmonary  artery  as  the  seat  of 

finther  reasoning,  as  well  as  the  recol-  much  of  the  suffocative  sense,  and  a 

lection  that  asthma  is  often  painless,  little  more  probably  suppose  the  aorta 

though  bronchitis  is  not  equally  so ;  to  be  the  seat  of  the  severe  pain  which 

being  sometimes  as  it  is  said,  sore,  is  sometimes  referred  to  the  upper  part 

cutting,  tight,  &c.    The  pains  which  of  the  sternum.    And  if  again  we  were 

affect  the  walls  of  the  chest  are  not  to  to  touch  on  final  causes,  we  might  sus* 

be  lost  sight  of  in  our  course.  pect  that  the  sensibility  of  the  ascend- 

We  have  carefully  and  amply  noted,  mg  aorta  is  destined  to  warn  us  of  the 

in  the  case  of  gradual  decline,  various  approaching  inundation  of  too  great 

and  casual  pains  about  the  chest,  which  continued  exertion,  and  that  of  the 

it  was  evioent,  firom  day  to  day,  were  pulmonaiy  artery,  of  the  d  ngers  of 

owinjB^  to  irre^pilar  efibrts  or  constrained  siidden  efforts,  and  perhaps  of  the  need 

positions,  as  in  sleeping.    These  truly  of  a  freer  respiration, 

muscular  pains,  which  come  and  go.  To  appreciate  the  indications  of  pains 

though  sometimes  especially  affecting  adjacent  to  the  heart  will  require  much 

one  part,  as  the  pectoral  muscle,  are  patience  and  precision, 

chiefly  indications  of  weakness,   but  Lieutaud  connected  pain  in  the  left 

their  importance,  as  distinct  from  the  shoulder  with  rupture  of  the  heart; 

pain  of  pieuritis,  which  they  much  re-  Hildanus,  with  pericarditis ;   Riverius, 

semble,  demands  strict  attention.  with  carditis.    Another,  with  blood  in 

On  the  subject  of  dyspnoea  we  ma^  the  pericardium*.  Sir  Charles  Bell 
wtum  to  these  considerations,  for  it  is  seems  decidedly  to  implicate  the  inter- 
particularly  in  connexion  with  the  pre-  costo-humeral  nerves  in  some  anginal 
sence  of  constriction,  or  suffocation,  or  pains.  The  pains  felt  in  the  mamma, 
dyspnoea,  that  costal  or  sternal  pains  in  such  cases,  will  depend  probably  on 
are  to  be  examined.  We  may,  however,  the  nerves  from  above  the  clavicle, 
here  remark,  that  the  pains  here  spoken  The  pressure  which  die  heart  may 
of,  and  which  are  sometimes  inconside-  suddenly  produce  on  the  phrenic  nerve., 
rately  called  neural^c,  are  vetf  closely  especially  on  the  left  side,  may  be  indi- 
analoeous  to  the  pain  of  pieuritis.  Per-  cated  by  the  pain  over  the  deltoid 
haps  die  two  may  be  identical  in  kind,  through  superficial  branches .  of  the 
We  have  seen  that  pieuritis  and  various  third  cervical  nerve,  &c. 
pvoducts  occur  without  pain,  as  do  also  The  remoter  pains,  which  seem  all  to 
pulmonary  disoiganizations,  but  the  occur  with  or  without  anginal  paroX" 
extension  of  the  inflammation  external  yarns,  we  are  disposed  more  confidently 
to  the  pleura  oostalis  is  closely  enough  to  refer  to  specific  or  local  causes, 
allied  to  reparative  reaction  in  tne  Those  wno  are  familiar  with  the 
deeper  moscmar  layers.  descriptions  of  .the  pains  which  attend 

It  is,  we  think,  to  be  re^tted,  that  pretty  constantly  in  kind,  though  very 

hitherto  sufficient  distinction  has  not , 

been  made  with  respect  to  the  different  .  ^^  ^,^  ^^,  ,^     ^    g^  ,  ^^^  ^ 

•OUKM  of  the  nerves  of  the  heart,  and  Sognvliift  id  the  Ncnret,  by  diaricf  Ml,  isu. 

708.— xxviii.  2  M 
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varioudl^  in  degreci  on  internal  aneu*  of  anginal  teisore  under  his  obecrva' 

xunna,  will,  we  tnink,  be  most  ready  to  tion,  to  notice,  as  he  may  at  a  glance,  if 

concur  in  the  opinion,  that  much  of  the  the  case  be  one  of  arterial  distension  or 

pain  of  anffina  is  most  probably  re-  not,  and  then  we  predict  that  he  will 

ferable  to  tne  unusual  arterial  disten-  almost  as  soon  discover  whether  the 

rions.    Some  pains  may  have  a  very  case  be  one  of  impeded  or  onlv  of  wide 

different  cause,  as  for  instance  venous  inspiratoiy  effort ; — ^whether  tne  thora- 

fulness,  and  while  these  may  occur  with  cic  walls  may  be  the  seat  of  pain,  or 

a  feeble  heart,  the  aneurismal  may  only  that  there  may  be  venous  fulness.  This 

be  expected  under  a  more  vigorous  cir-  is  not  all  that  will  be  made  apparent; 

culation.    It  is  probably  true  in  nuni*  but  our  future  comments  will  again 

bers  of  these  cases,  that,  the  less  the  bring  us  near  to  this  topic, 
pain,  the  nearer  the  heart  is  to  failing       The  next  consideration  that  presents 

irremediablv,  and  vice  vers&.  itself  in  the  symptomatolM;^  of  an^na 

The  portion  of  the  first  dorsal  nerve  relates  to  the  uneasiness  which  patients 

which  IS  closely  apposed  to  the  left  refer  more  generally  to  the  chest  i  but 

subclavian  artery,  seems  to  supply  just  here  again  we  must  remark,  that  the 

those  parts  of  the  arm  which  are  most  ffeneraf  notions  of  the  sufferer  have 

often  affected  in  common  angina.    On  been  too  little  analysed  hj  the  medical 

the  right  side  the  same  ]^rts  are  not  observer,  and  we  may  again  claim  some 

often  affected,  but  a  similar  relative  attention  for  our  statements  if  they 

arrangement  obtains.  should  only  serve  justly  to  enforce  dis* 

The  suboccipital  nerve  is  similarly  crimination, 
confined  between  the  vertebral  artery        It  is  essential  to  understand  the  dif- 

and  the  atlas,  and  indeed  this  vessel  is  ferences  between  the  severe  and  even 

in  pretty  close  contact  with  all  the  cer-  terrible  constriction  of  true  angina,  and  - 

vical  nerves,  which,  however,  are  verv  the  worst  asthma;  the  oppressive  snf- 

rarely    affected    in    connexion    witn  focative  sense  that  may  occur  in  deli* 

angina*.  cate  or  feeble  health  or  advanced  tile. 

The  numbness  or  tingline  which  ac-  with    or  without   palpitation    (as  in 

companies-  the  afiections  of  particular  walking) ;  the  globus  of  young  females ; 

nerves,  seems  still  more  indicative  of  thedepressedanxiety  in  the  enfeebled; 

pressure  on  their  trunks.  and  lastly,  the  more  lively,  but  not  less 

The  swelling  of  the  hand  which  is  impressive  alarm  of  true  angina, 
sometimes  spoken  of,  if  we  may  attach        We  |>refer  to  glance  at  tnese  topics 

any  import  to  it,  seems  to  bespeak  successively  before  approaching  that  of 

transitOTV  pressure  on,  or  obstruction  of  dyspnoea,  which  appertains  only  to  the 

veins ;  if,  indeed,  it  is  an  vthing[  more  later  or  more  complicated  attacks  of 

than  an  extreme  effect  of  gravitation  angina ;  but  should  the  reader  feel  at  a 

in  the  pendant  arm,  unassisted  by  the  loss  for  definite  notions  of  dyspnoea, 

influence  of  motion   on   the  venous  it  will  be  desirable  for  him  to  stody 

valves.    Walking  long,  and  especially  this  subject  in  the  first  place, 
in  warm  weather,  and  in  a  state  of  re-       Writers  appear  clearly  and  forcibly 

pletion,  will  commonlv  produce  mudi  to  concnr  in   the  statement  of  cases 

tumefaction  ofthe  pendant  and  inactive  in  which,  with  the  severest  soffoca* 

hands,  but  if  the  right  or  either  hand  tive  sensation,  there  is  no  dvsDncear— 

be  more  employed,  as  with  a  walking-  a  fact  which  is  probably  of  the  fiist 

stick,  it  ^11  l)ecome  less  swollen,  or  importance  in  thoracic  pathology, 
not  at  all  so.  For  the  present  we  shall  take  cmiatrie- 

Kow,  should  it  be  said  that  we  have  tton  at  the  glottis  to  represent  dyspnoea, 

only  confused  the  subject  of  annnal  and  it  will  be  at  once  evident  that,  as 

pains,  we    cannot  but  plead  guuty;  relates  to  the  inspiratoiy  eflfi>rt,  we  have 

out  we  may  safely  lay  all  the  blame  a  very  different  case  wnen  we  take  the 

with  those  who  have  so  long  called  dif-  instance  of  sudden  obstruction  in  the 

ferent  cases  b^  the  same  name,  and  our  left  heart ;  as,  for  example,  in  the  aorta 

onljr  extenuation  must  be,  that  we  have  or  in  the  left  auricle ;  and  again,  it  is 

invited  the  practitioner,  with  any  kind  no  excessive  refinement  to  mstinguish 

— ■■  two  forms  of  the  later  case :  first,  that 

*  1b  tiie  lint  ToUune  of  the  Gny'i  Hospital  in  which  there  is,  from  habit  or  predis^ 

oftlMTcrtebniwteiy.  turgescence;    and   secondly,    that   m 
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which  there  is  a  remarked  absence  of  (though  this  may  be  more  than  doubt- 

this  feature.                             ^  ml),  and  it  is  thus  eii:]^lained  how  the 

Simple  angina  is  a  case  in  point,  two  symptoms  may  exist  separately  or 

There   is   every  reason  to   conclude  together  in  various  degrees  and  pro- 

diat  die  pulmonary  circulation  is  free,  portions. 

copious,  and  forcible,  as  that  the  respira-  The  sense  of  suffocation  must,  we 
Hon  has  been  easy  and  exalted.  The  think,  be  considered  as  distinct  alike 
pulmonary  vessels  generally  have  as  from  constriction  and  dyspnoea.  Indeed 
yet  no  disposition  to  unnatural  yield-  it  is  pretty  manifest  that  it  is  a  pecu- 
ing.  In  the  early  seizures  we  have  liar  internal  sensation.  In  young 
mostly  no  dyspnoea,  no  catarrh,  no  women,  in  connexion  with  palpita- 
cough,  and  no  evidences  of  obstruc-  tion,  or  occurring  suddenly  in  sleep,  or 
tion.  These  present  themselves  only  rather  in  waking,  it  may  be  much 
very  gradually  in  the  course  of  later  more  prominent  than  dyspnoea,  while 
and  repeated  attacks,  and  they  appear  constriction  is  even  absent.  This  suf- 
most  analogous  to  the  pulmonary  de-  focation  is  speedily  remedied, 
teriorations  which  are  more  rapidly  In  its  character  it  approaches  to  a  feel- 
produced  in  con8eq[ucnee  of  acute  or  ing  of  fulness,  and  (speaking  from  a 
other  lesions  in  the  left  heart.  very  imperfect  personal  experience), 
Dr.  Hunfer,  in  the  sixth  volume  of  its  slightest  form  is  scarcely  unpleasant, 
the  Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries,  It  is  not,  we  think,  widely  separated 
communicated  a  case  which  seems  to  from  dobus,  and  still  less  from  an  hys* 
illustrate  thoracic  distress  independent  terical  feeling,  which  many  have  doubt- 
of  dyspnoea.  The  orifice  of  the  pulmo-  less  experienced  in  moments  of  sudden 
nary  artery  would  scarcely  admit  a  joy,  or  the  like, 
probe;  the  ventricles  communicated  This  feeling  is  only  an  occasional 
most  freely,  and  opened  together  into  attendant  on  dyspnoea  and  asthma,  and 
the  aorta.  The  boy  died  when  thirteen  palpitations ;  as  on  angina,  and  even 
▼ears  of  age.  His  figure  was  remarka-  very  simple  circumstances  of  sudden 
Dly  slender  and  delicate — ^like  a  "  grey-  exertion. 

hound,"  or  a  "wading  bird,"  and  he  It  accompanies  sometimes  the  flutter- 
was  very  dark.    He  was  subject  to  very  ing  palpitation,  and  we  suspect  it  may 
various  paroxysms  of  chest  oppression,  even  itself  appear  to  flutter, 
fiuntness,   and   increased   liver,   with  True  globus  may  seem  located  in  the 
even  insensibility.    Slight  excitement  oesophagus,  or  rather  in  the  pharynx, 
brought  on  attacks.    His  remedy  was  but  we  are  not  sure  that  vascular  ful- 
to  He  doum  at  once  on  his  left  side,  and  ness  is  unconnected  with  it.    The  suf- 
renudn  motionless  for  about  ten  mi*  focative  sensation  we  are  inclined  to 
nutes ;  and  this  would  always  prevent  refer  to  severe  or  sudden  accumidations 
or  terminate  the  attack.     Sobbing  and  about  the  right  side  of  the  heart  With 
3rawning  continued  a  little  while  after-  respect  to  both,  peculiar  sensibility  or 
wards,  with  a  feeling  of  fatigue.    This  unusual  susceptibility  alike  in  the  con- 
is  one  of  a  very  various  series  of  exam-  stitution  and  the  heart,  seem  necessary 
pies  of  distress  without  dyspnoea  which  for  their  manifestations, 
are  to  be  met  with  in  books,  and  we  The  anxiety  depicted  in  the  counte- 
ahall  have  occasion  to  adduce  others  nance,  or  the  alarm  expressed  by  the 
her^ter,  as  well  as    to  shew    that  sufferer  in  angina— the  fear  of  impend- 
dyspnoea  is   often   unconnected  with  ing  death,  are  doubtless,  as  signs,  not 
suffocation,  if  not  with  actual  constric-  without  meaning,  although  at  present 
tion,  t.  e.   not  with  a  material  sense  extremely  obscure, 
of  eonstrietion.  In  the  case  which  we  have  befbre 
The  distinctions  to  be  dravm  between  detailed  at  length,  the  gentleman  is 
the  feelings  of  snflbcation  and  of  eon-  said  to  have  possessed  a  strong  mind, 
Btrietion  are  less  clear,  but  they  may  yet  the  idea  of  immediate  dissolution 
not  be  less  important    Let  ns  suppose  seized  him   at   times   most   forcibly. 
the  tightness  to  be  connected  with  the  Now  this  kind  of  feeUng   does   not 
inefficient  or  extreme  effort  of  inspira-  belong  to  svncope  or  to  pain,  but  it 
Hon,  and  this  is  certainly  the  case  at  does,  we   tnink,  belong  sometimes  to 
times,  and  let  ns  imagine  the  suffoca-  severe  dyspnoea  or  asthma.    It  may  be 
tive  feeling  to  be  the  excess  of  that  an  effect  oi  the  constriction  or  of  suf- 
hiddm  sense  which  excites  inspiration,  focation,  or  it  may  be  thought  to  attend 
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depression,  as  in  cases  of  poisoning,  or  it  has  been   known,  and  desenredly 

the  worse  forms  of  peritonitis  ana  in-  praised,  as  a  substitute  for  medicine,  to 

juries.  obviate  that  constipated  state  of  the 

We  have  thought  it  needless  to  dwell  bowels  which  so  many  persons  have  to 

on  the  subject  of  faintness.     Pallor,  lament.    As  such  it  was  known  to  the 

cold  perspirations  and  a  failing  pulse,  ancients,  and  we  read  in  Celsus,  "  at 

when  they  occur  in  angina,  .should  be  alvum  movet,  panis  fermentatus,  ma- 

too  well  understood  to  require  much  sisque  si  eibanus  vel  hoYdeaceus  est,'' 

comment,  as  well  as  their  opposites ;  dec.    But  it  was  probably  reserved  for 

but  it  may  be  well  to  remark  tnat  the  the    present   day  to  witness   such  a 

observer  can  scarcely  make  too  much  general  and  unwise  use  of  it,  as  to 

use  of  all  these  signs  in  forming  his  render  it  questionable  whether  it  is 

judgment  of  different  cases,  and  de-  not  more  frequently  productive  of  evil 

ciding  on  the  principles  of  treatment  than  of  good.    The  only  difference  be- 

Certain  forms  of  syncope  are  more  tween  brown  bread  and  white  is,  that 

fearful  than  an^na.    Death  may  thus  the  former  contains  a  portion  of  bran, 

occur  instantly  in  the  first  hours  of  re-  which  is  merely  the  cuticle  or  covering 

turnins^  hesdth  after  severe  diseases,  as  of  the  wheat,  and  which,  from  its  firm 

also  after  delivery,  and  even  in  ex-  and  insoluble   nature,  remains  undi- 

tremely  delicate  persons,  and  we  ought  gested.    By  thus  augmenting  the  bulk 

not  to  expect  to  find  any  (quantity  of  of  the  refuse  of  the  food,  it  acts  me- 

blood  in  the  heart  on  dissection.    The  chanically  as  a  stimulus  to  the  bowels, 

sudden  death  of  persons  with  settled  and  in  this  manner  excites  them  to 

heart  diseases  or  original  malformation,  action,  and  not  by  any  aperient  quality 

however  it  may  seem  allied  to  angina,  residing  in  the  bran  itself.    It  may  he 

is  stiU  the  case  of  an  enfeebled  heart,  macerated  in  boiling  water,  or  even 

and  the  fatal  attack  in  an  old  case  of  boiled,  for  several  hours,  but  the  strained 

angina  is   the   same ;   but  we   must  liquor  will  not  be  found  to  possess  the 

attend  continually  to  the  fact,  that  in  slightest  aperient  property.    That  the 

every  case  the  proportions  of  the  ful-  use  of  brown  bread  frequently  has  the 

ness  and  the  power  of  restance  must  effect  of  ensuring  a  comfortable  and 

vary.  natural  daily  evacuation,  and  with  that^ 

[To  be  continued.]  all  its  happy  results,  may  be  fully  ad- 

. mitted.  But  the  great  evil  of  its  eeneiai 

use  as  an  article  of  diet  is,  that  n  it  fail 

ON  THE  USE  AND  ABUSE  OF  to  io  good,  it  is   sure  to  do  hann. 

BROWN  BREAD.  There  is  a  favourite  saving  with  many 

persons,  of  things  which  are  considered 

7%  the  Editor  qftke  Medical  Gazette,  simple  and    innocent— namely,    that 

''  they  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  do 

^^*'    ,       - ,,     .                 1      ,  good."    No  mistake,  however,  can  be 

Should    the    followinff    remarks    be  greater  than  this  in  the  present  instance; 

thought  by  you  applicable  to  the  present  for  the  reverse    will    follow;    and  I 

day,  perhaps  you  will  give  them  a  place  should  say  that  it  must  do  harm  if  it 

in  an  early  number  of  your  Gazette.  fail  to  do  good.    It  is  well  known  that 

I  am,  sir,  any  insoluble  substance,  by  remaining 

Your  obedient  servant,  in  the  alimentary  canal,  is  likely  to  be- 

W.  P.  Brodribb.  come  blended  with  its  mucus,  and  so 

la,  Bloomibury  Square.  ^^^    ^se    to   intestinal    concretions. 

There  are  no  remedies,  however  valu-  Magnesia,  chalk,  the   sesquiozide  of 

able  in  themselves,  which  are  not  at-  iron.    Ward's  paste,  or  the  Confect. 

tended  with  mischievous  effects  when  Piper.  Comp.,aUofthe8e,when  taken  in 

indiscriminately  or  excessively   used,  large  quantities,  or  even  in  small  qaan- 

And  this  is  the  more  likely  to  be  the  tities  and  continued  for  a  long  time, 

case  with  such  as  become  popular  or  have    produced     the    same    results  t 

fashionable;  for  it  is  then  that  they  namely,  the    formation    of  intestinal 

are  sure  to  be  abused.     I  believe  that  concretions.    Horses  that  are  fed  much 

a  very  little  observation  will  show  this  on  bran  frequently  have  them ;  so  also 

remark  to  be  strictly  applicable  to  the  have  cows    from  Hcking  their  hairs, 

employment  •  of   brown   bread   as   an  which  they  swsdlow,  and  which  after- 

article  of  diet.    For  a  long  time  past  wards,    by  getting   mixed    with    the 
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mucus  in  the  stomach,  are  formed  into  sons  who  take  it,  it  answers  the  object 

haid  balls.    I  have  seen  such  nearly  as  in  view,  and  may  then  be  safeljr  pcr^ 

large  as  the  double  fist,  the  soft  hairs  severed  in,  yet  with  many  individuals 

gi^ng  the  outside  of  them  a  velvetty  or  it  fails  of  its  purpose ;  and  in  all  such 

woollen  appearance.    Many  physicians  cases  iU  further  use  should  at  once  be 

and  surgeons  are  so  aware  of  these  relinquished,  and  an  aperient  imme- 

facts,  that  they  never  permit  their  pa-  diately  taken  to  get  rid  of  any  that  may 

tiento  to  persevere    for  a  long   time  possibly  remain  behind.    In  many  who 

together  in  the  use  of  such  medicines  take  it,  the  bowels  are  only  scantily  and  ^ 

as  I  have  named,  without  prescribing  imperfectly  acted  on,  occasioning  scy- 

an  occasional  active  aperient  to  ensure  bala  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  followed 

their  being  carried  down  by,  and  dis-  by  further  intestinal  disorder,  and  pav- 

charged  from,  the  bowels.    Any  inso-  ing  the  way  for  dyspepsia,  withitsnume- 

Inble  substance  taken  daily,  either  in  rous  evils.     Such  iiersons  may  feel  as- 

the  shape  of  food,  or  as  medicine,  may  sured  that  brown  bread  is  not  adapted 

five  rise  to  these  hardened   masses,  for  them,  and  should  seek  a  remedy  for 

uch  concretions  once  formed  in  any  their  complaint  in  other  and  less  objec- 

part  of  the  canal,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  tionable  measures. 

the  consequences.    Increased  constipa- 

tion,  colic-like  pains,  sickness,   with 

many  of  the  attendanU  of  indigestion,  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

are  sure  to  follow,  varying  in  degree  artificial  delivery  of  twins. 

according  to  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  individual  case.    A  lady  —"^ 
whom  I  attend  once  narrowly  escaped        To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 
imminent    danger  from    this    source.           g^^ 

As  a  consequence  of  a  general  want  ,    ^v    r  n      •  r  i 

of    power    throughout    the    system,  If  the  foUowing  case  of  puerpeial  con- 

the    uterine  funcBon  had  been   sus-  vulsions  be  considered  worthy  of  mtro- 

pended  for  ver>'  many  months;    the  duction  into  the  uag^  of  your  useful 

^uUtion  was^  fecbleand  languid  as  journal,  you  wiU  by  ite  mserUon  obhge 
to  cause  extreme  parts  of  the  body  to  _    Your  obedient  servant, 

be  purple  or  blue ;  the  hands  and  feet  Edward  Augustus  Cort,  M.D. 

being  so  cold  as  to  be  swollen  and  ^^"jSJf^/ "^^' 
covered  with  chilblains,even  in  weather 

by  no  means  severe.  To  this  was  added  A  German  woman,  named  Zimraer- 
an  habitually  torpid  state  of  the  bowels,  man,  of  a  leucophlegmatic  constitution, 
For  this  last  symptom  she  was  advised  during  the  process  of  her  second  partu- 
to  use  brown  bread.    At  first  no  incon-  rition,  was  attacked  with  convulsions 
venienoe  was  found,  but  in  a  short  time  early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  June, 
the  constipation  was  increased,  bringing  She  had  been  under  the  care  of  her 
with  it  many  additional  sufTerings.    In  midwife  for  some  hours  previously,  and 
this  state  one  morning  her  family  were  had  complained  during  the  preceding 
alanned  by  her  shrieks  from  the  closet,  day  of  intense  headache,  for  the  relief 
where  she  was  enduring  the  greatest  of  which  her  friends  had  very  impro- 
pain  in  her  fruitless  efforts  to  get  rid  of  perly  recommended  her  copious  pota- 
an  enormous  collection  of  hardened  tions  of  gin  and  water.    On  the  super- 
fttces.   The  tectum  was  choked  up  and  vention  of  the  convulsive  attacks,  it  was 
distended  with  the  accumulated  mass  of  deemed  expedient  to  procure  the  assist- 
bran  and  fsculent  matter,  and  it  was  ance  of  a  medical  practitioner,  and  Mr. 
only  by  the  aidof  others  that  she  could  be  Beale,  surgeon,  of  Bedford  Square  Ea^t, 
freed  firom  the  cause  of  her  suffering.  It  was  accordingly  sent  for,  who  imme- 
may  be  asked,  does  such  a  result  fre-  diately  and  very  properly  bled  her  to  a 
quently  follow  the  employment  ofbrown  consiaerable  extent,  and  had  also  re- 
bread  for  food ;  and  ought  it  never  to  course  to  the  usual  secondary  remedial 
be  taken,  or  if  taken,  under  what  cir-  agents.      The  os  uteri    at  that  time 
cumstanoes  P    My  reply  to  such  ques-  shewed  no  signs  of  sufficient  dilatation 
tions  is,  I  believe  tliat  it  does  frequently  to  permit  the  artificial  evacuation  of 
lead  to  such  a  result,  and  alwa3r8  may,  the  uterine  contents,  and  she  almost 
if  persons  are  inattentive  to  its  eflects.  immediately  sunk  into  a  state  of  com- 
However,  in  a  large  proportion  of  per-  plete  coma.     Mr.  Farrer,  surgeon,  of 
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the  Commercial  Road,  had  also  very  yubiona,  which  may  be  considered  the 
kindly  lent  his  assistance.  I  was  re-  most  fatal  of  all  the  varietiee  of  that 
quested  by  the  above  gentlemen  to  see  formidable  and  frightful  affection, 
her  about  eight  o'clock  on  the  same  I  think  it  may  very  reasonably  be  a»- 
moming.  I  found  her  in  a  state  of  sumed,  that  if  the  patient,  in  the  firat 
complete  insensibility,  with  no  interval  instance,  had  been  under  the  care 
of  consciousness.  The  breathing  was  of  a  medical  practitioner,  instead 
stertorous,  and  the  pulse  so  feeble,  of  a  midwife,  her  life  might  have 
as  entirely  to  preclude  any  further  been  saved — I  mean,  had  she  been 
^  depletion,  which  appeared  to  have  been  copiously  bled  and  purged  on  the  ae- 
carried  to  its  fullest  extent.  The  os  cession  of  the  intense  headache,  of 
uteri  was  at  this  time  dilated  suffi-  which,  it  will  be  recollected,  she  com- 
ciently  to  admit  the  careful  application  plained  during  the  preceding  day,  in- 
of  the  forceps,  and  I  accompliBhed  the  stead  of  having  been  plied  with  ardent 
delivery  of  tne  infant  ¥rithout  difficulty,  spirits  by  her  ignorant  friends,  the 
Another  child  was  now  detected  in  the  more  formidable  stage  of  the  disease 
uterus  under  head-presentation,  which  mieht  have  been  effectually  prevented. 
I  immediately  delivered  by  the  operar  I  do  not  intend  to  trespass  on  your 
.  tion  of  turning.  The  -uterus  showed  valuable  columns,  by  detailing  the 
ho  disposition  to  contract  after  the  symptoms  and  pathology  of  the  useaac 
expulsion  of  the  children,  but  by  the  under  consideration,  for  the^  can  be 
employment  of  compression  externally,  fully  comprehended  by  a  rererenee  to 
it  contracted  tolerably,  and  one  large  any  of  the  standard  works  on  obstetric 
placenta  was  expelled.  There  was  no  medicine ;  I  shall  merely  observe  that 
nsmorrhage :  both  children  were  still  some  writers,  among  whom  mav  be 
bom.  The  woman  died  in  about  an  mentioned  B^udelocque  and  otnera^ 
hour  after  delivery.  have  described,    several   varieties    of 

Sectio  eadaverii,  24  honr$  after  death,    puerperal  convulsion.    I  am,  however, 
— The  dissection  of  the  body  was  per-    of  opinion  that  the  division  of  Deweea 
formed  by  Mr.  Beale,  assisted  by  Mr.    into  nvstericaL  epileptic,  and  apoplectic^ 
Charles  Bell,  one  of  my  pupils.     On    is  pathologically  correct,  and  sufficient 
the  removal  of  the  dura  mater,  con-    for  ordinary  practical  purposes.      It 
siderable  vascular  tureescence  was  ob-    appears  that  primiparous  women,  and 
servable  on  the  sur&ce  of  the   left    tnose  having  more  than  one  child  in 
cerebral  hemisphere,  and  some  patches    utero,  are  the  most  liable  to  puerperal 
of  imperfectly    formed   lymph   were    convulsions,  and  that  these  attacu  are 
also  evident.    The  tunica  arachnoides    more  common  and  dangerous  during 
presented  a  remarkable  degree  of  dry-    parturition  than  at  any  period  of  utero- 
ness.    On  the  superior  portion  of  tne    gestation  or  after  delivery.    Mauriceau 
anterior  lobe,  some  extravasated  blood    had  42  cases  of  the  aboVe  disease,  of 
was  discovered,  and  on  extending  the    which  7  occurred  during  pregnancy^ 
dissection,  the  left  ventricle  was  found    3  of  which  proved  fetafj    19  during 
to  be  completely  filled  with  acoagu-    labour,  of  which  11  died;    16  afber 
lum.     The  effused  blood,  when  col-    deUvery,  of  which  5  died.     Merriman 
lected,  weighed  altogether  about  three    cites  48  cases :  6  occurred  after  delivery; 
ounces.    The  rieht  hemisphere  partook    3  during  labour  with  twins,  of  which 
but  slightly  of  the  increased  vasciUarity    one   died.      The   rest  were  attacked 
which  nad  been  observed  on  the  op*    during  labour,  of  which  11  were  de\u 
bosite   side,    and   was    comparatively    veredlw  the  forceps;  9  by  eephalotomy, 
healthy  throughout  its  whole  structure,    of  which  2  died ;  4  bv  version,  of  whicn 
Nothing  further  of  interest  was  no-    2  died;    1  died  undelivered;  14  were 
ticed  in  the   dissection  of  the  brain,    delivered  bv    the    natural   efforts^  of 
The  intestines  were  much  distended    which  5  died.    Of  these,  36  were  primi*. 
with  foetid  gas.     The  uterus  and  its    parous.     At  the  Maternity  of  Faxia, 
appendages  w6re  in  a  healthy  condition,    under   the   surveillance  of    Madame 
and  presented  the  appearances  usually    Lachapelle,  in  15,652  women  delivered 
observed   in   a   woman   recently  de-    there,  40  were  the  subjects  of  puerperal 
livered.  convulsions — 12  of  these  were  delivered 

by  the  forceps ;  5  bv  version.     23  of 

Remarks. — ^The  above  is  a  case  of   these  cases  occurred  before  deliveiy,  of 

the  apoplectic  form  of  puerperal  con-    which  9  died,      M.  I^icoiid,  at  this 
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Maternity  of  Boarg,  in  11,008  women,  vincial  practitioner,  in  which  he  (Dr 
had  47  cases  of  this  disease — 18  of  M.)  strenuously  recommended  the  use 
which  occurred  durinj?  pregnancy,  20  of  opiate  injections.    £3q)erience  has 
during'  labour,  and  9  after  delivery,  taught  me  the  ulter  uselessness,  nay 
The  number  of  deaths  is  not  stated  m  danger,  of  all  the  preparations  of  opium 
the  report.     M.  Desjardins  relates  7  in  puerperal  convulsions;  and  if  any 
cases,  5  of  which  happened   during  practitioner  should  be  sceptical  on  this 
labour,    and  2  after   deUvery,  all  of  point,  I  recommend  him  to  peruse  the 
which  recovered.     M.  Champion  had  mteresting  cases  detailed  by  Dewees, 
10  cases,  all  of  which  were  primiparons ;  and  other  eminent  authorities,  in  rela- 
7  recovered,  3  died  (  5  of  the  cnildren  tion  to  this  subject 
were  bom  alive.    Velpeau  eives  us  an  The  treatment  of  puerperal  convul- 
account  of  21  cases —7  took  place  during  sions    has  been  so    graphically    and 
pregnane|^,  of  which  2  diea ;  5  during  impressively  delineated    by  the   late 
labour,  of  which  2  died ;  and  9  after  Dr.  Gooch,  that  I  cannot  refrain  on 
delivery,  of  which  4  died.     Collins  the  present  occasion  from  quoting  his 
records  19  cases,  which  occurred  in  the  own  words.    "  The  remedies  (says  he) 
praeticeofDr.  Joseph  Clark,  of  Dublin,  commonly  recommended  are  antispas- 
of  which  16  were  first  births.    He  also  modics,  bleeding,  and  delivery.    The 
mentions  30  cases  of  his  own,  of  which  first,  general  experience  shows  to  be 
29wereprimiparous.  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  useless.    Bleeding  is  then  our  sheet- 
senior,  mentions  22  cases,  of  which  15  anchor.    Dr.  Hamilton  says,  take  away 
were  first  births.    Of  59  cases  attended  forty  ounces  at  once,  and  if  in  two 
byDr.  Ramsbotham,  junior,  17  occurred  hours  the  patient  is  not  satisfactorily 
before  the  commencement  of  labour,  better,  take  away  forty  ounces  more. 
28  during  the  process,  and  14  after  When  I  first  heard  Dr.  Hamilton,  in 
parturition.     There  were  3  cases  of  his  lectures,  deliver  these  instructions, 
twins ;  45  were  first  births ;  13  of  the  I  felt  not  a  little  astonished,  but  I  can 
women  died.    Of  the  children,  41  were  now  conscientiously   declare,  that  I 
expelled   naturalljr   by    the   head,   6  have  never  had  a  patient  die  of  puer- 
denvered  by  craniotomy,  6  by  the  for-  peral  convulsions,  where  the  disease 
ceps,  5  by  turning,  and 4 presented  the  nad  been  thus  boldly  treated;  those 
breech ;  23  of  uiese  only  were  bom  who  have  died  have  been  bled  with 
•live.     The   convulsions   took   place  a  sparing  hand,  and  to  an  insufilcient 
after   delivery  in  12  of  these  cases,  amount.      A  little  woman,  about  18 
One  patient  was  attacked  nine  days  years  of  age,  of  a  spare  habit,  was 
after  labour,  another  ten,  and  another  seized  with  pain  in  her  head  and  trem- 
seven.  bling,  on  which  she  fell  down  sense- 
The  treatment  of  puerperal  convul-  less.     I  was  sent  for,  and  soon  after 
sions  can  be  comprised  in  a  few  words,  mv    arrival    she    became   convulsed. 
Bleeding,  not  to  ounces,  but  to  pounds,  Tnis  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind  I 
according  to  the  state  of  the  patient,  had  ever  seen ;  and  though  the  patient 
and  delivery  as  soon  as  it  can  be  safely  was  not  of  a  plethoric  haoit,  I  bled  her 
aecomplifl^ed.    The  immense  quantity  to  the  amount  of  twenty  ounces :  be- 
of  blood  which  may  be  taken  in  this  fore  the  bleeding  was   stopped,  she 
disease,  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  opened  her  eyes  and  the  convulsions 
istruly  astonishing.    Active  purgation,  ceased.     I  ordered    her  head    to  be 
refrigeration  of  the  head,  eounter-irri-  shaved,  directed  cold  applications  to 
tation,  &c.  may  be  regarded  as  useful,  the  scalp,  and  prescribed  some  brisk 
although    of    secondary   importance,  aperient  medicine.     Notwithstanding 
Opium  is  decidedly  injurious  in  what-  the  favourable  impression  produced  by 
ever  form  it  may  be  administered, unless  the  bleeding,  which  was  followed  by 
in  the  hysterical  variety  of  the  afte-  the  action  of  the  purgative,  in  a  short 
tion,  where  I  should  consider  it  of  time  the  convulsions  returned:  the  ban- 
doubtful  efllcacy.    Some  observations  dase  slipped  off,  and  she  lost  about 
appeared  in  a  late  number  of  the  Lancet,  ei^t  ounces  of  blood.    The  husband 
from  the  pen  of  my  able  and  inge*  ti^  up  her  arm,  and  in  great  haste 
nions  friend,  Dr.  Maddock,  of  Judd  ran  for  me  without  his  hat,  and  with 
Street,  Brunswidt  Square,  in  reference  his  hands  covered  with  blood.   I  went 
to  a  ease   of  puerpeml  convulsions,  immediately,   and    took    away  about 
which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a  pro«  twenty  ounces  of  blood  more,  and  the 


il36    MR.  30LLY  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OP  THE  HERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

eonvukions  ceased,  but  still  the  patient  to  its  occurrence.  Pale&fiBS  or  absenoe 
remained  insensible.  At  ten  o'clock  of  colour,  indicating  atrophy  of  these 
at  nieht  I  went  to  see  her  again,  and  important  instruments  of  the  mental 
just  before  my  arriital  she  had  a  con-  operations,  is  to  be  found  in  old  stand- 
vulsive  fit  more  violent  than  any  pre-  ing  cases  of  mental  imbecility  unac- 
ceding  one.  She  had  since  nine  in  comipanied  with  maniacal  excitement ; 
the  morning  lost  forty-eight  ounces  of  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  deep  pur- 
blood,  and  I  now  again  bled  her  to  pie  mottled  appearance,  indicating  in- 
the  amount  of  thirty  ounces :  the  con-  creased  vascular  action  of  the  ganglia, 
vulsions  ceased :  in  the  morning  she  is  to  be  found  in  cases  of  mania,  where 
was  decidedly  better :  in  the  course  of  the  intellectual  powers  have  been 
the  day  uterine  pains  came  on ;  she  worked  up  to  their  highest  pitch ;  the 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  and  gra-  increased  quantitjr  of  blooa  acting,  as 
dually  recovered.  Give  me  the  lancet,  in  the  first  stage  ot  intoxication,  so  as  to 
and  deprive  me  of  all  other  remedies,  produce  an  exaltation  of  the  function 
and  I  will  do  more  good  with  it  singly  of  the  part,  though  the  subsequent 
than  with  all  others,  deprived  of  this,  effect  is,  that  the  instrument  of  mind  is 
put  together."  broken  by  an  over-dearee  of  exertion. 

'. The  following  case  ou^t  to  encoura^ 

ON  THE  the  pathologist  never  to  weary  in  bis 

PATHOLOGY  OP  THE  NERVOUS  ^^*:|i/^'  *^®  ''*^®  °^  disordered  func^ 

SYSTEM.  Edward  Brown,  stat  42,  working 

jeweller,  intemperate  habits,  both  in 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  regard  to  intoxicating  liquors  and  ve- 

SiR,  nereal  excitement,  but  more  especially 

If  you  should  consider  the  following  the  latter,  applied  to  me  for  the  relief 


I  am,  sir,  cumstances  connected  with  the  case,  I 

Your  obedient  servant,  conceived  that  there  was  a  slow  inflam- 

Samuel  Sollt,  F.R.S.  matory  action  going  on  in  the  dura 

Lecturer  on  Sorgery^and  Auistant Surgeon  mater  and  membranes  surrounding  the 

tost.thoma.'8Hon>itai.  cerebellum.     By  the  means  of  local 

June  19, 1841.  depletion,  and  the  free  use  of  the  vinom 

Some    years    ago,  in   my    treatise  Coichici,  I  entirely  removed  the  pains 

on  the  Human  Brain;  I  adverted  to  the  for  a  short  time ;  but  they  soon  returned, 

fact  that  reports  were  frequently  jziven  when  finding  that  he  had  not  aban* 

of  cases  which  during  life  had  exhibited  doned  his  dissolute  habits,  I  declined 

symptoms  of  disease  of  the  cerebro-  givinfi;  him  any  further  advice, 

spinal  axis,  without  any  corresponding  In  JanuaryU84I,  he  was  admitted  into 

lesion  being  discovered   after    death.  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  with  symptoms 

I  added  that  I  thought  the  circumstance  of  disease  of  the  lungs  and  heart,  and 

arose,  not  from  tne  real  absence  of  on  the  sixth  day  after  his  admission  he 

morbid  changes  cognisable  toour senses,  had  a  convulsive  fit,  which  lasted  about 

but  from  want  of  sufficient  attention  to  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  after  which  he 

minute  alterations  of  structure,  either  in  remained  tranquil  for  about  an  hour, 

the  bones  of  the  skull,  the  membranes,  and  then  suddenly  died, 

or  the  brain.  In  our  post-mortem  examination  we 

Still  more  extended  observations  have  readily  found  thoracic  disease  sufficient 

confirmed  the  opinion,  that  there  is  a  to  account  for  the  thoracic  symptoms ; 

post-mortem  appearance  correspondinfi"  and  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was 

to  the  symptoms  of  disease  exhibited  equallv  evident  from  the  presence  of 

during  life.    I  am  also  convinced  that  enusea  blood  in  the  motor  tract  as  it 

in  the  colour  of  the  cineritious  neu-  passes  through  the  pons  varolii;  but 

rine    of   the   hemispherical    ganglia,  there  appeared  to  be  nothing  to  account 

and  the  state  of  the  membranes  in  con-  for  his  venereal  tendency,  and  themor- 

tact  with  those  ganglia  after  death,  will  bid  pain  in  the  region  of  tlie  cerebel- 

be  found  some  indication  of  the  state  lum,  for  this  organ  presented  no  morbid 

of  the  intellectual  faculties  previous  appearance,   nor  aid  the  membranes 
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covering  it,  as  examined  m  ntu.    But  pToduring,  as  inordinary  casesof  chro- 

feeling  satisfied  tliat  a  caose  for  such  nic    periostitis,    thickening   of  bone, 

an  effect  must  have  existed,  I  carefully  which  from  its  slow  progress  j^;radn^y 

stripped  off  the  dura  mater  from  the  altered  the  texture  ofthe  hemispherical 

occipital  bone,  and  then  discovered  a  ffanglia,  and  thus  smothered  the  intel- 

thin  layer  of  very  firm  l^mph,  clearly  lectual  fkculties  without  exciting  them, 

the  effisct  of  old-standing  inflammation.  The  cineritious  neurine  of  the  anterior 

Through  the  kindness  of  aphysieian,  convolutions  was  of  rather  a  darker 
whose  knowledge  of  the  pathology  and  colour  than  natixral,  and  much  darker 
medical  treatment  of  insanity  is  only  than  the  posterior,  which  colour,  as  it 
equalledby  the  humanity  anddetermina-  must  have  arisen  from  some  increase  in 
tion  with  which  he  is  canyin^  out  his  the  quantity  of  blood  flowing  through 
plan  of  soothing  instead  ot  imtatineby  the  vessels  of  this  partduring  life,8eemed 
restraint  the  poor  creatures  entrusted  to  at  first  at  variance  with  the  previous  men- 
his  care  (I  need  not  sav  that  I  allude  to  tal  imbecility ;  but  this  is  perfectly  ac- 
Dr. Conolly,of  Hanweil),  Ihavehadthe  counted  forbythe&ctthatduringthe  fe- 
opportnni^  of  observing  many  post-  brileexcitementpreceding  her  death  she 
mortem  appearances  folfowing  mental  answered  questions  distincdy,  and  pro- 
derangement,  from  which  I  shall  select  truded  her  tonsnie  when  desired,  not 
two  in  illustration  of  my  views.  havine  exhibited  so  much  intelligence 

The  first  case  was  one  of  melancholia  for  a  long  period  before :  inasmuch  as 
of  some  years'  standing,  and  the  imme-  the  improvement  in  the  intellectual 
diate  cause  of  death  was  fever.  At  first  faculties  was  occasioned  by  the  increased 
sight  neither  the  brain  nor  the  mem-  vascular  action  consequent  upon  the 
branesexhibitedanvmorbidappearance,  fever.  The  following  case  supports 
and  the  absence  of  that  serous  effusion  this  view ;  for  here  the  symptoms  auring 
and  opacity  of  the  arachnoid,  which  is  life  were  very  similar,  and  were  not 
almost  always  met  with  in  the  insane,  broken  in  upon  by  any  improvement 
arrested  our  attention ;  and  the  feet  was  immediately  preceding  death : — 
peculiarly  interesting^  to  m^  as  there  John  Buckingham,  let.  48 ;  insane 
nad  been  no  exhibition  durine  life  of  10  ^ears ;  mental  imbecility  super- 
maniacal  excitement,  whichis,  I  oelieve,  vening  on  anxiety, 
the  invariable  effect  of  acute  inflamma-  Death  from  aseHes  and  kydrothortup, 
tion  of  the  hemispherical  ganglion,  Po8t-moriem  39  htmrs. — Head:  Skull 
usually  designated  inflammation  of  the  generally  thick  at  the  anterior  part; 
membiranesof  the  brain;  the  frbct  being  arterial  fosse  numerous,  and  rather 
overlooked  that  the  symptoms  of  in-  deep ;  thickness  in  the  centre  of  the 
flammation  of  the  membranes,  such  as  frontal  bone,  4  French  lines,  (8-20ths 
mania,  &c.  result,  not  from  the  inflam-  of  an  Englishinch) ;  dura  mater  strongly 
mation  of  a  serous  or  a  vascular  mem-  adherent  to  the  skulL — Braim :  Cortical 
brane,  no  such  effitttbeing  produced  by  substance  or  hemispheriod  ganglion 
inflainmation  of  a  similar  membrane  in  pale ;  softenin|^  of  that  portion  of  longi- 
other  regions  of  the  body,  but  from  the  tudinal  commissure  which  is  called  uie 
effect  of  the  inflammatory  action  on  that  septum  lucidum. — Tkonut:  Hydrotho- 
portion  of  the  brain  which  is  in  contact  rax ;  atrophy  of  the  right  ventricle  of 
with  them.  the  heart — Abdomen :  Ascites;  chronic 

The  examination  of  the  brain  not  disease  of  liver, 

having  afforded  a  satisfiictory  explana-  The  last  case  is  one  of  mania,  shew- 

tion  of  the  cause  of  the  mdanchoha,  ing  the  effect  of  inflammatory  action  of 

we  directed  our  attention  to  the  cm-  the  hemispherical  ganglion, 

nium,  and  its  appearance  in  my  opinion  Joseph  Smith,  insane  four  months, 

was  quite  sufficient  to  account  tor  the  Alleged  causes — ^intemperance,    abuse 

mental  depression.    It  was  enormously  of  mereury,  and  venereal  excitement, 

thickened,  especinllv  in  the  frontal  re-  Fifty  houn  before  death  he  became 

eion :  the  matest  thickness  was  nearly  comatose,  and  gradually  sunk. 

half  an  incn,  as  shewn  by  perfbratinff  Post-mortem :    Head, — Considerable 

it  with  a  gimblet,  and  aU  the  arteriiu  effusion  of  blood  and  serum  on  the  sur- 

fossB  were  deepened.  fiice  of  the  brain ;  ^e  pia  mater  greatly 

In  this  case  I  consider  that  the  dis-  congested;  the  hemispherical  ganglion 

ease  must  have  commenced  with  sub-  exhibited  a  deep-pinx  colour,  mottled 

acute  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater,  with  red  spots. 
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Without  lengthening  this  comma-  roenttoallacooncheors.  I  know  not  how 
nication  further  by  the  detail  of  far  the  members  of  the  profession  eene- 
more  cases,  I  will  merely  add  that  I  rally  are  acquaintedwith  the  use  of  this 
have  not  unfrequently  found,  small  apparatus  for  such  a  purpose,  bat 
rough  ossific  deposits  on  the  inter-  finding  those  with  whom  I  have  con- 
nal  surface  of  the  dura  mater  by  versed  ignorant  of  its  great  value  as  a 
passing  the  finger  carefully  over  the  means  of  saving  life,  1  have  thought 
whole,  when  they  had  previously  that  my  humble  testimony  to  its  merits 
escaped  the  eye  $  also  a  lengthening  of  might  not  be  without  its  utility, 
the  clinoid  processes  into  complete  To  witness  die  death  of  a  woman 
spines,  which  perforated  the  substance  from  uterine  hemorrhAce  after  delivery 
01  the  brain.  u  anappalling  sight,  ana  a  sad  calamity, 
which  it  becomes  every  medical  man  to 

BPMAwirQ  iTPnv  do  all  in  his  power  to  avert    Ithinkalso 

REMARKS  UPON  ^^^  ^^       ]^^  to  aim  at  something  more 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  UTERINE  than  the  preservation  of  life  j  I  mean,  if 

HEMORRHAGE ;  possible,  topreventthosemanyand^rcMt 

evils  whicn  generally  follow  penlona 
cases  of  floomnff — such  as  protracted 
debility,  incapability,  to  nnne  the  off- 

7b  the  Editor  rf  the  Medical  Oatette.  spring,  and  its  consequent   suffisring 

from  the  want  of  natural  nourishment ; 

^'^f  causing  wet-nurses  to  be  sought  for. 

If  the  accompanying  remarks  and  ob-  who  cannot  always  be  found  or  easily 

servations  are  considiered  worthv  of  a  paid  for,  and  are  often  very  troublesome 

place  in   your  journal,  I    shall    feel  besides:  there  is  here   also  a  lane 

obliged  by  their  insertion. — I  am,  sir,  amount  of  domestic  anxiety  and  trouble 

Your  obedient  servant,  only  fully  known  to  those  who  have 

Wm.  Pretty,  M.R.CS.  experienced  it      I  believe  that  the 

3,CMnd«iR<MdVillw,  toumiquet  will  not  only  arrest   the 

June  ir,  1841.  violent  and  large  dischar^s  of  blood 

In  casual  conversation  with  the  late  from  the  uterus,  but  will  likewise  pie- 
Mr.  Walford,  teacher  of  midwifery  in  vent  that  slow  draining  away  of  it, 
Aldersgate  Street  School,  upon  the  which,  without  producing  syncope,  is 
treatment  of  uterine  hesmorrhage  after  oftentimes  the  cause  of  great  ezhaustioB 
delivery,  he  suggested  to  me  the  appli-  and  a  lon^  convalescence.  Its  use  will 
cation  of  pressure  by  means  of^  the  also  diminish  the  amount  of  after-nains^ 
tourniquet  as  certain  of  success ;  and  as  exemplified  in  a  case  to  be  related, 
such  was  his  confidence  in  this  means,  of  a  woman  confined  of  her  seventh 
that  he  emphatically  declared  that  no  child.  *It  will  likewise  relieve  the 
woman  ougnt  to  die  of  uterine  hiemor-  practitioner  of  much  bodily  exertion, 
rhage';  and  that  any  practitioner  of  and  materially  abridge  the  period  of 
midwifery  losing  a  woman  from  this  watchfulness ;  for  feeung  assured  that 
cause,  ought  to  suffer  the  punishment  his  patient  is  safe,  all  painful  anxiety 
due  to  the  crime  of  manslaughter.  is  removed  from  his  mind. 

From  having  had  some  experience  in  Many  are  the  means  employed  to 
these  frightful  cases,  and  more  espe-  prevent  or  restrain  uterine  hemor- 
cially  from  its  occurrence  twice  in  my  rhage ;  and  pressure  has,  I  believe, 
own  domestic  circle,  each  time  pro-  been  justly  most  valued  by  the  se- 
ducing all  but  fatal  syncope,  notwith-  concheur.  Cold  applications,  in  a 
standing  every  care  was  taken  to  guard  variety  of  wavs,  have  proved  ser- 
against  such  a  lamentable  result,  by  viceable;  but  here  I  beg  to  remark, 
the  attendance  of  a  kind  and  talented  that  I  have  known  the  use  of  the 
physician-accoucheur;  and  knowing  lower  limbs  taken  away  for  sevnal 
the  great  difficulty  of  successfully  treat-  months  by  too  long  a  continuance  of 
ing  and  managing  such  cases,  they  have  cold  cloths,  yet  not  longer  than  the 
been  asutyject  particularly  interesting  to  appearance  of  discharge  seemed  to 
me.  It  is  in  cases  of  flooding  after  de-  warrant  The  period  of  time  during 
livery  that  I  have  found  the  use  of  the  which  cold  cloths  were  applied  was  in 
tourniquet  so  highly  satisfactory,  and  one  instance  half  an  hour,  in  the  other 
that  I  strongly  recommend  its  employ'-  somewhat,  longer,  yet  I  have  known 
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thuDcriodconflideTably  exceeded,  with-  of  laadanum.      I    have   often   g^v^n 
out  uie  same  bad  cotuequences  arisiiig.  laadanum,  to  allay  irregular  and  ineffec- 
Perhape  the  temperature  of  the  weather,  tual  uterine  action  early  in  labour,  with 
and  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  beneficial  results,  but  I  have  never  seen 
patients,  migbt  have  influenced   the  it  prodace  uterine  contraction  in  cases 
effects }  but  to  the  impression  of  cold  of  flooding.    To  surround  the  abdomen 
chiefly,  after  endurinff  for  many  hours  of  every  recently  delivered  woman,  with 
severe  labour  pains,  do  I  attribute  the  a   bandage  capable  of  giving   some 
weakness  which  was  experienced  by  temporary  support,  is  in  general  prac- 
these   patients  in  their  lower  limbs,  tice,  and  mucn  to  be  reoommendea,  but 
One  was  unable  to  stand  alone  for  the  bandaee  or  napkin  ordinarily  pro- 
the  space  of  three  months.  vided  for  this  purpose  is  far  from  being 
The  ergot  of  rye  is  a  medicine  of  con-  efficient  in  cases   of  flooding.    It  is 
aiderable  utility  in  producing  uterine  very  easily  displaced  by  a  slieht  change 
contraction ;  but  it  must  be  given  before  of  posture,  however  carefully  applied, 
fainting  comes  on,  to  prove  serviceable,  ana  although  I  have  always  in  addition 
I  have  often  administered  it  immediately  put  a  compress  of  some  kind  or  other 
af terthe  birth  of  the  child,  in  anticipation  over  the  uterus,  eenerally  a  pin-cushion 
of  flooding,  where  past  experience  has  or  a  small  firm  book  enclosed  in  a  nap- 
given  me  too  much  reason  to  expect  a  kin,  pressure  made  by  the  hands  is 
return:  for  flooding  is  habitual  to  8<nne  absolutely    necessair    in     dan^rous 
constitutions,  —  generally    the«  weak  cases,  and  that  to  a  aegree  pain^  and 
and  irritable.      With  scarcely  an  ex-  tiresome,  before  you  can  abate  vonr 
ception  I  have  found  the  er^t  of  rye  watchfiilattentions  andservices.  Aban- 
eTOctual  in  promoting  utenne  action,  dage  wide  and  deep,  made  of  strong 
I  generally  administer   the    tincture,  calico,  with   tapes  attached  to  each 
wmch  has  this  to  recommend  it — it  is  side  at  different  distances,  so  as  to  be 
very  easilv  taken  in  any  thin  fluid,  and  made  capable  of  affording  support  to  a 
is  not  readily  injured  by  keeping.    The  woman  either  before  or  after  delivery, 
emptying  of  the  vagina  and  uterus  of  was  strongly  recommended  about  twelve 
coagula  IB  sometimes   necessary,  but  or  fourteen  years  since,  by  I  believe 
without  pressure  from  a  bandage,  which  Mr.  Gaitskill,  of  Rotherhitne.    This  I 
I  always  afterwards  ftppjy*  it  would  have   found   very   useful,   previously 
not  prove  satis&ctory.    Tne  necessity  placing  the  compress  before  described 
for  tlie  removal  of  coagula,  and  the  over  tne  uteru9.    But  this  comes  tar 
redistension  of  the  uterus,  which  now  short  of  the  good  and  efficient  pressure 
and  then,  occurs,  may,  I  think,  both  be  so  readily  to  be  obtained  by*  the  appU- 
prevented  by  the  timely  use  of  a  toumi-  cation  of  the  tourniquet.    This  instnt- 
quet.    The  introduction  of  one  hand  ment  is  not  easily  displaced,  as  the 
within  the  uterus,  and  the  application  band  is  passed  beneath  the  back  and 
of  the  other  without,  to  compress  the  over  the  Uia,  and  l^  turning  the  screw 
bleeding  vessels  and  stay  hemorrhage,  placed   with  the  comm^ss  orer   the 
has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  attend*  uterus,   pressure   is   effected   diredtly 
ed  with  mucn  uncertainty,  and  some  downwards  upon  it,  and  such  a  coin* 
risk.    Plugging  the  vagina  is  not  to  be  pression   of  tne   bleeding  vessels   or 
depended  upon,  and  the  transfusion  of  sinuses  takes  place,  that  uterine  heemorw 
human  blood  has  not  now  many  advo-  rhage   must  be  restrained  in  almost 
cates.  Asimmediatereliefmustbegiven,  every  case:  indeed,  as  Mr.  Walford 
the  administration  of  medicines,  whether  said,   it   might   be    carried   to  such 
adds,  sugar  of  lead,  or  any  other  drug,  an  extent  as   to   suspend  the  circu- 
are  of  doubtful  effieacr.     I  once  saw  lation  in  the  abdominal  aorta.      In 
a  patient  to  whom  a  full  dose  of  opium  thin  persons  no  doubt  it  might  effect 
had  been  given  prior  to  my  assistance  this  object ;  and  if  so,  few  women  ought 
being  requested  by  the  gentleman  in  to  die  of  flooding  after  deliveiy.     I 
attendance.    It  was  the  worst  case  for  recollect,  when  a  pupil,  having  been 
the  duration  of  alarming  symptoms  I  sent  for  the  late  Br.  Bi^ty,  to  assist  in  a 
ever    witnessed,    in    whicK   recovery  case  of  flooding,  and  he  bemg  unable  im- 
took  place.    The  long-continued  state  mediately  to  attend,  directed  me  to  in- 
of  exnaustion,  and  the  frightful  pros-  fonn   tlie   gentleman   in    attendance 
tnition  of  power,  I  attribute,  in  a  very  that  if  it  continued  he  was  to  place 
great  degree,  to  the  sedative  eflects  the  whole  weight  of  his  body  upon  the 
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Mtient's  abdomen,  by  sitting  astride  were  verv  severe :    its   progms   was 

ner  till  he  came ;  but  the  patient  did  regular,  the  head  of  the  child  graduaUy 

well  without  this  extraordinary  help.  advanced,    and    after    its   extrusiony 

Mr.  Widford  recommended  the  toumi-  several  pains  were  reauired  to  bring  the 
quet  to  be  made  at  least  double  the  shoulders,  bodv,  ana  hips,  into  the 
size  of  the  one  in  ordinary  use,  with  a  world.  The  placenta  was  found  loose 
proportionably  wide  band,  and  this  inthevanna.  All  this  was  very  &voBr* 
must  have  obvious  advantages  over  a  able  for  ue  non-supervention  of  flood- 
smaller  one.  The  one  I  have  hitherto  ing,  but  it  did  appear ;  and  at  this  time 
used  has  been  taken  from  an  amputat-  I  removed  the  jjlacenta,  which  gave 
ing  case,  I  removed  the  pad,  and  by  a  momentarv  facility  to  the  free  dis- 
increasing  the  length  of  the  fellet  charge  of  blood,  before  I  turned  the 
sufficiently  to  encircle  the  hips,  with  screw  of  the  tourniquet,  and  cjuickly 
this  and  tne  compress  I  have  obtained  stopped  all  further  flow.  The  patient  has 
a  power  for  exceeding  any  hitherto  ob-  made  a  much  better  nurse,  and  has  been 
tained  by  other  means.  I  am  disposed  to  altogether  stronger  and  better  alter  Uiis 
think  the  most  ehgible  compress  might  confinement  than  any  former  one, 
be  made  of  a  piece  of  cork,  about  an  inch  except  her  first,  which  occurred  in  ^e 
in  thickness,  covered  with  soft  leather,  country  about  twelve  years  since.  Sleep 
and.  shaped  somewhat  to  the  inferior  soon  followed  the  delivery,  and  I  left 
and  anterior  aspect  of  the  abdomen ;  my  patient  with  a  soft  compress  and 
this  would  be  simiciently  firm  to  yield  the  tourniquet  upon  the  bodv  for  two 
uniform  pressure  over  the  uterus  with-  hours,  when  I  returned  and  saw  her 
out  eiving  any  pain,  which  I  have  placed  comfortably  in  bed.  She  had 
found  the  comers  of  a  book  apt  to  do :  not  one  bad  symptom,  nor  yet  an  after 
or  something  softer  might  be  applied  pain,  neither  did  I  give  one  drop  of 
first  upon  the  body  if  thought  desirable,  laudanum. 

Twice  I  have  tried  the  tourniquet  on  This  excellent  recovery  is  further  re- 

the  same  patient  in  flooding  labours,  markable  from  the  circumstance  that 

with  satisfactory  results.      The  first  she  was  seized  with  a  very  severe  attack 

time  I  attended  tms  patient,  which  was  of  of  influenza  a  month  only  before  labonr 

her  fourth  child,  she  flooded  dreadfully,  commenced,  and  when  daily  expecting 

and  so  perilous  was  her  condition  that  to  be  confined;  this  seizure  was  attended 

I  did  not  think  it  possible  she  could  with  such  an  acute  pain  in  the  right 

recover.       The  debility,  as  usual  in  side  of  the  abdomen,  upon  coughing, 

such  a  case,  was  long  continued,  and  that  she  was  obliged  herself  to  press  a 

so   debiUtatinff  to  the  poor   mother,  book  upon  the  port  to  make  it  endurable, 

that  to  nurse  tne  child  was  out  of  the  Opiates,  blue  pill,  and  Dover's  powder, 

question.    When  called  upon  to  assist  salines  with  antimony,  were  adminia- 

at  her  next  confinement,  I  was  pre-  tered  with  only  partial  rdief;  and  after 

pared    with    a    tourniquet,    and    tr.  sufiering  a  few  days,  the  fever  bemir 

secale  comut.    She  bej^an  to  lose  blood  considerable,  and  the  coughing   ana 

very  freely  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  pain  very  distressing,    I  felt   myself 

the  placenta  being  detached  and  lying  compelled  to  bleed  her,  which  was  of 

in  tne  vagina.    I  gave  immediately  a  great  service,  and  by  continuing  the 

dose  of  the  secale  comutum,  and  ap-  antimony,  in  increasing  doses,  and  the 

plied  the  tourniquet,  shortly  after  which  sedative  at  night,  she  was  in  a  few 

1  gently  remov^  the  placenta,  and  all  days  more  convalescent,  and  gradoallv 

further  heemorrhage  was  quickly  re-  recruited  her  usual  degree  of  strength 

strained  by  increasing  the  pressure;  before  her  accouchment.    Her  preg- 

fainting  did  not  ensue,  and  1  was  re-  nant   state,   her   daily    expecting   to 

lieved  of  all  that  bodily  exertion  which  be  confined — ^indeed,  she  tnought  her 

had  been  so  fatiguing  to  me  upon  the  labour  had  commenced  when  she  sent 

former  occasion.  for  me,  when  sufiering  such  acute  pain 

.  At  her  subsequent  labour  I  had  to  in  the  side,  and  knowing  thedisposmon 

encounter  the  same  danger  of  flooding,  to  flood  after  delivery — ^made  me  most 

which  commenoedas  before,  and  which,  anxious  to  avoid  taking  away  blood  if 

by  the  use  of  the  tourniquet  and  com-  possible.     The  cause  of  flooding  in 

press   akme^   was  most   satisfoctorily  these  cases  is  considered  to  be  a  torpor 

suppressed.    This  labour  was  of  twelve  of   the  uterus,  an  exhaustion  of  its 

hours'  duration,  and  the  latter  pains  energy,  and  the  consequent  ineflHeioit 
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contrBCtion  of  its  fibres,  and  imperfect  labour  under  the  care  of  a  lamented 

closure  of  the  mouths  of  vessels  where  friend.    A  woman,  oetat.  35,  strong  and 

theplaeenta  was  attached:  the  immedi-  healthy,  in  labour  of  her  first  child, 

ate  object  of  the  accoucheur  is  to  put  a  went  on  £aTOurably  for  some  hours ; 

stop  to  the  fiow  of  blood,  and  this  I  the  head  presented,  and  the  os  uteri 

have  succeeded  in  doing  by  the  use  of  became  fiuly   dilated ;   but   notwith- 

the  tourniquet  and  compress ;  and  if  standing  the  pains  were  frequent  and 

contraction  of  the  uterine  fibres  be  not  forcible  for  several  succeeding  hours, 

at  the  same  time  induced,  it  must  soon  the  labour  made  no  progress ;  and  as 

follow,  for  in  proportion  as  the  patient  various  means  had  been  tried,  such  as 

recovers  from  that  state  of  exhaustion,  bleeding,  secale  comutum,  purKBtives, 

be  it  more  or  less,  which  usually  sue-  and  salines,  and  I  think  a  dose  of  lauda- 

ceeds  to  delivery,  the  uterus  will  acquire  num,  without  any  increased  probabili^ 

contractile  power.  Time  and  safety  are  of  it  being  soon  brought  to  a  tenm- 

gained,  ana  rehef  from  much  bodilv  nation,  it  was  decided  in  consultation 

exertion  and  anxiety  of  mind,  though  that  the  patient  shouJd  be  delivered  hy 

not  of  all  watchfulness.    A  cool  room,  the  aid  of  instruments.    The  os  uten, 

and  a  quiet  state  of  mind,  if  possible  to  be  I  have  stated,  was  fully  dilated,  the  ear 

induced,  will  contribute  to  the  patient's  could  be  felt  above  the  brim  of  the 

welfare,  and  the   attendant  may  ad-  pelvis  and  to  one  side  of  the  symphysis 

minister   any  medicine  he  approves,  pubis ;  the  fore-head  was  the  presenting 

according  to   circumstances,  or   give  part,  with  the  face  towards  trie  pubes ; 

none  if  he  prefers.  not  much  of  the  head  had  entered  the 

I  hope  that  I  have  not  overrated  the  superior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  and  in 
good  effects  of  the  apphcation  of  the  the  absence  of  pains  the  finger  could 
tourniquet  and  compress  in  cases  of  readily  be  passed  round  it;  and  the 
flooding  after  delivery,  and  sure  I  am,  vagina  was  so  dilatable  thata  small  hand 
that  if  only  a  portion  of  the  evils  atten-  was  easily  passed  within  it.  Dr.  Con- 
dant  upon  and  following  these  cases  quest  considered  the  situation  of  the 
can  be  in  future  prevented,  a  great  head  too  high  up  for  the  safe  or  favour- 
good  will  be  obtained  for  many  parents  able  employment  of  the  forceps,  and 
and  infants.  that  in  all  probabiUty  we  should  be 

obliged  to  resort  to  tne  operation  of 

I  feel  some  desire  to  state,  that  earlv  cep&ilatomia. 
in  my  professional  practice  I  met  with  Dr.  Conquest  exhibited  to  us  the 
rather  an  extraorainary  occurrence,  whalebone  vectis,  which  he  said  was  the 
viz.  the  expulsion  during  the  last  invention  of  a  gendeman  whose  name 
pains  of  labour  of  the  whole  of  the  I  do  not  remember,  but  the  maker's 
uterus  entire — the  child,  placenta,  and  name  is  Maw,  of  Aldersgate  Street, 
membranes,  unbroken  upon  the  bed.  He  strongly  recommended  it  as  a 
At  first  I  was  a  little  astonished,  but  safe  and  useful  instrument,  capable 
the  momentary  surprise  yielded  to  mv  of  affording  all  the  aid  to  be  obtained 
doing  something  towards  saving  the  lite  by  the  forceps  without  increasing  the 
of  the  child ;  f  therefore  immediately  dancer.  It  is  formed  of  a  thin  loop  of 
ruptured  the  membranes,  discharged  whiuebone  affixed  to  a  handle.  This 
the  liquor  amnii,  and  separated  the  instrument  was  passed  over  the  occiput 
infant,  which  soon  began  to  cry,  and  with  the  ereatest  facility  by  Dr.  Con- 
both  it  and  the  mother  did  well.  I  had  quest,  and  traction  was  made  by  him 
b«en  in  the  house  only  a  very  short  and  myself  alternately  during  the  pre^ 
time  before  I  was  summoned  to  ^ve  sence  of  pains.  After  a  few  efforts  the 
this  assistance.  The  labour  was  quick,  head  descended  a  little ;  by  persevering 
and  took  place  at  the  full  period  of  utero-  in  the  traction  it  was  brougnt  without 
gestation.  The  mother  nad  borne  one  the  os  externum,  in  half  an  hour  from 
child  only  before,  which  was  then  the  time  instrumental  assistance  corn- 
twelve  years  old.  menced.  Dr.  Conquest  had  some  reason 

to  expect  that,  as   the  occiput  was 

In  the  month  of  October  last  year,  I  brought  down,  the  hce  might  ascend, 

had  Uie  pleasure  to  see  the  very  g(K>d  but  uiis  did  not  happen :  the  instrn^ 

effects  of  a  new  midwifery  instrument  ment  being  applied  to  that  part  of  the 

(the  whalebone  vectis),  in  the  hands  of  occiput  adjoining  the  vertebrce,  traction 

Dc.  Conquest,  in  a  case  of  protmcted  brought  down  the  head  as  it  presented. 


542       MR.  MOORB  ON  TUB  PATHOLOGY,  PHYSICAL  SIGNS,  AND 

fooe  and  forehead  first      The  child  ence,  whether  in  erect  or  recumbent 

WEB  dead,  as  was  expected,  no  motion  posture,  was  noted ;  with  a  diminution 

having   been    perceptible    for   many  in  their  strength,  and  almost  total  dia« 

hours,  and  the  patient  had  been  thirty  appearance  on  the  left  side,  in  the  for- 

in    labour.      The    placenta   was   ad-  mer  position.  Her  breathing  is  laboured 

herent  to    the    uterus,  and    required  to  an  extreme  degree,  accompanied  with 

manual  assistance  for  its  removal.    The  extraordinary  action  of  the  thoracic 

recovery  of  the  patient  was  perfect  and  muscles ;  rattling  in  the  trachea  and 

uninterrupted*    I  was  much  pleased  to  thorax,  sensible  to  the  ear  and  touch, 

see  the  delivery  effected  so  easily  and  She  sits  propped  up  in  bed,  and  obtains 

by  such  simple  means,  and  I  cannot  do  but  short  interrupted  intervals  of  sleep ; 

otherwise  than  join  Dr.  Conquest  in  has  lost  her  appetite;  passes  but  a 

recommending  this  very  valuable  in-  small  quantity  of  urine,  and  is  irregular 

strument  to  those  of  the  profession  who  in  her  bowels, 
may  not  have  seen  or  heard  of  it.  Physieal  signs  of  ekest  and  heart. — 

Percussion  over  and  beyond  the  limits 

Q^^j^^  of  cardiac  region  elicits  a  very  dull 

sound,  extencQnff  beyond  sternum  to 

PATHOLOGY,  PHYSICAL  SIGNS,  akd  the  right  side ;   the  hearts  impulses 

TREATMENT,  ov  VALVULAR  DIS-  can  be  felt  in  cardiac  region,  not  vio- 

EASES  or  thx  HEART,    '  lent,  nor  forcibte  ;    on  the  contrary, 

IN  coNNBCTioN  WITH  THE  SOUNDS  OF  wcak,    but   tolcrably   extensive,    the 

THIS  ORGAN.  shocK    bcing    commuuicated   to   the 

nrpTTw  luronc  touch  over  a  less  circumscribed  space 

By  t.  h.  Mooas,  M.R.c.b.  than  that  observed  in  health.    A  stronir 

Ute  Secretary  to  the^bUnMedico^inizgical  vibratory  thrill    is   imparted    to   the 

rn_  «x    *^  J'    >  ry     jj  i  palm  of  thc  hand,  proceeding  fiom  the 

[For  the  Medical  GazeiteJ]  Sk— ♦i^-   «*   «^-    ^^a    «..^?-  z     liy 

**  •*  vibration  of  air   and   mucus  m  the 

bronchial  tubes,  intermixed  with  that 

The  following  case,  which  has  lately  resulting    from   the   blood's    passage 

come  within  the  ranre  of  my  observa-  through    the    cavities   of  the   heart, 

tion,  I  have  been  induced  to  give,  not  During  the  act  of  suspending  the  re- 

merely  from  the  intrinsic  value  it  pos-  ^piration,    the  sounds  of  this  organ 

sesses  as  being  linked  with  the  others,  previously  inaudible,    and  altogether 

by  the  symptoms,  physical  signs,  and  obscured   by  the    respiratory  piieno- 

morbid  appearances,  but  also  on  ac-  mena,  became  so  far  distinct,  that  their 

count  of  other  particulars,  which  can-  action  was  reported  to  be  extensively 

not  fail  to  sanction  its  introduction  heard.     Beneath   the   mamuMS,    and 

here.  within  the  precincts  of  the  pneoordial 

A  woman,  advanced  ib  years,  the  region,  the  first  and  second  sounds, 

mother  of  four  children,  was  brought  the  entire  of  the  heart's  rhythm,  areao 

into  hospital  on  the  morning  of  the  much  confused,  masked,  or  replaced 

16th  May,  with  both  legs,  feet,  and  by  a  constant  loud  whizzing  or  rasping 

thighs,  immensely  swollen,  presenting  murmur,  that  it  is  impossime  to  distiii- 

a  florid  red,  glossy,  erysipelatous  hue,  guish  between  them  individually,  or 

nearly  as  high  up  as  the  knees  j  i»itting  recognize  them  collectively :  with  each 

on  pressure ;  of  such  weight  that  it  was  impulse  and  ventricular  contraction  it 

with  pain  and  much   cufficulty  they  commences,  and  progresses  with  brisk* 

could  be  moved.    There  was  an  expres-  ness,  roughness,  harsnness ;  and  at  the 

sion  of  great  distress  and  anxiefy  in  moment  it  should  cease  with  the  dim- 


veins,  with  distinct  undulatory  or  pul-  gitating,  whizzing  murmur,  less  ^go- 

satonr  motions,  very  remarkable  for  the  rous,  less  forcible  in  its  intensity,  and 

regiuarity  of  their  succession  in  those  possessing  less  of  those  characteristie 

of  the  right  side  of  neck.   No  degree  of  features  of  the  former,  becomes  deve- 

miiformity  between  them,  the  cardiac  loped,  and  is  communicated  to  the  ear ; 

impulses,  and  the  arfterial  pulsations,  at  the  termination  <rf  which  the  heart'a 

could  be  ascertained  with  precision,  or  impulse  succeeds,  the  ventricular  con- 

in  a  satis&ctory  manner;  their  persist-  traction  follows,  accompanied  by  the 
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nuhing  or  whining  mannnr,  not  un-  fluid ;  the  quantity  in  the  former  ex* 

like  the  Bound  nroduced  by  the  rasping  oeeding  four  or  ftve  quarts ;  that  in  the 

of  the  crust  of  bread,  occnpying  the  latter,  a  pint 

entire  of  first  sound,  masking  the  -se-  The  heart,  when  exposed  by  laying 
eond,  and  obliterating  the  interval  open  the  pericardium,  occupied  the 
which  'naturally  intervenes.  At  the  mesial  line,  and  encroached  considera- 
upper  part  of  sternum,  and  under  the  bly  on  the  ri^ht  pleural  cavitj,  in  con- 
clavicles,  the  second  sound  is  audible,  sequence  of  its  enormous  dimensions 
though  feeble;  not  so  clear,  having  from  the  increased  capacity  of  the 
lost  much  of  its  energy,  and  not  right  yentricle  and  auricle ;  on  its  an- 
possessing  that  sharp,  well-defined  tenor  surfece  is  one  of  those  white 
"  claquement'*  so  peculiar  to  it  Each  patches  so  frequently  seen,  occupyinfi^ 
arterial  and  valyular  **  clack"  is  pre-  m  its  extent  the  circumference  of  nali- 
ceded  by  a  bellows  murmur,  regular  in  a-crown.  The  reins  are  enormously 
its  succession,  and  constant  in  its  in-  turgid,  those  on  posterior  aspect,  tra- 
tensity,  but  less  distinct  than  that  yersingfirom base toapex, particularly so« 
heard  in  pneeordial  region ;  seemingly  The  heart  is  very  flabby.  The  exterior  of 
continuous  with,  or  a  prolouAtion  of,  right  ventricle,  which  is  considerably 
these  sounds,  and  maually  diminiah-  augmented  in  its  transverse  and  perpen- 
tng  as  we  approach  the  fourchette  of  dicular  diameter,  presents  a  yellowish 
the  sternum.  Pulse  96,  full  and  rcgu-  marbled  colour,  traversed  by  turgid 
lar,  counted  in  carotids ;  it  cannot  be  blood-vessels ;  whilst  the  left,  compa- 
lelt  at  wrist  on  account  of  the  oedema ;  ratively  small,  affords  a  specimen  of 
I>ercu8sion  over  the  posterior  part  of  two  rare  pathological  alterations.  As 
right  side  is  dull;  the  physical  aiffiu  the  heart  lay  in  the  pericardium,  two 
inmcate,  in  addition  to  acute  bronchi-  circumscribed  purplisn  or  livid  patches 
tis,  extensive  congestion  and  cedema  of  attracted  our  notice  ;  one  situated 
the  pulmonary  tissue,  with  an  accumu-  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  the  other  a 
lation  of  fluid  in  the  left  pleural  cavity,  few  lines,  from  the  apex.    The  superior 

The  abdomen  is  swollen,  from  the  one  larger,  in  close  proximity  to  the 

quantity  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  sac,  septum,  does  not  exceed  the  size  of  a 

a  sense  of  fluctuation  is  afibrded  on  sixpence ;   whilst  the  smaller  of  the 

percussion,  and  the  true  condition  of  two  might  be  covered  by  a  fonrpenny 

the  abdominal  viscera  rendered  difficult  piece.    The  pericardium  corresponding 

to  ascertain.    The  liver  feels  hard,  en-  to  each  is  more  opaque  and  dense  than 

larged,  indurated ;  its  sharp  edge  thick-  that  covering  the  rest  of  the  ventricle. 

ened  and  rounded.    The  intestines  are  Two  distinct  indentattons,  similar  to 

distended  with  flatus.  those   which   may   be   produced   by 

HitUny. — ^For   two   years   she   has  punching  in  the  muscular  substance  of 

been  subject  to  a  chronic  catarrh,  and  ^e  ventricle  with  the  knuckle  of  the 

has  for  many  months  sufiered  from  forefinffer,  were  visible  on  the  anterior' 

pains   in  the  left  side,    palpitations,  part  of  the  left  ventricle ;  correspond- 

nntterings,  and  other  symptoms  of  de-  ing  to  which,  and  the  dark-coloured 

ranged  circulation;  the  mstress  occa-  patches,  the  muscular  fibres  of  this 

tioned  by  the  dyspnoea,  violent  palpi-  cavity  were  so  thin,  and  attenuated, 

tatioBS  excited  by  very  trivial  causes,  that  the  interior  o(  the  ventricle  could 

agoninng  pains,  and  pnecordial  op-  be  felt  by   the   introduction   of  the 

piession,    ms   been   much   increased  fineer  into  either  of  these  depressions 

within   the   last  few   months.     The  or  indentations.     On  first  inspection, 

swellinffs  appeared  for  the  first  time  it  was   supposed   a   perforation    had 

six  we»s  smce,  in  the  feet  and  less,  occurred  near  the  apex ;  such,  how- 

spfeading  upwards  towards  the  thighs  ever,   was   not    the  case.      By  exa- 

aad  abdomen,  finally  extending  over  mining  from  the  interior  of  the  ven- 

the  upper  extremities,  and  producing  tricle,  it  was  evident  that,  from  ^e 

that  state  of  misery  in  whicn  she  was  absorption  and  attenuation  of  the  mus- 

bionght  into  hospital.  cnlar  fibres  of  the  ventricles  interposed 

Two  days  after  this  report  was  taken  between  the  endo-  and  peri-  caidium, 

she  dfied.  two  pouches  had  formed,  which,  when 

Auiopty. — ^The  serous  cavities  of  the  distended  with  blood,  or  protruded  by 

abdomen  and  chest,  left  pleura  in  par-  means  of  the  finger,  constituted  two 

ticular,  contained  light  straw-coloured  circumscribed  true  aneurisms  of  the 
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ventricle ;  in  one  of  which  was  con-  similarly  afkctcdt  but  not  to  the  taxne 

tained  a  dark-coloured  fibrinous  coagu-  amount. 

lum,   being   entangled   between   the  The  pulmonary  valves  are  healthy  ; 

fleshy  columns  encircling  the  sac,  and  those  of  the  aorta  of  a  deepor  red  in 

distinct  from  other   coagula   in    the  their  colour,  but  retaining  their  tnuis- 

ventricle.  parency  ;    a  slight  increase  in   their 

The  pericardium  can  be  detached  density  was  noticed.     The  calibre  of 

with  the  greatest  facility,  and  removed  the    arch   is   dilated.      Steatomatoos 

from  the  surface  of  both  ventricles,  by  depositions   pervade    the   interior    of 

exerting  a  slight  degree  of  traction,  the  aorta,  and  may  be  seen  in  great- 

The  muscular  substance  of  the  ventri-  est  number  at   some    distance   from 

cle,    excepting  the    two    places    de-  the  valves.      Not  far   removed  fioni 

scribed,  is  hjrpertrophied,  but  of  a  ^le  one  of  these  there  has  been  deposited  a 

colour,  separable  into  distinct  lammee  quantity  of  fibrin  beneath  the  serous, 

by  msJiing  a  transverse  section,  raising  between  it   and  the  musctilar   coat. 

the  fibres,   and  drawing  them  from  Advancing  from   the  ascending  and 

apex  to  base ;  thus  three,  four,  or  even  transverse  portions  of  the  aorto,  the 

more  plates,  or  layers  of  fleshv  fibres,  coats  were  found  more  heaithy. 

can  be  removed,  pale  and  flabby,  but  The  superior  parts  of  the  pharynx 

increased  in  thickness.  and  larynx  are  of  a  deep  red,  ap{>roach* 

It  seems  probable  that  the  cellular  ing  to  a  puiple  hue.  The  epiglottis 
tissue  separating  the  muscular  fibres  less  elastic  than  natural;  its  mucous 
had  become  infiltrated  with  serum,  membrane  of  a  violet  colour,  thickened, 
participating' in  the  oedematous  condi-  and  velvetty  feel.  The  rima  glottidia 
tion  of  the  ceUular  tissue  diffused  over  appears  narrowed  in  its  antero-posterior 
the  body ;  such  a  supposition  becomes  diameter ;  no  ulceration  could  be  de- 
justified,  from  the  colour  of  the  right  tected. 

ventricle  appearing  to  originate  in  a  Hwd.  —  From  three  to  four  ounces 

sub-pericardiac   infiltration   into    the  of  limpid  serum  was  effused  between 

ceflular  tissue,  scattered  amongst  and  the  arachnoid  and  dura  mater,  also 

serving  to  connect  the  muscular  fibres  between   arachnoid  and    pia    mater ; 

together  —  from   the  muscular  fibres  abundant  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  at 

themselves  being  fiabby  and  attenu-  the  superior  part  of  the  spinal  column, 

ated — the  fleshy  columns   being  thin  and  in  the  vertebral  theca. 

and   numerous — and  from  these  not  In  the  floor  of  the  third  ventricle, 

being  sufllcient  to  account  for  the  tu-  anterior  and  inferior  to  the  orifice  of  the 

mefied  appearance  and  obvious  aug-  iter  a  tertio  ad  tmartwn  ventricukum^  a 

mentation  in  the  volume  of  this  viscus.  second  orifice,  distinct,  smooth,  and 

The  auricles,  right  and  left,  more  circular,  attracted  my  attention  in  this, 

especially  the  former,  are  increased  in  as  well  as  on  two  previous  occasions, 

the   capacity   of   their    chambers    to  in  brains  not  affected  by  disease.    Into 

double  or  treble  their  usual  size.    Ve-  this  orifice  the  point  of  an  ordinary 

ns  cavie  dilated,  gorged  with  blood ;  sized  director  can  be  introduced,  which, 

coats  somewhat  thickened  $  parietes  of  taking  the  course  of  the  canal,  proceeds 

auricles    hypertrophied  ;     appendices  upwards  and  backwuds,  beneath  the 

enlarged,  and  musculi  pectinati  length-  floor  of  the  aqueduct  of  Silvius,  and 

ened ;  the  endo-cardium  of  the  lett  is  that  of  the  fourth  ventricle,  on  the  su- 

increased   in    density,    opaque,    and  perior  surface   of    the   pons  varolii, 

easily   detached    from    the    muscular  massing  downwards  and  backwards  be- 

fibres.  tween  the   processus  a  cerebello   ad 

The  right  auriculo-veniricular  aper-  testes,  sUli  preserving  the  mesial  line, 

ture  is  of  enormous  size,  dilated  to  it  gradually  contracts  in  size,  and  seems 

nearly  double  its  general  measurement  to  terminate  in  a  species,  of  cul*de-8ac« 

The  tendinous  ring  is  sufficiently  dis-  at  a  short  distance  above  the  posterior 

tincL      The  tricuspid   valves  are  in-  spinal  fissure,  with  wMch  it  was  at  first 

adequate  to  efifect  the  closure  of  the  supposed  to  be  continuous ;  but  more 

orifice,  two-thirds  being  thickened,  in  minute  examination  did  not  ratify  this 

their  perpendicular  measurements,  with  supposition,  as  the  continuatipn  of  the 

fibrous  prominences  on  their  surfiices  canal  could  not  be  satisfactorily  ascer- 

and  boraers.    The  left  auriculo- ventri-  tained.      On  three  separate  occasions 

cular  aperture  and  mitral  valves  are  have  I  been  foiled  in  tracing  a  direct 
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ODmmunication  between  the  two,  and 
establishing  an  immediate  connection 
of  one  with  the  other,  but  have  suc- 
ceeded in  observing  that  a  minute  fis- 
sure leads  from  the  api)arent  termina- 
tion of  the  canal.  This  canal,  when 
laid  open  in  its  entire  extent,  from  the 
Hoor  of  Uie  third  ventricle,  posterior  to 
the  infundibulum,  to  its  termination 
behind,  describes  a  curvilinear  course, 
is  circular  in  its  cahbre,  and  presents  a 
unooth,  polished,  glistening  internal 
surface,  oeing  lined  throughout  its 
entire  extent  by  serous  membrane ;  its 
parietes,  varying  from  one  to  two  lines 
in  thickness,  consist  of  a  layer  of  cine- 
ritious  and  medullary  substance,  in- 
closed between  two  lamince  of  serous 
membrane. 

Observations.  —  It  in  unnecessary 
to  remark,  that  we  possess  in  this  case 
more  than  an  ordinary  amount  of  in- 
struction ;  but  in  commenting  on  some 
of  the  leading  features  during  hfe,  and 
the  pathological  changes  observed  in 
the  autopsy,  it  w^ill  be  more  profitable 
to  inquire  in  a  cursory  manner — 

Ist.  Into  the  similarity  existin£[  be- 
tween the  symptoms,  physical  signs, 
and  pathology  oT  this  case,  and  tnose 
noticed  in  others,  as  illustrative  of  the 
disease  under  consideration. 

2d.  Into  the  probability  of  those 
physical  signs  having  originated  in, 
and  being  produced  bv,  the  aneurisms 
of  the  ventricle,  and  the  liability  of  the 
one  being  mistaken  for,  and  confound- 
ed widi  the  other^  from  such  coinci- 
dence. 

3d.  Whether  the  attenuation  of  the 
parietes  of  the  ventricle  in  those  two 
circumscribed  spaces,  which  was  con- 
ducive to  the  formation  of  the  aneu- 
rismal  pouches^  resulted  from  an  in- 
flammatory attack  of  the  muscular 
structures,  preceded,  was  coeval  with, 
or  consequent  upon  the  morbid  changes, 
progressing  in  tne  valvular  structures. 

From  the  combination  of  two  circum- 
stances, permanent  patency  of  the 
auriculo-ventricularapertures  resulted — 
first,  from  a  dilatation,  an  increase  in 
the  circumferences  of  the  orifices; 
secondly,  from  retraction  of  the  val- 
vular tissues  and  consequent  deficiency 
in  their  length ;  diseases  in  themselves 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  presence 
of  the  physical  signs — the  masking  of 
the  entire  of  the  heart's  rhythm,  heard 
in  the  preDCordial  region,  by  a  loud 

70^. — ^xxviii. 


whizzing  murmur  or  constant  buzz. 
But  herein  we  are  enabled  to  detect  a 
very  striking  dissimilarity  between  the 
auscultatory  phenomena  and  those  re- 
corded in  the  preceding  cases ;  inas- 
much as,  at  no  period  of  the  examina- 
tion, nor  by  resorting  to  those  manoeu- 
vres and  expejpments,  as  far  as  her  de- 
plorable condition  permitted,  were  we 
able  to  observe.a  remission  or  intermis- 
sion in  the  vigour,  the  intensity,  the 
regularity  and  asperity  of  those  phe- 
nomena, so  .obvious  and  so  constant  in 
the  others,  as  to  be  considered  one  of 
the  characteristics  of  this  disease,  and 
deemed  almost  pathognomonic  of  its 
existence. 

AVe  have  recorded,  it  is  true,  a 
marked  difference  between  the  harsh- 
ness and  loudness  of  the  abnormal  mur- 
mur accompanying  the  ventricular  con- 
traction, and  that  heard  during  its  dias- 
tole. In  the  description  given,  it  has 
been  noted,  that  the  sound  commimi- 
cated  to  the  ear  gave  origin  to  the  idea 
that  *'  the  retroceding,  regurgitating 
whizzing  murmur,  less  vigorous,  less 
forcible  in  its  intensity,  and  possessing 
less  of  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  former,"  (vide  report  of  physical 
^gnSf  &c.  &c.)  proceeded  from  a  reflux 
of  blood  through  the  auriculo- ventri- 
cular orifices. 

That  this  description,  though  vir- 
tually correct,  must  be  at  variance 
with  our  physiological  knowledge  of 
the  succession  or  phenomena  com- 
posing the  heart's  rhvthm,  and  if  not 
commented  on,  must  lead  to  confusion, 
requires  not  a  second  consideration; 
instead,  therefore,  of  being  led  astray 
by  the  sounds  communicated  to  the 
ear,  and  attributing  this  train  of  phe- 
nomena to  the  regurgitated  current 
produced  during  the  ventricular  con- 
traction, and  in  conjunction  with  the 
aneurismatic  condition  of  the  left  ven- 
tricle, chiefly  instrumental  in  causing 
the  loud  raspinj?  murmur,  we  must  in 
preference  ascribe  it  to  the  succeeiing 
column  of  blood,  passing  over  an  un- 
even, roughened  surface,  immediately 
after  the  subsidence  of  the  muscular 
contraction  ;  continuing  during  the 
diastole  of  the  ventricles;  occupying 
the  heart's  interval  of  repose ;  being 
propelled  forward  in  part  by  the  action 
of  tne  auricles,  but  chiefly  by  its  own 
unopposed  gravity. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  these 
aneurisms  were  antecedent  to,  coeval 

2  N 
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yfith,  consequent  on,  or  subsequent  to,  tricle,  a  gradual  distension  of  its  walls 

the  disease  of  the  valves.    The  two  takes  place,  until  in  the  conrse  of  time 

first  inquiries  may  be  disposed  of,  by  it  may  have  attained  a  size  equalling 

our   confessing,    that    through    want  the  normal  dimensions  of  the  heart, 

of  a  sufficient  number  of  cases,  and  That  these  pouches  did  not  originate 

consequent  experience,    a  perfect  si-  in  rupture,  nor  ulceration  of  the  nbies, 

lence,  must  be  maintained ;  but  in  ob-  consequent  on  the  formation  of  an 

jecting  to  trace  their  t>rigin  to,  and  abscess  in  the  substance  of  the  ven- 

refusing  to  acquiesce  in  any  opinion  tricle,  may  be  inferred  from  the  unin- 

which  may  attribute  these  aneurisms  terrupted  continnity  of  the  fibres  after 

to  a  disorganization  of  the  valves,  it  the  removal  of  the  lining  membrane  of 

is  but  right  to  state  that  this  opposi-  the  aneurism,  the  endocardium  ven- 

tion  has  been  grounded  on,  and  the  tricle,  and  there  being  none  of  the  dis- 

inference   drawn    from,    the  extreme  tinzuishing  marks  of  a  former  abscess, 

rarity  of  the  coexistence  of  these  afiec-  I  can    well    conceive  that  if  this 

tions,  which,  if  viewed  in  the  light  of  aneurismal  afifection  of  the  parietes  of 

cause  and  effect,  ought    to  retain  a  the  ventricle  had  existed  per  m,  aiHl 

greater   comparative    freauency  than  the  anriculo-ventricular  valves  had  re- 

as  hitherto  oeen  recordea.  mained  sound,  we  should  have  had 

In  searching  after  the  predisposing  svmptoms    precisely    the    same,   .and 

and  determining  causes  of  this  disease,  physical  signs  difraring  but  shghtly 

pathological  examination,  and  ocular  from  those  described,  as  the  attendant 

demonstration,  direct  our  attention  to  phenomena  of  ]^rmanent  patency  of 

the  existence  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  apertures,  with  morbid  growths  or 

the  serous  and  muscular  structures' of  excrescences   on  the  surface   of  the 

this  viscus,  at  some  previous  period ;  valves*. 

but,  in  recalling  to  mmd  the  aififerent 

divisions  of  inflammation  ;  the  various 

changes  effected  by  each,  in  different  NOTES  ON  SOME  POINTS  OF 

parts  of   the  animal   economy  ;    the  INDIAN  PRACTICE. 

nardenin^  and  softening;   the  thick-  

ening  and  thinning ;  the  increase  and  _    _    „,.        .,    ,^, 

decrease  of  volume,  in  organs  whose  To  the  Editor  qf  th§  Medical  Gaxetie. 

structures  accurately  correspond,   we  Sib, 

must  revert  to  the  effects  of  that  slow,  Thb   following  rough    notes  are  in- 

insidious,  subacute  inflammatory  pro-  tended  to  give  some  account  of    the 

cess  on  other  parts  of  this  organ,  to  be  impression  which  Indian  disease  has 

enabled  to  offer  a  satisfactory  explana-  '^^  on  me  within  the  first  ten  months 

^^°'    .       ,,                     -.,..«  of   my  residence  in  Lower    Benfal. 

During  the  progress  of  this  inflam-  How  far  any  opmions  here  expiewed 

matory  action,  we  have  had  frequent  niay  have  to  be  modified  by  enlarged 

opportunities  of  attesting  that  the  mus-  experience,  it  is  impossible  to  say ;  but 

cuIm  fibres   become    weakened    and  it  [g  right  to  premise,  that  my  expe- 

flabby;  decreased  in  bulk  and  energy ;  rfence  Tbas  been  limited  to  what  has 

yielding  dunng  this  atrophyingj  pro-  successively  come  to  my  notice  in  our 

cess  to  the  force  of  the  circulating  Queen's  regiment,  and  in  some  hun- 

current;  and  dilating  the  cavities,  m  dreds  of    Company's  Artillery  (both 

thus  yielding  dunng  eiwh  act  of  pro-  European  and  native),  the  former  sta- 

pellmgthe  blood  into  the  artena)  sys-  tioned  in  Fort  William,  the  latter  at 

tem.  Trom  an  excess  of  innervataon  j  j^^j^  Du^,  within   a  short  distance 

from  a  predominance  of  this  enfeebled,  fjoai  Calcutta 

Unnned,  attenuated  condition  of  the  i  beUeve  it  is  an  opinion  corn- 
fibres  m  two  or  more  circumscribed  nionly  entertained  at  liome,  that 
spaces,  and  their  consequent  inabihty  the  characters  of  Indian  are  extremely 
to  offer  further  resistance  to  the  circu-  different  from  those  of  European  dis- 
latmg  column  of  blood,  they  either  ease,— that  disease  in  all  cases  runs  ite 
give  way,  we  absorbed,  or  form  on  course  very  rapidly  in  this  country. 

various  portions  of  the  heart's  surface — tl 

those  aneurismal  sacs,  into  the  interior  «  We  iwye  taken  the  Uboty  oT  conridonbij 

of  which,  the    blood- entering  as  it  !S22?«*?tl5?JRSl^!IiS^ 

passes  through  the  cavity  of  tL  ven-  ?SSB'£^JX^'5?J?a            """"^^ 
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and  that  remedies  must  always  be  kintosh's  plan  of  bleeding  in  the  cold 
applied  with  a  very  bold  hand.  This  stage,  a  most  dangerous  one  according 
opinion  requires  to  be  greatly  modified ;  to  all  an&loey,  has  met  with  few  ad- 
and  with  the  exception  of  those  for-  vocates,  ana  seems  to  be  almost  for- 
midable diseases,  cholera,  dysentery,  ^tten.  Narcotine,  lately  introduced 
and  hepatitis,  no  others  appear  to  call  into  practice  by  Dr.  0*Shaughnessy, 
for  especially  active  treatment,  as  it  is  although  it  may  possess  some  febrifuge 
termed.  Many  practitioners,  however,  virtues,  is  undoubtedly  very  far  in- 
fhink  vety  di&rendy,  and  deplete  and  ferior  to  quinine.  Agues,  of  course, 
administer  calomel  in  (]^uantities,  often  bear  in  all  countries  a  local  character; 
followed  by  the  most  disastrous  conse-  and  the  Arracan  fever  has  almost  the 
quences ;  and  there  is  certainly  in  this  inveteracy  of  that  of  Walcheren.  I 
country  a  much  greater  risk  of  too  shall  say  little  of  remittentSf  as  my  ex- 
much  being  done  for  a  patient  than  perience  of  them  has  been  very  small ; 
too  litde.  they  are  veir  insidious  in  their  cha- 

After  all  there  is  a  great  deal  of  uni-  racter,  and  demand  constant  observa- 
formity  in  Indian  disease,  as  Well  as  in  tion  on  the  part  of  the  physician, 
our  treatment  of  it.  The  last  of  these  Slie^htcases  have  recovered  under  the  use 
facts  is,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  be  of  leeches,  saJine  purgatives,  and  anti- 
attributed  to  the  writings  of  the  late  monial  diaphoretics,  followed  some- 
Mr.  Twining,  whose  book  is  usually  times  by  tne  moderate  exhibition  of 
adopted  by  assistant  8urc;eons,  on  their  quinine. 

first  arrival,  as  a  hand-book.  In  this  Continued  fever  is  not  of  common 
there  is  certainly  one  advantage,  that  occurrence,  and  petechiee,  or  typhoid 
by  uniformity  of  treatment  they  are  symptoms,  are  rarely  seen.  Patients, 
soon  enabled  to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  however,  not  unfrequently  fall  into  a 
the  value  of  the  remedies  which  they  very  low  state,  attended  with  cerebral 
employ.  In  a  country  so  vast  as  India,  symptoms,  in  which  cases  stimulants 
it  must  be  a  matter  of  regret,  that  and  local  counter-irritants  are  indi- 
80  little  has  been  done  to  develope  the  cated.  It  may  be  here  not  unworthy 
resources  of  its  materia  medica,  for  we  of  remark,  that  in  a  few  fatal  fever 
still  depend  wholly  on  England  for  our  cases,  which  were  examined  last  sum- 
medical  supplies ;  and  the  partial  sub-  mer,  no  abdominal  lesions  could  be^ 
stitution  of  chirayta  for  gentian  is  detected.  Slight  efiusion  into  the 
almost  a  solitary  instance  of  a  native  ventricles,  and  slight  congestion  of  the 
being  introduced  with  success  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain  and  arachnoid  were 
place  of  an  European  remedy*.  In  the  the  only  perceptible  morbid  changes, 
following  notes,  which  possess  no  no-  There  was  a  slight  form  of  fever 
velty,  and  chiefly  refer  to  a  few  points  very  prevalent  in  June  of  last  year, 
of  practice  among  Eurgpeans,  it  is  which  may  be  termed  catarrhal.  As 
not  proposed  to  enter  into  any  details  many  as  eighteen  men  have  been  ad- 
regarding  diseases  whose  history  and  mitted  into  hospital  in  one  day,  all 
neology  are  well  known,  and  have  complaining  of  neadache,  and  of  pain 
Dcen  carefully  described.  in  tne  loins,  with  their  conjunctivae 

injected,  and  general  irritation  of  the 

Disease*  qf  Europeans,  mucous  membranes.    A  few  leeches, 

FJ*«r».-There  appears  to  be  nothing  f^^^  purgatives,  always  effected 

pecnUar  in  the  character  of  intermit-  g^^  ^^,,^4  „f  ^1^^  C^^  - 

tents  in  this  country;  purgatives,  oc-  ^  i  h.™  x.^„a  it  described  hv  Mr 

casiond  general  and  local  depletion  (the  m  •  if           a    11  °^^^°?^  "^  "'• 

judicioM  use  of  wWh  18  scMcely  ever  ^^  ^^  ^        ^^  .  '^     ^^^ 

foUowedby  any  disagre^ble  conse-  among  some  of^corps.  especially  the 

quence8),areoarnunnremedies.    Mac  Cam^nians.  The disSe usually iom- 

meiices  with  an  attack  of  fever,  wnich  is 

•  Moch  is  however  expected,  and  with  rood  followed  by  dysentery,  sometimes  of  a 

ISrSU^'tS^'StS^LiSt'^'^:^  pretty  acute  aharacter.   to  thisusrially 


thiiMibject.  succeed  a  chronic  diarrhcMiy  and  a  gene- 
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nd  wasting  away  ofthesvfltem,  to  which  Europeans  and  natives;  but  it  does 

we  may  add  occasional  anasarca  and  not  seem  to  present  any  peculiarity 

ascites.    The  tongue  assumes  a  mor-  worthy  of  notice.    Secondary  symp- 

bidly   red  appearance,  looking  as  if  toms  are  not  very  common,  and  perioe- 

the   epithelium   had   been   removed  ;  titis  occurs  onlv  in  cases  in  which  the 

yet  the  appetite  remains  good.    From  use  of  calomel  nas  been  excessive.     I 

this  condition  the  patient  rarely  ever  have  not  j;et  met  with  any  case  of 

rallies,     an     increase     of     diarrhoea  syphilitic  iritis.    The  majority  of  cases 

supervenes,  and  he  is  carried  off  in  a  get  well    readily,   under  the    use  of 

few  days.     The  post-mortem  appear  saline  piirjg^atives,  and  of  low  diet ;  and 

ances  are :    the    stomach  and  mtes-  sarsaparilla  combined  with  bichloride 

tines  pale  and  shrivelled,  not  ulcerated,  of  mercury,  or  w^ith  iodide  of  potas- 

(though    some  think  they  have  de-  sium,  are  the  most  useful  auxiliaries  in 

tected  slight  abrasions  near  the  pyloric  secondary  cases, 

orifice) ;  the  liver  and  spleen  are  gene-  Delirium  tremens  is  unfortunately  a 

rally  enlarged,  soft,  and  gorged ;  and,  very  common  affection,,  usually  occur- 

what  appears    to   be     most    charac-  ring,  as  experience  shows,  amon^  con- 

teristic  of  this  disease,  the  mesenteric  firmed  tipplers.    Men  who  are  m  the 

glands  are    enlarged    to  the  size  of  constant  habit  of  drinking,  though  not 

cyeans,  and  full  of  concretions  :  so  that  in  sufficient  quantities  to  produce  in- 

mesenteric  obstruction,  and  consequent  toxication,  are  much  more  liable  to 

atrophy,  would  almost  seem  to  be  the  attacks    of  it  than  those  who  only 

cause  of  death.  indulge    occasionally    to  excess.     In 

The    symptoms    and    appearances  these  cases  depletion  is  not  often  indi- 

above  detailed  were  common  to  the  cated.    The  moderate  use  of  opiates, 

Europeans,  and  to  the  Bengal  volun-  along  with  purgatives,  appears  to  offer 

teers ;  and  it  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  the  most  successful  mode  of  treatment, 

scarcely  a. man  of  the  invalids,  who  Terebinthinate    enemasj    and    opium 

have    returned    to    this    country,    is  and  camphor  in  the  solid  form,  gene- 

likely  to  recover.    No  very  satisfactory  rally    produce  the  very  best  effects, 

reasons  have  hitherto  been  assifipied  for  Cannabim,  the  active  principle  of  hemp, 

the  origin  of  this   disease,   although  as  lately  introduced  to  notice  by  Dr. 

the  report  of  the  superintending  sur-  O'Shaughnessy,    has    been  employed 

geon  of   the  expedition   may,   when  with  some  advantage  in  this  disease ; 

published,  throw  some    light  on  the  but  its  efficacy   is  understood  to  be 

subject.  much  less  than  that  of  opium  ormorphia. 

Of  choleraf  which  has  prevailed  The  form  in  which  rheumatism  usu- 
pretty  extensively  during  the  last  ally  occurs  is  frequently  very  ob- 
month  among  Europeans  and  natives,  stinate ;  it  is  oftener  chronic  than  acute ; 
it  need  only  be  remarked,  that  the  and  I  have  not  hitherto  met  with  any 
usual  treatment  is,  to  exhibit  calomel  case  of  rheumatic  pericarditis.  Diapho- 
in  ten  ^;rain  and  scruple  doses,  com-  retics,  guaiacum,  and  small  doses  of 
bined  with  one  grain  of  opium,  every  iodide  of  potassium,  are  useful  in  its 
hour  or  two  hours,  according  to  cir-  milder,  ana  calomel  and  opium  in  its 
cumstancesj  to  give  stimulants  inter-  severer,  forms.  Where  there  is  thick- 
nally  ;  and  externally  to  use  frictions  ening  about  the  joints,  the  locid  appli- 
and  sinapisms :  and  very  unsatisfactory  cation  of  the  tincture  of  iodinens  some- 
this  treatment  often  is.  One  point  times  very  efficacious,  as  also  occasion- 
regarding  the  prognosis,  lately  sug-  ally  in  indolent  buboes, 
gested  by  Dr.  Mouat  of  her  Majesty^s  Dysentery  is  one  of  the  most  formi- 
service,  may  be  worthy  of  attention,  dable  diseases  with  which  we  have  to 
He  states,  tnat  when  pulsation  of  the  contend,  whether  the  violence  of  its 
heart  cannot  be  detected  with  the  ste-  attacks,  or  the  frequency  with  which 
thoscope,  the  case  is  hopeless ;  that  if  relapses  occur,  be  considered.  In  its 
it  can,  the  patient  may  recover.  The  acuter  forms  1  have  not  seen  a  great  deal 
last  epidemic  of  cholera  in  Bengal  oc-  of  it ;  whereas,  in  its  milder  ones,  where 
curred  some  months  ago,  in  the  de-  the  boundary  between  it  and  diarrhoea 
cayed  city  of  Dacca,  in  which  most  of  is  indistinctly  marked,  cases  of  it 
the  inhabitants  are  in  a  state  of  abject  present  themselves  daily.  It  cannot 
povertv.                          *  admit  of  a  doubt  that  calomel  and  dras- 

Syphlis  is  very  prevalent  both  among  tic  purgatives  have  been  most  injtxdi- 
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ctously  used  in  this  disease,  and  that  a  the  diagnosis    was  veiy  difficult.    A 

return  to  a  milder  mode  of  treatment  young  man  had  a  constant  fixed  pain  in 

will  be  attended  with  the  most  bene-  his  right  side,  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 

ficial  results.     Indeed,    it    has    been  and  in  his  shoulder,  accompanied  with 

stated,  that  the  nresent  distinguished  a  dry  cough  ;  in  consequence  of  this  his 

Inspector  General  proposes  to  issue  an  case  was  at  first  treated  as  an  hepatic 

order,  fobidding  the  use  of  calomel  affection,  and  abscess  of  the  liver  was 

among  the  Queen's  troops.    There  is  suspected.    Ultimately  the  case  became 

no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  pro-  evidently  one  of  phthisis ;  and  on  sectio 

priety  of  free  depletion  in  the  earlier  cadaveris  a  large  vomica  was  found  near 

stages  of  this  disease,  followed  up  bv  the  bottom  of  the  right  lung,  the  apex 

theuseofmild  purgatives,  among  wliicn  being  .nearly  healthy.    The  liver  did, 

castor  oil   is  quite  invaluable.      The  however,  bear  some  traces  of  former 

combination  of^  blue  pill,  ipecacuanha,  inflammation. 

gentian,  and  hyoscyamus,  so  commonly  Another  case  attracted  a  good  deal  of 

employed,  is  a  most  useful  preparation ;  attention.    The  health  of  an*  hospital 

ana  opium  is  also    a  very  important  Serjeant  had  long  been  much  impaired, 

remedy,  although    the  belief  that  it  when  he  was  attacked  with  a  constant 

merely  masks  the  disease  is  very  preva-  diarrhoea ;  his  motions  being    of    an 

lent    An  opiate   enema,   x>r  Dover's  excessively  unhealthy  character,  and 

powder,  may  in  most  stages  of  the  dis-  protrusion  of  the  rectum  followed.    A 

ease  be  most  usefully  administered.  palliative  treatment  was  adopted,  but 

On  post-mortem  examination  the  co-  the  symptoms  got  worse :  the  abdomen 

Ion  is  always  found  to  be  the  chief  seat  excessively  attenuated.    On  laying  the 

of  disease.    In  one  case  it  was  enor-  hand  on  the  abdomen,  what  appeared 

mously  ulcerated  and  thickened  near  to  be  a  pulsating  tumor  was  felt,  and 

the  caput  coecum;  while  in  another  it  was  he  was  generally  believed  to  labour 

studded  with  patches  of  deep,  though  under  aneurism  of  the  aorta.     He  gra- 

comparativel^  superficial  ulceration.  dually    sunk.      The    aorta  was  care- 

HepatitiSf  m  its  different  forms,  is  of  fully  examined  after  death,  by  Mr. 
course  a  very  common  disease,  although  Freeman,  and  found  perfectly  healthy ; 
acute  abscess  appears  to  be  less  com-  while  the  liver  was  studded  with  ab- 
mon  here  than  at  Madras.  Last  year  scesses,  and  the  small  intestines  par- 
the  number  of  cases  of  hepatic  abscesses  tiall  v  ulcerated, 
was  very  considerable,  ana  their  progress  There  appears  to  be  but  one  opinion 
was  as  usual  very  insidious.  I  have  seen  as  to  the  treatment  of  acute  hepatitis ; 
a  man  admittea  into  hospital  with  an  and  free  depletion  with  the  use  of 
anxious  countenance,  ana  complainincr  calomel  is  the  almost  invariable  practice." 
of  pain  in  his  right  side,  who  died  sua-  When  the  case  has  once  advanced  to 
denly  two  days  after,  in  which  case  the  the  formation  of  abscess,  the  treatment 
whole  of  the  right  lobe  was  found  con-  is  very  difficult;  but  I  have  not  met 
verted  into  one  hu^e  abscess.  In  this  with  any  case  in  which  the  abscess 
man  the  abscess  of  nis  liver  nmst  have  opened  externally,  or  which  had  its  con- 
existed  for  many  days  before  his  ad-  tents  evacuated  by  artificial  means. 
mission,  althougn  it  had  caused  him  Affectionsof  the  lungs  are  not  among 
only  a  little  uneasiness.  The  late  uni-  the  most  common  cases,  as  soldiers  be- 
versally  respected  Inspector  -  General*  fore  coming  to  this  country  have  usually 
was  ill  for  three  months  before  his  passed  the  age  when  tubercles  are  most 
death.  The. chief  symptoms  were  ^-  ukel;^  to  develope  themselves;  yet 
neral  languor  and  debility,  along  with  phthisis  occasionally  appears,  and  runs 
irritability  of  stomach.  He  was  attended  its  course  as  at  home.  Chronic  bron- 
by  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  CaU  chitis  is  by  no  means  of  unfrequent 
cutta,  who  frequently  examined  the  occurrence ;  and  in  a  climate  where 
region  of  the  hver,  in  which  nothing  the  changes  of  temperature  are  so  ra- 
could  be  detected,  and  uneasiness  was  pid,  common  catarrhs  are  frequent.  I 
never  felt;  yet  he  was  suddenly  seized  nave  not  seen  many  affections  of  the 
with  pain  in  his  side,  expectorated  a  heart,  though  inordinate  action  of  it, 
large  quantity  of  pus,  and  sunk ;  dying,  and  palpitation,  sometimes  attend  con- 
no  doubt,  of  hepatic  abscess.  valescence  from  fever,  and  often  prove 

I  remember  another  case,  in  which  rather  intractable. 

•  Or.  Donald  iUcieod.  The    disoBses  of    children   are,   if 


650  MR.  MACPHERSON'S  NOTES  ON  INDIAN  PRACTICE. 

possible,    of   more    importance   here  case  of  Europeans ;  and  there  is  a  wide 

than  at    home ;    and  it  is  auite  ex-  field  for  operative  practice,  on  cases  of 

traordinar^  how  rapidly  a  oiarrhcea,  stone,  enlt^gement  of  tlie  scrotum,  and 

or  cephalic   attack,  during    the  pro-  cataract.    Some  forms  of  ophthalmia 

gress  of  dentition,  will  cany  off  its  vie-  in  this  country  take  on  a  very  intracta- 

tim.    I  have  seen  one  well-marked  case  ble  character.     In  one  case,  occurring 

of  cholera  in  a  child  of  seven,  who  died  in  a  European,  the  inflammation  was 

a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  its  admission  limited  to  the  conjunctiva,  and  was  of 

into  the  hospital.    A  detachment  which  a  remittent  character.    The  eye  would 

latelvarrivea  from  N.S.Wales  lost  seve-  be  nearly  well  in  the  morning,  and 

ral  children  of  dysentery,  and  in  every  before  niffht  highly  injected.    Every 

case  lumbrici  were  present.  Nothing  pe-  variety  of  alteratives,  as  well  as  local 

culiar  appears  to  be  indicated  in  the  applications,  was  made  use  of  without 

treatment  of  these  affections.    No  me-  any  permanent  benefit.     In  another 

dicine  exceeds  in  value  the  Hydrar^.  c.  case,  m  a  half  caste,  the  sclerotica  and 

creta,  combined  with  other  remedies ;  cornea  of  both  eyes  were  involved,  and 

yet  it  is  a  common  saying,  that  children  the  inflammation  was  at  times  so  vio- 

will  slip  through  one's  nngers  in  spite  lent  as  to  threaten  the  destruction  of 

of  the  most  jucucious  treatment.  the  comese.  Those  more  violent  attacks 

Suraerv  were  moderated  by  the  use  of  calomel 

^,                  ,            \    ,.^.1    ^i_  X.  and  opium ;  but  it  has  been  found  quite 

There  can,  of  course,  be  little  that  18  impossible  to  get  the  eyes  well,  and 

peculiar  to  the  smrpcal  diseases  of  this  ^^e    are  rather  worse  now  than  when 

country ;    and    this  will  immediately  ^e  came  under  treatment  four  months 

stnke  any  one  who  peruses  Mr.  Brett's  ^^^^ 

recent  work  on  the  Surgical  Diseases  * 

of  India.  The  cases  among  Euro-  Diseases  qf  Natives, 
peans  are  usually  of  the  most  trifling  §0^^  ^f  ^i^^  j^^^  common  diseases 
nature,  and  operations  are  very  rare,  gf  natives  are  ague,  affections  of  the 
Acute  oUtis  and  otorrhoea  are  at  times  gpieen,  dysentery,  rheumatism,  lepra, 
very  prevalent.  •,.,_,  and  psoriasis;  and  among  these  dis- 
I  remember  one  casein  which- a  horse  ease  of  the  spleen  offers  the  chief 
artillery  man,  who  feU  backwards  from  peculiarities.  It  is  always  attended 
his  horse,  came  into  hospital  with  both  ^j^  general  debility,  and  especiaUy  of 
humeri  dislocated  under  the  clavicle^  t^e  vLcular  system,  from  which  some 
In  another  case,  of  a  native  who  had  h^ve  been  led  to  suggest  an  analogy 
dislocated  both  condyles  of  his  lower  i^etween  it  and  scurvy! 
jaw  by  yawning,  every  effort  at  re-  Enlargement  of  the  spleen  is  usually 
duction  was  unavaahngj  yet  he  pos-  treated  with  a  combination  of  tonici 
sessed  the  powers  of  mastication  and  of  ^nd  purgatives— of  iron  and  gentian, 
speaking  to  a  considerable  deeree,  and,  ^^^  colocynth  and  scammony,  &c.  but 
as  the  jaw  had  then  only  been  one  ^^^  very  small  success.  More  confi- 
month  dislocated,  it  would  no  doubtin  ^ence  might  perhaps  be  placed,  with 
time  become  serviceable  enough.  The  jug^ee,  in  the  exhibition  of  quinine 
difference  between  Europeans  and  na-  i^a  the  mineral  acids,  or  evln  the 
tives,  in  the  power  of  sustaimng  any  ^^^^^  arsenicaUs.  Some  have  pro- 
great  injury,  is  very  marked.  Thus  I  ^^^^  ^he  use  of  iodine,  but  spleen 
have,  withm  the  last  few  days,  seen  a  patients  are  seldom  in  a  state  in  which, 
native  labounng  under  extoavasation  of  ^^ey  could  bear  its  exhibition.  It  is  a 
urine  of  thirty-six  hours  Btandine,  and  common  saying,  that  practice  among 
who  exhibits  htte  constituUonaldis-  natives  is  iaot  satisfactory;  and  one 
turbance ;  while  the  parts  would  have  reason,  though  it  does  not  say  much 
ere  now  beensloughmym  a  European,  for  our  humSnity,  is,  that  we  often  do 
and  the  patient  labouring  under  violent  not  take  enough  of  interest  in  our  pa- 
irntative  leyer.  ^^^^g .  another  difficulty  always  meets 
From  this  feature  in  the  constitu-  ^g  i„  the  impossibility  of  regulating 
tional  power  of  the  natives,  operations  tj^eir  diet.  And  here,  it  may  not  lie 
may  be  undertaken  on  them  which  out  of  place  to  mention  one  interesting 
would  be  out  of  the  question  m  the  ^et,  which  shews  how  much  that  fomi 

•  He  •fterwtfdt  Ktumed  with  om  of  than  di.-  ?f .  functional  amaurosis,  termed  day- 

locstad  apiin.   I  etsiiy  reduced  it  with  my  hand,  bhndness,  depends  on  the  condition  of 
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the  digestive  organs.    In  the  Burmah  Zoology  and  Natural  History,  which 

war  some  of  the  troops  suffered  much  is  likely  to  be  supported  with  spirit, 
from  this  affection,  until  it  was  dis-  I  am,  sir,. 

covered  that  they  had  a  deficient  sup-  Your  obedient  servant, 

ply  of  the  condiments  usually  employed  J.  MACPHEasoN, 

by  themmmaking  their  curries.  When-  Awitttnt  Surgwn  to^^Royal  Hone 

ever  this  deficiency  was  suppUed,  they  ^^     ^^^  '^' 

all  recovered  perfectly.  ' 

_,  ,.,.,.,,-  ,  P.S.  Farcy  and  glanders  have  been 
The  subject  of  medical  and  of  general  ^^^  prevalent  among  the  troop  horses 
statistics  appears  to  be  daily  exciting  j^^yg  ^^  go^je  years,  usually  attacking 
more  interest  at  home,  and  the  reports  ^^le  animals  in  the  rainy  season.  Be- 
lately  compiled  from  the  records  in  the  gj^^g  tubercular  deposits  in  the  lungs, 
Director  General's  office  are  replete  with  abscess  and  softening  of  the  ribs  are 
valuable  information.  Some  cultivators  ^^^^  ^^^d  after  death.  No  case  of 
of  statistics,  however,  appear  to  indulge  Zanders  in  the  human  subject  has 
in  many  visionary  ideas,  and  even  talk  githerto  occurred  here, 
of  reducmg  the  principle  of  the  science 

(far  better  termed  art)  of  medicine  to  — ~ 

the  accuracy  of  methematics.    In  all  pgcULIAR  STATE  OF  THE  BLOOD. 
this  they  seem  qmte  to  forget  that  dis- 
ease is  a  far  more  varied  and  compli-  

cated  problem  than  any  one  in  the  whole  mrj-^f«— .^«- 

range  of  the  physical  sciences,  and  that  ^  '*«  ^^^  ^  '*«  ^^^  ^"•«'- 

everv  thing  connected  with  its  causation  g^  ^ 

ishid  in  far  deeper  mystery  than  the  prin-  ',,.,...,.                j, 
ciples  of  meteorology,  of  which,  after  .  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you,  for 
continued    and  accurate   information  publication  m  your  valuable journal, 
(far  more  accurate,  be  it  remembered,  the  following  case,  in  which  the  blood 
than  can  ever  be  applied  to  disease),  was  found  deficient  in,  if  not  altogether  , 
we  are  only  beginning  to  recognise  a  void  of,  serum,  and  to  all  ap^arance 
few  outlines,    ft  is  nevertheless  much  too  thick,  in  consequence,  for  free  cir- 
to  be  regretted  that  the  medical  autho-  culation  through  the  capiUary  vessels; 
rities  in  this  country  have  paid  so  little  giving  nse  to  a  gainful,  harassing,  and 
attention  to  the  statistics  of  disease,  obstinate  complamt,  which  correspond- 
Such  records  as  do  exist   among  the  ei  with  that  in  Bateman's  work  on 
company's  troops  are  very  imperfect.  Cutaneous  Diseases,  under  the  title  of 
and  relate  chiefly  to  Europeans.   Those  Urticaria  tuberasa, 
among  the  Queen's  troops  are  more  My.  object  in    giving   it    publicity 
perfect,  but  still  leave  much  to  be  de-  through  your  pages,  is  with  the  vww 
sired.      One    very    considerable  evil  of  drawing  the  attenUon  of  the  profes-- 
arises  from  the  very  defective  nature  of  sion  to  the  state  of  the  blood  in  similar 
the  classification  of  disease  adopted  in  cases  i  hoping  that  the  inquiry  inay 
the    returns    among    the    company's  lead  to  the  true  pathology  of  the  dis- 
troops ;  and  it  will  scarcely  be  credited  ease,  and  to  a  rational  and  successful 
that  in  a  new  one,  recently  adopted  by  method  of  treatment. 
theMedical  Board,  cataract  hasgravely  A  German  sailor  was  placed  under 
been  set  down  among  nervous  diseases  J  my  care  in  the  summer  of  18^,  at 
As  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Gazettb  Archangel,  for  the  cure  of  the  above- 
may  take  an  interest  in  the  state  of  our  mentioned  complaint.    He  stated  that 
periodical  literature,  I  subjoin  a  list  of    he  had  laboured  under  the  dis^  six 
the  scientific  and  medical  journals  at  months  j  that  he  lay  a  considerable 
present  published  in  Calcutta.     The  time  m  an  hospital  m  Holland  for  rc- 
AsUtic  Society  continues  to  publish  its  lief,  from  which  he  was  discharged  as 
journal,  and  the  Medical  and  Physical  incurable  ;  that,  to  avoid  starvation,  he 
Society  publishes  occasionally  the  pa-  went  to  sea,  and  on  the  PfssMe  out 
pers  or  abstracts  of  the  papers  read  be-  from  Holland  to  Archangel,  that  his 
fore  it.    Mr.  Corbyn's  Scientific  and    complaint  grew  worse  than  ever,  de- 

Kedical  Journal  both  go  on,  and  Mr.  priving  him  of  the  use  of  nis  l^mM' 
-Clclland  ha*  lately  startcdajoumal  of   and  compelling  him  Uptake  to  his  bed. 
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His  whole  body  was  covered  with       Under   these   circnimtences    I    re- 
painful  and  intolerably  itchy  swellings,    solved,    though   the  strength  of   the 
of  the  size  aiid  shape  of  an  almond,    patient  and  the  state  of  the  pulse  con- 
white  at  top,  and  surrounded  at  base    traindicated  such  a  step,  to  take  some 
by  a  rose-coloured  blush,  which  in-    blood  from  his  arm ;  and  though  I  had 
creased  ih  intensity  as  night  approach-    made  a  free  opening  in  the  vein,  which 
ed.    His  legs  and  arms  were  swelled,    was  large,  it  was  with  much  difflcttlty 
stiff,  and  painful ;  as  also  his  eyelids,    I    succeeded   in    getting   ten  omices 
which  he  could  hardly  raise  sufficiently    from  him.      Being  desirous  of  seeing 
to  enable  him  to  see.     The  conjunc-    whether  the  blood  would  exhibit  anv 
tivas  were  injected  with  red  blood,  and    signs  of  inflammatory  action,  I  toolc 
manifestly  affected  in  the  same  man-    every    care   of  it,    and   watched   its 
nerasthe  skin,  being  here  and  there,    coagulation.    To  my  no  small  surpriaey 
especially  towards  the  inner   angles,    I  found,  after  it  had  coagulated  and 
swelled.    The  eyes  had  a  slimy  glassy    stood  some  time  in  that  state,  that 
appearance,  betokening  some  distress    thera  was  no  separation   into  semm 
within  the  head.    He  complained  of  a    and  crassamentum,  but  that  it  formed 
dull  pain  and  sense  of  weight  in  his    one  dense  mass  of  crassamentum,  of  a 
head,  with  great  intolerance  of  light,    highly  red  colour,  strictly  adhering  to 
His  pulse  was  small,  weak,  and  of  the    the  sides  of  the  plate,  on  the  margins 
natural  speed ;  he  had  no  appetite  for    of  which,  where  some  blood  had  slowly 
food,   but   drank    a   good  deal ;    his    trickled  from  the  arm,  were  streaks  or 
tongue  was  white,  and  his  bowels  cos-    bands  of   fibrin,  of  considerable  te- 
tive  $    he   discharged    a    considerable    nacity.     Thinking  that  it  might  not 
quantity  of  urine,  which  emitted  almost    have  stood  a  sufRcient  time,  I  put  the 
immediately  after  being  voided  an  am-    plate  in  a  cool  place  till  next  day, 
moniacal  odour ;  he  had  frequent  nau-    when,  however,   there   was   not    the 
sea,  but  seldom  or  ever  vomited.    On    slightest  appearance  of  serum  obserra- 
examining  the  region  of  the  liver,  pres-    ble  ;    nor  was  there   any   separation 
'  sure  gave  nim  some  pain ;  externally,    between  the    crassamentum    and  the 
however,  there  was  no  fulness  observa-    sides  of  the  vessel  to  lead  me  to  think 
ble.    Towards  evening  the  pain  and    that    evaporation    had    taken    place, 
itchinf  increased,   and   continued  to    After  the  bleeding,  the  patient  express- 
keep  him  in  torments  all  night.    As    ed  himself  a  little  reheved  from  the 
mominff   approached   both    remitted,    pain  and  weight  in  the  head ;  and  on 
leaving  nim  weak  and  exhausted.  the  whole  he  passed  a  better  night. 

Considering  the  disease  as  proceed-  It  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  the 
ing  from  a  disordered  state  of  the  sto-  peculiar  state  of  the  blood,  which  I 
mach  and  biliary  orfi;ans,  I  directed  my  aescribed,  from  whatever  source  it 
attention  towards  tne  removal  of  the  might  derive  its  origin,  was  the  canse 
same,  prescribing  for  this  purpose  the  of  the  eruption,  and  of  the  train  of 
usual  means ;  as  calomel,  saline  effer-  harassing*  symptoms  attending  it  (the 
vescing  draughts,  taraxacum,  &c.  blood  bein^  too  thick  for  free  circulation 

After  makin^r  use  of  these  for  six  through  the  capillary  vessels) ;  and 
days,  I  had  no  reason  to  flatter  myself  that  tne.  only  chance  of  relieving  the 
with  having  made  any  impression  on  patient  was  to  restore  its  watery  con- 
the  disease.  Ifthe  bowels  were  brought  stituents  For  this  purpose,  and  to 
to  a  proper  state,  the  pain  in  the  reeion  reduce  the  quantity  of  fibrin,  I  know 
of  the  liver  diminished,  and  the  white  of  no  remedy  equu  to  frequent  bleed- 
tongue  removed,  the  eruption  was  ing  from  the  system.  I  accordingly 
much  worse,  the  pain,  itching,  and  bled  the  patient  again,  to  the  extent  of 
redness  being  much  increased.  Nor  a  pint ;  put  him  on  a  thin  wateiydiet ; 
was  the  warm-bath,  nor  hydrocyanic  prescribed  hyd.  c.  magnes.  twice  a-day, 
acid,  applied  externally  in  the  shape  and  continued  the  use  of  saline 
of  lotion,  of  the  sUghtest  benefit  to  draughts,  with  an  excess  of  alkali,  and 
assuage  nis  sufferings.  The  patient  of  ext.  taraxad,  with  an  infusion  of 
observed  to  me  that  he  felt  much  calumba,  in  order  to  restore  the  diges- 
worse  immediately  after  purgation,  and  five  organs  to  a  healthy  action,  m>m 
upon  close  observation ;  I  found  that  a  derangement  of  which  I  suspected 
he  was  correct.  His  headache  and  the  peciuiar  state  of  the  blood  to  oriffi- 
intolerance  of  light  were  also  increased,    nate.     On  examining  the  blood  after 
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occasion,  except    that  there    were  a  i^W(2ay,/tme25,  1841. 

few  drops  of  limpid  watery  fluid  here  .: — 

and  there  on  the  suiiace  of  the  clot,  "  Uoet  omnibus Jicet  etimm  mihl,  dignitatem 

as  if  they  had  oozed  from  it.  '^'?*  MedUi^  tueri ;  potestM  modo  ventendi  in 

After    this     second    bleeding,     the  P«^l«um  sit.  dlcendi  periculum  non  recu.o.»» 

patient  experienced  decided  relief :  his  ....^                 icbro. 

kftt^''te"«dn^rof  uS^c'SS  APOTHECARIES  ..  CHEMISTS, 

junctivs  had  disappeared ;  during  the  Thb  opinions  given  by  the  four  Judges 

day  the  eruption  was  hardly  observable,  of  the  Court  of   Queen's  Bench,  in 

and  gave  no  trouble ;    at  night,  how-  making  the  rule  absolute  for  a  new  trial 

ever.  It  visited  him  regularly,  with  its  .    .,  .                                 .           ,     T 

usual  train  of  symptoms,  but  in  a  much  *^  *^^  *^^'  ^^^^  ^  unammous  that  m 

less  violent  degree.  "^®  former  trial  the  Jury  had  been  mis- 

In  this  state  the  patient  left  me,  dir^ted  by  Mr.  Baron  Maule,  and  it  is 

being  obliged  to  proceed  to  sea  with  go  evident  that  but  for  this  misdirection 

ms  vessel;  and  whether  he  continued  *i,«  ^^.j,- 4.  _    u  v        ,          ,.«. 

to  improve,  or  whether  he  relapsed  t^e  verdict  would  have  been  different, 

into  his  former  state,  I  do  not  know.  ^°**  **  "  no  more  than  reasonable  to  an- 

The  questions  which  present  them-  ticipate  that  the  result  of  the  new  trial 

selves  for  solution,  as  connected  with  will  be  the  reverseofthelast,  and  that  the 

1.  W^;  uJeTruption,  with  its  train  ^^f  ^r  of  Apothecaries  wiU  havetheir 
of  symptoms,  owing,  as  I  suspected,  to  "K"^  restored.  But  even  if  this  be 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  blood  de-  the  case,  the  difficulties  that  will  still 
scribed,  and  thus  proving  that  the  be  in  the  way  of  materially  amending 
Boerhaavian  doctrine  of  lentor  or  spis-  the  evils  of  the  present  unsettled  state 
situde  of  the  blood  is  not  without  some  -  -  .  ,  .  .,  "'^•'wu  buu,c 
foundation  P  ^^  professional  privileges  will  be  very 

2.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  dis-  great. 

eased  state  of  the  blood  P      Was  it  A  list  has,  we  believe,  been  already 

frt •  ^ V  ^"""^^  derangement  of  ^ade  out  of  twelve  hundred  pereons 

the  digestive  organs?     Or  was  the  «i.^  •^*i.    *     ^i.       .    .  ^^        i^*«»vuo 

derangid  state  Served  in  this  case  ^t«>»  i^  t*^eApothecanes' Company  can 

an  efiect,  not  a  cause  P  "^v  establish  the  rights  which  they 

3.  Mi£[ht  not  the  kidneys  have  been  claim  in  this  action,  will  be  liable  to 
leased  in  such  a  manner  as  to  drain  their  prosecution,  each  with  much  pro- 
the  blood  of  all  its  serous  constituents  ?  K«Kn;«.«  «r -„«.«;«  -a-  •«  .• 
This  nnestion  su^^te  itself  from  the  ^^^^^^  of  suffermg  conviction.    But  if 


sorry  that  I  had  foreotten,  or  neglected,  it  does  not  include  a  tithe  part  of  the 

to  determine  whether  the  unne  was  -.«-«  #^Ak*.<i««<.    -«:«  *  *i:     ji     .,_ 

albuminous  or  not)  open  offenders    against  the  Apothc- 

In  support  of  the  opinion  that  the  *»"««  ^^t;  nor  is  it  possible  to  put  an 

eruption  was  owing,  to  want  of  sufficient  end  to  the  practices  by  which  it  is 

fluidity  of  the  blood,  was  the  fact  that  more  quietly  but  yet  mora  extensively 

purpng,  which  is  well  known  to  di-  ^^^    j„  f^^  the  evasion  of  the 

minish  the  watery  constituents  of  the  .   .  .                 ,                 «wwii  «*  we 

blood,  always  exasperated  the  disease.  ^^^  »  umversal  among  the  retail  che- 

I  am,  sir,  mists  and  druggists ;  or,  if  not  univer- 
Your  obedient  servant,  sal,   at    least  any  one  who  chooses 
•^®"%^^^*«'  evades  it  as  often  as  he  pleases,  and  to 
9,  Adttn  street,  AddpU,  ^^^  extent  that  he  may  think  profit- 
June  SI,  1841.  able ;  and  the  few  exceptions  are  to  be 

found  among  those  whose  business  as 

/wre  chemists  and  druggnts  is  so  laige 
as  to  yield  them  better  returns  than 


6&4  APOTHECARIES  VBB8US  CHEMISTS. 

they  could  obtain  in  practice  as  small  But  even  if  the  Apotheoaxiea'  Act 
and  cheap  apothecaries.  With  these  could  be  so  enforced  as  to  pot  an  «nd 
exceptions  all  chemists  are  practitioners  to  the  contraband  practice  of  all  drug'- 
of  medicine ;  all  are  vurtually  apothe-  gists,  and  to  make  the  rights  of  an 
caries ;  and  the  differences  between  apothecary  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
them  depend  only  on  the  degree  of  ap-  the  Licentiates  of  the  worshipful  So* 
proximation  which  they  make  towards  ciety,  we  are  notconfident  that  the  result 
being  physicians,  and  even  operating  would  be  beneficial  to  the  pubUc.  It  is 
surgeons ;  for  of  late  they  have  become  not  more  to  the  honour  of  the  profession 
in  no  few  instances  myotomisU,  and  than  it  is  to  the  expense  of  the  public's 
curers  of  various  distortions.  So  that  purse,  that  apothecaries  have  of  ^te 
if  a  jury  were  set  to  determine,  as  a  years  risen  so  much  in  scientific  iBnk, 
qwation  of  fact,  not  (as  they  were  in  and  that  now  many  occupy  plaera 
the  late  trial)  what  was  the  differ^ce  among  the  highest  in  the  pubHc  con- 
between  a  chemist  and  an  apothecary  fidence.  But  the  attainment  of  this 
in  1814,  but  what  is  now  the  difference  higher  position  has  not  only  .required 
between  them  in  1841,  it  would  really  be  a  much  more  prolonged^  and  difficult 
very  difficult  for  them  to  decide.  In  fact,  course  of  education,  but,  after  each 
the  two  are  but  one  class,  whose  mem-  possessor  has  attained  it,  has  de- 
hers  differ  from  each  other  not  in  kind,  manded,  or*  at  least  expected,  for  its 
but  only  in  degree :  in  the  degree,  we  maintenance,  a  much  higher  rate  of 
mean,  in  which  each  separates  himself  expense.  In  a  word,  to  be  an  apothe- 
from  the  simple  business  of  selling  drugs  cary  now-a-days  costs  much  more  than 
and  other  related  articles,  to  those  who  it  did  twenty-six  years  ago,  and  that 
apply  for  them,  and  raises  himself  to  portion  of  the  public  who  could  afford 
the  verbal  recommendation  of  the  drugs  to  employ  and  maintain  the  whole  So- 
which  he  himself  sells,  or  to  the  written  ciety  of  Apothecaries  then,  cannot  do 
prescription  of  drugs  to  be  bought  of  so  now,  and  therefore  look  to  a  new 
himself  or  of  another.  In  law,  how-  class  to  supply  their  necessities — sqfeiy 
ever,  the  difference  is  more  easily  de-  if  it  be  possible,  but  chw^ly  at  aU 
fined.    The  chemist,  as  we  shewed  last  events. 

week,  if  he  will  keep  strictly  within  Of  course  not  even  a  chemist  would 

the  law,  has  nothing  to  do  with  dis-  pretend  for  a  moment  that  any  but  very 

eases,    but    to  sell  the  drugs  which  old  women  would  apply  for  his  aer« 

others  ask  for  at  his  counter.  vices,  except  for  their  being  cheaper 

But  law  not  enforced,  or  law  that  than  those  of  better  qualified  prac- 

cannot  be  put  in  action  as  often  as  it  titioners ;  the  cost  therefore  is  the  only 

is  infringed  upon,  is,  to  the  majority  circumstance  on  which  a  competition 

even  of  honest  men,  no  law  at  ail,  and  can  be  entered  into.    But  it  may  be  a 

if  the  public  are  to  receive  the  protec-  reasonable  question,  whether,  in  defer- 

tion  which  the  Apothecaries'  Act  was  ence  to  the  opinion  which  the  public 

Resigned,   and,- at   the    time    of  its  so  plainly  express  by  their  acU  in  this 

enactment,  was  very  well  adapted  to  matter,  some  thing  should  not  speedily 

afford,  they  must  look  to  some  other  be  done  to  avert  the  evil  which  they 

power  for  it    The  foree  of  this  is  al-  are  bringing  upon  themselves.     The 

ready  deeply  damaged  by  the  number  public  it  is  plain  wiU  employ  chemists 

of  attacks  made  upon  it,  and  there  is  and  druggists  for  the  treatment  of  theic 

now  much  danger,  if  it  be  put  in  action  maladies.    Can  they  be  prevented  from 

too  rapidly,  or  with  too  great  energy,  doisg  so  P    No ;  the  Apothecaries'  Act 

that  it  will  go  utterly  to  pieces.  has  not  force  enough  toprevent  chemisU 
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from  practising.  Can  they  be  safel/per-  at  any  rate,  if  he  is  not  quite  so  safe  an 
mitted  to  do  so  P  No  j  chemists  know  adviser,  yet  there  is  less  difference  in 
no  more  of  practice  than  they  do  of  the  degrees  of  safety  than  in  the  price, 
astrology,  and  are  in  no  respect  more  Nor  can  the  public  be  instructed  to 
fit  to  treat  any  disease  than  the  patient  belieye  better  things  than  therie:  and  it 
himself  is.  Can,  then,  the  licensed  is  vain  to  expect  that  they  will  do  right 
apothecaries,  who  are  fit  to  treat  diseases  till  there  is  scarcely  any  wrong  way  in 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  compete  on  which  they  can  go.  Now  we  believe  this 
equal  terms  (knowledge  excepted)  with  state  of  things  would  be  nearly  attained 
the  chemists  and  druggists  P  No ;  they  if  druggists  were  licensed  to  be  practi- 
cannot  descend  from  the  position  which  tioners  in  the  lower  departments  of 
they  have  attained  at  considerable  medicine,  and  were  licensed  upon  ex- 
expense  and  labour,  to  that  in  which  hibiting  at  an  examination  as  much 
any  man  may  place  himself  at  pleasure,  knowledge  of  practical  physic  as  should 
and  that  too  with  a  very  small  stock  in  a^rd  a  tolerable  jg;uarantee  that  they 
trade.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  for  the  would  avoid  doing  mischief,  and  could 
preservation  of  the  public  who  will  not,  do  some  good. 

or  rather  cannot,  guide  themselves  in  In  determining  the  standard  of 
such  matters,  and  ofwhom  the  great  mass  knowledge  with  which  one  should 
often  have  their  lives  put  in  jeopardy  be  admissible  to  the  license,  it  ought 
by  being  entrusted,  at  the  time  when  especially  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it 
medicine  might  most  avail,  to  those  in  need  not  be  so  high  as  to  require 
whose  hands  remedies  may  be  either  for  its  attainment  a  long  or  expen* 
inert '  or  poisonous,  but  can  never  be  sive  course  of  education ;  for  if  this 
certain,  or  even  likely,  to  have  a  bene-  were  the  case  the  progress  of  the 
ficial  influence  P  We  believe  nothing  apothecaries  would  be  imitated  by  the 
will  be  of  advantage  to  them  but  the  chemists,  and  the  latter  would  soon  be 
securing  that  chemists  should  be  made  involved  in  the  same  difficulties  as  the 
in  a  measure  fit  for  the  practice  of  the  former  have  now  to  contend  against, 
more  simple  parts  of  medicine.  For  as  soon  as  the  entrance  to  a  profes* 
The  demand  for  this  change  is  not  sion  or  a  trade  is  made  more  difficult 
made  in  the  clamour  of  a  few,  nor  is  it  and  more  expensive,  men  higher  in 
even  quietly  expressed  by  many ;  yet  it  rank,  and  of  more  ambition,  straightway 
is  expressed  more  plainly  than  wordd  enter  it;  and  these,  as  they  must  main- 
could  do  it  by  the  practice  and  custom  tain  themselves  at  least  in  the  station  in 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  public.  If  which  they  were  bom  and  educated,  re« 
the  people  knew  the  utter  absence  of  quire  a  proportionably  higher  ranune^ 
safety  in  employing  druggists  as  medi-  ration  than  their  predecessors.  This  hat 
cal  practitioners,  we  have  no  doubt  that  been  often  abundantly  proved  in  our 
they  would  petition  in  numbers  for  a  profession,  and  if  opportunity  wera 
measure  like  that  to  which  we  allude ;  again  given  to  prove  it  in  the  case  of 
but  the  truth  is,  that  they  are  unable  the  chemists  licensed  and  made  prac« 
to  judge  of  any  merits  comparatively,  titioners,  we  should  immediately  after 
however  widely  different  they  may  be ;  the  proof  find  that  a  class  would  spring 
and  many  of  them  believe  (their  np  from  among  thegrocers,  or  some  other 
hopes  all  the  while  prompting  and  en-  now  unaspiring  tradesmen,  who  would 
couraging  their  thoughts)  that  for  most  take  the  position  at  present  occupied  by 
sicknesses  a  druggist  will  do  just  as  the  druggists,  and  constitute  what  the 
well  aa  a  licensed  practitioner  ;  or  that,  public  wUl  have  at  all  times,  and  under 
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all  circumstances,  whether  compatible  .  With  regard  to  the  degree  of  knoi 
with  their  own  safety  or  not — a  class  of  ledge  which  should  be  deemed  necct 
cheap  medical  practitioners.  sary  for  obtaining  a  license    to    tJx 

We  repeat,  then,  let  the  chemists  be    amount  of  practice,  we  think  it  slioul 
licensed  as  soon  as  they  prove  them-    include  a  general  acquaihtance  ^withth 
selves  fit  to  practise,  and  let  them  be    chief  parts  of  anatomy  and  pliysiolog} 
licensed  under  such  circumstances  that    a  practical  familiarity  with  the  appeal 
they  may  be  the  cheap  practitioners,    ances  and  the  uses  of  the  materia  me 
and  may  continue  to  be  so  as  long  as    dica,  and  apracticalluiowledge  of  thos^ 
possible ;  for  the  admission  of  another    parts  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
class,  even  to  a  pretence  of  practice,    treatment  of  which  the  licentiate  is  to 
would  be  intolerable.    And  in  recom-    be  engaged.    Such  a  knowledge  as  thix 
mending  this  plan  we  must  have  it  ob-    might  be  attained  by  two  year's  dis- 
served, that  no  injury  would  fall  upon    pensing  of  medicine,  either  during  an 
the  general  practitioner  if  it  were  adopt-    apprenticeship  to  a  practising  druggist, 
ed:  the  practice  of  a  chemist  would  not    or  after  the  completion  of  an  appren- 
be  extended  by  a  license ;  the  only  dif-    ticeship  to  one  not  practising;  and  by 
ference  would  be,  that  what  he  nowdoes    attendance  for  a  session  on  lectures  on 
unlicensedandignorantly,  he  would  then    anatomy,  medicine,  and  surgery,  and 
do  legally,  and  perhaps  with  knowledge    the  materia  medica,  and  by  dissections 
and  utility.    If  any  think  that  such  a    during  the  same  period, 
plan  would  legalize  infringement  upon       ^e  can  easily  imagine  that  one  ob- 
their  privileges,  we  can  only  remind   jection  to  this  plan  will  be,  a  "  little 
them,  that    they   can  never  hope  to    knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing ;"  and 
prevent    the    infringements    of  their    we  shall  therefore  at  once  reply  to  it, 
privileges,    which  are  already  carried    that  a  little  knowledge  is  not  dangerous 
on  in   every  street  of  the  kingdom ;    except  when  its  possessor  regards  it  as 
and  that,  in  its  relation  to  their  pro-    great  knowledge,  or  when  it  is  employed 
fits,  it  can  make  no  difference  whe-    about  great  things.    Both  of  these  con- 
ther  they  are  diminished  by  the  law  or    ditions  might  easily  be  provided  for  in 
against  the  law.  the  future  management  of  the  practice 

With  respect  to  the  extent  to  which  of  a  chemist's  business ;  or  even  if  they 
a  licensed  chemist  might  be  allowed  to  could  not,  yet  still  when  men  do  already 
practise,  we  think  that  it  shoUld  be  pretend  to  great  knowledge,  and  occupy 
limited  to  that  class  of  patients  who  themselves  in  important  offices,  it  w^ould 
can  present  themselves  at  his  counter,  be  better  that  they  should  have  a  little 
This  would  include  all  those  who  suffer    knowledge  than  none  at  alL 

from  ephemeral  disorders,  and  from  

them  upwards  to  those  who  suffer  from    COMPOUND  NATURE  OF  SOME  OP 
diseases  similar  to  those  which  are  com-        THE  SUPPOSED  ELEMENTARY 
monly  observed  among  the  out-patiente  SUBSTANCES, 

of  hospitals,  and  of  non-visiting  dis-       coNVBasioN  of  carbon  ikto  suicon. 

pensaries — ^a  class  amply  sufficient  to  The  Edinburgh  savans  have,  during  the 

afford   a   handsome  remuneration  to  ^^  f^^  weeks,  been  labouring  under 

th««whoa«cap.bJ,oftaktagch«^  --f S^J^^^^SS^^--^-- 

of  them.    The  restnction  should  be,  physician  of  that  city  ?   which  disced 

that  a  chemist  should  not  visit  a  patient  veries,  if  true,  will  create  a  complete 

at  his  own  house:  the  care  of  such  as  evolution  in  chemistiy,  as  well  as  in 

cannot,  or  will  not,  leave  their  beds  or    ^^^^  "S!*"  p!!!!!f  k*  a  '*  ""^  ^^i^^"^^ 
^.    .  I.     iji    1  A*   au   I.-  i>       *"**  *  Dr.  Brown  had  positively snc- 

their  rooms,  should  be  left  to  the  higher    ceedcd  in  converting  carbon  into  sili, 

classes  of  the  profession.  con,  and  that  Professor  Christison  had 
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/:  '         repeated  his   experiments,  and  found  some  critical  obiervatiofis  on  (lie  liistory  of 

^  ^^         them  to  be  correct ! !    Furthermore.it  the  discorery  of  the  remarluble  body,  pum- 

i  liaa          was  stated  that  Dr.  Brown  was  occupied  cyanogen,  proved  by  a  selection  of  ezperi- 

I'tii          with  the  transmutation  of  other  sup-  mcnts,  that,  once  formed,  it  can  never  be 

*,             posed  elementary  8ub8tances,and  that  he  '^solved  into  cyanogen  again,  and  made  it 

*°^           had  succeeded  m  converting  iron  into  ©▼ident  that  the  cyanogen  obtained  from  it 

si^-r"         rhodium ;  and  we  understand  that  spe-  by  Profeaaor  Joh^tone  (Hul.  Trans.  1838), 

cimens  of  the  metals  have  been  pubUcly  ^•^  *>°^y  ^"^  retained  by  the  absorptive 

exhibited,  though  thepiocessforeffect.  Sr^:!^?!^;^^*:!;.  S'^'Z'n'l^'l'' 

. j,u    *            *l.  *j      V          A    >.*  u -.  t**®  P^P^ff  nowever,  was  to  make  out,  br  a 

rng  the  transmutation  lias  not  yet  been  ^.rfi^Sf  experimento.  that  Me  Hcjfonuretqf 

pubhshed.      Rumour  also  reports  the  y^rcury,  dicompoted  under  kiffhprei9urel!, 

conversion    of    oxygen  into  sulphur,  U  rmoived  into  mercuty  tmd  paraeyanoffen: 

magnesium  mto  calcium,  and  the  de-  and  in  the  coarse  of  the  experimental  details, 

composition  of  arsenicum*.  Dr.  Brown  described  a  **  differential  baro- 

For  several  years  past  chemisto  have  meter,"  which  he   used   to   estimate  the 

been  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  two  degree   of  preisure    (1*78)   nnder   which 

or  even  three  substances,   possessing  cyanogen    is    separated    from   mercury  as 

very  dissimilar  physical  ana  chemical  paracyanogen. 

properties,  may  be  composed  of  the  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  part  of  this 

same  elements,  and  in  the  same  relative  novel  contribution  to  the  science  of  che- 

quantity.  Thus  cyanogen  gas  is  a  com-  mistry,  was  that  which  contained  the  author's 

pound  of ^^^^  ^^  ^^  oonstitntion  of  paracyanogen,  and 

2  atoms  Carbon  =  12  of  isomeric  groups  of  bodies  ingeneral.  He  re- 
1  atom  Nitrojren  !  =  14  presents  paracyanogen  as  a  cyanide  of  cyano- 
.  gen,  C^and  Oy,  a  compound  of  two  *  *  equaland 

1  atom  Cyanogen  .     =     26  "'""^  atoms."     Our  space  does  not  admit 

'     ^  of  tL  statement  of  his  argument ;  suffice  it. 

And    paracvanogen,    a    brown    solid,  that  once  established,  it  deeply  affects  the 

is  composed  (according  to  Professor  doctrines  of  affinity  and  constitution  which 

Johnstone)  oi —  have  hitherto  been  laid  down,  and  affords  a 

8  atoms  Carbon           =     48  practical  foundation  for  an  hypothesis  of  the 

4  atoms  Nitrogen  .     ==     56  composition    of   the   elements,   susceptible 

"'                          .^ —                  ■  either  of  establishment   or  refutation  by 

.1'                          1  atom  Paracyanogen  =104  experiment. 

Now  12  :  14  : :  48  :  56.     So  ^at  the  ^^^  ^^^     which  rtaiids  in  the  way  of 

relative  proportions    of     carbon    and  ^  conception  of  the  chemical  union  of  two 

nitrogen   m   these  two  bodies  ns  the  ..equal  and  simUar  atoms,"  Dr.  Brown ex- 

^               same.      Such    substances    are    called  plained  that  the  perception  of  that  very  diffi- 

isomeric   (from  Urof,  equal,  and  /i^pos,  ^ulty  on  his  part,  had  been  the  mental 

part),  initiative  of  his  experimenta. 

On  the  15th  February,  1840,  a  paper  We  understand  that  this  memoir  is  to  be 

\               was  read    to  -the    Hoyal    Society  of  followed  by  another,  on  the  transmutation 

Edinburgh —  of  carbon  into  silicon,  or,  at  all  eventa,  of 

'  some  one  element  into  some  other. 

On  the  Freparation  i^  Paracyanogen  ;  and 

on  the  ieomeriem  tf  Cyanogen  and  Para-  The   following  is   a  notice  of   Dr. 

cyanogen.     By  Samubl   M.    Brown,  Brown's    paper,  read    at    the    Royal 

M.D.f  Society  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  3d  of 

\                   In  this  memoir,  the  author,  after  making  May,    1841,    on    the    conversion    of 

^                carbon  into  silicon,  nven  in  Sir  W. 

•  By  the  way,  Dr.  Larabe  (Medical  and  Expe-  Jardine's  Annals  and  Magazine  of  Na- 

rbmemtal  Jnfmirw  into  the  Origin,  Hympfemt^and  .        ,  Hi.t^rv  ifw  JiinP 

i                  Cure  af  dmetiUtional  Dieedeee,  Condon,  1805),  tural  WlStory  lor  June, 
long  since  Maertrd  that  aratnioaaadd  was  gene 
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procured  from  Thama  water.    The  recent  auer-  The  author  had  intimated  in  a  former 

tion  <^i>^,S!^i'^j''^^^J^  whiS"???  P^Pcr.  that  he  had  been  led  to  infer  from 

bonet.  (a  atatement  tne  accuracy  of  wnicn  w.     r-r    .»       ..    ^t.  *.  - ^    •!•       i.-*..^.... 

O.  Reea  baa  lately  denied),  and  the  alleged  cxpenment,  that  two  Ikmiliar  substances, 

diacovery  of  Dr.  Brown,  gives  additional  Interest  long  and  universally   regarded  as  distinct 

**'J'^J?*^'!?S?*2f*^L.^'"/^      I     #    u^M^t  elements,  are  only  modiilcations  of  one  and 

Sc&iuiSiSI?"    ''  the  same  material  form;  and  having  extended 
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hta  enqmrfesi  he  now  ventures  to  maintain  and  Geolo^,  in  its  widest  range,  was  alto- 

that  carbon  and  ailican  are  isomeric  bodies,  gether  nnbonnded. 

The  method  in  which  he  establishes  this  Professor  Christison  begged  to  meet  a 

proposition  is  very  simple,  and  consists  in  statement  which  he   had    understood  had 

the  description  of  a  number  of  processes  by  gone  abroad,  that  he  had  pven  a  guarantee 

which  carbon  may  be  transferred  into  silicon ;  to  the  accuracy  of  these  investigations.   Tliu 

and  crucial  experiments,  intend  to  prove  was  by  no  means  the  case.    Hie  fact  was, 

that  there  is  no  intelligible  source  of  fallacy  that,  now  for  some  time  otherwise  employed, 

in  the  processes  which  are  given.     Accord-  he  was  not  capable  of  testing  these  adndrn^ 

ingly,  the    present  communication  is  of  a  ble  experiments :  no  one,  in  fact,  eooU  d» 

freely  practical  character.    It  is  composed  so  but  a  first-rate  dialyUu  abaniit,  perlbetly 

of  five  sections :  the  first  treats  of  the  pro-  mastar  d  the  most  recent  manipulations  of 

ductUm  of  silicon  from  free  paraflyanogen ;  tiie  laboratory ;  and  he  would  warn  every 

the  second  of  the  fbnnation  of  amorphous,  one  against  coming  to  a  decision  regarding 

mixed  silicimt*- of  copper,  iron,  andplati-  these  conclusions,  well  styled  sterlA'a^,  either 

nnm»  by  tlie  reaction  of  paracyanogen'on  for  or  against  such  preliminary  investiga- 

ttese  Boetals ;  the  third,  of  the  quantity  of  tion.     At  the  same  time,  it  was  true  that  he 

BHngen  separated  from  parac]ranogen  when  had  been  familiar  with  the  details  of  the 

it  is  changed  into  nitrogen  and  silicon ;  the  inquiry ;  he  had  searched,   along  with  the 

fourth  describes  processes  for  the  preparation  author,  but  in  vain,  for  grounds  of&llacy, 

of  definite  and  crystalline  siliciurets  of  iron  and  he  formed  the  very  highest  estimate  of 

from  the  paracyanide  of  iron,  and  from  the  their  value  and  importance. 

ferrocyanide  of  potassium;   and  the  fifth  As  some  of  our  chemical  readera  may, 

gives  easy  fomuhe  for  the  extraction  of  perhaps,  be  desirous  of  submitting  Dr. 

ahcic  acid  from  the  ferrocyamde  of  potas-  fcowi^s  statemente  to  the  test  of  ex- 

sium  by  the  action  of  carbonate  of  potassa.  perfments,  we   subjoin  the  following 

Our  reason  for  noticing  this  mvestigation  |p***"«^**«»>   w*^  o«w|v***   *.u.^   xv»v^ui|^ 

:«  . :^j^i  J ^*^j  *^  *u-  ^\.z^^  ^c  directions  for  the  preparation  of  sibcic 

of  potassium  *. 

_  anhydrous  ferro- 

repeat  his  sinpdar'exp^ente,  'i«re  wiU  cy^iide  of   potassium    and    carbonate    of 

be  opened  up  a  new  sphere  of  geological  SP'^L  ™  keep  the  mixture  five  honrs 

inquiry  of  the  highest  order.     With  the  aid  (f^^  2000  grains  of  the  ferrocyamde)  at  a 

of  a  transelemental  chemistry  (for  we  under-  ^^  ^^®  ^^^'  ^  *  well-dosed  crucible  of 

stand  Dr.  Brown  has    transformed  several  hammered    iron.      The  product  yields  to 

other  elementary  forms  besides  carbon),  we  V^^  »  ™«®^  solution  of  cyanide  of  potas- 

may  approach  the  subject  of  the  molecular  ■"*"»  undecomposed  carbonate  of  potasaa, 

genesis  of  the  earth;   and  the   geological  »nd  silicate  of  potassa.    The  silicic  acid  may 

relathms  of   carbon  and  siticon    are  cer-  ^  separated  by  adding  an  excess  of  hydro- 

tainly    sufficiently    striking     to     warrant  cWoric  acid,  ignition,  and  elutriation." 

the  entertainment  of  this  hope.     As  it  is,  It.would  be  premature  at  present  to 

there  are  several  pointe  in  natural  history  criticise  Dr.  Brown's  paper,  inasmuch 

which  seem  to  be  illustrated  by  the  particu-  ^  its  accuracy  must  be  established  ot 

lar  case  of  transformation  now  in  hand.    As  disproved  b^  experiment,  and  not  by 

one  instance,  we  could  specify  the  siliceous  mere  reasoning.    We  regret  much  that 

character  of  many  organic  remains,  found  in  the  reports  of  it  hitherto  published 

in  circumstances  in  which  the   source  of  no  mention  is  made  of  the  quantity  of 

nlicon  is  perplexing  and  nnmtelligibhi.  silicic  acid  obtained  from  a  given  weight 

In  the  discussion  which  followed.  Professor  of  ingredients  used:  because  if  the  quan- 

Traillremarked.  that  though  he  hadnot  hadan  tity  be  relatively  small,  the  probability 

opportunity  of  rep^ing  Dr.  Brown'sexpwi-  ig  that  the  conclusions  of  the  author 

ments,  yet,  ^om  his  acquamtance  with  that  ^re  erroneous;  for  the  obvious  sources  of 

K?^*^:       ^.v  ■^^.i,T'"^^'*"*K^  smaU  quantities  of  siUcic  acid  in  the 

v^e^  'J^'±^^rT^1^^^^  -bove  Experiments  would  be.the  glass 


wur  reason  ror  noucing  uus  mvesoganon  ^'      ^        r     ax.  a 

4n  a  periodical  devoted  to  the  ol^e^  of  Erections  for  the  preparat 

natural  history,  is  this:  if  Dr.  Brown's  acid  from  ferrocyamde  of 
observations  be  corroborated  by  those  who  .^  y^  weights  of  an 


great  chemist  brought  the   metalloids  to  ^^^  ferrocyamde  of  potassiumf. 

light,    no    investigation    had    been    made  ~                                                             ' 

W~«»«tin«  «  important  to  th.  p«.  s^t^J^'^if!''  "^  "^  ""^^ 

sent,  Whose  pubhcation  would  do  honour  to  f  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  this  aal^ 

the  Society,  and  whose  interest,  as  it  le-  u  found  m  commerce,  may  contain  traces  or 

garded  the  subjects  of  Botany,  Palaxontology,  jJJJSI^*  ***^^*uon  "  ^  P***"^  or  iron  pot 
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DRUGS   ON   SALE   IN   THE   ENGLISH   MARKET, 

With  tbeir  Prices  and  seTerml  Duties. 

(From  ths  Official  Returns,  June  S,  1841. > 


4 


Aloes,  Barbadoes,  D.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bo c 

Cape,  BD.  ..^ c 

Anise,  Ou  of,  Ocnnan,  D.p....lb 

E.1.   .! lb 

AaaiioBtida,  b«d*     .•...••••••■•-  c 

Balsam,  Canada,  o.p lb 

Copaiba,  bo lb 

Peru,  BD lb 

Bensoin  (best)  BO c 

Camphor,  unrefined,  bo c 

Cantnariaes,  D.P lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  o.p lb 

Cascarillaor  Eleatheria  Bark,D.p.c. 

Cassia,  OU  of,  bd lb 

GMtor  Oil,East  India,  bd lb 

West  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  Iftlb 

Castoreom,  American lb 

D.P.       Hudson's  Bay lb 

Catechu,  BD.  Pale    c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (Crown) ....  lb 

BD.  Bed    lb 

'    TeUow  lb 

Colocynth,  TnrkcT lb 

D.P.      Mogaaore lb 

Calomba  Root,  BD. c 

Cabebs,  BD c 

Gamboge,  BD c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Goidactim,  d.p lb 

Gnm  Arabic, Turkey,  fine,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  . .  c 
Barbary,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  d.p c 

B.  I.  fine  yellow,  bd.  c 
Do.  dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senegal  garbUngs,  o.p c 

TrsAcanth,  D.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Uchen),  d.p lb 

Ipecaenanha  Root,  B.D lb 

M4>,BD lb 

■anna,  flaky,  BD lb 

Sicilian,  BD lb 

Mnak,  China,  BD os 

Myrrh,  East  India,  bd c 

Torkey,  bd c 

Nnx Vomica,  bd.. lb 

Opinm,  Turkey.  BD lb 

Peppermint,  Oil  of,  F.  bd lb 

Qiucksilver,  BD lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bd lb 

Dntch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  BD lb 

SalTron,  French,  BO lb 

Snuiish lb 

SarsapariDa,  Honduras,  bd lb 

Lisbon,  bd lb 

Scammony,  Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Aleppo    lb 

Senna,  East  India,  bd lb 

Alexandria,  d.p lb 

SUyma,  d.p lb 

Tripoli,  D.p lb 


tit  BD.InBoDd.-c.  Cwt.-B.P.  British  FoasesBionB.—F. Foreign.— d.p.  Duty  paid. 
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IRITIS   OCCURRING  SOON   AFTER 

THE  EXHIBITION  OF  A  MEIU 

CURIAL  COURSE ; 

CT7RKD  BT  A  SUBSBftUXNT  COURSE. 

John  Patrick,  a  seaman,  bom  in  England, 
aged  23  years,  admitted  into  New  York 
Hospital,  November  17th,  1838,  with 
phymosis  and  chancres  within  the  prepuce. 
The  prepuce  was  split  open,  blue  pills 
were  given  internally,  and  black  wash 
applied  to  the  sores.  The  mouth  became 
tore,  the  ch&ncres  healed,  and  the  mer- 
curial remedies  were  discontinued. 

December  19th. — The  patient  was  at- 
tacked with  iritis.  Ordered  Calomel  gr. 
ij.  and  Opium  gr.  i,  erery  three  hours. 
Emp.  Epispast.  nuchas.  On  the  2l8t,  the 
gums  became  sore,  and  the  iritis  began 
rapidly  to  subside. 

25tb. — Proftise  salivation ;  ezceasire  sore- 
ness and  swelling  of  the  mouth ;  the 
symptoms  of  iritis  have  nearly  disappeared. 
The  mouth  was  directed  to  be  washed  with 
a  weak  solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead, 
and  pills  of  acetate  of  lead  and  opium  were 
given  internally.  In  a  few  days  the  mouth 
became  well,  and  there  were  no  traces 
remaining  of  iritis. — New  York  Journal  tf 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLEMBN  AOMITTBD  MEMBERS. 

Friday,  June  11. 

Joshoa  Barlow.— John  Bennet.— Robert  Smith 
Davison.— Henry  James  Shirley. — Matthewson 
Corry.— Samuel  Adamson  Homan.— John  Franks 
Chittenden.— Charles  Futford.— Charles  Day.— 
Michael  DanieU.— John  WiUiam  Moore  Miller. 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmokton,  Latitude  5lo  37'  32" iV. 
Longitude  Q°  3' 51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


June. 
Wednesday  16 
Thursday..  17 
Friday.  .  .  18 
Saturday  .  19 
Sunday  .  .  90 
Monday .  .  31 
Tuesday    .  32 


Thbbmombtbr. 

ftom  a6to68 

43  67 

41  77 

S3  68 

46  63 

58  67 

49  67 


Babombtbr* 
to 


30-13 
30*05 
39-81 
39-63 
29-74 
39-75 
80*05 


30*13 
29*95 
39*61 
39-65 
39-65 
89*96 
30*03 


Prevailing:  wind  S.W. 

On  the  16th  clear;  the  17th,  morning  cloudy, 
otherwise  clear ;  the  18th  clear,  exce|it  the  even- 
ing ;  the  19th,  morning:  cloudy,  with  rain,  other- 
wise  clear  ;  the  30th,  mominff  clear,  afternoon 
cloudy,  sunshine  at  times,  evening:  overcast,  with 
rain ;  the  3l8t  i^nerally  clear,  fkiquent  showers 
durinji:  the  day ;  the  33a  clear. 

Thunder  Storm.— k  storm  of  thunder  and  vivid 
lifhtninff,  accompanied  with  remariiable  heavy 
run,  and  hail  of  an  unusual  size,  firom  about  7 
till  30  minutes  past,  on  the  eveninjf  of  Friday 
last,  the  18th  instant. 

Rain  fallen,  755  of  an  inch,  of  which  415  f^ll 
during  the  thunder  storm  of  the  18th. 

Ch  \blb9  Hbnbt  Adams. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  DR.  LONSDALE, 

Dbmomstrator  of  Anatoits',  Qubbn's 
CoLLBGB,  Edinburgh. 

On  Friday,  the  18th  ult.,  a  meeting  of  the 
students  of  Queen's  College  was  held  in  the 
CUss-room,  Argyle  Square,  when  Mr.  J.  M. 
Adams,  surgeon,  presented,  in  name  of  the 
Anatomical  Students,  an  el^^ant  and  valua- 
ble microscope,  by  Chevalier,  of  Psris,  to 
Dr.  H.  Lonsdale. 

The  gift  was  accompanied  by  an  address, 
signed  by  nearly  100  gentlemen  who  had 
attended  the  Doctor's  prelectiona  during  the 
Winter  Session,  testifying  to  his  zeal  and 
abilities  as  a  teacher,  and  gratefully  admow- 
ledging  the  uniform  kindness  and  attention 
which  they  had  experienced  from  him. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  endiqg 
Saturday,  the  12th  June,  1841. 

Small  Pox 34 

Measles ig 

Scarlatina  4 

Hooping  Cough  ■  s 

Croup  15 

Thrush    g 

Diarrhoea    7 

Dysentery  1 

Cholera    ....,  0 

Infloensa 2 

Typhus    99 

Erysinelas * 

syphnia  1 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  121 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 28S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  13 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  69 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c. 4 

Childbed /... 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy  o 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  ftc 4 

Rheumatism s 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 1 

Ulcer    o 

Fistula o 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c i 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Seat 90 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 47 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    ; 19 

Oiuaes  not  specified  4 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 


NOTICES. 

**  Fiat  Justitia  "  cannot  be  inserted 
except  with  the  real  signature  of  the  writer. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  have  Dr.  P.  B.'a 
paper.  We  should  have  answered  him  pri- 
vately, but  that  no  address  was  given. 

We  cannot  insert  the  letter  of  •*  A  Pro- 
vincial Physician"  unless  he  favours  us  with 
his  name. 


Wilson  U  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  been  called  marsh  miasmata,  becoose  they 

ON  THB  ^c"'  notoriously  common  in  marshy  places. 

»»,^«^*.>  «««   *  ^r,^   «»  .  .r»»*^«   ^«  B^t  ^ey  are  not  peculiar  to  marshy  places. 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OP  ^^,  thii  reason,  and  for  brerity's  iakc,  I 

PHYSIC,  prefer  using  the  single  word  malaria.     In 

IMhered  at  King',  Colltge,  Limdon,  ^.  """^f^-  *^'^\  ^'  '",  ^*°^J^ 

^            ^  '  milder  eyils  only,  and  those  not  very  often  : 

By  Db.  Watson.  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  hane  and  scourge  of  large  por- 

^ tions  of  the  world.     Whether  you  practise 

here  or  abroad,  it  is  very  fit  that  you  should 

Lectubb  XL.  know  the  qualities,  habitats,  and  habits,  of 

Concluded.  this  wide-spread  poison.    The  mildest  form 

mittent  fever,  or  ague :  but  m  climates  and 

Exciting  cause.    Malaria:  known  only  by  pieces  where  it  exists  in  greater  abundance 

its^ecU;  places  which  it  chiefly  inf Cits;  ^^  mtensity,  the  fever  becomes  remittent, 

conditions  qf  its  production ;  its  effects  ^^  ^^^  assumes  the  continued  form.     This 

upon  the  human  body ;  influence  of  soil  y^bs  led  to  strange  errors,  and  proved  a 

upon  its  evolvement.  fertile  source  of  difference  and  controversy 

The  exciting  cause  of  intermittent  and  re-  amongst  medical  men ;   not  a  few  of  whom 

mittent  fevers — the  primary  exciting  cause  I  confound  the  severe  continued  fevers  which 

mean,  that  without  which  ague  would  never  spring  from  the  malaria,  and  which  are  never 

occur  at  all— deserves  a  somewhat  particular  contagious ;  with  the  severe  continued  fevers 

consideration.     I  need  scarcely  say  that  it  usually  called  typhous,  which  are  unques- 

consists  in  certain  invisible  effluvia  or  emana-  tionably    communicable    from    person     to 

tions  frt)m  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which  person. 

were  formerly  called  marsh  miasmata,  but  The  effluvia  which  thus  form  the  sole  cx- 

to  which  it  has,of  late  years,  become  fashiona-  citing  cause  of  intermittent  and  remittent 

ble  to  apply  the  foreign  term  malaria.     In  fevers  proceed  from  the  surface  of  the  earth, 

some  respects  the  latter  designation  is  the  and  are,  probably,  gaseous/^or  aeriform  :'  at 

more  convenient  of  the  two.  any  rate  they  are  involved  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  malaria  is  a  specific  poison,  producing  But  they  are  imperceptible  by  any  of  our 

speciiic  effects  upon  the  human  body.     In  senses.       Of   their    physical    or   chemical 

its  medical  sense,  it  is  not  simply  bad  air,  qualities  we  really  know  nothing.     We  are 

or  impure  air,  although  the  word  is  loosely  made  aware  of,  their  existence  only  by  their 

employed  by  many  to  express  any  mixed  noxious  effects ;  and  the  inference  that  they 

kind  of  contamination  of  the  atmosphere,  exist  was  not  made  till  within  the  last  cen- 

Thus  we  hear  of  the  malaria  of  London  :  tury  and  a  half.     Time  out  of  mind,  indeed, 

but  ague,  even  when  it  occurs  in  London,  is  it  had  been  matter  of  common  observation 

very  seldom,  indeed,  now-a-days,  of  London  that  the  inhabitants  of  wet  and  marshy  situa- 

growth.     The  impure  air  incident  to  large  tions  were  especially  subject  to  these  definite 

and  populous  cities  is  prejudicial  enoogh  to  and  unequivocal  forms  of  disease.     But  the 

health,  as  I  fonnerly  took  occasion  to  shew  Italian  physician,  Lancisi,  was  the  first,  so 

you:  but  it  does  not  ^enera/e  fever :  neither  far  as  I  know,  to  put   forth  distinct  ideas 

continued  fever,  nor  intermittent.  concerning  malaria,  in  his  book,  published 

The  emanations  which  cause   ague  have  about    1695,  De  noxiis  paludum  effluviis. 

709.— XXVIII.  2  O 
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This  is  the  great  original  work  upon  the  ia  rendered  dangerous,  and  almost  nnin- 
subject.  habitable,  by  the  vast  quantity*  of  nndaiia 
To  the  production    of   this    deleterious  annually  evolved  from  its  soil.    In  America 
agent,  a  certain  degree  of  temperature  seems  large  districts  are,  for  the  same  reason,  pro- 
necessary.      It  does  not  appear  to   exist  lific  of  disease :  and  the  late  Bishop  Heber, 
within  the  arctic  circle  :   nor  does  it  mani-  in  his  Narrative  qf  a  Journey  thntugh  /Ae 
fest  itself  during  the  colder  seasons  of  more  Upper  Provineee  (^India,  gives  the  following 
temperate    climates.       It    is  very  seldom  striking  picture  of  the  influence  of  the  ma. 
traceable  beycmd  the  56th  degree  of  north  laria  in  that  part  of  the  world.     It  seems  to 
latitude';  and  it  is  supposed  to  require  for  be  alike  pestiferous  to  man  and  beast, 
its    development    a    continuous    tempera-         **  I  asked  Mr.  Boulderson  if  it  were  true 
ture  higher  than  60**  of  Fahrenheit's  thermo-  that  the  monkeys  forsook  these  woods  during 
meter.    The  nearer  we  approach  the  equator,  the  unwholesome  months.      He  answered 
the  more  abundant,  virulent,  and  pernicious  that  not  the  monkeys  only,  but  every  thing 
doesthe  poison  become,  wherever  it  is  evolved  which  has  the  breath  of  life,  instinctively 
at  dL    In  this  climate  it  gives  rise  to  inter-  deserts  them  irom  the  beginning  of  April  to 
mittents,  and  prindpaUy  to  tertians.    As  we  October.    Hie  tigers  go  np  to  Uie  hiUs ;  the 
go  south,  in  Spain,  and  along  the  shores  of  antelopes  and  wild  hogs  m^e  incursions  into 
tiie  Mediterranean,  the  remittent  becomes  the  cultivated  plain ;  and  those  persons,  such 
the  predominant  form  j  and  (what  is  very  as  dAk-bearers,  or  military  officers,  who  ajne 
instructive)  remittents  there  contracted  often  obliged  to  traverse  the  forest  in  the  inter- 
improve  into  intermittents  upon  the  removal  vening  months,  agree  that  not  so  much  as  a 
of  the  patient  to  a  colder  climate.     Under  bird  can  be  beard  or  seen  in  the  frightful 
the  tropical  heats,  in  the  West  Indies  for  solitude.  Yet,  during  the  time  of  the  hMvieat 
example,  the  fevers  very  frequently  assume  rains,  while  die  water  falls  in  torrents,  and 
the  continued  form.  the  cloudy  sky  tends  to  prevent  evaporation 
And  another  condition  of  the  development  from  the  ground,  the  forest  may  be  pasaed 
of  the  p<nson  soon  becomes  apparent.     It  with  tolerable  safety.     His  in  the  ertreme 
requires  a  certain  degree  of  moisture.    Of  heat,  and  immediately  qfter  the  rmne  kmre 
all  these  regions,  malaria,  showing  itself  al-  ceased,  in  May,  the  latter  end  of  Augnat» 
ways  by  its  effects  alone,  infests  certain  parts  and  the  early  part  of  September,  thai  it  is 
only ;  which  parts  are,  most  generally,  re-  P^ost  deadly.  In  October  the  animids  retom. 
markable  for  their  humid  find  swampy  cha-  By  the  latter  end  of  that  month  the  wood- 
racter.    Thus,  in  this  island,  intermittents  cutters,  and  the  cow-men,  again  venture, 
are  produced  chiefly,  I  may  say  almost  ez-  though  cautiously.      From  the  middle  of 
clusively,  along  the  eastern  coast ;  in  parts  November  to  March  troops  pass  and  repaaa, 
of  Kept,  Essex,  Cambridgeshire,  Norfolk,  and  with  common   precaution   no  risk  is 
Lincolnshire,  and  the  East  Riding  of  York-  usually  apprehended.'' 
shire:  and  in  each  of  these  counties  there        Persons  who  live  in  England  might  perhaps 
are  marshes,  or  fiens,  or  low  grounds  and  be  disposed  to  think  lightly  of  the  malaria, 
lands  that  are  occasionally  overflowed.  Many  had  not  such  fearful  evidence  of  its  appalling 
of  these  spots  have,  within  the  last  fifty  power  been  brought  home  to  the  experience 
years,  been  drained,  and  brought  under  cul-  of  our  countrymen,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
tivation ;  and  agues  are  consequently  much  present  century,  by  the  result  of  the  unfor- 
more  rare  in  England  than  they  formerly  tunate  expedition  to  Walcheren.    Sir  Gilbert 
were.     In  Sydenham's  time  they  were  very  Blane  has  given  an  account  of  the  ravages  it 
firequent,  and  very  fistal  indeed,  in  this  me-  there  committed  among  our  troops.     You 
tropolis.    James  the  first,  and  Oliver  Crom-  may  see  his  paper,  to  which  I  shall  preaentty 
well,  botii  died  of  ague  contracted  in  London,  again  refer,  in  thethird  volume  of  the  Medico^ 
At  present  (as  I  said  before)  we  seldom  meet  Chirurgieal  Transactions. 
with  them.  Except  ui  the  year  1827, 1  have        Not  only  a  certain  degree  of  ^t,  and  a 
never,  since  I  have  been  in  practice,  known  certain  quantity  of  moisture,  but  the  presence 
ague  to  be  at  aU  common  hoe.    lliis  com-  of  all  the  four  elements  of  the  ancients,  would 
parative  freedom   frtnn   malaria  is  mainly  appear  to  be  requisite  for  the  production  of 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  improved  character  this  poison.  Air  of  course  there  must  be;  and 
of  the  draining  and  sewerage.  earth  also  is  essential.    If  heat  and  moisture 
Agues,  or  aguish  fbvers,  are  endemic  along  were  alone  adequate,  we  should  find  the 
every  part  of  the  low  and  level  coast  of  fever  prevailing  among  sailors  when  out  at 
Holland.     In  Italy,  the  Pontine  marshes,  sea :  but  it  is  not  so,  whatever  may  be  the 
near  Rome,  have  possessed  for  ages  an  in-  temperature  under  which  they  cruise.     It  is 
fiunous  celebrity  of  the  same  kind.    The  when  they  approach  the  coast,  or  land  upon 
whole  of  the  dlntrict  called  the  Maremna,  it,  that  they  are  attacked.    The  water  of 
which  stretches  for  about  thirty  leagues  along  marshes  has  been  exammed  under  the  micro- 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  whi(£  scope,  and  analysed  again  and  again,  vrith  a 
is  in  some  places  tenor  twelve  leases  broad,  view  to  the  discovery  of  the  nature  of  this 


INTERMITTENT  FEVER.       *  563 

pestilential  agent;    bat  in  vain.    A  mora  perfbctiy  potable.    HeraTeven  of  tbe  iater- 

Ukely  way  to  detect  the  noxious  material  mittent  and  remittent  type  appeared  among 

would  seem  to  be  by  examining  the  air  of  the  troops  in  great  abundance.     It  is  inte- 

malarions  districts :  and  this  has  been  done  resting  to  observe  that  the  soil  in  Walche- 

cvefuUy  and  repeatedly  by  expert 'Chemists ;  ren  is  precisely  similar.     Sir  Gilbert  Blane 

and  with  the  same  want  of  success.     The  describes  it  as  consisting  '*  of  a  fine  white 

poisonous  principle  eludes  the  ^test  of  the  sand,  known  in  the  eastern  counties  of  Eng« 

most  delicate  chemical  agents.  land  by  the  name  of  silt,  and  about  a  third 

Where  there  is  mudh  heat,  and  much  part  of  day."     It  was  after  a  hot  and  dry 

moisture,  there  we  usually  find  aLso  much  summer  also  that  the  British  army  suffered 

and  rank  TCgetation,  and   much  vegetable  in  that  island  from  the  endemic  lisver,  to  a 

dissolution  and  decay.     The  belief  was  as  degree  -vfhkh.  Dr.  Ferguson  speaks  of  as 

natural,  therefore,  as  it  has  been  general,  '*  being  almost  unprecedented  in  the  annals 

that  the  putrefaction  of  vegetable  matters  of  warfare." 

was  somehow  or  other  requisite  to  the  for-  In  the  year  1809,  several  regiments  of  our 

mation  of  the  poison  that  exists  so  commonly  army  in  Spain  took  up  an  encampment  in  a 

in  swampy  situations.    This  belief  has  de-  hilly  ravine  which  had  lately  been  a  water- 

acended,  almost  unquestioned,  from  the  time  course.     Pools  of  water  still  remained  here 

of  Lancisi ;  and  it  obtains  almost  universal  and  there  among  the  rocks,  so  pure  that  the 

acceptance,  I  fancy,  among  physicians  of  the  soldiers  were  anxious  to  bivouack  near  them 

present  day.     Yet  very  strong  facts  have  for  the  sake  of  using  the  water.    Several  of 

been  adduced  to  show  that  the  decomposition  the  men  were  seized  with  violent  remitting 

of  vegetable  substances  is  only  an  accidental,  fSever  before  they  could  move  from  the  bi- 

though  a  frequent,  accompaniment  of  the  vouack  the  next  morning.     **  Till  then  (says 

miasm ;   and  not  by  any  means  an  essential  Dr.  Ferguson)  it  had  always  been  believed 

condition  of  its  evolution.  amongst  us  that  vegetable  putrefaction  (the 

In  the  first  place,  the  decompontion  of  humid  decay  of  vegetables)  was  essential  to 

vegetable  matter  goes  on  abundantly  without  the  production  of  pestiferous  miasmata ;  but 

the  production  of  malaria.   The  rotting  cab-  in  the  instance  of  the  half -dried  ravine  before 

bage-leaves   of  Covent  Grarden,  and  those  us,  from  the  stony  bed  of  which  (as  soil  never 

which  taint  the  air  of  the  streets  from  the  oould  lie  for  the  torrents)  the  very  existence 

neglected  dust-holes  of  London,  during  the  even  of  vegetation  was  impossible,  it  proved 

hot  weather  of  summer,  give  rise  to  no  ague,  as  pestiferous  as  the  bed  of  a  fen." 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  putrefying  and  Alter  the  battle  of  Talavera,  the  army 

offensive  sea-weed,  which  is  deposited  in  retreated  along  the  course  of  the  Guadiana 

large    quantities  upon   some  very  healthy  river,    into    the    plains    of    Bstremadura. 

parts  of  our  sea  coast.  But  the  converse  facts  The    country    was    so    arid  and    dry   Ibr 

are  the  most  remarkable  and  conclusive.     I  want  of  rain,  that  the  Guadiana  itself,  and 

have  stated  that  mar^hei  are  not  necessary  to  all  the  smaller  streams,  had  in  fact  ceo$ed  to 

produce  malaria :  but  Dr.  William  Ferguson  be  ttreanUf  and  were  no  more  than  lines  of 

— a  physician  who  has  had,  and  who  has  wdl  detached  pools  in  the  courses  that  had  fbr- 

used,  very  sufficient  opportunities  of  inves-  merly  been  rivers.    The  troops  there  "  snf- 

tigating  &e  question — shews  that  vegetation  fered  from  remittent  fevers  of  such  destrue- 

is  not  necessary:  that  the  peculiar  poison  may  tive    malignity,    that  the  memy,   and  all 

abound  where  there  is  no  decaying  vegetable  Europe,  believed  that  the  British  host  was 

matter,  and  no  vegetable  matter  to  decay,  extirpated." 

As  the  prevailing  belief  is,  in  my  opinion,  Cividad  Rodrigo  is  titnated  on  a  rocky 

an  erroneous  one,  and  as  it  is  really  of  gteat  bank  of  the  river  Agueda,  a  remarkably  dear 

importance  that  correct  views  of  this  subject  stream :  but  the  approach  to  it  on  the  side 

should  be  taken,  and  disseminated  by  medi-  of  Portugal  is  through  a  bare  open  hollow 

cal  men,  I  will  mention  a  few  of  the  most  country,  that  has  been  likened  to  the  dried* 

striking  of  the  facts  detailed  by  Dr.  Ferguson,  up  bed  of  an  extensive  lake  ;  and  upon  mors 

They  are  contained  in  a  very  interestmg  than  one  occasion,  when  this  low  iand,  after 

paper  "  On  the  Nature  and  Hietory  qf  the  having  been  flooded  in  Uie  rainy  eeaaon,  had 

ilfar«APeisoii,"  published  in  the  Edinburgh  become  as  dry  as  a  brick-ground,  with  the 

Phitoeophical  Tranaaetione.  vegetation  utterly  burned  up,  there  arose 

In  August  1794,  after  a  very  hot  and  dry  fevers  to  our  troops,  whidi,  for  malignity  of 

summer,  our  army  in  Holland  encamped  at  type,  could  only  be  matched  by  those  befora 

Rosendaal  and  Ooaterhout.     Hie  soil,  in  mentioned  on  tae  Guadiana.    . 

both  places,  was  a  levd  pfadn  of  sand,  with  Many  more  fkcts  to  the  same  purpose  are 

perfectly  dry  surface,  whera  no  vegetation  related  in  Dr.  Ferguson's  paper,  which  is  in 

existed,  or  could  exist,  but  stunted  heath  every  way  well  worth  your  perusal.      He 

plants.     It  was  universally  percolated  to  tells  us  '*  that  in  the  most  unhealthy  parti 

within  a  lew  inches  of  the  surfiice,  with  of  Spain,  we  may  in  vain,  towards  tlw  doae 

water  which,  so  far  from  bdng  putrid,  was  of  tiie  summer,  look  tat  Una,  nanhea. 
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ditches,  pools,  or  even  vegetation.     Spain,  the  alleged  necessity  of  yegetable  decay. 

generally  speaking,  is  then,  though  as  prolific  I  hope  to  prove  to  you,  in  a  future  part  of 

of  endemic  fever  as  Walcheren,  beyond  all  the  course,  that  neither  animal  nor  vegetable 

doubt  one  of  the  driest  countries  of  Europe ;  decomposition  is  sufficient  to  generate  fever 

and  it  is  not  tiU  it  has  again  been  made  one  of  any  kind. 

of  the  wettest,  by  the  periodical  rains,  with        Dr.   Ferguson's    facts   are    generally   in 

its  vegetation   and  aquatic  weeds  restored,  accordance    with   the    observations    which 

that  it  can  be  called  healthy,  or  even  habitable  others  have  made  upon  the  same  subject : 

with  any  degree  of  safety."  and  his  views  will  be  found  to  account  for 

Our  time  will  not  allow  of  my  extracting  some  phsnomena  which  the  ordinary  theory 

any  firther  evidence  on  this  point  :   one  of  vegetable  putrefaction  did  not  cleverly 

circumstance  of  contrast,  however,   I  am  explain, 
unwilling  to  omit.  There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that 

The  river  Tagus  is,  at  Lisbon,  about  two  in  all  cases  the  ix>isonous  emanations 
miles  broad  ;  and  it  separates  a  healthy  from  proceed  from  parts  of  the  surfi&oe  that 
a  very  unhealthy  region.  On  the  one  side  have  been  flooded  and  then  dried,  rather 
is  a  bare  hilly  country ;  the  foundation  of  the  than  from  parts  that  are  still  wet,  or 
soil,  and  of  the  beds  of  the  streams,  being  putrid.  And  this  elucidates  a  circumstance 
rock,  with  free  open  water-courses  among  very  often  noticed,  viz.  that  neighbouring 
the  hills.  This  is  the  healthy  side.  But  the  places— especially  high  and  low  luids  lying 
Alentejo  land,  on  the  other  side,  though  as  near  each  other — change  their  character  in 
dry  superficially,  being  perfectly  flat  and  respect  to  salubrity  upon  the  occurrence  of 
sandy,  is  Inost  pestiferous.  Moreover,  in  rains.  The  low  grounds,  which  had  pre- 
and  near  Lisbon  there  are  numerous  gardens,  viously  been  very  dangerous,  become  healthy 
where  they  keep  water,  during  the  three  when  they  are  flooded  over ;  and  the  higher 
months'  absolute  drought  of  the  summer  lands,  which  are  made  wet,  and  which 
season,  in  stone  .reservoirs.  These  reser-  rapidly  dry  again,  produce  the  malaria 
voirs,  containing  water  in  the  most  concen-  abundantly.  For  the  same  reason,  the  edges 
trated  state  of  foulness  and  putridity,  are  or  borders  of  swamps,  which  of  course  ex- 
placed  close  to  the  houses  and  sleeping  pand  or  contract  according  to  the  wetneaa 
rooms :  the  inhabitants  literally  live  and  or  dryness  of  the  season,  are  more  unsafe 
breathe  in  their  atmosphere.  '*  Yet  no  one  than  their  centres.  The  drying  and  half- 
ever  heard  or  dreamt  of  fever  being  generated  dried  margins  of  the  purest  streams  may  be 
amongst  them  from  such  a  source ;  though  prolific  of  the  evil,  when,  from  the  want  of 
the  most  ignorant  native  is  well  aware  that  confining  banks,  those  margins  have  been 
were  he  only  to  cross  the  river,  and  sleep  on  flooded  by  the  rising  of  the  waters, 
the  sandy  shores  of  the  Alentejo,  where  a  Here  is  no  observation  more  general  than 
particle  of  water  at  that  season  had  not  been  that,  in  malarious  places,  agues  and  remittent 
seen  for  monihSf  and  where  water,  being  fevers  abound  more  in  hot  and  dry  years 
absorbed  into  the  sand  as  soon  as  it  fell,  was  than  in  those  which  are  cold  and  moist. 
never  known  to  he  putrid,  he  would  run  the  And  this  influence  of  temperature  it  is  which 
greatest  risk  of  being  seized  with  remittent  mainly  determines  the  differences  observable 
fever.''  in  regard  to  these  fevers  at  different  elewi* 

Now  these  facts,  and  facts  like  these,  seem  tiowt,  and  in  deferent  teaeona  of  the  year, 
to  prove  that  the  malaria,  and  the  product  In  the  higher  grounds  of  the  West  Indies 
of  vegetable  decomposition,  are  two  distinct  affuee  occur,  as  in  this  country :  as  you 
things.  They  are  often  in  company  with  descend,  and  the  mean  atmospheric  tern- 
each  other,  but  they  have  no  necessary  con-  perature  increases,  remittent*  are  met  with  : 
nexion.  Whoever,  in  a  mahirious  country,  and  in  the  lowest  and  hottest  parts  the  fever 
waits  for  the  evidence  of  putrefaction,  will  becomes  continued.  The  following  instmc- 
wait,  says  Dr.  Ferguson,  too  long.  For  tive  facts  are  stated  by  Dr.  Ferguson.  In 
producing  malaria  it  appears  to  be  requisite  1816,  the  British  garrison  of  English  harbour, 
that  there  should  be  a  surface  capable  of  in  Antigua,  was  disposed  in  three  separate 
absorbing  moisture,  and  that  this  surface  barracks,  on  fortified  hills  surrounding  the 
should  be  flooded  and  soaked  with  water,  dock-yard.  One  of  the  barracks  was  on  an 
and  then  dried  :  and  the  higher  the  t^mpe-  eminence  named  Monk's  Hill,  six  hundred 
rature,  and  the  quicker  the  drying  process,  feet  above  the  level  of  the  marshes.  The 
the  more  plentiful  and  the  more  virulent  other  two  were  situate  on  an  eminence  called 
(more  virulent  probably  because  more  plen-  the  ridge,  one  at  the  height  of  five  hundred, 
tifttl)  is  the  poison  that  is  evolved.  and  the  other  at  the  height  of  three  hundred 
The  putrefaction  of  animal  matter  i«  feet.  So  pestiferous  were  the  marahes  among 
sometimes  spoken  of  as  an  element  in  the  which  the  dock.yard  was  placed,  that  it  often 
formation  of  the  malarious  poison.  But  the  happened  to  a  well-seasoned  soldier,  coming 
evidence  I  have  just  set  before  you  reftites  down  from  Monk's  Hill,  and  mounting  the 
hU  supposition  as  completely  as  it  exoludes  night-guard  in  perfect  health,  to  be  seized 
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with  ftuions  delirium  while  standing  sentrj,  bring  back  the  seedi  of  the  disorder  within 

and  to  expire  within  less  than  thirty  boom  them,andyetmaynotbeattackedwithaguefor 

after  being  carried  up  to  his  barracks,  with  a  weeks  or  months  ;  upon  the  occurrence  of 

yellow  skin,  and  having  had  black  vomiting,  an  east  wind,  perhaps,  or  unusual  exposure 

Those  in  the  barracks  on  Monk's  hill,  who  to  cold  and  wet.     We  trace  in  all  this  some 

did  not  come  doumt  the  superior  officers,  analogy  with  the  animal  contagions ;  but  the 

the  women,  children,  and  drummers,  had  no  period  of  incubation  is  more  irregular  and 

fever  of  any  kind.     Seventeen  artillery  men,  accidental,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  many 

in  the  barrack  at  the  height  of  three  hundred  instances  the  ague  would  not  happen  at  all, 

feet,  did  not  come  down  to  the  night  guards,  but  for  the  concurrent  operation  of  some 

(We  shall  see  hereafter  that  malarious  places  other  malign  influence, 

are  always  most  dangerous  at  night.)    Every  Another  fact  worthy  of  notice  in  respect 

one  of  these  men  was  attacked  with  remit-  to  the  agency  of  the  malaria  upon  the  human 

tent  fever,  of  whidi  one  of  them  died.     At  frame,  is  that  it  affects  strangers  much  more 

the  barrack  on  the  top  of  the  ridge,  at  the  readily  and  decidedly  than  the  natives  of  the 

height  of  Ave  hundred  feet,  there  scarcely  place.     In  other  words,  'habit  mitigates  the 

occurred  any  fever  worthy  of  notice.    Thus,  injurious  effects  of  the  poison.     Persons  be- 

in  the  tame  place,  the  malaria,  in  the  level  come  seasoned  to  it.    At  Walcheren,  though 

plain,   caused  continued  fever,   resembling,  almost'every  adult  among  the  lower  classes 

and  I  believe  identical  with,  yellow  fever :  had  laboured,  in  the  course  of  his  life,  under 

at  the  elevation  of  three  hundred  feet  it  gave  the    endemic  intermittent,  yet   they  were 

rise  to  remittent  fever:  and  at  the  height  of  infinitely  less  subject  to  it  than  strangers : 

five  hundred  or  six  hundred  feet  its  influence  and  they  will  not  believe  that  their  beloved 

was  scarcely  felt  at  all.     In  the  neighbour,  birth- pUce  is  unhealthy.     Sir  Gilbert  Blane 

hood  of  the  Pontine  marshes  you  see  the  says  that  persons  of  education,  and  even 

villages  perched  curiously  on  the  intervening  medical  men,  denied  indignantly  that  their 

hills;  the  Italians  having  been  taught  by  country  was  less  healthy  than  any  other; 

experience  that  these  elevated  spots  afford  and  attributed  the  sickness  that  raged  among 

comparative  security  against  the  effects  of  our  troops  to  some  trivial  circumstance  <^ 

the  miasmata.  diet  or  habits,  and  not  to  any  insalubrity  of 

Wherever  the  malaria  prevails,  it  produces  the  air.     This  b  a  curious  moral  feature ; 

its  peculiar  consequences  chiefly  in  certain  but  a  very  general  one.  *  In  the  pestilential 

seasons :  and  it  is  in  the  autumn  especially  plains  of  Estremadura  the  superstitious  na- 

that  agues  and  aguish  fevers  occur ;  that  is  tives,   unable  or  unwilling  to  account  for 

to  say,  after  the  heats  of  summer :  and  the  disease  of  a  type  so  uncommon  among  the 

hotter  and  drier  the  preceding  summer,  the  soldiers,  from  any  unwholesomeness  of  the 

more  frequent  and  fatal  are  the  autumnal  air,  declared  that  they  had  all  been  poisoned 

fevers.      The  Pontine  marshes  lie  to  the  by  eating  mushrooms, 

southward  of  Rome;  and  Horace,  you  know,  It  was  found  also,  at  Walcheren,  that  tke 

says  or  sings,  strangers  who  survived  the  first  attacks  be- 

Fmstra  per  autumnos  nocentem  f^^  thereafter  much  less  Uablo  to  the  en- 

Corpomna  metuemua  austnim.  demic  fevers.    The  French  general,  Monnetp 

who  had  held  the  command  at  Flushing  for 

The  effects  of  these  morbific  effluvia  upon  seven  years,  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of 

the  human  body  vary  much  under  different  this  fact,   and  endeavoured  to  turn,  it  to 

circumstances.     Where  they  are  most  con-  practical  account.     He  recommended  that 

centrated  and  deadly,  their  operation  may  be  troops  should  not  be  frequently  changed ; 

almost  immediate.     Witness  their  speedy  for  when  it  was  the  custom  to  send  batta- 

influence  upon  the  soldiers  who  descended  at  lions  from  Bergen  op  Zoom  every  fourth 

night  from  Monk's  Hill.     So  also  sailors,  night,  in  succession,  to  work  on  the  tines  of 

who  have  gone  on  shore  for  a  single  night  Flushing,  these  men  never  failed,  on  their 

only,  have  been  attacked  by  the  fever  before  return,  to  Ji>e  taken  ill  in  great  numbers. 

they  could  returh  to  the  ship.     On  the  other  Greneral  Monnet  therefore  advised,  however 

hand,  when  the  emanations  are  less  copious,  displeasing  it  might  be  to  the  officers,  that  a 

or  less  intense,  there  is  sometimes  a  long  stationary  garrison   should  be  retained  at 

and  uncertain  period  of  incubation.     The  W^alcheren,  in  order  that  the  men  might  be 

disease  remains  latent,  or  the  poison  ties  habituated  or  seasoned  to  the  air,  (aecU' 

dormant,  for  a  considerable  space  of  time,  mates)  and  he  adduced  the  instance  of  a 

Many  of  the  soldiers  who  were  exposed  to  French  regiment  which  suffered  in  the  second 

the  malaria  at  Walcheren  did  not  experience  year  of  its  being  stationed  there  only  one 

its  bad  effects  until  after  they  had  returned,  half  the  sickness  and  mortality  which  it 

and  even  resided  several  months  in  Engljnd.  suffered  during  the  first  year  ;  and  hardly 

In  the  same  way,  labourers,  especially  the  suffered  at  all  in  the  third  year, 

itinerant  Irish,  will  -go  down  in  the  autumn  But  although  the  natives  and  residents  in 

for  harvest  work  into    Lincolnshire,    and  malarious  places  are  not  so  liable  as  new- 
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comers  to  the  violent  and  distinct  forms  of  CASES  OF  HEPATIC  ABSCESS, 

fever,  they  are  chronically  affected  by  the  ,2,  which  bxploration  and  punctv 

insalabrity  of  the  atmosphere.     They  are  wkrb  adopted  ; 

spoken  of   by  travellers   as  being    puny,  /«..,„         v   x    rx     tlt 

yellow,  and  sickly ;  feeble  in  hody  and  spi-  ^«'A  atnteal  Remark*  by  Dr.  Murrat , 

ritless   in   mind;    as  havinir  yellow  faces,  Inspector  of  Hospitals,  CalcuUa. 

swelled  bellies,  and  wasted  limbs ;  as  being  ~~ 

subject  to  dropsies  and  fluxes ;  phlegmatic,  !«/.— C«e  qfab9ee9iqfiheUv€r,ptmetMred. 

melancholy,  and  shortlived.  By  ^f-  Mortimer,  Surgeon  of  the  Generaa 

One  remarkable  exception  is  mentioned  by  Hospital. 

Dr.  Ferguson.      From  some  peculiarity  oif  Tbk  subject  of  the  case  was  a  seaman,  aged 

idiosyncracy  (which  he  conjectures  mav  be  39,  who  had  been  about  two  years  in  IndUa. 

somehow  connected  with  the  texture  of  his  He  was  admitted  with  the  usual  symptonas 

skin)  the  negro  appears  to  be  proof  against  of  acute  hepatitis  of  some  days'  standing'y 

endemic  fevers.     *'  To  him  marsh  miasmata  which  had,  by  account,  succeeded  an  attaek 

are  in  fact  no  poison ;  and  hence  his  incal-  of  bowel  complaint. 

culable  value  as  a  soldier,  for  field  service,  The  more  urgent  symptoms,  after  a  time, 
in  the  West  Indies.  The  warm,  moist,  low,  iippeared  to  yield  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
and  leeward  situations  where  these  pernicious  usual  treatment  ;  but  the  mercury  used,  al- 
exhalations  are  generated  and  concentrated,  though  it  affected  his  mouth,  did  not  pro- 
prove  to  Aim  congenial.  He  delights  in  them,  duce  ptyalism,  nor  did  he  convalesce  aahe 
for  there  he  enjoys  life  and  health,  as  much  would  have  done  had  the  disease  been  over- 
as  his  feelings  are  abhorrent  to  the  currents  come. 

of  wind  that  sweep    the   mountain  tops.  The    constitotional    symptoms  generally 

where  alone  the  whites  find  security  against  considered  as  indicative  of  abscess,  although 

endemic  fevers."  observable,  were  rather  obscurely  marked ; 

No  very  certain  or  extensive  observations  and  notwithstanding  a  good  deal  of  general 

have  yet  been  made  in  respect  to  the  kind  fulness,  extending  from  one  hypochondriam 

qf  toil  from  which  the  miasmata  are  most  to  the  other,  there  was  no  particular  spot  in 

apt  to  be  extricated.     That  which  is  loose,  which  local  examination  afforded  unequivocal 

penetrable,    porous,    and    sandy,    appears  evidence  of  the  existence  of  matter, 

highly  favourable  to  their  formation.      So  By  the  new  exploring  needle,  however,  har- 

are  soils    which,    containing    much    clay,  ingbeenintrodooedattwoinchesinarightline 

are    very    retentive    of    moisture.       One  from  the  junction  of  the  cartilages  of  the  7th 

curious  fact,  however,  bearing  upon  this  and  8th  ribs,  a  few  drops  of  purulent  matter 

question,  seems  to  have  been  made  out ;  were  discharged  through  the  tobe  of  the 

via.  that  what  is  termed  peat-bog,  or  peat-  instrument  at    its  handle.     The   external 

moss,  is  not  productive  of  malaria.     Many  opening  was  then  enlarged,  and  a  common 

parte  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland,  that  are  trocar  introduced,  through  the  canula  of 

occupied  by  large  tracte  of  marsh  in  which  whichabout  eight  ounces  of  very  thick  healUiy 

the  peat-moss  abounds,  are  completely  free  pus  were  evacuated. 

from  these  fevers.  Dr.  Bisset  affirms  The  patient  expressed  himself  considerably 
that  the  exhalations  from  black  peat-moss  relieved  by  the  operation,  but  this  waa  tfaie 
do  not  occasion  intermittente,  *'at  least  in  only  benefit  derived  from  it;  and  the  case 
high  moors  under  a  clear  sharp  air."  Now  terminated  fatally  two  days  afterwards, 
in  the  climate  of  Virginia,  this  counteracting  Pott-moriem  appearances. — On  opening 
influence  of  a  sharp  air  csin  scarcely  be  the  abdomen,  the  liver  was  found  stretching 
looked  for :  yet  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  entirely  across,  and  occupying  both  hypo* 
though  the  provinces  of  North  America,  chondria:  the  stomach  being  altogether  coo- 
especially  North  and  South  Carolina  and  cealed  and  pushed  backwards  by  the  left 
Virginia,  are  ftdl  of  ague,  that  disease  is  lobe.  There  was  no  adhesion  of  the  liver 
never  seen  among  the  inhabitante  near  the  anteriorly  to  the  peritonea]  lining  of  the  ab* 
country  of  the  Diemai  Swamp,  a  moist  domen,  excepting  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
tract  of  150,000  acres  on  the  frontiers  of  inch  around  the  punctore,  where  there  ap* 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Weld,  the  peared  a  recent  deposit  of  lymph. 
traveller,  informs  us,  that  this  immense  tract  It  was  found  that  the  purulent  matter  die- 
is  covered  with  trees,  and  abounds  with  charged  through  the  opening  made  before 
water,  which  appears  the  moment  the  shal-  death  had  been  contained  in  an  abscess  sitn- 
lowest  trench  is  dug.  This  water  is  brown,  ated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  right  lobe, 
like  brandy,  but  quite  clear,  and  not  un-  The  sise  of  the  cavity  appeared  to  have  oon- 
palateble.  The  colour  is  ascribed  by  the  tracted  considerably,  and  was  separated  hy 
inhabitante  to  the  roots  of  juniper ;  and  the  a  septum  of  )>arencfaymatous  substance  of 
water  is  said  to  be  diuretic.     (Craigie) .  about  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  frmn  anothor 

and  much  larger  abscess  situated  superiorly, 

and  oocttpying  the  greater  part  of  the  uppe^ 
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and  convex  portion  of  the  right  lobe,  which  Hia  liver  wu  punctured  in  two  places  with- 

had  pushed  the  diaphragm  considerably  up-  out  finding  m&tter,  jet  he  died  with  abscess 

wards.     There  was  another  circumscribed  in  both  lobes ;  when  it  was  found  that  the 

abscess,  larger  than  either  of  the  other  two,  punctures  from  the  exploratory  needle  had 

situated  below  and  partly  behind  that  first  healed,  without  producing  any  bad  effect, 
noticed,  occupying  tiie  whole  of  the  inferior        I  was  consulted  in  all  these  three  cases, 

part  of  the  lobe.     The  contents  of  the  last  and  I  am  iully  satisfied  as  to  the  safety  of 

appeared  to  be  retained  within  their  cavity  puncturing  the  substance  of  the  liver  by  the 

at  the  lower  boundary  merely  by  the  perito-  exploratory  needle,  which,  I  believe,  I  was 

neal  covering  of  the  viscus,  somewhat  thick-  the  firsts  to  use  and  bring  into  notice  at 

ened,  and  adhering  strongly  to  the  contiguous  Bangalore!*, 
viscera  and  upper  part  of  the  right  kMney, 

which  were  idl  so  united  together  that  they  3d. — Summary  qfihe  case  qf  private  An- 
could  not  be  separated.  T^iere  was  also  an  drew  KUiagher,  His  Mtyesiy*9  S9th 
abscess  in  the  middle  of  the  left  lobe  of  about  Regimeni,  By  Assist. -Surgeon  M'Grigor. 
the  same  size  as  the  one  first  mentioned.  »»     • 

All  the  abiCflBses  contained  thick  healthy.         -^^  ™^>  *^*  ^^*  suteen  years  m  the 

looking  purulent  matter.  service,  of  turbulent  character  and  irregular 

habits,  was  admitted  into  hospital  at  Bellary, 

2d,r-Three  caaeM  qf  hepatic  abeceas,  inwhich  in  the  beginning  of  July  1839,  with  a  relapse 

the  ejpploraiory  needle  loae  used.     By  of  acute  hepatitis,  and  put  under  active  an- 

Dr.  Mouat,  13th  Light  Dragoons.  tiphlogistic  treatment,  without  its  affecting 

SergeantDamonDerrick,  4th(King'sown)  ^^  w*""*  ©^  ^  disease.    At  the  end  of  a 

Kgiment;  in  India  two  years.   Was  attacked  fortnight  he  stiU  complained  of  pain  and 

with  acute  hepatitis  in  the  early  part  of  last  ^^^^  '^  ^^  epigastrium  and  right  side; 

August,  (1839),  for  which  he  was  bled  three  «»d,  along  with  this,  he  had  severe  constitu- 

times,  had  leeches  to  his  side  twice,  three  ^^^  ^ver,  which  had  reduced  him  so  much 

blisCen,  cak>mel,  purgatives,  &c.  but  vrith  ^*»'  ^e  lay  supine,  and  seemed  scarcely  able 

little  relief.    The  pain  continued,  though  in  ^  ^V^^-     ^^^'^  l^^  $  b«^«J»  irr^ular. 

a  mitigated  degree,  and  tiie  side  swelled,  ac-        On  the  22d  of  July  I  called  Dr.  Davidson, 

compuiied  wiUi  colliquative  stools  and  sweats,  thesuperintendmg  surgeon,  into  consultation, 

and  every  sign  of  hepatic  abscess,  when  it  ^^^  i*  was  agreed  to  puncture  tiie  liver,  to 

was  determined  to  puncture  the  liver.  whUAk  the  patient  willingly  consented,  from 

On  the  1 1th  of  August  the  exploratory  ^^  prospect  of  its  affording  him  relief, 
needle  was  introduced   posteriorly  at  the        I  entered  the  trocar  near  the  margin  of 

angle,  and  between  the  7th  and  8th  ribs,  to  ^^  "*»»  ^^  c^o*  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ensiform  car- 

the  depth  of  two  inches  and  a  half,  but  witii-  *>>'»««?  and  as  I  contmued  to  feel  resistance, 

out  detecting  pus.    However,  we  found  no  ^  pn^^^  it  in  to  its  whole  lengtii ;  but  on 

faiconvenience  ensue  from  the  puncture,  and  witiidrawing  tiie  stilette  blood  only  came  out. 
tiM  second  day  after  tiie  operation  tiie  abscess        Much  to  our  satisfiM:tion,  however,  the 

apparently  burst  mto  Oie  intestines,  and  he  Patient  expressed  himself  greatiy  reUeved  by 

gradually  recovered  from  that  period.    He  ^  operation,  and  he  continued  from  that 

never  experienced  any  bad  symptom  from  **™e  to  improve. 

tiie  introduction  of  tiie  exploratory  needle ;  ^  ^  ^«"  ^«  ««*">*  "*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 
he  thinks,  on  the  contrary,  tiiat  it  ratiierdid  following  night,  with  a  view  to  prevent  tiie 
him  good.  escape  of  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 
Other  two  men  of  the  same  regiment,  pri-  tonenm,  and  excite  adhesion  between  this 
▼ate  Jessy  Austen  and  William  Leg,  were  membrane  and  the  liver ;  when,  there  being 
operated  on  about  the  same  time  in  a  similar  ^^^  P*^  around  the  puncture,  and  a  feel- 
manner,  and  experienced  no  bad  conse-  ">«  ^^  stiffness  of  the  abdomen,  it  was  re- 
queooes  from  the  introduction  of  the  needle,  moved. 

Leg  was  twice  punctured :  tiie  first  opera-        The  wounded  vessels  m  the  Uver  had 

tion  faUed  to  reach  tiie  cyst;  but  the  second  ce»»«l  ^  Weed;  and  there  was  no  further 

puncture  did,  when  a  trocar  was  afterwards  haemorrhage.    The  abdomen  was  fomented, 

introduoed,andalargeabscessevacuated.  He  '^  ^*^  ^^  morphia  given,  and  the  patient 

was  better  for  some  days,  but  then  became  afterwards  passed  a  very  fine  night. 
worse,  with  an  increase  of  hectic  symptoms,        N<»*  morning  we  found  him  in  raptures 

and  he  died.     On  dissection  it  was  found  he  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  obtained.     He  had  no 

had  other  abscessea :— the  first  puncture  had  P^^^  ^^^  uneasmess  {  but  he  had  got  a  slight 

healed,  and  the  second,  leading  to  the  cyst  of  (liArrhoea.     Pulse  90. 
the  abeoeas,  had  united  it  to  the  pleura.     So 
that,  as  fhr  as  the  operation  was  concerned, 

It  was  safe,  and  unattended  with  a  smgle  .    ^  ^    ^   ,.  i^-        ^..    ,  .     - 

mtt0kmmrA  <vMiMAnjm«**  i^Dd,  to  Dt.  Monat  is  due  the  credit  of  intro> 

nifeoward  consequence.  .^     ,  ^     ^  diidn|r  and  recommending  the  practice  in  this 

The  same  also  may  be  said  of  Austen,  presidency,  and  we  believe  in  India. 


•  Thongh  the  operation  of  exploring  deep  seated 
abscesses  had  been  prerioosly  practised  in  Bng- 
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By  the  28th  his  improvement  was  so  great  after  which  the  diachaige  heoame  gndoaOy 

that  all  were  astonished.     He  said  himself  more  healthy  (occasionally  bilious)  and  less  ; 

he  was  sure  he  would  have  died  but  for  the  but  did  not  entirely  cease  till    the    19tfa 

operation ;  and  certainly  at  the  time  I  intro-  February  following.     As  the  liver  oontiiiifted 

duced  the  trocar  I  thought  him  in  a  very  enlarged  and  hard  after  the  evacuation  af  the 

bad  way.  abscess,  hydriodate  of  potash  was  given  with 

Common  simple  treatment,  chiefly  altera-  advantage, 
tive,  aperient  and  dietetic,  only  was  employed        At  present  (10th  Mardi)  his  appetite  aiid 

afterwards,  and  he  gradually  improved,  but  general  health  are  good ;  he  sleeps  well,  and 

did  not  get  quite  well.     His  liver  remained  he  has  recovered  his  strength.     He  has  no 

enlarged  and  heavy,  his  feet  became  slightly  uneasiness  in  the  side,  though  the  liver  is 

cedematous,  and  he  was  transferred  to  the  attached  to  the  obdominal  parietes,  vrhere  it 

Dep6t,  at  PoonamaUee,  as  an  invalid,  from  is  punctured,  and  feds  somewhat  enlarged, 

whence  he  was  sent  to  England  for  change  There  was  never  any  effusion  of  matter  into 

of  climate.  the  cavity  of  the  peritonseum,  as  adhesion 

soon  took  place  after  the  puncture.      Hie 

4th.— Cms  of  Hepatic  Access  cured  by  operation  is  considerod  to  have  saved  this 

early  puncture, — By  Dr.  Everard,  Asst.  patient's  life. 

Surg.  H.  M.  54th  Regiment. 

Private  James  M'Eldoon,  H.  M.  54th  5th. — AbMtraci  qf  a  cate  qf  Hepatic Abteear, 

Regt.  set.  38;  twelve  years  in  India;  gene-  explored  and  punctured, — By  Dr.Madean. 
rally  healthy,  but  lately  of  intemperate  habits, 

was  admitted  into  hospital  10th  November,        Private  John  Gorman,  H.  M.  55th  R«gi- 

1839,  complaining  of  severe  pain  in  the  right  «»cnt,  aged  33,  was  admited  into  the  General 

hypochondrium,  increased  by  inspiration  or  Hospital  under  Dr.  Mortimer  on  the  8th  of 

pressure,  which  he  says  came  on  three  days  February,  1840,  with  fever,  cough,  difficulty 

ago,    and   has    gradually   increased  smce.  of  breathing,   mucous    expectoration,    and 

Has  severe  headache;  pulse  fuU ;  skin  hot;  daily  rigors  at  noon.     He  had  been  iU  for 

bowels  open  ;  urine  high  coloured.  ^o\xt    days    previously  to    admission,    and 

Ft.  V.  S.  adeffectum;  R.  Calomel  gr.  v. ;  scribed  the  cause  of  his  iUness  to  cold  caught 

Pulv.  Jalap  5iss. ;  spoon  diet.  ^^'^"^  ^J? /^,^  *'  '^^^        ^    ,    ,      . 

f  o-^       r  Hq  Jj^  qq(  complain  particularly  of  un- 

[Various     remedies,     chiefly     mercury,  easiness  in  the  hepatic  region  or  epigastrium 

leeches,  and  purging,  employed.]  till  the  2l8t  of  February,  when  a  general 

20th. — Swelling  more    prominent,   with  fuhiess  in  the  latter  was  observable.     On 

feeling  of  fluctuation.     There  is  evidently  no  the  22d  he  felt  very  weak.     On  the  25th  the 

adhesion  between  the  liver  and  abdominal  fulness  of  the  epigastrium  and  oppression  of 

parietes.      He  is  emaciated,  and  has  sense  breathing  were  increased,  and  fals  oounte- 

of  weight  and  oppression  in  the  epigastrium,  nance  b^^ime  anxious ;   pulse  84.     On  the 

Contin.  Cataplasm.  27th  it  is  reported  that  he  had  again  chills 

22d.«TheDeputy Inspector  (Dr.  Murray)  f?"^  '^^^J  '^^^^Jf '  ^Uowedjiy  free  perspira- 

vUitedthe  hospital  this  morning,  and  after  J^^j,  P^",  ^^^'  r,,?uJ^^  •f^''  J*  Sf 

examination  of  this  man,  thrust  a  trocar  into  ^msferred  to  the  54th  Hospit^  under  Dr. 

his  liver  through  the  epigastrium,  without  ^^*f^-     9°  ^^'^^^^^f^'^^i?*^''*' T 

waiting  to  make  any  prepaSitory  operation  to  "Pj^'lS?  ff^  P^*^^'^^  ^^  ^'  ^"™J'T''** 

induce  adhesion  betiJ'eeS  the  parts.     About  "^ade  the  foUowing  memorandum  at  the  time 

a  pint  and  a  half  of  thin  brown  matter  came  ^^j^^  ^'^'^        j  i      -rx     t^  i     « 
out  on  withdrawing  the  stilctte,   and  the  ^  f^'""^  informed  by  Dr.  Everard  that  be 
canuU  was  left  in  the  wound.    The  man  ^^  ?°J  *  P*'i^^  f"  •  ^^^S^"  •*»*«  ^»»: 
looks  pale,  and  has  become  weak.     Pulse  fcrred  to  his  hospital,  suffermg  from  pectorrf 
soft ;  skin  cool;  bowels  freely  open.  symptoimi,  with  obscure  manifestations  of 
The  canula  was  tied  in  by  abaidage  round  B^PP^^^tion  m  the  hver,  I  went  to  consult 
the  body,  a  bit  of  lint  put  into  the  orifice,  with  him  on  the  case, 
and  a  hige  warm  poulti w  over  all.     To  have  .    \  ^°^^,^  f^«  ^y®""  f^e^ding  nearly  three 
some  Ught  fish  for  dinner,  and  half  a  pint  of  Jfj:^®"  into  the  epigastrium  towards  the  urn- 
beer  ;  with  tea  and  toast.  ^»^^,^»  tender  to  the  touch,  but  not  so  much 
Veipere.^HBs  got  great  reUef  from  the  "  ^  P^^\^^  examination.      The    right 
operation.     Matter  oozes  out  from  the  ab.  rectus  muscle  was  more  tense  than  the  left, 
scess  by  the  canula.  °^  "^^her  it  became  so  on  attempting  to  eza. 
•o    k    i,  mr      \.'                t.  ^^^^  the  tumor,  as  if  to  screen  it  from 
R.  Acct.  MorphiK,  gr.  ss.  h.s.s.  pressure,   which  Mr.   Twining  gives  as  a 

23d. — Had  a  good  night — doing  well.  characteristic  symptom  of  central  abscess  of 

Sulfteguent  History.  —  For  a  few  days  the  liver.     The  patient  bad  many  shivering 

after  the  operation,  about  two  ounces  of  un-  fits  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  now  has  pro- 

healthy  greeni«h  bilious  matter  came  away,  fuse  cold  perspirations  at  night  (kectie fever,) 
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with  a  oonnderable  pnriform  dqiosit  in  the  day ;  breathing  easier;  haa  no  nneasineas  in 

urine ;  but  there  is  no  ilnctaation  perceptible  the  site  of  the  punctorc  in  epigaatrinm  ;  * 

in  the  enlarged  ▼iacua.     Decubitna  on  the  pulse  100 ;  slcin  less  clammy, 

back  or  left  side  is  extremely  oppresstye.  5th. — Did  not  rest  so  well.    No  discharge 

He  has  a  fiequent  tickling  oough^  and  great  from   the  side  this  morning.      The  urine 

difficulty  of  breathing,  with  sense  of  weight  again  deposits  a  thick  yellow  wdiment ;  great 

in  the  hepatic  region ;  his  legs  and  body  are  depression  and  anxiety  ;    pulse    ^20 »   and 

oedematous  ;    he  has  no    appetite  ;  *  great  rather  fuU ;    skin  clammy.      Dr.   Murray 

thirst;  pulse  120  and  intermittent ;  prostra-  made  another  exploratory  puncture  into  the 

tion  of  strength  gredt.  liver  on  the  right  side  of  the  epigastrium/ 

Finding  him  suffering  so  much,  and  evi-  without    finding  pus ;    but  a   quantity  of 

dently  in  a  very  dangerous  way,  and  consi-  serous  fluid  was  evacuated  from  the  cavity 

dering  the  general  as  well  as  local  symptoms  of  the  abdomen,  on  withdrawing  the  canula 

decidedly  indicative  of  existing  sappuration,  out  of  the  liver. 

I  pushed  a  trocar  into  the  liver  where  it  The  side  to  be  well  fomented,  and  after- 
protruded  into  the  epigastrium ;   but  only  a  wards  poulticed. 

Uttlc    blood   flowed    on    withdrawing    the  «  Enema ;  R.  Tinct.  Opii ;  Tlnct.  Hy- 

stUette.     Not  satisfied  with  this  exploration,  oscUmi,    aa.    M.  L.  ;     Aq.    Purie  j. 

I  pushed  the  new  exploratory  instrument  i^^  g^  g^ 
into  the  liver  behind  the  middle  of  the  side, 

between  the  eighth  and  ninth  ribs,  when,  to  He  gradually  sank,  and  died  on  the  13th. 

our  satisfaction,  pus  flowed;  not,  however,  DUaeetion,  teven  hours  after  deaih.-^ 

through  the  tube  of  the  instrument,  but  by  Previously  to  opening  the  body,  the  explo- 

the  side  of  it,  apparently  from  my  having  ntorf  instrument  was  introduced  into  the 

gone  beyond  the  abscess.  li^w*  »«"•  ^^  end  of  the  eleventh  (floating) 

1  then  withdrew  the  explorer,  and  intro-  "b,   when  thin   yeUow  pus  issued    freely 

duoed  a  Urge  sized  flat  trocar,   by  which  through  ito  canal,  shewing  it  had  entered  an 

eight  or  nine  ounces  of  thick  cuniy  pus  were  abscess. 

evacuated.    When  the  evacuation  was  nearly  (Edematous  swelling  of  the  hands,  feet, 

completed,   a  gurgling  of   air   took  place  and  ancles,  with  emaciation  of   the  arms, 

through  the  canula,   apparently  from   the  legs,  and  thighs,   abdominal  enlargement, 

action  of  the  diaphragm,  and  a  cork  was  then  distension    of    the    right    hypochondrium, 

fitted  to  the  canula,  (which  was  retained  in  hulging  of  the  ribs  of  the  right  side,  and  an 

W/il)  with  directions  to  take  it  out  at  mid-  ulcerative  sloughy  state-of  the  wound,  oon- 

dav  and  in  the  evening,  to  allow  accumulated  atituted  the  external  appearances, 

matter  to  escape,     A  bit  of  sticking-plaster  On  dividing  and  tummg  back  the  abdo- 

was  applied  over  the  orifice  of  the  first  pnnc-  mw"!  parietes,  it  was  found  that  firm  adhe- 

ture  fai  the  epigastrium.  »<>"»  of  recent  formation,  had  taken  place 

After  this,  the  patient's  breatWng.  and  his  between  it  and  the  Uver,  where  the  two  punc- 

deeubitus  on  the  back,  were  somewhat  re-  tiires  were  made  in  the  epigastric  region ; 

lieved ;  and  he  said  he  felt  altogether  better,  "nd  attentive  examination  could  not  detect 

He  complained  of  thirst,  for  which  he  was  «ny  mark  of  inflammation  in  the  substance 

ordered  small  quantities  of  lemonade,  and  of  the  gland  around  the  points  punctured : 

the  following  mixture  :—  ^e  cicatrixation  of  it  was  perfiect.     The  right 


lobe  nearly  reached  to  the  spleen. 

Although  his  bowels  were  free,  he  was  It  was  found  that  the  exploratory  instm- 
ordered  a  purging  enema  in  the  evening;  ment  which  before  dissection  was  pushed 
andagrainofAcet.Morph.  at  bed-time.  A  into  the  liver,  had  entered  a  large  distinct 
large  poultice  to  be  applied  over  the  hepatic  abscess  situated  in  the  right  side  of  the  con- 
region  and  side     Spoon  diet ;  and  congee.  cave  surface  of  the  gland,  which  had  very 

3d  Mareh,  Mane, — Says  he  did  not  sleep,  narrowly  escaped  being  penetrated  in  the  ex- 

and  that  he  has  not  alepC  for  many  nights,  ploration  made  on  the  5th  instant.     Ita  area 

but  that  he  feels  better  this  morning.    The  was  considerably  larger  than  a  man's  fist, 

canula  was  withdrawn  last  night,  and  a  tent  and  it  contained  upwards  of  a  pint  and  a 

of  lint  introduced  instead.     A  little  thick  half  of  thick  yellow  greenish  pas. 

matter  is  discharged  at  each  dressing.     The  Immediately  above  this  abscess  was  the 

urine  is  now  clear.     Pulse  100 ;  skin  warm  empty  contracted  sac  of  the  one  opened  and 

and  moist ;  bowels  open ;  thirst  less.  evacuated  on  the  2d  of  March  :   the  inner 

Contin.  mirtum.     To  have  an  egg  and  '"'^^ri'i;^  •.^'^""f^^'Tf^T"' 

one  pint  of  beer,  with  .poon  diet^  ^"^^              throughout  the  coarM 

Vetpere, — Slept  a  good  deal  during  the  At  the  centre  of  the  upper  convex  part  of 
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the  liver  was  a  third  distinct  abscess,  ike  right,  and  lower  than  the  first  puncture  (i.  #. 

largest  of  all,  containing  nearly  three  pints  a  little  below  the  cartilaginous  junction  of 

of  matter,  which  seemed  not  only  the  chief  the  ninth  to  the  eighth  rib) ;  I  inserted  a 

cause  of  the  projection  of  the  organ  beyond  trocar  in  the  direction  of  the  osntre  of  ihe 

the  ribs,  by  its  pushing  it  downwards,  but  diaphragm,   but   without   coming   to    any 

also  of  the  projection  of  the  diaphragm  into  matter. 

the  right  cavity  of  the  chest:  it  pu^ed  the  The  operation  did  not  appear  to  give 

diaphragm  as  high  up  as  the  fourth  rib.  The  much  pain,  fike  preparatory  puncture  with 

uf^er  part  of  the  walls  of  this  abscess  ad-  the  lancet  rendering  the  entrance  f^  the 

hered  extensively  to  the  diaphragm ;  as  did  trocar  eagy,)  and  it  was  not  followed  by  any 

those  of  the  lowest  abscess  to  the  cellular  bad  effects;  but  we  did  not  deem  it  advisabte 

substance  and  other  parts  above  the  right  to  institute  any  furtiier  exploration  at  this 

kidney.  time. 

There  was  no  adhesion  between  the  liver  Very  little  blood  came  from  the  liver,  but 

and  the  colon  or  stomach.  on  withdrawing  the  canuU,  a  quantity  jof 

The  anterior  part  of  the  right  lobe  (where  serous   (aecitic)  fluid   escaped  through  'it 

the  two  punctures  in  the  epigastrium  were  from  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  indicating 

made)  and  the  left  lobe  were  somewhat  en-  that  no  adhesion  then  existed  between  the 

larged,  but  their  substance  did  not  appear  liver  and  abdominal  parietes  at  that  part. 

otherwise  unhealthy.  The  details  of  the  case,  and  post-mortem 

The  gall  bladder  was  contracted,  and  of  a  examination,   show,   first,  that  as  no  bad 

pale  colour.  consequences    resulted   from    making   the 

The  right  cavity  of  the  thorax  was  fiill  of  punctures,  danger  need  not  be  apprehended 

darkish  serum, — it  contained  at  least  five  from  pushing  a  trocar  into  the  parenchyma-' 

pints;  and  the  lung  of  that  side  was  col-  tons  substance  of  an  enlarged  liver;  secondly, 

lapsed,  compressed  into  a  surprisingly  small  that  the  punctures  were  the  means  of  causing 

size,  non-crepitant,  and    perfectly   unser-  adhesion  between  the  liver  and  abdominal 

viceable.  parietes;  thirdly,  that  the  man's  life,  if  it 

The  left  lung,  heart,  and  Urge  blood-  was  not  eased  and  prolonged,  at  any  rate 

vessels,  presented  no  chsnge  from  health.  was  not  shortened  by  the  operations;  and, 

From  the  state  of  the  liver  and  contents  lastly ,  that  even  had  I  succeeded  on  the 

of  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax,  there  was  no  2nd  instant  in  reaching  all  the  abscesses  to 

doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  death.     The  event  evacuate  them,  so  great  was  the  guamium  of 

was  probably  neither  accelerated  nor  retarded  disease  in  the  liver  and  right  lung,  that  there 

by  the  punctures  made  in  the  former :  it  was  would  have  been  no  chance  of  Uie  patient's 

judged  that  the  patient  was  past  recovery  by  recovery. 

any  human  means  at  the- time  they  were  It  has  been  customary  for  medical  offioen 

made.  to  mairk  with  a  sort  of  esultanee  tlie  unex- 

^.  .    .  ^    s    ,    .     ^     ,1.  pected  discovery  of  an  abscess  in  the  liver 

atmcal  Remarks  by  Dr.  Murray.  after  death,  as  if  thereby  showing  that  death 

We  have  derived  much  information  of  an  must  have  been  the  inevitable  result  of  any 
interesting  and  instructive  kind  from  this  treatment  in  such  cases;  but,  hereafter,  I 
unfortunate  but  important  case  [of  Gorman],  shall  rather  be  inclined,  in  general,  to  con- 
Three  days  subsequently  to  making  the  sider  such  a  discovery  as  a  reflection  upon 
punctures  on  the  2d  instant,  the  purulent  their  discrimination  and  practice, 
discharge  ceased,  when  great  increase  of  There  is  at  present  too  great  relnctanoe 
dyspnoea,  anxiety,  and  restlessness,  super-  on  the  part  of  most  practitioners  to  explore 
vened ;  and  the  liver  was  felt  projecting  still  enlarged  lirers,  even  when  there  are  strong 
farther  beyond  the  ribs  all  across  the  side.  characteristic  symptoms  of  existing  abscess. 

The  hectic  fever,  weight  in  the  hepatic  from  apprehension  of  danger  in  the  opera- 

region,  and  sense  of  suffocation  om  decubitus  tion.    A  deterring  titorj  is  told  here  of  a 

on  the  back  and  left  side,  continued ;   the  patient  once    dying  firom  hsemoirhage  in 

latter  symptom  was  much  more  prominent  consequence  of  a  trocar  having  been  pndied 

than  I  ever  witnessed  in  any  case  of  simple  into  his  liver ;  but  I  can  call  to  mind  seven- 

hepatic  disease;  and  was  owing,  ss  appeared  teen  cases  within  the  last  few  years,  vrfaeran 

on  dissection,  to  the  hydrothorax.   The  case  I  performed  this  operation  without  any  bad 

was  altogether  distressing  and  alarming,  and  consequences;  by  which  six  of  the  patieotB 

the  prognosis  most  unfavourable.  were  recovered,  and  are  alive  at  this  day  I 

In  the  hope  of  being  able  to  reach  another  believe, 

abscess,  or  to  re-open  the  one  I  had  before  I  consider,  that,  with  a  good  anatomicai 

penetrated  in  a  more  depending  position,  and  pathological  knowledge  of  the  region  in 

and  thereby  afford  relief  to  the  patient,  after  our  mind*s  eye,  to  enable  us  to  avoid  the 

making  a  preparatory  puncture  with  a  lancet  large  hepatic  vessehi,  the  gall-blsdder,*  the 

through  the  integuments  into  the  enlarged 

^^^                      ^  «n<i  »  *»lf  n»»  *o  ^c  ♦A  tumid  gall-bladder  projecting  at  the  epi- 
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colon,  and  the  stomach ;  there  ia  abundance  When  the  abscess  is  central,  or  situated 

of  evid^oe  to  anthorize  us,  nay  that  it  is  in  the  upper  (convex)  part  of  the  liver,  it 

our  bounden  duty,  to  explore   the  liver,  will  require  much  confidence  and  boldness 

without  hesitation  or  delay,  in  most  cases  in  the  practitioner  to  operate  effectually ;  but 

where  pathognomonic  symptoms  of  abscess  what  arduous  operation    does    not  ?    The 

in  it  exist,  and  the  disease   is  interfering  example  of  perseverance  set  us  by  Surgeon 

seriously  and  prejudiciously  with  the  fiinc-  Wilkins,  of  the  41st  regiment,  (mentioned 

tions  of  the  organ,   and  with  the  general  at  page  480,  Vol.  I.  of  this  journal,)  where 

health  of  the  patient.  he  introduced  the  long  trocar  for  puncturing 

By  early  accurate  diagnosis,  and  active  the  bladder  in  order  to  reach  the  abscess,  by 

constitutional  and  local  (pretentivt)  treat-  which  means  he  cured  his  patient,  should 

ment,  a  fatourable  termination  may  very  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

often  be  happily  brought  about  in  hepatic  It  seems  to  me  only  necessary  to  draw  the 

diseases  without  the  necessity  of  operative  attention  of  medical  officers  to  the  general 

procedure;    but    when    abscess    has    once  fatality  of  hepatic  abscess,  and  to  excite 

formed,  we  know  how  little  advantage  is  to  reflection  theieon,   to  carry  conviction   to 

be  expected  from  persisting  in  the  use  of  their  minds  of  the  advantage  of  the  practice 

mercury  or  any  other  medicine :  therefore,  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  establish.  I  am 

let  the  question  be  fairly  put — Does  not  the  by  no  means  anxious,  however,  that  my 

trocar,  with  a  well  regulated  diet,  hold  out  a  views  should  be  hastily  adopted,  as  nothing 

better  prospect  of  success?  is  more  injurious  than  the  reception  of  any 

The  case  under  consideration  was  at  first  proposition   without   scrupulous    cxamina- 

under  the  care  of  my  friend  Dr.  Mortimer,  tion : — ^if  it  be  false,  this  perpetuates  error ; 

who  I  must  mention  was  about  to  explore  if  true,  it  abridges  its  utility  by  leaving  the 

the  liver  when  the  man  was  transferred  to  principle  insufficiently  investigated  and  ex- 

the  54th  hospital,  where  the  Doctor  con-  plained,  and  thus  abridging  its  application*. 

tinned  to  take  a  warm  interest  in  him  to  the     % 

last,  and  kindly  conducted  the  Auiopaia.  CONTRIBUTIONS 

After  having  seen  this  dissection,  I  would  to  the 

hereafter  explore  to  a  greater  extent  any  CHEMICAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  SOME 

anauMrous  case:   and  1  am*  moreover,  of  _       ^    _             ^ 

opiiSn.  thrt  dl  our  puncture.  Zm  te  FORMS  OF  MORBID  DIGESTION. 

made  from  the  abdominal  cavity— entering  Br  Goldino  Bird, 

the  trocar  or  explorer  under  the  edge  of  the  M.D.,  A.M.,  F.L  8.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College 

cartilages  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  or  ninth  of  PbysiciaBs,  Senior  Phyaidaa  to  the  Finsbury 

ribs,  as  circumstances  may  indicate.     We  ^S*^"^»  *R?  Lecturer  on  Medical  Physics 

may  often  indeed  get  nearer  to  the  abscess  "*  ^^^  •  Hospital. 

through  one  of  the  intercostal  spaces;  and  I  (For  the  Medical  Gazette.) 

think  primary  exploration  may  sometimes  ^ 

™  «l!Snl?^t'ui"in!J™^*^n'7  Notwithstanding  the  labours  of  the 

a  very  mmute  flat  canular  mstrument :  but,  u**            ju      •«.•         ax,     e.    ^ 

from  not  baring  seen  any  patient  r^cove^  V^Yf}^^^?  ^nd  chemist  wnce  the  first 

where  the  matter  was  evicted  in  this  di-  application  of  chemistry  (o  physiolocy 

lection   (through   the   diaphragm);    from  and  pathology,  we  begin  even  now  only 

finding  that  the  action  of  the  fibres  of  the  ^  experience  a  faint  ghmmenng  of 

diaphragm  impedes  the  free  discharge  of  the  that  hffht  which  we  may  hope  to  see 

matter,  somewhat  like  a  valve ;  from  ob-  diiTusea  over  those  important  sciences, 

serving  that  air  sometimes  enters  the  wound  when  our  knowledge  of  the  composition 

when  made  here ;  and  from  considering  that  of  the  secretions  oecomcs,  at  least,  as 

the  opening  is  not  ao  dependent  through  the  perfect  as  that  of  the  structure,  of  the 

walla  of  the  thorax  as  when  made  through  secerning   organs   themselves.     Since 

the  abdominal  parietes;  I  beg  to  recommend  the  publication  of  the  laborious  joint 

the  latter  mode  in  aU  cases;  and  I  must  ahio  work  of  Prof.  Tiedemann  and  Gmelin, 

say  that  1  would  prefer  a  long  flat  trocar  to  but  few  additions  have  been  made  to 

any  other  instrument,  as  the  stilette  can  be  ^^^  knowledge  of    the  chemistry  of 

jathdiuwn  oc^naUy  dunng  the  operation  ^^^  gecretions   subservient  to  hedthy 

^rJ^TT^  '^^m^  ^  1^-  ^^Z  digestion ;  and  still  fewer  contributions 

trated;  and  the  canola  can  be  left  in  etUn  u  °    i.             j   x          i     i     'j  a*      ai. 

afterwards,  if  thought  derirable.  ^^^^  ^^?  "J*^^  ^"^^^  elucidating  the 

®                    ^^^^^  nature  of  Uiose  which  are  exclusively 

,             ~  ~   '      77"  ~            \  Uie  product  of  morbid  action.    In  this 

gastrium,  may  be  dlstin|;uisbed  from  an  abscess  euhiSet  Hp«  rnnri>»lMl   «.  vnut   field    of 

of  the  liver,  by  a  pecaliariodanuion  continuously  f"«^J?cl  lies  conceaiea  a  vast   nCMl   01 

nuToondinir  the  latter  which  is  not  present  in  the  mqmry  hitherto  almost  unentered — a 

fonnor,  it  ocing  a  soft,  clastic  arcumscribed ■ —     — 

Ciimnr,  the  rmuit  of  over  distension  from  fluid  in  *  From  the  Madras  Quarterly  Medical  Journal, 

a  natural  cavity.  Vol.  U. :  1840. 
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circnmstance  readily  explained  by  the  sef^nently,  in  their  physical  and  cfae- 

difficulties  surronnding  it.      In  now  mical    cnaracters.      Independently    of 

oflFering  my  own  very  crude  and  im-  any  peculiar  products  oi  disease,    iwe 

perfect  observations  to  notice,  I  do  not  may  nave  saliva,  mucus  of  the  mouth, 

presume  to  even  hope  that  I  shall  sue-  fauces,  cesophagus,  stomach,  or  bronchi, 

ceed  in  removing  any  of  these  difficul-  gastric  ana  pancreatic  juice,  and  bile, 

ties :  all  that  I  dare  aspire  to  is,  that  either  nearly  separate,  or  mixed    in 

the  results  of  my  investigations  may  various  proportions ;  and  as,  with  the 

serve  as  incentives  to  others,  and  that  exception  of  bile,  all  these  secretions  are 

in  a  few  years  we  may  at  least  know  colourless,  and  closely  resemble  each 

as  much  concerning  the  composition  of  other  in  their  general  appearance,  the 

the  various  morbid  secretions  of  the  greatest  possible  difficulty  is  expert- 

digestive  organs,  as  we  now  do  of  those  enced  in  ascertaining  their  real  ongin. 

of  the  kidney.  This  difficulty  is  eimanced  by  the  too 

I  had  intended  to    have   deferred  frequent  absence  of   any  differential 

publishing  these  investigations  until  physical  or  chemical  character,  whose 

the  whole  chain  of  inquiry  had  become  existence  would  enable  us  to  recognise 

complete;    but  as  I  cannot  avoid  re-  the  proper  nature   of  the  particular 

finding  this  as  hopeless,  at  least  in  my  secretion.     It  is  true  that  the  free  acids 

hands,  and  a  large  amount  of  criide  in  the  gastric  juice,  and  the  presence 

matter  having  accumulated,    1    have  of  sulpnocyanogen  in    saliva,   afford 

thought    it   better    to    make    public,  tolerably  ready  means  of  distinguishing 

through  the  pages  of   the    Mepical  these  two  secretions  from  many  others ; 

Gazette,  the  results  I  have  arrived  at,  but  we  shall  have  occasion  to  see  that 

leaving  to  others  the  task  of  supplying  even  these,  in  several  instances,  com- 

their  deficiencies,  and  correcting  any  pletely  fail.     In  the  present  imperfect 

errors  into  which  I  ma^r  have  fallen.  state  of  our  knowledge,  all  abstract 

The  present  short  series  of  papers  is  analysis  of  animal  fluiajB  are  compara- 
devotea  exclusively  to  an  investigation  tively  useless,  from  their  necessarily  im- 
into  the  nature  and  composition  of  the  perfect  character;  hence  I  have  preferred 
different  fluids  discharged  by  the  mouth  submitting  the  different  vomited  fluids 
from  the  stomach,  in  various  states  of  to  the  action  of  a  series  of  reagents, 
depraved  digestion.  Wherever  I  have  and  comparing  the  results  after  the 
been  able,  I  have  examined  the  nature  manner  so  successfully  employed  by 
of  the  healthy  secretions  for  n^self ;  the  learned  professors  of  Heidelberg, 
and  where  this  could  not  be  effected,  in  their  researches  on  healthy  diges- 
I  have  had  recourse  to  those  authorities  tion.  This  mode,  although  excessively 
which  I  regarded  as  most  trustworthy,  tedious,  appears  to  hold  out  the  only 
In  closing  these  prefatory  remarks,  I  may  probable  chance  of  proceeding  success- 
be  permitted  to  observe,  that  I  do  not  fully  in  investigations  of  this  kind.  It 
propose  in  these  papers  to  limit  my^self  has  also  the  advantage  of  not  requiring 
to  mere  abstract  chemical  observations,  any  great  tact  of  chemical  manipula- 
but,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  shall  tion;  and  hence  enables  every  practi- 
endeavour  to  connect  the  characters  of  tioner  who  will  take  the  trouble,  to 
the  peculiar  secretion  submitted  to  offer  his  own  mite  of  information, 
examination  with  the  history  of  the  The  first  secretion  M^hich  it  is  neces- 
'case  affording  it.  I  am  anxious,  also,  sary  to  examine  in  its  healthy  and  dis- 
to  impress  on  my  professional  brethren,  eased  condition  is  saliva.  This  fluid, 
that  tne  only  part  of  these  communica-  in  its  healthy  state,  has  been  made  the 
tions  I  offer  with  confidence  is  that  subject  of  numerous  and  careful  inves- 
which  depends  upon  experiment  and  tigations ;  and  our  knowledge  of  its 
observation  :  any  hypothesis  or  theory  constituents  may  be  regarded  as  more 
I  may  hazard,  or  conclusion  I  may  perfect  than  that  of  any  other  secre- 
venture  to  draw,  is  offered  with  the  tion,  the  bile  and  urine  excepted; 
utmostdiffidence,and^qth  the  strongest  whilst,  in  its  morbid  condition,  it  has 
desire  of  seeing  them  replaced  by  been  scarcely  at  all  examined, 
better. 

The    f ' ^Tgcd    from    the  Abstract  and  differential  properties  (^ 

mouth  '  ice  of  any  ex-  healthy  saliva. 

citing  'warily    vary        Saliva,  obtained  by  ejecting  it  from 

consi  and,  con-  the  mouth,  is  always  mingled  with  a 
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considerable     proportion     of    mucus  2.  The  secretion  of  the  saliva  was 

secreted  by  the  numerous  little  glands  excited  and  kept  up  by  every  thing 

studding  the  lining  membrane  of  the  which  rendered  a  movement  of   the 

mouth  and  fauces :  hence  all  the  che-  lower  ^aw  necessary,  as  speaking,  mas^ 

mical  characters  given  of  the  fhiid  thus  tication,  coughing,  &c. ;  the  quantity 

procured  must  be  regarded  rather  as  secreted  durinsr  the  ingestion  of  food 

applying  to  this  mixture  than  to  the  increasing  in  tne  ratio  of  the  stimulat- 

mere  secretion  of  the  salivary  glands,  inj^  or  pungent  properties  of  the  latter, 

The  fortunate  occurrence  of  a  case  in  or  the  difficulty  it  opposed  to  the  per- 

which  a   fistulous    opening,    through  formance  of  mastication ;    and  during 

which  the    secretion  of  the    ^otid  sleep  little  or  no  saliva  was  collected  in 

eland  escaped  externally,  has,  m  the  the  oag. 

hands  of  JDr.  Mitscherlich,  supplied  .  3.  Tne  amount  of  saliva  secreted  by 
us  with  every  information  we  can  desire  one  parotid  gland  differs  with  the  cha- 
on  this  subject*.  This  curious  case  racter  of  the  food,  and  the  rapidity  of 
'illustrates  many  very  important  points  the  movements  of  the  lower  jaw  re- 
connected with  the  secretion  of  saliva,  quired  to  effect  its  mastication.  On 
under  the  various  circumstances  con-  one  day,  2S'86  grains  of  saliva  were 
nected  with  mastication,  speaking,  &c.  collected  from  8}  a.m.  to  noon ;  during 
and  deserves  more  notice  than  it  this  time  he  spoke  but  little,  read  in 
appears  to  have  met  with  in  this  the  Talmud  with  a  low  voice,  and 
country.  breakfasted ;     during    the    afternoon, 

A  Jew,    from  Salkoski,    eetatis  40,  29'45  grains  were  collected    in    four 

came  under    the  care  of  Dr.   C.  G.  hours.    On  an  average  124  grains  were 

Mitscherlich,  in  Berlin,  in  1831 ;   he  secreted  in  the  course  of  twenty-four 

was  suffering  from  severe  pain,  referred  hours.      From    rei>eated  experiments, 

to  the  third  molar  tooth  of  the  left  side;  the  smallest  quantity  secreted  duriufi^ 

this  was  removed,  and  the  whole  sur-  the  three  daily  meals  amounted  to  713 

rounding  parts  were  found  swollen  and  grains,  and  the  largest  to  1 154*7  grains, 

tender,  the  tumefaction  extending  to  With  the  ordins^r^  food  of  the  hospital 

the  zygoma.    After  the  application  of  in  which  this  patient  was  treated,  the 

a  poultice,  an  abscess  maturated  and  quantity  secreted  in  twenty-four  hours 

burst.    Eventually  a  fistidous  opening  varied  from  917*5  to  1472*5  grains, 

upon  the  cheek,  about  half  a  line  wide,  4.    To  determine   the    qutmtity    of 

was  left,  whilst  the  saliva  was  pre-  saliva  secreted  in  a  given  time.  Dr. 

vented  escaping  into  the  mouth  in  con-  Mitscherlich  desired  the  patient  to  spit 

sequence  of  the  previous  closure  of  the  into  a  vessel  all  the  saliva  secreted  in 

duct  of  Steno,  apparently  by  the  ante-  the  mouth  during  fifteen  minutes,  its 

cedent  inflammation ;  hence  the  secre-  j^eneration  being  excited  by  moving  the 

tion    escaped    through    the    fistulous  jaw.       In   this  space  of   time    r4*26 

opening  as  soon  as  formed.    For  the  grains  of  saliva  were  collected  in  the 

purpose  of  collecting  the  saliva  for  ex-  bag  attached  to  the  fistulous  opening, 

ammation,  a  small  bag  of  varnished  and  97*1  grains   were  spat  from  the 

silk  was  carefully  adjusted  to  the  side  mouth ;  hence  the  quantity  secreted  in 

of  the  check  over  the  opening  into  the  fifteen  minutes*  by  the  nght  parotid, 

duct.     When  the  bag  was  thus  at-  submaxillary,   and  sublingual  glands, 

tached,  the  following  interesting  facts  was  rather  more  than  six  times  the 

were  observed : —  quantity  secreted  by  the  left  parotid. 

1.  When  little  or  no  motion  of  the  This  estimation  must  be  regarded  as 

lower  jaw  occurred,  and  the  act  of  mas-  little  che  than  a  mere  approximation 

tication  was  unperformed,  no  evident  to  the  truth,  as  the  fluid  spat  from  the 

secretion  of  saliva  was  observed ;  thus,  mouth  contained  necessanly  a  consi- 

on  a  fast-day,  during  which  the  man  derable  quantity  of  mucus, 

took  no  food  from  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m..  It  is  tolerably  certain  that  the  total 

and  spoke  but  little,  scarcely  a  trace  of  quantity  of  saliva  secreted  during  a 

moisture  was  found  in  the  bag  attached  meal,  especially  during  the  ingestion 

during  those  nine  hours  to  the  fistulous  of  hard  and  stimulating  food,  has  been 

opening.  much   underrated;    for  during  a  not 

■  -■ . — -z — ,    .  .  ,  . — — r TT-r-  very  copious  meal,  an  ounce  was  col- 

Mit^^i^ ^Stil^%'^^^S^i  lected  from  the   left  parotid,    hence 

Uaikunde,  1833,  p.  491.  not  less  than  seven  ounces  must  have 
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been  secreted  by  the  whole  salivary  Mitscherlich's   padent,  it  was  fomid 

apparatus.      The   quantity    of  saliva  that  when  the  saliva  was  of  specific 

ffif  A?bl"^S''trn^;  K'-  1-<W2.  it  containedl.468  {^'^^^ 
one  meal;  indeed,  rather  the  reverse.  1-0079,  "  1-551  " 
During  a  dinner,  consisting  of  spiced  1-0083,  "  1-632  " 
soup  and  boiled  beef,  with  an  abun-  These  results  may  be  regarded  as  ex- 
dance  of  garlic  and  horse-radish,  502  tremely  accurate,  the  evaporations  haT- 
grains  of  saliva  oozed  from  the  parotid :  ing  been  effected  at  the  temperature  of 
when  the  meal  was  changed  for  one  the  atmosphere  imder  an  air-pump 
chiefly  composed  of  beef,  potatoes,  and  vacuum. 

bread,    462    grains    were    collected;  •.,.».      ^  *     ^     .. 

whilst  but  25)  grains  were  obtained         Aetd  and  alkahne  state  ofsaiwa. 

when  the  man    dined    on    rice-milk,        Almost  every  writer   has   given  a 

broth,  boiled  beef,  and  bread.      The  diflFerent  account  of- the  behaviour  oC 

times  occupied  by  these  meals  were  saliva  towards  test  papers.    The  ob- 

respectively  twenty-eight,  twenty-three,  servations  of  Dr.  Mitscherlich  have 

ana  twenty  minutes.  now  satisfactorily  explained  the  cause 

Speciiie   ^rflw/y.  — The    density  of  of  this  disagreement  among  different 

saliva  has  been  very  differently  stated  observers.    He  found  that  the  secretion 

by  chemists.    Gmelin  has  given  1-0043  from    the  parotid  was  always  iaintly 

as  the  average  specific  gravity  of  saliva  acid  when  mastication  was  not  going 

sp^t  from  the  mouth,  and,  consequently,  on ;  but  the  ingestion  of  food,  whether 

mixed  with  mucus,  which  would  much  fluid  or  solid,  invariably  caused  it  to 

diminish  its  real  density,  as  I  have  become  alkaline.    Often  the  very  liret 

repeatedly  found  the  latter  secretion  morsel  of  food  was  sufficient  to  produce 

as  low  as  1*0027.     Dr.  Mitscherlich  this  effect  in  a  very  decided  manner, 

found  the  saliva  collected  from   the  j  have  repeatedly  tested  the  truth  of 

parotid  of  his  patient  varied  in  density  Mitscherlich's    statements    with    oral 

from  1-0061  to  1-0088:  during  a  meal  saliva,  and  am  perfectly  convinced  of 

it  was  generally  found  to  be  1-0074.  their  accuracy.    The  reason  why  the 

My  own  observations  have  been  alone  secretion  found  in  the  mouth  during 

made  from  saliva  collected  from  the  fegting  is  so  nearly  neutral  as  scarcely 

mouth,  and  freed  from  insoluble  mucus  to  affect  the  most  delicate  test-paper, 

by  filtration;   and  here  I  have  found  arises  from  it  containing  a  considerable 

the  specific  gravity  to  varjr  considenu  quantity  of  mucus,  which  I  have  else- 

bly,  as  shewn  in  the  following  table:—  where shewnis  generally  alkaline* ;  and 

Saliva  from  a  healthy  individual     .    1-0091  hence  the  slightly  acid  reaction  proper 

Saliva    excited     by    masticating  to  the  very  scanty  secretion  of   the 

caontchouc      .        .        .        .1*0155  salivary  glands  during  fasting  is  nen- 

Saliva  from  mercurial  ptyaliam     .    1*0043  tralizea  by  the  alkaline  condition  of 

Saliva  in  another  case  .        .        .     1*0062  the  mucus.      One  hundred  grains   of 

Saliva  from  ptyalism  excited  by  saliva  from  the  parotid  of  Mitscherlich's 

creosote  ....     1*0084  patient  required,  for  complete  satura- 

Saliva  from  ptyalism  ezdted  by  tion,  0*223  of  sulphuric  acid,  or  juat 

dilorine  .        .        .        .    1'0062  the  quantity  necessary  for  the  neutra- 

Salivafromacaseofhystencptyalism    1*0080  ligation  of  0* 1 74  of  soda.     In  another 

The  mean  density,  as    determined  experiment,  0*196  grains  of  acid  was 

from  these  observations,  is  1*0081,  con-  sufficient  for    the  saturation   of    100 

siderably  above  the  average  of  Gmelin,  grains  of  saliva,  equivalent  to  the  neu- 

a  circumstance  probably  to  be  partly  tralization  of  0*153  of  free  soda. 


employed  a  glass  globule,   and  com-  «  lo  dl.e.«»  in  which  the  secretion  of  the 

pared  the   weights   lost    by  it    when  month  and  ftwces  becomea  excemive.  as  in  tear- 

weighed  in  distilled  water  and  in  the  '•*»»•  *»<*  cynanche  tonsiUaiia.  iU  alkaUne  pro- 

saliva  under  examination.    The  density  "^^  S^^^^^^'ufS^tX  S^ 

of  the  secretion,  of  course,  increases  m  mr  attention  drawn  to  thii  by  the  patiient's 

proportion    to    the    amount   of    solid  mewto,wbol»lnoticedtheinfta«onofro«es^n^ 

**    i^*"y"       1   2i             rru.       •       Vk  aa  a  irargle,  chann^ed  to  a  R^reen  colour  on  bdaff 

matter  in    solution.      Thus,    in.  Dr.  spat  ftom  the  mouth.                              ^^ 
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contain  0*494  grains  of  saline  matter,  yet  the  evidence  on  which  it  rests  is 

consisting  of  a  proportion  of  potass  and  not  indisputable ;  and,  even  if  it  were, 

soda  too  consideraole  to  be  neutralized  would,  I  suspect,  as  shewn  by  my  own 

by  the  acids  present:  and  supposing  experiments,  constitute  the  exception 

these    existed    in    combination    with  rather  than  the  rule.    It  is  true  that 

potass  as  the  stronger  base,  '094  grains  the  circumstanceof  saliva,  whcnslightly 

potass,  and  0O24  soda,  would  be  left  acid,  or  after  being  neutralized  by  the 

unsaturated.      At  least  a  portion    of  addition   of  an    acid,  recovering   its                 1 

these  bases  existed  in  combination  with  alkalinity  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 

an  organic  acid,  as  the    lactic,  and  would,  on  a  prmA  facie  view,  appear                  1 

mucus,  or  more  probably  albumen ;  for  to  countenance  Scnultz's  opinion  of 

on  saturating  firesh  saliva  with  an  acid,  the  volatile  nature  of  the  alkau  exciting                  I 

a  deposit  of  matter  resembling  coajiii-  the  secretion.      We    shall,  however, 

lated  albumen,  but  regarded  by  Mits-  have  occasion  to  learn  that  this  fact 

cherlich  as  mucus,  always  ensued.  admits  of  a  totally  different  explana- 

Dr.  C.  H.  Schultz,  of  Berlin,  in  a  tion. 
very  ingenious  monograph  on  diges- 
tion *  penned  whilst  con^escing  from  Ckemieal  eompotitum  qf  soUea, 
the  horrors  of  severe  dyspepsia,  has  j^  jj^e  secretions  of  the  body  may  be 
laid  considerable  stress  on  the  alkaline  reff^^ded  as  composed  of  two  class4  of 
chanictem  of  sahva.  This  physician  p^ximate  elements,  one  conswting  of 
obtained  the  secretion  by  holding  a  f^ose  common  to  aU  or  most  oSier 
lump  of  supir  in  hM  moutht;  and  accretions,  and  the  other  including  those 
hence,  from  the  facts  observed  by  Mits-  u„  ^^  j^e  particular  fluid :  to  the 
cherhch.  Its  allwlimty  must  have  been  ^„  ^ej  ^  ^^rtain  saline 
expected,  Each  drachm  of  the  secre-  combinations,  as  chloride  of  sodium, 
bon  thus  obtained  required  a  drop  of  ^^jate  of  soda,  with  salts  of  potass, 
wine  vinegar  for  lU  complete  saturation;  y^  magneriC  and  ammonia,  with  not 
but,  in  the  comw  of  a  few  hours,  re-  «nfr4quenUy  silicic  acid  andiron; 
covered  its  alkalinity.  Schultz  has  whilst  to  the  latter  are  referred  the 
stated  the  free  alkah  to  be  ammonia;  characteristic  ingredients  which  serve 
and  that  the  vapour  evoW  from  to  distinguish  »ar  «rce««iw  one  secre- 
heated  saliva  not  only  turns  red  htmus  jj^^  ch^calfy  from  another :  these 
paper  to  bine,  but  evolves  copious  ^  ^jj^^  ^„  g^U^^  ciystallizable 
fumes,  when  aro^  dipped  in  hydro-  compoundsVgeneraUy  belonging  to  the 
chlpnc  acid.  u.  held  near  the  vessel,  cyan^n  wfies,  as  snlphSsvinoge". 
This  statement  is  opposed  to  the  ve^  3iant^n,  urea,  iric  acid,'^an/perffaps 
accurate  observations  of  Mitscherhch,  ^^^^  (purplirate  of  ammonia  of  l5^ 
and  IS  qmte  unsupported  by  my  own  Prout),  arid  afi  capable  of  being  formed 
experiments ;  for  out  of  seven  Afferent  ^rtigciilly,  and  reSily  convertible  into 
specimens  of  saliva  obtwnrf  from  ^^^  ^^^^^J  „,  ^^^^^  <,f  certain  other 
serarat«  casta,  one  only  aflbrded  any  ggamHy  highly  azotised  ingredients, 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  lunmoma;  Kj^^^,  charSit/rized  by  intensity  of 
and  this  was  a  case  of  profuse  mer-  j  ^^  peculiarity  of  ttiste,  is  in 
cnrial  ptyalism.  The  eviaence  of  the  j^e  bile,  or  Wrked  %  the  abwmce  of 
evolution  of  wnmonia,  based  on  the  j^  blandness  of  taste,  and  by  their 
producbon  of  fumes  on  apnroximahng  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  abundant  cadence 
a  tube  dipned  m  hydiwrfifonc  acid  to  feeing  chiefly  composed  of  albumen 
a  nreyiously  heated  flmd,  is  frequently  -^  an  uncertwn  stateof  combination, 
Macious ;  for  vapoure  wtach  may  be  g,  -^  ,ji  ^^^^  mucoua  class  of  animal 
imstaken  for  those  afforded  by  traces  ggcretions.  The  chemical  constitution 
of  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia  are  pro-  f  ^^  as  in  the  case  of  other  mucous 
duced  whenever  a  rod  dipped  m  strong  secretions,  has  been,  I  conceive,  much 
hydrochloric  acid  is  helf  oyer  a  tube  ^^icured  by  admitting  among  its  in- 
containing  almost  any  fluid  heated  -^dients  cirtain  iU-defined  and  worse- 
below  ebifllition  ;  hence,  althourfi  it  is  gndcrstood  proxunate  principles,  often 
by  no  means  improbable  that  ScTiultz-s  j,  ,^.  jj,^,  component  eleiients  in  a 
own  saliva  contained  free  ammoma,  gj^j^  ^f  ^^^^  loose  combination,  that  a 

•  Dc  aiineotornm  eoococtloDe,  experiments  second  evaporation  of  their  solutions, 

MTi,  Beroiini,  18S4, 4to.  the  addition  of  alcohol,  or  a  few  days' 

|GS^'.'Hc;^tt.''Keport,,Toi.s,p.«.  exposure,  is  suflicient   to  effect  such 
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changes  as  to  give  rise  to  the  formation  placed  upon  the  results  of  abstract  ana- 
of  new  substances ;  at  least  if  difference  Jy ses  of  animal  fluids. 
of  solubility,  or  in  hehaviour  towards  The  erctract  of  saliva,  by  digesticm  in 
Bome  comparatively  unimportant  re-  alcohol,  is  separated  into  two  portions  ; 
agent,  be  regarded  as  sufficient  for  the  one  being  soluble,  and  me  other 
dignifying  them  as  new  and  distinct,  insoluble  in  that  menstruum.  The 
wnich  has  been  too  frequently  the  case  jwrtion  dissolved  by  the  alcohol  con- 
in  researches  connected  with  physiolo-  sists  of  organic  ingredients  common  to 
gical  chemistry.  most  animal  fluids,  and  composed  chiefly 

1 .  If  fresh  saliva  be  filtered  through  of  traces  of  fetty  matter,  with  lactate 
paper,  numerous  flocculi,  regarded  as  of  soda  (the  mixture  constituting  wliat 
insoluble  mucus,  are  separated ;  these  was  formerly  recognised  as  muco> 
consist  of  a  substance  much  resemblinfi^,  extractive  matter),  and  some  other  sa- 
in its  chemical  characters,  insoluble  line  ingredients,  among  which  the  pre- 
albumen,  mixed  with  particles  of  epi-  sence  of  sulphocyanogen,  Qombined 
thehum,  readily  distinguishable  unaer  with  one  of  tne  alkaline  metals,  is  the 
the  microscope.  most  remarkable    circumstance,  as   it 

2.  When  freshly  filtered  saliva  is  ma^  be  regarded  as  furnishing  the  most 
mixed  with  a  minute  quantity  of  any  satisfactory  evidence  we  possess  of  a 
dilute  acid,  a  deposit  falls,  in  weight  fluid  containing  saliva. 

seldom  equalling  one  per  cent,  of  the  That  portion  of  the  extract  of  saliva 

whole :  tnis  deposit  appears  to  consist  which  refuses  to  yield  to  the  solvent 

of  coagulated  albumen  in  a  sliehtly  action  of  alcohol,  is  by  the  action  of 

modified  state,  and  is  generally  reterred  water  separated  into  a  soluble  and  inso- 

to  that  convenient  eenus  of  unintelligi-  luble  portion ;  the  first  beingregarded  as 

ble  matters  denonunated  mucoid,  and,  thepeculiarmatterof  saliva,  the  ji/ya/m 

like  the  eaBtradive,  which  in  all  analyses  of  Berzelius ;  the  latter  as  salivary  mu- 

of  vegetable  products  made  until  within  cus,  (Speichelschleim  of  Mitacherlich). 

the  last  ten  years  formed  so  important  Of  these,  the  so-called  salivary  mucus 

an  ingredient,  is  now  rapidly  vanishing  closely  resembles  the  matter  precipi- 

from  the  results  of  modem  analyses.  tated  from  fr^sh  saliva  by  exposure  to 

3.  When  (reeh  saliva  is  exposed  to  the  air,  or  the  addition  of  an  acid,  and 
the  air,  it  gradually  becomes  turbid,  may  be  regarded  as  but  slightly  modified 
and  a  white  deposit,  in  no  way  distin-  coagulated  albumen,  combined  with  a 
guishable  from  co^g^ulated  sJbumen,  sm^l  quantity  of  saline  matter.  Tlie 
occurs.  This  change  is  attributed  by  other  ingredient,  ptyalin,  affords  an  ex- 
Mitscherlich  to  the  absorption  of  car-  cellent  illustration  of  the  indefinite 
bonic  acid  from  the  atmosphere,  al-  nature  of  most  of  the  proximate  ingre- 
though  he  does  not  cite  any  experi-  dients  of  mucous  secretions ;  for  not 
ment^in  support  of  this  view.  It  is,  only  do  Berzelius,  Leopold  Gmelin, 
however,  certain  that  the  presence  of  Mitscherlich,  and  Schultz,  all  of  whom 
carbonic  acid  is  by  no  means  either  es-  have  most  carefully  examined  its  pro- 
sential  or  necessary  for  the  production  of  perties,  and  whose  accuracy  of  obser- 
this  effect ;  for  I  find  that  freshly  fil-  vation  is  beyond  all  question,  differ 
tered  saliva  becomes  as  opaque  by  an  materially  in  their  description  of  more 
exposure  to  an  atmosphere  of  nydrogen  than  one  of  its  chemical  characters, 
gas,  as  it  does  when  left  in  the  open  but  the  three  last  named  philosophers 
air.  The  deposit  which  frdls  wnen  have  correctly  stated  that  each  time  a 
saliva  is  kept  under  a  receiver  of  hy-  solution  of  ptyalin  is  evaporated,  and  the 
drogen  is  quite  insoluble  in  nitric  acid,  residue  digested  in  unter,  a  considerable 
and  closely  resembles  that  produced  by  quantity  of  insoluble  matter  separates, 
the  addition  of  an  acid  to  the  recent  formed  in  fact  by  the  process  ofdesica- 
secretion.  tion,  for  which,  as  Gmelin  has  shewn, 

4.  When  saliva  is  carefully  evapo-  the  heat  of  a  water-bath  is  sufficient. 
rated  to  dryness,  it  loses  its  volatile  This  observation,  which  is  due  to  our 
ingredients,  consisting  of  water,  and  talented  countryman.  Dr.  Bostock,  is 
rarely  of  some  ammoniacal  salt ;  the  very  important,  for  it  shews  how  little 
residual  mass  is  certainly  generallv  al-  positive  difference  really  exists  between 
kaline,  although  Schultz  has  stated  the  the  principle  dignified  with  the  name  of 
contrary  to  be  the  case ^ a  circumstance  ptvalin,  and  the  albuminous  elements  of 
*'      '      "        little  dependence  can  be  other  mucous  secretions.     This   view 
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receives    still    Airther     conArmatioTi  The  whole  quantity  rately  eijuals  half 

|r(im  the  results  of  the  decomposing  a  grain  from  a  hundred  of  sahva* 
influence    of   the  voltaic  current  on       Saliva  may  thus  he  regarded  as  com* 

pty^klin,  which  I  ohservedin  the  course  posed  of  the  following  ingredients  : — 
of  my  researches  on  the  action  of  such  r         •     i^  o 

currents  or  alhuminousihiids,  elsewhere      Those  commtm  to  other  trnttnaljuiids--- 

recorded*.  Mr.  Brandelongago  shewed       Insoluhle   alhumen  comhined  with 

that  when  saliva  was  suhmitted  to  an  soda. 

electric  current— a  suhstance  in  aU  re-       Lactates  of  potass  and  soda, 
snects  analogous,  if  not  identical,  with       Chloride  of  potassium,  and  perhaps 

Albumen,  separated  at  one  of  the  elec-  sodium, 
trodes,  slthough  the  presence  of  this       Phosphate  of  lime, 
principle  was  not  previously  demonstra-       Silica. 

Die.  To  ascertain  which  ingredient  of  ,„  »  ,  ..  _,  •..  ^t  •  . 
saliva  yielded  this  substance,  I  prepared  Those  proper  to  sahtm,  and  dutingutsh- 
some  ptyalin  according  to  the  process  »*V  tt/rom  analogous  secretions. 
described  by  Berzeliusti  dissolved  it  in  Sulphocvanogen. 
water,  and  exposed  it  to  the  action  of  A  peculiar  albuminous  principle, 
the  couronne  oes  tasses  of  36  pairs,  used  (ptyaun^  convertible  into  a  matter 
in  the  experiments  related  in  my  papers  identical  with  the  so-called  insoluble 
on  albumen.  Coagulation  ensuea  at  mucus,  by  repeatedly  evaporating  its 
both  electrodes,  most  copiously  at  the  aqueous  solution,  and  evolving  albu- 
negative,  where  an  odour  of  chlorine  was  men  by  the  action  of  an  electric  cur- 
evolved;  aud  by  no  character  whatever  rent,  or  of  chlorine  gas. 
could  the  coagulated  mass  thus  sepa-  j^.  ^^^  ^ie  asked  how  is  .saliva 
rated  from  pty^m  be  distmginshed  from  ^  be  ddtinguished  from  odier  fluids 
idbumen;  with  which,  indeed,  I  cannot  discharged  Som  the  mouth,  as  in  py- 
but  beheve  it  to  be  identical.  I  have,  ^^^  gSstrorrhoea,  &c.  ?  It  is  evident, 
in  the  papers  jdluded  to,  stated  my  ^^  fi,„S,e,  that  the  peculiar  matter,  or 
conviction  that  the  evolution  of  chlo-  ptyalin,  is  utteriy  useless  for  this  pur- 
iine,  by  the  decomposition  of  the  chlo-  £^  ^  ^^^  ^^y  do  our  best  chemists 
ndes  present  m  the  fluid  exposed  to  the  ^tively  differ  in  their  accounts  of  its 
electnc  current,  is  the  active  agent  m  properties,  but  the  mere  act  of  evapo- 
causing  the  separation  of  what  I  have  J^^j^^  ^  sufficient  to  mask  all  its  pecu- 
regarded  as  albimien ;  and,  in  accord-  Uarities,  and  convert  it  into  a  matter 
ance  with  this,  I  have  mvanabljr  found  perfectly  undistinguishable  from  that 
that  a  current  of  gaseous  chlorine  was  ^gent  abundantly  in  all  mucous  fluids. 
snflicicnt  to  at  once  destrov  the  peculiar  f  ^  ^^^^^  ^  j^  is  true,  the  specific  gra- 
state  of  combination  m  which  albumen  ^.^  ^^  ^j^g  fluid,  as  I  shall  endeavour 
exists  in  many  mucous  secretions,  and  ^  <^^^  hereafter,  may  afford  some  little 
develop  what  I  conceive  to  be  their  true  assistance,  but  notwithstanding  this, 
nature.  Hence,  if  a  few  bubbles  of  ^^  ^^  compeUed  to  fall  back  upon  the 
chlorine  ^  be  passed  through  saliva,  chemical  characters  of  sulphocyanogen 
or  a  solution  of  ptyalin,  a  deposit,  often  ^  ^^^^  characteristic  of  the  secretion 
very  copous,  of  a  substance  which  I  j^  ^^^^  j^  ^^jg^g .  gt  even  here  we 
cannot  distinguish  from  albumen,  must  proceed  with  caution,  for  the  pre- 
nmidhroccurs.  ^  ^  .  ,.  .  .  sence  of  this  element  has  been  doubted, 
5.  When  the  extract  of  saliva  is  m-  ^^  even  denied,  by  some  very  careful 
cmerated,  its  fixed  salts  are  left,  mixed  •  observers.  As,  iiowever,  I  shall  have 
with  the  carbonates  of  potass  and  soda,  occasion  to  base  some  arguments  on  the 
the  bases  of  which  existed  m  the  secre-  origin  of  the  fluid  of  pyrosis,  upon  the  as- 
tiop,^  combined  with  organic  acids,  gumption  that  the  ingredient  under  con- 
chiefly  the  sulphocvanic  and  lactic,  and  igderation  really  exists  in  saliva,  I  trast 
albumen.  The  salts  consist  of  chloride  j  g^all  be  excused  for  examining  a  lit- 
of  potassium  and  phosphate  of  lime,  ^|e  ^t  length  this  essential  but  disputed 
mixed  with  a  minute  portion  of  silica,  point, 
— : 1 [To  be  oontinoed.] 

*  liOndon  sad  Edinbuivh  PbUOtophical  Mag»-  « • 

line,  vol.  X.  p.  87. 
tThdtf  de  Ckimie,  Arii,  ISO,  YiiL  vii  p.  155. 
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ON  THB  lings,  who  coveted  popularity ;  and  a 

fortune  easily  made  by  notoriety,  good 

DIVISION   OP  MEDICAL   LABOUR,  or  bS.                                           /»  «5^~- 

Bt  Robert  Hull,  M.D.  But  th^  were  l>a<*ed  by  smne,  who 

ought  to  have  known  better.    A  prac- 

[Far  th$  London  Medical  Gazette,']  titioner.of  just  celebrity,  thus  delivered 

hims^  in  favour  of  promiscuous  prae- 

TiiK  principle  of  honour,  in  our  pro-  tice  : — 

fiHhion,  is  tested  in  the  maintenance  of  "  In  our  view  mrgery  includes  all 

our  division  of  labour  J  of /air  compe-  injuries;  nearly  all  external  diseases, 

tition.  and  most  of  those  internal  ones,  which 

PhyBician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  are  produce  changes  recognisable    exter- 

the  ancient,  the  true,  the  English  ar-  nally;  and  all  which  require  operations, 

rangcmcnt.  external  applications,  or  any  kind  of 

Theoretical  amalgamations  may  be  medical  treatment.    The  rest  of  naedi* 

very  plausible  ;  and  foreign  examples  cine  belongs  to  the  physician." 

may  be  different;  but  I  say,  in  defiance  Rest,  indeed!    Crumbs    thrown   in 

of  the  utilitarian  cosmopolite,  that  the  contemptuous  kindness  to  the  aninpiK 

medical  habitudes  of  this  country  are  beneath  the  chirurgic  table ! 

best,  are  alone,  adapted  to  England.  But,  what  wretched  tuition  this  from 

The  stir  about  medical  reform  is  not  a  metropolitan  cathedra!    To  a  herd  of 

made  by  true  Englishmen ;    but  by  boys,  requiring  restraint  and  hninilia- 

lovers  of  America;    by   imitators   of  tion — not tothink more  highly  of  them- 

France.  selve  than  they  ought ! 


profcsBion  itself,  reforming  radicals.  /uucpii.    Art  is  not  too  long  for  any  of 

Before  these  philanthropists  under-  you,  whencesoever  you  come,  whidier- 

took  the  patronage  of   the  suffering  soever  you  go.  Cany  into  the  provinces 

faculty,  the  faculty  were  not  conscious  a  contempt  of  peculiar    studies    and 

of  suffering.  divided  practice.    Cry  down  the  pure 

The    pure    physician    obtained  his  physicians,  the  pure  chirurgeons  in  your 

moderate  living ;  content  with  less  in-  neighbourhood.    Medicine  is  one  and 

come  than  the  apothecary,  possessed  of  indivisible.  You,  who  have  pestledin  the 

more  rank.  mortar,  and  walked  the  hospitals,  hasten 

The  pure  surgeon  envied   not  the  back  to  the  country  to  carry  on  the 

titular  distinction  of   the  physician ;  healing  business :    you  are  as  compe* 

coveted  not  the  retail  fortune  of  the  tent  as  the  best." 

apothecary  ^    but,    conscious    of    the        Pretty  counsel  this  for  Mr.  Dix  of 

heroism. of  his  department,  preferred  Modbury,  and  Mr.  Hosegood  of  Pid- 

being  a  plain  chirurgeon,  to  the  pos-  dletrenthide ! 

session  or  an  equipage,  with  gallipots ;        To  me  it  seems  that  the  wise  pater- 

or  of  a  handle  to  his  name.  nal  master  should  have  said — "  Mr. 

The  agitation  is  raised  by  the  general  Hosegood  and  Mr.  Dix,  remember  your 

practitioners.  objects !    You  are  going  to  remote  dis- 

The  clamour  for  reform  is  raised  by  tricts,  where  you  must  practise  gene- 

a  few  only,  but  a  noisy  few.  rally ;  where,  unhappily,  the  division 

They  considerit  a  hardship  that  they  of  labour  cannot  be  brought  to  bear; 

should  be  placed,  professionally  or  so-  where  the  pure  surgeon,  the  pure  phy- 

cially,  in  a  position  below  the  pure  sician,  cannot  be  supported.    Prepare, 

physician  or  the  pure  surgeon.  then,  for  the  useful !    Aim  not  at  nu- 

The  clamour  for  reform  is  a  demand  croscopic  anatomy,  for  you  are  to  be 

for  the  abrogation  of  divided  labour-  rustic  physicians.    Devote  not  undue 

It    was    first  raised  bv  superficial  time  to  chemistry ;  for  you  are  also  to 

persons ;  men  of  a  new  lignt ;  despisers  be  rural  surgeons.    Make  the  best  of 

of  the  institutions  of  past  days.    Self-  your  various  studies ;   but,  when  you 

complacent  philosophers,  whose  abuse  do  arrive  at  your  country  arenas,  sa- 

of  national   customs    in    our  profes-  crifice  not  the  lives  of  your  patients, 

sion   was   founded   on    ignorance    of  lest,  by  summoning  Mr.  Barnes  from 

their  practical  benefit;  or  crafty  world-  Exeter,  or  Dr.  Symes  from  Bridport, 
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you  Bbould  forpgo  a  character  ^or  uni-  mense }  our  multifarious,  almost  infi- 

versal  skill !"  nitely  variegated  art. 

Such  admonitions  would  be  kind  to  Anatomy,    botany,    chemistry,    the 

the    students;    useful    to  the  public,  materia    medica,  natural   philosophy, 

The  young  gentlemen,  in  after  life,  physiolocy,    zoology,    and    numerous 

when  fully  bearded,  would  remember  sciences  beside,  are  ^subsidiary,  some 

them  with    latitude;    for  then  they  .essential  to  medicine, 

would  find  Uiem  alone  apolicable  to  Any  one  of  these  mi^ht  occupy  the 

human    capacities ;    and   the    public  longest  life :  nor  thenbe  exhausted. 

would  be  treated  by  practical,  humble-  The  student,  therefore,  hopeless  of  a 

minded    persoxis,    instead   of    slight,  mastery  over  all  or  either,  must  appor- 

suoerficial  ^rigs.  tion  his  attention  to  few :  at  all  events. 

Yet,  one  in  authority  has  ventured  to  not  to  very  many.     It  is  the  dream  of  a 

deny  "  the   inherent,   essential  diffe-  visionary,  if  he  calculates  upon  a  pro- 

rences  between  sui^erv  and  physic,  found  acquaintance  with  that  mass  of 

whicb   require    that    tney  should  be  sciences. 

exercised    by   different   persons,   and  But  he  may  obtain  a  basis  of  general 

taueht   by   distinct  teacners."     Has  acquirement,     more  or   less    special, 

cavuled  at  "a  College  of  Physicians,  whereon  to  erect  a  practical  superstruc- 

and  a  jCollege  of  Surgeons."    Has  pro-  ture. 

nounced  the  distinction  artificial,  that  This  brings  us  to  the  professional 

**  it  originated  in  a  period  of  barbarism ;  divisions,  which  have  long  obtained  in 

has  been  upheld  by  a  blind  deference  this  (once)  soberized  country, 

to  authority;  and,  although  the  same  Interwoven  with  the  very  structure 

causes,  together  with  the  interests  of  of  English  society,  the  medical  prac- 

certain  established  bodies,  may  protract  dee  hath  been  tnpartite ;  physic,  sur- 

itsexi8tence,it  has  received  a  fatal  6foii7."  gery,  phannacy:    or   surgery    united 

'Ev,^ir€irkird0parovMpai^hs6w6x^^f.  ^"^  pharmacy— the  caffing  of    the 

•     '^  general  practitioner. 

We  shall  see  whether,  in  this  in-  An  arrans^ement  founded  on  the  i>ub- 

stance,  the  medical  Demosthenes  be  a  lie    demand  and  wants;    compatible 

true  prophet !  with  true  science ;   conducive  to  &ir 

The  Roval  College  of  Physicians  has  competition, 

recently  aeclared  that  they  will  not  This  adapted,  this  scientific,  this  fair, 

sanction  the  abolition  of  our  specific  this  ancient  division  of  labour,  the  me- 

division  of  labour,    wisely  doubting  dical  reformer  seeks  to  destroy. 

the    existence    of    many    admirable  One  faculty  is  his  aim.    Each  prac- 

Crichtons.  tiser  is  to  form  a  compact  cyclopoedia 

The  College  provides  for  the  average  of  therapeutic  Iotc.    Locality  alone  is 

capacities  of  medical  men;  and  the  to  effect  a  difference  betwixt  the  savant 

justification  of  this  learned  body  may  eamine  a  ba^  subsistenee  among  the 

be  found  in  the  answers  to  three  ques-  Comisn  mines,  and  the  physician  to 

tions.    First,  is  the  division  of  labour,  her   Majesty  —  whose  sacred  person 

as  a  general  principle,  desirable,  ne-  may  heaven  preserve  from  the  level- 

oessarv  ?    Second,  is  the  division  ap-  lers  of  the  one  £aculty. 

pUcable  to  medicine  ?  ^  Third,  is  the  The  necessity  for  the  distinct  phy- 

particalar  division,  which  obtains  in  sician  is  proved  by  the  distinctions 

England,  the  most   adapted   to   this  among  physicians.    Even  the  tripartite 

country  ?  analysis  is  not  suflicient ! 

Now,  the  division,  as  a  general  prin-  We  constanUv  behold  pure  practi- 

ciple,  is  admitted  univenudly.    Then,  tioners,  men  of  great  capacity,  rich 

is  it  applicable  to  our  profession  ?  Why  medical  acquisition,  indefatigable  ap- 

not  ?    It  is  for  those,  who  grant  the  plication,  pursuing  mainly  ii^iiimr  m- 

ffeneral  principle,  to  shew  cause  why  vesti^tions.     Look    at   the  medical 

uiey  deny  its  appUcation  to  the  healing  chemistry  of  Dr.  Paris.    Would  the 

art    On  them  tiie  burthen.  world  have  rejoiced  in  suck  usefi^,  mas- 

But  there  is  no  reason  for  dialectic  terly  productions  as  his,  if  their  author 

fencing.  The  disinterested  person,  who  had  studied  with  equal  order  the  sur- 

is  philosophically  humble,  and  will  but  gery  of  the  eye,  of  the  bladder,  of  the 

think,  must  concede  the  necessity  for  bowels  ? 

division  in  our  extensive,  almost  im.  The  most  splendid  discoveries  in  our 
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rH  have  been  the  result  of  almost  ex-  of  the  apothecary,  he  should  be  ramped' 

elusive  labour.    Divided  work  is  the  by  common  consent.      No    term     ift 

best  security  for  attempted  perfection,  dearer  to  Englishmen  than  the  word 

The    levelling    amalgamator    may  fair, 
vociferate  in  lectures,  or  advertise  in        It  is  not  fair  for  the  medicos    to 

books,    that  the  same    men    can    be  secure  chirurgic  patients  by  the  attrac  • 

equally  skilled  in  physic  and  chirurgery ;  tion  of  his  prefi  x. 
but  the  signal  will  not  be  respected,  if       It  is  not  fair  for  him  to  take  such 

it    meaneth    "  come    to    me."      The  low  fees,  that  patients    are    decoyed 

public,  like  Nelson,  "  have  a  right  to  be  away  from  the  general  practitioner, 
olind  at  times :"  and  malgrS  the  uni-        Poaching  on  the  manor  of  another  ib 

versalist,  the  panaceist,  they  will  consult  well    understood,    and    resented     b^ 

Dr.  AbercTombie  for  their  brains,  Dr.  sportsmen.     Professional  poaching  is 

Hope    about    their   hearts,    and   Dr.  more  disgraceful. 
Johnson  about  their  bowels.  The  lawyers  permit   no    poaching 

The  predilection  for  peculiar  medical  upon  their  divisions.    We  hear  not  of 

studiesis  entirely individuid  peculiarity.  "  one  faculty"  in  the  law.    Every  man 

It  cannot  be  inculcated.   It  may  or  may  is  contentea  in  that  station  of  law  in 

not  be  developed.  which  it  hath  pleased  his  friends  to 

It  is  sufficient  for  practical  use,  that  place  him,  and  works  away  cheerily 

the  medical  disorders  generally  be  the  per  varios  casus;  per  tot  discrimina, 
department  of  a  class  of  practitioners.        The  solicitor  repines  not  that  hiffh 

If,  of  this  class,  any  man  choose  to  lay  office  and  rank  should  be  exelnsiv^y 

himself  out  for  stricter  studies   and  open  to  a  certain  class  of  his  legal 

practice,  so  much  the  better.    Such  a  brethren.      Grumbles  not  that  Lord 

physician    is    neither    blamed,    nor  Cottenham  has  obtained  the  peerage ; 

satirized,  nor  envied  by  his  medical  that  Sir  William  Follett  will  secuxe 

brothers.    Nay,  he  is  respected ;  he  is  it.    Deprecates  not  the  great  name  of 

heard  with  deference;  he  is  welcomed  aSueden;  covets  not,  as  undeserved,- 

to  consultation.     It  is  the  inemdite  the  Devonian  acres  of  a  Preston, 
superficial  who  snarls  at  these  divisional        The  public  is  ever  practically  ovcr- 

philosophers.    By  the  usage,  in  this  looking  the  division  of^  labour,  when  it 

civilized  nation,  of  centuries,  the  title  employs  the  irregular  medical, 
of  Doctor  hath  been  ffiven  to  the  phy-        On  the  profession  devolves  the  duty, 

sician,  with  a  full  unc&rstanding  by  the  at  all  personal  sacrifices,  to  refuse  ^e 

well'bred  classes  of   society  that  the  recomition  of  such  a  transgressor. 
physician  is  not  to  be  the  surgeon.  The    public,  ignorant  of  our  pro- 

On  this  perfect  understanding  young  prieties,  is  always  ready  to  employ  a 

men  are  educated  to  the  healing  pro-  medical  Jack-of-all-trades. 
fession.    The  ph3rsician  is  supposed  to        The  profession,  if  there  be  troth  in 

possess  an  advantage  in  bis  title:  to  my  argumentation,  if  there   be   the 

forego  his  chance  of  making  money  by  greatest   good  accruing  from  divided 

the  taking  operations  of  the  hand,  and  work,  even  for  the  public  themselves — 

by  the  lucrative  extensive  retail  of  the  the  profession  should  set  an  example  of 

apothecary,  the  nimble  shilling ;  whe-  strict  adherence  to  the  -  proper.    Let 

tner  this  practitioner  keep  a  shop,  or  the    laity    employ   whomsoever   they 

simply,   as  it  is  proudly  called,    <*  a  please.    Only  let  them  not  plead,  in 

sunrery."  -  excusation,    the    indiflference   of    the 

The  pure  physician,  then,  claims  the  healing  corps  itself, 
respect  of  the  other  practisers,  on  Ifwe  refuse  to  sanction,  by  fraternity, 
whose  department  he  is  too  honourable  the  grosser  proceedings  of  the  outra- 
and  just  to  obtrude.  If  a  physician  geous  empiric,  we  are  bound  to  repu* 
encroach  on  the  domain  of  the  chirur-  diate  less  deviations  from  the  rules ;  all 
geon,  he  should  be  cut  by  his  brethren,  infractions  of  what,  by  common  con- 
as  one  who  has  not  stood  by  his  order,  sent,  is  deemed  the  best  practio&l  reguJa 
Yet,  I  fancy,  there  is  not  one  but  he  for  the  healing  art 
has  made  a  promise  to  maintain  the  For  the  world  really  is  no  judge  of 
dignity  of  that  order  when  he  received  what  is  correct  in  therapeutic  a£irB : 
his  degjree  or  his  license.  they  can  form  no  notion,  correct  and 

But  if  a  physician  add  the  vendition  logical,  of  erratic  practisers,  save  what 

of  drugs,  if  he  invade  the  department  they  learn  from  the  professional  body. 
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•   For  what  is  their  own  unassisted  untechnical  sense  is  brought  to  bear, 

intelligence  about  professional  matters?  the  meed  in  eeneral  is  given  to  the 

Witness  the  einpincs  of  all  ages,  from  deserving.       The    just  •triumphs    of 

Asclepiades  to  Morison !  Wellington,  peaceful  civilians  can  ap- 

**  Asclepiades,  orandi  magister,  nee  preciate  and  hail.    But  it  requires  the 

satis  ih  arte  ea  quffistuosus,  ut  ad  alia,  scientific  warrior  to  pronounce    that 

quam  forum,  sa^cis  ingenii,  hue  se  even  failure  may  be  glorious, 

repenteconvertit ;    at^ue,  ut  necesse  "The  most  splendid    affair,"    said 

erat  homini,  qui  nee  id   egisset,  nee  Napoleon,  **  that  has  occurred  in  my 

remedia  nosse^  oculis   usuque  perci-  time,  was  a  defeat— the  attack  upon 

Eienda,   torrenti  ac  meditata  oratione  Bergen-op-zpom  by  Graham." 

landiens  omnia  abdicavit ;    •  *  •  •  But  wnence,  it   may   be   inquired, 

fiLventibus    cunctis,    universum  prope  whence  the  fame  and  the  wealth  of 

hiuBanum  genus  circumegit  in  se,  non  the  medical  ignoramus  or  irregular  P 

alio  modo,  quam  si  coelo  omissus  ad-  "  The  voice  of  the  people  is  uiat  of 

venisset."  Heaven." 

This  is  the  story  of  all  places  and  all  First,  from  the  actual  cures  which 

times.    -The  people  have  been  proved  every  ignoramus  does  efiect,  however  few 

b^  all  history  to  be  no  judges  of  me-  they  be.    Second,  from  the  numerous 

dical  merit.    The  worldly  success,  the  cures,  which,  in  spite    of   attempted 

popularity  of  any  pretender,  is  no  cri-  murder,  the  vis  tueaicatrix  natura  can 

tenon  of  science.  and  will  perform :  which  cures,  direct 

No    era    has     been    without    its  and  natural,  are  all  paraded  as  done 

charlatan  in  every   great    town    and  hy  the  doctor — all   puffed — all   mag* 

country ;  and  the  varieties  of  charla-  nified  —  all    multiplied    by    rumour ; 

tanism  are  infinite.    It  may  be  prac-  while,   the  failures,  the   deaths,    the 

tised  from  the    ignorant,    but    artful  slaughter,  are  all  systematically  hushed 

plebeian,  up  to  the  academic  irregular,  up,  or  wilfully  overlooked. 

All  lawlessness,  all  puff,  all  in&igue  The  public  are  utterly  incompetent 

for  patients,  all  hugging,  are  charlata-  to  pronounce  on  medical  merit, 

nene.     How  easy  uie  process  for  an  The  great  fortunes  made  by  Solomon, 

unprincipled  man !    How  strong  the  by  St  John  Long,  and  all  that  genus, 

temptation  !       How    dangerous     for  are  a  damning  proof, 

society,  when  we  consider  the  multi-  The  medicu  profession  must  be  true 

plicityof  craftsmen  ever  on  the  look  out  to  itself.    It  must  establish  its  own 

for  an  opening  to  lucre  by  shorter  and  laws :  it  must  maintain  them  rigidly : 

less  l^onest  methods  t  it  must  make  no  appeal  for  the  decision 

The  public  are  very  much  to   be  of   the    people,  on    any  litigated   or 

paUiatea  when  they  foster  the  irregular  doubtful  professional  question. 

practitioner.    For  the  medical  art  is  Once  having  made  up  our   minds 

the  only  art  whose  professors  can  elude  that  the  division  of  labour  is  essential 

the  test  of  successful  deeds.  to  the  public  weal,  let  us  adhere  most 

If  the  medical  performer  fail  in  his  rigidly  to  this  division  :  let  us  scout, 

essays,  he  has  onfy  to  turn  round  on  con^efMcoicI^  to  ourselves  individually, 

his  objector  and  say,  "  The  death  of  every    violator    of    this   distinction; 

the  patient  disgraces  not  me.     I  never  whether  he  be  a  wilful  and  selfish 

pretended  to  obliterate  from  the  ca-  sinner,  or  an  honest  person  whose  in- 

lendar  the  inevitable  hour — wuauf  iiiutf  tellect  does. not  appreciate  the  utility  of 

Kordta^tuf  S^lxerai,"    But  if  he  succeed ;  departments. 

that  is,  if  the  patient  survive,  in  spite  But  will  this  protect  the  public,  will 

of  the  medicinal  treatment,  througn  a  it  save  them  from  themselves  ? 

vidence  of  heaven,  1^  raises  the  crow  of  „  ^^,  ^^,*^^  ^5,  c^pyLtr. 

victory,  asd  demands  from  all  that  are  •-     '^          '^ '               rr 

interested  in  the  case  the  laurel  wreath  If  not,  let  them  take  the   conse- 

for  a  saved  citizen.  queiices  I    If  not,  let  the  irregular  sp 

It  is  tlie  profession,  and  the  initiated  on  to  prosper,  to  be  enriched,  to  be 

only,  who  can  decide  when  failure  is  insolent !    It  is  the  duty  of  the  medical 

not  disgraceful,  nor  victory  the  result  profession  practically  to  protest  against 

of  merit.  urcgularities !    How  ?    fj^t  each  and 

In  other  professions,  where  common  every  honest  individual  leluse  to  qieet 
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the  professional  culprit ;  whether  re-  from  the  patient  and  hia  wife,  is,  thaC 
quested  to  consult  with  him  by  the  six  weeks  ago  he  reeeiTed  a  blow  on 
humble  shopkeeper  of  Gutter  Lane,  or  the  left  side,  between  the  lower  rib 
commandea  by  majes^  itself.  and  the  crista  of  the  ilium,  and  that  he 
If  not,  if  tne  pubhc  perceive  that,  has  had  pain  in  that  situation  erer 
in  spite  of  any  temporary  alienation  or  since,  though  not  sufficient  to  incapft- 
protest,  the  amalgamating  irregular  citate  him  &t  his  ordinaiy  occupation 
be  countenanced,  be  met  by  the  mem-  of  a  labourer  until  Tuesday  (two  days 
hers  of  our  profession;  they  have  a  before  I  saw  him),  when  he  corn- 
right  to  discredit  themselves  the  divi-  plained  of  stiff  neck  and  sore  throat, 
sion  of  labour.  Can  that  be  important  with  an  almost  entire  inability  to  swal- 
witib  which  the  faculty  itself  dispenses  P  low,  which  symptoms  have  mcreased 
Why  expect  of  the  people  to  walk  in  a  np  to  the  present  time.  His  pulse  ia 
course  which  the  medi^  bod^  quits  ?  80,  and  regular.  Firm  pressure  over 
It  used  to  be  the  fashion  for  a  gtn-  the  seat  of  the  accident  creates  no 
tleman  to  "  drop  his  degree,''  if  he  further  pain  than  when  applied  to  any 
practised  surgery ;  and  our  only  method  other  portion  of  the  abdominal  muscles, 
to  put  a  stop  to  an  innovation  on  this  which  always  has  the  effect  of  exciting 
fidr,  English  custom,  is  to  decline  any  a  paroxysm ;  nor  is  there  any  percep- 
meeting — ^professional,  I  mean — ^with  tible  fmness  there.  The  trismus  m» 
these  mongrel  practisers.  Let  us  en-  mits  of  the  separation  of  the  jaws  to 
deavour  to  disprove  the  charge  against  an  extent  of  about  the  third  of  an  inch, 
these  times,  that  *'  every  thing  is  His  respiration  is  hurried,  and  he  de- 
low."  scribes  a  constant  and  severe  pain  in 

. the  site  of  the  diaphragm,  extending 

from  the   ensiform   cartilage  to  the 

TETANUS  CURED  BY  TOBACCO.  gpine.    I  now  prescribed— 

|l  Hyd.  Chlor.,  Ext.  Coloc.  Co.  as.  gr.  v. ; 


R  Tabaa  Folionim,  5ss. ;  Aqiue  lerrentis, 
Sim,  ^ix.    Maoen  per  qnartun  bone  psr- 

SiNCB  you  did  me  the  honour  to  publish  tem,  et  cda  ft  enema  ttatim  injiciaML 

a  successful  case  of  idiopathic  tetanus,        -c      •         rm.  :i-      i.        i.  ^ 

in  the  autumn  of  1839, Tthink  I  may    ,u^r^^"l?T  r™^?  '^f^  ^ 
reasonably  induLre  the  hone  that  von    ^^  d?«™  «ffe«^  9^  removing  from_  hia 


reasonably  indulge  the  hope  that  you  T''  ^'f*^  enec^oi  removuig  ir^  ma 

will  insert,  in  y^ur  valuabirperiodibal,  boweU   large,   bbwk.   and  scybalom 

the  accompanying  case,  wherTa  similar  evacuations.    There  had  been  no  ori- 

treatment^  bein  adopted,  and  with  ^V^,    P«S?^"  ^  tobacco,  wad  the 

the  same  result-I  remSirirsir,  J^^'^'^T  "Vf^^  ^^^^  9^^ 

Your  obedient  servint,  ^^  ^  alleviated  smce  my  vml 

Henry  Bullocx.  ^  ^^  mommg. 

R  Qninae  Disiilph.,  Ferri  Snlpb.,  Ziad, 

Geoige  Clarke,  aged  33,  a  healthy  Sidph.  aa.gr.  ij. ;  Add.  Snlph.  DiL 

labourer,  of  tolerably  regular  and  tem-  Jl]!;  **  Miat.  Camph.   3tii  qnlq«B 

perate  habits,  was  admitted  as  a  patient  ^'  .^5^   "*  anow-root,  sad 

of  the  Uxbridgc  Dispensary,  kbooring  "^"^  boef-tea. 

under  symptoms  of  tetanus,  on  Thurs-  I  will  not  render  the  perusal  of  the 

day  the  13th  of  May.    Upon  entering  case  wearisome  by  a  narration  of  the 

his  apartment  I  found  him  l^ng  in  a  daily  reports    and  slighter   signs  at 

state  of  opisthotonos,  with  his  counte-  amendment  and  alterations,  but  will 

nance  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  merely  state  the  general  outline.    The 

disease,  the  paroxysms  occurring  about  above  plan  having  beoi  rigidly  adhered 

once  in  three  minutes,  when  the  pain  to,  for  three  days,  Uie  patient  had  very 

was  most  agonizing,  whilst  during  the  materially  improved,   the  paroxysms 

interval  even  the  muscular  rigidity  was  occurring-   about  every    twenty    nd- 

intense,  the  perspirations  profuse,  the  nntes,    when   they  were  shorter   m 

function  of  deglutition  was  performed  duration  and  less  in  severity.   There  is 

with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  never  great  pennanent  rigidity  of  the  whole 

without  producing  a  spasm.  muscular  system.    The  trismus  has  ao 

The  history  of  Uie  case,  as  obtained  much  diminiahcd  as  that  the  first  joint 
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X>t  the  index  finger  can  be  now  easily  tion  of  the  blow  ever  since  its  infliction, 

admitted  into  the  mouth ;  there  is  yet  I  am  disposed  to  think  some  injury 

extensive    opisthotonos;    his  counte-  was    sustained,  whether   by  nervous 

nance  has  very  much  improved,  his  filament,  muscular  fibre,  or  fascia,  is 

perspirations  lessened,  his  breathing  is  uncertain ;  but  probably  there  was  par- 

not  so  much  oppressed ;  and  he  is  now  tial  rupture  of  one  or  more  tissues, 

able,  to  sleep  for  half  an  hour  at  a  which  I  apprehend  in  a  peculiar  state 

time :  his  pulse  remains  the  same  ex-  of  constitution  would  be  inadequate  to 

cept  at  the  period  of  a  paroxysm,  when,  excite  that  violent  form  of  reflected 

of  course,  it  becomes  disturbed ;  how-  constitutional  irritation  which  we  de- 

ever,  this  shortly  subsides.    The  to-  sie^nate  tetanus.    But  the  treatment  is 

bacco  produced  the  usual  symptoms  wnat  I  am  anxious  should  attract  par- 

of  excessive  prostration  every  time  it  ticular  attention.    I  am  aware  I  have 

wasadministered,  which  generally  con-  no  new  remedy  to  suggest ;  indeed,  I 

tinned  for  two  hours,  wim  the  excep-  should  search  the  PharmacopGeia  in 

tion  of  the  first  three,  when  there  was  vain,    were  I   to    attempt    to  find  a 

no  sensible  effect.      This  agent  was  remedy  which  had  not  been  employed 

now  omitted,  and  he  was  to  continue  in  the  treatment  of  tetanus.    Tobacco, 

the  tonic  with  half  a  pint  of  brandy  then,  I  consider  our  sheet  anchor  in 

per  diem,  and  arresting     this     formidable     disease, 

Hydr.  CUor..  Extr.  Coloc.  Co.  aa.  gr.y.  5"'.  >'  '""^^   ^„  c^nployed    with    a 

ft  pil  ii  9lt  nocte  decision  and  boldness  commensurate 

*  *^  '  ^*      *          '  only  with    the    fatality    of    the  ma- 

5th  day.-— Since  the  last  report,  that  lady,  and  the  extreme  urgency  of  the 

of  the  third    day,  all  the  symptoms  case.    The  disease   being  so    rapidly 

have  returned,  and  in  a  more  aggra-  destructive,  our  time  ana  field  of  ac- 

vated  form  than  previously,  the  jaws  tion   are  very  limited ;  hence  I  have 

being  perfectly  clenched,  and  his  pulse  been  induced  to  use  this  desperate  re- 

ouicK  and  feeble.   Notwithstanding  this  medy  with  a  fearless  perseverance,  as 

aepressed  state  of  the  circulation,  the  possessing    the    peculiar   property^  of 

enemrfta  were  again  ordered,  and  to  be  most  powerfully  affecting    the  entire 

injected  every  citht  hours  j  and  after  system,  desiring  at  the  same  time  to 

the  two  first  he  began  to  improve;  if  fortify  the  nervous  system  by  tonics  and 

however,  from  any  accident,  a  longer  stimulants,  also  to  introduce  as  much 

interval  were  allowed  to  elapse,  the  support  as  possible  by  means  of  the 

spasm  and  profuse  perspiration  imme-  strongest  animal  broths  and  jellies ;  for 

diately  increased.  This  treatment,  omit-  the  effect  of  the  remedy,  I  conceive,  as 

tinj  the  pills,  was  diligently  persevered  well  as  that  of  the  disease,  upon  the 

in  for  four  days,  without  intermission,  vital  powers,  would  tend  to  render  the 

and  with  the  best  effect ;    then  the  support  imperative ;  nor  is  there  any 

tobacco  was  discontinued  gradually.  thing  incompatible   in  this  mode  of 

12th  day.  —  He  is  now  very  much  treatment, 

better,  indeed  there  is  scarcely  any  It  is  worthy   of   remark  that   the 

spasm,  and   he  is  able  to    open  his  patient    has   never    experienced    any 

mouth  without  restraint.    He  was  de-  of  the  original  pain  in  the  side  since 

sired  to  continue  his  medicine  three  the  appearance  of  the  tetanic  symp- 

times  a  day,  with  calomel  and  colo-  toms. 

cynth  every  alternate  day*  ,Port  wine,  _. 

a  pint  daily,  ale  and  mutton  chops.  

2l8t  day.-The  man  is  quite  well,  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
and  able  to  walk  out,  merely  suffering 

from  debility.    Mr.  James,  who  wit-  Fndajf,Juiy2,  1841. 

.nessed  the  case  throughout,  also  ob-         ,,  

served  the  very   remarkable    relapse  "LijwtomnibM,  licet  eUam  mihi.  di^^ 

on  the  omission  of  the  tobacco,  and  pttbUcum  .it.  dicendi  periculum  non  recuse." 

the  immediate  amendment  on  its  re-  Cicbro. 

newal.  

I  have  tenned  this  case  one  of  idio-  THIR  NEW  PARKS, 

pathic  tetanus,  merely  because  it  is  not  ^      ,      ,   .  *       ,   ,.       ,    ,                 ^ 

one  of  visible  traumatic.  From  the  fact  In  the  bnef  and  disturbed  session  of 

of  there  having  been  pain  in  the  situa-  Parliament  which  has  jtlst  been  ab- 
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ruptly  bxx>ught  to  a  close,  no  measure  indeed    marvelkmSi    and    irortky    •£ 

was  passed  that  is  likely  to  proye  more  boast,  that  they  should  have  been  ia 

beneficial  than  that  for  the  formation  any  fair  measore  overcome  in  Londan. 

of  a  Park  in  the  eastern  district  of  But  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  just 

London ;  for  it  is  sincerely  and  confi-  in  proportion  to  the  size  is  the  increaae 

dently  to  be  hoped  that  the  benefit  may  of  the  meessUies  for  pnrificatk»  {  fixr  it 

not  terminate  in  this  single  improve-  is  only  in  huge  cities,  like  our  own, 

ment,  but  may  be  only  the  first-fruits  that  a  greal  majority  of  the  inhabitanta 

of  the  more  strict  attention  which  late  are  compelled  to  be  all  day  exposed  to 

years  have  found  legislators  ready  to  the  noxious  influences  of  aecmnnlated 

pay  to  those  things,  which,  though  they  impurities.    In  smaller  places,  the  evila 

may  have  little  or  no  immediate  infiu-  of  the  homes,  even  of  the  pooieat,  may 

ence  on  the  existing  conflict  of  parties  commonly  be  in  a  few  minutes  eacapcd 

and  of  general  political  principles,  are  from ;    and   without   trouble  a   poor 

yet  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  man  may  obtain  at  least  as  much  of  the 

social  condition  and  health  of  the  lower  advantages  of  open  air  and  exercise  as  in 

orders,  and  so  to  the  well-being  of  the  London  are  obtained  by  the  inhabitants 

whole  eommonwealtlL  of  the  more  central  squares.    But  the 

With  the  rapid  increase  of  popula-  mechanic  of   the  metropolis  can  do 

tion,  which,  in  a  progressively  increas-  nothing  of  this  kind :  he  himself,  when 

ing  ratio,  has  taken  place  during  the  his  day's  work  is  over,  is  too  tired  to 

last  few  years  in  our  metropolis — an  in-  walk  three  or  four  miles  to  the  nearest 

crease  depending  not  only  on  the  na-  open  public  ground;  and  for  his  chil- 

tional  tendency  to  multiplication,  but  dren,  the  only  place  in  which  they  can 

still  more  on  the  growing  disposition  to  be  allowed  to  stroll  is  the  neatest  alky 

centralization  of  government,  and  the  that  is  not  so  great  a  thorougkfiue  as  to 

consequent  anxiety  of  numbers  to  resort  be  dangerous, 

to   head-quarters — ^with  this  increase        In   the   drainage  of  London  there 

of  population,  the  multiplication  and  is  comparatively  little  room  for  improTe- 

spreading  ofhouses,greatas it  has  been,  ment;  at  least  the  general  plan  and 

has  not  kept  pace.    In  nearly  every  management  of  it  is  excellent;  ittde* 

part  of  London,  streets  are  to  be  found,  fects  are  only  local,  and  depending 

not  only  close  and  ill-ventilated,  but  chiefly  on  the  negligence  of  the  inha- 

overflowing  with  poor  inhabitants,  who,  bitants  of  certain  districts.    Bolfora 

if   they  are  not   by    necessity   com-  supply  of  fresh  air,  what  we  require  is, 

pelled  to  remain  all  day  within  doors,  that  in  every  district  the  inhabitants 

arc  in  many  instances  so  far  removed  should  be  within  half  a  mfle  of  some 

from  any  free  and  open  space,  that  they  large  open  place,  into  whiek  the  dnl- 

leam  almost  to  forget  the  luxury  and  dren  of  the  lower  classes  might  bepv- 

benefits  of  exercise   in  a  clear  and  mitted  to  resort  with  safety.    And  this 

wholesome  atmosphere.  can  only  be  attained  by  increasing  the 

It  has  often  been  boasted,  that  con-  number  either  of  Squares  and  Plaess, 

wideringitB  tige,  London  is  better  venti-  or  of  Parks  on  the  ^n  of  Viotoaa 

lated  and  drained  than  any  dty  in  the  Park,  and  increasing  them  in  evoi  a 

world;  and  in  its  ordinary  meaning  the  greater  ratio  than  the  populatka  is 

boast  is  a  very  true  one.    For  consider-  augmented. 

ing  that  the  diflkulties  of  deansing.the       The  advantages  of  the  plan  are  Vm^ 

earth  and  air  of   cities  increase  in  a  fold.    It  affords  opportanitylbr  healthy 

direct  proportion  to  their  size,  it  is  exercise,  and  it  purifies  in  some  om^ 
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8Ufe  the  air  of  tiiie  sonouBding  district    vinces  or  the  coast  woul  d  hardlynotice. 
It  is  very  well  for  those  who  do  not    it  is  probable,  tlierefore,  that  by  far 
know  by  their  own  habits  what  hard    the  greater  proportion  of  the  change  of 
work  either  of  body  or  mind  is,  to  find    the  air  which  is  efiected  in  the  metro- 
their  exercise  in  sanntering  through    polis  is  the  result  of  the  mixture  of  the 
busy   streets,  and  to  think  it  strange    gases  composing  it.    But  how  slow  a 
that  others  should  want  any  thing  more    process  this  is  one  may  easily  judge  by 
than  these  affords,  for  amusement  and    the  perceptible  (we  had  almost  said  the 
recreation;  but  streets  are  not  the  place    palpable)  difference  between  the    air 
for  a  hald-worked  man  to  take  his  lei-    of  an  alley  and  that  of  the  wide  street 
sure  in.    The  benefits  of  exercise  are    or  other  space  into  which  it  opens.    A 
not  the  result  of  mere  muscular  exer-    part  of  the  gases  generated  on   the 
tion,  even  in  a  healthy  atmosphere ;    ground  and  near  it,  are,  indeed,  by  the 
this  is  indeed  of  great  importance,  but    greater  heat  there,  soon  carried  to  some 
it  needs  besides  the  absence  of  the    distance  above  it;  but  that  which  is 
exeitement  of  business,  and  the  re-    thus  disposed  of  is  but  a  small  part  of 
moval  of  that  which  tends  to  keep    what  is  rendered  impure ;   nor  are  the 
a  man's  mind  still   bent  on  the  ob-    heavy  and  most  noxious  of  the  gases 
jects  of  his  daily  and  necessary  pur-    thus  most  rapidly  carried  off.    Indeed, 
suits.    AH  the  advantages  of  bodily    it  is  probable  that  by  this  process  the 
exertion  may  be  found  in  an  active  and    change  of  air  is,  as  for  as  it  concerns 
laborious  employment ;  but  those  of    the  health  of  those  who  breathe  it,  and 
exercise,  properly  so  called,  are  to  be    who  constantly  render  it  more   and 
had  in  all  their  fulness  only  in  leisure    more     impure,    almost   unimportant, 
from  business,  and  in  situations  that    The  only  effectual  natural  process  for 
have  8(HBe  trndtacj  to. withdraw  the    its  purification,  in  the  absence  of  the 
mind  as  well  as  iht  body  firom  its    wind,  is  the  gradual  mixture  of  the 
wonted  occupation.  gases,  in  accordance  with  Dalton's  law 

But  the  advantages  of  parks  and    that  the  interspacep  of  one  are  as  vacua 
open  spaces  are  by  no  means  confined    to  the  particles  of  another, 
to  their  affording  facilities  finr  exercise        Ko  law  can  be  truer,  nor  can  any 
and  recreation ;  they  have  a  more  con-    have  more  striking  examples,  than  are 
stant  and  wide-spreading  influence  npon    constantly  presented  of  the  operation 
the  purification  of  the  whole  slowly-    of  this ;  but  unhappily  in  practice  its 
changing  volumes  of  air.    There  are    influence   is   very    slowly    exereised. 
hundreds  of  places  in  this  metropolis    The  heavy  gasea  generated  in  combus- 
into  which  wmd  never  finds  admission,    tion,  respiration,  and  putrefiiction,  will 
in  which  the  air  is  never  perceptibly    remain  for  hours  near  their  sources ; 
moved,  and  in  which  the  only  change    and,  in  some  of  the  dose  streets  and 
it  undergoes  is  by  the  gradual  mixing    alleys  of  the  metropolis,  are  very  rarely 
of  its  inipnre  gases  with  those  of  ad-    carried  off  by  mixture,  in  any  peroepti- 
jacent  ^aceB»  afid  of  Hie  upper  strata    ble  quantity,  during  the  whole  day. 
of  the  atmo^ere.    Nay,  even  among    it  is  only  in  the  night,  when  combus- 
the   wider   street,   there   an   many    tion,  in  some  measure,  ceases,  and  the 
through  which  a  hee>  ptarent  is  very    whole  sur&ee  oi  the  earth  is  cooled 
rarely  blown;  and  Londoners,  or  at    that    they    are    giadually    removed, 
least  the  majority  of  them,  shrink  be-    and  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the  city 
fore  a  bxeexe  that  one  from  the  pro-    is  bioaght  more  nearly  to  an  equa- 
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Hty.  Nothing,  indeed,  can  be  more  manufBctories,  wsrehouses,  and  storK, 
■triking  than  the  difference  even  the  intefspaces  between  which  are 
in  the  nntibk  qualities  of  the  air  filled  by  the  houseB  of  the  poor ;  in 
of  London  in  the  early  morning,  and  in  these,  since  a  nomber  of  smaller  open 
the  evening;  in  the  former  it  has  a  spaces  cannot  be  affi>rded,  some  very 
coolness  and  a  refreshing  clearness,  extensive  one,  as  near  as  it  can  pos- 
even  in  the  gmallcr  streets,  which  those  sibly  be  made,  is  absolutely  necessaiy. 
who  know  it  only  in  the  heat  of  later  Parks,  or  other  similar  places,  there- 
hours  can  scarcely  imagine.  fore,  should  be  established  in  every 

There  ean  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  district  not  aheady  possessing  squares 

favoured  situations  much  of  the  neces-  or  wide  streets ;  nor  should  any  port  be 

sary  change  of  the  air  depends  on  the  closely  covered  with  buildings  Ibr  an 

proximity  of  squares,  and  other  open  extent  «f  two  ^square  miles,  without 

spaces,  into  which  currents  have  free  some  such  provision  for  the  purity  of 

access  from  all  sides  and  from  above,  its  air. 

and  which,  therefore,  serve  as  a  kind  of       We  should   not   have   thoogfat  of 

reservoirs  of  pure  air  for  the  adjacent  calling    attention    to    this     subject, 

districts*  as  well  as  for   spaces  into  when  the  necessity  of   having  open 

which  the  foul  atmospheres    of  the  spaces  near  large  towns  is  generally 

neighbouring  streets,  carried  by  mix-  admitted  and  acted  on,  were  it  not  that 

ture  or  other  forces,  are  speedily  diluted,  the  principle  on  which  they  are  called 

and   at   length   completely  removed,  for  and  planned,  seems  to  us  not  the 

The  free  communication  between  these  i^ost  correct      They  are  usoaUy  ar- 

and  the  wide  expanse  of  the  whole  ranged  with  a  view  only  to  afibid  the 

atmosphere    renders   them   the   only  population  room  for  recreation  in  the 

source  through  which  fresh  air  can  be  open  air ;  and  for  this  purpose  tfaey  are, 

supplied  to  the  dwelling-places  of  the  as  we  have  already  said,  very  highly 

poor;  and  in  a  city  built  as  London  beneficial,  and  very  necessary.  Bat  this 

alone  is,  with  the  houses  of  the  most  ^^  ^7  ^o  means  the  only  end  to  be  at- 

opulent  andjuxurious  often  surrounded  tained ;  we  want,  besides,  that  in  every 

on  every  side  by  those  of  the  poorest,  district  they  should  serve  as  reservoin 

it  is  probable  that  but  for  these  open  of  pure  air ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  one 

spaces  pestilence   would  almost  con-  pc^k,  at  a   great   distance,    however 

stantly  rage  in  every  part.  large,  is  far  from  being  so  efllcient  as 

In  those  quarters  of  the  town  in  several    smaller  spaces  more    closely 

which  squares  are  tolerably  numerous,  set.      This,  however,  seems  to  ua  to 

or  in  which  the  close-set  houses  of  the  ^*vc  ^een  too  often  overlooked.     The 

poor  are  intersected  by  the  wide  streets  ^^^^or  of  petitions  has  commonly  been 

inhabited  by  the  rich,  there  is  probably  to  request  the  establishment  of  a  huge 

already  provided  the  best  means  of  park  in  the  environs  of  some  district, 

rapid  ventilation  of  which  they  are  or  to  lay  open  to  the  public  a  greater 

capable — at  least  in  the  present  condi-  extent   than   hitherto    of  the    paite 

tion  of  things,  where  building  land  is  already  existing ;  as  of  the  Regent's 

more  valuable  tfian  gold  mines.    But  ^^'k,  forexample.    It  would  have  been 

in  other  quarters,  not  now  containing  n^uch  better  to  have  petitioned  that 

the  residences  of  the  rich,  and  therefore  smaller  spaces  should  have  been  opened 

(with  an  utter  disregard  of  health  in  the  «*'*»»  the  district;    and  as    for   the 

anxiety  after  wealth)  close  packed  with  making  more  of  our  present  laige  parks 
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public,  on  this  we  Teally  lielieve  that  quence  of  the  soHcitatioiis  and  lepre- 

mnch  more  than  necessary  stress  was  sentations  of  the  President  and  Council 

laid.    For  all  the  purposes  of  exercise  ?f  *^  C**"?^  °f  ^^f^^  ^'f  ^°^ 

. ,       •           1      -,        .  J             i_          ii  -L*w  Comnussioners  had  agreed  to  pro- 

they  were  ah-eady  wide  enough ;   and  poge  a  clause  to  Lord  John  Russell,  to 

for  those  of  ventilation,  they  effected  be  introduced  into  the  amended  Poor 

as  much  when  closed  to  the  public  as  L&w  Bill,  preventing  the  employment 

when  open.      Not,  indeed,   that  we  i°,*^«  charge  of  the  poor  of  any  m^- 

,    .      /^                      -..    iTxv          ,  cal  person  who  was  not  duly  quabned 

desire  to  see  any  part  of  the  parks  ^  ^  physician,  or  surgeon,  or  surgeon 

closed;  we  allude  to  the   earnestness  and  apothecary,    after   March    1842, 

with  which  this  part  of  the  qtiestion  except  under  very  particular  circum- 

was  treated,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  stances—a  stetement  of  which  must  M 

.„     , ..            I.  i«  *  *!.  i.  AiT           XX  annually  laid  before  Parhament.    If 

illustrating  our  belief  that  the  greatest  ^^18  be  feithfully  carried  into  eflect,  we 

benefit  of  open  spaces  is  commonly  be}ieve  that  about  seven  hundred  gen- 
overlooked  by  those  who  are  most  tlemen  now  employed  by  the  different 
anxious  to  establish  them.  They  Union  officers  wiU  be  displaced  at  the 
V.  .ij  1^^  4.  \  next  apT)ointment.  Mr.  Guthne  also 
should  be  open  spaces,  not  im«-  great  stated,  tW  he  had  reason  to  believe 
cities,  but  t»  them.  that  a  more  just  scale  of  remuneration, 
In  proof  of  the  same  error,  we  may  particularly  for  cases  of  operation,  com- 
observe,  that  whUe  much  is  said  of  the  foxmd.  fractures,  and  protracted  la- 
»^^«^^  ^r  ^f.vi:<ii«;..»  i-*«-  «v».ir.  «ii  hours,  would  be  adopted.  He  added, 
necessity  of  estabhshing  large  parks  all  .^  conclusion,  that  t^e  President  and 

round  London,  very  htUe  IS  said  against  Council  would  not  foil  to  attend  to 

the  scheme  of  building  over  the  laigest  these  points,  when  -this  Bill  should  be 

open  space  in  its  very  centre.    A  plan,  again  considered  in  Parliament. 

it  is  well  known,  is  in  agitation,  and,  _^ 

unless  some  urgent  representation  of 

its  evils  be  made,   will  certainly  be 

adopted,  of  covering  nearly  the  whole 

of  Lincoln's  Inn   Fields   with   new  The  following  eentlemen  were  elected 

Courts  of  Law.     The  sok  advantage  f^^^^^^^  f  ^^  ^f^^  ^f  ^^vsicians  at 

.  .        ^  *        .!_       1       .    .1-  X     1-  t^e  usual  annual  meeting  last  week, 

anticipated  from  the  pUm  is  that  soh-  ^^  ^^^  measures  of  reform  not  having 

citoTS  will  be  able  more  conveniently  yet  come  into  operation : — 

to  attend  to  the  progress  of  their  cases ;  x)r.  Blair.            Dr.  Macarthur. 

but  surely  this  is  quite  an  insufficient  Dr.  Yelloly.         Dr.  Le  Fevre. 

reason  for  the  probable  inffiction  of  Dr..  Morrison.      Dr.  R.  Ije. 

unhealthiness  on  a  large  surrounding  gj;  g-|f^-         SiA^xThomson. 

distnct,  already  almost  as  densely  m-  p^  q^  Porbes. 

habited  as  any  other  in  the  metropolis.  y    .x.            j»      v  *    --.  -^«-«  «.»«^ 

"r    ,   „       /,,             ^   ^, .      f.    ^  In  the  preceding  hst  are  some  names 

We  shall  probably  recur  to  this  subject,  ^\^ich,  we  imagine,  will  rather  astonish 

that  we  may  afford  the  profession  in  the  parties  themselves,  and  which  cer- 

London  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  tainfy  shew  the  philosophic  indifference 

their   disinterested    anxiety   for    the  with  which  the   FeUows  regard  the 
Mxcix    uimm«r«.ic«              ^^  .  opiuions  cxprcsscd  out  of  doors  regard- 
health   and  comfort  of  their  fellow  i^  their  Collegiate  proceeding. 
townsmen.  We  must  add,  that  we  miss  some 

—  names   which  we  should  have  been 

MEDICAL   ATTENDANCE  ON  THE  well  pleased  to  see  on  the  list,  and  the 

PQQQ  appearance  of  which  would,   in    our 

humble  judgment,  have  done  credit  to 

Wb  were  ^lad  to  hear  it  stated  by  the  College. 

Mr.    Guthne,   in  the  course   of  the  ^^^ 
lectures   lately   delivered  by  him   at 
Lincoln's  Ian  Fields,  that  in  consfe- 
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ROYAL  MEDICAL  «c  CHIRURGICAL  »»» '*»  ^*«J**  »  ^^/^HH^^..^ 

n,vF  1  x».»j  *»x*j»^»x^  mecomum  in  its  coloar  and  connstcocr. 

SOCIETY.  author  of  the  paper  states  that  an  analo^it-t 

•n«irf.y.J»»eM.l«41.  ftu*  of  the  j^odnction  of  .  fluMjOiK^ia- 

meeomnm  m  its  appcaranee,  witboiit  tae  ca- 

Tub  President  in  the  Cbair.  istenoe  of  a  lirer  or  other  distinct  hcpaar 

_J apparatns,  occarred  to  his  ohservatioa  in  tl>e 

EowiRD  Stanlev,  f:R.S..  Surgeon  to  T*  **5^S.!^^SS!:S^lJ^fi5irh^ 

St.  Bartholomew'.  Ho.piUL  ^^1^^^:^  STw^Sl^wi^. 
The  object  of  the  paper  is  to  p«nt  oat  va-  ^^^  presented  the  yellow  colour   of  bilr. 
rions  forms  of  congenital  tumor  of  the  pelvis,  y^^^  it  Bad  not  a  bitter  flavour, 
^e  discrimination  of  which  becomes  impor- 
tant with  reference  to  the  question  of  their  ^^^  Madlwain  asked,  if,  in  any  of  the  c»» 
removal  by  operation.  ^    ^.  ^  .^.  .   ,.       ,  related,  it  had  been  ascertained  whether  thr 

Four  cases  arc  related  which,  it  is  beUeved,  ^^^^^  ^  ^y^  mtmal  visoera  was  mmnd. 

embrace  the  chief  vaneties  m  the  character  ^^    Stanley  said,  that  be  could  apc«k 

of  these  anormal  productions,  and  which  are  ^^  certainty  only  of  the  fint,  which  he  had 

arranged  under  the  foUowmg  heads  :—  himself  examined.     In  that,  aH  the  TMtrra 

First,  the  cases  whcmn  the  tumor  is  com-  ^^  perfectiy  healthy ;  and  so,  It  might  be 

posed  whoUy  of  morbid  structures,  such  as  fi^iy  Cregnnid,  they  were  also  in  the  mobtttt 

solid  llbrinous  tumors  and  membranouscysts.  f^/^^^^^  ^ase.  who  bad  Hvcdfor  thiiteen 

Secondly,  the  csseB  wherem  the  tumor  is  ^  .^ft^  the  operation, 

composed  of  morbid  structures  mconjunc-  p      Hodgldn    said,    that   be    perfectly 

tion  with  isolated  poruonsofp^ectlyformed  ..^^ed  wittittie  author.  In  «gardfaS«  ««e 

anunal  or^,  having  '^  o'>;rr^<";;^'*>  of  tbase  cases  as  examplea  of  panstic  m^ 

the  hvmg  bdng  with  whidi  they  are  con-  ^^^^      ^^  ^^  thoughTthat.  iTthis  view,  a 

aected  than  as  thej  are  ^^^l^;^  further  division  mi^it    have    been   made, 

the  means  <rf  nutntion  and  growth.    Th^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  believed,  eouU  be 

cases.  It  IS  added,  must  be  considered  to  be-  ^t^^j^  ^^^  ^^^^  examples  of  dtmbfe 

^'^^J^'t^''^^^'^u'''^'^u"'f^^n.  monstrosity.     Some  of  these  exhibited  per- 

Thirdly,  the  cases  wherem  Ac  tumor,  ^^^^  ^^J^  ^^^^  ,^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^J^ 

being  of  the  Mturc  of  spina  bifida,  con-  ^^      ^  ^^^^  that  here  there  bad  been 

!^!ei'*u!!:!"^i!:!?;5"'~"^'^''°^  onglSly  two  genu.,  one  of  which  b-ln- 


with  the  theca  vertebralis.  been  so  fiir  develop^  as  the  other.      Bat 

Fourthly,  the  cases  wherem  the  tumor     .,^  ^^^  otk^r.  wli^«.  A«  f*te. 


.  .      i   „  ^  ^  «.«».K— »-v«-  there  were  others  where  the  foetus  .^-^ 

consists  whoUy,  or  m  part,  of  »>e<nb>^ous  ^  .^  ^^^  part  of  the  body,  aonied  fr^ 

cysts  communicating  with  the  spm^canal.  ^J^  ^  hiancb  out  uito  a  do^Ue  boAy ; 

but  eitenor^  to  tte  thea,  behjee^  and  th«e  were  particuhriy  iwnarkahfcfcr 

*H"^"^*"*'^l'^^ir^i  ^hat  which  mightbTn^aiSed  as  the  stton- 

In  f  the  case.  »»«« .d"^"^""^"^  dary  part  betog  attaSrfto  the  otb<rby 

others  to  which  reference  is  made,  the  tumor  ^  ^  ^  .^  ^^^^  corramonded  to 

was  attached  *<>,/»»%  "^rnalimdjostoo^  ^  ^,^  ,^  ^  rttacbedTAndie. 

^^^^  ^""^         K'^l^t^^f  cases  sgain  were  distingmshed  from  «iod« 

quently  its  situation  was  such  "^  dbw  of  ^^  "«    ^^^  ^  diubleness  was  shnost 

its  removal  by  operatoon,  V^^^^^  ^"  univiwal,  a.  fai  the  Simnese  Twins*. 

no  objection  either  from  the  depth  of    its         ^     sL^i^  ♦ .-,.i  «j^w—  — 

Mt^^hmeaU  or  from  U»  <»»tami^  of  «,  Jf':J?!^.?^S^.K'^.SL 


'l^It  "of  Ae''^'he''«  reui^rthT^n:  ^  "» •*»«««»»  ^^  « "-I^  1V»- 

f^l^'Z^l^l^^Z'^'X'"'?^  Dr.  Wertherhe«l beUered.  th.t  the  Ihtr 

wmplete  inccess  by  the  1^  Mr.  Thonw.  ewentUI  to  the  eioKtioa  of  bOe. 

the  mnwnm  of  the  ^^y>^  "l."""  logy  of  ianndioe.  to^nire  the  pniahffin 

4doeedU«Kheod,«dh.^.toiireSd>  b»*  «>»t  tt  wm  "ot  «««»■««»»?  U>«  >»»»  «» 

narrower  prooea  oontiinied  from  it  of  the  *  We  beBere  thet  tU»  eitodite  t>»i«l»il«f  n 

exact  Csrai  of  en  appendix  Tennifonnis.    In  ef  the  eniaioin  wtaM^Dr.  HodcMa  oKtctalai. 

the  proneuoftbe  icmoTal  of  the  tumor  ^•J'J^  oonftned  UmieU;  ue  RMect jm 

una  intwtuie  waa  openeoi  ana  tnere  nowea  ctaar  explaaatlon  b,  «onb  oolir.  • 
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all,  but  beiqg  retaiiicd  in  the  blood,  was  6.  With  rappuratum  of  the  cavity  of 

separated  from  it  at  the  kidneys,  akin,  &c.  the  tympanum         •         .         •       1 

Dr.  Robert  Lee  asked,  if,  in  any  of  the  7.  With  anchylosis  of  the  base  of  the 

cases  related,  it  were  known  what  was  the  stapes  to  the  drcamferenoe  of 

arrangement  of  the  umbilical  vessels*  the  fenestra  oralis    ...       2 

Mr.  Stanley  answered,  that,  in  the  two  — 

children,  the  portions  of  intestine  containing  41 

meooninm  were  entirely  detached  from  the  "  The  lai^    proportions    of   specimens 

umbilical  vessels  of  the  perfect  foetus,  and  wluch  are  undoubtedly  in  a  diseased  state," 

received  their  blood  only  from   the  same  says  the  author,  "  is  very  surprising;  but 

vessels  as  the  rest  of  the  tumor.     In  the  case  it  may  be  less  so  when  I  state  that  many 

of  the  acephalous  lamb,  the  arrangement  of  persons  whom  I  have  examined,  and  who 

the  vessela  was  peculiar ;  the  umbilical  vein  have  considered  that  they  hear  perfectly  well; 

passed  at  once  into  the  inferior  cava,  and  cannot  distinguish  the  ticking  of  my  watch' 

then  gave  off  a  branch  which  was  comparable  at  the  distance  of  two  ieet  and  a  half,  and, 

with  the  vena  porta ;  but  there  was  no  com-  in  some  cases,  at  four  or  five  indies  only, 

munication  at  all  between  the  laige  vascular  though  the  same  watch  can  be  heard  by  a 

trunks,  and  the  arterial  and  venous  systems  healthy  ear  seven\>r  eight  feet  from  the  head, 

communicated  only  through  the  medium  of  I  am,  therefore,  disposed  to  believe  that  the 

the  capillaries.  function  of  the  ear  is  impaired  much  more 

X  question  was  then  raised,  whether  the  frequently    then    is    generally    supposed." 

fluid,  not  having  been  subjected  to  strict  The  author  concludes  his  paper  with  an 

chemical  examination,  and  not  having  the  invitation  to  members  of  the  profession  to 

bitter  taste,  though  it  had  the  colour  of  that  inspect  the  preparations  described  in  his 

substance,  could  be  regarded  as  certainly  paper. 

meooninm,  and  this  was  left  undedded.  ,     ^         *t     . .         .  i     , 

Mr.  Cssar  Hawkins  said,  that  a  remark 

Caw  of  fatal  PeriioniiU  caund  by  tffusion  \^  been  made  by  Dr.  Wollaston,  confirma- 

qf  ih9  BiU  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  tory  of,  or  at  least  related  to,  the  statement 

through  an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  gall-  ©f  persons  being  unaware  of  the  extent,  or 

bladder.      By  W.   Bell,   M.D.     (Pre-  even  of  the  existence  of  their  own  deafness ; 

sented  by  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.  M.D.)  namdy,  that  in  striking  the  several  notes  of 

No  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  this  the  gamut,  before  a  considerable  number  of 

]>aper.      After  which    the    following    was  persons,  there  would  be  found,  as  each  of 

read : —  the  higher  notes  was  sounded,  a  number  to 

Pathological  and  Surgical  Obeervationa  on  whom  they  were  inandible. 

the  DUeoMea  qf  the  Ear.     By  Joseph  ^r-  Mayo  then  proposed,  that  an  extra- 

ToYNBEB,    Esft.     (Presented    by    D».  ordinary  meeting  should  be  held  for  the  read- 

RiCBARD  Bright.)  ^  ^^  ^^®  papers  which  still  remained,  and  a 

„.                .             •At.    i:__x   «  Ycry  warm  discussion  ensued  relative  to  the 

•nje  pre«nt  paper  u  the  fint  ^a  m^  .diiiaiion  of  irreJeyant  matter  in  the  ordinary 

r!^*^'  '1*^^  hope,  to  Uy  before  the  ^^^    ^  ^  g^          U  ^„  ^timately 

S^  ?*  ^/T'  ^^'Jf  *^^  *er^  t»«*  •  "'^  •»«'"W  be  held  oi 

the  details  of  forty-one  dissections  of  the  ^jggj--  j«iy  n^ 

internal  ear  in  patients  who  have  iMed  in     ^*       ^        

hospitals  and  infirmaries  of  various  diseases,  MEDICAXi  RBFORM 

and  of  whose  faculty  of  hearing  (as  to  the  

greater  number,  at  least,)  the  author  was 

uninformed.    The  fbllowing  is  a  concise  view  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medtcal  Gaiette.   . 

of  tfie  state  of  the  cavity  t>f  the  tympanum  s,r^ 

in  these  cases : —  Although  so  much  has  been  said  on  medi- 

1.  In  a  healthy  state                .         .     10  '  cal  reform,  we  confess  we  have  not  felt  quite 

2.  With  simple  thickening,  of  the  in-  satisfied  with  what  has  been  hitherto  urged  on 

vesting  membrane   ...       6  that  momentous  subject :  we  therefore  trust 

5.  With  bands  of  adhesion  passing  that  you  will  indulge  us  ^with  a  comer  in 

from  various  parts  of  the  cavity  your  joumul,  if  you  think  the  opinions  en- 

of  the  tympanum,    most    fre-  tertaincd  worthy    of   consideration.      Our 

quently  connecting  the  straps  to  statements  wiU  be  very  concise,  perhaps  to  a 

its  circumference      ...       4  fault ;  but  so  much  has  already  been  pub- 

4.  With  slight  thickening  of  the  in-  lished,  by  extreme ^  and  more  moderate  par- 

vesting  membrane,  accompamed  ties,  that  we  are  persuaded  the  medical  pub- 

by  the    existence   of   acUiedve  lie,  at  least t  will  be  best  satisfied  with  as 

bands                                         .13  short  a  discussion  as  possible  on  a  subject  86 

5.  With  considerable  thickening  of  desirable  to  be  accomplished  and  settlwi.     A 

the    investing    membrane    and  very  clear  expositiou  was  published  in  that 

bands  of  adhesion ' .                        5  respecUble  journal,  (Thfc  Provincial  Medical 


59a        TREATMENT  OF  ANGULAR  ANCHYLOSIS  OF  THE  KNEE. 


and  Surgical)  extracted  from  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  6th  and  12th  of  March, 
where  a  nniformity  of  examination  is  advo- 
cated for  all  practitionera.  The  talented  and 
aealona  author  maintains  that  sach  a  mea- 
sure would  not  be  a  levelling  one ;  we,  with 
iklijiiiiiiii.  think  otherwise,  andare  persoaded 
that  moiv  jaloan  woidd  sshttst  were  all 
fD  be  of  one  grade,  though  practising  under 
a  different  name,  than  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. 

Hie  measures  we  would  venture  to  recom- 
mend to  the  legislature,  and  for  die  corpo- 
rations to  adopt,  would  be  to  have  a  unifor- 
mity of  examination  and  qualification  for 
each  grade  in.  the  profession  in  the  United 
Kingdoms ;  afterwards,  that  every  individual 
should  be  permitted  to  practise  in  his  chosen 
locality.  That  all  physicians  of  the  first 
grade  should  of  necessity  in  future  take  their 
Bachelor's  degree  in  arts  at  the  universities 
in  England,  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  and  be 
obliged  to  attend  the  proper  medical  curricu- 
lum beforepresenting  themselves  for  examina- 
tion. The  surgeons,  and  surgeon-apothecaries, 
should  likewise  attend  aU  that  is  pointed 
out  by  their  several  corporations,  when 
uniformity  in  examinations  in  the  United 
Kingdoms  is  become  the  law.  In  express- 
ing ourselves  thus,  of  the  latter,  it  will  be 
understood  that  we  have  not  that  horror 
which  some  have  expressed  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company,  (though  we  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  being  honoured  with  a  dif- 
ferent appellation  at  a  future  time),  but 
strenuously  insist  that  it  has  done  much  in 
raising  the  dignity  of  its  members,  and  of 
benefitting  the  public  to  an  extent  never 
before  known.  By  the  examination  of 
their  candidates,  they  have  sent  forth  men 
more  generally  qualified  amongst  the  com- 
munity than  ever  subsisted  at  any  former 
period.  In  fact,  it  is  these  men  who  now 
feel  their  dignity  lowered  by  the  name  of 
apothecary,  and  advocate  equalization ; 
and  why,  we  would  say,  should  they  not 
be  curtailed  of  this  apotheoeit  t  Let  them 
be  denominated  doctors  of  a  second  grade, 
(as  is  open  on  the  Continent),  provided  they 

S've  up  pharmacy.  The  public  would  thus 
i  less  drugged,  and  the  doctor  should  be 
remunerated  by  a  specified  moderate  fee 
for  his  attendimce.  Let  the  denomination 
of  apothecary  adhere  to  the  pharmacien  and 
tradesman  only,  whose  line  might  be  pointed 
out  by  legislation.  All  qualified  medical 
men  should  be  registered  with  their  different 
corporate  bodies;  and,  if  belonging  to  more 
than  one,  it  shoidd  be  so  designated.  With 
these  few  observations  thrown  together  for 
your  approbation,  we  beg  to  subscribe  our- 
selves 

Yours  most  faithfully 

FiLII  iEsCULAPII. 


THE  FLEXIBLE  STETHOSCOPE. 


To  the  EdUor  qf  th»  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

T^s  "  Reply''  by  Dr.  Golding  Bird  inserted 
in  your  GAXBm  of  the  I8th  ult.  deep  not 
aoawer  the  "  chaijge  of  plagiarism  by  impli- 
cation" prefenred  against  him,  as  hesaya* 
in  a  *'  note"  appended  to  my  p^wr  on  "  a 
New  Pleaser  simI  Flessimeter"  published  in 
your  Gazstts  of  the  11th  ult. 

To  relieve  Dr.  Golding  Bird  from  this 
charge,  it  is  necessary  that  he  answer  the 
following  questions  in  an  explicit  and 
straight-forward  manner  t'- 

1.  At  what  time,  and  from  what  sourcer 
did  Dr.  Golding  Bird  obtain  the  informa- 
tion of  the  flexible  stethoscope  which  led 
him  to  adopt  its  use  ? 

2.  Had  he  used  the  flexible  stethoscope 
in  question,  before  his  brother  became  cli- 
nical assistant  at  the  Westminster  Hoq>ital  f 

3.  Did  he  not  know,  or  hear  from  his 
brother,  that  Dr.  Bume  was  in  the  habit  of 
using  the  flexible  stethoscope  at  the  West- 
minster Hospital  ? 

The  tone  and  character  of  the  "  Reply" 
need  no  comment  from,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bubnx. 

34,  Lower  Brook  Street, 
June  29, 1841. 

REPORT  ON  DR.  LOUVRIER'S 

METHOD  OF  TREATING  ANGULAR 

ANCHYLOSIS  OF  THE  KNEE. 

By  M.  a.  Bbbard. 
(Read  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine.) 


[This  method  probably  had  its  origin  from 
Uie  fact  of  a  man  who  had  suffered  long  front 
anchylosis  of  the  knee  being  cured  by  the 
sudden  wrenching  of  the  parts  in  an  acci- 
dental fall.  We  flatter  onrselves  thnt 
English  caution  would  not  venture  to  adopt 
any  treatment  like  that  of  which  the  report 
speaks ;  but  aa  these  are  not  the  most  pru- 
dent days  of  surgery,  we  shall  give  a  brief 
abstract  of  the  paper,  as  a  warning  to  those 
who  might  be  inclined  to  entertain  the  idea 
of  imitating  M.  Louvrier's  proceedings.] 

M.  Louvrier  commences  by  padding  the 
limb  that  is  to  be  straightened,  espedaUy 
about  the  knee  and  ankles,  wiUi  cotton  and 
pieces  of  old  linen,  held  on  by  a  roller 
applied  from  the  foot  to  the  middle  of 
the  thigh;  he  then  places  strong  boiled- 
leather  splints  round  the  thigh  and  leg,  and 
these,  being  moulded  so  as  exactly  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  limb,  he  fixes  firmly  with 
straps.    The  fDot  is  phioed  in  a  cotton  mKk, 
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then  in  a  sandal  laid  over  the  ankle,  with  a  the  popliteal  artery  was  torn  achoas,  and  the 
very  strong  sole,  and  carrying  on  its  poste-  patient  lost  the  foot  and  the  lower  part  o£ 
rior  third  a  piece  of  steel  with  a  mortice,  the  leg  by  the  consequent  gangrene.  In  the 
The  anchylosed  limb  being  placed  on  the  third,  the  patient  died  tax  weeks  after  the 
apparatus,  counter-extension  is  made  by  a  operation  from  the  sloughing  and  other  in- 
belt  attached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  -  juries  (mcluding  a  comminuted  fracture  of 
and  a  strong  strap  fixed  on  the  lower  part  thefemur)  produced  by  the  excessive  pressure 
df  this  serves  to  keep  it  firmly  down  upon  exercised  on  the  front  of  the  joint.*  In  another 
the  seat  in  which  the  patient  sits.  The  thigh  case,  in  which  the  patient  died  of  an  aod* 
and  leg  are  thus  placed  in  a  kind  of  leather  dental  illness  some  months  after  the  opera- 
gutter,  the  edges  of  which  are  laced  over  the  tion,  the  internal  condyle  of  the  femur  had 
finont  of  the  Umb,  and  two  long  and  very  been  fractured  and  became  adherent  to  the 
strong  metallic  splints  are  then  fixed  to  the  surface  of  the  tibia. 

sides  of  the  limb,  each  being  composed  of  M.  Berard  justly  remarks  that  we  cannot 

two  branches  with  a   hinge  uniting  them  but  feel  astonished  that  out  of  21  patients,  on 

opposite  the  knee-joint.  whom  M.  Louvrier  operated  in  Paris,  only  3 

Extension  is  made  by  means  of  strong  should  have  suffSered  severe  and  irreparable 

cord  made  of  catgut  ndled  round  a  winch,  injury,  and  that  it  can  only  be  explained  by 

which  is  fixed  at  the  end  of  the  board  in  the  fact  that  the  parts  about  joints  may  be 

which  the  patient  is  set.    This  cord  acts  by  extremely  damaged,  without  loiding  to  any 

pulling  on  the  foot ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  important  results,  if  the  skin  around  them 

and  by  means  of  a  very  ingenious  piece  of  has  not  been  wounded.     But  indeed  the  his- 

mechanism,  it  exerts  a  constant  and  forcible  tones  of  the  most  favourable  cases  are  not 

pressure  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  knee  such  as  to  offer  any  temptation  to  the  per- 

during  the  whole  of  the  operation.     Thus  formanceof  the  operation,  even  if  it  could  be 

the  straightening  of  the  limb  is  effected  by  a  done  safely.     The  pain  produced  by  it  is 

double  pressure ;  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  agonizing,  and  sometimes  Issts  for  several 

traction  exercised  on  the  two  extremities  of  hours  afterwards  ;  and  in  none  of  the  pa- 

the  angle ;  and  on  the  other,  by  the  pressure  tients  whom  M.  Berard  saw  were  the  volun- 

exerted  upon  its  apex.  tary  movements  of  the  knee-joint,   or  the 

When  all  the  parts  of  the  apparatus  are  complete  stniightness  of  the  limb,  restored. 

properly  put  on,  M.  L.  works  Uie  winch  by  Although  the  condition  of  all  the  patients 

means  of  a  crank,  which  he  continues  to  was  ra&er  improved,  yet  they  could  walk 

turn  till  the  limb  is  completely  straightened,  only  with  great  difficulty,  and  not  at  all  with- 

The  whole  extension  is  commonly  made  in  the  out  the  aid  of   some  apparatus,  or  of  a- 

short  space  of  from  25  to  30  seconds ;  and  gtick  or  crutch. — Gazette  Medicate,  Mai 

when  the  muscles  were  much  retracted  before  22, 184 1 . 

the  operation,  the  leg  is  often  kept  thus  ex- __j^ 

tended  for  half  a  minute  before  letting  it  go  __  ,^,^„«,,,^^,  ^« 

again.  TREATMENT  OF  INVERSION  OF 

This  extraordinary  method  was  adopted  THE  NAIL. 
after  much  hesitation,  and  after  repeated  Hv  Tin  P  ait  aw 
triaU  on  the  dead  body,  and  of  authentic  ^  ^\  ^*'„  .,,'**! 
reports  of  its  having  been  succcssfaUy  em-  Surgeon  to  the  HospiUl  of  Aix. 
ployed  on  some  patients  in  the  provinces,  on  Dn.  Pat  an  was  led  to  investigate  the  sub- 
a  young  man,  who  insisted  on  its  being  tried,  ject  of  inversion  of  the  nail,  in  consequence 
in  the  Hospital  Necker.  No  evil  followed  of  having  witnessed,  in  many  cases,  the  in- 
It ;  and  tben  another  patient  came,  who  was  efficiency  of  the  two  modes  of  practice  now 
also  not  injured  by  it.  A  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  generally  followed,  viz.  those  of  Dupuytren 
were  successfully  operated  on,  and  then  the  and  M.  Lisfranc.  Hie  operation  of  M. 
plan  became  quite  fashionable,  "  almost  every  Dupuytren  is  speedy  and  easy  of  execution, 
week  the  apparatus  fonetionnait"  at  some  but  is  too  frequently  followed  by  a  relapse, 
hospital  or  in  private  practice,  till  at  last  fhe  same  may  be  said  of  Lisfranc's  operation, 
reverses  came.  Two  patients  died  of  the  but  upon  the  whole  it  is  more  successful 
consequences  of  the  operation,  and  it  shortly  than  the  first  mentioned.  Neither  of  these 
fell  into  as  great  disrepute  as  just  before  it  operations,  however,  strike  at  the  root  of 
had  been  in  favour.  The  first  death  was  the  disease :  the  matrix  of  the  nail  is  left  un- 
consequent  on  the  integuments  of  the  hand  touched,  and  consequently,  when  it  is  re- 
being  torn  across,  exposing  the  popliteal  nerve,  produced,  it  frequently  re-assumes  its  ab- 
end accompanied  by  rupture  of  the  crucial  normal  direction.  To  effect  a  radical  cure, 
ligaments  and  other  deep  parts  in  the  neigh-  then,  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  the  matrix  of 
bourhood  of  the  joint.  Intense  inflamma-  that  portion  of  the  nail  which  has  become 
tion  succeeded,  the  tibia  and  fibula  were  drawTi  inverted."              ' 

back  upon  the  femur,  and  the  patient  died  in  .     M.  Flsyan  was  led  to  employ  escharotics 

thieeweeks  after  the  injury.   In  asecond  case,  with  this  view,  from  having  observed  that  in 
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some  OBset  in  which  ^e  potassa  foia  was  on  the  rabject  whidi  found  thisfar  way  into  tt 

applied  to  the  soft  parts  oorering  the  nail,  London  weekly  jonraal  must    hare    been 

according  to  the  plan  of  Lerrat  Perraton,  a  founded  on  erroneons  infonnntion. 

radical  cure  was  effected  in  a  different  manner     " ■ — 

from  that  which  they  had  in  yiew,  by  the  A  TABLB  OP  MORTALITY  POR  THE 

caustic,  from  its  deUquesoence,  spreading  '                     METROPOLIS, 

and  destroying  the  matrix.  . 

The  following  is  the  mode  in  which  M.  Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 

IViyan  first  applied  the  escharotic :— TTie  toe  pauses  registered  in  the  Week,  endm^ 

and  its  nail  were  ootered  with    adhesive  Sfttarday,  the  19tfa  June,  1841. 

plaster,  except  a  small  part,  including  the    gmaU  Pdx 19 

base  of  the  inyertdd  portion  of  the  nail  and    ScaiSatfiiii *.'.**.' ** 

its  matrix,  which  were  left  uncovered ;   this  Hooping  Coi2gh*'.'.*.!'.'.!!!',iiiiiii*.*['['[[]    jg 

was  done  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  ac-    J^P  i.'ii.'!!!!!!!.'      9 

tionof  the  canstic  from  extending  to  the  BUY-    ojll^^flej; * 

roundmg  parts.    A  small  portion  of  potassa    Dysentery  !.'!.'.*.'.*.'.*!!!!!!!!iii.'[.'.' f 

flxsa  about  the  size  of  a  pea  was  then  applied  Cholera   ..!.!!..!!.!!.'!!!.'!!!!!!!!i!im;|      0 

to  the  part  left  uncovered,  and  retained  there    iSj,?*"" » 

for  eight  or  ten  hours.     By  this  means  an     fiiyski«Iu .*.'*.* *? 

eschar  was  formed,  involving  the  matrix  of    Syphilis  ,.'.'.!!!!!!!!!!!!!'.',."!!!!!;*. } 

the  inverted  portion  of  the  nail,  the  root  of    Hy<ln)phoMa O 

seen  black  and  detached.    The  cure,  he  says,        Respiration .V.  .  .YTtT      an 

may  now  be  hastened  by  the  removal  of  the  5J«««s«  of  the  Heart  and  Blood^vessda  .*.''.'    ai 

inverted  portion,  and  thera  is  a  certainty  cSSL  of  dS^"**^^'  ^^^'  "*^  "'**' 

that  it  cannot  be  reproduced,  as  the  matrix    DisSSTof  the^SSSSvL' *ic*. ^ 

is  destroyed.    The  cure  is  completed,  he    Childbed 'A'.'.'.IV. ['.[[''     s 

says,  in  from  twenty^ve  days  to  a  montii    ST^STRS-^'ib; '     ? 
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andkhrff -v—-/-  -  -  -«««.  Disca8eiofi;t<^,&c...                        :          J 

andanair.  ^  Rbemnatism I 

In  his  later  cases  M.  Payan  has  used  the  Diseases  of  Jointo,  &c.  ...!.'..*.*!!!.*;!.*!;!.*.'      s 

Vienna  powder,  which  aonsists  of  equal  parts    ^^K   -il     0 

cj  potassa  ccalce  and  quick  lime,  instead  of    SsSSUof  Skin/i;:' ? 

the  potassa   fosa.     This  he  makes   into  a     Diseases  of  Uncertain 'Seat '.*.'' » 

pastewith  a  few  drops  of  alcohol,  andappUes  Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay.....*  .*.'.' .'.".*.'.*.*  .*;;.'    a9 

in  the  same  manner  as  the  potassa.    This  ^^^  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 

paste  possesses  several  advantages  over  the    Causes notspeci'fied *.*!!!!!!; !'.!;*; ^J 

potassa: — itsaction  i^ more easUy limited, —  ». 

it  is  more  speedy  in  itS  cyeration,  twenty  or    Pc^tha  from  all  Causes 710 

twenty-five   minutes  being  sufficient, — the        ,,„„„_         — ~ — 

pain,  he  says,  is  less,  and  the  eschar  separates  METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

fal^    ^Pf*l,y.  —  ^«^^    Medicate,    July,  JTep/fl/ Edmonton,  Xfl/i7«ife  5 1^37' 32" JV 

1840,  and  Sdin.  Mon,  Jaum,  Loiufitude  0^  3'  51"  W.  of  GreenvncA. 

' J«IK.         Thbbjio¥bte».  Babombtbk« 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  SSSd?^*^  - 

LIST  OF  OENTJLEMBN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS.  aator^y' 

F^day,  June  18.  |SSd?y  ! 

John  James  Cathcart.  —  Edward  Hoskins.  —  '^^•day 

Georye  Nathaniel  Grane.—Orlando  Georee  Bell.  «„   .    «    ,v  ..    ™ 

rHenry  Younz.-Bdwin  James  IsheH.lHnrh  S^'n^"*^*^?,*^"***  W«*- 

Crawford  WaWhe.  -  John  Barton  Harrison.  -  „^  ^^*S^«»8?°*™"y  i^'t  "*«»  »  *>»«  •ft*^ 

Wjllttm8mith.-JamesWiniam8.-JohnThoma8.  "SE*    ^^Je  jm,  generally  dear ;  a  very  heary 

—John  Fenton.— James  Crocome.  sliower  of  rain  between  11  and  12,  a  .m.  The  SSfh. 

_  . .        ,  momiMovercast,  with  heavy  rain :  otherwise 

i^VMtoy,  June  25.  clear.   The  asth,  morning  cloudy,  wind  boiste- 

J.T.BrumweU.— T.Bodkin.-J  W  C  PphhaII  '?*"i'  "««"»oon8howery,  sanshine  at  times  t 

P.  Uvery.-A    FuUcr^    JrflMton -^^^  evenfDjcJear.    The  a7th.  evening  clear,  otS- 

8dleni.-G:P.  hJ^^'^'  ''o«»»«ton.-W.  B.  w«ectondy;  nuningfhjqnentlydminrthe 

^  W     ^*  »t.h,  overcast,  raJniiur  heavily  and 

— fl-eqnentlydannfftheday.    The  JSth   clev  i» 

DR.  KNOX,  OP  EDINBURGH.  SS2ii!!??t*^**'*£S2?5LR»*  ^^  ^^^  Se 

Bast  and  S.B,  fh>m  about  6  till  after  ».  p.m. 

We  are  reqnested  hy  Dr.  Knox  to  state  Bam  fallen,  I  inch,  and  y^iothsof  an  tnch. 

that  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  report  fjfvrirv 

ofhismtendmgto  leave  this  country.     He  XVJOTICE. 

has  not,  and  never  had,  any  intention  of  re-  Dr.  Bonrett's  paper  is  in  hand. 

movi^j from Edinb»nth,««l the .tatemeat.  W.»o, » 0«i.Tr. 57, akin.,, »nH, Lo^do,'. 
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LECTURES  fubstanoes  waa  neooMary  to  tha  production 

Qj,  y„  jj  of  this  peculiar  and  wide  spread  poison ;  and 

that  heat  aooelerated  the  pnlrelactiTe  process. 

.            PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  That  was  Dr.  Bancroft's  opinion.     That 

''                                    PHYSIC,  <^o  u  (I  betieve)  the  opinion  held,  and 

r»  1/^    *j   A  Mr-        #«-if        w     J  stated  in  lectures,  by  many  pathologists  at 

Deli90red  m  Kmg  »  CoUege,  London,  the  present  time.     I  shewed  you,  from  facts 

By  Da.  Watson.  ^\^  "P?"  ^'  £''^''>  authority, 

that  this  opmion  is  founded   m  mistake  : 

"'^  that  the  products  of  Tegetable  decay  and 

LxCTU&B  XLI.  decomposition  may  and  do  often  coexist  with 

ifoM,  coniinutd.     SptctOationt  respecting    "^»  ^^  aredlstinWandseparabtefromit. 
*••/.  «-w«AW<«      n^hiiM  «^  J^L^hIm    ??«*  ^1  no  means  essential  to  its  formation. 


wtnae:   cannot  pan  aeroie  water;  «r-  ^^^tl  ^,,,,^Ii\^^  .««.« ♦^♦^♦«  ^Ko -«u  «* 

J«c*e.l/,.(^/o/re«;«^  "^^-^-^^^^ 

tkeincrei^ejf  ^tjvaiumand  qf  popu^  .           ^    ^      ^  ^     ^    ^            ^ 

TL.  "^^^^V^/f /^t.^r:ir  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^y  ^  tempe«tu«  of 

the  body,    Agwt  f'^TT^j^^J^^  the  place :  that  in  low  ^d  hot  rituations  it 

tanf,   Prognoeu.    Proprteiy  qf  itoppmg  ^.y^e  rise  to  an  affection  not  dii^t^nguisha- 

*"*  We  in  its  symptoms  from  yellow  fever ;  and 

You  will  remember  the  progress  we  made,  that  in  proportion  as  the  locality  is  bdgher 

at  our  last  meeting,  in  tiie  subject  of  inter-  and  cooler,  the  fever  tends  to  assume  first 

mittent  fever.      I  described  the  ordinary  the  remittent,  and  then  the  intermittent  type  t 

phenomena  of  a  paroxysm  of  ague ;   and  thattheperiodofincubation — ^theperiodwhich 

aftsrwards  mentioned  certain  unusual  symp-  intervenes  between  exposure  to  the  malaria 

toms  with  which  it  is  sometimes  oomplioated.  and  the  invasion  of  the  fever — ^is  extremely 

The  three  prindpal  types  of  ague  were  also  variable  in  duration :  that  the  poisonous 

delineated ;  the  quotklian,  the  tertian,  and  effluvia  affect  strangers  more  certeinly  and 

the  quartan:    as  wdl  as  their  respective  more  severely  than  natives  of  the  place:  that 

characters,  and  intervals,  and  varieties,  and  persons  may  become  in  some  sort  seasoned  to 

changes  of  type.     I  spoke  too  of  the  pre*  the  malarious  districts:  but  that,  with  the  ex4 

disposing  causes  of  intennittent  fever,  whidi  oeption  of  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies, 

may  all  be  briefly  tncluded  under  the  head  the  inhabitants  of  places  much  infested  with 

of  circumstances  that  tend  to  debilitate  the  the  peculiar  miasmata,  ure  feeble,  and  sickly, 

body :  the  strongest  predisposing  cause  of  and  short-lived. 

all  being  a  former  attack   of  the  disease.  Periodicity  qf  tko  Jit. — There  was  one 

And  I  began  to  consider  the  great  exciting  point  which  I  briefly  adverted  to,  and  di^- 

cause  of  agues  and  agui^  fevers ;  the  ma-  missed  perhaps    too    unoetcmonionsly :    I 

laria.     I  first  directed  your  attention  to  the  mean  the  very  curious  feot  of  the  regular 

drenmstances  under  which  the  malaria  ap-  periodic  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  of 

pears  to  be  evolved.     Since  the  time  of  intermittent  fever.     I  ought,  I  think,  to  havv 

Landsi  it  had  been  very  generally  supposed  hiformed  you  of  the  views  which  pathologists 

that  the  humid  putrefection  of  vegetable  have  entertained  respecting  the  explanatioik 

710.— xxviii.  2  Q 
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of  that  tingular  drcnmstanoe ;  although  it    tion  of  action  and  reaction  U  thus  produced 
must  be  confessed  that  the  solution  of  the    in  the  human  body,  and  soon  becomes  so 
phaenomenon  is '  still  to  be  sought  for.     A    established  habit.    Throughout  a  part  of  the 
great  number  of  persons  have  tried    their    twoity-four  hours,  the  operation  of  the  mias- 
hands,  however,  upon  this  question.    Many    mata  is  slight,  or  not  manifest  at  all ;  while 
of  the  earlier  attempts  at  explanation  are    during  another  part  of  that  period  it  is  in 
either  quite  hypothetical,  or  totally  insuffi-    full  energy,  and  at  about  the  same  time  daily, 
dent  and  illogicsl.    Willis  ascribed  the  in-     The  emanations  (which  he  conceives  to  pro- 
termissionto  a  periodic  development  offer-    ceed  from  putrefying  vegetable  matter)  are 
mentable  matter  in  the  6foo<l.     But  if  any    most  abundantly  disengaged  during  the  hottest 
such  development  took  place  (of  which  we    part  of  the  day ;    these  watery  effluvia  are 
have  no  evidence)  we  should  be  no  nearer    dissolved   by  tiie  warm  air  to  a  oertsLin 
the  mark :  the  question  would  still  recur,     amount ;   but  after  sunset,  they  are  again 
why  the  development  of  this  matter  should    deposited,  and  deposited  the  more  copioualy 
happen  periodically :  and  the  same  remarks     in  proportion  to  the  coldness  of  the  atmo- 
apply  to  various  otiber  so-called  explanations    sphere  at  that  time :  and  coming  in  contact 
brought  forward  by  different  writers  of  con-    with  the  surface  of  the  body,  with  the  mucooa 
siderable  reputation.     Reil  referred  the  inter-    membrane  of  the  air  passages,  and  perhaps 
mittenoe  of  fevers  to  some  general  law  qf   also  with  that  of  the  digestive  organs,  and 
the  univerees  by  which  he  meant,  I  believe,     being  absorbed  by  those  surfaces,  it  oocasiofna 
some  vague  generalisation  of  such  facts  as    the  phsenomena  which  constitute  an  ague  fit. 
the  alternation  of  light  and  darkness,  the    Hie  influence  of  the  miasmata  being  inter- 
periodic  recurrence  of  the  seasons,  the  ebb-     mittent,  we  need  not  wonder,  he  says,  that 
ing  and  flowing  of  the  tides,  .the  succession    their  effects  should  be  intermittapt  too  :  and 
of  appetite  and  satiety,  of  the  states  of  sleep-    then  he  goes  on  to  ascribe  the  repetitioa  of 
ing  and  waking,  and  so  on :  but  this  evi-     the  paroxysms,  after  the  cause  has  ceased  to 
dently  is  no  explanation  at  all.     M.  fiailly    be  applied,  to  that  tendency  observable  in 
offers  a  very  singular  conjecture  upon  thesub-     the  animal  system  to  reproduce  certain  ac- 
Ject :  he  attributes  the  periodic  phenomena    tions,  simply  because  they  have  been  pro- 
to  the  modification  necessarily  induced  in     duced  before ;  in  one  word,  to  the  effect  of 
the  human  system,  and  particularly  in  the     habit.     At  loigth  the  habit  wears  out,  whick 
function  of  circulation,    by  the  alternate    accounts  for  the  spontaneous  reoovery  of 
change  of  position  from  the  upright  to  the    those  who  are  removed  from  the  malarions 
recumbent,  and  from  the  recumbent  to  the    district. 

upright,  every  twenty-four  hours;  and  he        It  seems  to  be  a  very  serious  objection  to 
adduces  in  corroboration  of  this  notion  the    M.Roche's  theory,  that  the  disease  does  not 
alleged  fact  that  animals,  which  undergo  no    shew  itself,  sometimes,  for  weeks  or  months 
such  oscillation  of  posture,  are  not  subject    after  the  patient  has  been  exposed  to  the 
to  intermittent  fevers:  but  this  is  said  not  to    miasmata.     His  theory  foils  altogether  also 
be  a  fisbct.      Rodet  and  Charpentier  affirm    to  account  for  the  different  typee  of  inter- 
that  horses  are  liable  to  such  complaints,     mittent  fever.    The  differences  of  type  are 
Dr.  Macculloch    refers  to  the  case  of  a    indeed  oppoeed  to  the  theory, 
dog  which  laboured  under  a  rq^ular  tertian        After  idl  it  is  most  probable  that  CuQea 
ague  for  some  years  ;  the  cold  paroxysms    had  discovered  a  part  though  not  the  whole 
taking  place  always  at  three  o'clock  in. the    of  the  truth  respecting  the  periodicity  of 
afternoon.    Even  if  this  were  not  so,  M.     intermittent  fevers,  when  he  ascribed  it  to 
BaiUy's  theory  fsils  to  account  for  the  oc-     some  law  of  the  animal  economy  whereby  it 
cozrence  of  continued  fevers.     If  his  views    is  subjected,  in  many  respects,  to  a  diurnal 
were  correct,  then  we  might  avoid  having    revolution.     '*  Whether  this  depends,"  be 
ague  by  refraining  from  £hese  changes  of    says,  ''upon  the  original  conformation  of 
position  from  the  vertical  to  the  horixontal    the  body,  or  upon  certain  powers  constantly 
during  sleep,  and  back  again  upon  awaking. ,.  applied  to  it,  and  inducing  a  habit^  I  cannot 
Recently  M.  Roche  has  put  forth  the  opinion  '  positively  determine;   but  the  returns  of 
that  the  attacks  of  ague  are  periodic,  because    sleep  and  watching,  of  appetites  and  excre- 
the  caueee  of  them  are  periodic.    And  if    tions,  and  the  changes  which  regularly  occur 
this  could  be  made  out,  the  conjecture  would    in  the  state  of  the  pulse,  shew  sufficiently 
carry  with  it  some  shew  of  reason.     He    that  in  the  human  body  a  diurnal  revolution 
observes  that  the  spring  and  the  autumn  are    takes  place."     But  he  also  is  much  per- 
ihe  seasons    in  which  intermittent  fevers    plexed  with  the  differences  of  type ;  and  all 
chiefly  break  out,  especially  the  autumn :     that  he  can  say  on  that  point  amounts  to 
mad  that  during  those  periods  there  is  a  very    this— that  as  the  three  principal  types  ob- 
MQsible  difference  in  the  temperature  and    serve,  severally,  the  same  time  of  day  for 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere  by  day  and  by    their  accession,  and  as  quartans  and  tertians 
night,  and  evep  within  the  space  of  three  or    are  apt  to  become  quotidians,  these  to  pass 
four  hours  ;2>Ad  that  a  consequent  altema-    into  the  state  of  remittents,  and  these  last  to 


INTERMITTENT  FEVER.  595 

become  continned ;  and  that  as  even  in  the  ahoTild  be  the  lea$t  tendency  to  exacerbation 

continued  form  daily  exacerbations  and  re-  of  febrile  action*. 

missions  are  generally  to  be  observed — all  I  pointed  out,  in  yesterday's  lecture,  tie 

this  marks  the  power  of  diurnal  revolution.  favourite  habitats,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of  the 

A  most  interesting  experiment,  as  it  ap-  malarious  poison.     I  have  still  a  few  obser- 

pears  to  me,  performed  by  M.  Brachet  upon  vations  to  make  respecting  its  ascertained 

himself,  shews  in  a  strong  light  the  influence  habits  and  properties.     Some  of  the  laws  to 

of  acquired  habit  in  continuing  certain  un-  which  it  is  subject  are  of  great  practical  im- 

natural  states  of  the  system  when  once  they  portance,  and  ought  to  be  popularly  known : 

have  been  originated :  the  experiment  con-  much  more  ought  every  medical  man  to  be 

nects  itself  also  with  the  peculiar  phaeno-  familiar  with  them. 

mena  of  internnttent  fever.    Towards  the  The  malaria  mott  noxious  at  night. — In 
end  of  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  the  first  place,  all  malarioiis  places  are  (as 
1822,  M.  Brachet  took  a  cold  bath,  at  mid-  I  have  already  hinted)  much  more  dangerous 
night,  for  seven  nights  in  succession,  in  the  at  night  than  in  the  day  time.      Whether 
river  Saone.     On  the  first  occasion  he  re-  the  poison  be  then  more  copiously  evolved, 
mained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  river;  on  or  whether  it  be  merely  condensed  and  con- 
the  second  half  an  hour ;  till  at  length  he  was  centrated  by  the  diminished  temperature,  or 
able  to  stay  in  the  water  a  full  hour  at  a  whether  the  body  is  at  that  time  more  sus- 
time.     After  each  bath  he  betook  himself  to  ceptible  of  its  influence,  it  certainly  is  most 
a  warm  bed,  and  in  a  short  time  became  active  and  pernicious  during  the  hours  of 
affected  with  considerable  heat,  followed  by  darkness.    To  sleep  at  night  in  the  open  air 
copious  perspiration,  in  the  midst  of  which  in  such  places  is  dmost  to  ensure  an  attack 
he  fell  asleep.     At  tiie  end  of  the  seven  days  of  the  fever.      Lancisi  was  quite  aware  of 
M.  Brachet  ceased  to  repeat  this  experiment :  this,  and  devotes  a  chapter  to  the  question, 
but  what  was  lus  surprise  at  findmg  on  the  "  Cur  juxta  poludes  noctu  pnesertim  Indor- 
following  nights,   between  twelve  and  one  mientes  magis  quam  vigilantes  laedantur  V* 
o'clock,  that  all  the  phenomena  of  a  true  It  has  repeatedly  been  observed  among  the 
ague  fit  appeared  in  due  order  and  succession !  crews  of  ships,  when  off  a  malarious  coast, 
As,  however,  this  artificial  paroxysm  was  not  that  the  sailors  could  go.  on  shore  in  the  day 
very  severe,  and  as  he  felt  quite  well  during  to  cut  wood,  or  for  other  purposes,  with  im- 
the  day,  M.  Brachet  determined  not  to  inter-  punity ;  while  the  men  who  remained  onshore 
fere  with  it ;  but  to  observe  the  result.     It  through  the  night  guarding  the  water  casks, 
recurred    six  times  with   great   regularity,  were  many  or  all  of  them  seized  with  the 
On  the  seventh  night  after  he  had  omitted  the  fever.     Take  one  instance  as  a  sample  of 
baths,  he  was  summoned,  towards  midnight,  many.     It  is   recorded  by  Dr.  land.     In 
to  a  woman  in  labour :  the  ride  to  her  house  1766  the  Phoenix  ship  of  war  was  returning 
heated  him,  and  on  his  arrival  he  kept  up  from  the  coast  of  Guinea.    The  officers  and 
the  heat  by  placing  himself  before  a  large  ship's  company  were  perfectly  healthy  till 
fire,  and  from  that  time  the  febrile  pheno-  they  touched  at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas, 
mena  ceased  to  recur.  IJere  nearly  all  of  them  went  on  shore. 
The  facts  and  theories  which  I  have  thus  Sixteen  of  the  number  remained  for  several 
brought  roughly  together,  in  respect  to  the  nights  on  the  island.     Every  one  of  them 
periodicity'  of  agues,  are  not  without  inte-  contracted  the  disorder,  and  thirteen  of  the 
rest,  but  they  shew  that  we  have  yet  much  sixteen  died.    The  rest  of  the  crew,  consist- 
to  leam  on  this  subject.     Granting  that  ing  of  280  men,  went  in  parties  of  twenty 
habit  may  have  its  share  in  continuing  the  or  thirty  on  shore  in  the  day,  and  rambled 
regular  recurrences,  we  want  some  explana-  about  the  island,  hunting,  shooting,  and  so 
tion  of  the  return  of  the  second  and  third  on  :  but  they  returned  to  the  ships  at  night ; 
fit,  after  certain  determinate  intervals,  to  and  not  one  of  those  who  so  returned  suf- 
give  a  beginning  to  the  habit.     In  respect  to  fered  the  slightest  indisposition.     Exactiy 
iha  quotidian.  Dr.  CuUen's  diurnal  revolu-  similar  events  occurred  the  following  year, 
tion  might  come  to  the  rescue ;   but  this  with    the  same  ship,  at  the   same  place, 
principle  evidently  will  not  apply  to  the  ter-  where  "  she  lost  eight  men  out  of  ten,  who 
tian  type.     I  know  of  no  two-day,  or  bidual  had  imprudently  remained    all    night    on 
habit.     And  the  objection  holds  still  more  shore ;'    while  the  rest  of  the  ship's  com* 
strongly  in  regard  to  quartans.     Indeed  in  pany,  ''who,  after  spending  the  greatest  part 
quotidians  themselves  there  is  much  diffi-  of  the  day  on  shore,  always  returned  to  their 
culty  in  applying  the  explanation,  for  though  vessel  before  night,   continued    in  perfect 

by  anticipating,  or  postponing,  they  mag    '• • 

come  on  at  different  hours  of  the  day,  yet        *  I  would  beg  torefer  the  readerto  Dr.  Holland's 

their  usual    and  natural  paroxysms  occur,  interesting  chapter  (in  his  MedietU  Notes  and 

•,/v*   ;«   *\.^  «»...«»«.    K«*  :«  *»,-   ^^^ir^J  Refleetions,  published  since  these  lectures  were 
not  m  the  evening,  but  m  the  mormng,     deUvered)'' 6u  Morbid  Actions  of  Intermittent 

when,  on  the  pnnciple  of  diurnal  hamt,  there    kind.'*— T.  W. 
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health."    Many  more  examples  of  the  same  eases  of  the  anny  in  Jamaica,  njt  **tbe 

kind  are  stated  or  referred  to  by  Dr.  Ban-  barracks  of  Spanish  Town  conaiat  of  two 

croft  in  his  book  on  the  Yellow  Fever ;  a  floors,  the  first  upon  the  ground,  the  aeooad 

book  which  is  rich  in  information  respecting  on  the  first.     The  difTcrence  in  the  health  d 

the  malaria.  the  men  on  the  two  floors  was  so  striking  as 

The  reapers  in  the  **  Campo  Morto" — a  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Asaembly  d 

well-named  part  of. the  Maremna  which  I  the  island;   and  upon  investigation  it  ap- 

yesterday  mentioned — are  permitted  to  sleep  peared  that  three  were  taken  ill  on  the  grooDd 

for  two  hours  about  noon.     They  do  so  at  floor,  for  one  on  the  other.     The  groaztd 

that  time  without  danger:   but  when  the  floor  was  not  therefore  used  as  a  barrai-k 

dews  of  evening  have  fallen  down  upon  the  afterwards."     Mr.  Ralph,  in  a  table  printed 

earth,  which  serves  them  for  their  bed,  it  is  as  an  appendix  to  a  paper  of  Dr.  Fcrgnaon** 

then  that  the   poison  puts  forth  its  most  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Medieo-Ckirmr- 

dea<Ily  power.     Upon  this  principle  Lancisi  gieal  TVansaetions,  states  the  result  of  aa 

admonishes  those  who   in    summer  travel  enquiry  into  the  comparative  healthfulnAS 

through  the  Pontine  marshes,  not  to  do  so  of  the  upper  and  lower  apartments  of  bar* 

at  night f  as  many  had  been  accustomed  to  racks  in  Barbadoes,  to  have  been  that  the 

do,  in  order  to  avoid  the  greater  heat  of  the  individuals  residing  in  the  lower  apartments 

day :  and  similar  advice  is  still  given  at  Rome  were  attacked  in  Uie  proportion  of  two  to 

to  all  strangers.  Though  the  passage  requires  one  of  those  living  in  the  upper :  and  with 

but  six  or  eight  hours,  there  are  numerous  certain  apparent  exceptions,  which  I  shall 

instances  of  travellers  who,  in  consequence  notice  presently,  experience  is  anifonnly  in 

of  their  having  crossed  these  fens  during  the  favour  of  the  proposition  that  the  poiaoo  b 

night,  have  been  attacked  with  violent  and  most  prevalent  and  destructive  near  the  far* 

mortal  fevers.  face  of  the  earth,  and  does  not  riae  high  into 

The  practical  lesson  to  be  derived  from  a  the  atmosphere, 
knowledge  of  this  fact  is  too  obvious  to  dwell        To  specify  the  sanitary  precavtiona  die- 

upon.     In  malarious  countries  the  open  air  tated  by  an  acquaintance  with  this  property 

at  night  must  be  avoided.     *'  Early  to  bed"  of  the  malaria,  must  be  quite  superfloova. 
is  always  a  good  and  wholesome  rule ;  but         Is  carried  along  by  eurrenU  of  mir. — 

the  other  half  of  the  proverb  "  early  to  rise"  Thirdly,  the  malaria  is  moveable  by  ike  vtatf. 

becomes,  in  such  countries,  an  unsafe  pre-  It  is  capable,  therefore,  of  being  carried 

cept.     At  least  it  is  hazardous  to  Ua^e  the  Jrom  the  spot  where  it  was  generated  ;  and 

house  early.  to  other  places  which  might  else  be  free  from 

It  tends  downwards. — Secondly,  the  ma-  it  and  h^thy.     In  this  respect  it  is  analo- 

laria  loves  the  ground.  Whether  this  results  goos  to  a  heavy  fog  or  vapour :  and,  in  mnae 

from  its  specific  gravity ;  or  from  its  adhering  cases,  it  is  accompanied  by  a  palpable  mist ; 

to  the  moisture  suspended  in  the  lower  strata  to  which,  perhaps,  it  may  dmg:     Hie  fol- 

of  the  atmosphere ;  or  from  some  peculiar  lowing  passage  rdatiye  to  this  sahject  oocnr« 

attraction  for  the  earth's  surface ;  I  cannot  in  Bishop  Heber*s  Journal.     **  From  Cheeta 

tell  you.    There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  Talao  our  road  lay  through  a  deep  and  close 

the  poison  combines  somehow,  or  becomes  foretjt,  in  the  lower  parts  of  which,  even  in 

entangled,  with  fog :  and  fogs  usually  brood  the  present  season,  the  same  thick   mUky 

and  settle,  at  night  especially,  upon  Uie  snr-  vapour  was  hovering  as  that  which  I  saw  in 

face.     This  may  be  one  reason  why  lying  the  Terrai,  and  which  is  called  essence  if 

down  to  sleep  in  the  open  air  at  night  is  so  otr/."    This  Terrai  is  the  r^on  whic^  I 

▼ery  perilous.  The  lower  rooms  of  the  same  mentioned  in  the  last  lecture  as  bemg,  so 

house  may  contain  the  noxious  eflluvia,  while  pestiferous,  that  it  is  deserted,  during  oertnia 

the  upper  are  free.     "  la  all  malarious  sea-  parts  of  the  year,  by  every  living  creature. 
sons  and  countries,"   says  Dr.  Ferguson,        This  conveysnoe  of  the  poison,   like  a 

*'  the  inhabitants  of  ground  floors  are  nni-  cloud  or  fog,  from  one  part  of  the  sor&oe  of 

Ibrmly  affected  in  a  greater  proportion  than  the  ground  to  another,  it  is  very  important 

those  of  the  upper  storeys.     According  to  to  attend  to  in  all  places  s  snd  espedally  in 

official  returns  during  the  last  sickly  season  tropical  climates,  where  the  wind  blows  for 

at  Barbadoes,  the  proportion  of  those  taken  a  long  time  together  from  the  same  4|aarter. 

ill  with  fever  in  the  lower  apartments  of  the  We  are  thus  enabled  to  account  for  the  ap- 

barracks  exceeded  that  of  the  upper  by  one-  parent  exceptions  to  the  last-mentioned  pr9- 

third,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  perty  of  the  malaria,  vis.  its  prclcrraoe  nf 

epidemic.  At  the  same  time  it  was  observed  low  to  elevated  situations.     You  will  readily 

that  the  deep  ditches  of  the  forts,  even  understand  how  tiie  miasmata  may  roll  op, 

though  they  contained  no  water — and  still  and  hang  accumulated  upon,  the  side  of  a 

more  the  deep  ravines  of  rivers  and  water-  hill  towards  which  a  current  of  air  sets 

courses — abounded  with  the  malarioos  poi-  steadily    firom    or    across    a    neighbooring 

aon."     Dr.  Hunter,  in  his  work  on  the  dts*  marsh.     Nay,  the  poison  may  be  that  blown 
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over  a  hill,  and  deposited  on  the  other  side  Yaluable  in  determining  the  choice  of  en- 

of  it.     In  this  way,  I  presume,  are  to  be  campments,  and  of  sites  for  dwelling  houses 

explained  the  following  carious  facts,  related  in  aguish  districts.    Settlers  in  hot  climates, 

in  Dr.  Ferguson's  paper.  especially  where  trade-winds  prevail,  would 

"  The  beautiful  port  of  Prince  Rupert's,  do  well  to  avoid  founding  towns  on  the  lee 

in  the  island  of  Dominica,  is  a  peninsula  side  of  any  swampy  or  suspicious  ground, 

which  comprehends  two  hills  of  a  remarkable  The  outlets  of  rivers  are  commonly  selected, 

form,  joined  to  the  main  land  by  a  flat  and  for  the  convenience  of  commerce :  and  there 

very  marshy  square  isthmus  'to  windward f  ia  often  a  right  and  a  wrong  bank.    I  believe 

of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  extent,  that  most  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  West 

The  two  hills  jut  right  out  on  the  some  line  Indies  are  built,  for  the  advantage  of  the 

into  the  sea,  by  which  they  are  on  three  outward  bound  vessels,  upon  the  western,  or 

sides  encompassed.     The  inner  hill,  of  a  lee  side  of  the  islands, 

slender  pjrramidal  form,  rises  from  a  narrow  //  cannot  pass  across  water. — Fourthly, 

base  nearly  perpendicular,  above  and  across  it  is  a  singular,  but  well-ascertained  fact, 

the  marsh  from  sea  to  sea,  so  as  completely  that  the  miasmata  lose  their  noxious  pro- 

to  shut  it  out  from  the  port.    The  outer  hiU  perties  by  passing  over  even  a  small  surface 

is  a  round-backed  bluff  promontory,  which  f^ water.   Probably  they  are  absorbed  by  it. 

breaks  off  abruptly,  in  the  manner  of  a  preci-  And  this  is  another  proof  of  their  tendency 

pice  above  the  sea.     Between  the  hills  runs  downwards.     Many  instances  have  already 

a  very  narrow  clean  valley,^  where  all  the  been  referred  to,  where  some  of  the  crew  of 

establishments  of  the  garrison  were  originally  a  ship  have  landed  on  a  malarious  coast,  and 

placed ;  the  whole  space  within  the  peniusula  have  all  been  attacked  by  the  fever ;  while 

being    the    driest,    the    cleanest,  and    the  the  rest  of  the  sailors,  who  remained  on 

healthiest    surface    conceivable.       It    was  board,  continued  all  healthy  and  well,  though 

speedily  found  that  the  barracks    in    the  the  ship  was  close  to  the  diore.     You  could 

valley  were  very  unhealthy ;  and  to  remedy  not  have  a  better  or  more  striking  example 

this  fault,  advantage  was  taken  of  a  recess  of  this  than  what  took  place  at  Walcheren. 

or  platform  near  the  top  of  the  inner  hill,  to  '*  Not  only  the  crews  of  the  ships  in  the 

construct  a  barrack  which  was  completely  road  of  Flushing  were  entirely  free  from  the 

concealed  by  the  crest  of  the  hill  from  the  endemic ;    but  also  the  guard-ships  which 

view  of  the  marsh  on  the  outside,  and  at  were  stationed  in  the  narrow  channel  between 

least  three  hundred  feet  above  it :    but  it  this  island  (Walcheren)  and  Beveland.     The 

proved  to  be  pestiferous  beyond  belief.     In  width  of  this  channel  is  about  six  thousand 

fact  no  white  man  could  possibly  live  there,  feet,  yet,  though  some  of  the  ships  lay  much 

and  it  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned.    At  the  nearer  to 'one  shore  than  to  the  other,  there 

time  this  was  going  on,  it  was  discovered  was  no  instance  of  any  of  the  men  or  officers 

that  a  quarter  which  had  been  built  on  the  being  taken  ill  with  the  same  disorder  as 

outer  hUl,  on  nearly  the  same  line  of  eleva-  that  with  which  the  troops  on  shore  were 

tion,  and  exactly  five  hundred  yards  farther  affected.''     This  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  has  told 

removed  from  the  swamp,  was    perfectly  us ;  and  it  is  curious  that  Sir  John  Pringle 

healthy ;  not  a  single  case  of  fever  having  made  the  very  same  remark  in  the  very  same 

occurred  in  it  from  the  time  it  was  built."  place  in  1747.     He  is  speaking  of  the  dis- 

There  is  a  striking  anecdote  given  by  eases  of  the  campaign  in  Dutch  Brabant; 

Lands!,  showing,  on  a  small  scale,  the  effect  and  especially  of  four  battalions  which  had 

of  the  wind  in  carrying  the  malaria  with  it.  remained  for  some  time  in  Zealand  :  and  he 

Thirty  ladies  and  gentlemen  had  sailed  to  says,  "  But  Commodore  Mitchel's  squadron, 

the  mouth  of  the  Tiber  on  an  excursion  of  which  lay  all  this  while  at  anchor  in  the 

pleasure.     Suddenly  the  breeze  shifted  to  the  channel  between  South  Beveland  and  the 

south,  and  began  to  blow  over  a  marshy  island  of  Walcheren,  in  both  which  places 

tract  of  land  situated  to  windward  of  them,  the  distemper  raged,  was  neither  afflicted 

Twenty-nine  of  the  thirty  were  immediately  with  the  fever  nor  the  fiux,  but  amidst  all 

after  attacked  with  tertian  ague.     So  also  that  rickness  enjoyed  perfect  health ;  a  proof 

Humboldt  informs  as  that  the    town    of  that  the  moist  and  putrid  air  of  the  msjrshes 

Cariaco  is  afflicted  with  intermittents  by  the  was  dissipated,  or  corrected,  before  it  could 

north-west  wind  conveying    across  it  the  reach  them." 

miasmatic  manations    of   the   Lagona  of  It  u  probable  that  this  peculiarity  has  led 

Campona.                     ^  to  an  erroneous  and  contracted  estimate  of 

And  as  the  wind  will  thus  transport  the  the    space    through  wluch    the    poisonous 

malaria  to  a  distance,  and  thereby  render  a  effluvia  can  be  carried,  upon  land,  by  the 

spot  unhealthy  which  naturally  would  not  be  wind.     Although  the  distance  to  wMch  they 

so :  it  also  is  often  of  service  in  clearing  the  are  capable  of  being  so  conveyed,  withont 

poison  from  other  places,  and  preventing  its  losing  their  morbific  power,  has  never  been 

concentration.  predsely  defined,  there  can  be  no.doubt  that 

A  knowledfo  of  these  fiwts  ought  to  be  it  is  considerable.    In  Italy,  according  to 
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Dr.  Maccnlloch,  the  poisonous  exhalations  of  of  agaa  m  tlus  oonntry  is  mainly  attribvtdklr. 

the  lake  Agnano  have  been  asoertuned  to  The  fenny  lands  have  been  droned;  mii 

nach  as  far  as  the  convent  of  Camaldoli,  many  of  them  brought  under  fiie  pkiogh. 

situated  on  a  high  hiU  three  miles  diatmt.  Dr.  Craigie  states  that  East  IrfHhism,  id 

Attaches  itself  to  trees. — ^Fifthly,  another  Scotland,  waa  at  one  time  so  productiTe  of 
remarkable  property  of  tiie  marsh  poisoui  is  malaria,  that  it  was  quite  an  ezp^^ted  thin^ 
its  attraction  towards,  and  its  adherence  to,  that  the  reapers  in  harvest  should  be  attacked 
the  foliage  of  lofty  umbrageous  trees :  so  with  ague  :  but  that  now,  in  consequence  of 
that  it  is  very  dangerous,  in  malarious  the  perfect  tillage,  and  the  numerous  tracts 
places,  to  go  under  large  thick  trees,  and  still  of  wood  with  which  the  country  is  corered, 
more  dangerous  to  sleep  under  them.  But  this  that  disorder  is  quite  unknown  there.  Con- 
property,  thus  a  source  of  danger  to  those  Tersely,  in  regions  which  have  been  suffered  to 
who  are  ignorant  of  it,  affords,  when  known  fall  out  of  cultivation,  intermittent  and  remit- 
and  rightly  made  use  of,  a  mode  of  protection  tent  fevers  multiply.  The  more  thoroughly 
and  remedy  against  the  influence  of  the  any  country  is  cultivated,  the  more  fully,  in 
miasmata.  In  the  territory  of  Guiana,  general,  is  it  peopled  also:  and  in  many 
where  large  trees  abound,  the  settlers  live  places  the  prevalence  of  these  fevers  baa 
fearlessly,  and  unhurt,  close  to  the  most  been  observed  to  diminish  and  increase  with 
pestiferous  marshes,  and  to  leeward  of  them,  the  increase  and  diminution  of  the  popula- 
provided  that  a  screen  or  belt  of  trees  be  tion.  Cieteris  paribus  agues  are  much  less 
interposed.  New  Amsterdam,  in  Berbice,  common  in  large  towns  than  in  oonntry 
lies  on  the  lee  side  of  an  immense  swampy  vUlages.  This  has  been  oddly  enough  ac> 
forest,  in  the  direct  tract  of  a  strong  trade  counted  for  by  saying  that  populous  citieB 
wind  that  blows  night  and  day,  and  pollutes  are  so  full  that  tliere  is  no  room  for  the 
even  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  town  malaria.  A  much  more  rational  and  probable 
with  the  stench  of  the  marshes ;  yet  it  brings  explanation  is  that  which  ascribes  the  freedom 
no  fevers.  The  inhabitants  are  well  aware  of  crowded  towns,  and  thickly  inhabited  dis- 
that  it  would  be  almost  certain  death  for  an  tricts,  to  the  number  of  fires  burned  in  them. 
European  to  sleep,  or  even  to  remain  after  Many  instances  might  be  adduced  to  shew 
nightfall,  within  the  verge  of  the  forest.  To  that  the  more  any  place,  naturally  productive 
cut  down  the  trees  woald  not  only  be  a  of  malaria,  is  depopulated,  the  more  evident 
perilous  operation  in  itself;  but  would  let  in  does  the  power  of  the  poison  become.  The 
pestilence  to  the  town.  Italians  date  the  introduction  of  the  malaria 

This  property  also  of  the  malaria,  as  well  into  the  Maremna,  from  the  great  plague  in 
aa  the  use  to  which  it  may  be  turned,  was  the  sixteenth  century,  since  which  period  the 
known  to  Lancisi.  He  describes  the  vast  inhabitants  of  that  district  have  never  been 
increase  of  agues  and  remittent  fevers  in  sufficiently  numerous  to  counteract  the  bad 
Rome  during  the  summer  of  1695,  after  a  air  which  increases  as  population  and  agri- 
great  overflowing  of  the  Tiber,  by  which  the  culture  diminish. 

lower  part  of  the  city,  and  the  fields  adjacent,  Bishop  Heber,  in  the  narrative  I  quoted 

had  been  inundated  in  the  preceding  winter,  before,  bears  testimony  to  facts  of  the  same 

The  bad    effects   of  this    flood  were  felt  kind  with  those  I  have  now  been  stating, 

throughout  the  whole  of  Rome,  with  the  ex-  He  says,  **  At  the  foot  of  the  lowest  hills,  a 

ception  of  one  particular  quarter,  which  was  long  black  level  line  extends,  so  black  and 

protected  by  a  belt    of   trees  around   it.  level,  that  it  might  seem  to  have  been  drawn 

Lancisi  even  addressed  a  remonstrance  to  with  ink  and  a  ruler.      This  is  the  forest, 

the  Pope  against  a  project  which  was  enter-  from  which  we  are  still  removed  several  coss, 

tained  of  felling  some  wood  near  the  Pontine  though  the  country  already  begins  to  partake 

marshes,  between  them  and  the  city.     He  of  its  insalubrity.      It  is   remarkable   that 

endeavours  to  show  that  woods  and  groves  this  insalubrity  is  said  to  have  greatly  in- 

were  first  made  sacred  on  account  of  their  creased  in  the  last  fifteen  years.      Before 

conservative  influence  in  this  way,  to  prevent  that  time,  Ruderpoor,  where  now  the  soldiers 

their  ever  being  cut  down.  and  servants  of  the  Police  Thanna  die  oflf  so 

It  would  appear,  from  the  fitcts  I  have  fast  that  they  can  scarcely  keep  up  the 
jost  been  detaUing,  that  dwellings  unfortu*  establishment,  was  a  large  and  wealthy  place, 
nately  built  in  the  vicinity  of  marebes,  might  inhabited  all  the  year  through,  without 
sometimes  be  rendered  safe  and  salubrious  danger  or  disease.  The  unfiivourable  change 
by  encircling  them  at  a  little  distance  by  a  is  imputed  by  the  natives  themselves  to  de- 
hedge  of  trees— or  (perhaps)  even  by  drawing  population.  The  depopulation  of  these 
round  them  a  broa^  -r.  Such  countries  arose  Arom  the  invasion  of  Meer 
experiments  desert                             *al.  Khftn,   in  1805.     He  then  laid  waste   all 

//  is  diminish                                   ^^J*  these  Pergunnahs,  and  the  population,  once 

the  productior                                         octs,  so  checked,  has  never  recovered  itself.** 
of  the  malaris                                              ^f 

cultwaiion,  J  XJltimate  effects  qf  the  poison, — ^When 
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peraons  having  the  intermittent  fever  are  thei^  oomplezlon  sallow  and  yellowish ;  they 
unable  to  leave  the  unhealthy  situation  in  are  prematurely  old  and  wrinkled ;  even  the 
which  they  have  been  exposed  to  the  influence  children  early  acquire  an  aged  aspect ;  and 
of  the  malaria — and  especially  when  they  are  the  spirits  and  intellects  of  those  who  dwell 
placed  under  uufavourable  circumstances  in  in  these  unhealthy  spots  are  low  and  feeble, 
respect  to  food,  and  clothing,  and  shelter—  and  partake  of  the  degeneration  of  thdr 
the  disease  is  apt  to  become  exceedingly  bodily  qualities.  It  is  a  strange  thing, 
serious,  leading  to  disorder  of  the  sensorium,  therefore,  that  a  notion  should  ever  have 
and  great  disturbance  of  the  abdominal  prevailed,  of  the  aaiutiferou*  effects  of  an 
viscera,  even  in  the  intermissions ;  sickness,  attack  of  ague.  But  such  a  notion  may  be 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  diseases  of  the  liver,  traced  from  very  nearly  our  own  times  up  to 
In  Zealand,  the  biliary  fbnctions  suffer  so  the  earliest  records  of  physic.  '*  The  late 
much  during  the  complaint,  that  it  is  com-  Dr.  James  Sims,  who  was  a  physician  of 
monly  known  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  some  note  in  this  town,  felt  convinced,  at 
country  under  the  name  of  the  gall  fiver,  the  conmiencement  of  the  illness  that  ter* 
The  frequent  unnatural  concentration  of  the  minated  his  life,  that  he  should  recover  if  he 
blood  in  the  internal  parts  may  afford  a  could  catch  an  ague :  and  he  went  down 
reasonable  explanation  of  these  phsenomena.  .into  one  of  the  marshy  districts  expressly  for 
When  death  takes  place,  morbid  appearances  that  purpose ;  but  returned  to  London 
present  themselves  such  as  might  be  expected :  without  having  succeeded,  complaining  that 
hepatic  alterationa ;  inflammation  and  ulce-  the  country  had  been  spoiled  by  draining, 
ration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  and  that  tlwre  were  no  agues  to  catch.  The 
alimentary  canal :  but  the  most  characteris-  superstitious  Louis  the  XI.  entertained  a 
tic  morbid  condition  produced  by  repeated  similar  opinion,  and  prayed  to  the  Lady  of 
attacks  of  intermittent  fever  consists  in  en-  Selles  that  she  would  confer  upon  him  a 
largement  of  the  spleen;  with  or  without  quartan  ague.  Oiirmonarch,  James  the  First, 
induration  of  its  substance.  That  viscus  is  had  more  sensible  notions  on  that  score, 
sometimes  enormously  increased  in  bulk,  so  There  is  an  old  English  proverb  which  says, 
aa  to  be  fill,  and  even  its  outline  t$0n  '  An  ague  in  the  spring,  is  physic  for  a  king ;' 
through  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  and  when  this  was  repeated  to  him  by  his 
It  has  been  known  to  weigh  nearly  eleven  courtiers,  he  being  then  ill  of  that  disease, 
pounda.  So  common, is  this  state  of  the  he  answered  that  the  adage  might  be  appli- 
spleen,  that  it  ia  familiar  to  the  observation  cable  to  a  young  man,  but  that  it  would  not 
of  the  vulgar,  who  have  even  given  it  a  name:  do  for  an  old  one  like  him.  In  foot,  aa  I 
it  is  called  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  mentioned  before,  he  died  of  his  ague.  The 
fenny  parts  of  this  country,  the  ague  cake,  same  doctrine  has,  however,  been  handed 
I  believe  that  whenever  the  abdominal  cir-  down  to  us  by  the  father  of  physic  himself, 
culation  is  much  embarrassed,  and  the  abdo-  Hippocrates  says,  in  the  57tii  Aphorism  of 
minal  veins  gorged,  as  they  must  be  during  his  4th  Section,  vwo  airaa'fiov,  ii  rtrayov 
the  cold  stage  of  an  intermittent,  the  spleen  evox^ovfur^f  ryprros  wrtytyofuvQf  Xvci  ro 
in  particular  becomes  distended  with  blood,  rovojifut.  And  t!elsns,  in  his  capital  digest 
Ck)nstanUy  we  see  this  happen  when  the  of  the  medical  knowledge  of  his  time,  pre- 
passage  of  the  blood  through  the  portal  serves  the  same  opinion,  with  some  appa- 
vesseU  is  impeded  by  disease  of  the  liver,  rent  astonishment  that  it  should  be  true. 
Now  this  distension  may,  perhaps,  not  '  Denique  ipsa  febris,  quod  maxime  mirum 
thoroughly  subside  at  once.  If  the  pa.  videri  potest,  SRpeprtesidio  est.'  I  recollect 
roxysms  of  ague  be  frequently  repeated,  we  hearing  Dr.  Graham,  the  professor  of  botany 
may  understand  how  the  spleen  may  become  in  Edinburgh,  relate  the  following  anecdote 
foller  of  blood  on  each  successive  occasion,  in  one  of  h^  clinical  lectures : — His  brother 
It  may  be  that  a  portion  of  the  blood  coagu-  was  intimate  with  the  professor  of  natural 
lates ;  or  that  inflammation  of  a  slow  kind  history  at  Cremona;  and  thia  gentleman  waa 
is  set  up  in  the  stretched  covering  of  that  resolved  to  put  the  truth  of  the  aphorism 
organ.  At  all  eveuts,  this  is  a  very  common  that  I  have  quoted  from  Hippocratea  to  the 
sequel  of  ague  :  and  it  can  scarcely  be  test.  Acconlingly  he  sent  a  patient  afilicted 
doubted  that  the  repeated  congestions  of  the  with  epiUpty,  to  pass  a  night  or  two  in  a 
internal  vessels  and  viscera  aro  the  deter-  marshy  place,  where  the  malaria  was  known 
mining  causes  of  the  ague  cake.  Inde-  to  be  so  abundant,  and  so  powerful,  that 
pendently,  however,  of  the  paroxysms  of  few  eaca^)ed  ague  who  were  thero  exposed  to 
ague,  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  shew  the  its  influence ;  and  the  two-fold  design  8uc« 
injurious  influence  of  the  malarious  districts  ceeded  admirably.  The  patient  got  an  ague, 
upon  the  general  health.  In  this  country  and  lost  his  epilepsy.  The  worthy  professor 
such  effects  are  not  much  seen;  but  in  eontentedhimselfwidi  moderating  and  keep- 
places  where  the  malaria  ia  more  constantly  ing  in  check  the  new  complaint,  thus  inten- 
and  abundantly  present,  the  race  of  the  in-  tionally  produced,  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
habitants  deteriorates.  Their  stature  is  vnaSL ;  when  he  administered  ita  coup  de  gruct  in  a 
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ftw  dofMof  PBravianbark;  ndthn tipHoftf  would  be  do  seme  in  our  aUowfaag  tiie  ex- 
never  ntorned.  If  I  had  believed  that  this  perimcnt  of  a  spontaneona  recovery  to  be 
oonld  have  been  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  made :  or  rather  we  ahonld  be  inexcoaable» 
coinddenoet  I  ahonld  ^ve  told  yon  of  it  knowing  aa  we  do  that  the  complaint  ia  the 
before,  when  I  waa  apeaking  of  the  treat-  more  obatinate  the  longer  it  haa  laated,  and 
ment  of  epilepsy.  I  ahonld  rather  imagine  that  it  tenda  to  the  eatabliahment  of  organic 
that  the  notion  thna  prevalent  for  ao  long  a  viaoeial  diaeaae,  we  ahonld  be  inexcusable  if 
time,  that  agne  had  a  aalutary  tendency,  uid  we  did  not  atop  it  aa  qnickly  as  we  can.  The 
that  it  waa  wrong  to  atop  \t  too  aoon,  ori-  diaeaae  ia  always  diatreasing  to  the  patient, 
ginated  hi  the  difficulty  which  physicians  and  always  debilitating.  It  may  be  danger- 
found  in  stopping  it,  before  its  cause  was  so  ous,  even  in  these  climates,  to  weak  or  old 
well  understood,  and  the  apedfic  for  it  waa  persons :  snd  it  is  dangeroua  to  all  peraotw 
discovered,  lliey  found  it  obstinate  under  in  hot  climatea.  "  If  the  first  fit  (says  the 
the  fed>le  and  inert  methods  then  employed,  wise  and  observant  Heberden)  has  been 
and  therefore  tb^  endeavoured  to  persuade  marked  so  clearly  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its 
their  patients,  snd  perhaps  themselves  slso,  being  a  genuine  intermittent,  the  remedy- 
that  the  disesse  had  better  proceed  a  oertam  shoidd  be  immediately  given  in  such  a  manner 
length.  aa  to  prevent,  if  poaaible,  a  second."    Tliere 

I  have  very  little  to  say,  in  addition  to  needa  very  little  preparation  of  the  patient 

what  you  muet  have  infeired  from  what  I  before  administering  the  specific  aubstanoe 

have  already  aaid,  aa  to  the  prognoau  in  which  ia  to  cure  him ;  and  which  every  one 

intermittent  fevers.    In  oold  countries,  such  here  knows  before  he  heara  me  aay  ao,  is  the 

»a  ours,  it  is  almost  always  fovourable.     Of  celebrated  Peruvian  bark,  or  its  active  prind- 

course  it  will  be  modified  by  the  previous  pie  as  presented  by  the  salts  of  quina.  Tlieold 

condition  of  the  patient :  if  he  waa  before-  practice  was  to  wait  a  few  returns  of  the  fits, 

hand  the  aubject  of  aerioua  organic  visceral  dther  till  some  hypothetical  ferment  had 

diaeaae ;   or  if  he  be  very  old  orinfirm ;  the  taken  place,  or  untU  aupposed  moibid matter 

supervention  of  sgue   may    destroy  him.  had  been  expelled  by  vomiting  or  purging. 

But   to  persons  of  tolerable    healUi    and  There  ia,  however,  one  very  aimple  and  abort 

strength,  prior  to  the  setting  in  of  the  sgue  preparative  which  I  am  In  the  habit  of  using, 

we  may  confidently  promise  a  curt.      In  and  which  I  learned  at  Cambridge.     Yoa 

warm    countries    intermittent    fevers     are  are  aware  that  Cambridge  is  situated  on  the 

much  more  dangerous :  they  are  sometimes  very  edge  of  the  fenny  country  which  ex- 

very  rapidly  fatal.     They  are  often  acoom-  tends  along  that  part  of  the  east  coast  of  the 

panied  by  most  severe  affections  of  the  head,  ialand.     Numerous  patients  afflicted  with 

stupor,  delirium,  oonvulaiona ;  and  of  the  ague  come  in  from  the  aurrounding  villages ; 

alimentary  canal,  diarrhoea,   aickness,   and  and  Dr.  Haviland  found  that  many  of  theae 

not  unfirequenUy  the  black  vomit.    They  are  had  taken  quina   before   they  applied  for 

prone  alao,  in  Uiose  climates,  to  run  into  the  assistance  as  out-patients  at  the  hospital ; 

remittent  or  continued  form ;  and  this  ten-  but  with  very  poor  success.  Now  these  cases 

dency  is  shewn  by  long  protracted  parox-  readily  gave  way — ^the  patient  remaining  in 

.ysms,  or  by  the  antidpation  or  doubling  of  all  other  drcumstances  aa  before— after  the 

the  paroxysms.     In  aU  countries  quartans  operation  of  a  calomd  purge.  I  have  adopted 

are  cured  with  more  difficulty  than  dther  thia  praotioe,  therefore,  upon  hia  reoommen- 

Certiana  or  quotidians.     And  quartana  are  dation;   but  it  doea  not  delay  the  apedfic 

moat  common  in  the  autumn:  and  accord-  treatment.    I  generally  prescribe  three  grains 

ingly  autumnal  intermittents  are  more  per-  of  calomd  wi&  aix  or  eight  graina  of  rhu- 

nidoua   and   intractable    than  the  veraal.  barb  at  bed-time,  and  commence  with  the 

This  fact  has  paaaed  into  a  proverb  in  Italy ;  quina  the  next  morning.     Very  lately,  in 

which  proverb  haa  been  thus  trandated  into  perusing  the  late  Dr.  BaiUie'a  poathumous 

Latin,  "  Febris  autumnalis — ^vd  est  lonifa,  volume,  I  met  with  Uie  following  paaaage : — 

vd    leikalit."     The    longer    intermittents  "  I  have  known  a  good  many  cases  in  which 

have  laated,  the  more  difficult  also  are  they  bark  done  would  not  cure  an  ague.     In  all 

to  cure  {  and  oertdnly  there  is  much  more  these  cases,  aa  for  aa  I  now  recollect,  when 

danger  of  viteerai  dintue  in  those  that  are  a  grain  of  cdomd  was  given  every  ni^t  for 

of  loiig  atanding.  eight  or  ten  nighta,  bark  cured  the  ague  in 

It  ia  probable  that  aguea^  auch  as  we  see  the  course  of  a  few  daya.    This  practice  I 

in  thia  country,  would  generally  terminate  learnt  from  my  friend  Dr.  David  Pitcaim." 

under  fovonreble  draumstsnces,  in  sponta-  I  believe  that  odomd  given  once  in  a  pur* 

neous  recovery,  provided  that  the  patient  gative  dose  is  enough, 

could  be  put  beyond  the  further  operation  of  But  first  of  all,  what  ia  to  be  done  for  the 

the  malaria,  protected  from  expoaure  to  wet  patient  while  he  ia  m  the  fit.     I  confeea  to 

and  oold,  and  suitably  nouriahed.    But  pos-  you  that  I  addom  give  mysdf  much  concern 

sessing  as  we  do  a  q>edfic  cure  for  ague,  if  .on  that  head.     In  ague,  aa  we  aee  it  in  this 

there  be  auch  a  thing  as  a  apedfic,  there  country,  nature  generally  prompts  to  the 
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Ktaent  what  to  do :  to  oofer  hUnielf  up  in  anatomy  baa  brought  under  our  notice ;  ibr 

d,  and  apply  warmth  to  hia  feet,  and  to  it  waa  shewn  in  a  former  lecture,  that,  in  the 

take  some  hot  drink,  dnring  the  rigors ;  to  lowest  gnmp  of  MoUosca,  bat  a  single  gan- 

adopt  a  cooler  regimen  during  the  hot  stage ;  glion  exists ;  and  that  thia  is  almost  exdu- 

to  wipe  his  skin  dry,  if  the  sweating  should  sively  concerned  in  regulating  the  entrshce 

be  Tery  proftiae  or  protracted.    But  in  hot  and  egress  of  the  currento  of  water,  the  most 

countries,  and  in  aererer  forms  of  intermit-  constant  office  of  which  is  the  aeration  of  the 

tent,  the  patient  resUy  requires  some  help  ;  blood. 

and  therefore  I  must  consider  shortly  in  the        Another  very  important  function  of  the 

next  lecturo  the  management  of  the  paroz^  spinal  cord  (and  of  the  ganglia  corresponding 

ysm ;  and  I  am  the  more  bound  to  do  so,  to  it  in  the  InTertebrata)f  is  the  control 

because  certain  measures  which  I  do  not  which  it  exercises  over  the  entrance  and  ter- 

♦hinV  neceasary  or  judicioua,  at  any  rate  for  mination  of  the  alimentary  canal ;  and  this 

the  complaint  aa  we  see  it  here,  have  lately  reflex  action  might  probably  be  traced  in 

been  strongly  recommended  during  the  ague  aome  Inimals  in  which  the  necessity  for  that 

fit.  already  described  does  not  exist     In  all 

• — .  beings  which  are  unequiTOcally  of  an  animal 

LECTURES  character,  a  stomach  or  digestive  carity  ex- 

oir  THB  ists ;  and  a  means  must  be  provided  for  the 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  JlS;^^^  VSl  ^' -^.^iSl 
SYSTEM.  entrance  is  endowed,  of  contracting,  and  of 
By  W.  B.  Carwhtie,  M.D.  attempting  to  draw  inwarda  whatever  comea 
^,_^  in  contact  wi&  it,  aa  we  may  readily  observe 
Lacnrmn  VII  ^  ^^  star-fish,  or  sea-anemone,  whero  the 
ijxcTUKn     A.  mouth  is  simply  the  aperture  of  the  stomadi. 
Speeiai  FSmetiotu  qf  the  S^nnal  Cord,  eon-  p^m  the  analogy  of  the  higher  animals,  aa 
Hnued.    Jtt  influence  on  wnrioue  jmrU  V  ^^i  ^  from  what  baa  been  observed  in  the 
the  alimentary  eanai.      AcHon  qf  the  j^^^^  ^  g^g^  probable  that  this  action  is 
Sphinetere,    Protective  power,  efc,  ^f  ^  reflex  chancter,  depending  upon  an 
The  influence  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  of  ita  impression  conveyed  to  the  nervous  centres, 
system  of  nerves,  on  the  movements  of  snd  reflected  back  to  the  muscular  fibres, 
respiration,  aa  explained  in  the  last  lecture.  But  we  almost  always  find  some  more  special 
affords  an  excellent  example  of  the  impor-  apparatus  than  thia,  for  bringing  food  within 
tance  of  this  organ,  as  supplying  the  oondi-  reach  of  the  orifice  of  the  stomadi.     In  the 
tions  immediately  requisite  for  the  mainte-  sea-anemone,  the  hydra,  and  other  polypes, 
nance  of  the  organic  functions.     Strictly  for  example,  we  find  that  aperture  surrounded 
speaking,  the  act  of  respiration,  as  we  com-  by  tentacula,  which  have  an  evident  ten- 
monly  understand  it,  is  not  respiration  itself;  dency  to  lay  hold  of  anv  thing  that  touches 
for  thie  consiste  in  the  interchange  of  ingre-  them,  so  as  to  bring  it,  by  their  contraction, 
dienta  between  the  blood  and  the  surrounding  within  reach  of  the  muscles  immediately 
medium,  which  is  effected  in  the  air-cells  of  surrounding  the  orifice.    This  is  just  the 
the  lungs,  and  which  takea  place  in  the  lower  purpose  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles.    The 
animals  (as  in  plante)  without  any  muscular  lower  part  of  the  oesophagus,  near  ite  ter- 
effort.     But,  in  proportion  to  the  necessity,  mination  in  the  stomach,  has  the  same  simple 
for  the  enei^^c  exercise  of  this  function,  do  tendency  to  contraction  firom  above  down- 
we  find  a  special  provision  in  the  higher  warda   (so  aa  to  convey  into  the  stomach 
dsases,  for  Uie  constant  renewal  of  thatpor-  any  thing  wludi  is  brought  within  its  grasp) 
tion  of  the  surrounding  medium  which  is  in  u  have  the  muscles  surrounding  the  mouth 
contact  with  the  aerating  surface ;  and  this  of  the  polype ;  but  there  is  need  of  some 
comes  to  be  so  necessary,  that  asphyxia  more  complex  apparatua,  for  the  purpose  of 
might  be  produced,  without  any  interruption  laying  hold  of  the  food,  and  of  conducting 
to  the  ingress  of  air  through  the  trachea,  by  it  into  ite  grasp.    This  is  provided  for,  in 
merelybreaking  the  drde  of  nervous  action  the  hi^^ier  animals,  in  the  muscles  of  that 
through  which  the  movemente  of  respiration  fonnel-like    entrance    to    the    oesophagua, 
are  effected.     It  is  an  interesting  drcum-  which  is  called  the  pharynx.    Ihe  actions  of 
stance,  however,  which  shows  the  provision  these  are  most  distinctly  reflex ;  and  it  is 
made  in  the  animal  firame  to  meet  ite  neces-  interesting  to  remark,  that  the  movemente 
aities,  that  a  very  small  portion  only  of  the  can  neither  be  caused  nor  controlled  by  the 
nervous  centres  is  involved  in  this  action ;  direct  influence  of  the  will.     In  the  case  of 
and  that,  even  in  the  highest  animals,  sll  the  the  movemente  of  respiration,  we  found  a 
rest  may  be  removed,  or  be  rendered  func-  sufficient  provision  made  for  their  constant 
tionaUy  inactive,  without  checking  it.    This  maintenance ;  and  yet,  for  secondary  pur- 
fact,  which  was  ascertained  by  Legallois,  poses,  they  were  placed  in  a  considerable 
harmoniaea  well  with  that  which  comparative  d^ree  under  the  control  of  ,the  brain.    But 
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here  there  are  no  secondary  purposes  to  be  pharynx,  which  are  required  for  deglntitioii, 
answered ;  the  introduction  into  the  stomq/ch  '  and  also  in  some  acta  pf  respiration.     He 
of  food  brought  by  the  will  within  l-each  of  was  not  aware  that  sudi  a  combination  of 
the  pharyngeal  muscles,  is  the  only  object  movements  may  be  due  as  much  to  the 
contemplate  by  them;  and  they  are  accord-  tJecitor  nerve,  dnd  its  termination  in  the 
ingly  placed  under  the  sole  government  of  spinalcord,  as  to  the  motor,  and  its  particular 
the   spinal  cord.      No  attempts,  on  your  distribution  to  muscles.     The  functicm  of 
part,   will  succeed   in   producing  a  reaUy  the  glosso«ph«ryngeal  nerve  has  been  for 
voluntary  act  of  deglutition.     In  order  to  some  time  one  of  the  gumiHonet  vetaim  of 
excite  it,  you  must  supply  some  stimulus  to  physiology  ;    and  the  resulta  obtained   by 
the  fauces.     A  very  small  particle  *of  solid  different  experimenters  are  so  strangely  at 
matter,  or  a  little  fluid,  (saliva,  for  instance,)  variance,  as  almost  to'lead  to  the  belief  that 
or  the  contact  of  the  back  of  the  tongue  they  have  operated  on  different  nerves.     In 
itself,  will  be  sufficient;  but  without^ either  this  dilemma,  we  may  advantageously  have 
of  these,  you  cannot  swallow  at  will.     Nor  recourse  to  anatomical  examination  of  its 
can  you  restrain  the  tendency,  when  it  is  thus  distribution ;  and  this,  when  carefully  con> 
excited  by  a  stimulus ;  every  one  knows  how  ducted,  discloses  the  important  fact  that  the 
irresistible  it  is  when  the  fauces  are  touched  nerf  e  scarcely  sends  any  of  its  branches  to  the 
in  any  unusual  manner ;   and  it  is  equally  muscles  which  they  enter ;  but  that  these 
beyond  the  direct  control  of  the  will  in  the  mostly  pass  through  them,  to  be  distributed  to 
ordinary  process  of  eating, — ^volimtary  as  the  superjacent  mucous  surface  of  the  tongue 
we  commonly  regard  this.    The  only  way  in  and  fauces.     Further,  when  the  trunk  is 
which  the  will  can  influence  it,  is  by  regu-  separated  from  the  nervous  centres,  no  irri- 
lating  the  approadi  of  die  stimulus  necessary  tation  will  produce  any  muscular    move- 
to  excite  it ;   thus,  we  voluntarily  bring  a  ments.    Hence  it  is  not  an  efferent  or  motor 
morsel  of  food,  or  a  little  fluid,  into  contact  nerve  in  any  degree  ;   and  its  distribution 
with  the  surface  of  the  fauces,  and  an  act  of  would  lead  us  to  suppose  its  function  to  be, 
deglutition  is  then  involuntarily  excited ;  or  the  conveyance  of    impressions  from    the 
we  may  voluntarily  keep  all  stimulus  at  a  surface  of  the  fiiuoes  to  the  medulla  oblon- 
distance,  and  no  effort  of  the  will  can  then  gata.     This  inference  is  fully  confirmed  by 
induce  the  action.     Moreover,  this  action  is  the  fact  that,  so  long  as  its  trunk  is  in  oon- 
performed,  like  that  of  respiration,  when  the  nection  with  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  the 
power  of  the  will  is  suspended,   as  in  pro-  other  parts  are  uninjured,  pinching,  or  other 
found  sleep  or  apoplexy  affecting  only  the  severe  irritation  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal, 
brain;   and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  at  all  will  excite  distinct  acts  of  deglutition.    Such 
affected  by  the  entire  removal  of  the  brain  in  irritation,  however,  may  excite  only  con- 
a  cold-blooded  animal,  being  readily  excita-  vulsive   twitches,    instead  of   the   regular 
ble,  on  stimulating  the  fauces,  so  long  as  the  movements  of  swallowing;  and  it  is  evident 
nervous  structure  retains  its  fdnctions.    This  that,  here  as  elsewhere,    the  impressiona 
has  been  experimentally  proved  by  Dr.  M.  made  upon  the  extremities  of  the  nerves  are 
Hall ;   and  it  harmonizes  with  the  natural  much  more  powerfid  exciters  of  reflex  move- 
experiment  sometimes  brought  under  our  ment,   than  those  made  upon  the  trunk, 
notice  in  the  case  of  an  anencephalous  infant,  though  the  latter  are  more  productive  of 
in  which  the  power  of  swallowing  seems  as  pain.    It  was  further  observed  by  Dr.  Reid, 
vigorous  as  in  the  perfect  one.     But,  if  the  that  this  effect  was  produced  by  pinching 
nervous  circle  be  destroyed,  either  by  divi-  the  pharyngeal  branches  only ;   no  irritation 
sion  of  the  trunks,  or  by  injury  of  any  kind  of  the  lingual  division  being  effectual  to  the 
to  the  portion  of  the  nervous  centres  con-  purpose.   If,  then,  the  muscles  of  deglutition 
nected  with  them,  the  action  can  no  longer  are  not  immediately  stimulated  to  contraction 
be  performed ;  and  thus  we  see  that,  when  by  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve,  it  remains 
the  effects  of  apoplexy  are  extending  them-  to  be  inquired  by  what  nerve  the  motor 
selves  from  the  brain  to  the  spinal  cord,  influence   is    conveyed   to  them  from  the 
whilst  the  respiration  becomes  stertorous,  medulla  oblongata ;   and  Dr.  Reid  has  been 
the  power  of  deglutition  is  lost,  and  then  equally  successful  in  proving  that  this  fune- 
respiration  speedily  ceases.  tion  is  performed  by  the  pharyngeal  branches 
Our  knowledge  of  the  nerves  specially  of  the  par  vagum.     Anatomical  examination 
concerned  in  this  action  is  principally  due  to  of  their  distribution  shews  that  they  lose 
the  very  careful  and  well-conducted  experi-  themselves  in  the  muscles  of  the '  pharynx  ; 
ments  of  Dr.  J.  Reid.    The  distribution  of  and  whilst  no  decided  indications  of  suffering 
the  glosso-pharyngeal  evidently  point  it  out  can  be  produced  by  irritating  them,  evident 
as  in  some  way  connected  with  it ;  and  Sir  contractions  are  occasioned  when  the  trunk, 
C.  Bell,  misled  by  imperfect  knowledge  of  separated  from  the  brain,  is  pinched    or 
its  anatomy,  pronounced  it  to  be  a  muscular  otherwise  stimulated.    It  appears,  however, 
nerve,  whose  function  was  to  perform  the  that  neither  is  the  glosso-pharyngeal  the 
combined  movements  of   the  tongue   and  sole  excitor  nerve,  nor  are  the  pharyngeal 
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fte  Mie  motor  the  cardiac  extremity  of  the  stdmach.  We 
liadei^latitioxi;  for  after  the  haye  here,  then,  a  distinct  case  of  reflex 
has  heen  perfectly  divided  on  each  action,  without  sensation,  occorring  as  one 
side,  the  usual  morehients  can  still  be  ex-  of  the  regular  associated  movements  in  the 
cited,  though  with  less  energy ;  and,  after  natural  condition  of  the  animal  body ;  and 
the  latter  have  been  cut,  the  animal  retains  it  is  very  interesting  to  find  this  following 
the  means  of  forcing  small  morsels  through  upon  a  reflex  action  with  sensation  (that  of 
the  pharynx  by  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  pharynx),  and  preceding  an  action  which 
the  tongue  and  neck.  From  a  careful  exa-  is  altogether  connected  with  the  spinal  cord, 
mination  of  the  actions  of  deglutition,  and  of  (that  of  the  lower  part  of  the  alimentary 
the  influence  of  various  nerves  upon  them,  canal.)  The  use  of  sensation  in  the  former 
Dr.  Reid  draws  the  following  conclusions : —  case  will  presently  appear.  It  is  by  no 
Hie  impressions  are  convey^  to  the  medulla  means  impossible,  however,  that  the  muscular 
oblongata  chiefly  through  the  glosso-pha-  fibres  of  the  oesophagus  may  be  alto  exdta- 
ryngoil,  but  also  along  the  branches  of  the  ble,  though  usually  in  a  less  degree,  by 
fifth  nair  distributed  upon  the  fauces,  and  direct  stimulation ;  for  it  appears  that,  in 
probably  along  the  branches  of  the  superior  some  animals  (the  dog,  for  example,)  section 
laryngeal  distributed  upon  the  pharynx,  of  the  pneumogastric  does  not  produce  that 
The  motor  influence  passes  chiefly  along  check  to  the  propulsion  of  the  food  which  it 
the  pharyngeal  branches  of  the  vagus;  along  gives  to  the  rabbit*.  Moreover,  there  are 
the  branches  of  the  hypoglossal,  di&tribnted  many  cases  in  which  no  such  excitability 
to  the  muscles  of  the  tongue,  and  to  the  manifests  itself  in  the  ordinary  condition  ot 
jitemo-hyaid,stemo-thyroid,andthyro-hyoiJ  the  system,  but  in  which  it  becomes  evident 
muscles ;  along  the  motor  filaments  of  the  when  the  muscular  structure  has  gained  an 
recurrents,  ramifying  upon  the  larynx ;  along  increase  of  irritability  by  diseased  action,  as 
some  of  the  branches  of  the  fifth  supplying  we  frequently  have  to  notice  in  the  intes- 
the  elevator  muscles  of  the  lovrer  jaw ;  along  tinal  canal.  For  example ; — ^in  many  cases 
the  branches  of  the  portio  dura  ramifying  of  disease  or  injury  of  the  spinal  cord,  the 
upon  the  digastric  and  stylo-hyoid  muscles,  bladder  ceases  to  expel  its  contents,  through 
and  upon  the  muscles  of  the  lower  part  of  the  interruption  of  the  circle  of  reflex  ac- 
the  face  ;  and  probably  along  some  of  the  tions  hereafter  to  be  described ;  but,  after  a 
branches  of  the  cervical  plexus,  which  unite  time,  it  ceases  to  become  necessary  to  draw 
themselves  to  the  descendens  noni.  off  the  urine  by  the  catheter ;  for  the  fluid  is 
When  the  food  has  been  propelled  down-  constantly  expelled  as  soon  as  it  has  accu- 
wards  by  the  pharyngeal  muscles  as  far  as  mulated  in  sinall  quantities.  In  such  cases, 
their  action  extends,  its  further  progress  down  the  mucous  coat  is  found  after  death  to  be 
the  oesophagus  is  effected  by  the  peristaltic  thickened  and  inflamed ;  and  the  muscular 
movement  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  tube  coat  is  greatly  increased  in  strength,  and 
itself.  This  movement  is  not,  however,  due  contracted  upon  itself.  Here,  &en,  the 
to  the  direct  stimulus  of  the  muscular  fibre  muscular  coat,  which  is  not  excited  to  con- 
by  the  pressure  of  the  food,  as  it  seems  to  traction-  as  long  as  the  mucous  coat  is  in  a 
be  in  the  lower  part  of  the  alimentary  canal ;  healthy  condition,  acquires  a  degree  of  ab- 
for  Dr.  J.  Reid  has  found,  by  repeated  ex-  normal  irritability,  which  is  sufficient  to 
periment,  that  the  continuity  of  the  oesopha-  enable  it  of  itself  to  expel  the  urine, 
geal  branches  of  the  par  vagum  with  the  It  will  be  desirable  here  to  revert  for  a 
spinal  cord,  is  necessary  for  tiie  propulsion  short  time  to  the  actions  which,  in  the  higher 
of  the  food;  so  that  it  can  scarcely  be  animals,  precede  those  of  deglutition.  There 
doubted,  that  an  impression  made  upon  the  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  the  human  being, 
mucous  surface  of  the  oesophagus,  conveyed  the  motions  adapted  to  the  ingestion  and 
by  the  afferent  fibres  of  these  nerves  to  the  mastication  of  aliment  originally  result,  in 
medulla  oblongata,  and  reflected  downwards  part  at  least,  from  distinct  operations  of  the 
along  the  motor  fibres,  is  the  real  cause  of  will ;  but  it  would  appear  almost  equally 
the  muscular  contraction.  If  the  par  vagum  certain  that,  in  time,  tluey  come  to  be  of  so 
be  divided  in  the  rabbit,  on  each  side,  above  habitual  a  character,  that  the  will  only  exerts 
the  oesophageal  plexus,  but  below  the  pha-  a  general  controlling  influence  over  them, 
ryngeal  branches,  and  the  animal  be  then  each  individual  act  bdng  excited  through  the 
Ibd,  it  is  found  that  the  food  is  delayed  in  shorter  channel  alluded  to  in  the  last  lecture. 
the  oesophagus,  which  becomes  greatly  dis-  Every  one  is  conscious  that  the  act  of  mas- 
tended,    and   that   no    more   passes  into  ~^ ■ — 

the  stomadi  than  is  absolutely  forced  down       *}}J*  Vo^aMe  that  this  may  be  due  to  the  tkct 

K«  fk.  <«^nf...<.*4»».  .V*  *u-  ^t •  .K»».>  that  the  par  vagum  anastomoics  with  the  sjrmpa- 

by  the  contractions  of  the  pharynx  above,  thetic  at  the  upper  pwtof  the  neck,  more  fh»ly 

Further,  if  the  lower  extremity  of  the  par  in  the  dog,  than  in  the  rabbit  and  many  other 

vagum  be  irritated,  distinct  contractions  are  animals ;  so  that  the  influence  of  the  oenophageal 

««  In  aK.  «»opl«««l   tube,   proceeding  3f.7i^ '?S;n^S^SS?•  AVJ^im-li 

mm  above  downwards,  and  extending  over  divided. 
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tication  may  be  performed  as  well  when  the  much  as  if  the  muade  were  leparated  from 
mind  is  attentively  dweUing  on  some  other  the  nerrons  system  altoj^ether.     lliere  is  an 
object,  as  when  it  is  directed  to  i7 ;  but,  in  apparent  exception  to  this  view  of  the  matter 
the  former  case,  one  is  rather  apt  to  go  on  in  the  case  of  the  portio  dura ;   this  being 
chewing  and  re-chewing  what  is  already  fit  the  source  of  those  movements  of  the  upper 
to  be  swallowed,  simply  because  the  will  Up,  which,  in  many  animals,  are  essential  to 
does  not  exert  itself  to  check  the  action,  and  the  prehension  of  food.    These  movements, 
to  carry  the  food  backwards  within  the  scope  however,    are   dependent    upon  sensations 
of  the  muscles  of  deglutition.     We  now  see  excited  through  the  fifth  pair*,  and  they  are 
why  sensation  should  be  associated  with  the  completely  checked  by  division  of  its  infra- 
latter  process.    The    oonyeyance    of   food  orbital  trunk ;  and  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted, 
backwards  to  the  fauces  is  a  distinctly  volun-  from  their  general  character,  that  they  are 
tary  act ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  of  a  strictly  voluntary  nature,  and  are  not 
be  guided  by  the  sensation  produced  there  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  reflex  associated 
by  the  contact  which  it  induces.     If  the  movements  in  which  that  nerve  is  concerned, 
snrfiioe  of  the  pharynx  were  as  destitute  of  Now  although,  in  the  adult  human  being, 
sensation  as  is  the  lower  part  of  the  oeso-  the  movements  required  to  convey  the  food 
phagus,  we  should  not  know  when  we  had  to  the  pharynx  are  under  the  control  of  the 
done  what  was  necessary  to  excite  its  mus-  will,  if  not  constantly  dependent  upon  it, 
cles  to  operation.    The  muscles  concerned  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  this  is 
in  the  mastication  of  food  are  nearly  all  sup-  not  the  case  in  regard  to  those  remarkable 
plied  by  the  third  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  a  associated  movements  which  constitute  the 
large  proportion  of  which  is  well  known  to  act  of  suction  in  the  infant.    The  experi- 
have  a  motor  character.     Many  of  these  ments  provided  for  us  by  nature,   in  the 
muscles,  especially  those  of  the  cheeks,  are  production  of  anencephalous  monstrosities, 
also   supplied  by  the  portio  dura  of  the  fiilly  prove  that  the  nervous  connection  of 
seventh;  and  yet,  if  the  foiper  be  paralyzed,  the  lips  and  respiratory  organs  with  the 
this   cannot  excite  them  to  the  necessary  spinal  cord  is  alone  sufficient  for  its  execu- 
combined  actions.     Hence  we  see  that  the  tion  ;  and  Mr.  Grainger  has  sufficiently  esta- 
movements  are  of  an  associated  character,  blished  the  same,by  experiment  upon  puppies 
their  due  performance  being  dependent  on  whose  brain  had  been  removed.     He  aidds 
the  part  of  the  nervous  centres  from  which  that,  as  one  of  the  puppies  lay  on  its  side, 
the  motor  influence  originates.     If  the  fifth  sucking  the  finger  which  was  presented  to 
pair,  on  the  other  hand,  be  uninjured,  whilst  it,  it  pushed  out  its  feet  in  the  same  manner 
the  seventh  is  paralyzed,  the  movements  of  as  young  pigs  exert  theirs  against  the  sow's 
mastication  are  performed  without  difficulty ;  dugs.     On  the  whole,  however,  the  act  of 
whilst  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  suction  belongs    more   to  the  respiratory 
respiratory  function,  or  with  expression,  are  ganglion  (so  to  speak)  than  to  the  stomato- 
paralyzed.     Comparative  anatomy  supplies  gastric  system  of  nerves ;  and  hence  we  can 
us  with  the  key  to  the  explanation  of  tiiese  understand  why,  even  in  the  highest  animals, 
phenomena.     It  has  been  seen  that,  in  the  it  should  be  purely  instinctive,  the  move- 
lower  animals,   the  respiratory  organs  are  ments  of  respiration  being  so  from  the  first, 
completely  unconnected  vrith  the  mouth,  and  whilst  those  ordinarily  concerned  at  a  later 
that  a  very  distinct  set  of  mu^les  is  provided  period  in  the  ingestion  of  the  food  are  more 
to  keep  them  in  action.    These  muscles  have  directed  by  the  will.    Ilie  actions  of  the 
distinct  ganglia  as  the  centres  of  their  opera-  mammary  foetus  of  the  kangaroo,  described 
tions ;  and  these  ganglia  are  only  connected  by  Mr.  Morgan,  furnish  a  very  interesting 
indirectly  with  those  of  the  sensori-volitional  exemplification  of  the  same  function  of  the 
system.    The  same  would  appear  to  be  the  spinal  cord ;   this  creature,  resembling  an 
case  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  the  food  earth-worm  in  appearance,  and  only  t^ut 
into  the  digestive  apparatus.     It  has  been  fourteen  lines  in  length,  with  a  brain  cor- 
shewn  that  the  muscles  concerned  in  this  responding  in  degree  of  development  to  that 
operation    have  their   own    centres,  —  the  of  a  human  foetus  of  the  ninth  week,  executes 
stomato-gastric  and  pharyngeal  ganglia, —  regular,  but  slow,  movements  of  respiration, 
which  are  not  very  closely  connected  vrith  adheres  firmly  to  the  point  of  the  nipple, 
the  cephalic,  or  with  the  respiratory,  or  with  and  moves  its  limbs  when  disturbed.    The 
those  of  general  locomotion.    Now  in  the  milk  is  forced  into  the  oesophagus  by  a  oom- 
Vertebrata,  the  distinct  organs  have  been  so  pressor  muscle,  vrith  which  tl^  mAmmR  of 
far  blended  together,  that  the  same  muscles     

serve  tiie  purposes  of  both  :  but  tiie  different  *  ^«*^  originated  one  of  Sir  C.^BeU/s  eariy 
■owe  M«j  |«ui  |WD«»  VI  uvvu  ,  wuK  u«v  utucccui.  ^j^fgf^  j|g  fouud  that  an  asa,  in  which  the  infirm- 
sets  of  movements  of  these  muscles  are  ex-  orbital  branch  of  the  fifth  was  divided,  would  not 
cited  by  different  nerves ;  and  the  effect  of  pick  up  Oftts  with  its  lip,  although  they^  were  in 

division  of  eitiier  nerve  is  to  tiirow  the  mus-  S°SS!!i^iV  A^L^^i^'SSift^^Si^SSZ 

.1.  .i^A    «            -ij _ii.i.  *t.^  JL _Ai       i.-  Of  motion  was  aeatroyeu,  When  It  was  in  reamy 

cie  out  01  oonnecaon  witn  tne  ranction  to  q^  ^^  seniation  necessary  to  excite  the  wiU  to 

which  it  previously  ministered  through  it,  as  cause  the  motion,  that  was  deficient. 
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the    parent    is    provided.       **  Can    it    be  satiety  is  occasioned;    whilst  others  deny 

imagined/'  very  justly  asks  Mr.  Grainger,  that  it  has  any  power  of  transmitting  such 

**  that  in  this  case  there  are  sensation  and  impressions,  and  maintain  that  they  do  not 

volition  in  what  can  be  proved  anatomically  originate  in  the  stomach  at  all.     Dr.  Reid 

to  be  a  foetus?"  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  from  his  nu- 

We  now  return  to  the  question  of  the  in-  merous  experiments,  that  the  par  vagum  is 

fluence  of  the  spinal  cord  upon  the  lower  the  channel  through  which  the  mind  becomes 

part  of  the  alimentary  canal.     It  has  been  cognizant  of  the  condition  of  the  stomach  ; 

already  stated,  that  the  motor  function  of  but  that  it  is  not  the  sole  ezcitor  of  the 

the  par  vagum    appears  to    terminate    at  sense  of    hunger.       Animals   which    have 

different  points  in  different  animals  ;   and  sustained  section  of  the  nerve  on  both  sides 

this  may  in  part  explain  the  great  variety  in  will  eagerly  take  food,  if  they  have  not  re- 

the    results   obtained    by  different   ex  peri-  ceived  too  great  a  shock  from  the  operation ; 

menters,  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  section  of  but  they  seem  to  experience  no  feeling  of 

the  par  vagum  upon  the  function  of  diges-  satiety  when  the  stomach  is  loaded.     This 

tion.     Valentin  agrees  with  Dr.   Reid   in  inference  is  confirmed  by  Valentin,    who 

stating,   that   distinct    movements    of   the  mentions  that  puppies  after  the  operation 

stomach  may  be  excited  in  the  rabbit  by  will  take  three  times,  and  even  more,  the 

irritation  of  the  par  vagum ;   and  he  adds,  same  quantity  of  milk  as  uninjured  indi- 

as  a  precaution,  that  the  experiment  should  viduals  of  the  same  age ;  so  that  the  abdomen 

be  performed  very  soon  after  death,  as  the  is  greatly  distended.     The  other  sources  of 

irritability  of  the  stomach  is  soon  lost ;  and  the  sense  of  hunger  will  be  hereafter  con* 

that  the  stimulation  of  the  nerve  should  not  sidered. 

be  performed  too  high  up,  but  rather  in  the  The  act  of  vomiting  has  been  now  suffi- 
lower  part  of  the  neck,  or  in  the  thorax,  ciently  shewn  to  be  excitable  through  the 
Various  experiments  upon  living  animals  par  vagum  ;  an  impression  propagated 
have  led  to  the  belief,  that  the  motions  of  through  which  to  the  medulla  oblongata,  ex- 
the  muscular  parietes  of  the  stomach,  which  cites  to  contraction  a  considerable  number  of 
perform  «  very  important  part  in  chymifica-  muscles.  But,  as  in  the  case  of  hunger, 
tion,  are  due  to  the  influence  of  this  nerve  ;  although  the  sense  of  nausea  and  the  ten- 
food  taken  in  shortly  before,  or  subsequently  dency  to  vomit  may  by  excited  by  various 
to,  its  division,  having  been  found  to  be  irritating  causes  operating  through  ttuB  nerve 
only  dissolved  on  the  surface  of  the  mass,  only,  it  may  be  produced  also  through  other 
where  it  was  in  contact  with  the  mucous  channels.  Thus  severe  vomiting  has  been 
membrane.  But  these  experiments  have  excited  by  the  injection  of  a  solution  of 
been  made  forthe  most  part  upon  herbivorous  tartar  emetic  or  of  emetin  into  the  blood- 
animals,  snch  as  horses,  asses,  and  rabbits,  vessels — a  fact  of  which  it  has  been  proposed 
whose  food  is  bulky  and  difficult  of  solution,  to  take  advantage  in  extreme  cases  of  nar- 
requiring  to  be  constantly  changed  in  its  cotic  poisoning,  when  the  nervous  system  has 
position,  80  that  every  part  of  it  may  be  become  so  torpid,  that  emetics  administered 
SQCoessively  brought  to  the  exterior.  On  in  the  ordinary  manner  are  of  no  avail. 
the  other  hand,  Dr.  Reid  found,  in  his  ex-  That  the  ordinary  peristaltic  movements 
perimcntsnpon  dogs,  that,  after  thefirst  shock  of  the  intestinal  canal,  from  the  stomach  to 
of  the  operation  hod  gone  off,  solution  of  the  the  rectum,  may  take  place  without  any 
food  in  the  stomach,  and  absorption  of  chyle,  connection  with  the  nervous  system,  being 
might  take  place ;  and  hence  that  no  influ-  due  to  the  direct  stimulation  of  the  contact 
ence  of  this  nerve  upon  the  muscular  parietes  of  food,  there  is  now  ample  evidence ;  and 
of  the  stomach  is  essential  to  digestion  in  though  some  may  still  be  found  who  deny 
that  animal.  This  conclusion  harmonizes  the  Hallerian  doctrine,  that  muscular  fibre 
well,  therefore,  with  the  fact  already  stated  possesses-  in  itself  the  property  of  contrac- 
respecting  the  absence  of  such  influence  in  tility,  the  evidence  of  that  fact  appears  to 
the  lower  part  of  its  oesophagus ;  and  it  may,  myself  so  clear  and  convincing,  whibt  the 
perhaps,  be  explained  by  the  consideration,  fact  itself  is  so  conformable  to  the  analogy 
that  the  natural  food  of  the  dog  is  much  less  supplied  by  others,  that  I  cannot  hesitate 
bulky  and  more  easy  of  solution  than  that  of  in  adopting  it  as  an  ascertained  truth.  Mr. 
the  animals  alreody  named,  so  that  there  is  not  Grainger  and  some  other  physiologists  have 
io  much  need  of  the  peculiar  movement  supposed,  that  the  peristaltic  movements  of 
which  b  in  them  so  important  on  aid  to  the  the  alimentary  canal  are  due  to  a  sort  of 
process  of  reduction.  reflex  action  tidcing  place  through  the  ganglia 
In  regard  to  the  fimotiona  of  the  afferent  of  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves,  espe- 
portion  of  the  gastric  branches  of  the  par  cially,  of  course,  the  semilunar.  This  sup- 
vagnm,  there  has  also  been  oonsidendile  position,  however,  has  little  or  no  evidence 
differenoe  of  opinion ;  some  physiologists  to  support  it ;  for  it  has  been  fully  proved 
maintaining  that  it  is  by  impressions  on  that  the  muscular  contractions  will  continue 
them  alone  that  the  sense  of  hunger  or  long  after  the  tube  has  been  separated  from 
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iti  nerroiu  oonnectiong  through  iti  whole  first  importance  to  the  welfiire  of  the  sys- 

extent ;  and  the  only  evidence  in  its  favour  tern,  the  means  of  sustaining  them  are  feehle^ 

is  derived  from  the  contractions  which  may  compared  to  those  which  we  find  provided 

sometimes  be  induced  in  parts  of  the  tube  for  the  maintenance  of  the  distinctly  refiex 

which  are  at  rest,   when  the  sympathetic  actions  of  deglutition,  respiration,  &c.     Tbe 

nerves  supplying  them  are  irritated.     Some  difficulty  with  which  any  evidence  can  be 

very  interesting  experiments  have  been  re-  obtained  of  the  connexion  is  a  sufficient  proof 

cently  publish^  by  Valentin,  by  which  the  of  this.     On  the  other  hand,  we  do  know 

fact  that  such  contractions  may  be  induced  that  these  peristaltic  movements  are  m/iu--^ 

(which  has  been  denied  by  some)  is  clearly  eneed  by  particular  states  of  mind,  t>r  by 

substantiated  ;  but  it  is  also  shewn  that  the  conditions  of  the  bodily  system ;   and   the 

motor  influence  does  not  originate  in  the  connexion  just  traced  satisfactorily  accounts 

sympathetic  ganglia,  but  in  the  spinal  cord,  for  this,  and  is  itself  sufficiently  explained. 

The  following  are  the  general  results  of  up-  The  intestinal  tube,  then,  from  the  stomach 

wards  of  three  hundr^  experiments,  so  far  to  the  rectum,  is  not  dependent  upon  the 

as  they  apply  to  this  subject.  spinal  cord  for  its  contractility,  but  is  enabled 

The  pharynx  may  not  only  be  excited  to  to  propel  its  contents  by  its  own  inherent 

contraction  by  irritation  of  the  pharyngeal  powers  ;  still  we  find  that  here,  as  in  other 

branches  of  the  par  vagum,  or  of  the  roots  instances,  the  nervous  centres  exert  a  gene- 

of  the  spinal  accessory,   from  which  their  ral  control  over  even  the  organic  functions, 

motor  power  is  derived  (as  explained  in  the  doubtless  with  the  purpose  of  harmonising 

last  lecture)  but  also  by  stimulating  the  roots  them  with  each  other,  and  with  the  oondi- 

of  the  first  two  cervical  nerves ;  and  the  lower  tions  of  the  organs  of  animal  Ufe. ' 

part  of  the  oesophagus  in  the  neck  is  made  to ^_^ 

contract  peristidticidly  from  above  downwards, 

by  irritation  of  the  roots  of  the  first  three  ^^ 
cervical  nerves,  and  of  the  cervical  portion  of  SOME  POINTS  IN  THE  PATHOLOGY 
the  sympathetic,  through  which  last  the  for-                Qp  XHE  CIRCULATION- 
mer  evidently  operate.    The  thoracic  por- 
tion of  the  oesophagus  is  made  to  contract  BtChables  J.  B.Williams,  M.D.P.R,S. 
by  irritation  of  the  lowest  sympathetic  gan-         Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
glion  of  the  neck,  and  of  the  higher  thoracic             Medicine,  Uniyersity  College,  London, 
ganglia,  and  also  of  therootsof  the lowercer-       jseinff  the  tubetanee  of  the  GnUttmmm 
vical  spmal  nerves.     Muscular  contractions                        Lecture*  for  ISil, 
of  the  stomach  are  produced  by  irritation  of 

the  roots  of  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  cer-  *""' 

vical  nervM  imd  of  the  first  thoracic,  in  the  Congestion  of  blood,  detemination  of 

rebbit;  so  that  a  distmct  furrow  "evident  ^^^^   ^^^  inflammation,  are  t«nns  ao 

between  the  cardiac  and  pyloric  portion  of  «^^   '  ^i„    „„«j     „«j    aL^ •      * 

theviscus;andthelowerthenerveWtated,  commonly  used  and  the  pronmate 
the  nearer  the  pylorus  do  the  contniction;  elements  which  the vmiply,  are  so  fun- 
extend.  Irritatioi  of  the  first  thoracic  gan-  damental  to  Mthofogy,  that  it  is  the 
glion  of  the  sympathetic  produces  the  same  ^^p.  needful  that  they  should  he  used 
effect  Contractions  of  the  mtestinal  tube,  definitely,  and  with  an  understanding 
varymg  in  place  according  to  the  part  of  the  of  their  nature  as  clear  as  the  present 
spinal  cord  experimented  on,  may  be  excited  Btate  of  science  will  sum>ly.  The 
by  irritation  of  the  roots  of  the  dorsal,  lum-  ground  is  one  so  much  trodden  that  it 
bar,  and  sacral  nerves,  and  of  the  trige-  is  hard  to  find  a  spot  in  it  untrampled 
minus ;  and  similar  effects  are  produced  by  hy  those  who  have  gone  before,  either 
irritation  of  the  lower  part  of  the  thoracic  with  the  steady  footsteps  of  patient 
portion,  of  the  lumbar,  and  of  tbe  sacral  observation,  or  with  the  irregu&r  and 
portions  of  the  sympathetic, — also  of  the  uncertain  strides  of  h3rpothe6i8;  yet 
splanchnic,  and  of  the  gastric  plexus.  the  ground,  though  beaten,  is  not  yet 

Prom  «>e8c  fecte  itis  evident,  that  the  plain— there  are  in  it  many  diflercnt 
rZ!!^*  ^  of  the  mtestmal  tube  may  be  m-  ^^  ^^^j^„g  bracks,  and  many  a  young 
fluenced  by  the  spmal  cord,  and  that  what  is  t--veiip-  j^  the  waV  to  medical  know- 
commonly  termed  the  sympathetic  nerve  is  {!5Il  u-  ♦  ,«!  j^  .?  ^.  *^  '^^^^ 
the  channel  of  that  mflu^mie  by  the  fibres  jf  S^  ^f  ^'J™^^- J«d«  discouraged  at 
which  it  derivesfrom  the  spinal  system.  But  ^eperplexitiesof  this  part  of  his  route, 
it  by  no  means  thence  foUows,  that  the  ordi-  ^,*^®.  ?°'  expect  to  remove  these  pcr- 
nary  peristaltic  actions  of  the  muscles  in  Pfexitics,  but  I  would  endeavour  to 
question  are  dependent  on  a  stimulus  reflected  diminish  them.  We  cannot  anticipate 
through  the  spinal  cord,  rather  than  on  one  &n  easy  way  through  so  intricate  a 
direetiy  applied  to  themselves.  It  is  clear  subject ;  but  if  we  be  guided  only  by 
that,  although  these  movements  are  of  the  the  simplest  and  most  certain  facts,  we 
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may   hope   to   approach  truth  by  a  varying  but  little  from  that  of  Hales, 

plainer  and  straignter  path :  and  here,  who,  from  somewhat  like  methods  of 

as  in  many  departments  of  medicine,  experiment,  estimated  it  at  41b8.  6oz. ; 

we  shall  nnd  a  knowledge  of  simple  and  the  pressure  on  the  interior  of  the 

physical  laws  essential  to  the  right  whole  heart  to  amount  to  about  501bs. 

understanding    of   physiological    and  The  share  which  the  arteries  have  in 

pathological  science.  the  circulation  has  been  a  matter  of 

The  subjects  chosen  are  so  extensive,  much  question,  but  should  scarcely  be 

and  the  time  for  discusssins^  them  so  considered  so  at  present ;  for  the  vital 

brief,  that  it  will  be  imnossible  to  enter  and  physical  properties  of  these  tubes 

into  much  detail ;    ana  as  many  well  are  now  pretty  well  ascertained.    They 

established  facts   in    physiology   and  are  found  in  the  dead  body  to  possess 

pathologv  which  bear  on  them  may  be  physical  elasticity  and  extensibility  in 

fairly  taken  as  fundamental,  I  shall  a  hieh  degree,*  tnis  propertv  residing 

generally  introduce  the  subjects  syn-  chiefly  in  their  outer  or  cellular  coat, 

thetically,    deducing  the    phenomena  Parry  first  clearly  showed  that  they 

from  these  facts.  also    possess    the    vital   property    of 

The  genius  of  Haller  and  of  Hunter  tonicity,  referable  to  their  middle  coat ; 
(}uickly  perceived  that  the  processes  of  by  virtue  of  which  they  tend  continually 
inflammation  and  its  effects  could  be  during  life  to  contract  on  their  contents; 
understood  only  through  a  knowledge  being  prevented  from  contraction  only 
of  the  vital  and  physical  properties  of  by  the  repeated  injected  supplies  from 
the  tissues  and  systems  of  the  livincr  tne  heart.  When  this  supply  is  inter- 
body ;  and  their  researches  early  lea  cepted  by  tying  an  artery,  the  tube  be- 
these  great  men  to  trace  to  the  organs  yond  the  hgature  contracts  nearly  to 
of  circulation  the  chief  share  in  these  obliteration  ;  so,  too,  when  the  heart's 
processes.  These  researches  threw  motions  cease  at  death,  this  vital  pro- 
much  light  on  the  healthy  and  diseased  perty  continuing  awhile  after,  empties 
properties  of  the  blood-vessels.  But  the  arteries  of  their  contents ;  and  in 
m  the  days  of  Haller  and  Hunter,  '  cases  of  temporary  suspension  of  the 
neither  physiology,  nor  even  physical  heart's  action,  continues  to  propel  the 
science,  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  blood  onwards  in  the  capillaries  and 
explain  all  the  phenomena  of  the  veins.  It  has  been  much  questioned 
healthy  circulation,  and  still  less  those  whether  the  arteries  possess  irritable 
in  disease;  and  although  much  has  contractility;  whether  their  contrac- 
been  done  in  the  way  of  both  experi-  tions  can  be  determined  or  increased  by 
ment  and  reasoning  since  those  oays,  the  application  of  a  stimulus ;  but  I 
yet  a  glance  at  the  mscrepant  facts  and  think  their  title  to  this  property  is  fully 
opinions  that  have  been  and  are  still  established  by  the  positive  results  of 
held,  must  convince  us  that  if  some  experiments  of  Thomson,  Verschuir, 
have  approached  nearer  to  the  truth,  Parry,  Hastings,  Kaltenbrunner,  and 
others  nave  gone  further  into  error;  Wedemeyer. 

and  that  the  advances  of  knowledge  The  question  has  been,  however,  in 

have  been  by  no  means  steady.      In  regard  to  the  larger  arteries,  the  irrita- 

illustration  of  these  remarks,    I  will  blBty  of  which  is  still    doubted   by 

introduce  oar  subjects  by  a  few  ob-  Nysten,  Wedemeyer,  and  Miiller.    To 

servation  8  on  the  chief  forces  concerned  the  results  obtained  on  this  point  by 

in  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Hastings  and  Thomson,  I  will  add  some 

No   one   disputes   that   the    chief  from  my  own  experiments, 

moving  power  is  the  heart ;  but  the  I  have,  on  several  occasions,  irritated 

absolute  and  comparative  amount  of  portions  of  the  carotid  of  the  living  ass 

this  power  has  been  a  subject  of  much  by  the  point  of  a  scalpel,  by  ammonia, 

dispute ;  some,  as  Borelli,  estimating  it  and  by  ^Ivanism,  with  tne  etkct  of 

at  I80,0001bs. ;  Bemouilli  at  30001o6.  causing,  m  the  course  of  a  minute  or 

— forces  more  suited  to  produce  an  two,  a  jpradual  contraction  of  the  artery 

explosion,  than  to  effect  the  quiet  cir-  at  the  irritated  point;  which  contrac* 

culation  of  a  fluid.     PoiseuiUe,  guided  tion  continued  for  many  minutes,  and, 

by   more    direct    experiment,    cidcu-  in  one  instance,  was  afterwards  followed 

lates  the   ordinary  force  with  which  by  a  dilatation  at  the  same  point, 

the  blood  is  propelled  from  left  ventri-  A  less  tardy  contraction  of  an  artery 

cle  into  aorta  at  41bs.  3oz. — a  result  under  the  influence  of  galvanism,  wa9 
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detected  in  the  mode  which  I  adopted  approached  more  to  a  zig^d  tube.    TIte 
for  testing  the  irritability  of  the  bronchi,  same  quality  in  vessels  with  little  blood 
Immediately  after  the  death  of  a  laree  may  give  hardness  even  to  a  small 
dog,  ligatures  were  passed  around  the  pulse.    On  the  other  hand,  defectiire 
arch  of  the  aorta  ana  the  left  common  tone  gives  that  softness  to  the  pnlse 
iliac,  and  a  heema-dynamometer  adapted  which  we  find  in  all  those  states  of  the 
to  the  right  common  iliac.    A  galvanic  system  which   long   have   been,    for 
current  was  then   passed   along   the  practical  reasons,  and  now  for  physio- 
artery  ;  the  fluid  of  the  dynamometer  logical  also  may  be,  called  atomc.    We 
immediately  began  to  rise,  and  steadily  sometimes  find  these  extremes  follow 
rose  two  inches.      On  stopping  the  each  other.     After  the  subsidence  of  a 
current,  it  still  rose  for  a  few  seconds,  fever  in  which  the  pulse  has   been 
and  then  sank  progressively.       The  unusually  hard,  it  is  found  not  merely 
galvanism  once  again  raised  it  slightly,  soft  but  gently  springing  with  a  back 
but  no  more.      Here  were  the    true  stroke,  so  as  to  produce  what  has  been 
characters  of  low  irritability,  slow  con-  called  the  dicrotous  pulse ;  the  absence 
traction  on  the  application  of  a  stimulus,  of  tone  reducing  the  artery  to  a  mere 
followed  by  relaxation  after  its  removal,  physically  elastic  tube,  softly  rebound- 
and    exhaustion  on  its  continuance,  mg  after  each  pulse  of  the  heart. 
But  no  correct  experiments  give  any        Another  physical  efiect  of  tonicity  of  , 
ground  for  supposing  that  the  irritable  the  arteries,  is  on  the  velocity  with 
contraction  of  the  arteries  is  any  other  which  the  pulse  is  transmitted  througli 
than  slow  and  gradual.    In  no  recorded  them ;  excess  of  tone,  by  increasing  tne 
experiment,  nor  in  any  of  my  own,  tension  of  the  tube,    accelerates  the 
have  I  ever  found  evidence  of  sudden  transmission  of  the  pulse- wave  to  the 
motions  in  the  arteries,  independent  of  extreme  arteries :  wnereas  a  defect  of 
those  communicated  by  the  heart.  this  property  leaves  them  in  that  state 
"We  may  therefore  at  once  infer,  what  of  soft  elasticity  which  yields  before  it 
i^  now  the  received  opinion  of  most  reacts,  and  therefore  is  more  tardy  in 
physiolo^ts,  that  the  contraction  of  propelling    onwards    the   pulsewave. 
the  artenes  is  too  slow  to  be  concerned  nence,   with  &  hard  pulse   there  is 
in  the  rhythmical  movements  of  the  scarcely  an  interval  oi  time  between 
pulse ;    neither  does  it  produce  any  the  heart's  impulse  and  first  sound  and 
perceptible  vermicular  or  progressive  the  pulse  of  distant  arteries.    It  is  so 
motion,  but  it  promotes  the  circulation  mucn  otherwise  with  a  soft  pulse,  that 
chiefly   by    the    continued   regulated  I  have  often  found  the  radii  pulse, to 
pressure  which  it  exerts  on  the  blood —  occur  after  the  second  sound  of  th^ 
a  pressure  not  of  mere  physical  elastic  heart. 

reaction,  but  of  this  together  with  a       Tone  ofthe  vascular  system,  of  which 

vital  tonicity,  tending  to  regulate  or  this  tonicity  is  the  element,  is  a  very 

alter  the  flow  of  blood  through  the  important  constituent  of  health ;  and 

arteries  in  the  whole  or  in  parts  ofthe  in  excess,  defect,  or  irregular  dJstribu- 

body,  in  obedience  to  vital  as  well  as  tion,  a  most  common  integral  part  of 

physical  influences  exerted  on  this  vital  disease.    So,  too,  is  it  most  important 

property.      The  arterial  pulse  in  no  &«  a  sign  of  disease,  and  jniide  m  emr 

way  depends  on  this  property;  for  it  ployment  of  remedies.     Tnis  long  has 

may    be    perfectly    imitated    in    the  been  recognised  in  the  characters  of 


^.  „  «w««  „.w**  ,.»*^=^  V* » living -*v  •'-**  ^  »*wv*v.*.  *«;- 

animal  (Bichat) ;  but  the  vital  con-  tween  a  tonic  and  an  antiphlogistic 
traction,  in  other  words,  the  tone  of  the  remedy  by  observing  more  or  less  of  an 
arteries,  is  an  important  element  in  interval  between  the  heart's  beat  and 
giving  equality  to  Uie  pulse.  For  ex-  the  pulse  of  a  distant  artery.  Many 
ample,  in  the  hard,  tense  pulse  of  other  illustrations  from  varieties  of 
inflammatory  fever  or  other  highly  pnlse  might  be  adduced,  but  of  these 
sthenic  or  tonic  states  of  the  system,  our  time  does  not  admit, 
we  recognise  the  excess  of  the  tonic  The  experiments  of  Hales  and  Poi- 
contractilitjr  increasing  the  tenseness  wuille  have  shown  that  the  force  with 
and  diminishing  the  usual  yielding  which  the  blood  is  propelled  is  gene- 
elasticity  of  the  artery,  which  therefore  faWy  the  same  in  the  whole  arterial 
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system,  being  equalised  by  the  elastic  conventional  tenn  applied  to  the  fine 
tension  of  tne  tubes  composing  it.  vessels  communicating  between  the 
This  tension,  reacting  on  tne  blood,  arteries  and  veins ;  in  many  tissues  dis- 
continues to  propel  it  in  the  intervals  tinguished  only  by  their  size  from  the 
of  the  hetirfs  .beats  ;  and  in  the  ex-  minute  arterial  and  venous  ramifications 
treme  arteries  and  capillaries  so  com*  which  they  connect,  as  in  the  frog's  web 
pletely  equalises  the  motion,  that  the  and  mesentery,  serous  membranes,  mns- 
pulses  are  no  longer  perceptible,  and  cle,  &c. ;  in  otherstructures,  remarkable 
the  blood  passes  in  a  continuous  stream,  for  a  uniform  arrangement,  network, 
When  the  arterial  tension  is  diminished,  or  vascular  plexus,  quite  di£Ssrent 
the  heart's  pulses  may  be  not  less  pro-  from  the  corresponding  arteries  and 
paeated  to  distant  arteries ;  nay,  the  veins,  and  also  peculiar  to  the  structure 
pulsatory  movement  becomes  more  dis-  in  which  they  are  found,  as  in  synovial 
tinct  than  usual,  the  heart's  jet  being  and  mucous  membranes,  some  glands, 
less  resisted,  and  therefore  more  forci-  skin,  and  especially  in  the  choroid 
ble ;  and  it  is  exactly  in  these  circum-  coat  of  the  eye. 

stances  that  the  pulsation  sometimes  is  {t  is  impossible  to  look  at  the  varieties 

seen  to  extend  to  the  capillaries  and  of  rete  mirabile  thai  these  capillaries 

even  to  the  veins.     This  ma;^  seem  exhibit,  without  a  feeling  of  awe  as  well 

somewhat  jiaradoxica],  but  it  is  quite  as  of  admiration,  when  we  reflect  that  we 

intelli^ble  if  we  consider  the  manner  are  inspecting  the  machinery  of  some 

in  which  the  heart  and  arteries  act  in  of  the   most   wonderful  processes  of 

the  circulation.  life — secretion,  nutrition ,  an d  fun ctional 

It  is  -now  generally  reco^^nised  renovation  in  general.  And  whilst  we 
that  the  heart's  contraction  is  the  can  thus  follow  with  the  eye  the  beau- 
chief  moving  power,  whilst  the  arte-  tiful  loops  and  nets  of  vessels  until  we 
rial  tension  is  tne  great  distributive  of  seem  to  have  made  them  all  out,  how 
this  power  ;  but  no  writer  has  suf-  humbled  must  we  still  be  when  we  rc- 
fieiently  attended  to  the  difierent  fleet  how  little  they  will  explain  the 
results  of  varied  proportions  in  the  magnificence  of  God's  work — the  great 
moving  and  the  distributing  agencies,  and  wonderful  changes  of  which  these 
At  the  cardiac  end  of  the  artenal  tube  are  the  unintelligible  instruments, 
the  force  of  the  heart  and  the  pressure  We  have  not  time  to  describe  the 
of  the  arteries  are  opposed  to  each  phenomena  of  the  capillary  part  of  the 
other ;  at  the  capillary  end  thev  are  in  circulation,  which  forms  so  mteresting 
the  same  direction.  In  a  full,  tense  an  object  imder  the  microscope.  The 
state  of  the  arteries,  the  heart  has,  at  best  descriptions  are  those  of  Kalten- 
each  systole,  to  overcome  the  resistance  brunner  and.Poiseuille.  It  can  be  seen 
of  the  arterial  pressure,  and  in  doing  that  the  fiow  through  the  capillaries  is 
this,  much  of  the  force  of  each  jet  less  rapid  than  through  the  arteries  or 
issuing  from  the  heart  is  lost.  But  even  the  veins.  This  must  be  ascribed 
each  jet  adds  to  the  pressure  in  the  in  part  to  the  admitted  fact,  that  the 
arteries,  and  thus  sustains  the  con-  aggregate  area  of  the  capillaries  is  much 
tinnouB  stream  in  their  capillary  ends,  greater  than  that  of  the  arteries  which 
where  the  fiow  is  less  pulsating.  In  a  supply  them ;  just  as  that  of  the  arteries 
lax  or  ill-filled  state  oi  the  arteries,  on  is  greater  than  that  of  the  aorta.  Their 
the  other  hand,  the  heart's  jets  being  less  enlarged  area  is  not,  however,  the  only 
resisted  by  arterial  pressure,  are  more  catise  of  the  slow  motion  of  the  blood 
forcible  and  abrupt.  They  are  most  in  capillaries.  M.  Poiseuille  observed 
violent  near  the  heart ;  but  if  the  vessels  the  same  slowness  of  motion  in  a  capil- 
benottooempty,  they  communicate  their  laiy  vessel  (admitting  only  single  glo* 
jerky  pulses  even  to  ihe  capillaries,  the  bules)  given  oif  from  an  artery  of  some 
motion  in  which  is  now  more  pulsating  size,  in  which  the  current  w^as  rapid  i 
than  continuous,  and  often  more  ojicilla-  yet  the  pressure  must  have  been  the 
tory  than  progressive.  I  need  not  point  same  in  this  branch  as  in  its  arterial 
out  how  this  corresponds  with  the  trunk.  The  additional  cause  of  the 
throbbing  heart  and  arteries,  vet  weak  tardy  fiow^  through  the  capillaries  seems 
and  imperfect  circulation,  aner  great  to  be  of  the  nature  of  capillary  attrac- 
losses  of  blood  and  other  circumstances  tion — a  mere  physical  property  between 
diminishing  the  arterial  pressure.  liquids  and  solids,  which  is  increased 

'This  brings  us  to  the  capillaries : — a  in  proportion  to  their  extent  of  contact. 
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Thus,    too,  Poiseuille  found  that  in  pothesis  involves  so  large  an  assamp- 
all  vessels  admitting  several  globules  tion,  nothing  less  than  a  new  prineiplt* 
abreast,  the  current  was  most  rapid  in  of  attraction,  distinct  from  every   kind 
the  axis  of  the  vesi^el ;   it  was  slower  hitherto  known,  that  it  should  not  be 
towards  the  circumference,  and  in  con-  admitted  without  far   more   evidence 
tact  with  the  walls  of  the  vessel  there  than  has  been  yet  adduced  in  its  favour. 
was  quite  a  motionless  layer.      Several        Further,  I  am  supported  by  several 
anomalies  and  irregularities,  described  distinguishedphysiologists,  when  I  state 
by  many  observers,  in  the  motion  of  the  my  belief  that  the  cnief  facta  wliich 
globules,  may  be  traced  to  their  getting  have  been  adduced  in  favour    of  the 
more  or  less  into  this  motionless  layer,  existence  of  these  new  powers,  can   be 
where  they  become  either  stationary  or  sufficiently  explained  bv  reference  to 
revolve  on  themselves,  or  are  whirled  simpler  and  well-established  properties 
spirally  in  the  layerby  the  occasional  im-  vital  and  physical,  of  the  vessels   and 
puke  of  one  of  the  faster  moving  globules  of  their  blood.  And  on  the  point  imme- 
nearer  the  axis.    So,  too,  in  narrow  ves-  diately  before  us,  whether  the  heart's 
sels  admitting  only  one  or  two  globules  force,  directed  freely  by   the  arteries 
abreast ;  if  one  get  into  the  motionless  and  capillaries,  is  sufficient  to   effect 
layer,  it  may  stick  there  and  cause  an  the  circulation,  I  would  refer   to   the 
obstruction  to  the  current.    As  soon  as  experiments  of  Hales  and'Wedemcyer^ 
the  current  is  stopped,  the  pidsatory  who  found  that  no  great  force  was  re- 
motion  from  the  heart,  before  hidden  quired  to  cause  bland  fluids  to  pass  br 
by  the  continuous  motion,  often  be-  injection  from  the  arteries  through  the 
comes  apparent  at  the  point  of  obstruc-  capillaries  to  the  veins, 
tion  next  the  heart ;  and  these  pulses,        This  experiment  has  been  reduced  to 
after   making    the    globules    oscillate  greater  accuracy  by  my  colleagae  Ihr. 
awhile,  again  set  them  free,  and  the  Sharpey.  A  syringe  with  a  hsma-dyna- 
continuous  current  is  restored.     These  mometer  attachea,  was  adapted  to  the 
phenomena  I  have  repeatedly  observed,  aorta  of  a  dead  animal,  the  vena  cava  be- 
The  capillaries,  even  more  than  the  ing  divided ;  warm  water  was  then  in- 
arteries,  have  been  supposed  to  be  the  jected  into  the  aorta,  the  hffima-d3mamo- 
seat  of  a  power  whicn  assists  greatly  meter  shewing  the  amount  of  force  used 
in  the  circulation;  and  this  supposi-  in  the  injection.  With  a  force  that  raised 
tion  has  been  formed  chiefly  on  the  a  column  of  mercury  three  inches,  the 
assumption  that  the  other  forces  are  water  passed  through   the  capillaries 
insufficient,  and  will  furnish  no  expla-  and  veins.  When  the  pressure  was  raised 
nation  of  several  phenomena  in  health  to  support  a  column  of  six  inches   the 
and  in  disease.    But  we  have  met  whh  flow  was  very   free ;  and  by  another 
no  evidence  in  favour  of  any  indepen-  hsema-dynamometer    attached  to   the 
dent  action  of  the  capillaries  further  vein,  was  found  to  raise  the  pressure 
than  that  which  has  been  already  de-  in  the  veins  to   three  inches.     This 
scribed  to  belong  to  the  small  arteries,  pressure   (six  inches  of  mercury)  was 
elasticity,  and  tonic  or  slow  irritable  greater  than  natural  pressure  m  the 
contractility ;  and  the  increased  opera-  arteries  of  the  living  animal ;  and  the 
tion  of   these  would    be    to   obstruct  venous  pressure  (three  inches  of  mer- 
rather  than  to  promote  the  flow   of  cury)  is  more  than  natural ;  shewing 
blood  through  them.    The  only  hypo-  that  a  power  not  exceeding  Aat  of  the 
thesis  which  would  in  any  degree  mr-  heart,  is  sufficient*. 

nish   to  the  capillaries  an  additional  . -• 

power  aiding  in  the  circulation,  is  that  sions,  will  be  found  in  bis  "  Recherrbes  mr 

which  assumes  the  existence   of  vital  les  Causes  duMoureraent  du  Sjaj  dans  les 

^*t^^^*:^^ J  1  •  1  ^* *v.^  \ai8seaux  CapiIlaires/'^Pans.  1835. 

attractions  and  repulsions  between  the       •  !„  addition  to  tbe  obsenrations  cited  in  tbe 

blood    and    its    vessels,    by    virtue  of  essays  before  referred  to,  I  would  state,  that  in 

which  the   capillaries    attract  arterial  manv  ions:  and  careftil  microscopic  eMminaiioiis 

,1     J       J  K  vo    »v*.«c**,v  a^iw,-*M»»  ^f  ^^^  Circulation  m  tbe  frmr's  web,  vanonslT 

blood  and  repel  venous^.     But  this  hy-  modified  by  different  azents,  1  never  witnessed 

-^  -     any  movement  of  tbe  blood  particles  tbat  was 

*  The  chief  arguments  for  and  against  the  ex-  not  plainly  referable  to  the  action  of  the  heart  or 

istenceofvital  properties  of  attraction  and  repul-  of  the  vessels.    The  share  which  tbe  arteries 

sion  at  sensible  distances,  have  been  ably  stated  have  in  ren^ulatinx:  tbe  flow  of  blood  tbroitf  b  tbe 

by   Professor   Allen   Thomson,  in   the   article  capillaries  and  veins  is  most  visible.    When  tbe 

**  Circulation,**  in  the  Cyclopa?dia  of  Anatomy,  arteries  increase  in  siw;,  the  flow  becomra  very 

to  which  I  would  refer.     The  observations  of  rapid  and  general ;  when  they  diminish  tbe  flow 

M.  Poiseuille,  which  Aimish  additional   argu-  is  tardy,  and  may  cease  in  many  capillaries ;  and 

ments  against  the  vital  attractions  and  repul-  when  the  arteries  contract  so  as  to  permit  no 
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We  have  not  time  to  pursue  further  closed,  the  eye  affected  remains  com- 
thc  physiological  relations  of  these  pletely  fixed  in  an  abnormal  position, 
subjects,  but  shall  proceed  next  to  in-  As  the  principal  causes  of  this  aifec- 
quire  how  far  the  properties  of  the  tion  may  be  considered  a  deficient  or. 
parts  now  described  to  be  concerned  faulty  formation  of  the  orbit,  the  eye- 
in  the  circulation,  will  by  their  varia-  ball,  its  muscles,  or  of  the  eyelids ;  en- 
tions  produce  the  phenomena  of  the  largement  of  the  lachrymal  gland,  ad- 
diseased  states — congestion  and  deter-  ventitious  growths  or  abscesses  in  the 
mination  of  blood,  and  inflammation.  orbit ;  symblepharon  affecting  a  souint- 

ing  eye  to  a  gprat  extent;  idiopathic  or 

metastatic  inflammations  of  the  eye  or 

ONLUSCITAS,  its  appendages ;  atrophia,  malacia,  pa- 

wiTH  80MB  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PA-  ^^V^^f  hypertrophy,  or  spasm  of  one 

THQLOGT  OF  THE  OPHTHALMIC  MUSCLES,  Or  mOrC  miMClCS.          -      -         -                            - 

AND  ON  SOME  OTHER  POINTS  CONNECTED  "  »  deficient  or  faulty  formation  of 

WITH  STRABISMUS.  ^hc  orbit,  the  muscles,  &c.  is  the  cause 

of  luscitas,  it  is  evident  that  little  or 

Tb  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  nothing  can  be  done  for  its  relief;  if 

enlargement  of  the  lachrymal  gland,  or 

S'*»     ^  adventitious  growths  in  the  orbit,  these 

Since  medical  men  have  been  seized  diseases  must  be  treated  by  pharmaceu- 

with  the  monomania  for  squint*  cutting,  tical  means,  or  operation,  according  to 

much  has  been  written  on  strabismus,  the  indications  m  the  case.    An  ab- 

but  little  or  nothing,  to  my  knowledge,  scess  in  the  orbit  must  of  course  be 

on  luscitas.     As  I  have  lately  met  with  opened  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  to 

a  case  of  luscitas  spastica,  and  found  prevent  sinuses    or   accumulations  of 

in  thelastnnfaiberorvon  Ammon'sMo-  matter,  which  in  this  situation  would 

natsschrift  for  1840,  p.  550,  the  obser-  create  great  mischief.     If  symblepha- 

VAtion  made  by  Dr.  Rigler,  that  luscitas  ron  exists  in  a  squinting  eye,  the  union 

never  admits  of  operation,  and  that  of  the  lid  with  the  ball  must  first  be 

Dr.  Melchior,  in  his  *' Dissertatio  de  separated,  by   which  proceeding  the 

Myotomia  Oculi,"      [Haunis,     1841,  case  is  reduced  to  simple  strabismus, 

mense  Martio],  p.  21,  regards  an  opera-  and  is  then  to  be  operated  on  in  the 

tion  in  these  cases  in  the  light  of  an  usual  manner.     A  case  of  this  kind 

experiment,  I  felt  induced  to  ^ve  this  came  under  my  treatment,  and  was 

subject  a  little  closer  consideration,  and  cured  on  this  plan.    (See  Med.  6az., 

more  especially  with  respect  to  treat-  vol.  xxvii.  p.  40.) 

ment  by  operation.  Atrophy  of  one  or  more  muscles  of 

A  kind  insertion  of  this  paper  on  the  the  eye  may  be  occasioned  by  want  of 

subject  in  your  valuable  journal  will  Exercise,  when  the  eye  has  been  af- 

much  oblige, — sir,  fected  with  strabismus  for  a  long  time, 

Your  obedient  servant,  and  has  not  been  used  on  this  account; 

Ano.  Franz,  M.D.  Leipsic,  or  by  insufficient  supply  of  blood  to 

M.R.C.S.  ace.  the  muscles  in  consequence  of  disease, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Jane  ao,  1841.  injury,  pressure  on  the  arteries,  &c.  j 

A  1*1.       1.  -.L    ^        1      .       t^      ,  perhaps  also  by  ossification  of  the  ar- 

Although  the  term  luscitas  has  been  teries  given  off  to  the  muscles,  just  as 

applied  by  authors  to  a  variety  of  oph-  we  find  the  arteria  centralis  ossified; 

thalnuc  affections.  Prof.  Beer  restncte  or  by  suppuration  being  the  sequel  of 

It  to  those  cases  where  the  eye  is  turned,  a  vehement  inflammadon.      In  these 

as  in  strabismus,  to  the  one  or  other  cases  the  nutritive  functions  are  dimi- 

side,  but  cannot  be  moved  at  the  will  nished,  but  they  may  also  be  deranged, 

oTthe  patient ;  when  the  sound  eye  is  for  instance,  ^er  chronic  blenorrhoea, 

blood  to  p«.  through  th«n,  the  blood  which  ^^  1^^"  "?^^*  ,^'  *''^?''?^*wk^*'® 

iriU  fills  the  capillari?!  and  vefns  becomn  quite  ^^scle  may  take  place.     In  both  these 

'**'?'^/*T'***®°*  *  ^^^  ^  •pontaneoos  move-  instances  the  muscle  loses  its  normal 


^XcS^?.'S*S?r^?cV5'^•i£T,;t'lr'^l  imtability.    but    mo«    especially   its 

Of  tinflrie  rlobulpfl,  which  come  few  and  far  be-  power  of  contraction,  and  then  becomes 

eJuiw   m^°**2iA  "i^T^'tte  *^*  "^  ^i^rAe  and  lax.    The  same  diminution 

liirtt^m-MS^rfxi^^To^Sr^ixtm^  t™the  °'  ^^^  ^^«  ^^  muscular  tone  follows. 

Wood  in  the  Tesaela  beyond.  when  the  innervation  of  the  nerves  of 
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motioii  is  enthely  or  partially  sos-  sued  this  plan  in  seTenl  eases  of  infcr- 

pended,  as  in  a  paralytic  state  of  the  sion  dependent  on  a  paralytic  state  of 

muscle  from  rheumatism^  x>r  from  apo-  the  external  rectus.     The  most  serere 

plexy,  pressure  on  or  softening  of  the  case  of  this  kind  which  came  under  my 

Drain,    &c.     Now  when  a  muscle  is  care,  and  which  I  beg  to  relate  more 

affected  with  the  maladies  just  men-  fully,  occurred  in  a  young  gentleman 

tjoned,  it  is  more  or  less  unable  to  from  Staffordshire,  recommended  tome 

counteract  the  ordinary  action  of  its  by  Dr.  Ingleby  of  Birmingham, 
healthy  opponent,  in  which  therefore        H.  L.,  aged  9,  of  strumous  habit,  wai 

the  contractile  power  is  permitted  to  bom  with  his  eyes  perfectly  straight, 

gain  the  preponderance,  and  in  time  but  three  months  after  birth  both  were 

an  actual  or  habitual  contraction  is  observed  to  turn  in,  and  in  time  became 

established.    From  the  diminution  of  more  inverted.    This  double  inversion 

power  on  the  one  side,  and  excess  of  it  appeared  to  be  owing  to  an  early  hr- 

on  the  other,  the  eyeball  has  of  course  drocephalus,  as  I  was  led  to  believe  by 

lost  its  proper  position  in  the  orbit,  and  circumstances  elicited  by  a  strict  exs* 

is  turned  towards  the  contracted  mus-  mination,  and  by  the  whole  formatioa 

cle,  firom  which  position  it  can  only  be  of  the  head.    When  I  for  the  first  time 

slightly  moved,  or  in  which  it  is  com-  saw  this  patient,  botheyes  were  inverted 

pletely  fixed.  to  such  an  extent  that  only  about  five- 

As  atrophy  and  malacia  frequently  sixths  of  the  rifht  and  tWo-thirds  of  the 

come*  on  slowly,  and  last  for  a  long  left  cornea  comd  be  seen.    The  papil 

time,  until  the  eyeball  becomes  abso-  of  the  right  was  normal  in  sise  sm 

lutely  fixed  in  an  abnormal  position,  action,  but  the  left  rather  coatrsded 

or  los^itas  is  established,  the  time  is  and  slow  in  action.      In  ordinary  or 

entiivly  lost  where  the  treatment  by  inattentive  vision,  both  eyes  Rmained 

pharmaceutical  means  might  have  been  in  their  usual  invert^  position;  the 

advisable ;  and,  in  my  opmion,  an  ope-  patient  was  in  the  habit  of  eonstanth 

ration  should  be  performed  under  such  moving  the  body  laterally,  and  the  besi 

circumstances,  provided  the  weakened  in  a  semirotatory  or  circular  oanDcr, 

muscle  Is  not  completely  paralysed  or  by  which  complicated  movements  of 

otherwise  totalljr  disorganised — a  cir-  head  and  body  (endeavours  tooompen- 

eumstance  certainly  not  easily  ascer-  sate  for  the  limited  motion  of  the  eyes) 

tained  beforehand.    If  in  such  cases  all  objects  presented  themselves  to  the 

the  muscle  which  draws  the  eye  out  of  right  eye,  on  account  of  this  being  in  s 

its  proper  ])06ition  is  divided,  and  all  more  favourable  position  than  the  other, 

additional   impediments  are  removed  but  were  of  course  indistinctly  seen. 

which  might  tend  to  limit  the  motion  If  now  any  object  struck  his  attention, 

of  the  eye,  the  weakened  muscle  is  he  kept  this  eye  upon  it,  and  tuned  the 

placed  in  a  position  more  favourable  head  so  as  to  brmg  the  pupil,  which 

for  acquiring  its  lost  power  by  exercise,  could  be  moved  from  the  internal  esa- 

as  also  for  the  action  of  local  remedies  thus  a  little  beyond  the  centre  of  the 

upon  the  muscle,  since  it  is  no  longer  orbit,  into  its  proper  position ;  keeping 

kept  in  a  state  of  continued  extension,  then  the  heaa  stationaiv,  he  saw  even 

But  as  an  operation  in  these  cases  has  small  objects  very  distineUy ;  but  u 

only  been  tne  first  step  towards  a. core,  soon  as  his  attention  was  disbacted  the 

the   ophthalmic   orthopedic   becomes  eye  resumed  its  usual  abnormal  pssi- 

now  of  the  greatest  importance.    The  tion.    With  the  left  eye,  which  coold 

healthy  eye  must  therefore  be  bound  up  be  moved  but  slightly  and  with  diiB- 

with  a  light  bandage  during  the  whole  cnlty  when  the  other  was  closed,  the 

^y  for  the  first  fortnight.    After  this  patient  saw  objects  almost  as  ^^^ 

time  this  plan  must  be  persevered  in  at  with  the  right,  when  the  head,  eye,  and 

mtervals  for  several  weeks.    While  the  object,  were  brought  in  such  a  |x»tioo 

«]re  is  bound  up  a  small  shade  must  be  that  tiie  visual  axis  was  in  a  line  with 

iastenedbefore  the  operated  eye,in  such  the  object  viewed.    The  patient  uied 

a  manner  that  the  patient  is  forced  to  only  one  eye  for  seeing,  generally  the 

turn  his  eve  in  a  direction  exactly  op-  right,  leaving  the  other  entiicly  msc- 

ftosite  to  tnat  it  held  before  the  opera-  tive,  on  which  account  no  double'^ 

tion,  to  be  enabled  to  see.    He  most  sion  was  present  .  ... 

lOTBOver  be  ordered  to  fix  his  eye        On  the  ad  of  July,  1840, 1  dmff 

naly  on  a  distant  object.    Ihayepor*  the  internal  tttfbm  on  the  left  *^ 
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which  produced  no  eflfect  m  the  poer-  hig,  the  carriage  was  more  steady,  and 

tion  of  the  eye  or  in  facilitating  its  mo-  the  movements  of  the  head  diminished 

tion  outwards.      I   now  proceeded  to  and  less  awkward*    He  was  ordered  to 

separate  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  loolc  frequently  with  both  eyes  at  dis- 

muscle  and  the  ball,  extended  the  wound  tant  objects  (as  in  shooting  at  a  target) 

in  the  conjunctiva,  and  divided  the  to    exercise    principally  the  external 

inner  border  of  the  superior  and  inferior  rectus  of  the  left  eye,  to  continue  the 

rectus,  but  also  without  effect,  and  at  stren^hening  ointment  to  the  temple 

last  divided  the  superior  oblique,  after  and  lids  on  both  sides,  as  also  the  oph- 

which   proceedinc^   the  eye  certainly  thalmic  fountain,  to  go  to  the  sea-side, 

could  be  turned  further  outwards,  and  and  to  take  frequent  exercise  in  the 

with  greater  facility,  although  it  could  open  air. 

not  be  kept  in  this  position,  as  on  cessa-  The  mother,  who  bestowed  the  great- 

tion  of  tne  will  the  inversion  was  as  est  care  upon  the  patient,  he  being  an 

great  as  before  the  operation.    Having  only  child,  wrote  to  me  from  time  to 

thus  freed  the  eye  from  all  mechanics  time  that  the  left  eye  slowly  improved 

influence  which  tended  to  keep  it  in-  in  position,  and  tnat  both  could  be 

verted,  the  right  eye  w^as  bound  up,  freely  moved  towards  the  external  can* 

and  a  shade  fastened  before  the  left,  so  thus,  and  in  her  last  letter  of  the  20th 

as  to  oblige  the  patient  to  turn  the  eye  of  March,   1841,  she  observes,  "My 

as  much  as  possible  outwards  in  order  little  son's  eyes   are   now    perfectly 

to  be  enabled  to  see ;  he  was  moreover  straight ;  there  has  not  appeared  the 

ordered  to  fix  the  eye  thus  shaded  fre-  least  inversion  for  I  should  think  the 

?uently  on    a  distant  object.      Ung.  last  two  months ;  before  that  time  fa- 

[ydr,  Mit.  was  rubbed  into  the  neigh-  tigue  or  change  of  weather  considerably 

bourhood  of  the  inner  canthus,  to  retard  affected  them,  but  such  is  not  the  case 

the  healing  of  the  muscle.    An  oint-  noi^    They  have  been  examined  by 

ment  composed  of  Phosphorus  dissolved  several  professional  men,  who  are  una- 

4n  01.  Rosmar.  and  Bals.  Peruv.  was  nimous  in  the  opinion  of  its  being  a 

rubbed  around  the  external  canthus  perfect  cure.    He  can  turn  the  eyes  out 

-and  the  temples  of  both  eyes.    Ung.  much  further  than  the  generality  of 

Ant  Pot  Tart  was  appbed  to   the  persons  can." 

vertex,  and  the  bowels  were  regularly  *  There  still  remains  another  class  of 
kept  open.  A  week  after  the  operation  causes  for  consideration  which  may 
the  ophthalmic  fountain  (described  produce  luscitas.  The  circumstance  of 
Med.  6az.,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  444,)  was  three  distinct  cerebral  nerves  being 
used.  This  treatment  was  continued  distributed  exclusively  to  the  six  cOm- 
until  the  patient  was  again  brought  to  paratively  small  muscles  of  the  eye 
town,  when  I  found  me  left  eye  not  accounts  sufficiently  for  their  great  pre- 
half  as  much  inverted  as  before  the  disposition  to  nervous  excitement  and 
operation,  and  that  both  eyes  could  be  spasmodic  affections.  Certain  injuries 
turned  outwards  beyond  the  orbital  and  inflammations  of  the  eye,  irritation 
axis.  of  the  brain  from  mental  or  organic 
On  the  23d  of  August  the  rectus  causes  during  dentition,  or  reflected 
intemus  of  the  right  eye  was  divided,  from  more  distant  parts  of  the  body,  as 
and  the  superior  and  inferior  rectus  the  abdominal  or  genital  organs,  or 
partially.  Immediately  afiter  this  from  the  peripheric  nervous  system,  as, 
operation  the  eye  assumed  its  proper  e.^.  after  scarlatina,  &c.  frequently  give 
position  for  a  few  minutes, -after  which  rise  to  convulsions  of  the  ophthamiic 
It  was  aeain  somewhat  inverted.  By  muscles.  The  local  irritation  acoom- 
elosing  Uie  left  eye  and  fastening  the  panying  these  convulsions  augments 
fihade  befbie  the  right,  in  the  manner  the  muscular  irritability,  but  chiefly 
above  described,  the  external  muscle  of  the  contractile  power,  and  in  time  ptfi>- 
this  eye  was  chiefly  exercised  up  to  the  duces  some  change  of  structure  in  the 
!i6th  of  August,  when  the  rectus  inter-  muscle  while  contracted,  the  result  of 
nus  of  the  left  eye  was  again  divided,  which  is  absolute  and  permanent  short- 
alter  which  operation  both  ^es  daily  ening.  Together  with  this  increase  of 
improved  by  judicious  use,  so  tpat  when  muscular  irritability,  the  innervation  or 
the  patient  left  town  on  the  31  st  of  the  action  of  the  arteries  may  be  ang- 
Au^st,  the  right  eye  was  perfectly  mented — conditions  on  which  hypertro- 
fltiBight,  and  the  left  nearly  so.  in  walk-  phy  of  the  muscle  depends^  which  I  have 
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principally  met  with  when  the  strabis-    that  in  all  recent  cases  of  this  cfaarac- 
mus  was  preceded  by  inflammations  of   ter,  whatever  plan  of  treatment  the 
an  acute  character,  directly  aflectine    remote  cause  may  require,  those  means 
the  eye  or  its  muscles,  but  which  I    which  are  locaUy  applied  should  be 
think  may  also  be  caused  in  cases  where    antiphlogistic  or  antispasmodic,  as  no 
inflammatory  aflections  never  existed,    doubt  can  exist  that  stimulating  appU- 
merely    by  too  copious  an  afllux  of   cations  will  increase  the  miscbieL.     I 
blood  to  the  muscle.    If  the  convul-    have  attendedseveral  cases  of  squinting 
sions  have  been  caused  by  a  purely    of  this  kind,  brought  on  by  dentition, 
nervous  irritation  reflected  from  distant    worms,  or  disorders  of  the  stomach, 
parts  of  the  body,  e.  a.  in  worms,  I  have    and  irritation  of  the  brain,  where  I 
found  the  muscle  rather  thin,  hard,  and    succeeded  in  accomplishing  a  cure  by 
more  tendinous.    After  protracted  oph-    therapeutic    means;    and    in    a    lal^ 
thalmia,  which  begins  with  great  ve-    number  of  the  Medical  Gazette   I 
.hemence,  and  is  the  effect  of  an  exan-    have  related  a  case  of  complete  lusdtas, 
thematic  or  rheumatic  metastasis,  the    caused  by  spasm  from  an  acute  rheu- 
innervation  may  either  gradually  be-    matic  attack,  which  was  cured  in  a 
come  diminished  or  the  nutritive  tunc-    short  time  without  operation.     Some 
tions  impaired,    so  that  paralysis  or    time  ago  a  lady  asked  my  advice  for  a 
atrophy  may  be  added  to  structural    slig^ht  deeree  of  strabismus  affecting 
shortening,  which  originated  with  the    each  eye  sutemately,  and  being  of  ei^ht 
metastasis  at  the  commencement  of  the    years'  duration.     While  speaking  with 
inflammation.  her  I  observed  the  left  eye  aflected 

Under  all  these  circumstances  the    when  she  was  looking  at  me,  and  the 
eyeball  is  turned  towards  the  shortened    right  when  she  looked  at  a  more  distant 
muscle,  and  in  time  becomes  perma-    object;  I  therefore  concluded  that  in 
nentl^  and  more  or  less  immovnbly    this  case  the  strabismus  might  be  de- 
fixed  in  an  abnormal  position ;  in  the    pendent  on  an  inequality  of  the  power 
same  ratio  as  the  shortened  muscle,    of  vision  of  the  two  eyes,  and  on  some 
from    change  of  structure,   loses   its    irregular  action  of  the  muscles,  and, 
elasticity,  and  its  antagonist  its  energy,    on  close  examination,  found  a  consi- 
from  bein^  in  a  constant  state  of  ex-    derable  degree  of  myopia  in  the  right 
tension.     Luscitas,  or  strabismus  from    eye,  and  a  rather  presbyopic  state  of 
convulsions  of  the  muscles,  is,  there-    the  left.    In  looking  at  a  near  object 
fore,  generally  slowly  established ;  but    she  was  in  the  habit  of  using  the  right 
it  may  also  occur  suddenly  after  hys-    eye ;  and  in  viewing  distant  objects  she 
teria,  hypochondria,  epilepsy,  violent    used  the  left,  leaving  in  each  case  the 
mental  emotions,  or  external  agents    other  eye  to  the  casual  action  of  its 
acting  chemically  or  mechanically  on    muscles,  which  always  drew  it  slightly 
the  eyeball.    I  once  saw  a  case,  under    outwards.     This  case  of   alternating 
Prof.  F.  Jaeger,  of  Vienna,  where  an    strabismus  was  cured  by  local  bleeding 
hynochondriac,  after  some  errors  of  diet    of  the  right  eye,  Uie  use  of  gentle 
and  mental  excitement  during  dinner    aperients,  by  binding  up  the  left  while 
was  suddenly  afiected  with  a  complete    tne  myopodiorthoticon  was  employed 
luscitas  of  his  left  eye.    As  this  person    to  the  right  eye.    (See  Med.    Gaz. 
sought  medical    advice   directly,    the    vol.  xxi.  p.  866,  and  vol.  xxii.  p.  442.) 
complete  immoveability  of  the  eye  soon       If  proper  local  pharmaceutical  means 
entirely  ceased  after  the  administration    have  been    employed  for  some  time 
of  an  emetic  and  some  other  remedies,    without  eflfect,  and  if  the  remote  cause 
.which  rectified  the  functions  of  the    has  been  removed,  or  at  least  has  ceased 
digestive  oi^gans.  to  act  on  tlie  ophthalmic  muscles,  or  if 

J  am  of  opinion  that,  with  few  ex-  the  luscitas  or  strabismus  has  lasted 
cepdons,  almost  every  recent  case  of  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  I 
luscitasor  strabismus,  and  even  several  think  we  may  firmly  conclude  that 
of  some  time  standing,  which  have  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  mus- 
been  brought  on  by  a  spasmodic  state  cle  has  become  habitual,  or  that  struc- 
of  the  muscle,  may  be  cured  by  phar-  tural  shortening  is  dready  established, 
•maceutical  means,  provided  tne  real  which  now  remains  as  secondary  efl^t, 
cause  of  the  spasm  can  be  detected,  and  therefore,  even  if  the  case  is  a 
and  proper  means  are  employed.  From  complete  luscitas,  this  cannot  be  con- 
my  own  observations  it  appears  to  me,    sidered  as  a  contni-indication  to  tlie 
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performance  of  an  operation.  As  the  the  inversion;  and  that  if  after  the 
muscle  is  already  absolutely  shortened,  rectus  internus,  and  all  other  attach- 
I  think  it  not  advisable  to  divide  it  in  its  ments  which  may  retain  the  eye  in  its 
muscular  fibres,  much  less  to  excise  a  unnatural  position,  have  carefully  been 
portion,  as  some  do,  or  to  push  the  cut,  some  degree  of  inversion  still  con- 
posterior  part  back  into  the  orbit,  as  tinues,  these  muscles,  but  principally 
by  these  means  the  muscle  would  be  the  superior  oblique,  may  be  the  cause 
made  still  shorter;  but  it  is  more  \T}-  of  it,  smce  this  (being  the  longest  of 
per  to  divide  it  in  its  tendinous  portion  the  six)  is  subject  to  become  more 
close  to  the  sclerotica,  so  that  the  shortened  than  the  rest.  This  I  have 
muscle  may  retain  its  whole  length,  found  to  be  the  case  in  several  in- 
and  thus  be  allowed  to  attach  itself  to  stances.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  we 
the  sclerotica  as  far  anteriorly  as  pos-  should  thoughtlessly  cut  across  the 
sihlct  since  then  the  movements  of  the  superior  oblique  in  all  obstinate  cases 
eyeball  towards  the  divided  muscle  will  of  inversion,  since  by  the  proceedings 
be  less  limited.  I^  after  the  tendon  above  detailed  we  frequently  succeed 
and  all  additional  fra^nula  have  been  in  removing  the  afiection  completely ; 
completely  cut  across,  the  abnormal  but  where  all  these  proceedings  have 
position  is  still  considerable,  this  will  had  no  satisfactory  effect,  I  am  con- 
generally  be  remedied  either  by  sepa-  vinced  tliat  a  division  of  this  muscle 
rating  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  will  either  rectify  the  position  of  the 
muscle  and  the  globe  more  or  less,  or  eye  directly,  or  when  some  degree  of 
by  enlarging  the  wound  in  the  conjunc-  paralysis  of  the  external  rectus  is  the 
tiva  (especially  if  this  membrane  is  cause  of  the  continuation  of  the  inver- 
thickened,  tough,  or  inelastic),  or  by  sion,  and  if  then  in  such  cases  the 
partial  division  of  the  inner  border  of  shortened  superior  oblique  is  an  im- 
the  superior  or  inferior  rectus,  as  the  po4bment  to  the  motion  of  the  eyeball 
case  requires ;  but  in  all  these  steps  tlie  towards  the  external  canthus,  its  divi- 
ipreatest  care  must  be  taken,  especially  sion  will  remove  this  impediment,  and 
if  the  opposite  muscle  acts  powerfully,  thus  the  external  rectus  will  be  placed 
to  cut  rather  too  little  than  too  much,  in  a  situation  far  more  favourable  for 
as  otherwise  the  strabismus  will  not  be  the  recovery  of  its  proper  action  by 
cured,  but  squinting  towards  the  oppo-  free  exercise. 

site  side  will  be  substituted  for  it.     I  Besides  the  two  cases  related  in  the 

have  never" operated  on  the  muscles  of  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  xxvi.  p.  689, 

a  sound  eye  in  order  to  set  its  fellow  and  the  one  in    this  paper,   I   have 

straight ;  but  in  cases  of  double  stra-  divided  the  superior  oblique  in  three 

bismus,  if  the  one  eye  was  not  rendered  more  cases,  in  which,  1  presume,  the 

quite  straight  by  a  simple  division  of  result  of  perfect  cures  was  obtained 

tne  muscle,   I  at  once  proceeded   to  solely  by  this  additional  step  in  the 

operate  upon  the  other  eye,  which  plan  operation.     I  therefore  think  that  the 

was  generally  attended  with   success  omission  of  the  division  of  the  superior 

without    the    additional    steps    above  oblique,    under    circumstances    above 

related.      The    first    of    these    plans  -described,  is    one    of   the    causes    of 

should  be  pursued  in  all  cases  where  failure,  into  which  a  late  author  on  the 

the  antagonist  of  the  divided  musc]e  cure  of   strabismus  has    given    us  a 

is  more  or   less    paralyzed,    since    it  lengthened  inquiry;    in  \mich,   how- 

tlien  has  a  better  chance  of  regaining  ever,  he  says,  *'  in  no  case  have  I  ever 

its  tone  by  free  exercise.     If  after  these  dreamed  of  cutting  the  superior  oblique, 

proceedings,  in  cases  of  inversion,  the  &c.,  and   I   would  advise  no  one  to 

e^e  remains  still  in  an  abnormal  posi-  attempt  the  operation  as  a  cure  for 

tion  to  a  great  extent,  I   divide  the  strabismus  witnout  perusing  the  ob- 

superior  obuque.  servations  I  have  to  offer  upon  the  sub- 

Although  we  do  not  even  yet  per-  ject"     His  reason  for  giving  us  this 

fectly  understand  the  action    of   the  advice  is  a  strong  fear  that  on  division 

obliques,  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  of  this  muscle  the  eyeball  would  pro- 

that  if  either  or  both  are  shortened  in  trude  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and 

.structure,  which  they  may  be  as  well  that  it  would  be  drawn  too  much  out- 

as  the  recti,  because  botn  groups  of  wards.    I   can,    however,  assure    the 

muscles  are  subject  to  the  same  patho-  reader  that  none  of  these  consequences 

logical  conditions,  they  will  increase  occurred  in  the  above  six  cases,  nor  in 
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a  few  others  where  a  friend  of  mine  observed  any  difference  in  the  positfon 

divided  this  muscle ;    neither  have  I  of  the  eyeball  when  I  cut  across  eitber 

in  my  experiments  *  on  animals  ever  of  the  obUqoes  or  both  of  them ;  but  I 

-— only  then  observed  a  slight  alteration 

*  I  made  these  experiments,  in  October  last,  in  the  position  of  the  eyeball,  when 

with  the  kindassisUnceofDr.  A.  Ure  and  Mr.  ^jh  qj^q  of  the  obHques  one    of  the 

F.  Fowke,  on  dog:8,  rabbits,  sheep,  and  young  _^  . .  ^^^  j:„i  j„j  „*  ♦i?«  oo,««  i^^n^        A 

pllfs.    Before  commencing  upon  hvinf  am'mals,  KCtl  was  divided  at  the  same  lime.      A 

I  examined  the  action  of  the  ophthalmic  muscles  proof  of    this  fact    gives   the   eightll, 

i"uSSX'A°i:;'iii;j?Jf^^tSni^^  tenth,  and. eWenth  of  the  au&of « 

tbeanterior  aspect  Of  the  eye  and  its  appendages^  OWn   CXpenmentSTi    as   also    tnOfie   Of 

by  pulUng  them  flrom  their  points  of  origin,  and  Sir   Charles   Belli,   Mr.    B.    CoopcriL 

tnen  made  a  clean  dissection  of  them  to  enable  ^^^  .u^  ^k«««««*;«I«o  ^f  o^cta-mI  *^a»«> 

me  to  divide  them  in  Uving  animaUi  with  more  and  the  observations  of  several  recent 

certainty.  authors  on  this  subject.    Dr.  Melchior  § 

Fromthese  experiments,  and  fh)m  what  I  have  ^yg     *«  me  nullum  discrimen   in   sitd 

observed  in  cases  of  rather  complicated  strabis-  •','             .                     .        ,i* 

mus,  as  also  from  the  published  remarks  of  some  oculorum  observasse,  Sive  ODliqunm  BU- 

recent  authors  on  this  subject,  together  with  periorem  alterius  modo,  sive  amborum 

the  experiments  and  observations  made  by  Prof.  l-„irt*nTn  aonnieaAm  *' 

Volkmann  (Neue  Bcitraege  sur  Physiologie  des  OCmorum  secOlSSem. 

Gesichtssinnes.   Leipzig,  1836,  and  m  his  paper  There  remains  another  ophthalmic 

published  in  Muiier's  Archiv.  1840.  No.  4,  p.475.)  aflection  to  be  mentioned  in  connection 

andby  Dr.  A.  Hueck  (ueberdie  Achsendrehang        •^i.  ^u*     -.  u*^  *,  -:-   *««..^ u    

dea  Aoges,  Dorpart,  1838),  I  might  almost  With  this  subject,  VIZ.  tetanus  ocuh,  or 

draw  the  inference,  that  in  man  the  ordinary  that  state  of  the  eye  where  several  or 

S^S^TSJdt^^aXoy'ill^rXS'&w'S'n-  ^  P^l^  "t  the  eye  are  affected  with 

any  two  of  these,  or  in  circles  intersecting  these  toniC   spasm,  SO  that  the   ball  18  im- 

muScfe^oil Wnd  mT  ^ndS*^?th?ownlS-  "^0^^^°^^  ^^^^  rather  in  the  middle  of 

buTtimtw\fii*tiie?tiS|ht  musd^^  ^^^  orbit.    This  may  be  caused  by  a 

the  eyes  in  one  of  these  directions,  or  after  they  blow,  by  lacerating  WOUnds,  by  rheu- 

vision  stedfastly  fixed  upon  the  object,  which  01  the  brain,  &c. ;  and  it  is  also  said 

cither  moves  while  the  person  is  at  rest,  or  to  occuT  in  several  nervous  diseases.     I 

which  is  at  rest  while  the  person  is  moving,  or  «„^  :*  ^n/.**    nlfliniKrVi  Tinf  nnifA  fntm 

while  both  the  object  and  the  person  are  in  mo-  saw  It  pnce,  alinougn  not  qmte  com- 

tion,  or  while  the  person,  perhaps,  at  the  same  plete,    in   a   case   of  trismus  ;   and  in 

time  turns  his  head  towards  one  side  or  the  another  of  catalepsia,  both  eyes  were 

other ;  secondly,  that  the  obliques  act  the  pnn-       ■»      ^   .  i     it      jj*^«  t."^      

cipal  part  in  accomplishing  those  minute  alter*-  absolutely  fixed  dunng  each  parOXysm 

tions  m  the  inclination  of  the  axis  of  vision  be-  by  that  singular  kind  of  spasm  peculiar ' 

tween  their  parallelisms  and  their  greatest  con-  x/;    ^x^^    «1iri»jisp        In    nil    thpc^   t^st^ 

vergence,  which  are  necessary  for  their  decussa-  ^O   mat   Qisease.       in    all    tnese   cases 

tion  in  a  given  i)oint,  (if,  while  the  head  is  kept  therapeutic  treatment  must  be  directed 

in  a  vertical  position,  this  point  is  situated  on  a  towards    the    primary    disease,    from 

level  with  the  eyes,  the  convergence  of  the  visual  _,  .  uxi.ii                       •                    « 

axis  is  effected  by  the  four  obliques,  if  situated  Which    the   local   spasm   anses,    or   of 

above  by  the  two  inferior  onW,  and  if  beneath  by  which  it  is  only  a  symptom.     The  local 

Sli^rof't^TK^'JieJjiiSafrn.reyJ^i;  ?PP««i«<«yj>">Pf  mean,  is  not  to 

made  dependent  on  the  convergence,  or  the  con-  be  neglected  ;  but  the  performance  of 

vergeiwe^on  the  refraction.   When  I  made  the  an  operation  will  never  be  indicated  in 

hl8pla",^fn  my"own  eyes,  of  in'*tho8e*of%here,  I  ^^^^  cases,  except,  perhaps,  where  the 

could  never  discern  so  great  a  rotation  of  the  eye-  tonic  spasm  affecting  only  two  Or  three 

^L"i??  A*Vf"  ■*  ^^SlA^'^^  amounting  mugdes  is  caused  by  rheumatism,  and 

at  least  to  45-50  degrees,  I'rof.  Volkman  and  Dr.  *"»**' y           ^w^^*-**  yj  *.**'"»*«*•'"»"*>  ~*"' 

Hneck  attribute  to  the  obliques,  each  acting  has  become  chronic ;   but  fortunately 
alone ;  nor  can  I  understand  why  this  rotation «   these  cases  are  rare,  and  if  they  occur, 

shall  be  ncces^aryforsinglevision  when  the  bead  „  fU«»-^„„u  ;-,--«,4;-lf:«.-,  «„;i  i„^  ^^« 

is  inclining  laterally  downwards ;  it,  on  the  con-  ^  thorough  mvestlgation  and  due  con- 

tniry,.appear<  to  me  that  such  a  rotation  would     


twist  the  optic  nerve,  and  thus  considerably  in 


on;pn  in  the  dead,  or  divided  one  of  them  in  the  thalmic  muscln  is  correct,  I  iieair  we  ehaU ^ 

living,  and  then  irritated  the  e>-e,  I  have  certainly  succeed  in  demonstrating  the  automatic  action  of 

observed  a  somewhat  greater  rotation  of  the  ball  the  obliques,  by  which  they  fVilfil  so  deUcate  and 

on. its  axis  than  in  man ;  but  we  must  remember  minute  functions,  in  themselves  means  and  end, 

that  in  these  the  obliques  are  urranged  differently  by  pulling  these  muscles  at  their  origin  in  the 

to  those  in  man.    I  am  not  incliredto  think  that  dead  body,  or  by  dividing  them  in  the  living, 

the  adjustment  of  the  eye  to  distance  is  accom-  Sotne  other  experiments  besides  even  those  by 

plished  by  a  mechanical  action  of  the  recti,  al-  means  of  galvanism  must  thererore  be  thought  or. 
though  it  is  not  impossible  that  theobliques  may        f  BIbo.  Gaz.  vol.  xxvii.  p.  849. 
exert  some  indirect  influence  bv  effecting  tlie        t  Phil.  Trans.  1833,  p.  176. 
convergence  of  the  visual  axis  ;  this  atljustmenl        jj  Guy»s  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iii.  p.  4T5. 
appears  to  mc  to  CAigt  in  a  'l.licate  motion  of  the        $  Dibbertatio  dc  .Myotomia  Oculi,  IMI,  p.  S<. 
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sideration   of   each    particular   case,  without  any  one  perceiving  that  8hp 

like  in  all  others  of  a  severe  nature,  was  doing  more  than  just  toucliing  her 

will  enable  us  to  decide  upon  the  plan  eyelid.      In  order  most  effectuaUy  to 

of  treatment.  prevent  the  spring  being  seen,  I  advised 

that  she  should  get  one  made  much 

PTOSIS  RELIEVED  WITHOUT  AN  ^.a^ro^er  and  rather  thicker,  something 

oPiTTJATinM  similar  to  the  frames  of  the  very  fine 

urjLKAnuJN.  g^ggl  snectacles  which  are  at  present 

used;    but  as  I  shortly  after  left  that 

7b  ihe  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  part  of  the  country,  I  lost  sight  of  the 

g,,^  case ;  and  as  I  afterwards  heard  the  gprl 

-,        ,  '                   J  J 1.   ■»*    />!    1.  was  married,  probably  the  gain  of  a 

The  plan  recommended  by  Mr.  Curhng  husband  might  make  her  indifferent 

for  the  cure  of  ptosis  is  very  ingenious,  about  further  hiding  the  contrivance, 

and  well  deserves  the  attention  of  the  j  ^m  sir 

profession ;   but  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Man-  your  obedient  servant, 

Chester,  has  ably  pointed  out  several  j^^g  Macknbss,  M.D. 

causes  which  will  often  mihtate  against  Fhyaidan  to  the  HactiAgi  Diipenmry*. 

the  operation ;  and  in  cases  where  it  is  Hutinga,  5th  July,  I84i. 

not  applicable  the  following  contrivance  ^ 

may  always  be  adopted.  

Some  years  ago  I  was  professionally  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
consulted  by  a  family,  and  felt  much 

interested  by  the  appearance  of  one  of  Friday,  Jvly  9,  1841. 

the  daughters,  who  had  apparently  lost  

an  eye.     Upon   inquiry,  1  found  that  "  ^<^**  omnibua,  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  dignitotem 

some  years  previously  she  had  been  ^'•<'^/^'?<'»>f  tueri;  potcstwmodoveniendi^^^^ 

^^^ .^  1         *^   c          *  -^  -       *!,  publicum  tit,  diceodi pericolum  non  recuse." 

operated  upon  for  a  tumor  on  the  eye-  Oic«iio. 

hd,  and  that  ever  since  the  operation  — .. 

she  had  had  complete  ptosis  of  that  eye.  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM  IN  FRANCE 

Mr.  Curling's  operation  did  not  suggest  .._  «xt/^t  *xTri 

itself  to  me ;  but  I  felt  anxious  to  relieve  ^^  ENGLAND. 

the  poor  irirl,  who  withal,  independent  In  England,  aninriftl  magnetism   has 

of  this  deformity,  had  a  very  pretty  face;  almost  ceased  to  be  a  subject  even 

and  was  at  that  age  when  the  loss  of  ^          i      •  *       *       j  i.     i.       i 

an  eye  might  proUbly  lose  her  a  bus-  ^^  P^P^"  ^°^^«^«^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

band.    The  plan  1  adopted  was  as  fol-  dismissed  from  the  list  of  subjects  of 

lows : — A  very  thin  and  narrow  piece  scientific  inquiry ;  for  we  suppose  that 

of  ivory,   forming   the  segment  of  a  ijg  ^^w  sole  professor  will  hardly  put 

circle,  was  nveted  upon  a  narrow  piece,  -         j       i  •     r       i       ^c^^i ^^:« 

.iw«.,f  ^r^Kf  ;»»u^  n<*««.  *.#•  ♦v,^  JU«i«  forward  a  chum  for  a  love  of  science  in 
about  eight  inches  long,  of  the  main- 

spring  of  a  watch;   the  loose  end  of  his  occasional  public  exhibitions  of  his 

tne  spring  being  carried  through  the  own  powers  and  his  patients'  weakness, 

hair  over  the  crown  of  the  head  to  But  in  France  it  still  flourishes  in  all  its 

ttu" pS  u^JmyelidTasT  foUy;«.dwewishweco^sayth.tiol^ 

keep  it  open,  and,  being  very  narrow,  ^  the  least  fault  with  which  it  can  be 

was  completely  hidden  in  a  fold  of  branded;  for  of  late,  more  than  ever 

the  eyehd.      The  spring  was  painfed  in  itg  career  hitherto,  impudent  fSalse- 

^•'™*f^^*£,'Ti^^\^nA?''^T  t3%  hood,  bold  chicanery,  and  even  bhui. 

skin;  and  by  the  skilful  adjustment  7^      ^         ^          i.  #  *    ^ 

of  a  ringlet,  which  I  observed  my  fair  pliemy,  have  been  chief  featiwes  in 

patient  always  allowed  to  fall  furtively  its  doctrines  and  practice. 

m  that  direction,  it  could  not  be  oh-  A  few  notices  of  the  contents  of  the- 

served,  unless  the  observer  was  very  YmsiBH    journals,    during    the    hist 

near.    As  the  eyelids  occasionally  re-  ^,          m     i_           l  .^  n 

quired  closing,  in  order  to  keep  the  months,  will  show  what  folly,  mra, 

eye  moist,  she  soon  acquired  a  knack  serious,  and,  if  the  expression  may  be 

ofraidng  the  spring,  allowing  the  eyelid  ^  The  offered  Report  will  be  very  acceptskls.- 

to  fall  down, and  then  replacingit again,  ed.  Oaz. 
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professing  themselves  reasonable  and    his  own  daughter.    And  what  was   the 
honest,  can  be  brought  to  believe  or  to    result  of  his  inquiries  ?     Why,    tbat 
assert,  even  in  the  nineteenth  centurj' ;    Mademoiselle  Pigeaire  could  never  sue- 
and,  if  they  serve  no  other  purpose,    ceed  in  reading,  till,  by  her  struggrles, 
will  at  least  suffice  to  confirm  the  in-    she    had    managed    to    displace     the 
credulity  which  every  student  of  medi-    bandage  that  had  been  put,  with  much 
cine  should  maintain,  by  proving  what    form  and  much  pretence  of  caution, 
the  height  of  enthusiasm  can  mistake,    over  her  eyes,  and  to  make  a  gap  above 
or  the  depth  of  charlatanerie  can  pre-    or  below  its  borders  sufficient  to  peep 
tend,  to  be  truth.     To  prove  in  one    through  and  use  her  ordinary  sight  as 
sentence    how   little  magnetizers    are    other  people  do.    Nor  was  there  any- 
capable  of  fulfilling,  before  competent    better  success  with  M.  Frappart  and 
judges,  the    pretensions   which    they    his  somnambulists:  all  the  trials  entirely 
make  to  the  whole  public,  or  even  of    failed:    all  proved  quite  plainly    that 
Tepeating  those  marvels  which  (when    the  blindfolded  could  not  see  till  they 
they  are    not    well    overlooked)    are    had  made  a  chink  below,  or  above,  or 
easy  enough  —  to    prove  this,    let    it    on  the  inner  side  of  the  eye.    A  series 
suffice  to  say,  that  the  sum  of  three    of  experiments,  by  M.  Gerdy,  on  him> 
thousand  francs,  ofiered  by  M.  Bur-    self  and  on  his  friends,  proved  how 
din,  to  any  one  who  would  bring  a    small,    how    almost    imperceptible,  a 
somnambulist  that  could  read  with  her    space  is  sufficient  for  some  persons  to 
eyes  fairly  bandaged  over,  or  could  tell    see  obscurely  through  or  beneath  a 
what  was  written  on  a  paper  locked  up    bandage ;  and  yet  in  spite  of  all  this, 
in  a  box,  has  never  been  won,  though    the  magnetizers  still  believed,  or  pre- 
often  tried  for  in  the  presence  of  im-    tended  to  believe,  that  the  power  of 
partial  judges :  nay,  not  one  has  ever    extraordinary  vision  was  possessed  by 
been  found   who    could  see    to  read    their  patients.    What,  can  be  said  to 
through    a    single    layer    of    blank    such  men  ?    Plainly  nothing ;  nor  can 
paper.  much  be  done,  till,  having  determined 

Now  we  do  not  ^lean  to  say  that  a    whether  they  deceive  or  are  themselves 
somnambulist  being  unable  to  see  with-    deceived,  they  can  be  consigned  to  the 
ciut  her  eyes  is  a  proof  that  animal    care  of  their  friends,  or  of  the  public 
magnetism  is  untrue;  but  the  fact  we    officers  of  justice.  One  thing,  however, 
have  mentioned  is  a  proof  that  these    may  be  done  already :  every  one  may 
French  magnetizers  are  (not  to  waste    refuse  not  only  to  comply  with,  but 
word8)eitherfools  or  impostors:  for  this    even  to  listen  to,  the  statements  such 
sight    through    bandages    and   deal-    men  make;  their  evidence  is  altogether 
boards  is  what  they  put  forward  as    inadmissible ;  they  plainly  either  can- 
being  often  acquired  under  magnetic    nQt,  or  will  not,  tell  the  truth, 
influence,  and  as  having  been  frequent-      .  But  their  feats  are  far  from  being  con- 
ly  demonstrated  to  exist.    Nay,  they    fined  to  simply  seeing  without  eyes, 
seem  to  prefer  it  as  a  test  of  the  truth    We  find  a  M.  Teste  professing  with 
of  their  system.    M.  Gerdy  (who  might    unequalled  boldness  that  a  somnambu- 
'  certainly  have  occupied  himself  more    list  of  his  can  tell  by  the  mere  touch, 
to  his  own  dignity  and  to  the  public    and,  it  seems,  by  one  touch  only,  all 
advantage)  has  been  induced  to  inves-    the  pathological  circumstances  of  any 
tigate  this  power  of  eyeless  sight  in  the    patient   presented   to   her ;    and  M. 
•choicest  somnambulist  of  M.  Pigeaire,    Ricard,  director  of  the  Journal  du  Mag- 
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netitmef  not  to  be  outdone,  swears  that  hispasaes;  and  on  every  side  threw  DUt 

•  he  can  either  take  to  himself  or  dismifiS  strong   and  lusniriant   branches.    On 

in  an  instant  the  pains  and  diseases  of  the  other  hand,  a  beautiful  tree,  magne- 

any  other  person.    Trayelling  once  in  tizedbyhisoppo8edwill,shriYelled,lo6t 

Belgium    with    a  brother-magnetizer,  its  leaves,  and  soon  after  perished.  Nay, 

who  was  at  the  time  afflicted  with  gas-  he  can  influence  the  atmosphere  and 

tritis  that  he  had  received  from  a  lady  command  meteors;  and  he  has  several 

whom  he  had  cured,  M.  Ricard,  for  a  times,  at  Montpeliier,  amused  himself 

.grand  experiment,  relieved  him  of  his  by  dissipating   clouds    and   stopping 

pain,  and  took  it  himself.    But,  not  rain. 

anxious  to  keep  his  pew  guest  long,  he  .    These  things  are  actually  gravely  and 
again  made  it  go  into  his  companion's  boldly  asserted  as  truths  by  M.  Ricard, 
stomach;  and  then,  having  made  the  who  seems  a  great  authority  among 
gastritis  pass  several  times  from  one  to  this  extraordinary  class   of  dupes  or 
the  other,   they  finished,  by  common  knaves.    To  believe  a  man  to  be  de- 
accord,  with  giving  it  a  definitive  coii^^.  ceived  into  the  idea  that  he  possesses 
Of  all  possessors  of  personal  magnetic  such  powers  (if  he  be  not  obviously  a 
power,  M.  Ricard  is  certainly  the  most  madman)  is  to  be  nearly  as  credulous 
nobly  endowed.    The  story  just  told  is  as  he ;  and  it  would  not  be  difficult,  as 
■far  from  being  the  chief  marvel  that  his  the  next  step,  to  imagine  one's  self  pos- 
•Traiii.  du  Magneti$me4nimale  contaiuB.  sessed  of  them.    He  is,  no  doubt,  a 
He  can  make  himself  sweat  at  any  given  gross  impostor,  and  might  fairly  and 
part  of  his  body  at  and  with  pleasure ;  wisely  be  left  to  the  usual  end  of  such 
and  make  others  do  the  same :  he  can  characters,  were  it  not  for  the  mischief 
alter  the  rapidity  of  any  man's  pulse  in  that  his  proceedings  would  do.    Their 
any  desired  mode  and  degree  :  he  can  influence  on  the  health  of  the  public, 
make  any  one  at  will  paralytic  or  cata-  and  on  their  intellectual  condition,  if 
leptic  :  he  can  give  magnetic  properties  they  are  brought  to  believe  in  them  as 
to  bars  of  iron  by  the  influence  of  his  realities,  is  bad  enough ;  but  it  is  not 
epigastrium,  and  can  exercise  his  powers,  the  worst  that  they  can  exercise.    It  is 
and  even  cure  diseases,  at  miles' distance  impossible  not  to   perceive  that  the 
from  him :  he  can  remove  affections  of  miracles  recorded  in  Holy  Writ  are  the 
•the  severest  kind  in  half  an  hour  or  a  objects  of  ioiitation  in  all  these  pro- 
little  more,  though  they  have  lasted  for  ceedings.    Constituting  as  they  do  a 
years.    But  he  does  not  always  exer-  chief  evidence  of  the  Christian  faith, 
cise  his  powers  for  good :  sometimes  he  which  regards  them  as  possible  to  God 
employs  them  to  inflict  terrific  punish-  alone,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  no  small 
ments,  and  especially  he  does  this  to  interest  whether  men  are  to  be  allowed 
those  his  somnambulists  who  would  to  profess  that  they  possess  powers  suffi- 
mischievously  injure  him  or  the  pa-  cient  for  their  performance;  and  thus  to 
tiente  put  under  their  influence.    On  reduce  the  wonder  ofa  miracle  to  nothing 
these  he  at  once,  and  without  pity,  in-  more  than  the  crafty  exercise  of  an 
.flicts  the  sufferings  they  intended  for  influence  which  any  man  may  acquire. ' 
others.  Nor  are  his  magnetic  influences  And  that  this  is  not  a  strained  foresight 
powerful  on  man  alone;  they  extend  ofwhatmay  result  from  these  things,  is 
over  all  nature,  animate  and  inanimate :  too  evident  from  what  magnetizers  them- 
a  shrivelled,  languishing,  and  etiolated  selves  advance  as  the  history  oftheirart. 
shrub  grew  green  under  the  power  of  M.  Gauthier,   said   to   be   the   moat 
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used,  thfe  most  sdentifio  of  the  nnden  Regainding,  however,  itU  these  pn- 
pvofeaaon,  states  his  conviction  that  tenoes  to  supernatural  power  as  irnpo- 
magnetism  has  heen  practised  from  all  dent  ialsehoodsy  we  cannot  find  that 
times,  and  in  all  places,  either  for  reli-  animal  magnetism  has  made  any  real 
gious  or  for  medical  purposes.     He  progress  towards  meriting,  even  in  its 
ioUows  traces  of  it  among  the  Egyp>  statements  of  a  lower  and  moiecEedible 
tians,  Jews,  Persians,  Greeks,  Gauls,  character,  the  name  and  pootion  of  a 
and  Romans.    To  him,  as  to  all  mag-  science.    Of  all  that  has  been  done  in 
netizeis,  the  sacerdotal  physicians  of  France,  we  can  find  nothingresemhlii^, 
Egypt  and  of  efu-ly  Greece,  the  than-  or  which  is  not  altogether  opposed,  to 
maturgi  of  all  times,  the  Apostles,  probability.    With  no  more  incredulity 
and  the  Christ  himself,  were   only  than  every  man  should  exercise  when 
magnetisers ;  the  Prophets  and  the  new  and  strange  things  are  proposed  to 
Sibyls  weie  all  magnetizers.  him,  we  can  find  no  fresh  or  better 
One  can  scarcely  without  a  shud-  grounds  than  heretofore  for  the  belief 
der   read   such    a    blending   of  the  that  magnedsm  operates  in  any  way  ex- 
holy  and  the  profane — such  an   as-  cept  through  an  extraordinary  influence 
sertion  that  the  divine  power  of  the  upon  the  mind,  exercising  itself  with 
inspired,  and   the  craft   of  heathen  the  more  power,  and  to  the  pToductioa 
priests,  had  all  one  common  origin  in  of  more  strange  effects,  in  direct  pro- 
what  any  man  may  even  now  acquire,  portion  to  the  morlnd  state  into  which 
And  yet,  if  the  public  are  made  by  the  system  has  been  brought  by  genuine 
fraud  to  believe  that  magnetizers  can  do  disease,  or  by  the  repeated  excitement 
the  things  that  they  pretend,  we  do  not  of  the  magnetising  process.    Such,  we 
see  but  that  in  the  very  next  place  they  believe,  is  the  case  with  the  two  girls 
must  be  led  to  regard  one  of  the  chief  who  we  regret  to  say  are  still  exhibited 
evidences  of  Christianity  to  be  nothing  in  London  ;    nor  can  we  leani  that 
more  than  a  cunningly  devised  fable,  the  gentleman  who  operates  on  them 
That  such  things  should  be  looked  on  has  arrived  at  any  results  that  are  fit 
calmly  in  France — that  the  writer  from  for  the  records   of  seienoe, — at  any 
whom  we  quote  the  above  passages  thing,  in  sHort,  QiOre   than  tooMferr, 
should  make  no  remark  of  disgust  at  which,  however,  we  are  bound  to  add, 
them  —  is  not  astonishing.     But  we  bear  no  comparison  with  those  that  are 
shall  be  glad  if,  having  thus  shewn  said  to  occur  in  France, 
to    what    animal    magnetism    may  But  whether  this  be  the  case  or  not, 
easily   be    perverted,    we    can    pro-  it  is  surely  much  to  be  regretted  that 
duce  the  feeling  in  England  that  it  is  these  things  should  be  made,  by  one 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  harmless  foUy —  who  might  hold  a  good  place  in  science, 
as  a  thing  with  which  a  man  may  subjects  of  public  exhibition  ratlier 
ffiirly  amuse  himself  and  gain  notoriety,  than  of  private  and  calm  study.    Who 
Its  evil  moral  influence  on  the  patients  ever  heard  of  a  science  being  advanced 
subjected  to  it  we  long  ago  pointed  out;  or  improved  by  constitating  the  pablie 
and  it  is  now  brought  freely  into  the  ser-  the  judges  of  its  embryo  truths  P  by  ez- 
vice  of  the  foulest  irreligion.     With  hibiting  its  unexplained  phenomeoa  to 
the  exceptioli  of  walking  on  the  waves,  the   ignorant  gaze    of   women   and 
and  raising  the  dead,  there  is  not  a  children,  or  even  of  men  not  educated 
miracle  which  it  is  not  deemed  compe-  to  appreciate  the  value  of  a  new  troth  P 
tent  to  perfinrm.  Wc  believe  that,  in  following  such  a 
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course,  Dr.  ElKoUon  <mly  mistakes  the  limited  aboTe  and  below  by  the  lint  and 

way  to  study  magnetism.    It  will  be  oghthpaiwofribs.andlateraUybythebaaca 

greatly  to  his  own  credit,  as  well  as  to  ^f  ?^  ^^^^l^'  3?^  ^^''''•l''  ^'^'^^^ 

rL  X    "i  1..            *      .        .!.  ,          „       ,  ■*  °**P  **  *"®  surface  of  the  nbs  and  mter- 

tnat  Of  ms  profession,  if  l\e  will  take  costal  mnscles. 

this    hint    that  we  ofier    him  in    all  3>  Describe  the  structure  of  the  bronchial 

good  feeling,  and  again  enter  the  ranks  ^^  !!ff''^'  u  ^"^  ?^  structures  take 

°.  .            .              i/.  1.   1.        1               ,  ""T'  *^"  "  *ny  what,  share  in  the  produc- 

or  true  science,  which  his  talents  and  tion  of  the  respiratory  movements?    Enu- 

acquirements  are  so  well  calculated  to  merate  the  respiratory  nerves,  mention  the 
H^Qfn^  muscles  to  which  they  are  severally  distri- 
buted, and  the  effects  on  the  respiratory 
1 — . movements  of  injuries,  whether  accidental 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON.  ^Z^SSd^i.!'  '''"^'  ^""  *^  *"" 

BACBSLoa  OF  MBOXCiNB. — ^FiRST  BXAici-  4.  Describe  the  tympanum  as  it  appears 

NATION. — 1841.  in  the  skeleton. 


5.  Describe  the  intimate  structure  of  a 
nerve,  a  plexus,  and  a  ganglion. 


Monday,  July  5th.— Moming,  10  to  1. 
Anatomy  and  Phytiology, 
Examiners,  Mr.  Kieman  and  Prof.  Sharpey.    p^gg  examination,  m.b.  DBoaBS.— 1841. 


Tuesday,  July  6tb.— Morning,  10  to  1. 


1.  Deecribe  briefly  the  atlas  and  vertebra  Ckemutrv 
dentate,  the  mode  of  ossification  of  these  /*      . 
bones,  and  their  articulations  with  each  other  Examiner,  Prof.  DanieU. 

and  with  the  skuU.     State  the  movemenU  of  | ,  Xwo  solutions  wiU  be  placed  before  you 

which  the  joints  in  question  are  susceptible,  marked  A  and  B.     Describe  and  explain  the 

and  the  muscles  by  which  they  are  effected,  changes  which  take  place  upon  testing  one 

2.  Describe  the  dissection  required  to  ^th  the  other.  What  do  the  solutions 
dubw  the  course  and  distribution  of  the  axil-  contain  ?  If  any  ambiguity  should  occur 
Itry  artery ;  mentioning  the  parts  cut  through  ^jj,  respect  to  either,  select  some  other  test 
or  exposed  in  the  order  they  are  met  with,  fro^  those  before  you  which  will  determine 
ind  describing  the  artery  and  its  branches  the  point. 

with  their  relations  to  the  adjacent  parts.  2.  What  salt  is  contained  in  the  solution 

3.  The  skin  being  removed  to  the  extent  marked  C  ?  The  appropriate  tests  will  be 
of  four  inches  above,  and  to  the  same  extent  pieced  before  you :  explain  the  changes 
below  the  knee,  at  the  posterior  surihce  of  i^hjch  take  place  upon  their  application. 
tiie  limb,  describe  the  parts  brought  into  3.  ^^rjjjt  ^  ^^  Newtonian  theory  of 
view  in  the  order  in  which  they  present  colours?  What  is  the  experimental  evidence 
themsehres  m  proceeding  with  the  dissec-  ^jp^^  ^\^\i  a  is  founded  ? 

tion  ffom  the  integuments  to  the  bones.  4^  What  distinction  may  be  drawn  be- 

4.  Describe  the  BurfaoeBofthecerebellmn,  ^wecn  the  temperature  of  a  body  and  the 
tuber  annulare  and  medulla  oblongata,  and  YhuA  which  it  contains  ?  Refer  to  experi- 
the  cavity  of  the  fourth  ventricle.     (The  ments. 

nerves  not  required).  5.  Explain  the  analogy  between  a  flash 

5.  Describe  the  form,  situa^n,  con-  ^f  lightning  and  the  discharge  of  a  Leydeit 
nexions,  and  structure  of  the  pancreas,  and  j^^ 

state  generally  the  nature  of  its  secretion.  ^^  What  is  the  origin  of  the  force  in  the 

6.  Give  the  structure  and  chemical  com-  Volfcaic  Battery  ?     How  is  it  accumulated  ? 
poiitioti  of  the  osseous  tissue.  y^  yj^y^^  1^  the  laws  which  limit  the 

"  combinations  of  chemical  affinity^'     lUns- 

Affcemoon,  3  to  6.  trate  them  by  examples. 

.,    „.               ,  n_  *  ov  8.  State  Ae  general  views  which  may  be 

BxMMiieft,  Mr.  Kieman  and  Prof.  Sharpey.  taken  of  the  constitution  of  salts. 

1.  llieoshinominatum,  and  the  muscles,  9.  What  are  the  respective  weights  at 
nerves,  vessels  and  fasciie  of  the  same  side  mean  pressure  and- temperature  of  100  cubie 
being  removed,  describe  the  pelvic  viscera  in  inches  of  the  following  gases  and  vapours  ? 
the  male  as  they  are  seen  in  ritii;  and  the  Hydrogen. 
bladder  and  rectum   being   turned    aside,  Oxygen, 
describe  the  parts  which  lie  between  them  Ni^wen. 
and  the  bones  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  Iodine, 
met  with  in  dissecting  from  within  outwards, 

2.  Describe  the  parte  successively  brough.  10.  What  is  the  general  constitution  of 
into  view  in  dissectiiig  a  portion  of  the  backt  the  class  of  bodies  denominated  Bihen  t 


Carbonic  Oxide. 
Carbonic  Acid. 
Ammonia. 
Sulphurous  Add. 
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Illastrate  the  subject  with  particular  ex-  Botany. 

amplea,  both  by  word*  and  symbols.  Examiner,  Rev.  Prof.  Henslow. 

"  1.  Define  the  terms  Cordatns,  Obcoi^dS' 

BACHELOR  OP  iiKDiciNF.— FIRST  EX  A-  tus,  Indnplioatus,  Trijtigus. 

MTNATioN. — 1841.  2.  Describe  Pyzidium,  Vittft,  and  dudn- 

.^    .       ,  ,    «^.       .A.  •  .    «  iruish  between  Cotyledones  aocambeates  asd 

Tue«Iay.  July  6tli.  -  Afternoon,  3  to  6.  g^cumbentes. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy*,  3.  What  are  the  principal  kinds  of  Nerva- 

Exammer,  Dr.  Pereira.  ^^J  ^^T"  \^  ,.      ,  . 

4.  Explain  what  are  the   Lbciiiic«   and 

1.  Describe  the  mode  of  preparing  Cor-  Meatus  intercellulares  of  the  cellular  tiasoe. 
rosiTe  Sublimate  ;  and  explain  the  theory  of        5.  Upon  what  does  the  Etiolation,  and 
the  process.     Enumerate  the  tests  for  this  the  FkU  of  leaves  depend  ? 

salt ;  and  state  how  you  would  proceed  to        6.  What  are  the  functions  of  the  root  ? 

deCact  it  when  mixed  with  Calomel.     What  and  the  chief   phaenomena   attending  the 

is  the  nature  of  its  chemical  action  on  the  germination  of  the  seed  ? 
animal  tissues  ?    What  are  its  antidotes  ?  7.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  different 

2.  What  is  the  most  expeditious  mode  of  parts  of  the  specimens  marked  No.  1,  2,  3. 

preparing  Hydrated  Sesquioxide  of  Iron  for 

exhibition  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  Arsenious  «,,„-», .  ,^,-,  ^^,  ,  ,,^, . «,«« 

acid  ?     What  reaction  takes  pla^e  when  the  RESTRAINT  ON  LUNATICS. 

former  is  mixed  with  a  solution  of  the  latter  

substance  ?  »       .      t%  * 

3.  Give  the  botanical  characters  of  Papa-  J^   *»>«  ^poH  of  the  Gloucester  Comity 
ver  atmniferum.     Mention  its  Linnean  class  Lan«tic  Asylum  for  the  paat  year  the  medical 

and   order,   as  weU  as  its  natural  order.  ??**"  (^"-  ^"<*"»  S*»"^»  "*^  ^»^*»»  •»<* 

Describe  the  method  of  procuring  Opium.  Mr.  Hitch),  the  following  opinion  ia  giveo 

Briefly  stote  the  distinguishing  characteristics  ^^^  ««ga«l  ^  ^^  apphcation  of  restraiat 

of  Meconic  Acid,  of  Morphia,  of  Narcotina,  ^  ™*^  '^       . , 

and  of    Codeia.    Describe  the  effects    of        Ut.  That  to  avoid  personal  restraint,  aofiw 

Opium,  and  point  out  in  what  respects  they  «8m«y  be  considered  compatible  with  secarity, 

differ  from  those  of  other  narcotics,  especially  »■«  •*^*y«  ^een  a  standing  and  peremptoxy 

Hyoscyamus.     What  is  the  immediate  cause  ™'«  o'  ^^  Institution,  and  jrtrictly  attended 

of  death  in  poisonmg  by  Opium  ?    What  ^  '^<*««'  ^  circumstances. 
are  the  principal  therapeutical  indications        ***»  That  the  combined  and  corresponding 

which  this  substance  is  calculated  to  fulfil  ?  evidence  of  several  large  lunatic  establiahmenta 

Mention  some  of  the  principal  diseases  in  l>««  clearly  shown  that  personal  restraint  may 

which  it  has  been  found  serviceable,   and  ^  avoided  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 

pomt  out  what  circumstances  permit  or  for-  ^"  formeriy  considered  either  possible  or 

bid  its  use.      What  are  the  doses  of  solid  "'^I^*"*?*"" '°  ^^  treatment  of  the  disease. 
Opium,  and  of  Thwtura   Opii,  Ph.   L.  ?        3<*»  ?°*'  ^^  disaent  from  the  genend 

What    quantity    of    Tmetura    Camphortt  proposition  that  personal  restraint  is,  nndtr 

eomporita,  Ph.  L.,  contains  one  grain  of  •''  cireunutaneei,  prejudicial;  and  are  of 

ophim?  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 

4.  In  what  cases  would  you  prefer  Emetic  ^"  "^^  "P®"  **>«  subject,  the  experiment 
Tartar,  as  a  sudorific,  to  Dover's  powder,  ™  ^^^  7^^  *»**"  virtually  and  reaUy  tried  in 
and  tfire  vend  ?  Under  what  circumstances  •"V  ^8:*  esUblishment :  the  confinement  of 
would  the  latter  be  preferable  to  the  former  ?  «*fr«ctory  patients  in  their  cells  being  not 
What  are  the  respective  doses  of  these  sub-  ^^^^  ■"  obvious  personal  restraint,  but  most 
stances  when  employed  to  produce  sweating?  *""nic»l  to  the  future  recovery  of  the  pa- 
What  means  would  you  adopt  to  promote  ***"*■• 

the  operation  of  sudorific  medicines  ?  ^^"»  That  the  moral  restraint  of  example, 

5.  What  are  the  characteristics  of  good  *^**  "  ^  ^7*  ***«  disposition  of  lunatics  to 
Extract  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  With  what  sub-  ^^  '".**>  **»«  **»*>»*■  of  a  large  asylum,  in 
stances  is  the  Hydraryyri  Ammonio-ehlori^  compliance  with,  as  it  appears,  and  in  imito- 
<f«m,  Ph.  L.,  frequently  adulterated,  and  *'^"  °'»  ^*  examples  of  those  with  whom 
how  would  you  recognize  their  presence  ?  ^^^^  associate,  is  a  most  influential  agent  in 

6.  What  is  the  class  and  order,  in  Cuvier's  ^  treatment  of  the  disease,  and  gives  to 
arrangement,  of  Moechua  moachiferutT  ^'"^  establishments  a  power  of  avoiding 
From  what  part  of  the  animal  is  musk  pro-  P*^"**"**^  restraint  to  an  extent  which  csn 
cured?     What  is  the  dose  of  this  substance  ?  ^^^  difficulty  be  accomplished  in  smaller 

institutions,  and  has  always  been  fbund  im- 

'vmber  of  candldatM,  80.  practicable  in  private  families. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS.  SPECIMEN   OF  THE  EFFECT  OP  A 

(Circnlar.)  LIGATURE  UPON  THE  FEMORAL 

ARTERY. 

Dear  Sir,  ■ 

It  baying  been  long  felt  desirable  that  the  Profbssor   Harrison  said  he  had  lately 

medical  gentlemen  connected  with  lunatic  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  artery 

asylums  should   be  better  known  to  each  of  a  man  who  had  been  operated  on  for 

other — should  communicate  more  freely  the  poplit^  anemism  about  eight  or  nine  years 

results  of  their  individual  experience — should  Hft  in  the  Richmond  Hospital.  '    The  case 

co-operate  in  collecting  statistical  information  had   been  under  the  care  of  the  late  Dr. 

relating  to  insanity — and,  above  all,  should  McDowell,  who  took  up  the  artery  in  the 

assist  each  other  in  improving  the  treatment  upper  third  of  the  thigh,  and  the  men  was 

of  the  insane, — several  gentlemen  who  have  discharged,  cured,  in  the  course  of  a  few 

the  conduct  of  lunatic  asylums  have  deter-  ^eeks.     He  continued  to  enjoy  good  health 

mined  on  making  an  attempt  to  form  V  an  until  a  short  time  since,  when  he  was  at- 

Association  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Lunatic  backed  with  bronchitis,   for  which  he  was 

Asylums.''  taken  into  Sir  Patrick  Dun's  Hospital.    At 

For  this  purpose  they  propose  to  meet  the  time  of  his  admission  he  was  in  a  state 

annually y  at  the  time  and  place  *^  the  British  of  great  exhaustion,  and  survived  only  a  few 

Association  for  the  Cultivation  of  Science"  days.     On  dissection,  the  lungs  were  foUnd 

shall  select  for  holding  their  meetings;  and  tp   be  emphysematous,   and  exhibited  the 

to  hold  a  first  or  prelimmary  meeting  this  anatomical  characters  of  bronchitis.     There 

year,  on  the  29th  of  July  next,  at  Devonport.  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the  heart,  except 

I  have  been  requested  by  these  gentlemen  some   hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle, 

to  learn  how  far  their  brethren   will  co-  but   the  aorta  shewed  numerous   traces  of 

operate  with  them;   and  I  shall  feel  it  a  organic  alteration.     It  retained  its  cylindrical 

personal  kindness,  therefore,  if  you  will,  as  form,  without  any  tendency  to  collapse  of 

soon  as  possible,  give  me  your  opinion  upon  its  walls,  and  at  some  points  the  sides  of  the 

this  proposed  Association,  and  also  inform  vessel  could  not  be  approximated  without 

me  if  you  will  give  it  your  support.  considerable  force.     Its  interior  was  found 

I  beg  to  remain,  dear  sir.  to  be  thickly  studded  with  calcareous  scales. 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  servant,  covered  in  most  places  by  the  lining  mem- 

Samubl  Hitcr,  brane,     but    in     some    the    lining    mem- 
Resident  Physician,  Gloucester  brane  was    deficient    over  the    calcareous 

Gloucester  June  ,«  3                      ''"''"'         ^'^''''     ^*  ^«  P^  ^1>«^«  '^^  %»ture  had 
Gloucester,  June  19, 1841. been  applied  upon  the  femoral  artery,  there 

was  obliteration  of  the  canal  of  the  vessel  to 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS.  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half.      Half  an 

NUMBER  OF  STUDENTS.  "**^^  abovc  this  obliterated  portion,  the  pro- 

fimda  artery  arose,  and  appeared  to  be  con- 

_      ^  „     .  siderably  dihited.     Below  it    the  femoral 

Thb  following  are  the  nurobera  of  medical  artery  was  pervious  down  to  the  ham,  where 

students  at  the  American  Universities  during  it  again  became  obliterated  to  the  extent  of 

the  past  season.  about  two  inches.      The  articular  arteries 

Univer»iiy  of  Pennsylvania.— The  entire  were  enlarged.— Dui/m  Journal  of  Medical 

numbersofthoseattendingthemedicalclasses.  Science,  July,  1841. 

4X  V* ^ 

Albany  Medical  College.  —  The   entire         «^,«^,. 

number  of  st..dents  122,  of  whom  29  have  POISONING  WITH  ANTIMONY. 

taken  degrees  in  medicine.  

Ineiitute  of  Louisville.  —  The    medical  ^R<  Lohmeikr,  of  Schonebeck,  has  related 

class  numbered  205.  some  interesting   cases  of  poisoning  with 

Geneva  College. — ^Total  number  of  medical  antimony  which  occurred  to  workmen  em- 
students  136,  of  whom  34  graduated  in  .ployed  in  the  manufacture  of  anatomical 
medicine.  preparations.    They  were  exposed,  in  their 

Harvard  University. — Number  of  medical  operations,  to  the  vapoura  of  oxide  of  anti- 
students,  88.  mony,    antimonious  and  antimonic    acids, 

Transylvania    University.  —  Number  of  "nd  hydrochlorate  of  antimony.     TTie  symp- 

medical  students  254,  of  whom  62  received  ^ms  were,  slight  pain   of  the  head,  with 

the  degree  of  M.D. — American  Journal  of  tightness  of  the  chest,  gradually  increasing 

Medical  Science.  to  pain,  and  severe  stitehes,  and  accompanied 

^^_^  with  a  dry,  racking  cough.     To  these  symp- 

toms  succeeded  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands ; 
burning  and  lancinating  pains  at  the  back  of 
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the  neck  and  head;  scanty  expectoration, 
accompanied  with  ubilooa  r&les ;  nocturnal 
sweatSf  and  diminished  appetite.  Diarrhoea^ 
with  griping  pains,  and  enlargement  of  the 
abdomen,  came  on,  and  subsequently  stnn- 
gnary,  pains  of  the  testicles,  with  loss  of 
desire,  proceeding  to  actual  impotence,  and 
ultimately  shrinking  of  the  penis,  and 
atrophy  of  the  testicles.  Tbe  symptoms, 
after  cQsappearing  under  treatment,  broke 
out  afresh  on  the  indiriduals  being  again 
exposed  to  the  anatomical  yapours.  Dr. 
Lohmeier  recommends  local  bleedings,  and 
the  administration  of  bark,  for  the  treatment, 
and  strong  currents  of  air  through  the  menu- 
faetories,  for  the  prevention  of  the  injurious 
effbcts  to  which  the  workmen  are  exposed.— > 
0up€r^9  (WoehenMehfift,  April  and  May 
1840  J  Bdinburffh  Monihly  Journal  ^ 
Medieai  Science, 

THE  ART  RATHXR  THAN  THB  SCIENCE 

OF  SURGERY. 

We  find  from  a  late  number  of  "  L'Exp^- 
rience,"  that  in  the  short  time  since  the  first 
performance  of  the  operation  for  squinting, 
no  less  than  49  different  instruments  for  its 
performance  have  been  invented  in  France 
and  Germany,  and  are  to  be  found  at  M. 
Charriers's.  We  fear  that  a  considerable 
addition  to  their  number,  if  not  to  their 
utility,  might  be  made  from  our  own  coun- 
try. Hie  chief  inventors  are  MM.  Dieffen- 
bach,  Fhiltips,  Jules  Gu^rin,  Velpeau, 
Leroy  d'Etiolles,  and  Lucien  Boyer. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  OEMTLBMKN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Monday^  June  28. 

G.  H.Williams.— H.  B.  Qreene.->Q.  Canney. 
—J.  Hariison.— J.  Uthgow.  — T.  B.  Anstie.— 
8.  Beecroft.— 8.  J.  Boulter.— R.  Sharpe. 

Friday  f  July  2. 

C.  McCarthy.— J.  8.  Collins.— T.  Beale.— O. 
Ckxld.— O.  P.  Blacker.— H.  P.  Haydon.— E.  Vise. 
— T.  Guv,  —  F.  Wood.  —  G-  B.  FOrtas.  —  R.  R. 
Perry.— M.  Spotswood.— R.  Buchanan^W.  G. 
TUey. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

We  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  annonnoe- 
ment  from  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  by  which  it  appears  that 
die  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  York,  on 
Tuesday,  the  3d  of  August,  and  the  two 
following  days.  Dr.  Steed,  of  Southampton, 
is  President  for  the  present  year,  and  Dr. 
Goldie,  of  York,  the  President-elect. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  26th  June,  1841. 

SmaU  Pox IS 

Measles  34 

Scarlatina  14 

Hooping  Cough  *. ao 

Croup  ; s 

Thrush    9 

Diarrhoea    a 

S'sentery  0 

olera 0 

Inflnenxa 5 

Typhus    14 

Erysipelas 9 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  143 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 26S 

Diseases  ot  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 18 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  54 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 5 

Childbed 6 

Ovarian  Dropsy  ,  o 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c i 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 1 

Ulcer    0 

Fistala   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 75 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 46 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    as 

Causes  not  specified  a 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 755 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32"  AT. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  FT.  qf  Greenwich, 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thursday,  June  10. 

Bdwtn  Fennel,  Brig:bton.-^anies  Thompson, 
Clitheroe.  -  Thomas  John  Blake, : Salisbury.— 
Richard  Henry  Bonner,  Spaldins^.—  Henry  Lanff. 
—Edward  Halford.— Benjamin  Arthur  Brickwell, 
Amersham  Bucks. 

Thursday  June  17,  1841. 

Oeorve  Wakefield,  London.  —  Huich  Rrclcs 
Walker.  Chesterfield.  —  William  Evan  Mo«, 
I^ncaster. 


Junf. 

Wednesday  M 

July. 

Thursday  .  1 

Friday ...  a 

Saturday  .  S 

Sunday  .  .  4 

Monday .  .  5 

Tuesday    .  6 


Thbrmombtbr. 
from  Mto66 


61 
58 

58 
56 
63 
56 


66 

68 
75 
72 
73 
67 


Baeometer* 

»*88  to  ao-oa 


ao'oa 

80*09 
80*10 
29-»i 
90*03 
29-61 


29*96 
80*10 
80-00 
20*96 
29*89 
29*80 


Winds  variable,  S.W  prevailior. 

On  the  aotb,  ult.  generally  clear.  The  isC 
inst.  and  followinff  day,  overcast,  with  fluent 
showers  of  rain.  The  4th,  and  following  day, 
generally  cloudy;  rain  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
4th.  The  6tlH  morning  cloudy,  with  heavy  rain  ; 
otherwise  clear. 

CH\Bi.Ea  Henry  Adams. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  formerly,  to  prescribe  medicated  drinks  of 

^y  ^m  this  kind ;  and  one  pleasant,  but  neglected' 

ptisan  still  lingers  in  our  Pharmacopoeia, 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  the  decoctum  hordei  compositum.    Now-a- 

PHYSIC,  ^ys  we  are  contented  with  the  simple  barley 

, -  -r.    ,   ,,~  ,,         ,      -  water,  toast  and  water,  weak  tea,  gruel,  and 

Deltwred  ai  Ktng  9  CoUeffe,  Londtm,  ^^  y^^^    Th^ge  dUuents  should  be  takeq 

By  Dr.  Watson  warm,  and  for  persons  who  are  very  feeble  or 

exhausted,  they  may  be  made  gently  cordiaij 

'  weak   negus,  for  example,  or  white  wine 

LBCTuaE  XLII.  whey,  may  be  given. 

^^                                                          .  External  warmth,  being  what  nature  and 

Trtatmtwt  fff  lAiermtttent  Fever :  durtng  common  sense  would  suggest,  is  certainly 

the  paroxyem ;  during  the  mtermieeion.  advisable  and  beneficial  in  the  cold  fit ;  even 

Pr^phyhuria.  the  ^arm  bath,  if  it  can  be  procured.    In 

I  WAS  about,  when  we  last  separated,  to  some  places  it  is  the  custom  to  await  an  ex** 

consider  the  treatment  of  ague :  first,  during  pected  fit  in  the  warm  bath.    When  this 

the  paroxysm ;  secondly,  during  the  inter-  cannot  so  oonyeniently  be    obtained,  the 

missions.  pediluvium  may  be  employed;  or  the  pa- 

Treatmeni  during  the  fii. — In  this  cli-  tient  may  be  put  into  a  warmed  bed,  and 

mate  we  need  not,  I  say,  encumber  a  patient  have  bags  of  hot  salt  or  bran  applied  to  his 

in  an  ague-fit  with  too  muph  help.     But  in  epigastrium ;  and  a  hot  bottle,  or  a  hot 

hot  countries,  where  Uie  disorder  is  apt  to  brick,  wrapped  up  in  flannel,  to  his  feet.   Or» 

run  into  the  remittent,  or  even  the  con-  what  perhaps  is  best  of  all,  he  may  have  a 

tinned  form,  and  where,  during  its  violent  hot  air  bath  applied  to  Aim,  as  he  lies  in  bed. 

and  rapid  course,  internal  organs  are  liable  TUa  may  be  very  easily  done,  by  means  of  a 

to  sustain  serious  damage,  the  best  and  in-  semicylinder  or  cradle  of  wicker  work,  closed 

deed  almost  the  only  time  for  the  effectual  atone  extremity  by  a  board.    This  is  laid 

interference  of  the  physician  is  in  the  first  over  the  patient,   and  then  covered  with 

assault  or  paroxysm  of  the  disease.  blankets.     Through  a  hole  in  the  centre  of 

The  objects  of  treatment  during  the  pa-  the  board  one  end  of  a  curved  iron  tube  is 
roxysm  are,  to  alleviate  the  uneasy  sensa-  passed ;  the  other  end,  expanded  into  a  bell, 
tions  of  the  patient ;  to  abridge,  if  possible,  looks  downwards  ;  and  a  spirit  lamp  being 
their  duration,  by  shortening  the  fit ;  and  placed  beneath  it,  the  air  between  the  wicker 
to  avert  the  danger  which,  under  certain  work  and  the  sick  person  is  soon  made  very 
circumstances,  may  arise  from  intense  in-  hot.  This  apparatus  was  constructed,  and  in- 
ternal congestion  long  continued,  or  from  troduced  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  many 
the  severity  of  particidar  symptoms.  years  ago,  by  Dr.  Gower ;  and  we  often  find  it 

Now  in  the  cold  stage  of  ague,  diluent  of  the  greatest  utility.     External  warmth 

<irtM^«  have  been  recommended,  and  corJtaiir,  applied  in  some  one  of  these  ways,  affords 

sod    external  warmth,    and    opium,  and  singular   comfort    oftentimes,  and  contri- 

emetiee,  and  blood-letting.    One  would  sup-  butes  to  shorten  the  cold  stage.    And  the 

pose  that  if  some  of  these  expedients  were  same  may  be  said  of  friction,  with  stimulat- 

useful,  others  could  scarcely  be  so  too.    The  ing  liniments,  along  the  course  of  the  spine. 

iii/tt«fi/ <frtfiit«  are  very  proper  :  and  I  should  Lind  found  Uiat,  in  children,  rubbing  the 

allow  the  patient  to  use  Ma  own  discretion  spine  with  an  embrocation  composed  of  equal 

in  the  choice  of  them.     It  was  customary,  parts  of  soap  liniment,  and  laudanum,  at 

711.— XXVIII.  2  S 
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the  approach  of  the  cold  stage,  often  pre-  aymptoms.     **  Emetics  (says  Dr.  Mackin- 

vented  the  paroxysm.  tosh,  in  his  Practice  qf  Phync)  have  been 

Opium  has  often  been  exhibited  in  the  often  extolled,  but  I  believe  every  expe- 

cold  stage,  with  the  view  of  cutting  short  rienced  tropical  physician  will  agree  with  me 

the  fit ;  and  not  without  some  success.   The  in   cautioning  young   practitioners   against 

strongest  evidence  of  its  usefulness  in  that  their  indiscriminate   employment.      Irrita- 

stage  of  the  paroxysm  is  furnished  by  Dr.  bility   of  the  stomach  is  one  of  the  most 

Trotter,  in  his  Medicina  Nauiica.     Agues  frequent  and  troublesome  symptoms ;  and 

being  very  frequent  among  the  crew  of  the  once  excited,  it  is  always  (Ufficult,  and  in 

Vengeance,  he  resolved  to  try  the  full  effect  many   cases  impossible,  to   restrain  it.     I 

of  opium  in  preventing  the  fit.     At  its  first  have  seen  emetics  exhibited  and  the  vomit- 

approach,  a  dose  of  laudanum  (never  les^  ing  has  continued  till  death,   in   spite  of 

than  thirty  drops')  was  given  ;  if  this  did  not  every  remedy." 

bring  on  some  warmth  within  ten  or  fifteen  Lately,  the  practice  of  blood-hitimg  in 
minutes,  from  twelve  to  twenty  drops  more  the  cold  stage  has  been  revived  (for  it  ia  not 
were  administered.  In  most  cases,  "  in  a  a  new  practice),  and  strongly  recommended 
few  minutes  an  exhiliration  of  spirits  was  by  the  physician  whose  name  I  have  jnst 
perceived :  the  pulse  from  being  weak,  mentioned ;  and  whose  opinion  carries  with 
^ quick,  and  sometimes  irregular,  became  less  it  the  more  weight  from  its  having  been 
frequent,  full,  and  equal  ;  an  agreeable  founded  on  much  personal  experience  in  the 
warmth  was  diQused  over  the  whole  frame,  treatment  of  these  fevers.  Dr.  Madntoah 
and  every  unpleasant  feeling  vanished,  some-  affirms  that  bleeding,  performed  in  the  cold 
times  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  patients  stage,  will  often  stop  at  once  the  paroxysm, 
were  themselves  surprised  at  the  sudden  and  with  it  the  disease :  that  even  when  its 
change  in  their  sensations."  Dr.  Trotter  curative  effects  are  less  decisive,  it  will  gene- 
speaks  of  these  as  being  the  completest  rally  stop  the  cold  stage,  and  shorten  the 
cures  that  ever  came  under  his  observation,  paroxysm,  and  mitigate  its  severity,  and 
If,  at  the  next  period,  the  paroxysm  threat-  afford  speedy  and  great  ease  to  the  dis- 
ened  to  recur,  the  opiate  was  repeated  tressful  sensations  of  the  patient ;  and  that 
always  with  the  same  success.  '*  Few  in-  any  subsequent  paroxysms  that  may  occur 
stances  were  met  with  where  any  indisposi-  will  be  mild  and  few.  One  bleeding,  he 
tion  indicated  a  third  attack  at  the  expected  says,  is  commonly  sufficient ;  sometimes  two 
period  of  accession."  Notwithstanding  this  are  required ;  seldom  more  than  two.  The 
testimony,  it  appears  that  opium  is  still  blood  is  to  be  suffered  to  flow  till  the  pa- 
better  adapted  to  another  stage  of  the  tient  feels  relief:  which  usually  consists  in 
paroxysm.  liberation  from  pain  of  the  head  and  loins  ; 

Emetics  were  formerly  much  prescribed  in  freedom  of  respiration ;    the  departure  of 

the   cold   stage,    at  its  earliest  approach,  the  painful  sensation  of  cold ;  and  the  ces- 

CuUen   recommends  them ;   and  they  may  sation  of  the  tremors  and  of  the  debility, 

sometimes  be  useful,  in  spite  of  Chomel's  Most  of  the  patients  fall  asleep  alter  the 

assertion  that  they  are  always  hurtful.   That  operation.     These  effects  have   been   pro- 

they  have  gone  so  much  out  of  fashion  is,  duced  by  the  abstraction  of  an  ounce  and 

however,  a  proof  that  they  cannot  be  de-  half  of  blood  ;    they  have  sometimes  (but 

pended  upon  for  cutting  short  the  paroxysm,  rarely)  required  for  their  production  twenty 

Vomiting  is  itself  no  small  distress  to  many  ounces. 

persons  ;   and  for  my  own  part,  T  should  Now  this  is  the  piece  of  practice  to  which 

not  think  of  giving  an  emetic  unless  some  I  adverted  at  the  close  of  yesterday's  lec- 

indications  of  a  loaded  and  oppressed  state  ture,  as  being,  in  my  humble  opinion,  inex- 

of  the  stomach  were  present ;   such  as  nan-  pedient,  and  not  to  be   recommended  ;  at 

sea,  an  ill  taste  in  the  month,  a  coated  tongue,  least    in   the  agues   of   this  country.       I 

and  foul  breath.     A  scruple  of  ipecacuan  have  seen  a  good  many  cases  first  and  last, 

will  even  then  be  sufficient.     The  object  is  and  certainly   I  have  never  seen   one  in 

to  empty  the  stomach  effectually,  but  mildly,  which  I  could  have  thought  such  an  heroic 

I  would  not  give  antimony.     Irritability  of  remedy  necessary,   in  the  cold  stage;    if 

the  stomach,  in  the  sev  erer  of  these  fevers,  is  indeed  it  be,  in  that  stage,  a  remedy  at  all. 

too  apt  to  arise  spontaneously.     Sir  Gilbert  But  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  my  experience 

Blane  tells  us  that  the  greatest  impediment  alone,   or   my  judgment,   to  that  of  Dr. 

to  the  cure  of  the  severer  inter mittents  at  Macintosh.     His   method    has  been  tried, 

Walcheren,  in  their  early  stages,  proceeded  since  he  first  made   it   public,   by    various 

from   the  extreme  irritability  of  stomach,  practitioners  in  this  country.    Drs.Townsend 

which  made  it  difficult  to  administer  the  re-  and  Law,  of  Dublin,  found  it  faU  in  the 

quisite  medicines.     In  hotter  climates  nausea  majority  of  cases.     In  Dr.  Stokes's  hands, 

and  vomiting  are  still  more  common  and  the  most  usual  effect  of  blood-letting  in  the 

more  urgent;    and  we  have  to  guard  against  cold  stage  was,  to  check  the  shivering;  and, 

the   risk  of  inducing  or  aggravating  these  next  to  this,  to  mitigate  its  severity,  without 
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mbridging  its  duration.     In  most  instances,  Since  that  time  I  have  preecribed  an  opiate 

no  modification  was  produced  of  the  hot  and  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  patients  labour- 

of  the  sweating  stages.     In  Dr.   Kelly's  ing  under  this  disease  ;  and  I  observed  that 

experience,  the  general  effect  was,  to  shorten  if  taken  during  the  intermission,  it  had  not 

the  cold  stage,  and  to  render  the  hot  one  the  least  efiect,  either  in  preventing  or  miti- 

milder;    but  in  some  cases  it  seemed  to  gating  the   succeeding  lit;    when  given  in 

aggravate  the  symptoms.     Mr.  Gill  found  the  cold  fit,  it  once  or  twice  seemed  to  re- 

that, .  although  the  blood-letting  might  cut  move  it ;  but  when  given  half  an  hour  after 

short  the.cold  stage,  it  appeared  to  lengthen  the  commencement  of  the  hot  fit,  it  gene- 

the  period  of  febrile  disturbance.  rally  gave  immediate  reliet" 

Confining  myself,  then,  to  intermittents  as  Dr.  Und  goes  on  to  state  tiiat  he  found 

they  shew  themselves  in  this    climate,   I  the  influence  of  opium  more  uniform  and 

cannot  advise  you  to  adopt  the  practice  constant  in  intermitting  fever  than  in  any 

introduced  by  Dr.  Macintosh  —  of  bleeding  other  disease ;  and  more  quick  and  sensible 

in  the  eold  stage.     I  object  to  it  because  it  than  that  of  any  other  medicine, 

appears  to  me  quite  unnecessary ;  because  Very  little  need  be  said  in  regard  to  the 

it  is  not  such  as  the  nature  of  the  sjrmptoms  sweating  stage.     Up  to  a  certain  point  the 

would  suggest ;  because  it  tends  to  produce  perspiration  is  to  be  promoted  and  enoou- 

snbaequent  debility,  which  we  should  not  raged.     When  the  uneasy  feelings  of  the 

needlessly  inflict ;   and  because  the  ezpe-  patient  have  abated,  it  should  be  restrained ; 

rience  of   other   sober-minded  men,  who  not  suddenly,  but  with  caution.     Now  the 

have  given  the  method  a  fair  trial,  does  not  sweating  may  be  promoted  by  diluents ;  by 

bear    out    the    statements    made    by  Dr.  keeping   the  patient  in  bed,'  and  covered 

Macintosh  in  respect  to  its  usefulness.  with  moderately  warm  clothes ;  by  sippings 

At  the  same  time,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  hot  gruel,  or  of  hot  chicken  broth,     (hi 

of  nearly  a  hundred  cases  adduced  by  Dr.  the  other  hand,  when  the  sweating  has  con- 

Macintoflh  to  illustrate  the  efficacy  of  this  tinned  long  enough,  it  may  be  stopped  by 

measure,   I  think  it  highly  probable  that  drying  the  patient   carefully  with  towels, 

Uood-letting  may  constitute  the  most  im-  changing  his  linen,  and  getting  him  up,  out 

portant  part  of  the  treatment, .  in  the  very  of  bed. 

outset  of  the  severer  malarious  fevers  of  hot  It  is  well  to  bear  all  this  in  mind ;  but  I 

dimates ;  attended  as  they  are  with  a  degree  repeat  once  more  that  in  'agues,  such  as  you 

of  internal  congestion  and  disturbance  whieh  are  likely  to  meet  with  in  this  country,  it  is 

is  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  vital  organs,  unnecessary,  and  therefore  objectionable,  to 

If,  in  this  country,  bleeding  be  requisite  be  over-6twy  during  the  paroxysm.  Wherever 
at  all,  it  is  in  the  hot  stage.  But  it  is  not  re-  the  disorder  assumes  a  distinctiy  intermitting 
quisite  at  all,  except  when  there  appears  to  be  form,  the  most  important  part  of  the  prac- 
danger  of  some  internal  inflammation.  The  tice  is  that  to  be  employed  during  the  inter- 
best  remedy  of  the  hot  stage  is  undoubtedly  missions.  Now  there  are  certain  general 
opium.  Dr.  Lind,  who  wrote  after  large  remedies  advised  for  adoption  in  this  period ; 
experience,  says  that  be  never  saw  a  person  and  there  are  certain  specific  remedies.  The 
die  in  the  odd  fit,  but  had  known  several  general  remedies  are  bleeding,  emetics,  and 
carried  off  in  the  hot  one,  with  strong  con-  purgatives.  They  need  not  detain  us  a  mo- 
vnlsions  and  delirium.  He  happened  to  ment.  Blood-letting  may  be  used  if  there  be 
notice  the  beneficial  effect  of  an  opiate  given  any  apparent  tendency  to  local  inflammation, 
wfaUe  tiie  patient  was  very  hot  and  feverish,  or  any  marks  of  severe  topical  congestion ; 
He  determined  therefore  to  make  further  especially  in  young  and  robust  subjects, 
trial  of  opium  in  the  parq^ysm.  **  Having  Barring  such  circumstances,  there  can  be  no 
at  that  time  (says  he)  twenty-five  patients  occasion  to  bleed  your  patient  in  the  inter- 
labouring  under  intermitting  fevers,  I  pre-  missions. 

scribed  an  opiate  for  each  of  them,  to  be  An  emetic  given  a  short  time  before  the 

taken  immediatefy  qfter  the  hot  fit,  provided  expected  paroxysm  has  been  known  to  pre- 

tfae  patient  had  then  any  inquietude,  head-  vent  its  accession ;  and  even  has  sometimes 

ache,  or  any  such  sjrmptom  usually  subse-  cured  the  disease.     But  we  can  stop  the 

qoeot  to  the  fever.     The  consequence  was,  paroxysms  by  gentler  and  better  means ;  so 

that  nineteen  in  twenty-two  received  imme-  that  I  should  not  prescribe  an  emetic  unless  I 

diate  relief;  the  other  thzee  had  no  occasion  saw  symptoms  of  a  foul  and  loaded  stomach. 

to  take  it."  Purgatives  should  always  be  given  at  the 

"  Encouraged  by  this  surprising  success,  I  outset.     They  clear  the  stomach  and  intes- 

aext  day  ordered  the  opium  to  be  given  tines  of  hurtfol  accumulations,  which  are 

durmg  the  hot  fit.     In  eleven  patients  out  apt  to  impede  the  beneficial  operation  of  the 

of  twelve  to  whom  it  was  thus  administered,  quina,  or  of  other  drugs  given  to  check  the 

it  removed  the  headache,  abated  the  fever,  disorder.     I  mentioned  in  the  last  lecture 

and  produced  a  profose  sweat ;  which  was  my  own  cttstom  in  this  matter ;  via.  to  give 

soon    followed  by  a  perfect  intermission,  a  couple  or  three  grains  of  calomel  with 
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eight  or  ten  of  rhubarb  at  bed-time ;  and  the  better  acqoainted.    The  gnmp  of  symptoms 

specific  remedies  may  be  commenced  with  is  so  distinct,  that  we  hare  no  trouble  or 

the  next  day.  doubt  as  to  tiie  diagnosis ;  and  ezperienoe 

Of    these  specific  remedies,    bark    and  has  taught  us  a  remedy  wliich  is  all  but  in- 
arsenic  are  by  far  the  most  certain  andim-  fallible. 

portant;   but  a  multitude  of  others  have  The  discovery  of  quina  and  its  salts  formed 

been  highly  praised  for  possessing  similar  a  great  era  in  the  history  of  the  materia 

▼irtnes.     I  shall  by  and  by  say  a  word  or  medica.    As  far  as  my  own  experience  goes, 

two  about  9ome  of  these,  because  bark  is  the  sulphate  of  quina  has  quite  supernded 

dear,  and  arsenic  is  scarcely  a  safe  drug  to  tiie  necessity  for  exhibiting  any  othier  form 

be  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  unprofessional  of  cinchona  for  the  cure  of  ague.    Before 

persons ;  and  it  is  often  expedient,  in  coun-  quina  was  unshronded  by  the  chemist,  tiie 

try  places,  where  agues  are  rife,  to  provide  bark  in  substance  was  the  only  form  in  which 

the  poor  witib  remedies  which  they  may  have  the  remedy  could  be  confidenUy  relied  upon ; 

at  hand ;    and  which  should  both  be  rea-  and  I  am  old  enough  to  be  aware  of  the  in* 

sonably  cheap,  and  perfectly  safe.  finite  superiority  of  the  salt,  over  the  actual 

I  shall  not  detain  you  with  any  account  bark.    To  obtam  the  desired  effect,  it  was 

of  the  diiBculties  and  objections  whidi  were  often  necessary  to  give  it  in  such  quantitiea 

thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  as  almost  justified  Mr.  Abemethy's  sarcaatie 

upon    its    introduction    into   the     materia  way  of  speaking  of  it  and  of  physicians, 

medica  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  He  said  the  doctors  talked  of  throwing  in 

century.     Its  use  met  with  the  most  violent  tfie  bark,  as  if  it  were  to  be  pitched  into  the 

opposition,  even  from   physicians  of   the  stomach  with  a  shovel,     llie  sulphate  of 

highest  authority.     It  was  resisted  by  StaU  quina  lies  in  a  much  smaller  compass,  and  a 

and  Hoffman ;   and  .Boerhaave  was  never  more  commodious  form ;   and  it  does  not 

quite  reconciled  to  it.     Sydenham,  by  his  cause  that  insupportable  nausea  which  the 

example  and  recommendation,  greatly  pro-  woody  mass  of  the  powdered  bark  waa  so 

moted  its  adoption  in  this  country.     All  apt  to  occarion. 

this  history  is  sufficiently  curious  and  in-  I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  two,  and 

teresting,  but  I  have  no  time  for  it :   and  sometimes  three,  grains  of  the  sulphate  of 

you  will  doubtless  hear  it  from  one  of  my  quina  every  four  or  six  hours  during  tfaeinter- 

colleagues.     I  will  merely  say  that  in  the  mission,  to  thosepatients whom  I  haveoocaaion 

Peruvian  bark  we  have  one  of  the  very  few  to  treat  for  ague.    This  plan  has  succeeded 

fpeeiflct  that  we  can  boast  of  possessing ;  and  so  well,  that  I  have  never  been  tempted  to 

that,  unlike  most  other  highly  vaunted  sub-  try  any  other.     I  may,  indeed,  say  that  I 

stances,  so   far   from  fiilUng  off   from  the  have  never  known  it  fidl  to  stop  an  ague ; 

accounts  first  given  of  its  virtues,   it  has  and  that  in  a  short  time :  so  that  very  few 

acquired  in  the  lapse  of  time  an  increase  and  paroxysms  have  occurred  after  the  patient 

stability  of  reputation.  has  b^;un  to  take  the  medicine.    You  may 

Neither  shall  I  enter  at  all  into  the  con-  give  it  in  the  infusion  of  roses,  which  con- 
sideration of  the  qualities  of  the  several  tains  a  convenient  quantity  of  sulphuric  add 
species  of  cinchona  ;  nor  of  the  several  to  ensure  the  solution  of  the  sulphate  of 
principles  that  maybe  educed  from  them  ;  quina.  It  changestfaeoolour  of  the  infusion, 
nor  or  the  modes  in  which  the  quina  even  however,  and  renders  it  pinker  and  opaque, 
may  be  best  procured.  This  would  not  be-  Whether  the  draught  be  more  or  less  elcfpuit 
long  legitimately  to  my  province.  I  must  on  that  account,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
suppose  that  the  profiessors  of  chemistry  and  say ;  I  know  that  the  virtue  of  the  quina  b 
of  materia  medica  have  furnished  you  with  not  interfered  w^th  by  the  change.  In 
the  sulphate  of  quina,  which  is  the  only  private  practice,  I  commonly  prescribe  as 
preparation  of  the  bark  I  intend  particularly  many  drops  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  as  there 
to  notice  :  and  my  business  is  to  teU  you  are  grains  of  the  quina,  with  a  drachm  of  the 
what  I  know  in  respect  to  its  employment  tincture  of  orange  peel,  and  a  drachm  of  tlie 
as  a  remedy /or  ague.  syrup  of  the  same ;  completing  the  draught 

I  may  observe,  however,  that  this  is  a  with  water.    This  I  find  my  patiente  oom- 

remedy  to  which  we  could  never  have  been  monly  approve  of,  except  in  its  bitterness, 

led  by  any  process  of  reasoning.     It  Is  a  which,  in  solution,  nothing  can  disguise. 

matter  of  pure  empiricism.      We    know  Or  the  salt  maybe  administered  in  the  shape 

nothing  of  tne  seat  or  the  essential  nature  of  a  pill :  it  is  best,  however,  and  surast  in 

of  the  disease ;  we  are  equally  in  the  dark  solution. 

as  to  the  ntodue  operandi  of  the  quina  in  A  question  has  been  raised,  whether  tiiis 

curing  it ;  yet  our  knowledge  of  ague,  upon  remedy  should  be  given  in  repeated  doses 

the  whole,  estimated  in  reference  to  ite  pre-  during  the  intermissions,  or  whether  one 

cision  and  practical  bearing,  is  more  satis-  very  large  dose  should  be  given  a  short  time 

factory  than  of  many  other  complaints,  with  before  the  paroxysm  is  expected.    Dr.  Home 

the  seat  and  nature  of  which  we  are  much  made  some  experimente  on  that  point  in  the 
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clinical  wards  of  the  Bdinbargh  Infirmary,  taste.     It  is  an  important  thing  to  know, 

some  time  ago;   and  he  thought  that  the  therefore*  that  it  has  been  found'  scarcely 

result  was  in  favour  of  the  plan  of  giving  less  effectual,  in  curing  the  disease,  when 

the  bark  regularly  at  short  intervals;    I  have  thrown  up  into  the  rectum.    The  menstruum 

told  you  the  amount  of  my  own  experience,  in  which  it  is  dissolved  should  not  exceed 

which,  however,  is  not  very  great ;  nor  have  two  or  three  ounces,  .lest  the  bowel  should 

I  had  any  severe  cases  to  deal  with.     I  reject  it.     Its  expulsion  may  sometimes  be 

think  it  not  improbable  that  my  patients  prevented  by  adding  a  few  drops  of  laudanum 

would  have  been  cured  quite  as  soon  if  I  to  the  enema. 

had  given  the  remedy  in  half  the  strength.  It  is  said  that  bark  in  substance  will 

Dr.  Barker,  of  Dublin,   has  found  small  sometimes  cure  the  disease  when  quina  fails, 

doses  equally  effectual  with  large  ones  ;  and  I  have  never  witnessed  this  :    but  in  ob- 

this  is  very  likely  to  be  the  case  with  tpeeific  stinate  cases  I  would  give  the  quina  in  the 

remedies.     It  would  appear,  however,  that  decoction  of  bark. 

in  some  quartans  it  is  better  to  give  large  You  must  not  be  satisfied  with  merely 

doses  before  the  return  of  the  paroxysm,  stopping  the  paroxysms.     Patients  will  often 

Dr.  Elliotson  gives  large  doses  just  qfler  be  too  ready  to  give  up  their  medicine,  as 

the  paroxysm  ;     and  Uien    smaller    doses  soon  as   the  paroxysm   has  once  missed, 

during  the  remainder  of  the  intermission,  at  But  the  disease  is  very  apt  to  recur  ;  and  it 

regular  periods.    A  great  majority  of  those  will  always  be  right  and  prudent  to  go  on 

who  suffer  ague  are    poor    persons.      Of  with  the  quuia  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 

course  the  first  object  is  to  make  the  cure  as  after  the  patient   seeing    cured,  gradu^ly 

speedy  as  possible ;  the  next  to  make  it  as  diminishing,  after  the  first  week,  the  amount 

cheap  as  possible.    So  that  it  is  not  a  matter  and  the  frequency  of  the  doses, 

of  indifference,  or  mere  speculative  curiosity.  There  have  been  some  carious  facts  ob- 

to  ascertain  with  how  small  doses  of  quina  served  in  regard  to  the  relapses  that  are  apt 

you  may  cure  an  ague.     I  repeat  that  it  has  to  take  place  after  the  bark  or  the  quina 

not  happened  to  me  to  be  disappointed,  has  been  omitted.      Clark,   of  Dominica, 

when  I  have  given  the  medicine  in  small  states  that  if  no  more  of  the  remedy  be 

doses,  ss  already  described ;   which  amount  taken,   in   the  West   India  ague,   than    is 

to  about  twelve  grains  in  twenty-four  hours ;  barely  sufficient  to  stop  a  fit,  and  then  the 

but,  then,  I  suppose  my  cases  have  been  bark  is  suspended,  a  reUpse  may  take  place 

well  behaved  and  submissive.    Dr.  Elliotson  on  the  eighth  day,  in  the  case  of  a  quotidian ; 

states  that  he  is  continually  obliged  to  give  on  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  in  the  case  of 

twenty  or  thirty  grains  in  the  twenty-four  a   tertian  or  double  tertian  ;  and  on  the 

hours,  before  he  can  cure  the  complaint ;  twenty-first  or  twenty-second  in  the  case  of 

sometimes  in  obstinate  quartans,  forty-five  a  quartan :   thus  making  (you  see)  in  each 

grains ;  and  he  mentions  one  case  in  which  type,  seven  periodical  revolutions  from  the 

a  scruple  of  the  sulphate  of  quina,  with  ten  ^e  the  fit  was  suppressed  to   the  next 

minims    of    the    liquor    arsenicalis,   were  attack ;  and  the  fit  was  found  to  return  on 

given  every  eight  hours  in  vain,  but  sue-  the  proper  day,  at  the  same  hour  at  which  it 

oeeded  perfectly  when  given  every  six  hours,  would  have  returned  if  its  course  had  not 

It  appears  also,  upon  the  testimony  of  been  interrupted  by  the  administration  of  the 

careful  observers,    that  in  warm  climates  remedy.    All  this  is  very  curious,  and  inex- 

larger  doses  are  inquired ;  and  that  it  takes  plicable  ;  but  it  points  clearly  to  the  pro- 

a  larger  quantity,  upon  the  whole,  to  repel  pnety  of  oontinumg  the  remedy  for  some 

the  complaint.    In  the  agmsh  tracts  of  Italy,  time    after    the    disease    appears  to  have 

in  the  Maremna,  small  doses  are  said  to  be  vanished. 

inadequate ;  and  the  physicians  there  are  in  Arsenic  is  another  .substance  which  has 
the  habit  of  givingtwelve,twenty.four,oreven  great  and  unquestionable  power  over  ague, 
thirty  grains  at  a  time:  and  in  one  recoitled  It  carries  with  it  these  marked  advantages  : 
instance,  the  dose,  m  seven  days,  was  got  up  it  is  efficacious ;  it  is  cheap ;  and  it  is  taste- 
to  108  gruns,  before  the  ague  was  arrested,  less.  It  is  weU  adapted  by  these  qualities 
Tbcmedium  dose,  in  many  parts  of  America,  for  the  poor,  and  for  children,  and  for  pa- 
teems  to  be  eight  grains.  tients  of  every  age  and  rank  in  whom  there 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  irritability  i«  much  irritability  of  stomach  present ;  but 

of  the  stomach  is  so  great  as  to  make  it  then  it  has  also  the  serious  disadvantage  of 

difficult  to  introduce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  being  an  active  poison.     One  over-dose  may 

the  remedy  into  the  system.    This  difficulty  be  fatal :  and  even  its  long-continued  use  in 

was  very  much  felt  at  Walcheren :  it  is  in  a  minute    doses  leads  sometimes  to  evident 

great  measure  removed  since  the  discovery  and  lasting  disorder  of  the  health.     Arsenic, 

of  quina.     But  even  the  quina  sometimes  therefore,  is  an  unsafe  remedy  to  be  trusted 

sits  ill  on  the  stomach;  and  it  is  often  very  in  the  hands  of  the  ignorant.     It  should 

difficult  to  get  children  to  swallow  any  pre-  never  be  administered  except  under  the  im- 

paration  of  bark,  on  account  of  its  bitter  mediate  supervision  of  a  medical  eye ;   and 
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even  then  it  requiim  to  be  given  with  mudi  atop  them  by  anenic ;  and  then,  the  periodic 

eantion.     Its  bad  effects  may  be  very  cer-  recurrence  having  been  broken,  to  employ 

tainly  prevented,  however,  by  care  and  at-  sulphate  of  quina  to  prevent  a  relapse, 
tention  ;  and  it  becomes  a  valnable  instm-        These,  then,  quina  and  arsenic,  are  the 

ment  of  cure,  and  should  be  adopted  without  two  sheet  anchors  to  which  we  trust,  in  the 

scruple,  in  cases  where  its  operation  can  be  cure  of  ague.     A  host  of  other  remedies,  I 

watched,  and  where  the  quina  does  not  agree  say,  have  had  their  praises  sung.     I  do  not 

with  the  stomach,  or  foils  to  stop  the  dis-  intend  to  enumerate  them.     But  there  are  a 

ease.     I  often  prescribe  arsenic  for  other  few  which  I  think  it  right  to  mention,  for 

oomplaints ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  reasons  already  assigned.     There  is  strong 

recollect  ever  haying  been  foiled  in  removing  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  some  of  them; 

ague  by  the  sulphate  of  quina.     Some  per-  they  are  cheap,  and  easily  accessible,  and 

sons  are  of  opinion  that  relapses  are  less  above  all  safe  ;  and  therefore,  in  aguish  di»- 

frequent  after  the  cure  by  arsenic  than  after  tricts,  they  may  with  much  propriety  and 

the  cure  by  bark.     It  would  require  a  large  benefit  be  recommended  to  the  poorer  classes, 

induction  of  particular  facts  to  make  that  or  distributed  by  Lady  Bountifuls. 
point  clearly  out.  One  of  these  is  willow-bark ;  in  substance. 

When  substances,  which  even  in  small  or  in  decoction.     If  this  does  cure  agues,  aa 

quantities  are  active  poisons,  are  used  as  it  is  affirmed  to  do,  it  would  seem  as  if 

remedial  agents,  it  is  convenient  to  have  Providence  had  placed  the  antidote  alongside 

some  definite  form  in  which  they  may  be  of  the  poison ;  for  these  trees,  as  you  know, 

administered  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  abound  and  flourish  in  marshy  places.     The 

The  liquor  potasss  arsenitis  of  the  London  bark  of  the  willow  furnishes  an  alkaloid  sub- 

Pharmacopoeia  supplies  such  a  form.    This  stance  called  «a/<ctiie,  in  which  the  febrifn^ 

is  the  form  in  which  it  was  recommended  to  property  is  believed  to  reside.     Holly  leaves, 

the  public  by  Dr.  Fowler :  and  it  is  there-  and  ilicine  derived  from  them,  stand  in  much 

fore  sometimes  called  Fowler* 9  aoluiion.     It  the  same  repute  in  France,  as  willow  bark 

was  founded  upon  an  analysis  of  the  tatUleta  here. 

ague  dropf  which  had  been  in  considerable  Another  curious  remedy,  said  to  be  very 
repute  in  some  parts  of  England.  Tlie  successful,  is  the  web  of  the  black  spider, 
pharmacopoeial  preparation  is  an  arsenite  of  which  inhabits  barns,  stables,  and  cellars, 
potass  in  solution.  There  are  80  grains  of  This  substance  has  been  tried  on  a  tolerably 
arsenic  in  the  new  or  imperial  pint,  and  large  scale,  and  the  testimony  to  its  influenoe 
therefore  four  grains  in  an  ounce  of  the  so-  in  curing  ague  is  very  strong.  Dr.  Craigie 
lution.  Ten  minims  two  or  three  times  a  has  given  this  account  of  it.  In  the  year 
day  is  a  full  dose  for  an  adult ;  and  you  had  1760,  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  van- 
better  commence  with  not  more  than  five  quished  squadron  of  Thurot  having  been 
minims.  Ten  minims  contain  one-twelfth  of  landed  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  Dr.  Gillespie, 
a  grain.  Twice  that  quantity  has  been  ad-  who  was  practising  there,  found  that  many 
ministered  at  once ;  but  this  ought  never  to  of  the  agues  which  came  to  prevail  both 
be  done  except  when  the  system  has  been  among  these  prisoners  and  the  inhabitants  of 
gradually  inured  to  the  arsenic,  and  thereby  the  island,  obstinately  resisted  bark,  and 
enabled  to  bear  such  a  dose.  It  is  a  good  such  other  remedies  as  he  had  recourse  to. 
precaution  not  to  give  this  corrosive  sub-  He  was  informed,  by  an  old  French  phyai- 
stanoe  on  an  empty  stomach.  cian  belonging  to  the  squadron,  of  the  al- 

The  poisonous  or  hurtful  effects  of  the  leged  efficacy  of  cobweb,  in  certain  forms 
mineral  that  we  have  to  look  out  for  are  loss  of  the  disease.  He  therefore  made  trial  of 
of  appetite,  nausea,  and  sometimes  vomiting ;  cobweb,  and  found  it  to  answer  admirably, 
griping  pain  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  He  was  successful  with  it  in  more  than  sixty 
diarrhoea ;  and  if  the  medicine  be  continued,  cases  of  different  types,  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
fainting  is  often  added.  Other  symptoms,  and  he  had  farther  experience  of  its  utility 
less  constant  perhaps,  and  less  important,  subsequently  in  Ayrshire. 
are  painful  and  hot  tumefaction  and  stiffness  After  this,  the  same  remedy  was  tested  in 
of  the  fiioe  and  eyelids,  or  even  a  tingling  the  West  Indies,  by  Dr.  Jackson,  to  whom 
eruption  something  like  nettle  rash.  These  Dr.  Gillespie  had  recommended  it.  Dr. 
effects  may,  I  believe,  be  controlled  by  add-  Jackson's  observations  were  made  in  the  hos- 
ing a  few  drops  of  laudanum  to  each  dose ;  pital  of  the  army  depot,  in  the  West  Indies, 
but  I  would  rather  advise  you  to  suspend  the  in  1801.  Several  cases  of  ague,  on  which 
use  of  the  arsenic  ;  or  to  leave  it  off  alto-  bark,  arsenic,  or  mercury,  singly  or  alter- 
gether.  When  this  is  done,  the  unpleasant  nately,  had  made  either  a  very  temporary  im- 
symptoms  will  readily  yield  to  mild  laxatives,  pression  or  none  at  all,  were  selected  for 
followed  by  opiates.  experiment.     And  in  four  of  these  cases,  two 

When  the  paroxysms  continue  to  recur  in  pUls,  containing  each  five  grains  of  cobweb, 

spite  of  the  bark,  it  has  been  recommended  were  given  at  intervals  of  two  hours,  com- 

(and  I  think  the  plan  a  good  one)  to  try  to  menckig  six   hours  before  the  anticipated 
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time  of  the  return  of  the  paroxysm.     The  as  to  hare  recourse  to  chamomile  flowers,  if 

fit  did  not  return.     On  subsequent  trials  it  the  bark  should  disappoint  us.     1  am  always 

was  found  not  only  to  arrest  the  course  of  willing  to  embrace  an  opportunity  of  refer- 

agues,  but   to   remove  various  symptomsi  ring  to  his  commentariesi  for  the  exact  ob- 

such  as  pain,  delirium,  vomiting,  griping,  in  servations  they  contain,  but  above  all  for 

ague  and  in  continued   fever,   when   tiiese  the  beautiful  Latinityofwhich  the  whole  book 

symptoms  were  unconnected  with  inflamma-  is  an  example.     I  recommend  it  strongly  to 

tion.  you,  next  to  Celsus,  the  best  model  you  can 

Charcoal  is  another  substance  which  has  study  for  good  medical  Latin.  In  reference 
been  found  effectual  for  the  cure  of  inter-  to  the  point  before  us  he  says,  "Cortex, 
mittent  fevers.  You  may  find  an  account  quanquam  rite  sumtus,  interdum  parum  effi- 
of  it  in  the  10th  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  caxest :  quoincasususpicioerit  ventriculum 
Medicai  and  Surgical  Journal.  It  would  sordibns  onustum  vim  remedii  impedire. 
seem  to  be  especially  useful  in  those  cases  in  Itaque  vomere  oportet ;  quo  facto,  febris  raro 
which  there  is  a  marked  disturbance  of  the  non  cedit.  Quod  si  redire  perseveret,  con- 
digestive  organs ;  nausea,  flatulence,  hiccup,  fugiendum  est  ad  flores  chamsemeli,  quorum 
diarrhoea,  or  dysentery.  It  is  said  generally  contritorum  scrupulus  dandus  est  loco 
to  cure  the  complaintbythe  time  two  drachms  drachmce  cinchonas,  et  ad  idem  prsescriptum 
of  it  have  been  taken.  It  may  be  given  repetendus.  Hos  flores,  sic  sumtos,  semel 
in  doses  of  ten  or  twenty  grains,  in  arrow  atque  iterum  prufecisse  expertus  sum.'' 
root ;  or  with  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb.  If  Several  mineral  substitutes  for  the  bark, 
the  power  of  this  substance  should  be  con-  or  for  arsenic,  have  been  tried  and  found  use- 
firmed  by  future  observations,  a  cheap  remedy  fuL  Preparations  of  iron  and  of  zinc.  From 
would  thus  be  open  to  the  poor.  A  clergy-  5  to  10  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  have 
man  of  my  acquaintance  assures  me  that  he  been  given  several  times  a  day ;  or  3  grains 
seldom  fails  to  cure  agues  among  his  pa-  of  the  oxyde  of  zinc  every  three  hours.  Sir 
rishioners  by  administering  to  them  the  G.  Blane  says  that  both  in  the  West  Indies 
anuff  of  candles,  which  he  takes  care  to  have  and  in  London,  intermittents  have  been  cured 
collected.  He  does  not  inform  them  of  what  by  the  use  of  this  oxide,  when  they  had 
his  black  powder  consists.  I  presume  that  previously  resisted  the  bark.  Sir  James 
its  virtue  may  proceed  from  the  charcoal  it  Mac  Grigor  speaks  of  it  also  in  terms  of 
contains  ;  unless  it  is  derived  from  the  con-  praise  ;  from  what  he  saw  of  its  effects  in 
fidence  his  flock  is  accustomed  to  place  in  the  agues  of  the  Peninsula  during  the  war. 
his  specific.  The  very  same  remedy,  the  Some  of  the  remedies  of  this  mysterious 
anuff  of  a  candle,  is  mentioned  by  Lind.  disorder  operate  upon  the  mind,  or  rather 

Piperine,   the  crystalline  salt  of  pepper,  upon  the  nervous  system  through  the  mind, 
has  obtained  a  considerable   reputation   of  Hence  it  becomes  probable  that  the  drugs 
late  years,  as  a  remedy  for  intermittent  fe-  which  have  such  power  over  the  disease,  act 
ver.     It  was  largely  tried  by  an  Italian  phy-  also  on  the  nervous  system  through  the  body, 
aician,  Meli;  and  Dr.  Gordini  has  repeated  And  hence  also  we  derive  a  confirmation  of 
Meli's  experiments  at  the  hospital  at  Ijeg-  the  opinion,  that  the  disease  itself  is  essen- 
hom;  and  the  following  are  the  general  ^tially  a  disease  of  the  same  nervous  system, 
conclusions  at  which  these  physicians  have  Ague  has  often  been  cured  by  the  agency  of 
arrived: — 1.  Piperine,  in   doses  of  six  or  strong  mental  emotion,  such  as  sudden  and 
eight  grains,  cures  intermittents.     2.  It  is  great  joy,  anger,  terror,  or  eager  expecta- 
more  efficient  in  powder  than  in  pills.     3.  It  tion.     Thus  we  read  that  Quintus  Fabius 
succeeds  in  certain  cases  in  which  the  sul-  Maximus  was  cured  of  an  old  quartan  on 
phate  of  quina  fails.     And  4.  It  is  more  the  day  of  a  great  battle.     Strong  impres- 
effectual  in  preventing  relapses.     I  have  seen  siona  upon  the  imagination,  producing  feel- 
letters/rom  some  practitioners  in  this  country,  ings  of  disgust  and  horror,  have  had  the 
bearing  testimony  to  the  power  of  the  pi-  same  effect :  such  as  those  caused  by  drink- 
perine.     That  pepper  will  cure  ague,   has  ing    blood  ;     swallowing   a    spider    gently 
long  been   the  vulgar  belief;   and  a  very  bruised,  and  wrapped  up  in  a  raisin,   or 
popular  remedy  for  the  disease  is  a  tea-spoon-  spread  upon  bread  and  butter;  keeping  a 
ful  of  pepper  in  a  glass  of  gin.  spider  suspended   from  the  patient's  neck 
I  presume  that  the  efficacy  of  chamomile  in  a  nutshell,  till  it   dies ;    and  the  like, 
flowers  in  the  removal  of  intermittent  fever  The  undoubted  success,  in  many  cases,  of 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  piperine  which  they  charms,  must  be  referred  to  the  principle  of 
liave  been  ascertained  to  contain.     These  faith.     The  patient  recovers,   because   he 
flowers  had  been  long  in  use  for  the  treat-  firmly  believes  in  your  power  to  cure  him. 
ment  of  ague,  before  the  Peruvian  bark  was  Dr.  Gregory  used  to  relate  the  case  of  a  pa- 
discovered  ;  and  they  are  said  to  have  accom-  tient  in  the  clinical   wards   in   Edinburgh, 
plished  a  cure,  since  that  time,*  after  the  bark  who,   with  sundry   ceremonies,    swallowed 
had  failed ;   but  this  was  before  the  quina  some  word,  written  on  a  slip  of  paper  :  the 
bod  been  educed  froiti  it.     Heberden  adviaes  result  was,   that  he  had  not  another  pt- 
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cozyim.    And  I  perfBctly  reoolleot  haTfaig  a  floor  for  thdr  bed-chamber.    Tlwy  wbo  are 

great  awe,  when  I  was  quite  a  child,  of  my  obliged  to  go  ont  in  the  morning  In  ooan- 

maternal  grandmother,  became  she  was  re-  tries  where  agues  are  rife,  should  take  care 

puted  to  luiTe  the  power  of  curing  agues  by  not  to  go  out  festing ;  a  good  hot  break&at 

means  of  some  chann.     I  beliere  all  that  she  should  be  first  taken,  or  at  any  rate  some 

did  was  to  assure  the  poor  people  who  came  moderate  stimulus ;  a  crust  of  bread  and  a 

to  be  relieved  from  their  ague,  that  tiiey  glass  of  wine,  or  a  small  quantity  of  ardent 

should  have  no  more  of  it  tftw  tueh  a  daffs  spirit,  will  fortify  the  system  against  the 

and  their  implicit  relianoe  upon  this  pro-  pestilentiBl  miasma.    Measures  of  this  kind 

pheey  brought  about  its  fulfilment,    lliere  have  been  found  extremely  beneficial  in  Uie 

seems  to  be  this  general  principle  observable  navy :  the  giving,  for  instance,  the  men  a 

in  respect  to  agoes,  and  to  all  otiier  diseases  warm  breakfast  before  going  out   in  the 

which  occur  in  parox3rsms,  vis.  that  after  morning  on  malarious  shores  in  boats,  what* 

they  have  continued  for  some  time,  their  ever  the  hour  of  starting  might  be.    €rene- 

farther  continuance  depends  more  upon  the  rous  diet,  and  a  fair  allowance  of  fermented 

effect  of  habit  than  any  thing  dse ;  and  this  liquor,  are  proper  also  for  all  persons  in 

hsbit  may  be  broken  by  strong  impressions  aguish  countries.    The  Iste  Dr.  James  Gre* 

made  upon  the  nervous  system;   and  the  gory  used  to  mention  in  his  lectures  an 

cure  of  one  paroxysm  is  thus  often  the  core  anecdote  in  point,  told  him  by  his  father, 

of  the  disease.    We  have  seen  examples  of  The  eldbr  Dr.  Gregory  studied  at  Leyden^ 

the  existence  of  this  morbid  habit  in  hyste-  under  Boerhaave ;  and  there  were  twenty- 

ria,  and  in  some  esses  of  epilepsy.     CaterU  four  other  English  students  there  at  the 

parihtB,  that  physician  will  be  the  most  same  time :  that  is,  they  were  called  Eng- 

Bucoessfol  in  these  disorders,  who  is  best  lish,  on  account  of  their  common  language, 

able  to  acquire  the  confidence  of  his  patient,  but  they  were  in  fact  composed  of  English, 

and  to  gain  a  powerftil  influence  over  his  Irish,   Scotch,  West  Indians,  and  Ameri- 

mind.  cans.  The  celebrated  John  Wilkes  and  Charles 

There  is  no  disease  in  which  the  prophy-  Townsend  were  among  the  number,    lliese 

lazis  is  of  more  importance  i  but  this  you  twenty-five  students  lived  a  good  deal  toge- 

will  have. gathered  f^om  the  fkcts  which  were  ther :  in  truth  they  were  cut,  as  the  phnae 

stated  in  the  two  preceding  lectures.    The  is,  by  the  Dutch,  for  some  raffish  behaviour 

dispomtion  to  relapse  is  strongest  soon  after  on  their  parts.     However,  of  the  twenty, 

the  disease  has  been  removed ;  but  it  gene-  five,  one  only  was  a  water-drinker.     The 

rally  continues  long,  perhaps  even  for  life,  other  twenty-four  drank  each  a  bottle  of 

The  late  Dr.  Macmichael  caught  an  ague  daret  daily :  and  the  water-drinker,  and  he 

many  years  before  his  death,  by  sleeping  on  alone,  fidl  ill  of  ague  there, 
a  rock  somewhere  in  Greece ;  and  he  was        Persons  who  have  recently  become  rcsi- 

erer  after  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  dents  in  aguish  districU,  or  who  even  happen 

periodic  headMhe,  and  other  aguish  symp.  to  be  travelling  through  them,  would  do 

toms,  for  which  he  was  obUged  to  have  re-  well  to  take  moderate  doses  of  quina  by  way 

course  to  bark  or  arsenic.     Of  course  one  of  safeguard.    And  in  regulating  tiie  bowels, 

essential  pdnt  In  the  prophylaxis  is  the  idiich,  of  course,  is  of  much  importance, 

withdrawal  of  the  patient  from  the  influence  warm  stomachic  laxatives  should  be  made 

of  the  exdting  canse ;  taking  him  awayfrom  use  of,  rather  than  cold  i^jcrients,  such  as 

the  malarious  locality."    But  this  cannot  al-  the  neutrsl  sslts. 

ways  be  done ;  and  when  it  cannot,  we  must        There  is  just  one  more  expedient  which  I 

impress   upon    iiim  those  cautions  whidi  would  suggest  as  not  unlikely  to  afford  com- 

ariseout  of  the  fSu^ ascertained  in  regard  to  plete  protection  to  those  who  are  of  neces- 

the  operation  of  the  malaria  upon  the  human  sity  exposed  to  the  mslaria ;  and  it  is,  that 

body.     Persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  they  should  wear  an  orintual  rnpirator. 

the  exciting  cause,  or  who  have  once  had  It  is  possible  that  as  a  bieese  is  filtered  of 

the  fever,  should,  in  wliatever  place  they  the  poison  which  was  mingled  with  it,  by 

may  happen  to  be,  avoid  over-iktigue  and  passing  through  a. dense  mass  of  foliage,  so, 

exhaustion  of  all  kinds ;  sudden  exposure  to  on  a  smaller  scale,  the  lur  inspired  in  br«ith. 

cold  or  heat ;  and  the  neglect  of  changing  ing  may  be  strained  and  purified,  and  ren- 

wet  clothes,  wet  shoes  and  stockings  for  in-  dned  harmless,  in  its  transit  trough  the 

stance.      In  a    malarious  district  persons  deve-like  structure  of  Mr.  Jeffreys'  inge- 

shottld  bear  in  mind  the  facts,  that  the  mias-  nious    instrument.    The    principle  of  the 

mate  are  much  more  virulent  in  the  night-  suggestion  is  not  new ;  but  this  mode  of  ap- 

time  than  in  the  day ;  and  close  to  the  sur-  plying  it  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  hitherto 

Cux  of  the  earth,  than  in  a  higher  part  oT  been  tried.    It  is  said  that  by  surrounding 

<he    atmosphere.      They    should    refrain,  the  head  with  a  gause  veil,  or  conopenm, 

therefore,  from  going  out  late  in  the  even-  the  action  of  malaria  is  prevented ;  and  that 

ing,  or  early  in  the  morning ;    and  they  thus  it  is  possible  even  to  sleep  in  the  most 

should  rather  select  the  attic  than  any  other  pernicious  parts  of  Italy  without  hasard  of 
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fefer.    Dr.  MacenUocfa  nys  that  in  Malta,  the  warning  given  bf  aenaation ;  and  tUa 

and  etoewhare,  thia  belief  ia  nniTeraal  t  and  volantary  power  ia  freqnentlj  deatroyed  by 

hence  the  popnlar  practice  of  ooTering  the  injitriea  of  the  brain,  whilat  the  apfaial  cord 

mouth  and  noae  widi  a  handkerchief  in  the  remaina  able  to  perform  all  ita  own  fimctionB, 

morning  on  going  oat,  or  in  other  BUBpieiona  ao  that  diacharge  of  the  nrine  and  faecea 

ctrcnmatancea :  a  practice  (he  obaerves)  the  occnra.    In  their  moderate  action,  the  ez- 

efficacj  of  which  ia  attested,  aafar  aa  pqiular  pnlaora  and  the  Bphinctera  may  be  regarded 

belief  can  atteat  any  thing.  aa  balancing  one  another,  ao  ftr  aa  their  re« 

flex  action  ia  concerned,— the  latter  hanng 

LECTURES  rather  the  predominance,  bo  aa  toreatrain 

oftrns  ^  operation  of  the  former.    But  when  the 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NDEVOUS  rT^^'gi^Lr^^^L.t.Sir';?  t 

SYSTEM.  finrmer,  tbdr  aetioii  predomuutet,  nnlni  Um 
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^__^  ance  of  the  aphincter ;  thia  we  are  frequently 

Om  examining  the   outleU  by  which  the  Iqs  is  deficient,  the  wiU  must  aid  the  expul- 

exoretiona  are  voided,  we  find  that  they  are  gora.  in  order  to  overcome  that  reaiatance 

placed,  like  the  entranoea,  under  the  guar-  which  ia  due  to  the  reflex  contraction  of  the 

dianahip  of  the  apmal  cord  saubject,  however,  sphincters;  of  thia  also  we  may  convince 

to  aome  control  on  the  part  of  the  wiU.     In  onradvcs,  when  a  aenae  of  duty,  or  a  regard 

the  lowest  animals,  the  act  of  discharging  to  prospective  convenience,  occasions  us  to 

excrementitioua  matter  u  probably  aa  invo-  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  rectum  or  bladder 

luntary  aa  thoae  inmiediately  concerned  in  without  a  natural  call  to  do  ao. 

the  introduction  of  nutriment,  and  is  per*  The  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder  ia  com- 

formed  aa  often  aa  there  ia  any  thing  to  be  monly  regarded  aa  having,  Kke  that  of  the 

got  rid  of.    In  the  higher  daases,  however,  iutestmal  tube,  no  connexion  with  the  spinal 

auch  disehargea  are  much  less  frequent ;  and  cord;  but  the  experimenta  of  Valentfai  have 

reaervoirs  are  provided,  in  which  the  excre-  ahown  that  a  connexion  exists,  as  in  the 

mentitioua  matter  may  accumulate  in  the  former  case,  through  the  aympathetic  nerve, 

intervale.     The  aaaodated  movementa  re*  affecting  not  only  the  bladder  but  alao  the 

quired  to  empty  theae  are  completely  invo-  vretera.    That  physiologist  statea  that  a  very 

luntary  in  their  character ;.  and  are  excited  distinct  and  powerful  peristaltic  action  of 

by  the  quantity,  or  atimulating  quaUty,  of  the  ureter,  proceeding  fttim  the  kidneys  to 

the  coutenta  of  the  reaervoir.    But,  had  vo-  the  bladder,  may  be  produced  by  irritatmg 

lition  no  control  over  them,  great  inoonve-  the  abdominal  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic,  or 

nienoea  would  ensue ;    hence  sensation  la  ^le  roota  of  the  superior  abdominal  spinal 

excited  by  the  same  atimulua  which  producea  nerves ;  and  that  strong  contractions  of  the 

tiie  movements ;  in  orderthat,  by  arousing  the  bladder  are  excited  by  irritation  of  the  info- 

will,  the  otherwise  involuntary  motions  may  rior  portion  of  the  abdominal  sympathetic, 

be  restrainecT  and  directed.    There  can  be  bat  especiaOy  of  its  sacral  portion,  and  of 

little  doubt,  fhwi  the  experimenta  of  Dr.  M.  the  roota  of  the  middle  and  inferior  abdorai- 

Hall,  aa  well  aa  from  other  oonaiderationa,  nal  nervea  of  the  spine.     In  these,  as  in 

that  the  aasociatcH  movementa,  by  which  the  former  cases,  no  effect  is  produced  by  irrita- 

oontenti  of  the  rectum  and  bladder  are  dis-  tion  of  the  spinal  nervea,  unleaa  the  portion 

charged, corveapond  much  with  thoae  of  reapi-  of  the  sympathetic  connected  with  the  par- 

ration,  being  in  their  own  nature  involuntary,  tkndar  organ  be  entire.    Corresponding  focCa 

but  capable  of  a  certain  degree  of  voluntary  have  been  aaoertained  by  him  in  regard  to 

restraint  and  assistance ;  whilat  the  diacharge  the  genital  organs.    Contractiona  were  ex* 

of  the  coutenta  of  the  vaaicnltB  atminales  cited  in  the  vas  deferens  and  vesiculse  aemt- 

would  aeem  to  be  completely  automatic:  nalea,  eapedally  of  the  guinea-pig  at  the  time 

thna  corresponding  with  Uie  act  of  degluti-  of  heat,  by  irritation  of  the  inferior  lumbar 

tion.     On  the  o£er  hand,  the  sphincten,  and  highest  sacral  portiona  of  the  sympa- 

whieh  antagonize  their  expellent  action,  are  thetic  ;  and  the  Fallopian  tubes,  aa  well  aa 

also  cleariy  maintained  in  a  state  of  moderate  the  uterus  itself,  may  be  excited  to  oontrac- 

contraction,  ao  aa  to  afford  a  constant  check  tion  by  irritation  of  the  same  nerves  as  those 

to  the  egresa  of  the  contents  of  the  cavitiea ;  which  excite  the  rectum, — ^namdy,  the  lower 

and  this  condition  haa  been  fully  proved  by  lumbar  and  first  sacral  nerves  of  the  spine. 

Dr.  M.  Hall,  to  result  from  their  connexion  This  fact  is  of  much  importance  in  regard  to 

with  the  spinal  cord,  ceasing  completely  when  the  rationale  of  the  operation  of  certain  me* 

thia  ia  interrupted.     On  the  other  hand,  dicines. 

the  sphincter  is  certainly  in  part  controlled  It  may  be  as  well  here  to  mention,  in 

by  the  will,  and  made  to  act  in  obedience  to  connexion  with  the  foregoing  experiments. 
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that  similar  results  bave  been  obtained  by  witboat  i^jorytotbe  Spinal  system  ofnerret^ 

Valentin  in  regard  to  tbe  beart ;  motions  of  the  orbiealaiis  muscle  will  contract  so  aa  to 

wbicb  may  be  excited  by  irritation  of  tbe  occasion  the  closure  of  the  eyelids  upon  the 

roots  of  tbe  spinal  accessory  nerre,  and  of  tarsal  mai^gin  being  touched  with  a  feather, 

tbe  first  four  cervical  nerves,  and  also  of  the  This  fact  is  interesting  in  several  points  of 

first  cervical  ganglion  of  the  sympathetic,  view.     In  tbe  first  place,  it  is  an  interesting 

He  thinks  that  he  has  also  witnessed  distinct  example  of  pure  reflex    action,   occurring 

contractions  of  the  thoracic  aorta,  of  the  under  circumstances  in  which  volition  cannot 

inferior  cava,  and  of  tl^  thoracic  duct,  upon  be  imagined  to  guide  it,  and  in  which  there  is 

irritation  of  the  neighbouring  portion  of  the  no  valid  reason  to  believe  that  sensation  di- 

sympathetic  system,  which  evidently  derives  rects  it.     Further,  it  explains  the  almost 

its  whole  motor  power  from  the  spinal  cord,  irresistible  nature  of  the  tendency  to  winldni^. 

The  ductus  choledicus  has  also  bc^n  seen  by  which  is  performed  at  short  intervals  by  tbe 

him  to  contract  on  irritation  of  the  right  contraction  of  tbe  orbicularis  muscle,  and 

splanchnic  nerve.  wbicb  is  evidently  a  spinal  action,  capable  of 

In  regard  to  the  act  of  parturition,  there  being  in  some  degree  restrained  (like  that  of 

would  seem  reason  to  believe,  from  the  evi*  respiration)  by  tbe  will,  but  only  until  such 

dence  of  casesof  paraplegia,  that,  of  the  mus-  time  as  the  stimulus  (resulting  perhaps  from 

cles  whose  operation  is  associated  in  it,  the  the  collection  of  minute  particles  of  dust 

diaphragm,  ididominal  muscles,  &c.  are  called  upon  the  eyes,  or  from  the  dryness  of  its  sur- 

into  action  (as  in  defecation)  through  the  face  in  consequence  of  evaporation)  becomes 

spinal  cord ;  but  that  the  contractions  of  the  too  strong  to  be  any  longer  resisted.    Again, 

uterus  itself  are  independent  of  all  connexion  we  have  in  sleep  or  in  apoplexy  an  example 

with  the  nervous  centres.  Of  the  reason  why  of  this  purely  spinal  action,  unbalanced  by 

the  muscles,   which  were  up  to  that  time  the  influence  of  the  will,  which  in  the  waking 

inert,  should  then  combine  in  this  extraor-  state  antagonizes  it  by  calling  the  levator 

dinary  manner,  and  with  such  remarkable  palpebrse  into  action.    As  soon  as  the  will 

energy,  physiology  can  afford   no  certain  ceases  to  act,  the  lids  droop,  and  close  over 

information.      There  can  be  little  doubt,  the  eye  in  order  to  protect  it ;   and  if  thoee 

however,  that  the  stimulus  usually  originates  of  a  sleeping  person  be  separated  by  tiie 

in  tbe  uterus,  or  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  hand,  they  will  be  found  presently  to  return, 

organs  which  are  incommoded  by  the  pres-  Here,   as  in  studying  the  respiratory  and 

sure ;  but  it  may  also  result  from  some  con-  other  movements,  we  are  led  to  perceive  that 

dition  of  the  general  system,  in  which  the  it  is  the  brain  alone  which  b  torpid  during 

uterus  itself  is  but  little  concerned.     It  is  sleep,  and  whose  functions  are  affected  by 

an  interesting  fact,  which  has  been  more  than  this  torpidity.     As  Dr.  M.  Hall  very  justly 

once  observed,  that  the  foetus  may  be  ex-  remarks,  tbe  spinal  system  never  sleeps  ;  it 

pelled  from  the  dying  body  of  the;^other,even  is  constantly  in  activity  ;  and  it  is  thus  that, 

after  the  respiratory  movements  have  ceased,  in  all  periods  and  phases  of  life,  the  move- 

Tbiswouldappearduetotbecontractionofthe  ments  which  aie  essential  to  its  continued 

uterine  fibres  alone,  which,  like  those  of  the  maintenance  are  kept  up  without  sensible 

heart  and  alimentary  canal,  retain  their  irri-  effort. 

tability  longer  than  those  of  the  muscles  The  closure  of  the  pupil  against  a  strong 
supplied  by  the  cerebro-spinal  nerves  ;  and  light  is  another  movement  of  tbe  same  pro- 
the  power  of  these  would  be  unopposed  by  tective  tendency.  Tbe  channel,  through 
the  resistance  wbicb  they  ordinarily  have  to  which  that  just  named  is  performed,  is  com- 
encounter ;  since  the  tone  of  all  the  muscles  pleted  by  the  first  branch  of  the  fifth  and 
surrounding  the  outlet  would  be  destroyed,  the  portio  dun  Of  the  seventh.  Tbe  con- 
by  the  cessation  of  the  activity  of  the  spinal  traction  of  tbe  pupil  is  immediately  caused 
system  of  nerves.  by  tbe  third  pair,  or  motor  oculi ;    as  is 

iFrom  the  foregoing  details  it  appears,  that  easily  shown  by  irritating  the  trunk  of  that 

one  of  the  chief  functions  of  the  spinal  cord  nerve  and  observing  the  result.     But  it  is 

is  to  control  the  orifices  of  the  various  open  not  easy  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  tbe 

cavities  of  the  body  ;  and  this  function  evi-  afferent  nerve  by  which  the  motor  influence 

dently  has  safety  as  well  as  convenience  in  is  excited.     Although  the  contraction  of  tbe 

view.     It  has  been  evidently  designed  by  the  pupil  is  usually  in  close  accordance  with  the 

All-wise  Creator,   that   the  glottis  should  sensation  occasioned  by  the  impiession  of 

close  against  agents  injurious  to  the  organs  light  upon  the  retina,  yet  there  is  no  want  of 

within ;  and  that  the  effort  to  vomit  should  be  evidence  to  prove  that  the  sensation  of  light 

excited  by  the  attempt  to  swallow  substances  is  not  always  necessary ;  for,  even  when  the 

so  nauseous  as  to  induce  loathing.    There  is  bight  of  both  eyes  has  been  entirely  destroyed 

another  protective  influence  exerted  by  it,  of  by  amaurosis,  the  regular  actions  have  been 

a  still  more  remarkable  nature.    It  has  been  witnessed  in  tbe  pupil,  in  accordance  with 

ascertained  by  Dr.  M.  Hall  that,  if  the  func-  varying  degree  of    light  impinging  on  the 

tions  of  the  brain  be  suspended  or  destroyed,  retina.     This  fact  may  be  explained  in  two 
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ways.    It  may  either  be  imagined,  as  lOme  tioned  in  a  former  lecture,  as  having  been 

bare  done,  that  the  requiaite  stimuhu  is  not  advertol  to  by  Whytt ;  but  to  Dr.  M.  Hall 

that  of  light  conveyed  through   the  optic  is  due  the  limitation  of  this  influence  to  the 

nerve ;  but  that  of  heat  conTeyed  through  spinal  cord,  and  the  system  of  nerves  oon- 

the  fifth  pair.    Or  it  may  be  still  supposed  nected  with  it.     By  the  expression  in  quee- 

that  the  motion  results  from  an  impression  tion  is  meant  that  state  of  moderate  contrac- 

upon  the  retina,   which  impression   lieing  tion,  which  causes  all  the  muscles  to  present 

ordinarily  conducted  to  the  brain  produces  a  a  certain  degree  of  firmness,  by  their  anta- 

sensation ;  whilst  in  these  curious  cases  no  gonism  with  each  other,  when  none  of  them 

sensation  is  produced,  on  account  of  a  dis-  are  particularly  contracted  or  relaxed.     The 

ordered  state  of  the  part  of  the  brain  in  which  following    experiments    by    Dr.    M.   Hall 

the  optic  nerve  terminates ;    whilst  some  clearly  prove  the  influence  of  the  spinal  cord 

filaments  of  that  nerve,  being  connected  with  on  this  functional  condition  : — "  Two  rabbits 

the  spinal  cord,  and  not  with  the  brain,  can  were  taken ;  from  one  the  head  was  removed ; 

produce  a  reflex  action  through  the  third  from  the  other  also  the  head  was  removed, 

pair,  although  no  sensation  accompany  it.  and  the  spinal  marrow  was  cautiously  de- 

In  either  view,  the  rarity  of  the  occurrence  stroyed  with  a  sharp  instrument :  the  limbs 

is  at  once  accounted  for ;  since  in  most  cases  of  llie  former  retained  a  certain  degree  of 

of  amaurosis,  the  disease  lies  in  the  trunk  of  firmness  and  elasticity ;  those  of  the  second 

the  nerve,  and  thereby  checks  both  its  spi-  were  perfectly  lax."    The  limbs  and  tail  of  a 

nal  and  its'  cerebral  actions.     A  protective  decapitated  turtle  possessed  a  certain  degree 

influence,  similar  to  that  exhibited  in  .the  of  firmness  or  tone,  recoiled  on  being  drawn 

iris,  is  also  exercised  by  the  orbicularis  when  from  their  position,  and  moved  with  energy 

the  eye  is  exposed  to  very  strong  light,  such  on  the  application  of  a  stimulus.     On  with- 

as  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  ;  and  it  is  re-  drawing  the  spinal  marrow  gently  out  of  its 

markably  shown,  also,  in  cases  of  ophthal-  canal,   all  these  phenomena  ceased.     The 

mia,   in  which  the  retina  is  in  an  irritable  limbs  were  no  longer  obedient  to  stimuli,  and 

condition.     Every  oculist  is  aware  with  what  became  perfectly  flaccid,  having  lost  all  their 

force  the  orbicularis  contracts  in  the  stru-  resUience.     The   sphincter  lost  its  circular 

mous  ophthalmia  of  children,  in  which  pho-  form  and  contracted  state,   becoming  lax, 

tophobia  is  generally  a  leading  symptom ;  flaccid,  and  shapeless.     The  tail  was  flaccid 

and  its  protecting  action  is  further  aided  by  and  unmoved  on  the  application  of  stimuli.'' 

the  muscles  of  the  eye,  which  roll  it  beneath  It  is  probable  that  this  tonic  contraction  is 

the  upper  lid  farther  than  any  voluntary  strictly  a  reflex  action ;  an  impression  of  the 

efibrt    could    accomplish.    The    particulsr  condition  of  the  muscle,  corresponding  with 

muscles  and  nerves  concerned  in  this  action  the  muscular  sense  of  Sir  C.  Bell,  but  not 

will  be  hereafter  inquired  into.  necessarily  accompanied  by  sensation,  being 

The  physiologist  has  not  at  present  any  conveyed  to  the  spinal  cord,  and  producing 

knowledge  of  any  similar  protective  move-  the  stimulus  to  contraction.     The  want  of 

ments,  in  the  human  being,  designed  to  keep  this  tone  is  seen  in  the  relaxation  of  the 

the  organ  of  hearing  from  injury  ;  but  there  sphincters  ;  and  also  in  the  distortion  of  the 

can  be  little  doubt  that  those  which  we  are  face  produced  by  paralysis  of  the    portio 

constantly  witnessing  in  other  animals,  pos-  dura,  and  resulting  from  the  tonic  contrac- 

sejising  large  external  ears,  are  reflex  actions  tion  of  the  muscles  on  one  side  of  the  face, 

excited  by  the  irritation  applied  to  them,  unbilanced  by  that  of  the  other  side.     Cases 

In  regard  to  the  nose,  we  find  a  remarkably  have  occasionally  presented  themselves,  in 

complex  action — ^that  of  sneezing — adapted  which  the  portio  dura  has  been  paralysed  to 

to  drive  ofi"  any  cause  of  irritation.     This  the  influence  of  the  will,  (owing  to  disease 

action,  as  far  as  the  respiratory  movements  affecting  its  cerebral  termination),  whilst  its 

are  concerned,  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  spinal  connexions  have  not  been  affected ;  so 

coughing ;  but  the  velum  palati,  at  the  mo-  that  the  tone  of  the  muscles  has  been  pre- 

ment  of  the  expiratory  blast,  is  stretched  served,  and  no  distortion  of  the  face  has 

across  the  fauces  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  manifested  itself,  until  the  muscles  were  sti- 

whole  force  of  the  air  is  directed  through  the  mulated  by  a  voluntary  impulse,  to  which 

nostrils,  and  tend:)  to  caiTy  off  any  irritating  those  of  one  side  only  would  respond, 

solid,  fluid,  or  gas,  which  may  have  excited  Nearly  allied  to  this  function  of  the  spinal 

the  mucous  membrane.     It  will  hereafter  be  cord  is  that  by  which  it  is  subservient  to  the 

shown  that  the  stimulus  is  conveyed,  in  this  maintenance  of  the   contractility  of  mus- 

case,  not  through  the  olfactory  nerve,  but  cles  paralysed  to  the  influence  of  the  will, 

through  the  fifth  pair,  so  that  it  is  not  de-  It  is  well  knowfk  that,  in  ordinary  coses  of 

pendent  upon  the  excitement  of  the  sensa-  paralysis,  the  muscles  lose  their  irritability 

tion  of  smell.  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  so  that  no  sti- 

The  influence  of  the  nervous  centres  in  mulus  excites  them  to  contraction ;  and  it 

maintaining  what  is  commonly  designated  as  is  also  well  known  that  their  characteristic 

the  tone  of  the  muscular  system,  was  men-  structure  is  so  greatly  affected,  that,  in  pro- 
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grera  of  time,  no  trae  muBimliir  fibres  can  be  is  interrapted.    In  the  latter,  the  diseaae  » 

detected  in  their  place.     Experiments  on  probably  within  the  faimbar  ▼ertebrse,  in- 

animals,   in  which  portions  have  been  re-  voicing    that  portion  of   the    spinal  cord 

moved  from  the  nerves  supplying  the  limbs,  through  which  the  reflex  actions  of  the  lower 

conduct  to  exactly  the  same  result  as  the  extremities  are  produced.     In  like  manner, 

experiments  made  for  us  by  diseased  condi-  in  paralysis  of  a  single  arm  or  of  one  leg,  if 

tions  in  man.  Now  Dr.  M.  Hall  has  pointed  the  reflex  actions,  and  the  contractility  of 

out  that, — ^in  cases  where  the  muscles  are  the  muscles  on  the  application  of  a  direct 

paralysed  to  the  influence  of  the  will,  through  stimnhis  (such  as  galvanism)  remain  nnirn. 

disease  of  the  brain  or  of  the  upper  part  of  paired,  the  cause  is  probably  seated  in  the 

the  spinal  cord,  but  retain  their  power  of  brain ;  whilst,  if  the  tone  of  the  mudes  is 

reflex  action,  the  nervous  circle  which  ope-  completely  lost,  and  no  contraction  can  be 

rates  through  the  spinal  cord  not  being  in-  induced  in  them,  the  cause  of  the  paralym 

tempted, — the  contractility  of  the  muscles  is  is  probably  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood 

not  diminished,  but  appears  to  be  sometimes  of  the  roots  of  the  nerves  of  the  part  af- 

even  increased.  Hence  he  concludes  that  the  fected. 

spinal  cord  is  the  seat  of  muscular  contrac-  It  would  not  be  right  to  condude  this 
tility.  This  conclusion  will  scarcely  bear  a  account  of  the  prindpal  functions  of  the  spi- 
strict  examination.  It  is  completely  incon-  nal  cord,  without  adverting  to  some  of  Che 
sistent  with  the  fact  that  muscles  irili  retain  leading  pathological  applications  of  the  phy- 
their  irritability  for  some  time  after  their  Biological  doctrines  which  have'  been  deve- 
nervous  connexions  with  the  spinal  cord  loped  in  it.  These  applications  were  first 
have  been  completely  severed,  and  will  even  pointed  out  by  Dr.  M.  Hall ;  and  they  aro 
recover  it  (as  Dr.  J.  Reid  has  shown)  after  receiving  continual  and  important  extenaionB 
it  has  been  exhausted  by  repeated  stimula-  fh>m  his  own  labours  and  those  of  other 
ticn.  Further,  it  may  be  equally  well  ex-  practical  inquirers*.  It  may  be  remarked, 
plained  in  another  way.  It  is  well  known  in  the  first  place,  that  the  power  of  the 
that  muscular  structure,  like  others  whose  whole  spinal  system  is  capable  of  being  mor- 
chemical  constitution  is  such  as  to  require  bidly  chminished  or  augmented.  It  may 
constant  renewal,  requires,  for  its  pwfect  even  be  for  a  time  almost  oompletdy  sus- 
nntrition,  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  functional  pended,  as  in  syncope,  which  state  may  be 
activity.  If  the  muscles  of  the  1^,  for  ex-  induced  by  sudden  and  violent  impressions, 
ample,  be  disused  for  a  long  time,  their  nu-  either  of  a  mental  or  physical  nature,  which 
trition  is  greatly  impaired,  and  thdr  con-  operate  upon  the  whole  nervous  system  at 
tractility  is  almost  suspended,  even  though  once,  commencing,  however,  in  the  brain, 
they  retain  their  connexion  with  the  nervous  It  b  to  be  remarked,  however,  tUal  in  re- 
centres,  and  the  Utter  be  in  their  normal  covering  from  these,  it  is  the  spinal  system 
condition.  It  is  to  be  expected,  then,  that  of  which  the  activity  is  first  renewed,— the 
if  a  muscle  be  completely  put  out  of  the  pale  respiratory  movements  recommencing,  and 
of  nervous  influence,  its  nutrition  should  be  the  power  of  swallowing  being  restor^i,  be- 
speedily  impaired,  and  its  contractility  alto-  fore  any  voluntary  actions  can  be  performed, 
gisther  lost ;  but  if  the  influence  of  the  will  A  corresponding  state  may  be  induced  in 
only  be  withdrawn  from  it,  and  its  connexion  particular  portions  of  the  system  by  oon- 
with  the  spinal  cord  be  uninterrupted,  it  cussion,  as  is  seen  in  severe  injuries  of  the 
will  be  in  a  state  of  continual  action,  by  the  spinal  cord,  which  are  almost  invariably  fol. 
operation  of  various  reflected  stimuli ;  and  lowed  for  a  time  by  entire  suspension  of  its 
this  action  will  be  suffident  to  maintain  its  functions.  Again,  the  power  of  the  whole 
nutrition,  and  to  prevent  the  loss  of  its  spinal  cord  may  be  diminished  by  variooa 
contractility*.  Whichever  explanation  be  causes,  such  as  enfisebled  circulation,  pres- 
adopted,  tlie  fact  is  an  important  one,  as  sure,  &c. ;  and  then  we  have  torpidity  of  the 
affording  a  means  of  diagnosis  in  some  whole  muscular  system.  If  oppression  ex- 
obscure  cases  of  paralysis.  Thus  in  some  ists  in  the  brain,  the  functions  of  the  medulla 
cases  of  paraplegia  the  reflex  actions  may  be  oblongata  will  be  especially  affected ;  and,  if 
exdted  ;  in  others  they  cannot  be.  In  the  it  be  prolonged  and  suffidtatly  severe,  as- 
former  the  disease  must  be  in  the  dorsal  or  phyxia  will  result  from  the  intermptioi\  of 
cervical  portion  of  the  spinal  cord,  leaving 

its  lumbar  portion  free  to  carry  on  the  reflex  ^  _.    ^  ,    ^ .            Z             T"]           T" 

«^on.,  though  iU  c<m«.xion  with  the  brrin  ^^J^  tt^uZ!T^it'ir\^'%l^^ 

portion  of  Dr.  M.  Hall*B  recently  published  work 


a  nm^cle,  the  ncrvoiiB  conhpxions  of  which  fiavc  doctrines  are  dearly  shown.    It  is  only  to  be 

been  completely  divided,hefh!qaenlly  vtimulated  regretted  that  a  volume  devoted  to  adentiflc  in- 

by  (falvauism,  lU  nutrition  reniaina  normal,  and  vctttigation  should  be  disfigured  by  so  many  per- 

its  contractilitv  i»  retained.    See  Edln.  Monthly  sonarattacks,  many  of  them  completely  s:round- 

Jonrnal  of  Medical  Science,  May,  1841.  leas  in  their  nature,  as  this  contains. 
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the  respiratory  movementa  which  it  ooca-  canthnrides  on  the  neck  of  the  btadder  and 
flioDS.  adjoining  partSi  and  Kcale  comutum  on  the 
On  the  other  hand,  the  excitability  of  t)ie  uterus.  The  mode  of  influence  of  cantha- 
whole  cord,  or  of  particular  parts  of  it,  may  rides  is  illustrated  by  a  curious  case,  related 
be  morbidly  increased.  This  is  especially  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  of  a  young  lady  who  lost  the 
aeen  in  tetanus,  hydrophobia,  and  the  artifi-  power  of  retention  of  urine  in  consequence  of 
cial  tetanus  induced  by  strychnine  ;  so  that  a  fatty  tumor  in  the  spiaal  canal,  which  gradu- 
the  slightest  external  stimulus  is  sufficient  to  ally  severed  the  spinal  cord,  and  induced  pa- 
induce  reflex  actions  in  their  most  terrific  rapiegia.  The  power  of  retaining  the  urine 
forms.  It  is  interesting  to  remark,  that,  in  was  always  restored /or  a  time  by  a  dose  of 
these  formidable  diseases,  the  functions  of  tincture  of  cantharides,  which  augmented  the 
the  muscles  controlling  the  various  orifices  excitability  of  the  s^ment  of  the  cord,  with 
are  tiiose  most  affected ;  and  it  is  by  the  which  the  sphincter  vesicse  is  connected. 
spasms  affecting  the  organs  of  respiration  or  The  researches  of  Valentini  when  grafted 
deglutition^  that  life  is  commonly  terminated,  (so  to  speak)  on  the  doctrines  of  Dr.  M« 
Various  remedied  agents  will  probably  be  Hall,  afford  the  key  to  the  explanation  of 
found  to  operate  by  occasioning  increased  the  numberless  sympathetic  influenoea  of  the 
excitability  in  some  particular  segments  of  organs  of  nutrition,  &c.  upon  one  another ; 
the  cord ;  so  that  the  usual  stimuli  applied  by  showing  that  they  are  idl  connected  with 
to  the  parts  connected  with  these,  will  occa-  the  spinal  cord ;  and  that  the  muscular 
sion  increased  muscular  action.  This  seems  structure,  with  which  they  are  all  provided, 
to  be  the  case,  for  example,  in  regard  to  the  may  be  excited  to  contraction  through  it. 
influence  of  aloes  on  the  rectum  and  uterus, 

ON  dered  states  of  the  circulation  can  be 

SOME  POINTS  IN  THE  PATHOLOGY  referred  to  modifications  of  the  known 

OP  THE  CIRCULATION.  properties  of  the  blood-vessels  and  their 

contents.     Of  these  states  the  most 

By  Chaklbs  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.F.R.S.  important  to  be  noticed  are  those  of 

ProfeMor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  local  hypersemia,  or  too  much  blood  in 

Medicine.  University  College,  London.  ^  p^^j  .   three  varieties  of  wluch  have 

Being  the  subsiance  qf  the.  GuMonian  been  distinguished  by  several  English 
Lectures  for  1841.  writers,  but  with  less  precision  than  is 
(Continued  from  p.  611.)  desirable  in  points  so  fundamental  in 
pathology.    The  most  elementary  cha- 
racter by  which  we  may  define  these 
It  will  be  our  next  object  to  consider  varieties  is  their  relation  to  motion,  as 
how  far  tlic  phenomena  of  the  disor-  expressed  in  the  following  table  : — 

f  (a,)  Diminished — Congestion  or  passive  hypersemia. 
Local  hypersemia,  or  J  l(*0  Increased — Determination.      J  a,^-«  k,,««* 

too  much  blood  in  5  with  motion  ^(c.)  PartiaUy  in-  )  [  ^*^^®.  '^^^' 

a  party  )  J     creased,  parti-  >  Inflammation.  )     k°^>^- 

V.     ally  diminished  ) 

CongeitUm :  am  increase  qf  blood  in  a  with  them  in  diseases^  or  can  produce 
pari  with  dinwmked  motion. — ^The  phy«  them  artificially, 
aical  causes  of  this  condition  are  very  The  dilatation,  which  constitutes  con- 
simple.  To  hold  an  increased  ouantity  gestion,  may  be  caused  by  obstruction  to 
of  blood  the  vessels  must  be  dilated  $  the  onward  course  of  the  blood  :  thus 
and  if  they  are  dilated  without  a  corre-  congestion  of  the  brain  may  be  occa- 
sponding  enlargement  of  the  arteries  sionedby  a  tumor  pressing  on  the  jugu- 
leading  to  them,  the  blood  in  the  dilated  lars,  or  even  by  a  tight  cravat :  the  lungs 
vessels  must  move  more  slowly.  Con-  become  congested,  from  obstructive  or 
gestion,  then,  ^lay  simply  consist  in  a  regurgitant  disease  of  the  mitral  on- 
dilated  state  of  the  small  vessels  without  fice :  the  liver  becomes  congested  from 
further  chan^^e ;  but  in  some  instances  the  same  lesion,  especially  when  corn- 
other  conditions,  such  as  venous  ob-  bined  with  dilatation  of  the  right  ven- 
struction,  and  change  in  the  blood,  con-  tricle,  which  causes,  free  reg^urgitation 
tribute  to  the  diminished  motion  which  also  through  the  tricuspid  onfice.  The 
is  its  essential  character.  Let  us  exa-  distinguishing  character  of  con^stion 
mine  how  the  small  vessels  become  from  tiiese  causes  is  that  the  veins  are 
dilated  by  the  circumstances  which  are  also  dilated, 
known  to  cause  congestions,  as  we  meet  The  dilatation  which  constitutes  con- 


638  DR.  C.  J.  B.  WILLIAMS  ON  SOME  POINTS  IN  THE 

gestion,  may  be  due  to  atony  or  weakness  tion,  but  by  congestion :  this  especially 
of  the  capillary  vessels  themselves,  so  happens  in  the  liver— a  chiefly  venous 
that  they  yield  to  and  are  distended  by  organ ;  but  it  occurs  also  in  other  parts, 
the  blood  which  they  receive.  This  It  might  be  supposed  that  the  stimuli 
weakness  may  be  a  part  of  general  vas-  act  simply  by  exnausting  the  irritability 
cular  debility,  as  in  adynamic  fevere,  of  the  small  vessels,  and  thus  leaving 
or  extreme  prostration  from  any  cause,  them  weakened  and  distended  by  their 
as  in  that  which  accompanies  a  slow  contents.  I  have  often  most  distinctly 
death.  The  distinctive  character  of  seen,  under  the  microscope,  the  minute 
this  variety  of  congestion  is,  that  it  is  vessels  of  a  frog's  web  contract  on  the 
Aypo«/a/ic,  produced  under  the  influence  application  of  an  irritant*,  such  as  a 
of  gravitation  in  parts  that  lie  lowest,  grain  of  capsicum,  and  afterwards  ex- 
But  the  atony  or  weakness  of  the  pand  beyond  their  usual  size;  but  these 
capillaries  may  be  partial,  without  cor-  changes  chiefly  took  place  in  the  minute 
responding  weakness  of  the  rest  of  the  artenes,  and  caused,  first,  diminished 
vascular  system.  Continued  distension  quantity  of  blood  with  diminished  mo- 
may  impair  the  tone  of  the  capillaries,  tion,  and  afterwards  increased  flow 
and  thus  the  congestion  arising  from  with  increased  motion,  neither  of  which 

gravitation,  or  venous  obstruction,  may  is  congestion,  but  the  latter  determina- 

ecome  fixed  in  the  capillaries,  and  con-  tion  of  blood.   But  on  the  application  of 

tinue  after  the  removal  of  its  ori^nal  a  stronger  irritant,  such  as  a  minute  drop 

cause.    Thus  if  the  arm  be  hun^  down  of  essential  oil  (which  is  equiiUy  with- 

below  the  level  of  the  body,  or  tied  up,  out  chemical  action),  the  previous  arte- 

as  for  bleeding,  for  a  long  time,  the  rial  contraction  was  scarcely  apparent, 

purple  hue,  which  denotes  congestion,  and  the  enlargement  was  speedy  and 

will  not  disappear  for  some  time  after  most  obvious;  causing  extreme  rapidity 

the  change  of  me  posture,  or  the  loosen-  of  motion  in  all  the  vessels,  capillaries, 

ing  of  the  ligature.     So  too  the  dimness  '  and  veins,  which  were  also  distinctly  en- 

of  vision  and  confusion  of   thought,  larged.    In  a  few  minutes  the  size  of  the 

which  have  been  produced  by  a  stoop-  arteries  began  to  diminish,  and  with  it 

ing  posture  or  violent  bodily  eflbrts,  the  motion  in  the  vessels  beyond  them, 

may    not    cease    with  their  exciting  Many  of  the  capillaries  still  retained 

causes.    Thus,  too,  in  persons  dead  of  their  enlarged  dimensions,  and  in  them 

diseased  heart,  we  often  find  the  liver  the  motion  was  most  sluggish,  and  in 

and  other  viscera  much  cone^ested,  with-  some   cases   ceased    altogether.     The 

out  any  unusual  fulness  oi  the  venous  retardation  of  motion  was    obviously 

trunks.  due  in  part  to  the  enlargement  of  the 

'  Congestions  of  internal  organs  are  vessel  with  diminished  supply  from  the 

occasioned  by  the  application  of  cold  to  artery,  but  it  was  partly  owing  to  the 

the  surface ;  and  this  intropulsive  ope-  cohesion  of  blood-particles  to  each  other 

ration  of  cold,  if  it  continue  long,  so  and  to  the  vessel ;  for  when,  after  fresh 

distends  the  internal  capillaries,  that  irritation  has  increased  the  flow  through 

the  restoration  of  warmth  to  the  surface  the  artery,  the  blood  stagnant  in  the 

will  not  remove  the  congestion.    Again,  capillaries  was  again  set  in  motion,  it 

malarious  influences  act  like  cold;  they  moved  almost  in  mass,  and  left  many 

cause  fi^reat  internal  congestion  during  of  the  round  globules  adhering  to  the 

the  cold  stage,  (how  they  do  so  is  un-  sides  of  the  vessel.    It  is  plain  then 

certain)  :  and  the  long  operation  or  that  congestion,  as  we  define  it,  follows 

frequent  repetition  of   this  influence  certain  degrees  of  irritation  of  vascular 

causes  permanent  congestive  enlarge-  structure;    but  this  adhesion  of   the 

ments  of  internal  organs.      In  both  particles  is    an   additional    character, 

these  cases,  the  first  cause  of  the  con-  which  is,  I  have  found,  not  present  in 

gestion  acts  generally  on  the  vascular  congestion  from  venous    obstruction, 

system ;  but  its  subsequent  cause  is  in  In  this  respect  we  shall  see  that  it  ap- 

die  congested  capillaries,    which    by  proaches  to  inflammation,  the  aeknow- 

lone  distension  lose  their  tone.  ledged  result  of  continued  or  severe 

Other  causes  of  congestion  are  less  irritation. 

simple  in  their  operation.    The  con- ■ — 

tinued  application  of  stimuli  to  a  part  ,  * '"*  thUand  aU  similar  experimenU  the  Irri- 

issometimeBfoUowed,notbyinflamW.  ?n"{b  "JSSu'fSr'btoidf ''"'  no  chemical  actwu 
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its  cause  as  well  as  its  effect;  but  we  usuallyadmitted  three  globules  abreast, 

have  no  facts  to  enable  us  decide  the  gave  passae^e  to  only  one  in  the  centre ; 

nature  of  the  connection :  it  is  probably  ttiose  at  the  sides  being  motionless, 

complex.  Hence  he  was  led  to  ascribe  the  ob- 

l  have  already  noticed  cold  as  a  cause  Structing  influence  of  cold  to  m  in- 

of  congestion,  by  its  intropulsive  ope-  creasing  the  thickness  of  the  motionless 

ration.    But  cold  is  also  a  oirect  cause:  layer  of  serum  which  lines  the  vessels. 

witness  the  red  and  purple  noses  which  Heat,  on  the  contrary,  diminished  this 

we  get  in  very  cold  weather.     The  layer,  so  that  the  vessels,  especially  the 

several  effects  of  cold  on  the  extreme  finest,  became  more  permeable, 

circulation  may, be  partly  explained  by  So  far  is  M.  Poiseuille  from  ascribing 

its  constringent  operation  on  the  ves-  the  operation  of  these  agents  to  vital 

sels,  varying  according  to  the  mode  of  changes,  that  he  views  it  as  altogether 

its  application.  physical :  and  he  cites  the  experiments 

The  first  effect  of  cold  on  the  surface,  of  M.  Girard,  a  mathematician,  who  in 

especially  in  those  of  weak  circulation,  1817  demonstrated  by  experiment,  that 

is  paleness,  from  the  shrinking  of  all  hot  water  passed  through  fine  tubes 

the  vessels.    An  extreme  result  of  this  with  greater  velocity  than  cold  water ; 

kind  is  seen  in  the  waxy  pallidity  of  and  this  independently  of  the  expan- 

fingers  after  cold  bathing,  in  those  of  sion  of  the  tuoes.    This  he  attributed 

languid  circulation:  the  cold  reaches  to  heat  diminishing  the  attraction  of 

and  contracts  the  artery,  stops  the  sup-  cohesion  between  tne  solid  and  the 

ply  of  blood,  and  consequently  of  co-  fluid, 

lour,  heat,  and  function.  The  physical  quality  of  cohesive  at- 

But  external  cold  commonly  acts  traction  must  then  likewise  be  con- 
more  partially,  constricting  first  the  cerned  in'modifying  the  passage  of  the 
more  superficial  vessels,  the  veins,  blood  through  its  vessels;  and  even 
whilst  the  arteries  continue  to  pour  in  more  than  in  the  case  of  water ;  because 
blood,  at  first  florid,  but  by  stagnation  the  liquor  sanguinis  is  more  viscid,  and 
becoming  dark-coloured.  Hence  the  has  more  cohesive  attraction :  the  mo- 
congestion  from  cold  is  at  first  red;  but  tionless  layer  must  therefore  be  thicker, 
soon  becomes  purple.  When  warmth  and  more  affected  by  heat  and  cold, 
is  restored  to  the  part,  the  red  conges-  On  repeating  the  experiments  of 
Uon  remains  for  some  time,  because  Poiseuille,  on  the  frog's  web,  I  have 
the  capillaries  having  been  unduly  sus-  obtained  somewhat  di&rent  results.  It 

E ended,  even  when  braced  by  cold,  was  quite  evident  that  the  arteries  at 
ave  lost  of  their  tone,  and  yield  to  the  least  did  contract  on  the  application  of 
force  of  the  circulation  through  the  ice,  and  did  enlarge  on  the  application 
now  dilated  arteries.  of  warm  water :  the  changes  m  the  rate 
The  influence  of  cold  and  heat  on  of  motion  were,  therefore,  in  part  to  be 
the  capillary  circulation  is  not,  how-  ascribed  to  these  causes.  Under  the 
ever,  exerted  on  the  vessels  only.  The  influence  of  cold  the  blood  moved  more 
observations  of  M.  Poiseuille  on  this  slowly  in  the  capillaries,  and  many 
subject  show  that  these  agents  operate  round  particles  remained  stationary,  or 
in  another  way.  On  applying  small  nearly  so,  in  contact  with  the  walls  of 
pieces  of  ice  to  the  mesentery  or  web  the  vessel.  The  same  result  ensued 
of  a  frog,  or  to  the  mesentery  of  a  very  after  pressing  the  web  with  the  fing^er ; 
young  kitten,  he  perceived  no  change  numbers  of  3ie  small  rounder  particles 
in  the  size  of  the  capillaries ;  and  yet  were  seen  adhering  to  the  vessels, 
the  blood  in  them  moved  much  more  totally  obstructing  many  of  the  smaller 
slowly,  and  at  last  became  quite  stag-  ones,  and  moving  slowly  along  the 
nant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  applica-  sides  of  the  larger  vessels,  until  on  a 
tion  of  very  warm  water  was  found  return  of  a  more  rapid  flow  through 
greatly  to  accelerate  the  passage  of  the  the  arteries,  the  adherent  globules  were 
globules  in  the  capillaries — it  is  said  gradually  all  sw^pt  on  by  the  fuller 
without  equally  augmenting  the  cur-  and  more  forcible  current.  On  another 
Tent  in  the  arteries  and  veins :  so  that  occasion  I  may  attempt  to  explain 
their  motions  through  the  capillaries  further  the  relations  between  the  mo- 
became  as  rapid  as  in  the  axis  of  the  tionless  layer  and  the  moving  blood ; 
larger  vessels.  Under  the  influence  of  but  enougn  has  been  said  to  make  it  a 
ice,  he  observed   that  vessels  which  question  whether  M.  Poiseuille  has  not 
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Diffeetive  secretian  is  frequently  osso-  palpitation  there  may  be  determination 
ciated  with  congestion,  apparently  as  to  the  h^id,  and  this  I  beUeve  to  be  the 
overrated  its  effects.  One  ot  his  state-  common  immediate  cause  of  the  sudden 
ments  is  obviously  erroneous:  that  paroxysms  of  various  kinds  which  aflect 
underfehe  influence  of  heat  the  velocity  tlie  nervous  centres.  But  the  most 
of  the  current  in  the  capillaries  is  common  cases  of  determination  of 
increased  without  any  corresponding  blood  are  those  caused  by  the  applica- 
augmentation  or  change  of  current  in  tion  of  stimuli :  thus  heat  causes  the 
the  connected  arteries  or  veins.  A  cur-  flow  of  blood  to  the  surface ;  snuflT  to 
rent  cannot  be  increased  in  one  part  of  the  nose  and  eyes ;  spices  in  the  mouth, 
a  channel  without  a  corresponding  in-  to  the  salivary  glands ;  food  in  the 
crease  of  velocity,  or  of  size,  in  other  stomach,  to  the  vessels  of  its  mem- 
parts  of  the  same  channel.  branes;  purgatives  to  those  of  the  in- 

Determmationqf  blood:  an  increase  (^  testines;  diuretics  to  the  kidneys,  &c. 

blood  m  a  part  with  increased  nuttion, —  In  fact  the  operation  of  most  medicines 

Healthy  examples  of  this  variety  of  depends  on  their  somehow  causing  an 

active  hypersmia  are  presented  in  the  increased  flow  to  particular  vessels;  and 

case  of  blushing,  the  formation  of  the  there  are    few  diseases    unconnected 

stag's  antlers  (Hunter),    and  in  the  with  local  determination  of  blood.  But 

development  of  the  gravid  uterus.  The  Parry  aiid  Broussais  were  botli  wrong 

increased  vascularity  and  redness  in  in  confounding  this  with  inflammation, 

these  cases  proves  the  increase  of  blood,  of  which  it  wants  the  additional  elemen  t, 

and  the  enlarged  size  and  increased  obstruction  and  alteration  of  the  capii- 

pulsation  of  the  vessels  leading  to  the  laries. 

parts,  indicate  the  augmentation  of  the        Now  what  is  the  physical  cause  of 

motion  of  this  blood.  .  determination  of  blood  to  a  part  ?     The 

In  disease  we  meet  with  many  in-  cause  is  not  in  the  heart ;  for  increased 
stances  of  determination  of  blood.  De-  action  of  this  would  not  operate  locally ; 
termination  to  the  head  is  one  familiarly  and,  as  we  have  just  noticed,  local  de- 
known,  and  it  affords  the  opportunity  terminations  often  take  place  without 
of  displaying  one  of  the  characteristics  any  perceptible  change  in  the  heart's  ac- 
of  determination,  in  the  enlargement  tion.  Is  it  (to  use  the  common  phrase) 
and  throbbing  of  the  carotid  arteries,  increased  action  of  the  vessels  ?  The 
I  had  lately  a  patient  who  was  subject  only  active  property,  which  we  know 
to  attacks  of  this  kind,  which  caused  the  vessels  to  possess,  is  that  of  con- 
him  so  much  suffering  and  loss  of  traction,  the  operation  of  which  would 
moral  control,  that  he  attempted  to  be  to  diminish  instead  of  to  increase 
destroy  himself  by  cutting  his  throat  the  flow.  We  know  by  observation,  aa 
When  an  attack  came  on,  the  beaUnff  well  as  bj^  reasoning,  that  determination 
of  the  carotids  was  most  manifest,  ana  to  a  part  is  effected  by  enktrgement  of  the 
was  promptly  followed  by  flushing  of  arteries ;  and  this  enlargement  is  the 
the  whole  face  and  head,  suffusion  of  effect  of  the  arterial  pressure  {vis  li  tergo) 
the  eyes,  and  sensations  in  the  head,  acting  on  a  tube  that  has  lost  some  of  its 
which  he  called  distracting.  In  the  contractile  power.  If  the  arteries  are 
slighter  attacks,  these  symptoms  would  enlarged,  the  capillaries  and  veins  lead- 
all  pass  away  in  a  minute  or  two.  Fits  ing  from  them  will  also  be  enlarged,  and 
of  epilepsy  and  convulsive  hysteria  are.  will  partake  of  the  increase  of  blood 
often  immediately  preceded  by  throb-  and  motion  thus  supplied  to  them, 
bing  of  the  carotids,  showing  that  de-  Such  is  what  we  see  under  the  micros* 
termination  of  blood  is  their  proximate  cope  after  the  application  of  a  moderate 
cause.  Drs.  Darwin  and  Parry  relate  imtant ;  and  in  the  tense  hard  pulse  of 
cases  in  which  convtdsive  paroxysm^  arteries  leading  to  inflamed  or  irritated 
were  prevented  bv  pressure  on  one  of  parts,  we  recognise  the  effect  of  the 
the  carotids;  and  I  have  adopted  this  coats  of  the  vessel  being  stretched  to 
expedient  w4th  success-in  two  instances,  tightness,  and  untempered  by  the  usual 
Many  of  the  epileptic  patients  whom  I  elastic  spring. 

have  questioned,  have  stated  that  the        If  we  inouire  further  what  is  the 

fit  is  always  preceded  by  palpitation,  physiolo^cal  cause  of  Uie  dilatation  of 

which  is  usually  accoxnpanied  by  de-  the  arteries,  which  thus  causes  deter- 

teEmination  to  -the  heaa :  but  without  mination  of  blood,  we  do  not  find  a 
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eatisfactofy   answer   in    the  facts  or    dty  of  blood  is  determined  to  one  part, 
opinions  adduced  by  writers  on  the    there  must  be  less  in  other  parts ;  and 
subject.    We  know  that  arteries  become    what  is  of  more  importance,  the  force 
dilated    (relaxed)    by  moderate  heat,    of  the  heart's  action,  which  before  was 
and  after  being  contracted  under  the    eouaUy  divided  among  all  the  branches 
influence  of  cold  or  of  a  stimulus :  but    of  an  artery,  becomes  in  great  measure 
we  cannot  see  how  the  same  thing    engrossed  by  those  which  are  dilated* 
takes  place  in  blushing,  or  immediately    The  other  branches  are,  therefore,  left 
on  the  application  of  stimuli.      The    minus,  and  so  are  all  other  vessels  in 
terms  active  dilatation  (Hunter),  in-    the  body ;  and  this  is  more  felt  as  the 
flammatory  turgescence   (Kaltenbrun-    general  circulation  is  weak.    In  those 
ner),     mean   nothing   that   has    any    of  languid  circulation,  the  determination 
parallel  in  animal  physics.      Others    accompanying  digestion  often  causes 
speak  of  nervous  influence,  which  is    chilliness  of  the  surface.     Such  per* 
certainly  concerned  ;    but  how,  is  a    sons,  too,  get  their  heads  hot  and  tneir 
mystery.    The  effect  is,  that  the  fibres    feet  cold  on  going  into  a  close  warm 
of  the  affected  artery  are  paralysed  or    room ;    and   by  cooling   their   heads 
weakened;  so  that  they  tnen  become    warmth  is  restored  to  the  feet    Attacks 
distended  by  the  vis  k  tergo.    But  what    of  local  determination  of  blood  are  often 
evidence  have  we  of  nerves  paralysing    accompanied  by  shivering  fits,  coldness 
organic  irritable  fibres  ?    Strong  moru    of  the  extremities,  and  aefective  secre- 
emotions  do  sometimes  cause  relaxation    tions,  all  indicating  too  little  supply  to 
of   the  sphincters,  and   weaken    the    other  parts.    The  important  therapeutic 
heart's  motions;  and  these  influences    agency  of  derivation  or  revulsion  de- 
are   probably  allied   to   the    one   in    pends  on  the  properties  under  consi- 
question ;  but  the  true  nature  of  the    aeration ;  and,  as  a  remedial  measure, 
connection,  and  the  laws  which  govern    it  is  most  directly  suited  to  remove 
it,  are  ^et  to  be  investigated.     Dr.    local  determinations  of  blood.     The 
Billing  mgeniously  conceives  the  ner-    distinction     between     derivants    and 
voos  influence  to  be  exhausted,  drawn    counter-irritants  has  not   been   sufii- 
away  from  the  vessels  by  the  stimula^    ciently  observed ;    but    they    are   as 
tion  of  the  nerves,  and  that  thus  their    different  in  their  action  and  suitabilities 
contractile  power  is  impaired;    but,    as  the  two  states,  determination  and 
besides  other  objectionable  points,  this    inflammation,  are  separate  from  each 
view  assumes  that  muscular  irritability    other.    Thus,  in  cases  of  determination 
even  in  its  lowest  form,  tonicity,  is  a    of  blood,  more  relief  may  generally  be 
property  derived  firom  the  nerves — an    obtained  from  cupping  (even  dry),  hot 
assumption  unwarranted  by  the  facts    pediluvium,  or  warm  oaths,  than  firom 
and  views  most  generally  received  by    blisters,  and  such  like, 
physiologists.  Local  determinations  of  blood,  like 

We  can  see  something  of  the  Jinal  local  inflammations,  are  sometimes 
cause  of  determination  oiblood.  "  Ubi  followed  by  excitement  of  the  ac- 
stimulus,  ibi  fluxus."  The  flow  is  in-  tion  of  the  heart  Is  the  heart 
tended  to  support  the  well-being  and  thus  excited  by  a  direct  influence 
function  of  tne  part.  If  any  influence  propagated  from  the  seat  of  determina- 
disturb  its  well-being,  or  excite  ita  tion?  or  by  a  reaction  of  the  vital 
fdnction,  more  blood  is  called  for :  the  powers  against  the  prostrating  influence 
capillaries  are  dilated  to  receive  more :  of  local  determination  on  the  general 
and  the  arteries  and  veins  are  enlarged  circulation.  The  first  is  the  commonly 
to  keep  the  increased  blood  duly  in  received  opinion  ;  but  it  involves  some 
motion.  The  result  is,  in  moderation,  difliculties :  for  instance,  how  does  an 
to  increase  tlie  redness,  warmth,  sensi-  influence  which  dilates  the  arteries  in- 
bility,  secretion,  nutrition,  and  other  crease  the  contractions  of  the  heart? 
functions  of  the  part :  in  excess,  to  dis-  And,  supposing  ^  this  influence  to  be 
order  and  alter  them.  nervous,  whv  is  it  transmitted  in  some 

There  is  an  important  effect  of  local    cases  of  local  determination,  and  not  in 
determination  of  blood  which  is   the    others  ?    Probably  both  modes  operate; 
more  worthy  of  notice,  because  it  is    one  as  direct  irritation ;   the  other  as 
both    intelligible    and   applicable    to    irritation  of  reaction, 
therapeutics.    When  an  unusual'  quan-       The  cases  hitherto  alluded  to  are 

7Il.~xxviii.  2  T 
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cases  of  determination  to  the  capillary  CONTRIBUTIONS 

terminations  of  arteries.    Another  in-  to  the 

stance  of  irregular  distribution  of  toni-  CHEMICAL  PATHOLOGY  OP  SOME 

city  in  the  arteries,  causing  imperfiBct  poRMS  OF  MORBID  DIGESTION. 

distribution  of  the  circulating  force,  IS 

presented  in  cases  of  aortic  pulsation  By  Golwho  Bian, 

so  pften  met  with  in  nervous  subjects,  ^.D^^ff^^^^fofSS?^^^^ 

or  m  those  m  whom  the  vascular  sys-  iW«Sigary,  and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Phyvics 

tem  is  tnuch  disordered.      In  manv  at  Guy's  Hocpitai. 

cases  of  palpitation,  even  without  val-  r^^  fj^g  London  Medical  Gazette.^ 

vular  disease  of  the  heart,  we  hear  and 

feel  the  thoracic  aorta  and  iU  lar^r  [CoiiUiiuedft^mp.577.] 

branches  thumping  violently,   whilst  Sulphocyanoqen  considered  at  the  cAa- 

the  pulse  at  the  wnst  is  small  and  weak.  ^   racteristic  element  of  saliva. 

Hence,  too,  coldness  of  hands  and  feet  /,        . 

often  alscompanies  these  attacks.  What  The  earliest  mention  of  the  exwtcnce 

becomes  of  the  force  of  the  heart  thus  of  a  substance  in  saliva  .capote  of 

lost  to  the  extreme  arteries  P    It  is  ex-  striking  a  blood-red  tint  with  the  per- 

pended  on  the  dilated  aorta.    As  the  salts  of  iron,  occurs  in  the  elaborate 

violent  beats  subside,  the  pulse  at  the  work  of  Treviranus* ;  he  appeared  to 

wrist  regains  strength,  the  arteries  now  have  no  idea  of  ite  true  nature,  and 

more  equally  distributing   the  force,  thus  refers  to  it  in  his  fourth  volume-- 

Thus  we  see  that  alterations  in  the  "  Ich  habe  in  speichel  zwey  Bestand- 

arterial  tubes  may  not  only  misdirect,  theile  geftinden,  die  ohne  Zweifel  on 

but  even  neutralize  this  force.  wichtige  Funktion  haben ;  der  eine  ist 

Another  variety  of  aortic  pulsation,  milchsaures  natnum ;  d^r  andern  nenne 

more  remarkable,  because  more  isolated  ich  Blut8aure."—p.  330.     Der  Hampt- 

and  independent  of  palpitation,  is  that  character  derselben  ist,  mit  em  g^t- 

in  the  abdomen.    The  cceUac  axis,  and  tigten  Auflosung  des  Eisens  in  Salpe- 

the  portion  above  the  bifurcation  into  tersaure  oder  Schwefelsaure,  em  var- 

the  iliacs,  are  the  situations  in  which  I  bindung  einzuciehen  welche  gams  die 

have  observed  this  pulsation  strongest ;  Farbe  des  Blut  hat.  —p.  333. 

and  sometimes  the  temporary  enlarge-  To  observe  this  property  of  saliva, 

ment  of  the  artery  at  these  spots  is  so  aU  that  is  necessary  is  to  add  a  drop  of 

great  as  to  have  been  mistaken  for  a  solution  of  any  per-salt  of  iron,  as 

aneurism.    In  five  cases  of  strong  pul-  the  tinctura  ferri  sesquichloridi  of  our 

sation,  a  little  below  and  to  the  left  of  Pharmacopoeia,  to  about  a  fluid-drachm 

the  epigastrium,  there  waa  hcematemesis  of  saliva :  the  whole  will  become  of  ade^ 

with  or  without  melaena.     In  a  case  of  red  hue,  nearly  approaching  that  of 

very  strong  pulsation  opposite  the  um-  blood.    This  reaction  has  by  Leopold 

bilicus,  hematuria  occurred,  followed  Gmelin  been  attributed  to  sulphocyanic 

by  dysuria  and  much  lithic  deposit  in  acid,  and  for  reasons  which  cannot  be 

iht  urine.    All  these  cases  were  soon  regarded  otherwise  than  satisfactory, 

cured,  local  depletion  having  decidedly  It  is  true  that  the  alkahne  acetates  poe. 

relieved  them.  sessthe  property  of  tunung  the  salts  of 

In  many  instances  aortic  pulsation  is  voon  deep  red,  providing  the  solutions  are 

associated  with    symptoms    referribl6  tolerably  concentrated ;  and  as  the  al- 

rather  to  the  nerves  than  the  vessels ;  kaline  lactates,  salts  regiuded  by  some 

Buch  as  gastrodynia,  euteralgia,  hypo-  chemists  as  acetetes,  masked  by  their 

chondriasis,  and  various  symptoms  of  combination  with  albumen,  really  exist 

nervous  dyspepsia.    Both  the  natural  in  saliva,  it  has  been  supposed  that 

end  the  morbid  relations  between  the  these     combinations    constituted    the 

nerves  and  the  arteries  have  yet  to  be  colorific  element  of  saliva  :   and  diis 

made  out  by  experiment ;   and  the  in-  among  others  appears  to  be  the  opinion 

Tcstigation  is  a  very  important  one  in  of  Schultz.    To  this  view  there  is  one 

a  practical  as  well  as  a  pathological  fatal  objection— that,  when  the  aqueous 

point  of  view.  solution  of  the  alcoholic  extract  of  sa- 
liva is  distilled  with  phosphoric  acid, 
the  fluid  collected  in  the  receiver  pos- 


*  Biolo^e  Oder  Physiolofpe,   von    OotttHed 
ReinholdTreviranuB,  GAttingeii,  ISU. 
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^cesses  the  property  of  turning  red  on  To  shew  thisi  mix  a' very  dilate  solution 

the  addition  ofa  drop  of  the  tincture  of  of  any  alkaline    aulphocvanide   with 

eesquichloride  of  iron.     Now  if  the  chloride  of  baiium,  and  filter  the  fluid, 

extract  contained   only    the   alkaline  to  free  it  from  any  accidental  presence 

acetates,  they  would,  under  the  influ-  of  a  sulphate ;  then  add  a  few  drops  of 

€nce  of  phosphoric  acid,  be  decom-  nitric  acid,  and  heat  the  mixture:  long 

posed,  and  acetic  acid  would  distil  over,  before  ebullition  occurs  the  sulphur  of 

and  the  product  would  not  produce  the  the  sulphocyanide  will  become  oxidized, 

efEed  under  consideration,  which  must  and  sulphuric  acid  will  be  formed ;  and 

necessarily  result  if  even  a  small  quantity  this,  by  combining  with  the  barytes,  will 

•of  sulphocyanic  acid  were  present.  This  render  the  change  obvious,  bv  a  copious 

has  Xken  corroborated  by  Van  Setten*,  precipitate  of  the  sulphate  ot  that  base, 

and  many  others.     ^  ^  insoluble  in  nitric  acid^.    If  then,  any 

The  property  of  striking  a  deep  red  co-  specimen  of  saliva  capable  of  reddening 

lour  with  the  salts  of  iron  aocB  not  belong  the  per-salts  of  iron  be  acidulated  with 

-to  the  albuminous  ingredient  of  saljva  nitnc  add,  mixed  with  chloride  of  ba- 

-or  ptyalin ;  the  aqueous  solution  of  this  rium,  and  filtered,  no  change  will  occur 

matter  turns  to  tne  faintest  yelllow  on  until  the  mixture   be  warmed,  when 

the  addition  of  a  ferruginous  per-salt :  sulphuric  acid  will  be  formed  at  the 

by  exposure  to  the  air  for  24  hours  the  expense  of  the  sulphur  of  the  sulpho- 

ptyalin  becomes  alkaline,  being  appa-  cyanogen,  and  a  copious  precipitate  of 

rently  partly  separated  into  insoluble  sulphate  of  barvtes  will  occur.    From 

alfacunen  and  soda,  the  latter  causing  these  facts  I  think  it  is  perfectly  justi- 

the  separation  of  sesqui-oxide  of  iron ;  fiable  to  admit  that  saliva  depends,  for 

and  hence  a  brick-red  precipitate  ap-  its  power-  of  reddenin?  salts  of  iron, 

pears  in  the  mixture.   This  fact  has  upon  the  presence  of  sulphocyanic  acid 

been  recorded  by  8chultz,  but  without  — ^the  Blutsaure  of  Treviranus. 

eiving  the  rationale  of  the  phenomenon.  From   these   observations   we  may 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  deep  hue  venture  to  conclude  that  when  a  nearly 

of  the  colour  produced  by  mixing  saliva  colourless  fluid   discharged  from  the 

with  the  per-salts  of  iron  could  not  de-  mouth  is  submitted  to  inspection,  and 

pend  upon  sulphocyancjg^n,  because  it  found  to  possess  the  property  of  striking 

iS  destroyed  bv  the  addition  of  a  drop  a  deep  red  with  the  tincture  of  sesqui- 

of  fuming  hyorochloric  acid:  thisob-  chloride  of  iron,  of  giving  evidence  of 

jection  falls  to  the  ground  upon  sub-  sulnhuric  after  being  oxydized  by  nitric 

mitting  it  to  the  test  of  experiment ;  for  aeia,  of  yidding  a   matter   undistin- 

I  find  that  this  very  efiect  is  produced  euishable  from  albumen  after  a  few 

when  sulphocyanogen  is  indisputably  bubbles  of  gaseous  chlorine  have  passed 

^hecolounng  agent  To  prove  this  I  add-  through  it,  and  of  a  specific  gravity 

«d^iiltalMiiasoIutkmofsulphocyanideof  ranging  firom  1*0043  to  1*0091,  or  per- 

potassium  to  a  quantity  ofsaliva  of  mer-  haps  rarely  a  little  higher,  it  ma^be 

rnrial  ptyalism,  which  is  nearly  without  regardedas  consisting ctiiefly  or  entirely 

action  on  salts  of  iron,  until  it  acquired  of  saliva;    although,   in  the  present 

the  power  of  producing  with  salts  of  state  of  our  knowledge,  we  have  no 

iron  a  tint  of  the  same  intensity  as  right  to  conclude  that  one  or  other  of 

heMthy  saliva.  I  then  added  to  this  pre-  these  properties  may  not  be  absent,  and 

pared  saliva  a  drop  ofthe  tincture  of  ses-  yet  the  fluid  may  have  been  secreted 

qoichloride  of  iron :  a  nearly  blood-red  by  the  salivary  apparatus.   I  shall  have 

colour  was  mroduced ;  and  when  to  the  occasion  to  give  several  iUustradons  of 

mixtuie  a  few  drops  of  fuming  hydro-  the  necessity  of  this  caution  in  deter- 

chloric  acid  were  added,  the  colour  va-  mining  the  nature  of  fluids  voided  from 

nished,  and  a  pale  yellow  tint  alone  the  mouth,  especially  in  the  case  of 

remained.  saliva  of  artificially  excited  ptyalism. 

Another  proof  of  the  presence  of  ^     ,.    .  .             ^  _  _       ,.       _ 

anlphocyanogcn  in  the  saliva  is  based  PecuharUies pretenUd  hf  •aUvawken  «- 

on  ?he  formation  of  sulphuric  acid  on  ^^  *»  excess,  umier  the  t^^uemee  qf 

the  addition  of  an  oxydizing  agent;  duease or t^ medtemee. 

for  this  purpose  it  is  generally  sug-  This  part  of  our  subject  has  beea 

gested  to  use  chlorate  of  potass,  but  comparatively  neglected,  notwitkatand- 

tiitric  acid  I  find  to  be  amply  sufiicient.    — 7;        ^~ 

. •  It  it  potrible  th*t  even  this  retction  may 

•  MiUler.  Aichiv  tar  Anatomie,  Ssc  Jahrsang,  occur  withoot  the  presence  of  sulphocyanoaren, 

tSaa,  p.  16i,  (AnnoAl  Report),  for,  m  allmmen  contains  attlphur  as  one  of  tU 
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tng  its  interest,  and  I  cannot  but  regret  tions ;  for,  amon^  other  ideas  giren  to 

that  the  amount  of  information  my  the  profession,  it  has  been  suggested 

experience  enables  me  to  offer  is  but  that  these  fluids    consist   wholly   or 

small.    It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  chiefly  of  saliva.     To   this   opinion, 

under  certain  exciting  causes  the  secre-  which  has  been  very  ingeniously  ad- 

tion  of  saliva  becomes  extraordinarily  vanced  by  Dr.  Bnme,  although  I  cannot 

increased,    constituting   the   state   of  help  thinking  on  very  insufficient  data, 

ptyaUsm  or  piyarhata.    This  is  almost  I  snail  have  occasion  to  revert  when 

always  accompanied  by  an  inflammfr-  alluding  to  the  source  of  pyrotic  fluids, 

tory  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  It  is  well  known  that,  as  a  general 

the  mouth,  together  with  considera-  rule,  whenever  a  secretion  is  increased 

ble  injection  and  tumefaction  of  the  in  quantity  an  increase  of  its  watery 

gums,  and  fulness  about  the  parotid  element  occurs,  with  a  constant  dimi- 

and  submaxillary  glands.    This  affec-  nution  in  the  proportion  of  its  saline 

tion,  which  may,  as  every  one  is  aware,  ingredients,  ana  consequently  of   its 

be  produced  by  the  administration  of  specific  gravity,  providing  no  new  ele- 

mercuiy,  also  occasionallv  occurs  as  an  ment,  it^lf  the  product  of  morbid  ao- 

idiopathic  disease,  and  has  been  par-  tions,  be  added.    Of  this  state  we  have 

ticuiarlv  described  by  Dr.    Addison,  an  excellent  illustration  in  the  urine  : 

under  the  name  of  catarrhal  stomatitis,  this  secretion  in  health  may  be  stated 

~It  has  often  been  mistaken  for  mercurial  to  be  of  specific  gravity  1*020 :  ander 

ptyalism,  as  even  the  fo&tor  generally  the  influence  of  hysteria,  mental  emo- 

considered  as  being  characteristic  of  tions,  or  of  diuretics,  the  quantity  voided 

the  latter  is  e(}uall^  present  in  a  greater  in  twenty-four  hours  may  be  increased 

or  less  degree  in  this  disease.  ten-fold,  and  its  density  will  fall  in  a 

The  state  of  ptyalism,  accompanied  corresponding  degrree.    If  a  new  ingre- 

by  an  unconquerable  tendency  to  &;ap-  dient  be  added,  as  sugar  in  diabetes,  we 

ing,  occasionally  occurs  tons  as  an  nvs-  have  the  exception  to  the  law,  and  with 

terical  affection ;  and  in  a  case  of  this  an  increased  bulk  of  secretion  we  find  a 

kind,  related  below,  I  had  the  oppor-  higher  specific  gravity.*  In  the  case  of 

tunity  of  carefully  examining  the  saliva,  the  salivary  secretion  some  anomalies 

An     increased     secretion    of    saliva,  exist  which  at  present  do  not  appear 

amounting  to  ptyalism,  is  frequently  pro-  to  admit  of   any  ready  explanation* 

duced  by  medicines  not  generally  re-  The  further  progress  of  animal  chemis- 

^rded  as  sialagogues.    Thus,  I  have  try  will,  in  all  probability,  soon  clear  up 

m  more  than  one    instance    known  tms  difficultv. 

creosote  produce  this  effect :  iodide  of  In  the  following  table  are  presented 
potassium  frequently  does  the  same  the  resi:dts  of  the  re-asents  on  seven 
thing.  Temporary  ptyalism  is  alsopro*  different  specimens  of  saliva  ;  of  these, 
duced  by  longing  after  food,  by  the  six  were  the  products  of  diflferent  forms 
nausea  antecedent  to  vomiting,  and  of  ptyalism.  The  first  column  pre- 
by  washing  the  mouth  with  imtating  sents  the  results  obtained  by  the  ad- 
fluids,  of  wnich  I  have  seen  a  remarka-  dition  of  the  re-agents  to  healthy 
ble  instance,  where  between  two  and  saliva,  and  enables  us  to  draw  the  ne^^ 
three  nints  of  saliva  were  collected  in  cessair  comparison  between  the  pe- 
a  few  nours  after  washing  the  mouth  culianties  of  healthy  saliva  and  that  of 
with  a  tolerably  pungent  solution  of  ptyalism.  It  will  be  necessary  brieflj 
chlorinated  soda.  These  several  cases  to  revert  to  the  cases  from  which  the  dif- 
of  excessive  secretion  of  saliva  become  ferent  specimens  were  obtained,  for  the 
important  objects  of  study,  for  they  sake  of  future  comparison  with  others* 
enable  us  to  ascertain  wnether  the  _  _  ^  _. 
fluid,  when  secreted  in  large  quantities,  Cask  I.— So/wa  qf  hysteric  ptyaUsm. 

differs  from  that  obtained  under  ordi-       Mary  Ann  S ,  set.  23,  admitted 

nary   circumstances.      This  (question  under  my  care  at  the  Finsburv  Dispen- 

becomes  invested  with  a  pecuhar  inte-  sary  on  December  4,  1840.    A  tall  and 

rest  in  examining  the  source  of  the  se-  handsome  unmarried  woman,  of  dark 

cretion  in  pyrosis  and  analogous  affec-  complexion,  engaged  for  eight  years  as 

-ri — .    .  -,  *: — irmrr — zmTTIT  a  bookfolder,  working  eleven  hours  per 

ultimate  insredieiits,   t]ie  ozidizement  of  this     ,       .  '^i.    °  *i diT 

■QfitUnce  by  the  nitric  acid  mi^t  genmAe  sol-  nay  m  a  room  With  seven  others,     bhe 

phpic  Mid.  and  tbna  introdace  an  important  first  menstruated  at  the  age  of  18,  and 

fei' t<«1£!5S^M"S'u.rn'SSJS?  W  that  time  hM  never  been  com- 

*ary  in  reitarciiei  oTtbii  kind.  pletely  well :  this  function  IS  regular 
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in  its  perfonnance,  lasting  three  days  care  at  the  Dispensary,  for  haemoptysis 

with    considerable   pain;   and  in  tne  connected  with  tubercular  deposit  in 

menstrual  intervals,    profuse    leucor-  the  lungs,  in  November  1840.    After 

rhcea  has  existed.     She  has  frequent  she  had  oeen  a  patient  for  a  short  time 

pains  durinfi;  micturition.    For  the  last  diarrhoea  appeared,  for  which,  in  addi- 

two  years  she  has  complained  of  debi-  tion  to  some  other  remedies,  I  ordered  a 

litv,  irregular  appetite,  distressing  fla-  grainofcalomel,withoneofopium,tobe 

tulence  generally  coming  on  an  nour  taken  night  and  morning.     She  com- 

after  dinner,  with  severe  spasmodic  pain  menced  this  medicine  on  Nov.  19th^ 

referred  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo-  and  on  the  22d,  having  only  taken  four 

men,  which,  however,  is  not  tender  on  grains  of  calomel,  profuse  salivation 

pressure.    During  the  last  year  she  has  commenced :  the  quantity  of  fluid  spat 

oaily,  about  an  hour  after  dinner,  been  from  the  mouth  exceeded  a  quart  in 

seized  with  fits  of  gapin^^,  accompanied  the  twenty-four  hours.     I  coidd  not 

with  a  flow  of  perfectly  limpid  saliva  learn  that  she  had  ever  previously  been 

from  the  mouth.      The  quantity  col-  affected  by  mercury.    On  Nov.  27th 

lected  at  each  paroxysm  exceeds  an  eight  ounces  of  perfectly  limpid  saliva 

ounce,  and  possesses  the  slightest  pos-  were  brought  to  me;  this  quantity  had 

sible  tendency  to  a  bluish  tmt,  resem-  been  secreted  between  tea-time  and  bed- 

bling   that  presented  by  an  aqueous  time.    The  only  food  she  had  taken  in 

solution  of  sulphate  of  quinine.    This  the  day  consisted  of  a  little  boiled  cua- 

ffirPs  bowels  are  irregular  in  the  per-  tard,  and  a  cup  of  tea.  The  saliva  easily 

formance  of  their  functions,  often  act-  passed  througn  a  wet  filter,  and  after 

ing  not  more  than  two  or  three  times  this  operation  preserved  a  slightly  opa- 

inaweek.    Any  mental  emotion  will,  line  hue:  a  small  quantity  of  mucous 

however,  produce  di:  rrhoea.    Frequent  flocculi  and  debris  of  epithelium  was 

headache,  especially  after  the  hysteric  left  on  the  filter :  it  was  quite  free  from 

fits,  which,  although  not  severe,  are  air-bubbles,  and  sufficiently  cohesive  to 

numerous  about  the  menstrual  t)eriods.  be  capable  of  being  drawn  into  riiorC 

Pulse  100,  very  weak,  and  dimcult  to  threads.    The  chemical  properties  of 

count  from  its  smallness.     Heart's  ac-  this  are  shewn  in  column  C  of  the  table 

tion  accompanied  by   a  loud  musical  given  below, 

bruit,  nearly  resembling  the  vibration  ttt      o  »•     a^     m 

of  the  tongue  of  a  Jew's  narp.  Case  III. — aahvafrom  Mercurial 

'The  quantity  of  saliva  brought  tome  Ptyalism, 

was  the  result  of  three  different  parox-  Mary  Johnson,  eet  38,  admitted  at 

ysms  of  gaping ;  it  was  neutral,  and  the  dispensary  under  my  care,  Dec. 

nearly  four  ounces  in  quantity.    Apiece  7th,  1840,  for  acute  pleuntis.    After 

of  litmus  paper  placed  on  the  tongue  depletion  she  was  ordered  the  PiL  Ant 

turned  red.    The  chemical  properties  of  Opiat  Port  of  Guv's  Pharmacopoeia, 

the  fluid  are  shewn  in  col.  B  of  the  table,  with  two  grwns  of  calomel  every  six 

It  may  be  interesting  to  glance  at  the  hours.  In  three  days  ptyalism  com- 
treatment  of  this  case :  It  was  sufli-  menced ;  and  on  the  1 1th  it  was  pro- 
ciently  simple.  The  bowels  were  freely  ^we.  A  specimen  of  the  sahva  was 
relieved  during  a  week  by  the  adminis-  then  collected  and  submitted  to  ero- 
tration  of  a  combination  of  aloes  and  mination.  The  results  are  shewn  in 
aoap;  the  strength  was  supported  by  column  D  of  the  table.  This  specimen 
the  use  of  sesqui-carbonate  of  ammonia  resembled  the  last  in  its  physical  cha- 
in a  bitter  infusion,  and  exercise  was  en-  racters,  and  was  important  only  m 
joined.  The  dysmenorrhcea  was  re-  being  the  result  of  the  acUon  of  a  much 
lieved  by  the  exhibition  of  belladonna  laJ^er  quantity  of  mercury,  about  thirty 
with  small  doees  of  ipecacuanha,  and  grains  of  calomel  having  been  taken 
the  tendency  to  gaping  and  ptyalism  before  the  flmd  was  coUected^  whilst 
ultimately  remov&  by  liaving  electric  in  the  last  case  but  four  grains  had  been 
sparks  drawn  on  alternate  d^s  from  admimstered. 
Ae  region  of  the  salivary  glands.  For  ^^^^  IV,-»afi«i  from  Creoiote 
this  puipose  I  transferred  her  to  Guy's  P^aliim. 
HosmtaT  and  in  about  a  fortnight  she  ^^^  specimen,  which  equalled  about 
was  discharged  cured.  g^^  ^^^  ^^  measure,  was  collected 
Casb  II, — 8alU>a  from  fMereurial  pty-  from  a  woman  about  forty-five  yeais  of 

aUim,  age,  who  had  been  taking  the  creosote 

Mary  Samway,    eet   4^1,  under  my  in  doses  of  tliij.  thrice  a  day  for  some 
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days.  The  pfyalism  was  profuse,  and 
much  resembled  that  produced  by  mer- 
cury :  it  lasted  more  than  a  week. 
The  patient  denied  ever  haying  taken 
any  mercurial  preparation  dunng  her 
illness.  The  saliva  possessed  a 
strong  odour  of  creosote.  Its  be- 
haviour towards  re-agents  is  shewn  in 
column  E. 

Case  V.— 5aKt?a/^om  Temporary  Ptya- 
Usm  excitid  by  Chlorine, 
This  was  collected  from  a  patient  at 
the  Dispensary  who  had  been  using  a 
wash  for  the  mouth,  consisting  of  a 
dilute  solution  of  chlorinated  soda. 
The  woman  had  been  for  some  time 
labouring  under  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs,  attended  with  a  most 
disj^greeable  taste  in  the  mouth,  for  the 
relief  of  which  the  wash  was  ordered. 
Whenever  she  used  the  chlorine,  even 
it  she  took  the  precaution  to  wash  the 
mouth  out  immediately  afterwards,  a 
peculiar  pricking  sensation  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  parotids,  and  a  copious 


fiov^  of  Hmpld  toliva  occturred,  aa4 
continued  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  The  action  of  re-agents  on  this 
secretion  is  shewn  in  column  F  in  the 
table. 

Case  VL— Sa/toa/rom  PiyaUimfoBow* 
hig  the  adndnUtration  t^f  Iodine. 
This  was  collected  from  a  patient  hs 
Westminster  Hospital,  nnder  the  care 
of  Dr.  Bright,  labouring  nnder  sore- 
throat,  apparently  connected  with  a 
previous  syphiMtic  taint,  fbr  which  no 
mercury  had  been  taken.  Iodide  of 
potassium,  in  doses  of  five  erains  thrioe 
a  day,  was  prescribed.  Alter  taking 
this  for  some  days,  active  ptyalism 
appeared,  with  tenderness  about  the 
salivary  glands.  This  excessive  flow 
of  saliva  was  kept  up  bv  the  swollen 
state  of  the  posterior  fauces,  which 
rendered  the  act  of  swallowing  the 
secretion  almost  impracticable.  Thia 
specimen,  which  was  loaded  with 
iodine,  behaved  to  re-agents  in  the 
manner  shewn  in  column  G. 


Actum  o/Re-offents  on  SaHoa  qfFtyoMsm  contrasted  with  the  Healthy  Seeretum, 
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The  SDecimen  of  healthy  saliva,  have  before  alluded  to.  This  agent, 
whose  benaviour  towards  re-agents  is  when  added  per  se,  or  generated  in  the 
shewn  in  column  A,  was  procured  about  fluid  by  an  electric  current,  I  believe 
an  hour  after  breakfast ;  and  the  secre-  acts  by  developing  albumen  previously 
tion  was  excited  by  moving  the  lower  existing  in  a  combined  state  in  the 
jaw  as  in  the  act  of  mastication.  All  secretion.  The  effect  of  nitric  acid  I 
these  seven  specimens  had  certainphy-  am  not  quite  prepared  to  explain.  We 
sical  characters  in  common.  They  might,  with  MitscherUch,  mdeed,  as* 
were  all  colourless,  with  the  exception  sume  that  the  acid  precipitates  mucus 
of  the  slightest  tendency  towai^  a  which  existed  combined  with  soda; 
bluish  or  yellow  tint.  They  all  but  the  chemical  characters  of  the  de- 
contained  in  suspension  more  or  less  posit  at  once  negative  this  hypothesis : 
ropy  mucus,  which,  by  repose,  soon  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  jus- 
suDsided,  and  formed  a  creamy  deposit,  tified  in  considering  the  deposit  pro- 
from  which  the  supernatant  fluid  could  duced  by  nitric  acid  to  resemble  that 
readily  be  decanted.  In  every  case  thrown  down  by  chlorine,  because  it 
the  opalescence  produced  by  exposure  does  not  occur  in  every  case  in  which 
before  submitting  the  specimens  to  exa^  the  latter  produces  a  copious  precipitate, 
mination  was  removable  by  a  drop  of  a  The  action  of  potass  is  remarkable.  Ia 
solution  of  potass,  in  which  menstruum  no  specimen  did  it  produce  a  deposit  in 
the  copious  precipitate  produced  by  the  cold.  On  heatmg  the  mixture  it 
chlorine  was  readily  soluble  —  a  fact  turned  yellow  in  every  instance ;  and 
which  strongly  favours  the  notion  of  in  the  specimen  of  saliva  collected  from 
its  albuminous  character,  as  mucous  the  patient  who  had  taken  thirty  grains 
inatter,orat  least  what  is  conventionally  of  calomel  (column  D),  and  where  a 
regarded  as  such,  is  not  soluble  in  a  very  irritable  state  of  the  salivary  appa- 
ditute  solution  of  potass.  Every  spe-  ratus  existed,  a  copious  deposit  appeared 
cimen  passed  through  a  previously  at  the  boiling  temperature,  accompanied 
wetted  paper  filter  with  tolerable  by  an  evolution  of  ammonia.  In  the 
facility.  Tne  consistence  of  the  filtered  other  specimens  there  was  no  trusts 
fluid  was  never  such  as  to  give  a  ropy  worthy  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
character,  but  still  was  enough  to  allow  this  aikali  in  a  free  or  combined  state. 
it,  in  most  instances,  to  be  drawn  into  The  rationale  of  the  action  of  the  sesqui*- 
short  threads  on  pouring  it  from  one  chloride  of  iron  has  been  already  ex- 
vessel  into  another — a  character  de-  plained  ;  and  in  the  results  observed  on 
nominated  by  the  French ^/afi<6.  the  addition  of  this  re-a^nt  to  the 

Regarding  the  action  of  the  indi-  different  specimens  of  sahva,  we  find 

vidua!  re-agents  employed,  I  may  be  some  interesting  ground  for  speculation, 

permitted  to  remark  that  I  made  this  assuming,  for  reasons  already  explained, 

selection  from  those  used  by  Leopold  that  the  blood,  or  orange-red  nue,  is 

Gmelin  in  his  elaborate  researches,  so  produced  by  sulphocyanogen.    Thus, 

as  to  permit  of  comparison  between  the  in  the  cases  here  taken  as  examples, 

results  obtained.  we  find  the  red  colour  developed  in 

EbuUition,  in  every  instance,  except-  considerable  intensity  in  the  saliva 
ing  in  the  case  of  healthy  saliva,  pro-  produced  in  hysteric  ptyalism  (column 
duced  an  opalescence,  which  was  re-  B),  where  no  medicinal  sialag^ogue  had 
moved  by  the  addition  of  a  solution  of  been  used,  and  in  the  specimen  re- 
potass.  This  deposit  by  heat,  which  I  suiting  from  the  ptyalism  produced 
ma;^  remark  is  also  occasionally  by  the  creosote  (column  F) ;  whilst  in 
noticed  in  healthy  saliva,  I  feel  in-  the  cases  of  long-continued  ptyalism 
clined  to  regard  as  albuminous  in  its  (C,  D,  6,)  we  begin  to  lose  our 
nature ;  and,  from  analogies  presented  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the 
by  other  secretions,  we  should  not  feel  sulphocyanogen.  How,  then,  does 
surprised  at  this  element  of  the  blood  it  occur  that  a  ptyalism  of  more 
escaping  the  transforming  influence  of  than  a  year,  which  existed  in  the 
the  ciecal  secreting  tubes  of  the  salivary  case  of  the  hysteric  patient,  did  not 
glands,  under  circumstances  of  irrita-  effect  the  removal  of  the  ingredient, 
tion,  in  the  same  manner  that  this  whatever  that  may  be,  which  coloured 
element  appears  in  the  urine  in  the  the  salts  of  iron  red,  when,  after  a  simi- 
oonffested  state  of  kidney  con^eauent  on  lar  action  lasting  only  a  few  days,  we 
scarlatina.    The  effect  of  chlorine  I  lose  nearly  all  traces  of  it  in  the  seere- 
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tion  submitted  to  examination  P  This  tended  to  be  altogether  pnctical,  I 
question  is  difficult  to  solve.  It  may^  abstain  from  entenng  upon  the  earlj 
however,  be  suggested,  as  possible,  that  history  and  introduction  of  the  vectis 
when  the  salivary  secretion  is  increased  into  midwifery  practice,  referring  my 
by  artificial  means,  the  law  applying  to  readers  to  Dr.  Bland's  learned  historicu 
other  secretions  obtains,  viz.  that  the  memoir  of  that  instrument*,  published 
aimount  of  water  is  increased,  and  the  in  the  second  volume  of  the  London 
solid  elements  are  diminished ;  whilst,  Medical  CommnnicationBy  in  1790. 
when  an  increased  flow  is  produced  by  Dr.  Bland,  in  that  paper,  while 
some  action  originally  excited  in  the  stating  the  comparative  utilitv  of  the 
body  itself,  the  proportion  of  solid  to  vectis  and  forceps,  gives  a  striking  in- 
the  fluid  constituents  remains  nearly  stance  of  the  successful  application  of 
unaffected.  This  view  appears  to  be  the  former,  related  to  mm  by  Dr. 
countenanced  by  the  circumstance  that  Garthshore,  by  which  "  Dr.  Bromfield, 
nearly  in  the  ratio  of  the  diminution  of  whose  prejudices  again^  the  vectis 
the  specific  gravity  w^e  lose  evidence  of  were  as  strong  as  even  those  of  Dr. 
the  presence  of  sulphocyanogen :  the  Osborne,  was  compelled  to  acknow- 
exception  to  this  observed  in  tne  speci-  ledge  he  had  been  mistaken  in  his 
men  of  saliva  obtained  from  the  patient  opinion."  Strongly  impressed  with 
under  the  influence  of  iodine  (coL  C,)  the  superior  utility  of  tne  vectis.  Dr. 
is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  the  con-  Bland  used  it  on  the  principle  of  a 
aiderable  proportion  of  iodide  of  potas-  lever  of  the  first  kind.  Still  he  makes 
sium  present  in  the  secretion  would  mention  of  Mr.  Dease's'*  Observations" 
tend  to  raise  its  specific  gravity.  Still  a  published  in  1783,  to  whom  the  pro- 
much  more  extended  examination  of  fession  is  indebted  for  its  appropriate 
the  subject  is  necessary  before  the  ac-  appellation  and  use  as  an  extractor : 
curacy  of  tliis  view  can  be  regarded  as  inaeed,  until  the  time  of  Mr.  Dease, 
beyond  impeachment ;  and  in  suegest-  the  vectis  was  made  with  so  slight  a 
ing  this  explanation  I  offer  it  with  ex-  curve  in  the  blade  as  to  render  ita 
treme  diffidence,  as  the  more  elaborate  abuse  as  a  lever  inevitable.  Such  an 
investigation  of  future  observers  will,  I  objection  cannot  be  urged  against  Dr. 
have  no  doubt,  replace  it  with  a  more  Lowder's  vectis,  which  by  its  construe- 
satisfactory  one.  The  action  of  the  tion  is  admirably  adapted  to  aid  as  aa 
other  re-agents  is  only  interesting  as  extractor  in  lingering  and  impeded 
affording  means  of  comparison  between  labours,  as  its  introduction  and  appli- 
the  properties  of  saliva  and  of  true  gas-  cation  on  the  principle  proposed  by 
trie  secretions ;  and  to  these  we  snail  Mr.  Dease,  was  a  decided  improvement 
have  occasion  to  recur  when  examining  in  the  state  of  instrumental  delivery 
the  chemical  properties  of  the  latter  class  practised  at  that  time, 
of  fluids.  Dr.  Denman  likewise  expressed  him- 
[TobecontiDaed.]  Self  in  terms  so  commendatory  of  the 
. vectis,  that  Dr.  Osborne,  who  lectured 

OBSERVATIONS  ^^'^  ^^™»  ^^^  choosing  to  be  consi- 
dered as  having  adopted  his  opinion. 

***•  '^"*  and  fearing  "  it  would  tend  to  esta- 

USE  OF  THE  VECTIS,  OR  SINGLE-  bUsh  the  preference  of   the  vectia," 

BLADE  EXTRACTOR,  IN  DIFFI-  takes  exception  to  the  following  para^ 

CULT  LABOURS.  graph  in  Dr.  Denman's  comparison  of 

ji^r.        n             1,1,  T^  2ie  vectis  with  the  forceps.    "That 

ns   .  .     y  .t^'Z^  BoKaETF,  M.D.  the  vectis,  prudenUy  used.  Is,  in  every 

'^^""Xl.Kf^S^^'n^Jo^?^'^^  ?^f^  ^^  «q«ally  safe  and  efficacioii 

Cnr  the  Medical  Gazette.)  instrument  with,  the  forceps,  and  a 

^__^               -^  better  adapted    instrument    in  many 

.  cases,  whicn  occur  in  practice." 

I  PROPOSE  m  this  communication  to  In  1794,  Dr.  James  Hamilton  pub- 

consider  the  claims  of  the  vectis  as  a  lished  an  admirable  essay  on  the  use 


safe  and  efficient  mechanical  power,  in 

accomplishing  difficult  labours    in  a  t^T  n2!^*T!.?r.S^  ^^*^'^v?^^^^ 

M      ^         X         t  ,   .  "'^'  Breen.    A  ▼alaable  PftDcr  Dtibluhed  in  the 

manner  similar  to  nature,  by  supplying  Dublin  Jonnial  of  MediS  wf  Chemkal  Felt 

and  increasing  uterine  contraction.  ^P'^ii^J  *»  *®^*   ^ee also,  Prindplesand  Vnts 

As  the  following  observations  are  in-  SSiib^SllSrMX^       '^^  ®"''*'^'  ^^  ^'  "" 
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bf  Lowder's  Tectls,  in  which  he  has  vectis  be  withdrawn  in  accordance  with 

stated  in  a  clear,  correct,    and  con-  his  own  practical  views,  his  areument 

vincing  argument,  its  utility  as  a  me-  in  its  favour  holds  good,  and  wfll  have 

chanical  expedient  in  the  second  class  its  due  weight  with    the  profession, 

of  laborious  labours.  To  such  hi^h  authorities  as  Drs.  Den- 

I  had  not  seen  Dr.  J.  Hamilton's  man  and  ELamilton,  I  may  add  those  of 

essay   till    after  I  had    written    the  Lowder,    Haighton,   Blundell,  Breen, 

f -eater  part  of  these  remarks ;  and  as  Gaitskill*,  and  the  writer  in  the  Medico- 
found  we  aereed  in  our  views,  I  was  Chirurgical  Review,  July  1,  1821-22. 
not  surprised  at  finding  also  a  corre-  Passing  over  the  many  eminent  men 
sponding  agreement  in  much  of  our  who  advocating  the  superiority  of  the 
language.  Dr.  J.  Hamilton's  opinion  vectis;  used  it  altogether  as  a  lever, — 
of  tne  vectis,  however,  changed  in  the  Dr.  Blundell,  in  his  lectures,  says, 
course  of  a  few  years;  for  we  read  in  "  the  lever  is  of  more  importance  to 
his  "  Practical  Observations,"  the  rea-  the  general  practitioner  fiian  either 
sons  which  for  many  years  have  in-  the  long  or  short  forceps,  and  I  more 
duced  him  to  discountenance  the  use  particularly  recommend  it  to  you." 
of  that  instrument,  with  some  excep-  I  would  here  take  leave  to  observe 
tions ;  "  having  found,"  as  he  states,  that  Dr.  Collins'  doctrine  off  **  waiting 
*•  that  by  limiting  the  first  stage  of  till  the  patient's  strength  be  much  ex- 
labour  to  twelve  hours'  duration,  labo-  hausted,"  or,  "so  long  as  the  head  ad- 
rious  labours  very  rarely  occur  in  his  vances  ever  so  slowly,"  is  not  in  my 
own  practice,"  and  that  when  they  do,  opinion  the  right  practical  rule  for  the 
he  gives  a  preference  to  the  forceps.  guidance  of  the  accoucheur  in  the  use 
"^  those  accoucheurs  who  do  not  of  either  forceps  or  vectis  Such  a 
approve  of  Dr.  J.  Hamilton's  active  doctrine  is  very  like  instituting  an  ex- 
interference  in  the  first  stage  of  labour,  perimental  observation  as  to  the  de- 
his  reason  for  relinquishing  the  vectis  gree  and  duration  of  suffering  a  partu- 
does  not  apply ;  but  admitting,  that  by  rient  woman  can  endure,  with  a  bare 


ngup 

compressed  between  the  in&nt's  head  forceps  is  only,  I  conceive,  to  be  ex- 

and  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  ac-  plained  by  the  fi&ulty  dimensions  of 

coucheur  renders  the  complete  dilata-  the  instruments  he  describes.    Hamil- 

tion  of  the  os  uteri  less  tedious,  and  ton,  Bums,  Merriman,  Naegele,  Osian* 

thereby  the  termination  of  the  labour  der,  Siebold,  advocate  juster  views  of 

by  the  natural  powers  more  frequent —  the  advantages  of  the  lorteps.    In  my 

admitting,  according  to  many  authori-  own  practice,  adopting  in  general  Dr. 

ties,  that  the  absolute  necessity  of  ap-  James  Hamilton's  management  of  the 

plying  either  the  forceps  or  vectis  is  first  stage  of  labour,  I  use  the  vectis 

very  rare— nevertheless  I  am  satisfied  not  only  in  those  rare  cases  in  which 

that  the  vectis  can  be  used  as  an  ex-  he  applies  the   forceps,   but  also  in 

tractor  in  many  cases  with  a  certainty  various  cases  in  which,  if  not  absolutely 

of  diminishing  the  duration  and  seve-  reqmred,  it  may  yet  be  advantageously 

rity  of  the  labour,  and  therefore  with  employed. 

advantage  to  the  mother,  and  with  a  Much  has  been  written  on  the  com- 
better  chance  of  saving  the  life  of  her  parative  merits  of  the  vectis  and  for- 
infant.  Moreover,  I  am  not  disposed  ceps,  but  until  the  time  of  Dease  and 
to  concur  in  the  exclusive  preference  Lowder,  the  main  objection  against 
given  to  the  forceps  by  Dr.  J.  Hamil-  the  abuse  of  the  former  had  not  been 
ton,  in  those  laborious  labours  which  completely  met,  nor  the  claims  of  the 
he  describes  as  rarely  occuring  in  his  vectis  or  single-blade  extractor,  and  of 
practice,  any  more  tnan  in  the  cases  the  forceps  or  double-jflade  extractor,  bjr 
wherein  accoucheurs  commonly  apply  teachers  and  practitioners,  fairly  esti- 
the  forceps,  because  from  my  own  ex-  mated.  Since  that  time,  the  vectis  has 
perience  I  have  found  the  vectis  all-  been  used  by  experienced  and  success- 
sufficient.     Although  the  authority  of    • • 

Dr.  J.   Hamilton  for  the  use  of  the  *  See  London  Med.  Repocitory,  vol.  so,  isas. 

. .  t  Conralt  tbo  panrraph.    Dr  James  Hamil. 

*  Of  the  opiate  enema  I  am  unble  to  speak  ton*i  Commeota  and  Dr.  Collins'  r^inder  an 

trom  my  own  experience.  before  the  profession. 
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ful  accoucheurs,    not   only  in    cases       When  the  lecturer  exhibits  to  him 

wherein  the  duration  and  difficulty  of  class  the  dried  cranium,  and  explains 

the  labour  justify  its  application  by  the  advantage   of    one   forceps  over 

every  right  precept  and  nile  of  prac-  another  by  reason  of  its  fenestree  ad- 

tice,  but  in  those  cases  also  in  which  mitting  the  parietal  eminences,  or  by 

the  most  procrastinating  practitioner  the  inclination  of  one  blade  permitting 

has  a  reluctant  recourse  to  the  forceps,  a  more  exact  adantation  of  sorfaces  % 

It  is,  indeed,  singular,  but  not  less  when  he  insists,  that  the  forceps,  not 
true,  that  what  ouffht  to  have  been  projecting  beyond  the  most  salient 
deemed  a  ground  of  preference  of  the  points  of  the  head,  does  not  therefore 
vectis,  namely,  the  greater  facility  of  encroach  upon  the  pelvic  cavity,  he  is 
its  application,  has  by  the  almost  tmani-  surely  inculcating  a  great  practical 
mous  voice  of  lecturers  been  pro-  absurdity,  which  observation  and  re- 
nounced as  a  conclusive  objection  to  flection  should  correct.  According  to 
its  general  introduction  into  practice,  my  view,  the  vectis  and  forceps  occupy 
Sucti,  indeed,  might  have  been  held  to  space  in  the  pelvis  just  in  proportion  to 
be  a  good  reason  against  its  abuse  as  a  their  bulk :  and  consequently  the  far' 
lever  m  the  hands  of  coarse,  rude,  and  cepSj,  with  two  bladesp  adds  to  the  bulk 
bold  pretenders,  but  in  these  days  of  which  must  pass  through  the  bony 
advanced  and  diffused  knowledge,  and  canal  twice  as  much  as  the  vectis, 
of  higher  Qualifications  required  by  with  a  single  blade. 
licensing  booies,  such  an  argument  cap  By  an  admirable  provision  of  nature 
fairly  have  no  weight.  But  if  there  be  the  fcBtal  head  is  so  made  up  of  com- 
those  who  still  entertain  fears  of  the  ponent  portions  freely  moving  upon 
recurrence  of  such  grievous  cases  as  eachother,  that  it  is  capable  of  assuming 
have  *been  related  by  Dr.  Merriman  almost  any  form  required  to  traverse 
and  Mr.  Gaitskill,  I  would  suggest  a  the  unyielding  bony  channell  through 
coroner's  inquest  as  a  summary  remedy  which  it  is  forced  by  the  **  vis  a  tergo^ 
for  such  instrumental  "  malapraxis."  of  the  contracting  and  propellinfi^  ute- 

On  no  ground  can  a  meddlesome  rus.  What  accoucheur  has  not  feit  the 
jnidwifery  be  defended,  which  uselessly  semi-membranous,  semi^osseous,  multi- 
interferes  with,  or  injuriously  inter-  partite  head  squeeezed  through  the 
jupts  natmral  labour.  On  the  other  irregular  form  of  an  abnormal  outlet, 
hand,  humanity  calls  for,  and  reason  momded  accurately  to  it,  and  present* 
and  experience  support  that  line  of  ing  no  resemblance  to  the  symmetrical 
practical  duty,  by  which  anxiety  of  conformation  of  the  dried  cranium  upon 
mind  and  bodily  suffering  are  abridged  the  lecturer's  table  ? 
without  the  least  risk  to  the  parturient  To  suppose  that  in  a  narrow  and 
woman.  deformed  pelvis  the  head  preserves  its 

The  advocates  of  the  vectis  have  natural  form  under  the  gripe  and  pres- 

been  twitted  for  using  an  instrument  sure  of  the  forceps,  as  when  its  appli- 

which  has  not  the  power  of  diminish-  cation  was  exhibited  to  us  in  the  class, 

ing  the  child's  head,  nor  indeed  any  is  clearly   an  untenable   proposition, 

gjreat  mechanical  power  at  all,  when  which  our  experience  soon  oisproveB. 
simply  applied  on  the  principle  of  an        Taking  for  example  a  case  wherein 

extractor.    I  shall  endeavour  to  show  the  natural  powers  fail  to  enel  the 

that  this  opinion,  which  I  believe  to  infant :  the  question,  to  be  solved,  is, 

have  led  teachers  to  discountenance  what  means  can  most  easily  bring  the 

the  use  of  the  vectis,  is  both  erroneous  compressible  head  through  the  pelvis, 

and  absurd.  *  to  whose  form  it  can  be  moulded  f 

It  seems  to  me,  that  teachers,  by  a  I  answer,  such  a  mechanical  power 

plausible  exposition  of  the  application  as,  occupying  the  least  bidk,  will  ac- 

of   the  forceps,   however  ingeniously  complish  its  delivery.    Now,   as  the 

correct,  as  applied  to  the  dned  fcet^  single  blade  extractor  or  vectis  occu- 

cranium  upon  the  lecturer's  table,  yet  pies  but  half  the  space  of  the  force^ 

of  utter  practical  fallacy,  when  used  to  or  double-blade  extractor,  the  vectis  is 

help  an    infant's  head   through  the  certainly  that  mechanical  expedient, 

bony  canal   of  the  pelvis,  have  un-  The  forceps,  being  an  instrument  of 

fairly  prejudiced  the  minds  of  rising  still  great  power,  may  have  in  certain 

practitioners  in  &vour  of  that  instru-  cases  pro  tanto    a  superiority,  but  as 

tntnt  the  vectis  is  commonly  all-sufficient, 
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almost  superseding  a  necessity  for  the  lower  bowel  and  bladdo*  being  ascer- 
forceps,  tne  yectis  has  assuredly  the  tained  to  be  empty,  the  os  uteri  dilated, 
first  claim  upon  the  accoucheur.  It  and  the  Liq.  Amnii  dischaiged,  the 
has  besides  man;^  advantages  ;  it  is  instrument  being  warmed  by  putting  it 
easy  of  application,  makes  only  a  up  the  coat  skeve  with  the  blade 
harmless  interrupted  pressure  on  the  resting  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and 
child's  head,  and  does  not  act  at  all  greased,  if  required  by  deficient  vaginal 
unon  the  structures  of  the  mother,  moisture,  two  forefingers  of  the  left 
With  these  combined  advantages,  "  it  hand  are  to  be  passed  along  the  vagina 
affords,"  to  use  Dr.  Hamilton's  words,  towards  the  sacral  promontoi^,  or  to  the 
"  exactlv  the  assistance  in  the  second  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus,  if  it  can  be 
order  of  laborious  labours  which  is  re-  felt,  and  the  vectis  guided  by  them  is 
quired.  For  as  the  size  of  the  child's  head  to  be  carried  within  the  os  uteri,  being 
is  in  natural  cases  diminished  as  far  as  kept  closely  applied  to  the  head  by  the 
is  necessary,  by  the  contractions  of  the  curve  of  its  blade :  its  Erection  is  then 
uterus  forcing  it  forward  through  the  to  be  changed  by  a  sli^ng  side-move- 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  an  increase  of  the  ment  to  the  left  or  right  sacro-iliac 
vis  k  tergD  wul  of  course  increase  that  synchondrosis ;  it  is  next  to  be  carried 
diminution,  if^e  shrae  of  the  passa^  upwards,  and  by  a  combined  sliding 
require  it.  While  Xowder's  vectis,  and  slight  semirotatory  motion  brought 
therefore,  possesses  the  power  of  com-  round  to  the  hollow  of  the  illium,  or 

Sressing  the  cranium  in  common  with  ramus  pubis,  and  fixed  over  the  ocd- 
le  forceps,  it  has  a  decided  superiority  put ;  or  the  vectis  may  be  made  to  de- 
over  them  in  this,  that  it  accomplishes  scribe  a  semicircular  movement,  the 
that  end  by  similar  means  with  nature."  fingers  of  the  left  or  right  hand  serving 
In  commencing  midwifery  practice  I  as  a  fulcrum,  on  which  it  turns  by  the 
accustomed  myself  to  the  use  both  of  the  help  of  the  other  hand.  When  it  is 
forceps  and  vectis,  but  after  a  time  be-  felt  that  the  instrument  has  a  firm  pur- 
came  so  strongly  impressed  with  chase,  an  extractive  effort  is  to  be  mad^ 
the  applicalb^lity,  safety,  and  effi-  during  a  pain  in  the  axis  of  the  inlet, 
ciency  of  Lowder's  vectis  used  as  an  the  practitioner  resting  when  the  pain 
emtraetor,  and  more  especially  satisfied  goes  off,  and  thus  alternately  acting 
with  the  rationale  of  its  action,  either  and  resting  in  imitation  of  natura[ 
Buppljang  the  place  of  the  propelling  pains.  If  tne  head  is  detained  so  hieh 
powers  or  increasing  their  emcacy,  up  that  by  passing  the  hand  within  tne 
that  I  have  in  a  great  measure  relin*  vagina  its  position  cannot  be  ascer* 
quished  the  forceps.  I  do  not,  how-  tained,  the  vectis  is  to  be  directed  to 
ever,  mean  to  advocate  an  exclusive  the  hollow  of  the  left  ilium,  as  the  first 
use  of  either  instrument  position  is  by  far  the  most  frequent. 
To  Lowder's  vectis  I  give  the  pre-  According  to  a  statement  in  the  "  Jour- 
ference,  and  likewise  find  it  more  con-  nal  de  Medecine,"  ^ven  by  Dr.  Merri- 
venient  for  the  pocket*.  I  have  often  man,  the  first  position  occurs  in  five  or 
used  the  vectis  without  the  knowledge  six  cases  where  the  second  is  once 
of  the  patient  or  her  attendants  :  some-  found:  according  to  Baudelocque  the 
times  (which  is  perhaps  the  better  first  and  second  positions  occur  in  the 
way)  I  have  explained  its  use  to  the  proportign  of  7  or  8  to  1.    Naegele, 

Ektient,  who  in  a  subsequent  lingering  nowever,  in  his  **  Mechanism  of  Partu- 

bour  has  urged  me  to  have  recourse  to  rition,"  states  the  third*  position  to  be 

it.    The  vectis  is  to  be  applied  in  the  next  in  firequency  after  the  first ;  the 

following  manner : —  third  occurring  in  proportion  to  the 

The  woman  lying  on  her  left  side  at  the  first  as  I  to  2^. 
edge  of  the  bed,  with  the  knees  drawn  If,  for  example,  the  head  is  detained 
up  and  the  feet  resting  against  the  at  the  inlet,  b^  reason  of  the  head  and 
bed>post  or  back  of  an  attendant — a  inlet  not  havme  a  correlative  propor- 
round  towel,  in  cases  of  difficulty,  being  tion,  if  the  head  does  not  enter  in  its 
fixed  to  the  same  bed-post,  for  a  pur-  right  axis,  or,  if  only  one-third  part  of 
chase  during  each  labour  throe — the  it  nas  passed  the  brim,  that  movement 
of  flexion  upon  the  chest,  which  trac- 

*  Tbii  obfcnration  expoMs  me,  I  un  aware,  to  tion  Upon   tne   OCCiput  Operates,   will 

the  riak  of  beiof  uamoered  amonctt  the  pro-     ^ -_ 

•cribed  who  fco  to  no  lahoon  witfioat  imtitt-  •  xhe  ikird  position  of  the  German  achoote 

menti  in  their  pocketa.  conesponda  with  tbit  fourth  of  Bandetoeque. 
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five  the  direction  in  which  Capuron  and  nates.    By  the  vectiB  we  can  rec- 
escribes  the  head  entering  the  pelvis,  tify  the  transverse  malposition  of  the 
namely,  with  the  chin  approximated  head,  described  by  Dr.  Montgomery, 
to  the  chest;  the  vertex  or  smallest  in  which    the   labour   throes    follow 
part  of  the  head  being  in  the  direction  quickly  and  powerfully  without  in  the 
of  the  largest  diameter  of  the  pelvis,  least  degree  advancing  the  head.    After 
I  have  known  my  father  to  bring  down  we  have  rectified  a  malposition  of  tlie 
the  head  by  the  vectis,  when  it  could  head,  or  a  forehead  or  face  presentation, 
only  be  touched  by  the  hand  passed  or  brought  the  arrested  head  through 
jjer  vaginam.    In  this  case,  the  practi-  a  narrow  inlet,  we  should  withdraw 
tioner  had  been  foiled  in  the  application  the  instrument,  and  leave  the  case  to  be 
of  the  long  forceps,  and  as  the  liq.  terminated  by  the  natural  efforts, 
amnii  was  discharged,  turning  could        The  accoucheur  will  find  that,  in 
not  without  difliculty  have  been  accom-  numerous  cases,  he  can  terminate  by  the 
plished.  vectis,  with  advantage  to  his  patient,  a 
When    the    head   has  entered  the  lingering  or  laborious  and  exhausting 
cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  accoucheur  labour,  in  which  one  practitioner  would 
has  ascertained    its  position    by  the  have  recourse  to  ergot,  another  to  lau- 
anterior  fontanelle  sutures,  or  the  ear,  danum,  and  a  third,  as  Gooch  quaintly 
the  vectis,  passed  as  before  along  the  expresses  it,  to  tinctwe  qf  time. 
sacrum,  is  to  be  carried  round  either        Two  rules  are  to  be  constantly  ob- 
below  to  the  left  or  above  to  the  right  served  in  the  use  of  the  vectis  :—FiiKtly, 
ramus  pubis,  according  as  the  face  is  to  co-operate  with  each  contraction  of 
turned  to  the  left  or  right  side,  and  the  uterus,  resting  always  in  the  inter- 
applied  over  the  ear,  face,  and  chin,  vals  of  the  pains ;  secondly,  to  apply 
We  commonly  find  the  head  engaged  our  extracting  power  in  the  axis  of  the 
transversely  in  the  cavity,  and  have  pelvis,  according  as  the  head  occupies 
only  to  determine  to  which  side  the  its  inlet  cavity  or  outlet, 
face  looks.  In  the  fourth  clinical  report  of  diffi- 
If  the  head  occupy  the  fourth  or  cult  cases  in  Midwifery,  by  Dr.  R. 
fifth  positions  of  Bauaelocque,  with  the  Lee*,  he  observes  that  *'  had  a  faithful 
anterior  fontanelle  to  the  left  or  rieht  report  been  ^ven  of  all  the  cases  of 
acetabulum,  we  shall  expect  to  nnd  artificial    dehvery    contained   in  this 
that  the  uterine  contractions  carry  the  table"  (exhibiting  a  comparative  view 
face*  into  the  hollow  of  the  ilium  or  to  of  instrumental  delivery  by  the  forceps, 
the  sacro-illiac  synchondrosis,  and  the  and  craniotomy,  in  the  several  British 
occiput   in  a  corresponding  opposite  and  Foreign  Hospitals),  "  it  is  impoa- 
direction.    If  the  natural  pains  ao  not  sible  that  so    great  a  discordance  of 
eflect  this  movement,  we  may  succeed  opinions  could  so  long  have  existed 
in  bringing  with  the  vectis  the  occiput  respecting  the  employment  of  instni- 
to  the  acetabulum  where  it  is  founa  in  ments  in  the  practice  of  midwifery." 
the  first  and  second  positions :  should       With  a  view  to  aid  in  rightly  appre- 
we  fail  to  accomplish  this,  the  head  elating  the  advantages,  difficulties,  and 
haying   descended  too  low  down,  the  ruinous  consequences  resulting  from 
chin  may  be  brought  under  the  arch  of  the  use  of  instruments  in  obstetnc  prao- 
the  pubes.    After  allowing  due  time  tice,  I  proceed  to  relate  the  foUowine 
for  the   expansion  of  the  perineum  twenty-two  cases,  for  the  accuracy  ana 
and  moulding    of    the  head,   if  the  fidelity  of  which  I  can  vouch,  wherein 
uterine    action    Become    feeble    and  I  employed  the  vectis.    They  present 
inadequate    to   the  delivery,  we    are  to  the  accoucheur  practical  data,  which 
to  apply  the  vectis  over  the  occiput  may  be  advantageously  contrasted  with 
laterally  as  a  single  blade  of  the  for-  the  forty  forceps  cases  recorded  in  Uie 
ceps,  or  posteriorly  along  the  sacrum,  valuable  series  of  clinical  reports  above 
and  directing  the  head  towards  the  mentioned.    I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
pubis  to  deliver  by  a  gradual  extrae-  the  opinion,  that  a  preference  is  due  to 
tive  force,  while  with  the  left  hand  we  the  vectis  in  such  cases ;  and  that  pra- 
support  and  carry  forward  the  perineum  dentlyused  (and  I  entertain  no  ^are 

— of  its  abuse,  certainly  none  which  can 

*  We  are  indebted  to  Solayret,  who  followed  _; 

Ould  and  Smellie  in  inveatig^tins^  the  mechanism  ~~~     ""  ' 


2L^iS?*Vif^'J'**'  y^^^'J'i'^'^J  7^^^  ^  '^^       *  V«^«  I^"»-  Mjid.  Gas.  New  Seriea,  ▼ol.  j, 
confirmed  by  Naegele  aod  Baudelocque,  Joiu         aeaaion  1838—^. 


MR.  T.  W.  KING  ON  ANGINA  PECTORIS.  653 

be  compared  with  the  grievous  injuries  b^  still  more  reason  to  attach  import- 
inflicted  in  numberless  instances  by  ance  to  the  progress  of  the  same,  and 
the  forceps),  it  will  be  found  worthy  of  perhaps  of  additional  changes,  in  con- 
more  general  employment  by  the  ac-  nection  with,  or  consequent  upon,  sue- 
coucheur,  and  of  the  sanction  and  re-  cessive  annual  or  other  attacks.  It  is 
conunendation  of  midwifery  teachers.  not  requisite  that  we  should  delay  to 
The  nine  cases  in  which  I  applied  enter  into  an  account  of  these  gradually 
the  forceps,  nresent,  it  is  true,  no  cir-  acquired  defects, 
cumstances  demonstrative  of  the  com-  An  experimental  familiarity  with 
parative  difficulty  and  danger  in  the  dyspncea  obliges  us  to  fix  the  distress 
employment  of  tnat  instrument ;  still,  in  tne  muscles  of  inspiration.  It  is  a 
in  not  a  single  case  should  I  have  failed,  sense  of  weight  and  weariness,  or 
I  believe,  to  accomplish  the  delivery  feebleness,  of  which  the  impediment 
with  the  vectis,  and  the  favourable  in  the  lungs  or  air-tub^s  is  the  insen- 
results  are  doubtless  to  be  attributed  sible  cause.  In  kind  it  resembles  the 
to  an  earlier  employment  of  the  forceps  dull  pain  which  occurs  in  the  legs  of 
than  in  the  instructive  cases  recorded  feeble  persons  on  ascending  many 
in  Dr.  Lee's  report.  stairs.     It  belongs  onlv  to  the  inspira- 

m>beoontiiiiied.]  ^^  movement,  though  it  may  some- 
times be  dimcult  to  detect  its  mter- 


vals.    It  may  either  rapidly  or  slowly 

80MB  become  severe,  even  to  intensity;  and 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  RKFLECTnONS  ^^  ".?^?^  ^^^  ,?*y  th^  patients  are  Ml- 

„^  sensible  to  the  slighter  forms.     The 

THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  F^^y^l"*^  ^  ®^?u  *^®  ^^  ^  discover 

AMniMA  PFPTmiT«s  ^^®  disorder,  and  the  suflerer  may  long 

ANGINA  PECTORIS,  ^  unwiUing  to  believe  the  assurance 

AND  OF  ANALOGOUS  STATES.  that  his  res]jiration  is  defective. 

By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino,  Perhaps  it  is  not  right  to  regard 

Lecturer  on  Pathology  at  Guy's  Hospitid.  merely  heavy  breathing  as  dyspnoea, 

r«-   AM.    ^,  JM-    t  -^    -^-  -1  yet  It  cannot  be  well  to  allow  the  pa- 

[J^  the  Medical  Oaiette.^  {.^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  dyspnoea  bepns. 

[Continued  fom  p.  5sa.]  We  should  be  alive  to  the  earliest  indi- 

cation.    When  the  time  is  come  that  a 

_.                «.     *          .    T  .  cuttinsf  pain  is  hardly  an  erroneous 

Dyfj^iEii^Slowlya^fm'edderimgemaas  cxpreSion  of  the  difficulty,  it  is  toa 

of  respiratwn'-Dyspnaa  a  muscular  i^^  fo^  n^^ch  of  useful  caution  and  in- 

aense-^Besmn  de  resptrer'-Suffoca'  terference 

tim^Causes  qf  dyspnaa-^-The  base^  Tj^g  patient  need  scarcely  be  deemed 
Mtf  htngsw  reserve^  Congesttms--^  wrong  for  locating  the  uneasiness  in  the 
tfeeU  of  pasture,  repietvm,  exertum^  sternum  or  breast ;  for  as  in  disorder  of 
cold,  spasm,  complicated  influences.  ^jjg  muscles  of  the  fore-arm,  pain  is 
Having  concluded  ^ur  endeavours  to  referred  to  the  hand  (and  theliands, 
analyse  the  main  essentials  of  angina,  not  their  muscles,  are  commonly 
or  mther  having  shown  the  mode  in  thought  to  estimate  weight),  so,  not- 
which  we  conceive  the  disorder  ought  withstanding  the  impressions  of  an  er- 
to  be  studied,  we  proceed  to  treat  in  the  roneous  experience,  a  tightness  of  the 
same  way  the  suhiects  of  dyspnoea  and  chest,  or  a  weight  upon  the  breast,  is 
palpitation,  which  are  often  found  to  appreciable  onhr  by  the  efforts  of  the 
complicate  angina,  and  which  we  sup-  elevator  muscles. 
pose  to  be  in  need  of  some  explana-  We  have  known  some  persons  attri- 
tions, both  for  their  own  sakes,  and  bute  cases  of  dyspnoea  to  the  impeded 
for  that  of  contrast.  expiration  in  general  emphysema.  Our 
Previous  to  the  consideration  of  the  remark  to  such  is,  that  we  would  have 
respiratory  distresses,  the  inquirer  them  be  very  cautious  how  they  try  the 
should  reflect  on  the  physiological  and  exf^eriment  of  relieving  the  state  of  the 
the  merely  senile  changes  or  deteriora-  patient  by  artificial  compression  of  the 
tions,  as  well  as  more  morbid  states  of  chest.  The  truth  is,  the  sufferer  will 
each  part  of  the  respiratory  orjg;ans,  be  found,  not  instinctively,  but  by  the 
which  may  ^^radually  come  on  prior  to  force  of  experience,  to  do  every  thing 
severer  manifestations ;  and  there  will  to  dilate  tne  chest,  and  prevent  any 
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*  aflhac  oC  Uood  froiii'iiiaflciiIaBr  ezntkm  kuowu  iufluawe  cf  a  fall  abdomai, 

«r  gtmWkm,    Ba  dibrts  are  all  to  nor  shall  we  at  pnaent  nifiMlf  with 

expand  the  chest;  and  gradually  the  the  obscure  subject  of  pneomoipmtiii 

cavity  is  dilated  to  the  utmost,  and  the  and  other  sympathies, 
slightest  expirations  are  hardly  allowed        It  is  plain  enough  that  yery  much  of 

to  take  place.  dyspncea  depends  on  the  increase  of 

Should  it  be  asserted  that  the  suf-  the    mass    of   the   circulatinfi^  fluids, 

ferer  under  old  bronchitis  and  emphjr-  When  the  greater  ijait  of  the  lungs  is 

sema  dies  with  his  chest  full  or  air,  disorganized  by  inflammation,  abscess, 

and  that  his  last  act  is  not  in  truth  an  or  compressions,  the  respiration  may 

expiration,  we  may  safely  deny  this ;  continue  easy,  or  be  only  liable  to  dia- 

and  we  needed  not  to  mention  the  idea,  turbance  with  exertion  or  repletion, 

but  to  include  a  remark  which  is  more  The  dyspnoea  in  the  cases  of  wounded 

important.    Such  an  individual,  t»  or-  lung,  or  pneumothorax,  is  greatly  con- 

tieulo  m&riis  (supposing  the  fatal  con-  trouable  by  the  lancet.    The  last  cases 

ditions  of  other  organs  out  of  the  ques-  aflbrd  us  an  opportunity  for  comment- 

tion),  labours  under  a  tendencr^  to  syn-  ing  on  the  actual  parts  whence  the 

cope ;  the  right  heart  is  too  mil,  and  sense  of  uneasiness  originates.    Pnl- 

the  left  is  too  empty,  even  although  the  monary  turgescence  is  the  state  relieved 

chest  is  expanded  to  the  utmost  and  by  the  bleeding.    Dyspnoea  and  suf- 

the  extreme  stimulus  to  inspiration  will  focation  are  the  distresses  alleviated. 
not  allow  of  any  but  the  least  expira-       The  base  of  the  lung  may  be  said  to 

torv  movement  be,  in  a  degree,  an  organ  in  reserve  for 

As  we  have  before  shewn,  it  will  be  occasions  of  unusual  need.     Perhaps 

of  great  use  to  discriminate  between  this  is  most  the  case  in  the  young.    If, 

the  laborious  and  even  painful  inspira-  on  reflection,   this    statement  should 

tory  effort,  and  that  peculiar  sense,  seem  to  belong  rather  to  the  cavity  of 

whatever  it  may  be,  which  induces  in-  the  chest,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 

spiration.    In  extreme  cases  this  may  it  is  also,* in  a  definite  manner,  applica- 

not  be  possible  to  the  imprepared  ob-  ble  to  the  lung  itself.    The  gravitation 

server ;  yet  certainly  we  may  find  at  of  blood  in  the  lungs,  and  tne  weight 

one  time  simple  and  serious  dyspnoea  of  superincumbent  lung  substance  (in 

by  itself;  at  another  the  suffocative  man),   except  when  ^the  tissues   are 

sense  combined  with  it,  in  a  slight  or  most  fully  distended,  are  not  to  be  dis- 

an  eminent  degree;  and,  in  a  third,  redded     The  summit  of  the  chest 

there  shall  be  superadded  a  marked  being  expanded  and  fixed,  the  lower 

"anxiety,  or  even  collapse.    A  careful  partsaretnenenabledtoact  fully.  It  is  a 

observer  will,  we  think,  mostly  succeed  palpable  fact,  that  it  is  only  in  extreme 

in  detecting,  in  the  worst  cases,  first,  inspiratory  acts  that  some  serous  sur- 

laboured  inspirations,  or  muscular  dis-  face  of  the  diaphragm  is  not  opposed  to 

tress ;  secondly,  a  suflbcative  sense,  or  the  pleura  costalis.     The  various  mor- 

pulmonary  obstruction  (?) ;  and  thirdly,  bid  susceptibilities  of  different  parts  of 

mental  anxie^^,  as  well  as  perhaps  vital  the  lung  and  pleura  are  connected  with 

depression.    The  remark  is  important  these  facts. 

also,  that  either  of  these 'three  charac-       Apart  from  the  general  influence  of 

ters  may  for  exceed  the  rest  under  par-  the  muscles  on  the  blood-vessels,  &c. 

ticular  circumstances.  the  posture  of  the  body  has  much  to  do 

We  conceive  that  we  have  had  some  with  the  different  kinds  of  pulmonary 

nsefttl  experimental  knowledge  of  the  tursescence.     It  is  true  that,  during 

causes  of  dyspnoea.  ^    Every  one   is  healthful  sleep,  the  respirations  become 

aware  that  exertion  calls  for  quicker  fewer,  though  we  are  less  surelv  in- 

and  increased  expansions  of  the  chest,  formed  that  the  proportion  of  air  m  the 

Repletion  has  the  same  effect,  although  lungs  f  considering  the  blood  circulated 

but  few  experience  die  fact  impres-  througn  them)  is  decreased.     Yet  we 

flively,  or  they  would  know  that  from  imagine  it  to  be  a  fact  too  much  lost 

three  to  four  hours  after  a  solid  meal,  sight   of,    that   the   dyspnoea   which 

or  very  speedilv  after  a  fluid  one^  the  comes  on  gradually  in  bed  is  induced 

labour  or  the  chest  almost  precedes  the  veiy  mainly  by  the  horizontal  position, 

glow  of  the  face,  and  the  activity  of  the  It  is  not  often  just  to  say  that  the  dis- 

left  heart.  order  comes  on  suddenly.     It  may  be 

We  shall  not  dwell  on  the  well-  more  or  less  rapidly  aggravated,  or  we 
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may  see  that  when  it  has  arrived  at  a  ing,  as  under  repletion,  notwithstand* 

certain  height  the  distress  is  sudden,  ing  long  habit  and  great  reaolation* 

A  certain  degree  of  narrowing  of  the  The  causes  of  dvspncea  are  stiU  more 

air-tubes,  or  the  like,  is  easily  compen-  numerous,  end  tneur  coinpliGations  may 

sated  for  by  natural  efforts,  but  the  be  said  to  be  innumerable,  yet  in  their 

slightest  additional  turgesoence  omflti*  chief  features  they  are  by  no  means 

tutes  an  almost  overwhelming  obstmc-  intricate  or  difficult  to  manage  in  prac- 

tion.  tice.    Undue  venous  accumulations,  a 

These    reflections   bring  us  pretty  bad  safety-valve,  or  too  powerful  a  right 

near  to  the  reason  why,  after  some  time  ventricle,  amongst  other  important  de< 

passed  in  the  sitting  posture,  the  labo>  rangements,  wiU  well  repay  the  atten- 

rious  respirations  Segin  manifestly  to  tion  of  the  medical  man  in  relation  to 

decline.    Under  these  circumstances  a  these  points. 

little  attention  will  often  discover  that  It  might  be  expected  that  we  should 
the  depending  limbs  become  tumid  not  pass  over  tne  influences  of  the 
with  blood,  not  with  anasarca;  and  nerves  and  of  sympathy;  but  as,  in 
occasionally  very  trifling  movements  of  truth,  we  must  omit  still  many  tannble 
the  limbs  (imp^iinff  the  general  arte-  physical  things,  besides  those  which 
rial  circulation,  or  oriving  blood  faster  are  humoral,  we  may  leave  the  nervous 
to  the  right  heart  and  lungs)  aggravate  doctrines  for  the  present,  with  the  same 
the  disorder.  Again,  it  mt^  hap^n  hope  that  was  formerly  expressed, 
that  food  yet  in  progress  of  digestion  namely,  that  our  labours  may  some- 
has  still  to  keep  up  the  thoracic  fulness  what  facilitate  those  of  the  nervous 
or  congestion  untu  the  general  elimina-  pathologists.  We  may,  however,  ven- 
tions  have  reduced  the  circulating^  ma-  ture  on  an  illustration  or  two  which 
terials  to  a  quantity  more  consistent  may  assist  to  place  the  relative  import- 
with  an  easv  transmission.  ance  of  physical,  humoral,  and  nervous 

We  need  not  say  that  the  above  doctrines  in  a  definite  light  as  respects 

causes  must  be   variously  combined,  dyspnoea. 

and  that  we  are  ready  to  believe  that  A  gentleman  or  a  lady  complains  of 

others  exist.    While  sometimes  a  little  indigestion  soon  after  dinner,  and  it  is 

stimulus  facilitates  the  general  circu-  manifest  that  the  respiration  labours 

lation,  and  relieves  the  local,  at  ano-  more  and  more ;  but  it  is  not  less  evi- 

ther  a  little  cup  of  fluid  may  suddenly  dent  that  the  whole  vascular  system 

and  fearfully  aggravate  the  paroxysm  indicates    an    over-copious    digestion, 

ofturgescence;  and  the  former  will  only  Heated,  and  red,  and  full  to  the  eyes, 

add  to  the  evil,  if  in  anj  degree  inflam-  takinj^  a  high  chair  for  the  sake  of 

matory.    We  think  it  is  often  an  error  combining  the  relief  of  muscular  rest 

to  expose  the  surface  of  the  body  for  and  sanguineous  gravitation  and  a  free 

the  sake  of  relief.  diaphragm,    the   sufferer    awaits   the 

In  order  to  become  acquainted  with  chmax  of  digestion,  and  the  gradual 
perhaps  the  simplest  form  of  dyspncea,  diminution  of  his  dyspeptic  troubled, 
m  the  way  of  experience,  the  inquirer  bj  the  activity  of  the  general  circula- 
will  onlj  find  it  necessary,  having  tion  and  excretory  actions.  Others, 
dosed  his  mouth,  to  use  just  so  much  perhaps  a  little  less  oppressed,  find  re- 
compression of  the  nares  as  will  render  lief  in  hot  drinks,  or  in  exercise,  or 
the  passage  of  air  a  little  difficult.  they  sleep  it  off  with  a  hi^  pillow. 

Dyspnoea  sometimes  seems  to  depend  Mr.  Hunter  describes  tne  case  of  an 
alone  on  obstructions  in  the  left  heart,  old  gentleman,  who  suffered  a  good 
and  at  times  on  accumulations  in  the  deal  of  inconvenience  from  irritation 
pleune,  or  on  any  similar  source  of  pul-  over  the  inner  parts  of  the  thiehs,  and 
monary  compression.  The  lungs  them-  had  a  kind  of  sympathetic  dyspnoea 
selves  may  be  the  causes  of  dyspnoea,  whenever  he  scratched  himself.  Now 
as  in  extensive  pneumonia,  disorgani-  if  this  individual  was  more  or  less  ex» 
zations,  or  congestions.  Bronchitis  is  posed  during  the  day,  and  grew  warm 
also  a  specific  cause  of  dyspnoea,  and  and  replenisned  towards  evening,  the 
also  Umited  laryngitis,  as  oedema  glot-  irritation  coming  on,  and  some  aug- 
tidis.  Again,  distortions  or  contrac-  mented  thoracic  impediment  also,  we 
tions  of  the  chest  will  produce  some  may  well  suppose  that  the  constrained 
dyspnoea  even  alone.  A  tight  waist-  posture,  and  irregular  efforts  in  scratch- 
band  may  become  excessively  distress*  mg,  should  disturb  the  circulation  ad- 
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ditionally.     Blood  would'  be  driven  to  patient's  sudden  sense  on  waking,  but 

the  heart;  the  arterial  system  would  be  respecting  the  hours  already  paraed  in 

temporarily  impeded  (or  at  least  uar-  the   horizontal  posture,   provided  no 

tially) ;  and  so  pulmonary  or  broncnial  previous  taking  cold,  or  repletion,  or 

turgescence  be  set  up  wimout  any  par-  other  disturbance,  has  to  be  taken  into 

ticmar  sympathy.  the  account.    Those  who  have  patience 

If  we  paid  a  little  attention  to  such  to  watch  these  events  will  soon  per* 

cases,  we  should  detect  indications  of  ceive  the  importance  of  attending  to  all 

very  different  things.     Clearing  the  these  kinds  of  agency,  and  the  reme^ 

throat,  as  it  is  called,  does  not  refer  ex-  dies  will  assist  to  rectify  their  jud^?- 

clusively  to  mucus  i   the  gentle  half  ments,  when  they  do  not  immediatcTj 

cough  empties  the  capillanes  of  their  corroborate  or  justi^  their  opinions* 
excess,  and  {gives  a  manifest  relief  for        That  more  determined  and  enduring 

the  time.    'Die  great  difficulty  to  us  inflammatory  states  may  constitute  an 

lies  in  the  question,  why  is  it  that  even  asthmatic  attack,  is  not  a  refutatiou, 

in  the  same  asthmatic,  exercise  and  but  a  corroboration  of  what  we  have 

stimulus,  as  well  as  even  food,  posture,  advanced. 

and  temperature,  shall  have  one  effect        The  period  of  the  accession  of  dis- 

to-dav,  and  the  opposite  to-morrow  ?  turbance,  in  consequence  of  cold  (com- 

We  do  not  doubt,  however,  that  the  plications,  as  of  diet,  aside),  is  perhaps 

difference  depends  only  on  the  recent  still  a  little  less  definable.    The  more 

supervention  of  inflammatory  causes,  delicate  betray  the  effects  the  more 

on  the  one  hand,  and  their  absence  on  quickly,  and  vice  versA.    But  even  tak- 

the  other.    But  our  own  experience  is  ing  into  consideration  that  the  expo- 

not  to  stand  for  demonstration.  sure  may  have  been  slight  and  pro- 

The  periods  at  which  we  are  to  seek  tracted,  or  repeated  or  severe,  or  va- 

for  the  dyspnoea,  after  the  applications  riously  aggravated  by  other  cireum- 

of  different  causes,  are  worthy  of  great  stances,  we  are  not  to  expect  that  an 

attention,  and  still  more,  perhaps,  the  asthmatic  can  get  through  the  night, 

times  in  which  the  decline  of  dyspncea  in  a  comfortable  bed  (favouring  alike 

is  to  be  anticipated  in  various  cases,  vascular  reaction  ,and  local  accumnla- 

Without  these  considerations  alletio-  tion),  without  the  development  of  his 

1<^'  and  therapeutics  must  be  void  of  disorder*.    Time  and  abstinence,  pos- 

rationahty.  ture  and  remedies,  may  combine  to  ter- 

The  vascular  fulness  from  liouid  minate  the  paroxysm ;  food,  exposure, 
food  should  be  perceived  earlier  than  imprudences,  and  recuml^ncy,  may 
that  derived  from  the  gradual  di^stion  favour  its  return.  This  is,  in  a  man- 
of  solid  matters ;  and  impediments  ner,  the  sum  of  the  doctrine  for  which 
from  these  causes,  Mrithout  material  we  now  contend;  not  only  in  thoracic  pa- 
complications,  should  begin  to  decline  thology,  but  with  reference  to  the  rue, 
within  five  or  six  hours  (at  the  most)  progress,  and  termination  of  disease 
from  the  last  meal.  generally. 

There  are  disturbances  of  the  heart       Those  who  rohintain  the  spasmodic 

which  involve  the  respiration,  but  of  doctrine  of  asthma  have  regarded  too 

these  we  do  not  now  speak,  except  to  little  the  solid  indications  of  bronchitis, 

set  down  the  remark,  that  the  heart  as  well  as  almost  all  the  other  points  to 

must  not  be  regarded  as  a  single  organ :  which  we  have  alluded, 
for  instance,  we  conceive  that  sleep,  by        The  existence  of  bronchial  muscles 

itself,  may  give  much  more  of  ease  to  is  still  a  problem ;  and  it  is  still  more 

the  left  ventricle  and  its  disorders  than  a  problematic  statement,  that  they  are 

to  the  right ;  and,  speaking  generally,  the  seat  of  most  forms  of  asthma, 
we  would  say  that  the  disturbance  of       The  contractions  of  the  visible  trans- 

the  heart  in  sleep  is  chiefly  in  its  right  verse  tracheal  fibres  we  are  disposed  to 

side.  date  precisely  and  solely  with  the  acts 

The  congestion  produced  by  the  re-  of  expiration,  and  especially  with  those 

cumbent   posture    mav    be    produced  which  are  most  violent.    Thus,  while 

quickly  or  slowly ;  and  other  consider-  the  evacuation  of  secretions  or  dust  is 

able  influences  being  absent,  we  are  more  certainly  effected,  the  access  of 

assured  that  its  decline  will  pretty  ac-  -        -    -      — 

curately  follow  (he  pace  of  fu  acces-  ^^;^^^notm«».ta.^di««^^^ 

Sion;   that  is,  without  regard  to  the  may  not  take  its  place. 
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air  (with  diminished  pressure  and  more  naturally,  sometimes  through  the  effect 
tumid  capillaries  in  the  tubes  P)  is  fa-  of  remeoies ;  the  character  of  the  dysp- 
cihtated  by  widening  of  the  passages.  noea,  and  of  many  of  the  c^eneral  symp- 
As  a  general  law,  it  is  plain  that  in-  toms ;  the  state  of  the  pulse,  the  urine, 
spiratipn  is  attended  by  dilatation  of  the  countenance,  the  sxin,  the  intellec- 
toe  air-paasages,  and  that  expiration  is  tual  functions,  &c.  &c.  all  clearly  de- 
not,  but  rather  often  the  reverse,  or  by  monstrate  it  to  be  of  the  kind  usually 
tension  of  all  the  orifices,  as  in  sneez-  termed  nervous  or  spasmodic.  The 
ing.  only  questions  that  can  be  mooted  re- 
Spasms  of  the  bowels,  excepting  late  to  the  exact  part  or  parts  of  these 
what  are  inflammatory,  spasms  of  the  organs  in  which  the  spasm  is  fixed.'' 
diaphrafiTu,  and  stomach,  and  oesopha-  With  reference  to  cold,  and  its  more 
gas,  ana  bile  ducts,  and  urethra,  have  or  less  inflammatory  consequence,  we 
been  hitherto  almost  exclusively  dis-  quotefrom  the  latter  part  of  the  essay  : — 
covered  by  the  literary  and  least  ob-  "  Although  it  will  appear  from  what 
serving ;  and  although  it  is  not  neces-  is  ^ne  before,  that  we  ao  not  deny  the 
sary  to  deny  the  possible  occurrence  of  existence  of  cases  of  asthma  of  a  purely 
these  states,  yet  we  have  no  idea  of  nervous  kind,  and  altogether  inaepen- 
any  observer  who  has  rightly  distin-  dent  of  any  permanent  local  aflection  of 
ffuished  one  of  them ;  notwithstanding  the  bronchial  membrane,  we  are  de- 
tnev  are  all  unscrupulously  employed  cidedly  of  opinion  that  they  constitute 
with  asthma  to  explain  and  support  an  extremely  small  proportion  of  the 
the  doctrine  of  spasm,  as  if  there  were  cases  met  with  in  practice.  And  we 
no  such  thine  as  congestion,  or  inflam-  are  further  of  opinion,  that  out  of  the 
matory  tumetaction,  or  consequent  con-  immense  majority  of  cases  of  asthma 
traction.  from  other  causes,  nine-tenths  are  corn- 
Bronchial  aflTections  being  quickly  plicated  with  some  form  of  catarrh,  or, 
discoverable,  and  claiming  often  ur-  at  least,  with  a  morbid  susceptibility  of 
gent  attention,  and  being  so  constantly  the  bronchial  membrane  to  oe  affected 
attended  with  expectoration,  and  being  by  cold.  In  this  very  numerous  class 
moreover  pretty  readily  connected  with  of  coses,  then,  all  those  circumstances 
recent  causes,  and  generally  amenable  which  induce  catarrh,  and  which  may 
quickly  to  remedies,  became  very  natu-  generally  be  considered  as  some  form 
rally  a  firm  basis  of  reasoning  to  the  or  modification  of  cold  applied  to  the 
sagacious  old  humoralists  —  a  basis  whole  body,  or  to  a  part  of  it,  must  be 
which  has  been  always  held  secure.  understood  to  be  the  exciting  cause  of 

And  it  is  just  to  say,  that  the  case  of  the  asthmatic  paroxysm." 
pure  muscular  asthma  (not  laryngeid)        We  refer  the  greatest  variety  of  inci- 

remains  still  to  be  indicated.    To  be  dental  disturbances,  in  the  form  of  asth- 

prepared  to  discriminate  the  various  matic  attacks,  to  the  eflects  of  cold, 

opposite  or  difierent  states  is  the  first  Though  the  preceding  causes  may  exert 

secure  step.  more  or  less  influence  in  a  given  case,  we 

In  the  following  Dr.  Forbes  seems  do  notknow  that  any  other,  singly  (one 

almost  to  write  against  himself ;  but  his  only,    perhaps,    excepted,    wmch  we 

testimony  concerning  cold  we  think  shall  yet  hint  at),  is  adequate  to  the 

very  important;  and  it  seems  drawn  production  of  a  paroxysm  of  dyspnoea, 

from  some  of  the  best  old  English  ob-  Common  asthma  is  to  be  regarded  as 

servers,  who  studied  when  they  could  a  bronchitis  coming  on  a  tew  hours 

attend  to  nothing  but  external  circum-  after  some  exposure,  often  very  incon- 

ttances.      (See    the    article   Asthma^  siderable  (to  one  in  perfect  heatlh),  and 

Cyclop.  Pract  Med.)     In  the  outset  terminating  in  secretion.      It  is  not 

the  Doctor  thus  delivers  himself:—  only  subject  to  be  complicated  by  all 

''  The  main  phenomena  of  the  asth-  the  foregoing  influences,  but  it  is  also 

matic  paroxysm  are  precisely  such  as  dependent  on  the  state  of  the  left  ven- 

would  result  from  a  morbid  contraction  tricle,  which  may  either  facilitate  or 

of  the  bronchial  muscles ;  and  several  impede  the  flow  of  the  aerated  blood ; 

of    them  seem  inexplicable  on    any  and  on  that  of  the  right,  which  may 

other  principle.  impel  a  moderate  or  excessive  quantity 

"  The  extreme   suddenness  of   the  through  the  lunes. 
attack   in   many    cases ;   its   equally       The  causes  which  render  the  simpler 

speedy  removal  in  others,  sometimes  cases  of  dyspnoea,  or  asthma,  most  in- 
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tricate  to  the  medical  inquirer,  still  re*        It  is  impossible  in  a  cursory  notice 
fnaiu  for   examination;  but,  for  the  to  analyse  the  numerous  topics  brought 
present,  we  shall  only  point  out  one  or  forward,  most  of  them  treated    with 
two.    We  may  safely  conclude  that  air  great  ingenuity  by  our  author.      We 
.   in  certain  states  (or  in  certain  places)  shall  give  a  few  extracts,  in  the  hope 
is  capable  of  action  on  the  respu^tory  that  our  readers  may  be  induced  to 
tubes  or  cells  so  as  to. induce  dyspnoea,  read  the  original  treatise, 
as  it  sometimes  appears  to  derange  the        In  noticing  determination  of  blood, 
conjunctiva,  the  nares,  the  skin,  or  the  he  states  — '  the   word    delermmaii€m, 
lips,  &c.    We  conceive  that  the  state  in    ordinary  language,    implies    that 
induced  in  the  larynx,  &c.  is  of  inges-  blood  is  sent  somewhere  in  particular ; 
tion,  as  it  is  of  morbid  secretion.    This  but  the  heart  has  no  power  to  direct 
effect,  however,  is  to  be  investigated  any  blood  to  one  part  more  than  ano- 
mostly  as  a  complication  with  common  ther,  although  if  in  any  part  there  be 
cold,  or  the  like,  and  not  a  simple  or  unusual  relaxation  of  the  vessels,  they 
unmixed  state.  will  receive  more  than  ordinary."     An 
A  second,  and  indeed  the  extreme  interesting  physiological  illustration  of 
complication,   involves  in  a    striking  this  principle,  in  the  "determination** 
manner  what  we  have  formerly  treatea  of  the  blood  alternately  to  the  stomach 
of  under  the  expression  variable  dis-  and  spleen,  is  adduced.      "A  given 
ease,     (See  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  Quantity  of  blood  is  constanUy  sent 
vol.  V.  p.  215.)     We  speak  of  the  esta-  through  one  arterial  channel,  which 
blished    disposition    to    dvspnoea    in  branches  off  to  the  stomach  and  spleen, 
dependence  on   any  or   all    external  When  the  stomach  is  empty  and  col- 
influences,    and    the  defect  of  other  lapsed,  the  blood  passes  into  the  spongy 
organs,  all  combined.                 "  texture  of  the  spleen,  so  constituted 
[To  be  continued.]  P^  situated  as  to  be  ready  to  reeeive 

it :  on  the  contrary,  when  the  stomach 

is  distended  with  food,  its  elontnited 

ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS,  arteries  admit  the  blood  freely,   and 

consequently  the  spleen,  being  the  less 

"  L'Autenr  k  tue  4  aion«T  ce  que  le  iccteur  >e  forcibly  injected,  collapses  and  contains 

tuc  .  abr.g:er/-^'ALKMBKRT.  j^^,  ^^^'     The  spleen,"  according  to 

Hrst    Pnnciples    of    Medicine.       By  forms  Te^offie^^^^ 

Archibald    Billing,    M.D.    A.Sf  Z^M^^  th^^^ 

4th  Edition,  1841.     (Highley.)  Xn"n!t  S^ui  AVtL'^^^^ 

We  noticed,  at  some  length,  the  third  stomach ;  and,  by  this  contrivance,  the 

edition  of  this  useful  practical  work;  quantity  of  venous  blood  sent  to  the 

and  the  appearance  ofanother  edition  hver  from  the  two  organs  does  not 

shews  the  estimation  in  which  it  is  held  fluctuate." 

by  the  profession.     The  fourth  edition  The  following  speculation  on  hydro- 

has  been  carefully  revised,  and  much  phobia  is  given,  viz.— "that  it  is  a 

additional  matter  added  in  a  clear  con-  leaven  which  poisons  the  nervous  sys- 

^^ensed  form.  tern,  takes  a  considerable  time  to  fer- 

The   author  was  onginally   led  to  raent,  and  will  eventually  be  remedied 

publish  this  treatise  by  a  recollection  by    some    medicine   which    conquers 

of  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with  in  neuritis  —  perhaps  arsenic  —  pe^aps 

tile  study  of  his  profession,  and  by  the  some  narcotic.      My  own  inclination^ 

hope  that  he  might  aid  in  removing  he  adds,  "would  be  to  try  as  much 

them  from  the  path  of  others.    After  arsenic  as  the  constitution  would  bear 

deteihng  a  few  illustrations  of  these  combined  with  plenty  of  opium,  which 

difficulties,  he  endeavoured  to  draw  up  always  enables  the  patient  to  take  more 

a  little  code  of  general  principles  for  arsenic  than  he  could  without  ti "      ' 

his  own  use ;   concludiner  that,  on  in-  On    the    action  of  stimulants.   Dr 

vestigation,  some  true  general  principles  Billing  remarks,  that  "sedatives,  as 

would  be  found  to  exist,  by  which  the  opposed  to  stimulants,  diminish    tiie 

apparent  inconsistencies  of  correctprac-  injection  of  the  brain,  at  tiie  same  time 

tice  might  be  reconciled,  and  the  con-  repressing  the  nervous  influence  •    so 

test  between  such   systems    as    were  that  the  proximate  cause  of  delirium, 

essentially  at  ^-anancc  be  decided.  stupor,    or  coma,    from    sedatives,    is 
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inanUifm;  whereas  the  proximate  cause  long  continued,  the  membrane  of  the 

of  delirium  and  coma  from  stimuUtnti,  larynx  and  trachea,  inflamed  by  me- 

18  eonj^iiom  or  plethora.  chanical    irritation,    gives    out   extra 

The  remarks  on  the  administration  of  mucus,  thus  producing  expectoration, 

opium  in  inflammation  are  well  worthy  with  occasionally  even  stredis  of  blood, 

attentive  perusal.     Its  value  is  pointed  Such  cases  occur  both  in  males  and 

out  when  often  morbid  sensibility  re-  females,    giving  rise    to    suspicion  of 

mains,  which  would   wear   out    and  consumption.    But  the  most  common 

destroy  the  patient,  though  the  inflam-  cause  in  females  is  hysteria,  often  so 

mationl)e  past,  or  arrested  by  bleeding  slight  that  scarcely  any,  if  any,  disco- 

or  other  remedies.    That  it  is  antiphlo-  verable  irregularity  or  derangement  of 

gistic  is  proved  by  its  power  in  controU-  the  functions  of  the  uterus  is  evident ; 

mg  the  action  of  the  heart,  by  allaying  and  yet  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the 

morbid  sensibility.     Indeed,  opium  or  bronchia  and  larynx  resulting  thence, 

the  salts  of  morphia  in  large  doses,  produce  cough,  with  alarming  symp- 

combined   with    mercury,    antimony,  toms ;  not  merely  expectoration,  as  m 

colchicum,  &c.  at  the  onset  of  inflam-  the  cases  just  alluded  to,  and  which  is 

mation,  supersedes  in  many  cases  the  chiefly  from  the  continued  mechanical 

lancet;   especially  in  constitutions  in  irritation  of  the  cough,  but  also  spitting 

which,  after  loss  of  blood,  the  conva-  of  blood,  the  occuiTcnce  of  which  gives 

lence  is  protracted.             ^  additional    cause   of  apprehension  of 

The  following  observations  on  the  consumption, 
nature  and  treatment  of  cfmghs  will  The  mode  of  treatment  of  the  former 
give  a  good  illustration  of  the  practical  cases  is  obvious  to  all  medical  men  as 
character  of  Dr.  Billing's  mind.  "  In-  soon  as  the  cause  is  discovered,  accord- 
dependently  of  recent  cases  of  inflam-  ing  to  the  old  adage;  and,  as  to  the 
mation  in  the  chest,  as  cough  is  a  latter,  I  have  found  no  difllculty  in 
symptom  of  consumption  (tubercular  curing  this  imagined  consumption  by 
ease  of  the  lungs,  to  which  the  term  directly  attacking  the  primary  disease 
consumption  is  properly  restricted,)  it  with  such  remedies  as  turpentine,  iron, 
always  produces,  wnen  lone^  continued,  cubebs,  aloes,  quinine,  assafoetida,  &c, 
an  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  niends ;  but  and  anodynes,  with  squills,  &c.  to  allay 
cough  may  arise  from  a  variety  of  causes  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  bronchia 
which  only  medical  men  can  ascertain,  and  larynx  ;  at  the  same  time  support- 
and  which  even  some  of  them  often  fail  ing  the  strength  by  animal  food  and 
to  distinguish,  from  not  having  paid  fermented  liquors,  which  are  too  often 
suflScient  attention  to  auscultation  ;  be-  forbidden,  from  the  practitioner  sup- 
sides  which,  young  practitioners  are  posing  the  sprmptoms  to  depend  on  in- 
often  not  aware  of  the  variety  of  circum-  flammation,  instead  of  attributing  them 
stances  which  may  produce  a  Ipng-  to  the  true  cause  —  morbid  sensibi^ 
continued  cough.  Ihave  been  con-  lity;  and,  on  that  account,  not  only  re- 
sulted for  severe  coughs  of  some  duration  sorting  to  low  diet  and  antiphloc:istic 
in  more  than  one  instance,  which  I  medicine,  but  also  to  frequent  bleed- 
discovered  to  depend  upon  a  cause  at  ing  by  leeches  or  otherwise,  which 
first  sight  insignificant — as  a  chronic  makes  the  patient  more  hysterical,  and 
inflammation,  with  hardened  wax  in  increases  morbid  sensibility, 
the  ear;  and  though  most  persons  are  On  the  other  hand,  to  shew  the  value 
acquainted  wiUi  the  fact,  that  irritating  of  auscultation  where  there  was  serious 
the  internal  part  of  the  ear  will  pro-  disease  existing,  I  was  consulted  by  a 
duce  coughing,  these  cases  had  passed  patient  who  had  been  ill  about  two 
through  the  hands  of  several  medical  months ;  he  had  all  the  nosological 
men  previously,  without  this  cause  symptoms  of  advanced  consumption-^ 
being  detected,  although  there  was  a  cough,  expectoration  vellowisn-white 
degree  of  deafness  whicn  attracted  my  with  a  little  blood,  night  sweats,  ema- 
attention  to  it.  Chronic  enlargement  ciation,  some  pain  in  the  side  on  deep 
of  the  tonsils,  and  the  accumulation  of  inspiration,  &c.  Thanks  to  Laennec, 
a  white  curdy  matter  in  their  ducts,  I  was  able  to  discover  immediately  that 
will  produce  cough;  and  a  relaxed,  it  was  not  consumption,  but  hectic  fever 
elongated  uvula,  it  is  commonly  known,  from  neglected  peripneumony ;  and. 
induces  a  most  distressing  continued  notwithstanding  tne  debility,  I  adopted 
cough ;  and  in  all  these  coughs,  when  pretty  active  treatment — free  leeching 
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of  the  side,  and  saline  antimonial  me-  That  he  is  a  man  fo  extensive  observa* 
dicinC)  with  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  tion,  and  an  original  thinker,  every  one 
which  soon  cured  him."  who  reads  a  few  pages  of  the  work 
On  the  effect  of  climate  as  a  remedy  before  ns  must  be  convinced.  We  there- 
in pulmonary  disease  thei%  are  some  ex-  fore  strongly  reconmiend   it    to    the 
cellent  practical  observations :—"  We  young  as  weu  as  to  the  advanced  mta- 
uniformlv  see  that  real  consumption  dent ;  and  we  feel  assured  that  those 
(tubercular)  runs  its  course  rapidly  in  whose    engagements  ^pfeclode    them 
Italy,  or  any  warmer  climate;  such  at  from  keeping  pace  with  the  rapid  ad- 
least  is  the  result  of  my  observation,  vancement  of  medical  science,  will  be 
A  deception  has  arisen,  in  consequence  amply  repaid  by  cazefuUy  reading  and 
of  persons  not  really  consimiptive,  but  pondering  over  the  multifarious  sub- 
affected  with  severe  chronic  catarrh,  jects  brought    before    them    in    this 
having  been  sent 'Into  warm  climates,  volume, 
who,  ftt)m  the  comparatively  triflinfip 
nature  of  this  disease,  have  retumea  "' 

cured,  or  at  least  not  worse.  In  some  of  MTTT^Tn  AT     r«  A  'ZTi^i^nr^ 

these  cases,  enroneously  called  phthisis,  lVlI!iLFlVyAlj   LtAZiliil  1  Jl«. 

the  progress  of  the  msease  is  said  to  -,  ..       _  _    ,«  -«^- 

have  been  checked  by  the  influence  of  Fitday,  July  16,  1 841. 

the  milder  climate.    This  popular  pre-  — *. 

on  the  minds  of  men,  and  even  auscul-  mu  Medicm  taeri  j  potestat  modo  v^SftSiir 

tation  has  not  yet  corrected  it.     It  is  publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao." 

generally  very  unnecessary,  and  worse  Cicvbo. 

lan  useless,  to  send  patients  away*  """" 

from  their  friends,  and  often  at  an  enor-  rPROGRBSS  of  SELF-RBIORM 

mous  inconvenience.     If  they  are  con- '  ,„ 

sumptive,  they  will  thus  die  in  exile ;  -,„„  ^^-  ,  „^„  ^„  ^^, 

and  If  not,  they  may  be  cured  at  home!  ^^^  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Of  the  first  it  is  unneces^ry  to  rive  There  are  some  peopk  in  this  world 

examples— there  are  abundant  marble  u  w.    *   •     •           -li     x        "''»""" 

records  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leg-  "^^^^  ^^  ^^  mipossible  to  please,  do 

horn,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  Madeira.  ^^^^  yo^  will.    When,  for  instance,  a 

A  case  will  explain  more  fully  what  I  body  of  men   persevere  in  a   course 

^T^lV^^r^^^^A  i^  ^^^l^  ^^.^^;  ^^^^  ^^  received  the  sanction  of  past 
man  was  condemned,  by  hiG:h  medical j       j        ,_.  ,     ,      ,    ^'»l^^ 

authority,  to  banishment  to  Madeira,  *^!'  *°^  "°^®.'  ^^*^^  ^^»'  ^^r  ^m 
as  *  nothing  else  could  save  him ;'  but  *^^"ed  an  eminence  which  renders  it 
to  this  some  strong  objections  existed,  the  object  of  envy,  there  are  people 
^c  first  was  love-he  was  on  the  point  who  thereupon  raise  the  cry  of  mono- 
of  being  married:  the  second,  his  en-  ^i„  :nii™i.*  .  \  \  """'^ 
garments  in  a  valuable  business,  ^^'  HHberahty,  and  exclusiveness, 
which  depended  much  on  his  personal  *^^  ^®^®  "^^  ^^ek  after  week  to  re- 
superintendence.    A  reconsideration  of  iterate  their  charges,  and  pour  the  vials 

it  was  mere  chronic  catarrh  in  a  re-  ^  corporation.  By  degrees  the 
laxed  constitution  j  that  some  tonic.  *^°®  changes.  The  signs  of  the  times 
such  as  iron  or  bark,  with  animal  food    we  perceived  and  felt    A  nova  rtrmm 

^il^^w^^^^^'T''^**.**''"''?®'^  oiYfobeginstodisplay itself.  Profitin^in 
sary ;  but  above  all,  exercise  on  horse-    «.^  ».„  ♦»,«  i^  i..  i. .  t  *""""6 *« 

bade  in  the  cool  open  air.  Under  thk  P*'*.  ^3^  *«  1^8o°8  which  it  has  weekly 
treatment  he  recovered  within  a  month,  received,  in  part  by  the  changes  which 
and  is  now  the  father  of  a  family,"    time  has  made  in  its  own  composition 

"CI  these  ext«cu«,me  idea  may  ^0,^^"^"" /"'*"  ^^"^  *  "*^ 

be  fonned  of  the  value  of  this  b^t  ~"^  of  procedure,  evinces  a  more 

written  in  a  simple  unpretending  style,  ""*™  'eehng,  shews  every  disposition 

There  are  few  practical  subjects  9n  *«  shake  off  the  character  of  exclusive- 

which  Dr.  Billing  has   not  touched,  ness  which,  whether  jusUy  or  unjustly. 
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had  been  charged  against  it;  —  and  it  again  assails  the  Licentiate-Fellows^ 
what  now,  think  you,  gentle  reader,  is*  by  whose  co-operation  the  several  mea- 
the  conduct  of  its  early  accuser  ?  sures  were  carried  through,  and  con- 
Doubtless,  replies  the  said  reader,  he  trasts  their  proceedings  with  those  of 
hails  the  incipient  improvement,  ten-  certain  of  the  Fellows,  who  are  all  of 
ders  the  hand  of  good  fellowship  to  the  a  sudden,  and  for  this  especial  occa- 
repentant  corporation,  and  encourages  sion,  declared  to  be  <'  virtuous  and  high- 
it  to  persevere  in  the  good  work  so  principied:"  they  being  the  very  same 
laudably  begun.  Not  a  bit  of  it.  Such  parties  whom,  for  the  last  ten  years, 
may  possibly  have  been  the  proceed-  the  Lancet  has  been  designating  as 
ing  of  some  periodical  journal  in  the  monopolists,  exclusives,  and  bigots, 
capital  of  Utopia,  in  some  former  age ;  We  must  therefore  again  advert  to 
but,  assuredly,  such  is  not  the  conduct  the  question  of  reform  in  the  College  of 
of  the  Lancet  towards  the  Royal  Col-  Physicians,  and  endeavour  to  dispel 
lege  of  Physicians  of  London  in  the  those  calumnious  misrepresentations  of 
present  day.  the  proceedings  both  of  the  College 
Let  our  readers  judge  for  themselves,  and  of  certain  of  its  junior  members, 
A  correspondent  well  acquainted  with  which  the  Lancet  would  fain  dissemi- 
the  subject  favoured  this  journal  with  nate.  Let  us  see  if  a  plain  tale  cannot 
a  sketch  of  the  measures  of  self-reform  ^t  this  matter  to  rights.  The  Lancet 
which  the  College  of  Physicians  has  complains  that  the  reforms  contem- 
recently  meditated,  and  is  prepared  to  plated  by  the  College  have  not  been 
carry  out.  Shortly  afterwards  we  again  effected,  but  still  remain  a  dead  official 
drew  attention  to  the  subject,  and  re-  secret  The  secret,  however,  if  such 
capitulated  the  principal  points  in  our  it  be,  is  known  to  very  many,  and 
correspondent's  letter.  We  freely  ad-  among  others  to  the  Marquis  of  Nor- 
mitted  the  necessity  of  reform.  We  manby,  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
did  not  then,  nor  have  we  from  the  State  for  the  Home  Department,  a  de- 
earliest  period  of  our  labours,  ever  at-  putation  from  the  College  having  (as 
tempted  to  palliate  the  errors  of  the  the  Court  Cireular  might  have  in- 
Coliege.  But  we  rejoiced  to  see  an  structed  the  Lancet)  waited  upon  his 
improved  spirit  diffusing  itself  through  Lordship  to  communicate  the  resolu- 
the  corporation,  and  evincing  itself  in  tions  recently  passed.  So  much  for  the 
a  series  of  measures  well  calculated,  in  ^  insinuation  that  the  hope  of  the  Col- 
our judgment,  to  benefit  the  medical  lege  is  **  to  stave  off  the  question."  We 
profession,  to  heal  party  feuds  and  further  beg  to  inform  the  Lancet,  that 
animosities,  and  uphold  at  the  same  the  opening  of  the  Library  and  Mu- 
time  the  character  of  the  College  itself,  seum  of  the  College  to  the  Licentiates 
What  is  the  reply  of  our  cotemporary  is  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  October 
to  these  announcements  P  Why  this,  next,  and  would  have  taken  place 
It  broadly  insinuates,  on  the  authority  earlier,  had  it  not  been  necessary  to 
of  a  correspondent  **  who  evidently  make  certain  preliminary  arrangements, 
writes  on  good  information,"  that  the  The  anxiety  of  the  College  to  work  out 
anxiety  of  the  College  for  reform  was  the  full  measure  of  its  contemplated 
pretended,  and  **  now  that  Parliament  reform  is,  we  can  venture  to  assure  the 
is  no  longer  likely  this  session  to  med-  Lancet,  much  more  sincere  than  that 
die  with  the  College,  the  hope  is  thai  journal  either  believes  or  desires, 
the  whole  question  may  he  staved  off  till  Wo  must  now  hold  out  a  helping 
another  time."     Not  satisfied  with  this,  hand  to  those  especial  objects  of  the 
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Lancet's  vituperation,  the  Liefntiate'  alleges.     Bmt  if  this  W  so,  and  the 

Fellows,  among  whom  we  are  glad  now  Lancet  cognizant  of  the  fiusts,  thtn^  we 

to  see  the  name  of  Dr.  Marshall  HaU,  ask,  where  is  the  licnefit  of  the  Ballot^ 

'  the  quondam  friend  of  the  Lnncet,.  but  so  much,  so  long,  so  io«dly  ▼auntcd 

from    henceforth,    we   presume,    the  and  bepraised  by  that  journal?    We 

theme  of  its  weekly  abuse ;  to  be  here-  recommend^  therefore,  the  Lancet  in 

after  characterized  as  the  bribe-accept-  future  either  to  abandon  the  defence  of 

ing  Licentiate  —  the  renegade  —  the  the  Ballot,  or  to  eschew  the  practice  of 

pretended  reformer -» the  betrayer  of  questioning  the  correspondents  of  thi» 

his  brethren — the  graceless  victim  of  journal. 

a  Machiavelian  policy.    At  all  events  We  have  been  accused  by  our  con- 
Dr.  Hall's  best  chance  of  escape  is  af-  temporary    of    blinking   the   several 
forded  by  the  unwillingness  tliat  the  questions  at  issue :  and  we  an  gravely 
Lancet  will  have  to  verify  this  our  informed,  that  the  Licentiates  of  the 
prediction.  College  are  not  to  be  easily  misled* 
The  Lancet  inquires,  in  a  tone  of  For  once  we  agree  with  the  Lancet, 
exultation  bordering  on  defiance,  whe-  We  believe  most  sincerely  that  the 
ther  the  Licentiates  did  not,  one  and  Licentiates  of  the  College  are  not  men 
all,  vote  against  a  certain  motion  for  to  be  misled  by  the  evasions  of  one 
admitting  tlie  Licentiates  and  Physi-  journal,  or  the  misrepresentations  of 
cians  of  England  to  the  Fellowship  of  another.    They  will  judge  for  theoft^ 
the  London  College  of  Physicians  P  selves ;  and  when  they  hear  of  certain 
How  they  voted,  or  how  those  other  of  their  professional  brethren  formerly 
Fellows  voted,  who,  after  ten  years  of  associated  with  them,  betraying  those 
the    Lancet's   abuse,    were  suddenly  u>  whom  they  had  been  virtually  in- 
transformed  into  virtuous   and  high-  debted  for  promotion,  they  will  have 
principled  men,  we  are  unable  to  say,  great  misgivings  as  to  the  value  of  the 
and  for  a  reason  which  we  think  will  authority  on  which  such  statements 
be  acknowledged  as  a  valid  one  even  rest.     When  they  come  to  sift  the 
by  the  Lancet,  albeit  such  acknow-  matter    accurately,   it  will   probably 
ledgments  from  such  a  quarter  are  rare,  appear,    that  the   question  was,  not 
It  is  proper,  however,  that  our  cotem-  whether  the  Licentiates  and  Physicians 
poraiy  should  know,    that  from  the  of  England  should  be  admitted  to  the 
earliest  periods  the  College  of  Physi-  Fellowship  of  the  London  College,  but 
cians  has  adopted,  in  its  proceedings,  whether  the  Fellows  of  the  London 
that  palladium  of  English  liberty — that  College  should  be  amalgamated   into 
safeguard  to  good  order   and  virtue,,  the  class  of   Licentiates,   abolishing 
so  long  and  so  ardently  espoused  by  thus     the    very    object    for     which 
the  Lancet,  called  The  Ballot.    Now  the  Licentiates  had  been  petitioning. 
this  great  blessing  is  attended  with  the  That  a  difference  of  opinion  existed 
great  but  unavoidable  disadvantage,  of  among  the  Fellows  as  to  the  propriety 
rendering  it  extremely  difficult,  even  if  of  such  an  amalgamation  and  fusion  of 
not  absolutely  impossible,  to  answer  orders  is  admitted,  but  the  Licentiates 
the  Lancet's  question.    It  may  be  that  of  the  College  who  did  not  hear  the 
the  virtuous  and  high-principled  FeU  arguments  pro  and  con  stated  and  dis- 
lows  voted  one  way,  according  to  the  cussed,  will  hesitate  ere  they  believe 
shewing  of  the  Lancet ;  and  the  bribe-  that  those  among  their  London  asso- 
accepting  graceless   Licentiate- Fellows  ciates,  who  took  one  view  of  the  ques- 
votcd  the  other  way,  as  the   Lancet  tion,  were  therefore  to  be  branded  a** 
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betrayers  of  their  brethren,  while  their  being  *'  true  En^libhmen/'  with  being 

opponents  were  to  be  lauded  to  the  "  lovers  of  America,"  and  "  imitators  of 

skies  as  the  "virtuous  and  high-prin-  .^Si^  ">  ♦?"''•  further  on    he  says 

7,,«^it           -  ,,      ^     ^    *.  "The  agitation  18  raised  by  the  general 

cipled"   Fellows  of  the  Corporation,  practitioners."   May  we  infer  from  this. 

Those  among  the  Licentiates  to  whom  that  the  general  practitioners  are,  as  a 

the  career  of  the  Lancet  is  as  well  l^ody,  not "  true  Englishmen,"  that  they 

known  as  it  is  to  us,  wiU  each  exclaim,  are  "lovers  of  America,"  and"  imitato 

.            I.  *v,'  of  France,"  which  is  the  logical  mfe- 

on  hearing  such  things,  ygnce  from  his  own  premises  ?   No,  Dr. 

Timco DftiiMs et dona ferentes.  Hull;  the  general  practitioners,  as   a 

There  must  be  something  more  meant  body,  are  as  respectable  men,  as  much 

^,               .     .,                v."     4U«  T 4  true  Englishmen,  as  little  lovers  of  Ame- 

than  meets  the  eye,  when  the  Lancet  ^^^^  or  Imitators  of  France,  as  yourself, 

characterizes  some  of  the  oldest  and  Only  look  back  on  the  state  of  the 

most  respected  members  of  the  College  profession,  and  the  changes  that  have 

of  Physicians  as  "  virtuous  and  high-  taken  place  in  it  during  the  last  forty 

principled    Fellows."      Virtuous    and  iJ^^^^^J^^rL^^'^T^i^lTy 

high-pnncipled  indeed  they  are,  and  rising  in  respectability,  and  m  know- 

whatever   measures    they    may   have  ledge  of  medicine  and  its  collateral 

brought  forward  and  advocated,  would  sciences,  until  on  those  subjects  they 

merit  the  careful   and   candid  consi-  *^^^^!  ^  ^  body,  become  equal  to  the 

^    ,      ^  ,,               ,  physicians,  also  taken  as  a  body.     I 

deration  of  the  College,  and,  as  we  ^^^1^  ^^    j)^    H^^^  how  and  where 

firmly  believe,  did  receive  all  such  due  physicians  gain  their  medical  know- 

attention ;    but  if  we  ever  had  any  *edge  ?     In  Oxford  or  Cambridge  they 

misgiving  as  to  the  poUcy  of  those  cannot  do  it     In  the  Scotch  universities 

°       °         1.-IU.           ij       ^i.  they  may :  but  does  Dr.  Hull  mean  to 

measures,   such  doubts  would  not  be  ^^^^^  J^^^  j^g  lectures  and  mode  of 

removed  from  our  minds  by  the  consi-  study,  given  and  pursued  in  the  Scotch 
deration  that  the  Lancet  has  taken  universities,  are  superior  to  those  of  the 
them  under  its  special  protection,  and  "J^^/^?^  schools  of  London;  and  are 
1  .  J  A  'A  J  A\^  i.  ti4.u  the  "  boys"  sent  to  the  one  at  all  more 
proclaimed  to  its  readers  that  "they  talented  than  those  who  proceed  to  the 
were  supported  by  every  virtuous  and  other  ?  Surely  Dr.  Hull  would  not 
high-principled  Fellow  in  the  Corpo-  make  such  an  assertion.  Besides,  Dr. 
ration."  Hull,  I  would  remind  you  that  many 
'_ of  the  most  eminent  of  physicians  have 

«#  VT\  ri    ¥   tj  m  wrfc  d  %m  handled  the  pestle  and  mortar  of  which 

MEDICAL  REFORM.  y^^  gp^^k  with  so  much  disdain,  as  if 

AM8WBR  TO  DR.  HULL.  it  wcrc  a  disgrace  or  pollution  to  touch 

such  an  execrable  instrument.    I  have 

To  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  GazeUe,  only  to  turn  over  a  few  pages  of  the 

Sir,  N^.  of  the  Medical  Gazettk  in  which 

Will  you  permit  me,  through  the  me-  your  paper  is  inserted,  to  find,  among 

diiim  of  your  columns,  to  make  a  few  the  newly-elected  Felhios  of  the  College 

remarks  on  the  paper  of  Dr.  R.  Hull,  q^  PAyMctoju, one  who  has  so  disgraced 

contained  in  your  journal  of  tlie  2nd  himself,  in  your  opinion.     I  allude  to 

iiistant.     I  ask  this,  because  Dr.  Hull  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  who  wsis  many 

has  chosen  to  attiick  the  qualifications  yetu^  a  general  practitioner.    So,  then, 

of  the  great  body  of  general  practi-  thro\inng  away  the  pestle  and  mortar 

ttoners  as  a  body ;  placing  an  immea-  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  lancet  and 

surable  gulf  between  their  acquirements  knife  on  the  other,  and  obtsiining  a  de- 

and  those  of  his  own  class ;  but,  more  gree,  with  or  without  an  examination, 

particularlv,  because  he  has  poured  the  raises  a  man  from  an  inferior  to  a  supe- 

vials  of  his  wrath  on  those  who,  pos-  nor  class.    But  does  Dr.  Hull  forget 

sessing  a  degree,  act  as  general  practi-  that,  till  within  these  few  years,  a  degree 

tioners.      He    decliurcs    liimself   mcst  could  be  got  for  £20  by  almost  any 

strongly  against  Medical  Reform,  and  one,  without  examination,  and  without 

charges  those  who  advocate  it  with  hot  any  proof  of  his  competency  P  all  that 
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was  necessary  being  the  recommenda-  rural  surgeons.    It  is  rather  evaiaiOB, 

tion  of  two  other  physicians :  and  how  when  we  consider  that  Dr.  Hull  places 

easily  such  recommendations  may  be  so  great  a  distinction  between  pbysi* 

obtained  by  the  most  ignorant  of  man-  cians  and  general  practitioners,  that  he 

kind  Dr.  Hull  must  know,  if  he  has  not  should  call  general  practitioners  physi- 

lived  with  his  eyes  closed  to  what  was  cians ;  for,  if  they  are  physicians  at  all, 

daily  passing  around  him.    Dr.  Hull  he  places  them  on  an  equality  with 

must  be  also  aware,  that  although  "  the  himself;  unless,  indeed,  he  woula  make 

upholders  of  medical  reform  in  Parlia-  a  sreat  distinction  between  ^  rustic" 

ment  have  all  of  them  been  radical  re-  and  city  physicians,  which  would  be  a 

formers,  and  in  the  profession  itself  re-  .  mere  distinction  of  locality .  Ifthevalae 

forming  radicals,"  yet,  if  he  questions  of  life  be  equal  to  all,  whether  residuig 

man^,  I  think  I  may  say  most,  of  his  in  the  country  or  in  a  city,  all  who  have 

medical   friends    amone    the   general  the  care  of  numan  life  ought  to  have 

practitioners,  he  will  find,  (even  among  an  equal  education ;  but  the  value  of 

those  who  profess  conservatism  in  ge-  life  is  equal  in  the  country  and  in  a 

neral  politics),  an  almost  universal  ¥nsh  city,  therefore  all  who  have  the  care  of 

for  medical  reform.  human  life  ought  to  be  equally  eda- 

Whatever  epithets  he  may  apply  to  cated. 

the  original  promoters  of  medical  re-  By  this  reasoning  1  must  not  be  un- 

form,  or  whether  these  epithets  be  true  derstood  to  say,  tlmt  all  who  practiae 

or  not,  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence,  medicine  in  its  various  branches  are 

since  the  justice  or  injustice  of  a  cause  equal  in  their  knowledge  of  medicine, 

cannot  depend  on  its  supporters,  but  Such  a  result  cannot  follow  any  system 

must  rest  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits  or  of  education ;  but  that  all  should  be 

demerits.    The  very  quarrel  between  subjected  to  an  equal  examination,  as 

the  pure  ph  vsician  and  pure  surgeon  a  test  of  their  capahilitjf  to  practi*e  witk- 

concerning  the  boundaries  of  their  re-  (mi  endangering  the  Hoes  qf  ker  Mii^tff^a 

spective  professions,  must  show  to  any  subjects  through  ignorance:  and  then  be 

unprejudiced  person  that  they  are  very  left  to  chalk  out  their  future  course, 

indistinct  and  variable;  that  what  at  whether  in  physic  or  surgery,  or  any 

one  time  was  thought  to  belong  to  the  particular  department  of  either,  and  not 

one,  at  another  time  is  thought  to  be-  bound  down  by  legal  enactments  to 

lonjf  to  the  other !    If,  then,  the  boun-  follow  any  one  course.    I  think  with 

danes  are  so  very  variable  and  indis-  Celsus  when  he  says,  "Ego  eundem 

tinct,  it  is  manifest  that  the  pure  phv-  quidemhominem  posse  omnia  ista  pnes- 

sician  and  pure  surgeon  must  intemux  tere  concipio ;  atque,  ubi  se  divisemnt, 

their  studies  and  practice  to  a  very  eum  laudo,    oui    quamplurimum  per- 

great  extent,  and  become,  in  &ct,  almost  cipit"  ;    whicii    would  put   many  of 

general  practitioners.  The  ironical  ban-  those    mire   physicians,    who    declare 

ter  about  admirable  Crichtons  amused  themselves  ignorant  of  surgery,  and 

me  exceedingly,  and  must  amuse  all  glory  in  that  ignorance,  to  tne  blush, 

general  practitioners ;  but  I  would  re-  Dr.  Hull  appears  very  ancry  that  "  one 

mind  Dr.  Hull,  that  however  banter  in  authority  has  ventured  to  deny  the 

and  invective  may  amuse  a  crowd  of  inherent  essential  difierences  between 

ignorant  men,  when  put  on  paper,  and  surgery  and  physic,  which  require  that 

left  for  the  serious  perusal  of  the  well-  they  should  be  exercised  by  different 

educated,  it  can  otuy  excite  bad  feel-  persons,     and    taught    by    different 

ing  towards  the  person  who  would  make  teachers ;"  has  cavilled  at  "  a  College 

use  of  so  unworthy  a  weapon.  of  Physicians  and  a  College  of  Sur- 

A  little  further  on  Dr.  Hull  gives  geons."    Yet  he  does  not  show  that 

some  of  his  own  advice  to  two  imagi-  Uiis  authority  is  wrong ;  but,  instead  of 

nary  personages — Mr.  Dix  of  Modbury,  attacking  the  opinion,  shifts  the  bmxleii 

and  Mr.  Hosegood  of  Piddletrenthide,  of  proof  on  the  assertor  of  the  above 

an  equally  imaginary  place,  the  name  propositions.     It  is  evident  that  the 

of  which  appears  cliosen,  if  we  may  same  processes,  modified  by  the  circum- 

take  the  two  first  syllables  alone,  to  stances  of  the  situation  and  structure 

throw  vulgar  ridicule  on  the  future  re-  of  the  organs,  produce  both  external 

sidence  of  the  young  general  practi-  and  internal  diseases,  and  that  similar 

tioner.    He  tells  them  m  this  advice,  processes  for  their  reparation,  similarly 

that  they  are  to  be  rustic  physicians  and  modified,  produce  a  return  to  a  healthy 
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state.    Inflammation  has  its  three  ter-  tioner  will  have  the  advantage  over 

minations — ^resolution,  suppuration,  and  the  physician.    He  has  also  this  fur- 

sphacelus,  as  well  in  external  as  inter-  ther  advantage,  that  he  has  studied 

nal  parts ;   cancer,  which  in  one  part  the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery, 

belongs  to  the  surgeon,  in  another  be-  which  even  Dr.  Hull  must  admit  has 

lon^  to  the  physician ;  hectic,  when  an  intimate  connection  with  medicine, 

arising  from  abscess,  belongs  to  the  Now  considering  the  average  talents 

surgebn ;  hectic  from  phthisis  to  the  of  men,  we  cannot  suppose  that  among 

physician.    I  might  greatly  multiply  the  men  destined  by  their  friends  to 

examples,  were  space  allowed  me,  but  the  medical  profession,  the  physicians 

the  only  inference  I  can  draw  from  should  monopolize  the  talent,  but  that 

circumstances  is,  that   inflammation,  it  will  be  pretty  equally  distributed 

cancer,  «nd  hectic,  should  alike,  in  all  between  the  two  classes,  and,  there- 

their  modifications,  be  studied  by  both  fore,  it  is  unjust  to  the  general  practi- 

the  physician  and  surgeon,  whether  the  tioner  to  place  him  below  the  physi- 

causes  from  which  they  arise  belong  to  cian.    Hence  I  infer  that  one  test  of 

the  physician  or  sui^geon,  as  it  is  cer-  capability  should  be  applied  to  all, 

tain  that  they  illustrate  one  another.  If,  leaving   them    afterwards    to    follow 

then,  it  be  necessary  for  each  to  study  what  branch  thev  please,  and  to  take 

all  the  more  important  diseases  that  what  honorary  titles   (earned,  mind, 

belong  to  the  other,  the  physician  is,  in  by  more  stringent  examinations)  they 

jmint  of  fact,  the  surgeon  (if  we  omit  may  desire.    ^This  would  be  placing 

the  use  of  the  knife),  and  the  surgeon  medical  men,  like  horses  on  the  race- 

the  physician.    For  my  own  part,  I  course — even  at  first,  but  gaining  pre- 

cannot  understand  a  man's  being  a  pure  eminence    by  their   strenuous    aner- 

surffeon  or   physician  in  knowledge,  exertions. 

although  he  may  be  so  in  practice.  As  the  minds  of  men  are  so  difie- 
Maniiiu  dexterity  in  operations  can  only  rently  constituted,  and  their  tastes  so 
be  acquired  by  practice,  but  a  perfect  various — some  will  take  up  some  part 
knowledge  of  disease,  so  &r  as  know-  of  science,  others  another — there  will 
ledge  of  it  extends,  is  equaUy  to  be  be  still  division  of  labour.  '*  Aber- 
acauired  by  the  general  practitioner  crombie  will  still  be  consisted  on  the 
ana  the  physician ;  indeed,  I  think  the  brain,  Hope  on  the  heart,  and  John- 
former  has  the  greater  facilities,  if  he  son  on  the  bowels."  Some  will  take 
has  the  talent  and  will  to  perfect  him-  up  Anatomy,  some  Physiology,  others 
self,  so  far  as  is  possible,  in  the  know-  Cnemistry ;  but  the  public  in  general 
ledge  of  medicine.  Talented  men  will  be  satisfied  as  to  the  capability  of 
will  occupy  a  prominent  situation  in  all  to  treat  diseases,  although  some 
the  profession,  whether  they  be  physi-  may  be  more  clever  in  treating  some 
cians,  pure  surgeons,  or  general  practi-  particular  diseases  than  practitioners 
tioners :  but  as  most  men  wish  to  rise  m  general.  **  Palmam  qui  meruit 
as  high  in  rank  as  possible,  the  talented  ferat."  Medicine  is  now,  as  it  was  in 
general  practitioner  will,  if  he  can,  ob-  the  time  of  Celsus,  divided  in  three 
tain  a  doctor's  degree,  in  order  not  only  parts.  '*  lisdem  temporibus  in  tres 
to  obtain  rank,  out  also  to  secure  a  partes  medicina  deducta  est  ut  una 
larger  share  of  remuneration  for  his  esset,  quas  victu,  altera,  quee  roedica- 
exertions ;  and  hence  many  men  who  mentis,  tertia  qus  manu  mederetur. 
have  advanced  the  profession  by  their  Primam,  Humrruc^p  ;  secundam  ^apfia~ 
writings  as  physicians  have  been  ori-  KtvriKhy  •  tertiam,  x«'P^"P7**^'' ;  Greeci 
finally  general  '  practitioners,  have  nominarunt"  I  find  no  hint  in  Celsus 
handled  the  contemned  pestle  and  that  physicians  did  not  in  his  time 
mortar.  As  the  general  practitioner  both  compound  and  furnish  Hieir 
has  more  opportunities,  if  ne  has  the  remedies  to.  their  patients,  but  whe- 
wiU,  to  examine  disease,  inasmuch  as  ther  they  (the  patients)  paid  for  their 
he  attends  more  cases  than  the  physi-  medicine  or  advice,  he  does  not  state; 
cian,  and  as  he  obtains  the  same  edu-  it  seems,  however,  pretty  certain  to  me, 
cation,  so  far  as  medicine  is  concerned,  that  they  did  compound  and  furnish 
with  the  physician,  it  is  evident,  sup-  their  medicines,  and  in  that  they  did 
posing  the  two  to  have  equal  talent  what  Dr.  Hull  so  strongly  condemns, 
for  omervation,  that  the  general  practi-  and   what    he    upbraids    those   who 
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possess  a  de^ee  and  aasome  its  title,  ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 
while    practising    as   general   practi-  SOCIETY, 

tioners,  for  doing.    Alas,  poor  Hippo- 
crates !  alas,  poor  Celsus  !  and  ye  nost  Tueeday,  July  6, 1841. 
of  great  Grecians,  ye  fall  under  the         Da.  Clxndinnino  in  thb  Chair. 

lash  of  Dr.  Robert  Hnll !    ye  are  de-  

graded  to  aP<>tJ^^<^^'^«f;/^5^^^  Can  qf  AneurUm  qf  the  Right  SubdavUn. 
the  gentlemanly  practice  of  dropping  ^;^  .^  wHehihat  vmJei  wa,  tied  m. 
your  degree  (physicianship),  when  you  ^^^.^  ^^  ^^  tealmmu  murnfU,  By 
send  out  your  medicine,  apply  dressings  Richabd  Pabtridob,  P.R.S.  Proftwor 
to  a  wound,  or  take  scalpel  and  saw  ^f  Anatomy  in  King's  College,  and  Sar- 
in hand !  Vile  occupations  !  only  fit  geon  to  King's  College  Hobpital. 
for  the  low-bred  surgeons  and  apothe-  ^hb  patient,  David  Hickman,  was  a  married 
canes.  But— stop— I  had  forgotten  ^^^^  thirty^ht  years  of  age,  mnsenlar,  of 
that  I  was  getting  into  the  bantering  ^^  ^^f,^  complexion,  and  had  liyed  latiier  an 
style  I  condemned  in  Dr.  Hull,  but  intemperate  life.  His  occupation  was  tlial 
really  in  reading  his  paper  for  the  pur-  of  a  grinder  and  polisher  of  heavy  iran 
pose  of  commenting  on  it,  I  nad  plates,  an  employment  requiring  great  mus- 
actually  imbided  some  of  his  spirit,  cular  exertion  of  the  arms.  He  had  been  the 
on  the  principle  that  *'  like  begets  subject  of  several  slight  rheumatic  attacks ; 
like." — But,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  one  of  and  once,  about  a  year  before  his  admisaion 
Dr.  Hull's  proscribed  class,  one  who  into  King's  College  Hospital,  he  had,  what 
should  be  cut  by  all  others  ;  in  short,  he  called,  a  fever,  which  laid  him  up  for  six 
one  who  possesses  the  degree  of  M.B.  weeks,  and  was  attended  with  cough  and 
and  practises  as  a  general  practitioner.  P*J"8  about  the  upper  part  of  the  chest. 
However,  I  have  no  objection  to  being  After  ^s  i^ess  he  was  always  «ibject  to 

,•«    «.,«!,    ««rv;i    ^r^^^^i^^   «e    ♦!.«♦    J<f    psms  bclow  thc  clsvicles,  wluch  wcrc brought 
in  such    good    company  as    that    of    P  ^^^^  ^^;^^^  ^^^^    ^^ 

Hippocrates  and  Celsus,  notwithstand-  ^^    fg^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

mg  Dr.  Hull's  previous  denunciations,  ^^sion  into  the  hospital,  he  began  to  expe- 

I  am  glad  I  do  not  stand  alone,  but  nencepamsalong  the  right  side  of  the  neck, 

not  only  have  my  confrferes   of   the  ^nd  over  the  correspondmg  shoukler,  witii 

present    day,    with    whom    Dr.   Hull  numbness  of  the  arm,  and  an  inereaaiB^ 

seems  so  angry,  (perhaps  for  poachincr  ^ant  of  muscular  power  in  the  whole  limb, 

on  hig  won  manor?)  but  the  first  and  About  a  month  after  the  appearance  of  these 

greatest  of  all  physicians,  Hippocrates,  symptoms,  a  puU»ting  tumor  shewed  itself 

who,  I  suppose,  compounded  his  own  above  the  right  clavicle,  and,  as  this  enlarged, 

medicines,   as   I  am   not  aware    that  the  numbness  of  the  arm,  and  the  pains  in 

there  were  any  such  classes  as  apothe-  the  neck  and  shoulders,  became  worse,  so 

cary  and  chemist  a^d  druggist  in  those  that  finally  the  man  was  obliged  to  abandon 

days,  when  the  artificial  distinctions  ^^  employment. 

in  medicine  had  not  been  instituted,  ^.^eb.  1,  1841,  HickmMi  was  admitted  into 

Perhaps,  however,  I  am  in  error  on  '^"S>  College  Hospital.    He  had  then  an 

this  point,  and  Dr.  Hull,  who  is  evi-  fneurism  of  the  right  subdavum  artery,  cx- 

dently  a  better  Grecian  than  framer  of  *^f*"K  ^^"^.^f  outer  bord«r  of  the  antmor 

axioms  and  syllogisms,  will  be  kind    T^"""^  "'^^  ]'  .JP**^  ^  •T'^t 
^_       I,   .  •'  **^5"'"**'>   ^17*4.1.   41^.     T     downwards  behind  the    clavlde   into    the 

enough  to  correct  me       With  this  I    ^xiUa  aa  far  as  the  lesser  pectoral  mnade. 

conchide,  wishmff  that  Dr.  Hull  may    ^he  tumor  was  slightly  compresrible,  and 

not  be  incommoded  bv  the  too  great    appeared  to  contain  fluid  blood.     Upon  a 

proximity  of  one  of  these  physician-    careful    examination,  the    ri^t    common 

general-practitioners,  and  subscribing    carotid,  and  the  subclavian  internal  to  the 

myself  scalenus,  seemed  healthy;  the  arteria  in- 

Your  obedient  servant,  nominata  was  thought  to  be  enlarged  as  well 

Philip  B.  Ayres,  as  the  arch  of  the  aorta.     It  could  not  be 

M.B.  Lend.  M.R.C.S.L.    ascertained  that  they  were  otherwise  diseased. 

Thame,  Oxon,  July  9th,  1841.  No  disease  could  be  detected  In  the  heart  or 

lungs,  though  there  was  pain  on  percussion 
_^  beneath  the  right  clavicle.    Hie  pulse   at 

both  wrists  was  about  80,  full,  soft,  and  re- 
gular, llie  right  upper  extremity  was  some- 
what wasted  comparatively  with  the  opposite 
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llmbi    The  patient's  leit  at  night  was  much  tense  pain  at  the  scrobicQliu  cordis.     Tem- 

distnrbed  by  the  pains  and  numbness  of  the  porary  relief  was   afforded  by  leeches  and 

arm.  mustard  ponltioes  applied  to  the  ehest  and 

Tlie  patient  was  placed  in  bed  at  perfect  pit  of  the  stomadi,  but  the  pains  soon  re- 
rest,  with  low  diet  and  occasional  aperients,  tamed.     On  the  24th  February  (at  11  a.m.) 

Tlie  pains  in  the  limb  were  relicTed  by  the  fonrth  day  after  the  operatian,  the  man 

wrappfaig  it  inflannel ;  and  this,  with  an  oc-  died.     On  the  26th  the  body  was  examined 

oasional  opiate  at  night,  procured  him  com-  as  carefully  as  could  be  done  at  the  patient's 

fdrtable  sleep.     The  patient  was  bled  from  house,  where  it  had  been  removed  by  the 

the  left  arm,  after  admission,  four  times,  at  friends.     The  aneurism  was  found  to  extend 

intervals  of  three  or  four  days.    After  these  ft^m  the  outer  edge  of  the  scalaenus  to  the 

TCnesections  the  pulse  always  became  lower,  lesser  pectoral  muscle ;    internally  the  sac 

and  they  appealed  to  have  the  effect  of  turned  over  the  outer  border  of  the  scalsenus, 

diminishing    the    pains    in    the    arm   and  and  overlapped  it.     It  contained  coagulated 

shoulder.  blood,  but  no  fibrinous  deposits,  and  its 

20th.— Mr.  PSrtridge  put  a  ligature  on  coats  in  some  places  were  exceedingly  at- 
the  subclavian  artery  internal  to  the  scalienus.  tenuated.  It  would  have  been  imposnble  to 
An  incision  was  made,  between  three  and  have  placed  a  ligature  on  the  artery,  either 
four  inches  in  length,  along  the  clavicle  to  on  the  outer  side,  or  behind  the  scalaenus. 
the  centre  of  the  upper  border  of  the  sternum,  The  ligature  was  found  on  the  artery  midway 
dividing  the  skin  and  platysma.  The  sternal  between  its  origin  and  the  inner  border  of 
origin  and  a  part  of  the  clavicular  fibres  of  the  scalenus  anticus.  Tlie  nervus  vagus, 
the  stemo-mastoideus  were  next  exposed  and  the  recurrent  nerve,  and  the  pleura,  were  un- 
divided, and  then  a  small  anterior  jugular  vein  uojured. 

which  crossed  the  incision.  Afterwards  the  In  the  chest,  on  both  sides,  there  were 
stemo-hyoid  and  stemo-thyroid  muscles  found  old  adhesions  between  the  pleura 
were  cut  across,  and,  after  some  careful  costalis  and  pulmonalis,  with  serum  in  the 
dissection,  the  artery  was  exposed,  lying  cavities  of  these  membranes,  but  especially 
very  deeply  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  on  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  where  tiie  pui- 
The  vessel  was  large,  but  otherwise  monary  portion  of  the  pleura  was  sligntly 
healthy :  the  internal  jugular  vein  and  coated  with  recent  lymph.  There  were 
the  nervus  vagus  were  drawn  to  the  tubercles,  in  a  quiet  state,  however,  scattered 
outer  side  of  the  wound,  and  a  strong  thread  thrpugh  the  upper  lobes  of  both  \pngs. 
ligature  was  passed  around  the  artery  by  A  small  quantity  of  serum  was  found  in 
means  of  a  common  aneurism  needle ;  care  the  pericardium,  and  its  inner  surfece  was 
being  taken  to  avoid  wounding  the  pleura  coated  with  a  thin  layer  of  recent  lymph, 
which  lay  immediately  underneath  the  ves-  The  heart,  arch  of  the  aorta,  arteria  innomi- 
sel.  Upon  securing  the  ligature,  pulsation  nata,  and  both  common  carotids,  though 
in  the  tumor  and  at  the  wrist  ceased.  Soon  rather  laigei^  than  natural,  were  healthy, 
after  being  put  in  bed  the  man  felt  sick,  and  Three  small  deposists  of  pus  were  found  m 
vomited.  In  the  evening  about  four  ounces  the  cellular  tissue  near  the  wound,  and  along 
of  blood  were  lost  from  the  small  external  the  anterior  mediastinum :  they  were  uncon- 
jugular  vein,  whidi  had  been  divided  during  nected  with  each  other.  The  wound  itself 
the  operation:  it  was  secured  with  a  ligature,  looked  healthy.  No  clot  existed  either  in 
At  night  the  patient  complained  of  pain  at  the  subclavian  artery  or  in  the  vessels  spring- 
the  pit  of  the  stomach:  tins  was  rdieved  by  ing  from  it.  None  of  the  veins  were  in- 
an  opiate  draught,  and  he  dosed  quietly  until  flamed.  The  stomach  appeared  quite  healthy, 
morning,  when  the  pain  at  the  stomach  re-  The  author,  after  detailing  the  case,  states 
tuned  severely,  accompanied  with  thirst :  his  reasons  for  putting  a  ligature  on  the  sub- 
it  yielded  to  vennsection;  but  after  a  few  clavian  artery  internal  to  the  scalenus  in  pre- 
houfs  recurred,  and  was  not  as  before  re-  ference'  to  any  other  operation.  He  next 
lieved  by  bleeding.  The  thirst  also  returned  proceeds  to  take  a  review  of  the  symptoms, 
and  pain  was  felt  along  the  rig^t  side  of  the  (with  the  probable  cause  of  death),  and  com- 
stemum,  and  the  pulse  and  respiration  were  pares  them  with  those  which  were  observed 
quickened.  A  very  faint  pulsation  was  fblt  in  the  other  cases  in  which  this  operation 
at  the  right  wrist,  and  continued  until  the  had  been  performed. 

patient's  death.    The  symptoms  increasing  .     r  s  .        ^  ^ :^  ^^ 

day  by  day,  the  patient  i^  became  ex-  '^\'^'^*  ^  J^i  ^^''  "^ '^'S'^jf 

haLtcS;  w;  face  was  pale  and  covered  witii  M*JV«»*  </ /Aj  ^^"^JfT.^^ 

a  clammy  sw»t ;  his  liok  became  anxious ;  ^rjery.  m  oaeq^  wkteh  /am.  Ace  t^^ 

the  puh^  small,  and  very  rapid,  and  tiie  "^^"^^^  ^^^  ^J^  p^:^Il 

respi^tions  quiAer.     TTie  tiSrst  was  ex-  Jamm  Arthur W. lson,  M.D.  Phyrfd«i 

cettive,  but  aU  attempts  to  reUcre  it  by  to  St.  George  s  Hospital, 

fluids  taken  into  the  stomach  produced  in-  The  symptoms,  which  had  most  attracted 
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attention  daring  life  in  the  first  of  these  Caae  qf fatal  Eneephalitia,  with  hemiplegia^ 

caaes,  had  been  very  severe  pain  between  the  immediately  excited  by  Caniharidee,  in 

shoulders  along  the  track  of  the  sixth  or  eonsequenceqfintetueprediwporitionfiwm 

eighth  lower  dorsal  Tertebrs.     The  patient  basilar  and  internal  carotid  aneuriemM. 

died,  after  illness  of  about  six  months,  in  a  By  P.  N.  Kingston,  M.D.  Physician  to 

state  of  great  exhaustion,  much  aggravated  the  St  George's  and  St.  James's  Dispoi- 

by  mercurial  salivation.  sary. 

On  examination  of  the  body  a  large  glo-  j^es  Hullah,  between  foorteen  and  fif- 

bul«r  tumor  w«i  wen  extending  from  behmd  teen  year,  of  age,  ahoemaker,  admitted  Dr. 

the  head  of  the  p^creaa  upwarda^orward.,  Kingaton'a  patient  at  the  Diapenaary,  October 

and  outwarda  to  the  nght  side.     The  doctua  17    1836,                             r         /t 

communis  was  in  close  contact  with  this  sac.  He  ha^  for  three  yean  and  a  half  had  « 

''"''"'.^*T";.P«'^<'"»'<'»P"'^-    *"«  throbbing  tumor  at  the  right  aide  of  tha 

ponb^ani  of  the  hver  were  umversaUy  much  neck,  which  has  gradnaUy  reached  the  aiae 

*°IS?T'  -  11    .1.  1.        ,.  .  "^  two-thirds  of  an  orange,  but  has  other- 

The  heart  was  amall:  the  membrane  hning  wise  been  oonsidei^  strong  and  free  Aon 

its  caritiea  uniformly  yeUow.     Tubercle  of  a  ailment  till  this  moniing.  w£«  he  was  sod- 

consistence    hke  mortar,   and  of  a  yeUow  denly  seized  with  vomi^  and  with  numb- 

colour,  were  ob«OTed  m  the  lung..     In  the  ness  and  almost  total  l^  of  power  of  the 

w  K^  ^-  °"      T"*  »'"«'™«y  yellow ;  trunk,  the  right  arm  and  leg,  tLe  right  aide 

but  both  tumcaju^chnoide.  and  pu.  mater  of  the  mouS,  «>d  the  t^.     Rd«,  80! 

were  free  from  that  colour.     The  substance  BoweU  confined  for  four  da^T 
of  fte  brun  was  Jso  normal  m  colour  j  but        He  died  in  thirty-eight  hours  and  a  half. 

r^!r  7       ,~"''"lS.'"'^^r°'J5'  ^^°8  t»^  period  Ui  urine  was  imSrt 

divided  mirf«es  of  many  of  the  Tessels.  The  entirely  supprOed,  the  vomiting  contimS 

synovid  flmd  contamed  m  cavities  of  joints  frequeit.  thL  was  occasional  JLp^^ 

was  yeUow :  th«r  ajrtilagei  were  of  die  nor-  respiration,  foUowed  by  spaam  of  thelm^ 

^nwm^^n.^  '*°'°"''  ~"*''™^  ^^  l«>lort,aReratime,thJpSwerofdegluSS^ 

yaiowmu.a8.  and  became  by  degrees  completelv  oomabao 
Tlu.  author  observe,  that  this  case  may  lead        it  was  asc^rtiSed  that  S«  ilbtT^ 

us,  under  smiUar  circumstances,  to  apply  the  the  seizure  he  had  taken  «)me  SpLah  fly  in 

ear  to  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  as  a  an  apple  »-»«»•  "j  ™ 

means  of  inquiry  ;  it  may  also  prevent  our        Stcth    CadmtrU.  Jiftem    Aoiirt    a/I<r 

bemg  tdcen  by  surprise  m  the  event  of  rod-  Aart—Patche.  of  the  muwus  St.^^ 

den  death :  he «h»remarks  on  the  inefficiency  the  stomach  presented  "d^ree^red^ 

°J^^^^JX^'^*^l^  ^°  '^  «"»«*«•  ""5  elev.tion,7l^h   4Z^ 

^^m^„ni,SSl  r   »l-     "^1  ^^  ^  •^•W'y  ""k  «">  appeaiiice  of  the  adj!^ 

^^1  P^taig  m  the  epij^c  region,  parts.  The  spleen  wiTsoftened:  t^  ki^^ 

about  tt.eo«ofa.manorange.  which,  when  W««  muchcSngestedfwd  th^'cortiStt 

the  patient  Uy  flat,  projected  to  the  left  of  tion.  softened  j'ie  ^vis  oft^^t^ 

ttu,  scrobiculM  cordis.    When  the  patient  fiUed  with  nearly  op^ue,  wUt^  fl^fl^ 

toned  to  the  left  «de,  the  tumor  c«sed  to  of  creamy  consiJte,^    'iCm;^  m^! 

be  perceptible.     On  his  tnmmg  to  the  right  br».e  of  nearly  half  the  bUdtot^S^ 

ihTfuV^T  \  "^'^^  ■  ^i""?  ''"'''•  "<*«>«~d  and  much  «rfte.^  ^^ 

i^  ^9^'  ^'^. '»,.'?»^«d«»«tte«l,  and  July        Here  was  a  laige  aneurismal  dilatation  of 

the  12th,  when  hedUed,  he  was  attacked  with  the  ri^t  intemal^tid  wtew.^oM  at 

frequent  hiemoptysis ;  and  towards  the  hut  the  builar  »terv  nf  it.  ^^t  "«>  one  of 

symptoms  of  phthi«.  presented  themselvea.  ^'2?,'^hS^;,:^to'^j:'^rS:^ 

in^r,  T'"  °' *^  'line"  there  was  severe  du-My,  «.d  wittouTreptar?  rf  i™  taSi 

and  increamng  pun  down  the  dorsd  verte-  OTie  'pons  varolu  h«l   become  wLinkt^ 

bre,  and  cramps  m  the  legs  ;  and  the  tumor  flattened  bv  the  !.«««•««?   th-    wT' 

bec«ne  more  and  more  tender  to  ibe  touch  aneuilm.  id  wa.'^'S^.^  f^ 

The  anennsm  m  this  case  was  in  the  trunk  denth  of  a  oiurter  nfin  .•^fcTk     -w 

!!„.SL.  IJ^r*'  ?T«  °P  '"'''  "  "^    '»™'n '  the  left,  none.  ^ 

5?rSn:^'*  "^  -"^  "«"-  •»'"""*y    ,±^  '^^<--  «*-  at  the  Coroner'. 

We,  a  symptom  of  the  one,— hemoptysis  of    for  the  predisposinir  canseTherc  n^cS- 
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ON  THE  SPONTANEOUS  EVOLUTION  small,  and  the  nauseous  smell  is  by  no  means 

OP  <m  infallible  criterion  of  the  existence  of 

the  flras 

SULPHURETTED  HYDROGEN  ,n  th.  Alanatnral  product,  sulphuretted  hydro- 

WATERS  OF  THE  WESTERN  gen  has  hitherto  been  known  chiefly  as  an 

COAST  OF  AFRICA,  ingredient  in  certain  mineral  waters,  such  as 

AND  OF  OTHEK  U)CALmES.  r^olfr^S  ^Slt^.'^'p^X: 
By  J.  Frederic  Danikll,  ^^'^  *^^-  ^'*  **»«  l^^^^r  44-0.     The  com- 
er. Sec.  B.S.,  Prof.  Chem.  in  King's  CoUege,  P^^^vfely  smaU  spruigs  which  yield  these 
London,  &c.*  waters  are  most  carefully  preserved  by  their 
proprietors,  on  account  of  their  medicinal 

mt^  **^*s            A    *  j'-^  4.  J  *   *!.       w  ^  virtues,  and  the  profits  which  are  derived 

My  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  subject,  f^^  ^^^  ^^      '^ 

which  I  shdl  have  the  honour  of  submitting  Th^  generation  of  the  gas  with  which  such 

tLT^fr^^ln  Z^fT^S^wlfn^?^^^^  "'^"^'^  *"  impiegnatedfhas  been  usually 

the  Admiralty,  m  April  1840,  who  sent  me  attributed  to  some  unknown  action  upon 

ei^t  specimens,   and  "ftemards  two  ad-  ^j^  ^^  ^^^  sulphurets  of  the  metals 

ditional  specimens,  of  water  from  the  mouths  ^  ^^  ^^^rior  of  the  Wrth,  and  it  is  pretty 

of  ttie  rivers  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  generally  ascribed  to  volcanic  action.     It 

with  directions  to  analyze  them,  for  the  pur-  ^as  only  been  generally  known  that  sulphu- 

pose  of  dwcovermg,  if  possible,  the  (^use  of  netted  hydrog^  is  produced  by  process^  of 

the  rapid  decay  of  the  oopper-sheetmg  of  decay  or  fermentation,  in  which  large  quan- 

ships  employed  under  those  stations.  tj^ies  of  animal  matters  are  concern^. 

Of  the  comparative  duration  of ^e  metal  rpo  the  natiiral  sources  of  tUs  gas  must 

fai  the  vesseb  of  the  Royal  Navy,  I  have  not  ^^^  ^e  added  the  estiiaries  of  many  large 

been  informed;  but  the  evil  complained  of  ^vers  and  immense  tracts  of  the  ocean  in 

IS  weU  known  also  in  the  merchant  service ;  ^^^j.  immediate  vicinity, 

and  upon  inquiry  of  one  of  the  krgest  copper-  The  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  African 

smelters  in  South  Wales,  he  assures  me,  ^^fers,  sent  to  me  from  the  Admiralty,  em- 

that  •  •  tiie  expenenoe  of  between  thuty  and  bracing  an  extent  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  degrees 

forty  years  has  led  his  mmd  to  the  conclusion,  ^f  latitude,  are  as  foUow  :— (See  next  page.) 

that  sheathing  copper  will  be  as  much  or  Thus  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  important 

more  mjured  in  a  nmc-months    voyage  to  ft^t  of  tiie  impregnation  of  the  waters,  upon 

and  along  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  by  the  wear  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  witii  sulphuretted 

of  from  tiiree  or  four  years  on  any  other  hydrogen,  to  an  amount,  in  some  places, 

^'■^®'                           ,  .  .    »            .  exoeedingthatof  some  of  the  most  celebrated 

The  first  water  which  I   exammed  was  sulphur  springs  in  tiie  world ;  and  of  the 

from  the  nver  at  Sierra  Leone,   taken  at  injurious  effect  of  such  impregnation  upon 

tfareemiles  from  the  mouth.     Upon  drawing  the  copper  sheatiiing  of  ships,  you  wiU  be 

the  cork  of  the  bottle  it  was  found  to  smell  convinced  by  the  experiments  upon  the  table. 

Ycry  strongly  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  ^gre  any  farther  evidence  wanting,   it 

The  first  idea  which  occurred  to  me  was  would  be  found  in  the  state  of  the  copper  of 

that  which  seems  generally  to  have  prcvafled  the  Bonetta,  which  lately  returned  from  the 

upon  similar  occasions,  viz.  that  this  gas  was  QMttt  of  Africa,  and  three  sheets  of  which 

generatedfromsomechange  which  had  taken  were  sent  to  me  from  the  Admiralty  for 

place  in  the  water  after  it  had  been  bottled,  examination. 

from  the  decomposition  of  some  animal  or  Nos.    1    and  2  were   pretty  uniformly 

TegeUble  substance ;  but  a  littie  consideration  covered  on  the  outside  with  a  green  crust ; 

showed  that  this  exphination  was  quite  inad-  and  on  the  inside,  as  evenly,  with  a  black 

miaslble,  inasmuch  as  the  sediment  from  the  crust  of  equal  thickness.    They  were  very 

whole  botUe  did  not  exceed  half  a  grain,  the  thin  in  parts,   and  here  and  there  eaten 

water  being  perfectly  bright,  and  the  salts  ^Qto  holes. 

upon    evaporation    snow-white;    and    the  No.  3  was  in  a  much  worse  state,  very  thin, 

water  became  perfectiy  sweet  a  very  short  and  eaten  into  large  holes.     In  most  parts  it 

time  after  it  had  been  exposed  to  the  air.  ^as  easily  broken  by  the  fingers ;  one  of  the 

Indeed,  the  common  prejudice  regarding  }io\eB,    of    an    irregular    shape,    measured 

the  unlimited  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydro-  eighteen  inches  in  length  by  four  inches  and 

gen  generated  by  putrescence  is  perfectly  a  half  in  width.    This  sheet  was  covered 

untenable,  and  is  founded  solely  upon  its  ^j^h  green  crust  chiefly,  on  both  sides ;  but 

disagreeable  odour.    The  hat  is,  that  the  there  were  evident  traces  of  the  black  crust 

quantity  of  sulphur  in  animal  matter  is  very  ^q  the  inner  side. 

Upon  analysis  the  black  crust  was  found  to 

•Jrom  the  London,  BdinbotKh,  and  Dablin  consist  of  sulphuret  of  copper,  and  tiie  green 

1%,k»pb>calMaga»ne  and  Journal  of  Science,  of  oxy-ehloride  of  copperT 
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lliere  ean  be  no  doubt  that  the  injury  of 
the  copper  aroae  primarily  fkom  the  nilphii- 
retted  hydrogen.  The  gas  appears  to  have 
penetrated  to  the  inner  side  of  the  copper, 
where  in  Nos.  1  and  2  it  has  been  protected 
from  the  fxrther  action  of  the  sea  water ; 
by  which,  on  the  outside,  the  solphoret  was 
converted  into  chloride  of  copper.  Tliia 
conversion  appears  to  have  taken  place  on 
both  sides  in  No.  3,  from  the  water  having 
penetrated  to  the  under  side  in  consequence 
of  its  greater  corrosion. 

That  the  establishment  of  this  &ct  is  of 
some  importance  in  a  mercantile  point  of 
view,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  convince  you 
by  two  anecdotes  which  I  will  now  narrate. 

Not  many  years  ago  a  new  Copper  Company 
set  up  a  smelting  establishment  and  brought 
their  copper  to  market:  some  merchants 
purchased  sheathing  of  them,  coppered  their 
ship,  and  sent  her  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Not  many  months  after  she  returned  to  this 
country  with  the  copper  in  the  same  state 
as  that  of  the  Bonetta.  The  merchants  said 
— the  copper-smelters  were  inexperienced 
hands — they  did  not  know  their  business — 
the  sheathing  was  improperly  made ;  and 
they  brought  an  action  against  the  Company, 
who  defended  it. 

Upon  the  trial  some  of  the  most  eminent 
scientific  men  of  the  day  gave  evidence  that 
there  was  nothing  in  sea  water  which  could 
produce  such  rapid  decay  of  the  copper,  and 
the  jury,  in  consequence,  brought  in  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiffs. 

Now  contrast  this  with  what  has  happened 
to  me  within  the  last  two  months.  An 
eminent  copper  manufacturer  of  South  Wales, 
who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  investigations 
in  which  I  had  been  engaged,  came  to  me 
with  two  samples  of  copper  which  he  wished 
me  to  analyze.  Tlie  one  was  of  ne\r  metal, 
and  the  other  part  of  tlie  sheathing  of  a  ship 
which  had  just  returned  from  Africa,  after  a 
voyage  of  a  few  months,  the  copper  being  in 
a  state  of  utter  decay.  He  stated  that  the 
merchants  to  whom  the  vessel  belonged  had 
brought  an  action  against  him  on  the  plea 
that  the  copper  was  imperfect,  and  he  wished 
for  my  evidence  upon  the  subject,  as  he  well 
knew  that  the  copper  was  perfectly  good. 
Instead  of  entering  upon  the  analysis  I  gave 
him  a  copy  of  my  report  upon  the  waters  of 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  which  he  sent  to 
the  merchants,  and  nothing  further  has  been 
heard  of  the  action. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  sud  that  tittle  good 
will  arise  from  pointing  out  the  evil,  unless 
we  are  prepared  to  propose  some  remedy  for 
it ;  not  that  I  agree  to  this,  for  the  existence 
of  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  so  leadily 
tested,  even  by  the  roughest  hands,  that 
nothing  can  be  easier  thui  to  ascertain  and 
avoid  the  localities  in  which  it  prevails; 
motives  for  which  course  I  shall  presently 
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mention,  of  grnter  weight  even  than  the  then  be  eaner  than  to  throw  off  the  pro 

''^7iT°if^»"!S'^-   ^    •  teetion  when  the  dup  ■TfalXJfjP'^ 

wiAto  o^«mtld     "^^ "  "^t^,  "*"'«»"  P"ticubrl^  liable   to  S^t." 

within  our  co;nmand.      lie  principle    of  or  to  restore  it  upon  «>in«  to  sea.  or  irivtai^ 

pro  echon  proposed  by  Sir  H  Davy  is  qnite  in  hititudes  where  lulphimiSi  hJZ^ 

apphcable  to  it    with  some  additional  pre-  might  be  found  to  exist.  '»y<W>g«» 

cautions  suggested  by  ttiis  newly-discovered        But  the  protectors  should  invariably  be  of 

destructive  agent,   which  had  escaned  his  »in/.    — hi..!.  «»«ij  luvBriamy  oe  oi 

notice  ""■'^  ""u  vxtMyva  nis  nnc,  wbich  would  preserve  the  copper  not 

iti.  ..11  Vn„™  fi.  I.  k-  •       .  only  from  the  effects  of  sea  water  generally. 

It  IS  weU  known  that  his  experiments  but  from  the  more  destructive  ueacv  of 

were  conducted  ch^fly  witii  rinc  ««1  iron,  sulphuretted  hydrogenTS  1  S^re- 

i^  ^^T^^lJL       ^^"V^  •*!*  °°'  ""ly  P'*'^  "P0°  «>«  ""tern  coastTf 

iron,      as  the  substance  which  is  cheapest,  Africa,  but  in  oflKsTsituations  where  it  has 

S^  r^l  P"?^'    ^i  "^"^  "^  '^^  yet  been  suspected.    IndlSTtocH^ 

But  thu  IS  not  tiie  cw!  with  regard  to  necessary  to  use  protection  m  iulphuretted 

bvS„«  ^l^° ''  '"•   "r-"^  T  waters,lnd  that  L  action  o?  SeffidS 

Jll^IT      ^  expenments  upon  tte  .lone  might  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to 

^^L^^"^^Lrt.'^^l^..^_  pr^eti^copperfromdeposits. 


cr^  the  corroMon  of  the  ktter  of  weeds  or  sheU-fish  is  the  oxide  of  iron 

Zinc,  on  the  wntrary,  protects  Ae  copper  formed  and  deposited  round  the  protector. 

^  wlr  Tf*^  1  "^''''  ^^.k"^"  "^f^^  ^  ^^  ^«  °°*y  ex^riment  in  which^rinT^ 

^aZ       '  ^^.^J^^  the  sulphuretted  been  employed  for  this  purpose  in  actual 

hydrogen      This  I  have  ascertamed  by  the  service,  the  ship  returned  after  two  voyages 

experiments  before  you,  and  you  will  find  to    the  West  Indies  and  one  to    Qiieb^ 

^i  ^^  T^^  ^'^  '''  r^"^  accordance  perfectly  clean.     The    rudder,  which    was 

with  the  electnc  order  of  these  two  metals  not  protected,   was  corroded  in  the  usual 

in  solutions  of  the  hydrosulphurets,  as  given  way^." 

by  Dr.  Faraday  in  his  hist  beautiful  number  But  it  is  impossible  not  to  speculate  upon 

T^^^r?  w      ^^T^^"^  '"  Electricity  the  origin  of  the  deleterious  gas  which  C 

In  the  table  which  he  gives,  iron  stands  thus  been  found  to  contaminate  the  sea  upon 

«/!f  ""*  if  ^''P^V^  «lf*/°-J^«8»^»^«  o'-^er,  the  western  coast  of  afnca,  in  such  enormous 

whll^^  .V.           i  ^f  "i*^^  above  zrnc;  quantities,  thftmgh  an  extent  of  more  than 

w^le  m  the  usual  acid  solutions  both  zrnc  sixteen  degrees  of  latitude,  and  reaching  in 

and  iron  stand  below  the  metolf.  places  forty  mUesseawards,  making  altogetiier 

Now  I  have  long  been  of  opimon  that  an  area  of  40,000  square  miles  in  extent, 

the  experiment  of  voltaic  protection  in  the  Volcanic  action  seems  naturally  to  suggest 

Navy  was  much  too  hghtiy  abandoned  upon  itself,  but  is  negatived  by  tiie  absence  of  any 

the  first  appearance  of  an  unforeseen  diffi.  other  indications  of  such  actions  along  this 

culty,  and  that  under  circumstances  otiier-  Une  of  coast ;  and  I  think  tiiat  I  shall  be  able 

wise  the  most  encounigmg.  to  convince  you.  by  tiie  evidence  of  expert- 

Thu  abandonment,  you  are  aware,  arose  ment,  tiiat  tiie  real  cause  may  be  found  in 

from  what  might  be  called  over-protection,  the  mutual  reaction  of  tiie  inynense  quantities 

by  which   the  attachment   of    weeds  and  of  vegetable  matters,  which  must  be  brought 

xoophytes  to  the  ships    bottoms  was  found  down  by  tiie  intertropical  rivers,  and  Uie 

to  be  encouraged.     Eartiiy  deposits  were  sulphates  of  tiie  sea  water, 

formed,  and  to  these  the  weeds  and  shell-fish  The  idea  was  suggested  to  me  by  a  memoir 

atteched  tiiemselves.  of  my  friend  Dr.  MalcoUnson,  in  tiie  Geo- 

The  remedy  for  this  appears  to  me  to  be  logical  Transactions,  who  speculates  upon 

obvious:  instead  of  keeping  tiie  protectors  the  origin  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the 

always  m  contact  with  tiie  copper,  let  tiiem  gaiine  lakes  of  different  parte  of  the  world, 

be  insulated,  and  let  tiiem  only  be  brought  being  "  tiie  decomposition  of  tiie  sulphates 

into  metajic  contact  when  occasion  may  re-  in  tiie  water  by  tiie  carbonaceous  matter  of 

quire.    This  might  readily  be  done  by  means  vegctebles."     I  tested  tiiis  hypothesis  by 

of  a  bolt  or  bar,  forming  in  one  position  a  experiroente  in  the  following  way  :— 

contmuous  conductor  between  the  two  metals  On  the  2nd  of  November,  1840,  I  placed 

wd  in  another  breaking   the  connexion :  a  quantity  of  newly  .fallen  leaves  in  tiiree 

tills  might  always  be  at  command  of  the  gUiss  jars  capable  of  holding  about  a  gaUon 

proper  officer  of  the  ship.     Nothing  could  and  a  half.of  water. 

•  Phil.  Trans.,  June  1824,  p.  243. ' " 

t  Ibid.  1B40,  p.  113.  *  PliU.  Trans.  1826,  p.  420. 
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No.  1.  Upon  the  first  I  poured  about  a 
gallon  of  New  River  water. 

No.  2.  Upon  tbe  lecond  I  poured  about 
the  tame  quantity  of  the  same  water,  in  which 
three  ounces  of  common  salt  had  been  dis- 
solved. 

No.  3.  Upon  the  third,  the  same  quantity 
of  water,  in  which  three  ounces  of  crystallized 
sulphate  of  soda  had  been  dissolved. 

The  three  jars  were  then  placed  in  a  warm 
chamber,  the  temperature  of  which  varied 
from  about  70^  to  110<',  and  the  water  was 
filled  up  from  time  to  time,  as  it  evaporated, 
and  the  mixture  well  stirred. 

Upon  examining  them  on  the  5th  of  Febru« 
ary,  1841  (three  months),  the  following  was 
found  to  be  the  state  of  the  jars  : — 

No.  1  had  a  very  disagreeable  odour,  but 
produced  no  change  whatever  upon  paper 
soaked  in  acetate  of  lead. 

No.  2  was  perfectly  sweet,  and  possessed, 
indeed,  a  rather  agreeable  odour.  It  pro- 
duced no  effect,  of  course,  upon  the  test 
paper. 

No.  3  had  a  most  insupportable  sickening 
odour,  much  worse  than  that  of  pure  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen,  and  instantly  blackened  pa- 
per soaked  in  acetate  of  lead,  throwing  down 
sulphuret  of  lead  with  a  metallic  lustre. 

You  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing, 
by  the  specimen  upon  the  table,  that  tbe 
evolution  of  gas  is  at  this  moment  proceeding 
with  increased  energy. 

[To  be  continued.] 

MEDICAL  REFORM   MEETINGS  IN 
MARYLEBONE. 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 
Two  meetings  have  been  called  of  the  me- 
dical practitioners  of  the  borough  of  Maryle- 
bone,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
views  and  intentions  of  the  candidates  for 
the  representation  of  the  borough  respecting 
medical  reform.  I  attended  the  first  meet- 
mg  for  curiosity  merely,  and,  although  I 
waited  for  half  an  hour  beyond  the  time  that 
I  expected  the  chair  would  be  taken,  I  came 
away  before  the  business  commenced.  I 
was  not  the  only  practitioner  who  did  so. 
Now  as  these  meetings  have  been  reported 
in  the  metropolitan  and  provincial  journals, 
I  beg  that  tbe  chairman  or  chairmen  of 
these  great  meetings  will  have  the  candour 
to  inform  the  profession  how  many  practi- 
tioners they  believe  attended  at  each  of  these 
meetings,  tiiat  we  may  have  a  ftdr  and  just 
idea  of  the  strength  of  the  medical  reformers 
of  the  vast  borough  of  Marylebone. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSBPH  HOULTON. 

Liason  Grove, 
14th  July,  1S41. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Coundl  on  Thursda^f 
the  8th  inst.,  George  James  Guthrie,  Esq. 
F.R.S.  was  elected  President ;  and  Anthooy 
White  and  John  G.  Andrews,  Esquires^ 
were  elected  Vice-Presidents  of  the  College 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  sU 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  3d  July,  1841. 

Small  Pox St 

Measles   is 

Scarlatina  I6 

Hooping  Cough  S6 

Croup  9 

Thrush    i 

Diarrhoea i 

I)>'sentery  i 

Cholera    o 

Influenza o 

Typhus 19 

Erysipelas i 

Syphilis  ; i 

H  ydrophobla o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Ner>-e8,  and  Senses  . .  131 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Oi^ans  of 

Respiration 23s 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Ulbod-vessels 17 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Lirer,  and  other 

Or^ns  of  Digestion  GO 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 0 

Childbed s 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c s 

Rheumatism 9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Ulcer    I 

Fistula    1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 94 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 49 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Priyatioo,or  lotempe- 

rance   39 

Causes  not  specified  9 

Deaths  flrom  all  Causes 7s  1 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  bl^  37'  32'*  JV. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwiek. 


Jul¥, 

THSaMOMBTBR. 

BAaOMBTBB. 

Wednesday    7 

ftom  51  to  67 

99*82  to  29*62 

Thursday  .    8 

53      67 

99-70       99-85 

Friday.  .  .    9 

45      70 

99*86       99-91 

Saturday  .  10 

45      68 

99*87       99*53 

Sunday  .  .  11 

47      61 

29-90       99-47 

Monday  .  .  12 

48      68 

99-58       29*57 

Tuesday    .  IS 

45      64 

99-57       Stat. 

Winds,  W.  and  S.W. 

On  tbe  7th,  momlnp  clear,  otherwise  orercastt 
raining  very  heavily  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening.  Tbe  8th  dear.  The9tb.eveidii|rclondy, 
with  heavy  thunder  and  rain  in  the  N.  W. :  other- 
wise clear.  The  10th,  morning^  clear,  afternoon 
cloudy,  evening  overcast,  with  rain.  Tbe  II th, 
general  overcast }  rain  at  times.  The  13th,  ge- 
nerally  clear;  a  shower  of  rain  about  half-past 
one  p.  M .  The  ISth  alternately  clear  and  cloudy ; 
flrequent  showers  of  rain  during  the  day. 

Hsin  fldlen,  -56  of  an  inch. 
CHA-ama  Hknrt  Adams. 

Wilson  h  Ooilvt,  57,  SUnnar  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  ^  P"^  ^"^^  ^^®  consideration  of  ague  to  that 

of  continued  fever.    A  paroxysm  of  ague  baa 

^"  ''*"'  been  regarded  aaexbibiting  aparadigm  orsam- 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  l^J^I^.^rT^-    ®°*  ^"-  ^  "^T^ 

^ma   ^».  appeared  to  me  rather  an  mgenious  refine* 

PHYSIC,  ment,  than  a  useful  matter  of  fiict,     Practi- 

Mi^  at  Kin,',  CoUe,e.  Unaon.  ^^^J^  SSt^t'lvf  U  M 

By  Dr.  Watson.  docs  often  run,  in  hot  cUmates,  into  the 

remittoit,  and  the  remittent  mto  the  con- 

tinned  form.     But  these  are  very  different 

Lbcturb  XLIII.  disorders  from    the    continued  fever  with 

which,  in  these  climates,  and  in  this  country, 

BpUttueU.    Bronchocele :  Cretinism:  their  we  have  to  do.     Intermittent  fever,   and 

pkanomena  and  probable  causes.  continued  fever,  as  tpe  see  them,  differ  in 
I  TBSTSRDAY  finished  what  I  had  to  say  their  phenomena,  in  their  cause,  and  in 
respectiog  intermittent  fever :  its  symptoms;  their  treatment.  They  are  alike  inasmuch 
its  cause ;  and  its  cure.  The  subtle  poison  sm  they  both  are  called  fever,  and  both  are 
which  produces  it  is  thickly  distributed  over  attended,  in  some  part  or  other  of  their 
the  fairest  portions  of  the  habitable  globe :  course,  with  pyrexia :  but,  in  essential 
blighting  human  health,  and  shortening  symptoms,  I  have  known  many  a  compound 
human  life,  more  often,  and  to  a  far  greater  fracture  more  like  continued  fever  than  any 
numerical  amount,  than  any  other  single  ague  that  we  are  likely  to  witness.  I  shall 
cause  whatever.  Known  only  by  its  noxious  take  up  the  subject  of  continued  fever,  then, 
effects,  holding  out  no  signal  of  its  presence,  in  connection  with  the  eruptive  febrile  dis- 
this  unseen  and  treacherous  enemy  of  our  eases,  with  which  it  has  many  strong  links 
race  has  yet  been  tracked  to  its  haunts  and  of  analogy ;  and  I  resume  the  consideration 
lurking-places,  and  detected  in  some  of  its  of  the  disorders  that  come  within  the  province 
habits.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  that  I  of  the  physician,  according  to  their  anato- 
should  enter  somewhat  fully  into  the  history  mical  seat. 
of  the  malaria,  and  show  how  it  may  some- 
times be  shunned,  sometimes  be  averted;  Epistaris. — After  what  was  stated  of 
how  also,  in  this  climate  at  least,  the  effects  luemorrhage  in  general,  in  an  earlier  part  of 
it  has  already  produced  upon  the  human  the  course,  I,  hardly  know  whether  epistojtg^ 
body  may  be  successfully  combated.  Bat  I  needs  or  deserves  any  formal  notice.  There 
shall  not  pursue,  in  further  detail,  the  are,  however,  some  points  relating  to  this 
ravages  committed  by  this  invisible  agent,  simple,  and  commonly  harmless  hemorrhage, 
and  the  remedies  they  require,  in  hotter  and  which  it  may  be  worth  while  very  briefly  to 
less  favoured  regions  than  our  own.  Of  touch  upon.  Sometimes  it  is  a  remedy; 
these,  personally,  I  know  nothing;  and  I  sometimes  a  warning;  sometimes  really  in 
must  refer  you,  for  information  on  such  itself  a  disease.  The  readiness  with  which 
diseases,  to  authors  who  have  seen  and  the  mucous  lining  of  the  nasal  passages  pours 
treated  them :  particularly  to  Drs.  Lind,  forth  blood  is  familiar  to  the  experience  of 
Jackson,  Bancroft,  Johnson,  and  Sir  William  'every  school-boy;  who  "often  wipes  a 
Burnett.  bloody  nose.''     A  slight  blow,  brivk  exer* 

It  is  customary,  with  writers  and  lecturers,  cise,  a  strong  bodily  effort,  a  fit  of  sneezing, 
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or  the  summer  heat,  u  sufficient,  in  many  of  epUtaxU ;  and  that  the  same  indications 
boys,  to  make  the  nose  bleed;  and  this  have  governed  him,  in  adapting  its  nse  to 
facility  of  haemorrhage  furnishes,  often,  an  this  form  of  hsmorrhage,  as  serve  to  guide 
index  of  some  unnatural  state  of  the  circula-  him  in  oases  of  inflammation.  Thus,  when 
tion ;  and  especially  of  undue  fulness  of  the  the  hsemorrhage  has  been  profuse  and  fire- 
vessels  of  the  head.  But  the  import  of  this  quent,  and  moderate  depletion  by  blood- 
symptom  is  not  always  the  same.  Epistaiis  letting,  purgatives,  &c.  has  not  arrested  it, 
mayindeed  be  taktn  as  affording  an  epitomeof  he  has  brought  the  constitution  rapidly  under 
thevariousformsofluemorrhagebyexhalation.  the  influence  of  mercury ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
In  childhood  and  early  youth  it  is  idiopathic,  mouth  was  sore,  the  hsemorrhage  has  ceased, 
dependant  upon  active  congestion,  and  pro-  not  a  drop  more  of  blood  has  been  lost, 
bably  arterial.  It  is  nature's  favourite  mode  Again,  when  the  epistaxia  has  been,  not  in 
of  blood-letting  at  that  period  of  life.  In  huge  quantity,  but  habitual  or  frequently 
old  age  it  is  symptomatic,  the  result  of  recurring,  without  any  excess  of  vascular 
passive  or  mechanical  congestion,  and  pro-  action,  or  any  other  apparent  ailment  in  the 
bably  venous.  In  some  adult  persons  it  constitution  at  large.  Dr.  Latham  has  often 
happens  periodically,  and  is  habitual :  and  cured  his  patient  by  a  moderate  salivation, 
its  stupennon,  rather  than  its  occurrence,  gradually  induced,  and  continued  for  a  few 
becomes  a  token  of  disease  or  of  danger.   In  weeks. 

young  women  it  is  not  seldom  vicarious  of  In  conversing  with  Dr.  Southey  on  the 

suspended  menstruation :  in  men  it  is  apt  to  same  subject,  I  find  that  he  also  has  been 

take  the  place  of  hiemorrhdis.     Lastly,  it  taught  by  experience  to  rely  upon  mercury 

may  proceied  from  disease  in  the  nares  them-  as  almost  a  specific  remedy  for  obstinate 

selves ;   or  form  a  part  of  a  more  general  htemorrhage,  occurring  under  similar  con- 

hsemorrhagic  disorder.  ditions,  from  whatever  organ  of  the  body  it 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  at  length  into  the  may  proceed, 

phsnomena  of  epistaxis.     The  main  phse-  This  plan  of  treatment  it  is  therefore  my 

nomenon  becomes  obvious  at  once  both  to  purpose  to  prove,  as  future  opportunity  may 

the  patient  and  to  those  around  him :  and  permit. 

the  accessory  and  incidental  circumstances  When  epistaxis  begim  to  iftiow  itself  in 

are  easily  discoverable  when  the  attention  is  advanced  life,  it  is  a  symptom  which  cannot 

aroused  to  them  by  the  sight  of  the  blood,  safely  be  neglected  :  for  it  indicates  that  the 

Usually  the  blood  flows  guttatim ;  in  a  sue-  veins  of  the  head  are  loaded.     It  implies  a 

cession  of  drops :  but  these  may  follow  each  morbid  condition  that  requires  to  be  re* 

other  BO  fast  as  to  constitute  a  Uttle  stream,  dressed.    You  wiU  look  for  disease  of  tiie 

Sometimes  a  few  drops  only  Ml ;  sometimes  heart — or  for  threatenings  of  apoplexy — and 

several  pints  are  lost.     A  moderate  hemor-  take  vour  measures  accordingly.  The  blood- 

rhage  of  this  kind  is  generally  succeeded  by  vessels  which  ramify  upon  and  beneath  ttue 

a  sense  of  relief  and  refreshment.     A  large  pituitary  membrane,   communicate  by  in- 

efllux  of  blood  may  cause  pallor,  faintness,  direct    inosculation    with    the    veins    and 

debility,  exhaustion,  even  death.  sinuses  of  the  skull,  as  well  as  with  tiie 

Active  idiopathic  epistaxis,  as  it  occurs  in  jugular  veins.     You  see,  therefore,  how  it 

children,  is  almost  always  salutary,  and  may  is  that  hsemorrhage  from  this  membrane 

be  left  to  work  its  own  cure.     When  it  runs  may  perform  the  office  of  a  safety-valve, 

into  excess,  or  is  too  often  repeated,  it  may  and  protect  ^e  important  organ  within  the 

be  checked  by  applying  cold  water  to  the  cranium  from  impending  misdii^. 

forehead  and  bridge  of  the  nose.  The  sudden  On  the  other  hand,  when  epistaxis,  which 

contact  of  some  cold  substance  with  a  distant  is  known  to  have  been  habitual,  fails  to  recop 

part  of  the  surface  of  the  body  will  oftei^  at  or  about  the  usual  periods,  you  wUl  look, 

have  the  effect  of  restraining  the  hsemorrhage :  with  a  jealous  care,  into  your  patient's  state, 

apparently  by  producing  a  general  and  sym-  and  watch  for  and  obviate  any  tendency  to 

pathetic  constriction  of  the  superficial  blood-  plethora  capitis. 

vessels.    This  is  doubtless  a  reflex  phseno-  When  epistaxis  forms  a  part  of  more 

menon.    The  nursery  remedy  is  to  slip  a  general  hemorrhagic  disease— as  when  it 

cold  key  down  the  child's  neck,  between  its  occurs  among  other  symptoms  of  purpura — 

back  and  its  clothes.    'Hie  aspersion  of  cold  its  treatment  merges  in  that  of  the  whole 

water  is  still  better.    Besides  these  external  malady. 

appliances,  cooling  laxatives  should  be  given :  In  any  case,  if  tilie  flow  of  blood  be  esces* 

and  if  the  bleeding  proves  obstinate,  some  sive,  and  cannot  be  restrained  by  the  ordinaiy 

astringent  internal  remedy  may  be  thought  remedies,  but  is  exhausting  the  patient's 

proper.      I  have,   m3rBelf,    hitherto  found  strength,  it  becomes  an  absolute  disease : 

none  so  efficacious  as  the  acetate  of  lead,  and  it  will  be  requisite  to  steundi  the  blood 

But  I  have  been  recently  informed  by  Dr.  by  manual  expediente. 

Latham  that  his  experience  has  led  him  to  These  consist  in  stopping  the  blee^Qg 

trust  much  to  mercury  in  the  management  orifices  mechanically ;  which  is  laost  efl^- 
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ttially  to  be  done  by  plugging  the  cavity.  A  different  sacoesaiTe  posttions/  to  be  imcon- 

dossU  of  lint  most  be  carefully  inserted  into  nected  with  the  larynx ;   and  they  do  not 

the  bleeding  nostril.     Its  mechanical  effect,  follow  its  np  and  down  moyements  when  the 

which  is  pressure,  may  be  chemically  aided  act  of  deglutition  is  performed, 

by  first  wetting  the  lint  with  a  saturated  It  is  of  importance  to  know,  also,  that 

solution  of  alum.    The  mode  of  intrododii^  the  gland  itself  is  subject  to  different  kinds 

these  plugs  it  is  the  bnsinesa  of  theimfgeon  of  enlargement.    It  may  swell  from  inflam- 

— and  not  mine — ^to  teach.  The  operation  is  mation,  chronic  or  acute :  and  then  it  will 

not  a  very  oomfoctaUe  Aoe  either  to  bear  or  be  hard,  and  tender,  and  painftd.     But  it 

to  perform*  does  not  seem  very  prone  to  inflame ;  and 

probably  Dr.  Copland  is  right  in  his  opinion 

Btottehoeele, — ^Before  we  trace  tiiis  mu-  that  inflammation  occurs  spontaneously  in 

cous  membrane   downwards,   throi^    the  this  organ  in  scrofulous  persons  only.   Baillie 

mouth,  to  the  inside  of  the  throat,  let  me  and  AUbert  speak  of  it  as  being  occasionally 

turn  your  attention  to  a  singular  disorder  the  seat  of  cancer ;  but  that  must  be  very 

which  may  be  deemed  external,  for  it  is  rare.      Sometimes   cartilaginous  or  ossliic 

scarcely  more  than  skin  deep :  I  mean  that  deposits  take  place  in  the  gland.      It  is 

enlarged  state  of  the  thyre5id  gland  to  which  necessary,  I  say,  to  be  aware  of  these  cxr- 

the  name  of  bronehoceJt  has  been  given,  cumstances,  and  to  distingmah  one  kind  of 

This  word  is  not  merely  derived  from  the  thyreoid  tumor  from  another :  for  some  of 

Greek,  but  was  used  by  the  Greek  writers  in  the  morbid  changes   just  referred  to  are 

the  same  sense  in  which  we  now  employ  it.  clearly  beyond  the  power  of  any  medicine  to 

In  Switzerland,  where  it  is  very  common,  remove ;  and  if  all  forms  of  enlargement  in- 

and  in  France,  the  complaint  is  called  ^ot/re.*  cidental  to  this  part  are  lumped  together 

a  corruption,  it  is  believed,  of  the  Latin  under  one  common  name  of  bronchooele,  we 

"guttur,"   the   throat.       It  is  known  ia  shall  be  liable  to  arrive  at  false  conclusions 

England  as  the  Derbyshire  neck,'  from  its  concerning  the  power  of  remedies  over  that 

frequent  occurrence  in  that  county.  disease. 

The  term  bronchocele  has  been  sometimes  Bronchocele  is  net,  in  ifeelf,  a  painful 

applied  indiscriminately  to  all  protuberances  disorder ;  nor  does  it  taint  the  system,  or 

or  swellings  in  front  of  the  ttiroat ;  or,  at  affect  the  constitution  in  any  way.     It  has 

any  rate,  to  all  enlargements  of  the  thyreoid  no  character  of  malignancy  about  it.     It  is 

gland ;   whereas  it  should  be  restricted  to  always,  however,  a  deformity ;  and,  by  its 

hypertrophy  of  that  part :  an  exaggeration  mechanical  effects,  that  is,  by  its  weight 

of  its  natural  structure,  with  augmentation  when  large,  and  by  the  pressure  it  exercises 

of  its  volume.    The  texture  of  the  gland  on  oontigoaiis  parts,  it  may  occasion  great 

becomes  coarser ;     its  blood-vessels  grow  distress,  and  suffering,  and  even  death  itself, 

larger  and  more  numerous ;  its  cells  are  Hie  size,  and  the  effects,  of  the  tumor  both 

magnified,   and  fiUed  with  a  thick,  viscid  vary  mudk  in  different  cases ;  but  its  ff|^. 

secretion.  It  usually  presents  a  soft,  smooth,  rioue  effects  are  not  always,  though  they  are 

dasijc  tumor,  which  is  neither  pahiful,  nor  generally,  in  proportion  to  its  buUk.     Some- 

teiMkr,  nor  discoloured.     The  lobes  of  the  times  there  is  no  more  than  a  slight  fulness 

jsland  become  more  obvious.   Sometimes  the  of  the  throat,  which  some  persons,  I  beUeve, 

whole  tumor  is  irregularly  lobulated :  some-  think  rather  gracefiil  than  otherwise.     Now 

times  the  exact  form  and  relative  proportions  and  then,  the  swelling,  after  its  first  com* 

of  the  gland  are  preserved,  each  lobe  and  mencement,  developes  itsdf  with  great  ra- 

portion    being    equally  increased    in   sixe.  pidity;  but  its  ordinary  progress  is  slow. 

Occasionally  tiiere  is  a  soft  umform  or  irre-  It  often  continues  for  months,  or  years, 

gular  swelling,  without  much  distinction  of  without  reaching  any  extreme  or  very  trou- 

parts.    Alibert  states  that  the  right  lobe  is  blesome  magnitude.    Sometimes  it  remaina 

more  frequently  enlarged  than  the  left.   Mr.  stationary  for  a  considerable  time,  and  then 

Rickwood  found  it  so  in  every  instance  of  suddenly  increases,  without  any  apparent 

bronchooele  that  came  under  his  notice  in  cause.    The  worst  effects  of  bronchooele  are 

the  neighbourhood  of  Horsham.  its  interference  with  the  circulation,  and  with 

Unless  the  tumor  be  very  large,  it  follows  respiration.    By  its  pressure  it  may  obstruct 

all  the  motions  of  the  larynx :  and  this  is  a  the  free  descent  of  the  Mood  through  the 

point  of  considerable  importance  whenever  vdns  of  the  neck,  and  give  rise  to  hei^Uu:he, 

the  diagnosis  is  at  all  doubtful.     It  is  just  giddiness,  noise  in  the  ears,  oonfosion  of 

possible  that  an  enlarged  lymphatic  gland,  thought,  and  a  turgid  condition  of  the  head 

or  an  encysted  tumor  in  the  neighbourhood  and  ftee.     Or,  by  pressing  upon  the  wind- 

of  the  larynx,  or  even  a  collection  of  pus  pipe,   it  may  cause  hoarseness,  whec«ing, 

thereabouts,  might,  in  some  degree,  embar-  and  dyspnoea.     It  may  even  impede  d^ln- 

rass  the  diagnosis.     But  swellings  of  this  tition      But  these  effects,   I  say,   do  noC 

accidental  kind  may  be  ascertained,  in  ge-  depend  altogether  on  the  actual  sise  of  the 

neral,  if  the  bead  and  neck  be  ipheed  in  tumor.    A  very  large  goitrl  may  prodnoe  no 
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otker  moonvenienoe  tham  what  resnlti  from  never  saw  a  case  in  whicli  the  disease  made 

its  weight  and  its  unseemly  appearance.    It  its  appearance  before  the  period  of  com* 

may  surronnd  all  the  front  and  sides  of  the  mendng  puberty.   In  Switzerland,  bowerer* 

neck  like  a  thick  eollari  and  rise  as  high  as  and  in  some  parts  of  India,  where  the  com* 

the  ears ;  or  it  maf  hang  down,  in  a  pendu-  plaint  is  much  more  prevalent  than  hen,  the 

loos  lump,  and  h4  supported  upon  the  chest,  proportion  of  males  affeeted  is  greater ;  and 

Nay,  the  tumor  ts  said  ta  descend,  in  some  it  begins,  often,  prior  to^  the  age  of  puberty, 

rare  instances,  so  low  as  to  be  in  contact  in  both  sexes.    It  seldom  shows  itself  earlier 

with  the  abdomen :  and  Alibert  mentions  than  the  age  of  eight  or  ten.    Dr.  EUxotsoa 

one  case  in  which  the  swelling  was  of  a  states,   indeed,   that   he  himself,   when  in 

tapering  cyliadrieal  shape,  and  reached  to  Switzerland,  saw  goitre  in  a  little  boy  only 

the  middle  of  the  thigh.  On  the  other  hand,  four  3rear8  old ;  and  the  natives  told  fann 

a  smaM  tumor,  not  bigger  than  one's  fist,  that  it  rarely  made  its  appearance  before  the 

especially  if  it  happens  to  occupy  the  central  age  of  six.     But  children  have  been  b9m 

portion,  or  what  is  called  the  isthmus,  of  the  goitrous.      M.   GodeUe,   physician  to    the 

gLind,  may  so  press  inwards  upon  the  trachea  hospital  at  Soissons,  had  a  preparation  of 

as*  materially  to  hinder  the  breathing,  and  the  body  of  an  infant,  which  only  lived  a  few 

even  to  thmten  suffocation,     A  pupil  now  hours,  and  which  came  into  the  world  with 

attending  the  hospital  has  informed  me  of  a  a  goitre ;  the  mother  being  afiected  with  the 

case,  which  he  himself  saw,  of  death  pro-  same  disease.     A  esse  is  mentioned  in  the 

duced  by  the  encroachment  of  a  bronchooele ;  London  Medical  Repository  of  a  child  bom 

not  so  much,  however,  from  suffocation  as  in  Derbyshire  with  bronchocele  of  considerm- 

from  starvation :  for  the  swelling  encircled  ble  size.    The  disease,  therefore,  undoubt- 

the  trachea,  and  came  at  last  to  press  so  edly  may  be  congenital:  and  one  of  the 

much  upon  the  woman's  (esophagus,  that  she  facts  I  have  just  mentioned  points  to  the 

could  not  get  food  into  her  stomach.   I  sup-  question  of  its  being  hereditary.     It  is  said 

pose  that  the  reason  of  these  differences  may  to  be  so;  and  there  is  much  probability  nt 

be  sometimes  found  in  the  manner  in  which  favour  of  that  opinion.     Children  bom  of 

the  tumor  grows,  and  in  its  relative  situa-  goitrous  parents  often  have  goitre.  But  that» 

tiona.     When  it  is  bound  down  by  the  mus-  you  will  say,  may  depend  upon  their  bein^ 

des  of  the  neck,  it  presses,  as  it  continues  to  in  the  same  place,  axiid  exposed  to  the  same 

enlarge,  upon  the  parts  behind  it.    When  it  causes,  whu^  produced  bronchooele  in  the 

is  not  so  confined,  the  skin  readily  yields,  mother  or  father.  Dr.  Crawford  states,  how- 

and  the  entire  growth  of  the  tumor  takes  ever,  that  he  knew  a  woman,  ^th  goitre, 

place  anteriorly.  whose  grand-mother,  father,  paternal  aunt. 

This  disesse  is  much  more  common  in  and  cousins,  also  had  it ;  although  they  did 

women  than  in  men.    Indeed  we  seldom  see  not  all  live  in  the  same  place,  and  no  other 

it,  in  this  country,  except  in  females.    Yet  person  in  their  respective  neighbouihoods 

I  happen  to  have  an  example  of  it  now  was  affected  by  the  disease. 
(December  1837)  in  a  male  among  my  pa-        However,  if  the  disease  be,  as  it  probably 

tients  in  the  hospital.  Dr.  Andrew  Crawford  is,  sometimes  hereditary,  in  the  sense  m 

states  that  forty-nine  cases  weie  admitted  which  I  formerly  explained  that  term,  there 

into  the  Hampshire  County  Hospital,  in  ten  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  often  acquired, 
years,   and    forty-eight    of   these  were  in        In  the  first  place,  bronchocele  is  m<fcmfl^«- 

women.    Of  seventy  patients  treated  in  the  prevalent  in  certain  locaHties,  and  scarcely 

Chichester  Infirmary  in  nine  years,  two  only  occurring  elsewhere.      And  persons  whoi, 

were  males,  and  they  were  boys  of  a  very  being  previously  well,  go  to  live  in  those 

feeble  and  feminine  habit,  and  backward  for  localities,  often  become  affected  with  the 

their  jean.    Among  one  hundred  and  six-  complaint :  and  persons  who  migrate  fiwm 

teen  patients  of  Dr.  Manson,  fifteen  were  those  localities,  having  the  complaint  upoa 

men.    Taking  an  average  from  these  three  them,  sometimes  get  rid  of  it  by  the  mere 

lists,  we  have  one  male  for  twelve  females,  change  of  residence.    The  physiial  circam- 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  fiishion  of  stances  of  the  places  thus  selected  by  the 

dress  renders  k  small  brondiocele  much  more  disease  have  been  studied  with  the  natural 

noticeable,  much  less  easily  concealed;  in  hope  of  discovering  what  the  cause  may  be 

women  than  in  men.    In  the  former  the  of  an  effect  so  singular.      Some  morbific 

swelling  has  been  known  to  come  on,  or  at  quality  of  the  air  was  long  suspected.    The 

any  rate  to  increase  rapidly,  during  their  habitats  of  the  unknown  cause  of  broncho^ 

confinement  in  child-bed :  and  it  is  fre-  cele  appeared  at  first  sight  to  be  very  much 

quently  observed  to  undergo  a  temporary  like  those  of  the  malaria.    Goitre  abounds  in 

enlaigement  at  the  menstrual  period.     Dr.  the  hollows  of  many  mountainous  districts  ; 

Coplimd  has  seldom  met  with  an  instance  In  among  the  Alps,  for  example,  and  in  the 

the  female,  unconnected  with,  some  kind  of  Pyrenees.    This  was  notorious  to  the  an« 

irregularity  in  the  catamenial  dischaiig;e,  or  cients.    Juvenal  asks — 
disorder  of  the  uterine  functions;  and  he        QuistumldumgutturmiraturinAlpibos? 
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And  it  U  in  the  deepj  close,  and  humid  val-  to  «hew  that  the  prevalence  of  bronchooete 
lies  of  Switzerland,  which  lie  at  the  feet  of,  does  not  depend  on  any  particular  confignra- 
and  between,  high  moontains,  that  bron-  tSon  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  nor  on  any 
chochele  is  most  common.  Several  writers,  peculiar  condition  of  the  atmosphere.  He 
who  have  personally  investigated  this  subject  tells  us  that  in  South  America  bronchoode  is 
in  places  where  goitre  is  rife,  concur  in  the  met  with,  both  in  the  upper  and  in  the  lowinr 
belief  that  it  depends  upon  insalubrity  of  the  course  of  the  Magdalen  river;  and  in  the 
air,  arising  from  the  peculiarities  of  the  flat  high  country  of  Bogota,  6000  feet  above 
situation.  They  affirm  that  it  is  most  fre-  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  first  of  these  regions 
quent  in  low,  damp,  confined  situations,  is  a  tliick  forest ;  while  the  seoomd  and  third 
where  the  stagnant  atmosphere  is  seldom  present  asoildeatituteof  vegetation.  The  first 
stirred  by  wholesome  breezes  ;  and  where  and  third  are  exceedingly  damp :  the  second 
the  8un«  in  summer,  has  great  power.  Dr.  peculiarly  dry.  In  the  first  the  air  is  stag- 
James  Johnson  remarks,  "  We  find  in  the  nant ;  in  the  second  and  third  the  winds  are 
Valais  (one  of  the  Swiss  Cantons)  and  impetuous.  In  the  first  two  the  &enno- 
in  the  lower  gorges  or  ravines  that  open  on  meter  keeps  up  all  the  year  at  22  or  23  de- 
its  sides,  both  cretinism  and  bronchocele  in  grees  of  the  centigrade  scale  :  in  the  third  it 
the  most  intense  degrees.  As  we  ascend  the  ranges  between  4  degrees  and  17. 
neighbouring  mountains,  cretinism  disap-  The  researches  of  Mr.  M'Clelland,  in 
pears,  and  goitre  only  is  observed.  And  India,  lead  to  the  same  conclusion.  He 
when  we  get  to  a  certain  altitude,  both  ma-  found  goitre  extremely  frequent  in  one  por- 
ladies  vanish.''  Dr.  Reeve,  again,  states  tion  of  the  district  which  he  surveyed,  while 
that  "  all  the  cretins  he  saw  were  in  adjoining  the  other  portion  was  almost  exempt  from 
houses  in  the  little  village  called  La  Batia,  the  complaint,  **  although  an  equality  of 
eitaated  in  a  narrow  comer  of  the  valley,  moral  as  well  as  physical  circumstances  ap- 
Ihe  houses  being  built  up  under  ledges  of  the  peared  to  affect  the  whole.  The  external 
rocks,  and  all  of  them  very  filthy,  very  close,  alpine  characters  of  tiie  province  are  the 
very  hot  and  miserable  habitations.  In  same  in  every  part,  the  inhabitantsallbelongto 
villages  situated  higher  up  the  mountains,  no  the  same  tribes  of  Hindoos,  and  are  subject 
cretins  are  to  be  seen."  to  fewer  irregularities  in  their  mode  of  life 

Cretinism, — ^The  cretinism  mentioned  in  than  any  other  people  in  the  world." 
these  quotations  is  a  strange  and  melancholy  The  different  localities  of  the  Tittages,  in 
disease  :  a  sort  of  idiotcy,  accompanied  by  the  portion  ^ere  goitre  was  not  prevalent, 
(and  doubtless  dependent  upon)  deformi^  he  describes  as  being  as  diverse  as  can  well  be 
and  imperfection  of  the  bodily  organs.  The  imagined.  '*  Some  are  erected  on  narrow 
mental  affection  exists  in '  all  degrees,  from  ridges,  others  in  deep  vallies,  surrounded  by 
mere  obtuseness  of  thought  and  purpose,  to  the  abrupt  and  lofty  mountains ;  others  on  rug- 
complete  obliteration  of  intelligence.  Many  ged  declirities  between  lofty  peaks  on  one 
of  the  cretins  are  incapable  of  articulate  side,  and  dark  ravines  on  the  other,  into 
speech ;  some  are  blind,  some  deaf,  and  some  of  which  the  sun  can  scarcely  pene- 
others  labour  under  all  these  privations,  trate.  The  different  altitudes  of  these  vil- 
They  are  mostly  dwarfish  in  stature,  with  lages  vary  from  2000  to  6000  feet." 
large  heads,  wide  vacant  features,  and  goggle  Facts  of  this  kind  have  turned  the  atten- 
eyes,  short  crooked  limbs,  flabby  muscles,  tion  of  scientific  inquirers  towards  the  only 
and  tumid  bellies.  The  worst  of  them  are  other  obvious  source  to  which  the  disorder 
insensible  to  the  decencies  of  nature,  and  could,  with  probability,  be  attributed :  viz. 
obey,  without  shame  or  restraint,  every  the  quality  of  the  water  used  for  drinking, 
animal  impulse.  In  no  other  class  of  mor-  Wherevor  goitre  prevails,  the  popular  belief 
tals  is  the  impress  of  humanity  so  pitiably  assigns  it  to  the  water,  as  a  cause :  and  the 
defaced.  more  accurately  the  search  is  prosecuted, 

More  recent  and  extensive  observation  of  the  more  strength  and  likelihood  does  this 

the  localities  infested  by  goitre  have  rendered  supposition  acquire.     Its  very  universality 

it  improbable  that  the  disease  derives  its  ori-  is  a  presumption  in  its  favour.    Tie  disease 

gin  from  any  deleterious  properties  of  the  was  formerly  ascribed  to  the  use  of  snow 

air.     Certainly  it  is  not  owing  to  any  thing  water  :  a  notion  which  originated,  I  imagine, 

that  is  common  to  all  mountainous  countriest  in  its  frequent  occurrence  in  alpine  r^ons. 

Some  parts  of  Switzerland  are  free  from  it.  But  the  people  in  almost  all  tiie  valleys  of 

So  are  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.     It  is  Switzerland  drink  the  water  that  comes  from 

met  with  also  in  flat  situations — as  in  Norfolk,  the  Glaciers ;  while  bronchocele  is  known  in 

I  have  seen  several  cases  of  it  in  Cambridge-  some  of  the  valleys  only.  ,  It  prevails  also 

shire,  which  is  a  very  flat  country.     In  one  in  certain  spots  where  pump  water  is  used, 

village  in  particular,  about  five  miles  from  and  there  the  people  accuse  ibepump  water 

Cambridge,  it  is  extremely  common.     There  of  producing  it.     Besides,   goitre  occurs  in 

are  some  striking  facts  collected  by  the  cele-  other  countries,  where  the  snow  never  lies, 

brated  and  philosophic  Humboldt,  which  go  as  in   Derbyshire ;  and  even  in   Sumatra, 
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wfaere  there  is  no  snow.  Dr.  Belly,  a  natiTe  is  to  mix  the  carbonate  of  ai  alkali  with  tke 
of  a  goitrous  district  in  Switxerland,  be-  water ;  in  the  other  yon  rimplT  boil  it.  Nov 
lieves  that  bronchocele  is  caused  by  certain  the  wdl  water  in  and  about  rJottinghm  k 
Ufoters,  which  issoe  from  the  hollows  of  more  or  less  hard,  and  unfit  for  the  porpose 
xodu,  trickle  along  crevices  of  the  moun-  of  washing.  Dr.  Coindet,  of  Gcnm,  de- 
tains, or  rise  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  dares  that  the  use  of  hard  or  pump  witer  is 
And  in  support  of  that  opinion  he  refers  to  the  lower  streets  of  that  town  brings  on  Ike 
some  fountains  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  goitre  Tcry  speedily.  At  Chises,  on  tk 
the  drinking  of  the  waters  of  wluch  will  pro-  Arve,  numerous  cretins  and  goitrous  penou 
duoe,  or  augment  goitrous  swellings,  in  eight  are  seen  in  the  streets :  lo^  cliffs  of  lime- 
or  ten  days.  Such  of  the  inhabitanU  as  avoid  stone  tower  over  the  town,  and  throqgfa  its 
these  waters  are  free,  he  says,  from*  goitre  or  caverns  copious  stresms  of  water  find  a  pas- 
cretinism.  In  Captain  Franklin's  narrative  sage.  The  soil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  E4- 
c^  his  expedition  to  the  shores  of  the  Polar  monton  was  found  by  Dr.  Richardson  to  he 
sea,  there  is  the  following  statement,  made  calcareous, andtooontainnumerousfrapBOtfs 
by  his  fellow  traveller  Dr.  Richardson : —  of  magnesian  limestone.  In  a  Trtaiiit  oa 
"  Brondiocele  or  goitre  is  a  common  disorder  EnffUskSnmeAoceU,  very  recently  published, 
at  Edmonton.  I  ^xyw^'ifd  several  of  the  Dr.  Inglis  states  his  belief  that  the  piesenoe  of 
inhabitants  afflicted  with  it,  and  endeavoured  magneaian  limestone  always  implies  theco-ex- 
to  obtain  every  information  on  the  subject  btenoeofthediseese.  "Take(hesays}thatridge 
from  the  most  authentic  sources.  The  fol-  of  magnesian  limestone  ronniog  from  noi^ 
lowing  facts  may  be  depended  upon : — ^The  to  south  through  the  centre  of  Yofkibire, 
disorder  attacks  those  only  who  drink  from  and  ma])s;ining  the  shires  of  Derby  and  NoC- 
the  trc/er  of  the  (Saskatchanan)  river.  It  tingham.  All  along  that  line  we  have  goitre 
is  indeed,  in  its  worst  state,  confined  almost  to  a  very  great  extent ;  whereas,  on  our  4i- 
entirely  to  the  half-breed  women  and  chil-  verging  to  either  side,  the  disnaif  is  tomd 
dren  who  reside  constantly  at  the  fort,  and  to  diminish." 

make  use  of  river  water,  drawn,  in  winter,  lliese  scattered  indications  that  the  hutlU 

through  a  hole  made  in  the  ice.    The  men,  quality  of  the  waterb  somehow  derived  fitxa 

from  being  often  from  home  on  their  joumies  its  contact  with  limestone  rocks,  recrife  a 

through  the  plain,  where  their  drink  is  sMe//e^  powerful  corroboration  from  the  result  of 

tmow,  are  len  affected  :  and  if  any  of  Aem  Mr.  M'Clelland's  minute  and  vahahfe  in- 

exhibit  during  the  winter  some  Indpipnt  quiries,  whidi  were  carried  on  in  the  provinee 

symptoms  of  Sie  complaint,  the  annual  sum*  of  Kemaon,  south  of  the  Himalayan  moon- 

mer  voyage  to  the  sea-coast  generally  effects  tains.     I  have  not  been  able  to  obtsin  hii 

a  cure.    The  natives,  who  confine  tbonsdves  book ;  what  I  am  akwut  to  tell  you  I  take 

to  tnaw  water  in  the  winter,  and  drink  of  fhmi  a  fbll  and  instractive  notice  of  it  in  tbe 

the  small  rivulets  which  flow  through  tbe  fifteenth  number  of  the  BritUk  wnd  Fbretf 

plains  in  the  summer,  are  exempt  from  at-  Medieci  Review.    Mr.  M'CkUand  findhv 

tacks  of  this  disease.     A  residence  of  a  single  goitre  very  abundant  (as  I  n>entiooed  before) 

year  at  Edmonton  is  suffident  to  render  a  in  one  great  section  of  a  district,  snd  ahnoit 

family  bronchooelous.     Many  of  the  goitres  entirely  absent  from  another   section,  ael 

acquire  great  rise.    Burnt  sponge  has  been  himself  to  find  out  in  what  other  particulan 

tried,  and  found  to  remove  the  disease ;  but  these  sections  were  distinguished  from  each 

an  exposure  to  the  same  cauM  immediately  other.     And  he  ascertained  that  they  B|ieed 

reproduces  it.     A  great  proportion  of  the  perfectly  in  external  aspect,  altitude,  aod 

children  of  the  women  who  have  goitres  are  climatology,  but  differed  remarkably  in  their 

bom  idiots,  with  large  heads,  and  the  other  geognostic  relations  :  "  and  this  distiactioa 

distinguishing  marks  of  cretins.      I  could  was  even  traced  down  to  the  very  vilb^  in 

not  learn  whether  it  was  necessary  that  both  whidi  the  disease  is  fbund,  with  such  pcffotf 

parents  should  have  goitres  to  produce  cretin  nicety,  as  to  enable  one  sJmost  to  predict  I 

children.''  priori^  on  rramining  the  rocks  of  a  nei^- 

We  are  able  to  go  even  a  step  fiulber,  and  bourhood,  whether  the  inhabitsntsaresffected 

to  announce  a  probable  conjecture  as  to  the  with  goitre  or  not." 

specific    quality    of   the    suspected  water.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  yoa 

Bronchocele  is  very  prevalent  in  Nottingham  even  an  abstract  of  Mr.  M'Cldlsnd's  an- 

and  its  neighbourhood ;  and  the  vulgar  there  merous  observations ;  but  I  sdect  ooeortwo 

ascribe  it  (so  Dr.  Manson  informs  us)  to  striking  ini^oes  in  fkvonr  pf  his  opinioo 

the  kardneu  of  the  water.    You  know  that  that  the  endemk  prevalence  of  goitre  is  ooo- 

the  rough  practical  distinction  between  soft  nected  witt  the  use  of  water Imprefa^ 

and  hard  water  is  that  the  former  digtohee  with  calcareous  salts, 

soap,  while  the  latter  decompoete  it.    The  One  extremity  of  the  long  villsge  Deots, 

hardness  is  generally  occasioned  by  the  pre-  which  occupies  hatf  a  mile  of  the  foot  of 

*  Qcc  either  of  eulpkaie  qfUme,  or  of  curho^  Durge  mountain,  b  inhabited  by  Brabodas : 

uQte  qflime.     In  the  one  case  the  remedy  the  other  by  R^poots  and  Domes.    Of  tbe 
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first  caste  there  are  about  twenty  persontf  all  copper  mine  in  limestone,  and  wUch  oon- 

of  whom   are  free  from  goitre.    There  are  tains  carbonate  of  lime,  and  of  soda,  but  no 

forty  of  the  second,  and  two-thirds  are  af-  aulphate. 

fected,  more  or  less.    .Of  the  third  caste,  Mr.  M'Clelland  affirms  that  in  the  course 

forty-six  in  number,  nearly  the  whole  are  of  his  personal   inquiries,   which  extended 

goitrous.     *'To  what  cause  can  we  ascribe  over  1000  square  mOes,  and  which  were  pro- 

thc  immunity  of  one  caste  of  the  inhabitants  secuted  without  regard  to  any  theory,  no 

of  tiiis  vQIage,  and  the  almost  universal  affec-  instance  occurred  in  which  goitre  prerailed 

tion  of  the  other  two  castes  ?     They  are  all  to  any  extent  where  the  Tiliagea  were  not 

alike  well  fed,  and  hare  little  toil ;  their  land  situated  on  or  close  to  limestone  rocks. 

producing  the  requisites  of  life  almost  without     . ■ 

labour.     Diiierenoe  of  caste  does  not  here  ON 

imi^y  a  difference  of  pecuniary  circumstances ,  _ 

and  consequently  cTthe  ^Jmforts  of  life.  SOME  POINTS  IN  THE  PATHOLOGY 

In  these  respects  the  three  castes  in  this  tU-  OP  THE  CIRCULATION. 

Use  are  on  perfert  equality     Nor  will  here-  BtCharlbs  J.B.  Williams,  M.D.F.R.S. 

ditary  predispositiou  acquired  by  mtermar-  «.          ^^i.   *^  .i  ,        ^  «_  *•     ^ 

n«<M>i«  ko  onM^s^nf  ♦**  <i«»i.;m  *k/ :..*^.^f :»»  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 

nages  be  suffic^nt  to  exphun  the  mterestmg  Medicine,  University  College,  London, 

fact :  for  the  affected  parties  are  confined  to  ^  . 

the  Riypoots  and  Domes,  who  cannot  inter-  '°*»»^  '*•  wuhatance  qf  the  GuMoman 

marry,  while  the   Brahmins  and   Rajpoote  Lecturer  for  1841. 

may.    The  village  is  raised  about  100  feet  [Continued  firom  p.  64a.] 

above  the  level  of  the  valley  ;  and  the  moun-  ^_^ 

tain  at  the  foot  of  which  it  is  situated,  rises  _                             .      ,                .                . 

with  a  gentle  slope,  and  is  not,  in  this  vici-  Inflammation  is  the  most  important 

nity,  at  all  rugged.     It  is  chiefly  composed  ©^  morbid  processes,  because  the  most 

of  transition  limestone,  and  the  village  is  frecj^uent  of  those  which  are  quite  pe- 

erected  on  a  conglomerated  rock,  composed  cidiar  to  disease.     It  is  also  more  com- 

of  calcareous  tuff,  inclosing  fragments  of  plicated    than    either    congestion    or 

other  rooks.    There  is  a  spring  in  the  valley,  determination  of  blood,  and  its  ends 

about  100  yards  fi-om  the  village,  bearing  on  and  results  are  more  varied.     It  is  at 

its  first  appearsnoe  the  character  of  a  mineral  once   the   process   of  destruction  aitd 

spring.    The  water  bursts  ftwrth  with  strong  construction,  of  decay  and  reparation, 

ebullition,  in  the  quanti^  of  at  least  forty  of  separation  and  union,  of  exaltation 

gallons  in  a  mmute,  and  aggluthiates  «he  and  abolition  of  the  vital  properties. 


sive;  attacking  parts,  and  protecting 


of  this  village,  aware  perhaps  of  the  noxious  JT^ '  a^wcxiug  pwrs,   ana  provecang 

cffectsof  the  spring,  lid  an  aqueduct  formed,  ^^^'  andpressingmtoits  service  all  the 

by  which  water  is  conveyed  into  the  Brahmin  ▼«n<>«8  functions  and  properties  m  the 

portion  of  the  village  from  a  distant  source.  ^®^*  ^^   disturbance,    demolition,   or 

The  aqueduct  havmg  been  suffered  to  get  restitution  to  which  it  tends, 

out  of  repair,  the  quantity  of  water  it  trans-  Now  with  such  diversified  and  op- 

mits  is  reserved  exclusively  fi>r  the  Brah-  posite  results,   who  can  wonder  that 

mine ;  except  daring  the  rainy  season,  when,  inflammation  should  be  a  very  eomplex 

the  water  being  plentiftd,  the  RajpooU  alio  process,  or  that  its  pathology  should 

uae  that  of  the  aqueduct ;  but  the  Domes  doubly  partake  of  the  obscurities  hang- 

Uve  no  aternative  at  any  season  but  to  use  ing  about  the  physiology  of  the  parts 

thewater  firom  the  spnng."  concerned P     To  give  even  an  abstract 

The  vaUey  of  Banbice  u  elevated  4000  of  the  observations  and  opinions  of 

feet  above  the  sea.    Its  eastern  extremity  is  ^t^rs  on  this  subject  would  far  ex- 

^Sn'fn.^^/T^^^  <^eed  the  limits  allotted  to  these  lee- 

contaimng  152  mhabitants,  there  is  not  one  *,,--»„       t   «li.n   «1i^«<>a.«^    *.•.!-   -♦-*« 

goitre.    The  other  extremity  of  the  vaUey  is  S!!    ,  L-           therefore    only   state 

partly  composed  of  limestone ;  and  of  192  ^T  i^?#  ^'""^  "^H'^*"  ^^  ^^'^ 

inhabitants,  distributed  m  six  viUages,  70  *>"«»««  ^7  ♦««  concurrent  testimony  of 

are  aSbcted  with  goitre :  but  Ducygong,  one  ohservers,  or  which  I  have  confirmed 

of  these  villages,  supplied  with  water  horn  ^J  ^Y  ^^^  examinations.     We  shall 

clayslate,  has  not  a  single  case  of  the  disease ;  ^"^^  proceed  to  consider  how  far  these 

while  Ager,  only  half  a  mile  distant,  and  ^^^  niay  be  explained  by  reference  to 

containing  50  inhabitants,  has  no  less  than  known  physical  and  yital  properties. 

40 ;  and  of  that  number  20  are  cretins.  The  simplest  causes  of  inflammation 

They  use  the  water  that  issues  firom  an  old  arc  irritants,  which  have  been  divided 
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into  the  chemical,   mechanical,    and  same  manner  in  hoth  anns  of  a  patient, 

▼ital.    It  is  better  to  exclude  the  che-  much  the  greatest  quantity  or  blood 

xnical  irritants,  as  in  their  operation  it  flowed  from  the  arm  the  hand  of  which 

is  difficult  to  dLstinguish  between  their  was  inflamed. 

mere  chemical  efiects  on  the  tissues  What,  then,  is  inflammation  more 
and  fluids,  and  their  eflects  on  the  vital  than  determination  of  blood,  in  which 
properties  of  these  parts.  If  we  exa-  there  is  an  increased  flow  as  well  as 
mine  the  first  effect  of  a  mechanical  quantity  ?  Inflammation  includes  de- 
irritant,  as  a  thorn ;  or  of  a  vital  irri-  termination  of  blood.  It  has  been  ob- 
tant,  as  a  erain  of  capsicum  or  can-  served  by  Gendrin,  and  well  insisted 
tharis,  on  a  living  tissue,  we  shall  find  on  by  my  colleague,  Professor  Cooper, 
that  it  is  on  the  sensitive  nerves,  cans-  the  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an 
in^  itching,  uneasiness,  or  pain.  Is  inflamed  part  are  the  channels  of  an 
this  a  preliminary  essential  to  inflam-  increased  flow ;  and  I  would  add, 
mation  ?  Certainly  not ;  for  we  find  there  is  also  an  increased  flow  towards 
that  inflammation  mav  be  induced  in  the  whole  inflamed  part ;  determins- 
parts  that  have  lost  all  sensation,  whe-  tion  of  blood  around  it  and  to  it.  But 
ther  by  disease,  or  in  animals  by  divid-  this  is  not  all.  The  tension  and  swell- 
ing the  nerves.  I  exclude  the  consi-  ing  indicate  accumulation  in  the  part ; 
deration  of  the  organic  or  ganglionic  and  altered  products  shew  something 
nerves  (supposed  by  some  to  oe  mainly  more  than  merely  increased  action, 
concerned  m  all  vital  processes),  not  The  microscope  has  supplied  much 
because  I  deny  their  influence,  but  be-  of  the  desired  information.  The  re- 
cause  this  influence  has  not  been  posi-  searches  of  Thomson,  Hastings,  Kalten- 
tively  established ;  and  if  it  exist,  it  is  brunner,  Gendrin,  and  Marshall  Hall, 
not  separate  from  the  properties  of  the  clearly  establish  the  fact  that  there  is 
tissues  themselves.  So  too  we  know  that  more  or  less  obstruction  to  the  passage 
many  inflammations  are  latent,  with-  of  the  blood  through  the  vessel  most 
out  pain  or  other  sensation  at  their  inflamed.  Hence  in  these  vessels  the 
commencement ;  these  commonly  arise  blood  is  seen  to  move  more  slowly,  and 
from  defective  secretion,  or  other  causes  gradually  accumulating,  to  make  the 
of  congestion,  and  not  from  direct  irri-  vessels  larger  and  more  tortuous.  As 
tation :  and  where  pain  is  present,  it  the  motion  diminishes,  it  becomes 
bears  little  proportion  to  the  degree  of  oscillatory  rather  than  progressive 
the  inflammation.  TKaltenbrunner)  ;  the  blood  becomes 
We  are  thus  led  to  plaos  the  first  darker,  and,  at  last,  stagnates,  the 
seat,  as  well  as  the  process  of  in  flam-  particles  losing  their  shape,  (he  senun 
mation,  in  the  vessels  themselves,  and  some  of  the  colourless  globules 
What  is  the  condition  of  these  vessels  ?  being  eflused  beyond  the  vessels 
That  they  are  greatly  enlarged  is  ob-  (Gendrin). 

vious  from  the  redness.    Wherein  then        The  chief  point,  then,  in  which  in- 

does  it  difier  from  congestion,  in  which  flammation  diflers  from  determination 

also  the  vessels  are  enlarged  ?    Not  of  blood,  is  in  the  obstruction  of  some 

only  in  the  accompanjdng  and  result-  of  the  vessels.     This  answers  to  our 

ing  phenomena,  the  increased    heat,  de^nition,  too  much  blood  in  a  part  j  ike 

sensibility,  exalted  and  altered  func-  motion  qf  that  blood  being  in  some  parU 

tions  of  the  part,  &c.  but  also  in  the  increased,  in  others  diminished, 
ascertained  state  of  the  vessels  them-        But  what  is  the  cause  of  the  obstruc- 

selves.    The  flow  of  blood  to  and  from  tion  P     Certainly  not  spasm,  or  con- 

an  inflamed  part  is  positively  increased,  traction  of  any  kind,  for  the  vessels  are 

That  there  is  increased  flow  to   the  dilated.    The  difficulty  of  accounting 

part  is  obvious  from  the  enlargement  for  obstruction  through  dilated  vessels 

and  increased  throbbing  of  the  arteries  has  been  a  leading  argument  used  by 

leading  to  it;  a  fact  familiar  in  inflam-  those    who    maintain    that    capillary 

mations  of  limbs,  and  established  by  circulation  and  its   varieties    depend 

measurement  in  the  experiments  of  Dr.  mainly  on  certain  vital  attractions  and 

Alison.     That  the  flow  from  an  in-  repulsions  between  the  vessels  and  the 

flamed  part  is  increased  is  proved  by  blood.     But,  as  in  the  healthy  circula- 

the  well-known   exijeriment   of   Mr.  tion,  so  in  diseased,  we  should  be  slow 

Lawrence,  in  which  venesection  being  to  assume  the  existence  of  any  new 

performed  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  powers,  until  we  are  assured  that  those 
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already  known  are  insufficient.     The  coils,  avoiding    angles  and  crossings, 

only  adequate  explanation  of  the  cause  which  might  obliterate  the  canal.  The 

of  obstruction  in  inflamed  capillaries,  discharging    end  of   both  tubes  was 

is  that  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall.    He  sup-  raised  to  the  same  height  of  three  or 

poses  that  it  is  caused  by  the  adhesion  four  inches ;  that  of  the  intestine  being 

of  the  blood  globules  to  the  sides  of  the  kept  open  by  a  short  tube  of  metal, 

vessels ;  and  this  adhesion  he  ascribes  The  tubes  were  then  both  filled  by 

to  the  direct  influence  of  the  irritant  successive  strokes  of  the  piston ;  and 

or  inflaming  cause  on  the  interior  of  when  the^^  both  began  to  discharge, 

the  vessels.    That  something  like  this  the  quantity  received  from  each  in  a 

is  a  chief  cause  of  the  obstruction,  and  givennumberof  strokes  was  ascertained, 

particularly  of  its    continuance,  will  Without  entering  into  details,  it  may  be 

appear  in  the  sequel ;    but  there  is  stated  that  from  two  to  five  times  the 

another  cause,  more  purely  physic^,  quantity  ofwaterwasdischarged  by  the 

which  also  co-operates.  small  metal  tube  more  than  by   the 

In  speaking  of  determination  of  the  longer  and  larger  membranous  tube ; 
blood,  1  had  occasion  to  mention  that  the  difference  being  greatest  when  the 
the  force  of  a  palpitating  heart  is  some-  strokes  of  the  piston  were  most  forcible 
times  so  expended  on  an  aorta  tem-  and  sudden,  although  the  syringe  end 
porarily  dilated,  that  the  pulse  at  the  of  the  intestine  was  much  swelled  at 
wrist  is  scarcely  to  be  felt.  These  and  each  stroke.  The  difference  was  also 
analogous  facts  prove  that  the  propul-  much  increased  by  raising  the  dis- 
sive  power  of  tne  heart  is  not  pro-  charging  ends  higher ;  and  when  both 
portioned  to  the  violence  of  its  contrac-  were  raised  eight  or  ten  inches  the  gut 
tions,  even  when  these  distend  a  con-  ceased  to  discharge ;  each  stroke  only 
siderablc  portion  of  the  aorta ;  but  raising  the  column  of  water  in  it ;  but 
rather  to  a  due  relation  between  these  this  subsiding  again  by  discharging 
contractions,  and  the  size  and  elasticity  itself  backwards  through  the  metal 
of  the  arterial  tubes.  During  the  tube  without  rising  high  enough  to 
palpitation,  much  of  the  force  of  the  overflow.  On  increasing  the  force  of 
neart  is  lost,  and  much  is  engrossed  by  the  stroke,  the  part  of  intestine  nearest 
the  branches  nearest  to  the  organ,  to  the  syringe  burst, 
whilst  little  reaches  distant  arteries.  The  experiment  was  repeate^I  with  a 
A  changed  condition  of  other  parts  of  metal  tube  two  feet  eight  inches  long, 
the  vascular  system  may  cause  a  like  with  a  bore  three-eighths  of  an  inch,  and 
unequal  distribution  of  force.  The  ten  feet  six  inches  of  dogs'  intestine, 
natural  proportion  and  elasticity  of  the  diameter  of  which  when  distended 
terminal  arteries  and  capillaries  best  was  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch, 
adapts  them  for  transmitting  the  mov-  The  quantity  of  water  passing  by  the 
ing  blood.  If  they  become  dilated,  intestine  varied  from  one-tenth  to  one- 
tortuous,  inelastic,  they  obstruct  the  fifth  of  that  passed  by  the  smaller 
passage  of  the  blood,  which  therefore  metal  tube. 

moves  but  slowly,  or  stapiates,  whilst  The  experiment  was  repeated  with 

the  main  current  passes  By  other  arias-  equal  lengths  (two  feet  eight  inches)  of 

tomosing  channels.  tube  and  intestine.    This  reduced  the 

As  the  physical  principle,  of  which  difference  to  as  three  to  one  in  favour 

this  is  an  exemplification,  is  not  suffi-  of  the  narrow  metal  tubes, 

ciently  recognized,  I  vnU  relate  some  Although  the  differences  between  the 

expenments  which  show  how  much  tubes  used  in  these  experiments   are 

more  readily  fluids  arc  propelled  through  much  greater  than  those  between  jn- 

small  rigid  tubes  than  through  those  flamed  and  healthjr  vessels,  yet  they 

which  are  large  and  inelastic.  are  the  same  in  kind,  and  prove  the 

To  one  of  Read's  enema  syringes  was  general    fact   that  the  propulsion  of 

adapted  a  tube  with  two  arms ;  to  one  liquids  through  vessels  is  proportioned 

arm  was  attached  a  brass  tube  two  feet  not  to  the  propelling  force  nor  to  the 

long,  having  several  right  angles  in  its  size  of  the  vessel,  but  to  a  due  relation 

course ;  to  the  other  arm  was  tied  a  between  these,  and  especially  to  a  due 

portion  of  rabbits*  intestine,  four  feet  tone  or  resistance  of  the  wtdls  of  the 

long,  of  caliber,  when  distended  with  vessels. 

water,  double  that  of  the  brass  tube.  Let  us  review  the  modifications  of 

The  intestine  was  laid  in  cturves  and  the  cajMllary  circulation   in  relation 
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to  this  principle.  In  determination  of  motionless  layer  through  the  micros- 
blood  the  arteries  are  enlarged,  and  so  cope  of  my  friend  Mr.  Toynbce,  and  he 
are  the  capillaries  in  due  proportion :  then  remarked  that  they  were  all  round, 
the  circulation  is  therefore  equally  in-  and  not  elliptical.  This  remark  I  have 
creased.  In  congestion  the  capillaries  subseijuently  verified  in  numerous  cxa^ 
are  enlarged  wimout  any  increase  in  minations.  The  particles  fLced  in  the 
the  arteries :  the  motion  is  therefore  motionless  layer,  and  those  that  roll 
impaired ;  but  still,  being  gentle,  it  dif-  slowly  along  it,  arc  spheroidal  or  lenticu- 
fuses  itself  through  the  mass,  which  lar,  varying  in  size,  but  all  considerably 
moves  slowly.  But  if  to  congested  ve&-  smaller  than  the  elliptical  blood  disks 
sels  you  let  in  the  force  of  enlarged  which  move  in  the  axis  of  the  vessels.  I 
arteries,  or  if  to  determination  of  blood  have  never  seen  a  solitary  elliptical  disk 
((enlarged  arteries)  an  atonic  distension  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel;  and 
of  the  capillaries  be  added,  then  the  whenever  one  is  arrested  in  its  coone,  it 
propulsive  power  will  be  impaired ;  is  from  its  becoming  hitched  by  one  or 
the  blood  will  pulsate  or  oscillate  in  more  of  the  round  globules.  The  round 
the  distended  vessels  rather  than  pass  globules,  on  the  other  hand,  arc  often 
through  them ;  and  the  main  current  seen  either  moving  slowly  on  the  cir- 
will  pass  by  collateral  anastomosing  cumfercnce  of  the  vessel,  or  fixed  to  its 
channels,  which  become  the  seat  of  walls*. 

simple  determination  or  increased  flow.  But  what  appeared  to  me  most  re- 

This  is  just  the  state  of  thin^^  in  the  markable,  with  regard  to  these  smaller 

incipient  stage  of  inflammation,  and  ^obules,  was  the  great  difference  in 

if  either  the  capillaries  do  not  speedily  tneir  number  under  different  circum- 

recover  their  tone,  or  the  arteries  do  stances.    In  young  fro^,  and  in  those 

not  contract,  the  blood  in  parts  becomes  much  subjected  to  experiment,  they  are 

stagnant,  and  coagulates ;  first  in  the  always  present :  but  in  healthy  adult 

venous  i>ortion  of  the  capillaries,  and  fros^,  placed  under  the  microscope  with 

the  obstruction  is  confirmed.    The  ar-  as  Tittle  handling  of  the  web  as  possi- 

terial  portions  of  the  obstructed  capil-  ble,  there  were  few  or  none  to  be  seen, 

laries  still  remain  exposed  to  a  pulsa-  I  have  watched  for  ten  minutes  at  a 

tive  force  from    the  enlarged  artery,  time  without  seeing  one.  The  motionless 

which  continues  to  strain  their  coats  layer  was  very  thin,  but  clear,  and  all 

and  cause  an  oscillatory  motion  of  their  the  blood  particles  in  t^e  larger  vessels 

particles,  but  no  passage.    This  is  pre-  seemed  to  move  at  the  same  rate  of 

cisely  what  we  see  under  the  microscope,  speed.    By  pressure  of  the  finger  on 

But  we  have  yet  to  inquire  how  it  is  the  web,  partial  stagnation  was  pro- 
that  the  blood  coiw^lates  in  the  most  duced  in  many  of  the  vessels ;  and 
inflamed  capillaries  P  Mere  stagnation  when  this  yielded  to  the  returning  cur- 
is  insufllcient,  for  we  do  not  find  coa-  rent,  the  walls  of  the  vessels  were  seen 
gulation  to  take  place  in  the  blood  con-  studded  with  the  small  globules :  whilst 
gested  by  venous  obstruction.  I  think  many  others  of  the  same  kind  rolled 
m;^  observations  supply  an  answer  to  over  them  slowly  in  the  direction  of 
this  inquiry.  the  current.     I  have  before  mentioned 

I  have  before  mentioned  that  Poi-  that    a    similar    result    ensued  after 

seuille  had  observed  the  blood  particles  the    web  had   beeen   stimulated   by 

to  get  into  the  motionless  layer  of  se-  capsicum  or  an  essential  oil.     Even 

mm   which   intervenes  between   the  during  the  rapid  flow  following  these 

moving  blood  and  the  walls  of  the  applications,    minute   globules  could 

blood-vessels ;   in  fact,  it  was  chiefly  be  seen    creeping   slowly   along   the 

from  the  stagnation  or  slow  motion  of  transparent  outline  of  the  larger  ves- 

the  globules  that  he  inferred  the  exist-  sels ;  and  as  the  arteries  contracted, 

ence  of  this  layer.    From  his  descrip-  and  the  flow  through  the  other  vessels 

tion  we  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  became  less  rapid,  the  number  of  these 

their  presence  there  was  a  usual  result  globules  increased,  their  motion  became 

of  the  particles  being  thrown  out  of  the  slower,  and  many  seemed  to  stick  on 

current,  and  that  this  commonly  hap-  the  sides  of  the  vessels.    If  the  stimu- 

pens  to  every  description   of    blood  lus  used  was  rather  stronc^,  or  long  ap- 

particle,  both  with  ana  without  colour-  plied,  the  number  of  sticking  globules 

infi?  envelope  ~ "  —        -  —       — -      — . 

1  fint  eiaimned  the  partioles  of  the  rii^u.^SSSS'^^l^dJumSI.'""'^"^ 
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was  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  red  observations 

particles  from  passing;   and  these  or  on  the 

their  fragments  becoming  impacted  in  USE  OF  THE  VECTIS,  OR  SINGLE- 

the    interstices,   gave    the   ol>stracted        BLADE  EXTRACTOR,  IN  DIFFI- 

vessels  a  uniform  red  colour.     When  r.TT»ii^  t  An^Tr»c» 

the  stimulation  was  equally  applied  ^^^^  LABOURS. 

to   the   web,    the   stagnation   usually  Br  Jambs  BoiiaKTT,  M.D. 

took  place  first  in  some  of  those  anas-  n>y«ician  to  the  Piij^giMury,  und  Accoacheor  to 

tomosing  veins  in  which  the  current  is  *^*  ^^^'^''  ^"^  *"  ^""^^ 

naturally  slow  and  varying  in  direction :  C^°^  'A*  Medical  Gazette.J 

but  when  an  essential  oil  was  used,  the  [Condoded  ftom  page  653.] 

stajg^ation  speedily  ensued  at  the  point  

of  its  application  :  in  fact,  unless  very  In  the  nreceding  cases  all  the  women* 

minute  quantities  were  used,  the  stag-  did  well ;  not  an  untoward  symptom 

nation  was  almost  immediate  and  ex-  occurred  with  the  exception  of  the  case 

tensive.  of  J.  D.,  in  which  floooing  supervened. 

These  observations  in  part  confirm  Of  the  22  vectis  cases  (inwhicn  are  two 

the  opinion  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  that  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions)  two 

the  obstructed  state  of  infiamed  capil-  children  were  still  bom  ;  in  one  only 

laries  is  due  to  the  adhesion  of  globules  did  the  death  appear  clearly  to  depend 

of  the  blood  to  the  vessels :  and  they  on  the  duration  and  difficulty  of  the 

seem  to  shew  further,  that  the  globules  labour.  In  the  nine  forceps  cases  three 

which  thus  adhere  are  either  formed  in  children  were    still-bom,    two  being 

the  blood,  or  detached  frojn.  the  red  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions. — (See 

corpuscules,  under  the  influence  of  irri-  Table,  next  pagej 

tants  or  other  disturbing  agents.  Case  I. Taylor,  sixtli  labour. 

The  complete  obstruction  of  the  ca-  Her  midwife  had  sent  for  a  surgeon  in 

pUlaries  in  this  way   by  coagulation  consequence  of  flooding,  who,  before 

takes  place  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  my  arrival,  had  left  the  woman, 
in  all  cases  of  severe  infliammation  of       I  found  her  blanched,  with  a  very 

the  frog's  web;  but  there  are  slighter  feeble  pulse,  and  wholly  without  pains, 

kinds  of  increased  vascularity  in  which  The  os  uteri  was  dilated,  the  liq.  amnii 

.  there  is  no  obstruction,  but  continued  discharc'ed,  and  the  head  resting  at  the 

enlargement   of   the   capillaries   and  brim ;  the  cord  prolapsed  through  the 

veins,  as  well  as  of  the  arteries :  this  os  externum. 

mifi^ht  be  called  simple  determination  As  there  was  no  flooding,  I  tried  the 
of  olood;  but  it  difl&s  from  that  re-  experiment  of  including  the  mass  of 
centlv  ]^roducedy  in  the  motion  in  Uie  cord  in  a  muslin  bag,  and  having  car- 
capillanes  and  veins  being  slower,  and  ried  it  above  the  head,  I  brought  with 
in  the  vast  number  of  colourless  glo-  the  vectis  the  head  into  the  cavity,  and 
bules  seen  moving  slowly  in  them.  I  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  she  was  de- 
suspect  that  this  corresponds  with  the  livered  of  a  dead  child.  The  loss  had 
low  or  subacute  variety  of  inflamma-  been  great,  and  her  recovery  was  pro- 
tion ;  but  the  whole  subject  deserves  a  tracted. 
fuller  investigation.  Case  II.—  —  Knowles  was  attended 

The  eflect  of  all  the  varieties  of  by  a  midwife  in  her  seventh  labour, 

hypercemia  which  we  have  now  been  October  25th,  1835.     The  pains  had 

considering,  is  to  exhaust  much  of  the  been  throughout  rejjular,  and  during 

circulating  force  conveyed  by  the  ar-  the  last  three  hours  freauent  and  strong, 

teries  on  the  walls  of  the  dilated  capil-  but  did  not  advance  tne  head.    I  ap« 

laries,  particularly  their  arterial  por-  plied  the  vectis,  and,  co-operating  wiui 

tions ;  and  their  enlargement  and  tor-  uterine  contraction,  the  child  was  bom 

tuosity,   the   production   of  globules  with  the  third  pain.    Its  weight  was 

which  adhere  to  their  sides,  and  their  9i  lbs.  avoirdupois, 
entire  obstmction  by  the  same  means,        Case  III. — Mary  Bunn,  cet.  33:  first 

seem  to  be  so  many  progressive  expe-  labour,  October  1st,  1831.     She  sent 

dients  used  by  nature,  to  direct  Uie  for  the  midwife  at  two  p.m.  on  Wed- 

force  of  the  circulation  to  that  part  of  nesday,  who  did  not  then  remain  with 

the  vessels  by  which.thepn>cess  of  re.       *  io»yh«n.ob«rTe,th.tDoeMeof»idwi^ 

paration  is  earned  on.  occurring  in  my  own  prMtice  hu  raqnired  more 

■  than  the  ordmkry  mansfc^iucnt  of  women  after 

delivery. 
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Table  qf  Difficult  Labours  terminated  by  the  Vectisfrom  1830  to  1840  inclusive. 


No. 

1 

Name. 

Age. 

Labour. 

Remarks.                                          1 

Taylor 

t  • 

6th 

Accidental  flooding— prolapse  of  cord. 

2 

Knowles 

•  ■  • 

7th 

Weight  of  child  (male)  9}  lbs.  avoirdupois. 

3 

Bunn 

43 

Ist 

4 

Brunton 

22 

1st 

6 

Mott 

19 

Ist 

6 

Howard 

33 

8th 

Narrow  inlet — oonjogate  diameter. 

7 

36 

10th 

8 

Marshall 

26 

2d 

9 

Bnttiftmt 

31 

Ist 

Child  (female),  still-bom. 

10 

Buttifant 

32 

l5t 

11 

Hutchin 

21 

1st 

Weight  of  child  (male),  lOlbs. 

12 

Spooner 

35 

7th 

Previous  labours,  five  instrumental ;  in  another  pre- 
mature at  the  7th  month ;  in  one  child  stiU-bom. 

13 

Betts 

•  •  « 

6th 

Weight  of  child,  10  lbs. ;  weight  of  placenta,  3^  lbs. 

14 

Cobb 

33 

1st 

Child  died  next  day ;   vomited  meconium. 

15 

Wright 

32 

.  4th 

Two  previous  labours  instrumental ;  one  by  naturalj 

efforts. 

16 

E.  F. 

32 

1st 

Small  pelvis,  deformed  at  outlet. 

17 

Parker 

37 

12  th 

Previous  labours,  8  tedious,  3  instrumental;  narrow 
conjugate  diameter. 

18 

Roshmere 

24 

1st 

19 

Mansfield 

34 

6th 

Previous  labours,  4  tedious ;  children  all  small ;  one  at 
7th  month ;  weight  of  child,  71  lbs. 

20 

Bunn 

35 

8th 

Former  labours,  2  instrumental ;  one  at  6thmonth. 

21 

Wright 

39 

1st 

Puerperal  convulsions. 

22 

Mountain 

24 

Ist 

Puerperal  convulsions. 

her.  On  Friday,  at  four  p.m.,  she  was 
again  called,  and  was  with  her 
through  the  night.  At  seven  the  next 
morning  she  left  her,  and  on  her  return 
in  the  rorenoon  found  the  os  uteri  di- 
lated, the  Uq.  amnii  discharged,  and 
the  pains  strong.  These  continued 
with  regularity,  when  I  was  requested 
to  attend  at  six  in  the  evening.  I  found 
that  the  head  came  down  on  the  peri- 
neum during  the  pains ;  the  vagina  was 
dry,  its  orincium  unyielding,  and  the 
perineum  very  rigid.  During  the  last 
seven  hours  there  had  been  no  progress 
in  the  labour.  I  applied  the  vectis, 
and  in  less  than  hau  an  hour  the  child 
was  bom. 

Case  IV.— On  December  30th,  1831, 
I  was  requested  to  visit  Sophia  Brun- 
ton, 8Dt.  22,  in  her  first  labour.  A  mid- 
wife had  been  with  her  through  the 
night.  The  os  uteri  had  been  fully 
dilated  for  eight  hours,  and  the  pains 
regular  and  of  good  strength.  The 
head  lay  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 
with  the  face  to  the  right  side ;  the 
right  ear  was  felt  behind  the  symphy- 
sis pubis;  there  was  swelling  of  the 
soft  parts  in  the  pelvis,  and  of  the 
labia.  I  applied  the  vectis,  and  after 
repeated  powerful  co-operation  daring 


each  uterine  contraction,  the  head  was 
brought  through  the  os  externum  much 
elongated,  and  with  a  considerable 
scalp  tumor. 

Case  V. Mott,  set.  19,  first  con- 
finement. Symptoms  of  labour  com- 
menced on  Sunday  evening.  At  3 
A.M.  she  sent  for  the  midwife,  who 
found  the  os  uteri  dilated  to  2}  inches, 
and  the  liq.  amnii  escaped.  At  8 
A.M.  she  sent  for  me.  I  learned  that 
the  head  had  scarcely  stirred  for  the 
last  five  hours ;  that  the  pains,  which 
had  been  good  during  the  last  hour, 
were  less  frequent,  and  broke  off  short. 
The  vagina  was  hot,  dry,  and  tender. 
Having  used  lard  very  freely,  and 
awaited  a  few  inefficient  pains,  I  deliver- 
ed  by  the  vectis :  the  child  still-born*. 

Case  VI.— Elizabeth  Howard,  fBt.33» 
of  short  stature,  but  healthy  and  strong, 
was  attended  by  a  midwife  in  her  eightn 
confinement,  September  6th,  1833. 
None  of  her  former  labours  had  been 
^ood,  lasting  24  hours  and  upwards ; 
tlie  child  always  resting  high  up. 
Although  the  pains  had  b^n  vigorous 

*  I  did  not  think  Uie  infknt  died  In  the  birth. 
From  the  treatment  of  herhusband,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  infknt,  it  is  probable  it  died  fii 
uiero: 
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my  assistance.    I  applied  the  vectis,  plained  much  of  cramp  4>f  the  right 

and  regular  for  many  hours,  the  labour  thigh,  and  said  she  was  worn  out*, 

did  not  advance.    On  examination,  I  I  pasied  the  vectis,  and  for  some  time 

found  the  head  thrown  forwards  on  the  assisted,  co-operatins^  with  the  feeble 

05  ^ubis,  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  uterine  action,  but  the  head,  impacted 
projecting  more  than  is  found  in  a  well-  by  the  swelling  of  the  soft  parts,  made 
formed  pelvis ;  the  teguments  of  the  no  advance.  After  a  brief  interval  I 
belly  were  pendulous.  The  midwife  re-applied  the  vectis,  and  at  length  the 
had  not,  by  position  or  by  the  binder,  heaa  was  brought  lower  down  :  still  its 
endeavoured  to  obviate  the  malposition  advance  was  tnfling.  I  again  withdrew 
of  the  head.  I  passed  the  vectis,  and  the  instrument,  purposing  to  employ 
brought  the  head  to  the  brim  of  the  the  forceps.  The  midwife  now  sat  down 

Selvis,   and  aided  by   steady  traction  atthebea-side  :  pains  followed  of  rather 

uring  a  few  pains  it  cleared  the  inlet,  more  stren^h,  but  at  loneer  intervals. 

Cask  VII. — In  her  next  labour,  she  during  which  she  slept  neavily.    On 

was  attended  by  a  midwife  only.   At  her  awaking  up  she  complained  of  thirst; 

10th  labourlwasa^n  summoned  to  her  the  tongue  was  dry,  pulse  slow:  the 

assistance.      Havmg    brought    down  powers  of  her  system  were  much  ex- 

the  head  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  hausted,  and  could  not  much  longer 

I  withdrew  the  vectis,  and  left  the  ter-  have  continued  the  struggle.    I  pro- 

mination  of   the  case  to  the  natural  ceeded  to  apply  the  forceps,  but  finding 

efforts.    The  next  was  a  foot  presenta-  the  head  much  lower  I  awaited  two  or 

tion,  and  in  the  12th  and  last  the  child  three  pains ;  but  as  these  seemed  un- 

was  bom  after  thirty  hours' hard  labour,  equal  to  accomplish  the  expulsion  of 

Case  VIII. — MarshaU,  tet.  26,  se-  the  head,  I  helped  it  through  the  os 

cond  labour :  she  became  uneasy    at  externum  with  the  vectis :  the  child 

three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  No-  still-bom. 

vember  8, 1 834.  The  midwife  was  called  Case  X. — ^Buttifant,  living  at Trowse, 
to  her  at  5  a.m.  The  liq.  amnii  came  cet.  32,  first  labour.  The  midwife  was 
away  at  eleven  a.m.  :  the  uterine  orifice  called  to  her  on  Sunday,  but  left,  there 
was  dilated  to  the  diameter  of  2i  inches,  being  no  symptoms  of  labour.  She 
At  six  P.M.  I  was  requested  to  visit  got  but  Uttle  rest,  however,  that  night ; 
her:  the  os  uteri  was  fully  dilated:  the  pains  increased  through  the  next 
the  head  had  not  cleared  the  brim  of  the  day,  and  in  the  afternoon  she  sunmioned 
pelvis :  the  pains  had  been  regular  but  her  midwife  again :  the  labour  pro- 
short  and  inefficient :  she  complained  ceeded  slowly  through  the  night  At 
of  being  weary,  and  in  want  of  sleep,  six  a.m.  the  os  uteri  was  fully  dilated, 
I  gave  her  itixx.  of  laudanum,  and  left  and  the  liq.  amnii  discharged.  My  as- 
her.  At  ten  o'clock  I  found  she  had  sistance  was  requested  by  the  midwife 
slept,  and  that  the  pains  had  been  re-  at  1 1  a.m.  :  the  pains  had  been  feeble 
newed,  but  without  effect.  I  delivered  since  6  o'clock.  She  expressed  herself 
by  the  vectis.  quite  worn  out :  the  foetal  pulse  was 

Cass  IX.  —  Buttifant,  residing  in  heard :  the  presentation  and  position 
Heiffham,  st.  38,  first  labour.  May  28,  were  natural,  passages  relaxed  and 
183/.  I  was  summoned  on  Saturday  dilated,  and  only  efficient  pains  re- 
at  3  A.M.  by  the  midwife,  who  had  qnired  to  terminate  the  labour.  I 
been  with  her  since  four  in  the  after-  watched  them  for  half  an  hour;  they 
noon  of  the  day  preceding.  My  patient  were  powerless,  scarcely  perceptible, 
beffan  to  be  uneasy  on  the  Tuesday,  Two  proceedings  were  open  to  me: 
and  passed  a  restless  night,  and  had  to  secure  by  an  opiate  refireshing 
little  or  no  sleep  on  Wednesday  and  sleep  and  recruited  powers,  or  to  de- 
Thursday.  Slept  in  the  intervals  of  liver  at  once.  I  preferred  the  latter 
pain  through  the  Friday.    At  7  p*m.  the  course,  and  shortly  delivered  her  with 

06  uteri  was   fully    dilated,  the  liq.  the  vectis. 

amnii   discharged,  the   vagina  swol-  Cask  XI.  —  Mary  Hutchin,  set.  21: 

len  and  tender,  the  pains  short  and  first  labour,  July  30, 1833.    The  pains 

wholly  inefficient,  the  presentation  and  had  been  regular  and  strong  during 

position  natural.    I  could  just  reach  six  hours  before  the  midwife  requestea 

an  ear  at  the  symphysis  pubis ;  the    —r-rr ~ — vz~~i^';^  tK- 

...^..^•i   \^^^   «f.M5  o«^«*l«««««;«..»    ♦>!«  *  There  was  very  considerable  ■welling:  of  tbe 

parietal  bones   were  overlappmg,  the  whole  oftbe  left  arai.  which  foUowed  the  removal 

scalp  tumor  was  considerable :  she  com*  of  a  tunor  from  the  breut  nd  udlUry  maiKio- 
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and  in  half  an  hour  she  ^ve  birth  to  a  like  a  piece  of  caoutchoue,  instantly 

male  child  weighing  lOlhs.  resumea   its  dense    resistance.     The 

Case  XII. — SaraK  Spooner,  st.  35,  fourchette  had  not  even  snfiered. 

seventh  labour,   September  12,   1833.  Casb  XV.^Eleanor  Wriffht,  set.  32, 

She  had  been  delivered  with  the  for-  fourth  labour,  November  i9th,  1S35. 

ceps    by    surgeons,  in   five  previous  Her  two  first  labours  were  instrumentaL 

labours :  in  one,  she  gave  birth  to  a  In  the  third  a  midwife  was  with  ber« 

still-born  child  without  assistance ;  in  Her  midwife  went   to  her    at    eight 

another,  to  an  infiint  at  seven  months,  p.m.  :  the  Hq.  amnii  had  flowed  some 

The  midwife  had  been  with  her  six  hours.    At  two  a.v.  (20th),  she  quilted, 

hours.     I    found    the   os    uteri    di-  the  pains  having   been  through  the 

lated  to  the  diameter  of  two  inches,  the  night  slow  and  rceble.    At  seven  a.m« 

head  resting  at  the  brim.    I  could  not  the    midwife    returned,    and   at   ten 

ascertain   its    position    by    the  hand  my  assistance   was    requested.    Alter 

passed  per  va^nam:    the    conjugate  waiting   three  feeble  actions   of   the 

diameter  was  diminished.    During  the  uterus,  I  applied  thevecti6,andbrouglit 

next  two  hours  she  vomited  often ;  the  the  head  tnrough  the  os  extenumL    A 

pains   were    frequent   and    of    good  considerable   interval   elapsed    before 

strength,  but  the  nead  did  not  descend,  the  shoulders  followed. 

An  hour  after  the  os  uteri  was  dilated ;  Casb  XVI. — K.  F^  set  32,  of  small 

one  third  part  of  the  head  had  entered,  stature  and  delicate  form :  first  labour, 

and  was  fixed  in  the  inlet.     Having  The  midwife  went  to  her  on  Friday  at 

waited  during  several  powerful  pains,  nine  pji.    At  tenA.M.  on  the  following 

which  failed  to  force  the  hcaa  into  day  I  was  summoned  by  her.  The  head 

the  cavity,    I    delivered   her  bv   the  had  not  come  into  the  cavity ;  I  could 

vectis,  co-operating  with  each  laboor  with  difiiculty  tip  the  ear;  the  arch  of  the 

pain.    The  child  (female),  was  bom  pubesadmittedonly  the  two  fore-fingers, 

with  a  considerable  depression  on  the  There  was  an  unusual  curvature  of  the 

left  parietal  bone.  sacrum,    and   the  pelvis    was    small. 

Case  XIII.— Betts,  6th  labour,  June  There  was  swelling  of  the  soft  parts  in 

15th,  1835.     Had  been  in  strong  labour  the  pelvis;  scalp  tumor  consiaerable ; 

five  hours,  when  I  was  summoned  to  the  pains  were  good,  but  they  fidled  to 

her.    The  os  uteri  was  fully  dilated ;  carry  down  the  head.    I  delivered  by 

the  bladder  and  lower  bowel  empty,  the  vectis  without  much  difficulty. 

I  delivered  her  quickly  by  the  vectis  of  Casb  XVII.  —  Elia.  Parker,  act  37,  a 

achild (male), weighing  lOlbs.;  weight  tall,  strong, andapparently  well-formed 

of  secundines,  3ilb8.  woman,  twelfth  labour,  October  6th, 

Cask  XIV.—Mr8.C.,cet.  38,  a  strong,  1838.     She  told    me  all  her  labours 

healthy   person,  in  her    first  labour,  had  been  slow;    that  a  midwife  waa 

sent  for  me,  May  9th,  1835.    At  four  with  her  in  the  first  six,  who  was  de- 

A.M.    the    OS    uteri,     thin    and    soft,  tained  two  and  three  da]^  together, 

was  dilated  to  two  inches,  and  the  lio.  In  her  7th,  8th,  and  9th,  ^e  was  de- 

amnii  discharged ;  the  pains  were  quick  livered  by  surgeons  with  instruments, 

and  strong.    At  eight  a.m.  the  head  The  midwife  who  had  requested  my 

was  coming  down  on  the  perinieum,  attendance  had  been  with  her  twice 

which  was  firm,  dense,  and  resisting,  before.    She  was  called  to  her  at  nine 

Warm  moist  cloths  were  applied,  and  a.m.,  and  at  five  p.m.  sent  for  me.    Her 

lard  freely  used ;  the  bowels  had  been  report   was,    the  os  uteri   had  been 

relieved    by    castor    oil.      The  peri-  dikted   and    the   pains  strong,  with 

nsBum  not  yielding  in  the  least  degree  scarcely  an  interval  of  rest  during  the 

during   the    pains,    I    bled   my    pa-  last  four  hours,  but  the  labour  was  not 

tient  at  two  p.m.     During  the  pre-  more  forward. 

ceding  three  hours  the  struggle  nad  On  examining,  I  finind  the  conju- 

been  severe,  with  but  a  brief  pause  be-  gate  diameter  reduced  by  the  projiecting 

tween  the  labour  throes.    I  now  passed  promontorium  of  the  saerum,  and  the 

the  vecti^  and  brought  the  head  to  parietal  bones  riding.    The  pains  wete 

bear  forcibly  duriufi"  each  contraction  violent,  following  each  other  rapidly, 

of  the  uterus  upon  the  perineeum.    At  but,  as  she  said,  of  no  use  to  her.     I 

the  fourth  extractive  efibrt  the  head  applied  the  vectis,    and  co-operatiBg 

suddenly  cleared  the  perinieum,  which  with  four  uterine  contractions  tne  head 

did  not  spread  out,  but  rather  yielding  eleared  the  brim,  and  passed  during 
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the  next  pain  through  the  os  externmn  was  sure  she  should  die/'  Having  first 

with  the  vectis  applied,  but  without  carried  up  and  secured  from  pressure 

any  further  extractive  eflbrt  being  ne-  .  the  os  uteri,  I  succeeded  in  bringing 

cessary.    The  child  did  not  give  signs  down  the  occiput  with  the  vectis,  ele- 

of  active  life  till  early  the  next  mom-  vating  at  the  same  time  the  forehead 

ing.     I    found  the  patient  sitting  up  with  mv  left  hand,  till  the  anterior 

at  the  end  of  a  fortnight.  fontanelle  was  to  be  felt  opposite  the 

CaseXVIIL — ^M.  Kushmere,8et  24»  left  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis.    I  now 

first  labour,  February  10th,  1838.    At  watched  the  effect  of  several  pains,  but 

4  A.M.  symptoms  of  labour  commenced,  there  was  no  advance.    She  had  not 

and  pains  continued  through  the  day.  felt  the  child  since  eleven  a.m.,  and  said 

The  midwife  went  to  her  at  ^6  p.m.  "  it  was  dead."     I  had  not  a  stethos- 

The  pains  increased  in  frequency  and  cope  with  me.    I  now  aeaiu  applied 

force  as  the  night  advanced,  and  at  the  vectis  over  the  face  and  chin,  and 

3   A.M.    (11th)    became   very    strong,  after  several  pains  accomplished  the 

The  08  uteri  had  been  dilated  since  delivery  at  nine  p.m.  The  child  (male), 

midnight.     As  the  labour  had  made  remained  in  a  state  of  sospended  ani- 

but  little  progress  I  was  requested  to  mation  for  some  time.    The   weight 

visit  her  at  seven  a.m.     Tnere  was  was  Zjlbs.    It  was  much  larger  than 

some  heat  and  want  of  natural  secre-  her  former  children, 

tion  :  lard  was  used  very  freely.    Ire-  Case  XX. — ^Bunn,  at.  35,  eighth 

mained  with  her  two  hours :  the  bladder  labour.    Two  of  the  former  were  instru- 

and  bowels  having  acted  freely,  I  left  mental,  one  premature, 

her.    On  my  return  at  eleven  a.m.  I  When  I  was  called  to  her  by  the 

found  the  increase  of  tumor  to  proceed  midwife,  the  os  uteri  had  been  dilated, 

from  swellin?  of  the  scalp :  the  head  and  the   liq.    amnii    discharged  five 

was  impacted.     I  immediately    deli-  hours.     The  pains,  which  had  been 

yered  her  with  the  vectis.  regular,  had  become  frequ&nt  and  feeble. 

She  suflered  frt>m  inflammation  and  I   applied  the  vectis,  and  after  three 

dischai*ge  from  the  vagina  for  ten  days  times    co-operating  with  the  uterine 

after,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  contraction,  the  child  was  born, 

the  child's  head.  Cask  XXL— Wright,    ret.  39;  first 

CasbXIX. — Sarah  Mansfield,  st.  labour:  had  miscarried  at  six  months 

34,  sixth  labour,  July  26th,  1839.    In  when   in    India  some '  years   before, 

her  first  confinement  the  surgeon  was  Her  midwife  called  in  the  afternoon, 

at  her  bed-side  for  eight  hours ;  the  and  advised  her,  as  she  complained  of 

next  was  premature :  her  other  three  headache,  to  take  a  little  spiced  porter 

children  were  small,  and  the  labours  in  the  evening.    She  took  it,  ana  said 

tedious ;  she  had  miscarried  once  since,  she  felt  better.  At  11  o'clock  p.m.  while 

The  midwife  was  c^led  to  her  at  four  prepjaring  to  go  to  bed,  she  had  a  con- 

a.m.  :  the  liq.  amnii  fiowed  at  seven :  vulsive  fit.     At  1  a.m.  I  was  called  in 

the  OS  uteri  was  dilated  to  two  and  great  haste  to  her ;   found  her  husband 

a  half  inches,  and  the  pains  £[oody  but  and  six  persons  endeavouring  to  hold 

the  head  did   not    descend  into  the  her  forcibly  down  during  a  severe  fit. 

cavity.    At  noon    the  uterine  action  There  was  no  symptom  of  labour.    At 

was  less  powerful,  but  more  prolonged,  8  a.m.  I  could  with  difficulty  tip  an 

and  without  a  perfect  intermission,  the  ear  above  pubes,  the  head  not  having 

uterus  remaining  high  up  in  a  state  of  cleared  the  brim, 

tonic  contraction.    I  was  sent  for  at  I  delivered  by  the  vectis :  the  child 

six  P.M.    I  found  the  forehead  pre-  still-bom.    It  gave  no  signs  of  active 

sen  ting:   the  eye  was  distinctly  felt:  life   till  two  hours  and  a  half  after 

the  08  uteri  not  being  fullv  dilated  was  its  birth.    I  employed  for  half  an  hour 

compressed  between  the  head  and  the  the  usual  means,  of  bringing  about 

bones  of  the  pelvis.     The  conjugate  respiration,  and  requested  to  have  the 

diameter    at   tne   brim  was  narrow,  child  warmly  covered,  except  its  mouth, 

The  head  was  so  wedged,  that  although  and  laid  carefully  aside:    two  hours 

the  parietal  bones  were  riding  so  as  to  after  I  had  left  the  room  the  child 

afibra  a  firm  purchase,  I  could  not  stir  cried  aloud. 

it.    There  was  much  swelling  of  the  Case  XXII.  —  At  II '  o'clock  p.m. 

scalp.    She  complained  of  great  pain  February  29th,  1836,   Mountain,  set. 

of  body,  said  "she  was  worn  out,  and  24,  in  her  first  labour,  became  violently 
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coDTulsed :  the  midwife  had  been  with  I  have  briefly  sketched  the  two  pT^< 

her  half  an  hour.    When  she  got  to  ceding  cases,  as.  it  is  my  intention  in 

her  the  os  uteri  was  dilated,  sort,  and  my  purposed-continuation  of  midwifery 

the  vaginal  passage  relaxed.    I  deli-  cases  to  giye  them  more  drcumstan* 

vered  her  of  a  living  child  at  2  a.bi.  tially. 

Table  of  DificuU  Labours  terminated  by  Foreep9from\93\  to  1840  imehawe. 


No. 

Name. 

Age.; 

Labour. 

Sex. 

Remarka. 

1 

Comar 

37 

8th 

Three  prerious  instrumental  labooiv. 

2 

Peak 

20 

1st 

Female 

3 

Fish 

19 

1st 

StiU.bom 

4 

Browne 

42 

8th 

Male 

Labonrs  all  slow ;  children  large. 

6 

DaT7 

23 

Ist 

Female 

6 

Capper 

39 

13th 

Male 

, 

7 

Rice 

41 

Ist 

Female 

8 

Day 

23 

Ist 

Male 
StUl-bom 

DeUvery  five  honra  after  ^  first  fit ;  pneip. 
convulsions.  Weight  of  child  nine  pouiids. 

9 

Lynes 

20 

lat 

Female 
Still-born 

Delivered  seven  hours  alter  first  fit ;  puerp. 
convulsions. 

Case  1. Comar,  cet.  37,  was 

attended  by  a  midwife,  in  her  eighth 
labour,  Dec.  8,  1832.  She  had  been 
delivered  three  times  with  instruments 
by  different  surgeons.  At  eight  p.m.  the 
midwife  went  to  her,  and  at  two  in  the 
mominsr  following  my  assistance  was 
required ;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated,  the 
liquor  amnii  discharged ;  the  head  had 
not  entered  the  cavity  of  pelvis ;  the 
pains  were  regular,  but  not  strong; 
the  head  was  impeded  by  a  narrow 
outlet.  I  returned  at  nine  A.M.  There 
had  been  no  pains  during  the  last  two 
hours.    I  delivered  with  the  forceps. 

Some  interesting  particulars  of  ad- 
hesion of  the  placenta  over  its  entire 
uterine  su|)erfices,  with  contraction  of 
the  OS  uteri,  which  was  overcome  with 
extreme  difficulty,  I  shall  take  another 
opportunity  of  recording. 

Case  II. — Peak,  st.  20,  first  labour, 
October  Ist,  1831.  She  was  attended 
by  a  midwife,  who  reported  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  had  been  open,  and  the 
waters  off  for  ten  hours :  the  vagina 
was  dry,  swollen,  and  tender.  I  de- 
livered by  the  forceps.  Considerable 
inflammation  of  the  vagina  fc^owed. 

Case  III.— Fish,  'oet.  19,  was  at- 
tended by  a  midwife  in  her  first  labour ; 
the  head  had  made  no  advance  for 
eight  hours.  \  applied  the  forceps; 
she  was  delivered  of  an  infant,  male, 
still-bom. 

Case  IV. — Browne,  aet,  42,  eighth 
labour,  September  13th,  1834.    The 


midwife  was  called  to  her  at  three  a.v. 
Her  previous  labours  had  been  slow; 
the  cnildren  large.  I  was  reauested  to 
visit  her  at  five  p.m.  She  had  been  in 
strong  labour  five  hours.  I  delivered 
with  the  forceps :  child  (male)  large. 

Case  V. — J..  D.  set.  23,  first  laTOur, 
September  18th,  1836,  of  delicate  frame 
and  of  excitable  temperament;  had 
suffered  much  mental  anxiety  and  in- 
disposition of  body,  with  very  flatulent 
ana  acid  stomach  and  costive  bowels. 
I  was  sent  for  at  ten  a.m.  The  three 
previous  days  she  had  felt  nains,  but 
there  was  no  appearance  of  labour; 
she  had  passed  a  restless  ni^ht  The 
OS  uteri  was  thin,  soft,  and  dilated  to 
an  inch;  the  pelvis  small,  and  the  arch 
of  the  pubes  narrow ;  vaginal  secretion 
scanty.  At  two  p.m.  the  os  uteri  was 
dilated  to  two  inches  and  a  half.  At 
half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
first  stage  of  labour  was  completed, 
the  OS  uteri  bein^  fully  dilated,  and  the 
liquor  amnii  discharged:  the  head 
rested  high  up.  During  the  next  four 
hours  the  pains  were  regular  and  vi- 
gorous, but  the  head  made  no  sensible 
advance.  Acting  with  the  vectis  on 
the  occiput  I  failed  to  brin^  down  the 
head,  but  having  carried  it  round  to 
the  pubes,  and  fixed  it  over  face,  ear, 
and  chin,  I  employed  considerable  ex- 
tractive force,  and  the  head  descended 
and  was  enga^d  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis.  I  withdrew  the  vectis,  and 
awaited  the  effect  of  the  pains,  which 
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followed  each  other  qdddy  and  power-  with  difficulty  a  blade  of  the  forces 
fully,  but  did  not  bnng  the  head  between  the  head  and  left  ramus  pubig; 
lower;  there  was  heat  and  great  dry neaa    the  instrument  locked  within  theva- 


,    «.  durinfi^  . 

head  descended,  but  seemed  as  if  it  child  (female)  large, 
would  pass  towards  the  anus,  and  not       Case  VIIL— -On    December  16th, 
m  the  axis  of  the  ouUet,  the  occiput    1832^  at  seven  in  the  evening,  I  was  re- 

not  turning  under  the  pubes.     Not  quested  by  the  midwife  to  visit  Day, 

being  able  to  accomplish  the  delivery  ajt.  23,  attacked  with  convulsions  in 

by  manual  assistance  I  applied  the  her  first  labour ;  the  os  uteri  was  di- 

forccM,  and  at  a  quarter  to  twelve  de-  lated  to  two  inches  and  a  half.    At 

hvered  the   head  dunng  the  second  nine  o'clock  p.m.  she  had  a  second  fit: 

pain ;  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  eleven  p.m.  I  delivered  with  forceps  t 

elapsed  before  pother  pain  expelled  childstai-bom;  weight  91bs.;  weight  of 

Uie  shoulders.    The  child  did  not  cry  secundines  Ijlb. ;  there  was  a  narrow 

for  some  minutes;   its  face  and  lips  conjugate  diameter, 
were  of  deep  purple  colour.    I  allowed        I  learned  that  this  poor  woman  died 

blood  to  escape  before  tying  the  cord.  in  her  next  confinement :  she  had  the  . 

A  dangerous  flooding  came  on  before  assistance  of  surgeons, 
tile  exclusion  of  the  placenta,  the  uterus       Case  IX.-M.  Lynes,  October  20th, 

being  emptied  and  fillmg  again  and  first  labour :  was  taken  with  a  convul- 

agam,  so  that  I  could  not  leave  her  sive  fit  between  two  and  three  of  the 

bed-side  for  four  hours.    It  was  met  by  morning  of  Thureday,  December  4th, 

external  pressure  and  cold    applica-  1834.    At  seven  a.bi.  her  midwife  went 

tions,  passing  the  hand  mto  the  uterus,  to  her,  and  in  half  an  hour  1  attended 

and  counter-pressure  combined,  plu^-  at  her  urgent  request.  The  os  uteri  was 

ging  iiith  STOnge  passed  up  to  os  uten,  dilated  to  two  inches.    At  ten  a.i«.  I 

brandy  and  laudanum.  again  saw  her ;  the  forceps  was  ap- 

Case  VI.— Cupper,  teL  39,  thirteenth  pRed,  and  after  considerable  difficulty 

labour.    She  had  been  poorly  through  she  was  delivered  of  a  child  sUU-bori 
the  day,  and  sent  for  the  midwife  at      *,^_j^  ,      ^^^ 

eight  m  the  evening:  the  labour  pro-      Norwicli,jime»U»,wi.     

ceeded,  and  at  mi£ug^t  the  os  uteri 

was  fully  dilated.    At  six  o*clock  a.m.  ^^* 

I  was  called  to  assist  her;  I  applied  the  physiological  rsflbctioks 

forceps,  and  delivered  her  of  a  large  on 

^       TTiT      i>.         .  ^1  IS    .,v  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

She  1S7]ii^*^S.  K^  SSS        ^«^^  «^«»«. 

28th,  18^:  at  eight  in  the  evening  and  or  analogous  statxs. 

sent  to  her  imdwifi,  who,  on  eMmina-  Bt  T.  Wilxinson  Kino, 

tion,  found  the  OS  uten  dilated  to  an  !..-*«■-,  ^■u#v*w—«*r»    ,  wrL..i^M 

ineiC  and  the Uquoramiiu escaped;  die  "=»»««» ««*«*w«o«y.H,fl>tot 

▼agina  diy :    the  pains  increased  in  t^^  '**  Medical  Gazeitt,'} 

foiice  and  rapidity,  so  that  there  was  [CoDtiniiedtonp.sss.] 

not  an  interval  of  five  minutes  between  

them.    I  went  to  her  at  eight  the  next  Dlf^nujea,  with    maffbrmathn  qf   the 

morning;  the  head  lay  in  uie  cavity  of  heart,  ^e,  —  Bronchial  siates-^Caseg 

the  pelvis,  with  the  face  to  the  hollow  ^Remarks. 

of  the  right  ilium.    I  touched  with  diffi-  Wb  now  propose  to  take  up  a  new 

colty  the  right  ear  above  the  sym-  branch  oi  Uw  subject,  whico  for  its 

physis  pubis;  the  vagina  was  dry  and  own   sake   deserves  attention,   inde- 

unyielding,  and  the  os  coccygis  did  not  pendently  of  the  fact  that  it  will  assi^ 

recede  on  pressure  backwara.    There  to  corroborate  our  general  views  of 

was  much  swelling  of  scalp.    During  dyspncea. 

two  hours  there  was  no  advance  of  the  We  have  already  hinted  that  the  dif- 

head,  the  apparent  descent  arising  finom  fieulty   of  breathing    which  depends 

increase  oi  the  scialp  tumon    I  parsed  more  particularly  on  the  laoTiix  or  first 

712* — ^xxviii^  2  Y 
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air  tubes,  is  T^;ulated  by  the  arterial  We  do  not  mean  to  exclude  the  no- 
circulation  from  the  aorta,  unless  it  is  tions  of  obstruction  in  the  right  heurt 
connected  iivith  the  formation  of  tumors  and  venous  cong^estion ;  but  this  is  not 
or  the  like.  The  congestive  state,  all;  for  the  tumid  aspect  is  likewise  an 
again,  is  most  especially  dq^ndent  on  indication  of  defective  action  in  all  the 
gravitations  of  fluid  for  its  relief  or  ag-  capillaries— those  for  nutrition  and  se- 
gravation;  and  it  is  hardly  less  than  cretion,  as  well  as  the  excretoiy  and 
any  cardiac  disorder  subject  to  the  in-  depurative.  Theseviewsare  not  merely 
fluence  of  motion,  whether  it  be  that  theoretical.  The  remedies,  the  exer- 
the  muscles,  when  in  action,  impede  cise,  and  habits,  and  above  all  the 
the  general  arterial  current,  or  hurry  warmth  which  liberates  and  exalts  all 
on  the  venous  currents,  to  the  effect  of  the  functions,  afford  the  strongest  in- 
accumulation  about  the  right  heart  dications  of  the  truth  of  these  expla- 

It  is  in  order  to  exclude  the  case  of  nations, 

pulmonary  congestion,  and  enforce  the  Once  more,  with  reference  to  this 

subject  of  bronchial  tureescence,  that  state  of  dyspnoea,  it  is  not  unimportant 

we  have  thought  it  available  for  illus-  to  consider  certain  correlative  states : — ► 

tration,  and  desirable  also,  for  practi-  The  left  auricle    is   generally  small, 

cal  purposes,  *to  introduce  the  conside-  and  devoid  of  any  trace  of  impediment 

ration  of  dyspnoea  in  cases  of  malfor-  to  which  we  mignt  impute  pulmonary 

mation  of  the  heart.    This  topic  was  obstruction.    The  mitral  valve  must  at 

passed  over  in  a  former  paper*  ;  but  it  least  act  as  truly,  if  not  more  so,  than 

will  appear  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  the  tricuspid. 

our  present  inquiry,  and  not,  we  hope,  We  notice  a  disposition  to  turgescenoe 

a  mere  digression.  in  eveir  part  but  between  the  right 

In  the  most  common  of  the  serious  ventricle  and  left  auricle ;  as  if 
malformations  about  the  heart,  as  in  the  aortic  canillaries,  from  various 
some  other  cases,  it  is  customary,  we  causes,  were  ill  nourished  and  over- 
think,  erroneously  to  refer  the  dyspnoea  dilated ;  and  we  remark  that  the  most 
to  that  organ.  When  the  commence-  delicate  tissues  seem  to  suffer  most  in 
ment  of  the  pulmonary  artery  is  nar-  this  respect ;  for  the  vessels  of  the 
row,  and  the  luncrs  receive  but  little  head  are  thinner  than  those  of  other 
blood,  why  should  dvspncea  exist  ?  or  parts  generally,  and  some  axe  still 
why  should  we  seek  for  a  greater  cause  more  prone  to  yield,  or  exposed  to 
than  is  so  manifest  in  another  part  ?  external  influences,  as  those  of  the 
If  the  larynx,  and  perhaps  aU  that  the  cheek  and  larynx.  Some  parts,  as  the 
bronchial  arteries  supply,  be  only  hands  and  feet,  seem  more  affected  by 
slightly  afl^cted,  in  the  manner  in  the  force  of  gravitation ;  but  the  head 
which  we  observe  the  face  and  tongue,  suffers  in  spite  of  gravitation. 
&c.  to  be,  is  not  here  enough  at  least  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  hear 
.  for  the  cluef  cause  of  dyspnoea,  as  well  the  first  signs  or  material  characters  of 
as  of  the  catarrhal  states  ?  cyanosis  referred,  at  least  in  point  of 

The  earliest  and  strongest  evidences  time,  to  the  occurrence  of  some  one  of 

of  cyanosis  are  doubtless  in  the  face  the  complaints  of  childhood,  as  to  an 

and  mouth.      Haemoptysis,  which  is  exanthem,    or   to   hooping-cough,  or 

repeated,  or  perhaps  suddenly  fatal ;  even  to  an  accident.    This,  we  think; 

epistaxis,  wliich  affords  relief,  and  is  serves  to   prove  that    the    congenital 

sometimes    difficult    to    arrest,     and  malformations  are  by  themselves  less 

bleeding  from  tumid  gums,  are  alike  oppressive,  and  that  some  superadded 

occasional  indications  of  the  nature  of  states  are  often  required  before  the  ac- 

the  disease  :  especially  are    they  the  tual  and  severe  characters  can  become 

occasional  concomitants  of  the  dysp-  manifested. 

ncea,  and  come  and  go,  or  increase  and  In    the   paper   before  referred    to, 

decline,  with  that  aSection ;  and  there  we  shewed  that  serious  malformations 

.  will  not  be  much  room  to  doubt  that  might  exist  long  without  any  grave 

very  often  the  difficult  inspiration  is  signs;  and  we  mdicated  the  manner 

pretty  exclusively  owing  to  the  turgid  in  which  bronchitis  would  bring  on  the 

narrowing  of  the  air  tubes  nourished  prejudicial  operation  of   communica- 

from  branches  of  the  common  aorta.  tions  between  the  two  sides  of  the 

heart. 

*  videtheiastvoinmeof  Mbd.  Gaz.  P.6S5.  The  heart  being  imperfectly    nou- 
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rished,  as  well  as  ill  formed  and  too  while  it  liberates  and  excites  the  func- 

fuU,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  in  a  tions  of  the  skin,  does  hardly  less  in 

state  more  or  less  analogous  to  that  of  such  cases  for  almost  every  organ  of 

the  capillaries  themselves,  t.  e.  feeble,  the  body. 

incapable  of  due  contraction,  and  liable  And  this  also  is  the  effect  of  exer- 

to  become  dilated  with  comparatively  dse,  when  it  can  be  readily  endured, 

slight  disturbance.    All  the  functions  The    capillaries,   arteries,   neart,    and 

must  be  deemed  defective,  failing  mu-  veins,  and  all  the  nutrient  and  secre- 

tually  to  assist  each  other.    There  is  tory  functions,  are  happily  freed,  and 

no  reason  why  the  disordered  bronchial  the  balance  of  health  is  comparatively 

membrane  should  suffer  less  than  most  restored. 

other  vascular  tissues ;  but  we  may  see  The  following  is  a  sin|^lar  illustra- 

that  its  tumefaction  is  more  obstruct  tion  of  our  present  subiect.    Here  it 

tive  than  that  of  the  gums  and  tongue  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  entertain 

for  instance;  and  there  may  be  a  reason  the  idea  of  accumulation  between  the 

why  the  lining  of  the  air-tube,  inces-  pulmonary    artery  and    the    left  side 

santly  exposed  to  the  motions  and  cur-  of  the    heart ;  for    the  author  almost 

rents  of  respiration,  should  be   least  thought  that  the  pulmonary  artery  was 

able  to  retain  even  a  tolerably  healthy  impervious.    It  is  a  case  of  obstructed 

state.  pulmonary  artery,  without  communi- 

Is  it  necessary  to  shew  that  the  state  cation  of  the  ventricles, 

in  question  is  a  form  of  bronchitis  P .  Tacconi  related '  the  case,  and  it  has 

We  shall  hastily  observe  that  the  diili-  been  before  employed  in  England ;  but 

culty  depends  much  on  the  weather,  we  shall  venture  to  agree  with  him  in 

for  the  sufferer  is  indeed  a  delicate  regard  to  it,  rather  than  with  Dr.  Farre, 

thermometer,  and  his  disorder  rises  and  from  whom  we  quote, 

declines  with  all  the  signs  of  bronchial  A    young   woman,    who    lived    by 

catarrh,  and  at  the  same  time  it  comes  beeging,  attributed  the  commencement 

and  goes  with  (in  a  pretty  constant  of l^er  disorders  to  a  fall,  when  five 

proportion  to)  the  livor  and  fulness  of  years  of  aee.     She  was    excessively 

the  face  and  mouth ;  and  this  is  true,  livid  and  enfeebled — ^had  a  quick  weak 

whether  we  regard  the  succession  of  pulse,   and   no  perceptible  respiratory 

seasons,  or  hours  or  meals,  or  mere  movements.    Her  voice  was  low  and  faf- 

chanees    of    posture   or    occupation,  tering,  and  her  deglutition  very  diffi- 

Shomd  it  be  advanced  that  the  general  cult.    She  suffered  most  in  winter,  and 

congestion  precedes  the  dyspnoea,  we  ctcw  much  worse  from  her  fifteenth  to 

venture  to  say  that  the  assertion  is  not  ner  eighteenth    year,  when  grumous 

well  founded  for  the   common  case ;  hsemorrhage  from  the  mouth  came  on 

and  it  is  important  to  remember  that  in  severe  weather,  and  she  died  in  about 

signs  of  catarrh  are  discoverable  before  three  weeks  after, 

dyspnoea  is  very  manifest.  The    chest    was    found    extremely 

Before  proceeding  farther  we  must  small,  and  the  lunss  dry,  hard,  and 

digress  to  remark,  that  in  various  re-  contracted.    The  left  lobe  was  livid 

cords,  and  even    of  severe   cases    of  and  adherent.    About  three  ounces  of 

morbus  ceeruleus,  dyspnoea  will  be  found  grumous    blood   were    found   in   the 

immentioned,  or  but  very  slightly  no-  trachea   and  on  the   sunface  of  the 

ticed;  and  this  we  have  found  very  diaphragm. 

curiously  in  coincidence  with  a  wasted  The  foramen  ovale  was  more  wide 

frame — with  the  absence  of  turgescence.  than  in  the  foetus.    The  pulmonary 

Dr.  Hunter's  case,  already  related,  sigmoid  valves  were  unitea  so  as  to 

shews  that  the  narrow  pulmonary  ar-  leave  the  smallest  possible  opening, 

tery    and    communicating    ventricles  The  ductus  arteriosus  was  closed.  The 

(the  most  common  caerulean  states)  do  heart  was  somewhat  cubical,  and  the 

not  necessarily  induce  dyspnoea;  and  two  ventricles  in  capacity  and  sub- 

his  case  is  a  notable  example  of  Hvor  stance  seemed  as  if  transmuted,  and 

with  emaciation.    We  shall  presently  did  not  communicate, 

introduce  another.  Now  this  is  doubtless  rather  a  won- 

It  should   be  well  remarked   how  derful  case,  but  it  was  evidently  well 

much  the  csrulean  dyspnoea  is  rezu-  observed,  and  is  well  narrated  (in  a 

lated  by  repletion,  and  by  gravitation  southern  clime  it  should  be  a  little  less 

of  fluids,  us  well  as  by  warmth^  which,  marvellous)  ;  and  we  do  not  hesitate 
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to  reflect  upon  it,  seeing  it  is  not  with-  any  dii^ct  relation  to  tbe  cardiac  mal- 

out  pu^leis  in  most  of  its  features.  formation,  though  it  ma;^  belong  mcnne 

We  have   formerly   shewn   that  a  particularly  to  certain  kinds  or  defor- 

certain  amount  of  ODstruction  of  the  mity,  and  yet  the  latter  is  permanently 

pulmonary  artery*,  under  favourable  the  same,  while  the  dyspnosa  is  only 

circumstances,  may  be  long  in  mani-  occasional  or  rariable. 

festing  itself;  but  we  cannot  admit  the  We  must  admit  tlmt  the  morbid  cir- 

positive  conclusion  of  Dr.  Farre,  that  culation  of  the   misshapen  heart    is 

accident  could  not  c:iye  rise  to  the  same  aggravated  by  bronchitis,  as  we  have 

obstruction  in  childhood.  seen  that  the  malformation  induces  in- 

The .  circulation  from  the  left  ven-  directly  the  bronchial  congestion ;  and 
tricle  was  mingled  with  dark  blood,  looking  towards  the  conclusion,  we 
always  we^  and  never  difficult,  and  may  underetand  how  it  happens  that, 
that  from  the  right  ventricle  seems  to  with  a  weak  and  impure  circulation,  as 
have  been  most  scanty  and  laborious,  the  body  grows  and  demands  more,  the 
s.  e.  judging  from  the  deve)oDment  of  combination  of  evils  is  constantly  in* 
the  parts,  ^ut  there  was  no  ayspncea.  creasing: — oppressed  functions  oppress 
The  breathing  was  adequate  to  a  weak  each  other  still  more;  all  suTOr  in- 
voice, and  to  the  limited  quantity  of  creasingly,  and  thus  development  Coils 
blood  conveyed  by  the  ptdmonary  irreme^ably  and  fetally ;  we  do  not 
arteries.                   .  say  fatally,  provided  attention  be  paid 

These  cases  are  amongst  the  rarest ;  in  good  time.    It  is  little  to  say  that 

but  one,  still  more  uncommon,  of  the  too  much   importance  cannot  be  at* 

same  kind,  had  in  addition  the  tricuspid  tached  to  the  respiration,  when  the 

valve  imperfect,    and  still  less    pro-  fluid  to  be  acted  on  is  reduced  to  its 

pulsive,  tne  foramen  ovale  being  wide  minimum,  the  rest  being  venous  in  the 

as  the  little  finger,  and  serving  instead  extreme,  and  all  the  body  is  sufiQnnjg 

of  a  communication  between  the  ven-  proportionately :  the  malformation  is 

tricles.   The  patient  was  a  female,  who  irremediable,  but  the  dyspnoea  is  not  so. 

had  **  always  lain  sick,''  livid,  feeble.  It  is  not  undeserving  of  remark  that 

and  short-breathed.    She  died  in  her  the  first  arterial  blood  being  given  to 

sixteenth  yearf.  the  heart,  the  next  in  point  of  time  is 

The  state  of  the  lungs,  which  have  devoted  to  the  tubes,  the  muscles,  and 

not  been  freely  employed,  seems  suffi-  the  brain  of  respiration.    These  parts 

ciendy  peculiar.    They  are  small,  not  f^  of  the  most  vital  consequence.    It 

devoid  of  air,  too  fleshy  and  firm  and  is  defective  respiration,  next  to  a  narrow 

inelastic,  and  decidedly  more  solid  and  pulmonary  artery  (and  even  more  than 

tough   than   simply  collapsed  airless  &  narrow  mitral  valve),  which  consti- 

lunes.  tutes  a  fiEital  obstruction  to  the  circula* 

Tne  absence  of  all  signs   of  dis-  tion,  causing  a  communication  finra 

tension  in  the  pulmonary  arteries  is  the  right  auricle  into  the  left,  or  still 

too  evident  to  oe  mistaken ;  and  here  more    aggravating    concomitant   dis- 

we  find  a  striking  hint  with  respect  to  orders — ^venous  delays  on  the  one  side, 

the  seat  of  the  suffocative  sense.  &nd  arterial  deficiencies  on  the  other. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  varying  with  all  their  consequences, 
dyspnoea  is  an  attendant  on  most  kinds  The  following  account  of  a  heart,  in 
of  malformation  of  the  heart,  and  we  ^  ^^^  of  cyanosis,  will  assist  to  iUus- 
shall  yet  seek  to  inquire  into  ^e  trate  the  state  of  the  circulation  :— 
common  circumstances;  but  already  A voungladyhadinin&ncysomege- 
we  conceive  it  is  made  clear  that  mal-  neral  symptoms  of  malformed  heart,  but 
formation  has  no  necessary  effect  in  these  were  not  oppressive,  and  but  very 
disturbing  the  respiration,  since  at  slowly  increased.  Her  hands  and  face 
birth,  and  even  for  years  afier,  no  were  blue,  and  she  was  rather  inactive, 
dyspnoea  is  often  manifested.  Again,  <^d  very  sensible  of  the  cold,  and  liable 
it  does  not  appear  that  dyspnoea  bears  to  be  affected  by  it  with  catarrh ;  but 

AM...  n^-  1^  -i#    i#.K — ; IT*  ^*'  Parents  did  not  observe  any  alarm- 

y^^iS^^J^'^'liitf^  ingsignsuntil  she  attainedher  eleventh 

b«  perfect,  it  leemsFeaaonable  to  infer  that  tbe  J^^^^i  when  all  the  symptoms,  especi- 

obitraction  hu  uiien  (or  at  least  in  part)  nibaa  allv  the  dvsnnffia.  heoAmik  AwrmktMi 

qucnt  to  tbe  completion  of  the  septuiT  ""<  A*  ;„  ^V«V^^^   j  ^^*  aggravaiea, 

t  Vide  Moitmfni'a  17th  letter,  art  IS,  13;  aleb  ^^^  tnis  last  seemed  to  have  consider- 

Dr.  Fam'i  Sisay,  p.  IS.  able  share  in  her  death,  which  took 
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place  soon  after  she  had  attained  her  and  the  lining  of  th«  vessel  is  but  a 

twelfth  year.    The  livor  of  the  face  very  little  spotted  with  atheroma, 

had  long  been  extreme.    This  patient  Remarks.  —  The  different   vegeta- 

had  erown  tall,  but  was  very  thin,  tions  may  very  well  have  originated 

The  following  account  and  remarks  within  about  twelve  months ;  and  we 

were  penned  with  the  heart  before  me.  may  infer  that  the  granules  around  the 

The  specimen  is  still  in  the  ];>osses8ion  narrow  pulmonary  orifice  arose  from 

of  Mr.  IlifiT,  of  Newington,  in  whose  unequal  pressure  or  tension,  as  likewise 

practice  the  case  occurred.  the  rest.    Doubtless  the  main  obstruc- 

The  heart  is  rather  large,  and  its  tion  of  the  pulmonary  artery  has  ex- 
surface  apparently  healthy,  but  the  isted  from  tne  earliest  period,  and  has 
substance  of  the  ventricles  may  have  become  aggravated  by  tne  formation  o{ 
been  too  dense  and  dark.  v^etations. 

The  right  auricle  is  the  most  capa-  It  is  evident  that  the  communications 
cious  cavity,  being  very  wide,  and  its  between  the  two  sides  of  the  heart 
wall  is  strong.  The  foramen  ovale  is  must  have  relieved  the  right  in  pro- 
equal  to  the  largest  goose  quill,  but  portion  as  the  latter  was  subject  to  ac- 
now  perfectly  valvular  to  close  by  pres-  cumulation, 
sure  on  its  nght  side.  The  right  ventricle  remains,  as  in 

The  valve   of   Eustachius   is  well  the  foetus,  equal  to  the  left,  because  i^ 

formed  and  extensive,  but  somewhat  has  continued  to  have  equal  labour, 

perforated  or  reticular.     It  probably  The  right  auricle  is  large  because  of 

Drought  the  stream  from  the  inferior  delay  ana  accumulation,  while  the  left 

cava  very  close  to  the  fossa  ovalis.  shews  that  it  has  been  able  to  dispose 

The  two  ventricles  are  of  good  capa-  readily  of  all  it  received  from  the  lungs 

city  and  power,  and  about  equal ;   a  and  tne  right  side.     Although  it  is 

conmiunication  exists    between  them  possible  that  reflux  may  have  had  some 

very  close  to  the  tricuspid  and  aortic  share  in  causing  the  greater  dilatation 

valves,  which  would  admit  the  little  of  the  right  auricle,  yet  the  labour  of 

finder.     The  muscular  columns  in  the  the  right  ventricle,  and  its  nutrition 

T^fit  ventricle  are  very  large.    The  retaining  the  foetal  proportions,  will 

tricuspid  has  considerable  resemblance  explain  the  fact  that  the  safety-valve 

to  a  bicuspid,  and  it  most  likely  acted  has  not  become  developed  (the  right 

very  accurately  and  firmly,  having  a  wall  of  the  ventricle  never  having  oe« 

very  short  but  strong  moderator  band,  come   thin   and  yielding) ;   that  the 

even  double,  and  surfaces  of  contact  tricuspid  has  closed  too  well,  an4  its 

on  its  curtains  wide  and  studded  with  curtains  present  impressions  of  mutual 

flat    masses  of  minute  firm    vegeta-  contact  which  irritation  has  rendered 

tions ;  the  result  of  attrition  and  in-  granular, 

creased  nourishment.  The  pulmonary  artery  has  had  but 

The  pulmonary  artery  is  small  and  little  to  do,,  and  is  little  developed, 

thin,  with  a  conical  valve  truncated  Now  it  mi^ht  seem  only  tedious  tp 

above  to  form  an  opening  which  may  repeat  our  opmions  in  reference  to  this 

have  admitted  a  very  small  Roose-quill,  case,  and  the  reader  who  has  accom- 

but  being  thickly  set  round  with  ve-  panied  us  thus  far  can  scarcely  need 

getations  (hke  the  former)  wiU  now  such  a  review.    We  have  stiJUC  how- 

scarcely  admit  more  than  a  crow-^uilL  ever,  a  few  general  comments  to  add 

The  cone  has  three  bands  or  ndges  on  the  subject  of  dyspnoea. 

of  connection,  with  the  lining  of  die  There  is  as  little  reason  to  suppose 

artery  extending  nearly  to  its  summit;  impediment  in  the  pulmonary  veins  as 

these  are  evidently  the  vestiges  of  the  accumulation  in  the  pulmonary  artery, 

natural  attachments  of  the  crescents.  It  is  true  that  when  the  two  ventricles 

The  cord  of  the  ductus  arteriosus  is  communicate  freely,  and  we  can  only 

complete.  infer  that  they  act  with  equal  or  rather 

The  left  side  of  the  heart  is  less  with  one  force  (though  not  precisely 

remarkable.    The  auricle  is  small  and  equal  in  capacity,  for  the  larger  wlll^ 

thin,  and  especially   its  i^jx.     The  we  think,    be   found   proportionably^ 

surfaces  of  contact  on  the  mitral  cur-  the  thicker),  when  but  little  blood  is 

tains  have  vegetations,  as  the  tricuspid,  aerated,  and  all  the  functions  are  conr 

but  in  rather  smaller  numbers.  s^quendy  and  commensurately  imper- 

The  aortie  valves  are  quite  healthy,  feet,  the  nutrition  of  the  ventricles  is 
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deficient,  and  they  become  8ascCT>tible  Our  sketch  has  only  ref^aaded  the 

of  dilatation  and  palpitation,  and  thus  chief  facts  of  the  case,  but  we  fed 

the  return  of  the  blood  from  the  lungs  asstured  that  so  much  mut  not  be  lost 

may  be  somewhat  obstructed ;  yet  here,  sight  of,  unless  empiricism  k  to  be  tlw 

and  even  when  the  foramen  ovale  is  gmde  in  tfaefayeiitics,  and  no  gcdde 

wide,  the  left  auricle  almost  iuTariably  whatever  is  to  oe  allowed  in  the  study 

retains  less  indications  of  distensions  of  thoracic  disorders, 

than  the  other  cavities.    The  evident  The  topic  of  Palpitation  must  next 

vestiges  of  delay  in  the  left  auricle  engajg;e  our  attention,  and  in  conclusion 

are  often  little,  always  less  than  else-  we  shall  endeavour  briefly  to  sum  up 

where,  and  sometimes  altogether  undis-  the  most  positive  part  of  our  reflectioiiSy 

coverable.    We  do  not  mean  that  im-  and   their  general  concern  with  the 

peded  respiration  will  not  leave  the  laws  of  therapeutics, 

pulmonary  artery  still  over  burthened,  j^o  be  continued.] 

however  its  orifice  may  be  contracted.  

It  may  be  thought  that  the  proof  of  ■ 

bronchial  obstruction  is  deficient  in  \irTTMr'  AT    r<  A rzTT^rr* 

such  cases,  but  this  demonstration  must  iVlliiUlv/ AJLj   KjAZjMIa  1 1  It*. 

be  wanting,  since  the  appearances  after  r  ?   oi  loii 

death  cannot  be  conclusive.  -fnctey,  JMiy  ^  1»41. 

Even  in  the  instance  of  oedema  glot-  

tidis,  when  fatal,  the  tumefaction  sub-  .,  ^icet  omnJbn..  Ucet  ctlam  mihi,  di^iutea 

Sides  in  part  as  the  redness  disappears ;  ji^tU  Mediae  tneri ;  potesUa  modo  veniendi  ia 

so  that  we  have  a  right  often  to  infer  publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculom  non  recaw." 

that  such  appearances  in  death  are  the  .  Cigbbo. 

indications  of  more  serious  obstructions  "— ~ 

in  the  last  hours.  THE  REPRESENTATION   OF  THE 

Pneumoma  and  bronchitis  do  not  PROFESSION  IN  PARLIAMENT, 
so  much  imp<^e  the  erect  posture  as 

oedema  glottidis  and  asthma,  or  even  A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 

some  diseases  of  the  heart.    With  re-  profession  was  held  in  Dublin  about 

?^*tL?cKtLT«^'StraS  *  --th  ago  to  consider  the  best 
the  fluid  gravitates  and  depresses  the  ™eans  of  ensunng  the  return  of  a 
diaphragm  as  the  patient  sits,  instead  member  to  Parliament  for  the  purpose 
of  oppressing  the  lungs  when  he  is  of  advocating  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
recumbent  j  yet  we  beheve  this  is  not  to  f^ggi^^  The  result  of  the  meetmgfiaa 
be  reliea  on.  ^  ,  ,.  ,  ,  ,  , ,. 
Intakingleaveof thedyspnoeaofmal.  not,  we  beheve,  exceeded  the  pubhca- 

formed  hearts,  we  venture  to  conclude  tion  of  the  speeches ;  but  it  will  be  de- 

that  the  disorder  does  not  so  much  sirable  to  consider,  by  the  aid  of  their 

consist  in  puhnonary  conp^tion,  as  in  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^-^^^  ^f  ^l^i^j,  ^^     ^^^ 

aortic  or  bronchial,  and  that  it  is  still  ,*:,       ,    ^v     ,.        -        ..       ^ 

less  spasmodic.    The  case  will  com-  although  the  time  for  acting  on  any 

monly  be  explained  by  reference  to  the  conclusion  is  now  past 

more  or  less  simple  eflects  of  exertion.  One  is  naturally,  led  to  ask,  first, 

catarrh,  repletion,  or  gravitation ;  and  ^^^t  are  the  inieresit  of  the  profession 

we  may  presume  to  ask  with  respect  i..  i.  ^i.    i.  i  •..        *.!          ^.           , 

.ven  to  Mthma,  who  is  fit  to  contend  ^^^<^*^  ^^  ^<>1^°«  ^^  ^«  meetmg,  and 

for  the  spasmodic  doctrine  who  does  the  general  tenpur  of  the  speeches, 

not   first   fairly  determine   and  fully  imply  are  not  represented  in  Parlia- 

allow  for  ^  the  manifest  infiuences  to  n^^nt?     Surely,  when  we  remember 

which  we  have  adverted  P  *i.  *  •    *v      x.  \        •       •    ^  v        t_. 

Fihally,  we  may  observe  that  if  our  *^^  ^  ^^®  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  J"«'  brought 

views  of  dyspnoea  are  just,  they  should  ^  ^  close  no  less  than  three  distinct 

doubtless  oe  available  in  the  treatment  measures  of  medical  reform  werebrought 

of  the  disorder  considered   by  itself,  j^to  the  House  of  Commons,  it  can 

We  would,  however,  beg  the  observer  i,„.ji„  x^  ^'^  ^^  *  *u    •  *       *   ^r  *u 

to  keep  m  mind  the  ceaseless  com-  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^*'  ^«  mterests  of  the 

plications  which  demand    a  modified  profession  are  not  attended  to,  though, 

treatment.  perhaps,  they  are  in  truth  little  cared 
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for.  Is  not  Mr.  Hawes,  Mr.  Warburton,  to  little  purpose.  Mr.  Warburton  and 
or  Mr.  Wakley  (the  authors  of  these  Mr.  Hawes,  again,  each  represent 
several  bills,  each  of  which  assumed  another  party  with  less  energy,  and 
that  they  expressed  the  opinion  of  with  no  better  success ;  and  the  repre- 
the  profession)  is  none  of  these  sentative  of  the  Dublin  meeting  would 
our  representative?  We  have  often  be  the  organ  of  their  opinions,  as 
doubted  it ;  but  the  gentlemen  of  ^  as  they  can  agree  upon  them, 
Dublin  have  no  doubt.  We  think  we  but  of  no  others.  It  would  be  as  easy 
catch  in  one  of  their  speeches  an  allu-  to  find  one  representative  of  the  whole 
sion  to  the  first  as  the  representative  of  commonalty  of  England,  as  one  of  the 
another  much  less  respectable  class;  whole  medical  profession;  for  the  di- 
the  second  is  spoken  of  as  having  in-  versities  of  medical  politics  are  scarcely 
trodooed  one  good  measure,  the  Ana-  less  numerous  than  those  of  general 
tomy  Bill,  but  no  more ;  and  as  for  the  political  opinions,  and  the  sections  of 
third,  hear  what  Dr.  John  Jacob,  who  its  members  are  at  least  as  manifold  as 
seems  to  have  had  the  feelings  of  the  their  nineteen  governing  bodies.  And 
meeting  with  him,  says : — **  If  there  w*ho  of  them  all  had  best  be  repre- 
were  no  other  reason"  [in  favour  of  sen  ted?  The  maintainers  of  established 
having  a  medical  member],  "except  institutions  and  customs,  or  the  levellers 
that  there  is  at  present  a  medical  man  in  of  the  one-fJEiculty  system  ?  The  aristo- 
Parliament  who  is  generally  looked  up  cratic  fellows  and  members  of  .court 
toastheorganof  the  profession,  I  think  and  council,  or  the  democratic  licen- 
the  neoessity  of  having  some  proper  re-  tiates  and  membeis  of  the  mass  ? 
presentative  for  our  body  becomes  most  Some  of  the  speakers  at  the  Dublin 
imperative  [loud  cheers].  We  are,  in  meeting,  however,  appear  to  have  li- 
factf  in  a  most  deplorable  state,  when  mited  their  views  of  what  should 
we  recollect  that  that  individual  is  be  the  duty  of  the  representative 
looked  on  as  our  organ  in  Parliament,  within  more  reasonable  bounds.  The 
I  allude  to  the  coroner  for  Middlesex;  excellent  chairman.  Dr.  CoUes,  for  ex- 
and  I  ask  does  he  represent  the  feelings  ample,  remarked  rightly  that  there 
of  this  meeting  ?  [cries  of  no,  no.]  If  were  certain  points  upon  which  all  the 
we  can  efiect  our  object  in  getting  a  partiesinthe  profession  were  thoroughly 
proper  representative,  instead  of  that  agreed;  and  these  it  should  be  the 
individual,  I  say  that  no  sacrifice  of  office  of  the  medical  representative  to 
time,  of  exertion,  or  of  money,  would  be  pay  regard  to.  Such  are,  for  example, 
misapplied  [hear,  hear]."  the  just  scales  of  remuneration  for  pub- 
As  far  as  the  assertion  is  concerned  lie  services  in  courts  of  law,  on  inquests, 
that  the  member  for  Finsbury  is  not  in  attendance  on  the  poor,  and  so  on ; 
the  representative  of  the  whole  profes-  in  all  of  which  the  interests  of  medical 
sion,  or  of  more  than  a  small  section  of  practitioners  have,  in  late  enactments, 
it,  every  one,  not  a  member  of  that  sec-  been  grossly  neglected.  And  indeed  if 
tion,  will  of  course  agree  with  Dr.  Jacob;  for  the  remedy  of  these  and  many  other 
but  we  are  surprised  that,  having  stated  things  which  we  have  never  lost  an 
this,  he  should  still  seem  to  think  it  opportunity  of  pointing  out,  as  the  evils 
possible  to  have  one  representative  of  under  which  the  whole  profession  la- 
the profession.  Mr.  Wakley  represents  hours,  and  for  which  it  would  be  much 
a  certain  portion  ofourbody,  and  we  are  wiser  to  seek  redress,  rather  than  to 
bound  to  say  that  he  does  so  with  vigour,  make  vain  complaints  that  the  shares 
though  it  be  with  a  wrong  object,  and  of  honour  or  emolument  do  not  fall 
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tqnallf  on  all  of  All  claasea  withdot  Houae  of  Commons  of  iildcpciitait 

regard  to  tnerit—if^  we  say,  for  the  perty,  and,  to  whichever  party  in  g^ 

remedy  of  these  and  other  such  grier-  neral  politics  he  mi^t  be  attnched, 

ances  an  efficient  advocate  were  placed  independent  of  any  medical  aarrian. 

in  the  House  of  Commons,  benefit  And  surely  it  speaks  little  Cor  the  lofe 

would,  without  doubt,  result.  of  the  profession — so  much  Tmimted  by 

We  agree  therefore  with  the  general  many — that  in  these  times  no  one  of  o«r 

statement  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  own  body  has  been  found  ready  to  mm- 

this  meeting,  that  the  professicm  is  not,  criiice  scmie  of  his  time  and  money  fior 

but  ou^t  to  be,  represented ;  and  that  the  common  good  of  all  his  bretbrea. 

the   advocacy   of  those  things  only  Why  are  not  some  of  the  princely  tarn- 

which  are  obviously  for  the  interest  of  tunes  that  are  made  in  pcactkcg  thasp 

the  whole  body  should  be  the  member's  at  least  in  part,  devoted  to  so  good  a 

task.    But  further  than  this  we  cannot  purpose  as  the  defence  of  those  throngli 

go  with  them.    The  plan  of  having  a  whose  assistance  they  have  been  In 

paid  representative  is  one  which  we  great  measure  accumulated?    How  for 

believe  would  speedily  mar  all  the  be-  better,  for  example,  would  the  mouef 

nefit  that  might  otherwise  be  obtained,  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  have  been  ^ent. 

Such  a  man  would  not  be  listened  to ;  if  he  had  placed  himseU^  instead  of  his 

his  statements  would  be  regarded  with  brother,   in   Parliament  I     With    bis 

all  the  suspicion  that  attaches  to  those  influence,  and  with  the  tbonm^  in- 

of  a  deeply  interested  party ;  and  his  dependence  which  he  in  the  last  ycsa 

opinions  would  be  considered  with  no  of  his  life  enjoyed,  his  wonL  would 

more  respect  than  those  of  one  forced  have  been  amply  sulBdc&t  to  prevent 

to  maintain  a  private  interest,  though  the  infliction  of  every  one  oC  those 

it  were  at  the  expense  of  the  public  injuries  which  are  now  most  sever^ 

good.    Besides,  since  he  could  not  avoid  felt    in   various    recent   enarlmfnU> 

adopting  one  or  other  course  in  rela*  We  say  this  not  to  diqiarsge  him,  bat 

tion  to  the  pofitics  of  medicine,  to  the  to  endeavour  to  point  out  to  those  wbo 

modes  of  government,  tiie  exclusive  now  occupy  his  place  in  the  ptofcsman 

power  of  granting  diplomas,  and  all  the  course   which  they  should  have 

questions  of  medical   discipline,   by  deemed  it  their  boonden  duty  to  adopc 

whom  should  he  be  paid  ?     Which  It  is  by  men  of  this  kind,  and  not 

party  would  seaport  a  man  who  ad-  by  paid  agents,  that  the  interests  of  all 

yocated  views  opposed  to  their  own,  or  other  professions  and  trades  are  pva- 

even  materially  differing  Cram  them,  on  tected  in  the  House  of  Commons,  The 

these  points?   The  certain  result  would  rich  barristers  deem  it  their  higiift 

soon  be  that  each  party  would  have  a  bmionr  to  be  members,  and  readily 

representative  ofits  own,  and  the  House  give  up  much  of  their  time,  after  W 

of  Commons  would  become  the  theatre  hours  of  no  ordinary  severity,  to  tbs 

of  dUcusrions  that  had  for  better  be  public  service,  in  which  they«  of  eooiac^ 

kept  from  the  public.     Besides,  the  never  foil  to  protect  their  own  and 

whole  system  of  paid  representatives  is  their  brethren's  interests*    (And  well 

mischievous  and  un-En^h ;  and  we  enough,  it  must  he  confessed,  tbcy  do 

should  deeply  regret  to  see  the  medi-  provide  for  their  own  dassi  for  thcro 

eal  profession  among  the  first  to  encoa*  are  certainly  no  two  bodiea  of  aMSl 

tage  it  who,  being  placed  in  other  respects  in 

What  is  really  wanted  for  the  benefit  nearly  equal  ranks,  share  more  diffaw 

sf  the  profession  is  a  member  of  the  cntly  the  advantages  of  place,  power. 
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lo&d  hoo^nr,  than  do  lawyers  and  me-  uadinst  or  worse  than  useless*  Instead 
dical  practitioners.)  of  attempting  it,  let  medical  practi- 
It  is  true  that  many  of  the  legal  tioners  make  the  best  interest  they  can 
members  of  the  House  have  remote  with  the  more  intelligent  lay  membeca 
personal  objects  in  view,  such  as  peer-  of  the  house ;  and  above  all  let  them 
ages,  and  judgeships,  and  so  on;  while  take  care  not  to  make  the  most  promi- 
none  of  the  same  kind  are  open  to  nent  objects  of  their  anxiety  the  relief 
medical  men.  But  this  is  far  from  from  supposed  disadvantages  of  ine- 
being  the  case  with  all  the  barristeis  quaUty  of  rank  or  privileges.  Let  them 
who  are  in  ParUament  j  and  still  less  is  look  steadily  to .  the  obtaining  a  due 
it  true  of  the  members  of  other  profes-  regard  for  their  obvious  intnest  in  mat- 
sions  and  trades — ^merchants, bankers,  ten  of  immediate  importance  to  them; 
and  the  like.  AIL  these  find  their  such  as  remuneration  for  public  ser- 
honoor  in  protecting  the  interests  of  vices — ^protection  from  the  incursions  of 
their  several  classes,  and  it  is  a  thing  the  unlicensed — a  fair  scale  of  payment 
almoBt  inexplicable  that  no  members  for  medical  assistance  to  the  poor — a 
l>f  our  profession  are  foond  anxious  to  relief  from  the  necessity  of  undertaking 
follow  the  same  course.  We  could  contracts,  and  all  practices  by  which, 
mention  several  now  in  London  who  they  are  degraded  to  the  level  of 
have  scarcely  any  other  honours  left  for  tradesmen.  These  are  things  which  all 
them  to  earn,  except  those  which  they  are  alike  interested  in  obtaining  j  and 
would  have  obtained  by  becoming  if  these,  and  such  as  these,  are  secured, 
representatives  of  thfeir  profession's  we  suspect  that  all  the  other  grievances, 
interests,  and  they  are  all  gentlemen  now  so  inuch  complained  of,  will  appear 
with  fortunes  amply  sufficient  for  con-  marvellously  easy  to  be  borne.  More- 
tested  elections,  and  with  practices  over,  these  aie  things  the  right  of 
soch  as,  if  they  sacrificed  the  hal^  which  is  so  obvious  that  any  senator 
would  still  leave  them  noble  incomes,  with  common  sense  may  be  made  to 
Neither  would  they  act  without  prece-  see  the  propriety  of  supporting  theqa, 
dent;  they  have  the  good  example  of  though  he  might  find  much  difficulty 
Dr.  Radcliffe  before  them,  a  man  who  in  appreciating  the  value  of  a  modem 
probably  enjoyed  as  extensive  a  prac-  system  of  medical  reform. 

tice  as   any    of  them,  and  who  yet  — 

sat  in  several  parliaments,  and  then  UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

devoted  a  large  fortune  to  the  public  u.9.  »iasT  bxamination.— .1841.-^bza* 

service.    "Dr.  Clements  also,"  as  Dr.  mamation  foe  honovas. 

Maunseli  tdils  us, '*  for  many  years  re-  n^  ^a     ti  ,JIZ    .«     •      ,a»  « 

. ^   ,^.     .,   .        ,^    #rLvi-          J  Thurtday,  July  15th.-Monuiij,  10  to  K 

presented  the  Umvenity  of  Dublin  sand  .    .          ^  »>.    .  , 

A.fUuontM  and  Phynoiooy, 

the  truest-hearted  Irishman,  perhaps,  * 

that  ever  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  ^^^  v ,.»m  a»  J!T^^ 

was  Dr.  Lucas.''                          .,    ^     .  CandliUtet  may  inii«tr«te  th«ir  tiwwcn  by 

It  would  be  a  happy  thing  if  the  in*  ikrifhins  the  psitt  they  deicHbe. 

terests  of  the  profession  could  be  thus  I*  The  mnwdas  of  the  bMkof  the  neck, 

^pre^ted,  b-t  we  .tiu  think  tht  ^s^^.::::;^^:^^;;:^^ 

we  had  &r  better  remain  as  we  are  aeribe  the  posterior  sudboe  of  the  pkarjwoLt 

*^  unrepresented,    or   even   misrepre-  *od  the  psrts  which  tie  betweoa  the  pharynx 

•ented-than  www  to  the  ezpedieiit  of  f™*  «>>«  inner  »^jt  ttewnu.  of  tie 

t>aying  any  man,  medical  or  not,  to  be  pharynx  beng  opened  at  ito  postMior  part 

our  advocate.  Suoh  s  scheme  would  be  mud  hi  its  whole  length*  dssoriha  the  |Mits 


Mr.  KixRNAN  and  Professor  Sbabpky, 
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iU  arches,  muscles,  vessels,  and  nerres,  the     ^-^^.^^^^"/^  the  chloride  of 

2.  Give  an  account  of  the  «!vend  st™-    ^SJ^^^^'^the  eq»ivdent.of  ich  ? 
tore,  which  enter  into  fte  fonnabonoftte     *^  ™  °^^l^™  "Swlywd  ? 

r«Ug^a,Trhe".S^t"notTC  ys-Se^diHuat^teBeJeUoa'-aoctHne 

ui  uw  ftiouw-  I  ^^  ammonium. 

or  nads.  g   ^j^^^^  jg  bctizulc  ?    What  is  its  con- 
Afternoon,  8  to  6.  nection  with  the  volatile  oU  of  bitter  almonds 
1.  Commencmg  the  dissection  at  the  In-  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^ , 
teguments,  and  continaing  it  to  tiie  ant«nor         ^    Explain  the  formation  of  hydrocyanic 
surface  of  the  vertebral  column,  describe  the  ^.^  ^  ^^  ^^.^^  ahnond. 
parts  successively  met  with  in  a  portion  ot  tne 

neck  bounded  below  by  the  upper  part  of  Friday,  July  16.— Afternoon,  8  to«. 

the  sternum  and  the  first  pair  of  ribs,  above 

by  a  line  drawn  across  the  lower  part  of  the  Examiner,  Dr.  Percira. 

cricoid  cartilage,  and  on  the  sides  by  lines         ^    ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  per-centago  strength  of 

coresponding  to  the  external  margms  of  the  ^^  ^^^^  hydroeyanicum  dUutum,  Ph.  L  ? 

Bcaleni  antici  muscles.  ^      ^        ,  What  quantity  of  cyanide  of  silver  should 

2.  Describe  the  intmiate  structure  of  se-     ^^^      4  ^  ^^  :i^^  J^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^ 

creting  glands  in  general,  imd  the  yanehes  ^^  ^  6^^^^^^  ^^  ^,^^^  ^^  ^^^^ ,     State  the 

in  tiie  intimate  structure  observed  in  diffc-  ^,^3^^^^^^  ^f  cyanide  of  silver,  and  how 

rent  glands  of  the  human  body,  givmg  the  ^^^^  distinguish  it  from  chloride  of 

evidence  on  which  any  opimons  you  may  J^^^^     ^^  ^  ^^p^^  ^^  ^^^^  hydrocyanic 

state  are  founded.  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  prccipiUte  on  the  addition 

of  the  iodo-cyanide  of  potassium  and  mer- 

Friday,  July  16.— Morning,  10  to  1.  ^^^^  ^j^^^  inference  would  you  draw  there- 

Chemufry,  from  ?     State  the  composition  of  this  red 

Examiner,  Prof.  Danibll.  precipitate,  and  explain  the  chemical  changes 

1.  According  to  the  atomic  doctrine,  5a  which  occur  during  its  formation  under  the 
there  any.  and  what,  connection  between  the  above  circumstances.  .  ,  a  . 
atoms  of  bodies,  and  the  heat  and  electricity  2.  The  bottles  marked  respectively  A  and 
which  they  conUin  ?  B  contain  adulterated  powder  of  scammony : 

2.  Describe  and  explain  the  construction  -ou  are  required  to  apply  the  appropriate 
and  action  of  Harris's  unit-jar.  tests  [wMch  wUi  be  furnished:]  m  order  to 

3.  Describe  and  explain  the  construction  discover  the  nature  of  the  adulterating  matter 
and  action  of   Saxton's  magneto  -  electric  in  each.                                             . 
machine.  3.  Describe  the  mode  of  preparing  the 

4.  Supposing  a  portion  of  fused  chloride  gpiritu»  miherii  nitriei,  Ph.  L. ;  and  ex- 
of  lead,  and  an  aqueous  solution  of  sulphate  pigin  the  nature  of  the  principal  changes 
of  soda,  to  be  exposed  to  the  electrolytic  ^^^ch  occur  during  the  process.  What  is 
force  of  the  same  voltaic  current,  what  would  ^jje  composition  of  this  spirit?  To  what 
be  the  products  of  their  decomposition,  and  contaminating  matter  or  matters  do  you 
what  proportions  would  they  bear  to  each  aacribe  the  property  usually  possessed  by  the 
o^her  ?  spirit  of  nitric  ether  of  the  shops,  of  becoming 

5.  Tkking  the  composition  of  cane-sugar  olive-coloured  on  the  addition  of  protosul- 
to  be  C^a  ^n  ^n*  ^^"^  ™^*  ^'  become  pbate  of  iron,  and  blue  with  tincture  of 
modified  before  it  can  be  susceptible  of  the  gnaiacum  ? 

vinous  fermentation  ?  and  what  will  be  the  4.  State  what  are  the  symptoms  caused 

products  of  such  fermentation  ?  by  a  poisonous  dose  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  md 

6.  I  have  weighed  a  tube,  containing  an  what  remedial  means  you  would  have  immedi- 
organlc  substance  without  nitrogen,  to  be  ate  recourse  to  in  order  to  avert  deatff.  De- 
analysed,  and  found  its  weight  to  be  51  *610  scribe  thej9(»^mor^em  appearanceswhen  this 
grs.  s  havmg  emptied  It,  I  again  weighed  it,  poison  proves  fatal.  How  would  you  proceed 
and  found  the  weight  of  the  tube  to  be  to  detect  its  presence  in  the  contents  of  the 
48  '400  gr».  alimentary  canal  ?    Explain  the  nature  of  the 

The  substance  thus  transferred  was  mixed    chomical  changes  which  occur  on  the  addition 
with  oxide  of  copper,  exposed  to  heat,  and     of  the  several  tests. 
the  prodncto  collected  in  the  ubqb]  way.  5.  By  what  chemical  test  is  the  flour  of 
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white  mustard  seed  disthigiiished  fimn  that  bzamimatiox  roR  honours. 

of  black  rniuUrd  sw^?  f^j^  ^^^  ^  armngcd  in  the  order  of  pro- 
6.  Descnbe  the  effects,  uses,  modes  of  flciency.) 

»ir^inaerine,^i«>^otdviMi,  akatomt  a»d  »bt.ioloot. 

K  'C  ^Z,!f!J^^,  *?>  T'S.  ^A^  Ballard.  Edwart,  Dnlveniitv  CoUese. 

8.  Dmcribe,  in  botmilcal  language,  eomiMt  nua  Patrick>  Uoiveraitjr  College. 

yj  wUch  Ui/SSw»d  from  neighbour.    S^S*  Tl^Sl^i^'JjflKte'^: 
ingspeaes.  Davies,  John  Jones,   London   floroital.— Fox, 

,..,..  Joseph  John,  University  CoUege.— Swayne,  Jo- 

seph Griffiths,  Bristol  Medical  School. 


FIRST  EXAMINATIOM   FOR  THR  DB6RBB  OF 
BACHRLOR  OF  MRDICINB. 


CRTMisrar. 


J.  S.  HBN8I.0W. 

JoN.  Pbreira. 
VW.  Sharpbt. 


,  ,     ,^^,  Ballard,  Edward,  University  CoUece. 

July,  IMl.  SxhmtioH  and  GoMJfeda/.— Fox,  Joseph  John, 

Eighty  omdidates  presented  themsdvM  at  ^G^'^,^"i5!inan,  Thomas,  Kinr'sColleRe. 

this  examination.     The  followmg  is  a  list,  — Hnmble,  William  Edward,  UniversUy  Ck»Uege. 
alphabeticallr  arranged  in  two  diTisions,  of 

those  who  passed  :—  materia  mbdica  and  pharmaceutical 

lOM/Bv  wMw  |Jwa«M  CHYMI8TRY. 

Fir$t2)MHon.  „  ,    Inman,  Thomas.  King»rf  College. 

Medical  Sehoob.  BxMHiioH  €md   Gold   Medal.'-DKviM,  John 

Ballard,  Edward University  College.  Jones,  London  Hospital. 

Beaumont,  Henry University  Coll<«e.  Gold  Medal,— Tumon,  Alfred  John,  University 

Davies,  John  Jones London  Hospital.  College.  —Humble,  Wiluam  Edward,  University 

Davis,  John  Hall University  CoUege.  CoUege. 

Feamside,  Henry University  Collefce.  (J,  ¥.  Danieix. 

Fox,  Joseph  John University  CoUore.  p   irvn w a  w 

Ftancis,  I)ayr«U  Joseph  T.  Guy's  Hospital.  „                   '•  ^■»«'*^'f. 

Gsrrod,  Alfl^  Barinf  ....  University  College.  Jsaemmmert' 

Gull,  William  Withey Guv's  Hospital. 

Had  wen,  Arthur Umversity  CoUegre. 

Hudson,  John   Leeds,  &  Univ.  Coll. 

Humble,  William  Edward. .  J!i»iv«[8|5r  College.  At  the  late  B.  A.  examinations  for  honours, 

J^ui^mSl^:-::::  V^^:^  SilSS:  S^^S^l  Newth,  B.A   obtained  a  Certificate 

Inman,  Thomas King's  College.  m  Mathematics  and   Natural    Philosophy, 

Johnson,  George King's  College.  and    Samuel    Coulter    Davison.    B.A.    in 

tS£S?;KSr::::::::::  IfflS.'^'*'-  ^l-^c.     Both  the«,  genaemen-e  or  Uni. 

Matthew,  Thomas  Patrick..  University  CoUege.  versity  College. 

Parker,  Nicholas London  Hospital.  ., 

Raper,  William  Augustus . .  University  College. 

Swayne,  Joseph  Griffiths  ..  Bristol Med.SchooU  STETHOSCOPE. 

Tapson,  Alfred  Joseph  ....  University  Collie.  .^.^ 

Topham,John University  CoUqce. 

i^eeofuf  DMsian  ^  '**  Ediior  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Blake.  James University  College.  Sir, 

BlomfiekL  Thomas  Alfted. .  University  CoUege.  |   v«NTtia«   to   ntvnnw  »   aiMM   <«i   vnnr 

Bunce,  SUchard Bristol Med.Scli5)l.  *  ,^JT^."      ,  ^^^ \'^   in  your 

Evans.  John  University  College.  Taluable  joomal,  not  to  take  notice  of  Dr. 

Frands,  Charles  Richard  . .  MiddlesexHospital.  Bome's  very  nnjostifiable  cross-examination, 

SSS!S'M,Sr.:::::::::;  ?JSS"S8lSJ:  buttodojujtioetothet.ient«.dmg«nuityof 

Heath,  Georve  Yeoman ....  University  CoUege.  "^  excellent  and  mach-esteemed  physician. 

Jones,  Evan  BnmeU  Webb  Street.  to  whom  I  have  through  a  private  source 

Jones,  Thomss  Uoyd Pji;*"tej^H!f«-  lately  learned  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  first 

Langmore,  JohnC^^rtes  ..  Lon^^nrfosgt^  application  of  a  flexible  tube  for  the  pur- 

Martin,  Joseph  Telford   . .  J   ^^^  ,„  ireUmd.  pose  of  auscultation.   I  refer  to  Dr.  Stroud. 

Maynard,  Thomas  B.  B. . . .  BrutolMed^hool.  This  gentlemen,  about  twelve  years  ago,  first 

MStWa*!!*.::::::::::  webbSJL?"'**-  '^v^^^  ^^  v^^hm  of  hearing  the 

Noyea,Henry  George. Guy's  HospltaL  "^^"^  ^J  ^  ^.^  mwns  of  a  flexible 

Padley^Geoige....; Guy's  HospitaL  tube,  and  on  submitting  this  idea  t5  posi- 

Psley,  William London  Hospital.  tive  experiment  (which,  by  the  way,  was 

Sandan,  John 5  8t  "SSttilomew's  ^^^  ^  ****  ^^^  ^^  ^'-  Weedon,  the  sur- 

Smith,  Henry <  [         Hospital.  S^^al  instrument  maker),  he  was  gratified  by 

Staples,  Charles  Theodore  ^i^Sga^JP^^^  discovering  t^t  the  respiratory   murmurs 

WaAe,  Charles  Matthew  ..  Bristol  Med.School.  modity  the  length  of  the  tube  and  to  adapt 

Wtiham*,  WUliam  Henry . .  Univenity  CoUege.  a  metallic  ear-piece,  and  has    constantly 
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used  tfak  iAfltrmnent  ginoe.     Dr.  Stnmd  carefoUy  a  few  poimdtf  of  the  ektrici  for  dift« 

gave  an  account  of  bis  contrivance,   and  tribution,  ai  from  ita  nauieou  taate  it  mut 

presented  instruments  similarly  constructed  be  administered  in  pilla.     He  will,  Ukaefom^ 

to  several  pbysiciana,  and  among  others  to  furnish  any  gentieaaan  who  will  call  or  aend 

Dr.  Clendinmng  (who   for  eight  years  baa  his  card  with  a  sufficient  auaotity  for  two  or 

always  employed    the  flexible  tube).  Dr.  three  cases.    May  I  add  the  request  that  tbo 

Roge^«  and  to  Dr.  Bume,  whose  claims  to  result  of  the  experiments  may  be  forwarded 

originality,  at  least    on  this  point,  must  to  me,  to  be,  with  my  own,  arranged  for 

therefore  be  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  the  publication  in  the  Msdicai.  Gaexttb  ? 

Capnlets.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Dr.  I  am,  sir, 

Stroud  did  not  publish  an  account  of  this  Your  obedient  servant, 

instrument.    I  first  heard  of  the  employ-  John  Gabdnh. 

ment  of  the  flexible  tube  from  a  pupil  of  ^  ®??|ur^lS?  ****' 

Dr.  Claniinning ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  Juty  la,  wu 

hat  week  that  I  became  acquainted  with  the  ^^  ^^^  SPONTANEOUS  EVOLUTION 

real  history  of  the  contrivance;  and  was 

not  aware  that  Dr,  Bume  "  had  ever  dreamt  ^' 

of  using  a  flexible  tube''  for  auscultation  SULPHURETTED  HYDROGEN  intbb 

until  some  time  after  the  publication  of  my  WATERS  OF  THE  WESTERN 

paper,  in  December,  when  I  was  first  in-  nriAftT  nw  kvomk 

formed  of  it  by  my  brother.  Dr.  Frederick  ^UA8>1  UJf  Ajriui^A, 

Bird,  to  whom  Dr.  Bume  has  so  unjusti-  AND  OF  OTHER  LOCAUTUS. 

fiably  alluded,  as  the  medium  through  which  £y  j  YtL^DHRic  Danibll 

I  had  attempted  to  rob  him  of  a  oontriTance  ,„,  g^  ^j  p^  j,^  ,„           '  ,3^ 

to  which  it  now  appears  he  has  not  the  London,  &c.               ~™»'^ 

?^'5S,\I'^ t  nlrSrCnW  »d  [Concluded  from  p.g<  673.] 

the.  future,  before  ne  prefers  the  serious  ana  ___^ 

important  charp  of  plagiarism  against  any  Xhe    analysis  of    sea    watein    generally, 

one.  he  wiU  take  c»re  to  ascertam  whether  ^^  these  analyses  in  particular,  2iow  that 

It  be  well  grounded.     As  the  matter  now  ^  Urge  proportion  of  sulphates  is  always  pre- 

stan^,  aU  the  remarks  leveJled  at  me  by  >ent  in  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 

Dr.  Bume  apply  mutaits  mutandis  to  him-  extensive  mud-banks  must  be  formed  at  the 

self.— I  remain,  sir,  „o^g  of  ^  ^^i^^  ^^^^   ^^^  ^ 

Your  obedient  servMt,  tropics,con8i8tingchieflyof  vegetabledetritua, 

troLDiNO  BIRD.  i^  ^^  ^^^  ^^i^  ^^adtk  IS  most  fiivouraWe 

Wilmington  Square,  July  16, 1841.  for  this  action. 


Since  my  report  to  the  Admiralty  upon 

AN  INDIGENOUS  REMEDY  FOR  ^J/L^^l* vl  — ""^  "*?  i'  ffff  '^  ^ 

r«/^xTr^T>ntrrcA  '^'^''^^'  ««  CAiwie  for  July  1840,  by  Dr. 

UONORRHCEA.  Amedee  Fontan,  upon  the  Mineral  Waters  of 

Germany,  Belgium,  Switaerknd,  and  Savoy, 

7b  the  Editor  (if  the  Medical  Gazette.  in  which  he  auggesta  that  the  presence  of 

gj^  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  those  waters  may 

.     .       '..     ..        ,^  .                .  be  owing  to  the  decomposition  of  the  sulphates 

As  I  consider  It  would  be  a  very  important  which  they  contain  by  vegetable  mattera, 

addition  to  our  materia  medica  to  obtam  a  remarking  that  many  of  them,  which  contain 

remedy  for    gonorrhoea  in  an    indigenous  litUe  of  that  gas  at  their  sources,  acquire 

plant,  I  hasten  to  request  you  wiU   make  more  of  it  by  their  flow  through  the  soil, 

known  through  your  journal  that  it  is  be-  There  can  be  Httle  doubt  of  the  correctneaa 

Heved  such  a  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  of  this  opinion. 

Senecis  Jacob«»,  or  ragwort.     It  docs  not  A  curiona  fact  has  also  been  brought  to 

fall  to  my  lot  to  have  sufficient  cases  of  my  recollection  by  my  inend  Mr.  Fownea, 

gonorrhoea  to  furnish  very  conclusive  evidence  with  regard  to  a  spontaneous  change  which 

upon  the  value  of  a  new  remedy ;  and  as  it  a  solution  of  litmus  undergoes  when  excluded 

happens  that  if  a  delay  of  a  fewweeks  should  from  theair.     It  becomesof  a  brown  colour, 

occur  (Ksfore  it  is  tried  m  a  sufficient  number  but  still  it  is  not  spoiled,  for  the  colour  is 

of  cases,  the  plant  will  be  out  of  season,  and  restored  by  exposure  to  air. 

not  obtainable  tffl  next  year,  I  have  deemed  M.   Vogel  (Ed.  Jouni.   31,  1J57),  who 

It  best,  therefore,  though  somewhat  irregular,  inquired  into  this  curious  feet,  found  that 

to  request  through  your  pages  that  some  the  solution   always  contains  sulphate    of 


chemist,  of  22,  Condqlt  Street,  to  prepare    u  owing.      A  lew  drops  of  sulphunstted 
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hydrogea  tolatioii  prodiue  the  aaine  effiDot  have  been  ezpoied  to  the  deleterioiuiQiliienoe 

in  a  few  days ;  the  loliition  becomes  brown,  in  small  quantities. 

but  speedily  reooren  its  colour  npon  oontsct  The  symptoms,  in  cases  where  this  gas  is 

with  air.    This  case  is  the  more  faiterestiug,  breathed  in  a  state  of  oonoentration.  well 

inasmach  as  the  gas  never  exbts  in  sufficient  known  to  medical  meoi  are  sadden  weakneis, 

proportion  to  be  diaoorerable  by  the  nsoal  and  all  the  signs  of  asphyxia :  the  individual 

testi ;  nevertheleM  it  acts  in  time  minute  beeomes  suddenly  weak  and  insensible :  foils 

quantities  with  great  energy.  down,    and    almost    immediately    expires. 

But  now  a  much  more  important  and  When  the  exposure  has  been  too  sUghtT  to 

interesting  question  than  that  of  the  preser-  cause  serious    mischief,    the  individual  is 

vation  of  the  copper  sheathing  of  ships  forces  affected    with  sickness,  colic,    imperfectly 

itself  upon  our  attention,  and  that  is,  whether  defined  pains  in  the  chest,  and  lethargy, 

the  existence  of  this  deleterious  gas  in  the  Now  can  it  be  deemed  at  all  improbable 

atmosphere,  which  must  necessarily  acoom-  that  an  sgent  which  is  capable  of  acting  with 

pany  its  solution  in  the  waters,  may  not  be  this  severity  as  a  direct  poison,  when  mixed 

connected  with  that  awftil  miasma  which  has  In  no  very  high  proportion  with  the  atmos- 

hitherto  proved  so  fotal  to  the  explorers  and  phere,  should  in  still  less  quantities  greatly 

settlers  of  the  deadly  shores  of  Afrioa ;  and  aggravate  symptoms  of  morbific  action,  which 

whether,  if  so,  science  may  not  suggest  may  possibly  have    their  origin    in  other 

something  to  palliate  an  evil  which  is  so  causes? 

dreadfully  opposed  to  the  pn%ress  of  dvili-  In  the  very  expedition,  from  the  account 

cation  in  those  parts.  of  which  I  have  already  quoted  an  extract, 

When  this  matter  was  first  brought  under  a  circumstance  occurred  which  Is  almost  an 

my  consideration,  I  was  surprised  that  the  experimental  confirmation  of  these  views, 

nauseous  smell  which  must  necessarily  be  The  first  sickness  and  death  in  that  expedition 

evolved  from  water  impregnated  with  this  began  at  Cape  Coast  Castle;  three  died  before 

gas,  at  so  high  a  temperature  as  that  of  the  entering  the  river,  and  the  great  mortality 

equinoctial  regions,  had  not  been  noticed,  took  place  before  they  reached  Damuggoo  at 

I  have  in  consequence  turned  to  some  of  the  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  Delta,  where 

aoeoonts  of  the  late  travels  in  Africa,  toseekfor  they  only  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-six 

evidence  upon  the  subject;  and  inthenarrative  days,  from  the  11th  of  October  to  the  I6th 

of  an  expedition  into  the  interior  of  Afiica,  by  of  November,  or  twenty-seven  from  their 

the  river  Niger,  by  Macgregor  Laird  and  entrance  of  the  river  N6n. 

R.  A.  B.  Oldfield,  I  found  the  fbllowing  im-  Now  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  just 

portant  observations :-—  before  entering  the  river,  in  **  breaking  out" 

*'The  principal  predisposing  causes  of  the  the  hold  to  lighten  the  vessel,  it  was  dis- 

awful  mortality,  were  in  my  opinion  the  covered  that  Uie  cause  of  a  "disagreeable 

sudden  change  firom  the  open  sea  to  a  narrow '  vapour,  from  which  they  had  long  suffered, 

and  winding  river,  the  want  of  the  sea  breese,  was,  that  the  bags  containiug  the  cocoa  had 

and  the  prmlenoe  of  the  deadly  miasma,  to  rotted,  and  the  cocoa  had  faUen  into  the  salt 

which  we  were  nightly  exposed  from  the  sur-  bilge-water,    and   there    become    putrid." 

rounding  swamps.      The  horrid  nekemng  Here,  then,  were  the  very  ingredients  for 

tfencAofthismiasmamustbeexperiencedtobe  generating  sulphuretted  hydrogen  to  a  great 

conceived :  no  description  of  it  can  convey  extent :    the    lamentable    consequence    has 

to  the  mind  the  wretched  sensation  that  is  been  before  alluded  to,  namely,  three  deaths 

felt  for  some  time  before  and  after  daybreak,  before  reaching  the  river.    There  can  indeed 

In  those  accursed  swamps,  one  is  oppressed  be  no  doubt  that  the  disagreeable  eflluvium 

not  only  bodily  but  mentally  with  an  in-  of  bilge-water,  which  hM  been  carelessly 

describable  feeling  of    heaviness,  languor,  left  undisturbed  for  a  long  time,  is  owing  to 

nausea,  and  disgust,  which  requires  a  con-  similar  decomposition, 

■iderable  effort  to  shake  off."  Itis  doubtlesstbe  same  circumstance  which 

Now,  these  observations  were  made  in  the  renders    Mangrove  swamp    so  notoriously 

very  locality  from  ^riiidi  some  of  the  fijrst  pestilential  in  all  parts  of  the  torrid  xone. 

waters  which  I  examined  were  taken,  and  Tlie  tree  only  thrives  in  salt  water,  and  its 

nothing  more  is    wanting  to  identify  the  decayed  fblisge  is  admirably  adapted  to  act 

cause    of   the  rapid  decay  of   the  ship's  upon  the  sulphates ;  and  it  accounts  for  the 

oopper  with  that  of  the  mortality  of  the  obeervation,  that  malarious  fevers  diminish 

climate,  as  we  recede  from  the  coast,  although  swamp 

It  has  been  experimentally  found,  that  so  and  rank  vegetation  may  still  prevail, 

small  a  mixture  as  a  fifteen  hundredth  part  Tlie  close  investigation  which  I  have  since 

of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  atmosphere,  given  to  the  subject,  more  and  more  convince 

acts  as  a  direct  poison  upon  small  animals,  me  that  the  worst  cases  of  malaria  are 

and  the  sensations  of  languor,  and  nausea,  de-  generally  connected  with  the  presence  of 

scribed  by  Mr.   Laird,  are  exactly  those  sulphuretted  hydrogen, 

which  have  been  experimed  by  persons  who  There  is  a  paper*  in  the  tweoty-ninyi 
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▼olame  of  the  Antutiet  de  ChimU,  p.  225,  inhabitants  of  the  eoaiitry,miiehnoverapid]^ 

by  Signor  Gaetano  Giorgini,   which  offers  did  a  stranger  suffer  from  the  deleterioiu 

the  strongest  possible  conftnnation  of  my  atmosphere ;  one  single  night,  in  the  months 

opinion.  of  Angnst  and  September,  causing  inevitable 

'*  The  observation  of  Signor  Giorglni  has  death  to  the  incautiona  traveller  who  shoiild 

been  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  stay  so  long  in  this  infested  country, 
hi  the  neighbourhood  of  certain  marshes  on        *'  Such  was  the  state  of  things  until  1741. 

the  borders  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  by  Previous  to  that  time,  Gemignano  Rondeili, 

reference  to  historical  data,  and  various  do-  Eustaohio  Manfredi,  and  Bemardiao  Zen- 

euments,  he  has  proved  the  great  importance  droni,  had  successively  insisted  upon  the 

which  attaches  to  the  circumstance  of  their  necessity  of  ezcludhig  the  sea  fh>m  these 

being,  at  times,  in  oommonication  with  the  marshes;  and,  in   1740-41,  a  alniee,  with 

sea,  so  as  to  have  a  mixture  formed  between  folding  doors,  competent  to  give  emission  to 

their  waters  and  that  of  the  sea.    Both  ancient  the  waters  of  the  marsh,  but  prevent  the  sen 

and  modem  authors  have  announced  the  from  entering,  was  constructed  at  the  nMmih 

fatal  effects  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Burlamaoca.    The  most  complete  and 

of  marshes  by  such  mixture,  and  a  local  unexpected    success    immediately    followed 

belief  of  the  same  thing  is  very  common  and  upon,  and  has  continued  with,  this  work, 

strong.  The  year  after  ita  completion  there  were  no 

'*  On  the  south  of  the  Ligurian  Apennines  appearances  of  the  terrible  maladies  whichpre- 

is  a  marshy  shore,  bounded  on  the  west  for  viously  appeared  every  year.    The  inhabitanta 

twelve  miles  by  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  soon  recovered  health,  iuid  the  land  being  very 

south  by  the  river  Serchio,  and  on  the  north  fertile,  the  population  rapidly  increased,  and 

by  the  river  Frigido,  a  torrent  commencing  is  increasing  at  this  moment.     Viareggio 

at  the  foot  of  the  Apennines,  in  the  state  of  has  become  a  considerable  town,  and  so 

Massa  di   Carrara,   running  three  or  four  completely  has  all  suspicion  of  its  insalubrity 

miles  over  the  land,  and  then  falling  into  the  disappeared,  that  the  first  families  of  the  city 

aea.     The  plain  is  from  two  to  four  miles  of  Lucca  have  for  years  built  their  summer 

wide,  and  is  traversed  by  a  few  short  torrents  seats  there.      Notwithstanding  the  snooesa 

or  streams  ;    among  these  are  the  rivers  of  the  precautions  taken  at  this  part  of  the 

Camajore    and  Pietra  Santa,  which  divide  coast,  the  neighbouring  parts  were  long  left 

the  plain  into  three  separate  basins.    The  a  prey  to  the  destroying  influence  of  the 

rain  and  spring  waters  which  flow  into  the  mixed  marsh-waters ;   and  the  inhabitants 

three  basins  mentioned,  are  slowly  discharged  around  the  basins  of  Motrone  and  Perotto 

into  the  sea  by  natural  or  artificial  canals,  were  not  considered  until  the  year   1804. 

penetrating  the  sand-bank,  which  exist  on  In  the  years   1809,   1810,    1811,    similar 

the  sea-aide.  means  were  taken,  with  the  best  effects  to 

**The  level  of  these  stagnant  waters  is  'the  inhabitants  of  Montignosso  and  the 
between  that  of  high  and  low  water  in  the  vicinity;  and,  in  1812,  a  aluice  was  con- 
neighbouring  sea  ;  there  being  but  little  struct»l  on  the  Cinquale,  which  perfected 
difference  between  these  two  points  in  this  the  arrangements  in  this  part,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  Mediterranean.  In  this  state  of  large  portion  of  country  equally  healthy  with 
things,  formerly,  when  the  waters  of  the  sea  Viareggio.  To  complete  the  arrangement, 
rose  from  any  circumstance  (unless  the  it  was  now  only  required  to  guard  the  ditchea 
waters  of  the  marshes  were  very  high),  they  of  Motrone  and  Tonfhlo  with  aluioea ;  the 
used  to  return  up  the  ditches,  fill  the  basins,  former  was  finished  in  1819,  and  the  latter 
and  inundate  the  country  to  the  foot  of  the  in  1821.  Since  that  time  the  diseases  of 
mountains ;  and  with  a  north-west  wind,  the  malaria  have  ceased  so  entirely  at  all  pointa, 
waves  used  to  penetrate  with  force  to  the  that  no  other  dangers  are  now  incurred 
interior.  The  mixture  of  fresh  and  salt  regarding  the  insalubrity  of  the  atmosphera 
water  thus  formed,  and  which,  in  summer,  than  such  as  may  arise  from  neglect  of  theae 
was  rarely  changed,  became  corrupt,  and  sluices,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
spread  infection  over  the  neighbourhood  of  should  regard  as  their  palladium." 
the  most  destructive  kind.  I  should  weary  you  were  I  to  multiply 

*'  In  this  way  the  effects  of  the  malaria  examples  of  the  existence  of  the  worst  forms 

were  reproduced  annually  in  the  neighbouring  of  malaria  in  places  which  we  now  know 

country,  with  all  their  peculiar  horrors :  the  combine  all  the  necessary  circumstanoea  for 

population,  though  small,  presented  fbeble  the  generation  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen, 
inmnts  and  diseased  men,  old  age  being        In  Mr.  Darwin's  interestmg  Journal  of 

unknown  there.     All  attempts  to  avoid  the  the  Voyage  of  the  Adventure  and  Bei^le,  he 

soourgp     yv  living  on  the  hills,  or  m  the  speaks  of  several  such  places,  especially  m 

interi'^        >  >   'i^quenting  the  plain  when  the  Peru,    in  connexion  with  the  weU-known 

busiTi'^  •>  "^"^Hon  essen^y  required  it,  eflectsof  miasma,  but  not  with  any  suspicion 

wer*^     ...  r  ri>ll  "^''^fa|MU^'*S9!!'^  of  the  real  origin  of  the  evil.     He  mentions 

»"*  '  ■^■■•^Ae  repeatedly  the  effiorescenee  of  the  sulphates 
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of  magnesia  and  aoda  upon  the  soil,  and  off  Barmouth,  North  Wales ;  also  from 
that  the  mud  of  the  saline  lakes  is  "  black,  Aberystwith  and  Tenby,  in  South  Wales,  and 
and  had  a  foetid  odour."  The  inhabitants  he  observes,  **  In  some  of  the  bottles  firom  the 
suffer  in  such  situations  from  the  worst  English  coast  the  large  proportion  of  sulphu- 
attacks  of  ague.  He  remarks,  p.  447,  "  The  retted  hydrogen  was  very  striking :  both  in 
attacks  of  illness  which  arise  from  miasma  smeUand  taste  it  was  converted  into  a  strong 
never  fail  to  appear  most  mysterious.  T}ie  and  sulphurous  water."  He  seems  to  think 
miasma  is  not  always  produced  by  a  that  the  accidental  presenoe  of  some  of  the 
luxuriant  vegetation  with  an  ardent  climate ;  sealing-wax  with  which  the  bottles  were 
for  many  parts  of  Braxil,  -even  where  there  closed,  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
are  marshes  and  a  rank  vegetation,  are  much  the  generation  of  the  gas. 
more  healthy  than  this  stenle  coast  of  Peru."  By  the  kindness  of  Sir  Isambard  Brunei, 
"  So  difficult  is  it  to  judge  from  the  aspect  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  particulars  of 
of  a  country  whether  or  not  it  is  healthy,  a  very  remarkable  phsnomenon  of  this  kind, 
that  if  a  person  had  been  told  to  choose  which  attended  the  progress  of  the  Thames 
within  the  tropics  a  situation  appearing  Tunnel,  and  which  prov^  of  great  annoyance, 
fovourable  for  health,  very  probably  he  would  and  was  the  cause  of  great  suffering  to  some 
have  named  this  coast."  of  the  workmen.  This  was  the  evolution  of 
Its  peculiarity  consists  in  the  saline  great  quantities  of  carburetted  hydrogen 
efflorescence  upon  its  soil,  of  which  the  sul-  mixed  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gases, 
phates  of  magnesia  and  soda  constitute  a  In  1837  the  smell  was  extremely  foetid, 
very  great  proportion.  **  It  frequently  rushed  out  from  between  the 
May  not  the  jungle  fever  in  India  depend  small  boards  of  the  shield,  used  to  scour  the 
for  much  of  its  malignity  upon  the  same  ground  with  great  force,  bursting  into  a 
cause  ?  The  soil  in  many  parts  abounds  not  flame,  which  sometimes  extended  over  some 
only  with  the  nitrates  of  potassa  and  soda,  feet,  and  was  generally  accompanied  by  a 
but  the  sulphates  of  soda  and  magnesia ;  loud  roaring  or  hissing  noise." 
these  become  washed  down  by  the  periodical  In  1838,  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  was 
rains,  and  mingling  with  the  decaying  leaves,  unaccompanied  by  the  great  quantity  of 
the  mutual  reaction  takes  place.  carburetted  hydrogen  with  which  it  had 
Is  it  not  worthy  again  of  the  most  exact  been  previously  mixed,  but  its  effects  upon 
inquiry,  whether  the  fevers  which  periodically  the  men  were  very  severe,  producing  sick- 
aflliot  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Chariea-  ness,  giddiness  and  fainting,  pains  in  the 
town,  in  America,  may  not  be  connected  head,  and  in  one  case  delirium, 
with  the  mixture  of  animal  and  vegetable  The  source  of  this  enormous  production  of 
substances  with  the  sea  water  in  their  lower  gas  may  probably  have  been  the  deposits  of 
districts,  where  they  usually  originate ;  and  aninud  and  vegetable  matters  in  the  mud  of 
whether  an  attentive  examination  will  not  the  river,  acting  however  by  the  sulphates, 
prove,  that  the  same  impregnation  of  sul-  which  are  contained  in  the  former,  in  a  man- 
phurelted  hydrogen,  which  we  have  established  ner  perfectly  similar  to  that  which  we  have 
upon  the  African  coast,  exists  at  the  mouth  traced  on  the  sulphates  in  the  sea  water, 
of  the  vast  rivers  of  the  American  continent  ?  And  here  again  it  may  be  asked,  as  with 
Indeed  I  have  been  informed  by  an  officer  regard  to^the  injurious  effects  of  sulphuretted 
high  in  the  naval  service,  that  during  the  hydrogen  upon  the  copper  of  ships,  can 
war  instances  of  the  rapid  decay  of  ship's  science  indicate  a  remedy,  as  well  as  point 
oopper,  similar  to  that  upon  the  African,  to  the  cause  of  the  disease  ?  And  again  I 
were  noticed  upon  the  West- Indian  station,  would  reply,  that  by  furnishing  an  easy  me- 
To  bring  the  matter  nearer  home.  Is  it  thod  of  detecting  the  evil,  she  furnishes  yon 
impossible  that  the  minor  insalubrity  of  parts  with  timely  warning  to  fly  from  the  infected 
of  our  own  co^st,  such  as  that  of  Essex,  regions.  No  vessel  should  be  allowed  to 
may  have  some  reference  to  the  same  causes  cast  anchor  or  linger  in  sulphuretted  waters, 
acting  in  minor  degrees  ?  The  mud  of  the  But  if  paramount  duty  should  oppose  itself 
river  Thames  may  surely  produce  the  same  to  such  a  course,  we  have  a  certain  remedy 
decompositions  of  the  sulphates  in  the  sea  to  propose.  Yon  have  seen  how  instantly 
water  as  that  which  we  have  traced  in  other  chlorine  destroys  the  gas.  Chlorine  and 
places.  I  And  that  there  is  a  prevalent  idea,  sulphuretted  hydrogen  cannot  coexist  to- 
which  deserves  investigation,  that  the  ships  gether.  Plentiful  fumigations  of  chlorine . 
in  the  Medway  are  liable  to  greater  waste  of  would  therefore  infallibly  prevent  the  dele- 
their  copper  than  those  at  Woolwich,  or  other  terious  effects ;  and  the  antidote  Is  at  once 
places  on  the  Thames.  dieap,  and  incapable,  under  proper  manage- 
Within  the  past  week  I  have  seen  in  the  ment,  to  produce  any  injurious  effects  to 
number  of  liebig's  Annahm  for  January*  counterbalance  its  advantages, 
last,  that  Dr.  Clemm  examined  some  water  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  received 
taken  up  in  December  1839,  in  the  open  sea  these  suggestions  with  indulgence,  and  have 
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grren  initractbiis  to  their  cruiBen  npoa  the 
African  ooast  to  test  the  waters  at  regular 
Intervals.  They  have  also  abundantly  rap- 
plied  the  African  oqiedition  with  the  means 
of  chlorine  fumigation  ;  and  I  have  the 
gratification  of  knowing  that  the  views  which 
I  have  now  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to 
you,  have  tended  to  give  confidence  not  only 
to  the  gallant  band  who  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  one  of  the  most  disinterested  en- 
terprises which  ever  emanated  fkt>m  pure 
Christian  charity,  but  to  the  numerous  friends 
who  wait  the  result  with  anxiety. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

The  Fourth  Fasciculus  of  Anatomical 
Drawings,  selected  from  the  Collection  of 
Morbid  Anatomy  in  the  Army  Medical  Mu- 
seum at  Chatham.  Drawn  on  stone  by 
Geoige  N.  Ford.  Taylor,  Fleet  Street. — 
(Some  very  valuable  specimens  of  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  great  vessels,  capitally  exe- 
cuted.) 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  GBNTLBMBN  AOMXTTBD  MBMBBB8. 

Friday,  Julif  9. 
John  W.  OriiBth.~T.  B.  Flower.— Henry  Cox 
Ooodlake.— Peter  Leigh.— Charles  O.  Woodford. 
— Thomas  Otbame.— John  O.  Taylor.— Henry 
C  Stewart.— William  Lane.— William  Moorhead. 
—Thomas  Stack. 

Fridajf,  Juiy  16. 
J.  J.  E.  Porter.  ^  J.   Henderson.  -~  B.  W. 
Waters.  —  J.  P.  LawreDce.  —  B.   Blaine.  —  R. 
Aostin.— R.  PIncott.— J.  Scott  —J.  Jeflker. 

Monday^  July  19. 
D.  K.  Jones.— J.  Coventry.— J.  P.  Porter.— 
J.  Innet.— J.  Jee.— B.  Gregory.— W.  Skinner.— 
T.  J.  Starling.  ^ W.  R.  fi.  Salmon.- W.  W. 
Onll.— D.  Wheeler. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OBNTLBMBN  WHO  HATB  RBCBIYBD 
CBBTIPICATB8. 

7%ur9dayt  June  24,  1841. 
Thomas  FotherBiiU  M'Kay,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne.— Wm.  Newton*  NewoasUe-upon-Tjme.— 
Anthony  Collins  Brownlesa,  Groondberst.— John 
Wilson  Croker  Pennell,  Whitehaven< — John  Wil- 
liams, Swansea.— Samuel  Seeker,  Wakefield.— 
George  Thomas  Oanntlett,  Olney,  Bucks.— John 
Oodi^ey  Batcheler.  Southwell.  Notts.— John 
Lambert,  Edinburgh. 

Tkuriday,  July  1. 
James  ftnn  Harris,  Gowes,  Isle  of  Wight.— 
John  Ward,  Sheemess.— George  Cofdy  Bdwarda, 

Tkurtdmy,  July  8. 
J.  Prentice,  Lowestoife.  —  R.  T.  Tuker.  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon.—W.  Stewart,  Glasgow.— John 
M*Intyre,  Mnthill,  Perthshire.— W.  Smith.  Scot- 
land.—T.  Robinson,  South  Bvk,  nesr  HuU.— 
James  Ellison  Whale,  Peterborough. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  F0R  THB 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  aH 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week^  ending 
Saturday,  the  10th  July,  1841. 

Small  Pox 15 

Measles SI 

Scarlatina  18 

Hooping  Cough  19 

Cronp  s 

Thrash    10 

Diarrhcea    6 

Dysentery 4 

Cholera 0 

Inllaensa 1 

Typhus    19 

Erysipelas 9 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brsin,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  ia 
Diseases  of  the  Longs,  and  other  Oigaas  of 

Respiration HI 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  19 
Diseases  of  the  Stomsch,  Liver,  and  other 

Organsof  Digestion  99 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  lee 9 

Childbed 4 

Ovarian  Dropsy 0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  ftc 9 

Bhemnatism 9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Ulcer    O 

Fistula   O 

Disesses  of  Skin,  Aec O 

Disessesof  UncerUinSeat 99 

Old  Affe  or  Natnral  Decay 49 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    19 

Causes  not  spedfled  8 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 7S9 
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Ktpt «/  Edmomton,  Latitude  51<>  37'  32"^ 
Lonyitude  (P  3'  51"  W.  iff  Greeuwick. 


JmIw, 
Wednesday  14 

THBaMOMBTSa. 

BAaOMBTBB. 

from  44  to  64 

99-67  to  99-66 

Thursday  .  16 

48     84 

98-67       99^ 

Friday.  .  .  16 

60      99 

99*80       99« 

Saturday  .  17 

44      86 

99-94       9^96 

Sunday  .  .  18 

48      6S 

99*69       Sr76 

Monday .  .  19 
Tuesday    .90 

48      69 

99*74       99*79 

68      6S 

9969       9r90 

Joh- 


July  15. 


Winds,  S.W.  and  N.W.  on  the  14th:  W.  •«» 
N.  on  ibe  19th ;  8.B.  and  N.B.  on  the  l6Ch*,  8.B. 
on  the  17th;  N.andW.onthe  19th;  S.W.onthe 
19th  and  90th. 

On  the  14th,  generally  ctoudy ;  rainintheafter^ 
noon.  The  16tD,  mominr  clear,  otherwise  over- 
cast; a  violent  storm  of  thunder  and  vivid  lifht* 
Bin;,  accompanied  with  heavy  nin,  from  afioat 
one  till  seven  p.m.  The  I6tti,  eveaina  deari 
otherwise  cloudy.  The  17th,  clear.  Ae  I9lh, 
cloudy ;  rain  at  times*  The  19th,  etcninr  Qver^ 
cast;  otherwise  clear.  The  90Ch,  general ovsi^ 
cast,rslniB9  freqoently  dniinf  tneoay)  diatant 
thunder  about  cfeven  a.m. 

Rain  fUlen,  1  incii  and  "07  of  an  inch. 

CB4BLB8  ISxXfKt  A9AM9. 
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LECTURES  circalation  of  air,  and  where  the  inhabitanta 

are  exposed  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun, 

ONTHB  ^j^^  1^  ^g  reflection    of  them  from   the 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  «>c^t» ;   and  also  to  effluvia  from  marshes. 

PHYSIC  It  is  in  the  filthy  habitations  built  in  these 

'  close,  hot,  andhumidsituationSf  that  cretinism 

Diiipered  at  King'i  CoUege,  London,  abounds  most    The  chUdren  that  are  taken 

away  from  the  low  valleys,  and  carried  up, 

Bt  Dr.  Watson.  when  young,  into  the  high  grounds,  escape 

the  disease ;  or  even  get  the  better  of  it  if 

Lbcturk  XIiIII  removed  soon  enough.  And  the  amendment 
(Concluded.)  ^  "^^  ^  ^  perceptible  even  in  a  very  few 
^  J  I  J  *  •  1  JL.^4  4  ^y*  'Hiese  facts  have  led  many  persons  to 
CrtHmam. — MtdieaiandiWffieai  treatment  conclude  that  cretinism,  if  not  bronchocele, 
of  bronehoeeU.  depends  on  some  condition  of  the  air.  It 
Cretinism  has  a  close,  but  an  ill-under-  appears  to  me  probable  that  the  exciting 
stood,  connexion  with  goitre.  Wherever  cause  of  both  is  the  same,  and  that  the  local 
cretinism  is  endemic,  bronchocele  never  fails  circumstances  just  now  mentioned  operate  as 
to  be  abundant.  But  bronchocele  may  pre-  predisposing  causes  only.  Cretinism,  as 
vail  in  a  place  where  there  are  no  cretins,  well  as  goitre,  was  observed,  by  Ramond,  in 
With  but  few  exceptions,  cretins  are  goi-  the  "open,  well- watered,  and  well-venti- 
trous;  whereas  many  of  thq^  who  have  lated  valleys  of  the  Pyrenees." 
bronchocele  are  not  affected  with  cretinism.  There  are  some  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
The  two  disorders  either  spring  from  the  same  implicit  reception  of  the  opinions  formed  by 
cause,  requiring  for  their  joint  production  Mr.  McClelland  and  by  others,  respecting 
that  this  cause  diouldbe  in  active  operation ;  the  origin  of  these  dishes.  And  the  facts 
or,  if  they  have  separate  causes,  these  fr«s-  upon  which  those  opinibns  are  grounded  are 
quentiy  co-exist  and  act  in  combination.  It  not  without  apparent  exceptions.  Moreover, 
h  said,  I  know  not  with  what  accuracy,  that  the  actual  substance  whidi  exercises  or  con- 
when  both  parents  are  goitrous  for  two  gene-  fers  the  noxious  power  has  yet  to  be  as* 
rations  in  succession,  the  offspring,  being  in  oertained.  This  etiological  problem,  so 
the  third  generation,  are  sure  to  be  cretins,  full  of  interest,  is  not  solved.  One  step 
Certainly  cretinism  is  most  common  where  more,  and  probably  one  step  only,  remains 
bronchocele  is  most  common,  and  especially  to  be  taken.  We  look  to  ^the  medical 
in  mountainous  places.  It  occurs  in  the  geologist  for  its  complete  solution ;  and  I 
Pyicaces  as  well  as  in  the  Alp9,  in  themoun-  trust  that,  now,  we  have  not  long  to  look. 
tains  of  Syria,  in  tiie  hilly  parts  of  China,  The  deleterious  agent  has  been  traced,  with 
and  in  the  Himalayan  regions.  Yet  cretinism  tolerable  certainty,  to  water :  and  thence  to 
is  oonflned  within  much  more  limited  bounds  some  element  of  the  soil  washed  by  that  water. 
tiian  goitre.  Saussure,  Foder6,  and  Dr.  And  if  what  at  present  is  probable  only. 
Reeve,  agree  entirely  as  to  the  circumstances  shall  hereafter  be  proved, — ^namely,  that  the 
under  which  cretinism  appears  to  be  most  hidden  cause  of  goitre  and  of  cretinism  lurks 
commonly  engendered  in  Switzerland.  They  in  some  chemicail  quality  of  man's  natural 
say  that  the  disease  is  usually  met  with  in  beverage — it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that 
vabeys  which  are  nearly  surrounded  by  high  chemistry  will  be  found  ready  to  supply  a 
and  steep  rocks,  where  there  is  but  little  simple  and  effectual  corrective  of  the  eviL 

713.— XXVIII.  2  Z 
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This  hope  it  is  which  makes  it  so  important  carious  specimens  of  the  manner  in 
that  medical  men  should  be  accaratelj  pos-  the  human  mind  striTca  to  accomit  lor  oh- 
sesaedof  the  present  state  and  bearings  of  the  acure  phmomena  ;  and  as  shewing  liow 
question ;  and  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  readily  facts  may  be  cilled  and  pressed  into 
every  opportunity  that  may  arise  for  its  the  service  of  very  slender  and  infirm  hypo- 
practical  determination.    For  surely  it  would    theses. 

be  a  noble  achievement  of  our  art,  and  a  Treatmmi  of  Bronehocele.  —  One  very 
signal  blessing  provided  for  hundreds  of  important  point  in  the  treatment  is  obvious; 
human  beings  yet  unborn,  thus  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  patient,  when  that  can  be 
the  deformity,  the  discomfort,  and  the  some-  done,  from  the  infested  locality.  When  this 
times  danger,  of  bronchocele ;  and  to  forbid,  has  been  effected,  or  when  the  disorder  occora 
in  its  very  source  and  fountain,  the  more  sporadically,  as  it  sometimefl  does,  we  may 
hideous  and  loathsome  disfigurement,  of  aidminister  drugs  witb  better  hope  and  ad- 
mind  as  well  as  of  body,  that  distiDguishes  the  vantage.  Now  a  great  variety  of  empirical 
wretched  cretin.  remedies  have  been  recommended  for  the  cure 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  tell  you,  that  other    of  bronchocele,  concerning  most  of  whidi  it 
causes,  many  of  them  very  vague  and  unsa-     would  be  a  waste  of  time  for  me  to  speak  at 
tisfactory,  have,  at  different  times,  been  as-     all.    The  remedy  which,  as  an  internal  me- 
signed.    Thus  Valentin  supposes  the  disease     dicine,  has  of  late  years  superseded  all  others, 
to  be  more  common  in  women  than  in  men,     and  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  specific 
simply  because  women  more  frequently  have     against  goitre,  is  iodine :  and  it  certainly  has 
the  neck  uncovered.     It  has  been  affirmed    a  remarkable  influence  over  the  genmne  ud- 
that  young  women  who  have  taken  the  veil     mixed  form  of  the  disease,  whether  endemic 
in  catholic  countries  have  lost  their  goitres     or  sporadio — the  hypertrophied  gland :  yet 
in  consequence  of  the  change  then  made  in     it  does  not,  perhaps,  merit  the  tifie  of  ape- 
their  costume :  and  a  medical  man  in  Guati-     dfic  in  the  same  absolute  sense  as  that  in 
mala  asserts  that  the  same  infirmity  has  sen-     which  we  say  that  bark  is  a  specific  for  the 
sibly  diminished  among  the  men  in  that  part     ague,  or  sulphur  for  the  itch.    Dr.  Coindet, 
of  the  world,  since  cravats  became  fashiona-     of  Geneva,  was  the  first  who  made  this  re- 
ble  there.     These  views  of  the  matter  ac-     medy    extensively    known.      Dr.    Straub, 
cord  with  some  whimsical  notions  entertained     however,  of  Hofwyl,  haa  Isid  claim  to  thfe 
by  the  late  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle.  Heheld  that     priority  of  its  use.    Probably  that  happened 
the  chief  purpose  of  the  thyreoid  gland  was  to     in  this  matter,  which  has  often  happened  in 
protect  the  delicate  organ  of  the  voice  from     others,   viz.   that  the  state  of   knowledge 
the  injurious  influence  of  cold ;  and  he  con-     was  ripe  for  such  a  discovery,  and  it  waa 
aequently  regarded  the  tumor  of  bronchocele     made  by    each   of  these  physicians  inde- 
as  being  rather  of  a  sanative  than  of  a  morbid     pendently  of   the    other.      Dr.   Coindet's 
nature.     He  looked  upon  it  as  an  additional    name,  however,  has  been  inseparably  con* 
greatcoat  thrown  over  the  important  instru-     nected  with  the  application  of  iodine  to  the 
ment  of  speech,  in  circumstances  of  extraordi-     cure  of  brondhooele,  in  a  work  whicfat  if  be 
nary  need .    His  theory  agrees  with  some  of  the     had  no  other  claim  to  be  remembered,  would 
facts  on  which  other  theories,  not  perhaps    immortalize  his  memory; — I   mean  Sir  J. 
more  plausible,  have  been  founded.     Thus     Herschel's  masterly  and  beautiful  DiKtnmt 
although  snow  water  may  not  be,  indeed  I     on  the  Study  qf  Natural  Phiionpky ; — a 
may  say  certainly  is  not,  the  cause  of  bron-     book  which  I  should  advise  those  among  yon 
chocele  from  any  peculiar  quality  that  belongs     who  have  not  already  read  it,  to  make  tiiem- 
to  it,  yet  the  disorder  is  confessedly  frequent     selves  master  of  as  soon  as  tlM^  have  leisure  to 
in  many  places  where  snpw  water  is  habitu-     do  so.    He  thns'strikingly  illustrates  a  remark 
ally  drunk ;  i.  e.  as  Sir  Anthony  would  have     of  his  own  that  mighty  benefits  often  accrue 
reasoned,  where  very  cold  water  is  frequently     to   science  from  the  casual  observation  of 
drunk;  the  swelling  being  a  provision  of  na-     even  unscientific  or  illiterate  persons.     **  A 
ture  to  obviate  the  hurtful  effects  which     soap  manufacturer  remarks  that  the  residuum 
might  else  be  produced  on  the  larynx  by     of  his  ley,  when  exhausted  of  the  alkali  for 
these  cold  potations.   Tlie  summer  change  for    which  he  employs  it,  produces  a  oorrosioi& 
die  better,  described  by  Dr.   Rlchai^son,     of  his  copper  boiler,  n>r  which  he  cannot 
consists  also  with  the  same  theory ;  which     account.     He  puts  it  into  the  handa  of  a 
would  suggest  the  covering    an    incipient     scientific  chemist  for  analysis ;  and  the  k- 
bronchocele  continually  with  warm  clothing,     suit  is  the  discovery  of  one  of  the  most 
such  as  flannel,  to  check  its  growth,  to  ob-     singular  and  important  chemical  dementa — 
viate  its  necessity,  and  so  gradually  to  occa-     iocUne.       The    propertiea    of    this    being 
sion    its    subsidence.      And    this  plan   is     studied,  are  found  to  occur  most  appoaitdy 
mentioned,  I  see,  by  Bouillaud,  among  the     in  illustration  and  support  of  a  variety  of 
curative  indica^""-  new,  curious,   and   instructive  views    then 

I  ment^  "•,  not  because  I     gaining  ground  in  chemistry ;  and  thus  ex- 

have  any  but  as  being     erase  a  marked  influence  over  the   whole 
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body  of  that  science.    Curiosity  is  excited ;  sickness  of  stomach,  with  some  degree  of 
the  origin  of  the  new  substance  is  traced  to  languor,  and  inaptitude  for  exertion.     His 
the  sea-phints  from  whose  ashes  the  principal  plan  in  such  cases  was  to  suspend  the  use  of 
ingredient  of  soap  is  obtained ;    and  ulti-  the  medicine,  or  to  reduce  the  dose.     The 
mately  to  the  sea-water  itself.     It  is  thencp  following  effects  of  the  iodine  are  stated  by 
hunted  through  nature,  discovered  in  salt-  Dr.  Coindet  as  haTing  occurred  in  his  prac- 
mines  and  springs,  and  pursued  into  all  tioe  :—AcceleiBtion  of  the  pulse,  palpitation, 
bodies  which  have  a  marine  origin ;  among  dry  cough,   watchfulness,    marasmus,    and 
the  rest  into  sponge.    A  medical  practitioner,  prostration  of  strength ;  sometimes  swelling 
Dr.  Coindet,  of  Geneva,  then-  calls  to  mind  of  the  legs,  tremors,  painful  hardness  of  the 
«  fepoted  remedy  foe  the  cure  of  one  of  the  bronchocde,  diminution  of  the  breasts,  or  a 
most  grievous  sad  unsightly  disorders  to  remarkable  increase  of  appetite  supervened ; 
which  the  human  species  is  subject — the  and  he  adds  that  in  almost  all  the  instsnoes 
goitre — which   infests   the   inhabitants  of  which  be  had  observed,  a  very  rapid  diminu- 
mountainous  districts  to  an  extent  that,  in  tion,  or  a  disappearance  more  or  less  oom- 
this  favoured  land,  we  have  happily  no  ex-  phste,  took  place,  during  these  symptoms, 
perienoe  of,  and  which  was  said  to  have  been  of  even  hard,  bulky,  and  old  bronchooeles. 
originally  cured  by  the  ashes  of  burnt  sponge.  His  doses  varied  from  somewhat  less  than  a 
Led  by  this  indication,  he  tries  the  effect  of  grain  to  somewhat  more  than  a  grain  and  a 
iodine  on  that  complaint,  and  the  result  half.     This  was  certainly,  as   Jhr,  Manson 
establishes  the  extraordinary  fact  that  this  has  suggested,  too  large  a  quantity  of  this 
singular  substance,  taken  as  a  medicine,  acts  powerful  drug  for  the  generslity  of  patients, 
wi^  the  utmost  promptitude  and  energy  on  The  management  of  the  remedy  is  now  better 
goitre,  dissipating  the  largest  and  most  in-  understood.     I  have  never  seen  any  of  the 
veterate  in  a  short  time,  and  acting  (of  course,  unpleasant  consequences  enumerated  by  Dr. 
like  all  medicines,  even  the  most  approved,  Coindet.    These  practitioners  gave  the  iodine 
with  occasional  failures)    as  a  specific,   or  in  the  form  of  a  tincture.     But  this  is  a  bad 
natural  antagonist,  against  that  odious  de-  mode  of  exhibiting  it :  for  the  tincture  is  de- 
formity." composed  in  any  aqueous  menstruum',  and 
It  is  curious  enough,  and  marks  the  ac-  the  iodine  thrown  down  to  the    bottom, 
curacy  with  which  the  efEscts  of  remedies  Under  such  circumstances  the  patient  may  at 
may  be  observed,  that  not  only  had  burnt  one  time  get  no  iodine  at  all,  and  at  another 
•ponge  been  found  efficacious  in  removing  time  a  dangerous  dose :   for  you  are  aware 
bronchooele,  but, the  bhulderwraok  also,  the  that  iodine  is  an  active  irritant  poison.     But 
fucus  vesiculosns,  the  plant  that,  with  others  if  you  mix  iodine  with  iodide  of  potassium, 
of  the  same  family,  yields  the  soda,  with  it  is  then  heid  in  solution ;  and  this  is  the 
which  the  iodine  was  found  combined.     Dr.  form  in  which'  it  is  now  commonly  given. 
Gairdner,  of  Bolton  Street,  who  was  the  first  In  the  last  edition  of  the   Pharmacopoeia 
I   believe  in  this  country  to  write  on  the  then  ia  a  Liquor  Petatfiilodidieompogituw, 
effects  of  iodine,  accounts  for  the  frequent  made  by  dissolving  five  grains  of  iodine,  and 
failure  of   even  large  doses  of  the  burnt  ten  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  in  a  pint  of 
sponge,  by  showing  that  it  was  much  adulte*  distilled    water.      This  will  doubtless,    in 
rated  with  charcoal.     Dr.  Manson,  of  Not-  future,  be  much  prescribed.      It  is  a  dilute 
tingham,  has  published  the  following  tabular  preparation.    There  is  one  grain  of  iodine 
statement  of  the  result  of  the  employment  of  in  four  ounces  of  the  liquor.    An  ounce 
iodine  by  himself.      He  had  treated   116  would,  therefore,  be  a  very  §<;/!?  dose.     But 
patients,  of  whom  15  were  men,  and  the  rest  you  may  begin  with  a  couple  of  dradmis, 
women.     Of  the  15  men,-  10  were  cured,  and  increase  the  quantity,  if  need  be,  gra* 
three  were  improving  and  under  treatment  dually  :  for  not  only  Dr.  Manson,  but  Dr. 
at  the  time  of  his  publication,    1  was  dis-  Copland  also,  who  states  that  the  remedy 
missed  for  irr^ular  attendance,  and  1  was  has  been  very  successful  in  his  hsnds,  ad- 
much  relieved.    Of  the  101  women,  66  were  vocates  amall,  unirritating,  what  are  some- 
cured,  9  much  relieved,  2  received  no  bene-  times  oddly  called  miteratiie  doses.     Simple 
fit,  10  were  discharged  for  irregular  attend-  friction    is    said   to   have   had    the   effect 
ance,  and  14  were  improving  under  treatment,  of  diminishing  the  tumor  *,  and  friction  with 
Of  the  whole  116,  therefore,  there  were  76  some  ointment  or  liniment  containing  iodine 
positive  cures,  or  two-thirds  of  the  entire  should  be  employed  whenever  the  internal 
number  ;    and  only   two  positive  failures,  exhibition  of  the  remedy  is  oontraindicated ; 
Dr.  Coindet  was  successful  in  about  the  same  or  ^n  addition  to  its  internal  use.    There  is 
proportion  of  cases.    This  is  strong  evidence  an  authorized  form  for  that  purpose  also  in 
of  the  power  of  the  remedy.     Dr.  Manson  the   New  Pharmacopoeia  —  the  Unguentnm 
found  that  in  some,  but  not  in  all  individuals,  lodinii  Compoiitum,     A  small  portion  of 
after  the  preparations  of  iodine  had  been  this  may  be  nibbed  upon  the  tumor  night 
given  internally  for  a   certain  time,  they  and  morning.     I  need  not  add  that  besides 
were  apt  to  occasion  headadie*  giddiness,  great  care  in  watching  for  the  spedfic  ill 
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effects  of  the  iodine  upon  the  system,  no  less  vessels.     Dr.  Quadri  affirms  that  the  larger 

care  is  to  be  taken  in  correcting  the  state  of  trunks  of  the  th3rreoid  arteries  will  not  be 

any  other  function  which  may  be  faulty,  and  endangered  unless  the  seton  needle  be  passed 

in  improving  the  general  health.  so  deeply  as  almost  to  touch  the  thyreoid 

Such  is  the  best  medical  treatment  of  cartilage ;  and  that  hsmorrhage  from  any 
bronchocele :  and  such  is  the  plan  which  of  the  branches  of  those  arteries  that  may 
you  will  always  do  well  to  make  cautious  be  wounded  when  the  seton  is  inserted  more 
trial  of  in  the  first  instance  :  and  with  respect  superficially,  will  not  be  attended  with  hazard, 
to  surgical  treatment,  I  may  observe  that  so  This  plan  was  followed  in  one  case  by  ulcere- 
long  as  the  disease  is  merely  a  deformity,  so  tion  and  sloughing,  and  the  patient  died, 
long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  An  example  of  the  success  of  this  treatment 
important  functions  of  the  body,  nor  produce  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  James,  of 
serious  discomfort-— does  not  distress  the  Exeter ;  the  tumor  was  almost  entirely  re- 
respiration  by  pressing  upon  the  trachea,  moved,  and  the  patient  was  for  some  time 
nor  impede  deglutition  by  pressing  upon  the  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  him- 
oesophagus,  nor  derange  to  any  great  degree  self  to  the  medical  men  here.  But  he  also 
the  circulation  through  the  head  by  pressing  had  passed  through  a  good  deal  of  suffering 
upon  the  great  blood-vessels  of  the  neck,  and  peril.  The  expedient  of  tying  one  or 
nor  grievously  encumber  the  patient  by  its  more  of  the  thyreoideal  arteries,  and  so 
weight — ^we  should  not  be  justified  (in  my  gtiormng  the  tumor,  has  been  attended  with 
opinion)  in  performing  or  advising  any  sur-  varied  success.  It  has  been  done  on  the 
gical  operation  for  the  removal  or  the  dimi-  continent ;  and  several  times  in  this  country  : 
nution  of  the  tumor.  Of  such  operations  there  is  a  case  of  it  by  Mr.  Coates,  of  Salis- 
the  three  principal  are,  extirpation  of  the  bury,  in  the  same  volume  of  the  Medico- 
whole  gland  ;  the  passing  a  seton  through  Chirurgical  Transactions.  His  patient  was 
the  tumor,  and  so  exciting  suppuration  in  it,  much  relieved  for  a  time,  and  supposed  her- 
by  which  its  substance  is  broken  down  and  self  cured.  But  the  tumor  gradually  re- 
destroyed  ;  and  tying  the  arteries  which  turned,  and  caused  her  death  by  suffocation, 
supply  it  with  blood.  The  first  of  these  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  also  performed  a  similar 
methods,  extirpation,  has  been  performed  operation ;  and  I  have  myself  seen  one  very 
when  the  wen  was  small ;  but  few  patients  satisfactory  instance  of  the  same  thing,  the 
under  such  circumstances  would  consent  to  operation  having  been  done  by  Mr.  Earle  in 
the  operation  ;  and  few  surgeons  would  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  patient 
now-a-days,  I  presume,  advise  or  undertake  was  a  young  woman  w||h  an  immense 
it :  and  in  cases  where  it  might  seem  more  bronchocele,  which  for  some  time  previously 
expedient,  that  is,  where  the  swelling  is  large,  had  obstructed  her  breathing,  and  of  which 
and  suffocation  is  threatened  by  its  pressure  the  effect  on  the  trachea  seemed  to  be  every 
on  the  trachea,  the  execution  of  this  measure  day  increasing.  There  was  loud  wheezing, 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous ;  and  great  difficulty  of  respiration,  and  cough, 
for  the  arteries  are  so  much  dilated  in  these  and  extreme  emaciation :  and  it  was  plain 
cases  that  perilous  hsemorrhage  might  be  that  the  girl  must  soon  die  suffocated  if 
expected  from  their  division,  especially  when  nothing  were  done  for  her  relief.  One  of 
their  extreme  vicinity  to  the  carotids  is  con-  the  arteries,  I  think  the  superior  thyreoideal, 
adered.  Such  large  goitres  come  to  involve  was  tied,  without  much  difficulty,  on  one 
also,  by  their  lateral  extension,  very  impor-  side.  After  the  operation  the  tumor  on  that 
tant  nerves  there  situated.  In  one  case  side  shrunk  considerably;  the  distress  of 
where  excision  was  attempted,  the  haemor-  breathing  was  removed  ;  and  the  patient 
rhage  was  so  alarming  that  the  surgeon  was  presently  recovered  so  much  of  her  former 
obliged  to  desist  in  the  middle  of  his  task  :  strength,  and  flesh  and  comfort,  that  aheVas 
and  the  patient  actually  died  of  hemorrhage  unwilling  to  have  any  thing  farther  done, 
a  few  days  afterwards.  I  believe  that  tins  and  left  the  hospital.  After  some  time, 
operation  may  be  considered  as  wholly  aban-  however,  she  came  back  again  of  her  own 
doned  by  surgeons  in  the  present  day.  accord,  and  requested  that  the  artery  on  the 

The  introduction  of  a  seton  into  the  tumor  other  side  might   be  tied  also.     This  was 

has  been  more  successful.      This  practice  accordingly  done,  and  a  farther  reduction  of 

was  revived  somewhat  more  than  twenty  the  tumoa  took  place.    The  shrinking,  how- 

yeara  ago  by  Dr.  Quadri,  of  Naples;  who  ever,  if  I  remember  rightly,  wasnotsostriking 

supposed,  indeed,  that  he  had  been  the  firat  or  complete  after  the  second  operation  as 

to  devise  it.    You  will  find  an  account  of  after  the  firat :   but  the  patient  was  certainly 

his  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  tenth  volume  rescued,  upon   the  whole,   from  imminent 

of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  by  death,  and  put  into  a  condition  of  ease  and 

Dr.  SomerviUe.    The  seton  is  passed  through  at  least  temporary  safety ;   the  tumor  that 

the  substance  of  the  gland,   and  retained  remained  constituting  merely  a  defDrmity. 

there  a  considerable  time :  the  chief  caution  I  never  heard  of  her  afterwards.     In  a  ckst 

necessary  is  to  avoid   the  enlarged  blood-  very  similar  to  this,  itelated  by  Mr.  Craw- 
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fordmihe  Cyclopedia  qfPraeiical  Medicine t  and  these  are  sometimes  separated  from  tbe 
Mr.  Wickham,  of  Winchester,  tied  one  of  mass  of  the  brain  by  peduncles  of  considera- 
the  arteries,  with  much  immediate,  but  no  ble  length.  On  comparing  this  arrangement 
ultimate  benefit.  The  goitre  gradually  with  that  which  we  meet  with  in  the  higher 
diminished  for  aboat  six  weeks,  and  then  Vertebrata,  we  see  that  what  are  commonly 
(in  consequence,  1  presume,  of  the  establish-  regarded  as  the  trunks  of  the  olfactory  nerves 
ment  of  a  collateral  arterial  circulation)  it  as  are  really  the  peduncles,  by  which  the  bulbous 
gradually  enlarged  again  till  it  was  as  big  as  expansions  lying  on  the  cribriform  plate  of 
ever.  the  ethmoid  bone, — in  other  words,  the 
Upon  the  whole,  the  a0«ra^e  results  of  none  olfactory  ganglia, — are  connected  with  the 
of  these  surgical  expedients  have  been  suffi-  rest  of  the  encephalon  and  with  the  medulla 
ciently  good  to  warrant  their  repetition,  oblongata.  As  no  other  nerves  proceed 
except  in  cases  where  life  is  put  in  jeopardy  from  these  ganglia,  however,  than  those  dis- 
or  made  miserable  by  the  swelling  ;  and  tributed  to  the  organ  of  smell,  it  is  evident 
where  other  methods,  and  particularly  the  that  experiments  upon  what  are  commonly 
treatment  by  iodine,  have  been  tried,  and  regarded  as  the  trunks  of  the  olfactory 
have  failed.  One  exception,  perhaps,  I  nerves,  will  afford  information  nearly  as 
should  here  make.  The  tumor  sometimes  satisfactory,  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  the 
evidently  contains  a  collection  of  fluid,  either  nerves  proceeding  from  the  bulbs,  as  if  they 
in  one  of  its  enlarged  cells,  or  in  a  distinct  were  really  so.  Anatomical  examination  of 
cyst.  Now  the  cell,  or  cyst,  may  in  such  the  distribution  of  this  nerve  proves  that  it 
cases  be  punctured,  and  the  contained  fluid  is  not  one  whi?h  directly  conveys  motor  in- 
let out,  without  much  risk.  This  was  done  fluence  to  any  muscles ;  since  all  its  branches 
in  one  instance  by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Arnott.  arc  distributed  to  the  membrane  lining  the 
He  kept  the  orifice  open ;  and  the  cyst  nasal  cavity.  Experimental  inquiry  leads  to 
shrunk,  and  was  at  last  obliterated,  and  the  the  same  result ;  for  no  irritation  of  the 
woman  was  much  gratified  by  this  diminution  peduncles  or  branches  excites  any  muscular 
of  her  load.  movement.     Further,  no  irritation   of  any 

'  part  of   this  nerve  excites  reflex    actions 

through  other  nerves.    Again,  it  is  not  a 
nerve  of  common  sensation ;  for  animals  do 

o^  "^HB  not  exhibit  any  sign  of  pain  when  it  is  sub- 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  J"^^?  ^  "flu^^  ""^  irritation.     Neither  the 

<5Y<;tpm  division  of  the  nerve,  or  the  destruction  of 

dXolJiiM.  ^jjg  olfactive  ganglia,  seems  to  inconvenience 

By  W.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D.  '^«™   "^f^^^^^'      ^^^  ^\^^"  ?°^' 
move  with  their  accustomed  agility,  and  ex- 

Lectdre  VIII  ^*^^'  '^®  usual  appetites  of  their  kind.     The 

common  sensibility  of  the  parts  contained  in 

FuMiioiu  qfthe  Cephalic  Nervea.  the  olfactive  organ  is  in  no  degree  impaired, 

Before  proceeding   to     inquire    into  the  as  is  shewn  by  the  efi*ect  of  irritating  vapours; 

functions  of  the  different  parts  of  the  enoe-  but  the  animals  are  destitute  of  the  sense  of 

phalon,  it  seems  desirable  to  bring  together  smell,  as  is  shewn  by  the  way  in  which  these 

what  is  known  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  vapours  affect  them.     At  first  they  appear 

the  nerves  specially  connected  with  them ;  indifferent  to  their  presence  ;  and  then  sud- 

so  that,  by  tracing  their  connections,  we  may  denly  and  vehemently  avoid  them,  as  soon  as 

be  able  to  obtain  some  light  upon  this  very  the    Schneiderian  membrane  becomes  irri- 

obscure,  though  most  interesting  and  impor-  tated.     Moreover,  if  two  dogs,  with  the  eyes 

tant  subject.  bandaged,  one  having  the  olfactory  nerves  and 

That  the  first  pair,  or  olfactory  nerves,  ganglia  sound,  and  the  other  having  had  them 

minister   to  the  sense  of  smell,  has  long  de8troyed,are  brought  into  the  neighbourhood 

been  known  ;    yet  it   could  not  be  predi-  of.  the  dead  body  of  an  animal,  the  former 

cated  without  experimental  inquiry,  that  it  will  examine  it  by  its  smell;  whibt  the  latter, 

is  not  a  conductor  of  the  impressions  which  even  if  he  touches  it,  pays  no  attention 

produce  ordinary  sensation,  nor  that  it  is  des-  to  it.     This  experiment  Valentin  states  that 

titute  of  power  of  exciting  muscular  move-  he  has  repeat^  several  times,  and  alvtays 

ment,  eitiier  by  direct  or  reflex  action.     The  with  the  same  results.     Further,  common 

anatomist  who  studies  this  nerve  in  the  Mam-  observation  shews  that  sensibility  to  irritants, 

malia  only,  would  not  attain  a  proper  idea  of  such  as  snuff,  and  acuteness  of  the  power  of 

its  character.    When  we  examine  it  in  Fishes,  smell,  bear  no  constant  proportion  to  one 

especially  those  of  the  cartilaginous  division,  another ;   and  there  is  ample  pathological 

we  observe  that  the  fibres  which  proceed  to  evidence  that  the  want  of  this  sense  is  con« 

the  organ  of  smell  originate  in  two  gan-  nected  with  some  morbid  condition  of  the 

glionie  masses,  that  arc  quite  distinct  both  olfiictory  nerves  or  ganglia.     It  is  well  known 

from  the  hemispheres  and  the  optic  ganglia ;  that  Magendie  has  maintained,  that  the  fifth 
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effects  of  the  iodine  upon  the  system,  no  less  Tessek.     Dr.  Qnadri  sffirms  that  the  Urger 

care  is  to  be  taken  in  correcting  the  state  of  tninks  of  the  thyreoid  arteries  will  not  be 

any  other  function  which  may  be  faulty,  and  endangered  unless  the  seton  needle  be  passed 

in  improving  the  general  health.  so  deeply  as  almost  to  touch  the  thyreoid 

Such  is  the  best  medical  treatment  of  cartilage ;  and  that  hsmorrfaage  from  anj 
bronchocele :  and  such  is  the  plan  which  of  the  branches  of  those  arteries  that  wmj 
you  will  always  do  well  to  make  cautious  be  wounded  when  the  seton  is  inserted  more 
trial  of  in  the  first  instance :  and  with  respect  superficially,  will  not  be  attended  with  hanrd. 
to  surgical  treatment,  I  may  observe  that  so  This  plan  was  followed  in  one  case  by  olcera- 
long  as  the  disease  is  merely  a  deformity,  so  tion  and  sloughing,  and  the  patient  died. 
long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  An  example  of  the  success  of  this  treatncot 
important  functions  of  the  body,  nor  produce  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  James,  o# 
serious  discomforts-does  not  distress  the  Exeter ;  the  tumor  was  almost  entirelj  re- 
respiration  by  pressing  upon  the  trachea,  moved,  and  the  patient  was  for  some  time 
nor  impede  deglutition  by  pressing  upon  the  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  him* 
cesophagus,  nor  derange  to  any  great  degree  self  to  the  medical  men  here.  But  he  abo 
the  circulation  through  the  head  by  pressing  had  passed  through  a  good  deal  of  snliiering 
upon  the  great  bloml- vessels  of  the  neck,  and  peril.  The  expedient  of  tying  one  or 
nor  grievously  encumber  the  patient  by  its  more  of  the  thyreoideal  arteries,  and  so 
weight — ^we  should  not  be  justified  (in  my  tiarmng  the  tumor,  has  been  attended  with 
opinion)  in  performing  or  advising  any  snr-  varied  success.  It  has  been  done  on  the 
gical  operation  for  the  removal  or  the  dimi-  continent ;  and  several  times  in  this  country  : 
nution  of  die  tumor.  Of  such  operations  there  is  a  case  of  it  by  Mr.  Coates,  of  SaUs- 
the  three  principal  are,  extirpation  of  the  bury,  in  the  same  volume  of  the  Medico- 
whole  gland ;  the  passing  a  seton  through  Chirurgical  Transactions.  His  patient  waa 
the  tumor,  and  so  exciting  suppuration  in  it,  much  relieved  for  a  time,  and  supposed  her- 
by  which  its  substance  is  broken  down  and  self  cured.  But  the  tumor  gradually  re- 
destroyed  ;  and  tying  the  arteries  which  turned,  and  caused  her  death  by  suffocation, 
supply  it  with  bloiod.  The  first  of  these  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  also  performed  a  similar 
methods,  extirpation,  has  been  performed  operation ;  and  I  have  mysdf  seen  one  very 
when  the  wen  waa  small ;  but  few  patients  satisfihctory  instance  of  the  same  thing,  tfaa 
under  such  circumstances  would  consent  to  operation  having  been  done  by  Mr.  Earle  in 
the  operation  ;  and  few  surgeons  would  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  patient 
now-a-days,  I  presume,  advise  or  undertake  was  a  young  woman  wi|h  an  immcsise 
it :  and  in  cases  where  it  might  seem  more  bronchocele,  which  for  some  time  praviovsiT 
expedient,  that  is,  where  the  swelling  is  large,  had  obstructed  her  breathing,  and  of  which 
and  suffocation  is  threatened  by  its  pressure  the  effect  on  the  trachea  seemed  to  be  evcfy 
on  the  trachea,  the  execution  of  this  measure  day  increasing.  There  was  loud  wheciiug, 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous ;  and  great  difficulty  of  respiration,  and  oou^ 
for  the  arteries  are  so  much  dilated  in  these  and  extreme  emaciation :  and  it  was  pbin 
cases  that  perilous  hsmorrhage  might  be  that  the  girt  must  soon  die  suffocated  if 
expected  from  their  division,  especially  when  nothing  were  done  for  her  relief.  One  of 
their  extreme  vicinity  to  the  carotids  is  con-  the  arteries,  I  think  the  superior  thyreoideal, 
flidered.  Such  large  goitres  come  to  involve  was  tied,  without  much  difficulty,  on  one 
also,  by  their  lateral  extension,  very  impor-  side.  After  the  operation  the  tumor  on  that 
tant  nerves  there  situated.  In  one  case  side  shrunk  considerably;  the  distress  of 
where  excision  was  attempted,  the  haemor-  breathing  was  removed  ;  and  the  patient 
rhage  was  so  alarming  that  the  surgeon  was  presently  recovered  so  mudi  of  her  former 
obliged  to  desist  in  the  middle  of  his  task  :  strength,  and  fiesh  and  comfort,  that  she  was 
and  the  patient  actually  died  of  haemorrhage  unwilling  to  have  any  thing  farther  done, 
a  few  days  afterwards.  I  believe  that  this  and  left  the  hospital.  After  some  time, 
operation  may  be  considered  as  wholly  aban-  however,  she  came  back  again  of  her  own 
doned  by  surgeons  in  the  present  day.  accord,  and  requested  that  Sm  •xtuj  on  the 

The  introduction  of  a  seton  into  the  tumor  other  side  might  be  tied  also.  Ttiis  was 
has  been  more  successful.  This  practice  accordingly  done,  and  a  farther  reduction  of 
was  revived  somewhat  more  than  twenty  the  tumos  took  place.  The  shrinking,  how- 
yean  ago  by  Dr.  Quadri,  of  Naples;  who  ever,  if  I  remember  rightly,  wasnotsostrikiof 
supposed,  indeed,  that  he  had  been  the  fint  or  complete  after  thie  second  operatioo  as 
to  devise  it.  You  will  find  an  account  of  after  the  first :  but  the  patient  was  certainly 
his  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  tenth  volume  rescued,  upon  the  whole,  from  imminent 
of  the  Medico-Chirurfpcal  Transactions,  bj  death,  and  put  into  a  oondition  of  ease  and 
Dr.  Somerville.  The  seton  is  pasted  through  at  least  temporary  aafiety ;  the  tumor  that 
the  substance  of  the  gland,  and  retained  remained  constituting  merely  a  deformity, 
there  a  considerable  time :  the  chief  caution  I  never  heard  of  her  afterwards.  In  a  case 
necessary  is  to  avoid  the  enlarged  blood-  vary  aimikr  to  this,  Itiated  by  Mr.  Craw- 
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Unn  pkoiophobia.    'Dm  involimtorj  cfaa-  possesaed  by  it  in  virtae  of  its  direct  con- 

ncter  of  it  nmst  be  evident  to  every  one  nection  with  the  nervous  centres,  or  whether 

who  has  been  engaged  in  the  treatment  of  it  does  not  derive  it  by  an  anastomosis  with 

diseases  of  the  eyes ;  and  the  effect  of  it  is  the  fifth  pair,  some  filaments  of  which  may 

aided  by  a  similarly  involuntary  movement  pass  backwards  as  well  as  forwards,  so  as  to 

of  the  eyeball  itself,  which  is  rotated  upwards  confer  sensibility  on  the  third  pair,  both 

and  inwarda  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  before  and  after  their  junction  with  it.     No 

will  appears  able  to  effect.  sensory  fibres  can  be  proved  to  exist  in  the 

It  will  be  convenient  next  to  advert  to  the  fourth  and  sixth  nerves. 

audUory  nerve ;  the  functions  of  which  are  We  next  come  to  the  fifth  pair,  the  true 

easily  determined,  by  anatomical  examina-  nature  of  the  functions  of  which  was  ascer- 

tion  of  its  distribution,  and  by  observation  tained  in  part  by  Sir  C.  Bell ;  his  views  re- 

of  pathological  phenomena,  to  be  analogous  ceiving  modification,  however,  from  the  ex- 

to  those  of  the  two  preceding.    Atrophy  or  perimental  researches  of  others.    As  formerly 

lesion  of  the  trunk  destroys  the  sense  of  stated,  it  possesses  two  distinct  sets  of  roots, 

hearing;  whilst  irritation  of  it  produces  au-  of  which  one  is  much  larger  than  the  other ; 

ditory  sensations,  but  does  not  occasion  pain,  on  the  larger  root,  as  on  the  posterior  root 

FVom  experiments  made  upon  the  nerve  be-  of  the  spinal  nerves,  is  a  distinct  ganglion  ; 

fore  it  Inives  the  cranial  cavity,  it  appears  and  the  fibres  arising  from  the  smaller  root 

satia&ctorily  ascertained  that  this  nerve  has  do  not  blend  with  the  others,  until  after  the 

tto  motor  power,  either  of  a  direct  or  reflex  latter  have  passed  through  this  ganglion. 

diancter,  and  that  it  is  not  endowed  with  Tbe  trunk  of  the  nerve  separates,  as  is  well 

common  sensibility*     It  is  interesting  to  re-  known,  into  three  divisions, — ^the  ophthal- 

mark,  that  microscopic  examination  of  its  mic,  the  superior  maxillary,  and  the  inferior 

atnicture  clearly  indicates  its  intermediate  maxillary ;   and  it  can  easily  be  shewn  by 

character,  between  the  nerves  of  special  sen-  careful  dissection,   that  the  fibres  of   the 

sation  issuing  from  the  anterior  part  of  the  smaller  root  pass  into  the  third  of  these 

cranium, — namely,  the  optic  and  olfiu:tory, —  divisions  alone.    When  the  distribution  of 

and  those  whose  faction  is  to  minister  eitlier  this  nerve  is  carefully  examined,  it  is  found 

to  common  sensation,  or  to  that  of  taste,  that  the  first  and  second   divisions  of  it 

which  approaches  nearly  to  it, — ^namely,  the  proceed  almost  entirely  to   the   skin  and 

fifth  pair  and  the  glosto-pharyngeal,  which  mucous    surfaces,    a    very    small    propor- 

issne  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  enoe-  tion  only  of  its  fibres  being  lost  in  the 

phalon,  and  are  more  neariy  analogous  with  muscles ;  but  of  the  branches  of  the  third 

the  spinal  nerves.    The  primitive  fibres  are  division,  a  large  part  are  distinctly  muscular. 

not  so  soft  as  those  of  the  olfu^ive,  nor  so  Hence  analogy,  and  the  facts  supplied  by 

slender  as  those  of  the  optic ;  and  they  are  anatomical  research,  would  lead  to  the  con- 

Bofter  than  those  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal.  elusion,  that  the  two  first  divisions  are  nerves 

Moreover,  the  auditory  nerve  forms  a  plexus  of  sensation  only,  and  that  the  third  division 

with  the  facial,  to  which  there  is  no  analogy  combines  sensory  and  motor  endowments, 

in  the  optic  and  olfactive  nerves,   but  to  Such  an  inference  is  fully  borne  out  by  ex- 

which  a  similar  one  exists  in  the  glosso-  periment.     When  the  whole  trunk  is  divided 

pharyngeal.      This  intermediate  structural  within  the  cranium  (as  Msgendie,  by  fre- 

character  is  interesting  when  we  compare  it  quent  practice,  has  been  able  to  accomplish), 

with  the  intermediate  character  of  the  fnnc-  evident  signs  of  acute  pain  are  given.    After 

tion ;  for  the  impressions  made  upon  it  are  the  incision  has  been  made  through  the  skin, 

produced  through  the  vibrations  of  a  material  the  animal  remains  quiet  until  the  nerve  is 

Hold, — ^instead  of  being,  as  hi  the  case  of  touched ;  and  when  it  is  pressed  or  divided, 

flight,  the  resnh  of  chimges  so  subtle  as  to  doleful  cries  are  uttered,  which  continue  for 

be  almost  inscrutable  to  our  means  of  re-  some  time,  showing  tbe  painful  effect  of  the 

seaidi,— or,  as  in  the  case  of  taste  and  touch,  irritated  state  of  the  cut  extremity.    The 

being  produced  by  the  direct  contact  of  the  common  sensibility  of  all  the  parts  supplied 

aubataiice  which  gives  rise  to  the  sensation.  by  this  nerve  is  entirely  destroyed  on  the 

Paasing  by  for  the  present  the    motor  affected  side.  The  jaw  does  not  hang  loosely, 

nerves  of  the  orbit,  o  constituting  a  distinct  because  it  is  partly  kept  up  by  the  muscles 

■nliiiect  for  future  inquiry,  we  may  advan-  of  die  other  side ;  but  it  falls  in  a  slight 

tageously  proceed  with  the  other  sensory  degree,  and  its  movements  are  seen,  when 
nerves  connected  with  the  enoephalon.     It    carefully  observed,  to  be  somewhat  oblique, 

should  be  notioed,  however,  that  the  third  If  the  trunk  be  divided  on  eadi  side,  the 
pair,  or  rooter  oculi,    certainly  possesses    whole  head  is  deprived  of  sensibility;  and 

some  degree  of  sensibility,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  animal  carries  it  in  a  curious  vsscdllating 

the  signs  of  pain  given  by  the  animal  when  manner,  as  if  it  were  a  foreign  body. 

it  is  cat  or  compressed ;  but  this  sensibility  If  the  anterior  or  ophthahme  branch  only 
is  not  nearly  so  great  as  that  of  the  fifth  be  divided,  all  the  parts  supplied  by  it  are 
pair ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  is    found  to  have  lost  their  sensibility^ut  their 
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pair  in  some  way  fbmished  conditiona  re-  Farther,  it  it  well  Inown  tiiat,  when  tlio 
qnisite  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  senae  of  light  ia  destroyed  by  a  disease  or  vdjutj 
smell;   asserting  that,  when  it  is  cut,  the  which  prevents  the  paasage  of  light  through 
animid  is  deprived  of  this.    But  his  experi-  the  pnpil,  tiie  whole  eye  becomes  more  or 
ments  were  made  with  irritating  vapours,  less  atrophied;    and  the  retina  and  optic 
which  excite  sternutation  or  other  violent  nerve,  although  previously  sound,  are  found 
muscular  actions,  not  through  the  olfactory  after  death   (if  the  morbid  condition  have 
nerve,  but  through  the  fifth  pair ;  and  the  lasted  sufficiently  long)  to  have  lost  their 
experiments  of  Valentin,  just  related,  fully  characteristic  structure.     It  seems  evident, 
proves  that  the  •nimRln  are  not  sensitive  to  then,  that  the  continuation  of  the  functional 
odourSf  strictly  so  called,  after  the  ol^K^ry  operations  of  nerves  is  a  necessary  condition 
has  been  divided.     It  is  by  no  means  im-  of  the  maintenance  of  tiieir  noraud  organisa- 
probable  that  the  acuteness  of  the  sense  of  tion ;  and  we  can  very  well  understand  that 
smell  may  be  diminished  by  section  of  the  this  should  be  the  case,  from  the  analogy  of 
fifth  pair ;  since  the  olfactory  membrane  is  other  parts  of  the  system, 
no  longer   duly  moistened  by  its  proper  The  optic  nerve,  though  analogous  to  the 
secretion  ;  and,  when  dry,  it  is  not  as  sus-  olfactory  in  all  the  points  hitherto  mentioned, 
ceptible  of  the  impressions  made  by  those  differs  from  it  in  one  important  respect ; — 
minute  particles  of  odoriferous  substances,  that  it  has  the  power  of  conveying  impres- 
to  which  the  excitement  of  the  sensation  sions  which  shall  excite  reflex  muscular  mo- 
must  be  referred.  tions.     This  is  especially  the  case  in  regard 
That  the  second  pair,   or  optic  nerves,  to  the  iris,  the  ordinary  actions  of  whieh 
have  an  analogous  character,  appears  alike  are  regulated  by  the  degree  of  light  imping, 
from  anatomic^  and  experimental  evidence,  ing  on  the  retina.     When  the  optic  nerve  ia 
No  chemical  or  mechanical  stimulus  of  the  divided,  a  contraction  of  the   pupil  takes 
nerve  produces  direct    muscular   motion ;  place ;  but  this  does  not  occur  if  the  oon- 
nor  does  it  give  rise,  so  far  as  it  can  be  nection  of  this  nerve  with  the  third  pair, 
ascertained,  to  indications  of  pain ;  whoice  through  the  nervous  centres,  be  in  any  way 
it  may  be  concluded,  that  this  nerve  is  not  interrupted.     After  such  division  (if  corn- 
one  of  common  sensation.    That  the  ordinary  plete),  the  state  of  the  pupil  is  not  affected 
sensibility  of  the  eyeball  remains  when  the  by  variations  in  the  degree  of  light  impinging 
functions  of  the  optic  nerve  are  completely  on  the  retina,  except  in  particular  cases  in 
destroyed,  is  well  known;    as  is  also  the  which  it  is  influenced  through  other  channels, 
fact,  that  division  of  it  puts  an  end  to  the  Thus,  in  a  patient  suffering  under  amaurosis 
power  of  vision.     Valentin  states  that,  al-  of  one  eye,  the  pupil  of  the  affected  eye  is 
though  the  optic   nerve    may,   like  other  often  found  to  vary  in  sixe  in  accordance 
nerves,  be  in  appearance  completely  r^;ene-  with  that  of  the  other  eye ;  but  this  effect  is 
rated,  he  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  any  produced  by  the  action  of  light  on  the  retina 
evidence  that  the  power  of  sight  has  been  in  of  the  sound  eye,  which  produces  a  motor 
the  least  degree  recovered.      He  remarks  change  in  the  third  pair  on  both    sides, 
that  animals  suddenly  made  blind  exhibit  Further,  as  has  been  formerly  stated,  tiie 
great  mental  disturbance,  and  perform  many  impreuion  only  of  light  upon  ttie  retina  may 
unaccustomed    movement^ ;    and  that  the  give  rise  to  contraction  of  the  pupil,  by  re* 
complete  absence  of  the  power  of  vision  is  flezaction, when  theopticnerveisitself  sound, 
easily  ascertained.      Morbid    changes    are  whilst  no  sensations   are  received  through 
sometimes  observed  to  take  place  in  ejres  the  eye  in  consequence  of  disease  in  &e 
whose  optic  nerve  has  been  divided;   but  sensorial  portion  of  the  nervous  centres, 
these  are  by  no  means  so  constant  or  so  ex-  Another  cause  has  been  pointed  out    by 
tensive  as  when  the  fifth  pair  is  paralyzed ;  Valentin  for  the  influence  of  light  in  causing 
and  they  may  not  improbably  be  attributed  contraction  of  the  pupil,  and  mee  vered ; — 
to  the  injury  occasioned  by  the  operation  that,  if  the  rays  impinge  upon  the  iris,  a 
itself  to  the  parts  within  the  orbit.     It  is  reflex  stimulation  is  produced  through  the 
well  known  that,  when  amaurosis  is  pro-  fifth  pair;  and  he  remarks  that  the  snsoepti* 
duced  by  a  morbid  condition  of  the  optic  bility  of  the  iris  to  this  kind  of  influence 
nerve  alone,  the  eye  retains  its  usual  appear-  seems  much  increased  after  the  optic  nerve 
ance ;  but,  if  the  amaurosis  be  complete,  the  has  been  divided.     Besides  the  contractions 
texture  of  the  retina  undergoes  a  remarkable  of  the  pupil,  another  action,  which  has  been 
change,   ceasing  to   exhibit    that    peculiar  sometimes  spoken  of  as  reflex,  is  produced 
structure  which  normally  characterizes  it.  through  the  optic  nerve, — ^the  contraction  of 
Neither  primitive  nervous  fibrils,  nor  nu-  the  orbicularis.     But  this  cannot  be  produced 
cleated  globules,  can  be  distinguished  in  it ;  by  any'  mechanical  stimulation,  and  it  evi- 
and  the  yellow  spot  of  Soemmering  becomes  dently  involves  sensation ;   in  fact,  it  is  a 
paler,  and  is  at  last  undistinguishable.     But  movement  of  an  emotionai  kind,  produced 
if  a  very  slight  degree  of  sensibility  to  light  by  the  painful  effect  of  light,  which  grves  rise 
remaiit,  these  changes  are  much  less  decided,  to  the  condition  well  diaracterised  by  the 
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rare,  in  which  the  gustattre  eensibility  of  the  of  the  fanctiona  of  respiration  and  digestion, 

anterior  part  of  tiie  tongue  has  been  de-  to  which  it  ministers.     It  is  an  operation 

stroyed,  with  its  tactual  sensibility,  when  which  has  been  yery  frequently  performed ; 

there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  tiiat  any  and  the  statements  of  its  results  Tary  coasi- 

other  than  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  was  in-  derably  amongst  each  other,  being  generally 

YolTed.     On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  influenced,  in  some  degree,  by  the  preson* 

certain  that  the  sense  of  taste  is  not  destroyed  ceiyed  yiews  of  the  experimenter.     I  shall 

by  section  of  the  Ungual  nerye  on  each  side;  employ,  as  in  my  opinion  the  most  worthy 

and  it  seems  also  well  ascertained  that  it  is  of  confidence,  the  experiments  of  Dr.  J. 

impaired  by  section  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal  Reid,  on  whose  accuracy  I  haye  strong  per- 

nerye.     Considering  how  nearly  ^lied  is  the  sonal  reasons  for  placing  reliance,  and  whose 

sense  of  taste  to  that  of  touch,  and  bearing  anatomical  and  pathological  attainments  are 

in  mind  the  respectiye  distribution  of  these  such  as  to  render  him  fully  competent  for 

two  neryes,  it  does  not  seem  difficult  to  ar-  the  task.    The  section  of  the  par  yagum, 

riye  at  the  conclusion,  that  both  neryes  are  when  practised  with  the  yiew  of  ascertaining 

concerned  in  tins  function ;  and  there  seems  the  influence  of  the  nerye  npon  the  lung  and 

good    reason    to  belieye  that  the  glosso-  stomach,  is  usually  made  in  the  neck,  be- 

pharyngeal  is  the  one  through  which  the  tween  the  origins  of  the  superior  and  inferior 

impressions  made  by  disagreeable  substances  (or  recurrent)  laryngeal  branches.     Hence 

taken  into  the  mouth  are  propagated  to  the  the  muscles  of  the  larynx  are  paralyzed ; 

medulla  oUongata,  so  as  to  produce  nausea  and,  if  the  animal  should  struggle  yiolently, 

and  to  excite  dforts  to  vomit.  the  ingress  of  air  is  likely  to  be  obstructed 

The  par  voffum,  as  stated  in  a  former  by  the  flapping  down  of  the  arytenoid  car- 
lecture,  is  certainly  to  be  considered,  in  tilages,  and  by  the  closure  of  the  glottis, 
regard  to  its  trunk  at  least,  as  a  nerve  of  This  is  especially  the  case  in  young  animals, 
doable  endowments.  The  cliief  function  of  in  which  the  larynx  is  small.  But  in  those 
its  afferent  portion  is  to  convey  to  the  me-  that  are  full  grown,  and  have  a  large  larjrnx, 
duUa  oblongata  the  impression  produced  by  an  adequate  quantity  of  air  may  still  find  its 
venous  blood  in  the  capiUariea  of  the  lungs,  vray  through  the  aperture,  if  the  animal  re- 
or  of  carbonic  add  in  die  air-cells :  this  im-  frun  from  any  violent  effort.  In  a  cond- 
pression  may  give  rise,  as  we  have  seen,  to  derable  number  of  Dr.  Reid's  experiments, 
the  respiratory  movements,  without  pro-  therefore,  he  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  in- 
ducing sensation;  but,  if  from  any  cause  troduce  the  trachea  tube,  which  other  ex- 
stronger  than  usual,  the  sense  of  uneasiness  perimenters  have  generally  employed  $  an 
which  it  occasions  is  very  distressing.  This  opening  was  made  into  the  trachea,  however, 
impression  may  be  imitated  by  pressure  on  in  those  instances  in  which,  from  any  cause, 
the  nerve,  which  induces  an  immediate  in-  the  entrance  of  air  was  obstructed, 
spiratory  movement.  That  the  nerve  is  The  real  character  of  the  morbid  changes 
capable  of  conveying  those  impressions,  in  the  lungs,  which  are  induced  by  cutting 
which  become  $en$atitm$  when  communi-  the  par  vagum,  the  order  in  which  they 
cated  to  the  senaorium,  is  forther  evident  arise,  and  the  causes  to  which  they  are  im- 
from  the  fact  that,  when  its  trunk  is  pinched,  mediately  due,  constitute  very  interesting 
the  animal  gives  signs  of  acute  pain.  Besides  subjects  of  investigation ;  and  the  knowledge 
the  pulmonary  impressions,  this  nerve  also  of  them  will  probably  throw  light  upon 
conveys  to  the  medulla  oblongata  those  many  ill-understood  morbid  phenomena, 
which  originate  in  the  mucous  surface  of  In  tiie  first  place,  it  has  been  fully  esta- 
the  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi,  as  well  as  blished  by  Dr.  Rdd,  that  section  of  the 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  oesophagus  and  the  vagus  on  one  side  only  does  not  necessarily, 
stomach.  The  purpose  of  these  is  to  stimu-  or  even  gradually,  induce  disease  of  that 
late  various  movements,  which  are  performed  lung;  and  hence  the  important  infisrenoe 
through  the  motor  portion  of  the  trunk.  If  maybe  drawn,  that  the  nerve  does  not  exer- 
the  experiments  of  Valentin  are  to  be  relied  ase  any  immediate  influence  on  its  functions, 
on,  this  portion  is  derived,  as  formerly  stated.  When  both  vagi  are  divided,  however,  the 
from  the  roote  of  the  spinal  accessory  nerve ;  animal  rarely  survives  long ;  but  its  death 
which,  according  to  bun,  are  purely  motor,  frequently  nsults  from  the  disorder  of  the 
whilst  those  of  the  par  vagum  are  purely  digestive  functions.  Sometimes,  however, 
afferent.  Whether  or  not  this  be  true,  it  is  the  power  of  digestion  is  restored  sufficiently 
certain  that  the  trunk  of  the  par  vagum  con-  to  re-invigorate  the  animals ;  and  their  lives 
tains  a  large  number  of  motor  filaments,  may  be  prolonged  for  a  considerable  time, 
through  which  are  excited  the  actions  of  the  In  fifteen  out  of  seventeen  animals  experi- 
musdes  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx,  of  the  mented  on  by  Dr.  Reid,  the  lungs  were 
oesophagus,  and  in  some  degree,  of  the  found  more  or  less  unfit  for  the  healthy 
stomach  and  respiratory  tubes.  performance  of  their  functions.    The  most 

The  section  of  the  par  vagum  produces,  common  morbid  changes  were  a  congested 

as  would  readily  be  expected,  great  disorder  state  of  the  blood-vessds,  and  an  effusion  of 
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motioiis  are  unimpaired ;  and  all  experiments  face.  Subsequently  to  its  tnt  entmiee  into 
and  pathological  observations  concur  in  at-  the  canal  by  which  it  emeiiges,  ^umerer,  it 
tributing  to  it  sensory  endowments  only,  anastomoses  with  other  nerves;  and  Anam 
The  only  apparent  exception  is  in  the  case  sensory  fibres  are  introduced  into  it  from 
of  the  naso-ciliary  branch;  since  there  is  many  different  sources, ^ anteriorly,  from 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  long  root  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  posteriorly,  from  the 
the  ciliary  ganglion,  and  the  long  ciliary  cervical  nerves — whidi  cause  irritation  of 
nerves,  possess  motor  powers ;  bat  these  various  of  its  branches  to  produce  pain.  Tlw 
appear  to  be  derived  from  the  sympathetic  number  and  situation  of  the  anastomoses 
nerve.  When  the  whole  nerve,  or  its  an-  vary  much  in  different  animids ;  so  that  it 
,  tenor  branch,  is  divided  in  the  rabbit,  the  is  impossible  to  make  any  very  comprehca- 
pupil  is  exceedingly  contracted,  and  remains  sive  statement  in  r^ard  to  them.  Esqperi* 
immoveable ;  but  in  dogs  and  pigeons  it  is  mental  researches  leave  no  doubt  that  the 
dilated.  The  pupil  of  the  other  eye  is  seventh  pair  is  the  general  nxytor  ncrre  ef 
scarcely  affected;  or,  if  its  dimensions  be  the  face,  ministering  to  the  inilaenoe  ot 
changed,  it  soon  returns  to  its  natural  state,  volition  and  of  emotion,  and  also  being  the 
The  eyeball  speedily  becomes  inflamed,  how-  channel  of  the  reflex  movements  oonooned 
ever ;  and  the  inflammation  usually  runs  on  in  respiration  and  other  associated  move- 
to  suppuration  and  complete  disorganization,  ments  of  the  muscles,  but  not  being  in  the 
The  commencement  of  these  changes  may  be  least  concerned  in  the  act  of  mastication, 
commonly  noticed  within  twenty-four  hours  The  functions  of  the  flo9§0'pkmyn§emi 
after  the  operation ;  and  they  appear  to  be  nerve  have  been  heretofbre  alluded  to  in 
due  to  the  want  of  the  protective  secretion,  part ;  but  there  still  remain  several  qiaestioBa 
which  (as  will  be  explained  when  the  direct  to  be  discussed  in  regard  to  them.  Reasons 
influence  of  the  nervous  system  upon  the  have  been  given  for  the  belief  that  it  is  chiefly* 
organic  functions  is  considered)  is  necessary  if  not  entirely,  an  afferent  nerve,  not  having 
to  keep  the  mucous  surfince  of  the  eye  in  any  direct  power  of  exciting  muscular  ooa-^ 
its  healthy  condition,  and  which  is  not  traction,  but  conveying  impressions  to  the 
formed  when  the  sensibility  of  that  surface  medulla  oblongata,  which  produce  reflex 
is  destroyed.  movements  of  the  other  nerves.    Some  ex- 

The  tuperior  mari/Zory branch,  considered  perimenters  assert,  that  they  have  sueoeeded 

in  itself,  is  equally  destitute  of  motor  endow*  in  exciting  direct  muscular  actions  through 

ments  with  the  ophthalmic;  but  its  oonnec-  its  trunk.     His  is  by  no  means  impossible; 

tions  with  other  nerves,  through  the  spheno-  but  if  the  truth  of  the  statement  be  admitted, 

palatine  ganglion  and  its  anastomosing  twigs,  it  does  not  invalidate  the  inferences  regarding 

may  introduce  a  few  motor  fibres  into  it.  the  general  function  of  the  nerve,  deduced  by 

The  n\ferior  maxillary  branch  is  the  only  Dr.  Reid  from  minute  anatomical  investiga- 

one  whi(^  possesses  motor  as  well  as  sensory  tion^  and  from  a  lai^e  number  of  experi- 

endowments  from  its  origin ;  but  its  different  ments. 

subdivisions  possess  these  endowments  in        Much  controversy  has  taken  place  on  the 

varying  proportions,  some  being  almost  ex-  question,  whether  this  nerve  is  to  be  re- 

dusivfdy  motor,  and  others  as  completely  of  garded  as  ministering,  partiy  or  exdusiveiy, 

a  sensory  character.    The  latter  is  probably  to  the  sense  of  taste ;  and  many  high  au- 

the  nature  of  the  lingual  branch ;  and  there  thorities  have  ranged  themselves  on  each 

seems  good  reason  to  believe,  as  will  presently  side.    The  question  involves  that  of  the 

be  shown,  that  this  ministers  not  only  to  the  function  of  tiie  lingual  branch  of  the  fifth 

tactile  sensibility  of  the  tongue,  but  to  the  pair ;  and  it  is  parUy  to  be  decided  by  the 

sense  of  taste.  The  muscles  put  in  action  by  anatomical  relations  of  the  two  nerves  le* 

this  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  are  solely  those  spectively.    The  glosso-pharyngeal  is  prin- 

concerned  in  the  masticatory  movements.  cipally  distributed  cm  the  mucous  waxbot  of 

The  partio  dura  of  the  seventh  pair,  or  tiie  fauces,  and  on  the  back  of  the  tongue, 

facial  nerve,  has  been  supposed,  since  the  According  to  Valentin,  it  sends  a  branch 

first  researches  of  Sir  C.  Bell,  to  be  a  nerve  forwards,  on  either  side,  somewhat  beneath 

of  motion  only ;  but  some  recent  physiolo-  the  lateral  margin,  which  supplies  the  edges 

gists  have  maintained  that  it  both  possesses  and  inferior  sn^hce  of  the  tip  of  the  tongue, 

sensory  endowments,  and  arises  by  a  double  and  inosculates  with  the  lingual  branch  of 

root.  The  latter  assertion  is  quite  fallacious ;  the  fifth  pair.  On  the  other  hand,,  the  upper 

and  the  most  carefully -conducted  experi-  surface  of  the  front  of  the  tongue  is  supplied 

ments  do  not  bear  out  the  former.    By  ex-  by  this  lingiyil  branch.    The  experiments  oC 

posing  the  roots  of  the  seventh  pair  within  Dr.  Aloock,  whose  conclusions  are  bonie 

the  cranium,  Valentin  ascertained  that  it  out  by  Dr.  J.  Reid,  leave  little  doubt  in  my 

possesses    no    sensory  endowments  at    its  own  mind,  that  the  gustative  sensibility  of 

origin ;  since,  when  these  were  touched,  the  this  part  of  the  tongue  is  due  to  the  latter 

animals  gave  no  signs  of  pain,  though  violent  nerve,  being  evidently  impaired  by  division 

mascular  movements  were  excited  in  the  of  it.     Moreover,  cases  are  by  no  means 
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loglst  has  to  oobtelidy  from  the  Impossibfiky  re-estebliahed.    In  tho  animalB  iR^iich  died 
of  insnktiiig  'any  iadrndual  organ  from  its  before  that  time,  no  indieadon  of  it  oould  be 
mutual  actlona  and  reaction!,  whenbe  wiehee  discovered  by  Dr.  Reid ;  In  those  which  sar- 
to  examine  the  order  and  dependence  of  its  Tired  longer,  g^reat  emaciation  took  place ; 
phenomena."  In  snch investigations  no nsefiil  but  when  life  was  suffidentiy  prolonged,  tiie 
inference  can  be  drawn  from  one  or  two  ez-  power  of  assimilation  seemed  almoet  com- 
periments  only ;  in  order  to  avoid  all  sources  pletely  restored.    This  was  tiie  ease  in  four 
of  ftdlacy,  a  large  number  must  be  made ;  out  of  the  seventeen  dogs  experimented  on  ; 
the  points  in  which  all  agree  must  be  sepa-  and  the  evidence  of  this  restoration  consisted 
rated  from  others  in  whidb  there  is  a  varia-  in  the  recovery  of  flesh  and  blood  by  the 
tion  of  results ;  and  it  must  be  then  inquired  animals,  the  vomiting  of  half-digested  food 
to  what  the  latter  are  due.    These  observa-  permanentiy    reddening  litmus  paper,  the 
tions  apply  equally  to  the  other  principal  disappearance  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 
subject  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  functions  alimentary  matter  from  the  intestinal  canal, 
of  the  par  vagum,--it8  influence  upon  the  and  the  existence  of  chyle  in  the  lacteals.  It 
process  of  digestion.     The  results  obtained  may  serve  to  account  in  some  d<^ree  for  the 
by  different  experimenters  have  led  to  diffe-  contrary  results  pbtained  by  other  experi- 
rences  of  opinion  as  to  its  action,  no  less  menters,  to  state  that  seven  out  of  Dr. 
remarkable  than  those  on  the  question  just  Reid's   seventeen    experiments    were    per- 
discussed.   Dr.  Wilson  Philip  has  long  main-  formed  before  he  obtained  any  evidence  of 
tained  that  the  par  vagum  controlled  the  se-  digestion  after  the  operation ;  and  that  the 
cretion  of  gastric  juice,  which  he  stated  to  four   which    furnished    this    followed    one 
cease  when  the  nerve  is  divided ;  and  he  another  almost  in  succession ;  so  that  it  is 
flirther  stated,  that  the  influence  of  galva-  easy  to  understand  why  those  who  were 
nism,   propagated  along  the  nerve,  would  satisfled  with  a  small  number  of  experiments 
re-establish  the  secretion.    This  statement  should  have  been  led  to  deny  it  altogether, 
has  been    quoted  and  re-quoted,  as  an  es-  It  may  be  hoped,  then,  that  physiologists 
tablished  physiological  position;  and,  when  will  cease  to  adduce  the  oft-cited  experiments 
united  with  the  well-known  fact,  that  gal-  of  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  in  favour  of  the  hypo- 
vanism  would  excite  muscular  contraction,  thesis  (for  such  it  must  be  termed)  that  sa- 
lt has  seemed  to  Dr.  W.  Philip  and  other  cretion  is  dependent  upon  nervous  influence, 
physiologists  sufficient  to  establish  the  im-  and  that  this  is  identical  with   galvanism, 
portant  position,  that  galvanism  and  nervous  Additional  evidence  of  their  fallacy  is  derived 
influence  are  identical.  The  statement,  how-  from  the  feet  mentioned  by  Dr.  Reid,  that 
ever,  has  been  disputed  by  many  other  ex-  the  ususl  mucous  secretions  of  the  stomach 
perimenters,  who  have  satisfied  themselves  were  always  found;  and  they  are  further 
that  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice  continued,  invalidated  by  the  testimony  of  Miiller,  who 
but  have  attributed  the  impairment  of  the  denies  that  galvanism  has  any  influence  in 
digestive  power,  which  is  certainly  a  result  re-establishing  the  gastric  secretion,  when  it 
(for  a  time  at  least)  of  the  operation,  to  has  been  checked  by  section  of  the  nerves, 
the  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  Another  series  of  experiments  was  performed 
stomadi.  by  Dr.  Reid,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
The  experiments  of  Dr.  Reid  do  not  fur-  validity  of  the  results  obtained  by  Sir  B. 
nish  grounds  for  positive  conclusions  on  the  Brodie,  relative  to  the  effects  of  section  of  the 
subject ;  but  they  fomish  important  oorrec-  par  vagum  upon  the  secretions  of  tfaestomach, 
tion  of  the  results  obtained  by  others.     He  after  theintroduction  of  arseniousaddintothe 
has  succeeded,  as  formerly  stated,  in  pro-  system.    According  to  that  eminent  surgeon 
ducing  movements  of  the  stomadi,  by  irrita-  and  physiologist,  when  the  poison  was  intro- 
tions  of  the  vagi ;  but  that  these  movements  duced  after  the  par  vagum  had  been  divided 
may  be  ezdted  in  other  ways  is  evident  from  on  each  side,  the  quantity  of  the  protective 
the  feet  that,  in  several  of  his  experiments,  mucons  and  watery  secretions  was  much  less 
fbod  was  digested  and  propelled  into  the  than  usual,  although  obvious  marks  of  in- 
duodenum  subsequently  to  the  operation,  flammation  were  present.     In  order  to  avoid 
Hie  same  feet,  whidi  he  appears  to  have  error  as  much  as  possible.  Dr.  Reid  made 
fblly  snbstantiated,    is  an  incontrovertible  five  sets  of  experiments,  employing  two  dogs 
proof,  that  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice  is  in  each,  as  nearly  as  possible  of  equal  nze 
Wit  dependent  on  nervous  influence  supplied  and  strencth,  introducing  tiie  same  quantity 
by  the  par  vagum,  though  donbUess  in  part  of  the  poison  into  the  system  of  each  in  the 
regulated  by  it.     The  first  effectfi  of  the  same  manner,  but  cutting  the  vagi  in  one, 
operation,  however,   are  almost  invariably  and  leaving  them  entire  in  the  other.    This 
found  to  be  vomiting  (in  those  animals  sen-  eomparaiive  mode  of  experimenting  is  ob- 
sible  of  it),  loathing  of  food,  and  arrestment  viously  the  only  one  admissible  in  such  an 
of  the  digestive  process ;  and  it  is  not  until  investigation.     Its  result  was  in  every  in 
after  four  or  five  days  that  the  power  seems  stance  opposed  to  the  statements  of  Sir  B. 
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Brodie;  the  quantity  of  tiie  muoons  and  dtepaiAait  upon  Uie  blood,  and  tlidr  amber 

watery  aectetions  of  tbe  etomach  betiigneariy  were  not  regulated  bj  the  quantity  flowm^ 

the  aame  in  each  individnal  of  the  nKpecHwe  iirto  its  caTitiea,  werj  aeriooa  and  inevitaUy 

pairs  subjected  to  experiment;  so  that  they  fatal  disturbances  of  the  heart's  action  wonld 

can  no  longer  be  referred  to  the  influence  of  aoon  take  place.    That  this  adjostncnt  docs 

tkie  eighth  pair  of  nerres.    Moreover,  the  not  take  place  throogh  the  medinm  of  the 

appearances  of  inflammation  were,  in  four  nervous  centres  is  evident  from  the  £act  that, 

out  of  the  'five  cases,  greatest  in  the  animals'  in  a  dog,  in  which  the  par  vagum  and  sym- 

whose  vagi  were  left  entire;  and  this  aeemed  pathetic  had  been  divided  in  t^  neck  on  eacb 

to  be  referrible  to  the  longer  duration  of  aide,  violent  struggling,  indnf>ed  by  alarm, 

their  Uvea  after  the  arsenic  had  been  intro-  raised  the  number  of  pulsationa  firom  130  to 

duoed.    The  results  of  Sir  B.  Brodie's  eaqpe-  260  per  minute.     It  is  impoaaihie  to  aaoer- 

riments  may  perhaps  be  exphuned  by  the  tain,  by  experiment  iqpon  the  lower  animaht, 

speedy  occurrence  of  death  in  the  subjects  of  whether  simple  emotion,  nnattcnded  with 

them,  consequent  (it  may  be)  upon  the  want  struggling  or  other  exertion,  would  afleot 

of  sufficiently  free  respiration,  which  was  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  after  aection  of  the 

carefully  guarded  against  by  Dr.  Reid.  vagi ;  but,  when  the  laige  proportion  of  the 

So  ftir  as  the  results  of  Dr.  Reid's  experi*  ganglionic  nervea  proceeding  to  this  organ 

ments  may  be  trusted  to,  therefore,  (and  1  are  considered,  and  when  it  ii  also  remem- 

am  myself  disposed  to  rely  on  them  almost  bered  that  irritation  of  the  roots  of  the  upper 

impliatly),  all  the  arguments  which  have  ooirical  nerves  stimulates  the  action  of  the 

been  drawn,  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  that  heart  through  it,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that 

secretion  depends  upon  nervous  agency,  from  both  may  serve  as  the  channels  of  this  influ- 

the  effects  of  lesion  of  tbe  vagi  upon  the  eooe,  especially  in  such  animals,  as  the  dog, 

functions  of  the  stomadi,  must  be  set  aside,  in  which  the  two  freely  inoacnlate  in  the 

That  this  nerve  has  an  important  in/iutnce  neck. 

on  the  gastric  secretion,  is  evident  firom  the        In  regard  to  the  functions  of  tbe  apimal 

deficiency  in  its  amount  soonafter  theopera-  occesfory  nerve,  also,  there  has  been  great 

tion,  as  well  as  from  other  facts.     But  this  difference  of  opinion ;  the  peculiarity  <tf  its 

is  a  very  different  proposition  from  that  just  origin  and  course  having  led  to  the  belief 

aUuded  to ;  and  I  shall  employ  Dr.  Reid's  that  some  very  especial  purpose  is  answered 

very  happy  illustration  of  the  difference,  by  it.    We  shall  first  *»MtiiiM*  what  evidence 

**  Ttus  movements  of  a  horse,"  he  observes,  of  its  character  may  be  obtsined  from  its 

''are  independent  of  the  rider  on  his  back, —  anatomy  only.     Its  filaments  come  off  firom 

in  other  words,  the  rider  does  not  furnish  the  the  middle  column  of  the  spinal  cord,  most 

conditions  necessary  for  the  movements  of  frequently  as  low  down  as  the  origins  of  the 

the  horse ; — but  every  one  knows  bow  much  sixUi  and  seventh  cervical  nerves.     In  its 

these  movements  may  be  influenced  by  the  course  upwards  to  the  foramen  magnum,  it 

hand  and  heel  of  the  rider."  lies  between  the  posterior  roots  of  the  apinal 

It  only  remains  to  notice  the  influence  of  nerves,  and  the  ligamentum  denticnlatom. 
section  of  the  vagi  upon  the  actions  of  the  It  sometimes  receives  filaments  from  these 
heart.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  me-  roots,  and  is  generally  connected  e^ieciaUy 
cfaanical  irritation  of  these  nerves,  especially  with  the  first  cervical;  according  to  Bellin- 
at  their  roots,  has  a  tendency  to  excite  or  geri,  however,  who  has  paid  great  attention 
accelerate  the  heart's  action.  It  remains  to  to  the  subject,  the  filaments  coming  from 
inquire  if  its  movements  are  dependent  upon  the  posterior  roots  do  not  form  part  of  the 
ite  influence,  or  if  it  is  the  channel  through  trunk  of  the  nerve,  but  leave  it  again  to 
which  they  are  affected  by  emotions  of  the  enter  the  posterior  root  of  the  first  cervicaL 
mind,  or  by  conditions  of  the  bodily  system.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  is  entirely 
In  regard  to  the  first  point,  no  doubt  can  be  true ;  as  some  experiments  appear  to  shew 
entertained ;  since  the  regular  movemente  of  that  the  spinal  accessory  is  in  some  degree  a 
the  heart  arebutlittle  affected  by  section  of  tbe  sensory  nerve,  even  at  its  roots.  As  tb» 
vagi.  In  rqiard  to  the  second,  there  is  more  trunk  passes  through  the  foramen  laoenim, 
difficulty  ;  since  the  number  of  causes  which  it  divides  into  two  branches ;  of  which  the 
may  influence  the  rapidity  and  pulsations  of  internal,  after  giving  off  some  fiiat|t^»n»«  that 
the  heart  is  very  considerable.  For  exam*  assist  in  forming  the  pharyngeal  branch* 
pie,  when  tbe  blood  is  forced  on  more  rapidly  of  the  par  vagum,  becomes  incorporated 
towards  the  heart,  as  in  exercise,  struggling,  with  the  trunk  of  that  nerve;  whilst  the  ex- 
&c.  the  stimulus  to  ite  contraction  is  more  ternal  proceeds  outwards,  and  is  finally  dis- 
frequently  renewed,  and  they  become  more  tributed  to  the  stemo*cleido-mastoideas  and 
fi!equent ;  and  when  the  current  moves  on  trapezius  muscles,  some  of  its  filamente  in- 
more  slowly,  as  in  a  stete  of  rest,  their  fre-  osculating  with  those  of  the  cervical  plexus, 
quency  becomes  proportionably  diminished.  It  is  interesting  to  remark,  that  the  junction 
If  the  contractions  of  the  heart  were  not  uf  the  anterior-  branch  with  the  par  vagum 
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beyond  the  point  at  which  the  latter  swells  side ;  and  after  the  oonmlsive  movements 
out  into  its  superior  ganglion,  increases  the  produced  by  it  had  ceased,  the  animal  was 
analogy,  which  has  beoi  sustained  upon  generally  found  in  a  state  similar  to  that 
other  grounds,  between  the  compound  trunk  which  we  sometimes  see  in  apoplexy ;  the 
thus  formed,  and  that  of  the  spmal  nerves  ;  action  of  the  heart  going  on,  and  the  respi- 
the  par  vagum  being  regarded  as  the  sensory  rations  being  slow  and  heaving,  and  the  sen- 
root,  and  the  spinal  accessory  as  the  motor,  sorial  fonctions  appearixig  to  be  completely 
According  to  Valentin,  however,  there  is  suspended.  The  respiratory  movements 
not  a  mere  passage  of  filaments  from  the  always  ceased  before  the  action  of  the  heart; 
spinal  accessory  to  the  par  vagum,  but  but  they  continued,  in  several  of  the  animals 
an  absolute  interchange — ^the  trunk  of  the  experimented  on,  sufficiently  long  to  allow 
former  containing  some  sensory  fibres  de-  the  muscles  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck 
rived  from  the  latter.  When  the  roots  of  to  be  laid  bare,  so  that  accurate  observations 
the  spinal  accessory  are  irritated,  as  appears  could  be  made  upon  their  contractions.  In 
from  the  experiments  of  Valentin,  no  de*  the  dog  and  cat  the  stemo-mastoid  does  not 
cided  indications  of  sensation  can  be  ob-  appear  to  have  much  participation  in  the 
tained;  but  all  the  motor  actions  of  the  par  ordinary  movements  of  respiration  ;  for  in 
vagum  manifest  themselves.  When  the  ex-  several  instances  it  could  not  be  seen  to 
temal  branch  is  irritated,  before  it  perforates  contract  on  either  side,  though  the  head  was 
the  stemo-mastoid  muscle,  vigorous  con-  forcibly  pulled  towards  the  chest  at  each  in- 
vuUdve  movements  of  that  muscle,  and  of  spiratory  movement,  chiefly  by  the  action  of 
the  trapezius,  are  produced :  and  the  animal  the  stemo-hyoid  and  thyroid  muscles.  In 
does  not  give  any  signs  of  pain,  unless  the  two  dogs  and  one  cat,  however,  in  which  the 
nerve  is  firmly  compressed  between  the  for-  head  was  fixed,  and  t^ese  respiratory  move- 
ceps,  or  is  included  in  a  tight  ligature,  ments  were  particularly  vigorous,  distinct 
Hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  functions  contractions  were  seen  in  the  exposed  stemo- 
of  this  nerve  are  chiefly  motor,  and  that  mastoid  muscles,  synchronous  with  the 
its  sensory  filaments  are  few  in  number,  other  movements  of  respiration :  these  were. 
Further,  when  the  nerve  has  been  cut  across,  perhaps,  somewhat  weaker  on  the  side  on 
or  firmly  tied,  irritation  of  the  lower  end  is  which  the  nerve  had  been  cut,  but  were  still 
attended  by  the  same  convulsive  movements  decidedly  present.  In  one  of  these  dogs, 
of  the  muscles ;  whilst  irritation  of  the  similar  movements  were  observed  in  the  tni- 
upper  end  in  connexion  with  the  spinal  cord  pezius,  on  the  side  on  which  the  nerve  had 
is  unattended  with  any  musenlav  movement,  been  divided.  As  the  condition  of  the  animal 
Hence  it  is  dear  that  the  motions  occasioned  forbad  tlie  idea  that  volition  could  be  the 
by  irritating  it  are  of  a  direct,  not  of  a  reflex  cause  of  these  movements,  it  can  scarcely  be 
character.  The  same  muscular  movements  questioned  that  Sir  C.  Bell's  statement  was 
are  observed  on  irritating  the  nerve  in  the  an  erroneous  one.  As  far,  therefore,  as 
recently -killed  as  in  the  Uving  animal.  Ac-  these  experiments  afford  any  positive  data 
cording  to  Sir  C.  Bell,  the  spinal  accessory  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  this  nerve,  it 
is  a  purely  respiratory  nerve,  whose  office  it  may  be  concluded  that  they  are  the  same  as 
is  to  excite  the  involuntary  or  automatic  those  of  the  cervical  plexus,  with  which  it 
movements  of  the  muscles  it  supplies,  which  anastomoses  freely.  **  Future  anatomical  re- 
share  in  the  act  of  respiration ;  and  he  states  searches,"  as  Dr.  Reid  justly  remailcs, 
that  the  division  of  it  paralyses  the  muscles  **  may  perhaps  explain  to  us  how  it  follows 
to  which  it  is  distributed,  as  muscles  of  this  peculiar  course,  without  obliging  us  to 
respiration,  though  they  still  perform  the  suppose  that  it  has  a  reference  to  any  special 
voluntary  movements  through  the  medium  function  in  the  adult  of  the  human  species." 
of  the  spinal  nerves.  Both  Valentin  and  The  study  of  the  history  of  development 
Dr.  Reid,  however,  positively  deny  that  this  has  accounted  satisfactorily  for  the  peculiar 
is  the  case.  Dr.  Reid's  method  of  experi-  course  of  the  recurrent  larjrngeal,  which  may 
menting  was  well  adapted  to  test  the  truth  be  traced  passing  directly  from  the  par 
of  the  assertion.  Considering  that,  in  the  vagum  to  the  larynx,  at  a  time  when  the 
ordinary  condition  of  the  animal,  it  might  neck  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist,  and  when 
be  difficult  to  distinguish  the  actions  of  par-  that  oi^n  is  buried  in  the  thorax.  As  this 
tiottlar  muscles,  breath  the  skin,  when  rises  in  the  neck,  the  nerve,  which  at  first 
those  in  the  neighbourhood  were  in  opera-  came  off  below  the  great  transverse  blood - 
tjon ;  and  also  that  the  usual  automatic  vessels,  has  both  its  origin  and  its  termina- 
movements  might  be  simulated  by  voluntary  tion  carried  upwards  ;  whilst  it  is  still  tied 
action,  when  the  breathing  might  be  ren-  down  by  these  vessels  in  the  middle  of  its 
dered  difficult;   he  adopted  the  following  course. 

plan : — A  small  dose  of  prussic  acid  was  

given  to  an  animal  in  which  the  spinal  ac- 
cessory had  been  previously  divided  on  one 
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Brodie;   the  quantity  of  the  mucous  and  dependent  upon  the  blood,  and  their  number 

watery  secretions  of  the  stomach  being  nearly  were  not  regulated  by  the  quantity  flowing 

the  same  in  each  individual  of  the  respective  into  its  cavities,  very  serious  and  inevitably 

pairs  subjected  to  experiment ;  so  that  they  fatal  disturbances  of  the  heart's  action  would 

can  no  longer  be  referred  to  the  influence  of  soon  take  place.     That  this  adjustment  does 

the  eighth  pair  of  nerves.     Moreover,  the  not  take  pkce  through  the  medium  of  the 

appearances  of  inflammation  were,  in  four  nervous  centres  is  evident  from  the  fact  that* 

out  of  the  'five  cases,  greatest  in  the  animals'  in  a  dog,  in  which  the  par  vagum  and  sym- 

whose  vagi  were  left  entire ;  and  this  seemed  pathetic  had  been  divided  in  the  neck  on  each 

to  be  referrible  to  the  longer  duration  of  side,  violent  struggling,  induced  by  alarm, 

their  lives  after  the  arsenic  had  been  Intro-  raised  the  number  of  pulsations  from  130  to 

duced.     The  results  of  Sir  B.  Brodie's  expe-  260  per  minute.     It  is  impossible  to  asoer- 

riments  may  perhaps  be  explained  by  the  tain,  by  experiment  upon  the  lower  animals, 

speedy  occurrence  of  death  in  the  subjects  of  whether  simple  emotion,  unattended  with 

them,  consequent  (it  may  be)  upon  the  want  struggling  or  other  exertion,  would  affect 

of  sufficiently  free  respiration,   which  was  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  after  section  of  the 

carefidly  guarded  against  by  Dr.  Reid.  vagi ;  but,  when  the  large  proportion  of  the 

So  far  as  the  results  of  Dr.  Reid's  experi-  ganglionic  nerves  proceeding  to  this  organ 

ments  may  be  trusted  to,  therefore,  (and  I  are  considered,  and  when  it  is  also  remem- 

am  myself  disposed  to  rely  on  them  almost  bered  that  irritation  of  the  roots  of  the  upper 

implicitly),  all  the  arguments  which  have  cervical  nerves  stimulates  the  action  of  the 

been  drawn,  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  that  heart  through  it,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that 

secretion  depends  upon  nervous  agency,  from  both  may  serve  as  the  channels  of  this  influ- 

the  effects  of  lesion  of  the  vagi  upon  the  ence,  especially  in  such  animals,  as  the  dog, 

functions  of  the  stomach,  must  be  set  aside,  in  which  the  two  freely  inosculate  in  the 

That  this  nerve  has  an  important  influence  neck. 

on  the  gastric  secretion,  is  evident  from  the        In  regard  to  the  functions  of  the  epmai 

deficiency  in  its  amount  soon  after  the  opera-  acceuory  nerve,  also,  there  has  been  great 

tion,  as  well  as  from  other  facts.     But  this  difference  of  opinion ;  the  peculiarity  of  its 

is  a  very  different  proposition  from  that  just  origin  and  course  having  led  to  the  belief 

alluded  to ;  and  I  shall  employ  Dr.  Reid's  that  some  very  especial  purpose  is  answered 

very  happy  illustration  of  the  difference,  by  it.    We  shall  first  examine  what  evidence 

"llie  movements  of  a  horse,"  he  observes,  of  its  character  may  be  obtained  from  its 

*'are  independent  of  the  rider  on  his  back, —  anatomy  only.     Its  filaments  come  off  from 

in  other  words,  the  rider  does  not  furnish  the  the  middle  coluom  of  the  spinal  cord,  most 

conditions  necessary  for  the  movements  of  frequently  as  low  down  as  the  origins  of  the 

the  horse ; — but  every  one  knows  how  much  sixth  and  seventh  cervical  nerves.     In  its 

these  movements  may  be  influenced  by  the  course  upwards  to  the  foramen  magnum,  it 

band  and  heel  of  the  rider."  lies  between  the  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal 

It  only  remains  to  notice  the  influence  of  nerves,  and  the  Ugamentum  denticnlatum. 
section  of  the  vagi  upon  the  actions  of  the  It  sometimes  receives  filaments  from  these 
heart.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  me-  roots,  and  is  generally  connected  especially 
chanical  irritation  of  these  nerves,  especially  with  the  first  cervical;  according  to  Bellin- 
at  their  roots,  has  a  tendency  to  excite  or  geri,  however,  who  has  paid  great  attention 
accelerate  the  heart's  action.  It  remains  to  to  the  subject,  the  filaments  coming  from 
inquire  if  its  movements  are  dependent  upon  the  posterior  roots  do  not  form  part  of  the 
its  influence,  or  if  it  is  the  channel  through  trunk  of  the  nerve,  but  leave  it  again  to 
which  they  are  affected  by  emotions  of  the  enter  the  posterior  root  of  the  first  cervicaL 
mind,  or  by  conditions  of  the  bodily  system.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  is  entirely 
In  regard  to  the  first  point,  no  doubt  can  be  true ;  as  some  experiments  appear  to  shew 
entertained ;  since  the  regular  movements  of  that  the  spinal  accessory  is  in  some  degree  a 
the  heart  arebuthttle  affected  by  section  of  the  sensory  nerve,  even  at  its  roots.  As  the 
vagi.  In  regard  to  the  second,  there  is  more  trunk  passes  through  the  foramen  lacerum, 
difficulty ;  sioce  the  number  of  causes  which  it  divides  into  two  branches ;  of  which  the 
may  influence  the  rapidity  and  pulsations  of  internal,  after  giving  off  some  filaments  that 
the  heart  is  very  considerable.  For  exam-  assist  in  forming  the  pharyngeal  branch- 
pie,  when  the  blood  is  forced  on  more  rapidly  of  the  par  vagum,  becomes  incorporated 
towards  the  heart,  as  in  exercise,  struggling,  with  the  trunk  of  that  nerve;  whilst  the  ex- 
&c.  the  stimulus  to  its  contraction  is  more  temal  proceeds  outwards,  and  is  finally  dis- 
frequently  renewed,  and  they  become  more  tributed  to  the  stemo-cleido-mastoideus  and 
frequent ;  and  when  the  current  moves  on  trapezius  muscles,  some  of  its  filaments  in- 
more  slowly,  as  in  a  state  of  rest,  their  fre-  osculating  with  those  of  the  cervical  plexus, 
quency  becomes  proportionably  diminished.  It  is  interesting  to  remark,  that  the  junction 
If  the  contractions  of  the  heart  were  not  of  the  anterior-  branch  with  the  par  vagum 
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beyond  the  point  at  which  the  latter  swells  side ;  and  after  the  convulsive  movements 
out  into  its  superior  ganglion,  increases  the  produced  by  it  had  ceased,  the  animal  was 
analogy,  which  has  been  sustained  upon  generally  found  in  a  state  similar  to  that 
other  grounds,  between  the  compound  trunk  which  we  sometimes  see  in  apoplexy ;  the 
thus  formed,  and  that  of  the  spinal  nerves  ;  action  of  the  heart  going  on,  and  the  respi- 
the  par  vagum  being  regarded  as  the  sensory  rations  being  slow  and  heaving,  and  the  sen- 
root,  and  the  spinal  accessory  as  the  motor,  sorial  functions  appearing  to  be  completely 
According  to  Valentin,  however,  there  is  suspended.  The  respiratory  movements 
not  a  mere  passage  of  filaments  from  the  always  ceased  before  the  action  of  the  heart; 
spinal  accessory  to  the  par  vagum,  but  but  tiiey  continued,  in  several  of  the  animals 
an  absolute  interchange — the  trunk  of  the  experimented  on,  sufficiently  long  to  aUow 
former  containing  some  sensory  fibres  de-  the  muscles  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck 
rived  from  the  latter.  When  the  roots  of  to  be  laid  bare,  so  that  accurate  observations 
the  spinal  accessory  are  irritated,  as  appears  could  be  made  upon  their  contractions.  In 
from  the  experiments  of  Valentin,  no  de-  the  dog  and  cat  the  stemo^mastoid  does  not 
cided  indications  of  sensation  can  be  ob-  appear  to  have  much  participation  in  the 
tained;  but  all  the  motor  actions  of  the  par  ordinary  movements  of  respiration  ;  for  in 
vagum  manifest  themselves.  When  the  ex-  several  instances  it  could  not  be  seen  to 
tcnial  branch  is  irritated,  before  it  perforates  contract  on  either  side,  though  the  head  was 
the  stemo-mastoid  muscle,  vigorous  con-  forcibly  pulled  towards  the  chest  at  each  in- 
vulaive  movements  of  that  muscle,  and  of  spiratory  movement,  chiefly  by  the  action  of 
the  trapezius,  are  produced :  and  the  animal  the  stemo-hyoid  and  thyroid  muscles.  In 
does  not  give  any  signs  of  pain,  unless  the  two  dogs  and  one  cat,  however,  in  which  the 
nerve  is  firmly  compressed  between  the  for-  head  was  fixed,  and  these  respiratory  move- 
ceps,  or  is  included  in  a  tight  ligature,  ments  were  particularly  vigorous,  distinct 
Hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  functions  contractions  were  seen  in  the  exposed  stemo- 
of  tiiis  nerve  are  chiefly  motor,  and  that  mastoid  muscles,  synchronous  with  the 
its  sensory  filaments  are  few  in  number,  other  movements  of  respiration :  these  were, 
Further,  when  the  nerve  has  been  cut  across,  perhaps,  somewhat  weaker  on  the  side  on 
or  firmly  tied,  irritation  of  the  lower  end  is  which  the  nerve  had  been  cut,  but  were  still 
attended  by  the  same  convulsive  movements  decidedly  present.  In  one  of  these  dogs, 
of  the  muscles ;  whilst  irritation  of  the  similar  movements  were  observed  in  the  tra- 
Qpper  end  in  connexion  with  the  spinal  cord  pexius,  on  the  side  on  which  the  nerve  had 
is  unattended  with  any  muscular  movement,  been  diivided.  As  the  condition  of  the  animal 
Hence  it  is  clear  that  the  motions  occasioned  forbad  the  idea  that  volition  could  be  the 
by  irritating  it  are  of  a  direct,  not  of  a  reflex  cause  of  these  movements,  it  can  scarcely  be 
character.  The  same  muscular  movements  questioned  that  Sir  C.  Bell's  statement  was 
are  observed  on  irritating  the  nerve  in  the  an  erroneous  one.  As  far,  therefore,  as 
recenUy -killed  as  in  the  Uving  animal.  Ac-  these  experiments  afford  any  positive  data 
cording  to  Sir  C.  Bell,  the  spinal  accessory  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  this  nerve,  it 
is  a  purely  respiratory  nerve,  whose  office  it  may  be  concluded  that  they  are  the  same  as 
is  to  excite  tiie  involuntary  or  automatic  those  of  the  cervicsl  plexus,  with  which  it 
movements  of  the  muscles  it  supplies,  which  anastomoses  freely.  **  Future  anatomical  re- 
share  in  the  ant  of  respiration ;  and  he  states  searches,"  as  Dr.  Reid  justiy  remailcs, 
that  the  division  of  it  paralyses  the  muscles  **  may  perhaps  explain  to  us  how  it  follows 
to  which  it  is  distributed,  as  muscles  of  this  peculiar  course,  without  obliging  us  to 
respiration,  though  they  still  perform  the  suppose  that  it  has  a  reference  to  any  special 
voluntary  movements  through  the  medium  function  in  the  adult  of  the  human  species." 
of  the  spinal  nerves.  Botib  Valentin  and  The  study  of  the  history  of  development 
Dr.  Reid,  however,  positively  deny  that  this  has  accounted  satisfiu;torily  for  the  peculiar 
is  the  case.  Dr.  Reid's  meUiod  of  experi-  course  of  the  recurrent  laryngeal,  which  may 
menting  was  well  adapted  to  test  the  trutii  be  traced  passing  directly  from  the  par 
of  the  assertion.  Considering  that,  in  the  vagum  to  the  la^rnx,  at  a  time  when  the 
ordinary  condition  of  the  animal,  it  might  neck  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist,  and  when 
be  difficult  to  distinguish  the  actions  of  par-  that  organ  is  buried  in  the  thorax.  As  this 
tioular  musdes,  beneath  the  skin,  when  rises  in  the  neck,  the  nerve,  which  at  first 
those  in  the  neighbourhood  were  in  opera-  came  off  below  the  great  transverse  blood- 
tion ;  and  also  that  the  usual  automatic  vessels,  has  both  its  origin  and  its  termina- 
movements  might  be  simulated  by  voluntary  tion  carried  upwards  ;  whilst  it  is  still  tied 
action,  when  tiie  breathing  might  be  ren-  down  by  these  vessels  in  the  middle  of  its 
dered  difficult;  he  adopted  the  fbllowing  course, 
plan : — A  small  dose  of  prussic  acid  was  _ 
given  to  an  animal  in  which  the  spinal  ac- 
cessory had  been  previously  divided  on  one 
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nwdiate  oonditioiu  between  these  — ^- 
SOME  POINTS  IN  THE  PATHOLOGY    ,^1  states ;  and  that  one  condition  nay 
OF  THE  CIRCULATION.  pass  into  another.    For  exanmle,  that 

,.  TM,  n  c     congestion,  by  the  soper-additioa  of 

BYCHA»i^J.B.Wii.LiAM8,M.D.F.R.b.    determination  of  blood,  may  be  coo- 

ihrofeMoroftbcPriiKApie««ndPr»cticeof        verted  into  inflammation:  that  detcr^ 

Medicioe.  Unive«ity  CoDege,  U>i>don.  ^i^^tion  of  blood.  by  OVerdiUting  the 

Beinp  the  subiitmee  qf  the  OuUtaman       capillaries,  may  become  inflanunarioo ; 

Leeture$J&r  1841.  ^^^^  jj^g  converse,  by  mmmiwm^  fcaaa 

rcondiidedfromp.683.]  incipieiii  inflaamKiatum,  the   einait 

deteiminaiion  of  blood,  we  may  rednee 

The  foregoing  experiment,  and  conai.  it  to  simple  congestion »  «^°  »J|^ 
derations^eaf  to^  eonclosion,  that  cases,  by  remonng  »^  «>j^g«f^P^ 
the  moat  esaentfail  character  of  inflam-  by  constnnpng  ^^e  cV«l^-«^^ 
matkm  consists  in  an  increased  motion  convert  it  mto  simple  determinatiGo 
or  determination  of  blood  to  the  aflfected    of  blood. 

oart.  with  a  tardy  or  obstructed  flow        Snch  results  should  we  ded«ee  from 
tttJtLpartTthe  force  of  the  in-    the  l^^f^^J^^^^J^;^ 
creased  motion  beinj  partly  expended    point  out  how  exacfly  ^^J^^ 
in  the  arterial  portion  of  the  dilated    ^''^^^;r^'^l^^^ ,^^^ 
capillaries,  and  partly  diverted  into  the    are  daily  exhibiti^^^^^  ^^,^^  V^ 
collateral  channels,  L  abundantly  sun-    be  *^diou8,and  is  not  n« 
plied  by   the  anastomoses  of  vessefs.    <>'',}^F''iZ.^^        ff^^^^^^ 
^he  olitruction  in  the  vessels  of  an    "^^s ;  but  there  are  a  few  w^^^^ 
inflamed  part,  we  found  reason  to  as.    been  little  noticed  or  «^^nf^; ^""^ 
cribThi  bart  (especially  at  ite  com-    are  jret  of  common  occurrence,  and 
me^cemeS^^^to^  the  increased  mass  in    sufficiently  "^ple  when  tned  by  this 
the  smaller  vessels,  and  the  dimmUhed    key  to  vascular  pathol^.       _,  .  ^ 
elasticity  of  their  coats;  and  in  part        Every  one  ?»  ^«  J^^hVli-l^lh? 
also  (anii  this  is  the  chief  cause  in  se-    disease,  especially  wi^  ^J^^^ 
vereorconfirmedinflammation8)tothe    acal  signs,  must  have  i^»^n^ 
unusual  formation  of  colourless   glo-    frequently  congestions,  even  n«nj^ 
bules,  which  adhere  to  the  walls  of  the    chanical  causes,  ^»«f»«»,^JJ*^^ 
tubes  and  to  each  other.  gravitauon.  orji^iscular  ^^J^j^^ii^ 

It  must  be  held  in  mind  that  the  ar-    come   converted  into   mflammaHona. 
tificial  mode  by  which  we  excite  inflam-    Tske  a  few  examples:— 
mation,  by  the  application  of  irritants,        The  lungs  become  congwted  bom 
i"  not  thi  moae%^  which  it  is  more    obstructive  -or  regurmtant  ^disease    of 
usually  excited  in  dfisease.    The  direct    the  mitral  or  aordc  onfice :  the  congw- 
and  intropulsive  action  of  cold,  and  the    tton  is  hypostatic,  occ"p%nng  the  po*- 
audden  sippression    of   secretions  or    tcro-mfcnor  parts  of  ^^^J^^^^f'^^^ 
dischargesrarethemostcommon  causes    na?a  is  induced :  t^c  heart  w exited  to 
of  inflwnmation ;  and  these  we  have    increased  action :  its  left  cayitiea  are 
already  found  to  produce  simple  con-    companiUvely  empty :   the  nght,  Md 
irestion.    To  convert  this  congestion    the  pulmonwy  yteiy,  are  full :  deter- 
fnto  inflammation,  the  additional  ele-    minationia  thereby  added  to  couMtion, 
ment,  determination  of  blood  to  the    which  thus  becomespneumonia,  Henee, 
part,  is  necessary;  and  this  local  de-    after  death  from  mieh  *»««fj|'  •*? 
termination  frequently  arises  out  of  the    heart,  parU  of  the  lun^we  aimoat  al; 
excitement  of  re-action  which  ensnes    ways  found  in  the  enp)rgedOThep*tiwl 
after  the  operation  of  the   causes  of   stages  of  inflammation,  •Moeoswoo- 
inflammation  just  noticed.  ^7  with  traces  of  purulent  infilMbon. 

But  if,  according  to  the  views  now  The  inflammatory  character  of  the*«e 
advanced,  congestion,  determination  of  conditions  iseven  more  eqmvoaiHy  aem 
blood,  and  inflammation,  owe  their  first  in  fihns  of  recent  lymoh  on  the  serous 
distinctive  characters  to  definite  physi-  lining  of  the  chcsL  The  same  app^r- 
cal  differences  in  the  quantity  of  the  anccs  are  met  with  after  death  preceded 
blood,  and  the  distribution  of  its  mo-  by  prolonged  coma  from  apoplexv  or 
tion,  we  should  be  led  to  expect  tiiat  ^rcol^j  and  they  were  fowid  by 
these  differences  wiU  vaiy   much  in    Dr.  J.  Reid  in  animals  dead  from  the  faUJ 
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dyspnoea  induoedbydiTtding  the  eighth  tion,  the  phenomena  of  which  shew 
nerves.  By  impairing  the  respiration  themselves^  and  its  products  result 
these  causes  immediately  produce  con-  As  these  several  states,  conjzestion, 
gestion  in  the  lungs ;  but  in  an  organ  determination  of  blood,  and  in&mma- 
so  vascular  and  so  intimately  associated  tion,  may  pass  into  each  other,  so  there 
with  the  heart,  congestion  rarely  re-  are  intermediate  conditions,  which  it  ia 
mains  long  without  causing  more  or  difficult  to  refer  to  either  by  their  phe- 
less  re-action;  imperfect  it  may  be  in  nomena,  but  which  are  better  known  by 
these  states,  but  sufficient  to  evolve  their  results.  This  leads  me  to  consider 
from  the  congestion  those  low  inflam-  briefly,  in  conclusion,  the  local  effects 
matory  products  that  are  met  with  in  or  results  of  these  threer  states, 
these  cases.  So,  too,  as  the  function  of  As  the  functions  of  all  parts  oT  the 
re^iration  is  commonly  much  impaired  body  are  sustained  by  a  due  supply  of 
in  fevers  and  various  other  diseases,  in  blood  through  them,  so  these  functions 
which  the  sinking  which  precedes  death  may  be  variously  modified  b  v  differences 
is  prolon^d,  here  too  we  find  traces  of  in  this  supply :  diminished  supplv  re- 
pneumonia  (termed  bv  Laennac  ;meM-  ducingthem;  increased  supply  exalting 
mania  agonisttaiwm)  which  must  be  re-  them  within  certain  Umits ;  and  an 
ferred  to  the  same  category.  altered  distribution  changing  and  per- 

If  in  other  organs  the  conversion  of  verting    their    constituent    elements, 

congestion   into   inflammation  is  less  These  elements  are  the  vital  properties 

common  than  in  the  lungs,  this  must  -^eontractiUty,  temibilUyf  ana  setuarial 

be  referred  to  their  being  more  remote  powers,  the  e9eit<hmotory,  and  symfth 

from  the  heart,  the  source  of  motion,  thetic  property,  and  those  of  weerehon^ 

But  instances  are  not  wanting :  in  the  nutrition,  and  absorption,  added  to  pky^ 

brain  after  congestive  apoplexy,  and  in  gieal  properties.    By  thus  considering 

the  mucous  membranes  after  the  cold  or  them  in  the  abstract,  we  shall  be  en- 

conffestive  stage  in  fevers,  inflamma-  abledto  sketch  the  general  effects  of 

mations  arise  out  of  congestions.  congestion,  determination,  and  inflam* 

What  other,  in  fact,  is  the  operation  mation.    The  memory  and  observation 

of  cold  in  exciting  internal  inflamma-  of  any  one  familiar  with  disease,  will 

tions  P    Cold  contracts  the  superficial  readily  supply  examples  to  complete 

vessels,  and  thus  repels  the  blood  to  the  the  picture. 

internal  organs,  which  become  thereby  Congestion  ^nenerally  impairs  contrae- 
congested.  At  the  time  of  re-actiop  tility  and  sensibility,  but  by  distension 
after  the  cold,  increased  momentum  is  may  cause  pain  luid  even  spasm.  It 
communicated  to  the  congested  vessels  sometimes  disturbs  other  nervous  pro- 
through  the  enlarged  arteries.  If  the  perties,  causing  various  morbid  irrita- 
tone  of  the  congested  vessels  be  not  tions  or  sympatnies,  but  in  an  uncertain 
much  impaired,  the  new  motion  may  manner.  It  tends  to  impair  natural 
excite  them  to  contract,  which  will  secretion;  the  secernent  portions  of  the 
remove  the  congestion  and  the  irregu-  vessels  no  lonp;er  receiving  the  due 
lar  distribution  of  force  which  it  occa-  force  of  the  circulation*  ;  but  there 
sions;  and  this  event  will  be  more  may  be  increased  transudation  from  the 
likely  to  occur  as  the  re-action,  or  re-  whole  distended  capillaries,  causing 
newed  distribution  of  blood,  is  general,  watery  saline,  and  slightly  albuminous 

and  not  confined  to  the  congested  vea-     ■ 

sels.     This  precisely  corresponds  with  •  it  nwy  Mem  that  this  is  uking  too  nedub- 

the  phenomena  and  result,  of  healthy  ^^^ J^^f .£j  HTSrt'^SrtS'iiXlrto 

re-action  after  exposure  to  cold,      in  ^^  mechanical  mgeocy,  hot  only  aswrt  what  is 

cases  where  the  vessels  have  been  longer  luiowm  to  he  thejfect,  »•*•<&«)  ^^^.^  **»•  ^' 

-«-, »x>.«<wl  *l«A«  n%o»  nA*  1m»  TtfiliovMl  with,  culation  is  a  condition  flAvoanible  to  this  process. 

congested,  they  may  not  l^relieveawitn-  ^^  ^^^^  inspectiiyr  the  beautlftil  infected  i»r©- 

out  a  partial  discharge  of  their  contents,  parations  of  Mr.  IMrymple  and  Mr.  Toynbee,  I 

in  formof  waterr «c«tion  or  flux,  or  a  jj-  SSSSSS'^Ti^X'S^tSi^' » 

hsemorrhage,  which  equally  accompa-  g«„oyii9[  and  the  sfanpler  mncoos  membranes, 

nies  the  re-action.    But  if  the  tone  of  Tbeie  capilUvies  proceed  pretty  straight  froos 

*l««  <*Bnil)nnM  hp  mnrp  flM>nl V  imruiired  the  minute  arteries,  and  end  in  loops  and  am- 

the  capiUanw  DC  more  aeepiy  impairea,  ^^  ^^^  surface,  the  retarains  vesseh  pass- 

(and  this  will  depend  much  on  tne  de-  W  bMk  ss  straif^htly.   The  i^ysical  effect  oi 

tnee  and  duration  of  the  congestion),  Uds  proriaion  is  obyioosly  to  direct  the  chief 

grcc  ouu  *»«»*               ui.^j    X.^^    ^Jil  force  of  the  circulation  on  those  loops  and  ter- 

the  determination  of  blood  docs   not  S'S  sacs,  which  appear  to  be  the  iStX  of  the 

remove  it, but  converts  it  into  inflamma-  secreting  process. 
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exhalation,  as  in  the  case  of  flux  and    tions  of  the  inflamed  part  are  also  com- 
dropsy.    In  some  cases  of  highly  con-    monly  increased  :  the  chief  of  these  is 
gested   lungs   and  heart   from   struc-    with  the  heart  and  vascular  system, 
tural  disease  of  the  latter  organ,  I  have    the  irritation  of  which  is  the  chief  con> 
found,  after  death,  the  licjuor  sanguinis    stituent  of  inflammatory  fever ;  others, 
in  the  sacs  of  the   pericardium   and    more  local,  are  those  naturally  associ- 
pleura,  spontaneously  separating  into    ated  with  the  organ  inflamed.     These 
fibrinous  clot  and  serum  after  removal    nervous    irritations     connected    with 
from  the  body.     Congestion  in  time    inflammation,  often  supersede  others 
affects  the  slower  process  of  nutritive    which  existed  previously, 
secretion,  causitig  an  increased  deposit ;        Inflammation  either  suspends  natural 
or  hypertrophy.      Thus    organs  long    secretion,  or  changes  it  by  adding  va^ 
congested  at  last  increase  in  weight ;    rious  modifications  of  the  serous  and 
this  is  seen  in  the  enlaivements  of  tlie    albuminous  oarts  of  the  blood.  It  may 
spleen  and  Uver  under  the  influence  of   be  presumea  that  these    are  exuded 
malaria,  and  by  the  increased  substance    chiefly  by  the  arterial  portion  of  the 
of  most  internal  organs  in  connection    capillaries,  the  coats  of  which  continue 
with  morbus  cordis.     The  latter  ex-    to  receive  the  full  tensive  beat  of  the 
ample  has  been  Ion?  familiar  to  me ;    heart's    pulse.      Such  effusions  most 
and  it  has  been  lately  established  me-    abound  where  the  arterial  enlargement 
trically  by  Dr.  Clendinning.    But  the    and  its  force  are  greatest,  and  the  capil- 
hypertrophy  is  not  uniform :  it  affects    lary    obstruction   most   complete,    as 
ehiefly  the  softest  and  most  distensible    in  acute  sthenic  inflammation.     But 
parts  of  the  structure ;  hence  there  is    the  effect  will  also  vary  according  to 
change  as  well  as  increase.    Granular    the    structure   of   the  part  inflamed* 
degeneration  of  the  kidney,  and  some    Thus   in    complex    secreting  oigans, 
analogous  changes  in  the   liver   and    such  as  glands,  inflammatory  injection 
other   organs,   1  believe  to  originate    and  interstitial  effusion  very  soon  im- 
with  congestion.    It  is  unnecessary  to   pair  the  mechanism  of  the  organ,  and 
remark,  tnat  hemorrhage  may  be  a  re-    may  stop  the  secretion.    In  less  corn- 
suit  of  congestion.  plex  structiu%s,  such  as  mucous  mem- 
Determination    of  blood    ^nerally    branes,  the  secretion  is  not  stopped,  but 
exalts    contractility,    sensibility,    and    rendered  saline   and  albuminous,    by 
other  properties  of  the  nervous  system  ;    added  modifications  of  serum  or  liquor 
causing  excitement,  spasm,  pain,  irri-    sanguinis,  in  form  of  mucus,  lymph,  or 
tation,  and  sympathetic  disorder.    It    pus.    In  the  simplest  textures,  again, 
tends  to  increase  natural  secretion;  and    as  in  serous  or  cellular  membrane,  the 
thus  we  have  fluxes  consisting  in  excess    secretion  or  efliiision  differs  from  the 
of  the  natural  secretion,  as  m  the  case    natural  in  its  augmented  quantity,  as 
of  mucous  and  urinaiy  fluxes,  &c.   The    well  as  in  the  increased  proportion  of 
nutritive  function  is  likewise  increased,    its  fibrinous  contents,  which  appear  as 
and  more  naturally  than  from  conges-    gelatinising  or  coagulable  lymph  and 
tion ;  the  result  being  more  simple  ny-    serum,  or  pus  globiues,  or  both, 
pertrophy.    The  process  of  absmption.        It  might  be  questioned  whether  the 
although  favoured  by  the  current  being    slow  process    of  nutrition    would  be 
increased  without  distension,  is  often    changed  under  an  influence  so  rapid 
not  equal  to  the  efllusion ;  hence,  in  sacs    in  its  effects  as  that  of  acute  inflamma- 
and  cells,  determination  of  blood  may    tion ;  yet  analogy  favours  the  suppo- 
cause  dropsy.                                             sition  that  the  enusion  of  albuminous 
Inflammation  combines  many  of  the    matter  just  described  is  a  kind  of  exag- 
results  of  congestion  and  determination,    geration  and  overflow  of  the  natural 
with  others  peculiar  to  itself.    It  at    nutritive  secretion,  appearing  on  the 
first  much  exalts  sensibility  and  con-    exterior  of  simple  membranes,  and  in 
tractility ;  causing  tenderness,  and  by    the  interstices  of  the  more  complex, 
tension  pain,  spasm,  or  rigid  contrac-    and  of  parenchymata,  causing   tnick- 
tion.    But  the  obstructed  circulation,    ening  and  consolidation.    This  view  is 
which  follows,  causes   suspension  of   strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  other 
these  properties  in  the  centre  of  the    part  of  the  renovating  process  of  nutri- 
mischief ;  whilst  in  surrounding  parts,    tion,  absorption,  is  also  augmented,  di- 
the  seat  of   determination,   they  are    minishing  the  cohesion  of  the  texture  : 
still  exalted.     The  sympathetic  rela-    hence  the  softening  caused  by  acute 
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inflammation.    In  chronic  inflamma-  its  snpply  of  blood,  dies*.    If  it  be  of 

tion,  on  the  odier  hand,  the  removal  of  small  extent,  it  is  dissolved  by  the 

the  old  molecules  does  not  precede  the  chemical  agency  of  the  animal  fluids, 

Arm  cohesion  of  the  more  abundant  as  any  other  dead  organised  matter  ir- 

new  :    the  result  is  a  tough  or  hard  troduced  into  living  structures  (Prout); 

thickening  or  consolidation.  and  being  dissolved  is  absorbed  away, 

But  in  considering  the  solid  products  giving  place  to  the  new  products  effused 
of  inflammation,  we  must  not  forget  by  the  still  active  arteritu  portions,  these 
that  their  character  and  future  history  products  being  lymph  or  pus ;  whence 
may  depend  less  on  the  vessels  than  on  ulceration,  auppwatitmy  and  abscess.  If 
the  quality  of  the  blood — another  impor-  the  dead  portion  be  of  larger  extent,  it 
tant  element  in  the  processes  of  secre-  is  dissolved  only  on  its  circumference, 
tion  and  nutrition.  This,  independently  and  thus  separated  from  the  living 
of  the  degree  of  vascular  action,  mav  parts  in  the  form  of  a  slough.  And  if 
detennine  whether  the  product  shall  it  be  to  a  still  greater  extent,  the  dis- 
be  plastiCf  as  organiEabfe  lymph ;  or  solving  and  separating  process  will  not 
npUutic,  as  pus  or  opaque  tubercle.  It  be  accomplished  before  decomposition 
will  also  be  concerned  in  determining  ensues,  which  produces  the  changes 
the  degree  of  plasticity  of  the  lymph ;  called  gangrene  and  sphacelus. 
whether  euplastic  (Lobstein),  suscep*  Some  of  the  preceding  arguments 
tible  of  the  same  or  a  kindred  degree  proceed  on  the  assumption  tnat  ab- 
of  organization  with  the  tissne  the  ves-  sorption  is  still  active;  how  is  this 
sels  of  which  have  efliised  it :  or  coco-  warranted  by  the  known  condition  of 
plastic,  susceptible  of  only  a  degraded  the  parts  ?  All  the  vessels  are  in  a 
vitality,  contractile,  dense,  and  scarcely  state  of  distension  except  the  veins 
or  not  vascular,*  nourished  by  or^;miic  beyond  the  obstruction,  and  the  lym- 
molecular  imbibition  from  adjoining  phatics.  These  are  free,  and  by  the 
DMre  living  parts :  of  this  description  motion  communicated  to  them  from 
are  fibro-cartiiafe,  cirrhosis,  granular  the  current  of  the  neighbouring  anas- 
tubercle,  and  the  nard  tough  formations  tomosing  branches,  thev  are  ready  to 
allied  to  it  This  subject,  full  of  in-  convev  away  all  the  fluids  that  can 
terest  and  practical  importance,  is  too  pass  through  their  coats.  Such  are  the 
extensive  to  be  considered  here.  thinner  fluids,  and  by  their  solvent 

To  revert  to  die  constituents  of  in-  action  we  have  supposed  some  of  the 
flammation.  We  have  hitherto  consi-  solids  may  likewise  pass  away :  but  not 
dered  its  results  in  the  arterial  portion  so  the  large  globules  of  pus.  On  this 
of  the  capillaries  which  receives  the  point  I  cannot  speak  from  observation, 
impulsive  force  of  the  blood.  But  what  as  the  only  animals  in  which  I  have 
takes  place  in  the  portion  beyond,  traced  the  phenomena  of  inflammation 
which  IS  the  seat  of  obstruction  ?  If  are  frogs,  in  which  pus  is  never  formed, 
the  obstruction  be  complete,  from  co-  But  we  can  readily  understand  .why 
agulation,  the  part,  no  longer  receiving  pus  elobules,  when  once  outside  the 
vessels   (howsoever  they  get    there), 

•  Tbere  is  rtuan  to  .appoK  that  nutrition,  Cannot,  from  their  size,  pass  through 

eip«daiiy  in  theieMTitai  structures,  It  leu  closely  the  coats  of  absorbent  vessels,  veins, 

Msociated  with  the  blood.veMels  tban  it  is  com-  or  lymphatics ;  but  must  press  on,  and 


5?'f,!2  J5  ;'25*  wXL -«i'iESS!Sf!lH?i^^^^     servations  are  wanted  on  these  points. 

divided  yielded  no  blood,  and  became  obstructed;     »,,  *n^j«:      i.  a  x.^       ^ 

but  the  circulation  continued,  although  stiig^-  1  nose  Of  licnann  nave  not  been  con- 
giahly.  In  those  ai^ininff,  which  were  diatlnet  firmed  by  others;  and  those  of  Henle 
iVom  the  hole  the  leiuth  of  81X  or  eiffht  diameters  j  MfiiM^l   havp  not  Riiffi<n«»nt  rpfi»r- 

of  the  blood  discs.  The  next  day  the  circuiatinjf  •"«  Manai  nave  no€  sumciem  rerer- 

vessela  wera  no  nearer,  yet  the  hole  was  partly  encc  to  the  accompanying  state  of  the 

ailed  up ;  and  on  the  third  dav  it  was  completely  yessels 

so;  yet  no  movinf  blood  could  be  seen  near  it.  -    «rl„i^  w-  ^»„««  #^  .*a««a-m.  *\^^  ^»^ 

thi  the  fifth  day  the  distribntion  of  visible  vessels  It  WOUld  be  easy  tO  COnnrm  the  pre- 

waa  not  altered,  but  the  matter  with  which  the    ceding  views  by  showing  their  con- 

hole  was  flllcdhad  contracted  and  become  opaque,     r^mt  tv  wi  th  thi>  At^fja}  t^d  nhpnom^n  a 
so  that  the  adjoining  vessels  were  drawn  nearer     '^"""v  ^'™  ^1*  aetaiieci  pncnomena 
^her,  and  the  OfNurity  prevented  niy  •ceing     of    disease,   and    especially   M'lth    the 

*  A  somewhat  similar  view  of  the  process  of 
suppuration  has  been  advanced  by  I>r.  UilUnf  . 
(Bien.ofMed.) 
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known  results  of  treatment  $  and  one  this  constitutes  the  true  mucous  8ecre<- 

of  its  greatest  recommendations,  is  that  tion.    The  second  species  includes  the 

it  explainB  and  simplifies  much  that  true  gastric  juice  which  is  alone  poured 

has  heen  considered  anomalous  in  the  out  in  health,  under  the  influence  of 

action  of  remedies.    But  this  occasion  mechanical  irritation,  as  when  pebbles 

does  not  admit  of  these  illustrations;  or  pepper-corns  are  swallowed,  and  ge- 

and  it  were  well  to  wait  for  fuller  con-  nerally    from    the  stimulus    of   food. 

iirmation  of  some  of  the  observations  Great  obscurity  has  been  thrown  over 

on  which  these  views  have  been  chiefly  the  chemistry  of  diction,  by  the  two 

founded.  secretions,  gastric  juice    and  eastrie 

mucus,  havinjg  been  confounded  with 

each  other.    Their  totally  distinct  na- 

CONTRIBUTIONS  4^:^  jjag  ijegn  now  so    satisfactorily 

TOTHB  shewn  by  the  researches  of  Dr.  Beaa- 

CHEMICAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  SOME  mont,  and  other  physiologists,  that^an 

FORMS  OF  MORBID  DIGESTION.  ^^c^??  can  scarcely  be  ofSr^  for  ccm- 

founding  them  with  each  other.    It  is, 

By  Golding  Bird,  indeed,  pecuUarly  important  to  attend 

M.D^A.M..F.LS,  Member  of  the  Royal  CoUejir*  to  this  aistinction,  as  it  explains  very 

of  Physicians,  Seniw  Physician  to  the  Fm.bury  ^any  important  discrepancies  existing 

Dispensary,  and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Physics  ,,*'         \v               ,.       Y-l-j   r**"**"© 

at  Guy's  Hospital.  between  the  results  obtained  by  the 

[F\>r  the  London  Medical  Gazette.^  f^H'^'  ^WIT'*?*/?  -^Tif^-  ""Z' 

>>                                                    -^  tainly  completely  failed   in  their  at- 

[Continued  from  p.  «48.]  tempts  to  produce  the  phenomena  of 

artificial  dij?estion|  from  their  suppos- 

Having  examined  somewhat  in  de-  ing  every  fluid  in  the  stomach  to  con- 
tail  the  general  physical  and  chemical  sist  of  gastric  juice,  whereas  it  is,  as 
properties  of  saliva  secreted  in  health,  we  now  know,  nothing  but  mucus, 
as  well  as  under  the  influence  of  the  except  under  the  circumstance  of  irri- 
stimulus  of  certain  abnormal  actions,  tation  before  referred  to. 
we  have  acquired  such  an  amount  of  The  chemical  characters  of  true  gas- 
knowledge  regarding  the  diflferential  trie  mucus  are  of  great  importance  in 
chemical  characters  of  someof  it«  pri];i-  determining  the  question  01  the  source 
cipal  modifications,  as  to  be  enabled,  of  the  fluid  of  pyrosis,  &c.,  especially 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  recognise  as  many  lines  of  dbtinction,  totally 
the  existence  of  the  salivary  secretion  unwarranted  by  the  nature  of  the 
when  it  constitutes  a  considerable  pro-  secretion,  have  been  drawn  between 
portion  of  a  fluid  poured  out  from  closely  allied,  if  not  identical  affections: 
the  mouth,  providing  the  amount  of  thus,  in  a  late  ingenious  monograph 
aqueous  constituents  as  above,  and  the  on  this  subject,  an  nypothesis  has  been 
diminished  specific  cavity,  is  not  too  hazarded  tliat  **  pyrosis  is  a  disease  of 
considerable.  To  muie  this  necessarily  the  terminal  exhalants,  stomach-gleet, 
imnerfect  knowledge  of  the  chemical  or  one  of  the  follicular  glands  ;•"  thus 
and  physical  characters  of  the  saliva  making,  as  indeed  appears  from  the 
available  in  distin^ishing  the  source  context,  the  fluid  of  pyrosis  to  be  of  a 
of  the  fluid  vomitea  in  certain  forms  of  serous,  and  that  of  gastrorhoea  of  a 
d)rspepsia,  it  will  be  necessary  to  exa-  mere  mucous  character :  this  distinc- 
mine  the  general  properties  of  the  other  tion,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  shew, 
colourless  fluids  which  are  poured  out  is  not  by  any  means  borne  out  by  the 
by  the  secerning  apparatus  connected  two  secretions.  The  great  diflSculty  of 
with  the  Gesophaeeai  and  gastric  mu-  procuring  gastric  mucus  in  sufficient 
cous  membrane.  These  secretions  may  quantity  for  accurate  examination,  has 
be  divided  into  two  kinds:  the  one,  very  materially  interfered  to  prevent 
which  is  found  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  our  obtaining  an  accurate  acquaintance 
lining  membrane  of  the  mouth,  &uce8,  with  its  properties  and  composition, 
pharynx,  oesophagus,  and  stomach,  a  From  what  few  results  have  been  ob- 
mucous  coyenng,  and  under  the  influ-  tained  on  this  subject,  it  appears  pro- 
ence  of  irritation  or  inflammation  be-  bable  that  gastric,  oesophageal,  and 
coming  frequently  increased  in  quan-  bronchial  mucus,  closely  resemble  each 

tity  to  an  enormous  extent,  often  to      7;ZZZ .  ... 

several  pints  in  the  twenty-four  hours :  wt^!a  iwK  wf*"^^'^  By  ThomM 
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Other:  the  chemical  properties  of  the  energetically  on  reddened  litmus  pai^cr, 

latter  were,  many  years  aeo,  most  ela^  restoring  its  blue  colour.    The  saliva 

boratelv  examined  by  Dr.  Pearson,  and  of  the  patient,  examined  a  short  time 

since  then  by  many  others.    An  ac-  after  the  escape  of  mucus  from  the 

count  of  my  own  observations    has  stomach,  was  found  to    be  perfectly 

been  already  made  public*,  and  hence  neutral. 

it  is  unnecessary  to  relate  them  in  this  The  specific  gravity  of  the  mucus 

place.  was  exactly  1*00267,  being  considera< 

When  the  stomach  is  free  from  food,  bly  below  the  average  density  of  sa* 

the   observations   of  Beaumont  have  liva.    When  submitted  to  the  action 

proved   that  a  glairy    viscid    mucus  of  re-agents  the  following  results  were 

bathes  its  surface ;  and,  in  some  cases,  observed : — 

1  feel  very  confident  that  this  increases  a.  Ebullition  did  not  in  the  slightest 

in  quantity,  and  is  thrown  up  with  a  manner  affect  the  limpidity  of  the  fluid, 

ver^r    slight   effort,   although   accom-  b.  Chlorine  gas,  transmitted  in  a  cur- 

panied  by  a  sensation  of  nausea.    Cer-  rent  of  minute  bubbles  through  the 

tain  it  is  that  a  mucous  matter,  totally  fluid,  rapidly  produced  a  copious  white 

distinct  from  simple  bronchial  mucus,  pulverulent     deposit,    rendering    the 

is  occasionally  voided  from  a  fasting  whole  as  opaque  as  cream.    This  de- 

stomachy  when  too  little  evidence  <^  posit  was  soluble  in  a  few  drops  of  a  60> 

local  action  is  present  to  lead  to  the  lution  of  potass,  and  in  every  character 

conclusion  of  its  being  the  result  of  appeared  identical  with  the  precipitate 

diseased  action.     It  has  happened  to  ootained  by  passing  the  gas  through 

me  to  observe  this  most  frequently  in  saliva  and  bronchisd  mucus,  and  could 

the  nausea  so  frequent  in  certain  forms  not  be  distinguished  from  the  coagu- 

of  cerebral  disease;  and  it  is  by  no  lated    albumen    thrown    down    from 

means  unfrequent  to  find  this  in  people  serum  of  blood  by  alcohol,  or  by  car- 

who  have  suffered  from  hemiplegia,  bonicacidfrom  an  alkaline  albuminate, 

and  other  forms  of  paralysis.  e.  Hydrochloric    acid,    produced    a 

Case  VII. — Elizabeth  Pearson,  sBt.  slight  trembling. 

II,  t:ame  under  my  care,  at  the  Dis-  3.  Nitric  acid,  also  rendered  the  fluid 

pensary,  for  epilepsy  following  an  at-  slightly  opaque, 

tack  of  arachnitis  a  year  before.    The  e.  Sol.  potassa,  no  change, 

fits  occurred  nearly  weekly;  the  mind  f,  Sol.  alum,  an  opacity, 

was  unaffected,  and  the  body  well  de-  p.  Proto-chloride  of  tin,  slight  opa- 

veloped.    I  ordered  her  half  a  grain  of  city. 

the  ammonio-sulphate  of  copper  to  be  A.  Nitrate  of  lead,  dense  precipitate, 

taken  thrice  daily,  under  wmch  treat-  t.  Sesqui -chloride  of  iron  ;  orange- 

ment  the  fits  ultimately  vanished ;  the  yellow  colour,  disappearing  instantly 

dose  of  the  drug  being  gradually  raised  on  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  hydro- 

to  three  grains.    The  first  dose  of  the  chloric  acid. 

medicine  was  swallowed  in  the  form  of  k.  Sulphate  of  copper,  dense  opacity, 

a  pill,  in  the  morning,  about  an  hour  /.  Bichloride  of  mercury,  white  trou- 

before  breakfast ;  it  almost  immediately  bling. 

produced  a  feehng  of  nausea^  followed  m.  Nitrate  of  silver,  copious  caseous 

oy  the  escape  of  an  extremely  viscid  precipitate. 

transparent  fluid  fix>m  the  stomach  :  n.  Alcohol,  dense,  white  troubling, 

this  invariably  occurred  whenever  the  o.  Tincture  of  galls,  copious  preci- 

pUl  was  swallowed  on  an  empty  sto-  pitate. 

mach,  and  being  generally  voided  in  p.  A  weak  voltaic  current,  produced 

one  gush,  was  probably  tolerably  free  the  same  effect  as  chlciine ;  an  evolu- 

from  adventitious  matter :  the  piU  was  tion  of  Uiat  gas,  as  shewn  by  its  pecu- 

frequently  found  in  the  vomited  fluid.  liar  odour,  accompanying  the  change. 

The  fluid  thus  obtained  was  above  On  comparing  the  results  thus  ob- 

Ibur  fluid-ounces  in  quantity,  nearly  as  tained,  by  adding  the  same  re-agents  to 

limpid    as  water,    but  so  extremely  gastric  mucus  as  we  used  in  examining 

viscid  as  to   form  a  continuous  rope  saliva,  we  cannot  fail  to  remark  that 

some  inches  in  length,  when  poured  there  exists  a  very  close  analog  bc- 

from  one  vessel  to  another ;  it  acted  tween  the  two  secretions,  for  nine  of 

. the  reagents  (6,  e,  /,  g,  A,  *,  /,  m,  o,) 

•  Guy's  H<Mpitia  Reports.  acted   in   an   analogous   manner   on 
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both  fluids.   Yet  certain  discriminating  gi^en  by  patients  of  the  sensation  they 

marks  between  them  certainly  exist,  experienced  when  the  fluids  were  in  the 

although  not  so  well  defined  as  mi^ht  mouth.    Thus  I  have  repeatedly  had 

be    desired ;     thus    ebullition,   which  the  characters  of  icy-cold,  ouming-hot, 

does     not    disturb   the    limpidity    of  bland  and  tasteless,  intensely  sour  and 

healthy    saliva,   renders    the    gastric  corroding  the  teeth,  brackisn  and  salt, 

mucus  opaque ;   nitric  acid  also  acts  alkaline  and  pungent,  all  applied  by 

in  a  similar  manner.    Proto-chloride  of  different  patients,  or  by  one  at  different 

tin  throws  down  a  copious  precipitate  times,  to  fluids  which  were  positively 

from  every  form  of  saUva  (see  Table,  tasteless,    and,    chemically    speaking, 

page  646),  whilst  it  merely  produces  identical.  How  is  this  to  be  explained  ? 

a  slight  opacity  when  added  to  gastric  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  more 

mucus ;  whilst  the  converse  hol£  good  or  less  irritaole  state  of  the  mucous 

with  tincture  of  galls,  which  copiously  membrane,  and  consequently  of  the 

precipitates  the  mucus,  and  but  slightly  sentientextremities  of  the  nervessunply- 

affects  saliva.    Nitrate  of  silver  also  ing  it,  is  the  real  cause,  and  thus  that  a 

produces  a  much    denser  precipitate  tastelessfluidmay  to  a  tolerably  healthy 

with  mucus  than  with  saliva.     It  is  membrane  appear  bland ;  whilst,  under 

also  very  remarkable  that  the  specimen  circumstances  of  irritation,  it  may  im- 

of  saliva  of  the  lowest  specific  gravity  press  the  sensation  of  painful  pungency 

I  have  met  with,  (column  C,  page  646)  upon  the  membrane.    A  parallel  to  the 

1*0043,  was  infinitely  more  fluent  than  state  here  assumed  is  seen  in  thecase 

this  viscid  mucus  of  much  less  density,  of  gonorrhoea,  in  which  the  urine  pro- 

or  1*0027.  duces  a  sensation  of  almost  insufferable 

The  cause  of  the  orange  colour  pro-  pungent  heat  in  passing  along  the  in- 
duced by  the  addition  of  the  per-sait  of  flamed  and  irritated  membrane  of  the 
iron,  is  doubtful ;  it  cannot  justly  be  urethra,  although  it  can  be  proved  not 
attributed  to  sulphocyanogen  from  an  to  differ  in  the  sliehtest  manner  from 
admixture  of  sauva,  for  we  have  seen  fluid,  which  before  the  disease  appeared, 
that  all  evidence  of  the  presence  of  this  had  flowed  through  the  canal  without 
matter,  from  the  addition  of  a  salt  of  producing  the  slightest  uneasiness, 
iron,  nearly  disappears  when  the  den-  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  instance 
sity  of  the  fluid  is  below  1  '0043 ;  and  of  the  little  confidence  that  can  be  re- 
we  have  seen  that  the  amount  of  red-  posed  in  the  account  given  by  a  patient 
dening  produced  in  saliva  by  a  salt  of  of  his  own  sensations,  as  indicative  of 
iron  is  nearly  in  a  ratio  with  its  specific  the  properties  of  a  vomited  fluid,  is 
gravity.  These  circumstances,  in  nd-  met  with  in  those  cases  of  gastrorhoea 
dition  to  the  instant  destruction  of  the  in  which  the  gastric  secretion  is  said 
colour  on  the  addition  of  a  minute  to  be  intensely  sour,  and  to  have  set  the 
Quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid,  warrants  teeth  an  edge ;  whilst,  on  dipping  a 
tne  assumption  that  we  must  regard  piece  of  litmus  paper  into  the  supposed 
alkaline  lactates  or  acetates  present  as  acid  fluid,  its  perfect  neutraUty  is 
the  source  of  the  orange-yellow  colour,  shewn  by  the  absence  of  alteration  in 

When  gastric  mucus  is  secreted  in  the  blue  colour  of  the  paper, 

large  quantity,  under  tlie  influence  of  .  . , 

stomach  or  cerebral  irritation,  we  can  Acta  or  alkaline  state  of  gastric  colourless 

procure  it  in  abundance,  and  readily  fluids. 

submit  it   to    chemical  examination ;  These    fluids,  when  vomited  when 

and  it  is  very  remarkable  how  little  fasting,  or  when  very  copious  in  (^uan- 

these    specimens    of  mucus,  obtained  tity,  are  generally  neutral,  or  faintly 

from  many  diflerent  individuals,  differ  alaline ;   but   when  voided  from  the 

among  themselves;  in  fact,  whether  stomach     at   other    times,    especially 

secreted  under  the  irritation  of  slight  during  the  act  of  digestion,  they  oecome 

^spepsia,  or  the  most  severe  pyrosis,  more  or  less  acidulous,  from  an  admix- 

the  chemical  properties  of  the  mucous  ture  of  gastric  juice ;  but  in  no  instance 

fluids  are  nearly  identical.  have  I  ever  seen  them  so  acid  as  to 

The  chief  reason  that  has  led  to  the  excite  effervescence  on  the  addition  of 

g[enerally  received  opinion  of  the  va-  an  alkaline  carbonate,  and  in  general 

nous  properties  possessed  by  the  mu*>  the  quantity  of  free  acid  present  is  so 

cous  fluids  discharged  from  the  stomach  minute  as  but  just  to  redden  delicately 

in  dyspepsia,  is  found  in  the  accounts  tinted  litmus  paper.  In  the  colourless 
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-fluid  Vomited  in  fourteen  different 
cases,  three  were  neutral,  six  alkaline, 
and  five  slightly  acid,  shewing  a  marked 
distinction  between  these  secretions  and 
those  vomited  in  scirrhus  pylorus, 
and  some  other  important  organic  dis- 
eases of  the  stomach,  in  wnich  the 
Tomited  fluids  are  generally  brown,  and 
so  acid  as  to  effervesce  on  the  addition 
of  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  potass. 

Specific  grmntif  qf  the  vomited  fluids. 

In  the  state  of  health,  the  density  of 
gastric  mucus  obtained  by  vomiting  is 
exceedingly  low,  and,  as  already  stated, 
is  about  1*0027.  When,  however,  it  is 
thrown  out  under  the  irritation  of  dis- 
eased action,  its   specific  gravity  re- 


markably increases :  the  lightest  -fluid 
secreted  under  these  circumstances  was 
of  specific  ^vity  I '0058;  and  the  den- 
sest 1  *0209,  in  a  case  of  extensive  ulcera- 
tion of  the  oesophagus.  The  following 
table  gives,  at  one  view,  the  density  of 
the  vomited  fluid,  its  acid  or  alkaline 
character,  the  ag©  of  the  patients,  and 
the  more  prominent  disease  under  which 
they  laboured,  in  fourteen  cases.  In 
all,  I  may  remark,  the  chemical  pro- 
perties ot  the  vomited  fluids  were  so 
exactly  alike  as  to  lead  to  the  conviction 
of  their  sometimes  being  nearly  identi- 
cal; differing  probably  more  in  the 
ratio  of  their  dilution  than  in  any  thing 
else. 


Name. 


^  Durationof 
<  Vomiting. 


Elb.  Pearson 
Lucy  Barker 
Lacy  Barker 
Mrs.  Barker 
Mrs.  Barker 
Mary  Davis 
Caroline  Peters 
Sarah  Williams 
Mary  Clark. 


Peter  Uanrits 

Joseph  Miles 
Joseph  Miles 
Eliz.  Smith 
Miss  S. 


Hi        ? 
52  3  years 
52  3  years 
38  6  months 
38  6  months 
44  1  week 
25  10  years 
25  9  months 
473  weeks 


39  4  years 


649  months 
64  9  months 
31  1  montii 
27  6  years 


Acid  or  alkaline 
sUte. 


Sp.gravity. 


Most  prominent  disease  nnder  which  the 
IMtient  laboured. 


Alkaline 

Faintly  alkaUne 

Faintly  acid 

Alkaline 

Acid 

Acid 

Alkaline 

Alkaline 

Neutral 


Faintly  acid 


Neutral 
Alkaline 
Acid 
Neutral 


10027 
10062 
1-0110 
1-0128 
1-0135 
1-0058 
10091 
10121 
10121 


10110 

1G091 
10080 
1-0080 
1-0209 


Epilepsy  following  arachnitis. 

Extensive  emphysema  of  both  lungs. 

Extensive  emphysema  of  both  lungs. 

Ditto;  fluid  vomited  in  the  evening. 

Ditto;  fluid  vomited  in  the  morning. 

Hemiplegia  of  left  side. 

Irritable  utems;  amenorrhoea. 

Menorrhagia. 

Intense  headache  at  the  menstrual 
periods,  followed  by  gastric  dis- 
charge. 

Pyrosis,  apparently  produced  by 
depressed  ensiform  cartilage. 

Pyrosis;  vomited  in  the  evening.' 

Pyrosis;  vomited  in  the  morning. 

Pyrosis. 

U  Iceration  of  oesophagus ;  mechanical 
alteration  in  the  position  of  stomach 


The  mean  density  of  the  mucous 
fluids  vomited  in  these  cases  is  l-0097» 
being  considerably  above  the  specific 
gravity  of  bronchial  mucus,  or  of  gas- 
tric mucus  when  collected  under  circum- 
stances of  as  little  local  irritation  as  pos- 
sible. The  great  density  of  the  vomited 
fluids  arises  'not  from   the  increased 

?inantity  of  animal  matter  present,  but 
rom  the  large  proportion  of  saline 
matter ;  and,  as  will  appear  from  the 
cases  detailed  in  another  part  of  this 
paper,  something  like  a  ratio  appears 
to  exist  between  the  specific  gravity  of 
the  vomited  fluids  and  the  amount  of 
irritation  or  organic  disease  present. 
One  circumstance  of  considerable  im- 
portance appears  pretty  evident  from 
the  chemical  characters  of  the  fluids 
examined  in  the  sases  enumerated  in 
the  above  table,  vi&  the  absence  of  any 


real  ground  of  distinction  between  dif- 
ferent cases,  on  account  of  the  acid  or 
alkaline  state  of  the  vomited  fluids. 
To  this  point  I  shall  have  occasion 
hereafter  to  revert,  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  the  futility  of  attempting  to 
treat  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia  on  che- 
mical principles,  merely  because  the 
secretions  happen  to  be  acid  or  alkaline. 
In  two  cases  inserted  in  the  table  we 
find  the  action  of  the  fluids  on  litmus 
paper  to  differ  when  collected  at  difiTe- 
rent  periods  of  the  day ;  and  thus,  ac- 
cording to  a  lately  proposed  hypothe- 
sis, the  patients  mignt  be  said  to  have 
been  labouring  under  acid  dyspepsiain 
the  morning,  and  alkaline  in  the  even- 
ing- 

Physical  characters  o/ihe  vomited  fluids 
These  differ  rdmarkftbly  not  only  In 
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different  cafies,  but  often  in  specimens  mendations,  and  we  strongljT  reeom- 

of  fluid  vomited  at  different  periods  of  mend   it   to    young  surgeons,  as  an 

the  day.      In  general  the  fluids  are  admirable  digest  ot  the  principles  and 

slightly   opaline,  generally  capable  of  practice  of  modem  surgery,    it  is  di- 

forming   a    continuous    thread    some  vided  into  five  parts :  the  first  two 

inches  m  length  when  poured  from  one  are    especially    devoted  to  the  ^prin- 

vesssl  to  another,  and  sometimes  so  ciples,  and   tne   three  others  to  the 

adhesive  as  to  allow  the  reagents  used  practice  of  surgery.    We  have  looked 

to  be  mixed  with  extreme  difficulty.  It  completely  over  the  most  important 

is  not  a  little  curious  that  *the  more  chapters,  and  in  all  of  them  we  find 
ropy  and  viscid  the  secretion,  thelighter,*  proofs  of  Mr.  Druitt's  practical  know- 

caterU  paribus,  is  its  specific  gravity ;  ledge,  and  of  the  tact  with  which  he 

at  least  this  so  frequently  occurs  as  to  can  give  extremely  instructive  and  yet 

be  considered  as  the  general  rule.  condensed  accounts  of  the  various  aub- 

I  have  in  no  case  of  stomach  affec-  jects  that  ought  to  be  contained  in  a 

tion  attended  with  discharge  of  white  compendium  of  surgery. 

fflair)r  fluid,  whether  depending  upon  a  ' 
functional  or  organic  cause,  observed 

the  colour  to  change  to  brown,  or  even  \/fT?r\TP  AT     r*  A •^TTTT'ir 

in  consistence  to  assume  the  completely  iyirAUlK^Alj  KjAZjJIj  1  1  J!i. 

watery  character  of  the    dark  fluids  Fridav  Julv  30.  1841. 

vomited    m    scirrhus  pylorus.      It  is  

true  that  the  discharge  of  white  glairy  ....   ^       ^      ,._»  *.         .u*  ^i    .*  * 

4\.^\A   /^.^^.i^^.   ^.  ef^m.^l,  »ir^f\  ,^1  "  Licet  oinnibua,  lM5€t  etmm  mihi,  dignitatem 

fluid  (gastrorhoea,  or  stomach-gleet)  is  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ .  ^^^^  ^^  mx^di  ia 

very  constantly  present  m  cases  of  this  publicum  •it,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuao." 

disease  as  an  avantcourier  of  the  cha-  Cicbro. 

racteristic  brown  fluid  vomiting;  but  

when  once  this  has  occurred,  indicating  xHE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY, 
a  serious  organic  change  in  the  organ, 

the  simple  glairy  discharge  seldom,  if  We  have  lately  read,  with  great  plea- 

ever,  re-appears.  This  is  an  interesting  ^xixe,  the  first  number*  of  a  new  pe- 

iT^^"*''''''"'^!'''''-*^  wn"^"^  riodical,  the  "Pharmaceutical  Trans- 

SIS  between  cases  of  the  simple  follicular  ""^      *        ,       ii«**«c*uti*wv«   x  ouo 

gastric  dyspepsia  and  those  attended  actions, '  and  a  pamphlet  which  accom- 

with  severe  organic  lesion.    The  most  paniedit,  entitled  "  Observations  on  the 

frequent  change  in  the  physical  ap-  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  by  Jacob  BeU. 

V^^JJ^""  ^''^^''^  fluid,  where  ^he  spirit  of  these  pamphlets  is  soac- 

no  important  organic  mischief  is  pre-  _  *^      .  ,     i.       V .  i.        i_       i 

sent,  is  the  appearance  of  a  black  inky  cordant  with  that  which  we  have  long 

matter  difiused  through  it ;  this  gene-  been  anxious  to  see  prevalent  among 

rally  separates  bv  repose,  and  on  exa-  the  chemists    and   druggists,  that  it 

^!?!in.'J?jL     w    ^"^  .T"'^  ""^  ""^^^P  claims  our  almost  unreserved  approba- 

red  particles.    Hence  the  occurrence  of  .             ,    ,                   ,       ,  .  V^  .^ 

this  black  vomit  may  be  reganied  aa  ^^°  ?  *^^  ^^^  statements  which  they 

indicativeof  congestion  of  the  stomach,  contain  respecting  the  condition  of  the 

and  as  constituting  a  form  of  hiemate-  pharmaceutical  chemists  agree  closely 

mesis:  it  is  seldom  constant,  and  gene-  ^j^h  those  on  which,  on  more  than  a 

rally  lasts  but  a  few  days,  and  often  -              ^           .             i.       ^      j  j 

only  a  few  houis.  ^^^  recent  occasions,  we  have  founded 

—— our  opinion  of  the  urgtnt  necessity  of 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  reform  among  them. 

If  we  have  ever  spoken  with  harsh- 

^'^^^''^It^^^^^i^^l^mT^^  le  ness  of  chemists,  it  has  only  been  with 

*  reference  to  those  who,  neglecting  their 

Tk^Sm'getm'iVad^Meam.BjB.om^'t  legitimate   occupation,  interfere  with 

^^^Tkxi^A^^ ^' •'''°' Illustrated  ^he  proper  province  of  the  licensed 

with  50  Wood  Engravings.   London,  j.    ,        5.            *    ,       .    ... 

1841.    8vo.   pp.   524.      Benshawj  medical  practitioner.  And  against  these 

wnurcniii.  «  » ^  ^Mm  —  w^mmt^^^  ni^  ««•««■  «*«  T^^rfvMi 

This  work  merits  our  warmest  com-  tbeNomberftirjU^sS^bnttooteietonfertoit. 
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We  shall  never  cease  to  offer  strenuous  for  medicines  ordered  for  cases  of  dis- 

opposition,  unless  they  consent  to  un-  ease  that  they  have  never  seen.    Yet  it 

dergo  the  ordeal  of  such  an  examination  cannot  he  douhted  that  it  is  absolutely 

as  may  prove  them  to  be  competent  to  essential  for  the  public  safety  that  a 

practise  in  the  treatment  of  the  minor  qualified  body  of  general  dispensers 

medical  and  surgical  affections.  If  they  of  medicine  should  exist ;  and  it  is  now 

will  do  this,  then  let  all  those* who,  either  essential,  since    the    apothecaries    li- 

for  the  sake  of  economy,  or  owing  to  the  censed  in  part  for  this  purpose  have 

trifling  nature  of  their  disorders,  would  refused   to    perform   it  —  since    they 

not  employ  the  medical  practitioner  of  have    almost    universally    given    up 

the  higher  order,  become  the  legitimate  phanhacy  and  the  preparation  of  me- 

patients  of  the  licensed  chemist ;  let  dicines — in  a  word,  since  apothecearis 

him  treat  them  legally,  and  it  may  be  have  become  almost  physicians,  it  is 

judiciously,  whom  now  he  treats  ilTe-  essential  that  chemists  should,  in  the 

gaily  and  ignorantly.    Indeed,  we  have  same  measure,  become  almost  apothe- 

little  doubt  that  the  course  of  a  few  caries.    They  must  occupy  that  part  of 

years  will  see  some  system  of  this  kind  the  field  of  medicine  from  which  apothe- 

established :  the  public  will  not  consent  caries  have  removed;    and  the  better 

to  be  without  cheap  medical  advice,  they  occupy  it,  the  more  thoroughly 

good  or  bad,  and  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  and  exclusively  they  cultivate  it  with 

in  the  ranks  of  the  regular  profession,  all  the  aids    of  modem  science,    the 

they  will  go  to  chemists,  or  any  other  more  will    the    great    body    of    the 

persons  who  will  offer  it  to  them — it  mat-  medical  profession  and  the  whole  public 

ters  not  with  how  great  an  amoimt  of  be  benefited. 

folse  pretensions.  The  establishment  of  the  Pharma- 
But  in  all  our  remarks  we  have  never  ceutical  Society  seems  to  us  well  adapted 
sought  to  depreciate  the  character  or  for  the  furtherance  of  this  advantage, 
the  social  position  of  the  honest  phar-  Its  objects  are  the  union  of  the  chemists 
maceutical  chemist.  On  the  contrary,  and  druggists  of  Great  Britain  into  one 
we  have  always  admitted  that  he  now  ostensible  recognized  and  independent 
occupies  at  least  a  portion  of  the  field  body,  the  protection  of  their  general 
that  once  almost  peculiarly  belonged  interests,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
to  the  medical  profession — that,  name-  art  and  science  of  pharmacy.  If  we 
ly,  of  dispensing  apothecary.  From  may  suggest  a  few  considerations  to 
this  portion  of  their  occupation  the  the  Society,  the  very  first  of  them 
great  majority  of  general  practitioners  would  be  that  they  should  not  so  pro- 
have  retired ;  having  raised  themselves  minently  put  forward  their  words  of 
from  it  very  far  towards  the  position  of  union,  proleetion^  independent  privi- 
the  physician.  In  the  country,  even  leges^  unjust  restrictions,  and  so  on. 
more  than  in  London,  apothecaries  are  All  these  really  mean  very  little,  and 
not  now  expected  to  dispense  the  they  sound  like  the  language  of  a 
casual  prescription  of  a  physician ;  they  mere  trade  -union :  no  restrictions  would 
dispense  the  medicines  which  they  ever  be  thought  of,  if  the  whole  body  of 
themselves  prescribe,  and.  generally  chemists  were  such  as  the  Society 
those  which  physicians  in  consultation  would  make  them;  nor  will  restriction, 
with  them  prescribe ;  but  the  majority  in  any  bad  sense  of  the  tenn,  be  hinted 
would  refuse  (and  justly,  though  not  at,  if  the  public  find  the  whole  class 
legally,)  to  dispense  an  unknown  phy-  ready  to  submit  *to  .  self-control.  We 
cucian's  prescription,  or  to  take  money  should  advise  the  Society  therefore  to 
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pay  little  regard  for  the  present  to  position  that  can  possibly  be  aasigned 
their  political  rights ;  whatever  they  to  them,  let  them  stick  to  phaiiiuicy» 
may  be,  they  will  only  suffer  by  being  and  become  pre-eminent  in  that :  lei 
set  higher  than  the  average  character  all  their  education  have  a  direct  ten- 
of  the  class  can  maintain ;  and  they  dency  thither ;  and  let  not  their  society 
will  be  advanced  and  supported  only  split  on  that  rock  which  has  seen  the 
by  raising  the  honourable  and  scientific  shipwreck  Of  so  many  fair  designs — the 
reputation  of  the  whole  or  a  great  part  attempt  to  do  too  much, 
of  the  body.  Both  in  the  scheme  of  preliminaiy 
The  better  objects  of  the  Society  are  education,  and  in  that  of  the  teachiog 
educational.  They  consider,  and  very  which  is  to  be  exclusively  professional^ 
justly,  that  no  one  should  become  an  there  will  be  danger  of  falling  into  error, 
apprentice  in  their  business  who  has  For  the  latter,  one  guide  will  be  suffi- 
not  had  the  advantage  of  an  adequate  cient:  it  should  be  exclusively  directed 
fundamental  education;  and  that  no  to  the  knowledge  of  the  compound- 
person  should  dispense  medicines  who  ing,  manufacturing,  and  preparation  of 
has  not  undergone  an  examination  as  drugs ;  unless  it  should  be  determined 
a  test  of  his  competence  to  perform  that  that  all  or  a  certain  number  of  chemista 
important  office.  Here,  again,  a  most  should  be  licensed  to  a  limited  practice 
sound  discretion  will  need  to  be  exer-  of  medicine  and  surgery.  And  for.  the 
eised.  The  principle  must  be  carefully  former,  let  this  rule  (which  it  would 
kept  in  view,  that  fitness  for  an  occu-  have  been  well  if  it  could  have  been 
I>ation,  and  eminence  in  any  calling,  established  in  our  own  profession)  be 
depend  on  a  man's  knowledge  in  that  observed — ^that  no  preliminary  eduoa^ 
calling,  and  that  only.  To  leave  our  cation  should  be  required  beyond  that 
own  profession,  (in  judgment  on  whose  which  persons  may  be  expected  to  have 
members  we  might  not  sit  impartially),  received  whose  pecuniary  means  are 
and  looking  at  the  legal,  we  ask,  such  that  in  after  life  they  may  be 
who  }B  the  most  esteemed  lawyer,  and  sufficiently  respectable,  and  yet  not  too 
who  of  all  is  the  one  that  most  exalts  exalted,  to  pursue  the  ordinary  business 
the  character  of  his  profession  P  Cer-  of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  At  the  best, 
tainly  not  he,  of  whom  it  has  been  said,  the  preliminary  education  to  be  required 
though  perhaps  too  severely,  that  if  he  of  a  man  who  desires  to  enter  a  pro- 
knew  a  little  law  he  would  know  a  lit-  fession  ib  but  a  test  of  the  property, 
tie  of  every  thing.  Nor  would  his  case  &nd  therein  most  probably  of  the 
be  better  if  he  knew  more  than  a  little  respectability  and  social  position,  of 
of  every  thing,  and  yet  not  more  than  himself  and  his  connections :  of  his 
many  others  know  of  law.  For  a  just  actual  knowledge  or  fitness  for  ihe 
eminence  in  any  profession,  it  is  essen-  study  of  any  profession,  it  is  only  a  very 
tial  that  a  man  be  pre-eminent  before  feeble  security ;  and  therefore,  in  all 
his  brethren:  it  matters  not  what  hill  casesofthiskind,  the  object  of  requiring 
knowledge  is  of  other  things,  this  he  a  certain  preliminary  education  should 
must  be :  th6  rest  are  secondary,  though  be,  first,  to  exclude  those  whose  position 
doubtless  the  more  he  knows  of  them  in  society  is  not  good  enough  to  ensure 
the  better.  And  what  is  true  of  one  that  they  will  not  disgrace  the  profes- 
of  a  class  is  true  of  the  whole  in  sion  they  enter ;  and  secondly,  not  ia 
cases  in  which  their  gener&l  reputation  offer  an  encouragement  to  those  for 
is  concerned :  if  pharmaceutical  che-  whom  the  profession  is  not  likely  to 
mists  are  anxious  to  hold  the  highest  offer  a  remuneration  sufficient  to  main- 
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tain  them  in  the  rank  in  which  they  can.    It  is  to  he  hoped  that  its  present 

have  heen  educated.  is  only  an  embryonic  state  of  the  Society, 

Within  these  due  limits  the  designs  and  that  the  designs  of  its  founders 

of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  seem  at  may,  ere  long,  be  fully  carried  out. 

present  to  have  been  confined;  and  we  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  **  the  sup- 

sincerely   hope   that   the    prosperity  port  of  government  in  completing  the 

which  we  trust  they  may  meet  with  success  of  the  measures,"  which,  it  is 

will  not  make  them  in  these  things  un-  said,  may  ''reasonably  be  anticipated^" 

wisely  confident.    The  present  general  should  be  one  of  the  main  and  first 

objects  are  said  to  be,  to  establish  a  things  sought  for.    Nothing  would  be 

school  of  pharmacy,  to  institute  a  re-  a  better  security  against  the  dreaded 

gular  course  of  study  for  the  members  evils  of  a  reform  forced  upon  them  by 

of  their  Society,  to  found  lectures  on  others,  than  for  the  whole  body   of 

pharmacy  and  the  subjects  connected  Pharmaceutists,  through  their  Society 

with  it  (of  which  the  fewer  the  better),  as  a  representative  organ,  to  seek  for 

and  to  assemble  periodically  for  the  leave  and  power  to  reform  themselves^ 

purpose  of  scientific  discussion,  and  and  to  oflfer  to  submitto  laws  which  they 

reading  papers  on  such    subjects  as  can   prove   to  be    desirable   for   the 

relate  to  their  daily  avocations  and  re-  public  as  well  as  for  themselves.    If 

searches.    All  this  is  sound  and  judi-  they  need  examples  of  the  benefits  that 

cious :  such  measives,  if  fairly  carried  would  accrue  from  such  a  plan,  they 

out,  cannot  fail  to  exalt  both  the  social  are  to  be  found  in  the  recent  progress 

and  the  scientific  character  of  the  phar-  of  self-reform  in  our  medical  institu- 

maceutists ;  and  so  long  as  they  thus  tions ;  the  result  of  which  has  been  a 

strictly  confine   themselves   to   their  complete   disarming  of  many  whose 

proper  province,  they  may  rely  on  it  hands  could  not,  without  much  dan- 

that  all  the  members  of  the  medical  ger,  have  been  admitted  to  the  work  of 

profession  will  feel  it  not  less  their  reforming  others, 

duty  and  pleasure,  than  it  is  their  in-  The  first  number  of  the  Pharma<seu* 

terest,  to  give  them  their  cordial  sup-  tical  Transactions  is  a  good  earnest  for 

port.  the  future  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

But  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  Its  publication  has  been  undertaken 

a  Society  of  this  kind,  however  laudable  only  as  an  experiment,  for  the  purpose 

its  objects,  will  be  limited  in  its  capa-  of  illustrating  the  advantage  of  seien- 

bilities  of  doing  good.    Possessing  nei-  tific  discussions,  and  in  the  hope  that 

ther  the  advantages  of  a  charter,  nor  similar  meetings  to  those  at  which  the 

the  exclusive  privilege  of  granting  li-  papers  now  printed  were  read,   will 

censes,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  exert  shortly  be  appointed  by  the  Pharma- 

a  general,  much  less  a  universal  in-  ceuti(»l   Society.      Its  contents   are, 

fluence ;  and  it  will  be  open  to  opposi-  papers  on    the    Constitution    of   the 

tion  from  other  sections  of  members  of  Society,  by  Jacob  Bell ;   on  the  Rise, 

the  same  calling.     In  its  present  state  and   Progress  of  Pharmacy,  by  Mr. 

the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is   more  Morson;    on  Hippuric  Acid  and  its 

analogous  to  the  Medical  and   Chi-  Tests,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Ure ;   and  on 

rurgical  Society,  than  to  the  College  the  Preparation  of  Extracts,  by  Mr. 

of  Surgeons,   and   though,   like  the  Redwood.     They  are  all  interesting, 

former,  it   may  grant  honour  to  its  From  Mr.  Morson's  paper,  our  recent 

associates,  it  cannot   grant   even   so  correspondent.  Dr.  Ayres,  will  be  glad 

much  of  privilege  to  them  as  the  latter  to  learn  tliat  *'  The  most  ancient  che- 
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mut'ii  shop  on  record  Was  that  kept  bf 
Galen,  and  his  address  in  Home  has 
been  published ;"  and  that"  Hippocra- 
les  iiBually  carried  his  physic  about 
with  him." 

UNIVERSI-n'  OF  LONDON. 
As  the  first  lamination  for  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  is  just  finished, 
we  take  the  opportunity  of  laying  before 
our  readers  a  few  detaaU  respecting  the 
progress  of  the  University  during  the 
three  years  it  has  been  in  operation. 

The  following  table  ahowa  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  for  medical  degrees 
who  have  sent  in  certificateB,  and  nave 
subsequently  withdrawn,  passed,  or 
been  rejected. 

It  can  not  be  denied,  we  think,  that  the 
University,  as  far  as  regards  its  Faculty 
of  Medicine,  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. It  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
third  year  of  ita  eidstence  eighty-nine 
candiaates  sent  in  certificates  for  exa- 
mination )  while  in  the  renowned 
and  long  estabHshed  Universitv  of 
Edinburgh,  the  nnmberof  medical  gra- 
dnationa,  in  the"  year  1838,  was  only 
ninety-ei^hl. 

The  oird  voce  examinations  this 
year  were  attended  by  the  Censors  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in 
London,  with  the  ultimate  object,  as  we 
underatand,  of  admitting  the  graduates 
of  this  University  to  the  licentjatetbip 
of  the  College  without  farther  exami- 
nation— a  proceeding,  we  apprehend, 
calculated  to  benefit  all  perties.  It 
spears  that,  in  February  laat,  in  con- 
•equence  of  some  previous  communica- 
tion between  the  heads  of  these  estab- 
lishments, the  Senate  of  the  University 
resolved  :^"  That  the  Censors  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  be  invited 
to  attend  at  the  vni  toct  examinations 
in  Medicine  of  this  University  i  and 
that  upon  application  of  any  candidate 
desirous  of  lift  license  of  lie  College, 
his  written  answers  to  the  printed 
papers  be  forwarded  to  the  College,  so 
that  the  Censors  may  be  satisfied  of  the 
proficiency  of  the  graduates  for  medical 

It  will  ht  observed  that  the  nnmber 
of  candidate*  rejected  thia  year  is  un- 
usually large.  This  haa  arisen,  as  we 
understand,  not  so  much  tmtn  the 
aeverity  of  the  examination,  or  from 
He    candidates  being  remarkably  ill 
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informed,  as  from  their  being  nneqnoUy 
prepared  in  the  diflerent  aabjecta  M 


le  subject  might  becompen- 
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sated  by  pre-eminence  in  one  or  two  ground,  on  aoooont  of  tho  seYere  pain  in- 

other  subjects ;  and  thus  several  of  those  duced  by  exercise  of  the  biceps  muscle.    On 

who  have  been  rejected  this  year  are  examining  the  joiDt  the  accident  was  found 

gentlemen   of   undoubted  talent,  who  to  be  a  dislocation  of  tbe  tendon  of  the 

havehighlydistinguished  themselves  at  bioepa  from  ito  groove,  unaccompaniwi  by 

the  colleges  or  scliools  where  they  re-  «»y  other  mjury.    The  joint  exhibited  cx- 

ceived  theirmedical  education,  and  were  *?^^«  'T*"  ''L^i'^A  "^^f^^f  °°' ^^^^ 

lu.-...^  •*  ♦!,«  TT..;»^«„j4^  »«.«m;V««*;^i»  *^  the  capsule  was  thickeoed  and  contracted. 

found,at  the  University  examination,  to  The^iuthoi  infers  that  the  altered  position 

be  excellently  quahfied  m  one  two,  or  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  dependent  on  the  displace- 

even  three  departmente    but  failed  on  ^^^  of  the  tendon,^«d  he  expbdns  its  in- 

the  fourth.    The  candidates  appear  to  fl^en^e  in  the  foUowing  manner  ;— 

have  been  unaware  that  the  Examiners  xhe  head  of  the  humerus  being  placed  on 

are    bound    to    require    a    competent  an  almoet  flat  surface,  and  not  inclosed  in  a 

knowledge  in  each  department ;    and  bony  cavity,  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the 

that  an  exclusive  acquaintance,  how-  capsular  muscles,  which  invest  it  on  three 

ever  pre-eminent,  with  one  or  two  sub-  rides.    These  muscles  may  be  said  to  arise 

jects,  will  not  avail  them  in  the  hour  of  from  the  upp«r  three-fourths  of  the  drcum- 

trial.    The  favourite  study  appears  to  ferenoeof  a  circle,  to  the  centre  of  which, 

have  been  anatomy.     To  cnemistry,  represented  by  the  bead  of  the  humerusy 

and  more  especially  to  materia  medica  they  converge. 

and  botany,  considerably  less  attention  ,.^To  enable  the  bone  to  maintain  its  equi- 

seems  to  have  been  paid.  hbnum,  it  is  necessary  that  the  capsuhur 

'^  ^nsdes  should  exactly  counterbalance  each 
' other  ;  .and  as  there  is  no  n^usde  from  the 

KOYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  rib.  to  the  humenui  to  uiUgonize  tte  upper 

capsular  muscles,  it  is  suggested  that  this 

SOCIETY.  Qfllce  is  performed  by  the  singular  course  of 

Tuesday.  July  6.  IS41.  ^  }^^  tendon  of  the  biceps,  which,  by 

^  passing  over  the  head  of  the  bone,  when  the 

Da.  Clbmdinnino  in  the  Cbaib.  muscle  is  put  m  action,  tends  to  throw  the 

""^  head  downwards  and  backwards ;  it  follows, 

TVw  Cdfer  qf  DUheaHon  qf  the  Tendon  itf  therefore,  that  the  tendon  being  removed, 

iU  Idmg  Head  qf  the  Bieepe  Humeri  ^^  ij^ad  of  the  bone  would  rise  upwards  and 

from    it$  Groove,      By  John    Sodbn,  forwards. 

Jun.  Esq.    (Communicated  by  R.  Part-  Allusion  is  then  made  to  the  frequency 

ridge,  Esq.)  ^\^  wY^idtk  injury  of  the  tendon  is  involved, 

Thb  first  case  is  that  of  a  man  of  advanced  in  accidents  to  the  shoulder-joint.    A  paper 

years,  who  injured  his  right  shoulder  by  by  Mr.  Gregory  Smith,  in  ttie  14th  vol.  of 

fidUng  upon  his  elbow ;  in  six  months  after-  the  Medical  Gazette,  on  the  "  Patholo- 

wards  he  sustained  a  second  accident,   a  gical  Appearances  in  Seven  Cases  of  Injury 

compound  fncture  of  the  skull,  of  which  he  of  the  Shoulder,"  is  quoted  to  shew,  that  in 

died ;  and  an  opportunity  was  thereby  af-  all  those  instances  which  were  accidentally 

forded  for  examining  the  nature  of  the  first  met  with  in  the  dissecting  room,  and  are 

injury.    The  symptoms  of  the  injury  of  the  oonaequently  without  histories  attached,  the 

shoulder  were  always  obscure,  on  account  of  tendon  was  either  ruptured  or  displaced  ; 

an  alteration  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  and  the  same  altered  position  of  the  bones, 

bones  of  the  joint,  which  did  not  apparently  as  in  the  present  case,  was  noticed  in  some 

depend  on  a  fracture,  and  could  not  be  con-  of  them. 

sidered  to  amount  to  a  partial  dislocation.  The  subgect  of  partial  dislocation  of  the 

to  whidi,  however,  it  appeared  to  be  more  humerus  is  next  considered  with  reference  to 

dosely  allied  than    to    any  otlier   known  the  probability  of  an  injury  of  this  tendon 

injury.  being  involved  in  the  production  of  that  ac- 

Tlie  joint  was  flattened  at  the  posterior  ddent.    Only  three  dissections  of  partial 

•nd  outer  parts,  and  the  head  of  the  hn-  dislocations  are  on  record ;  they  are  to  be 

neras  waa  undiUy  prominent  in  firont,  and  lioand  in  a  paper,  by  Mr.  Hargrave,  in  the 

doady  drawn  up  in  contact  with  the  under  Edinburgh  Medial  and  Suigicd  Journal, 

furiaoe  of  the  acromion,  grating  against  it  on  One  fell  under  the  observation  of  Mr.  Har- 

motion,  and  becoming  locked  with  it  by  the  grave  himsdf,  and  the  othen  he  quotes  from 

vpper  edge  of  the  greater  tubercle  striking  Sir  Aatley  Cooper's  large  work,  and  from 

agahist  that  of  the  acromion  on  abduction  Dupuytren's  Lefona  Oides.    In  Mr.  Har- 

ol  the  arm.  grave's  case,  the  tendcn  waa  ruptured ;  in 

The  underhand  motions  were  not  much  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  it  had  been,  but  had 

interfsred  with,  except  that  the  patient  had  subsequently  become  reunited ;  and  in  Du- 

no  power  to  raise  any  object .  from  the  puytren's  its  condition  is  not  mentioned. 
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The  second  eaie  is  one  of  a  man,  who,  presnmed irritation;  these qnietedlnitability 

among  other  injnriesy  snatained  a  dislocation  of  stomach,  bnt  did  not  relieve  the  pain. 

forwards  of  the  hnmerus.     Great  difficulty  Then  ieechesi  fomentation,  and  the  oCber 

was  experienced  in  the  reduction  ;   and  after  remedies  indicated  by  presumed  inflamma- 

death,   for  the  man  only  lired  a  few  days,  tion,  were  used.     Little  relief  seems  to  have 

the  joint  was  examined :   it  was  found  that  been  attained,  until  an  opiate  enema  was 

the  tendon  was  dislocated,  and  that  it  had  thrown  up.     All  pain  then  ceased,  and  die 

passed  completely  over  the  head  of  the  bone  patient  continued  comfortable,  and  appa- 

on  its  inner  side,  and  was  lying  at  the  back  rently  in  a  fayonrable  state  for  some  hoora. 

of  the  joint.     The  author  attributes  the  The  pulse  now  became  sharp,  contracted, 

difficulty  of  reduction  to*  this  compUcationi  quick,  and  feeble,  without,   howerer,  any 

with  the  displacement  of  the  bone.  return  of  pain ;   die  skin  became  hot  and 

dry;  and  the  patient  gradually  sunk  till  she 

On  abgorption  and  rtgeneratton  qf  iht  neck  expired. 
of  the  thiffh'bone  qfter  /raeiure  witkm 

the   eapeuiar    ligament.      By  W.   W.         [The  preceding  papers  were  accidentaUj 

Bbbtek,  Esq.  of  Manchester.   (Commn-  omitted  in  a  former  number.— En.  Gaz.] 

nicated  by  Mr.  Partridge.)  ....._...___...^_.......^ 

Ih^n^^^o^T^"  S^'SrS^r  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

On  examination,  no  vestige  of  the  neck  cbntaal  mbdical  msPOBif  AsaociATioir. 

remained,  except  a  triangular  portion  of  the  ..... 

under  surface,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in 

lengtii,  which,  from  the  obUquity  of  the.       To  the  Bditwr  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

fracture,  had  not  been  detached  from  the         '   ^^^ 

head.    Hiis  was  articulated  by  a  distinct  .  '  «j      i.  u  ai.*   j      •     ^l    n*^    . 

mediately  anterior  to  the  lesser  trochanter,  accordmg  to  pubhc  announcement  after  the 

This  adventitious  joint,  and  a  band  of  liga-  enrolment  of  several  "«»*>«"'  t»>e«Wir«s 

mentous  structure  extending  from  the  pS-  ^  ^^  profanonjproposed  at  die  hwtmeet-  j 

tenor  edge  of  the  head  tolflie  capsular  liga-  "»«'  was  «ibmitte<f  for  approval,  and  unani-  ^ 

ment,  fo?med  the  only  connectiin  between  "^"f^!!^^^  T^  ^^\^'^^:,        . 

the  head  and  body  of  Uie  femur.     From  the  .  ^^A^r^J^  "^f^^  **?.  ~^i« 

large  quantity  of  callus  thrown  out  by  the  ^otwhtM  for  insertion  to  the  editors  of  the 

trocfaimter  and  head  of  the  bone,  the  author  S*■"*^^',  Gazkttb,  Lsni^  ,MedicaI  said 

infers  the  possibiUty  of  bony  union  being  Suijicsl  Journal,  and  Medical  T^mes ;  also 

effected.  •  *  to  the  Mormng  Advertiser,  Chromcle,  Poat, 

Times,  and  Courier  newspapers. 
Caee  qf  fatal  peritonitis  caused  by  fusion  Wm.  W.  Beown,  M.D.,  Hon.  Sec. 

qf  bile  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  through  ■ 

an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  gall-bladder.  Professional  Brethren, 

By  William  Bell,  M.D.  The  present  crisis  is  most  opportune  for 

Thia  case  is  viewed  by  the  author  aa  one  the  advancement  of  the  question  of  medical 

of  rare  occurrence ;  the  inflammation,  which  reform  ;  the  equally  balanced  state  of  partiea 

precedes    ulceration    of    the    gall-bladder»  affords  a   great  intellectual  and  influential 

tending  to  adhesion  of  the  adjacent  visc«i»  body,  like  the  medical  profession,  a  fiavonra- 

with  its  coats.    The  facta  disclosed  by  dis-  ble  opportunity  to  press  this  subject  upon 

section  were  as  follows.     Effusion  of  a  cin*  the  attention  of  the  legislature.    Men  of 

namon-colottred  fluid  among  the  small  intes-  ability  and  of  great  weight  on  both  sides  of 

tines ;    convolutioiis   of   the  bowels  glued  the  House  of  Commons  have  declared  thdr 

together  by  ooagulable  lymph.    The  peri-  intention  to  support  the  principles  of  aelf- 

toneum  investing  the  convolutions  of  the  government  in  tiie  members  and  licentialea 

small  intestines  presenting  on  their  anterior  of  the  different  oorporations,  which,  if  once 

aspect   a  weU-defined    Mght    red    stripe,  conceded,  will  place  the  management  of  their 

Marks  of  recent  inflammation  of  caput  coli,  affairs  and  of  their  funds  in  the  hands  of 

and  of  the  peritoneum  lining  the  abdominal  thoee  to  whom  it  properly,  legitimately,  be- 

parietes.     Liver  not  morbid;  gall-bladder  longs,  will  give  due  control  over  their  oflioera 

containing  two  concretions,  and  perfonted  and  adminiatrators,  and  invest  the  membera 

on  the  side  next  the  stomach  by  an  ulcer  of  and  licentiates  with  a  voice  in  the  enactment  of 

sufficient  sise  to  admit  a  crow-quill.  the  laws  which  regulate  the  pcofession,  and 

The  duration  of  the  attack  of  peritonitis  ultimately  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a 

was  sixty-three  houn.     Its  symptoms  were  practical  uniform   system  of  examination, 

not  unusual  or  extraordinary.    They  were  which  the  preservation   of  public  life  and 

treated  first  by  remediea  intended  to  subdue  health  demands,  and  by  which  the  nspecta* 
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biUty,  utility,  and  dignity,  of  the  profession  medical  corporations,  but  enforce  tUSJl  fur- 
would  be  incalculably  promoted.  By  union,  tber  reforms  upon  those  bodies  which  have 
organization,  and  active  co-operation,  sue-  so  long  sacrificed  the  public  to  their  private 
cess  is  certain  ;  these  just,  simple,  and  con-  interests. 

stitutional  demands  attainable.  You  are  aware  The  legislature  will  not  deny  our  inherenjt 

that  the  public  power  of  all  associated  bodies  right  to  regulate  our  own  concerns.     It  will 

is  a  hundred-fold  increased  aboye  that  of  indi-  no  longer  suffer  a  profession  that  dignifies 

viduals,  however  numerous,  however  ardent  our  moral  and  intellectual  nature,  that  ex- 

in  their  isolated  and  single  capacities.     We  tends  its  benefits  to  every  member  of  the 

have  had  unions,  but  they  failed  in  fulfilling  community,  to  be  unpossessed  of  that  pro- 

their  mission.     They  never  won  the  con-  tection  which  it  has  extended  to  every  sub- 

fidence  or  secured  the  accession  of  great  num-  ject  in  the  realm,  and  which  is  essentially 

bers  of  the  profession.     They  took  wrong  necessary  for  the  government  of  a  body  of 

ground.     They  embodied  in  them,  from  their  men  to  whose  mutual  agreement  the  lives 

commencement,  the  elements  of  their  own  and  safety  of  society  are  committed, 

dissolution.    'They  sought  too  much :  they  The  d^culties  to  be  overcome  are  daily 

got  nothing.    Their  objects  were  prepos-  diminishing.    The  objects  to  be  sought  are 

terous  and  extravagant.      They  supposed,  worthy  of  even  toilsome  attainment.     The 

contrary  to  the  natural  progress  of  events,  corporations,  alarmed  at  the  discontent  which 

Chat  they  could  step  from  positive  wrong  to  so  generally  prevails,  have  proffered  certain 

positive  right,  and  not  listening  to  the  pre-  concessions,  which  the  profession  have  jusUy 

cepts  of  experience,  which  prefer  the  gradual  rejected  with  indignation.     We  have  only 

alteration  of  our  institutions,  so  as  to  suit  to  become  united  to  be  confederated  by  a 

the  wishes  and  exigencies  of  the  profession^  spirit  of  determination,  which  only  results 

they    endeavoured   to    annihilate    existing  from  a  sympathy  of  suffering  and  a  partici- 

authorities,  and  to  establish  in  their  place  a  nation  in  wrongs.     Our  efforta  have  only  to 

theory  that  has  never  been  tried  in  this  be  more  general,  more  simultaneous,  to  be 

country,  and  which  would  not  guarantee  us  auocessful. 

against  the  abuses  of  which  we  seek  re*  The  six  thousand   signatures  petitioning 

dress.  Psrliament  for  a  reform  of  our  profession 

Intrigue,  jealousy,  partisanship,    marred  prove  that  we  have  rescued  ourselves  from 

their  exertions.    The  elections  to  their  own  the  charge  of  being  apathetic,  under  the 

reforming  councils  were  partial — were  farces,  complication  of  d^radation    and   injustice 

Hie  appropriation  of  the  money  of  the  mem*  whidi  we  endure.     Remember,  we  seel^  not 

bers  f^uenUy  frivolous  and  often  unjusti-  to  mislead :    we  look  only  for  the  simple 

fiable.    Their  policy,  as  unwise  as  their  pro-  principle  of  self-government,  which  justice, 

oeedings  were  inefficient,  explains  the  reasons  equity,  custom,  the  constitution,  award  to 

why  so  many  have  seceded,  and  that  they  us.     We  are  opposed  to  the  crude  and  irn* 

never  enrolled  in  their  ranks  more  than  one  practicable  speculations,  which,  like  bubbles 

hundred  and  fifty  members.  on  the  waters,  burst  at  the  moment  of  their 

They  were  guilty  of  the  faults  which  they  birth,  that  extreme  section  have  propounded, 

themselves  denounced  in  others.    They  re-  and  which  have  only  served  to  divide  and 

mind  us  of  the  words  of  Medea,  in  the  Greek  misdirect  the  energies  of  the  profession.  We 

play :  "  I  know  and  approve  what  is  right,  war  not  with  existing  institutions.     We  are 

and  at  the  same  time  I  do  what  is  wrong."  opposed  to  the  principle  of  self-election,  of 

The  cause  must  not  suffer  for  the  weakness  sdf-perpetnatumof  their  irresponsible  power, 

and  deficiencies  of  a  few  of  its  advocates.  We  struggle  to  remove  these  evils,  without 

We  purpose  to  avoid  those  errors.     No  making  them  run  the  gauntlet  of  hazardous 

money  will  be  demanded  more  than  is  re*  experiment.    We  want  to  guard  ourselves 

Suired  to  meet  oontingracies  as  they  arise,  against  the  bias  of  self-interest  on  one  hand, 
Every  legaUy  qualified  practitioner  is  invited  and    the  extreme  indignation   and    desire 
to  join  us.    The  common  cause  is  sufficient  of  destruction,  the  consequences  of  long- 
introduction,  continued  neglect,  and  ni^ust  exclusion,  on 
In  our  numbers  our  strength  will  consist,  the  other.    We  wish  to  steer  between  the 
which  will  furnish  the  best  evidence  of  the  two  extremes. 

grievances  under  which  we  labour.     Our  Professional  Brethren— it  is  a  duty  which 

power  will  owe  much  of  its  eneigy  to  our  you  owe  to  that  profession,  whose  interest 

hopes  and  perseverance.  **  Poasunt  quiaposse  tad  respectability  you  are  sworn  to  uphold, 

nilentur.'  to  join  and  assiat  in  the  work  of  disenthrall 

Five  hundred  members  in  the  metropolis,  ment. 

with  corresponding  branch  assodations  in  Jalyi9,lMl. 

large  towns,  bringing  their  influence  to  bear  ^ 

upon  their  representatives,  will  not  only  ex-  ' 
tort  the  right  of  representation  from  the 
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GLANDERS  IN  THE   HUMAN  He  stated  that  ha  UJ  !«■  ahf^  fceiAhf . 

and  when  quntioned  ■«  to  Ibe  naftore  of  his 
SUfiJELl.  occnp«d<m,  Mid  that  he  had  been  employed 
Da.  HuTTON  said  that  as  four  or  five  cases  for  the  last  fiwir  months  in  attending  honea 
of  glanders  in  the  human  subject  had,  within  wfaich  were  labouring  under  glanders ;  that 
a  comparatively  short  period,  come  under  he  had  been  retained  specially  for  that  pnt- 
his  own  notice,  or  that  of  the  snrgeons  of  pose,  and  groomed  the  animals  once  a  day. 
the  House  of  Industry,  her  was  anxious  to  He  did  not  recollect  that  he  had  had  ft 
lay  them  briefly  before  the  Society,  and  also  wound  or  sore  On  either  hand ;  he  had  not 
to  exhibit  a  specimen  of  the  disease  as  it  had  drank  out  of  any  vessel  used  by  the  horses, 
manii^ted  itself  in  the  lungs  ^  a  patient  nor  had  he  slept  in  the  stable.  He  attributed 
who  died  about  two  days  before.  Previous,  his  illness  to  fatigue  after  a  long  journey, 
however,  to  enCfering  on  this  case  he  would  and  said  that  the  first  symptoms  he  had 
Rad  the  details  of  another,  in  which  some  noticed  were  pams  in  his  Icnees,  followed  by 
experiments  were  made  with  the  view  of  headache.  Four  days  afterwards  the  left 
testing  the  character  of  the  poison,  and  side  of  the  face  and  head  began  to  swell, 
ascertaining  whether  it  was  glanders  or  not.  with  increase  of  fever  and  depression  of 
One  of  the  results  of  these  was,  that  an  ass,  strength.  On  the  27th,  the  day  after  ad- 
inoculated  with  matter  taken  from  the  pa-  mission,  his  symptoms  were  progressing ; 
tient,  was  in  due  course  attacked  with  the  the  tumefaction  of  the  head  and  face  in- 
disease.  The  case  was  recorded  by  Mr.  creased,  and  several  livid  vesicles  made  their 
Rutherford,  one  of  the  resident  pupils  of  the  appearance,  accompanied  by  severe  pain  in 
Hospital,  for  whose  accuracy  Dr.  Hutton  both  jaws.  Several  vesicles  now  began  to 
could  vouch,  llie  subject,  a  young  man  show  themselves  on  the  anterior  part  of  the 
named  P.  -  Kelly,  aged  about  twenty,  was  arms  and  chest ;  his  pulse  became  smaller, 
admitted  into  the  Richmond  Hospitid  on  and  rose  to  120;  his  respiration  was  some- 
the  26th  of  August,  1838.  On  admission,  what  susgirious;  his  breath  foetid;  and  he 
his  face  presented  that  peculiar  aspect  which  felt  pain  when  the  ends  of  the  long  bones 
is  so  characteristic  of  glanders ;  the  left  half  were  pressed  on  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joints, 
was  very  much  swollen,  tense  and  shining,  His  head  was  still  confused,  but  he  had  no 
the  redness  fading  away  gradually  and  be-  raving.  Towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  after- 
coming  lost  in  the  surrounding  integuments,  noon  there  was  a  further  exacerbation  of 
Both  eyes,  but  particularly  the  left,  were  his  symptoms.  He  made  water  tolerably 
clossd,  from  inflammation  and  oedema  of  the  well,  but  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  passing 
lids.  The  left  ear  was  swollen,  of  a  dark  it.  He  was  ordered  to  take  ten  grains  of 
red  or  livid  colour,  and  the  patient  was  Sulphate  of  quinine  three  times  a  day.  On 
quite  deaf  on  that  side.  The  glands  of  the  the  28th  the  eruption  was  still  extending ; 
left  side  of  the  jaw  and  fkce  were  enlarged  his  pulse  140,  and  weak  ;  his  thirst  excessive, 
and  indurated,  and  he  complained  of  a  finsl-  and  he  raved  frequently.  At  half-past 
Ing  of  numbness  in  the  whole  of  that  side  of  3,  p.m.,  he  was  restless  and  tossing  about  in 
the  head  and  face.  About  an  inch  and  a  bed,  with  constant  involuntary  motions  of 
half  in  front  of  the  ear  thero  was  a  large  the  lower  extremities,  quick  small  pulse,  and 
flaccid  vesicle ;  there  were  also  two  pustules  hurried  respiration.  Twelve  new  spots  had 
on  the  face,  one  of  which  had  burst  and  was  now  made  their  appearance  ;  his  fever  and 
sloughing.  On  various  parts  of  the  body  delirium  were  increased,  and  he  was  passing 
there  were  numerous  pustules  in  different  both  urine  and  feces  involuntarily.  There 
states,  from  the  first  to  the  more  advanced  was  a  discharge  of  sanious  fluid  firom  the 
stages.  In  the  first  stage,  the  skin  in  the  left  ear,  but  none  from  the  nostril.  On  the 
situation  where  the  vesicle  afterwards  oc-  29th  a  further  exacerbation  of  symptoms 
curred  was  of  a  peculiar  pale,  whitish  ap-  took  place.  The  left  elbow  joint  was  swollen 
pearance ;  in  the  next  stage  the  vesicle  ap-  and  painful ;  the  pustules  increased  in  num- 
peared,  not,  however,  exactly  in  the  centre  her  and  size,  and  were  intermixed  *with 
of  the  pale  spot,  but  rather  to  one  side.  In  gangrenous  buUie ;  and  along  the  internal 
a  more  advanced  stage  it  became-  sero-  and  anterior  parts  of  the  thighs,  in  the  situa- 
purulent,  then  pustular,  and  some  time  tion  of  the  absorbents,  pale,  rose-coloured 
afterwards  the  pustules  began  to  shrink  and  swellings  began  to  appear.  His  breath  was 
become  depressed  in  tl^  centre.  The  foetid,  and  the  odour  from  his  whole  body 
mucous  membrane  of  the  month  was  inflamed  almost  insupportable.  He  had  no  discharge 
and  covered  with  a  viscid  adhesive  mucus ;  from  the  nostrils,  but,  on  examining  the 
the  schneiderian  membrane  was  also  inflamed,  nose.  Dr.  Hutton  observed  a  small  ulcer  on 
but  there  was  no  discharge  of  purulent  mat-  the  left  side  of  the '  septum  narium.  The 
ter  from  it.  The  patient  had  the  ordinary  man  died  during  the  course  of  the  night, 
symptoms  of  irritative  fever ;  his  head  was  On  examination  a  great  number  of  small 
conftised,  but  hs  had  no  pain  or  raving ;  his  drcumscribed  abscesses  or  purulent  deix>t8 
bowels  rather  free ;  his  urine  high  coloured,  were  found  in  the  extremities ;   as  many  as 
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thirty  were  found  in  the  left  arm.    Tliere  inoculated  an  ass,  which  in  the  course  of  fotlr 

were  two  or  three  of  the  same  kind  in  the  or  five  days  became  sick,  and  was  subse- 

pectoralifl  major,  and  several  of  the  same  quently  attacked  with  glanders.    The  same 

description  in  the  recti  of  both  thighs,  all  phenomena  as  observed  in  the  latter  case  of 

circumscribed  and  imbedded  in  the  muscular  inoculation  were  present ;  the  cartilages  of 

tissue.     In  the  left  lung  tl^re  was  a  small  the  joints  were  also  found  to  be  ulcerated, 

depot  of  pus,  surrounded  by  a  dark,  livid  Dr.  Hutton  exhibited  some  drawings  to  shew 

border ;  another  of  the  same  kind  waa  dis-  the  condition  of  the  parts.     He  also  ezhi- 

covered  in  the  right  lung.    On  the  posterior  bited  a  drawing  of  a  case  which  had  occurred 

surface  of  the  heart  there  were  dark-coloured  some  years  back  at  the  Richmond  Hospital 

spots,  and  the  blood  was  remarkably  fluid  in  under  the  care  of  the  late  Dr.  M'Dowell, 

ail  the  vessels.    There  was  a  deposition  of  before  the  disease  ifas  suflSciently  known, 

pus  under  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  The  drawing  had  been  made  by  Mr.  ConoUy, 

larynx,  and  also  on  the  posterior  surface  of  and  Dr.  Hutton  observed  that  he  had  repre- 

the  epiglottis ;  the  left  half  of  the  face  was  in  sented  the  features  of  the  disease  with  great 

a  semi-gangrenous  state.  accuracy,  and  had  depicted  most  faithfully 

Sljortly  before  this,  another  case  of  the  the  white  areola  which  encircles  the  vesicles, 

same  kind  had  occurred  in  the  female  ward.  SincethatperiodtheareoU  has  been  invariably 

An  ass  which  had  been  procured  for  the  found    to  be  present  in  every  case,   and 

purpose,  was  inoculated  widi  purulent  matter  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  pathognomic  fea- 

taken  on  the  fourth  day  from  the  patient,  tures  of  the  disease.     It  has  been  noticed  in- 

No  disease  was  produced.     On  the  27th  of  dependently  by  Dr.  Hutton,  Mr.   Adams, 

August,  the  day  after  Kelly's  admission,  the  and  other  observers,  and  forms  one  of  the 

experiment  was  again  repeated  on  another  marks  by  which  the  disease  is  distinguished 

with  matter  taken  from  the  vesicles  and  pus*  from  pidebitiB.     Dr.   Hutton  said  that  he 

tules  on  his  body.    The  lymph  was  inserted  should  next  proceed  to  read  tiie  notes  of  a 

into  the  left  nostril  of  the  animal,  the  pus  case  which  had  recently  come  under  his  ob- 

into  the  opposite  one ;    it  was  also  inserted  servation.     The  patient,  J.  Butler,  a  boy 

into  the  ear.     On  the  following  evening  the  about  five  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into 

ass  appeared  unwell,  and  next  day  had  en-  the  Richmond  Hospital  on  the  13th  of  Dec., 

largement  of  one  of  the  glands  of  the  jaw  on  1840.     It  was  stated  that  he  had  been  al- 

the  left,  side,  with  incrnised  heat  and  ten-  ways  a  fine  healthy  child  up  to  the  period  of 

demess,  accompanied  by  feverish  symptoms,  his  illness.     He  complained  at  first  of  sick- 

Tlie  left  ala  nasi  swelled,  and  the  line  of  ah-  ness  and  pain  in  his  bowels,  and  on  the  fbl- 

Borbents  from  this  to  the  glands  on  the  side  lowing  day  had  pains  in  his  kneas.     About 

of  the  jaw  could  be  distinctly  traced.     Next  three  days  afterwards  the  left  side  of  die  face 

day  there  was  a  profiise  watery  discharge  and  eyelid  became  swollen,  and  the  usual 

from  both  nostrils,  particularly  the  left ;  and  symptoms  of  irritative  fever  set  in,  accom- 

on  the  following  day,  the  fifth  after  inocula-  panied  with  thirst,  restlessness,  quick  pulse, 

tion,   the  disc^ige  was  purulent.      Soon  and  scanty  urine.     On  the  5th  of  December 

afterwards  the  animal  was  killed  with  nux  the  fever  was  increased,  and  the  other  side 

vomica,  it  having  been  previously  ascertained  of  the  face  Was  involved  in  the  swelling  ;  on 

by  Mr.  Feiguson,  V.S.,  that  the  animal  was  the  7th  a  number  of  pimples  with  white  tops 

r^lly  glandered.  appeared  on  the  inflamed  surface.     On  the 

On  examination,  a  cluster  of  pustules  hav-  13th,  the  date  of  his  admission,  his  face  Was 
Ing  a  tubercular  aspect  were  found  in  the  left  greaUy  swelled  and  inflamed,  and  presented  a 
nostril;  in  the  right  there  were  circular  number  of  pustules  mixedwithseveralash-co- 
patches  of  ulceration.  Similar  ulcers  were  loured  ulcers :  he  had  also  an  eruption  of  pus- 
found  in  the  interior  of  the  stomach,  and  tules  over  his  body.  Some  of  these  were  flatten - 
there  was  a  cluster  of  pustules  in  the  ante-  ed  and  somewhat  vesicular,  Kkechicken-pock, 
rior  lobe  of  one  lung.  There  was  no  morbid  some  were  conical  and  pustular,  some  in  a 
appearance  in  the  larynx  or  trachea.  Dr.  state  of  incrustation.  Around  some  of  them, 
Hutton  exhibited  several  drawings  to  shew  particularly  those  which  were  in  the  earlier 
the  condition  of  the  various  parts,  particu-  stage,  the  peculiar  white  areola  was  still  visi- 
larly  the  nostrils,  stomach,  and  longs.  The  ble.  Several  of  the  joints  were  swelled  and 
next  case,  to  which  he  would  merely  allude,  painful,  and  there  was  evident  efiusion  into 
as  it  was  about  to  be  publisbed  by  Dr.  the  left  elbow-joint.  The  child  was  ex- 
M'DonneU,  who  had  charge  of  it,  had  occurred  tremdy  feverish  and  irritable,  tossing  about 
a  short  time  ago  at  tiie  Richmond  Hospital,  in  the  bed,  and  raving:  the  smell  from*  his 
The  patient  was  admitted  for  an  accident  of  body  was  extremely  offensive.  He  continued 
which  he  recovered,  but  before  he  left  the  in  this  way,  with  little  change  in  his  symp- 
hospital  he  was  seixed  with  an  affection  of  toms,  untU  the  16th,  iRfhen  he  expired.  All 
the  jmnts,  followed  by  an  eruption  of  pus-  that  could  be  learned  of  his  history  was,  that 
toles  along  the  side  of  the  nose,  which  were  the  father  was  a  labourer,  and  kept  a  horse, 
recognised  as  being  connected  with  glanders,  which  was  said  to  be  labouring  under  a 
Mr.  Smith  procured  some  of  the  matter,  and  discharge   from  his  nostrils,  the   result  of 
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cold,  but  Dr.  Hntton  wdd  he  bad  not  .s  jet  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 
examined  the  animaL  On  examination  after  ust  of  obhtlvm bm  admittbd  m kmbbks 
death  there  waa  an  effusion  of  pna  diacoTerod  f^^i/^Sf  ^. 


in  the  left  knee-joint.     In  the  thorax  there  ^trahenJpruigvr.-WOliam  Hcn^  SoAm- 

wasaamaUcouictionofpuaclosetotheedge  Hre^n.-^Sft^rSTo^ST*-!^ 

of  the  left  Inng.     The  lung  was  of  a  deep  ^j^,^^  Myera  Cockcroft. 

redcolonr,  andpreaented  several  eccbymoaed  ^       -     ---rrz^^.j  .-^  p-^«  -«,» 

apots  on  iU  Buiiice,  and  contained  two  smaU  A  TABLE  OF  MORTAUTY  FOR  THE 

abaoeaaes.    The  right  long  presented  a  few  METROPOLIS. 

flattened  tnberdea.    These  were  pointed  out  gj^g,^-  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 

to  the  attention  of  the  meeting  by  Dr.  Hut-  Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 

ton.~2>»^iin  Jowmai  of  Medical  Sciencet.  Saturday,  the  17th  July,  1841. 

SmaU  Pox h 

Measles  . 
Scarlatina 


LOCAL  BATHS. 
M.  MATOii,of  Lausanne,  baa ktely presented    „_  . ^^  ^.. 
to  the  Royal  Aoademy  of  Scienoea  in  Fluris    gl^S  f..^!^ 
•n  apparatus  for  bathing  any  limb,  or  any    Thrash 
part  of  one,  aepantely,  and  in  any  pomble 
pontion.    Hiia  apparatna  consists  of  a  hoi- 
Mw  cylinder  of  copper,  tiie  two  extremities 
of  which  are  pronded  with  caoutdu>uc  diaca, 
each  of  which  has  at  ita  centra  a  large  open- 


17 


ft 
t 
I 


DiarrhflBa 
Dysentery 

Cholera    • 

Inttuenta ' 

Typhus    •• 

Sjsag"::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:  t 


ingthiough  which  the  limb  is  introduced.  IRdrophobii *'/.'.*/. 

Varied  according  to  the  parts  to  whidithey  Dfseases  oftheBrahi^Nenres,  and  Senses  ..1 

are  to  be  applied,  these  i^paratus  form  a  kind  Dig^iej^tbe  Longs,  and  other  OrgaM  of  ^ 

of  sleeves,  or  gloves,  or  boots,  according  aa  i)£S2torthVH^'i^BtoodI 
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Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  ♦J 

Diseasesof  the  Kidneys,  he. t 

Childbed       ♦ 


Ovarian  Dropsy 
ofUter 


Dlseaies  of  Uterus,  Sec • 

Bbeumatinn * 

Diseases  of  Joints,  ftc * 

Ulcer    • 

Fistula   • 

Diseases  of  Skin,  fee _» 

Diseasesof  Uncertain  Scat 


they  have  to  endose  the  arm,  the  hand,  or 
the  foot  and  leg. 

This  kind  of  portable  bath  has,  M.  Mayor 
states,  nomerous  advantages.  It  is  cheap. 
It  permits  the  limbs  to  be  bathed  without 
obliging  the  patienta  to  keep  in  an  irkaome 
position.  When,  for  inatsnce,  the  elbow- 
joint  is  to  be  bathed,  two  piecea  correspond- 
ing to  the  arm  and  the  forearm  may  be 

•rticnutedtogether,[bycaoutchouctube,we  sin^;;NV'jssrcE<^: ::::::::::::::::  « 

suppose],  io  as  to  be  capable  of  movement    xie^tbs  by  Violence,  Privstion,  or  Intempe- 

on  each  other,  and  the  patient  suspending       ran<»  'IJIJ^Ji-Vl; 2 

the  appantus  in  a  aling  maywalk  about,    Owses not spediled _» 

and  even  make  nae  of  the  movement  of  ilcadoa    Deaths  from  sll  Csuses ?^i 

and  extension  of  his  arm.     Only  a  email 
quantity  of  water  ia  needed,  and  tiiis  advan- 
tage, though  unimportant  in  the  caae  of  sim- 
ple hatha,  ia  eonsiderable  when  medicated 
hatha  are  ordered.    The  liquid  will  preserve    Tfenursday 
its  temperature  a  long  time,  and  thia,  added    g[{2|^y 
to  the  convenience  of  employing  it,  wiU    Sunday 
enable    the  bath  to  be  uaed  longer  than  ia 
coatomary.    Hie  fluid  may  be  removed  or 
added  to  by  two  small  openings  made  above 
and  below  throu^  the  wall  of  the  cylinder. 
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Juig. 
Wednesday  SI 


Monday 
Tuesday 


94 
95 

96 
97 


THBaMOMKTBa. 

Ifrom  55  to  67 

69    m 

61  <• 

59  69 

69  67 

59  69 

69  69 


99*44  to 


9CMtt 
90-04 
90^ 


Winds,  very  variable,  Westjirevaning._ 

On  the  91  St,  clear  from  9  tiu  9,  t,u.  otneiwiw 


imgatmn  by  making  one   of  theee  openings    tUundSr,  accomoanled  with  heavv  -  - 

communicate  with  a  tube  conveying  water  to    about  ll  till  half-pM^  ll,.A.if._  Hie 


fain«  frooB 


the  cylinder,  and  the  other  one  to  carry  tt    ndly  ctondy^a  iittie^nfcU  ta^ 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  GBMTLBICBN  WHO  BATB  nSCBrVBD 
CBnTiPICATBS. 

TkmrwdoMt  Julp  22,  1841. 
Constsntine  Wrigbt.  finasex.— Willism  BoxaU, 
Fetworth,  Bosses.— Kichanl  Gilbertson.  Csr- 
dlganshlre-— Thomaa  Barker  Smart,  Yorkshire. 
<--lu>beitCouchaHa,TBaipie  Balssll,  Warwick- 
ahire.— Henry  Runcorn,  Manchsster.  —  John 
Johnstone,  Duckinfleld. 


The  96th,  morning  cloudy,  otherwise  ckM-    

97th,  generaUy  cloudy ;  a  ihower  of  rain  ahouS 
90  minutes  past  19,  p.m. 
Rain  ikllern,  'SB  of  an  inch. 

NoTicn.— We  regret  that  we  cannot  in- 
sert  Dr.  Bume's  note,  except  In  the  arfre 
/f  mi/et  department.  Both  partica  have  been 
heard  twice,  and  we  cannot  continue  the 
discusaon  except  as  above  stated. 

WiLBOM  'U  OaiLVT,  57*  Skinner  Sivest, 
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LECTURES  yey  no  erroneotu    notions  respecting  the 

^^  ^j,^  nature  of  the  disorder.      I  shall  give  yon, 

howerer,  in  most  cases,  both  the  old  and 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OF  the  new  denominations. 

PHYSIC  Cynanche  parotidaa. — Now  one  of  the 

disorders  in  Dr.  CuUen's  genns  Cynanche — 

Delivered  at  King*t  College,  London,  though  not  the  first  in  the  order  he  follows 

By  Da.  Watson.  — ^  cynanche  parotidaa.     It  is  an  inflam  • 

I '  matory  affection  of  the  salivary  glands,  and  of 

Lkcture  XLIV.  *^®  parotid  gland  in  particular.    Accordingly 

it  is  called  |iaro/«#f«  now-a-days.     It  is  not, 

Cynanche  Parotidaa,    Spontaneous  Saltva-  however,  mere  inflammation  of  the  parotid, 

tion.    Aphtha.    Cynanche  Tnmllaris,  arising    from    any    cause    whatever ;    and 

The  Greek  writers  on  medicine  applied  the  therefore  parotitis,  unless  some  epithet  be 

terms  awayxn  And  Kvyayx^  ^  inflamma-  added,  is  less  exact  than  cynanche  parotidsea. 

tory  affections  occurring  about  the  throat.  The  vulgar  have  given  it  just  as  good  an 

and  more  or  less  interfering  with  the  func-  arbitrary  name  as  the  learned ;  and  they 

tions  of  respiration  and  d^lutition  ;  and  the  call  it,  in  this  country,  the  mumps ;  and  the 

Latins  employed  the  word  angina  in  nearly  Scotch  call  it,  I  believe,  the  branks. 

the  same  sense.   And  Cullen,  in  his  Nosology,        This  disorder  need  not  detain  us  long. 

has  made  a  gentu  of  Cynanche,  although  the  The  parotid  sweUs ;  tnmefection  takes  place 

^inAftitfHi  which  he  has  included  in  that  genus  beneath  the  ear ;   and  if  the  submaxillary 

have  but  little  connexion,  except  in  so  far  and  sublingual  glands  are  not  implicated  in 

as  that  the  parts  they  occupy  lie  near  to  the  outset,  they   soon    participate  in   the 

each  other.      Some  of  them  indeed  have  tumefiustion,  in  most  instances ;  so  that  the 

their  seat  in  different,  though  almost  con-  swdling  extends  from  beneath  the  ear  along 

tiguous,   portions  of  the  iame  membrane;  the  neck,  towards  the  chin,  and  the  swelled 

and  are  apt,  sometimes,  on  that  account,  parts  are  hot  and  painful,  and  very  tender 

to  pass  one  into  the  other.     In  genersl  they  on  pressure.      The  aspect  of  the  patient 

arc  allied  rather  by  proximity  of  situation,  beocnnes  curiously  deformed.      Sometimes 

than  by  community  of  symptoms.  one  side  only  is  affected ;  sometimes  both 

I  mention  these  things,  because  there  bdng  sides  at  once ;  but  most  commonly  of  all, 

a  great  disposition  in  the  present  day  to  first  one  side  and  then  the  other.     These 

re-name  diseases,  and  to  affect  a  more  pre-  local    symptoms   are  attended  with  slight 

ciseand  scientific  nomenclature  than  sufficed  fever.     But  the  only  function  that  is  mate- 

for  Cullen,  if  I  adopted  the  more  modem  lially  affected  is  the  motion  of  the  lower 

appeUations  without  adverting  to  the  old  jaw,   which   is  impeded   by  the   swelling. 

ones,  which  have  been  current  so  many  3rear8,  Tlie  inflammatory  condition  almost  always 

you  might   experience   some    difficulty  in  terminates  after  a  fiew  days,  in  resolution, 

your  reading,  in  determining  what  disease  under  the  use  of  the  antipMogistic  regimen, 

was  intended,  when  it  was  merely  named,  and  the  application  of    external  warmtii. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  there  is  much  The  disease  reaches  its  height  in  about  four 

inconvenience  in   altering  the    established  days,  and  then  bc^:ins  to  decline;  and  its 

nomenclature  ;   and  especially  in  changing  whole  duration  may  be  stated,  on  an  average, 

such  arbitrary  terms  as,  though  they  may  at  eight  or  ten  days. 

not  be  tcientijic,  are  yet  definite,  and  con-        TUa  complaint  often  prevails  epidemically : 

714.— XXVIII.  2  B 
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when  it  affecta  one  person  in  a  family,  or  inflammation.  Nor  are  euch  meamrea  iie> 
ocfaool,  it  usually  affects  seTeral  others,  oessary.  We  are  not  to  bleed,  nor  riolently 
simultaneously  or  in  succession.  It  chiefly  to  purge  such  patients,  nor  to  applj  cold  to 
attacks  children  and  young  persons.  There  reduce  the  swelling.  Luckily,  hot  appli- 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  spreads  by  contagion ;  cations  are  not  only  the  most  safe  and  pro- 
and  it  seldom  happens  that  the  same  person  per,  but  the  most  grateful  also  to  the  feelings 
is  twice  affected  by  the  mumps.  These  are  of  the  patient.  If  suppuration  ahoiild  en- 
remarkable  circumstances,  and  give  the  sue — ^which  is  unusual  and  unlikely,  but 
malady  a  peculiar  and  specific  character,  which  sometimes  docs  occur  from  ex- 
I  do  not  dwell  upon  them  now,  because  they  tension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  neigli- 
belong  also  to  a  very  interesting  group  of  bouring  cellular  tissue — poultices  mnst  be 
diseases,  which  will  require  to  be  particularly  substituted  for  the  fomentation.  Warm 
considered  hereafter.  applications,  and  rest  in  the  horizontal  pos> 

Another  curious  circumstance  connected  ture,   are  to    be    recommended  when  dw 

with  the  disease,  and  one  which  has  some  inflammation  leaves  the  salivary  glands,  and 

bearing  upon  its  treatment,  is  that,  in  many  attacks  the  testicles  ;  or  if  tiie  patient  will 

cases,  upon  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  of  i^ot,  or  cannot,  lie  up,  the  testicle  must  be 

the  neck  and  throat,  and  particularly  when  supported  by  a  suspensory  bandage-«a  bag 

it  subsides   quickly ,    the   testicleSf  in  the  truss.     If  the  inflammation  of  the  tesdde  or 

male  sex,  become  swollen  and  tender,  and  mamma  be  very  violent,   we   most  apply 

the  mammdi  in  Uie  female.     It  is  said,  but  leeches,  and  afterwards  poultices ;  but  this 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  observation  be  will  not  often  be  required,  or  advisable. 

constantly  true,   that  the  testicle,   or  the  Finally,  if  the  inflammation  should  fly  to  the 

breast,  of  the  tame  tide  with  the  inflamed  brain,  we  must  lay  aside  our  previous  caution, 

parotid,   suffers.      Sometimes    the    testicle  <^d  treat  the  disease  in  that  active  manner 

wastes  away  after  the  swelling  recedes;   a  which  the  inflammation  of  so  important  a 

circumstance  which  is  known  occasionally  to  part  of  the  body    demands.      No    worwe 

happen    when    inflammation  of  that  part  metastasis  can- occur  on  the  cessation  of  tlie 

arises  from  other  causes.     This,   however,  phrenitis.     I  have  fully  spoken  heretofote 

is  not  usual.      In  general  the  inflammation  ofthe  treatment  to  be  pursued  in  that  disease, 

subsides  and  ceases  in  the  one  gland  as  it  and  I  have  nothing  to  add  respecting  it  now, 

does  in  the  other ;  the  swelling  is  neither  except  that  it  may  be  right,  as  an  auxiliary 

very  painful  nor  long  continued.    But  some-  expedient,  to  try  to  reproduce  the  infbon- 

times    a  more  serious    transference    takes  mation  in  the  parotid,  or  testicle,  or  mamma, 

place,  from  the  testicle  to  the  brain  :  this  I  by  irritating  applications — mustard  poultices, 

have  never  witnessed  ;  but  then,  to  say  the  for  example — in  the  hope  of  thus  producing 

truth,  I  have  not  often  been  called  upon  to  what   is  called  remdnon,  and  of  diverting 

treat  the  mumps,  and  my  personal  experience  the  disease  from  the  brain  to  tlie  part  whidi 

of  it  is  limited.     I  find  it  stated  that  the  it  previously  occupied, 
metastasis  to  the  testicle  is  considered  as        Mercurial    ParoiitU. — ^You  know   that 

rather  a  fortunate  circumstance,  because  it  there  is  another  specific  form  of  paroiitis, 

serves  as  a  sort  of  protection  against  metas-  which   is  apt  to  be  induced  by  mercury, 

tasis  to  the  brain  ;  but  I  suspect  this  to  be  Of  this  I  have  already  spoken.     When  it  is 

a  mistake.    Inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  of  severe,  it  may  be  treated  by  leeches,  witfaoiQt 

its  membranes,  has  sometimes  occurred  on  any  dread  of  such  metastasis  as  occurs  in 

the  disappearance  of  the  parotid  swelling ;  the  mumps.      It  is  usually,   though    not 

but  it  has  much  oftener  supervened,  I  be-  always,  accompanied  by  a  proAise  discharge 

lieve,  upon  the  retrocession  of  the  iuflam-  of  the  secretion  proper  to  the  glands  affected  ; 

mation  in  the  testicle  or  mamma.     It  is  and  it  is  attended  also  by  sponginess  and 

said  also  that  the  inflammation  sometimes  swelling  of  the  gums. 

returns  from  the  testicle  to  the  parotid,  and         I  presume  that  when  inflammation  of  these 

back  again;   oscillating  thus  two  or  three,  salivary  glands  is  no/ attended  with  ptyalism, 

times  between  the  two  glands.     Fortunately,  the  parenchyma  of  the  gland,  or  the  cellular 

the  metastasis  to  the  brain  is  much  more  tissue  which  enters  into  its  composition,  is 

rare  than  that  to  the  testicle.  principally  affected ;  and  that  when  there  is 

The  treatment  of  the  mumps  is  simple,  much  salivation,  the  membrane  lining  the 

It  consists  in  the  observance  of  the  aotiphlo-  secretory  and  excretory  ducts  are  implicated, 

gistic  regimen  ;  mild  diaphoretics ;  laxative  We  see  the  same  distinctions  in  other  analo- 

medicines  if  the  head  aches,  or  the  bowels  gous  organs. 

are  confined;   and   warm   fomentations,  or        SpontaneouM  ealivation. — Profuse   ptya* 

dry  warm  flannel,  to  the  neck  and  throat,  lism  sometimes  occurs  without  any  obvious 

The  tendency  observed  in  this  complaint  to  cause ;  and  is  then  said  to  be  idiopathic : 

a  change  of  place — to  metastasis  to  more  and  this  is  a  circumstance  which  it  concerns 

important,  organs — forbids  us   from    using  you  to  be  aware  of,  both  as  practitioners, 

very  active  measures  to  cAecit  or  euddue  the  and  as  medical  jurists.    The  same  tender^ 
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•MM  andmDtlUng  of  the  lalirary  glands,  the  time  ahe  had  been  a  healthy  lively  child, 

aame    copious  9€cretUm  and  excretion  ^f  with  nothiDg  very  remarkable  about  her, 

M/tM,  nay,  even  the  sam«  fetor ^  or  a  srodl  except  that  she  was  habitually  subject  to 

which  can  scarcely  be  distiDgnished  from  it  profuse  perspirations,  which  had  a  very  add 

—the  same  collection  of  symptoms  which  is  smell :  so  that  the  washerwoman  was  always 

fiuniliar  to  you  as  indicating  the  specific  aware  which  were  her  clothes,   when  she 

action  of  mercury  upon  the  human  system,  came  to  wash  them,  by  this  emell.   She  then 

will  arise  sometimes  (but  very  rarely)  when  suddenly  became  indisposed,   had   a  little 

not  a  particle  of  mercury  has  been  adminis-  headache,  and  began  to  spit  a  good  deal. 

tered.     Several  other  substances  are    well  This  was  noticed  by  her  mother,  and  pointed 

known  to  hsTO  the  oocasionBl  effect  of  pro-  out  to  her  medical  attendant,  before  any 

ducing  aa  increased,  and  even  a  profuse  medicine  was  given  her;  and  mercury^,  on 

flow    of    saliva :    preparations,     for    ex-  that  account,  was  religiously  withheld.     But 

ample,  of  gold,  of  copper,  of  antimony,  and  in  spite  of  all  treatment  the  ptyalbm  went 

of  arsenie.    The  castor  oil  is  said  to  have  on  increasing.     When  I  saw  her  she  was 

sometimes  the  same  consequence.    Digitalis  spitting  three  pints  of  saliva  in  twelve  hours ; 

oertaiuly  has ;  and  the  iodide  of  potassium ;  transparent,  rather  dark-coloured,  and  with 

and  sometimes,  I  believe,  opium.    Now  and  a  small  quantity  of  foam  on  its  surface, 

then  ptyalism  is  met  with  as  a  symptom.  There  was  nothing  amiss  with  her  teeth,  or 

among  others,  of  pregnancy.     Occasionally  her  gums,  and  no  fetor  of  the  breath.     She 

it  results  from  some  local  irritation  within  was  greatly  emaciated,  and  resembled,  in 

the  mouth :   from  a  decayed  or  mbplaced  some  respects,  a  peraon  worn  down  by  dia- 

tooth.    But  what  I  principally  wish  to  call  betes.   From  the  very  commencement  of  the 

your  attention  to  is  the  &ct  that  ealivation  spitting,  the  acid  perspiration  had  ceased, 

may  occur  as  an  idiapatAie  complaint.     In  and  even  the  vapour  heSh  failed  to  make  her 

the    twenty-sixth  volume  of  the'  London  sweat.     A  great  variety  of  remedies  were 

Medical  and  Phyncal  Journal,  there  is  an  tried,  under  Dr.  Nevinson'a  superintendence, 

instance  of  it  described  by  Mr.  Davies,  in  but  without  the  least  good  effect.     At  last 

which  two  or  three  pints  of  saliva  were  dis-  came  the  visitation  of  £e  influenza,  in  April 

charged  dailyfor  sometime.  Thbfluz at  length  of   that  year.    The   girl  became  severely 

ceased  under  the  use  of  laxative  medicines,  affected  by  that  disorder ;  and  thereupon  the 

In  the  second  volume  of  the  IVaneaetione  qf  salivation  disappeared,  and  has  not  returned. 

the  College  qf  Phyeidane  is  an  extraordinary  I  heard  to-day  that  she  is  in  excellent  health, 

example  of  the  same  thing,  related  by  Mr.  Should  you  meet  with  cases  of  the  same 

Power.      A  young  lady,  of  sixteen,  spat  kind,  you  will  search  for  some  cause  of  irri- 

from  sixteen  to  forty  ounces  of  saliva  daily  tation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  salivary 

for  upwards  of  two  years.    Mr.  Power  be-  glands,  and  especially  in  the  state  of  the 

tiered  that  the  ptyalism  in  this  case  was  teeth  and  gums ;  and  finding  none,  you  will 

originally  excited  by  wool,  which  he  found,  seek  farther  for  the  cause  of  the  salivation  in 

in  a  foetid  state,  in  her  ears.     In  the  Revne  some  deviation  from  the  natural  condition 

Miedieale  there  is  an  account  given  of  a  pa-  of  one  or  other  of  the  principal  functions  of 

tient  who  was  cured  of  a  spontaneous  ptyalism  the  system:    and  you  will  regulate  your 

after  spitting  nine  pints  daily  for  mue  years  treatment  accordingly.     I  do  not  know  of 

and  a  half.     You  may  see  another  instance  any  specific  plan  of  cure  to  be  recommended : 

as  related  by  Dr.  Prout  in  the  old  series  of  but  it  b  certainly  of  importance  that  you 

the  ^fUM^t  qf  Philoaophy,      Dr.   Pereira  should  be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that 

states  that  he  has  seen  a  dozen  such  cases  ;  ptyalism  sometimes  exists  as  a  separate  and 

and  he  describes  one  which  was  fatal,  not  independent  malady.  Astringent  washes  are 

from     the    ptyalism    however,    but    from  found,  sometimes,  of  service ;  a  solution  of 

sloughing  of  the  cheek :    and  this  is  no  un-  alum,  or  the  infusion  of  catechu, 
common  circumstance.     In  certain  cases  of 

idiopathic  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  Aphtha, — Before  I  proceed  to  the  diseases 

gums  or  cheeks,  from  some  constitutional  pertaining  to  the  interior  of  the  fauces  and 

unsoundness,  there  may  be  extensive  slough-  throat,  let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 

ing,  ptyalism,  and  a  very  offensive  odour,  a  few  words  in  respect  to  aphtha.    They 

much  resembling  that  which  mercury  pro-  form  the  characteristic  symptom  of  an  espe- 

dttces.     I  have  met  with  one  example  only  dal  disease  of  infancy,  and  they  are  apt  to 

of    well  -  marked    ^Kintaneous    ptyalism  ;  occur  in  the  course  of  other  diseases  in  adult 

and  some   of   its  circumstances    were    so  age  $  and  they  are  then  of  some  importance 

peculiar,  that  they  may  be  worth  relating,  as  guides  in  forming  our  prognosis,  and  even 

I  was  taken  out  to  Bayswater,  by  a  medical  in  determining  our  treatment, 

friend,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1833,  to  Aphths  consist  in  small,  irregular,  but 

see  a  little  girl,  ten  years  old,  who  had  been  usually  roundish  white  specks,  or  patches, 

in  a  state  of  salivation  from  the  5th  of  No-  scatteredoverthe'surfaoeof  the  tongue,  and  the 

vember  in  the  preceding  year.     Up  to  that  lining  membrane  of  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  and 
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fauces ;  the  angles  of  the  lips,  the  cheeks,  the  of  the  Palvis  Cretee  Compootiw,  two  parts 

palate,  the  pendulous  velum,  the  tonsils,  the  of  the  dried  Carbonate  of  Soda,   and   one 

pharynx.     They  look  like  little  drops  of  part  of  Hydraigyum  com  CretA.      Prom 

tallow,  or  morsels  of  curd,  sprinkled  over  three  to  five  grains  of  this  powder  maj  be 

those  parts  ;  they  project  a  little  above  the  given  thrice  daOy :  and  for  the  local  afiee- 

surrounding  surface  ;  and,  in  fact,  they  are  tion  of  the  tongue  and  month,  the  mei  koraeig 

mostly  formed  by  elevated  portions  of  the  is  a  capital  application.     It  may  be  fwintrd 

mucous  epidermis,  covering  a  small  quantity  on  the  aphthous  parts  with  a  eamd's  hair 

of  a  serous  or  gelatinous  fluid,  which  sepa-  pencfl. 

rates    the    epidermis    ftom   the   subjacent  Aphthae  occurring  in  adults,  m  tbe  oonrae 

corium.      These  portions  of  the  epidermis  of  other  diseases,  are  often  tbe  harbiBgers  of 

detach  themselves,   and  fall  off;     leaving  dissolution.     They  denote  considerable  de- 

behind  them  a  reddish  raw- looking  surface,  hilUy ;  and  they  point  out  tbe  propriety  of 

or  sometimes  a  foul  and  ash-coloured  spot :  sustaining  the  patient's  strength,  by  bark, 

and  successive  crops  of  these  aphthte  are  apt  wine,- and  nourishing  food.    Itis  remarkaUe 

to  be  formed.  how  treatment  of  this  kind  w31  somedmes 

Now  children  in  arms  who  exhibit  these  tell,      I  had  a  patient  last  summer  iHx» 

aphthae,  are  sud  to  have  the  thrush.    Tins  lived  for  some  months,   and  in    toierabie 

occurs  at  an  early  age ;  seldom,  or  never,  I  comfort,  after  a  second  attaek  of  apoplexy. 

believe,  after  the  period  of  lactation  is  over.  Every  now  and  then  he  would  have  a  crop 

The  spots  occasion  some  inconvenience  in  of  aphthae  appear,  whidi  was  always  an 

themselves — ^the  mouth  is  rendered  hot  and  admonition  to  us  that  he  not  only  would 

tender  by  them.    The  child  may  be  eager  bear,  but  that  he  required  some  tonic»     A 

enough  to  take  the  breast,  but  is  observed  to  more  generous  diet,  with  bark,  would  diasi- 

do  so  with  pain  and  wailing  whenever  the  pate  them  in  a  day  or  two. 

mouth  is  applied  to  the  nipple,  and  attempts  Borax   is    an   excellent   appUcaiioa   tat 

to  suck  or  to  swallow  are  made.  aphthae,  whether  they  occur  in  adulCa  or  in 

But  these  aphthae,  thus  occurring  in  in-  infants.      I  have    known    it    afford   great 

fants,  are  attended  with  other  symptoms  of  comfort  to  patients  who  were  in  the  last 

disorder  :     such    as    drowsiness,    sickness,  stage  of  phthisis,  and  to  whom  the  aphtfaoos 

diarrhoea,  and  some  feverishness.     And,  I  state  of  the  mouth  was  a  considerable  soiuee 

believe,  a  general  notion  prevails,  that  the  of  distress.  Equal  parts  of  Mel  Boracis,  and 

same  aphthous  condition  which  is  visible  in  Syrup  of  Poppies,  is  a  good  form.     Or  an 

the  tongue  and  mouth,  pervades,  in  such  agreeable    as  well  as  useful  gargle  may  be 

cases,   the  whole   of  the  alimentary  canal,  made,   by  mixing  two  drachms  of  BcMrax, 

But  this  must  be  a  mistake.     That  some  with  half  an  ounce  of  Mel   Rosse,  three 

morbid   condition  exists   throughout    that  ounces  of  Decoction  of  Quince  Seeds,  and  four 

tract  is  highly  probable,  but  true  aphthae  can  ounces  of  water. 

only  form  on  those  mucous  surfaces  which  Aphthae  seem  sometimes  to  depend  upon 

a,re  provided  with  a  continuous  epidermis,  mere  derangement  of  the  stomach.    A  noble- 

This  erroneous  notion  has  been  strengthened,  man  who  is  well  known  as  a  ban  vivami,  ean 

perhaps,   by  the  observation  of  aphthous  never  eat  shell-fish  (so  I  am  told  by  his 

spots  on  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus.     The  physician)  without  finding,  within  twoboan, 

complaint    sometimes   appears    to    be   the  that  his  mouth  is  full  of    aphthtt.     E?cn 

result  of  improper  diet,  in  children  brought  lobster-sauce  will  serve  him  thus.      I  look 

up  by  hand  ;  or  of  milk  of  a  bad  quality,  upon  this  as  a  sort  of  internal  urticaria, 
from  an  unhealthy  or  intemperate  nurse.     It 

generally  lasts  eight  or  ten  days.     It  is  not  Cynanche   tonsillaris,  —  Hard    by    the 

attended  with  much  danger,  except  in  certain  salivary  glands  lie  the  tonsils :  and  one  of 

cases,   when  the  surfoos  is  left  brown  or  CuUen's  species  of  cynanche  is  the  eym4mcke 

bluish  after  the  loosening  and  separation  of  tonsillaris ,-  in  more  modem  language,  ton- 

the  crusts.     In  such  cases,  the  local  affec-  siUitis,  or  amygdalitis ;  or,  in  the  vemacolar, 

tion  is  apt  to  run  into  a  bad  kind  of  gangre-  quinsy,  (»mmon  inflammatory  sore-throi^  : 

nous  ulceration,  and  the  discharges  from  the  a  disease  which,   though  internal,  is    yet 

bowels  become  slimy  and  shreddy.  within  the  reach  of  our  sight,   and  ea^y 

In  almost  all  instances  of  the  thrush  in  recognized, 

children,  there  is  acidity  of  stomach  present.  The  popular    term  quinsy  is    in    troth 

Care,  of  course,  is  to  be  taken  to  discover  traceable — through  the  French  esguinamcie 

and  to  correct  any  error  of  diet ;   and  any  — ^to  the  scientific  term  cynanche. 

nnwholesomeness  in  the  quality  of  the  food.  This  common  and  troublesome  disorder 

And   antacids  are  to  be  administered.      I  occurs  with  very  unequid  severity  in  different 

know  of  no  form  of  medicine  better  adapted  cases.     The  difference  depends  upon  the  ex- 

to  remedy  tbe  diarrhoea  of  infants,  than  the  tent  of  the  disease,  and  the  number  and 

Pnlvis  Sod^e  eum  Hydrargyro  of  our  hos-  variety  of  the  parts  which  it  involves  :  for  it 

pital  Pharmacopoeia ;  composed  of  two  parts  is  seldom  limited  entirely  to  the  tonsils,  but 
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spreads  to  the  uvulay  the  yelum  palatl,  the  secretion.     Unable,  or  nnwilling  to  swallow 

salivuy  glands,  the  pharynx,  and  even  to  the  the  abundant  saliva,  the  patient  allows  it  to 

root  of  the  tongue,  and  the  neighbouring  dribble  from  his  mouth, 

cellular  tissue.    When  the  inflammation  is  Now  and  then,  although  the  act  of  swal- 

superfidal  it  does  not  produce  any  great  lowing  is  difficult  and  painful,  you  perceive, 

distress,  even  though  it  may  be  cUffused.  on  looking  into  the  fauces,  no  appearance 

When  it  penetrates  through  and  beyond  the  which  can  account    for    these  symptoms, 

mucous  membrane,  it  is  apt  to  end  in  sup-  The  inflammation  is  seated  lower  down  in  the 

puration,  and  to  harass  the  patient  much :  throat ;  out  of  sight.    This  cannot  with  pro- 

the  tonsils  swell  to  an  enormous  size,  and  at  priety  be  called  cynanche  tonsillaris ;  indeed, 

length  deep  abscesses  form  in  them.    The  it  forms  a  distinct  species,  the  cynanche 

disease  is  worst  of  all  when  the  back  part  of  pharyngea  of  Cullen.     I  mention  it  here 

the  tongue,  and  the  muscular  and  cellular  because  it  really  does  not  require  any  separate 

tissue  thereabouts,   become  implicated:    it  consideration. 

may  chance  to  reach  even  the  laryn:|,  and  The  pain  in  cynanche  tonsillaris  is  felt 

th^  it  is  always  and  extremely  perilous.  almost  solely  during  the  act  of  deglutition  ; 

Under  its  more  ordinary  forms,  cynanche  which  is  difficult  also  from  the  mechanical 

tonsillaris  generally  manifests  itself,  at  first,  narrowing  of  the  passage  by  the  enlarged 

by  a  slight  degree  of  uneasiness  and  difficulty  glands.     When  both  tonsils  are  aflfected  at 

in  swallowing ;  with  a  constant  dryness  and  onoe,  and  much  swollen,  they  push  forwards 

sense  of  constriction  in  the  fauces,  and  a  the  anterior  pillars  of  the  velum  palati,  and 

feeling  as  if  some  foreign  substance  were  project,  in  the  shape  of  two  great  balls  of 

sticking  there.     Upon  inspecting  the  throat,  flesh,  into  the  arch  of  the  fauces,  so  as  to 

more  or  less  of  inflammatory  redness  and  leave  a  very  small  space  only  between  them ;. 

swelling  is  seen  of  one  or  both  of  the  tonsils,  and  they  sometimes  even  meet  and  touch 

Sometimes  both  of  them  are  affected  at  onoe.  each  other,  and  cause  ulceration  by  their 

Very  frequently  one  only  is  first  attacked  ;  mutual  pressure.    When  attempts  are  made 

and  the  swelling  begins  in  the  other  as  it  to  swallow  liquids,  they  are  apt  to  return 

ceases  in  the  first.    This  is  just  what  occurs  through  the  nose ;  the  backward  passage  can 

in  many  instances  also  of  cynanche  parotidaea.  no  longer  be  shut  in   consequence  of  the 

The  uvula  is  commonly  enlarged  and  elon-  tumid  and  ^fixed  condition  of  the    velum 

gated,  and  of  a  scarlet  colour.     Sometimes  palati.     The  patients  are  unable  to  swallow 

it  drags  upon  the  back  part  of  the  tongue,  even  soft  solids ;  indeed  the  pain  of  swallow- 

or  ha^  into  the  pharynx,  causing  the  dis-  ing  is  so  great,  that  they  are  not  easily  per- 

agreeable  sensation  of  a  foreign  body  con-  siuided  to  try.  ^  In]  severe-  cases;  pain  shoots 

tinually  present,  and  provoking,  by  its  mere  from  the  throat  to  the  ear  along  the  course 

contact,  painful  and  fatiguing  acts  of  deglu-  of  the  eustachian  tube ;  and  this  is  considered 

tition.     Slore  frequently  the  uvula  may  be  important,  as  being  indicative  of  suppuration, 

seen  to  be  adherent  to  that  tonsil  whidi  is  I  believe  that  'suppuration  does  occur  in 

most  swollen.   The  dryness  of  the  fauces  soon  the  majority  of  the  cases  which  are  attended 

gives  placetoacopioossecretionof transparent  with  this  symptom.     Sometimes  there  i& 

mucus,  which  is  frothy  and  viscid,    and  tinnitus  aurium,  and  partial  deafness,  from 

sticks  to  the  inflamed  surface,  so  as  to  be  the  obstruction  produced  to  the  passage  of 

detached  with  difficulty  ;  and  the  patient  is  air  through  the  eustachian  tube ;  either  by 

tormented  by  continual  and  painful  efforts  closure  of  its  extreniit]i  in  consequence  of 

to  hawk  np,  or  to  swallow,  this  mucus.     In  the  swollen  state  of  the  parts  about  it,  or  by 

an  early  stage  of  the  disease  opaque  whitish  some  thickening  of   its  lining  membrane 

spots  appear  upon  the  red  tonsil.    They  are  £rom  an  extension  of  the  inflammation  along 

exudations  finom  its  surfgice,  or  the  discharged  its  channel. 

contents  of  the  mooouB  crypts  there  situate.  When  the  inflammation  is  intense,  and 

It  is  important  that  you  should  be  aware  of  involves  the  root  of  the  tongue,  the  patient 

this,  that  you  may  not  mistake  such  specks  becomes  unable  to  open  his  mouth  suffidendy 

fbr  ulcerating  or  sloughing  points,  such  as  to  allow  the  &uces  to  be  seen ;  and  the  in- 

occur  in  some  other  affections  of  the  throat,  flamed  parts   csn    be    examined    only  by 

but  which  are  not  common,  at  least  in  the  means  of  one's  finger.     In  some  instances 

outset,  of  this.  the  power  of   separating  the   jaws  is  so 

When  the  inflammation  is  violent,  the  limited,  as  not  to  admit  the  introduction  of 

submaxillary  and  parotid  glands  sometimes  the  finger:  and  the  tongue  is  incapable  of 

swell,  and  become  tender  on  pressure ;  and,  any  motion. 

less  firequently,  the  patient  is  troubled  by  In  ordinary  casesi  however  severe  the  dis- 

profuse  ptyalism.     In  other  words,  the  in-  ease  may  be,  there  is  scarcely  any  affection 

flammation  spreads  from  the  tonsils  to  the  of   the   breathing.     But  the  throat  is  so 

salivary    glands,    and    secondary    parotitis  blocked  up,  and  the  free  play  of  the  velum 

occurs;    sometimes    with    and    sometimes  palati  so  impeded,  that  the  speech  is  altered; 

without  an  augmentation  of  their  natural  becoming  thick,  gutturtd,  and  inarticulate. 
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You  may  often  recognize  the  disease  by  the  ititutions  ;   or  when  tonsillitis  ooaan  wm  a 

peculiar  tone  of  the  patient's  voice,  without  complication  of  more  general  disease,  svdi 

looking  into  his  throat.    When  the  swelling  as  scarlet  fever.    It  is  much  more  conainoo 

of  the  tonsils  is  very  great,  the  breathing  to  see  repeated  attadu  of  cynancbe  tonsil' 

does  sometimes  become  impaired ;  and  it  ia  laris  produce,  what   used  to    be  sbsurdly 

in  such  cases  alone,  or  nearly  in  such  casea  called   scirrhus,  a  permanent  enlBrgcment 

alone,  that  this  disease  is  at  all  alarming.  and  hardening  of  the  tonsils.     While  they 

Cynanche   tonsillaris    is    commonly  at-  are  in  this  state,  a  low  kind  of  inflammatkm 

tended,  from  the  very  outset  of  the  iiitlam-  is  very  readily  reexcited  in  them.     The  en- 

mation,  by  smart  inflammatory  fever ;  severe  larged  tonsils  are  generally  irregular,  and 

headache  often,  and  a  rapid  pulse,  rising  to  notched ;  something  like  the  surfeoe  of  a 

120  beats  in  the  minute,  or  more.  The  con-  walnut  shell ;  and  a  white  oryeUow  aecietion 

stitutional  disturbance  runs  higher  than  we  is  often  to  be  seen  lying  in  the  hollows.  This 

might  have  expected,  considering  the  limited  appearance  may  easily  be  mistaken,  by  an 

extent  of  the  local  inflammation,  and  the  inexperienced  eye,  for  ulceration, 
comparatively  small  importance  of  the  part        There  is  not  much  risk  of  your  oonfoond^ 

inflamed.     At  the  same  time  there  is  very  ing  cynanche  tonsillaris  with  any  other  com- 

little  of  that  debility  and  anxiety  which  are  plaint.     Hie  various  species  of  cynanchg 

observed,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  in  com-  enumerated  by  Cullen  are  separated  each 

mon  continued  fbver.  from  the  others  by  certain  broad  lines  of 

The  inflammation  often  terminates  by  distinction :  all  derived,  however,  from  dif- 
resolution ;  but  when  it  is  violent,  or  long-  ferent  combinations  of  two  symptoms ; — 
continued,  it  very  frequently  leads  to  the  dytpncea  and  dytphayia.  Urns,  in  cynanche 
formation  of  pus.  When  the  mucous  secre-  tonsillaris,  deghitition  alone  is  diffienlt ;  and 
tion  increases  in  quantity,  and  becomes  less  when  you  look  into  the  throat  you  see  at 
viscid,  when  the  difficulty  of  swallowing  di-  once  why  it  is  difficult.  There  n  equal  difB- 
minishes,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  decline,  culty  of  swallowing,  and  equal  freedom  of 
resolution  may  be  expected.  Suppuration,  respiration,  in  cjntiuihepkarynyea  .*  but  the 
on  the  other  hand,  may  be  looked  for  when  cause  of  the  dysphagia  is  not  visible.  In 
the  inflammation  is  unusually  intense,  when,  cynanche  traehealUf  the  respiration  Is  mvdi 
by  the  swelUng  of  the  tonsils,  the  breathing  affected ;  the  &cility  of  swi^owing  not  af- 
is  impeded,  when  a  pulsating  pain  is  fielt,  fected  at  all.  In  cynandie  larynpeu  both 
shooting  to  the  ear,  when  the  patient  can  these  functions  are  implicated  :  there  is  diflS- 
scarcely  open  his  mouth,  or  protrude  or  culty  of  swallowing  as  well  as  diffienlty  of 
move  his  tongue,  when  there  is  more  than  breathing.  Cynanche  yaroiidaa  is  distin- 
nsual  external  swelling,  and  when  the  symp-  guished  by  the  absence  of  both  the  symp- 
toms increase,  or  even  fail  to  remit,  after  toms :  its  title  to  the  name  of  cynanche  is 
five  or  six  days  have  elapsed.  Rigors  some-  therefore  equivocal.  Many  of  tiiese  points 
times  accompany  and  announce  tiie  suppu-  will  soon  come  under  our  notice  agam. 
ration ;  and  afterwards  the  pus  may  be  often  Cynanche  tonsillaris  Is  supposed  to  be 
seen  shining  through  the  membrane  covering  most  frequent  among  theyoung  and  plethoric, 
the  tonsils.  In  many  cases,  however,  it  lies  But  it  certainly  occurs  very  often  dso  in  per- 
80  deep  that  it  cannot  be  detected  by  the  sons  who  are  pale,  and  spare,  and  feeble  ; 
most  careful  examination.  At  length  the  and  in  those  of  middle  age.  Some  indivi- 
little  abscess  bursts ;  and  the  relief  there-  duals  appear  to  have,  by  nature,  a  strong 
upon  experienced  by  the  patient  is  sudden  predisposition  to  the  disease ;  and  in  them 
and  striking.  All  at  once  the  pain  ceases  |  its  attacks  are  more  or  less  periodical ;  re<- 
he  can  swallow,  and  he  feels  himself  well ;  curring  at  particular  seasons,  and  oommonly 
and  often  indeed  be  is  well,  or  nearly  so.  during  the  variable  weather  of  spring  or 
The  matter  discharged  has  always  a  nauseous  autumn.  This  peculiarity  runs  sometimes 
taste  and  a  remarkably  fetid  smell :  and  in  families.  The  liability  to  the  complaint 
sometimes  the  fetor,  or  the  ill  taste,  is  the  is  also  very  much  increased  by  repetitions  of 
only  sign,  besides  the  improvement  in  the  the  attacks. 

symptoms,  that  indicates  the  rupture  of  the        The  only  exciting  cause  worth  mentioiiingy 

abscess ;  the  pus  being  so  small  in  quantity  almost  the  sole  cause  indeed,  is  exposure  to 

as,  when  mixed  up  with  other  matters,  easily  cold.     Not  unfrequently  it  assails  so  many 

to  escape  notice,  or  (what  fluently  hap.  persons  at  the  same  time  as  to  be  epidemic ; 

pens),  passing  backwards  into  the  stomach  and  for  that  reason  it  has  sometimes  been 

by  an  involuntary  movement  of  deglutition,  thought  contagious.     But  it  has  no  conta- 

Suppuntion  sometimes,   but  rarely,  takes  gious    property  '  whatever.     Although    we 

place  externally,  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  often  see  several  members  of  the  same  fbmily 

neck,  as  well  as  internally.  affected  by  it  at  once,  yet  we  may  leani, 

The  termination  in  gangrene  is -spoken  of  upon  careful  inquiry,  that  its  commencement 

in  books;  and  it  is  just  possible,  but  it  never  in  the  different  cases  has  been  too  nearly 

happens,  I  imagine,  except  in  unhealthy  con-  umultaneous  to  admit  the  supposition  of  its 
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having  been  comnmnicated  from  one  to  ano-  the  abscess  bad  opened  internally  behind  and 

ther.     The  patients  have  all  been  exposed  to  below  the  left  tonsil.     Tlie  lingual  branch  of 

the  same  unwholesome  influences,  which  ope-  the  carotid  artery  crossed  the  site  of  the 

rating  upon  similar  constitutions,  such  as  abscess ;  and  had  been  severed  and  laid  open 

those  who  are  sprang  from  the  same  parents  by  ulceration.     From  this  vessel  the  fotal 

may  be  expected  to  possess,  have  produced  hemorrhage  had  come, 

similar  effects.     This  prevalence  of  the  dis-  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  also   that 

order  at  certain  times  and  places,  is  con-  cjrnancbc  tonsillaris  does  sometimes,  by  ex- 

nected,  no  doubt,  with  some  peculiar  condi-  tension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  neigh- 

tions  of  the  atmosphere.  bouring  parts,  superinduce  that  very  formi- 

The  prognosis  is  almost  always  favourable,  dable  species  of  cynanche,  of  which  I  am 

Not  but  what  death  may  be  produced  by  soon  to  speak,  the  cynanche  larynffca.    AU 

this  disease,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  eases  in  which  the  breathing  is  in  any  de- 

and  when  the  inflammation  is  unusually  vio-  gree  affected,  should  excite  suspicion,  and 

lent  and  extensive.     The  late  Dr.  Gregory,  strict  scrutiny ;   although  the  dyspnoea  may 

of  Edinburgh,  used  to  mention  in  his  lee-  be  produced  by  the  mere  swelling  of  tiie 

tures  one  instance,  the  only  one  he  had  met  tonsils. 

with  among  many  hundred  cases,  of  death  You  will  understand,  then,  that  cynanche 

from  cynanche  tonsillaris.     He  did  not  see  tonsillaris  tnay^  under  unusual  and  untoward 

the  patient  till  he  was  moribund;   and  he  circumstances,  proved  fatal  disease ;  but  that 

suspected  that  it  was  combined  with  typhus  it  is  so  very  rarely  indeed.     In  almost  all 

fever.     The  only  fatal  case  that  I  ever  wit-  cases  we  may  say  that  the  life  of  the  patient 

nessed  occurred  some  years  ago  at  the  Mid-  is  not  in  danger. 

dlesex  Hospital,  in  one  of  my  own  patients.  Treatment,  —  In  the  uncomplicated  and 

He  was  a  stout  young  man,  26  years  old,  a  milder  form  of  the  disease,  when  the  ioflam- 

private    coachman.       The    complaint    was  mation  is  superficial  and  the  fever  slight,  no 

clearly  traced  to  his  having  got  wet  through,  great  activity  of  treatment  is  requisite.    The 

more  than  once,  a  day  or  two  before  it  came  patient  should  be  kept  within  doors,  and 

on.     Besides    the    ordinary    symptoms    of  even  in  bed :   for  a  troublesome  tendency  to 

cynanche  tonsillaris,  there  was  great  external  a  recurrence  of  the  disorder  may  be  fostered 

swelling  on  both  sides  of  the  throat,  and  the  by  neglect  or  imprudence.     Cooling  saline 

patient  was  unable  either  to  open  his  mouth,  purgatives  will  be  proper,  and  the  antiphlo- 

or  to  move  his  tongue.     The  inflammation  gistic  regimen.     A  strip  of  flannel  may  be 

involved  not  the  tonsils  merely,  but  the  base  put  round  the  neck,  and  some  stimulating 

of  the  tongue,  the  salivary  glands,  and  the  embrocation  applied  to  the  exterior  of  the 

surrounding  cellular  tissue.     At  length  sup-  throat,  beneath  the  ramus  of  the  jaw  :  the 

puration  took  place.      The  abscess  broke  compound  camphor  liniment  is  well  adapted 

internally,  and  pointed  also  externally,  just  to  this  purpose.     Some  such  plan  as  this 

below  the  symphysis  of  the  chin,  where  it  will  generally  suffice,  not  indeed  to  stop  the 

was  opened  with  a  lancet.     Two  days  after  inflammation  of  a  sudden,  nor  to  put  an 

there  was  a  sudden  gush  of  blood  from  the  end  at  once  to  the  fever,  but  to  cause  the 

mouth.     Soimmoveable  were  his  jaws  that  it  complaint  to  run  its  course  evenly,  and  to 

was  impossible  to  determine  from  which  side  go  on  to  resolution  in  a  few  days.     Com- 

the  hsmorrhage  proceeded  ;  it  was  stopped,  monly  it  is  not  completely  over  until  both 

however,  apparently  by  the  treatment  adopted,  the  tonsils  have  been  attacked  in  succession. 

A  fortnight  later,  the  bleeding  recurred  pro-  Allien  you  catch  the  disorder  in  its  very 

fusely.     It  was  now  evident  that  the  blood  outset,  1  believe  you  may  sometimes  suc- 

was  arterial,  and  that  it  came  from  the  left  ceed  in  cutting  it  short  by  an  emetic :   a 

side  of  the  throat.     Preparations  were  made  scruple  of  ipecacuanha  for  example,  with  a 

for  tying  the  common  carotid  on  the  left  grain  of  tartarixed  antimony, 

side ;  but  just  as  the  operation  was  about  to  A  great  variety  of  astringent,  add,  and 

be  begun,  the  patient  expired,  in  our  pre-  other  gargles,  have  been  employed  in  this 

sence.     His  death  was  frightful,  but  full  of  disease ;  and  their  good  effects  have,  I  ap- 

pathologlcal  interest.     He  did  not  sink,  as  prebend,   been    much    over-rated.     Many 

you  may  have  supposed,  in  the  way  of  syn-  cases  would  do  quite  as  well,   or  better, 

cope,  from  loss  of  blood ;  but  by  suffocation,  without  them :  for  in  the  early  stages  strong 

The  blood  passed  down  the  trachea  and  into  astringents,  and  the  straining  and   move- 

tbe  lungs ;  and  he  had  been  so  weakened  by  ments  of  the  throat  that  accompany  their 

the  previous  hiemorrhage,  that  he  could  not  use,  may  even  be  hurtful,  and  increase  the 

expel  the  blood  so  introduced,  which  actually  pain  and  the  inflammation.     The  only  gar- 

choked  him.     A  large  clot  was  afterwards  gle  which  I  should  consider  admissible  in 

found ,  filling  up  the  windpipe.  I  felt  this  man  *s  the  commencement  of  the  malady  is  a  gargle 

pulse  beat  firmly  and  regularly  for  a  minute  of  warm  milk  and  water.  I  have  known  of  one 

perhaps  after  his  last  effort  to  breathe.     On  instance  in  which  quinsy  suddenly  attacked 

examining  the  body  it  was  discovered  that  a  gentleman  who  was  extremely  anxious  to 
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ttso  his  throaty  In  public  speaking,  the  next  localsjmptoms,  thelntenattyof  Uiefinrer, 
day.  He  occupied  himself  perpetually,  for  the  general  strength  and  oondition  of  tka 
some  hours,  in  this  sort  of  fomentation  of  patient:  and  of  these  things  a  little 
the  tonsils  with  hot  water ;  and  with  such  will  teach  you  to  judge, 
good  effect  that  on  the  day  following  he  was  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  dUier 
able  to  accomplish  his  object.  Still  there  or  blisters  will  be  of  much  use 
are  cases  in  which,  at  certain  stages  of  the  process  of  suppuration  has  oommenoed ;  nay 
disease,  detergent  gargles  are  seryiceabki  they  may  sometimes  be  injurioos  faj  retard- 
by  assisting  the  excretion  of  the  mucus  ing  it.  It  is  frequently  a  difficult  matter  to 
that  collects  in  the  fauces,  and  by  correcting  determine  whether  pus  haa  yet  formed  or 
fetor.      A  weak    solution  of   chlorine  in  not. 

water  answers  well.  In  more  chronic  sore-  I  have  already  admoiushed  you  to  meke 
throats,  stimulating  gargles  may  often  be  a  careful  examination  of  the  throat,  and  to 
employed  with  advantage.  When  the  in«  watch  your  patient  narrowly,  ^dieoirver  be 
ilammation  is  violent  a  slightly  stimulant  experiences  any  difficulty  of  breethin^. 
iinctus  is  preferable ;  it  cuts  the  phlegm  Dyspnoea  may  be  produced  by  the  mere 
as  they  say,  i.  e»  it  promotes  its  detachment  swelling  of  the  inflamed  part :  and  when  it 
and  removal.  Of  this  kind,  currant  jelly  concurs  with  mu<^  enlargement  of  die  ton- 
is  one  of  the  best.  sils  you  had  better  pierce  them  with  a 

But  far  better  than  any  thing  else,  as  a  If  they  contain  matter,  it  will  be 

local  application  to  the  inflamed  fauces,  is  and  if  not,  the  bleedizig  produced  by 

the  steam  of  hot  water :   whether  we  are  puncture  will  generally  reduce  the  sweBieg 

hoping  for  resolution  of  the  inflammation,  somewhat,  and  relieve  the  patient.    Tliere 

or  whether  we  desire  to  promote  and  hasten  is  an  instrument  made  on  purpose  for  this 

the  process  of  suppuration  already  begun,  small  operation,  consisting  of  a  laneet 

The  inhaler  introduced  by  myself  into  the  closed  in  a  flat  silver  sheath,  fbom  the 

Middlesex  Hospital,  and  elsewhere,  though  of  which  it  is  made  to  protrude,  to  a 

somewhat  clumsy  in  appearancei  is  the  most  extent  only,  by  pressing  upon  a  apring. 

convenient  and  effectual  that  I  am  acquainted  The  instrument  should  be  directed  towwde 

with.     I  showit  to  you.     It  was  invented  in  the  centre  of  the  fauces,  and  not  outwafda, 

Edinburgh  by  a  friend  of  mine  long  since  in  order  to  avoid  wounding  important  tcb- 

dead,  Mr«  Hercy.    It  will  stand  upon  a  sels  or  nerves.     Dr.   Cullen  indeed  aays 

table,  or  lie  upon  a  pillow ;   and  a  large  **  this  does  not  require  much  cantian  :*' 

volume  of  steam  is  carried  inwards  against  but  notwithstanding  this  high  authority  I 

the  fauces  by  the  mere  natural  breathings  of  must  warn  you  that  puncturing  or  scan- 

the  patient.     Most  of  the  inhaling  machines  fying  the  tonsils  is  an  operation  not  to  be 

that  I  have  seen  require  a  sucking  effort,  carelessly,  or  rashly,  or  wantonly  performed. 

like    that    made     in     smoking  a    pipe  :  Portal  mentions  a  case  in  which  a  skllfiil 

an  effort  that  is  apt  to  be  irksome  .and  surgeon  in  scarifying  the  tonsil  of  his  petieal, 

fatiguing,  especially  in  pulmonary  diseases  ;  wounded  as  he  supposes  some  inmification 

for  some  of  which  this  method  of  applying  of  the  internal  carotid,  and  the  patieat  was 

vapour  directly  to  the  suffering  part  is  as  presently  dead.    That  artery  lies,  as  yoa 

useful  as  it  is  for  sore-throats.  know,  very  near  the  tonsil ;  and  only  a  very 

Blistering  the  outside  of  the  throat  is  a  few  years  ago,  in  Ireland,  it  was  struck  by  a 
favourite  remedy  with  many.  When  early  surgeon  while  scarifying  a  gentleman's  ton- 
applied  a  blister  often  does  much  good,  and  sil ;  and  the  gentleman  died  in  three  mi- 
probably  prevents  suppuration  in  some  nutes.  This  I  was  told  by  the  late  Dr. 
cases.  But  I  have  found  blisters  of  uncer-  Barclay.  Hie  case  I  related  juat  now  of 
tain  efficacy ;  they  leave  a  mark  which  lasts  fetal  hssmorrhage  from  the  lingual  artery 
for  some  time,  and  which  patients  of  the  other  points  to  the  same  danger:  and  since  that 
sex  are  apt  to  complain  of.  For  these  case  occurred  two  others  involving  similar 
reasons  I  prefer  mere  rubefacients  ;  the  haxard  have  fallen  under  my  own  notice, 
liniment  I  mentioned  before,  or  the  com-  and  impressed  me  with  a  strong  feeling  of 
pound  soap  liniment,  or  a  mustard  poultice  the  necessity  of  caution.  A  man  was  brought 
folded  between  two  layers  of  thin  linen.  into  the  hospital  with  profuse  htemorrhage 

In  more  severe  cases  leeches  applied  to  from  the  right  tonsil  or  its  immedate  neigh- 

the  upper  part  of  the  throat,  just  below  the  bourhood,    the  consequence    of  syphilitic 

angles  of  the  jaw,  have  been  found  to  give  ulceration  of  those  parts.     He  had  lost  three 

sensible  relief :  and  in  the  worst  degrees  of  or  four  quarts  of  blood,  and  was  neariy 

the  disorder,  when  there  is  much  outward  dead.    His  life  was  saved  by  Mr.  Mayo, 

swelling,  and  the  jaws  and  tongue  are  fixed,  who  tied  the  common  carotid  on  that  side. 
leeches  are  absolutely  requisite.     It  will  fre-        Last  February  (1838)  a  boy,  from  Har- 

quently  be  proper  to  take  blood  from  the  row  School,  was  placed  under  my  care,  in 

arm  also.    The  necessity  for  active  depletion  whom  cynanche  tonsillaris  came  on  during 

must  be  measured  by  the  severity  of  the  convalescence  from  scarlet  fever.     So  mudi 
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ttwdling  wu  thePB  of  both  to&sUs,  that  they  ON 

met,  and  pmhed  the  QTula  outwarda  before 

them,  and  the  breathing  waa  much  impeded.  DEFECTIVE  CLOSURE  OF  THE  TRL 

A  aorgeon  who  waa  in  attendance  with  me  CUSPID  FORAMEN  AS  A  FRE- 

pnncti^  the  tonsiLi.    ITie  next  day  a  good  QUENT  CAUSE  of  DROPSY. 

deal  of  hemorrhage  took  place;   and  thia 

recurred,  Beveral  timea,  to  a  conaiderable  By  Peyton  Blakiston,  M.D.  Cant.  F.R.S. 

and  even  an  akrming  amount.      When  the       Physician  to  the  Magdalen  Asylum,  and  to  the 

dota  that  formed  were  wiped  away  with  a  General  Diipensary,  Biriningnam*. 

aponge.  the  blood  fioM  be  accn  welling  out  ^^y^  ^^  ^^^^^  Gazette,^ 

in  a  litoe  stream,  with  a  pulsating  motion,  

from  a  small  indaion  in  the  left  tonsil.  — — 

The  haemorrhage  was  ultimately,  after  much  NuMBROUS  morbid  appearances  have 

trouble  and  anxiety,  arrested,  by  applying  a  been  found  in  the  hearts  of  persons, 

pencil  of  lunar  caustic  fnely,  within  the  who,  daring  life  time,  have  had  serous 

bleeding  orifiee.   lint,  wetted  with  the  muri-  infiltration,  and  other  symptoms  indi- 

atedtinctureofiron,  or  with  a  saturated  solu-  cative  of  obstruction  existing  at  the 

tion  of  alum,  is  a  fit  application  in  simihv  centre  of  the  cinjtlation;    and  such 

^c^enta.  morbid  appearances  have  been  .usually 

Mr.  Lawrence,  who  aaw  this  case,  tohl  considered  as  the  causes  of  this  obstruc- 

me  that  he  once  knew  a  patient  die  of  tion.    Those  most  commonly  met  with 

h»morrh^e  from  the  tonsillar  artery.  ^  ^^^^  ^f  ^y^^  different  valves,  by 

rJ««!  lUriT'K  Sf,  "^Vt^  which  the  respective  openings  towhich 

recently,  Mr.  Joseph  BeU,  of  Barrhead,  has  .r.^,,  „.^  «**««t^j  \^^^J\..^^z^^^^^^^a 

strongly  recommended  the  internal  adndnis.  *«y  ^/  attached  have  been  contracted, 

trati^n  of  powdered  guaiacum,  in   Utfge  or  rendered  permanently  patulous-an 

doses,  aabei^  almost  specific  in  the  cure  of  increase   or    diminution    of  the  sub- 

eynanche  tonaiUaris.    He  gives  as  much  as  stance  oi  the  walls  oi  the  heart,  and  of 

half  a  drachm,  suspended,  by  means  of  mu-  the  capacity  of  its  cavities, 
cilage,  in  a  draught,  every  six  hours.    Mr.        Now,  with  the  exception  of  those 

Bell  has  no  doubt  that  this  remedy,  if  diseases  which   render    the  tricuspid 

timely  administered,  will  cut  the  disease  valves  incomplete,  there  is  not  one  of 

short  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  these  appearances  which  may  not  be 

It  has  been  found  suooessfhl  in  other  hands  met  with  in  the  bodies  of  persons  who 

also.    I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  have  never  presented  the  slightest  trace 

trying  it«  of  dropsy. 

As  regards  valvular  disease,  Bouil- 

The  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils,  laud  relates  a  case  in  which  the  mitral 

to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  ia  aome-  foramen  was  contracted  to  an  opening 

^ea  prod«:tive  of  great  mconvenienoe  and  ^f  ^^^^  ji^es  diameter ;  and  alfliough 

distress,  and  even  of  danger.    Ita  occasional  ^^ns  had  in  all  probability  existed  three 
consequences  are-Hin  habited  tro^le   m  ^y^^  ^^^  ^n,     ^4^^^  gU^^tj 

Ill^Tfif   ~'\^rin^^^  iBdenLitous  a  little  before  death,  rhavi 

speech ;  deafness  in  various  degreea,  from  ^ 2       a        _    _^  *: • 

Jb^on  of  the  eustachian  tubSS ;  more  or  »«  P7  P<>Me88ion  two  preparations  in 

less  impediment  of  breathing;    and  even  which  the  same  foramen  is  much  con- 

spasm  of  the  glottis,  and  impendmg  suffo-  ^^^  *^d  rendered  patulous.    During 

cation.    The  enhirgement  may  in  such  cases  life-time  there  were  several  attacks  of 

be  somewhat  reduced,  I  beUeve,  by  repeatedly  cerebral  and  ofpulmonary  apoplexy  with 

passing  a  stick  of  lunar  caustic  over  the  sur-  hiemoptysis,  but  no  dropsy, 
face  of  the  tonsils;  but  a  much  readier  and        Dr.  Hope  describes  a  case  in  which 

better  plan  is  to  amputate  them,  in  part  at  the  aortic  orifice  was  reduced  to  the 

least.     This  may  be  done  by  a  ligature ;  or  size  of  a  pea,  without  any  serous  infil- 

slUl  better  by  scissors,  or  by  a  sort  of  small  tration ;     and   in  this  paper  two  in- 

guiDotineinvented  for  that  purpose.  Itianot  stances  of  extreme  narrowing  of  the 

a  very  painfid  operation.    Mr.  Amott  re-  game  orifice  will  be  adduced,  which  had 

moved  oQe  lately  for  one  of  my  hospital  evidently  been  of  long  standing.     In 

KSS?^'  «njd  a  very  fewJ^jB  ago  (Dec.  ^ne  of  these,  dropsy  dfl  not  come  on 

1838)  Mr.  Mayo  brought  two,  m  a  piea  of  ^jj^  ^  ^^^  ^^^j^^j^g  y^^^^^  ^^^   ^^  ^ 

paper,  to  the  hospital.    He  had  just  before  the  other  the  ankles  became  cedema- 

cut  them  off  for  a  patient  whose  respiration  .  <,         ,  ,  ^         ^    .„  ^^  «u„^ 

they  Ud  niacb  en.Wtw.ed.  ^  *°"«  ""^y  "  ^'^  *«=''«  P"=^0"«  "» *»' 

'  event. 
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The  phenomena  obseired  In  these  siderable.    I  have  not  onljr  seen  name- 

two  cases  may,  in  some  measure,  tend  rous  cases  of  a  mechanical  obstacle 

to  explain  why  such  extensive  obstruc-  unattended  with  passiye  oongestioiis, 

tion  to  the  circulation  may  exist  at  the  dropsy,  &c.  but  I   have  seen  a  still 

origin  of  the  aorta  without  ereatly  af-  greater  number  of  instances  in  which 

fecting  the  general  health.    The  heart's  all  the  phenomena  of  an  obstructed 

action  was  fluttering,  and  was  accom-  circulation  were  occasioned  by  dilata- 

panied  b^  a  very  prolonged  rasp  sound,  tion  alone,  as  no  other  obstacle  capable 

thus  indicating  the  continued  action  of  of  accounting  for  them  could  be  de> 

the  ventricle,  whereby  the  blood  was  tected  in  the  course  of  circulation.'^  And 

at  length  squeezed  through  the  con-  again,  *'  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed 

tracted  foramen,  and  explaining  the  cases  in  which  a  well-marked,  if  not 

cause  of  the  thready  vibratory  motion  a  considerable  obstacle,  as  a  contracted 

which  replaces  the  pulse  in  such  cases,  valve,  a  regurgitation,  or  a  dilatation, 

Andral  relates  a  case*  of  extreme  nar-  or  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  had  subsisted 

rowing  of  the  aortic  orifice  by  ossific  for  a  long  period,  even  for  years,  with- 

deposit,  and  states*  it  as  certain  that  out  producinig  any  material  symptom 

many  a^d  persons  are  similarly  af-  of  an  obstructed  circulation ;  but  the 

fected  without  being  attacked  by  dysp-  moment  that  dilatation  of  the  heart 

noea  or  dropsy.    He  attempts  to  account  supervened  the  symptoms  made  their 

for  the  absence  of  such  effects  by  the  appearance  in  an  aggravated  form." 
fact  of  the  slowness  of  the  circulation        Fully  agreeins^  with  Dr.  Hope  as  to 

in  aged  persons ;  but  it  appears  to  me  the  frequency  of  Hypertrophy  and  dila- 

that  the  explanation  given,  based  on  tation  of  the  heart  in  cardiac  dropsy, 

the  observation  of  Cases  XI.  and  Xlll.  more  especially  dilatation,   I  do  not 

is  more  satisfactory.  think  that  they  can  be  considered  .as  the 

Since,  therefore,  serous  infiltration  direct  causes  of  it.    '*  Every  day  (says 

does  not  seem  to  depend  on  the  deg^ree  Bouillaud)we  find  otherwise  skilmlphy- 

of  obstruction  to  the  circulation  existing  sicians  attributing  to  dilatation  oi  the 

at  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  it  is  pro-  heart  a  number  of  evil  effects,  which  in 

bable  that  there  is  some  other  obstacle  fact  are  only  accidentally  joined  with  it, 

more  direct  in  its  action  and  more  con-  such  as  passive  congestion  and  the  sense 

stantly  present.    Dr.  Hope,  who  takes  of  suffocation  which  generally  accompa- 

this  view,  considers  hypertrophy  and  nies  it."     Active  hypertrophy  of  the 

dilatation  of  the  heart  to  be  the  cause  left  ventricle  may  so  increase  its  power 

of  obstruction.    He  remarks,  "  So  long  that  too  much  blood  may  possibly  be 

as  the  heart  remains  free  from  dilata-  thrown  into  the  capillaries,    thereby 

tion,  hypertrophy,  or    softening,  the  giving  rise  to  congestion  and  serous 

valvular  disease,  according  to  my  ob-  infiltration ;  and  concentric  hypertro- 

servation,  is  not  in  general  productive  phy,  whereby   a  diminution    of    the 

of  great  inconvenience.    This  opinion  capacity  of  any  one  cavity   of    the 

is  founded  on  the  following  grounds : —  heart    takes    place,    must    create    a 

I  have  seen  individuals,  who  were  af-  certain    obstruction    to    the    circula- 

fected  in  an  eminent  degree  with  dis-  tion ;  and  yet  numerous  cases  could  be 

ease  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta,  main-  adduced  in  w^hich  each  of  these  mor- 

tain  for  years  a  very  tolerable  state  of  bid  states  of  the  heart  existed  without 

health  so  long  as  there  was  no  hyper-  having  given  rise  to  dropsy, 
trophy  or  dilatation  of  the  heart :  but,        If  the  heart  be  generally  dilated,  and 

in  proportion  as  these  supervened,  the  at  the  same  time  attenuated,  it  majf  be 

symptoms  of  valvular  obstruction  be-  considered  that  it  has  not  sufficient 

came  more  and  more  developed,  and  power  to  carry  on  the  circulation  pr^ 

eventually  assumed  their  most  agj^a-  perly,  so  that  congestion  may  super- 

vated  form.    I  have  reason  to  believe  vene ;  but  this  is  only  one  particular 

that  in  these  cases  the  symptoms  were  case. 

attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  hy-        On  the  other  hand,  when*  there  is 

pertrophy  or  dilatation,  because  I  have  ^neral  hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of 

seen  a  greater  valvular  contraction  pro-  Uie  heart,  so  that  the  proportion  be- 

duce  less  severe  symptoms  when  the  tween  all  the  cavities  is  preserved,  no 

hypertrophy  or  dilatation  was  less  con-  cause  of  obstruction  can  be  recognised ; 

'  and  yet  such  cases  are  very  commonly 

•  CUnique  M^licale,  Bnusels,  1S34,  vol.  i.  p.  60.  accompanied  by  dropsy.     Andral,  al- 
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luding  to  such  cases,  obserres,  "  What       Hence,  regurgitation  must  not  un- 

can  produce  dropsy  in  such  a  case  P  frequently  tcuce  place  through  the  tri- 

For  ail  the  cavities  being  in  the  same  cuspid  foramen  during  the  systole  of  a 

physical  condition,  ought  they  not  to  dilated  right  yentricle ;  and  thus  a  most 

receive  and  forward  the  blood  with  powerful  obstacle  is  opposed  to  the  ve- 

equal  proportion    and  freedom  P      If  nous  current,  by  a  quantity  of  blood 

there  is  no  obstacle  to  the  circulation,  being  constantly  forced  back  upon  it : 

no  stagnation,  no  retardation  of  the  and  although  thisr  may  in  certain  cases 

course  of  blood  in  the  heart,  there  ought  act  as  a  safety-valve  to  the  lungs,  as 

to  be  no  dropsy."  supposed  by  Mr.  King,  yet  if  at  all 

I  think,  nowever,  that  I  shall  be  extensive  and  continuous,  it  can  hardly 
able  to  shew  that  there  does  exist  an  fail  to  offer  a  most  effective  obstruction 
obstacle  to  the  circulation  in  such  cases,  to  the  circulation  returning  from  the 
and  if  so  it  will  be  useless  to  search  system.  This  regurgitation  through 
forthecauseof  dropsy,  with  Andral,'*  in  tne  tricuspid  foramen  I  propose  to 
the  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  heart  shew,  by  tne  following  cases,  is  a  fre- 
relative  to  that  which  nas  been  pre-  quent  and  direct  cause  of  cardiac  drop- 
served  in  the  blood-vessels."  sy*.    The  same  obsbiiction  would  be 

As,  indeed,  dilatation  of  the  heart,  produced  by  any  other  causes  which 

with  or  without  hypertrophy,  is,  of  aU  prevent  the  tricuspid  valves  from  closing 

others,  the  most  constant  alteration  the  foramen  to  which  they  are  attached, 

of  this  or^^an,  coexisting  with  cardiac  whether  dilated  or  not.    There  are  two 

dropsj,  it  is  highly  probable  that  some  causes  of  this  sort  which  have  hardly 

additional  obstacle  to  the  circulation  is  received   the  attention  they  deserve, 

somehow    connected   with  it,  if   not  The  one  is  a  shortening  and  thickening 

dependent  upon  it:  and  as  the  most  of  the    cordee  tendinice,    which    Mr. 

direct  obstruction  to  the  venous  circu-  Hodgson  tells  me  he  has  frequently 

lation  must  exist  on  the  right  side  of  seen ;  and  the  other,  a  partial  or  total 

the  heart,  it  is  still  further  probable  adherence  of  the  valves  to  the  walls  of 

that  it  is  connected  with  dilatation  of  the  ventricle,  unaccompanied  by  any 

that  side.  other  traces  of  disease.    Instances  of 

Now  the  dilatation  of  the  right  ven-  both  kinds  will  be  found  in  this  paper, 

tricle  necessarily  gives  rise  to  the  en-  (Cases  I.  II.  X.  XI.) 
largement  of  the  tricuspid  foramen*,       A  difference  of  opinion  seems  to  ex- 

unkss  in  such  cases  where  the  fibrinous  -;-^ —  .   . — — — rrr: p      y 

zone,  from  which  its  valves  spring,  shall  articlc*^' Heart,  page^aia  '  obicrvM*'^biiatatioiJ 

have  to  a  certain  extent  lost  its  natural  giv?«   riie  to  no  indicntione  of  its  existence, 

f»laj<tirifv      Onp  mirb  ^jiju*  T  hav#»  ■p*»ti  wnless  it  is  so  considerable  as  to  permit  a  reflux 

eiasncuy.     unc  SUCn  case  l  nave  seen,  ^f^^^  cnrrcnt  of  blood,  and  even  then  the  signs  are 

The  tricuspid  valves  intended  to  effect  equivocal.    This  influx  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the 

the  closure  of  this  aperture  during  the  beHows  sound  and  of  the  purring  tremor.    When 

^^^^^]^ti^^  ^f  *!*-.  JL^*^^\^    ™  ««i«  1'  takes  place  through  the  right  aunculo-ventri- 

contraction  of  the  vcntncle,  are  only  cular  opening,  it  causes  venous  pulsations."  But 

just  sufficient  for  this  purpose.     Hun-  there  is  not  a  word  of  dropsy  ;  nor  can  we  suppose 

ter    Bnd  « .a  later  pericTDr  Aciams  {R^^'Ji:.{53'^^S?5t?„^iSSiSS.SrSl£ 

and   Mr.  King,    nave    olwervea   that  nected  with  dropsy,  much  leas  that  it  is  a  f^ 

they  do  not  very  effectually  close  the  qwnt  and  direct  cause  of  cardiac  dropsy.    It 

nrificp  thpv  AW  AftAch(>d  to  in  its  hi^althv  ^*"  ^  ■^«'^  *"  '*^  P^P**".  *^**.  '"^^^  regui|fita- 

onncetney  are  aciacnea  lo  in  iis  neaicny  ^^^^  j^^,  ^^^  necessarily  give  rise  to  venous  pui- 

State.     Consequently,  if  this  onnce  be-  sations.    Dr.  Adams  wntes,  **  Mr.  Hunter,  in 

come  dilated,  the  valves  can  no  longer  >»»•  ^'^?««».%^!?^«f»lITSi*^i*!!i»*!!J 

^    .    . .       ,  '  *  .1  1^    *?  valves  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart  do  not  so 

Cflect  Its  closure,  except  tney  also  m-  completely  close  the  arterial  and  auricular  open, 

crease  in  size.     In  some  cases  of  hy-  ings  as  those  of  the  left?  but  this  circumstance, 

nPTimnlitr  unt^h  is  tHo  rn«p  iCtuu»\i\  in  my  Opinion,  has  not  been  sufliciently  noticed, 

pertropny  SUCn  is  tne  case,  (Uase  V .  J  ^^^  ^^  influence  that  such  a  structure  msy  have 

but    I  think  not  so  generally  as  Dr.-  upon  the  circulation  in  iu  natural  or  morbid  sute 

Hope  supposes ;  at  least,  as  far  as  my  «>™>'*«^-''   "f.  ^*>«n  §?*?  °°  *?  consider  the 

««»jr^iw,/J»»^^^.  __^^_r.___L_  J  u*.  «u»»^  ^r  safety-valve  ftinction,  and  the  mechanism  of  ve- 

own  Observations,  confirmed  by  those  of  nous  regureiution  and  pulsaUon ;  but  there  h« 

Bouillaud,  would  lead  me  to  suppose.  stops,  and  does  not  insist  upon  the  additional  ob- 
stacle  to  the  circuUtion  produced  by  morbid  re- 
gurgitation. Farther  on  fae  recommends  accu- 
*  Dr.  Copland,  in  his  Dictionary,  Part  V.  arti-  rately  measuring  the  relative  proportion  between 
rle  Hewt,  p.  210,  remarks, "  When  both  the  ven-  the  valves  and  tbe  opening,  in  all  cases  of  regur- 
tricle  and  auricle  of  the  same  side  are  much  gitation,  looking  especiaUy  to  the  presence  or 
dilated,  the  intermediate  orifice  is  generally  also  absence  of  pulmonaryobstruction  in  these  cases.— 
widened,  and  the  valvee  insoflicient  to  ciow  it."  DubUn  Hoigpiial  Rqport*,  vol.  iv.  pp.  437-8. 
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ist  between  writers  on  diseases  of  the  attenuated  the  pulsationwill  be  weak, 

heart,  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  proofs  while  the  obstruction  to  the  circuJIadoD 

of  regurgitation  through  the  tricuspid  is  the  same  in  each  case ;  for  the  \e- 

foramen,  both  as  drawn  from  observa-  nous  current  and  that  of  the  reguxgi- 

tion  during  life  and  autopsy  after  death,  tating  fluid,  being  both  mainly  derived 

Thus  pulsation  of  the  jugular  veins,  from  ventricular  contraction^  when  the 

synchronous  or  nearly  so  with  the  sys-  one  is  strong  it  is  opposed  by  the  other 

tole  of  the  ventricles,  which  have  been  equally  strong ;  ana  when  one  is  weak, 

considered  by  most  writers  as  indica-  by  the  other  equally  weak :   the  ob- 

tive  of  such  regurgitation,  are  looked  struction  is  therefore  the  same  in  each 

upon  bv  Dr.  Hope  as  produced  by  the  case,  and  it  is  perfectljr  independent 

force  of  the  ri^ht  ventricular  systole,  and  of  the  shock  or  pulsation.     This  is 

altogether  independent  of  the  complete-  strikingly  illustrated  in  Case  XI IL, 

ness  or  incompleteness  of  the  tricuspid  where  trie  pulsation  of  the  jugular  veins 

valves.  was  most  vehement,  but  t&  effect  on 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  the  circulation  slight, 

that  considerable  hypertrophy  of  the  If  the  proportion  between  the  power 

right  ventricle  is  not  unfrequently  found  of  the  two  ventricles  be  altered,  the  eflect 

in  the  bodies  of  persons  who  during  on  the  circulation  is  altered;  thus,  if  the 

life-time  presented  no    appearance  of  right  ventricle  be  hypertrophied  and 

jugular  pulsation.     And  were  it  possi-  the  left  attenuated,  a  weak  venous  cur- 

Lie  that  the  ventricle  could  ever  contract  rent  is  opposed  by  a  powerful  current 

with  such  force  as  to  communicate  a  of  regurgitation,  and  the  circulation  ia 

shock  to  the  valves  and  blood  above  powerfuUy  obstructed ;  if,  on  the  other 

them,  which  should  run  up  thejugu-  hand,  the  left  ventricle  be  hypertro- 

lar  veins,  it  could  onW  be  in  cases  of  phied  and  the  ri^ht  attenuated,  a  strong 

extreme  hypertrophy  oi  the  right  ven-  venous  current  is  opposed  by  a  weak 

tricle,  and  tnerefore  would  be  of  rare  current  of  regurgitation,  and  a  feeble 

occurrence,  and  would  be  accompanied  resistance  is  offered  to  the  circulation, 

by  signs  of  such  hypertrophy.  While,  therefore,  pulsations  of  the 

When,  therefore,  pulsations  or  ob-  jugular  veins  may,  in  certain  cases,  be 

scure  fluctuations  of  the  jugular  veins  considered  as  indicative  of  regurgi- 

are  observed,  unaccompanied  by  any  tation  through  the  tricuspid  foramen^ 

very  strong  heaving  impulse  of  the  their  absence  aflfords  no  proof  of  the 

heart,  it  is,  I  think,  hignly  probable  non-existence  of  such  reguigitation. 

that  regurgitation  takes  place  through  It  has  been  proposed  to  test  the  com- 

the  tricuspid  foramen.    A  perusal  ,of  pleteness  of  the  tricuspid  valves  after 

the  cases  brought  forward  in  this  paper  death  by  the  manner  in  which  thev 

will  be  found  very  much  to  favour  tnis  retain  fluid  in  the  right  ventricle,  which 

view,  inasmuch  as  in  all  those  where  has  either  been  forced  or  injected  into 

venous  pulsations  or  imdulations  were  it  through  the  pulmonary  artery.     Mr. 

observea  during  life-time,  the  tricuspid  Kin^  has  seldom  found  the  valves  to 

foramen  was  K>und  incomplete,  either  retain  fluid  when  tiie  experiment  has 

from  its  dilatation  or  the  imperfect  ac-  been  made  with  a  healthy  heart;  and 

tion  of  its  valves,  or  from  both  causes.  I  have  several  times  repeated  the  expe- 

That  the  force  of  pulsation  of  the  riment  with  no  better  success,  unless  I 
jugular  veins  is  a  measure  of  the  power  pinched  in  the  base  of  the  right  ven- 
of  the  right  ventricle,  and  not  a  measure  tricle  surrounding  the  foramen  with 
of  the  degree  of  regur^tation  and  ob-  my  hand.  This  therefore  would  be 
struction  to  the  circuuition,  I  readily  an  un&ir  test,  as  it  would  go  to 
admit ;  for  in  all  cases  the  stronger  be  prove  that  almost  all  tricuspid  valves 
the  force  of  the  right  ventricle  which  were  incomplete.  BouiUaud  has  corn- 
throws  the  blood  back  apon  the  veins,  pared  the  measure  of  the  circumference 
the  stronger  will  be  the  pulsation  pro-  of  the  foramen  vrith  the  height  of  the 
pagated  up  them.  Not  so  as  regards  valves  from  their  apex  to  the  middle  of 
theobstruction  to  the  circulation,  which  their  base.  This  latter  plan  gives  a 
depends  on  the  relative  proportion  be-  very  insufficient  idea  of  the  area  the 
tween  the  power  of  the  two  ventricles,  valves  can  cover ;  because  unless  the 
I f  both  be  hvpcrtrophied,  the  pulsation  circumference  of  the  foramen  be  re- 
or  shock  will  be  great,  and  if  both  be  taiued  in  its  proper  position,  which  is 
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very  diiRcult  to  do,  the  valves  will  be  Analygh  pf  34  Gum  ^f  Cardiac  Dropgy, 

stretched,  and  will  measure  more  than  detailed  by  Bomllaud, 

they  can  do  in  action.  Tricmpid  foramen  dilated  and  its  closure 

He  gives  three  inches  eleven  lines  as  incomplete,  with  the  ralves  adherent 

the  mean  circumference  of  an  undilated        in  some 16 

tricuspid  foramen.  Tricuspid    Talve   diseased    so    as    to 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  removing  interfere  with  its  action  .      -.        .4 

the  apex  of  the  heart  and  laying  open  Their  chorda:  tendinis  shortened,  pro- 

the  nght  auricle,  and  then  rainng  up  ^  ducing  the  same  effect     ...      2 

the  tricuspid  vales  into  their  plane  of  Concentric  hypertrophy  of  right  ven- 

cloeure,  by  means  of  my  fingera  intro-  ^  *"°**'  "!}?£?**  diminution  of  canty      2 

duced  into   the  right  venteicle.    By  ^^I!^^";.^!^!!*?;  "^^  ^"^"^  ^'^^'"^'      , 

looking  at  them  fh,m  the  atm^^^  vJ^^and traiien  h;althy-        !        !      2 

m  this  position,  a  tolerably  accirote  No  mention  of  foramen,  but  both  right 

Idea  can  be  formed  of  the  area  th<n^  auricle  and  ventricle  dilated     .              7 

cover,  and  whether  anv  and  how  much  

space  is  left  uncovered  by  them,  through  34 

which  the  blood  can  regurgitote.     I  In  these  last  seven  cases  there  appears 

have  then  usurily  gauged  the  tricusgd  ^  have  been  no  measurement  Tthe 

foramen  by  the  mtroduction   of  the  orifices  of  the  heart,  but  as  there  was 

^"£"'  *^  'I'?''"!  W"""^  "^"^^  *?■  dilatation  of  both  ventricle  and  auri- 

mittin^  the  three  first  fingers  ud  to  ^i^  on  the  right  side,  we  may  con- 

their  first  joint,  and  then  measm^  the  ^i^de  that  the^foramen  between  them 

circumference  after  it  has   been   laid  y,^  j^^g^  dilated 

^^:  J  \^^  *t**  ^^  *!!f^-  ^^  ^^^  If  tWs  be  allowed,  it  would  follow 

heart  should  have  been  noted  in  such  ^1,^^^  there  were  only  three  cases  out  of 

loose  terms.    I  have  lately -measured  the  thirty-four  in  which  there  was  com- 

its  bulk  and  caMcitv,  by  ascertaining  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^le  tricuspid  foramen, 

the  quantity  of  fluid  it  displaces  botE  ^  p^^^  ^j^is  it  might  be  supposed  that 

when  full  and  empty,  and  hope  by  this  Bouillaud  was  fufiy  aware  of  the  fre- 

means  to  amve  at  a  more  accurate  ^f^^^^  pathological  state  of  the 

8t«idwdofmea«nement          _    ,  .  ,  heart,  and  of  its  intimate  relation  to 

In  the  cases  which  follow,  and  which  ^          ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^f^^^^    H^  gi     I 

I  have  condensed  as  much  as  possible,  remarls,  however,  "The  dilatation  of 

the  heart  presented  a  great  variety  of  ^^ie  orifices  of  the  heart  is  not  less  com- 

morind  appearances  j  but  one  peculiar  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^j,^^  ^^  ^he  cavities  them- 

state  was  common  to  them  all,  and  that  geives,"  and  he  recommends  "  diligent 

was  the  incompleteness  of  the  closure  of  observers  not  to  neglect  examining  the 

the  tncuspd  foramen.  In  two  cases  this  orifices  of  the  heart  in  all  its  organic 

aroee  froxn^esionofoneormore  valves  diseases,  for  if  the  dimensions  are  such 

tothe  ventricle;  m eleven fromdilatafaon  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^^Ives  cannot  close  the  orifices, 

oftheforamentosuchanextentthatthe  ^.j^^  circulation  of  the  blood  through 

valves  could  not  «^ect  Its  clMure.    In  the  heart  must  be  more  or  less  seriously 

most  of  them  the  dropsical  enusion  was  ^gturbed*  " 

preceded  by  turgescence  of  the  jugidar  jjere  he  stops  short,  and  does  not 

yems :  in  those  of  them  where  the  g^p^,  ^^  ^  ^^^^e  ^^^y^^  ^^t^nt  of  ob- 


duce  dilatation,  which  will  in  most  of  incompetent  to  close  the  dilated  orifice 
the  cases  api>ear  tolerably  clear.  ^  ^.j^j^j^  ^^  ^^  attached.  Over- 
Being  anxious  to  know  how  far  the  j^^j  ^he  fact  that  contractions  of 
views  in  this  paper  would  be  borne  out  ^y^^  ^^^g^g  ^f^y^^  1^^  gj^^  ^re  not  un- 
by  cases  recorded  by  others,  I  have  commonly  found  unaccompanied  either 
consulted  the  work  of  Bomllaud,  who  w  ^  extensive  dilatation  or  hydropsy, 
^e  only  writer  on  diseases  of  the  heart  he  considers,  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  has  carefully  measured  Its  onfices. .  j^ig  ^,^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^  contractions  are 
He  gives  th^ty.four  cases  of  cardiac  ^^^  main  cause  of  those  disturbances  to 

dropsy,  of  which  the  following  table  , 

gives  the  analysis :~  «  Paris,  isu,  toL  U.  p.  636. 
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the  circulation,  of  which  dropsy  is  the  xnaimna.     At  the  same  spot  bellows 

most  Irequent  and  the  most  dangerous  sound  was  constantly  heam,  and  for 

consequence.     Nor  does  he  seem  to  some  distance  around  it. 

suspect  that  incomplete  closure  of  the  In  two  months'  tim^  the  veins  of  the 

tricuspid  orifice  ana  consequent  regur-  neck  were  obserred  to  fluctuate  ob- 

gitation  through  it,  is  the  real  and  only  scurely.      In    another    fortnight    the 

impediment  to  the  circulation  in  those  ankles  and  legs  became  cedematous, 

cases  where  the  heart  is  dilated  and  ascites  soon  followed,  and    in    three 

hypertrophied  in  an  equable  manner  months  from  my  first  yiait  she   died 

tiirough  its  whole  extent.  extensively  anasarcous. 

Case  I. — A  married  ladj,  mU  29,  had  Autopsv. — ^A  large  quantity  of  clear 

not  enjoyed  good  health  since  an  attack  lemon-coloured  fluid  was  found  in  the 

of  rheumatic  fever  in  early  youth.    She  abdomen,  about  a  pint  in  each  pleural 

had  for   four   months   suflered   from  sac,  and  three  ounces  in  the  pericardium, 

dyspnoea,  during  which  time  she  con-  The  lowerpart  of  each  lung  was  slisiitly 

atantly    expectorated     clear     mucus,  camified;  they  were  otherwise  healthv. 

sometimes  mixed  with  dark  blood,  and  The   heart  was   dilated   to   nearly 

had  occasional  attacks  of  severe  pain  double  its  natural  size ;  the  walls  re> 

in  both  sides,  with  fever.    She  could  taining  their   usual  thickness.      The 

not  lie  flat ;  her  urine  was  not  coa^u-  valves  were  not  thickened,  but  a  part 

lable  by  heat.    In  about  a  month  auer  of  the  tricuspid  valves  was  glued  down 

this  her  legs  began  to  swell,  and  a  to  the   side  of  the   right   ventricle, 

slight  bellows  sound  was  heard  over  thereby  preventing  the  closure  of  the 

the  preeecordial  region,  with  the  first  foramen,  the  circumference  of  which 

sound  of  the  heart,  when  she  was  hur-  measured  four  inches  and  a  quarter, 

ried  or  excited.     The  veins  of  the  The  other  organs  were  healthy, 

neck,  which  had  alwavs  been  rather  Remarks  on  Cases    I.  and    II. — 

full,  now  became  mucn  swollen,  and  The  h^ertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the 

Imlsated  strongly.    The  cedema  of  the  heart  in  Case  I.,  in  all  probability  re- 

egs  increased,  ascites  appeared,  and  suited  from  an  attack  of  pericarditis 

she  died,  the  subject  of  extensive  ana-  and    endocarditis    during    rheumatic 

sarca,  three  months  after  my  first  visit,  fever — a   result   which   Andral    and 

Autopsy,  —  There  was    considerable  others  have  shewn  to  be  by  no  means 

serous  emision  in  both  sides  of  the  uncommon.    The  intimate  adhesion  of 

chest  and  in    the   abdomen.      Some  one  of  the  tricuspid  valves  to  the  right 

patches  of   circumscribed  pulmonary  ventricle  may  also  have  taken  place  at 

aponlexv  were  seen  in  the  lungs.  the  same  time ;  but  when  we  recollect 

The  neart  was  more  than  twice  the  that  this  fever   took  place  in   early 

size  of  the  fist,  being  hypertrophied  and  youth,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  beheve 

dilated  throughout.    Two  flaps  of  the  that  incompleteness  of  the  tricuspid 

tricuspid  valve  acted  imperfectly,  one  valves  could  have  existed  for  so  long  a 

being  partially,  and  the  other  entirely  period  without   giving  rise   to   more 

adherent  to  the  right  ventricle.    The  serious  consequences.     The  hypertro- 

tricuspid  foramen  was  greatly  dilated,  phy  of  both  ventricles  accounts  ror  Uie 

and  its  circumference  measured    five  strong  pulsations observedin  the  jugidar 

inches  and  a  half.    An  immense  trans-  veins.      The  manner  in  whicn  their 

parent  coa^ulum,  of  the  consistence  of  appearance  and  increase  was  followed 

jelly,  was  lying  in  it,  extending  into  by  dropsical  efiusion  cannot  but  lead  to 

both    the  auricle  and    the  ventricle,  the  belief  that  it  depended  on  the  dila- 

The  other  organs  were  healthy.    .  tation  and  consequent  incompleteness 

Case  1 1.  —  Sarah  Richards,  o^t.  14,  and  regurgitation  through  the  tricuspid 

pigeon-breasted;  had  rheumatic  fever  foramen. 

twelve  months  since,  with  very  severe  In  Case  II.  nearly  the  same  pheno- 

pain  under  the  left  breast,  and  distress-  mena  were  observable,  with  this  dif- 

ing  dyspnoea.    When  examined,  com-  ference,  that  there  was  only  obscure 

plained  of  great  dyspnoea,  and  occasional  fluctuation  and  not  pulsation  observable 

severe  pain  in  the  prcecordial  region ;  in  the  veins  of  the  neck,  and  this  be- 

the  urine  was  not  coagulable  by  heat,  cause  the  ventricle  was  not  hypertro- 

On  the  left  side,  the  chest  sounded  phied. 

dull  from  the  second  rib  downwards.  I  may  here  remark  that  Mr.  Baynham 

A  purring  thrill  was  felt  under  the  left  has  given  me  the  particulars  of  a  case 
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of  general  h3rpertToi>hy  and  dilatation  the  regumtation  of  the  venous  blood 
of  the  heart,. with  incompleteness .  of  through  the  dilated  tricuspid  opening, 
the  tricuspid  valves  from  the  enlarge-  a  simuar  instance  of  which  came  under 
ment  of  their  orifice,  unaccompamed  my  notice  a  short  time  since.  A  man 
by  dropsy.  The  foramen  ovale,  how-  had  been  under  my  care  for  twelve 
ever,  was  unclosed  and  spacious,  so  that  months,  presenting  all  the  symptoms  of 
the  shock  of  regurgitation  was  divided  an  hjpertrophied  heart  succeeding  rheu- 
between  the  veins  of  the  general  circu-  matic  fever.  Having  one  dav  stooped 
lation  and  those  of  the  lungs.  As  down  much  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
might  be  expected  from  this,  there  was  ployment,  he  was  taken  suddenlv  ill, 
much  dyspnoea  in  this  case,  the  foramen  ana  expired  in  ten  minutes.  The  heart 
ovale  acting  as  a  kind' of  safety  valve  to  was  found  to  be  large  and  firm,  being 
the  general  circulation  at  the  expense  both  h^pertrophied  and  dilated.  The 
of  that  of  the  lun^.  tricuspia  foramen  measur»l  five  inches 

Case  III. — Mary  Newey,  cet.  60,  in   circumference.       The    brain   was 

some  years  ago  had  an  attack  of  acute  gorged  with  dark  blood,  of  which  an 

rheumatism,  since  which  time  she  has  mmiense   quantity  issued    from    the 

had  a  cough,  with  copious  clear  ex-  jugular  veins. 

pectoration.     During  the  last  seven  It  may  be  said  that  the  soft  and 

months  she  had  suffered  much  from  flabby  state  of  the  heart,  bv  diminishing 

dyspnoea  and  palpitations ;   her  pulse  its  muscular  energy,  and  thus  rendering 

was  feeble  and  irregular ;  the  veins  of  it  incompetent  to  propel  the  blood  with 

the  neck  were  much  swollen,  and  pre-  sufiicient  force,  would  retard  the  circu- 

sented    a  knotted   appearance ;    tney  lation  and  give  rise  to  the  commencing 

pulsated  faintly.     There  was  dulness  anasarca,  and  would  dispose  to    the 

for  a  large  space  around  the  precordial  apoplectic  attack.    Such  a  state  of  the 

region.    The  sounds  of  resoiration  and  heart  might  have  this  tendency ;  and 

of  the  voice  were  natural.     Bellows  vet  I  have   several    times  found  the 

sound  was  heard  over  the  heart.     The  heart  in  a  similar  state  when  no  apo- 

Nheart's  action  was  irree^ular;  her  urine  plexy  and  no  trace  of  dropsy  had  been 

was   not    coagulable  by  heat      The  present. 

ankles  were  oedematous,  and  serous  Casb  IV. — John  Higsinson,  (et.  46, 
infiltration  was  becoming  apparent  in  boot-maker,  an  old  solaier,  who  had 
the  thig^hs,  when  she  was  suddenly  lost  the  right  leg  above  the  knee  i  had 
seized  with  apoplexy,  and  died  in  twelve  been  accustomed  to  drink  spirits  to  ex- 
hours,  cess.    Nine  months  since  he  felt  a  pain 

Autopsy. — A  great  quantitv  of  black  under  the  sternum,  followed  by  dysp- 
■coagulum  was  spread  over  tne  surface  noea,  both  of  which  have  continued 
of  each  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  be-  ever  since.  When  I  visited  him  the 
tween  the  dura  mater  and  the  arachnoid  dyspnoea  was  most  distressing ;  he  was 
membrane.  There  was  a  clot  and  unable  to  lie  flat,  and  had  a  strong  sen- 
laceration  in  the  interior  of  each  sation  of  constriction  across  his  chest, 
hemisphere.  The  heart  was  dilated  to  There  was  oedema  of  the  leg  and  stump, 
an  enormous  size,  the  walls  beinfi^  of  and  some  ascites.  The  jugular  veins 
the  usual  thickness,  soft  and  flabby,  pulsated  strongly.  There  was  dulness 
of  a  yellow  mottled  colour,  crackling  on  percussion  for  some  inches  around 
under  the  fingers  like  a  piece  of  lung,  the  precordial  region.  The  respiratory 
No  valves  were  diseased.  sound  was^  natural.    The  action  of  the 

The  circumference  of  the  tricuspid  heart  was  heaving,  and  its  sounds  dis- 

foramen  measured   nearly  six  inches,  tant.    The  pulse  was  verv   full  and 

and  itsvalves  could  not  e^ct  its  closure,  hard,  and  its  stroke  remarkably  quick 

The  other  organs  were  healthv.  and  sharp,  which  character  it  retained 

Remarxb  on  Case  III. — Here  again  till  death  took  place,  three  weeks  after 

the  abnormal  chimges  in  the  heart  nad  my  first  visit,  having  been  preceded  by 

probablvtheirorigininUieinflammatory  expectoration  of  dark  clotted  blood  for 

action wiiichwassetupduringrheumatic  two  days. 

fever.     While  the  symptoms  of  vdnous  Autopsy. — ^There  was  serous  efiusion 

obstruction  anddropwy  were  developing  in  the  chest  and  abdomen.    A  patch  of 

themselves,  the  patient  was  suddenly  pulmonary  apoplexy  as  l&i^  ^   &n 

cut  off  by  apoplexy.    There  can  be  orange  existed  about  the  middle  of  the 

Uttle  doubt  .that  this  was  produced  by  concave  portion  of  the  right  lung,  near 
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the  pericardium,  and   was  oontinned  eased,  being  puckered  and  having  much 

CTadually  into  tne  healthy  portion  of  atheroma  under  it,  and  bein^  deficient 

tlie  lungs.    The  heart  was  enormously  in  some  places.^  The  artencs  of  the 

hypertrophied  and  dilated.    On  its  sur-  arms  were  diminished  in  catibre  hj  the 

face  was  a  patch  of  thick'yellow  lymph,  deposition  of  atheroma  in  their  middle 

The  dilatation  of  the  right  cavities  was  coats.    The  other  organs  were  healthy, 

very  great;  the  circumference  of  the  Reuaaks  on  Cases  IY.  and  Y. — In 

tricuspid  foramen  was  five  inches  and  Case  lY.the  hypertrophy  anddilatation 

three  quarters ;  one  of  the  valves  had  of  the  heart,  and  the  diseased  state  of 

short  thickened  chordee  tendinis }  they  the  arteries,  would  seem  to  have  bera  in- 

could  not  close  the  foramen.  duced  by  that  sub-acute  inflammation 

The  aortic  valves  were  thickened,-  of  the  surrounding  and  lining  mem- 

but  acted  well.      There  were   many  brane  of  the  heart  and  large  arteries, 

patches  of  atheroma  under  the  hning  to   which  spirit-drinkers  are  subject, 

membrane  of  the  left  auricle.      The  The  tricuspid  valves    retaining  toeir 

aorta   vras  a  mass  of  disease,  being  usual  size,  while  the  orifice  to  which 

thickened  and  puckered,  and,  in  many  'they  were  attached  was    enormously 

places,  denuded  of  its  lining  membrane,  dilated,  strong  regurgitation  would  take 

and  so  throughout  all  the  large  arteries,  place,  and,  as  the  heart  was  firm  and . 

The  liver  was  of  a  nutmeg  colour,  nypertrophied,  would  be  marked  by 

The  kidneys  and  other  organs  healthy,  strong  venous  pulsations. 

With  this  last  case  I  would  contrast  In  Case  V.  a  similar  state  of  the 
the  following,  wherein,  in  addition  to  heart  and  arteries  was  probably  tlie 
the  disease  of  the  arteries,  and  the  result  of  an  acute  attack  of  inflamms^ 
hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the  heart,  tion ;  but  as  in  this  case  the  valves 
with  enlargement  of  the  tricuspid  fora-  had  increased  in  size  in  the  same  pro- 
men,  the  tricuspid  valves  were  so  in-  portion  as  the  orifice  to  whicli  tiiey 
creased  in  size  as  to  effect  its  closure,  were  attached,  they  were  capable  of 
and  hence  there  was  no  dropsy : —  closinsp  it,  and  no  dropsy  or  venous 

Case  Y. — Prisdlla  Sturck,  set.  50 :  pulsation  ensued, 
had  a  severe  Olness,  with  jjain  in  left  Now  if  in  Case  IY.,  exactly  parallel 
8ide,eightyear8  ago,  since  which  time  she  to  Case  Y.  in  all  but  the  state  of  the 
has  occasionally  felt  beatings  extending  tricuspid  valves,  the  dropsy  depended 
from  her  heart  up  to  her  head  and  down  on  any  other  cause  than  regurgitation 
her  arms,  with  giddiness.  She  has  had  through  the  incompletely  closed  tricus- 
latterly  a  constant  cough,  and  when  pid  foramen,  why  md  it  not  also  super- 
examined  the  pulse  was  small.  Pulsa-  vene  in  Case  Y.,  where  the  complaint 
tions  were  felt  above  each  clavicle,  had  been  protracted  through  a  period 
The  action  of  the  heart  was  heaving  of  eight  years  ? 

and  tumultuous.    The  carotid  arteries  A  comparison  of  these  two  cases  goes 

pulsated  very  strongly.     Double  saw  strongly  to  prove  that  venous  pulsations 

sound  was  heard,  its  maximum  being  are  not  produced  without  regurgitation 

under   the    bottom    of   the   sternum,  through  the  tricuspid  for  'men,  because 

Single  saw  sound  under  each  clavicle,  in  Case  Y.  the  heart  was  quite  as  firm 

loudest  under  the  right,  was    heard,  and  as  much  hypertrophieu  as  in  Case 

without  any  second  sound.    Two  years  IY.,  and  yet  tnere   were  no  venous 

after  this,  fo^ine  excited,  she  suddenly  pulsations. 

Elaced  her  hand  over  her  heart,  drooped  C^se  YL— William  Matthews,  «t. 

er  head,  and  died  in  half  an  hour.  32,  porter :  was  attacked  with  acute 

Autcpw. — ^The  heart,  was  very  much  rheumatism  twelve  years  ago,  and  again 

increased  in  size,  being  generally  hy-  eight  years  since,  when  he  had  very 

pertrophied  and  dilated,  more  especially  severe  pains  in  the  left  breast,  trouble- 

the  left  ventricle.    The  tricuspid  fora-  some  cough,  and  dyspnoea.    Eighteen 

men  measured  five  inches  in  circum-  weeks  previous  to  my  visiting  him,  his 

ference ;  but  the  valves  were  hypertro-  ankles  began  to  swell ;  then  his  legs 

phied  in  substance  and  extent,  so  that  and     abdomen.       There    was    mucn 

they  effected  the  closure  of  the  foramen  dyspnosa.    The  urine  was  not  coagula- 

perfectly.      The    aortic   valves    were  ble  by  heat.    Pulse  hard,  sharp,  and 

slightly  cartilaginous,  but  acted  well,  vibratory.      The  jugular   veins  were 

The  lining  membrane  of  allthe  arteries,  swollen,  and  pulsated.    There  was  dul- 

particularly  the  aorta,  was  much  dis-  ness  on  percussion  at  the  bottom  of 
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each  side  of  the  chest.    The  fiTBt  sound  were  feeble  and  obscure,  but  on  the 

of  the    heart    was  accompanied    by  right  side  of  the  sternum  the  first  sound 

marked  bellows  sound.     In  a  few  dajs  was  louder,  being  slightly  coarse  and 

time   intense  pain  at  the  preecordial  prolonged.    • 

region  suddenly  made  its  appearance,  In  two  or  three  days  time  he  began 

with  most  distressing  dyspnooa.    Pulse  to  expectorate  dark  blood,  sometimes 

120,  very  sharp  and  hard,  with  some  in  clots.  This,  with  increasing  dyspncca 

fulness.    Venesection  being  freely  enl-  and  anarcarsa,  continued    up   to  his 

ployed,    with    the    administration    of  death,  which  took  place  three  weeks 

digitalis  and  mercurial  frictions,  the  after  my  first  visit, 

acute  symptoms  were  removed;    the  Autopsy ^forty hours qfler death. — ^The 

anasarca  and   the    pulsation    of  the  le^and  thighs  were  anasarcous;  a  little 

jugular  veins  disappeared.    The  pulse  fluid  was  found  in  the  abdomen.    At 

remained  very  hard  and  vibratory.    In  the  inner  edge  of  the  back  and  lower 

a  few  weeks  venous,  pulsation  of  the  portion  of  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right 

neck,  rapidly  followed  oy  anasarca,  re-  lung  (both  of  which  were  otherwise 

appearea,  and  he  gradually  sank.  healthy)   was  a  mass   of  ptdmonaiv 

Autopsy, — Much  fluid  was  found  in  apoplexy,  of  the  size  of  an  orange,  witn 
the  abdomen  and  thorax,  and  four  abrupt  edges*  The  heart  was  immense, 
ounces  in  the  pericardium.  This  and  measured  fifteen  inches  around  the 
membrane  was  thickened  and  opaque  outside  of  the  base  of  the  ventricles.  It 
in  patches.  The  heart  was  generally  was  generally  hypertrophicd  and  di- 
hypertrophied,  and  dilatedto  more  than  lated,  firm  and  red.  Within  the  folds 
twice  its  natural  size.  The  tricuspid  of  one  of  the  aortic  valves  was  a  patch 
valves  were  a  little  thicker  and  larger  of  semi-osseous  matter,  which  did  not 
than  usual,  but  could  not  nearly  close  prevent  the  free  action  of  the  valves, 
their  foramen,  which  would  admit  four  The  circumference  of  the  tricuspid 
fingers  and  the  thumb  nearly  up  to  foramen  measured  full  six  inches.  One 
the  knuckles,  and  the  circumference  of  valve  was  large,  the  other  two  smalL 
which  measured  nearly  seven  inches.  They  were  roughed  by  small  hard  sub- 
The  mitral  valves  were  thickened,  but  stances,  ratherless  than  split  mustard- 
free  to  act.  The  lining  membrane  of  seeds,  particularly  on  their  free  edges, 
the  left  auricle  was  niickened  and  The  coronary  vessels  were  large,  but 
opaque,  studded  with  several  horn-like  healthy ;  and  the  aorta  was  studded 
patcnes.  On  one  of  the  aortic  valves  with  numerous  soft  elcvations^roduoed 
was  a  patch  of  soft,  reddish,  recently  by  atheromatous  deposit.  The  other 
organized  false  membrane,  of  the  size  organs  of  the  body  were  healthy. 
of  a  fbuipenny-piece.  The  lining  Remarks  on  uases  VI.  and  VII. — 
membrane  of  the  aorta  seemed  In  these  cases  hypertrophy  and  dilata- 
thickenedy  and  puckered  unevenly,  tion  of  the  heart  seem  also  to  have  re- 
The  other  organs  were  healihy.  suited  from  old  attacks  of  inflammation ; 

Casb  VII. — John  Wilson,  st.  G2,  butinCase  VI.  an  acute  attack  of  endo- 

wood-tunicr :  had  an  inflammatory  at-  carditis  supervened ;    and  this  being 

tack  of  the  chest  eighteen  months  ago,  met  with  active  treatment,  the  dropsy 

since  which  time  he  has  felt  a  tightness  disappeared  for  a  time.  The  pulsations 

of  the  chest;  for  the  last  nine  months  of  the  veins  of  the  neck  also  ceased; 

dyspncea,  and  lately  palpitations.    Six  but  whether  this  arose  from  contraction 

weeKs  ago  his  legs  swelled  for  a  few  of  the  tricuspid  foramen  when  the  heart 

days ;  this  went  on,  and  returned  three  was  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  blood 

weeks  since.  Dyspnoea  was  most  urgent,  by  venesection,  whereov  regurgitation 

The  jugular  veins  were  seen  to  pulsate,  was  prevented ;  or,  which  is  more  likely, 

chienv  on  the  ri^ht  side ;  but  were  not  by  the  diminished  ener^  of  the  heart's 

turffid.    The  unne  was  not  coagulable  action,  produced  by  digitalis,  cannot  be 

l^  neat.  positively  determined.    All  the  valves 

There  was  dulness,  more  extensive  were  slightly  increased  in  size,  yet  the 

than  usual,  around  the  region  of  the  tricuspid  orifice  was  so  enormously  di- 

heart.  The  respiratory  sound  was  coarse  lated  that  they  could  not  nearly  close 

in  places,  with  slight  cooing.      The  it ;  hence,  in  a  short  time,  the  old  symp- 

action  of  the  heart  was  tumultuous,  toms  reappeared  in  an  aggravated  form, 

heaving,  and  irregular.  Pulse  irregular,  I  now  pass  on  to  cases  wherein  the 

but  nKMerate.  The  sounds  of  the  neart  dilatation  of  the  heart  may  in  whole, 

714.— xxvin,  3  C 
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or  in  part,  be  attributed  to  other  causes  with  expectoration   of  pearly  mucus, 

than  mflammatoiT  iiction.  wheezing,  dyspnoea,  ana,  last  winter. 

Case  VIII. — A  lady,    set.  43,  was  cedema  of  the  legs.     In  the  spring  all 

married  at  the  age  of  thirty.     Previous  these  symptoms,  except  the  expectora- 

to  her  marriage  she  was  very  pale,  and  tion,  disappeared.  Wnen  visited  at  the 

was  subject  to  palpitations,  ayspncea,  commencement  of  another  winter,  lie 

and  swelling  of  tlie  ankles.    Mensti-ua-  was  found  to  have  been  ill  for  some 

tion  was,  at  that  period,  very  scanty  weeks.    There  was  great  o&dema  of  the 

and  inegular.     Since  her  marriage  a  legs,  thighs,  and  scrotum.    Urine  was 

slight  improvement  had  taken  place  in  scanty  and  high  coloured ;  not  coajgu- 

this  respect,  but  at  times  she  suffers  in  lable  by  heat.  Respiration  was  hurried, 

an  exactly  similar  manner.     Has  no  and     he    had     frequent    palpitations, 

family.     For  the  last  four  months  she  There  wap  dulness  on  percussion  around 

had  menstruated  but  very  slightly,  and  the  heart.  Sub-crepitant  rale  was  heard 

had  suffered  much  from  flatulence  and  all  over  the  chest.    The  sounds  of  the 

other  dyspeptic  symptoms.      In  this  heart  were  sharp  and  clear,  and  were 

state    she    applied   for  advice.      The  heard    over    the  whole    thorax;    but 

sounds  of  the  heart  were  feeble,  but  seemed  distant  when  listened  to  over 

clear,  and  were  heard  over  every  part  the  prsecordial  region.      He  died,   in 

of  the  chest.    The  veins  of  the  neck  fourteen  days. 

were  slightly  swollen.      She  derived  Autopsy. — The  lungs  were  gorged 

much    benefit    from    tonic    alterative  with  serum.    Large  patches  of  empny- 

medicines,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  sema  existed  at  the  summit  of  each 

removed    her    dyspepsia.      In  a  few  lung ;  some  cells  were  of  the  size  of  a 

months  time  she  returned,  with  ccdema  horse-bean,  with  tough  inelastic  walls, 

of  the  legs  and  thighs,  and  a  trace  of  The  heart  was  dilated  to  three  times 

ascites.  Dyspnoea  and  palpitation  were  the  size  of  the  fist,  its  parietes  bein^  of 

oppressive.'  The  most  active  diuretic  the  usual  thickness.  The  right  ventricle 

medicines  had  been  employed  without  and  auricle  were  particularly  large,  and 

the  least  benefit.  The  vems  of  the  neck  the    tricuspid    foramen  measured  six 

were  now  seen  to  be  very  much  more  inches  in  circumference.     Its  valves 

swollen,  and  a  fluctuation  in  them  was  were   small  and  thin,  and  could  not 

manifest.  The  urine  was  not  coagulable  close  the  foramen.    The  other  organs 

by  heat.  were  in  a  healthy  state,  except  that 

A  small  quantity  of  blood  was  taken  the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach 

frpm  the  arm,  and  tonigs  were  combined  was  of  an  uniform  bright  scarlet  colour, 

with  diuretics.  In  less  than  three  weeks  and  rather  mammelated  at  its  great  cur- 

the  swelling  and  fluctuation  of  the  veins  vature. 

subsided,  and  every  trace  of  dropsy  Remarks   on   Cask  IX. — There  is 

disappeared.  no   cause   of   dilatation  of  the  heart 

Remarks  on   Case  VIII.  —  There  to  be  detected  in    Case   IX.  arising 

appears    to    be    no    reason    why  the  out  of   any   affection    of   the    organ 

heart    should     not    partake    of    the  itself.    The   emphysematous  state    of 

general   flaccidity  which  is  found  in  the    lungs    was,    nowever,    probably 

all  the  other  muscles  of  persons  af-  of  long  standing.      This  must  have 

fected  with  chlorotic  anemia.     Hence,  greatly  affected  the  passage  of  blood 

in  Case  VIII.  such  may  be  supposed  tnrough  them,  and  tnerefore  it  would 

to  have  been  the  case;  and,  as  clear  have     a    tendency    to    stagnate    and 

evidence    of    dilatation    existed,    we  accumulate  in  the  right  side  of  the 

may  conclude  that  it  arose  from  the  heart,  and  thus  promote  its  dilatation, 

dimiuished  tone  of  the  parietes  of  the  Somewhat  simihir  to  this  was  the  case 

heart.     Hence  when  depletion  or  di-  of  a  lady  whom  I  attended  with  Mr. 

uretic  medicines  were    employed,  no  Wickenden.  The  dilatation  and  attenu- 

good    effect  was    produced ;    out  the  ation    of  the  heart  was  evidenced  by 

moment  a  tonic  treatment  was  adopted,  its  sounds,  sharp  and  clear,  being  dis- 

thc  heart  seemed  gradually  to  regain  tinctly  heard  over  every  portion  of  the 

its  power  and  usual  dimensions;  and  chest.    This  had  been  perceived,  more 

the  cause  dcpiirllng,  its  effect,  dropsical  or  lers,  ever  since  a  protracted  attack 

effusion,  departed  also.  of  bronchitis.     She  was  much  relieved 

Case  IX.— James  Brittain,  trt.  S.*!,  by  the  administration  of  expectorant 

had,  during   several    winters,    cough,  and  tonic  medicines. 
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Case  X. — Eliza  Babington,  set.  14,  first  seen  by  me  he  could  not  He  down, 

had  articular  rheumatism,  with  some  and   dyspnoea  was    distressing.    The 

pain  under  the  left  breast,  two  years  pulse  was  small  and  vibratory;  there 

and  a  half  ago.     Six  months  after  that  were    strong   palpitations    under    the 

she    began    to    perceive    palpitations,  xyphoid  cartilage.    From  the  second 

which    nave    occasionally  reappeared  down  to  the  seventh  rib  of  the  left  side 

ever  since,  with    depression,  nausea,  the  chest  was  bombed  out  an  inch  be- 

and  CTcat  dyspnoea  on  exertion.  yond  the  level  of  the  other  side.    This 

Wnen    visited   she    complained    of  space  gave  out  a  dull  sound  on  percus- 

constant  nausea,  long  and  violent  at-  sion,  and  over  it  existed  purring  thrill, 

tacks  of  palpitation,  occasional  head-  A  loud  coarse  bellows  sound  was  heard 

aches,  ana  a  dry  cough.  The  pulse  was  all  over  the  chest. ' 

feeble  and  small  at  times.    The  left  In  a  month's  time  the  projection  of 

side  of  the  chest  sounded  dull  from  the  the  left  side  had  much  decreased  under 

second  rib  downwards;  and  over  this  the  employment  of  iodine  and  mercurial 

space  the  respiratory  sound  was  in>  frictions.     A  pulsation  and  thrill  was 

audible.    A  thrill  or  pulsation  was  felt  then  felt  between  the  fifth  and  sixth 

between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs,  alter-  rib,  alternating  in  time  with  another 

nating  with  a  similar  one  between  the  -between  the  second  and  third  rib.     In 

second  and  third  ribs.  A  grating  sound  another  month  the  veins  of  the  neck 

was  heard  with  the  first  sound  of  the  •  became  very  turgid,  the  ankles  oedema- 

heart«  tons,  then  the  legs,  and  ascites  followed. 

Six  months  after  this,  turgescence  The  urine  was  not  coagulable  by  heat, 

and  strong  pulsations  of  the  jugular  In   four  months  from  my  first  visit 

veins  were  seen.    The  feet,  legs,  and  he  died,  extensively  anas^rcous ;  the 

abdomen,  became  gradually  and  succes-  whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest 

eively  infiltrated.  Urine  became  scanty ;  sounding  dull,  andthe  respiratory  sound 

not  coagulable  by  heat.      A  double  being  only  heard  on  that  side  up  the 

grating  sound  was  heard,  which  con-  spine. 

tinued  till  her  death,  which  took  place  Autopsy. — ^The  heart  was  enormous, 

nine  months  after  she  was  first  seen.  extendmg  up  to  the  second  rib,  and 

Autopsy, — ^There  was  much  fluid  in  upwards  of  two  inches  to  the  right  of 

the  thorax,  pericardium,  and  abdomen,  the  sternum.   The  lining  membrane  of 

On  either  fold  of  the  pericardium  were  the  left   auricle  was    thickened   and 

several  rough  patehes,  feeling  like  a  opaque,  and  was  covered  with  patches 

calfs  tongue.    The  heart  lyas  hyper-  of  horn-like  substance.    This  appear- 

trophied,  and  dilated  to  more  than  dou-  ance  was    continued  into  the  nutral 

ble  the  size  of  the  fist.    The  chordee  valves,  which  were  much  thickened, 

tendinis  of  one  of  the  tricuspid  valves  and  would  not  allow  the  passage  of 

were  shortened  and  thickened     The  two  fingers.    The  base  of  the  aortic 

tricuspid  foramen  measured  nearly  five  valves  was  thickened.    The  right  ven- 

and  a  half  inches  in  circumference,  tricle  and  auricle  were  immensely  di- 

The  valves-  could  not  close  it,  a  la^ge  lated  and  attenuated.    The  tricuspid 

space  bein^  left  uncovered  in  the  mid-  foramen  measured  five  inches  and  a 

die,  not  only  from  the  inability  of  one  half  in  circumference.    One  of  the  tri- 

of  the  valves  to  rise  up  to  the  plane  of  cuspid  valves  had  its  chords  tendinisa 

closure,  but  from    the    disproportion  much  thickened  and  shortened,  so  that 

existing  between  the  size  of  the  valves  it  could  •not  rise    into  the  plane  of 

and  that  of  the  foramen.    The  lining  closure;  consequently  the  valve  was 

membrane  of  the  left  auricle  was  thick-  very  incomplete.  Other  organs  healthy, 

ened  and  opaque,  and  near  the  mitral  Remarks  on  Cases  a.  and  XL — 

valves  was  granulated.    These  valves  The  causes  of  dilatation  in  Cases  X. 

were  thickened,  and  adhered  to  each  and  XI.  may  have  been  double,  because, 

other  at  their  base,  so  that  two  fingers  although  the  obstruction  at  the  mitral 

could  not  pass  between    them.    The  valves  may  have  caused  stagnation  of 

^other  organs  were  healthy.  the  blood  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart 

Oask  a  I. — James  Bull,  cct.  13,  had  a  behind  it,  and  thereby  have  given  rise 

severe  attack  of  rheumatic  fever  when  to.  dilatation,  yet  it  must  be  borne  in 

five  years  old.     Four  weeks  since  felt  mind  that  the  original  attack  of  endo- 

palpitations,  and  three  days  back  first  carditis,  in  which  the  alteration  of  the 

ft'lt  pain  under  his  left  breast.     When  mitral  valves  originated,  may,  at  the 
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same  time,  as  in  other  cases,  have  smaller  valve  was  cartilaginous,  so  that 
predisposed  the  organ  lo  hypertrophy  it  could  slightly  recede  and  allow  a  slit 
and  dilatation.  'for  the  passage  of  the  blood  from  the 

It  is  instructive  to  remark  that,  al-    heart.    These  valves  had  long   bony 
though  the  dilatation  of  the  left  auricle    bases  extending  some  distance  into  the 
had  m  each  case  existed  for  a  long    ventricle.   The  tricuspid  foramen  mea- 
time,  as  evidenced  by  the  dulness  on    sured  six  inches  in  circumference ;  its 
percussion,  and  the  pulsations  alter-    valves  were  small,  and  totally  incom- 
nating  with  those    of  the  ventricle,    petent  to  close  the  foramen.    There 
which  were  perceived  much  higher  in    was  atheroma  in  all  the  great  arteries, 
the  chest  than  usual — in  a  position.    The  other  oreans  were  healthy, 
indeed,  where  the  dilated  auricles  were        Case  XTIL — Henry  Wilson,  tet,  66, 
found  after  death— yet  that  dropsy  did    gun-stocker :  felt  palpitations   of  the 
not  supervene  untu  there  were  evi-    Heart  when  in  bea  a  year  ago,  which 
dences  of  incomplete  closure  of  the    occasionally  reappeared  for  six  or  seven 
tricuspid   foramen.     This   additional    months,  and  then  ceased;  great  dysp- 
obstacle  to  the  venous  circulation  was    noea  then  came  on.^     Had  lost  flesh 
necessary  to  produce  serous  infiltration,    for  three  weeks  previous  to  my  seeing 
Case  XII.— William  Cashmore,  ajt.    ^j°>  ?  jnd  for  three  days  had  pain  below 
61,  ironmaster:  had  oppression  of  the    t°?  left  breast.    The  veins  of  the  neck 
chest  and  indigestion  for  twelvemonths,    pulsated  most  violentl;r,  ^nj,  ^It   as 
He  complained  of  troublesome  cough    ^^^^  ^^  "^''^  ^  arteries.    The  pulse 
and  distressing  dvspnoca.    The  pulse    ^as  converted  mto  a  tremulous  vibra- 
was  very  small  and  threadv.    An  ob-    *iQ?-    There  was  cough,  with  expecto- 
scure  thrill  was  felt  to  the  right  of  the    ^"^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  mucus,  sometimes 
upper  part  of  the  sternum.    A  single    streaked  with  blood.  The  chest  sounded 
prolonged  rasp  sound  was  heard,  its    dull  about  three  inches   around  the 
maximum  being  over  the  same  spot    l^^^J^-    ^,^^  coarse,  hollow,  and  amaz- 
where  Uie  thrill  was  felt.  *"&^y  prolonged  sound,  was  heard  syn- 

Four  months  after  this  the  pulse  in  chronoiis  with  the  ventricular  systole, 
each  wrist  was  reduced  to  a  mere  flut-  ^^^  its  maximum  was  to  the  nrfit  of 
ter  :  nine  months  after  this  the  inten-  *"«  sternum.  Coomg  rdles  were  heani 
sity  of  the  rasp  sound  was  much  dimi-  ^^er  the  chest.  There  was  oedema  of 
nished.  The  whole  of  the  right  side  of  J*^«  urMea,  and  shght  oedema  of  the 
the  chest  sounded  dull,  and  the  respi-  ^^S^\  />X?,  weeks  after  this  he  was 
ratory  murmur  of  that  side  could  carried  off^ by  an  attack  of  acute  bxon- 
only  be   heard  up    the    si)ine.     He    chitis.       * 

could  not  lie  on  the  left  side.  There  ^ti/oi>*y.--The  veins  of  the  neck  were 
was  extensive  dulness  around  the  heart.  ^  ^^^V  distended  with  dark  bloo^ 
In  six  months  the  veins  of  the  neck  ihe  pcncardium  was  opaque  and 
became  almost  varicose;  the  ankles  be-  <nickened,  and  had  on  lU  cardiac 
came OBdematouB,  and  in  another  month  P^^tion  a  patch  of  soft  yellow  lymph 
general  anarsaca  appeared.  The  urine  ^  "^^S^  ^f  ^  "^l^"^^  P^^^-  T°®.  ^^ 
was  not  coagulable  by  heat  A  little  was  ^nearly  three  times  the  size  of 
before  his  death,  which  took  place  |^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  J.,*^™;  from  general 
nearly  two  years  after  my  first  visit,  a  hypertrophy  and  dilatation.  The  aortic 
slight  fluctuation  could  be  occasionally  calves  were  unfolded,  grown  together, 
detected  in  the  jugular  veins. .  »"d  ^2"^^^  ^"^?  ^o^^i  so  ^^^^  ^*^^  pas- 

Autopsy.-^The  right  side  of  the  chest  ^age  for  the  blood  was  contracted  into 
rontftined  a  gallon,  the  left  a  pint  of  ?  ^^!^^  triangular  opening  which  could 
fluid ;  there  was  a  large  quantity  in  the  ^^^^7  j^^mit  a  qmll.*  The  aorta  wus 
abdomen.  The  size  of  the  hetirt  was  studded  with  osseous  scales.  ^  The  arch 
truly  astonishing;  it  projected  for  some  ^'^^  slightly  dilated,  and  its  middle 
distance  under  the  sternum  into  the  <^^**  ^^"/  ^^^'  ^^  ^}  y^^  tncnspid 
right  side  of  the  chest.  All  the  cavities  XfJ^^®  adhered  to  the  right  ventricle, 
were  uncommonly  dilated,  and  the  T'^i  tricuspid  foramen  measured  five 
walls  of  the  right  ventricle  were  J" ches  in  circumference.  Other  organs 
atlenuated.   There  were  only  two  aortic    healthy.  j  yttt 

valves,  which  were  converted  into  bone,  Remarks  on  Cases  XII.  and  XIII.—- 
and  stretched  ti^hllv  across  the  orifice  The  extreme  narrowing  of  the  orifice  of 
of  the  vcb&el.     The   free  edge   of  the        •  In  the  museum  of  Kingr's  CoUeifc,  London. 
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the  aorta  in    Cases  XII.  and^  XIII.  the  dilatation  of  the  tricuspid  foramen 

must  have  greatly  tended  to  produce  being  carried  only  to  a  moderate  degree, 

dilatation  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  the  obstruction  to  the  circulation  was 

and   it    might    be    supposed   hy uer-  slic^ht,  and  the  dropsy  indonsiderable. 

trophv  of  uie  left  ventricle.      While  In  Case  XII.  the  venous  pulsations 

both  nearts,  however,  were  dilated^  the  were  slight,  because  the  heart  was  at- 

walls  of  the  left  ventricle  were  hyper-  tenuatea,  but  the  obstruction  to   the 

trophied  in  Case  XIII.  and  attenuated  circulation  was  great,  and  the  dro|)8y 

in  Case  XII.    Their  history  would  lead  considerable,  because  a  vast  quantity 

us  to  conclude  that  the  dilatation  in  ofblood  must  have  regiu'gitated  through 

Case  XII.  had  been  purely  passive  from  a  widely  dilated  triscuspid  foramen. 

obstructed  circulation,  while  that  in  Case     

XIII.  had  been  partly  induced  by  peri-  r  9    n 

carditis ;  traces  of  both  ancient  and  re-  ^ 

cent  attacks  having  been  found  on  the  PROCIDENTIA  UTERI, 

pericardium. 

From  the  nature  of  the  morbid  altera-  cured  by  tmb  actual  cAUTKav. 

(ions  of  the  aortic  valves  they  must  have  n„¥  *..       t             w  r\ 

*              1         **        •          ^      ^      i.  By  J.  Ada»Lawrik,M,D. 

been  a  long  time  m  progress,  and  yet  «            ^.          „     .  .V, 

the  health  was  not  leriSusly  affected  *''«^'  """^  «""••  '"«™^- 

until  a  comparatively  short  time  be-  CFor  the  Medical  Gazette,) 
fore  death.    This  is,  m  fact,  explained 

by  the  prolonged  sound  heard  during  ^- — 

the  systole  of  the  ventricles,  which  Christian  M'Lban,  set.  18,  servant; 

proved  that  their  contraction  was  con-  Scotch ;  unmarried ;  dark  complexion ; 

tinued  much  beyond  the  usual  time,  pale ;  habit  firm  and  plump ;  admitted 

and  that  by  this  ipeans  the  blood  was  June  1,  1840. 

gradually  squeezed  through  the  con-  Twenty-eight  months  ago,  while 
tracted  orifice  of  the  aorta,  and  was  canyingaheavy  tub,  part  of  the  weight 
thus  prevented  from  stagnating  in  the  resting  on  the  abdomen,  felt  something 
heart.  But  the  circulation  could  not  give  way  in  the  pelvis,  and  as  if  the 
be  forced  on  in  this  manner  without  vagina  immediately  afterwards  were 
injurious  eflects,  and  consequently  in  unusually  distended.  Some  days  after, 
course  of  time  dilatation  of^  the  heart  while  menstruating  for  the  first 
situated  behind  the  obstructed  orifice  time,  a  tumor  projected  through  the 
of  the  aorta  ensued,  which  was  followed  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  has  since 
by  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  dysp-  rapidly  increased.  At  present  the  ute- 
na»a.  The  latter  symptoms  were  doubt-  rus,  dragging  with  it  the  posterior  part 
less  much  relieved  by  a  copious  secre-  of  the  blaader,  and  a  large  portion  of 
tion  of  mucus  from  the  lining  mem-  the  vagina,  project  externally  to  tlie 
brane  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  Dilata-  distance  of  three  inches,  forming  a 
tion  at  length  commenced  on  the  right  tiimor  the  size  of  the  fist.  At  first  it 
side  of  the  heart,  and  the  triqiispid  disanpcared  8^)ontaneous1y  in  the  re- 
foramen  having  b^n  dilated  to  rach  a  cumbent  position,  but  now  it  remains 
size  that  its  valves  could  no  longer  constantly  prolapsed.  It  can  be  easily 
close  it,  regurgitation,  evidenced  l>y  returned  by  pressure.  The  os  exter- 
jugular  pulsations,  ensued,  and  ana-  num  is  very  unusually  enlarged  and 
sarca  and  death  closed  the  scene.  On  relaxed ;  unne  and  fieces  are  passed 
this  supposition  the  dilatation  of  the  with  difficultv.  A  catheter  can  with 
right  side  of  the  heart  in  Case  XIII.  ease  be  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  its 
must  have  been  very  rapid,  as  anasarca  point  made  to  project  nearly  as  low  as 
only  appeared  a  little  before  death.  It  the  apex  of  the  tumor  on  its  anterior 
was  probably  hastened  by  the  attack  of  aspect.  Catamenia  nearly  regular ; 
bronchitis.  •  A  comparison  of  these  surface  of  abdomen  and  mammas  as  in 
cases  offers  a  remarkable  confirmation  the  virgin  state.  Denies  coition,  either 
of  the  connection  which  exists  between  before  or  since  the  procidentia.  Has 
regurgitation  and  venous  pulsations,  derived  no  benefit  from  the  free  appli- 
In  Case  XIII.  the  heart  iv^  firm  and  cation  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  astrin- 
hypertrophied,  consequently  the  shock  gent  injections,  pessarie^  bandages, 
or  pulsation  was  most  vehement,  but  and  the  ordinary  routine  treatment. 
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On  the  14th  June,  and  ag^n  on  the  prefer  the  cautery,  as  being  rapid  and 

2d  Augiist,  strips  of  the  mucous  mem-  easy  of  application,  and  so  far  as  two 

brane  were  dissected  off  from  the  lateral  applications  can  prove,  not  followed  by 

and  posterior  parts  of  the  vagina,  with-  any  bad  consequences,  and  successfal, 

out  benefit.  

On  the  2d  of  October,  the  uterus  be- 
ing  returned,   Weiss's  three-pronged  CASES  of  CYNANCHE  TONSILLARIS. 

speculum  was  introduced  and  dilated,  

and  the  actual  cautery  freely  applied  ^  ^.    „,.^       ^^^    ,^  _.    ,  _ 

to  both  lateral  surfaces  of  the  vigina,  ^  *^  ^*'«'*  ^*^  ^^^"^  Gastiie. 

nearly  as  high  as  the  uterus.    The  Sir, 

operation  gave  considerable  pain,  and  Tug  preceding  volume  of  the  Gazettr 

was  followed  by  oedema  of  the  external  contains  a  report  of  several  cases  of 

parts,  retention  of  urine,  some  pain  of  cynanche  tonsillaris  successfully  treated 

abdomen,  and   hysterical    syipptoms,  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Barrhead,  with  gam 

which  readily  ■  yielded  to  mild  treat-  guaiacum;  and  it  appears  that  the  prac- 

ment.    She  was  kept  in  the  reciunbent  tice  was  first  introduced  by  Dr.  Hannay, 

posture  till  the  13tfi  of  November,  and  of  Glasgow.     Two  cases  having  lately 

m  hospital  till  the  8th  of  December,  occurred  to  me,  I  resolved  to  give  the 

On  the  latter  date  the  following  report  remedy  a  trial,  and  in  both  it  realised 

wfito  entered  m  the  journal.    "Not  the  my  expectations. 


tural  position,  with  a  circular  contrac-  ness  of  the  throat  and  difficulty  of 

tion  of  the  vagina  a  little  below  os  swallowing,  for  which  he  applied  a 

uteri.    The  contraction  firm,  but  quite  blister  to  the  throat.    I  saw  him  on  the 

elastic.''  third  day:  the  right  tonsil  was  enlarged, 

July  18,  1841.— She  returned  to  the.  looked   red,    and  very  painful;    fece 

hospital,  and  the  following  report  was  flushed;  tongue  covered  with  a  white 

taken.     "  Continued  to  do  well  till  ten  fur  &c. 

days  ago,  when,  after  having  been  em-  f  prescribed  a  mixture  with  Pulv. 

ployed  for  two  days  in  the  standinff  Quaiaci,  in  doses  of  half  a  drachm, 

posture,  used  unwonted  exertion,  and  which  speedily  relieved  him. 

afterwards  taken  a  long  walk,  the  pro-  Case  II.- Alfred  Sewdl,  aged  22, 

lapsus  returned,  and  is  graduaUy  in-  of  a  strumous  appearance ;  his  occupa- 

creasmg;  but  the  external  tumor  is  tion  is  that  of  a  lath-cutter;  had  been 

not  yet  nearly  ^  large  as  when  she  confined  to  the  house  two  days  when  I 

was  first  admitted.  saw  him.    Both  tonsils  were  enlarged 

July  25th.--The  actual  cautery  was  and  painful,  rendering  deglutition  diffi- 

applied  in  the  same  manner  as  for-  cult :  considerable  fever ;  pulse  quick ; 

merly,and  was  followed  by  the  same  skin  hot  and  dry ;  face  flushed;  tongue 

train  of  symptoms,  which  readily  sub-  covered  with  white  fur.    Calomel  and 

sided  under  one  bleeding,  apenente,  fo-  a  pulgative  draught  first  prescribed, 

mentAtions,&c.  She  was  confined  to  the  after  which  he  was  directed  to  take  the 

recumbent  posture  till  the  middle  of  guaiacum  mixture  as  above.    Hot  bran 

Apnl,  when  she  was  allowed  to  walk,  poultices  were  ordered  to  be  appHed 

with  a  T  bandage,  and  a  compress  on  frequently  to  the  throat.  In  a  few  days 

the  perinseum.     On  the  25th  of  that  he  was  quite  well,  and  able  to  work: 

month  she  was  ^smissed  cured.  I  have  the  swelling  of  the  tonsils  rapidly  sub- 

heard  of  her  withm  these  few  days,  gided 

She  remains  free  from  prolapsus,  or  if  you  think  the  above  cases  possess 

any  tendency  towards  it.  sufllcient  interest,  you  will  oblige  by 

Remarks.— I  am  not  aware  that  the  giving  ^hem  a  comer  in  your  ieful 

actual  cautery  is  m  common  use,  in  pubU?ation.— I  am,  sir, 

this  country,  as  a  cure  for  procidentia.  '^              your  obedient  servant. 

The  above  case  appears  to  me  worthy  '                     j.  Collier,  M.R.C.S. 
of  being  recorded,  as  showing  that  it 

will  succeed  in  extreme  cases,  after  the  B«cid«y»  J»iy  28,  iS4i. 

failure  of  the  more  common  operation  ^___ 
with  the  knife.    In  future  I  should 
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ON   SYPHILITIC   IRITIS.  marks  for  others  to  profit  by;  and  it 

would  be  presumption  in  any  man  to 

By  William  W.  Cooper.  assume  that  his  judgment  is  infallible, 

IFbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette,^  <>'  that  disappointment  did  not  at  times 

attend  his  best  exertions. 
The  cases  which  I  have  selected  for 

Op  all  the  diseases  to  which  the  human  the  subject  of  the  present  communica- 

frame  is  subjected,  there  are  none  of  tion  are  those  of  syphilitic  iritis, 
mater  interest  than  those  which  affect 

the  oi^ans  of  vision ;  whether  we  con-  Case  I.-^ane  Wilkinson,  Kt.  30,  applied 

sider  the  importance  of  these  organs  to  **  ^«  ^y»*  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moor- 

the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  in-  l^^\  ^*^^^  29th.  1841.     She  stated  that 

dividual-the  extreme  deUcacy  of  their  ^LJ^^^  f^^  ,^  ^f Tf  r""^  ^utJt 

*       «^           u'u        J       *i:  week  previoualy,  and  that  four  days  before 

construction,  which  renders  them  pecu-  ^^^     P^^  ^^  J;       Ucation  she  had  entirely 

harly  liable  to  derangement~the  rapi-  j^.^  ^he  sight  of  it.    There  |iras  much  paii 

dity  with  which  morbid  changes  are  both  in  the  globe  and  around  the  orbit,  which 

induced--and  the  painful  consequences  ^^  aggravated  at  night. 

of  dimimshed  reputation  and  vexaUon  ^/»peara?Mr«.— Congestion  of  the  vessels 

of  mind  which   would  accrue  to  the  of  the  sclerotic,  and  the  zone  around  the 

surgeon,  who,  from  ignorance  or  from  margin  of  the  iris  exceedingly  well  marked ; 

error  in  diagnosis,  permits  thefavoura-  the  iris  altered  in  colour,  and  quite  ;dull; 

ble  moment  to  pass  by,  and  thus  may  pupil  irregular,  and  the  aqueous  membrane 

entail  all  the  miseries  of  blindness  upon  hazy ;  there  was  congestion  of  the  conjunc- 

the  unfortunate  suiferer.  tival  membrane ;   not  much  intolerance  of 

There  is  scarcely  a  day  elapses  with-  lig*»* »  P^*^  ^^*  a»d  feeble ;  tongue  foul, 

out  patients  presenting  themselves  at  ^?^  suffered  from  syphilis  niue  months 

Moorfields,  and  other  large  ophthalmic  Previously,  and  the  tliroat  was  sore  at  the 

institutions,  whose  sight  has  been  irre-  *"°^  °^  examination, 

coverably  lost  from  the  effecU  of  puru-  9»  Hydrarg.    c.    Conio,  gr.  v.  ter  die. 

lent  ophthalmia:    most  of  these  are  Liquor.  Sarzae  (Battlei)  gt.  xx.  ter  die. 

infants :  and  the  number  of  instences  f/'^^V  BelladonnK  supercil.  apphc. 

ia  at  once  lamentable  and  surprising,  ^«**  ^^^*  ^""^  °^  stunulants. 

in  which  we  are  informed  that  the  April  Ist. — The  mouth  not  aifected ;  no 

practitioner  who  had  either  brought  improvement  in  the  symptoms,  and  she  com- 

the  child  into  the  world,  or  who  had  plains  of  excessive  nocturnal  pain, 

been  consulted  on  the  first  appearance  To  continue  the  medicines,  with  the  addition 

of  discharge  from  the  eyes,  had  pro-  of  Mercurial   Ointment  with   Opium 

nounced  it  to  be  "mere  nothing— not  (Opii  3j.  to5vij.)  to  be  applied  to  the 

worth  notice."    And  thus  the  favoura-  temples. 

ble  moment  for  subduing  this   most  5th.—Mouth  now  sore,  and  all  the  symp- 

formidable  disorder  has  been  permitted  toms  alleviated ;  inflammation  greatly  dimi- 

to  elapse,  and  its  ravages   to  extend  niahed,  and  the  pain  also.     She  was  directed 
unchecked  or  controlled,  until  disorga-  .  to  continue  the  treatment.    On  the  15th  the 

nization  has  taken  place,  and  the  organ  inflammatory  action  had  entirely  subsided, 

is  irrecoverably  lost !  but  she  complained  of  general  weakness.-  To 

My  purpose,  therefore,  is  to  brinff  go  on  with  the  Liq.  Sanae  simply.     She  was 

forward,  from  time  to  time,  cases  which  dimissed  well  on  the  first  of  May. 

may  come  under  my  observation,  and  Case  II. — R.  Thomas,  st.  36,  applied 

which  arc  possessing  of  interest.  April  1st.    The  eyes  have  been  affected  three 

I  do  not  pretend  that  any  observa-  ^feeks ;  in  both  iritis  is  well  niarked,  but  in 

tions  I  shall  offer  may  be  attractive  for  ^*»«  "?*»*  particularly  so ;    the  ins  is  dull 

their  novelty,  for  I  liave  no  peculiar  f^  discoloured;   the  pupd  irr^;  in- 

*u^y>-.,  *^  ^AA,,  ^  ^-  «^  «..*..^.»       iLf«  flammatory  zone  very  distmct ;  the  sclerotic 

theory  to  adduce  or  to  support.      My  ^„d conjunctival  trniics  both  inflamed;  and 

object  will  be  simply  to  bring  forward  ^^  ^^^^^  membrane  is  hazy.    The  iris  of 

cases,  whether  successful  or  otherwise,  ^  ^^^         j,  ^ull  and  discoloured,  and  the 

which  may,  either  in  their  symptoms  ^on^  visible ;    tiie  other  symptoms  are  but 

or     their     treatment,     possess      more  gUght:  pain  considerable,  especiaUy  at  night, 

than  usual  interest  or  instructiveness.  around  both  orbits  and  in  the  globe  of  the 
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Blue  Pill,  gr.  v.  nigbt  and  morning ;  a  and  deposit  of  fibrin  diminiabed ;  paia 

bHster  behind  the  right  ear,  and  six  more  moderate,  and  he  gets  aome 

leeches  to  the  right  inferior  palpcbnt ;  night ;  the  pupil,  howerer,  ia  verj 

meat  diet,  but  no  stimuli.  and  irregolar. 

April  5th.— The  month  has  become  yery         To  repeat  the  Calomel  and  Opim 
sore,  and  a  surprising  change  for  the  better  »«*»*•     Contmue  the  BeUadoom 

has  taken  place  already ;  indeed  the  inflam-  Omtment  to  the  temple, 

matory  symptoms  have  nearly  disappeared,         j^gy  Xet. — ^Tbe  appearances  of  i 

He  states  that  the    eyes  began  to  improre  tion  have  entirely  subsided ;  the  iris 

as  soon  as  the  mouth  became  affected.  sumed  its  normal  aspect,  and  the  pupil 

To  repeat  Blister  and  Blue  PUl,  nearly  recovered  its  circular  form. 

13th,— He  is  now  convalescent ;  the  iris  To  continue  the  BeUadpnna 

and  aqueous  membrane  have  recovered  their        The  patient  didnot  retuin after thia  d«t»,  so 

natural  brilliancy  and  appearance;  and  a  that  we  may  conclude  he  haaqmteiecof  end, 
sUght  irregularity  of  the  right  pupO,  from         Casb  IV.— Anna  Bartlett,  «t.  30,  appBe* 

»n»echia  poeterier,  is  the  only  indication  of  j^„e  15th.    Iritis  has  existed  In  tlie  left  eye 

disease  having  existed.  fiyr  the  last  three  weeks,  and  at  inreacBt  tkoe 

Case  III.— J.  Walden,  set.  21,  appUed  j^  y^^  y^ic  ^-^loa.  the  iris  has  entii^  lort 

April  13th.     He  states  that  he  suffered  ft-om  ^^  brilliancy,  and  has  been  dianged  from  m 

syjihiUs  seven  months  ago,  but  allowed  it  to  dear  bhie  colour  to  a  reddisli  grey :  on  the 

take  ito  chance  without  having  medical  as-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  portion  a  distinct  patch  oT 

sistance.    At  present.  Independent  of  the  congested  vessels  is  visible,  mid  the  nuvgn 

affection  of  the  eye,  he  suffers  greatly  from  ^f  ^he  pupQ  exhibits  a  ruaty-coloarefl  dcpoait 

pains  in  the  bones.  especiaUy  the  tibia.    His  ^f  lymph  :  the  capsule  of  the  aqueous  mem- 

throat  is  ukserated,  and  a  syphiUtic  eruption  1,,,^^  ^  gj^  affected,  and  very  turbid  towai^ 

is  visible  upon  the  face  and  other  parts  of  its  inferior  part:  the  red  inflammatory  aone 

the  body.    He  complains  of  great  prostration  ^  ^gu  aefined,  as  is  also  the  grey  cii^e 

of  strength.   The  pulse  weak  and  frequent ;  around  the  margfai  of  the  cornea,  altiiou^ 

tongue  white  and  dry ;  the  left  eye  has  iritis  there  could  not  be  a  doubt,  from  the  reaelt  of 

strongly  marked :  it  has  been  affected  three  inqiury,  of  the  syphiHtic  origin  of  the  ofte- 

weeks  :  the  ecleiotic  is  intensely  inflamed ;  ti^n :  Acre  is  excessive  pam  in  the  eye,  the 

the  inflammation  b«ng  most  severe  around  temple,  and  brow,  wUdi  is  muefa  woneet 

ihe  margin  of  the  iris,    the  conjunctival  nj-ht:  pulse  weak  and  araalli  tongoe  to- 

vessels  are  also  considerably  injected,  their  lerably  clean  ;  and  bowels  regular. 
tortuous  course  and  brilliant  scarlet  colour         gj^  ^^  ^^^^1^  to  lake  two  gfdaa  oC 

contrasting  with  the  pmk  hue  and  straight  cakmel,  and  half  a  gndn  of  ophim,  night  and 

direction  of  the  sclerotic  vessels  beneath ;  morning.    To  mb  the  Wue  ointment  with 

tiie   Iris  is  very  dull,  and  much  altered  in  ^  i^„  ^-^^  the  temple,  and  to  apply  beOa. 

colour ;  there  is  a  deposit  of  fibrin  of  a  dull  donna  to  the  brow   aight  and    monuog : 

red  colour  around  the  margin  of  the  pupil ;  j^^^  ^j^t. 

aqueous  membrane  very  turbid;   there  is        l8Ui.— The  mercury  has  not  as  yet  pro- 

very  great  pain  in  the  globe  and  eyebrow,  juced  any  effect   upon   tiie  mouth  ;    and 

extending  to  tiie  temple  and  inner  side  of  altiiough  the  disease  has  not  made  progress, 

the  nose,  greatiy  increased  at  night,  end  the  ygt  it  has  certainly  not  decreased.     She 

globe  is  very  tender.    Ordered  compUiins  of  great  weakness  and  exhaustion. 

Calomel  grs.  ii.,  aiid  a  third  of  a  grain  of  and  is  directed  to  take  half  a  pint  of  ale 

Opium,  every  six  hours ;  Belladonna  to  daily,  with  the  meat  diet, 
be  fredy  appKjd  to  tiie  eyebrow,  and        ^o  continue  tiie  calomel  and  opium  tiiree 
the  Unguent.  Hydrarg.  c.  Opu.  to  be  times  a  day. 

nibbed  into  the  left  temple.      Meat 
aiet.  22d.^Here,  aa  in  the  other  caaes,  a  sor- 

,^  ,      ,..     ,  .     -   .  J    ^1     .  prising  alteration  for  the  better  haa  taken 

16th.--Moutii  not  yet  affected;  tiie  m-  ^^^  ^^^  the  system  coming  under  tiie 


^e&rlv  ^    — - 

of  the  pupil,  decidedly  greater ;  pain  at  night  ^^  'j^oTerdf  its    brUliancy"  and   Mtural 

very  severe.  colour  in  a  great  degree.     The  pupil  is  much 

To  go  on  with  the  medicines.  more  regular,  and  the  deposit  of  fibrin  less. 

20th.-The  mouth  has  become  exceedingly  Jhe  aqueous  membrane  is  dso  neariyfree 

sore,  and  a  manifest    improvement  in  tiie  *«>«»  inflammation. 

symptoms  has  taken  place ;  the  cornea  is  To  repeat  the  Cal.  and  Opium  twice  a 

now  nearly  clear  ;  infl  animation  much  less,  week,  and  to  continue  the  BeUadonnt. 
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29th.—- The  irifl  has  quite   resnmed  its  The  Cal.  and  Opium  twice  a  week,  and 

natural  aspect,  the  pupil  its  regularity,  and  half  a  pint  of  ale  daily. 

the  vascular  zone  has  so  completely  disap*  ,  .  .„^  ^.  ^^^^  .  .^    .^^ 

J  4.1.  <.  •«.        1 J  u      1     ^^  j'ix    1*  *  •  nave  not  seen  mm  smce. 
peared,  that  it  would  be  almost  difficult  to 

believe  that  the  eye  had  so  recently  been  These  cases  afford  good  illustrations 

rf^^t^**'  ^^  *  ^"^^  inflammation,  ^f  ^j^^  beneficial  effects  of  mercury  in 

Discharged.  controlling  and  subduing  iritis.     It  will 

^v!^7"'Y^^^^'f'^\YTf''  be  observed  that  it  was  not  until  its 

t^^^^^ilSf  iit?!;™^^  eff<^<^ts  upon  the  system  became  mani- 

werecovered  with  a  copper  •coloured  erupbon,  r*.Ai.5i.      tei.            j'j           ^-i 

he  having  contract^  syphilis  sU  months  f^st  that  beneTRt   was  derived;    untd 

previously,  for  whidi  he  had  been  severely  t*^en,  indeed,  the  symptoms  generally 

aaUvated.    The  effects  of  the  saUvation  con-  rather  increased  thwi  diminished.    As 

turned  until  very  recently,  and  have  left  him  soon,  however,  as  the  mouth  bore  evi- 

in  a  sute  of  great  debility.    The  left  eye  dence  of  the  constitution  being  under 

had  6rst  become  uncomfortable  six  weeks  its  influence,   the  symptoms  in  each 

previous  to  his  application,  and  had  been  case  gave  way,  and  usually  with  a 

getting  worse  ever  since.     The    iris  has  rapidity  proportioned  to  die  extent  to 

quite  lost  its  brilliancy,  and  the  colour  is  which  the  system  was  affected, 

greatly  changed ;  the  aqueous  membrane  is  The  exacerbation  of  pain  at  night 

haiy,  and  the  inflammatory  iritic  zone  very  ^ag   a    very    characteristic    symptom 

wcU  marked ;  the  grey  corneal  sone  is  also  throughout,  and  seemed  to  be  propor- 

vcry  dearly  defined,  as  m  the  last  case;  tioned  to  the  degree  to  which  the  sole. 

^"^^ll^^"^^'  ^!?^'  "Su  ^  °"^  n>tic  was  involved.     The  unguentum 

ooati^Vith  reddish  l5Tnph.    ThereisasmaU  hydrarg.  cum  opio  afforded  great  re- 

quantity  of  pus  in  the  anterior  chamber.  i '^^      e                r                      e 

Sclerotic  much  injected,  and  the  pain  in  Uie  ri^«     .          i     -i^  ^«  ai.^         m      v  u 

globe  and  aromid  tibe  ortit  very  aSite,  espe-  Th«  irregulanty  of  the  pupil  which 

cially  at  night.    Ordered  one-sixteenth  of  a  was  m  some  cases  very  coi^idemble, 

grain  of  oxymurUteof  mercury  in  threeounco  gradually  gave  way  under  the  mercu- 

decoction  of  sarsaparilla  three  times  a  day ;  "^^  treatment,  and  the  continued  use 

two  leeches  to  the  lower  palpebra ;  a  blister  of  belladonna. 

behind  the  left  ear,  and  belladonna  to  be  The    white    or    ash-coloured  zone 

i|)plied  to  the  eyebrow  night  and  morning :  around  the  margin  of  the  cornea,  which 

meat  diet,  without  stimuli.  some  authors  have  described  as  peculiar 

22d.— The  disease  has  not  been  controlled  to  arthritic  iritis,  was  beautifully  shown 

by  the  treatment,  all  the  symptoms  being  in  two  of  these  cases ;  but  the  syphi* 

aggravated.    There  is  more  pus  in  the  an-  litic  origin  of  the  disease  could  be  most 

tenor  chamber ;  the  vaBcular  sone  is  greater,  sadsfiictorily  traced  in  each  :  indeed,  I 

and  the  nocturnal  pains  more  severe :  pupU  believe  that  this  symptom  cannot  by 

very  i^egular,  and  the  deposit  of  lymph  in-  ^^^^  ^e  considered  as  diagnostic 

?T^-j  jT'^f'^i^i!^     ^°"^®  of  the  disorder  alluded  to. 

foul,  and  the  bowels  confined.    He  was  now  mj^g  bodilv  nowers  of  all  the  patients 

ordered  two  grams  of  calomel,  with  a  third  of  ^   y   knU  depressed,  and  acooid- 

a  gram  of  opium,  three  times  a  day,  with  the  .^   71     j"  *  ^Jil^A\2.     *    ^li\L 

hL  omtmLt  i^d  opium  to  the  temple,  ^^gh  t^e  diet  oidwed  w«s  nutntioai 

and  belladonna  to  the  eyebrow  night  and  without  being  stimulatmg.    The  satw^ 

morning.  factory   progress  of   the  cases   would 

25th.— The  mouth  has  become  rather  sore,  fairly  lead  us  to  infer  that  a  depleting 

and  an  improvement  is  visible  m  the  eye ;  treatment,  as  Still  f^her  tending  to 

the  hypopyon  b  much  less,  and  he  is  more  lower  the  vis  vt/ir,  would  have  been 

free  from  pain ;  but  the  iris  is  ezceedin^ly  injurious ;  indeed,  in  Bartlett's  case,  half 

dull,  and  the  pupil  very  irreguhu- :  the  in-  a  pint  of  ale  daily  was  ordered  with 

flammation   of    the   sclerotic   diminished,  much  advantage,  although  the  local 

Ordered  to  go  on  with  the  same  treatment,  symptoms  were  severe. 

29th.— -Much  better ;  vascular  sone  has  j  believe  that  I  have  touched  upon 

nearly  disappeared;   the  pupil  and  iris  are  ^^  j^^^  laomtA  of  interest  relating  to 

much  dearer,  although  the  irrcg^anty  of  ^^jg  subject,  and  wiU  not  further  cx- 

the  pupil  is  httle  altered :  neither  hypopyon  ^^^^  ^^^  communication.     My  next 

nor  aquo.capsalitjs  remains.  willhavefor  its  object- Purulent  Oph- 

July  2d. — ^With  the  exception  of  the  irre-  .,    ,     •          .,           i_  ._  .^^  t^a.^*- 

gnlim^  of  the  pupil,  Jl  the  .ymptoms  have  «*»«!«"»  as  It  appears  in  the  Infent. 

n«^,di-H,p.««i,a«taa«nm.tUm»fthe  6.£jjkC«ug.  KJ;jy«ta,e. 

tsclerotic  IS  gone,  and  the  bnUiaDcy  of  the  **                      ^ 
iris  has  returned. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^^^    modern   magnetizers   in  France. 

There  is  nothing,  therefore,  in  these 

Fndatf,  August  6,  1841.  exhibitions,  from  which  any  member 

of  our  profession  would  derive  either 

" Licet  oranibna,  licet  ctiam  mihi,  di^itatem  instruction  or  surprise;  he  wouM  find 

idr/i^r  Afedtoe  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  ia  .       .,                     ,                          -i-u       i, 

publicum  Bit,  dicendi  periculum  Don  recuso."  m  them  no  phenomena  witn  wnose 

CicBBo.  existence  he  is  not  familiar,  nor  any 

"—^  that  would  give  him  a  deeper  insight 

ANIMAL  MAGNETISM.  into  the  nature  of  the  influence  called 

We  have  attended  one  of  the  exhibitions  magnetic,  than  he  probably  already 

by  M.  Lafontaine,   at    the    Hanover  possesses. 

Square  Rooms,  and  should  have  given  With  the  public,  however,  the  case  is 
reports  of  his  proceedings,  had  not  that  different ;  to  them  the  phenomena  ajre 
task  been  already  performed  by  those  striking,  and  being  novel,  are  of  coarse 
for  whose  pages  things  having  but  little  thought  to  be  the  results  of  some  mar- 
connection  with  science  are  better  vellous  and  newly-discovered  influence, 
suited  —  we  mean,  the  newspapers.  Nor  would  it  be  easy,  till  more  stirring 
Through  their  medium  the  magnetism  events  than  are  now  occurring  engage 
of  M.  Lafontaine  has  already  become  a  their  attention,  to  convince  them  Df  the 
matter  of  notoriety ;  and  in  the  TimeSf  contrary,  or  to  prevent  their  being,  for 
the  accounts,  though  written  with  more  a  time,  cheated  out  of  their  common 
respect  for  the  marvellous  than  one  sense.  Till  some  more  diverting  amuse- 
accustomed  to  observe  in  medicine  ment  is  invented  for  the  loungers  about 
would  have  shown,  are  so  correct,  that  town  (of  whom  the  great  majority  of 
we  can  refer  our  readers  to  them  for  M.  Lafontaine's  spectators  are  com- 
the  apparent  facts  of  the  proceedings,  posed),  till  Parliament  meets,  or  till 
We  shall  only  say  that  the  impression  some  fearful  murder  is  committed,  or 
conveyed  to  our  minds  was,  that  M.  some  new  genius  in  music  or  in  acting 
Lafontaine  is  but  a  poor  magnetizcr,  or  appears,  animal  magnetism  will,  in  all 
rather  that  his  patients  are  of  an  in-  probability,  be  the  leading  topic  of  the 
ferior  class.  The  phenomena  which  day;  and  will  be  discussed  with  all 
they  exhibit  are  of  the  most  ordinary  the  curiosity  and  all  the  credulity  for 
kind;  they  are  merely  thrown  either  which  unemployed  Englishmen  have 
into  a  state  like  that  of  a  natural  som-  ever  been  remarkable, 
nambulist,  or  into  a  deep  cataleptic  To  make  that  part  of  the  public  by 
sleep,  in  which  they  are  insensible  to  whom  such  exhibitions  are  frequented 
such  impressions  as  the  pricking  of  judge  rightly  in  a  matter  of  science,  or 
pins,  or  a  slight  galvanic  shock,  and  in  to  make  them  believe  any  thing  to  be 
which  some  of  their  limbs  are  rigidly  less  marvellous  than  it  seems,  when 
fixed.  But  there  is  neither  eUnrvoyemce  their  discernment  is  flattered  if  they 
nor  prevoyance,  nor  the  development  disbelieve  the  truth,  is  what  no  rea- 
of  any  extraordinary  power  of  the  sonable  man  would  undertake.  If  it 
muscles,  or  of  the  imagination,  or  of  were  desirable,  it  would  not  be  diflicult 
the  invention.  The  phenomena  are  far  to  show  the  fallacy  which  lies  at 
less  striking  than  those  produced  in  the  foundation  of  a  belief  in  animal 
the  patients  of  either  Dr.  Elliotson  or  magnetism — that  is,  in  the  possession 
the  Baron  Dnpotet,  and  of  course  far  by  any  person  of  a  power,  x^eculiar  and 
less  marvellous  than  those  to  which  we  else  unknown,  by  which  lie  can  pro- 
recently  referred  as  forming  the  staple  of  duce   in  others    conditions   in   which 
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their  senses  are  displaced,  or  any  of  or  themselves  deceived;  of  foUy  or  dis- 
their   faculties    marvellously   exalted,  honesty,  each  in  its  highest  degree, 
We  believe  that  every  rational  meui,  they,  by  the  very  fact  of  their  profes- 
accustomed  to  observe  diseases,  finds  sion, convict  themselves;  for  the  effects^ 
in  the  real  facts,  of  magnetism  no  more  in  which  they  declare  their  belief,  hate 
than  the  results  of  diseased  conditions,  repeatedly,  and  in  spite  of  them,  failed 
whose  natural  occurrence  is  well  known,  of  being  produced  before  competent 
though  rare,  and  which  are  produced  in  witnesses.  To  adduce  but  one  example — 
those  who  are  unfortunately  subject  the  great  majority  of  magnetizers  be- 
enough  to  such  influences,  by  various  lieve  that  patients  can  see  by  other 
impressions  on  the  mind.  means  than  eye-sight ;  yet  though  M. 
The  question  so  incessantly  put,  "  Is  Burdin  has,  for  the   last  two  years, 
there  any  thing  in  animal  magnetism?"  offered  a  handsome  premium  to  any 
cannot  be  answered  so  indefinitely  as  it  one  who  will  bring  him  a  somnam- 
is  asked.  If  it  be  meant  to  ask  whether,  bulist  that  can  read  after  her  eyes  are 
in  the  exercise  of  animal  magnetism,  blindfolded,  to  his  and  others'  satisfac- 
there  be  employed  any  force  different  tion,  none  of  the  many  who  have  tried 
firom  those  which  are  in  operation  every  to  gain  the  reward  have  ever  succeeded, 
day,  or  deserving  to  be  called  by  any  In  every  case   the  failure  has  been 
other  name  than  the  force  of  imagina-  signal,  and  has  manifestly  been  due, 
tion,  or  of  imitation,  or  of  fear,  or  of  not  to  an  accidental  defect  of  magnetic 
some  commonly  employed  impression  power,  or  any  such  thing,  but  to  the 
on  tlie  mind,  no  one  need  hesitate  to  difiUculty  of  accomplishing  the  trick  of 
answer,  No.    There  are  in  the  facts  of  displacing  the  bandage  from  over  the 
animal  magnetism  no  other  things  than  eyes,  when  all  the  movements  neces- 
were  known  before  it  was  invented ;  no  sary  for  that  purpose  were  accurately 
others  than  have  been  often  seen,  both  watched.    These  facts  admit  of  no  dis- 
before  and  since,  in  diseases  over  which  pute;  and  if,  after  knowing  them,  any 
no  pretended  magnetic  influence  had  person  can  still  put  faith  in  the  asser- 
ever  been  exercised;  no  others  than  tions   of   these    extraordinary  results 
exist  in  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  being  produced  by  magnetic  influence, 
catalepsy  and  somnambulism,  as  they  he  must  surely  be  insane  in  the  love  of 
occur  in  those  diseased  from  natural  error. 

causes.  But  if  the  same  question,  "  Is  there 

On  this  too  much  stress  cannot  be  any  thing  in  animal  magnetism  ?''  only 

laid, — the  facts  of  animal  magnetism  means,  *'  Do  the  persons  professing  to 

are  not  new,  nor  peculiar  to  it;  and  magnetize  possess  any  power  of  throw • 

the  novel  effects  to  which  it  pretends  ing  others  into  states  of  sleep,  or  cata- 

to  give  rise,  the  seeing  without  eyes,  Icpsy,  or  somnambulism  ?"  it  would  be 

the  discernment  of  internal  diseases  in  unwise  to  answer  it  with  an  uncondi- 

the  patients  themselves  or  in  others,  tional  negative.    There  are  undoubt- 

^e  power  of  prophesying  deaths  and  edly  some  unfortunate  persons,  weak 

other  events,  the  peculiar  discernment  and  excitable  girls  especially,  in  whom 

of  metals,  the  magnetizing  of  inanimate  these  conditions  may  be  produced  by 

objects,  the  cure  of  organic  diseases —  any  thing  that  strongly  affects  their 

all  these,  and  aU  like  them,  are  falla-  minds,  and  more  particularly  by  any 

cies.    For  those  who  believe  or  profess  thing  which  they  have  known  to  pro- 

them,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  duce  the  same  effects  in  others  or  in 

regard  them  as  either  gross  deceivers  themselves    before.     Such   a    patient 
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once  affected  by  what  she  has  deemed  periments  are  in  danger  of  failing ;  and 

an  extraordinary  or  even  a  supernatural  although  we  fully  admit  the  poasibilily 

influence,  is  afterwards  completely  in  ofphenomena,  such  as  insensibility,  8om> 

the  power  of  her  magnctizer ;  each  time  nambulism,  and  so  on,  being  produced  at 

that  she  is  acted  on,  the  mind  becomes  will  in  certain  persons;  we  should  not, 

weaker  and  less  capable  of  resistance,  without  close  inquiry  and  examination, 

if  there  be  any  desire  to  make  it ;  till  believe  in  the  genuineness  of  even  these 

at  last  the  phenomena  of  the  fit  may  ordinary  phenomena,  in  persons  influ- 

even  surpass,  though  they   will  not  enced  by  any  professor  of  the  art,  who 

differ  in  kind  from,  those  known  in  the  came  without  good  credentials  of  his 

strangest  natural  catalepsy  or  somnam-  respectability. 

bulism.    Yet  in  all  this  there  is  no        It  is  a  very  bad  sign  of  the  character 

new  power  employed  or  engendered :  of  any  thing  that  pretends  to    be  a 

in  all  ages  effects  similar  in  kind  have  science,  when  its  professors  call  upon 

been  produced  confessedly  by  mental  the  public  to  be  judges  of  it ; — to  a 

excitement,  and  none  know  better  than  man  with  no  more  caution  than   is  es- 

the  magnetizers  themselves  that  their  sential  to  one  looking  after  truths  such 

manipulations  are  only   essential,  be-  a  proceeding  is  at  once  sufficient  to 

cause  the  patients  believe  them  to  be  brand  it  with  a  strong  suspicion   of 

so,  and  regard  them  as  the  sources  of  imposture.    And  this  suspicion  is  in- 

the  strange  influence.  creased  almost  to  certainty  when  any 

The  influence  of  impressions  on  the  professed  science  has  been  repeatedly 

mind,  as  the  sole  and  sufficient  means  by  before  the  public,  and  repeatedly  exa- 

which  are  produced  all  the  magnetic  ef-  mined    and    discussed    by  competent 

fects  that  are  true,  is  abundantly  proved,  judges,  and  has  yet  made  no  permanent 

In  the  times  which  the  magnetizers  speak  progress  either  in  the  certainty  of  its 

of  as  the  earliest  of  the  practice  of  their  evidence  or  in  the  number  and  impor- 

art,  these  were  the  only  agents  em-  tance  of  its  supporters.    This  want  of 

ployed,  and  they  produced  effects  which  progress  has  been  peculiarly  the  lot  of 

modem  manipulations  have  not  sur-  animal  magnetism ;  nor  would  a  person 

passed:  the  history  of  fanaticism  has  ofordinary  discernment  in  such  matters 

fbcts   &r  more  marvellous    than    M.  need  more  than  the  knowledge  of  its 

Lafontaine's.    By  the  first  commission  history  to  convince  him    that    there 

of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris  must  be  some  great  fallacy  in  it.    It 

also,  the  energetic  influence  of  the  imagi-  has  fewer  disciples  now  than  in  the  time 

nation  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt :  of  Mesmer ;  and  among  them  there  are 

patients    exhibited   the    same    effects  fewer    than    ever  of   men   who    can 

whether  they  were  magnetized  or  not,  lay  any  pretension  to  the  possession  of 

provided  they  believed  they  were  so.  sound  judgment :  the  facts  in  its  favour 

In  subsequent  years,  and  especially  by  are  not  more  numerous  nor  more  cogent : 

M.  Bertrand,  himself  for  a  long  time  a  it  has  led  to  no  general  rules,  no  useful 

believer  in  magnetism,  the  same  influ-  applications ;  it  has  been  found  to  ex-* 

ence  has  been  repeatedly  shewn ;  and  ercise  no  more  general  influence,  and 

if  there  be  any  change  in  the  charac-  to  have  no  more  connection  with  any 

ter  of  modem  magnetism,  it  is  only  other  science,  than  it  was  supposed  to 

that  now  there  is  much  more  intentional  have  at  its  first  invention.    In  a  word, 

deception.      The  late  proceedings  in  as  a  science,  it  has  not  made  in  the  last 

France  have  sufficiently  proved  the  rea-  sixty  years  one  step, 
diness  of  magnetizers  there  to  resort  to        Now  it  is  ridiculous  to  refer  this  to 

any  attempt  at  a  juggle,  when  their  ex-  the  incredulity  of  the  public,  or  to  the 
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bigotry  of  men  of  science,  or  the  pre-  dare  to  assimilate  themselves  to  these 

judices  of  the  interested.     In  the  same  great  men  in  being  opposed,  why  have 

period  during  which  animal  magnetism  they  not  loiig  since,  with  every  ad  van  • 

has  made  no  progress,  nearly  every  true  tage  of  modem  times  and  circumstances, 

science  has  had  its  field  enlarged  more  proved  themselves  yet  more  like  them 

than  in  any  preceding  period  of  double  in  triumphing  ?    For  this  simple  rea- 

the  extent,  and  those  only  have  not  made  son — that  in  animal  magnetism  there 

such  progress  which  before  were  nearly  is  no  discovery  to  be  made,  no  fact  of 

perfected.    In  this  same  period,  che-  which  the  like  has  not  been  long  known, 

mistry  and  electricity,  and  magnetism  no  force  which  has  not  been  longexerted. 

proper,  have  risen  from  being  hardly  It  is  now  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  its 

more  than  collections  of  strange  facts  practice  having  passed  into  the  hands 

to    the    rank    of    certain    sciences;  of  those  who  make  money  by  the  public 

and    why,     if  there   be    any    truth  exhibition  of  its  unfortunate  victims,  it 

in   it,  has   animal   magnetism   alone  will  soon  cease  even  to  pretend  to  be  a 

stood  still  ?    As  for  the  prejudices  of  science.    It  may  then  be  turned  to  the 

the  public,  has  not  the  same  period  of  only  use  of  which  it  is  capable ;  its 

years  just  passed  seen  more  customs  facts,  if  they  can  be  winnowed  ^m  its 

willingly    abolished,    more   improve-  falsehoods,  will  afford  an  interesting 

ments,  more  reforms,  more  applications  volume  of  evidence  on  the  efiects  of 

of  science  to  the  e very-day  affairs  of  impression  on  the  mind. 

life,  than  ten  times  the  number  of  years  ; 

in  any  preceding  age  ?    For  the  wil-  uquOR  HYDRIODATIS  ARSENICI 
lingness  of  medical  men  to  admit  im-  j^  HYDRARGYRI 

provements  during  the   same  period,  „        ^  -    ,      ,.  I 

*^     ,        J  Jr  •   *  X    !u'  Thb  efficacy    of  the  Liguor  Hydriodaits 

need  we  do  more  than  pomt  to  the  es-  ^^^^  ^^  Hydratgyri  i^  the  ti4tmei)t  of 

tablishment  of  vaccination  after  a  few  psoriasis,  lepra,  and  lupus,  has  lately  been 

years'  partial  opposition  ;  to  the  use  of  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  profession, 

the  steth^cope   now  so  general,  to  jje^i^"' ^^..^.^^0'^.'^^^' 

a  thorough  and  repeated  reformaUon  by  Mr.  Donovan  for  the  preparation  of  this 

of  nearly  every  part    of   physiology,  compound,  and  the  directions  for  its  use,  are 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  predomi-  ?  f'''|°T* '-"  T^*^"""   *.°^,.??^'.°' 

.  «  «    1      «    li.  i_  finely  lengated  metalhc  arsenic,  15 •38  grains 

nant  character  ofthe  last  half  century  has  ^  mercury,  and  50  grains  of  iodine,  with 

been  the  love  of  novelty,  the  avidity  for  one  draehm  measure  of  alcohol,  until  the 

discovery;  no  period  could  be  imagined  ?"«  ^  ^"«  ^nr.  and,  from  being  deep 

-    .,       -  '    ,  1     ^.         if  brown,  has  become  pale  red.     Pour  on  eight 

better  for  the  promulgation  of  a  new  ounces  of  distilled  water ;  and  after  trituia- 

science ;  for  nothing  but  inherent  error,  tion  for  a  few  moments,  transfer  the  whole 

and  that  of  the  most  obvious  kind,  can  ^  «  ^•^^ ;  add  half  a  drachm  of  hydriodic 

.     .,         ..  1 u:^j«.  4U«  •-«*«♦  "cid,   prepared  by  the  acidification  of  two 

m  these  times  long  hinder  the  accept-  g«i;,*  of  iodine,  and  bott  for  a  lew  mo- 

ance  of  a  new  doctrine.  ments.    When  the  solution  is  cold,  if  there 

It   is    as    absurd,    therefore,    as    it  beanydcficicncyof  the  original  eight  ounces, 

.     .         :%     t,    t      ^ ^i^^^  *^  -««Tr  make  it  up  exactly  to  that  measure  with  dis- 

IS  impudent,  for  magnetizers  to  rank  ta^dwatir;  finally,  filter.    The  theory  of 

themselves  with  the  persecuted,   and  this  process  need  scarcely  be  adverted  to. 

to   place    themselves     in    the    same  By  the  long-continued  trituration  of  arsenic, 

list  with   Han,ey.  and   Galileo,  and  ^J^^^t^Z^'^Zt^-Z 

Jenner:    the    opposition    that    these  mass,  by  soluUon  in  water,  is  converted  into 

met  with  was  speedily   beaten  down,  an  hydriodate  of  arsenic  and  mercury.    The 

and  served  only  to  demonstrate  the  ST^'J!"  "'  ^J^  "f^  T  ~/'*i"^' 

•^  that  when  converted  mto  protoxides  by  de- 
force  of  their   truth.     If  magnetizers  composition  of  a  portion  of  the  wtter  in 
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which  they  art  dissolved,  there  will  be  eight  been  lately  recorded.     I  hope  the  praifbsaoa 

grains  of  protoxide  of  arsenic,  and  sixteen  of  will  fayour  me  with  other  statementa,  ac- 

protoxide  of  mercury.       The  quantity  of  cording  as  the  effects  of  this  medicxne  beeoic^ 

water  is  such  that  each  drachm  measure  of  more  Imown.    They  shall  be  pvblisbed  fnm. 

the  solution  will  contain  exactly  one-eighth  time  to  time.     And  as  the  employment  • 

of  a  grain  of  protoxide  of  mercury.     I  con-  various  processes  might  lead  to  das^eroni 

ceive  that  the  quantity  of  mercury  ought  to  consequences,  I  entreat  medical  men  to  }* 

be  double  that  of  the  arsenic,  in  order  to  en-  certain  that  the  formula  I  have  givoi  ■*^'' 


sure  a  slow  and  moderate,  yet  adequate  mer-  be  rigidly  followed  in  its  preparation.     It 
curial  action^  along  with  the  proper  effect  of  would  be  a  pity  that  the  character  of  the 
the   arsenic.      Of  this    liquor  hydriodatit  remedy  should  suffer  tiirough  an j  error  ia 
arfent'ct  et  hydrargyria  each  drachm  mea-  its  mode  of  production.   The  teat  of  its  per- 
sure  consists  of — ^water,  one  drachm ;  pro-  fection  is,   that  the  whole   of  the   iodtctf, 
toxide  of  arsenic,   one-eighth  of  a  grain;  arsenic,  and  mercury,  shall  disappear  and  be 
protoxide  of  mercury,  one-fourth  of  a  grain  ;  dissolved  during  the  process  of  preparing  it 
and  iodine  (converted  into  hydriodic  acid)  This  cannot  happen  unless  the  three  deBienU 
four-fifths  of  a  grain.      The  colour  of  the  employed  had  been  chemically  pure,  and  ua- 
solution  is  yellow,  with  a  pale  tinge  of  green ;  less  the  trituration  had  been  sufficiently  loaf 
its  taste  is  slightly  styptic.     It  cannot  be  continued.   The  colour,  in  a  short  time  aftff 
properly  conjoined  with  tincture  of  opium,  the  liquid  is  prepared,   should  be   golden 
or  with  sulphate,  muriate,  or  acetate  of  mor-  yellow,  and  the  sp.  g^.  1'02.    I  haTe  known 
phia  ;  for  all  these  produce  immediate  and  one  instance  in  which  this  medicine  had  been 
copious  precipitates  in  it.     Hence,  if  opiates  attempted  to  be  produced  by  sabstitatiac 
are  to  be  used  during  the  exhibition  of  this  common  white  arsenic  of  commerce  in  place 
arsenico-mercurial  compound,  they  must  be  of  re-sublimed  metallic  arsenic ;   it  is  almost 
taken  at  different  periods  of  the  day.    Tine-  needless  to  observe  that  the  former  aabstance 
ture  of  ginger  produces  no  bad  effect.     The  does  not  answer  the  purpose.     If  any  re- 
following  formula  is  proper: —  mains  after  the  boiling,  part  of  it  will  be 
Liquoris  Hydriodatis   Arsenici    et    Hy-  arsenic,  and  where  so  small  a  quanHty  is 
drargyri,  5ij. ;  Aquie  Dislillat®,  liiiss.;  made  use  of.  not  a  particle  can  be  spared  to 
Syrupi  Zingiberis,  Jss.    Misce.   Divide  gotowaste."--jB</mA./<mr.o/Jf«f.5Wflirf. 


in    haustus    quatuor.     Sumatur   unus 
mane  nocteque. 


TREATMENT  of  URINARY  FISTUL-E. 


Thus,  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  protoxide  n  ui  t* 
of  mercury  would  be  taken  in  each  dose,  "^  "*■'  R^co^o. 
along  with  two-fifths  of  a  grain  of  iodine,  At  the  meeting  of  the  Academic  de  Mt  de- 
which,  being  in  the  state  of  combined  hy-  cine  on  the  20th  of  April,  M.  Rioord  pre- 
driodic  acid,  will  be  much  diminished  in  gcnted  a  patient  whom  he  had  cured  of  a 
energy  of  medical  effect.  This  is  no  doubt  urethral  fistuhi,  situated  at  the  infisrior  part 
the  proper  dose  to  begin  the  exhibition  of  of  the  penis,  by  means  of  an  opening  made 
arsenic  with,  but  it  will  be  soon  necessary  into  the  membranous  portion  of  the  nrethn. 
to  increase  it.  The  division  into  draughts  through  which  he  introduced  a  catheter  into 
is  here  necessary :  first,  to  insure  accuracy  the  bladder.  This  catheter  he  allowed  to 
in  the  dose,  so  essential  in  the  case  of  this  remain  ;  and  when  the  urine  had  ceased  to 
active  medicine;  and,  next,  to  prevent  injury  flow  through  the  primary  fistula  (which  was 
to  the  ingredients  by  the  use  of  a  metallic  not  till  after  two  months  had  elapsed),  M. 
spoon  as  a  measure,— the  general  way  in  Ricord  revivified  its  edges,  and  then  united 
which,  unfortunately,  the  dose  of  a  medicine  them  with  sutures.  When  the  union  was 
is  determined."  (^Dublin  Jour,  qf  Med,  completed,  the  urine  again,  took  its  normal 
Science,  vol.  xvi.  p.  277.  Nov.  1839.)  course,  and  the  opening  made  in  the  pen- 
Since  the  pubUcation  of  the  memoh-  from  ncum  soon  after  cicatrised.— L*i?«y«rt«i<y, 
which  we  have  now  quoted,  Mr.  Donovan  Avril  22   1841. 

has  published  the  opinions  of  various  profes-  . 

sional  friends,  regarding  the  importance  and 

efficacy  of  this  new  remedy.     After  giving  ON  THB 

their  communications  at  length,  he  makes  DEAF  AND  DUMB  IN  THE   DUCHY 

the  following  observations : — **  In  several  of  |^»  mptmt'MPW 

the  reported  cases,  it  may  be  observed  that  "'   jnjiixNiriujir*. 

slight  ptyalism  was  induced.    This  is  not  to  By  Dr.  Jahn. 

be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  recollected  that 

the  mercury  is  exhibited  in  solution,  and  In  some  statistical  researches  respecting  the 

thnt  arsenic  itself  is  capable  of  acting  on  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  his  country,  the  author 

mouth.     Of  the  latter  fact  on  instance  has  has  published  the  relations  which  exist  be- 
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tween  the  population  of  some  countries  and    The  following  is  the  interesting  table  relating 
the  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  among  them,     to  thia  subject : — 


■ 

Year  of 

Deaf 

« 

Proportion  of 

ODuntries. 

Census.  ,^5. 

Population. 

Deaf  and  Dumb 
to  Population. 

Switzerland         .... 

•  ■  a 

8005 

2,200,000 

1  :275 

Weimar        .             .             .             .       . 

1834 

334 

238,672 

1  :  715 

Sardinia               .... 

1834 

4862 

3,675,327 

1  :  756 

Altenburg    .     '        .             .             .       . 

1836 

103 

120,514 

1  :  1170 

Lower  Canada     .             .             .             . 

1831 

408 

511,917 

1  :  1255 

Prussia        .            .             .             .       . 

1834 

10239 

13,509,927 

1  :  1319 

Hanover             .... 

1833 

1111 

1,642,807 

1  :  1479 

Saxony         .             .             .             .       . 

1836 

1094 

1,626,000 

1  :  1486 

Denmark             .... 

1834 

630 

1,223,807 

1  :  1943 

Brunswick   .             .             .             .       . 

1835 

125 

253,232 

1  :  2026 

United  States  (New  York  excepted) 

1830 

5223 

10,952,094 

1  :  2097 

Belgium               .... 

1835 

1900 

4,154,922 

1  :  2187 

Holland 

... 

1098 

2,400,000 

1  :  2204 

It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  coun- 
tries with  high  mountains  and  low  valleys 
have  more  deaf  and  dumb  than  the  low  and 
level  countries ;  and  this  rule  is  confirmed 
when  we  examine  particular  provinces.  Ac- 
cording to  some,  moisture  also  contributes 
much  to  the  development  of  this  disease. 
This  assertion  may  be  true  when  the 
moisture  is  united  with  other  circumstances, 
such  as  the  elevation  of.  mountains,  &c. ; 
but  it  is  not  true  of  level  countries,  such 
as  Belgium  and  Holland.  According  to 
Schubler,  countries  in  which  the  waters  are 
saline  and  selenitic  have  many  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  goitres  and  cretins ;  and  the  ten- 
dency of  these  several  circumstances  in 
favour  of  this  condition  is  confirmed,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Jahn,  by  the  topography  of 
the  duchy  of  Meiningen. 

As  to  the  relation  between  males  and 
females  among  the  deaf  and  dumb,  it  has 
been  determined  that  it  is  as  10  to  9  in 
Meiningen ;  but  from  the  following  table  by 
M.  Schmals,  made  on  a  large  scale,  it  is  as 
4  to  3. 


174  were  so  from  Mrth,  and  18  had  con- 
tracted the  disease  at  a  subsequent  period. 
M.  Schmalx  gives  the  following  table : — 


Deaf 

From 
Birth. 

From  a 

Countries. 

and 

later 

Dumb. 

period. 

Saxony    .  .     . 

151 

77 

74 

Altenburg 

103 

82 

21 

Bavaria      .     . 

135 

79 

56 

Baden        .     . 

533 

240 

293 

Bohemia    .     . 

165 

77 

88 

Hamburgh 

11 

5 

6 

Rhine,  Prussia 

29 

16 

13 

Belgium     .     . 

1891 

1484 

407 

France       .     . 

238 

171 

67 

Denmark   .     . 

88 

54 

34 

Sardinia     .     . 

48 

27 

21 

England     .     . 

590 

498 

92 

United  States 

1443 

855 

588 

5425 

3665 

1760 

• 

Countries. 

Population. 

General 
Proportion  of 

Deaf  and 
Dumb  Males 
to  Females. 

Saxony 

Altenburg 

Prussia 

l}miU. 
13* 

100:  74 
100:87 
100:  76 

Hanover 

If 

100:  76 

i  Holhmd 

2# 

100  :  75 

'  Belgium 
Canton  of  Zurich 

H 

i 

100  :  80 
100  :  91 

Denmark 

H 

100  :  87 

'  Sardinia 

H 

100  :  09 

Rome 


_5_ 


100 


/5 


Of  the  192  deaf  and  dumb  in  Meiningen, 


M.  Jahn  has  also  confirmed  from  the 
cases  in  his  own  country  the  facts  that  the 
majority  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  occur  in  poor 
families ;  that  it  is  only  very  rarely  that  we 
see  children  become  deaf  and  dumb  after 
their  seventh  year  ;  and  that  this  never 
happens  after  the  tenth. — Gazette  Medicale, 
Mai  20,  1841,  and  Haeser's  Arehiv  fur 
die  Geeammte  Medicin. 

ON  THE  FREQUENCY  OF  THE 
PULSE  IN  INFANTS. 

In  a  recent  work  by  M.  Jacquemier,  it  is 
stated  that  the  minimum  of  frequency  in  the 
pulse  of  new-born  infants  is  about  97^  and 
the  maximum  about  156.  Hallcr  fixed  it  at 
140,  and  ifoemmering  at  130.  Every  physi- 
cian is  well  aware  how  easily  the  pulse  of 
infants  is  rapidly  quickened  by  restlessness, 
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orying,  &c.,  and  that  the  only  accurate  way 
to  determine  it  is  to  feel  it  during  sleep.  In 
the  act  of  sucking,  the  breathing  is  hurried^ 
and  the  circulation  is  therefore  necessarily 
quickened  at  the  same  time.  Valleiz,  who 
seems  to  have  used  the  greatest  precautions 
to  avoid  all  sources  of  mistake,  states,  as  the 
results  of  his  examinations,  that  in  infants 
from  two  to  twenty  days  old,  the  minimum 
of  frequency  is  about  76,  and  the  maximum 
about  104.  We  may  therefore  consider  the 
medium  87  as  the  average  frequency  of  the 
pulse  at  this  period  of  life.  It  ims  been 
generally  believed  that  the  frequency  of  the 
pulse  diminishes  as  the  age  of  the  infant 
advances.  The  very  reverse,  however,  seems 
to  be  the  case,  according  to  the  experience 
of  this  author;  for  he  found  that,  at  seven 
months,  the  pulse  is  much  more  frequent 
than  during  the  first  week  after  birth,  and 
that  from  that  period  it  progressively  dimi- 
Dtshes  in  rapidity  to  about  the  sixth  year. — 
C3inique  dea  Maladies  de$  noweaus  «i^9,  par 
F,  Valleiz,  1833;  and  Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal  qf  Medical  Science. 

SENECIO  JACOBCEA. 

To  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette. 
Si&i 
Thx  last  number  of  the  Mbdical  Gazbtts 
contained  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gardner  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  Senedo  Jacobcea  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, from  which  it  would  appear  that  the 
preparations  of  that  plant  are  novel  additions 
to  the  Materia  Medica.     I  shall  feel  obliged 
by  your  informing  the  profession,  through 
the  medium  of  your  journal,  that  I  have,  for 
some  time  past,  prepared  both  the  Succus 
and  Extractum  Jacoboeae,  and  that  this  re- 
medy has  been,  to  my  knowledge,  tried  in 
cases  of  gonorrhoea  with  but  doubtful  suc- 
cess;  and  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  further 
experiments  as  to  its  efficacy,  and  having  a' 
considerable  quantity  of  these  preparations 
by  me,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  forward  a 
quantity  of  either  to  any  profisssional  gentle-  - 
man  who  may  be  induc^ed  to  moke  trial  of 
them. — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Bbntlkt. 
41,  Moorgate  Street,  Finsbnry. 

THE  FLEXIBLE  STETHOSCOPE. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 
Sm, 
Db.  G.  Bibd  having  declined  to  answer  the 
questions  addressed  to  him,  I  dose  this  cor- 
respondence by  contradicting,  with  the  con- 
currence of  my  estimable  friend.  Dr.  Stroud, 
the  statement  that  he  ever  presented  mc  with 
a  flexible  stethoscope. — Your  obedt.  servant, 

John  Burns. 
24,  Lower  Brook  St.,  Aug.  2, 1841. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LT8T  OF  OBNTLBHBK  WHO  HAVB  RECEfTBD 
CBRTIFICATB8. 

Thursday,  July  29,  1841. 

J.  W.  Turner,  Banstead.  Sarrcy.  —  J.  R. 
Withecombc—F.  H.  Peck,  Newmarket.— W.  S. 
Cortis,  Hull.-R.  6.  Wollaston,  Biihop*s  C^atle. 
— W.  E.  Johxison. 

A  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday^  the  24th  July,  1841. 

Small  Pox 14 

Measles is 

Scarlatina n 

Hooping  Cough  Qg^ 

Croup  ; : • 9 

Thrush , 5 

Diarrhoea ]« 

Dysentery i 

Cholera    , q 

Influenza 0 

Typhus    19 

Erysipelas s 

Syphilis  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Sense* . .    133 
Diseases  of  the  Lun<^s,  and  other  Organs  of 

^Respiration no 

Diseaaea  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vesads ....     16 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  70 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 

Childbed 

Ovarian  Dronsy  [[ 

Diseases  of  if teroa,  &c 

Rbeumntism 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 

Ulcer 

Fistula   '  " 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c ,','.', 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat ^ 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 56 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance        If 

Causes  not  specitfled  6 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 736 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  qf 

ft 

Thbrmombtbr. 


Wednesday  38 
Thursday  .  99 
Friday.  .  .  so 
Saturday  .  81 

August. 
Stmday  .  .    1 
Monday  .  .    3 
Tuesday    .    S 


from  54  to  70 


48 
49 
47 

46 
53 

57 


67 
68 
64 

65 

67 
69 


5l0  37'32"iV: 
GreentrteA. 

Aarombtbk. 

39*79  to  99*76 
39*73  a9iS8 
39.63  39-63 
39*55        39*58 


39.70 
39-88 
3966 


99*88 
39-76 
99*44 


Winds,  S.W.  and  N.W. 

On  the  38th,  and  two  followinfc  days,  generally 
clear.  The  31st  ult.  niomiDg  clear,  otherwise 
cloudy:  rain  in  the  afternoon.  The  1st  inat. 
generally  clear,  rain  in  the  momini;  and  after- 
noon. The  3d,  rooming  ch*ar,  otherwise  over- 
cast ;  rainine  heavily  daring  the  eveninr.  The 
3d,  a  /j^eneralovercast,  tainiuff  from  6  till  nearly 
minnisrht. 

Rain  fallen,  *56  of  an  inch. 
CH\Ri.Ea  Hbnry  Adams. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURBS  'Hie  patient  oompUixus  of  tore-throat.     If 

ON  THB  you  look  into  his  throat  you  will  commonly 

^««^.^*,..  •,»    »^  perceive   some    redness  of  the  vdum  and 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  uvula,  and  of  the  fauces  generally.    But 

PHYSIC,  there  is  a  degree  of  restlessness  and  anxiety 

jyeii^  «/  Km,;  c^u,e.  i^on,  t%t«Sft^l^.'~e^nS 

Sy  Dr.  Watsok.  earliest  of  the  symptoms  that  bespeak  danger, 

and  ought  to  excite  alarm,  is  difficulty  qf  de- 

fflutitionj  for  which  no  adequate  cause  is 

Lbcturb  XLV.  visible  in  the  fBuces  ;  and  to  this  is  presently 

added  difficulty  qf  breathtng,  for  which  no 

Acute Laryngttta.    Symptonu,  Treatment:  adequate  cause  can  be   discovered  in  the 

blood-letting,  bronchotomy,  mercury,  on.  thorax.    The  mode  and  character  of  the 

timony ;    anatomical  ckaraetere  qf  the  respiration  are  peculiar ;  it  is  attended  with 

dieease.    Causes.    Secondary  Larynyitie,  a  throttling  noise;   the  act  of  inspiring  is 

(Edema  of  the  GlottU.    Chrome  qfeetione  protracted  and  wheeling,  as  though  the  air 

qfthe  Larynx.  y,^  drawn  in  through  a  dry  narrow  reed. 

Tbb  disease  of  whbh  I  have  next  to  speak  If  you  ask  the  patient  what  is  the  eeat  of  his 

is  of  fiur  more  serions  character  than  tiiose  distress,  where  the  disease  is  situated,  he 

which  were  considered  in  the  last  lecture,  points  with  his  finger  to  the  pomum  adami. 

Cjfnanehe  larynyea,  or  acute  laryngitis,  has  If  he  coughs,  he  coughs  with  a  peculiarly 

proved  r^>idly  fatal  in  a  large  proportion  of  harsh,  stiidulous,  husky,  abortive  sound. 

the  instances  in  whidi  it  has  been  known  to  He  either  speaks  quite  hoarsely,  or  (what  is 

occur.     Yet,    when    the    patient    is    see^  more  common)  all  power  of  audible  voice  in 

tolerably  early,  and  the  nature  of  the  malady  the  larynx  is  lost,  and  he  speaks  by  means  of 

is  clearly  perceived,  and  the  source  of  peril  his  lips  and   tongue  only,  in  a  whisper. 

thoroughly  understood,  I  believe  that  our  art  There  is  tenderness  of  the  laryngeal  carti- 

is  sufficient,  in  most  cases,  to  rescue  the  lages ;  they  are  painful  when  pressed  exter- 

snfferer  from  the  fate  that  hangs  over  him.  nally.    The  face  is  flushed;  the  skin  hot  and 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  therefore,  dry ;  the  pulse  hard.    As  the  disorder  ad- 

that  you  should  be  able  to  recognize  laryngitis  vances,    the  patient's  general  distress  in- 

when  you  meet  with  it,  and  that  yon  should  creases ;  but  some  of  the  sjrmptoms  alter : 

comprehend  the  principles  according  to  which  his  countenance  becomes  paleor  livid,  anxious 

it  requires  to  be  treated.  and  ghastly  ;    his    eyes    protrude  ;    he  is 

What  is  laryngitis  ?     It  consbts,  as  that  miserably  unquiet,  impatient  for  some  relief, 

term  implies,  in  inflammation  of  the  parts  declares  or  makes  signs  that  he  wants  air, 

composing  the  larynx ;  and  especially  of  the  and  b«gs  that  the  windows  may  be  opened  : 

mucous  membrane  that  covers  the  laryngeal  and  if  he  does  not  obtain  timely  reUef,  he 

cartilages,  including  the  epiglottis,     llie  in-  perishes — he  dies  strangled. 

flammarionmay  be,  and  sometimes  is,  exactly  The  pathology  of  this  terrible  disease  is 

limited  to  the  larynx  ;  but  frequently  it  ex-  extremely  simple.     The  membrane  covering 

tends  also  to  the  posterior  fauces,  the  velum  the  interior  surface  of  the  instrument  of  the 

palati,  and  the  tonsils.  voice  suffers  inflammation.     One  effect  of 

Symptoms  qf  laryngitis. — ^The  symptoms  inflammation   in  mucous  membranes  is  a 

of  acute  inflammation  of  the  larynx  are  these,  thickening  of  those  membranes ;  they  become 

715.— XXVIII.  3  D 
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targid  and  swollen.     Another  frequent  effect  him  at  the  same  moment  to  maVe  a  coi^^faing 

is  the  efTnsion  of  serous  fluid  in  the  subjacent  effort,  you  may  sometimes  obtain  a  n^t  <^ 

cellular  tissue.     By  this  tumid  thickening  of  the  tumid,  red,  and  upright  Talve. 

its  lining  membrane,  the  chink  called  the  The  dyspnoea  is  constant  i  yet  tiiere  sre 

rima  glottidia  is  narrowed  :  it  is  still  farther  'pauses  of  comparative  ease  and  quiet ;  and 

diminished  in  breadth  whenever  the  mem-  there    are,  commonly,  periods    of    Bevere 

brane  w  lifted  and  protruded  by  infiltration  aggravation    and    urgent    distress.      It    ia 

of  the  tissue  beneath  it :   it  is  so  nearly  probable  that  the  permanent  narrowing  of 

closed  up,  that  air  cannot  pass  inwards  in  the  chink  by  the  inflammation  and  its  oon- 

suffident  quantity  to  sustain  the  vital  func-  sequences  is  firom  time  to  time  incfeaaed  by 

tions :  a  small  portion  only  of  the  blood  re-  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muselea  tikat 

turned  to  the  lungs  from  the  right  side  of  dose  the  glottis. 

the  heart  undergoes  the  requisite  change  firom  This  is  the  first  disease  that  has  come  be* 

venous  to  arterial.    The  miserable  patient  fore  us,  in  which  the  respiration  has  beca 

grows  drowsy  and  delirious,  and  dies  by  a  primarily  impeded.      If  you  call  to  mind 

slow  process  of  strongulation.     If  the  rima  what  was  stated  in  one  of  the  early  lectures 

glottidis  becomes  ^m'/eshut  up,  his  sufferings,  respecting  death  by  apncea,  you  will  be  at  no 

and  his  life,  are  quickly  at  an  end.  loss  to  understand  the  manner  in  which  life 

This  disease  affords  a  good  instance  of  the  is  destroyed  in  laryngitis, 
truth  which  was  announced  in  a  former  part  This  formidable  malady  has  always  existed ; 
of  this  course  of  lectures ;  viz.  that  the  for  you  may  trace  examples  of  it,  under 
danger  of  a  morbid  change  may  depend  en-  various  names,  even  in  the  writings  of  the 
tirely  upon  its  situation.  It  is  so,  eminently,  ancients.  But  it  is  only  in  recent  times  that 
with  laryngitis.  The  inflammation  is  some-  it  has  been  singled  out  from  the  rest  of  the 
times  limited  to  a  spot  of  membrane  not  enginie,  and  made  a  separate  object  of  stud j. 
bigger  than  a  square  inch.  If  a  square  inch  It  has  numbered  some  distinguished  medial 
and  no  more  of  the  same  membrane,  a  little  men  among  its  victims  :  Dr.  David  Pitcaimt 
lower  down  in  the  trachea,  were  inflamed  in  Sir  John  Macnamara  Hayes,  Sir  George 
the  same  manner  and  degree,  the  complunt  Tuthill.  The  celebrated  General  Washington 
would  be  quite  unimportant.  Cynanche  died  of  it.  VThen  it  has  caused  death  it  has 
laryngea  derives  all  its  peril  from  the  cir-  generally  run  a  rapid  course,  and  proved  fwiaH 
cumstance  that  the  inflammation  tends  to  before  the  fifth  day.  It  ha»  carried  the 
dose  up  what  may  well  be  called  the  janua  patient  off  in  less  than  twelve  hours, 
ot/ie.  The  part  affected  subserves  two  pur-  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  make 
poses :  it  is  the  organ  of  speech ;  and  it  an  accurate  diagnosis.  Laryngitis  is  easily 
forms  a  portion  of  the  channel  through  which  distinguished  from  cynanche  tonsillaris  by 
air  is  conveyed  from  without  into  the  lungs,  the  extreme  and  peentlar  dyspnoea  which 
Both  of  these  purposes  are  impeded  in  attends  it.  There  may  be  diflicnlty  of 
laryngitis.  Now  &e  animal  function  of  breathing  in  the  latter  disease,  fivmenormone 
speech  may  be  entirely  and  permanently  swelling  of  the  tonsils :  but  then  such  swell- 
suspended  without  any  danger  to  life.  The  ing  will  mostly  be  iri$ihU»  In  laiyugitis 
function  of  respiration,  which,  though  under  the  marks  of  inflammation  to  be  smu  on  in* 
the  influence  of  the  will',  is  an  organic  frinc-  spection  of  the  fauces  are  generally  slight 
tion,  will  not  bear  to  be  suspended  even  for  and  trifling,  and  quite  inadequate  to  expUda 
a  few  minutes ;  and  life  cannot  be  long  the  difficulty  of  swallowing.  Do  not,  how- 
sustained  when  it  is  much  impeded,  ever,  forget  that  laryngitis  may  tupertene 

The  difficulty  of  swallowing  is  a  remarka-  upon  cynanche  tonsillaris.     Again,  cynanche 

ble  symptom,  and  almost  idways  present,  laryngea    is    readOy    discriminated    fnun 

Yet  it  is  not  absolutely  universal ;  for  Mr.  cynanche  pharyngea  ;   in  which  complaint 

Lawrence  describes  a  case  in  which  it  did  not  there  is  great  pain  and  difficulty  in  deglutition ; 

occur.     It  appears  to  depend,  in  some  mea-  but  the  breathing  is  quite  free.     In  cynandie 

sure,  upon  the  tumid  and  tender  condition  trachealis,  or  croup,  which  I  shall  next  de* 

of  the  whole  membrane  which  is  common  scribe,   the  breathing  ir  affected,   and  the 

to  the  larynx  and  pharynx,  and  which  is  swallowing  it  not, 

pressed  upon  as  the  larynx  rises  in  the  act  of  Treatment:  Blood-letting, — ^What  is   to 

deglutition  :  but  this  symptom  depends  also,  be  done  for  a  patient  labouring  under  acvto 

and  in  a  greater  measure,  upon  the  state  of  the  laryngitis  ?    How  and  when  are  we  to  em* 

epiglottis,  which  is  often  enlarged,  and  fixed  ploy  the  great  remedy  for  acute  inflammation 

by  the  swelling  in  an  erect  position,  and  un-  — ^blood-letting  ?  or  are  we  to  employ  it  at 

able  to  execute  its  natural  valvular  office :  all  ?    These  are  points  concerning  which  it 

so  that  when  the  patient  makes  efforts  to  is  qtiite  necessary  that  your  minds  should  be 

swallow,  a  portion  of  the  food  or  drink  gets  prepared  and  prompt  to  decide.     If  you 

into  the  larynx,  and  a  paroxysm  of  dioaking  look  merely  to  the  resolte  of  the  recorded 

dyspncea  ensues.     By  pressing  down   the  cases  of  this  fearful  complaint,    you  will 

back  part  of  the  patient's  tongue,  and  getting  scarcely  find  an  answer  to  the  question.     In 
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some  of  tern  coptons  bleeding  appeared  to  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  rather  than  to 
sare  the  patienta :  in  others,  it  was  of  no  the  front  of  the  throat, 
service,  but  rather  seemed  to  accderate  their  .  In  the  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  me* 
death.  Sir  John  Macnamara  Hayes  snffered  dicine^  I  fear,  can  effect  but  little, 
two  attacks  of  cynanche  laryngea.  In  the  But  mrgery  may  be  more  succes^ul. 
first  he  was  freely  bled.  Dr.  Roberts,  of  BrvncAo^om^.— The  danger  arises  frooi 
Bishop  Stortford,  informs  us  that  the  first  the  mieehanical  obstacle  to  tiie  entrance  and 
bleeding  was  attended  with  etmtiderable  re*  exit  of  air  into  and  ih>m  the  lungs ;  and  this 
.  ii^f  the  second  also  with  num^eat  adpaU'  state  of  peril  admits  of  a  mechanical  remedy, 
tage ;  and  by  the  third,  hie  eqfkty  appeared  If  an  artificial  opening  be  made  between  thtf 
te  be  ensured.  Fifteen  years  afterwards  he  obstmcted  part  and  the  lungs,  the  air  is 
died  of  the  same  disorder,  for  which  he  was  again  freely  inhaled  and  freely  expelled ;  the 
again  bled  and  leeched,  under  the  care  of  the  blood  undergoes  the  vital  change  from  pur- 
late  Dr.  Baillie.  Washington  was  largely  pie  to  scarlet ;  and  the  patient  is  placed  in  % 
bled,  and  died.  Again,  a  Dr.  Francis,  of  condition  of  safety.  He  continues  to  respire 
New  York,  recovered  from  acute  laryngitis  through  the  hole  thus  drilled  in  the  trachea, 
after  copious  venesection.  It  is  evidently  until  the  inflammation  of  the  larynx  has 
needfbl  to  consider  and  determine  the  cir*  subsided ;  the  thickening  of  the  membrane 
cumstances  under  which  we  are  to  use,  or  to  disappearad  ;  the  submucous  infiltration 
withhold,  the  lancet.  been  re-absorbed ;  and  the  vocal  instrument 

Bleeding,  to  be  serviceable,  or  safe,  must  restored  to  its  natural  integrity ;  and  then 
be  performed  earlg.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  the  aperture  in  thewind>pipe  maybe  suffered 
disease  in  which  the  KWfoi  o^vr,  the  fleeting  to  heal,  and  the  patient  will  again  draw  his 
opportunity,  is  more  conspicnous  than  in  breath  through  its  natural  channels, 
this.  When  I  say  that  you  must  bleed  early  This  is  one  of  the  triumphs  of  the  healing 
if  at  all,  I  do  not  mean  that  you  are  to  reckon  art.  It  requires  a  knowledge  of  the  general 
so  many  days  or  hours  from  the  commence*  pathology  of  the  disease,  i.  e,  an  acquaintance 
ment  of  the  disorder ;  but  you  must  ascer-  with  the  facts  that  acute  inflammation  may 
tain  what  progress  it  has  made  {  for  it  travels  affect  the  larynx  almost  exclusively,  and  that 
sometimes  at  a  railroad-pace.  Yon  must  its  tendency  is  to  narrow  the  fissure  of  the 
look  to  your  patient's  actual  condition :  and  glottis,  and  destroy  life  by  suffocation.  It 
I  apprehend  that  your  practice,  in  respect  requires  &  knowledge  of  the  eymptom*  of 
to  blood-letting,  may  be  safely  guided  by  the  such  inflammation :  and  it  requires  an  aoou- 
following  rules.  If  there  be  high  inflamma-  rate  knowledge  of  all  the  essential  circum- 
tory  fever  present,  and  the  slda  is  hot,  the  stances  of  the  particular  case.  For  it  is  not 
pulse  firm  and  fall,  and  the  cheeks  are  red,  every  case  in  which  tiie  transit  of  air  through 
and  the  lips  florid,  you  may  bleed,  your  pa-  the  slit  in  the  larynx  is  hindered,  that  is  a  fit 
tient  with  decision  and  advantage.  But  if  ease  for  the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  Some 
his  powers  are  beginning  to  sink  under  the  years  ago  there  was  brought  to  me  by  a 
poisonous  influence  of  imperfectly  aerated*  surgeon  a  man  breathing  with  considerable 
blood,  if  bis  skin  be  cold,  or  even  coo>,  his  labour  and  constraint,  the  air  passing  through 
face  pale  or  leaden,  his  lips  blue,  his  pulse  the  larynx  with  an  audible  hissing  noise. 
small  and  feeble,  his  mind  wavering — ^you  The  surgeon  wished  *to  know  my  opinion  of 
will  do  no  good  by  blood-letting :  nay,  you  the  propriety  of  opening  tiie  patient's  wind- 
will  increase  the  debility  which  already  exists,  pipe.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
and  hasten  the  fatal  catastrophe.  there  was  ulceration  of  the  membrane  lining 

With  regard  to  local  blood-letting,  and  to  the  larynx,  with  thickening ;  that  the  cause  of 

oounter-irritation,  there  is  one  remark  make  the  sibilous  respiration  was  partly  mechanical, 

by  Dr.  Farre  of  much  practical  importance,  partly  spasmoidic ;    the  little  muscles  that 

It  is  a  common  practice,  in  affections  of  the  close  the  glottis  acting  with  injurious  energy 

throat,  to  apply  leeches  over  or  near  the  in  consequence  of  the  neighbouring  irritation  t 

laryngeal  cartilages,  and  afterwards  to  place  and  he  thought  tiiat  tUs  mischief  in  the 

a  blister  there.     Now  serous  infiltration  of  larynx  would  have  a  better  chance  ot  being 

the  neighbouring  parts  often  follows  leech-  repaired,  if  the  functions  of  the  organ  could 

bites ;  and  the  effect  of  a  blister  in  producing  be  for  a  time  suspended.     He  was  aware, 

serous  effusion  often  extends  beyond  the  however,   of  the  necessity  of  ascertaining 

skin ;   and  the  cartilages  of  the  throat  lie  what  was  the  condition  of  the  lunge;  and  hB 

very  near  the  surface ;  and  it  is  possibk  that  had  not  studied  auscultation  long  enough  to 

oedema  of  the  glottis  might  be  produced,  or  trust  his  own  ear  in  that  inaitter.      Hie 

augmented,  in  consequence  of  these  topical  patient  was  pale  and  thin,  and  emaciated  : 

remedies.     It  will  be  better,  therefore,  when  and  three  minutes  sufficed  to  convince  me 

we  wish  to  take  blood  locally,  to  take  it  by  that  his  lungs  were  extensively  disorganised, 

cupping  from  the  back  part  of  the  neck :  and  His  respiration  was  not  so  difficult  as  to 

when  we  desire  to  produce  counter-irritation ,  threaten  suffocation ;  he  was  not  dying  of  the 

it  will  be  prudent  to  lay  a  blister  on  Use  laryngeal  obstruction;  and  I  recommended 
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that  he  should  not  be  subjected  to  an  opiiBrm-        When  you  have  good  evidence  that  a  me- 
tion  which  might  curtail  his  existence,  but  chanical  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  air 
could  not  effect  a  cure.    The  man  died  soon  exists  in  the  larynx,  and  that  the  tubes  ^- 
after  ;    and  we  examined  his   body  toge-  yond  the  larynx  are  pervious  and   free ; 
ther.     There  was,  as  my  friend  had  supposed,  there  are  two  things  which  I  would  reoom- 
ulceration  of  the  membrane  near  the  chordse  mend  to  you.    First,  I  would  most  earnestly 
vocales,  and  the  lungs  were  full  of  suppurat-  advise  you  not  to  wait  too  Umg  before  yoo 
ing  or  softening  tubercles.     I  mention  this  propose  or  perform  tracheotomy ;   and  ae- 
case  to  shew  you  that  it  is  necessary  to  ascer-  condly,  never  to  omit  performing  It  imerely 
tain  the  condition  of  the  thorax  generally  because  it  may  appear  to  be  thai  too  iate^ 
before  we  perform  or  sanction  such  an  ope-  If,  in  the  acute  and  limited  disease,  an  arti- 
ration  as  tracheotomy.     Not  that  there  is  any  ficial  opening  be  made  while  the  patient's 
thing  very  formidable,  or  painful,  or  dan-  strength  is  yet  entire,  and  before  his  whole 
gerous,  in  the  operation  itself.    But  if  we  system  is  poisoned  with  venous  blood,   or 
cut  a  hole  in  a  patient's  throat,  who  is  sure  his  lungs  are  overwhelmed  with  mnguinf 
to  die  soon  after  of  some  other  incurable  congestion  and  serous  eff^on,  it  will  abnoat 
complaint,  we  shall  incur  the  risk  of  being  infidlibly  save  his  life.    But  if  the  sinking  of 
charged  with  having  killed  him.     Do  not  mis-  the  vital  power  has  got  beyond  a  certain 
understand  me,  however.     If  a  patient's  life  point,  tracheotomy  wiU  not,  in  that  ease, 
be  threatened  by  acute  laryngitis,  or  by  Uuryn-  rescue  hiin.     It  is  bad  and  foolish  practice 
geal  oedema,  and  we  are  sure  of  that,  and  if  to  wait,  and  try  other  methods,  and  postpone 
at  the  same  time  we  are  sure  that  he  carries  the  operation  as  a  latt  reeowree,  when  the 
a  mortal  disease  about  him.  we  are  not  for  circulation  is  evidently  loaded  with  unar- 
that  reason  to  let  him  die,  if  we  can  help  it,  terialized  blood.     In  my  own  case  I  should 
of  the  laryngitie :   any  more  than  it  would  choose  to  be  operated  on  early;  the  moment 
be  lawful  for  us  to  administer  a  drachm  of  that   I  found  early  blood-letting  vras  not 
prussic  acid  to  a  man  condemned  to  be  telling  upon  the  local  distress,  and  that  any 
hanged  the  next  morning.      But  we  must  shade  of  duskiness  became  perceptible  in  the 
state  the  whole  of  the  case  plainly  to  the  skin ;  just  as  I  should  dioose  to  be  operated 
patient's  friends,  and  propose  the  operation  upon  at  once  for  strangulated  hernia,  aflcr 
as  the  means,  not  of  effecting  an  absolute  one  ftir  attempt  had  been  made  by  a  skilAil 
cure,   but  of   staving    off  the    immediate  hand  to  return  the  bowel,  without  waiting 
danger.  till  inflammation  set  in,  or  had  been  eauacttf 
And  here  let  me  repair  an  omission  of  by  the  taxis.     On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do 
which  I  vras  guilty  when  speaking  just  now  not  see  your  patient  until  his  powers  are 
of  the  diagnosis.     My  object  was  to  guard  nearly  exhausted,  do  not  abstain  from  the 
you  against  mistaking  laryngitis  for  some  operation  even  though  you  may  feel  can- 
other  malady  :   but  I  must  also  warn  you  vinced  that  it  will  be  unsuccessful ;  for  if  it 
against  the  converse  error,  that  of  mistsking  does  not  save  life,  it  will  disarm  death  of  its 
some  other  malady  for  acute  laryngitis.     I  agony.     A  patient  will  lie  sometimes  fiar 
can^ssure  you  that  such  a  mistake  has  been  hours,  painfidly  labouring  for  breath  in  deep 
made ;  and  tracheotomy  has  been  performed,  and  strong  catches,  at  considerable  intervals 
too,  when  there  was  no  cGsease  in  the  larynx ;  from  each  other :  in  fact,  he  is  juftt  in  tfie 
and  the  practitioners  by  whose  authority  it  condition  of  a  man  with  a  cord  round  hia 
Viae  performed  have  been  ungenerously  re-  neck,    not  pulled    quite  tight  enough  to 
preached  for  their  error,  although  no  harm  suffocate  him  at  once.     Besides,   it  is  not 
beyond  the  slight  pain  and  inconvenience  of  always  easy  to  say  whether  the  period  of 
the  operation  resulted  from  it.    The  cases  possible  recovery  in  yet  gone  by.     I  had  a 
in  which  this  blunder  has  been  committed  female  patient  in  the  hospital  who  had  suf- 
have  nearly  all,   I  believe,  been  cases  of  fered  one  or  two  attacks  of  frightful  dysp- 
aneuriem  qf  the  thoracic  aorta,  which,  by  noea,  in  which  the  main  diffioUty  was  re- 
its  pressure  on  the  first  divisions  of  the  air-  ferred  to  the  larynx ;  but  she  had  rallied 
passages,  or  on  the  nerves  thereabouts  dis-  from  them  before  any  steps  could  be  taken 
tributod,  had  caused  that  kind  of  laboured  and  for  performing  tracheotomy.     On  the  next 
stridulous  breathing  which  is  characteristic  occasion,  however,  the  seizure  was  so  sudden 
of  laryngitis.     I  may  venture  to  say  that  no  and  rapid,  that  odthough  Mr.  Amott  was 
person  who  has  had  opportunities  of  edu-  luckily  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  before  he 
eating  his  ear  for  the  purposes  of  auscultation,  could  be  found  and  brought  to  her  bedside, 
and  has  made  a  proper  use  of  those  oppor-  the  woman  was,   to  all  appearance,  dead, 
tunities,  could  ever  overlook  such  a  compli-  Respiration    had    entirely    ceased.       This 
cation  as  this.     I  have  myself  seen  a  woman  quietude  of  the  larynx  rendered  the  opera- 
(I  mentioned  her  case  before)  whose  trachea  tion  more  easy.     Mr.  Amott  speedily  made 
was  laid  open  by  a  surgeon  while  she  was  an  opening  into  the  trachea ;  some  air  was 
suffering  under  mere  hysteria  ;    so  closely  blown  in  through  the  aperture,  and  theA 
did  that  disease  mimic  laryngitis.  pressed  out  again  ;  and  presendy  the  natn- 
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ml  respintioii  was  renewed.  The  woman  is  incomplete,  and  does  not  rapidly  augment, 
recovered;  the  orifice  healed  up,  and  she  the  respiration  continues  to  be  performed, 
left  the  hospital.  Three  or  four  months  however  imperfectly.  Meanwhile  the  brain 
afterwards  word  was  brought  that  she  had  gets  oppressed,  the  circulation  tends  to  stag- 
died  at  her  own  home  after  a  short  attack,  nate,  and,  above  all,  the  lungs  become 
and  when  there  was  no  one  at  hand  to  open  gorged  with  black  blood,  and  clogged  up  by 
her  windpipe.  We  got  permission  to  ei^a-  effusion  into  their  cells  and  substance, 
mine  the  body,  and  found  a  large  ulcer  in  Secondary  causes  of  apnoea  are  thus  esta- 
the  tradiea,  near  the  lar3mx ;  which  ulcer  blished,  which  do  not  cease  when  the  primary 
by  its  irritation  had  occasioned,  as  we  pre-  cause  is  at  length  removed,  by  unbarring  the 
sumed,  the  spasmodic  closure  of  the  glottis,  main  channel  for  the  admission  of  air. 
The  preparation  exhibiting  the  cUiseaftd  Whereas,  when  the  access  of  the  atmosphere 
parts  is  on  the  table  before  you.  You  see  is  suddenly  or  soon  shut  out,  the  lungs  are 
that  there  was  enlargement  of  the  thyreoid  not  thus  mortally  injured,  but  remain  capa- 
gland.  This  had  probably  nothing  to  do  ble  of  resuming  their  functions  when  they 
with  the  symptoms.  There  was  also  a  large  are  again  supplied  with  air. 
ulcer  in  the  left  bronchus.  Tracheotomy,   then,    will    be  the    most 

Mr.  Groodeve,  surgeon  to  the  Clifton  Dis-  likely  to  succeed,  while  the  patient  is  still 

pensary,  operated  on  a  patient  in  whom  '*  no  lively  and  strong ;  and  after  that  the  chance 

pulse  could  be  found  at  the  wrist;  his  face  of  success  will  be  worse  in  those  cises  in 

was  suffused  with  blood,  and  his  lips  livid ;  which  the  apncea  has  been  9I0W  in  its  pro- 

and  it  was  hard  to  say  whether  he  breathed  gress,  than  in  those  in  which  it  has  been 

or  not :"  yet  he  recovered.                      *  ngnd,      I  repeat  that,  in  threatening  cir- 

It  so  happens  that  there  is  at  present  cumstances,  the  operation  should  be  done 
(December  1838)  under  Dr.  Wilson's  care,  early  s  but  that  it  should  not  be  withheld, 
in  the  hospital,  a  woman  named  Slack,  who  through  despair,  at  any  period  of  the  disease, 
was  rescued  when  almost  in  artieulo  mortif,  The  effect  produced  upon  the  condition  of 
by  the  same  expedient.  She  had  chronic  the  patient  by  the  timely  formation  of  an 
disease  of  the  larynx ;  but  a  sudden  aggra-  artificial  glottis,  is  very  striking.  The 
vaiion  of  the  symptoms  occurred ;  she  be-  moment  that  the  scalpel  penetrates  the  rings 
came  stupid  and  comatose,  her  countenance  of  the  trachea,  air  begins  to  hiss  through  the 
was  cadaverous,  her  skin  covered  with  a  cold  incision ;  and  when  a  fair  opening  is  esta- 
clammy  sweat,  and  her  breathing,  which  blished,  and  a  full  inspiration  is  drawn  in 
had  been  stridulous  and  laryngeal,  had  al-  through  the  wound,  several  forcible  expi- 
most,  if  not  quite,  stopped.  For  a  little  rations  generally  succeed,  whereby  a  con- 
while  she  had  been  making  efforts  to  respire,  siderable  quantity  of  mucus  is  expelled, 
not  more  than  twice  in  a  minute.  Her  which  could  not  pass  the  contracted  aper- 
pnlse  was  intermittent,  and  extremely  feeble,  ture  of  the  natural  glottis.  Then  the  breath- 
In  this  state  the  house-surgeon  (Dr.  William  ing  soon  becomes  easy,  the  anxiety  and  dis- 
Meniman)  made  a  small  incision  in  the  skin  ,tress  are  followed  by  a  perfect  calm,  and 
over  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  then  thrust  a  usually  the  exhausted  sufferer  sinks  into  a 
large  trocar  into  the  tube.  Air  rushed  tranquil  slumber.  This  sleep  is  apt  to  be  from 
through  the  opening,  the  respiration  re-  timetotimeinterruptedby  thecloggfaig  up  of 
turned,  the  pulse  revived,  and  the  stupor  the  orifice  with  frothy  mucus.  It  is  requisite 
passed  away.  This  happened  on  the  10th  that  some  intelligent  person  should  remain 
of  October.  She  is  still  in  the  ward ;  the  by  the  patient,  to  assist  him  in  these  emer- 
aperture  has  closed  up ;  and  though  she  is  gencies,  or  he  may  still  be  throttled,  not- 
not  well,  she  is  living.  withstanding  the  apparent  prosperity  of  the 

What  is  the  reason,  you  may  ask,  of  these  operation, 

different  and  inconsistent  results  ?    How  is  When  a  sufficient  hole  has  been  made  in 

it  that  bronchotomy  shall  reanimate  one  the  instrument  of  the  voice  below  the  glottis, 

patient,  whose  last  breath,  but  for  its  help,  the  voice  of   course  becomes   extinct,   or 

was  already  drawn,  who  was  already  motion-  nearly  so  ;  and  the  patient  is  as  unable  to 

less  in  apparent  death ;  and  yet  shall  &il  to  utter  a  cough  as  he  is  to  use  vocal  language, 

sa^ve  another  patient,  who  is  still  alive  and  Now  this  it  ia  of  some  importance  to  notice, 

sensible  of  his  danger,  and  struggling  with  for  he  often  wants  to  cough,  in  order  to 

his  disease  ?     The  difference    depends,   I  clear  the  air  passages  of  mucus,  or  of  blood, 

make  no  doubt,  upon  the  time  that  elapses  by  which  they  may  be  embarrassed ;  and  he 

between    the   commencement    of   extreme  may  be  help^i  to  do  so,  or  taught  to  help 

dyspnoea,  and  the  performance  of  the  ope-  himself.      First  he  should  drew  in  a  full 

ration ;  upcm  the  slow  or  the  speedy  com-  breath,  and  then  stop  the  orifice  for  a  moment 

pletion  of  the  strangling  process.     And  this,  with  his  finger,  while  he  makes  the  expiratory 

i^ain,  obviously  depends  upon  the  manner  effort.     And  as  the  parts  within  the  larynx 

and  degree  in  which  the  passage  is  narrowed,  recover,  the  patient,  by  a  similar  manauvre, 

When  the  obstruction,  though  considerable,  may  enable  himself  to  speak  aloud. 
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At  actual  examples  are  more  interesting;  his  breathing  removed ;   and  pointiDg  to  tlie 
and  often  more  instnictiTe  than  ad  abstract  of  larynx  as  the  seat  of  his  diB^fess. 
results,  I  will  tell  you  in  a  summary  manner        The  operation,  imder  sadi  drcamatanees, 
the  history  of  a  case  of  laryng;itis,  which  is  by  no  means  an  easyone  to  perform.     Its 
occurred  in  one  of  my  hospital  patients,  in  difBculties  were  well  exemplified  in  this  p«-> 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1832.     He  was  an  tient.     In  the  first  place  be  was  ntting  up  ; 
old  man,  about  60.     His  name  was  Kent,  he  could  not  bear  to  be  placed  in  a  horiaoii- 
He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  bloated  with  tal  position.    Then  the  dyspncea  oanaed  liim 
anasarca,  which  was  most  conspicuous  in  his  instinctiTely  to  elevate  his  shooldersr   and 
legs  and  thighs.   His  breathing  was  laborious  sternum,  and  clavicles,  to  the  utmost,  so  that 
and  difficult,  and  attended  with  a  wheezing  the  trachea  was  sunk  deeply  into  the  thorax ; 
noise,  audible  at  some  distance.  He  could  not  and  the  lar3mx  was  in  constant  and  mpid 
lie  down :   he  had  a  hard,  but  not  full  pulse,  movement  up  and  down  with   a  plunging 
The  dropsical  swelling  had  come  on  suddenly  motion,  like  that  of  the  piston  of  a  steam 
five  or  six  days  before  i   and  in  the  outset  engine.     Sir  Charles,  after  some  tronble, 
his  face  (he  said)  was  so  pufied  up  that  he  succeeded  in  cutting  out  a  piece  of  the  oar* 
could  scarcely  see.     Hehad  been  bled  to  the  tilage;   for   a  mere  slit  did  not  suffice,  it 
amount  of  a  pint  and  a  half,  according  to  closed  tightly  during  every  inspiration,  al- 
ius own  account,  on  the  previous  evening,  though  it  was  open  enough  during  expira* 
I  had  a  vein  opened  immediately,  and  24  tion.     At  length,  when  the  air  was  freely 
ounces  of  blood  were  drawn ;   and  8  ounces  admitted,  the  breathing  became  gradually 
more  were  taken  from  the  chest  by  cupping,  easy.    I  shall  never  forget  the  whole  spec- 
He  was  thoroughly  purged  with  calomel  and  tacle :  there  sat  the  poor  man  gasping  and 
senna.     The  bleeding  gave  him  very  little  fighting  for  breath  i  his  face  covered  with 
relief,  so  fitf  as  the  respiration  was  concerned;  sweat,  and  wearing  the  most  anxious  ex- 
but  the  next  morning  the  anasarca  had  totally  pression.     By  and  by  what  I  have  called  an 
disappeared.     I  found  him  sitting  up  in  bed,  artificial  glottis  is  opened  for  him ;  and  pte- 
breathing  with  great  effort,  and  with  a  loud  sently  afterwards,  though  half  a  dozen  can- 
stridulous   noise   which  accompanied  both  dies  (as  Sir  Charles  has  himself  painted  the 
inspiration  and  expiration.     He  referred  all  scene)  are  held  dose  to  his  ftce,  to  throw 
his  uneasiness  to  two  points ;  one  of  these  light  upon  the  wound,  and  thou^  the  rar« 
was  the  larynx,  the  other  the  ensiform  carti-  geons,  their  hands  covered  with  blood,  are 
I^ge.     He  swallowed  with  great  pain  and  still  busy  about  his  throat,  making  arrange- 
difficulty ;  and  every  attempt  to  do  so  excited  ments  to  ensure  the  patency  of  the  orifice, 
a  fit  of  choaking  cough.     There  was  no  mor-  the  patient  falls  fast  asleep.     It  was  neoes- 
bid  appearance  visible  in  the  fgiuces ;   every  sary  to  place  an   assistant  behind  him  to 
part  of  his  chest  sounded  well  on  percussion,  prevent  Us  head  from  nodding  forwards,  and 
and  the  murmur  of  healthy  respiration  could  deranging  the    apparatus   in   the   woond. 
every  where  be  heard  in  the  lungs,  almost  Nothing  can  express  more  strongly  than 
drowned,  however,  in  the  louder  laryngeal  this  fact  the  great  distress  and  fatigue  which 
noise.     As  his  strength  was  entire  I  had  him  had  previously  existed,  and  the  perfect  relief 
again  cupped,    to  twelve  ounces,    at    the  afforded  by  the  operation, 
back  of  the  neck ;     and  prescribed  three        This  man  ultimately  got  quite  well :  and 
grains  of  calomel  every  three  hours.     He  he  has  since  shown  himself  occasionally  at  the 
also  inhaled  the  steam  of  hot  water.  Hospital,in  excellent  health.  There  were  two 

Upon  visiting  him  again  the  same  even-  or  three  points  about  the  caae  which  I  am  an- 
ing,  I  found  the  dyspnoea  increased.  Each  willing  to  pass  over  vrithout  notice.  It  vraa 
act  of  respiration  was  attended  with  a  loud  evident  that  aft^  the  opening  was  made  in 
croupy  noise.  His  countenance  was  begin-  his  windpipe,  he  still  breathed  in  part  through 
ning  to  be  anxious  and  ghastly.  He  was  the  rima  glottidis  also ;  for  the  stridnlooa 
restless ;  and  his  pulse  was  less  firm.  I  sound  did  not  wholly  cease.  The  aper- 
vras  so  convinced  that  the  operation  of  tra-  ture  was  formed  as  low  as  the  dream - 
cheotomy  was  the  only  thing  that  could  save  stances  of  the  case  appeared  to  permit :  the 
him,  and  that  it  could  not  be  safely  delayed,  tube  was  perforated  in  the  membranoua 
that  I  sent  to  request  that  Sir  Charles  Bell  space  between  the  thyreoid  and  cricoid  car- 
would  come  and  perform  it.  By  the  time  tilages.  Strictly  speaking,  iaryngotomywa 
he  arrived  the  restlessness  had  increased,  the  operation  performed.  I  do  not  enter 
The  patient  was  shifting  perpetually  from  into  the  consideration  of  the  best  place  for 
one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  other,  as  if  seek-  malring  the  opening :  that  point  you  will  be 
ing  some  new  point  of  support :  his  face  had  tau^t  by  the  professor  of  surgery :  but  it 
become  pale ;  and  his  lips  were  turning  was  obe^ved  in  the  case  in  question,  that 
livid.  He  spoke  with  sudden,  and  as  it  were  the  slightest  touch  of  the  irritable  mucous 
convulsive  efforts ;  stating  earnestly  how  membrane,  with  a  hook  or  a  probe— espe- 
thankfol  he  should  be  to  have  the  obstacle  to  cially  if  the  touching  instrument  was  turned 
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upwards  towards  the  glottis — ^produced  a  fit  properlj  done.  For  a  trachea  so  smaUi  the 
of  ooughingi  and  a  paroxysm  of  still  more  scalpel  is  preferable  to  the  trocar, 
laborious  breathing.  For  some  days  after  Mercury. — I  have  said  nothing  hitherto 
the  operation,  it  was  noticed  that  a  part  of  about  the  use  of  mercury  in  this  acute  dis- 
whatever  he  swallowed  appeared  immediately  order,  because  I  hold  it  to  be  of  very  Secon- 
al the  UHfund.  Now  this  proved  as  plainly  dary  importance,  and  because  I  have  been 
as  if  we  could  have  seen  the  parts,  that  the  anxious  not  to  divert  your  ottention  from- 
epiglottis  was  thickened,  and  erected,  and  the  two  great  practical  points,  bhediny  and 
incapable  of  performing  its  protective  iunc-  tracheotomy.  Mercury  may  very  fitly  be 
tion  to  the  larynx :  and  it  accounted  for  the  given  in  those  cases  and  circumstances  in 
paroxysms  of  choakiag  cough  produced  by  which  blood-letting  appears  proper  ;  but  we 
efforts  at  deglutition.  At  first  the  lining  cannot  depend  upon  it :  we  cannot  reckon 
membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  was  so  upon  its  influencing  the  system  in  time ; 
irritable,  that  the  patient  could  not  bear  to  nor  upon  any  marked  improvement  of  the 
have  a  metallic  tube  inserted ;  and  an  inge-  symptoms  when  it  does  produce  its  specific 
nious  contrivance  was  adopted  for  keeping  effects.  After  the  operation,  it  is,  for  the 
the  orifice  from  .being  covered  over  by  the  most  part,  unnecessary, 
lips  of  the  wouud.  They  were  held  apart  by  Tartarized  antimony » — ^Nor  do  I  recom- 
two  bent  wires,  which  were  tied  together  at  mend  the  employment  of  tartar  emetic, 
the  back  of  the  neck.  After  twenty-four  powerful  as  that  drug  is  known  to  ba  in. 
hours  had  elapsed  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  subduing  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tis- 
membrane  had  so  far  abated  that  he  was  able  sues.  In  the  swollen  and  unpliant  state  of  the 
to  breathe  through  a  canula.  epiglottis  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  excite. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  this  man  or  to  hasard,  vomiting.     The  contents  of 

was  snatched  from  the  very  jaws  of  death  by  the  stomadi  passing  upwards  would  be  apt 

the  intervention  of  the  surgeon.     A  function  to  enter  the  unprotected  larynx,  and  to  cause 

indispensable  to  life  was  nearly  suspended ;  hurtful,  and  distressing,  and  perilous  attacks 

and  a  substitute  for  the  faulty  organ  was  of  suffocative  cough. 

provided  by  art,  until  the  interrupting  cause  Anatomical  characters,  —  In   the   exa- 

was  removed.     Scarcely  a  year  passes  over  mination    of   fatal    cases,    sometimes    the 

CHir  heads  without  the  occurrenoe  of  one  or  thickened  membrane  forming  the  edges  of 

two  such  events  in  the  Hospital.    When  the  rima  glottidis  is  found  covered  with 

lecturing  upon  this  subject  last  season,  I  was  viscid  mucus,  which  had  formed  an  addr- 

able  to  shew  you  a  female  patient  whose  life  tional  impedimeat  to  the  passage  of  air 

had  been  saved  in  a  similar  way.     And  there  towards  and  from  the  lungs :  sometimes  pus 

.is  now  also  (Dec  11, 1839),  in  Pepys'  ward,  is  discovered,  lying  in  the  sacculi  laryngis, 

a  rescued  man,  with  the  tube  still  in  his  or  scattered  among  the  cartilages  and  sur- 

windpipe.     The  operation  was  done  on  the  rounding  musclea :  and  sometimes  the  chief 

spur  of  necessity  by  Mr.  Tomes,  the  present  morbid  condition  b  the  infiltration  of  the 

house-suxgeon,  with  a  trocar.     The  patient,  submucous  cellular  tissue.     The  effect  in  all 

who  was  previously  in  a  state  of  extreme  cases  is  the  same,  that  of  closing  up,  wholly 

distress,  said,  in  a  faint  whisper,  as  soon  as  or  partially,  the  narrow  fissure  between  the 

the  opening  was  effected,  **  It's  all  right  arytenoid  cartilages.    The  state  of  the  epi- 

now."  glottis  I  have  several  times  described. 

He  had  been  exposed  to  rain  and  cold  This  very  serious  disease  is  a  disease  of 

about  a  week  before ;  and  had  suffered  pain  adult  age :  it  is  not  often  known  to  occur  in 

and  tenderness  of  the  larynx.     Prior  to  his  children.     They  again  are  almost  exclusively 

admission  he  had  been  bled,  and  salivatedt  liable  to  croup :  and  cynanche  laryngea  luis 

and  had  a  blister  on  the  throat,  which  em-  been  called  the  croup  of  adults.    But  as  the 

barrassed  the  operation.  part  occupied  by  croup,  and  the  event  of  the 

Within  the  last  eight  years  the  operation  inflammation,  are  both  different  from  those 

of  bronchotomy  has  been  performed  in  the  of  laryngitis,  this  name,  croup  of  adults,  is 

Middlesex  Ho^tal  fourteen  times.     Seven  objectionable.     I  may  remark,  however,  that 

of  the  patients  recovered  ;  seven  died.     In  sometimes  in  true  croup,  the  inflammation, 

two  of  the  seven  fatal  cases,  the  condition  of  besides  specially  affecting  the  membrane  of 

the*  patients  was  hopeless  at  the  time  of  the  the  trachea,  extends  to  that  of  the  larynx 

operation.     In  four  at  least  of  the  five  others  also. 

much  relief  from  suffering  was  afforded  by  it.  Causes. — The  main  exciting  cause  of  la« 
and  life  apparently  prolonged.  One  of  the  ryngitis  is  exposure  to  cold,  or  to  cold  and 
patients  was  a  young  child:  the  opening  wet.  My  hospital  patient,  Kent,  was  a 
was  made  by  a  trocar  :  much  blood  got  into  seller  of  small  wares  in  the  streets,  and  must 
the  air-passages,  and  the  child,  which  seemed  therefore  have  been  habitually  in  the  way  of 
to.  be  sinking  previously,  died  within  the  such  causes.  The  first  attack  of  the  disease 
hour.  Life  might,  I  think,  have  been  pre-  in  Sir  J.  M.  Hayes  was  brought  on  by  ex- 
served  ia  this  case,  by  a  timely  operation,  posure  at  an  open  window  to  the  night  air 
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for  loine  timey  while  he  was  undressed,  and  occur  independently  of  inflammation, 

in  a  profuse  state  of  perspiration,  with  a  lips  of  the  glottis  biecome  tumid  and  drop^ 

strong    breeze    blowing    upon    him.     Dr.  #ica//  sometimes  (as  I  have  just  pointed  oat) 

Craigie  states  that  young  persons  from  tro-  in  oonsequenoe  of  a  low  inflammatory  action  in 

pical  dimatcs,  from  the  West  Indies  for  the  throat,  but  sometimes  also  from  <rf»trQc- 

example,  are  apt  to  be  attacked  by  laryngitis  tion  of  the  veins  leading  from  tiiat  part, 

soon  after  their  arrival  in  Europe.  When  laryngeal  dyspnoea  accompanies  aoco- 

The  disease  is  liable  to  be  produced  also  rism  of  the  thoracic  aorta,  it  may,  in  some 
by  mechanical  violence,  or  chemical  injury  instances,  result  from  local  dropsy  thna  pro- 
done  to  the  larynx.    It  has  been  caused,  on  duoed ;  and  then  tracheotomy  is  fuUy  jnstili* 
several  occasions,  in  children,  by  their  at-  able,  and  indeed  demanded, 
tempting  to  swallow  boiling  water  from  the  The  main    practical    difierrace  between 
spout  of  a  tea-kettle ;  and  iSe  has  been  saved  mere  oedema  glottidis  and  acute  laryngitis,  is 
in  such  cases  by  the  performance  of  tracheo-  this :   that  in  the  former,  there  be&g   no 
tomy.    The  mineral  acids,  taken  as  poisons,  fever  or  inflammation,  Uood-letting  is  not 
have  excited  the  disease.     Fatal  laryngitis  requisite;  and  the  operation  of  bronchotomy 
has  followed  the  incautious  application  of  becomes  the  sole  resouree  to  whidi,  in  the 
ammonia  to  the  nostrils,  in  cases  of  hysteria,  extremity  of  danger,  we  can  look  for  hdp. 
and  of  suspended  animation  :   and  I  once  Mere  oedema  glottidis  is  seldomer  attended 
knew  a  man  nearly  killed  by  the  inhalation  with  dysphagia  too,  than  is  laryngitb :  yet, 
of  the  fumes  evolved  from  cinnabar  thrown  if  the  epiglottis  be  involved  in  tbs  oedema- 
upon  a  hot  iron,  in  what  is  calledyumt^a-  tons  swelUng,  and  unable  to  shut  over  the 
Hfm  of  the  throat  for  venereal  ulceration  of  glottis,  the  act  of  swallowing  will  be  followed 
that  part.     I  am  afraid  that  I  must  confess  by  strangling  cough,  and  increased  dyspnoea, 
also  to  have  once  seen  acute  laryngitis  pro- 
duced by  a  bungling  attempt  to  introduce  Chronic  qfeetiatu  qftht  laryns. — Bendes 
the  stomach-pump,  in  a  case  of  poisoning.  the  afiections  which  I  have  now  described  or 

Secondary  laryngitU, — In  all  these  cases  referred  to,  the  larynx  is  yable  to  cArosfc 

the  laryngitb  is  primitive.     But  laryngeal  disease:  to  chronle  inftammaiioni  cfaronie 

inflammation,  and  especially  laryngeal  ffJe-  thickening  of  the  membrane ;  slow  ulceret^ 

SM,  not  unfrequently  takes  place,  and  proves  Hont   necrosis  of  its  cardlages.     Chronic 

suddenly  fatal,  in  the  course  of  other  di»-  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  that  part  is 

eases.   I  have  s^prised  you  that  in  cynanche  very  common  in  consumptive  patients.     It 

tonsillaris,  the  inflammation  sometimes  steals  is  attended  first  with  hoarseness,  then  widk 

onward  to  the  larynx.    I  have  seen  two  or  aphonia,  a  barking  or  stridulous  cough,  and 

three  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the  head,  at-  all  the  melancholy  accompaniments  of  tiiber- 

tended,  as  it  almost  always  is,  with  sore  cular  phthisis.     There  has  accordingly  be«n 

throat,  wherein  death  took  place  suddenly  a  species  of  phthisis  spoken  of  as  phthisis 

and  unexpectedly,  and  where  the  epiglottis,  laryngea.     But  in  most,  if  not  in  all  casea, 

and  the  edges  of  the  fissure  of  the  glottis,  this  laryngeal  affection  is  only  a  part  of  the 

were  found  to  be  oedematous :  the  inflam-  complaint  under  which  the  patient  labours ; 

nation  of  the  throat  had  extended  to  the  and  what  I  have  farther  to  observe  respect- 

cellular  tissue  beneath  the  mucous  membrane  ing  it,  I  shall  postpone  until  we  come  to  the 

of  those  parts,  and  had  led  to  the  effusion  of  consideration  of  tubercular  consumption, 

serous  fluid  there.    The  very  same  thing  is  Again,  the  membrane  Hning  the  laryngeal 

apt  to  happen  in  other  forms  of  exanthema-  cartilages  is  not  unfirequently  thickened  and 

tons  disease  attended  with  sore  throat,  and  ulcerated  in  secondary  syphilis :  giving  rise 

cspedally  in  small*  pox,  measles,  and  scarlet  to  a  hoarse  croaking  voice,  and  a  noisy  and 

fever.     I  have  known  a  similar  condition  of  painful  breathing.      In  such  cases,  or  in 

inflammatory  oedema  arise  from  a  mercurial  chronic  thickening  of  the  same  parts  ttonk 

sore  throat  in  a  broken  down  constitution,  common  inflammation,  you  may  do  great 

In  these  cases  the  laiTngeal  affection  is  con-  good  by  gently  introducing  mercury  into  the 

secutive ;  and  in  all  of  them  the  great  remedy  system,  until  the  gnms  rise.     I  have  again 

is  the  formation  of  a  sufficient  aperture  be-  and  again  seen    the  uneasiness  about  the 

neath  the  obstructed  glottis.     In  all  of  them  throat,  the  noisy  respiration,  the  rough  or 

also  the  essential  symptoms,  warranting  and  whispering  voice,  all  cease,  as  if  by  enchant- 

demanding  the  operation  of  tracheotomy,  are  ment,  as  soon  as  the  specific  influence  of  the 

the  same.  merjcury  became  manifest.     There  was  a 

(Edema  qfthe  glottis. — A  distinction  has  woman  who  used  to  apply  at  the  Middlesex 

been  made  between  laryngitis  and  mdema  ^f  Hospital  for  an  affection  of  this  kind :  whe- 

the  glottis ;  and  it  is  a  just  and  real  distinc-  ther  it  was  syphilitic  or  not  I  could  not  well 

tion.     (Edema  of  the  loose  cellular  tissue  determine,  but  she  lost  it  under  the  emplor- 

subjacent  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ment  of  mercury,  two  or  three  times :  me 

glottis  is  indeed  one  common  consequence  of  complaint  returning  again  after  the  interval 

inflammation  of  that  membrane :  but  it  may  of  a  few  months,  upon  the  re-application  of 
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some  irritatiiig  cause.  In  another  female  aolatian  of  lunav  cauitic.  For  he  had  no 
patient,  who  waa  long  under  my  care  in  the  fever,  and  we  thought  it  probable  that  die 
hoepital  with  similar  symptoms,  every  thing  membrane  might  have  been  left  lax,  and  in 
failed  to  give  her  permanent  relief,  till  I  a  state  to  be  benefited  by  astringents.  Sir 
began  to  leech  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Charles  applied  the  sponge  vnth  very  little 
larynx  repeatedly.  She  had  four  leeches  difficulty ;  and  the  next  day  the  breathing 
applied,  I  think,  every  night,  and  then  every  wan  greatly  improved,  and  the  hoarseness  al- 
other  night,  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  most  gone :  and  he  never  had  from  that  time 
the  hoarseness  or  difficulty  of  respiration  any  recurrence  of  troublesome  dyspnoea, 
gradually  diminishing  all  the  time,  until  at  Mr.  Amott  has  twice  or  thrice,  at  my  re- 
length  the  perfect  use  of  the  instrument  of  quest,  swabbed  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx 
the  voice  was  restored.  It  Is  often  necessary  for  intractable  hoarseness  and  aphonia :  but 
in  these  cases,  while  using  local  depletion,  with  no  good,  nor  any  bad  consequence. 
or  mercury,  to  upheld  the  strength  of  the  The  lining  membrane  of  the  larynx  is  lia- 
patient  by  nourishing  but  unstimulating  diet :  ble  also  to  warty  growths,  which  impede  the 
and  it  is  always  expedient  that  the  organ  entrance  and  exit  of  air,  and  ultimately  de- 
should  be  kept,  as  much  as  possible,  in  a  stray  life.  There  are  scTcral  examples  of 
state  of  repose.  that  kind  on  record.   I  extract  the  following 

It  is  said  that  a  little  practice  will  enable  from  my  note-book : — 
a  person  to  pass  his  finger  into  a  patient's  George  Tenon  la  Font,  aged  11,  admitted 
throat,  and  to  familiarize  his  sense  of  touch  March  4,  1828.  He  speaks  in  a  whisper  ; 
with  the  ordinary  condition  of  the  upper  part  complains  of  difficult  breathing,  and  of 
of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  so  as  to  be  able  to  cough.  Inspires  with  a  loud  wheeze.  Coughs 
deteat  swelling,  or  irregularity,  or  thickening  with  a  sort  of  whistling  sound,  as  through  a 
about  the  cbink  of  the  glottis.  And  great  narrow  tube.  The  cough  is  most  trouble- 
advantage  is  said  to  have  been  obtained  some  at  night.  Expectoration  mucous,  and 
from  applying  remediea  directly  to  the  dis-  inconsiderable  in  quantity, 
eased  or  irritable  part.  This  practice  was  Has  been  Ul,  in  this  way,  all  the  winter-^ 
much  followed  by  the  late  Mr.  Vance,  who  having  had  hooping-cough  in  the  preceding 
had  been  for  many  years  a  naval  surgeon  ;  RUtumn.  There  aro  marks  of  cupping  on 
and  he  called  it,  in  naval  phrase,  twahbing  his  throat.  Little  can  be  heard  in  the  d^est, 
the  affected  organ.  A  small  piece  of  sponge,  the  loud  wbeeze  of  his  respiration  obscuring 
secured  with  a  string,  or  fastened  to  the  end  all  other  sounds.  In  about  a  fortnight  hb 
of  the  finger  of  a  glove,  is  dipped  in  a  strong  gums  were  brought  under  the  influence  of 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  then  carried  mercury.  No  perceptible  improvement  en- 
down  into  the  throat,  as  far  as  the  spasmodic  sued.  A  carelul  examination  waa  again  made 
state  of  the  muscles  which  the  attempt  in-  of  the  thorax,  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
duces  will  permit,  and  pressed  downwards  was,  that  the  obstacle  to  his  respiration  lay 
against  the  superior  sut&ce  of  the  larynx,  in  the  larynx,  or  upper  part  of  the  trachea, 
I  believe  other  stimulating  applications  are  and  that  the  lungs  themselves  were  not  con- 
sometimes  employed  in  the  place  of  the  ni-  cemed.  After  this,  a  blister  to  the  throat, 
trate  of  silver.  Now  of  this  method  of  cure  a  seton  near  the  thyroid  cartilage,  small 
I  do  not  know  much,  except  by  report.  I  doses  of  ipecacuan,  emetics,  and  iodine  were 
have  heard  that  many  cases  of  chronic  hoarse-  successively  tried — ^but  in  vain.  Towards  the 
ness  and  cough  have  speedily  been  cured  by  end  of  the  month  he  began  to  suffer  occa- 
it.  But  I  have  more  than  once  had  what  sional,  very  violent,  and  apparently  spasmo- 
aeemed  satislactory  evidence  of  the  beneficial  die  attacks  of  extreme  dyspnoea.  He  died 
effect  of  this  expedient.  The  man  Kent,  during  the  night,  two  months  after  bis  ad- 
whoae  case  I  have  related,  gradu^y  regained  mission.  For  some  days  before  he  had  been 
the  power  of  easy  breathing  through  the  manifestly  worse  than  usual,  was  more  feeble, 
natural  passage,  and  the  opening,  which  Sir  wandered  somewhat,  and  complained  that  his 
Charles  Bell  had  made,  closed  up  periectly.  vision  was  imperfect.  No  noticeable  increase. 
About  a  week  after  this  took  place,  he  began  however,  had  taken  place  in  the  difficulty  of 
again  to  respire  with  a  wheeze  almost  as  an-  breathing,  except  during  the  paroxysms  of 
dible  as  that  which  existed  at  the  time  of  his  aggravation  already  mentioned.  The  death 
admission:  and  to  speak  in  a  hoarse  Toice ;  was  sudden,  and  probably  took  place  in  one 
and  a  night  or  two  after  the  return  of  the  of  these  paroxysms. 

wheezing,  he  had  a  paroxysm  of  extreme  When  the  body  was  examined  the  lungs 
dyspnoea*  I  began  to  be  afraid  that  the  were  found  sound  as  to  structure,  but  co- 
whole  process  of  laryngqtomy  and  the  me-  piously  infiltrated,  especially  on  the  left  side 
tallic  tube  would  be  again  requisite.  How-  of  the  thorax,  with  serous  fluid.  At  the 
ever,  I  got  Sir  Charles  Bell  to  examine  the  very  top  of  the  larynx,  involving  the  base  of 
interior  of  the  throat,  and  we  agreed  that  it  the  epiglottis  and  the  vocal  cords,  was  a  con- 
would  be  advisable  to  swab  the  epiglottis  and  sidereble  warty  growth,  closing  the  rima 
upper  part  of  the  air-passages  with  a  strong  glottidis  almost  entirely.    The  excrescences 
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ipning  ehi^  from  one  oontimiouB  base,  bated thepowerofezeraidnglliewiifleol' taste; 

and  bmnehed  oat  precisely  after  the  manner  sad  he  distincUy  stated,  tbat  die  zeason  of 

of  what  is  vulgarly  called  a  seedy  wart,  this  oi^gan  being  supplied  with  two  nerwes  is 

There  were,  however,  sereral  distinct  smaller  its  doable  function.     The  iiifierenoe  thttt  i c  is 

growths  or  warts :    the  main  excrescence,  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  a  motor  nerve,  w^Udi 

having  several  heads,  passed  upwards  from  has  been  founded  on  its  anatomical  dMtnbw- 

and  through  the  rima,  and  so  came  to  act  tion,  is  supported  also  by  the  natare  of  tts 

partly  as  a  valve  daring  inspiration,  which  origin,  which  is  usually  from  a  rin^le  root, 

was  always  sensibly  more  difficult  than  expi-  corresponding  to  the  anterior  root  of   Uir 

ration.  spinal    nerves.     Experiment    rixows    tbflt. 

Ought  tracheotomy  to  have  been  per-  when  the  trunk  of  the  nerre  is  atreCched, 

formed  in  this  case  ?     I  now  think  so.    But  pinched,  or  galvanised,  violent  motiatis  of 

supposing  it  to  have  been  done,  and  to  have  the  whole  tongue,  even  to  its  tip, 

been  successful,  the  boy  would  have  been  sioned;   and  also,  that  similar 

under  the  necessity  of  breathing  through  a  take  place  after  division  of  the  nerve, 

tube  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  the  cut  end  most  distant  from  the  biratii  is 

There    are    two  excellent  specimens  of  irritated.     In  regard  to  the  degree  in  wluch 

warty  growths  in  the  larynx  upon  the  table  this  nerve  possesses  sensory  properties,  there 

before  you.  is  some  diffierence  of  opinion  amongst  pfay- 

I  might  have  referred,  when  speaking  of  siologists ;  founded,  as  it  would  seem,  on  a 

dironic  enlargonent  of  the  tonsils,  in  the  variation  in  this  respect  betwem  diflermt 

last  lecture,  to  the  case  of  a  little  boy  at  animals.     Indications  of  pain  are   usnslly 

present  .in  the  hospital  under  the  care  of  given,  when  the  trunk  is  irritated  after  its 

one  of  my  colleagues.      He  was  brought  exit  from  the  cranium ;  but  these  may  pro- 

to  the  hospital  on  account  of  great  dyspnoea,  ceed  from  its  firee  anastomosis  with  Um  oer- 

and  a  hissing  respiration,  produced  appa-  vical  nerves,  which  not  improbably  irapartsen- 

rently  by  two    enormous    tonsils.      With  aory  fibres  to  it.   But  in  some  Mammalia,  the 

some  difficulty  (arising  from  hisunmanagea-  hypoglossal  nerve  has  been  found  to  possess 

ble  age)  a  hurge  part  of  one  of  the  tonsils  a  small  posterior  root  vritfa  a  ganglion :  this 

was  cut  off  wtth  soissars  :    but  after   the  is  the  case  in  the  ox,  and  also  in  tiie  rabbit ; 

operation,  (whether  from  any  fresh  swelling  and  in  the  latter  animal,  Valentin  states  that 

of  the  parts,  or  from  pressure  made  by  the  the  two  trunks  pass  out  from  the  craainm 

remaining  tonsil,  which  grew  downwards,  I  through  separate  orifices,  and  that,  after  their 

understand,  into  the  throat),  his  difficulty  of  exit,  one  may  be  shown  to  be  sensory,  and 

breathmg    became    extreme ;    and  it  was  the  other  to  be  motor.     Hence  this  nerve, 

thought  necessary  to  perform  tracheotomy,  which  is  the  lowest  of  those  that  originate  in 

which  afforded  him  signal  relief.  He  breathed  the  cephalic  prolongation  of  the  spinal  cord 

for  some  time  through  the  artificial  opening  generally  known  as  the  medulla  oblongata, 

in  his  windpipe.    At  length  the  other  tonsil  approaches  very  closely  in  some  «"«""**  to 

was  partly  removed :   and  the  child  is  now  the  regular  type  of  the  spinal  nerves ;  and 

well,  and  about  to  be  discharged.  though  in  man  it  still  manifests  an  irr^^ula- 

— — rity,  in  having  only  a  single  root,  yet  this 

LECTURES  irr^ularity  is  often  shared  by  the  first  cer- 
vical nerve,   which  also  has  sometiraes  an' 

**''  ■"*"  anterior  root  only. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  The  hypoglossal  nerve  is  distributed  not 

SYSTEM.  merdy  to  the  tongue,  but  to  the  musdes  of 

„  the  neck  which  are  concerned  in  the  move- 

liY  W.  B.  CARPBNTxa,  M.D.  ments  of  the  tarynx ;  and  tiie  purpose  of 

this  distribution  is  probably  to  assoctate  than  . 

Lectubb  IX.  ^  those  actions  which  are  neoeaaary  for 

c^.«^#.v«.  ^r/i.    ^n  f  A'      J  articulate  speech.     It  is  generally  stated  that 

Functions  of  the  cephalic  nerves^  contmued,  „»  *i.^  ,„«*irt«„  ^  *k.  foL.^  ..i  ..^.^^.t^ 

Nerves  of  the  orbit.     Emotional  and  in-  ?Ln!J^^^    ^^^^  ^  *^T^ 

etinctive  actions,  through  Ae  medium  of  liusn^e.     Perha|M> 

this  assertion  requires  some  additional  proof. 

Thx  hypoglossal  wrve,  or,  motor  linffuat,  is  It  is  quite  certain  that,  in  many  eaies  of 

the  only  one  which,  in  the  regular  order,  paralysU,  the  masticatory  movemento  of  the 

now  remains  to  be  considered.     That  the  tongue  are  but  little  affected,  when  the  power 

distribution  of  this  nerve  is  restricted  to  the  of  articulation  is  much  injured  or  totally 

muscles  of  the  tongue,  is  a  point  very  easily  destroyed ;   and  I  have  myself  seen  such  a 

established    by  anatomical  research;    and  case,  in  which  the  tOQgue  was  the  only  part 

accordingly  we  find  that,  long  before  the  in  which  paralysis  manifested  itself,  and  in 

time  of  Sir  C.  Bell,  Willis  spoke  of  it  as  the  which  it  seemed  likely  that  the  cause  of  para- 

nerve  of  the  motions  of  articulation,  whiUit  lyiis  was  in  the  course  of  the  nerve,  and  not 

to  the  lingual  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  he  attri-  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  If  the  hypoglossal 
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ezdtes  thoee  motions  only  of  the  tongoe  of  the  questioii,  therefore,  we  proceed  to  the 
which  are  oonoeroed  in  articolatioii,  we  most  rest.  Comparative  anatomy,  and  the  study 
look  in  the  lingual  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  of  embryonic  development,  alike  show  that 
or  in  the  gloeso-pharyngeal,  for  some  motor  the  spinal  cord  and  mednlla  oblongata  con- 
filaments,  through  which  the  movements  statutethemost  essential  part  of  the  nervous 
required  for  mastication  and  deglutition  are  system  in  Vertebrata }  and  that  the  eerebial 
oocaaioned.  When  this  nerve  is  paralysed  hemispheres  are  8i4>eradded,  as  it  were,  to 
on  one  side,  in  hemiplegia,  you  will  generally  this.  At  an  early  period  of  development, 
observe  that  the  tongue,  when  you  direct  the  encephalon  consists  chiefly  of  three  vesi- 
the  patient  to  put  it  out,  is  projected  towards  des,  which  are  the  rudiments  of  the  ganglia, 
the  palsied  side  of  the  face  :  this  is  due  to  from  which  the  three  pairs  of  nerves  of  spe- 
the  want  of  action  of  the  lingual  muscles  of  cial  sensation, — the  olfoctory,  optic,  and 
that  side,  which  do  not  aid  in  pushing  auditory, — take  their  origin.  These  ganglia 
forwards  the  tip ;  the  point  is  consequently  correspond  with  those  of  the  nervous  cord  of 
directed  only  by  the  muscles  of  the  other  side,  the  Articulata,  and  mark  three  divisions  of  the 
which  will  not  act  in  a  straight  direction,  cerebro-spinal  axis ;  and,  in  accordance 
when  unantagonized  by  their  fellows.  It  is  with  this  view,  the  osteologist  is  able  to  trace 
a  curious  fact,  however, — ^which  was  first  in  the  bones  of  the  cranium  the  same  ele« 
publicly  noticed,  I  believe,  by  Dr.  Alison, —  ments  which  wonld  form  three  vertebrae,  in  a 
that  the  hypoglossal  nerve  is  not  always  much  expanded  and  altered  condition.  How- 
palsied  on  the  same  side  with  the  fiudal,  but  ever  improbable  such  an  idea  might  seem, 
sometimes  on  the  other.  This  is  perhaps  when  the  cranium  of  the  higher  Vertebrata 
due  to  the  origination  of  the  roots  of  this  alone  is  examined,  it  at  once  reconciles  itself 
nerve  from  near  the  point  at  which  thepyra-  to  our  reason,  when  we  direct  onr  attention 
midsof  the  meduUa  oblongata  decussate;  so  to  that  of  Reptiles  and  Fishes;  in  which 
that  some  of  its  fibres  come  off,  like  those  of  classes  the  size  of  the  cerebral  or  hemispheric 
the  spinal  nerves,  without  crossing ;  whilst  ganglia  is  very  small  in  comparison  with  that 
others  are  transmitted  to  the  opposite  side,  of  the  ganglia  of  special  sensation,  and  in 
like  those  of  the  higher  cerebral  nerves ;  and  which  &e  latter  evidently  form  but  a  con- 
the  cause  of  paralysiB  may  affect  one  or  other  tinuation  of  the  spinal  cord,  modified  in  its 
of  these  sets  of  roots  more  particularly,  function;  so  that  when  we  trace  upwards 
Whatev«r  may  be  the  validity  of  this  expla-  the  cavity  of  the  spinal  column  into  that  of 
nation,  the  fact  is  an  interesting  one,  and  I  the  cranium,  we  encounter  no  material 
would  direct  your  attention  to  it  as  one  not  change,  either  in  its  size  or  direction.  The 
unlikely  to  present  itself  to  your  notice.  three  pairs  of  nerves  of  special  sensation, 
I  shall  next  offer  you  a  few  general  obser-  then,  may  be  considered  as  making  their 
vations  on  the  character  of  the  cephalic  way  out,  through  the  three  cranial  vertebrae 
nerves  as  distinguished  from  the  spinal, — a  which  endose  their  ganglia.  At  a  later 
point  of  much  interest  when  considered  in  period  of  development,  other  nerves  are 
rdation  to  comparative  anatomy,  and  to  interposed  amongst  these,  which  are  inttT' 
embryology.  It  appears,  from  what  has  vertebral^  and  are  evidently  more  analogous 
been  alrndy  stated,  tfiat  the  par  vagum,  to  the  spinal  nerves,  both  in  situation  and 
spinal  accessory,  glosso-phsjyngeal,  and  function.  A  separation^ of  the  primitive 
hypoglossal  nerves,  may  be  considered  nearly  fibres  of  these  takes  place,  however,  during 
in  the  light  of  ordinary  spinal  nerves.  They  the  progress  kA  development,  so  that  their 
aU  take  their  origin  exclusively  in  the  me-  distribution  appears  irr^ular.  Thus  the 
duUa  oblongata ;  and  the  want  of  correspon-  greater  part  of  the  sensory  fibres  are  oon- 
denoe  in  position  between  their  roots  and  tained  in  the  large  division  of  the  trigemi- 
those  of  the  spinal  nerves  is  readily  accounted  nus ;  whilst,  of  the  motor  fibres,  the  anterior 
for,  by  the  alteration  in  the  direction  of  the  ones  chiefly  pass  forwards  as  the  oculo- motor 
colvunns  of  the  spinal  cord,  which, — as  long  and  patheticus ;  and  of  the  posterior,  some 
since  pointed  out  by  Rosenthal,  and  lately  form  the  small  division  of  the  trigeminus, 
stated  prominently  by  Dr.  Reid,^ — ^not  only  and  others  unite  with  the  first  pair  from  the 
decussate  laterally,  but,  asitwere, from  behind  medulla  oblongata,  to  form  the  facial.  This 
forwards.  Hie  hypoglossal,  as  just  stated,  last  fact  explains  the  close  union  of  this 
notunfrequently  possesses  a  sensory  in  addi-  nerve  with  those  proceeding  more  directly 
tion  to  its  motor  root.  Theglosso-pharyngeal,  from  the  medulla  oblongata,  which  we  find 
which  is  principally  an  afferent  nerve,  is  in  Fishes  snd  in  some  Amphibia.  According 
stMed  by  Arnold  and  others  to  have  a  small  to  Valentin,  the  glosso-pharyngeal  is  the  sen- 
motor  root;  at  any  rate,  the  motor  fibres  sory  portion  of  the  first  pair  from  the  medulla 
which  belong  to  it  are  to  be  found  in  the  oblongata,  of  which  the  motor  part  is  chiefly 
par  vagum.  That  the  par  vagum  and  a  comprehended  in  the  facial  nerve.  It  is 
portion  of  the  spinal  accessory  together  very  interesting  to  trace  this  gradual  meta- 
make  up  a  spinal  nerve,  has  Iraen  already  morpbosis  from  the  character  of  the  spinal 
stated  as  probable.   Leaving  these  nerves  out  nerves,  which  is  exhibited  in  the  cephalic, 
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fvben  they  are  traced  upwards  from  the  me-  recting  sach  results,  but  by  reason  alone. 
doUa  oblongata ;  and  this  is  shown,  as  for-  Experiments  upon  animals  of  the  order 
merly  pointed  out,  as  much  in  the  nerves  Quadrumana,  most  nearly  allied  to  man, 
of  special  sensation  as  in  the  rest.  Although  would  be  more  satisfactory ;  as  in  them,  the 
we  are  accustomed  to  consider  the  fifth  pair  retractor  muscle  is  slmost  or  entirely  absent. 
as  par  excellence  the  spinal  nerve  of  the  If  the  origin  and  insertion  of  the  four  recti 
head,  the  foregoing  statements,  founded  muscles  be  examined,  however,  no  doubt  can 
upon  the  history  of  its  development,  show  remain,  that  each  of  them,  acting  singly,  is 
that  the  nerves  of  the  orbit  really  belong  to  capable  of  causing  the  globe  to  revolve  in  its 
its  motor  portion  ;  they  may  consequently  own  direction, — ^die  superior  rectus  causing 
be  regarded  as  altogether  forming  the  first  the  pupil  to  turn  upwards, — tiie  internal 
of  the  intervertebral  or  spinal  nerves  of  the  rectus  causing  it  to  roll  towards  tiie  nose, — 
cranium.  The  facial  and  glosso-pharyngeal  and  so  on.  A  very  easy  and  direct  i^|riica- 
appear  to  constitute  the  second ;  whilst  the  tion  of  the  laws  of  mechanics  will  further 
par  yagum  and  spinal  accessory  intervene  maVe  it  evident  to  us,  that  the  combined 
between  this  and  the  true  spinal,  of  which  action  of  any  two  of  the  recti  muscles  will 
the  hypoglossal  may  be  considered  as  the  cause  the  pupil  to  turn  in  a  direction  inter- 
first,  mediate  between  the  lines  of  their  single 

Motor  nerves  qf  the  orbit. — ^We  now  re-  action  ;  and  that  any  intermediate  position 

turn  to  consider  die  functions  of  the  ihirdf  may  thus  be  given  to  the  eyeball  by  these 

fourth,  and  eirth  pairs  of  nerves,  together  muscles  alone.    The  fact  has  not  received 

constituting  the  entire  channel  of  the  move-  the  attention  it  deserves  ;  it  leads  us  to  per- 

ments  of  the  eyeball.     Their  particular  func-  ceive  that  the  oblique  muscles  must  have 

tions  are  but  ill  uoderstood ;  and  the  move-  some  supplementary  function.     It  may  be 

ments  which  they  govern  offer  so  many  objected  that  this  is  a  theoretical  statement 

peculiarities,  that  the  inquiry  becomes  every  only ;  and  that  there  may  be  some  practical 

complex  one.     It  is  of  peculiar  interest,  obstacle  to  the    performance   of   diagonal 

however,  at  the  present  time,  in  consequence  movements  by  the  recti  musdes,  which  ren- 

of  the  assistance  which  a  correct  knowledge  ders  the  assistance  of  the  obliques  essential 

of  these  functions  may  afford  us,  in  the  for  this  purpose.     But  to  this  it  may  be 

treatment  of    strabismus  by  the  operation  replied,  that  no  eingle  muscle  can  direct  the 

which  has  now  been  so  extensively  and  (when  btdl  either  downwards  and  inwards,  or  up- 

excuted  with  care  and  judgment)  so  success-  wards  and  outwards ;  that,  as  we  have  good 

fully  performed.     I  shall,  on  this  account,  reason  to  believe  these  movements  to  be 

dwell  on  the  subject  at  a  length  which  might  effected  by  the  combination  of  the  recti 

otherwise  appear  disproportionate.  muscles,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  other 

It  vrili  be  recollected  that,  in  the  human  diagonal  movements  should  not  also  be  due 

orbit,  six  muscles  for  the  movements  of  the  to  tiiem. 

eyeball  are  found, — ^the  four  recti,  and  the  The  action  of  the  superior  oblique  muscle 
two  oblique  muscles.  The  precise  actions  has  been  a  matter  of  dispute.  Unlike  the 
of  these  are  not  easily  established  by  experi-  other  muscles  which  arise  from  the  back  of 
ment  on  the  lower  animals ;  for  in  all  tiiose  the  orbit,  its  tendon  is  not  inserted  into  the 
which  ordinarily  maintain  the  horizontal  front  hemisphere  of  the  eye,  but  into  a  point 
position,  there  is  an  additional  muscle,  behind  its  vertical  axb ;  and  we  should, ' 
termed  the  retractor,  which  embraces  the  therefore,  be  led  to  suppose,  that  its  opera- 
whole  posterior  portion  of  the  globe,  and  tion  is  to  move  the  pupil  in  a  direction  con- 
passes  backwards  to  be  attached  to  the  bottom  trary  to  that  in  which  its  tendon  is  inserted ; 
of  the  orbit.  This  muscle  is  most  dereloped  — ^that  is  to  say,  as  its  tendon  passes,  firom 
in  ruminating  animals,  which,  during  their  its  insertion  towards  the  trochlea,  upwards 
whole  time  of  feeding,  carry  their  heads  in  a  and  somewhat  inwards,  we  should  suppose 
dependent  position.  In  most  carnivorous  that,  in  shortening,  it  would  draw  the  back  of 
animals,  instead  of  the  complete  hollow  mus-  the  eyeball  in  that  direction,  and  turn  the 
cular  cone,— of  which  the  base  encloses  the  pupil  in  the  contrary  one, — namely,  down- 
eyeball,  whilst  the  apex  surrounds  the  optic  wards  and  a  little  outwards.  This  theory 
nerve,-^which  we  find  in  the  Ruminants,  of  its  action  is  home  out  by  experiments  both 
there  are  four  distinct  strips,  almost  resem-  upon  the  muscle,  and  the  nerve  which 
bling  a  second  set  of  recti  muscles,  but  deep-  supplies  it ;  for  by  laying  bare  the  muscle 
seated,  and  inserted  into  the  posterior  instead  vrithout  disturbing  the  eyeball  or  the 
of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  globe.  It  is  neighboaring  parts,  and  then  exercising 
obvious  that  the  actions  of  these  must  greatly  gentle  traction  upon  it,  so  as  to  draw 
affect  the  results  of  any  operations  we  may  the  tendon  in  the  same  manner  as  ordi- 
perform  upon  the  other  muscles  of  the  orbit ;  nary  contraction  of  the  muscle  would  have 
and,  as  it  is  impossible  to  divide  the  former,  done,  the  eyeball  is  turned  downwards  and 
without  completely  separating  the  eye  from  somewhat  outwards.  The  same  effect  is 
its  attachments,  we  have  no  means  of  cor-  produced  when  the  fourth  pair  of  neivea  is 
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irritated,  either  mechanicallj  or  by  galvaniani,  which  ii  termed  tiermw  abdueent,  from  ita 

after  it  has  been  leparated  from  the  brain,  being  solely  distribnted  to  the  rectus  ez- 

On   the  other  hand,   the  inferior  oblique  temus  muscle.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 

muscle  may  be  shown,  by  experiments  upon  that  the  actions  of  either  of  the  two  last 

itself,  to  roU  the  eye  upwarda  and  inwards  ;  mentioned  nerves  are  ever  involuntary ;  on 

the  inward  movement  is  much  greater  than  the  contrary,  there  will  appear  reason  to 

the  outward  movement  caused  by  the  snpe-  suppose  that  they  are,  with  a  branch  of  the 

rior  oblique ;  so  that  these  two  muscles  are  third  pair,   the  sources  of  the  voluntary 

not  exactly  antagonists  of  each  other.  movements  of  the  eyes.     Cases  occasionally 

The  distribution  of  nerves  to  these  muscles  present  themselves  in  which  this  nerve  alone 
is  very  pecuUar.  The  superior  oblique  has  is  paralysed ;  and  the  outward  motion  of  the 
a  nerve  for  itself  alone,  namely,  the  fimrth  ball  is  then  almost  entirely  lost, 
pair ;  this  was  formerly  called  the  patheticuM  The  three  other  recti  muscles,  together 
nerve,  from  its  being  supposed  to  govern  that  with  the  levator  palpebrs,  and  inferior 
rotation  of  the  ball  upwards  and  inwards,  oblique,  are  supplied  by  the  third  pair, 
which  gives  a  pathetic  expression  to  the  commonly  term<Mi  oculo^moior.  The  general 
countenance  ;  but,  as  just  shown,  its  real  question,  how  far  this  nerve  is  to  be  regarded 
action  is  the  reverse.  By  Sir  C.  Bell,  thi^  as  eJFcltmveljf  motor,  was  considered  in  the 
nerve  was  considered  as  belonging  to  his  last  lecture ;  that  it  is  ehUfly  so,  there  can 
respiratory  system  ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  be  no  doubt.  But  we  have  now  to  inquire 
show  that  the  sudden  movement  of  the  pupil  whether  there  is  any  ground  for  believing 
upwards  and  inwards,  which  takes  plaioe  in  that  different  branches  of  the  nerve  are  sub- 
coughing  and  sneexing,  and  the  fixation  of  servient  to  motions  of  a  different  character-^ 
the  ball  in  a  similar  position  during  sleep,  is  some,  for  example,  being  more  connected 
due  to  the  operation  of  this  nerve.  Tlie  with  the  reflex  function  of  the  spinal  cord ; 
ascertained  action  of  the  muscle,  however,  others  with  those  instinctive  tendencies 
constrained  him  to  suppose,  that  the  opera-  which  cause  opposite  muscular  actions  to 
tion  of  the  nerve  was  not  to  cause  contrac-  take  place  in  the  two  orbits  by  one  effort  of 
tion  but  relaxation  of  the  superior  oblique  the  vnll ;  and  others  being  immediately  di- 
musde ;  by  which  the  antagonist  muscles  rected  and  controlled  by  the  will.  It  wUl  be 
might  be  free  to  occasion  tibe  movement,  remembered  that  this  nerve  subdivides  into 
This  idea  affords  a  remarkable  exemplifica-  two  principal  branches ;  of  which  one  sup- 
tion  of  the  degree  in  which  theory  may,  in  plies  the  levator  palpebrse  and  superior 
some  minds,  usurp  the  place  of  observation,  rectus  ;  whilst  the  other  is  distributed  to 
There  is,  as  we  have  formerly  seen,  no  the  internal  and  inferior  recti,  and  to  the 
ground  for  the  assumption  of  a  system  of  inferior  oblique.  Now  the  action  of  the 
respiratory  nerves  distinct  frt>m  those  forming  former  appears  to  be  of  a  purely  voluntary 
the  general  excito-motor  system,  from  which  character.  We  have  no  instance  of  the  upper 
a  part  of  every  motor  trunk  in  the  body  is  lid  being  elevated  by  any  other  than  an 
derived ;  and  the  supposition  that  the  action  effort  of  the  will ;  and,  if  this  be  suspended, 
of  a  nerve  is*  ever  to  cause  relaxation  in  a  the  orbicularis  may  be  made  to  depress  it  by 
muscle,  is  at  variance  with  idl  sound  physio-  the  reflexion  of  a  stimulus  applied  to  the 
logical  induction.  In  this  particular  instance,  edge  of  the  tarsi.  Moreover,  when  a  strong 
it  is  at  once  refuted,  by  such  experiments  light  causes  the  lids  to  contract  involuntarily, 
on  the  trunk  of  the  nerve  as  those  just  we  feel  conscious  that  a  voluntary  effort  is 
adverted  to.  It  may  further  be  added,  required  to  keep  them  apart.  The  same 
in  regard  to  this  nerve,  that  there  is  no  de-  may  be  said  of  the  directly  upward  move- 
cided  reason  to  believe  that  it  contains  any  ment  of  the  eyeball,  which  is  caused  by  the 
sensory  fibres.  Its  distribution  is  entirely  re-  superior  rectus  alone.  It  is  never,  so  far  as 
stricted  to  the  superior  oblique  muscle ;  but,  I  know,  any  thing  but  a  voluntary  act ;  for 
since  in  this,  as  in  other  muscles  of  the  orbit,  the  upward  and  inward  movement  adverted 
there  is  certainly  a  degree  of  sensibility,  as  is  to  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  is  evidently  occasioned  by 
experienced  by  the&tigue  to  which  the  long  the  inferior  oblique  acting  alone.  On  the 
fixation  or  violent  straining  of  them  gives  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  some,  at  least, 
rise,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  fourth  of  the  actions  of  the  second  branch  are  of  a 
pair  of  nerves  is  entirely  motor.  Its  course  simply  reflex  nature,  and  that  others  cannot 
within  the  cranium  renders  it  very  unlikely  be  said  to  be  voluntary,  but  are  rather  of  an 
that  this  point  oan  be  satisfactorily  deter-  instinctive  character.  It  is  from  this  branch 
mined  by  experiment.  Mnller  states  that  a  that  the  twigs  proceed,  which  enter  the 
connexion  exists  between  this  nerve  and  the  ciliary  ganglion,  and  which  govern  the  move- 
ophthabnic  branch  of  die  fifth  pair ;  so  that  it  ments  of  tiie  pupil ;  movements  which  have 
is  Dot  improbable  that,  as  in  other  instances,  been  already  shown  to  be  of  a  simply  reflex 
its  sensory  endowment^  are  derived  firom  character.  Some  have  attempted  to  show 
this  source.  that  the  actions  of  the  iris  are  in  a  slight 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  tixth  pair,  degree  voluntary,  because,  by  an  effort  of 
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the  wiHt  thcf  emM  oeoamon  contnuition  Of  flcdons  of  tliete  three  nrascles,  nngly  or 

Ae  pvpil ;  but  this  so-called  voluntaiy  oon-  combined,   the  eyeball  maf  be  moved   in 

traction  is  always  connected  with  a  change  nearly  all  directions.     On  the  other  hand^ 

in  the  place  of  Uie  eyeball  itself,  occasioned  the  inferior  and  internal  recti,  and  tbc  in' 

by  an  action  of  some  of  its  muscles.     It  is  ferior  obUqne,  supplied  by  the  inferior  branch 

principally  noticed  under  these  two  condi-  of  the  third  pair,  are  more  or  less  automatic 

tions.    When  an  object  is  brought  very  near  in  their  action ;  and  these  tre  compared,  by 

the  eye,  and  we  steadily  fix  our  attention  Valentin,  to  the  flexors.     By  the  single  or 

upon  it,  the  axes  of  the  two  eyes  are  madd  combined  actions  of  these  muscles  also,  the 

to  converge ;   and  if  this  convergence  be  eyeball  may  be  moved  towards  almost  any 

carried  to  a  considerable  extent,  so  that  the  point,  except  in  an  upward  and  ontward 

pupils  of  both  eyes  are  sensibly  directed  direction. 

towards  the  inner  canthus,  a  contraction  of  _^ 

the  pupil  takes  place.    The  final  cause  or 

purpose  of  this  contraction  is  very  evident.  OBSERVATIONS 

When  an  object  is  brought  near  the  eye,  the  on  the 

""^•1  ?!r^*°^ ,  ^" /•  J^"^**,  ^^1/?*  TREATMENT  OF  tHTHISlS. 

pupil  (if  it  remained  of  its  usual  size)  at  an  v^*  *  u.«&AaaAo. 

angle  of  divergence  so  much  greater  than  '"" 

that  which  would  allow  them  to  be  properly         7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gatetlt, 
refracted  to  a  focus,  that  indistinct  vision  ^ 

would  necessarily  result.  By  the  contraction  xrr      ^^*        i^x         ^«         ,       t* 

of  the  pupa,  however,  the  extreme  or  most  Without  attempting    to   discuss  the 

divergent  rays  are  cut  off,  and  the  pencil  is  ^^"^8  ^^\^^^  <>f  ^^e  extensive  variety 

reduced  within  the  proper  angle.   The  prin-  ^f  general  modes  of  treatment,  or  of  the 

ciple  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  on  which  ^^^  multitude  of  single  remedies  which 

the  optician  applies  a  stop  behind  his  lenses,  now  constitute  the  therapeutics  of  pul- 

which  reduces  'their  aperture  in  proportion  monary   consumption,  1   shall  merely 

to  the  shortness  of  their  focal  distance,  presume,  in  the  following  remarics,  to 

Contraction    of  the  pupil  is  also  noticed  adduce  a  series  of  arguments  which,  as 

when  the  eyeball  is  performing  that  rotation  they  are  intended  to  lead  to  a  tolerably 

upwards  and  inwardiB  which  has  been  already  accurate  appreciation    of   the    Causes 

spoken  of  as  occasioned  by  the  contraction  which,  in  a  ver>'^  large  proportion    of 

of  the  inferior  obUque  muscle;  and  which,  cases,  tend  immediately  to  excite  this 

when  performed  along  with  violent  respi-  disease    into    confirmed  activity,  may 

^^^^^.  .^4'^  -tiff?,  ?™^^ft  lis  i 


caaa^i     a «     ao     ^/  l#  t  mV  uo     vaacav    asa     %ijjiyT     ^^avuaaa^a      waa^  ^             w                                              ^                ^                                ' 

surfiice  of  the  eye  is  more  effectually  swept  I{j^ V  ^*""2^.  ^^^^^  "*"^^  originality  to 

free  from  impurities  which  may  have  gathered  [^^  '^^ts  which  I  have  advanced,  as  it 

upon  it,  than  it  would  be  by  the  downward  has  merely  been  my  intention  to  apply 

motion  of  the  lid  alone.    But  the  pnpfl  is  &  senes  of  principles,  most  of  which  are 

not  contracted  when  the  eyeball  is  volun-  commonly  reco|[nised  by  pathologists, 

tarily  rotated  upwards  or  inwards — an  action  to  a  system   oi   treatment  which,  al- 

which  is  principally  affected  by  the  superior  though   it  mav  not  improbably  have 

rectus,  some  fibres  of  which  are  sufficiently  been  long  employed  by  several  practi- 

far  removed  from  the  central  axis  of  the  tioners,  and  has  already  received  some 

globe,  to  give  it  an  internal  direction.  There  attention  from  writers  upon  phthisis, 

is  good  reason  to  believe,  therefore,  that  the  is  not  at  present  generally  adopted  by 

actions  of  the  second  branch  of  the  third  ^j^g  profession                       ^         mt          j 

T^^u  in   great  part  automatic;    and  j^  ^^^^^^  {               ^     unknown  to 

Vrieotm  has  founded  upon  this  reasomng  a  ^^^^^  pathological  inquirer  that 

very  ingenious  theory  of   the    consensual  „..r^„^i.*u-  r  i*  "'^b**-***  *"4"y«^*   •^"»«' 

movements  of  the  eyeball,  which    I  shaU  cases  of  this,  often  so  called^  irrepara- 

now  endeavour  to  exphun.    The  rectus  su-  ^*®  disease,  are,  in  its  earlier  stages, 

perior,  obUquus  superior,  and  rectus  ex-  continually  undergoing  an  almost  spon- 

tenius,  which  are  supplied  from  the  first  t*neous  cure.     From  rather  extensive 

branch  of  the  third  pair,  and  by  the  fourth  opportunities  afibrded  me  during  several 

and  sixth  pairs,  are  all,  in  his  estimation,  years  of  examining,  post-mortem,  the 

purely  voluntary  muscles ;  and  he  considers  bodies  of  patients  at  a  large  metropolis 

them  analogous  to  the  extensors  of  the  limbs,  tan  hospital,   I  think  it  may  be  safely 

spine,  &c.,  which  are  for  the  most  part  dis-  stated  that  in  at  least    one-eightli  of 

tingmshed  by  the  same  character.    By  the  the  cases  of  those  who  die  of  various 


MR.  CHEVERS  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OP  PHTHISIS.  793 

diseases,  appearances  of  phthisis,  cured  diseasev  but  are  usually  taken  off  by 
in  its  incipient  stages,  will  be  found  the  sudden  accession  of  extensive  pneu- 
commonly  at  the  apices  of  the  lungs,  monia,  pleurisy,  or  pericarditis,  appear- 
in  the  form  of  depressed  puckerings  of  ing  either  singly  or  in  conjunction,  and 
the  pleural  surfaces  covering  well-  generally  assuming  a  highly  asthenic 
marked  cicatrices,  altered  tubercles,  or  character. 

collections  of  strumous  atheroma,  toge-  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
ther  with  calcareous  masses,  evidently  of  tubercular  matter  depositedin  the  Imigs, 
tubercular  origin,  completely  enclosed  or  elsewhere,  is  disposed  toandergo  but 
within  the  pulmonary  tissue.  Again,  we  Uttle  change  so  long  as  it  is  permitted 
by  no  means  unfrequently  observe  phthi-  to  remain  in  a  state  of  rest.  It  can 
sical  cavities  of  considerable  size,  but  scarcely  be  doubted  that  many  persons 
evidently  undergoing  a  process  of  con-  continne  for  years  the  subjects  of  slight 
traction,  perfectly  emi>tie<l  of  tubercular  stmmous  infiltration  of  die  lungs  with- 
matter,  and  lined  with  a  thick  false  oat  manifesting  any  of  the  symptoms 
membrane  which,  duringlife,  poured  out  of  confirmed  phthisis :  and  if  there  be 
a  copious  secretion  of  healthy  lookinj^  truth  in  the  supposition,  maintained  by 
yellow  pus*.  These  circumscribed  cavi-  several  able  pathologists,  thatthis  de- 
ties  cannot  be  confounded  with  dilated  posit  is  often  congenital,  it  must,  of 
bronchi,  ifexaminedwith  due  attention,  coarse,  fre<^uently  nappen  that  those 
and  their  phthisical  character  is  usually  affected  by  it,  passinp^  tnrou^h  the  nn- 
established  by  the  presence  of  tubercles  merous  vicissitudes  ofdisease  incidental 
scattered  in  the  luncr  immediately  siir-  to  childhood,  either  attain,  in  adoles- 
roundingthem.  Indeed,  it  will  usually  cence,  a  strength  of  constitution  which 
be  fouim,  in  examining  the  bodies  of  defies  the  accession  of  phthisis,  or,  at 
patients  who  have  died  of  long-pro-  any  period  of  adult  or  declining  age, 
tracted  phthisis,  that  the  walls  of  the  become  exposed  to  some  unusually 
voinicce  first  formed  in  the  disease  are  violent  cause  of  disturbance  to  the  re- 
nearly  entirely  free  from  ulceratine  tu-  spiratory  functions,  which,  causing  the 
bercular  matter,  being  lined  througnout  tubercles  to  suppurate,  developes  the 
with  a  tolerably  even  "pyogenic" mem-  disease  in  its  most  confirmed  severity, 
brane.  This,  then,  indicates  the  mode  The  cause  of  disturbance  which,  in  a 
which  nature  sometimes  adopts  for  the  great  majority  of  cases,  appears  to  be 
remedy  of  phthisis  in  its  advanced  mainly  instrumental  in  setting  up  ulce- 
stages.  Pulmonary  tubercular  matter,  rative  action  around  pulmonary  tuber- 
once  in  a  state  of  suppuration,  cer-  cles  is  irritation,  of  the  bronchial  mem- 
tainlypossesses,  in  common  with  several  brane,  and  its  necessary  result,  cough, 
other  morbid  products  of  strumous  ori-  There  seems  to  be  great  fallacy  in  the 
gin,  the  interesting  properhr  of  under-  generally  received  opinion  that  the 
going  a  series  of  actions  which  would,  cough  in  phthisis  is  commonly  the 
without  doubt,  either  isolate  it  even-  restUt  of  the  presence  of  tubercular 
tually,  or  lead  ultimately  to  its  com-  matter  either  in  the  parenchyma  or  the 
plete  removal  by  ulceration,  and  to  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs ;  for  if  it  be,  how 
patient's  consequent  recovery,  pro-  shallweaccount  for  the  long  residence  of 
viding  (the  cause  which  immediately  bullets,  shreds  of  cloth,  and  other  extra- 
excited  ulceration  having  been  re-  neous  bodies,  of  old  and  partially  ab- 
moved)  the  sufferer's  strength  could  be  sorbed  apoplectic  clots,  cerebriform  and 
sufficiently  maintained  under  the  con-  very  extensive  htematoid  tumors,  scrofu- 
tinual  drain  of  pus  from  the  abscesses ;  lous  matter  converted  into  calcareous 
or  if  it  were  possible  to  prevent  nature's  substance ;  and  lasthr,  of  miliary  tuber- 
sanative  process  from  being  fatally  in-  cles  in  the  lungs  of  persons  in  whom 
terrupted  oy  the  development  of  exten-  their  existence  is  not  indicated  by  cough 
sive  disease  in  other  organs,  or,  as  is  during  life,  and  is  often  detected  only 
more  frequently  the  case,  by  the  oc-  by  autopsieal  examination  ?  Another 
currence  of  acute  pulmonic  attacks,  to  argument,  practically  acknowledged  by 
which  phthisical  persons  are  so  liable  most  writers  upon  tne  subject,  of  the 
as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  common  ob-  frequent  dependence  of  phthisis*  imme- 
servation  that  patients  (in  hospitals) — 

rarely  die  of  the  ultimate  efiects  of  the  *  it  will  be  perceived  that,  throogbout  tbese 

1 -_ remarks,  I  make  use  of  the  term  •*  pbtbiiia"  to 

•  Laeimec.    Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  Edin.  Med.  aigni^r  Dolmonary  contaraption  in  iU  developed 

and  Swf .  Journal,  vol.  xvU.  and  obTionsform. 
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diately  upon  the  irritation  produced  by  symptoms  previously  to  the  time   at 
the  action  of  coughing,  is  derivable  from  which  the  epidemic  seized  them,  and 
the  fact  that  many  persons,  members  invariably  traced  back  the  commence- 
of  highly  consumptive  families,  who  ment  of  their  fatal  malady  to  the  pcri«>d 
have  su&red  from  repeated,  attacks  of  of  that  attack.    And,  lastly,  it  may  be 
hsmoptysis,  and  present,  in  a  striking  observed  that,  in  nearly  all  the  cases  of 
degree,  all  those  outward  signs  which  patients  who  die  during   the  earlier 
are  allowed  to  indicate  the  existence  of  stages  of  developed  phthisis,  the  Hnings 
tubercles  in  the  lungs,  continue  for  of  the  bronchial  tubes  are  found  to  pre - 
years,  and  perhaps  to  the  extremity  of  sent  traces  of  inflammation,  usualijr  of 
a  long  life,  to  enjoy  immunitv  from  an  acute  or  subacute  kind,  evidezioed 
symptoms  of  confirmed  phthisis,  naving  by  vascular  injection  and  thickening 
fortunately  chanced  to  escape  attacks  oi  the  membranes,  with  the  efibsion  of 
of  bronchitis  in  this  climate,  or  having  a  glairy  and  tenacious,  or  occasionally 
always  adopted  the  precaution  of  re-  semi-purulent  sacretion.    It  must  not, 
moving  to  a  mild  unirritating  atmos-  however,  be  supposed  I  would  attempt 
phere  abroad  at  the  first  apprehension  to   prove  that   the  softening  of  pul- 
of  danger.    As  a  converse  to  this  ar-  monarv    tubercle    nwariabh  depends 
gument,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  allude  upon  the  irritation  of  Ixonchitis;  as  it 
to    the  great  mortality  from  phthisis  is  unquestionable  that  instances  occur 
which  prevails  among  persons  occupied  in  which  this  process  must  be  attribated 
in  Uiose  trades  where  certain  mineral  to  causes  purely  constitutional.    Take, 
or  vegetable  molecules  are  continually  for  examples,  the  cases  of  those  who, 
inspired;  such  as  needle-pointing,  flax-  after  suffering,  for  very  long  periods^ 
diessing,  &c.    It  has  been  proved  that  from  extensive  glanddlar  or  arthritic 
but  few  of  the  workmen  so  employed  suppurations  of  a  strumous  character, 
survive  the  age  of  thirty  or  thirty-five  at  fast  perish  from  the  breaking  down 
years,  unless  they  are  careful  to  adopt  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs.    Or,  again, 
some   of   the  ingenious  contrivances  the  instances,  too  commonly  met  with 
suggested  to  prevent  the  particles  firom  in  this  town,  of  individuals  who,  after 
being  inhalea.    So  frequently  is  the  enduring  for  years  the  extremes   of 
ulceration  of  tubercular   matter   de-  famine,  exposure  to  cold,  excess  in  the 
pendent  upon  irritation  of  the  mem-  use  of  spintuous  liquors,  unceasiiip^  toil, 
orane  lining  the  pulmonary  air-tubes,  and  the  almost  constant  inhalation  of 
that,  upon  making[  inouirv  of  patients  a  noxious  atmosphere,  eradually  sink 
as  to  the  manner  m  wnicn  this  disease  under  the  ravages  of  phtnisis.  It  would 
first  attacked  them,  we  rarely  fail  to  as-  be  useless,  in  tnese  and  in  several  other 
certain  that,  at  the  commencement,  hav-  parallel  cases  which  might  be  adduced, 
in^caughtcold,  they  suffered  from  bron-  to  seek  for  accessions  of  bronchitis  as 
chitis,  perhaps  complicated  withpleurisy  the  immediate  excitants  of  the  fatal 
or  pneumonia ;  that  the  severer  symp-  attacks :  but  it  does  appear  that,  except 
.toms  abated  under  treatment,  or  wore  in  the  most  imhealthy  districts  of  over- 
off  of  themselves,  but  that  the  cough  populated  cities,  the  occurrence  of  cases 
has  continued,  with  more  or  less  se-  of  this  description  is,  if  not  absolutely, 
verity,  ever  since.    I  mav  mention,  as  comparatively  rare.    For  it  is  probi^le 
an  illustration  of  this,  tnat  the  fipreat  that  pulmonary  tubercles  seldom  be^n 
characteristic  of  the  influenza  which  to  ulcerate*,  until  submitted  to  the  in- 
passed  through  our  metropolis  like  a  fluence  of  some  direct  cause  of  irrita- 
pestilence,  in  the  winter  of  1836,  was  tion,  such  as  bronchitis;   unless  the 
the  intense  and  obstinate  bronchitis  patients  are  sufiering  under  a  diseased 
from  which  nearly  every  person  at-  condition    of    the    system    far   more 
tacked  suffered  in  a  greater  or  less  severe  even  than  that  which  has  been 
degree ;   and  which  appeared  to  give  termed  "  tubercular  cachexia." 
its  peculiar  &tality  to  that  epidemic.  These  remarks  have  not  been  ofifered 
For  a  long  period  after  it  haa  ceased  either  as  new  observations  or  as  necea- 
to  be  prevalent  a  very  unusual  number  saiv  confirmations  of  the  even  popu- 
of  patients  continued  to  be  carried  off  larly  understood,  but  often  discussed, 
by  phthisis :  many  of  these  individuals,  &ct  that  pulmonary  consumption  may 
whom  I  had  the  opportunity  of  ex-  be  called  mto  activity  by  bronchial  ir- 

amining  at  Guy's  Hospital,  stated  that — ■ -^ — 

they  had  never  suffered  from  phthisical  *  Or  rather  to  be  sunoundMl  by  ateerstion. 


MR.  CHEVERS  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PHTHISIS.  785 

ritation ;  but  with  a  view,  in  the  first  removal  of  the  immediately  exciting 
place,  of  directing  the  attention  of  your  cause  of  the  disease,  must  tend  to  leave 
readers  to  the  necessity  of  invariably  the  tubercle  to  undergo  partial  absorp- 
inquiring  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  tion  or  the  ossific  change ;  and  to  give 
bronchi  at  the  commencement  of  de<  any  small  vomicfe  which  may  have 
yeloped  phthisis  j  at  that  period  when  formed  a  disposition  to  heal  upon  a 
it  is  to  oe  inferred,  from  the  physical  natural  principle,  analogous   to   that 
and  rational  svmptoms,  that  the  tuber-  which  causes   the   sinuses  extending 
cular  matter  nas  ceased  to  remain  in  a  from  a  scrofulous  joint  to  close  when 
quiescent  state,  and  is  begfinnin?  to  the  caiious  portions  of  the  articulating 
soften  and  produce  ulceration  of  its  surfaces,  and  with  them  the  sources  of 
nidus.    And,  secondly,  of  urging  the  irritation,  are  removed;  and  in  the  same 
propriety  of  treating  a  proportion  of  manner  as  obstinate  swellings  and  sup- 
the  cascA  of  phthisis,  met  with  in  this  purations  of  the  gums  and  cneeks  often 
stage,  simply  as  instances  of  acute  or  subside  after  the  extraction  of  diseased 
sub-acute  bronchitis  j  by  very  carefully  teeth.    For  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
managed  general  and  local  depletion,  that  the  lung  is  probabl;^  as  well  dis- 
counter-irritation, and  the  admmistra-  posed  to  heal  after  either  injunr  or  dis- 
tion  of  mercurials   and  antimonials,  ease  as  any  organ  in  the  body;  as  is 
with  the  other  routine  remedies  for  shown  by  the  numerous  cases  upon 
active  inflammation  of  the  pulmonary  record  of  rapid  recovery  from  exten- 
air-tubes;  wherever  the  character  of  sively  penetrating  gun-shot, .  bayonet, 
the    cough,    expectorated   matter,   or  and  rapier  wounds  of  the  chest;  by  the 
phvsical  signs,   indicates   the  recent  facility  with  which  the  pulmonary  tis- 
mduction  of  OTonchial  irritation ;  pro-  sue  is  known   to  close  over  various 
viding  the  patient*s  ^neral  health  will  foreign  bodies  which  have  been  vio- 
admit  of  such  remedies ;  as  will  be  the  lently  introduced ;  as  well  as  by  the 
case  in  a  great  majority  of  instances  obliteration  of  pneumonic  abscess,  and 
where  a  state  of  marked  cachexia,  the  the  absorption  of  large  clots  effused 
result  of  preceding  disease  or  vicissi-  into  the  parenchyma   from   ruptured 
tudes,  has  not  been  previously  esta-  pulmonary  vessels.  It  cannot,  however, 
blished.  But,  unhappily,  these  patients  be  assumed  that  the  removal  of  the 
seldom  become  aware  of  the  true  nature  immediately  exciting  cause  of  the  dis- 
of  their  malady,  or  think  of  applying  ease  will  be  sufficient  to  put  an  end,  at 
for  medical  assistance,  until  some  of  once,  to  its  progress  or  to  the  patient's 
the  outward  symptoms  of  confirmed  danger :  it  will,  at  best  (if  the  plan  of 
phthisis  begin  to    be    superadded  to  treatment  has  been  so  judiciously  car- 
those  of  bronchitis;  when  tnese,  having  ried  out  as  to  effect  the  prime  design 
taken  on  a  more  chronic  character,  of  removing  the  bronchitis,  without 
will  scarcely  admit  the  emplo3rment  of  materially  diminishing  the    constitu- 
ihat  very  strict  antiphlogistic  system  tional  power,  which,  if  once  lost  in 
which  would*  have   been    required  a  this  malady,  is  so  difficultly  regained) 
little  earlier  in  the  disease.    Still  it  place  the  diseased  parts  in  a  condition, 
must,  of  course,  be  evident  that  (pro-  the  most  favourable  possible,  to  undergo 
viding  the  views,  alreadv  submitted,  a  process  always  of  necessity  slow,  and 
relative  to  the  causes  which  appear  to  ever  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  fresh 
be  usually  productive  of  the  suppura-  attacks  of  bronchitis,  or  to  be  terminated 
tion  of  pnlmonarv  tubercles  be  correct)  prematurely  by  some   fatal  accident, 
an  adoption  of  the  old  plan  of  tonic  or  such  as  the  opening  of  a  vomica  into 
stimulating  treatment,  during  the  earlier  the  pleural  cavity,  or  the  sudden  ulcera- 
etages  of  the  morbid  process,  is  strongly  tion  of  an  unclosed  pulmonaiy  vessel, 
contraindicated ;  as  tending  to  generate  It  will  be  the  practitioner's  constant 
a  state  of  pulmonary  congestion  which  study  to  avert  these  and  other  casualties ; 
is  so  likely  to  cause  hsemoptysis,  to  aid  as  he  may,  very  freauently,  succeed  in 
the  already  commencing  ulcerative  ac-  doing,  by  guarding  tne  individual  from 
tion,  and  to  render  the  patients  more  injurious  vicissitudes,  and  by  taking, 
than  usually  liable  to  attacks  of  that  as  a  chief  guide  for  his  plan  of  consti- 
fearful  species  of  general  pneumonia  to  tutional  treatment,  the  actual  power 
which  tne  subjects  of  pnthisis  arc  so  (not  the  mere  activity)  of  the  patient's 
&tally  disposed.    Whereas  the  pursuit  circulation;  at  the  same  time  continuing 
of  an  opposite  course,  aiming  at  the  in  readiness  to  apply  his  remedies  to 
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the  obviation  of  local  symptoms  immc-  matter,  and  must   therefore    have    a 

diately  they  appear ;  as  most  of  the  tendency  to  keep  np  irritation  in  the 

cross>accident8  which  are  apt  to  occur  diseased  surfaces  upon  which  it  g^favi- 

suddenly  in  this  disease  may  often  be  tates.     These  arguments  appear   na- 

recognised  at  their  earliest  approach,  turally  to  lead  to  the  proposition  that 

and  checked,  in  /tmine,  by  an  attentive  the  advanced  stages  of  phthisis  may 

and   prompt   observer.      Successfully  frequently  be  advantageously  treated 

aided  bv  such  precautions,  nature  will  by  means    similar    to    those   UAually 

seldom  rail  to  proceed  gradually  towards  adopted  in    simple   cases  of  chronic 

the  accomplisnment  of  a  curative  pro-  bronchitis — a  practice  which  is  doubt- 

cess.    We  may  now  advert  to  the  more  lesslv  very  frequently  followed  by  me- 

advanced  stages  of  phthisis— to   the  dical  men,  but,  not  being  founded  upon 

cases  in  which,  extensive  vomicae  having  the  j^rincijples  above  advanced,  is  seldom 

formed,  the  patients  are  slowly  becom->  persisted  m  to  the  proper  extent.     The 

ing  exhausted  from  the  constant  drain  great  primary  objects  of  this  plan  of 

of  pus  and  puriform  mucus  from  these  treatment  are  the  diminution  of  die 

cavities  and  the  bronchial  membrane,  morbid  discharge  and  the  re-establish- 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  all  cases  ment  of  the  natural  exhalation  from 

of  confirmed  phthisis  the  important  the  bronchial  membranes.    A  lemark 

functions  of  the  lining  of  the  air-tubcs  made  by  Dr.   Rainy^  the  late  distin- 

are  serioufidy  interrupted  $  the  secretion  Kuished  Professor  of   the  Theory  of 

of  this  membrane  becomes  profuse  and  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Glas^gow, 

morbid,  and  its  power  of  throwing  out  upon  the  g^eat  power  which  belladonna 

a  halitus  is  freauently  in  a  great  measure  has  in  restraining  too  copious  aeeretion 

lost;   to  whicn  last  circumstance  the  from  mucous  membrane^ led  me  to  be* 

occurrence  of  the  coUiauative  sweats  heve  that  this  medicine  miffht  be  ad- 

and  diarrhoea,  which  add  so  much  de-  vantageously  employed  in  wose  caaes 

bility  and  anguish  to  the  latter  days  of  of  chronio  bronchitis  where  there  ia 

consumptive    patients,    appear  to  be  evident  relaxation  of  the  air-tubes,  ac- 

often    mainly   attributable.      It   has  cumpanied  by  a  very  copious  expecto- 

already  been    submitted    that    acute  ration  of  thin  sputa  $  and  I  found  that 

bronchitis  very  commonly  precedes  the  it  certainlv  appeared,  although  given  in 

ulceration  of  pulmonary  tubercles :  it  ver^  small  doses,  to  have  the  e£^t  of 

may,  with  equal  truth,  be  alleged  that  diminishing  the  secretion  with  great 

the  same  disease,  degenerated  into  its  rapiditv.      I  am    strongly  impiessed 

chronic  form,  is,  although  probably  not  with  tne  idea  that  we  might  yery  ad- 

the  sole  instrument,  certainly  one  of  the  vantageously  avail  ourselves  of  it,  with 

principal  agents  in  keeping  up  the  irri-  the  intention  of  checking  the  bronchitis, 

tation   upon  which  the  extension  of  in  a  certain  class  of  cases  of  phUiisis 

disease  in  the  phthisical  cavities  de-  in  the  advanced  stages ;  giving  it,  for 

pends.    It  cannot  beaigued  successfully  about  a  week,  in  very  small  doses,  cooi- 

that  the  discharge  from  these  abscesses  bined  with   gentle   diaphoretics   and 

fives  rise  to  the  inflammation  of  the  diuretics,  to  avoid  the  occurrence  of 

ronchial  membrane^  as  we  seldom  find  diarrhoea ;  gradually  increasing  it  until 

the  marks  of  active  inflammation  upon  its  action  becomes   evident ;    discon- 

this  surface  (excepting  where  the  pa-  tinning  its  use  immediately  it  shall 

tient  has  died  of  an  acute  attack  super-  have  produced  its  efl^ect  in  diminishing 

added    to    the  chronic),    but  merelv  the  quantity  of  the  expectoration,  and 

those  well-known  characters  by  which  following  it  up  bv  the  employment  of 

bronchitis  ofvery  long-standing  is  com-  those  means  which  are  best  calculated 

monly  recognised.    It  is  far  more  rea-  to  promote  healthy  transpiration  from 

sonable  to  assume  that  the  contrary  is  the  bronchial  membrane*.    The  results 

the  case,  as  the  discharge  from  the  ab-  to  be  expected  from  the  adoption  of 

scesses  is  usuallybland  and  albuminous,  such  a  plan  of  treatment  are  these, 

seldom  becoming  fetid  until  the  disease  That  the  vomicsB,  having  in  all  proba- 

is  very  far  advanced*;   whereas  the  TTZTZT^nHZ Z ^  ^  ,.  ^ — • 

muco-punilent  secretion  from  the  tubes  fc,  2?^"S?1f  tPJSSSS  MtadSS?~ 
contains  a  large  proportion  of  saline  ^^  Pbarmacopceia  of  Qay's  Honitai.    The 
r 1—1 ,  foUowingU  the  formula:— 

♦  When  it  does  probably  react  upon  the  mucous        «« R  Belladonme,  unc  Uss.  j  Spfritus  Tenuioris. 
membrane,  which  also,  at  this  period,  hsa  a  ten-  Oct.  J. ;  macera  per  dies  auatuoidedm  et  cola 

flency  to  become  aphthous.  Dosia,  a  min.  v.  ad  xv.  bis  terre  qnotidie.'* 
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bility  been  already  emptied  of  tubercular  of  those  local  or  constitutional  remedies 

matter^wouldbe  left,  on  the  subsidence  which  have  been  found  beneficial  in 

of  the  bronchitis,  in  a  state  of  compara-  phthisis,  and  may  not,  in  any  way,  in- 

tive  rest  j  and,  as  it  has  long  been  ob-  terfere  with  the  carrying  out  oi  this 

served  that  the  inner  surfaces  of  chronic  principal  intention. — I  am,  sir, 

strumous  abscesses  bear  a  very  close  Your  obedient  servant, 

resemblance,  in  function,  to  the  true  Norhan  Chevers, 

nracous  membranes,  it  is  fair  to  presume  M.D.  H.R.C.S. 

that  even  the  phthisical  cavities  them-  «f  Htymarket,  July  23, 1841. 
selves,  having  their  secretion  checked 
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by  the  action  of  the  belladonna,  would 
after  a  time  gain  a  tendency  to  contract : 
while  deposits  of  tubercular  matter  in  PATION. 

other  parts  of  the  lungs  would  be  ren-  

dered  less  liable  to  take  on  suppurative        «_.•,,.        -,,,.,  ^ 
action,  as  the  frequency  of  the  cough,        ^  '**  ^^*^  ^  '**  lf«rfuf«/  Owelfo. 
and,  with  it,  the  main  cause  of  irritation,  Sir, 


ler  in  the  earher  stages  of  the  dis-  ^uty  to  transmit  it  to  you  for  insertion 

ease,  or  in  cases  where  there  is  much  i^  your  journal.    I  send  it  as  recorded 

hectic,  or  an  evident  tendency  to  pul-  Jq  the  notes  and  remarks  made  durini? 

monary  congestion;    or,  again,  where  the  time  of  my  attendance, 
portions  of  tubercular  matter  contmue  /^j  remain  ^ 

to  be  voided  ^th  the  sputa.    It  can  y^^  obedient  servant, 

only  be  apphcable  to  that  class  of  cases  ^^p^^  j^^^,^ 

m  which  the  natients  have  been  lonjj  iBUmrton  July  loth  I84i 
struggling  with  the  disease;  where  it  .  ^^  »  x  »  • 
is  prooablie  that  the  walls  of  the  larger  April  13th,  1841. — I  was  called  this 
cavities  are  nearly  free  from  tubercles,  njeht,  at  half- past  eleven,  to  see 
and  death  is  to  be  feared  from  the  slow  W.  F.  L.,  st  19,  who  had  just  arrived 
drain  which  the  constitution  suffers  in  at  Staples  Inn  from  the  country,  where 
the  profuse  and  long-continued  expec-  he  had  held  the  situation  of  assistant  in 
toration.  The  veiy  chronic  cases  of  a  classical  academv.  His  most  urgent 
phthisis  appear  to  be,  in  every  respect,  symptom  was  violent  spasm  of  the 
those  which  offer  the  fiiirest  scope  for  muscles  of  the  upper  part  of  the  trunk, 
medical  treatment,  as  it  will  generally  for  which  I  prescribed  a  sedative  mix- 
be  found  that  the  constitutions  of  these  tnre,  leaving  his  case  for  more  full  in- 
patients have  been  originally  good ;  and  vestigation  next  morning. 
It  is  usually  fair  to  suppose  (even  if  I4ai. — I  found  him  this  morning  up 
stethoscopic  examination  f&ils  to  ac-  and  dressed.  He  had  passed  a  tolerable 
auaint  us  with  the  fact)  that,  although  night.  His  countenance  was  florid, 
the  cavities  may  be  large,  considerable  but  not  flushed ;  eye  bright;  pupil  con- 
portions  of  the  lungs  still  remain  free  tracted ;  face  indicating  no  emaciation ; 
from  tubercular  infiltration  ;  as  in  the  body  and  limbs  muscular,  and  even 
those  cases  where  the  deposition  of  fat;  chestpigeon-shaped;  ribs  flattened 
tubercles*  has  gone  on  to  an  extreme  on  left  side  over  region  of  the  heart, 
degree  before  symptoms  of  confirmed  He  still  suffered,  though  in  a  less  de- 
{ihthisis  occur,  the  patients  generally'  gree,  from  spasmodic  action  of  the 
sink  very  rapidly  from  the  spreading  of  diaphragm  and  muscles  of  the  back 
suppurative  action  from  mass  to  mass  ana  chest.  Pulse  70  to  80,  regular; 
of  the  morbid  deposit,  or  from  the  tongue  moist,  and  slightly  coated 
occurrence  of  extensive  and  intractable  with  a  brown  fur  :  dvspentic.  He 
pneumonia.  I  would,  in  conclusion,  has  constantly  vomited  blooa  in  large 
a^in  strongly  urge  the  propriety  of  quantities,  and  also  passed  the  tome 
directing  our  main  plan  of  treatment  by  stool  and  with  his  urine,  and 
in  most  cases  of  phthisis,  during  the  been  subject  to  frequent  epistaxis ; 
two  stages  which  f  have  attempted  to  has  slight  cough,  with  expectoration 
describe,  to  the  relief  of  the  bronchitis  tinged  with  blood ;  breath  very  short ; 
which  so  very  frequentiy attends  them;  there  exists  great  tenderness  to  the 
making  use,  at  the  same  time,  of  any  touch  under  both  clavicles,  and  over 
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the  region  of  the  heart;    respiratory  rhafictendency,  blood  being  constantly 

murmur  at  upper  part  of  left  lun^  dull;  discharged  from  five  outlets  -  the  sto- 

perspiration  at  night  occasional,  but  mach,  lM)wels,  nose,  lungs,  and  kidneys, 

not  profuse.    The  bowels  prc\'iou8  to  or  bladder.    This  may  form  a  part  of 

this  illness  were  habitually  constipated,  that  general  laxity  of  system  to  which 

He  informs  me  that  he  has  frequently  I  have  alluded  as  having  existed  three 

had  diarrhoea  during  his  illness,  which  years  since ;  still  there  must  be  some 

has  been  checked   oy  anod3nies;   and  other  circumstance  to  bring  this  ten- 

when  he  has  taken  purgatives  his  mo-  dency  into  operation,  and  one  must  be 

tions  have  been  relaxed,   but  mixed  founa  consistent  with  the  other  symp- 

with  lumps  of  fsecal  matter.    He  com-  toms.  It  cannot  be  phthisis,  as  all  other 

Elains  of  a  sense  of  fulness,  and  can  s^^mptoms  of  an  advanced  stage  of  this 
ear  no  pressure  over  the  abdomen,  disease  are  absent.    The  hemorrhage 
which  is  tumid  and  very  hard:  appetite  is  too  general  to  be  the  result  of  an 
slight ;  tidies  only  arrow-root.  organic  lesion.    Is  it  not  obstruction  ? 
I  remember  that  I  attended  him  three  Then,  where  the  seat,  and  what  the 
years  since,  when,  from  his  symptoms,  nature  of  that  obstruction  ?    Does  it 
and  the  fact  that  his  mother  died  from  not  consist    in    constipation^  of    the 
phthisis,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  bowels,  and  do  not  the  tumid  state  and 
he  would  very  probably,  at  some  remote  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  the  freauent 
period,    also    prove    consumptive.      I  diarrhQea,and  the  passing  of  solid  ueces 
remarked  at  that  time  the  peculiar  de-  after  purgatives,  favour  this  opinion  ? 
velopment  of  the  ends  of   the  bones.  Is  not  the  proper  secretion  from  the 
and  all  those  symptoms  which  denote  exhalents  of  the  mucous  surface  thus 
the  absence  of  a  due  portion  of  earthy  prevented,  and  the  circulation  inter- 
particles  in  the  osseous  system,  as  well  rupted — every  organ'gorged  ?  And  does 
as  a  want  of  firmness  and  tonicity  in  not  nature  seek  to  remedy  this  by  the 
the  other  solids.     He  informed  me  this  occasional  exudation  of  blood  through - 
morning  that  he  has  been,  during  the  out  the  whole  mucous  track  ?     iEnd 
last  several  months,  under  the  treat-  may  not  the  spasmodic  action  be  caused 
ment  of  three  surgeons,  successively,  by  the  consequent    irritation  of   the 
of  whom  the  last  in  attendance  called  S3^mpathetic,  pneumognstric,  and  phre- 
in  a  physician  resident  in  the  town,  nic  nerves  ?     it  appears  to  me  to  be 
who  attended  hini  during  the   three  not  only  probable,  but  almost  certain, 
weeks  preceding  his  visit  to  London.  I  have,  therefore,  to  feel  my  way,  or- 
I  also  received  this  morning  a  letter  dered  a  table-spoonful  of  castor  oil  to 
from  this  physician,  conveying  to  ine,  be  taken,  and  repeated  if  necessary, 
in   a  very  courteous  and    unreserved  and  the  evacuations  to  be  kept  for  my 
manner,  an  account  of  the  case,  and  the  inspection,  determining  to  be  ^ided  by 
treatment  to  which  his    patient  had  them  as  to  the  propriety  of  administer* 
been  subjected.     He  spoke  of  the  case  ing  further  purgatives, 
as  one  of  **  great  pecuharity,"  and  was        i5th. — Passed  a  good  night ;  sufiered 
inclined  to   thinK    that  there  existed  little  from  pain  or  spasms :  took  yes- 
**  serious  organic  lesion  both   in   the  terday  .^ss.  of  castor  oil,  which  caused 
stomach  and  one  of  the  large  intestines,'*  the  expulsion  of  a  ^reat*  quantity  of 
as  well  as  "  some  morbia  affection  of  feecal  matter,  of  which  .there  was  at 
the  phrenic  nerve  and  par  vagum."  least  Ibj.ofscybala,  of  the  circumference 
His  treatment  consisted  m  the  occa-  of  a  small  orange,  and  three  or  four 
f^ional  administration  of  purgatives  ;  in  inches  in  length,  of  a  dark  colour,  and 
the  use  of  the  Plumb.  Acet.  with  Ext  most  offensive  smell,  and  mixed  with  a 
Opii,  and  the  application  of  leeches  small  quantity  of  blood.    The  abdomen 
and  blisters.     I   must  in  justice  beg  is  considerably  less  tumid;  considera- 

{}articular  attention  to  o^e  part  of  his  ble  pain  and  distension  at  the  com- 

etter,  where  he  stated  that  owing  to  mencement  of  the  descending  colon ; 

the  shy  and  eccentric  habits  of  his  breath  not  so  short.    To  take  the  same 

patient,  neither  himself  nor  his  usual  quantity  of  castor  oil,  and  throw  a  quart 

medical  attendant  could  ever  see  I'.ny  of  of  warm  water  up  the  rectum, 
the  discharges.  16th. —  Feels  to-day  much  better; 

I  give  the  following  remarks  as  they  has  lost  the  sense  of  fulness,  of  which 

stand  in  my  original  notes.     Here  the  he  so  much  complained ;  pain  and  dis- 

most  striking  symptom  is  the  hnemor-  tension  of  colon   less ;  breathing  im- 
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proved;  has  expectorated  a  little  blood;  Urine  copious,  and  less  turbid;  abdo- 

convulsive  action  only  occasional  and  men  much  reduced  in  bulk,  and  soft- 

slic^ht ;  appetite  good ;  pulse  and  tongue  ened.    Slight  tenderness,  and   consi- 

as  before.     Has  used  tne  injection,  and  derable  fulness,  in  situation  of  arch  of 

taken  the  oil,  and  discharged  about  a  colon,  and  in  the  right  hypochondriac 

pint  of  fsecal  matter,  semiflmd,  evidently  re^on.    To  continue  the  mixture,  with 

Bcybala  broken  up  by  the  injection  and  a  httle  gentian,  and  one  of  the  following 

oil,  a  considerable  portion  consisting  of  pills  with  each  dose, 

the  inner  skins  of  oranges' and  seeds  of  ^  Hyd.  Chlorid.  gr.  §;  Ext.  Colocynth, 

figs,  which  he  supposes  were  eaten  a  gr.  iij. ;  Ol.  Menth.  Pip.  )tlj.  ft.  Pil. 

month  since ;  not  so  dark  or  offensive  Mitte  xij. 

as  yesterday.  21st. — Improving   in    every  respect. 

Oil  and  Injection  to  be  repeated.  No  hcemoptysis.    Passed  a  remarkable 

17th. — Has  passed  about  the  same  quantity  ofdarkfeeculent  matter,  partly 

quantity  of  feecal  matter  as  yesterday,  scybalous.     Urine  clear.    To  continue 

and  of  a  similar  quality,  though  of  a  pills  and  mixture, 

lighter    colour;     abdomen     generally  22d. — Has  had  several  motions  of 

much  less  tumid,  especially  in  the  re-  dark  fceculent  matter.    Last  night  two 

gion  of  the  descending  colon  j  has  had  or  three  table-spoonsful  of  blood  were 

veiy  slight  return  of  the  convulsive  suddenly  voided  by  the  mouth,  but  not 

action  ;  no  discharge  of  blood ;  sleeps  "^  the  act  of  coughing:     Has  directed 

well ;  apetite  good.  niy  attention  to  a  pulsation  in  the  cpi- 

To  continue  Oil  and  Injection.  ^^^^"^  T^S^on  ycry  sensible  both   to 

the  touch  and  sight.   To  take  two  pills 

8th.— Still  improving ;  very  bttle  three  times  a  day. 
pain  and  spasm ;  bowels  acted  several  23d.— Slight  hsemoptysis.  Pulsation 
times  ;  motions  watery  and  liglit  co-  less  distinct.  Has  passed  an  almost  in- 
loured,  containing  no  blood ;  slight  credible  quantity  of  dark  fceces,  mixed 
expectoration  of  blood ;  urine  turbid ;  with  the  skin  of  pears,  which  he  said 
tenderness  over  the  chest  still  exists,-  he  ate  a  month  since.  To  continue 
walked  a  mile  yesterday.  pills,  with  blue-pill  instead  of  calomel. 

R  Tinct.  Digital.  3j';  Pot.  Nitrat.  31. ;  24th. — Has  j^assed  a  ereac  number  of 

Acid  Sulph.   Dil.  538. ;     Inf.   Rosar.  watery  evacuations  perfectly  free  from 

5vj.  M.     A  sixth  part  three  times  a  scybala,  but  mixed  with  fjEcal  matter, 

day,  with  a  tea-spoonful  of  salts  as  often  and  containing,  for  the  first  time,  bile, 

as  required.  Has  very  severe  pain  in  right  hyno- 

I9th. — Complains  more  to  day  of  pain  chondriac  and  iliac  regions.    Feanng 

and  spasm,  pernaps  induced  by  walking  the  effects  of  hypercatharsis,  I  have 

four  miles  yesterday,  and  eating  too  full  directed  six  leeches  to  lie  applied,  to  be 

a  meal.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  not  followed  bv  an  opium  poultice. 

l)een  able  to  walk  a  mile  for  the  last  25th. — Quite  free  from  pain.  Bowels 

six  weeks  till  yesterday;  and  that,  till  acted   four    times   without    medicine; 

he  came  to  town,  he  could  not  eat  more  motions  relaxed,   not  watery,  and  of 

than  two  or  three  mouthfuls  without  good  colour. 

stopping,  the  food  appearing  to  go  no  26th. — No  pain,  spasm,  or  hsmop- 

furtner  than  the  chest.    Bowels  acted  tysis.   Bowels  acted  freely  without  me- 

freely;    motions    watery.      Pulse    60;  dicine.     Apparently  quite  well, 

tongue  cleaner.     I  went  with  him  to-  28th. — I^iach  day.  since  I  saw  him,  has 

day  to  see  him  take  a  vapour  bath,  passed  five  motions  without  medicine. 

The  temperature  was  very  gradually  caused,  I  imagine,  by  the  free  secretion 

increased,  lest  haemoptysis  sTiould  be  of  bile,  to  the  stimulus  of  which  the 

produced.    Whilst  in  tne  bath  he  per-  bowels  appear  to  have  been  so  long 

spired  profusely,  and  when  he  lert  it  unaccustomed.  I  this  day  discontinued 

was  free  from  pain  and  spasm.  my  attendance.     In  the  course  of  a 

20th. — ^Bowels  acted  three  times;  last  fortnight  he  passed  about  one  hundred 

motion  copious,  consisting  of  very  dark  motions. 

green  fceculent  matter,  taking  the  form  On  the  29th  he  called  upon  me,  and 

of  the  rectum,  but  very  hard.  Has  had  said  he  had    that    day   walked  nine 

slight  expectoration  of  blood  this  mom-  miles.     A  short  time  after,  he  returned 

ing.  Says  he  has  spit  blood  for  the  last  to  the  country.  The  last  report  received 

three    years    almost    every    morning,  from  him  bore  date  27th  of  May,  whan 
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he  stated  that  he  was  in  possessipn  of  disease  erery  where  in  the  neighbour- 
better  health  than  he  had liad  for  some  hood  of  low  swampy  or  marshy  grounds, 
years  past.  which  are  subject  to  be  oyerflojvedby  tlie 

I  think  my  professional  brethren  will  freshes  after  great  rains,  or  to  be  covered 

consider  me  justified  in  concluding  that  occasionally  by  inundatumsjrom  the  $eaJ^ 

the  heemorrhage  was  produced  by  ob-  In  allusion  to  the  undrained  state  of 

struction  consequent  upon  constipation;  marshland  and  the  Bedford  level  at 

the  convulsive  action,  by  irritation  of  that  period,  he  says,  '*  The  banks  in 

the  sympathetic,  pneumogastric,  and  those  places  near  tne  sea  are  subject  to 

phremc  nerves;  and  the  extreme  short-  be  broken  by  the  impelling  force  of 

ness  of  breath,  by  the  thrusting  up  of  hieh  tides,  accompanied  with  strong 

the  diaphragm,  thereby  diminishing  the  gales  of  wind ;  and  those  in  the  inland 

cavity  of  the  chest.  parts   of  the   country  are   liable    to 

I  communicated  to  the  physician  breaches  from  the  weight  of  water 
lately  in  attendance  the  result  of  the  after  jgreat  rains.  The  inundations 
case,  and  my  opinions  thereon,  who  from  the  sea  are  generally  followed  by 
agreed  with  me  in  every  respect,  ex-  worse  consequences,  in  respect  to  health, 
cepting  that  he  could  not  but  imagine  than  those  from  the  fresh  water.  If 
there  must  be  some  structural  lesion  they  extend  far,  they  cover  much  low 
from  which  the  heemorrhage  had  oc-  ground  under  cultivation,  and  fill  many 
curred,  not  only  whilst  the  patient  was  ditches,  which,  in  many  situations,  can- 
under  his  care,  but  also  on  other  and  not  be  drained  by  any  other  means  than 
frequent  occasions.  evaporation  by  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

Dead  fish,  left  upon  the  overflowed 

land,  become  putnd,  and  animal  and 

ON  THB  vegetable  life  destroyed  by  the  salt 

PRODUCTION  OF  MALARIA  AFTER  water,  in  the  various  insects,  reptiles, 

INUNDATIONS  FaoM  th«  SEA.  5?^  ^^^^  ^J^f  ^^  animals,  and  the 

diflerent  vegetable  productions  which 

happen  to  be  covered  by  it;  and  the 

Jb  ike  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gagette.  miasmata  which  must  arise  from  such 

an  accumulation  of  putrefaction  pro- 

^^^'  duce   the   worst    kind    of   remittent 

Afteb  perusing  in  your  journal  Prof,  fevers."    After  one  of  the  irruptions 

Daniell^    interesting    paper    on  the  *  of  the  sea,  he  observes,  "  The  stench 

Spontaneous   Evolution   of    Sulphu-  of  the  exhalations  arising  from  the 

retted  Hydrogen  Gas  in  the  Waters  of  corrupted  stagnant  water,  and  putrid 

Western  Africa,  and  his  quotation  from  half-oried  mud  or  ooze,  was  most  in- 

Signor  Giorgini's  paper  in  the  Annales  tolerably  offensive;    the  efl^uvia  was 

de  Chimie,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  almost  suffocating ;  and  it  was  almost 

scientific  inductions  of  those  ^ntlemen  impossible  to  avoid  a  nauseii,  a  lan^or, 

have  been  long  since  anticipated  by  and  a  constant  spitting,  wnilst  within 

one  of  our  most  distinguished  provincial  their  in fluence." 

physicians.    To  Dr.  Robert  Hamilton,  The    memorable    new-year's    gale, 

of  Lynn  Regis,  the  author  of  the  inva-  1779,  was  attended  by  an  inundation 

luable  monograph  on  the  uses  of  mer-  of  the  sea;   the  effects  of  which,  de* 

cury  and  opium,'  in  Duncan's  Medical  veloped  by  the  extreme  heat  of  the  five 

Commentaries,  we  also  owe  a  pamphlet  successive  summers  and  autumns,  were 

of  great  practical  utility,  designated  seen  in  the  fevers  of  those  years,  which 

"  Observations  on  the  Marsh  Remittent  were  more  violent,  universally  epidemic. 

Fever,  more  particularly  in  regard  to  and  more  fatal,  than  in  any  period 

its   appearance   and  return  every  au-  within  Dr.  Hamilton's  remembrance 

tumn  after  the  inundation  from  the  since  he  had  resided  at  Lynn,  which 

sea,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1795,  and  was  then  forty  years, 

the  five  succeeding  years  at  Lynn,  and  The  devastating  epidemics  so  graphi- 

its  environs."  cally  delineated  in  the  above  pamphlet 

As  Dr.  Hamilton's  pamphlet  is  not  have  lone  ceased ;  and  the  practitioner 

accessible  probably  to  the  great  majo-  of  the  olden  time  (some  sixty  years 

rity  of  the  profession,  some  quotations  since)  would  no.lonser  identify  the  pre- 

therefrom  may  not  be  inapposite.     He  valent  diseases  of  this  district,  as  tney 

says, '*  The  remjittent  fever  is  the  same  now  present  themselves.    One  of  the 
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most  unhealthy  portions  of  Britain  has  the  scrotum  and  testes  natural.  Imme- 

become  one  of  the  most  salubrious,  diately  above  the  scrotum  there  was  a 

thanks  to  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  fold  of.  integument  attached  to  what 

originated  and  accomplished  the  drain-  might  be  termed  a  penis ;  there  was  the 

ageof  this  portion  of  tne  Bedford  Level,  glandula  preputium,  with  the  inferior 

The  river  Nene,  one  of  the  principal  surface  placed  superior,  and  grooved 

outlets  of  this  system  of  drainage,  now  along  the  urethral  part  of  the  penis ; 

ebbs  out  ten  feet  below  its  former  level.,  between  the  umbilicus,  pubes  and  recti 

Through  the  Kene  Outfall  and    the  muscles  intervened  the  posterior  part 

Bau-Brink  Cut  the  science  of  Telford  of  the  bladder,  with  a  termination  of 

and  Rennie  have  secured  an  almost  the  ureters  and  vas  deferens,  the  in- 

complete  natural  drainaee.  ternal  surface  of  the  bladder  bein^  ex- 

The  observation  of  Signor  Giorgini  posed  to  the  air.  On  again  examining 
that  "  the  mixture  of  fresh  and  salt  the  case,  July  8th,  I  was  surprised  to 
water  thus  formed,  and  which,  in  see  two  streams  of  urine  passing  out 
Summer,  was  rarely  changed,  liecame  through  the  ureters,  as  ii  they  had 
corrupt,  and  spread  infection  over  the  been  expelled  by  muscular  power, 
neighbourhood  of  the  most  destructive  Without  doubt  the  pelves  of  the  kid- 
kind,"  is  eaually  applicable  to  the  neys  were  filled,  and  by  the  act  of  un* 
state  of  marsh  land  in  the  time  of  Dr.  dressing  the  child,  pressure  was  made 
Hamilton.  by  the  mtestines  over  the  anterior  part 

The  pamphlet  was  published  with  of  the  kidneys,  so  as  to  expel  the  water 

other  papers  by  the  doctor's  widow  in  the  form  of  a  stream,  muscular  fibre 

after  his  aecease,  which  took  place  in  having  never  been  demonstrated  either 

1793 ;  hence  there  is  an  error  in  the  in  the  glands  or  their  ducts.    The  cor- 

title,  and  for  1795  read  1779.  rect  definition  of  the  erectile  tissue  is 

The  production  of  one  form  of  malaria;  still  involved  in  mystery.  Professor 
by  the  decomposition  of  the  sulphates  Miiller  thought  he  had  demonstrated  a 
in  sea  water,  seems  the  most  in^nious  set  of  helicine  vessels,  but  was  success- 
theory  yet  promulgated.  To  the  pro-  fully  refuted  by  M.  Valentin,  who  sub- 
fessional  chemist  may  be  left  the  dis-  sequently  showed  the  peristaltic  action 
cossion  of  the  subject. — I  am,  sir,  of  the  ureters  through  the  influence  of 
Your  obedient  servant,  the  sympathetic  nerve,  bv  irritating 
William  England,' M.D.  any  of  the  abdominal  ganglia.    In  Mr. 

ivubech*  July  31  1841.  Barle's  case,  which  was  in  a  child  seven 

[ '       years  of  age,  he  contrived  an  apparatus 

to  prevent  the  constant  dribbling  of 

MALFORMATION  of  thb  GENITALS,  wa^jr  over  the  skin,  by  haying  a  sflver 

bowl  attached  to  an  elastic  tube  com- 

'""^  municating  with  a  bladder,  and  secured 

To  the  Editor  qfthi  Medical  Gazette.  round  the  thigh.  It  would  be  desirable 

^  to  know  whether  the  plan   j>ur8ued 

*•  answered  the  purpose,  as  it  is  well 

Thb  present  case  of  malformation  of  known  to  every  jniustical   man  how 

the  genitds  has  come  under  mv  obser-  great  the  diffiotuty  is  in  afibrding  even 

▼ation,  similar  to  the  one  related  by  Mr.  temporary  means  of  relief  in  any  case 

Earle  (in  the  Lancet,  vol.  ii.,  1832  and  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  tone  in 

1833^  p.  797) ;  and  what  renders  these  the  bladder. — I  am,  sir, 
cases    more   singular  than  other  in-  Your  obedient  servant^ 

stances  of  lusus  naturee,  is  the  sem-  Jonh  Grantham. 

blance  of  health  they  present.    This  cnyfn&t  Kent,  July  astfa,  i84i. 
child  is  in  every  way,  humanly  speaking, 

calculated  to  have  an  average  duration        Dr.  Vernon,  of  Bury,  in  Lincoln - 

of  life.    On  examination  of  the  case,  shire,  has  reported  a  similar  case  in 

with  my  friend,  Mr.  D.  Culhane,  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sui^cal 

Dartfora,  June  30th,  1841,  the  following  Journal,  vol.  xxvii.,  1827|  p-  81. 
appearances  presented  themselves.  The 
cnild  was  in  excellent  health,  with  a  — 

good  cranial  development;  chest  well 
formed ;  the  arms  and  legs  of  full  size ; 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  *«  T  "^  *""  ^^T*^,  Z^  "^ 

panson  is  extremely  well  arawn,  and 

Friday y  August  13,  1841.  ^g  think  that  no  honest  man  can  read 

it   without   being   convinced   of   the 

•<  Licet  omnibm,  licet  etUm  mihifdiprniUtetB  .    h^Tipfit    that  will   rMulL    if   the 

-rfrtl.  if«K<»  toeil ;  potestM  modo  veniendi  in  «^^^   Denem   tnai  iffcUl  resUK,   11    ue 

publicum  itt,  dicendi  periculnm  son  recuso."  metropolitan  student  can  be  afforded 

Cicero.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^   advantages  of  a 

THE  COLLEGIATIS  SYSTEM  IN  colkgiate  system     In  a  dom^tic  point 

MEDICAL  SCHOOLS.  ^^  ^^^^'  *^^  ^^^^^^  f  ^*^^"&^  ^/^^  "^"^ 

now  chosen  by    hazard,  with    every 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  we  find  ^           ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  certainty  of 

the  opmions  which  we  expressed  last  discomfort,  for  othere  set  apart  for  turn 

April,  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  either  in  the  college  itself,  or  in  some 

some  measure  of  the  system  of  Colleges  ^^.^^^  appointed  house,  and  arranged 

for  the  more  regular  disciphne  and  edu-  ^^^              ^^    ^  j.^^  economy  and 

cation  of  medical  students,   entirely  ^^^j.^^ .   .^^4^^  ^f  ^^      ^j^  ^^^^^^ 

concurred  in  by  some  of  the  most  m-  ^^^^  ^^^  imjgularly,  in  all  the  noise 

fluential  members  of  om-  profession.  ^^^  annoyance  of  a  public  room,  he 

Nor  are  the  assurances  of  ready  co-  ^^^,^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  .^  ^^^^                  ^^ 

operation  confined  to  them     We  have  ^.^  ,^„^^  ^^^^^^^^^  j^  ^^^j^  ^^^^ 

lately  received  a  pamphlet'  by  the  hall,  with  all  possible  attention  tohi» 

Rev.  J.  H.  North   the  estimable  chap-  ^^j.      j,;^  health,  and  Ids  i«ipecta- 

Imn  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  in  which  ^.^     ^  ^^  .^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^^^ 

the  advanta^s  of  the  system  are  urged,  ^^  ^j      ^  completely  his  own  master 

though  briefly,  yet  with  an  admirable  .^  j^  ^j^^    ^^^^^  he  can  scarcely 

force  and  clearness :  and  we  have  good  .ji          •       ^u      ^          #!.• 

,   ,.       *             ,          ®,  avoid  becoming  the  slave  of  his  own 

reason  to  believe,  that  what  he  has  .         .",...        -       - ,,      , 

,    .           ...               ,  momentary  inclination   for    folly,  he 

expressed   is    entirely  in    accordance  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ,^^     ^^^^^  guperintend- 

with  the  feehngs   of   sevend  of  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^.        ^^     ^^^  ^^^^ 

members  of  his  profession,  and,  indeed  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^        ^^,^           ^ 

of  all  who  are  in  a  position  to  judge  of  ^^e  desire  of  the  esteem  of  his  feUow 

the  necessity  of  such  a  system  as  that  ^^^^          ^           ^hom  he  would  be 

we  have  advocated.  a»       n      i      j       j      i.                  i 

•»#     XT    *i.f     1  ..      .       -1-.         3.  continually  placed,  and  whose  general 

Mr.  North's  letter  is  addressed  to  *  *   *C       i      ^*u   n  n              u 

„.-...-.,.,,          .          .-  assent  to  the  rules  of  the  College  would 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  than  whom,  if  i_    ^i.       ^,  .       ,         ,  .  if 

.»..   .  js-    X     !-•         :..         .             !_•  make  them  <A«r  rules,  which  no  one 

this  indicates  his  readiness  to  give  his  .,              u  o.          ji     -.v   '^ 

•  J  ^    ^1-    r    ^i_              *  .1.         X  among  them  could  disregard  without 

aid  to  the  furtherance  of  the  system,  a  .         .       ^i.     j-    i              ^  ^i_ 

_^     ^        ,.  ^           ,j        '  mcurnng  the  displeasure  of  the  rest* 

more  important  coadjutor  could  not  be  *              j    .    ^    j    i.  i_  •        i       -i 

-       ,     Tx    J        X   ^i_     1         11  Ii^  a  word,  instead  of  being  placed  as 

found.    It  advocates  the  plan  solely  on  ,            .     .              .^            i^  .i_  .    .* 

^,               J     *  xi-             f       J    ./  he  now  is,  m  a  position  such  that,  if 

the  ground  of  the  moral,  and,  if  we  ,     ,           n    •*.  •       t    -^           ^  i  * 

1    ^t.    J         ^.      J       A  'ic  does  well,  It  IS  only  by  great  labour 

may  so  speak,  the  domestic  advantages  ,      ,-.       .,        /...      -,. 

1.-  V  -^        ij     ir   J  .     xi.          J-    1  2i^d  self-control,  and  in  spite  of  his 

which  it  would  afford  to  the  medical  ,        ,      .        '                 ^f^         ... 

.,.      AJ.U---.J        I               X  external   circumstances,    the  medical 

student.    And  this  it  does  by  present-  ^j^          ij^ji_.       ,*. 

^,                            •           V  •  1.  student  would  find    himself  m   one 

ing  the  same  companson  which   we  ,                    .          ,                   , , . 

drew ,  that.  mimeJy.  between  the  re-  *''*,'!  T'^^  «fc«mstance  around  hm, 

,.^         -                    J.    ,  would  favour  his  advancement  towards 

spective  conditions  of  a  young  medical  ,         w     tt       ....          %^ 

f  ^-«*  ««^  «f  -  f^^uJL^^  °  •  »  8^d  result.    He  might  in  such  a 

student  and  of  a  freshman   gome:  up  j    .n  /*     .-xi_                         , 

°      °     ^  case  do  ill  (for  if  there  are  some  whom 

«U  if  S'.o,n^i  s,SS^r?h%tS!Si  "«>   cin^unistances  can   prevent  from 

^o^'m^'a^X'SK St.  We"  Ho/pi£:   r^'"8  ^''y  '^  «^'  ^^'^  ««'  '»»^*« 

churrhiii,  nnd  Hutciiard  tnd  Son.  whom  none  can  benefit),  but  if  he  did. 
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it  would  be  utterly  his  own  fault :  it  are  not  confined  to  the  domestic  ar- 

would  be  in  spite  of  circumstances  that  rangements  and  comforts  of  the  stu- 

he  did  ill,  as  much  as  it  is  now  in  spite  dent ;    but  exist  as  palpably  and   as 

of  them  that  any  one  does  well.  mischievously  in  all  that  regards  his 

Mr.  North  has  taken  care  to  prove  profession&l  education.  If  "  the  life 
the  error  of  thinking  that  there  can  of  a  medical  student  may  be  well 
be  no  need  of  a  change  in  a  system  described  by  the  word  desultory/' 
under  which  such  men  as  have  oma-  there  is  certainly  no  part  of  his 
mented  our  profession  have  been  life  to  which  that  term  is  more  corn- 
trained.  Such  a  change  might  not  be  pletely  applicable  than  it  is  to  the 
necessary  for  the  great  and  eminent,  mode  in  which  he  commonly  pursues 
and  yet  might  be  most  useful  for  the  his  studies.  He  receives  no  more  ad- 
ordinary  class  of  students.  **  That  the  vice  or  guidance  as  to  what  books  or 
resolutely  industrious  will  make  good  even  what  subjects  he  should  work  at, 
progress  under  any  system,  while  the  than  he  does  as  to  what  rooms  or  what 
incorrigibly  idle  will  be  mended  by  associates  he  should  choose ;  nor  is  his 
none,  is  no  good  argument  against  such  own  judgment  in  the  matter  more  likely 
an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  educa-  to  lead  him  aright  in  one  than  in  the 
tion  as  shall  provide  suitable  aids  for  other  case.  The  only  plan,  if  it  de- 
those  who,  being  neither  resolutely  in-  serves  the  name,  that  is  set  before  him, 
dustrious,  nor  incorrigibly  idle,  are  is  the  curriculum  of  education  required 
likely  to  be  assisted  or  hindered  ac-  by  the  Apothecaries'  Company;  and 
cordingly  as  the  circumstances  by  this  he  cannot  attempt  to  follow  with- 
which  they  are  surrounded  are  or  not  out  absolute  mischief.  The  subjects 
favourable  to  their  comfort  and  disci-  which  it  gives  him  to  study  at  once  and 
pline."  We  need  not  say,  that  among  all  together  are  so  numerous  and  so 
medical,  not  less  than  in  any  other  wide,  that  not  even  the  most  resolutely 
class  of  students,  those  who  are  of  the  industrious,  though  he  may  possess 
kind  to  receive  such  benefit  are  a  great  more  than  the  average  amount  of  abi- 
majority  of  the  whole.  If  there  be  lities,  can  hope  to  master  them  all. 
any  peculiarity  among  the  students  of  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
our  profession,  it  is,  that,  from  the  na-  rapeutics.  Practical  and  Physiological 
ture  of  their  occupation  and  their  Anatomy,  and,  in  general,  Surgery  both 
associations,  they,  more  than  others,  by  lectures  and  practice,  are  expected 
need  that  circumstances  should  be  ren-  to  be  studied,  and  in  great  measure 
dered  favourable  to  their  progress  learned,  in  seven  months,  by  a  man  who, 
towards  good.  it  may  be,  has  previously  been  in  utter 

For  all  that  relates  to  the  moral  and  ignorance  of  them  all.    The  result  of 

domestic  advantages  of  the  collegiate  such  a  requirement  is,  that  either  all 

system,  we  are  content  to  refer  to  Mr.  the  subjects  are  totally  neglected,  or. 

North's  pamphlet ;  it  will  not  fail  to  which   is    not    better,   they    are    all 

produce  a  strong  feeling  in  fevour  of  studied,  but  no  one  of  them  learned  to 

the  measure  that  it  advocates ;  and  we  any  profitable  degree.    They  are  rare 

cannot  yet  wish  any.  thing  better  for  exceptions,  in    which  a    student  has 

the  cause,  than  that  it  may  have  a  very  the  discernment  to  find  out  that  he  is 

wide  circulation  both  among  and  be-  misguided  by  the  curriculum,  and  must 

yond  our  own  profession.    But  we  are  altogether  neglect  the  majority  of  the 

very  anxious  to  have  it  clearly  esta-  subjects  set  him,  for  the  sake  of  stu- 

blished  that  the  evils  of  the  present  dying  profitably  some  one  or  two  of 

absence  of  system  in  medical  schools  them. 
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And    even   when   such   a   subject  lectured  to,  but  fs/onrerf/ the  personal 

of  study  is   determined  on,  as  with  instruction  which,  coneenimted  in  the 

proper  management  might  be  learned  form  of  a  short  grmdmg  before  exami^ 

well  in    the   given  period,   still,  for  nation,  is  now  mischievous^  should  be 

want  of  due  guidance,  every  student  made  useful  by  being  distributed  oTer 

throws  away  much  both  of  time  and  of  the  whole  period  of  study,  and   by 

Ifiboiu*.      The   same   desultory    plan  being  made  the  guide  of  all  the  stu- 

which  he  followed  in  attempting  at  dent's  progress. 

first  to  study  every  thing,  now  mars  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  this 
his  study  of  any  one  subject ;  he  gene-  mode  of  instruction,  essential  as  we 
rally  knows  neither  what  he  had  best  believe  it  to  be,  should  be  undertaken 
read,  nor  how  he  may  best  unite  his  by  the  several  lecturers.  Nor,  were  it 
reading  with  personal  observation,  nor,  possible,  is  it  certain  thnt  such  a  plan 
as  he  proceeds  in  reading,  can  he  form  would  be  advisable :  for  the  lecturers 
any  just  idea  of  what  progress  he  is  are  of  necessity  guided  by  the  schemes 
making  in  knowledge.  And  so  he  often  of  education  required  by  the  diploma- 
goes  on  through  all  his  time  in  error ;  tizing  bodies ;  and  these,  as  we  have 
and  after  having  worked,  it  may  be  already  said,  if  strictly  followed,  must 
hard  and  with  much  well-meant  Indus-  always  produce  eviL  It  would  be  far 
try,  he  finds  himself,  when  his  examina-  better  that  in  each  school  there  should 
tlon  comes,  lamentably  deficient;  his  be  officers  analogous  to  the  tutors  of 
labour,  expended  at  wrong  times  and  Colleges,  on  whom  the  general  manage- 
in  wrong  directions,  has  been  expended  ment  of  the  education  of  all  the  stu- 
to  no  profit,  and  he  is  intellectually  dents  should  devolve ;  whose  business 
not  better  than  the  idler.  This  is  no  it  should  be  to  ascertain  the  stala  of 
imaginary  picture ;  it  is  drawn  from  knowledge  of  each,  and  thereby  to 
examples  that  we  see  occurring  almost  decide  for  him  what  should  be  his 
daily ;  and  the  evil  is  the  necessary  and  future  course  and  method  of  study. 
unavoidable  result  of  the  present  sys-  The  same  persons,  in  the  full  establish* 
temless  schemes  of  medical  teaching.  ment  of  the  Collegiate  system,  should 

Now,  to  correct  these  grievous  errors,  have  the  inmiediate  superintendence  of 

the    Collegiate    system    would   be  a  theCollege,bothin  respect  of  discipline 

sovereign  remedy.    What  is  wanted  is,  and  of  domestic  arrangements ;  in  a 

that  each  student  should  have  at  all  word,  they  should  hold  as  nearly  as 

times  his  work  definitely  apportioned  might  be  the  same  offices  as  College 

to  him,  and  should  be  instructed  in  the  tutors,  and  to  them  the  students  should 

best  mode  of  learning  it.    The  progress  be  taught  to  look  as  to  their  immffdialf 

he  makes   should  be  ascertained  by  preceptors. 

regular  examinations;    not  such  ex-  That  some  of  our  medical  schools 

aminations  as  those  are  which  have  will  soon    become    Colleges    we  can 

been  lately  introduced  into  most  of  the  scarcely  doubt.     It  will  be  no  BinaU 

courses  of  lectures,  in  which  questions  honour  to  the  one  in  which  the  system 

are  asked  at  large  to  the  whole  class,  is  first  fully  adopted ;   and  it  is  veiy 

and  answered  by  not  more  than  one  in  certain  that,  if  adopted  in  one,  the 

ten  or  twenty  of  them,  but  close  and  same  course  must  be  speedily  followed 

personal  examinations,  by  the  result  of  by  the  rest,  if  they  desire  to  retain 

which  it  might  be  determined  what  their  pupils;  for  the  advantages  will  be 

amount  and  course  of  wdrk  should  be  such  that  it  will  not  be  easy  to  find 

set  to  each  several  student.    In  a  word,  any  thing  that  will  compensate    for 

every  student  should  be  not  merely  their  absence. 
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not  been  able  to  do  Bince  the  accident.  Tut 

DeliMnd  ai  Vmimrmfy  OoUegt  Hotpitaif  emendment,  however,  did  not  oontinve  in 

Bt  8Ainj«L  Coop«»,  Esq.  ^ *«Tee here dweribed.  Hence, fOT«cn»l 

weeks,  a  mechanical  apparatas  has  been  em- 
Senior  Suii^cod  to  the  Hospital,  &&  ployed  for  the  purpose  of  maintaming  and 
*""*'  gradually  increasing  the  flexion  of  the  elbow, 
GBmruBMnr,— I  invite  your  attention  to  two  Together  with  the  use  of  this  instmment,  we 
ffurnpl^  of  injury  of  the  elbow  at  present  in  have  now  begun  to  combine  the  exercise  of 
thehoepital;one,attendedwithcircunistanoeB  passive  motion  for  a  certain  time  almost 
perhaps  absolutely  preventive  of  a  complete  every  day.  At  present  the  girl  undoubtedly 
care;  the  other,  generally  sure  to  have  a  has  mors  nse  of  her  arm,  than  when  she  was 
ftrvouraUe  termination  under  proper  tnat-  flrst  admitted ;  yet,  her  own  power  of  bending 
mcnt.  the  elbow,  it  must  be  omfessed,  is  very 

_      ^.  ,      ^.        .^-      -      J, .-  limited,  and,  if  passive  motion  of  it  were 

Cask  l.—Duhcation  qf  the  ubui  Jrom  the  ^^  ^^  rigorously  foUowed  up  for  some 

humerus  upwards  and  outwarde,  with  ^^     j  ^j^^^^i^  ^  spprebensive  of  an  anchy- 

fracture  or  separation  qf  the  coronM  lo^a  between  the  ulna  and  the  humenia. 

process.     The    case    qf  three    months  y^^^^^  ^^  ,j„^  j^  diapUced  backwards. 

Standing.    JHvision  qf  the  tendon  qfthe  „j  ^^  coronoid  process  is  broken  off,  or 

triceps,  detsched  in  a  young  subject  from  the  rest 

Lucy  Clayton,  Bt.  14,  sdroitted  March  of  the  bone,  you  know  perfectly  well  that 

16,  1841.    Lsst  Christmas-day  she  slipped  the  maintenance  of  the  reduction  is  much 

and  fell  down  on  the  ice,  and  hurt  her  elbow,  more  difficult,  than  when  no  such  complica- 

though  her  hand  first  came  against  the  ice,  in  tion  exists. 

the  attempt,  which  she  had  made,  to  save  In  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  work  on  Disloca- 

herself  from  harm.     Directly  after  the  acci-  tions,  I  find  the  following  observations  under 

dent  she  was  unable  to  bend  the  arm,  which  the  head  of  Fracture  of  the  Coronoid  Process 

WBS  fixed  almost  in  the  extended  position,  of  the  Ulna ;  and  they  are  interesting  in 

At  the  same  time,  a  good  deal  of  pain  was  relation  to  the  accident  now  engaging  our 

complained  of  in  the  ahoulder,  and  the  fore-  attentioD.  A  gentleman,  after  fidling  upon 

arm  was  benumbed.    The  elbow,  which  was  his  hand,  found  himself  unable  to  bend  the 

muoh  deformed,  soon  swelled  considerably,  dbow ;  nor  could  he  entirely  straighten  it. 

Five  hoore  after  the  accident,  a  surgeon.  The  same  things  happened  in  Lucy  Clayton, 

who  saw  the  case,  pronounced  it  to  be  a  «  He  applied  to  his  surgeon,  iriio,  upon 

dislocation,  and,  after  making  extension  and  examination,  fi)und  that  the  ulna  projected 

oouBter-extension,  he  ^pUed  a  lotion  of  considerably  backwards;  but  that,  aa  soon 

vin^^  and  water.  as  he  bent  the  arm,  it  resumed  ite  natural 

On  her  admission  into  this  hospital,  about  form.    He  immediately  confined  the  Hmb  in 

twelve  weeks  after  the  occurrence,  the  joint  a  splint,  and  kept  it  in  a  sling."    When  Sir 

presented  a  very  deformed  appearance,  and  Astley  Cooper  saw  this  patient  in  town, 

ito  mobility  was  but  slight.    IIm  inner  €on«  Mvend  months  had  elapsed  since  the  scci- 

dyle  made  a  remarkable  prominence,  be«  dent ;  yet  the  same  appearances,  which  the 

tween  which  end  the  displaced  ulna,  an  un-  sui^geon  described  aa  presenting  themaelvea 

nsual^lepression  was  perceptible.  The  radius  when  he  first  saw  the  injury,  still  remsined ; 

rotated  fredy.    The  pomt  of  the  olecrsnon,  namely,  the  ulna  projected  backwards  whilst 

whioh  projected  upwarda  and  backwarda,  the  arm  was  extended ;  but  it  could  be  drawn 

waa  about  half  an  inch  ftirthcr  from  thetnner  ferwaids  and  bent,  without  much  difficulty, 

condyle,  than  the  corresponding  pouit  of  and  the  deformity  was  then  removed, 

bone  in  the  other  arm  waa  from  the  same  Sir  Astiey  Cooper  had  been  for  some 

part  of  the  humerus  in  that  limb.  Whenever  years  accustomed  to  mention  this  case  in  his 

an  attempt  was  made  to  bend  the  arm,  the  lectares,  when  a  subject  was  brought  to  the 

triceps  was  rendered  exceedingly  tense.     In  dissecting  room,  who  had  met  with  the  same 

front,  a  firm  substance,  whidi  could  be  accident.    The  corctaoid  process,  which  had 

moved  about,  was  felt;  and  concluded  to  be  been  broken  off  within  the  joint,  had  united 

the  coronoid  process  detached  firom  the  rest  only  by  ligament,  so  as  to  move  readily  upon 

of  the  ulna.  the  ulna,  and  thus  the  sigmoid  cavity  waa  so 

March  18. — ^Attempt  made  to  bring  the  altered,  that  in  extension    the  ulna  glided 

ulna  into  a  better  position.    Alter  extensioD  backwards  on   the   humerus.    Sir  Astley 

and  counter-extension  had  been  maintained  Cooper  doubted,  whether  any  treatment  of 

for  some  time,  1  forcibly  bent  the  arm  over  anch  an  accident  would  perfectiy  succeed, 

my  knee.     Mr.  Q,uain  then  repeated  the  because  the  coronoid  process  does  not  admit 

sane  proosedings,  with  the  view  of  bringing  of  bony  union.    He  recommended,  however, 

the  ulna  into  ite  proper  position',  and  imme-  the  arm  to  be  kept  stesdily  in  the  bent  posi- 

diately  afterwards  the  girl  was  able  to  put  tion  for  three  wedis  after  the  injury,  so  as 
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to  render  the  ligatnentouB  union  as  ihort  u  The  particalari  of  this  cue  nake  of  ae- 
possible.  quaintod  with  one  symptom  of  a  firactwc  of 
As  in  our  case  the  triceps  was  remarked  the  inner  condyle,  which,  tiiongli  from  aaa- 
to  become  exceedingly  tense,  whenerer  an  tomical  oonaidconations  it  might  be  cipeued 
attempt  was  made  to  bend  the  arm,  Mr.  generally  to  attend  such  an  acgiilmt,  has 
Qnain  decided  to  try  what  benefit  would  not,  I  beUere,  been  noticed  by  sorgiol 
result  from  dividing  the  tendon  of  that  mus-  writers.  I  attude  to  the  pain  felt  by  the 
de,  which  operation  was  performed  about  patient  in  the  ring  and  Uttle  fiogorsy  and  ia 
three  weeks  before  the  girl  left  the  hospital,  the  palm  of  the  hand,  eridently  arisng  ham 
during  most  of  which  time  the  instrument  dilatation  or  distorbanoe  of  tluit  part  of  Ac 
was  1^  worn  a  part  of  the  day  for  the  pur-  ulnar  nerre  which  lies  between  the 
pose  of  keeping  the  Umb  bent.  This  treat-  and  internal  condyle.  You  know  that 
ment  was  certahily  prodoctiTe  of  some  good,  a  nerve  is  irritated,  or  disturbed  in  its  i 
though  the  power  of  bending  the  elbow  is  the  principal  pain  is  usually  felt  in  the  ahi. 
yet  very  limited.  She  has  been  directed  to  mate  divisions  of  it.  Thus,  in  a  case  of  pop- 
continue  the  use  of  the  splint  for  some  hours  liteal  aneurism,  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  oo 
every  day,  in  order  gradually  to  increase  the  the  popliteal  nerve  usually  causes  thegreate* 
flexion  of  the  limb  by  means  of  the  screw ;  degree  of  pain  in  the  parts  to  which  the  cs- 
and  to  let  the  joint  be  bent  and  extended  by  temal  and  internal  plantar  nervea  are  dis- 
other  persons  for  twenty  minutes  or  half  en  tributed ;    and  in  a  fracture  of  the 


hour  daily,  when  the  instrument  is  not  on  condyle  of  the  humerus,  if  the  displaoeancBi 

the  limb.     I  think  that,  in  this  manner,  she  of  the  fragment  irritated  or  disturbed  the 

will  ultimately  have  a  good  use  of  the  arm.  trunk  of  the  ulnar  nerve  behind  it,  the  pata 

would  be  chiefly  experienced  in  the  ring  and 

Cask  Ih— Fracture  qf  the  internal  co»-  little  fingers,  and  m  the  palm,  where  ie» 

djfie  qfthe  humerus,  deeper  branch  is  distributed  to  some  of  the 

Robert  Fisher,  st.  1 2  ,admitted  March  25th.  smaller  muscles  of  the  hand. 

In  running  across  the  street,  his  foot  touched  From  these  accidents  I  will  proceed  U 

the  curb-stone,  and  he  fell  with  his  elbow  notice  two  cases  of  a  different  nature* 
against  the  pavement. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  hospital  the  elbow  C^s"  III.— ^lAiWic  Iriti*. 

was  found  to  be  exceedingly   painful  and  About  two  years  ago,  William  Tomartt, 


much  swollen — ^flexion  and  extension  could  aged  22,  the  subject  of  this  daaeaae, 

be  performed,  but  not  without  severe  pain,  tracted  some  venereal  complaints,  wfafaii  wttt 

The  olecranon  did  not  project  backwards  treated  with  mercury.     Fiom  the  report  it 

more  than  natural.     Pronation  and  supi-  seems  that,  in  1939,  he  had  a  chancre   and 

nation  could  be  performed  without  assis-  vrarts.  The  chancre  was  followed  in  abovt  • 

tanoe  ;    and    scarcely  any    deformity    waa  fortnight  by  a  bubo  in  the  right  groin. 


observable  except  the  swelling.  On  making  after  this  had  been  cured,  another  swvUtat 
pressure  on  the  internal  condyle,  a  crepitus  formed  in  the  left  groin.  The  paticBt  wa» 
was  felt.    This  process  was  drawn  down-     in  the  Lock  Hospital  seven  weeks,  and 


wards,  and  was  not  on  the  same  level  with     he  left  it,  all  his  complaints  had  yielded  tn 
the  external  condyle.     The  styloid  processes     mercury,  with  the  exception  of  the 


of  the  radius  and  ulna  bore  their  normal  which  g^^ew  again  after  baring  been  cot  off. 
relative  position  to  each  other.  He  was  attended  at  University  CSbDc^tr 

Fomentations  were  at  first  applied.  Hos|Ntal  first  as  an  out-patient  for  a  glnad«« 

29th. — ^The  swelling  -and  pain  are  dimi-  lar  enlargement  and  an  abscess  m^er  cbr 

nished;  but  considerable  eochymosis  is  seen,  lower  jaw,  from  which  a  table^spooolU  of 

31st.  —  The  ecchymosis  yet  continues;  matter  had  been  discharged  by  punctsrr. 

pain  is  felt  in  the  haind,  and  in  the  ring  and  The  part  was  then  poulticod,  and  the  iodi«W 

little  finger,  especially  when  the  arm  is  ex-  of  potassium  prescribed, 
tended.  This  complaint  was  shortly  afleiwawls  foU 

April  Ist. — This  pain  is  yet  experienced,  lowed  by  an  attack  of  iritis,  for  which  be 

Two  lateral  angular  splints  have  been  applied  was  admitted  into  the  hospital, 
to  the  limb,  which  is  kept  bent  at  right        At  this  period  the  pink  vessels  of  iritia, 

angles.  always  observable  in  the  caurly  stage,  wrrr 

10th. — Splints  taken  off  and  reapplied,  perceived  running  forwards  in  the  sdcwtir 

Fractured  condyle  in  good  position.     The  coat,  parallel  to  nch  other,  and  also  ealsrged 

swelling    and    ecchymosis    have    subaided.  vessels  in  the  conjunctiva,  oootatniogblood  of 

Flexion  of  the  arm  causes  pain.  a  darker  colour,  and  presenting  a  ivlienlatrd 

22d. — Less  pain  felt  on  moring  the  joint,  arrangement.     The  red  zone,  one  of   tb« 

Still  some  pain  in  the  hand,  the  ring,  and  most  prominent  symptoms  of   iritifi, 

little  finger.  conspicuous,  around  the  maigtn  of  thm 

May  4th. — Splints  readjusted.      Patient  nea.    The  pupil  was  somewhat  t 

'flcharged.  irregular,  and  drawn  towards  the 
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thus.    Th«  iris  was  moveable,  bat  chiefly  at  has  quite  disappeared.    The  pupil  is  oon- 

its  upper  portion.     Fibriue  of  a  brown  colour  trictile,  especially  at  the  upper  part.     Pain 

was  seen  deposited  in  irreg:ular  masses  on  less ;  though  the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotica 

the  lower  part  of  the  iris,  which  had  become  are  still  far  from  being  free  from  inflamma- 

deprived  oi  its  natural  colour  and  brilliancy,  tion ;  pulse  96. 

The  patient  was  experiencing  deep-seated  Mixture,   gaigle,  and  lotion,   continued ; 

throbbing  pain  in  the  eye  and  around  the  Belladonna  to  be  re-applied, 

orbit,  wldch  was  particularly  severe  in  the  30th. — ^Vast  improvement ;  scarcely  any 

night.     The  patient  betrayed  great  intole-  intolerance  of  light;  vessels  less  injected; 

ranee  of  light.    Two  small  opaque  specks  the  iris  assuming  its  natural  colour  ;  vision 

on  the  oomea  were  noticed — the  effect  of  clearer ;   pupil  obedient  to  the  light.     Tlie 

inflammation  of  the  eye  in  his  infancy  from  red  zone  of  vessels  around  the  cornea,  still 

small-pox.     On  the  penis  no  sore  was  per-  perceptible ;  tongue  covered  with  a  yellow 

ceptible ;  merely  a  few  warts  behind   the  fur ;   pulse  92 ;  some  nausea,  and  pain  in 

corona  glandis.  the  epigastrium,  occasioned  by  the  mixture, 

The  pulse  did  not  exceed  64  ;  the  skin  which  was  therefore  omitted, 
was  dry;    tongue  rather   furred  ;    patient  Hydnirg.c.Creta,gr.v.o.n.  BeUadonnato 
thirsty,  but  his  appetite  good.  be  reappUed,  and  the  Lotion  and  Gar- 
March  25th. — The  treatment  was  com-  .]q  ^ged. 
menced  with  the  application  of  leeches  to  qi_xTk*j                     ji.t.       _•# 
the  right  temple;    L  exhibition  of  three  31rt.-Red  .one  around  the  oomea m  of 

grain,  of  calomel  and  half  a  grain  of  Pulv.  *  P*^  ^J""'  t^^  f^"'?^  ^?  ^^^^  °°  *« 

Opii  every  four  hour. ;  and  L  appUcation  ""Pn.  »'  the  in.  hu  be«.  ahrorbed.    The 

of  the  moUtened  extract  of  belU^nna  to  """umng  portion  of  it,  irhen  examined  mUi 

«.^5Ug«ment.ofthetemple.  eyebrow,  and  jr^i"5U'?,^J^i,eL't 

26th—The  calomel  piU.  and  the  beUa-  '^f,^-    Virion  improved  and  in«amm.ttoii 

donna  were  continued,   with  a  drmight  of  Sif    i«       /  ^   T"  "l^?'^!SS' 

the  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  sij.,  Aq.  3ij.  et  An-  ^  ?«•  ""^  ~*-    S."«  ">"?«  continual, 

n—    «Lf..^»  >.rf_»{.  ^  1  f..4w/ »...«...  ApnlUt. — Circnmorbitalpam quite gone> 

fam^  PohUMio-tartrah.  gr.  4,  terba   quaque  g^j^*"^  j.^^,^  intoletwioe  of  li^t.    Red  rone 

27th.-Stin  a  good  deal  of  conjunctival  ««~PPe«A«-  .?°?«"rf'°2  "'  oonjuncti« 

and  ecler^tic  infl^mation :    the  4d  zone  ">■!  "derotica  dmumshed.   Bowel,  confined, 

around  the  cornea  ha.  not  dinppeared ;  the  °'"°»  "^  ""*•     P-^J"  100. 

pupil  i.  very  irregular,  but  the  angular  defor.  '    Doae  of  Senna  Mixture  prewnibed.   Pow. 

mity  of  it  U  diminidied ;  the  margin  of  the  ^Ci  lotion,  gargle,  and  belladonna,  con- 

iri.  i.  thick ;  the  depoation  of  fibrine,  how-  tinned. 

ever,  ia  not  increawd.    Intolerance  of  light  2d. — Effiued  fibrine  nearly  all  alnorbed. 

greater,  and  the  nocturnal  pain  Jn  the  eye  No  intolerance  of  light.  ■  No  pain  in  the  eye, 

and  around  the  orbit,  and  at  the  back  of  lie  nor  around  the  orbit,    BoweU  have  been 

bead,  i.  worM,  deep  being  entirely  prevented  freely  opened.    Pulm  88,  w>ft. 

by  ita  nighUy  exacerbadoni.    The  mixture  g|^e  p]„i  continued, 
flaunfff  rickneM  and  purging ;  the  gum.  are 

very  sore ;  the  skin  rather  dry ;   the  pulse  3d.— The  puptt  greatly  dilated  by  the  bd- 

80,  and  sharp;  the  tongue  furred.  ladonna,  and  its  margin  irregular.    Vision 

Belladonna  applied  again.  C.  C.  tempori  ^^  imperfect.    Pulse  68.    Boweb  open, 

dextroad^x.    Mixture,  pills,  and  lotion,  Belladonna  discontinued, 

continued.  4th.— Pupil  stiU  dilated.    Vision  much 

28th.  —  The    following   points   of   im-  improved, 

provement  may  now  be  remarked: — Intole-  5th.  —  Gradual  ameudment.    Gums   yet 

ranee  of  light  less;    objects  more  plainly  very  sore. 

discerned;  circumorbital  and  occipital  pain  p^j^  ijydr.  c.  Creta  gr.  ijss.,  instewi  of 

quite  gone ;  pain  in  eye  itself  felt  only  when  y^  ^^  ^^ 

the  light  first  strikes  it.  Pulse  96 

Tongue   foul ;   bowels  <>P««  j^PJ^J-^  Sf*  6th.  -  Patient  much  better.     Still  some 

compre«iible ;   mixture  no  longer  produces  jj^^i^^ration  at  imier  margin  of  the  iris ; 

sickness ;  gums  very  sore.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  conjunctiva ;  and  a  de- 

Pills    to    be    discontinued,    and  mouth  g,^  ^f  ^^^  around  the  orbit,  especiaUy  at 

washed  with  the  alum  and  myrrh  gar-  j^^^^    gy^ij^  aversion  to  the  light  yet  expe- 

gle.     Mixture  and  Belladonna  to  be  rienoed.    Gums  less  sore  ;  tongue  very  foul ; 

continued.  bowels  open  ;  pulse  compressible. 

29th. — Cornea  clearer.   The  deposition  of  7th. — Pinkish  tinge  in  the  conjunctiva  yet 

fibrine  not  increased.  The  iris  becoming  more  manifest;   the  iris  irregularly  contractile; 

of  its  natural  colour.   The  angular  deformity  some  pain  in  the  right  temple  and  back  of 
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tbe  head  at  night ;    bowels  open ;    pulse  fhe  formation  of  masses  of  fibrine  ia  the 

rather  toR.  shape  of  brownish  or  reddish  -brown  taberdes 

8th. — On  account  of  the  irre^larity  of  upon  the  iris ;   and  by  a  tinge  of  the  same 

the  iris,  the  belladonna  was  re-applied.  hne  abont  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris. 

Powders  and  gargle  continued.  The  hiclination  also  of  the  pupil  towards  the 

14th.-By  this  timetheirwgttUrityof  the  iimer  commissiueof  theeyc,  orbndge  of  ^e 

iris  was  leined.    No  pmnTtemple  «id  rr^^rX^f^  ™'V\'^* ''T^^ 

back  of  the  head.    No  i^rance  of  light.  ^^  ^^'yfj^u^  *S  7**^ 

Some  indistinctness  of  vision.     Guma  not  ^t^^as  exemplified  mthui  patient.    You 

sore,    Tongue  clean.    Putae  92.  ^u?^'  ^T^'^'  '^T  "P^-r!?  ?^* 

'           ®  with  it ;  and  a  case  may  be  a  syphilitie  iritis 

BeUadonna  used.  without  it.     When  it  does  occur,  it  tends, 

15th.  —  Sight  less  clear  to-day ;  gums  with  other  symptoms  and  the  history,  to 

rather  sore ;  bowels  open.  throw  light  on  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Eye  bathed  with  warm  water ;  belladonna  The  particulars  recorded  of  our  patient 

not  employed.  fhmish  a  good  description  of  the  symptoms 


to  be  dropped'faito  tiie  eye.  °*^'°!?fj  «^''^*«>'»  f/  ^  ^  ^^  '^^^ 

17th.-Great  imprOTcinent ;  sight  better?  "^"T^  ^"^  ""'Y*  "^^  at  the  ocaput. 
no  pain  "*®  ^■*®  ^°  shews  the  possibili^  by 

22d.~Slight  drcnmoAital  pain  last  night  j  effectual  treatment  of  diSDereing  the  effused 

iris  a  littie  irreguUu-,  but  now  contracts  at  ?brinc,  even  after  vcsseU  had  beendiscernod 

its  lower  part;  sight  much  clearer.  ""  **  '"^  »  magnifymg  glass.    The  whole 

fT-         rk  "  ^   1.         ^      J  ^^^^  o' '"«  ca*®  shews  the  long  tendency  of 

Vmum  Opu  to  be  continued.  the  complaint  to  rekpse,  and  the  obstinate 

a4th. — ^Viaam  Opii  used  again.  weakness  of  the  eye  consequent  to  it.     It 

"^  Potassii  lodid.  gr.  issv ;   Aq.  Jj. ;  ter  farther  proves  the  decided  efficacy  of  a  corn- 
die  sumend.  bination  of  antiphlogistic  means  with  mercury 

26th.— Iris  now  moves  under  tiie  influence  ^^  beUadonna ;   tiie  power  of  mercury  in 

of  the  light  5  boweb  open ;  tongue  dean.  dispersmg  tiie  effused  fibrme,  or  tiie  reddwh- 

XT'  r\    -       J    T  j-j     ^    D  *«    •  brown  tubercles  of  lymph ;  and  the  usenil- 

Vmum   Opu  and    Iodide  of   Potassium  ^^  ^f  belkdonna  m  keeping  the  puptt 

continued.  dilated,  and  the  iris  away  from  tiie  capsule  of 

May  1st. — Pupil  dilated  from  the  effect  the  lens. 
of  belladonna. 

Vinum  Opii  used.  Case  IV. — Wound  of  the  BraeMni 

When  I  saw  this  patient  last  week,  his  eye  Artery,    Apoplexy. 

was  well ;  papular  eruption  had  come  out,        Matthew  West,  let.  49  ;  admitted  under 

but  was  dying  away.  Mr.  Quain,  April  8,  1841. 

This  case  is  fhll  of  instruction,  being  one        On  returning  home  this  morning,  Ibe  was 

of  the  best  instances  of  a  syphilitic  iritis  that  seen  leaning  against  a  lamp-post,  and  was 

has  occurred  in  this  hospital  since  its  first  unable  to  answer  any  questions ;  but,  from 

establishment.  papers  in  his  pocket,  the  place  of  his  resi- 

You  know  that  an  iritis  is  concluded  to  be  dence  was  ascertsined,  and  he  was  conveyed 

venereal  partiy  from  the  history  of  the  case,  home  in  a  cab. 

and  partiy  from  the  peculiar  appearances  of        A  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  attempted 

the  iris  and  pupil.  first  to  bleed  him  in  the  cephalic  vein,  and 

Here  the  history  informs  us,  that  the  pa-  then  in  the  median  basilic,  in  doing  which 

tient,  previously  to  the  attack  of  the  v^tis,  the  brachial   artery    was    pcnetratttl.      A 

had  been  under  treatment  for  different  syphi-  tourniquet  was  applied,  and    the    patient 

litic  complaints,  especially  chancre  and  bubo,  brought  to  the  hospital.     In  consultation 

for  which  mercury  had  been  used*    Then,  with  Mr.  Qnain,  it  was  decided,  that,  as  tiie 

just  as  the  iritis  was  being  cured,  a  papular  opening  in  the  artery  was  large,  and  the  limb 

eruption  came  out ;   one  of  the  secondary  paralytic,  it  would  be  better  in  this  case  not 

symptoms  of  syphilis.  to  try  pressure,  but  to  tie  the  wounded  part 

The  iritis  then  was  preceded  and  accom-  of  the.artery  without  delay.    While  pressure 

panied  with  other  venereal  symptoms  ;  a  fact  was  made  on  the  artery  in  the  middle  of  the 

sufficient  to  justify  the  suspicion  of  the  con-  arm  by  an  assistant,  Mr.  Quain,  therefore, 

nection   of  this  affection  of  the  eye  with  enlarged  the  wound  upvrards  and  downwards, 

syphilis.  and  outwards.    The  faada  sent  off  from  the 

Ilie  suspicion  may  next  be  said  to  have  tendon  of  the  biceps  having  then  been  di- 

been  freed  from  all  doubt,  by  the  special  ap-  vided,  the  wound  in  the  artery  was  exposed, 

pearances  of  the  eye  itself,  particularly  by  and  a  ligature  applied  above  and  below  it. 
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The  wound  was  then  covered  with  the  3dly,  If  oar  reasoning  and  management 

water  dressing,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed.  of  this  case  were  right,  yon  should  prefer  the 

He  had  lost  about  Ibjas.  or  Ibij.  of  blood  ligature  to  compression,  when  the  arUry 

from  the  accident.  has  been  extensively  opened,  and  the  limb 

April  13th. — Died  this  evening,  five  days  paralytic ;    because    the  first  circumstance 

after  the  apoplectic  attack  and  die  oiieration.  would  make  the  healing  of  the  arterial  wound 

The  particulars  of  the  case  from  the  period  less  likely  to  succeed ;  and  the  second  would 

of  the  operation  until  that  of  the  fatal  ter-  render  the  Hmb  less  able  to  bear  compression, 

mination  ace  intercating,  but,  as  not  bearing  without  being  followed  by  gangrene. 

upon  sui^ry,  I  now  omit  them.     Still  I  re-     ^___^_^__^_«_^ 

commend  the  perusal  of  them  to  you,  as  they  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH, 
are  recorded  in  the  hospital  book. 

Some  of  the  post-mortem  appeannces,  oeaduation  of  phtsiciahb. 

however,  I  will  notice.  

/fearf—Oii  owning  ^  dura  materjljoat  ^    ^g^^  ^          2d,  Oe  amoid  gnda.. 

5.J.  of  «rou.  fl«d  t^.    Tie  M^Anmd  ^  ^  DoctonTMediem,  took  ^  a 

^^D^tT                 Zt'  t^^^l!^  a^  University,    when   one   hund^  nd 

rtadded  with  numerou.  Uttte  tub«fd«  o<  ^^  gentlemen  .«eei*ed  tfat  degiM.    The 

l,m^  oyer  the  wpenor  p«rt  of  the  h«m».  foUowtog  i.  a  list  of  thdr  »»d^   Soeh  of 

^  __                     9     •  m                  ^1^  thesKnuemon  whose  'X'lieaes  rooeived  honour— 

Under  the  arachnoid  membr^e  Acre  wjjs  ,^^^^^^^  h.^  •  single  asterisk  (*)  «p. 

also  a   copious    effusion    of  ^ertm.    The  ,^  ^  their  namesf  thoae  «»kcted  fSr 

aiachnoid  and  the  pui  mater  ^eh^  ti^  ^^petition  for  prizes  hkve  two  (**);    and 

hemispheres    were    more    vascular    than  to  thL  who  obtained  prizes  thiti  asterisk. 

naturaL                   _.  ,    ^,     ^  (***)  are  affixed:— 

In  the  right  ventncle  hloodj  serum  was  ^       ^        ««*««. 

observed.    In  the  left,  a  large  coagulum  Cff  Scotland. — KennethM'Kenzie Adams. 

was  fbund,  occupying  all  the  sur&ce  of  the  — ^^'^Thomas  Anderson. — Hugh  T.  S.  Beve- 

thalamus  opticus  and  corpus  striatum,  which  ridge. — ^William  J.  Carlyle. — ^Robert Cassels. 

parts  were  dissolved  into  a  soft  bloody  pulpy  — Hugh  F.  C.  Cleghom. — ^Thomas  Cossar. 

mass.  — Alexander  Gumming. — James  Dewar.  — 

The  arteries  at  the  base  of  the  brain  were  **Walter  Dickson. — Robert  E.  Dudgeon. — 

thickened,  but  not  ossified.  **George  Duff. — Henry  Dunbar. — ^James 

The  chief  points  of  instruction  afforded  M.  Ferguson.—James  G.  Fraser. — Huntly 

by  this  case  relate —  G.   Gordon. — James    Grant. — Enoch    N. 

Ist,  To  the  necessity  of  using  great  caution  Houston. — John  Hunter. — Keith  Jopp. — 
whenever  you  attempt  to  bleed  in  the  median  George  S.  Keith. — *  James  Kirkpatrick. — 
basilic  vein,  because,  if  the  patient  be  in  a  fit  ^Alexander  Kirkwood. — ^lliomas  Lookup. — 
at  the  time,  drunk,  or  from  any  cause  dis-  John  M' Cosh. — George  Mackay. — *WiIliam 
posed  to  throw  his  arm  about  suddenly  and  Macleod. — ^William  S.  Pringle. — **^rancia 
violently,  the  artery  will  be  endangered.  I  Reid. — ^*Henry  Richardson. — John  T.  San- 
should  say  then,  that,  in  such  circumstance,  derson. — ^*Walter  Scott. — ^William  Smith. — 
prefer  the  median  cephalic  vein  ;  but  if  you  James  Steel. — ^William  Stuart. — **Robert 
cannot  get  blood  firom  it,  let  the  patient's  arm  Taylor.  —  William  M .  Tumbull.  —  David 
be  weD  fixed  at  all  events,  feel  for  the  pulsa-  Wilson.*— *CharIes  A.  Winchester. — ^^David 
tion  of  the  artery,  and  make  the  opening  in  WyUie. 

a  part  of  the  m^ian  basilic  vein  not  imme-  From  England. — ^William  H.  Ashley. — 

diately  over  it.    The  great  Dupuytren  had  *William  Bates.— William  Bowie.— ***H. 

seen  so  many  accidents  arise  from  bleeding  G.   Bull.  —  ^William   Catlett.  —  *William 

in  the  median  basilic  vein,  that,  as  his  lee-  Dalton. — **Richard  G.  Daunt. — William 

tares  win  convince,  he  had  a  kind  of  timidity  M.  M .  Fosbroke. — Richard  Giles. — *** John 

about  bleeding  in  this  yesseL    With  the  Graham. — James  Harrison. — Edw.  Haward. 

precautions,  which  I  have  offered,  however,  -*-Henry  Holmes. — ^Thomas  Holt. — Henry 

it  may  beperfermed  with  sufficient  safety.  Homer. — Greorge  Homiblow. — William  R. 

2dly,  Tnis  case  should  impress  upon  your  James. — ^Albert  de  Mienre. — *  James  Miller, 

memories  the  expediency  and  correctness  of  — Robert  Russell. — *Edward  H.  Sieveking. 

the  great  practical  rule  applicable  to  a  re-  — ^^^'John  E.  Stephens. — ^Robert  Steven- 

ceatly  wounded  arterial  tnuuc  requiring  to  be  son. — ^John  Underwood. — ^WiOiaBi  Wood, 

tied ;  namely,  always  to  expose,  if  possible,  From  Ireland. — ^* Alexander  Armstrong. 

]|y  on  operation,  the  wounded  portion  of  the  — John  Arthur. — Joseph  Beattie. — *Ethel- 

arteiy,  and  to  apply  one  ligature  above,  and  bert  H.  Blake. — John  J«  Bowie. — Joshua 

another    below  the    orifice   in  the  vessel.  Bull.  —  Robert   V.    Geoige.  —  Alexander 

Thus  all  risk  of  hsemorrhage  firom  the  free-  Grordon.— JohnHarrison.— ^ohnHendenon; 

dom  of  the  anastomosis  is  prevented.  — Edward  Moorhead. — ^***Go0dwin  R.  P. 
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O'Leory. — Thomas  Osbume. — John  T. 
Robinson.— **Thoma8  W.  Smith.— *Robert 
Synnot. — HastingsTwim. — AlexanderWark. 
— James  Young. 

From  Ceylon. — *James  G.  Atkinson. — 
Edward  F.  Kelaart. 

From  Jamaica. — John  E.  Bird. 

From  Barbadoea. — *  Francis  G.  Browne. — 
John  F.  Greenidge. — James  Manning. 

From  Nova  Scotia. — James  R.  de  Wolfe. 
— Simon  Fitch. — David  Gordon. 

F^m  Si.  Vince»t*». — ^William  Huggins. 

From  New  Brunswick. — George  M.  Odell. 

FYom  America. — James  M.  Reynolds. 

From  the  East  Indies. — John  E .  Freeman. 
— *WUUam  Fasken.- Thomas  G.  Scot. 

JFVom  Gibraltar, — ^Waldegraye  R.  Thomp- 
son. 

From  Italy. — Joseph  Giglioli. 

FVvm  Canada, — ^William  D.  Morrin. 

From  Poland. — *Severinus  Widobycki. 

ON  THE  CURE  OF  CRETINISM. 

Bt  Or.  Guggenbuhl. 

To  diminish  the  considerable  number  of  cre- 
tins in  the  narrow  valleys  of  the  Alps,  an 
establishment  has  been  formed  for  the  edu- 
cation of  children  who,  in  their  infancy,  pre- 
sent indications  of  this  condition.  It  has 
long  been  ascertained  that  all  young  cretins 
might  be  cured  by  transferring  them  from 
their  low  vallyes  to  the  high  mountains; 
and  that  at  a  distance  of  about  3000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea  these  unhappy  creatures 
are  no  longer  met  with. 

AU  the  midwifes  of  the  narrow  valleys 
easily  recognise  cretinism  at  the  time  of 
birth  :  they  know  that  every  child  bom  with 
a  stupid  expression  of  face,  uttering  peculiar 
cries,  and  making  strange  movements,  is  sure 
to  be  a  cretin.  When  such  an  one  is  bom,  a 
report  will,  in  future,  be  made  to  the  civil  au- 
thorities, that  the  child  may  be  taken  to  the 
national  institution,  which  is  now  founded  on 
a  mountain  in  Bemer  Oberland,  and  in  which 
all  the  necessary  arrangements  are  taken  to 
secure  the  complete  physical,  intellectual,  and 
moral  development  of  the  young  children. — 
Gazette  Medicate,  Mai  8,  1841,  from 
Haeser^s  Archivfur  die  Geaammte  Medicin, 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LEST  OF  OJBNTLEMBN  ADMITTED  IfEMBBRS. 

Friday,  July  30,  1841. 

E.  Dunn.— W.  Potter.- R.  Walton.— G.  Tran- 
ter.—J.  A.  Lackinr.— W.  T.  Borthwick.— A.  J. 
Uttle.— W.  Dniitt.-Q.  Y.  Hood.— W.  G.  Mar- 
staaU. 

Friday,  August  6. 

J.  Wilson.— L.  J.  Monteith.— A.  Gordon.— 
W.  A.  Loy.— J.  Walmsley.— C.  M*Sliane.— J. 
AtUn.— S.  P.  CbenneU.— G.Lacon.— R.  Dawaoo. 
«-A.  Allcock, 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GBNTLBICBN  WHO  HAVB  RBCBITBO 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thursday,  August  5,  1841. 
G.  C.  H.  Winn,  FOrtishead.— B.   Hosktes, 
Derbyshire.— J.  Buxton,  Denmark  Hill,  Camber- 
well,  Surrey.— L.  D.  Smyth,  Bingham.— F.  H. 
Kelson,  Bath,  Somerset. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 
Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 

Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 

Saturday,  the  Slst  July,  1841. 

Small  Fox U 

Measles m 

Scarlatina  8 

Hooping  Cough  U 

Croup  s 

Thrush    6 

Diarrhoea    11 

Dysentery  i 

Cholera    0 

Influenza % 

Typhus    ft 

K-ysipelas lo 

Syphilis  i 

Hydrophobia o 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  156 
Diseases  of  the  Lunf^,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 23S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Tessels  ....  IS 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  ottMor 

Organs  of  Digestion  71 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 8 

Childbed 8 

Ovarian  Dropsy  1 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c o 

Rheumatism «  s 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c I 

Ulcer    ,.'....  1 

Fistula   o 

Diseases  of  Slcin,  kc i 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 81 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 5S 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe*  U 

ranee   

Causes  not  specified l 

Deaths  from  all  Causes TfA 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51°  37'  32"iV: 
Longitude  0^  3'  51"  W,  of  Greenwiek, 


August. 

Wednesday  4 

Thursday  .  6 

Friday.  .  .  6 

Saturday  .  7 

Sunday  .  .  8 

Mond«y  .  .  9 

Tuesday    .  10 


THKaMOMBTER. 

fh>m  S6  to  67 
S7  66 
56      67 

56  74 

57  67 
S3      67 

.     48      65 


BABOMKTBa. 

39*39  toarTs 

39*71  99*58 

39.59  38-79 

39*93  99-79 

99.68  99-60 

99*59  99.68 

39.73  99-76 


Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

On  the  4to,  afternoon  clear,  otherwise  doudy, 
with  rain.  The  5th,  cloudy,  frequent  showers  of 
rain,  with  boisterous  wind  during  the  day.  The 
6th,  mominfif  cloudy,  afternoon  clear,  eveoinff 
cloudy,  with  rain.  The  7th,  clear.  The  8tl^ 
generally  cloudy,  rain  at  times.  The  9th,  rene- 
rally  clear,  raining  fast  between  six  and  arht, 
p. M .  The  10th,  evening  cloudy,  with  rain,  otBer- 
wise  clear. 

Rain  fUlen,  *585  of  an  inch. 

CH4R1.B8  HeNHY  AdAIH. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LBCTURBS  long  to  that  process  when  it  affects  the 

OK  THK  mucoug  tksacB.     In  this  too  it  differa  from 

laryngitis. 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE  OP  I  aaj  that  cronp  is  peculiarly  a  disease  of 

PHYSIC,  ®**'^y  ^«-    ^^^  interval  that  lies  between 

n  I-       J   4  ir-    f    r,  „        r      »  the  two  periods  of  warning  and  puberty,  la 

Delivered  at  King's  College,  London,  the  time  during  wWch  its  visitation  is  chiefly 

RvHirWATcoitf  to  be  apprehended.    Comparatively  few  cases 

DY  1/R.  WATSON.  ^^  jj  ^^^^  j^^^^  ^j^  g^^  ^^  ^  infantae 

life,    lliere  are  more  in  die  second  year 

Lbctvbx  XLVI.  than  m  any  other.    This,  in  all  probability, 

logy:   Prognose:    J^eatmeni.      Child-  ^^1^'JS^^^''^^^^'''^^' 

cromng,  of  epurioue  croup.  ^^''f^^  ^^"^  ^"^"l^  ""^  ^"P  JT 

'*       ^                  *"  very  extensive,  says,  that  the  younger  chil- 

I PKOCBBO  this  afternoon  to  another  of  Dr.  dren  are  when  weaned,  the  more  liable  aro 

CnUen's  species  of  cynanehe ;  the  last  that  they,  eaterie  paribus,  to  this  malady.  From 

I  propose  to  consider  in  this  part  of  the  the  second  year  onwards   the  number  of 

course  :    viz.    cymmeke    traehealis  —  tra-  children  affected  with  croup  gradually  de- 

ehetiis-^eroup,  creases.     Of  ninety-one  instances  referred  to 

Hie  essence  of  this  complaint  is  violent  by  Jurin,  one  only  was  after  the  tenth  year, 

inflammation,  affecting  the  mucous  mem-  But  it  does  occasionally  happen  subsequently 

brane  of  tiiat  portion   of  the  air-passages  to  the  period  of  puberty,  and  up  to  the 

which  lies  between  the  laryngeal  cartilages  twenty-first  year ;  and  even  later.    A  girl  of 

and  the  primary  bronchi ;  in  one  word,  of  nineteen,  one  of  my  hospital  patients,  died 

the  trachea,  or  wind-pipe.     That  is  the  of  it.     Some  of  the  cases  recorded  of  croup 

genuine  seat  of  the  disease :  but  the  inflam-  in  the  adult  were  probably  in  reality  cases  of 

mation  sometimes  ascends  into  the  larynx ;  laryngitis. 

and    not  nnfrequently   it    dives  into    the  It  b  curious  that  inflammation  should 

bronohi  and  into  their  ramifications.  thus,  at  different  epochs  of  life,  fix  itaelf 

CnUen  makes  no  distinction  between  cy-  upon  limited  portions  of  the  same    oon- 

nonehe  traehealis  and  cynanehe  laryngea.  tinuous  surface,    and  give  rise  to    oonse- 

Yet  they  are  separated  firom  each  other  by  quences  so  diverse.    We  are  unable  to  give 

very  definite  boundaries.      They  difier  in  any  account  of  this. 

anatomical  position :  they  differ  in  gravity.  SyM^/oms.— Cynanehe  traehealis  is  fre- 

Both  indeed  are  serious  diseases,  but  croup  quently  preceded  by  a  slitter  and  more 

is  the  more  serious,  because  it  seldom  admito  diffused  affection  of  the  membrane  lining 

of  dial  mechanical  relief  which,  when  len-  the  air-passages.      The  child  has  what  S 

dered  in  time,  deprives  cynanehe  laryngea  popularly  caUed  a  cold;  sneezes,   coughs, 

of  its  dangerous  character.     The  two  dis-  and  is  hoarse.    Now  with  respect  to  this 

orders  differ  also  in  respect  to  the  period  Isst  symptom  Dr.  Cheyne  makes  the  fol- 

of  life  at  which  they  occur.     Idiopathic  lowing  practical  remark.     Hoarseness  (he 

laryngitis  is  seldom    met  with  except  in  says)  in  very  young  children,  does  not  usu- 

adidts ;  croup  seldom  after  the  age  of  pu-  ally  attend  common  catarrh.    When  nq^ced 

berty.     Cynanehe  traehealis  is  indeed  a  very  in  a  district  where  croup  is  not  imfrequent, 

remarkable  disease,  for  it  exhibits  an  event  it  ought  to  put  the  parents  or  the  medieal 

of  inflammation  whidi  does  not  nsoally  be-  attendant  of  the  child  upon  their  guard ; 

716.— rxviii,  3  F 
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especially  as  much  depends  upon  the  early  bloated ;  the  pupils  often  expand.    When 

treatment   of   the    disorder.      With  these  these  indications  of  sinking  have  come  on,  the 

symptoms  the  child  is  feverish  and  fretful,  case  usually  terminates  ill :   the  bottoms  of 

and  does  not  sleep  well.     In  the  course  of  a  the  feet  turn  black  and  hard ;   drowsiness 

day   or  two  the  signs    peculiar  to  croup  supervenes ;  some  tossing  of  the  arms  pcr- 

begin  to   show  themselves  :    they  are  well  haps ;   the  breathing  becomes  gasping  and 

sUted  by  Cullen,  in  his  definition  of  the  interrupted,    and  the  child    dies  after  an 

complaint.     "  Cynanche,  respiratione  dilfi-  inspiration. 

cili,    inspiratione    strepcnte,    voce    raucil,         In  other  cases  the  croupy  symptoms  make 

tussi  clangosd,  tumore  fere  nullo  in  faucibus  their  attack  very  suddenly.     A  child  shall 

apparente,  deglutitione  parum  difficili,  cum  go  to  bed  apparently  well,  and  in  the  course 

febre  synoch&."     These  are  the  phuenomena  of  the  night  have,  all  the  worst  signs  of  the 

that  characterise  croup.   Difficulty  of  breath-  disease.     And  it  is  observable,  that  whether 

ing ;  and  sonorous  mspiration.    This  last  is  the    attack   be   altogether    unexpected,  or 

often  abnost  enough,  of  itself,  to  identify  the  whether  it  has  been  preceded  by  hoarseness, 

disease.  Hoarseness;  a grufFvoice;  sometimes  sore-throat,  and  catarrh,  it  usually  conies 

a  total  loss  of  the  power  of  vocal  speech.     A  on  in  the  night. 

very  peculiar  and  distinctive  cough,  to  which        Croup  resembles  laryngitis  in  this  respect, 

the  epithet "  brassy"  has  been  justly  applied ;  that  it  runs  its  course  rapidly :  proving  fiital 

the  noise  resembling  that  which  would  be  sometimes  within    twenty-four,  and  often 

occasioned  by  coughing  through  a  brazen  within  forty-eight  hours.     It  may,  however, 

trumpet.     This  remarkable  sound  is  always  continue  for  five  or  six  days  before  it  ter- 

easUy  recognized  when  it  has  been  once  minates,  whether  death  or  recovery  be  the 

heard.      It  is  a  ringing  cough  ;    and  the  result.     Dr.  Craigie  affirms  that  it  is  never 

expiration  has  a    ringing  cluiracter  ;    and  protracted  beyond  the  eleventh  day ;   the 

either  of  these,  the  cough  or  the  expiration,  fatal  or  the  favourable  issue  having  always 

is  followed  by  a  loud  crowing  inspiration,  taken  place  by  that  time.     Life  is  destroyed. 

Then  there  is  the  negative  symptom ;   the  in  pure  circumscribed  tracheitis,  by  the  ac- 

absence  of  any  difficulty  of  swallowing :  and  cumulation  in  the  wind-pipe  of  a  concrete 

with  all  this,  inflammatory  fever ;  a  flushed  membrane-like  substance,    which    so    fre- 

*ace,  hot  skin,  a  frequent  hard  pulse,  thirst,  quently  attends  this  disease,  and  is  so  pecn- 

However,  it  is  by  taking  the  symptoms  liar  to  it,  that  it  is  called  the  membrane  qf 

collectively  that  we  judge  of  the  existence  of  croup.     In  cases  of  recovery  this  substance 

croup,  and   by  the  rapid  progress   of  the  has   been   expectorated  in  the  form   of   a 

disease ;  rather  than  by   any  particular  or  nearly  perfect  tube,  representing  a  cast  of 

pathognomonic  ^gn.     Some  of  the  symp-  the  trachea  ;  at  other  times  it  is  coughed  up 

toms  may  occur,  separately,  when  there  is  in  flat  or  tubular  fragments.     In  fetal  caae* 

no  croup.     The  brassy  or  metallic  cough,  it  is  found  sometimes  lying  in  close  contact 

for  instance,  has  been  known  to  accompany  with  the  mucous  membrane,  and  sometimes 

some  chronic  aflections  of  the  larynx.     Dr.  quite  detached  from  it :    so  that  it  mig^t 

Gregory — ^the  late  Edinburgh  Professor  of  have  been  expelled  without  much  force  or 

Physic — knew  a  man  with  a  venereal  disease  difficulty,  if  the  child  could  have  sufficiently 

of  the  throat  who  coughed  so  exactly  the  inflated  its  lungs,  and  the  requisite  muscular 

cough  of  croup,  that  he  was  admitted  into  power  had  remained,    and  spasmodic  irrita- 

the  clinical  wards  of  the  infirmary  every  bility  of  the  glottis  had  not  opposed, 
session  for  some  years,  that  the  students        But,  in  many  instances,  this  albuminous 

might  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  this  exudation  is  not  confined  to  the  trachea.     It 

peculiar   sound.     So  also   the  remarkable  often  stretches  down  to,  and  enters,  the  ra^ 

crowing  inspiration  may  take  place,  as  we  mifications  of  the  brondii,  and  reaches  even 

shall  soon  see,  without  croup.  to  their  termination  in  the  pulmonary  vesi- 

In  the  outset  the  fever  generally  runs  cles.  Sometimes  also  it  is  found  oldthing 
high ;  and  it  is  of  importance,  as  respects  the  mucous  membrane  belonging  to  the  la- 
the diagnosis,  to  mark  the  presence  or  the  ryngeal  cartilages.  This  Dr.  Craigie  denies, 
absence  of  pyrexia.  As  the  obstruction  But  I  shew  you  two  specimens  in  which  the 
to  the  passage  of  air  increases,  the  blood  false  membrane,  besides  filling  the  trachea, 
oeases  to  be  duly  arterialized ;  and  then,  of  evidently  extends  into  the  larynx.  One  of 
course,  the  skin  grows  dusky,  the  pulse  these  comes  from  the  museum  upstairs  :  the 
feeble  and  irregular,  the  extremities  cold,  other  I  have  borrowed  from  the  Middlesex 
The  cough  also,  as  the  malady  thus  goes  on  Hospital  museum  :  it  is  the  larynx  and  tra- 
fh)m  bad  to  worse,  ceases  to  be  loud  and  chea  of  the  young  woman  whom  I  mentioned 
clanging,  becomes  husky,  and  inaudible  at  a  just  now  as  having  died  there  of  croup  at 
shor^  distance,  and  the  voice  sinks  into  a  the  age  of  nineteen.  The  false  membrane 
whisper  ;  the  head  is  thrown  back  ;  the  reached  from  the  tip  of  the  epiglottis  to  the 
.  nostrils,  in  perpetual  motion,  dilate  widely ;  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  You  see  the 
the  face  is  pale  and  livid,  and  sometimea  same  thing  repreaented  in  this  exoellent  plate 
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«f  Dr.  Carewell's,  pictared  from  nature,  noiiy  and  dtfficnlt  respiration  of  croup  may 
Usually  the  adventitious  membrane  com-  be  caused,  in  part,  by  spasm, 
mences  just  below  the  larynx,  where  it  is  The  presence  of  the  adventitious  tubu- 
thin  and  soft:  about  the  middle  of  the  lar  membrane  in  the  trachea  affords  a 
windpipe  it  is  more  dense  and  firm;  lower  plausible  explanation  of  one  of  the  S3rmptoms 
down  in  the  trachea,  and  in  the  bronchi,  it  observed  in  these  little  patients;  the  ten- 
is  generally  looser  again,  pulpy,  and  broken :  dency  they  shew  to  throw  the  head  back. 
it  sometimes,  I  repeat,  penetrates  to  the  The  cylinder  of  membrane  is  kept  open  in 
▼ery  air-cells.  What  are  called  (absurdly  that  position ;  whereas,  if  the  head  were 
enough)  bron^ial  polypi,  branch-like  casts  inclined  at  all  towards  the  chest,  the  mem- 
of  the  smaller  ramifications  of  the  air-tubes,  brane  would  be  bent  upon  itself,  and  the 
are  then  apt  to  be  coughed  up.  And  even  passage  through  it  obstructed, 
when  this  concrete  substance  is  not  formed,  This  concrete  exudation  is  often  adduced 
we  have  other  evidence,  often,  of  the  exten-  ta  prove  that  the  mucous  membrane  may 
sion  of  the  inflammation  throughout  the  exhibit,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
whole  downward  course  of  the  membrane.  phaenomena  of  adhesive  inflammation.     Si- 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  few  cases  milar  films  sometimes  form  upon,  or  are 

in  which  this  adventitious  membrane  is  not  thrown  off  by,  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the 

formed  at  all;    the  inner  surface  of  the  intestines,   and  of   the  uterus.      Whether 

windpipe  is  seen  to  be  merely  reddened  and  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  essentially  identi- 

tumid,  and  covipfed  with  viscid  mucus ;  or  cal  with  the  layers  of   coagulable  lymph 

perhaps  with  a  shred  or  two  of  concrete  poured  forth  in  inflammation  of  the  serous 

albumen  here  and  there.  and  cellular  tissues,  may  be  made  a  ques- 

The  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  the  cha-  tion.  There  are  certainly  some  strong  points 

racteristic  sounds  that  accompany  it,  depend,  of  distinction  between  them.     The  concrete 

in  part,  I  believe,  upon  spasmodic  oontrac-  membrane  of  croup  is  more   brittle,  less 

tions  of  the  small  muscles  of  the  larynx  :  for  fibrous,  more  decidedly  albuminous,  than 

remarkable  aggravations  of  the  dyspnoea  are  the  false  membranes  that  cover  the  inflamed 

apt  to  occur,   and  to  subside   again ;  and  pleura,  pericardium,  or  peritoneum.     A  still 

these  aggravations  are  sometimes  brought  on  more  remarkable  difference  is  this,  that  it  is  not 

by  sudden  causes— by  the  movements  of  de-  plastic,  in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  was 

glutition,  for  example.  formerly  explained ;  it  never  becomes  orga- 

I  shall  have  to  recur  to  this  spasmodic  nized,  never  connects  itself  by  blood-vessels 

constriction  of  the  glottis :  but  I  may  here  with  the  surface  from  which  it  proceeds, 

remark,  that  because  it  has  not  been  (and  On  the  contrary,  it  is  partially  detached ; 

cannot  be)  Men,  doubts  have  been  expressed  and  by  degrees,   if  the  patient  live  long 

by  some  about  its  having  any  thing  to  do  enough,  it  is  completely  separated  from  the 

with    the  dyspnoea.      Such    doubts    seem  subjacent  parts. 

scarcely  reasonable.  It  is  easy,  at  any  time.  Hypotheses  have  been  framed  to  account 
by  an  effort  of  the  will,  to  close  the  glottis,  for  the  limitation  of  this  product  of  tracheal 
and  to  prevent  the  passage  of  air  to  and  inflammation  to  the  early  periods  of  life ; 
firom  the  lungs.  This  is  mainly  effected  by  and  for  its  variation  from  the  usual  products 
the  action  of  the  little  muscles  that  bring  of  inflammation  of  the  same  part.  Dr. 
together  the  arytenoid  cartilages.  But  those  Stokes  thinks  that  the  predominance  of  the 
muscles,  like  the  other  muscles  concerned  in  white  tissues  in  young  subjects  may  explain 
respiration,  act  also  independently  of  the  the  greater  frequency  of  croup,  with  its  pe- 
will,  spasmodically  therefore,  through  the  culiar  membrane,  in  infants.  Dr.  C.  B. 
reflex  function  of  the  spinal  cord.  And  it  is  WUliams  starts  the  very  reasonable  suppo- 
by  a  providential  and  conservative  arrange-  sition  that  the  inflammation  involves  the 
ment  that  they  do  so  act,  as  janitors,  ad-  submucous  cellular  tissue,  which  is  abundant* 
mitting,  in  the  healthy  state,  the  vivifying  during  youth ;  and  that  the  natural  product 
air,  but  barring  the  door  against  certain  of  this  phlegmonous  inflammation  transudes 
hurtful  gases,  and  against  solids  and  liquids  readily  through  the  thin,  simple,  and  delicate 
which  would  be  injurious  to  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  proper  to  that  age. 
apparatus.  We  know  that  if  a  drop  of  The  formation  of  this  adventitious  mem- 
water,  or  a  crumb  of  bread,  or  a  whiff  of  car-  brane,  and  even  its  renewal,  appears  to  be 
bonic  add  gas,  gets  past  the  outer  defence,  sometimes  very  rapid.  I  have  here  a  pre- 
the  epiglottis,  and  into  the  larynx,  spasmo-  paration  made  by  the  late  Dr.  Sweatman, 
die  action  of  the  little  muscles  in  question  illustrative  of  this.  It  now  belongs  to  the 
is  instantly  excited.  We  cannot  see  these  Middlesex  Hospital  Museum.  Upon  a  child, 
intruders,  and  voluntarily  resist  their  en-  on  the  very  brink  of  suffocation  from  croup, 
trance,  but  the  unsleeping  sentinel  is  there  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed, 
to  guard  the  passage.  We  may  well  con-  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  Mr. 
eeive,  therefore  (and  I  know  not  how  the  Chevalier.  A  tubular  portion  of  membrane, 
supposition  can    be  disproved),    that  the  of   the    shape    and    size    of   the  trachea, 
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was  presently  forced  through  the  artificial >  washed:  and  that  he  has  frequently  knowD 

opening.     Immediately  the  child's  respira-  it  to  oocar  on  a  Saturday  night— ihe  only 

tion    became    easy,    and    it    fell    asleep,  day  in  the  week  on  which  it  is  customary  for 

In  the  course  of  the  same  morning,  Dr.  the  lower  orders  in  Edinburgh  to  wash  their 

Sweatman     was     hastily    summoned,    and  houses. 

arriying  at  eight  o'clock,  found  the  child  Like  cynancbe  tonsiUaris,  and  uaUke 
dead.  It  had  slept  six  hours,  and  upwards ;  cynanche  parotidsa,  the  croup  is  exceednigly 
and  then  the  distress  of  the  breathing  had  apt  to  recur.  Relapses  may  happen  within 
returned,  and  was  soon  fatal.  The  trachea  a  few  days  after  apparent  recovery ;  and 
was  found  to  contain  a  new  tube  of  lymph,  these  are  very  perilous.  But  besides  this 
or  of  concrete  albumen.  The  preparation  tendency  to  a  renewal  of  the  sererer  symp* 
shews  that  such  a  membrane  may  re-form  toms,  the  little  patients  are  oAen  afieeted 
in  that  short  space  of  time ',  namely,  in  from  with  rough,  and  hoarseness,  and  even  with 
six  to  seven  hours.  aphonia,  for  a  long  time.  And  while  theae 
The  croup  is  not  contagious ;  although,  relics  of  the  acute  attack  continue,  it  is 
Hke  cynanche  tonsillaris,  and  for  the  same  easily  brought  back  again.  The  first  aeiiure 
reasons,  it  is  found  sometimes  existing  at  the  is  generally,  I  believe,  the  worst :  but  to 
same  time,  or  in  quick  succession,  in  more  this  rule  there  are  numerous  ezoeptiona. 
than  one  child  of  the  same  fomily.  Thus  two  Progno$i$, — Croup  is  a  disorder  idnch 
twin  children  of  Dr.  Gregory's  were  seized  justly  excites  extreme  alarm  in  tiie  fiiende 
with  croup  on  the  same  night.  They  had  and  parents  of  the  patient  :4br  the  prognoaia 
both  been  walking  in  the  evening  on  the  sea-  can  never  be  better  than  doubtfel.  It  is 
shore  during  a  cold  wind.  This  is  in  accord-  said  that  four  children  out  of  live  attadced 
ance  with  what  Dr.  Cheyne  has  stated,  that  by  it  used  to  die :  but  that  now,  Uie  treat- 
the  attack  is  almost  always  nocturnal,  and  ment  being  better  understood  than  foniieriy» 
often  when  the  child  has  during  the  pre-  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  number  of  re- 
ceding day  been  exposed  to  the  weather.  It  coveries  are  neariy  equal.  We  judge  of  tte 
frequently  occurs  sporadically ;  but  there  are  probable  issue,  in  a  given  case,  by  the  ap- 
places  in  which  the  disease  appears  to  be  parent  circumstances  and  progress  of  &s 
endemic.  Dr.  Cheyne  found  it  so  on  the  coast  malady.  If  we  could  see  Uie  interior  of  tiae 
of  the  Frith  of  Forth.  Indeed,  the  first  dis-  air-tubes,  we  should  know  that  the  chance  of 
tinct  account  of  it  that  we  possess  was  drawn  escape  was  small,  in  proportion  as  the  !»- 
up  by  Dr.  Home,  of  Edinburgh,  in  1765,  flammation,  and  its  albuminous  prodvct, 
firom  much  personal  observation  of  its  ra-  descended  along  the  ramificatioiis  of  As 
vages  in  Leith  and  Musselburgh.  Cold  bronchi.  But  in  these  little  patienls,  and 
situations,  and  damp  places,  more  than  such  as  amid  the  tracheal  noises,  it  is  difficult  to 
are  merely  cold,  are  subject  to  the  prevalence  ascertain  the  physical  state  of  the  hmga. 
of  this  disease.  It  is  accordingly  frequent  in  The  prog^nosis  is  chiefly  to  be  ooUeeted  ftvn 
the  seasons  of  winter  and  ^ring.  It  is  said  to  the  general  condition  of  the  child.  If  tbe 
bemostcommonnear  the  sea-shore,  and  in  the  distress  of  breathing  seems  to  remit,  and  free 
neighbourhood  of  large  bodies  of  water  ge-  expectoration  to  come  on,  while  the  strengtii 
neraUy.  It  occura  in  low,  moist,  what  are  is  yet  entire,  we  venture  to  hope.  On  the 
called  in  Scotland  carte  districts,  more  than  other  hand,  we  begin  to  despair  when  Uk 
in  upland  situations  that  are  more  exposed  to  Hps  are  becoming  blue,  the  skin  is  losing  its 
cold  winds.  It  is  more  common  at  Leith  heat,  the  pulse  is  already  feeble  and  inter- 
than  it  is  in  Edinburgh  \  and  in  Edinburgh,  mitting,  and  the  little  patient  is  drowsy  or 
it  is  most  frequent  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  comatose ;  in  other  words,  when  we  perceive 
town.  This  I  learned  from  Dr.  Alison,  the  final  symptoms  of  death  in  the  way  of 
who,  having  long  been  physician  to  a  dis-  apnoea.  Some  few  patients  die  suddenly  and 
pensary  there,  had  had  ample  means  of  ob-  unexpectedly  without  any  previous  eonuu 
serving  the  disease.  Canal  Street,  and  the  Treatment,  —  The  mortality  will  differ 
Cowgate,  both  low  spots,  as  some  of  you  according  as  the  disease  is  detected  early, 
may  know,  have  long  been  famous,  or  rather  and  treated  vigorously »— or  otherwise.  Aad 
infamous,  for  cases  of  croup.  Towns  situ-  with  respect  to  treatment,  there  is  no  specific 
ated  on  the  banks  of  rivers  are  more  than  remedy  for  this,  any  more  than  for  any  other 
commonly  visited  by  it ;  and  it  has  been  inflammation.  We  must  put  in  force  the 
observed  to  be  particulariy  frequent  among  general  principles  upon  which  the  treatment 
the  children  of  washer-women  in  such  places ;  of  inflammation  is  founded ;  Adapting  them, 
and  tiius  evidently  connected  with  exposure  however,  to  the  malady  in  question  by  those 
to  moisture.  ^  It  has  been  known  to  prevail  particular  facts  which  the  experience  of  the 
epidemically  in  towns  so  situated,  after  an  best  observers  have  collected  for  our  gui- 
Inundation.    And  Dr.  Alison  has  made  a  dance. 

▼ery  curious  remark  respecting  it.     He  says        I  need  scarcely  say  that  where  cough  and 

that  it  seems  to  be  often  produced  by  the  catarrh,  and  especially  hoarseness  or  lots  of 

child's  sitting,  or  deeping,  in  a  room  newly  voice,  are  noticed  in  a  young    chUd,  he 


CYNANCHE  TRACHEALIS.  805 

abould  be  narrowly  watched,  and  protected  sudden  and  so  complete,  as  to  lead  to  the 

Bgainat  all  circumstances  likely  to  excite  or  persuasion  that  the  symptoms    had    been 

to  aggravate  inflammation  :  he  should  be  principally  owing  to  spasm.  And  even  when 

kept  in  the  house,  and  put  upon  farinaceous  the  disease  is  unequivocally  inflammation — 

diet ;  and  the  functions  of  the  bowels  and  of  sometimes  even  late,  but  particularly  in  the 

the  skin  should  be  attended  to.  early  part  of  its  course — the  effect  of  a  vomit 

TTie  three  remedies  that    most    require  is  often  very  striking.     It  promotes  expec- 

oonsideration   are  blood-letting,  tartarized  toration ;  and  is  not  unfreguently  followed 

antimony,  and  calomel.  by  the  expulsion  of  shreds  of  the  adventi- 

Bleeding  is  to  be  unhesitatingly  employed  tious  membrane.      When  blood-letting  is 

when  the  patient  is  strong,  and  plethoric,  employed,  it  should  precede  the  emetic ;  or, 

and  seen  in  the  outset  of  the  disease.     In  at  any  rate,  it  should  precede  the  act  of  vo- 

judging  of  its  mode,  and  of  its  amount,  we  miting.     Dr.  Che3rne  recommends  that  the 

must  recollect  that  what  is  no  more  than  a  bleeding  should  be  practised  ten  minutes 

topical  bleeding  in  an  adult,  becomes  equi-  after  the  emetic  has  been  swallowed.    The 

valent,   in  its  effect  upon  the  system,   to  loss  of  blood  assists  the  operation  of  the 

general  bleeding,  when  it  is  used  for  a  very  emetic,  and  lessens  the  risk  (which  is  not  a 

young  child.     Abstraction  of.  blood,  by  ve-  fancifiil  one)  of  injurious  congestion  of  the 

nesection  or  cupping  in  the  case  of  older  vessels  of   the  head  during  the  straining 

i^dren,  and  by  leeches  in  the  case  o(  in-  efforts  of  vomiting. 

frnts,   should    be    practised  whenever  the  It  is  desirable,  not  simply  to  excite  the 

symptoms  are  violent,   and  there  is  much  act  of  vomiting,  but  to  produce  and  to  pro* 

fever,  and  the  patient  is  seen  within  a  few  long  a  state  of  nausea  and  faintness ;  and  so 

hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  symp-  to  depress  and  to  keep  down  the  increased 

toms.    The  relief  that  is  given  by  this  mea-  action  of  the  heart,  and  to  keep  empty  the 

sure,  under  such  drcumstanoes,  is  often  so  capillary  vessels  of  the  inflamed  part.     Now 

decided,  that  no  doubt  can  remain  of  its  the  substance  best  adapted  to  this  purpose  is 

usefulness  and  propriety.  tartarized  antimony.     This  medicine,  as  I 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  fixed  have  often  mentioned  before,  has  great  power 

rules  for  the  quantity  of  blood  that  should  over  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissues  : 

be  taken  in  this  complaint.     Under  two  and  there  is  one  very  great  advantage  be- 

years  of  age,  it  should  not,  says  Dr.  Cheyne,  longing  to  it  in  cases  of  croup  ;  namely, 

exceed  five  ounces.     I  should  esteem  that  that  diildren  may  be  induced  to  take  it 

a  large  bleeding  at  that  age.     Upon  an  without  their  knowing  that  they  are  taking 

average,  a  moderate  bleeding  will  be  pro-  medicine ;  for  the  solution  of  it  has  litUe  or 

duoed  by  the  application  of  a  couple  of  no  taste:  whereas  the  struggling  which  is 

leeches  to  an  infant  in  its  first  year  :  and  an  oftenoccasionedby  the  administration  of  other 

additionalleech  may  beemployed  for  every  ad-  emetics  may  be  the  cause  of  much  inconve- 

ditional  year :  so  that  six  may  be  put  to  a  child  nience,  and  even  of  much  injury  to  the  patient, 

live  years  old  ;  or  eight  if  he  be  stout.     Dr.  It  should  be  dissolved  in  boiling  water,  in  the 

Copland    estimates    the    amount  of  blood  proportionofa  grain  to  an  ounce;  and  the  cold 

which  these  patients  may,  with  safety,  bear,  solution  given.     A  tea  or  a  dessert-spoonful 

to  be  somewhat  more  than  an  ounce,  or  as  may  be  repeated  every  quarter  of  an  hour 

much  as  an  ounce  and  a  half,  for  every  year  till  some  effect  is  produced.  When  vomiting 

of  their  age.      Much,  however,  must  de-  is  thus  excited  on  the  very  first  appearance 

pend  upon  the  special  circumstances  of  the  of  the  symptoms,   and  before  the  disease 

ease :  the  quantity  of  blood  extracted  by  a  seems  thoroughly  formed,  it  sometimes  puts 

given  number  of  leeches  is  less  in  one  in-  it  off;  so  that  no  other  treatment  remains 

stance  than  in  another ;  and  then,  of  course,  necessary  beyond  the  exhibition  of  some 

the  number  must  be  increased.  Tliey  should  purgative   medicine.     But  if   this    perfect 

be  applied  at  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  relidf  does  not  ensue  upon  the  operation  of 

and  not  upon  the   throat  itself;  for  this  the  emetic,  Dr.  Cheyne  advises  (and  this  is 

reason: — ^that  the  pressure  which  may  be  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  many 

necessary  to  stop  the  bleeding,  or  to  regulate  other  persons)  that  a  powder,  consisting  of 

its  quantity,  cannot  well  be  borne  upon  the  two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  calomel,  with 

throat  in  these  cases.  two  or  three  grains  of  James's  powder,  should 

After  one  sufficient  evacuation  of  blood,  be  given  at  short  intervals;   every  two  or 

whether  by  means  of  the  lancet,  or  of  leeches,  three  hours  for  example.     A  dose  of  castor 

or  of  cupping  glasses  applied  between  the  oil  is  to  be  administered  occasionally,  to 

aboolders,   it  will  always  be  right,  before  clear  the  bowels.     And  another  expedient, 

repeating  it,  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  other  of  great  efficacy  sometimes,  and  therefore 

measures ;  such  as  emetics  and  purgatives,  never  to  be  omitted,  is  the  warm  bath.  This 

the  beneficial  operation  of  which  in  this  dis-  is  often  properly  resorted  to  just  after  the 

order  is  often  very  remarkable.  act  of  vomiting,  particularly  if  any  tendency 

Full  vomiting  sometimes  affords  relief  so  to  iierspiration  is  apparent.  The  temperature 
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of  the  water  should  not  be  lower  than  98^  ensne.  In  two  bonrB  after  the  last  effort  of 
Fahrenheit ;  and  the  child  should  remain  in  vomiting,  the  same  process  is  to  W  recom- 
the  bath  for  ten  minutes  at  least.  When  menced ;  and  so  repeated  while  the  ajmp- 
taken  out,  he  should  be  wiped  dry,  and  put  toras  require  it,  and  the  strength  will  permit, 
immediately  into  bed  again.  The  change  This  mode  of  treatment  was  suggested  to 
for  the  better  produced  by  the  bath  is  some-  him  by  the  accidental  observation  of  a  par- 
times  so  marked  and  so  speedy,  as  to  ticular  case,  in  which  it  was  remarkably  sue* 
strengthen  the  conclusion  that  the  most  dis-  cessful.  From  that  time  he  placed  his  wh<^ 
tressing  of  the  symptoms  had  resulted  from  reliance  on  that  remedy  in  the  second  stage 
spasm.  of  croup ;  especially  as  he  had  found  that 

Hie  usual  effect  of  calomel  thus  frequently  blood-letting  in  that  stage  only  aeoelerated 

repeated  is  not,  as  in  adults,  that  of  causing  the  death  of  the  patient.     He  notioBd  that 

salivation,  but  the  discharge  of  a  quantity  of  the  cases  were^etr  in  which  he  had  known 

green    fscal    matter,   resembling    chopped  diildren  survive  the  second  stage,  but  in  mli 

spinach  :  and  when  stools  of  this  kind  begin  of  these  few,  they  recovered  while  usin^  a 

to  make  their  appearance,  there  is  often  a  solution  of  tartarized  antimony.     He  held 

sensible  mitigation  of  the  symptoms.    The  that  no  other  medicine  was,  at  that  stage  of 

green  colour  is  a  common  consequence  of  the  disorder,  entitled  to  oonfidenoe.      In 

mercury  given  to  young  children ;  and  will  short,   he  declared  that  tartar  emetic,  bo 

occur,  I  believe,  whatever  be  the  disease,  given  as  to  produce  continued  nausea,  Itad 

when  the  full  effect  of  calomel  as  a  purgative  been  his  sheet  anchor,  in  the  treatment  of 

is  obtained.     The  green   matter  has  been  croup,  since  the  year  1799.  This  was  written 

found,   after  death,   in  all  the  intestines,  in  1801,  in  a  separate  work  on  the  pathology 

small  as  well  as  large,  up  to  the  duodenum,  of  the  larynx  and  bronchi ;  and  Dr.  Cheyne 

I  presume  that  the  colour  is  owing  to  some  recently  has  affirmed,  in  tbe  CyektpiBdia  of 

chemical  action  that  takes  place  between  the  Practical  Medicine,  that   he    stiU    fosnd 

calomel  and  the  bile.  We  know  that  calomel  reason  to  adhere  to  the  same  opinions  and 

does  tinge  bile  green  when  mixed  with  it  out  the  same  practice. 

of  the  body.     It  may  be,  however,  that  the        Now  what  is  good  for  the  second  stage, 

calomel  provokes  a  flow  of  altered  bile.  would,  ^fortiori,  I  think,  he  likely  to  save 

Calomel,  thus  administered,  is  the  purga-  life,  if  employed  during  the  earlier  stage  of 

tive  that  has  received  the  strongest  recom-  the  disease.     I  therefore  should  say^,  take 

mendations.     Its  usefulness  appears  to  have  blood  in  the  very  outset,  as  largely  as  may 

been  fully  borne  out  by  the  test  of  experience :  seem  prudent : '  then  give  the  tartar  emetic 

and  the  well-known  virtue  belonging  to  mer-  solution  in  the  way  already  described.     As 

cury,  of  preventing  or  arresting  the  effusion  soon  as  it  causes  vomiting,  and  pallor,  and  a 

of  coagulable  lymph  in  other  textures,  has  sinking  of  the  pulse,  stop;  and  suffer  the 

formed  (I  conceive)  one  cogent  reason  for  heart  to  recover  itself.     And  if,  with  the 

its  adoption  in  this  disorder,  of  which  the  rallying  circulation,  the  difficulty  of  breathing 

chief  peril  results  from  the  pouring  forth  of  returns,  have  recourse  again  to  the  same 

the  albimiinous  part  of  the   blood..  But  remedy.     The  fiintness  and  collapse  are 

whether  mercury  really  has  the  same  power  sometimes  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  ex- 

of  controlling  adhesive  inflammation,  when  tinction  of  life :    the   child,  with  a  flying 

that  process  is  set  up  in  mucous  tissues,  pulse,  and  a  clay-cold  surface,  seems  gasping 

which  are  so  commonly  exempt  from  it,  may  its  last.     When  this  happens,  a  few  drops  of 

be  questioned.     On   the  other  hand,   the  sal  volatile,  or  of  brandy,  mixed  with  water, 

effect  of  full  doses  of  tartar  emetic  in  re-  will  presenUy  bring  the  littie  patient  round 

straining  active  inflammation  of  those  tis-  again.     If  no  ground  is  gained  after  two  or 

sues,  is  well  ascertained :  and  I  should  cer-  three  repetitions  of  the  nauseating  treatment, 

tainly  make  use  of  it  in  the  early  stages  of  then  it  will  be  well  to  make  trial  of  the 

this  dangerous  malady.     The  system  can  be  calomel  plan. 

brought  to  feel  its  decided  influence  with        Sometimes  the  tartar  emetic  acts  severely 

much  more  certainty,  and  in  a  much  shorter  onthebowds:  It  may  occasionally  thereforebe 

space  of  time,  than  that  of  calomel :  and  if  necessary  to  combine  it  with  a  small  quantity 

it  fails  to  make  a  beneficial  impression,  it  of  syrup  of  poppies. 

need  not  long  interfere  with  the  mercurial        Blisters  are  often  applied  in  this  disease ; 

treatment.     Let  me  quote  to  you  the  state-  but  with  very  questionable  propriety.     In 

ment  of  Dr.  Cheyne  (whose  experience  of  the  outset  they  are  likely  to  do  harm ;  in 

this  disease  was  far  ampler  than  mine  has  the  advanced  periods  they  are  not  likely  to 

been)  respecting  the  efficacy  of  tartarized  do  good.     When  used  at  all,  they  should  be 

antimony  in  what  he  calls  the  second  stage  plaoed,  not  on  the  throat,  but  across  the 

of  croup.   He  recommends  Uiat  half  a  grain,  upper  part  of  the  sternum, 
dissolved  in  a  table-spoonful  of  water,  should        When  signs  of  approaching  death  have 

be  given  to  a  child  two  or  three  years  old.  come  on — lividity  of  the  lips,  coldness  of  the 

every  half  hour,  till  sickness  and  vomiting  skin,  and  a  tendency  to  stupor— the  queatioa 
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triii  obtrude  itaelf  whether  there  may  not  cumstantial  account  of  a  case  in  which  the 

atili  be  a  chance  of  saving  the  patient  by  adventitious  membrane  did  not  reach  more 

performing  tracheotomy.     In  the  first  place  than  a  finger's  breadth  below  the  cricoid 

you  will  consider  that  the  operation  is  even  cartilage ;  and  the  rest  of  the  tube  was  so 

more  difficult  to  execute  upon  children  than  free  that  he  was  convinced  that  the  ctuld's 

upon- adults;  and  is  attended  with  more  per-  life  might  have  been    saved   by   a  timely 

plexing  luemorrbage.     But  there  is  a  greater  opening  into  the  trachea.     Unfortunately, 

objection  than  this  to  tracheotomy  in  such  we  cannot  tell,  before  death,  to  what  degree 

cases — ^an  objection  which  you  will  have  an-  or  extent  the  preternatural  membrane  exists, 

ticipated — namely,  the  existence  of  the  pre-  All  that  can  be  said,  I  think,  is,  that  when 

tematural  membrane  ;  which  often  extends  dyspnoea  and  much  croup  come  on  suddenly 

so  far  down,  that  air  would  not  be  admitted  or  quickly,  the  disease  is  probably  limited  to 

into  the  lungs,  even  when  the  incision  into  the  larynx  and  upper  part  of  the  windpipe  : 

the  windpipe  was  made  at  the  lowest  possible  but  that  when  the  progress  of  the  disorder  is 

point.      Another  consideration,   forbidding  slower,  and  the  croupy  symptoms  not  so 

much  hope  of  success  from  this  expedient  at  well  marked,  it  is  more  likely  that  a  greater 

any  part  of  the  disease,  is  that  the  ramifica-  extent  of  the  trachea,  below  the  larynx,  par- 

tions  of  the  bronchi  and  the  ultimate  air-  ticipates  in  the  mischief.     Our  expectations 

cells  get  filled  up  with  serous,  or  mucous,  or  of  success  from  tracheotomy  will  vary  ac- 

puriform  matter,  or  even  sometimes  with  a  cordingly.     It  afibrds  a  bad  chance  at  the 

membranous  exudation,  whereby  sufibcation  best ;  but  it  afifords  also,  in  many  cases,  the 

ifl  effected  in  the  lungs  ihemstlvea.     The  only  chance, 
membrane  in  the   trachea,  being   tubular, 

does  not  entirely  exclude  the  air  from  those  There  is  a  sort  of  bastard  croup,  with 

organs ;  but  it  does  not  admit  it  in  sufficient  which  it  is  quite  necessary  that  you  should 

qiiantity.   Bronchotomy  has  again  and  again  be  acquainted,  for  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  ; 

been  practised  in  this  complaint,  to  no  pur-  nay,  it  is  for  more  common,  in  this  place  at 

pose :  and  I  should  be  inclined  to  look  upon  leaist,  than  the  real  disease.     It  has  received 

it  as  absolutely  hopeless,  but  for  two  in-  a  variety  of  names,  which  shows  that  it  has 

stances  of  its  successful  performance,  re-  been  recognized,  as  a  distinct  malady,  by 

corded  in  the  Medico- Chirurgical  TVoiuae-  various  observers.      Yet  no  doubt  can  be 

tion*:  ihe  one  performed  by  Mr.  Andre,  entertained  that  it  has  very  often  indeed 

and   related   by   Dr.    Farre,   in   the  third  been  confounded, — and  is  still  continually 

volume;  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Chevalier,  confounded,  —  with   the   true  croup,   with 

in  the  sixth  volume.     These  were  both  ap-  cynanche  trachealis.     In  their  most  obvious 

parently  desperate  cases.     Immediate  relief  symptoms  the  two  affections  are  much  alike. 

followed  the   operation  in   both,   and   the  The  broad  and  essential  distinction  between 

patients  recovered  perfectly.  them,  is  the  absence,  in  the  spurious  disorder, 

There  seem  to  be  just  two  predicaments  in  of  inflammation  and  of  fever — and  conae- 

which  there  is  a  chance  that  tracheotomy  quently  of  any  concrete  or  other  effusion 

may  be  useful.     They  are  perhaps  rare :  yet  from    the    mucous   membrane  of    the  air 

they  have  been  noticed  by  several  observers,  passages.    The  child  is  seized  all  of  a  sudden. 

The  one  is  where  the  preternatural  membrane  roused  perhaps  from  its  sleep,  by  a  catch, 

extends  but  a  very  little  way  down  the  trachea,  or  interruption  of  its  breathing,  more  or  less 

and  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  larynx  :  and  complete.    It  strives  and  struggles  to  inspire, 

the  other  is  where  there  is  no  preternatural  but  is  apparently  unable  to  do  so ;  at  length 

membraneat  all,  or  only  a  very  slight  coating  the  effort  is  successful,  and  the  breath  is 

in  some  part  of  the  trachea,  the  impediment  drawn  in  with  a  shrill  whistling  or  crowing 

to  the  breathing  having  arisen  mainly  from  sound,   like   that  which    characterizes   the 

a' thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane.  And  inspirations  of  croup,  or  of  hooping  cough, 

you  will  observe  that  an  impediment  from  and  depending,  no  doubt,  upon  the  same 

this  cause  will  always  be  the  greatest  at  the  cause — a  narrowing  (in  this  complaint  tem- 

narrowest  part  of  the  canal :  and  therefore  porary)  of  the  fissure  of  the  glottis.      Spae- 

incision  of  the  windpipe  in  such  a  case  may  modie  croup  is  the   most  common  of  its 

be  expected  to  bring  relief.     The  effect  pro-  names.      It  is  the  thymic  asthma  of  the 

duced  by  the  tracheotomy  in  Mr.  Chevalier's  Germans.      My  late  colleague.   Dr.    Ley, 

case  was  very  instructive.     Air  was   fully  who,  in  a  work  published  a  !>bort  time  before 

inspire  d  through  the  opening,  then  a  strong  his  death,  has  done  much  to  elucidate  the 

cough  took  place,  by  which  a  large  quantity  pathology  of  this  curious  disorder,  adopts 

of  viscid  reddish  mucus  was  forced  out  by  from  Dr.  Mason  Good  the  appellation  of 

the  natural  channel,  through  the  glottis.     It  laryngUmua  atridulua.     Dr.  Gooch  called 

was  evident  that  the  child  could  not  expec-  it  child-crowing ^  a  homespun  term  which  I 

torate  before,  simply  because  it  could  not  much  prefer  to  the  somewhat  pedantic  and 

sufficiently  fill  its  lungs  with  air  to  drive  the  cacophonous  title  bestowed  upon  it  by  Dr. 

collected  mucus  out.     Dr.  Pane  gives  a  cir-  Good.      The  crowing  noise^  and  its  con- 
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oonutant  phaen^mena,  take  place  in  parox-  maigiiis  to  eome  togettier,  and  to 

ysms,  which  vary  m  respect  to  frequency  the  peculiar  kind  of  inspiratioii  ao  wamck 

and  sererity,  and  which  are  separated  by  like  that  of  croup."    Dr.  Ley  looks  opoa 

interrals  of  easy  and  natural  breathing.  the  affection  altogether  as  moie  allied  to 

**  When  the  dosnre  of  the  chink  of  the  paralysis    than    to    convnlstTe    mofuusaL. 

glottis  is  not  perfect,  the  child  struggles  for  This  certainly  is  a  very  original  view  of  the 

its  breath :  die  respiration  is  hurried ;  the  matter  ;  but  I  most  refer  you  to  his  book 

countenance  generally  blueiBh  or  livid ;  the  for  the  facta  and  reasonings  upon  which  it  ■» 

eyes  staring ;  and  each  inspiration  is  attended  founded.     Hie  important  practical  bet  is 

with  a  crowing  noise.     When  the  closure  is  the  connexion  of  the  child-crowing    with 

more  complete  (and  this  state  was  found  tumefaction  of  the  glands  in  the  neck  and 

by  Dr.  Ley,  whose  words  I  am  now  quoting,  chest,  and  with  the  entanglement  of  the 

to  be  much  the  most  frequent  at  the  com-  pneumogastric  nerre  or  its  branches  among 

menoement  of  the  paroxysm)  the  ftmction  of  these  glsnds.     '*  Scarcely  an  instanre  (say* 

respintion  is  entirely  suspended  for  awhile ;  he)  has  oocurred  to  me  since  my  attentioa 

there  is  an  effectual  obstacle  to  the  admission  has  been  yery  much  directed  to  ^  sofafect, 

of  air.   The  child  makes  vdiement  struggles,  in  which  thm  has  not  been  the  strongest 

by  some  termed  convulsiYe,  to  recover  its  fbondation  for  the  belief  that  either  the 

breath.      At  varied  intervals,  from  a  few  glandule  concatenate  of  the  neck,  or  the 

*  seconds  up  to  a  minute,  or  upon  some  Uioradc    absorbent   glands,    have   becono 

occasions  nearly  two   minutes,    air  is    at  morbidly  enlarged." 

length  admitted  through  the  glottis,  now        Even  in  the  short  period  that  has  dapaed 

partially  open ;  and  this  rush  of  air,  passing  since  Dr.  Ley  wrote,  this  cariooi  and  mtri* 

through  a  very  narrow  chink,  produces  the  cate  knot  has  been  somewhat  (aither  (thoo^ 

peculiar  sound.     To  these  symptoms  not  it  is  not  yet  completely)  untwisted.     Dr.  J. 

unfrequently  succeed  a  fit  of  coughing  or  Reid  has  ascertained,  by  a  wcU-ooiitrivei 

crying,  which  terminates  the  scene :   or,  if  set  of  experiments,  that  the  inferior  laiyn- 

the  glottis  be  not  thus  partially  open,  the  geal  (or  recurrent)  nerve,  is  an  efferent  or 

child,  at  the  end  of  from  two  to  three  mi-  motor  nerve,  by  which  nearly  all  the  nove- 

nutes  at  the  utmost,  will   die  suffocated,  ments  of  the  laiynx  are  regulated  ;  and  thai 

Pallid  and  exhausted,  it  frUs  lifeless  upon  the  superior  laryngeal  is  an  affereot  or  ino- 

its  nurse's  arms ;   and  it  is  then  that  the  dent  nerve.     We  may  easily  conceive,  therr- 

child  is  generally  said  to  have  died  in  a  fit."  fore,  how  pressure  upon,  or  initation  of 

Sometimes,    but   not    always,  with  the  eitherofthese  nerves,  may  affect  the  apertnre 

symptoms  now  described  there  is  a  con-  of  the  glottis.     If  the  superior  laryngeal 

tracted  state  of  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  nerve  be  implicated,  the  impressioo  is  oom* 

thumb,  fingera,  wrist,   ankle,    and    toes  ;  municated  to  the  spinal  cord,  and  thence 

giving  to  the  foot  an  appearance  approach-  reflected,  through  the  recurrent,  «pon  the 

ing  to  that  of  club-foot.  laryngeal  muscles.     And  it  seems  probable 

Now  most  of  those    persons  who  had  that  Cerent  fibrils  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves 

learned  not  to  confound  this  child-crowing  may  have  a  nmilar  exciting  power ;  for  a 

with  troe  croup,  have  been  of  opinion  that  transient  crowing    is  readily  prodaoad   m 

it  was  connected  with  cerebral  disease,  or  some  children,  by  exposure  of  the  sorfooe 

disorder ;  and  that  the  state  of  the  glottis,  of  the  face  and  chest  to  a  breece  of  wind,  or 

and  the  flexion  of  the  hands  and  feet,  both  by  their  being  suddenly  tossed  in  the  ama 

depended   upon    tonic   spasm.      Dr.   Ley  of  a  nurse.    We  may  even  suppoae  that  the 

doubts  the  correctness  of  that  notion,  and  effect  produced  upon  the  central  cord  may, 

believes  that    the    bending  of    the   limbs  by  reflexion,  influence  other  mosdea,  aad 

results  rather  from  feebleness  or  parslysis  of  cause  the  contractions  that  are  sometaaaea 

the  extensor  muscles,  than  upon  spasmodm  observed  in  the  flexors  of  the  feet  and  banda. 

contraction  of  the  flexors.     It  is  obviously  Again,  if  the  recurrent  nerve  itself  be  prr  sard 

a  great  point  to  make  out,  whether  the  dis-  upon,  or  interfered  with,  undue  oontractaoai 

onier  depends  upon  pressure  ttUhin   ike  or  paralysis,  according  to  the  kind  or  dcgive 

kead  or  not.    Our  treatment  will  be  regn-  of  interference,  will  be  likely  to  ensue  of 

lated  by  what  we  know,  or  believe,  in  that  the  muscles  belonging  to  the  glottis.    Spaan 

respect.     But  what  is  chiefly  original,  and  of  those  mnades  would  dose  the  chink,  and 

very  interesting,  in  Dr.  Ley's  views  con-  stop  the  breath.    And  Dr.  Reid  haa  shewn 

oeming  this  bastard  sort  of  croup  is  this,  that  that  their  palsy,  except  while  the  breathix^ 

he  attributes  the  temporary  dosure  of  the  is  perfectly  quiet  and  tranquil,  sensibly  im- 

glottis  to  pressure  made  by  enlarged  glands  pedes  inspiration,  and  altars  its  diaraotcr. 

in  the  neck  or  chest  upon  the  recurrent  We  have,  I  say,  in  these  considerationa,  the 

nerve,   or  upon  some  part  of  the  fighth  materials  for  ulfcimatdyaolving  a  very  coiiovs 

pair ;  **  subverting  the  exact  antagonism  by  problem, 
-hich  the  glottis  is  automatioally  and  in-         It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  Dr.  Ley*a 

vitarily    kept  open,  and    allowing    its  v  ew  of  the  matter  harmonises  with  what  has 
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been  noticed  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  flammatory  disease,  would  be  misplaced  and 

this  crowing  inspiration.     In  the  first  place,  mischievous  in  the  other.     It  was  the  result 

it  is  often  manifestly  connected  with  dentin  of  Dr.  Ley's  experience  that  *.*  those  children 

lion.      Now  one  effect  of  dentition  is  the  have  upon  the  whole  a  much  better  chance 

production  of  glandular  swellings   of   the  of  being  preserved,  who  are  not  subjected  to 

neck ;  which  h^pen  even  in  the  absence  of  very  severe  discipline,  than  those  who,  in 

all  strumous  taint ;  but  with  still  more  cer-  compliance  with  the  prevailing  doctrine,  have 

tainty  if  any  such  taint  exist.    And  this  ez-  been  treated  by  very  copious  bleeding,  large 

plains  the  foct,  that  the  disorder  has  ap-  doses  of  calomel,  and  such  other  remedies  as 

pear^  in  the  most  robust  as  well  as  in  the  the  supposition  of  the  invariable  dependence 

most  delicate  infants.     This  explains  also  of  the  disease  upon  cerebral  turgescence  or 

another  weU-known   fact,  viz.  that,  when  excitement  has  suggested." 

child-crowing  accompanies  painful  dentition,  Do  not,  however,  imagine,  from  what  I 

the  symptoms  do  not  vanish  instantaneously,  have  just  been  saying,  that  this  disorder, 

as  if  by  magic,  the  moment  that  the  tooth  child-crowing,  is  a  trifling  disorder,  and  un- 

starts  through  the  gum  ;   but  pass  off  by  attended  with  danger.     It  is  really  a  perilous, 

degrees.    The  truth  seems  to  be,  that,  *'  after  as  well  as  a  terrifying  condition.     The  res- 

the  gum  and  enveloping  membrane  of  the  piratlon  is  sometimes  so  long  suspended  that 

tooth  have  been  relieved  from  swelling  and  death  takes  place  in  the  paroxysm.     And 

inflammation  by  the  free  use  of  the  gum-  each  paroxjrsm  is  accompanied  by  a  tendency 

lance,  some  time  is  still  required  for  the  to  stagnation  and  congestion  of  blood,  in  tlM$ 

irritation  and  tumid  state  of  the  cervical  brain,  lungs,  and  heart :   a  tendency  which, 

glands  to  subside.''  by    its    frequent  repetition,   may   lay    the 

Again,  this  child-crowing  is  found  to  occur  foundation  of  serious  and  fatal  disease  in  one 

in  connexion  vrith  excoriations  behind  the  or  other  of  those  vital  organs, 

ears,  and  with  inflamed  and  irritable  scalp ;  The    treatment    of   this    affection    must 

and  these  complaints  very  frequently  lead  to  depend  a  good   deal  upon  the  nature  of  the 

enlargement  of  the  absorbent  glands  of  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes.      To  go 

neck,    which    enlargement    forms   thus   an  into  it  fully  would  require   that  I   should 

intermediate  link  in  the  chain  of  events,  speak  of  the  mode  of  cure  in  painful  dentition. 

And  upon  some  occasions  Dr.  Ley  has  had  in  eruptive  complaints  about  the  head,  in 

strong  reason  to  suspect  that  bronchitis,  or  certain  pulmonary  and  cardiac  diseases,  and 

other  disease  qf  (he  lungs,  has  occasioned  in  all  those  conditions  which  are  apt  to  give 

enlaigement  of  the   bronchial  glands,  and  rise  to  enlargement  of  the  catenated  or  bron- 

thus  given  rise  to  the  crowing  inspiration.  chial  glands. 

I  think  that  Dr.  Ley  has  made  out  fair  In  addition  to  the  specific  methods  of 

grounds  for  his  view  of  the  pathology  of  treatment  which  these  several  diseases  may 

what  is  called  spasmodic  croup.    At  the  same  need,  attention  to  the  diet  of  the  child,  and 

time  I  am  not  quite  persuaded  that  the  child-  to  the  state  of  the  skin  and  bowels,  and 

crowing  does  not  occasionally  spring  out  of  (more  than  any  thing  else,  perhaps)  removal 

a  cerebral  affection.     And  of  this  I  am  sure,  from  the  air  of  a  city  or  town  to  the  purer 

that  disease  of  the  brain,  and  a  temporary  atmosphere  of  the  country,  will  often  prove 

affection  of  the  glottb,  producing  stridulons  eminently  serviceable, 

inspiration,  sometimes  go  together,  if  they  In  the  paroxysm  itself  the  warm  bath 

be  not  connected  as  cause  and  effeet.  might  be  useful,  if  it  could  be  got  ready  in 

The  practical  fact  which  you  have  to  re-  time.     The  application  Co  the  throat  of  a 

member  is,  that  croupy  breathing  may  occur,  large  sponge  from  which  hot  water  has  just 

and  return  in  paroxysms,  when  there  is  no  been  squeezed,  b  a  more  accessible,  and  often 

croup.     And  the  practical  lesson  which  you  a  very  effectual  expedient.      Sprinkling  the 

have  to  learn  is,  how  to  discriminate  between  face  and  chest  freely  with  cold  water  will 

these  two  similar,  yet  different  disorders.     I  sometimes  unlock  the  spasm,  and  set  the 

have  already  specified  the  distinctive  charac-  little  sufferer  free. 

ters  of  cynanche  trachealis.    The  complaint  I  should  have  stated,  that  Dr.  Ley's  views 

that  copies  it  may  be  known  by  its  sudden  were  abundantly  supported  by  the  researdies 

accession  and  its  sudden  departure ;  by  the  that  he  had  made  into  the  morbid  anatomy 

freedom  of  breathing  in  the  intervals  between  of  this  affection.     Had  he  lived,  I  should 

the  paroxysms  s  by  the  absence  of  fever,  of  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  shew  yon  some 

preceding  or  present  catarrh,  of  hoarseness,  very  beautiful  and  interesting  preparations, 

and  of  any  abiding  cough.     The  diagnosis,  illustrative  of  the  connexion  of  the  disorder 

easily  enough  reached  when  these  points  are  with  enlarged  glands,  which  had  come  to 

sufficiently  attended  to,  will  be  still  moresure,  press  upon,  or  stretch  the  par  vagum,  or 

if  you  discover  enlarged  glands  in  the  neck,  its  branches.     As  it  is,  I  can  only  shew  you 

It  must  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  urge  the  the  published  engravings  from  some  of  them, 

imporlanee  of  the  diagnosis.     Those  active  appended  to  his  book, 

measures  which  befit  the  outset  of  the  in-  — —* 
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LECTURES  ' deBtroying  Uie  fjmiDCtricsl  pOBtioB  of  tW 

ON  THB  ^^^  ^^t  Dsmetf  the  superior  rectL     We 

«*T^T.n.»««^^T»  ^«  —,«  ^»«,.^^».«  cannot  vohmtarilj  abduct  both  eyw,   nor 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS  ^U  them  domnnirds  and  omwaf^T^  tlie 

SYSTEM.  conjoint  action  of  the  two  exteraal  recti  or 

By  W.  B.  CAaPENTEm,  M.D.  '^^^'^SZ^^' J^"^'  "^  can  we  brag 

any  of  these  Tonintary  mnades — the  sttpcaaut 

obtiqoe  and  superior  leetos,  fcr  euampie — 

Lbctvbb  IX.  to  act  against  each  other  in  ibe  two  eyes,  so 

(Concluded.)  »  Co  destroy  ttieir  symmetry.     In  afanost 

every  moTement  in  wfaidi  the  hannonj  of 


On  studying  the  conjoint  movemento  ^^  i_^  ^^^  .  ,,^^,^.,^  ■  .luw  •i^  Z^ 
of  the  eye-balL  we  are  led  to  obserre  the  .  .  eyes  is  presented,  wtalat  the  ^. 
Bjrc  uai*,  wc  «^  ""  *"  uwwrvc  uic  ^^g^  „  destroyed  (as  m  thoK  of  the  first, 
very  cnnous  fact  that  they  «e  not  ^o  much  ^^  ^^  ^^  fo^f^omg  d.»es)r^ 
symmetrtcal  as  karmomoui;^  IS  to  B^j,  or  more  mosdes  of  f«S^  motioi  «e 
the  corresponding  musdes  on  the  two  side,  acting  on  one  eye,  mid  one  o7mo«  of  the 
are  rarely  m  action  at  once^hilst  snch  a  ,,^^^  g„2p  «  ddedy  o»cen«l  m 
harmony  or  consent  exists  between  the  ac-  «^j.^«.  -L.  J!L^.^  ^  tiL  ..jx— .  -ac- 
tions of  the  muscles  of  the  two  orbits,  that  Pf^!'°°g  ^  "'^'^^  ^.*^  ^**^-  ^^ 
w/>»  V    ««.  «uuM.««i  ut  UK  vwv  viuiw,  MiM,  j^|g^  ^^  ^^  extTcmely  insenions  one.  and  will 

Oicy  work  to  one  common  purpose,  namdy  w.  «- j  *^  i^  --..^  i u!      « ._ 

thTduection  of  both  eye.  to^  the  «-  ^L^^SS  u  ^  fS'^^^  ^SJ^ 

quired  object.      In  order  to  study  tbem  S^J^^.^Jf*. '^  "Sj^  "  "^  *  "* 

properly.it  U  neoee-ry  to  reduce  Lm  to  ^f!!^!  "^  "°*  T?"^' *^  S!  ^" 

SoaSTiaad  of  claMifiction.     1.  If  one  eye  SS!^-"""^""  Ae  two  »de.  uito 

be  rotated  mtrarA,  imd  the  other  outwarl,  S^  "^      .^..Tf  ^J»^  '2J 

the  intenud  recto,  of  one  eye,  M.d  the  exl  SZ^T'^!!?'-  ''^-  ^  **"«*' 
^....-.i  ..^...  «r  •u-  ^*u-  -1  -J  *i  *  band  be  moved  m  a  curie,  as  if  it  were 
tem^  rertus  of  the  other,  are  evidently  put    ^^^^      a  cord  on  a  red  pla^  in  froDt  of 

m  action  together.     Tli^  movement  is  bar-  the  body;  that  fa  to  I^.  tf^h^nl  bThcM 

monions  or  consensual,  but  not  symmetrical.  „^  .     I*^    -  . .       .  {\   .*~  -tTAUr  ^^ 

o     n^it.  -«^  u  II          \t^  <  ^  u    *u  up  m  front  of  the  chest,  it  will  first  move 

2.  Both  eye-balls  are  elevated,  by  the  con-     jIl^ > -  g. >    \x r t        j 

tw^M^i^^  ^t*u^  ....^-;«-  --.<*;      1     n^4t.  downwards  and  forwards,  then  forwards  and 

traction  of  the  superior  recti.     3.  A»M  eye-  ^ackwaids  (towards  the  body),  next  upwards 

ballfl  are  depreeted;  this  is  at  first  effected    .^^  , iZ^ll  ^^^ZJ^^'  ^       jXT^ 

by  the  con^int  action  of  the  inferior  recti  ^J^^"^'  v Ufl^  ?T2!  ^j!^.' 

muscle.,  aid  so  far  the  movement  is,  like  ^^:    ^"^^  "^  ^.^1^  ^^^f^^ 

the  preceding,  both  harmonic  and  sy^ime-  "."^  "*  ^tv^TLf'^'^Iu**  *^'*.7^ 

trical;  but,  if  it  go  beyond  a  certain  point.  JIT^^J^      ?  "^  "^  ^  •"**'  "i^ 

both  eye.  are  rotated  inwards,  showinTtbat  ^  ^^  .™?^  "T^  J*«^f  *?  ^•^  »^ 

the  internal  recti  are  then  inaction.    47 Both  ^^^^/^^^^^sthMn^t  ^  dustMnce 

are  drawn  direcUy  inwards  and  rfai«iir«rrfi,  *^.  ""^  J  cirele  from  it-that  is  to  «iy.  it 

as  when  we  look  at  an  object  placed  on  o^  7^.^.  *^^  ""^  easio- to  move  die  two 

near  the  now;  this  movement  is  symme-  S^?  "*  "^  '  T?fL**^  ^  pomte  of 

trical,  but  not  harmonic;  and  it  U  effected  !^  ^Y"             ?^J*  P"™^  2l'^ 

by  the  action  of  the  internal  rectus,  joined  SSuf^S'^Slf  "*^    ^"^TZ-^^: 

either  with  the  inferior  rectus  or  the  ^perior  Tw   .^12?       "*  *^*^.?^**'T^*n?^ 

obUque.  5.  When  o»^  eye  is  rolled  u^arde  7^.  'f„,"Sf  ^"^  «m«J-b«e,  it  wiU  be 

and  inwards,  and  the  o/Aer  upwa^  and  ?"^**  ^^^  ™P^«^  ^  ™:^  *!«^  *^ 

outwards,  the  inferior  obUque  is  probably  ,     ^'  ^*  "^y  *fT  '^'^  «P><*».*y;  "»  »«». 

operating  on  one  side,  whilst  the  superior  ™7  ™od«,— «  if  they  vrere  wmdmg  tw» 

rectus  unites  its  action  with  that  of  the  ex-  ?*""  ^  ,      ^*  "**»  ™  opposite  direc- 

terrud  on  the  other.     And,  6,  when  one  eye  ^^^^-^^^^  they  are  guided  by  actually 

is  drawn  downwards  and  inirardlr,  and  the  ^^?^  »»<^?  *  ^^',    ««.  *i«n.  'w  h»w 

other  downwards  and  ow/icar^fr,  the  inferior  ?  *?»*?»«  "»  ^""ch  it  is  more  easy  to  caU 

rectus  is  probably  operatiog,  along  with  the  ™«»»'*.«*  or  unsymmctrical   muscles  mto 

internal  rectus,  on  one  side,  whilst  the  su-  ***   ™  ®"'*"    *®    produce   harmonious 

perior  obtique  is  the  chief  canse  of  the  latter  "®^"?«*^»   **»*"  it  is  to   employ  oorre- 

movemcnt.     AU  these  movements  may  be  "P®""*"?  muscles  to  execute  movements  not 

voluntarily  performed  by  man;  but  it  is  not  ^^^Tftr^*  ^_,^.  .  * 
so  clear  that  the  musdes  by  which  they  are  °JJ*"^^««*t^^nnds  of  movement  of  the 
effected  are  equaUy  infiuenced  by  voUtion  in  'y*^**"'*  '^'»«''>  are  not  at  aU  voluntary.  In 
each  case ;  and  there  are  some  curious  di^^er-  *  '*''***  •ttompt  to  <)<«9cribe  the  T<r>'  simple  kind 
sities  in  our  power  of  operating  on  diffcix^nt  ?ll!^^^^  intondwl,  n  a  v«ry  awkward  one,  as 
muscles,  which  throw  some  light  on  the  *W«  in  an  insuntTu  w^^SSv  wSStS 
matter.  Of  those  which  are  enttrt>Iy  subjcctt^  ".»  w*>nls,  lie  ho,vs,  even  hy  «ome  curumlocu- 
to  the  wOl,  wc  can  only  put  that  iwr  in  I»i?»  ?*  P*^  **<*'^»ft  l*****"  »*>•«***«*  «»  «be  sab- 
action  together,  whidi  will  o|^te  iithout  ^'.^.i^^^X^'*'^*'^^^  ^  ^ 
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the  first  of  these,  both  eye-balls  are  rotated  camstance  break  this  chain,  and  cause  the 

upwarda  and  inwardif  by  the  action  of  the  images  to  be  transmitted  to  the  sensorium 

inferior  oblique.     In  the  other,  both  eye-  through  a  new  channel,  the  mind  requires 

balls  are  directed  inwards,  by  the  action  of  some  little  time  to  adapt  itself  to  this  im- 

the  rectus  intemus.     Now  in  both  these  pression,   as  it   does    by  habit  to  almost 

cases,  the  harmony  of  the  movements  is  every  other. 

destroyed,  but  it  is  by  two  similar  muscles,         If  this  be  admitted,  we  gain,  I  think,  an 
both  acting  automatically,   and  subjected,  important  step  in  the  explanation   of  the 
therefore,   to  the  same  stimulus.     In  the  consensual  movements  of  the  eye.     The  ob- 
firat  of  these  cases,  the  stimulus  may  origi-  ject  to  be  attained  is  evidently  this — that  the 
Date  in  some  part  very  distant  from  the  eye  usual  axes  of  the  eyes  should  always  be  direct- 
itself,  and  may  be  of  a  purely  reflex  kind ;  ed  towards  the  object  to  be  viewed ;  and  this, 
as  when  the  eye  is  rotated  under  the  lid,  in  as  we  have  seen,  involves  the  necessity  (in  a 
the  acts  of  sneezing,  coughing,  &c.     The  great  majority  of  cases),  of  una3n3imetrical 
latter  we  shall  find  to  be  another  result  of  movements  being  performed  by  the  two  eye- 
the  same  cause  as  that  which  secures  the  balls.     Now  I  think  it  is  fair  to  argue  from 
usual  harmonic  movements  of  the  eye-ball.  the  facts  already  stated  (respecting  the  dis-  ^ 
It  may,  I  think,  be  stated  as  a  physio-  tribution  of  the  third  pair,  and  the  known ' 
logical  fact,  that  single  vision  with  two  eyes  functions  of  its  inferior  branch),  that,  in 
is  dependent  upon  the  formation  of  the  image  directing  our  eyes  by  a  voluntary  effbtt  to 
upon  parts  of  the  two  retinae,  which  are  any  particular  object,  the  will  acts  chiefly 
aeeu9tomed  thus  to  act  with  each  other.    In  upon  one  eye,  and  that  the  other  follows  its 
many  physiological  works  you  will  find  it  direction  by  an  automatic  movement.    This 
stated  that  single  vision  is  the  result  of  automatic   movement  I  believe  to  be  go- 
the    impressious    being   made    on    corre^  vemed  by  the  relative  place  of  the  images 
$pondinff  parts  of  the  two  retinae, — ^that  is  to  upon  the  retinae.     It  is  well  known  that  in 
say,  on  parts  equally  distant  from  the  axis,  children  bom  bliq^,  the  movements  are  not 
on  one  side  or  the  other ;  but  this  is,  I  think,  consensual ;  I  have  seen  them  very  far  from 
a  manifest  absurdity;  since  patients  who  have  being  so,  in  cases   of  congenital  cataract, 
been  long  affected  with  conveiigent  strabis-  where  a  considerable  amount  of  light  was 
mus,  and  who  see  equally  well  with  both  evidently  admitted,  but  where  no  distinct 
eyes  (as  many  do),  are  not  troubled  with  image  could  be  formed;  and  in  such  cases 
double  vision.     On  the  other  hand,  when  a  the  movements  were  most  consensual  where 
person  whose  eyes  look  straight  before  him,  the  object  was  bright  or  luminous,  so  that 
is  affected  with  any  complaint  in  his  head  the  impression  made  upon  the  retina  was 
which  renders  their  motions  in  any  degree  more  vivid.  It  is  no  objection  to  this  theory 
irregoLar,  he  is  at  once  affected  with  double  to  say,  that  persons  who  have  become  blind 
vision;  and  the  same  I  have  myself  noticed  may  still  move  their  eyes  in  a  consensual 
to  be  one  of  the  almost  invariable  results  of  manner ;  since,  the  habit  of  the  association 
the  successful  operation  for  the   cure    of  of  particular  movements  having  been  once 
strabismus.     Although  the  images  were  pre-  acquired,  the  known  laws  of  ner\'0U8  action 
vionsly  formed  on  parts  of  the  retinae  which  account  for  its  continuance,  and,  as  a  matter 
were  very  far  from  corresponding  with  each  of  fact,  a  want  of  consent  may  be  often 
other,  yet  no  sooner  is  the  position  of  the  noticed  where  the  blindness  is  total.     The 
eyes  rectified,  so  that  the  relation  between  idea  which  I   desire  to  place  before  you, 
the  situation  of  the  images  is  the  same  as  it  therefofe,  is  simply  this ;  that,  where  one 
would  have  been  in  a  sound  eye,  than  the  eye  is  voluntarily  directed  towards  an  object, 
patient  sees  double — ^unless  (as  frequently  the  consensual  movement  of  the  other  will 
happens)  the  sight  of  the  eye  most  affected  result  from  an  instinctive  tendency  on  the 
be  of  so  little  use  to  the  patient,  that  its  part  of  the  nervous  system  to  bring  the  other 
image  is  not  regarded  by  him.  Now  in  these  into  such  a  position,  that  itt  accustomed 
cases  the  difficulty  very  speedily  diminishes,  axis  also  shall  be  directed  towards  the  object, 
and  the  patient  soon  learns  to  see  single.    I  This  principle  fully  accounts  also  for  the 
cannot  imagine,  then,  that  any  other  cause  convergence  which  any  one  may  induce  by 
than  habit  can  explain  the  long-disputed  looking  at  an  object  brought  very  close  to 
phenomenon  of  single  vision  with  two  eyes,  the  eyes.     A  slight  degree  of  convergence 
Hie  mind  receives  the  two  images,  frequently  must  always  exist,  unless  the  object  be  in- 
combining  them  together  (as  Mr.  Wheat-  finitely  distant ;  as,  however,  it  is  brought 
stone's    ingenious    experiments    with    the  nearer,  the  convergence  increases,  until,  if 
stereoscope  have  most  satisfactorily  shown)  the  attention  be  fixed  upon  it,  with  an  effort 
to  produce  a  picture  in  relief;  and  so  long  not  to  see  it  double,  the  two  eyes  are  very 
as  these  be  conveyed  to  it  in  the  accustomed  obviously  directed  towards  each  other.  Now 
manner,  it  reconciles  them  together,  even  although,  in  the  classification  of  the  move- 
if  the  parts  of  the  retinae  on  wUch  they  are  ments  just  now  given,  Valentin  has  placed 
formed  do  not  correspond ;  but  if  any  cir-  the  movement  of  both  eyes  directly  inwards, 
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under  a  dutinct  head  from  the  rotation  of  ration  is  almost  invariably  feqmred.       In 

both  downwards  and  inwards — considering  general,   however,  ona   eye  lunudly    looks 

the  former  as  automatic,  whilst  the  latter  straight  forwards,  whilst  the  other  is  greatiy 

con  also  be  accomplished  voluntarily — I  am  inverted  ;  and  the  nght  of  the  inverted  eye 

disposed  to  explain  them  both  in  the  same  is  frequently  affected  to  a  considerable  de- 

manner ;  for  the  latter  can,  I  think,  only  be  gree  by  disease,  so  that,  ipdien  the  patient 

accomplished  by  directing  the  eyes  towards  voluntarily  rotates  it  into  its  proper  azia, 

the  nose  as  an  object ;  and  then  it  depends  his  vision  with  it  is  far  from  betng  distinct. 

on  precisely  the  same  considerations  as  the  Some  surgeons  have  maintained  that  the 

former.  inverted  eye  is  usually  the  only  one  in  fmalt. 

That  there  is  a  greater  tendency  to  con-  and  consider  that  the  division  of  the  trndom 

sent  between  the  images,   when  they  are  of  its  internal  rectus  is  sufficient  for  the  care, 

formed    upon  corresponding  parts  of  the  They  would  even  divide  its  other  tendons,  if 

retime,  I  readily  admit ;  and  I  think  that  the  parallelism  be  not  restored,  rather  than 

this  is  a  principle  of  some  importance,  in  toudi  the  other  eye.     I  am  mysdf  satisfied, 

explaining  the  re-adjastment  of  the  eyes,  however,  that  the  restriction  of  the  abnormal 

after  the  operation  for  strabismus.     Every  state  to  a  single  eye,  is  the  exception,  and 

one  who  has  seen  much  of  this  operation  is  not  the  rule,  in  all  but  very  slight  cases  of 

aware,  that  the  readjustment  of  the  eye  is  strabismus ;  and  to  this  opinion  I  am  led 

not  always  immediate ;  but  that,  after  the  both  by  the  consideration  of  the  mode  in 

muscle  has  been  freely  divided,  the  eye  often  which  strabismus  first  takes  place,  and  by 

remains  somewhat  inverted  for  a  few  days,  the  results  of  the  operations  which  have 

gradually  acquiring    its  straight    position,  come  under  my  notice.     If  you  watch  the 

I  have  known  one  case  in  which,  after  such  eyes  of  an  infimt  affected  with  cerebral  dis- 

a  degree  of  temporary  inversion  as  seemed  ease,   you  will  frequently  observe  in  them 

to  render  the  success  of  the  operation  very  very  irregular  movements ;  the  axis  of  the 

doubtful,  eversion  actually  took  place  for  a  two  being  sometimes  extremely  convergent, 

short  time  to  a  considerable  extent ;  after  and  then  very  divergent.     You  will  rarely 

which  the  axes  became  parallel,  and  have  or  never  see  this  irregularity  confined  to  one 

remained  so  ever  since.     Another  argument,  eye.     Now  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of 

in  favour  of  the  consensual  movement  being  strabismus,  the  mid^y  is  a  oonseqnenoe  of 

chiefly   dependent  upon   the  place  of  the  some  cerebral  affection  during  infancy  or 

impressions  on  the  retina,  is,  that  the  ope-  childhood,  which  we  can  scarcely  suppose 

ration  is  much  more   successful  in   those  to  have  affected  one  eye  only.      Again,  in 

cases  in  which  the  sight  of  the  most  displaced  other  instances  we  find  the  strabismns  to 

eye  is  good,  than  in  those  in  which  (as  not  have  resulted  firom  the  constant  directioa 

unfrequently  happens  from  long  disease)  it  of  the  eyes  to  very  near  objects,  as  in  short- 

is  much  impaired.     In  cases  of  the  latter  sighted  persons ;   and  here,  too,  the  oanse 

class,  the  cure  is  seldom  complete.     There  manifestly  affects  both.    Now  it  is  easy  to 

is  one  more  curious  fact  to  which  I  shall  understand  why  one  eye  of  the  patient  shoahl 

advert  in  reference  to  this  subject :    that  appear  to  be  in  its  natural  position,  whilst 

strabismus  not  unfrequently  arises  from  the  the  other  is  greatly  inverted.     The  cause  of 

formation  of  an  opaque  spot  on  the  centre  of  strabismus  usually  affects  the  two  eyes  some- 

the  cornea,  which  prevents  the  formation  of  what  unequally,  so  that  one  is  much  more 

any  images  on  the  retina,  except  by  the  inverted  than  the  other.    We  will  call  the 

oblique  rays;  and  nature  seems  to*endea-  least  inverted  eye  A,  and  the  other.  B.     In 

vour  (so  to  speak)  to  repair  the  mischief,  by  the  ordinary  acts  of  vision,  the  patient  will 

causing  the  eye  to  assume  the  position  most  make  most  use  of  the  least  inverted  eye.  A, 

favourable  for  the  reception  of  these.-  because  he  can  most  readily  look  straight 

To  one  more  point  only,  connected  with  forwards  or  outwards  with  it  i  but  to  bring 

the  subject  of  strabismus,  shall  I  now  allude,  it  into  the  axis,  or  to  rotate  it  outwards, 

I  am  well  convinced,  from  repeated  obser-  necessitates  a  still  more  decided  inversion  of 

vation,  that  tliose  surgeons  are  in  the  right,  B.    This  remains  the  position  of  things, 

who  have  maintained,  in  a  recent  controversy,  the  patient  usually  looking  straight  forwards 
that,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  strabismus  with  A,  which  is  the  eye  constantly  employ- 
is  caused  by  an  affection  of  Ooih  sets  of  mus-  .ed  for  tlie  purposes  of  vision, — and  frequently 
cles  or  nerves,  and  not  of  one  only ;  and  ahnost  burying  under  the  inner  canthus  the 
that  it  then  requires,  for  its  perfect  cure,  other  eye,  B,  the  vision  in  which  is  of  very 
the  division  of  the  corresponding  muscle  on  little  use  to  him.  When,  therefore,  the 
both  sides.  You  will  frequently  meet  with  tendon  of  the  internal  rectus  of  B  is  divided, 
cases  in  which  this  is  evident ;  the  two  eyes  the  relative  position  of  the  two  is  not  recti- 
bemg  employed  to  nearly  the  same  extent,  fied.  Sometimes  it  appears  to  be  so  for  a 
and  the  patient  giving  to  both  a  slight  in-  time,  but  the  strabismus  then  b^ins  to 
ward  direction,  when  desired  to  look  straight  return  ;  and  it  can  only  be  checked  by  di- 
forwards.     In  these  cases  the  double  opo<  vision  of  the  tendon  of  the  other  eye,  A ; 
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after  which,  as  far  as  I  have  s«cn,  the  cure  dividiia].  It  will  be  convenient  for  us  to 
Is  generally  complete  and  permanent.  That  employ  it  to  indicate  actions  of  the  same 
It  has  not  been  ao  in  many  of  the  cases  on  class ;  but  we  shall  define  it  rather  more 
which  operations  have  been  performed,  I  physiologically.  Instinctive  actions  are 
attribute,  without  the  slightest  doubt  in  my  those  immediately  prompted  by  sensations 
own  mind,  to  the  neglect  of  the  second  ope-  or  emotions,  felt  or  remembered ;  whilst  m 
ration.  As  I  just  now  stated,  the  sight  of  voluntary  acts,  neither  sensations  nor  emo« 
the  most  inverted  cjt  b  frequently  very  im-  tions  directly  affect  the  body,  but  only  serve 
perfect ;  indeed  it  is  sometiines  impaired  to  to  stimulate  the  reasoning  processes,  and  to 
sndh  an  extent,  that  the  patients  speak  of  it  supply  motives  to  the  judgment  j  the  opera- 
as  entirely  useless.  That  this  impairment  tions  of  this  terminate  in  the  formation  of 
results  in  part  from  disuse  merely,  seems  a  volition,  the  commands  of  which  are  con- 
very  evident,  from  the  great  improvement  veyed  to  the  muscle  through  a  channel  struc- 
which  often  succeeds  the  rectification  of  the  turally  distmct,  as  cases  of  paralysis  fully 
axes.  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  probable,  prove,  from  that  which  is  the  medium  of 
however,  that  the  same  cause  which  produced  emotional  actions.  Dr.  M.  Hall  is  of  opi- 
the -distortion  of  the  eye  may,  in  some  in-  nion  that  the  spinal  system  of  nerves  eonsti- 
standes  at  least,  have  affected  the  optic  tutes  the  channel  of  emotional  actions.  I 
nerve,  as  well  as  the  motor  nerves  of  the  do  not  see  any  other  evidence  for  this,  how- 
orhit.  ^  ever,  than  that,  in  cases  of  paralysis,  it  oc- 
It  may  be  asked, — in  what  respect  do  the  casionally  happens  that  reflex  and  emotional 
cofuensuai  movements  of  the  eyes,  whidi  actions  manifest  themselves,  when  voluntary 
have  been  stated  to  be  the  involuntary  re-  control  is  lost.  Such  cases  only  prove, 
suits  of  sensory  impressions  made  upon  the  however,  that  emotional  actions  are  not  vo- 
retinse,  differ  ftt>m  the  ordinary  reflex  move-  litional ;  they  are  far  from  proving  thcnn  to 
ments,  for  which  it  has  been  argued  that  be  spinal.  If  the  essential  correspondence 
sensation  is  not  essential  ?  The  answer  is  between  the  purely  emotional  acts  of  man, 
simply  this, — ^that  the  impressions  which  and  the  mstinctive  acts  o(  the  lower  animals, 
excite  them  are  made  upon  an  organ  of  «pe-  be  admitted,  I  think  that  we  may  reasonably 
cial  sensation,  which  operates  in  many  re-  localize  them  more  satisfactorily  in  that 
spects  under  peculiar  conditions.  As  a  ge-  chain  of  ganglionic  masses,  which  only  oc- 
neral  rule  I  believe  that  it  may  be  stated  cupies  the  centre  of  the  base  of  the  brain 
that  instinctive  acts  do  not  result  merely  from  in  man,  but  which,  in  the  lower  Vertebrata, 
impreuiofu  upon  the  nerves  of  special  sen*  possesses  an  aggregate  dimension  far  exceed- 
sation,  but  that  impressions  must  become  ing  that  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres.  We 
sensations  in  order  to  give  rise  to  them,  are  led  to  such  a  localization  by  a  very 
Upon  further  examination,  however,  we  simple  and  (as  it  appears  to  me)  satisfactory 
shall  find  that  between  the  sensation  and  the  train  of  reasoning.  The  actions  in  question 
motion  there  is  not  an  immediate  connec-  are  not  simply  reflex  ;  since  sensation,  and 
tion ;  but  that  some  act  of  mind  intervenes,  something  of  the  nature  of  emotion,  both 
This  is  evidently  the  case  in  the  large  class  involving  consciousness,  are  elements  in 
of  actions  termed  emotional,  which,  as  I  their  performance ;  and,  moreover,  these 
explained  in  a  former  lecture,  are  entirely  sensations  are  rather  of  the  special  than  of 
distinct  from  volitional  actions,  and  with  the  common  character,  inyolving,  therefore, 
which  I  believe  that  the  actions  ordinarily  the  olfactory,  optic,  and  auditory  ganglia. 
termed  ma^roc^tve,  as  distinguished  from  tn-  No  intelligent  person  can  doubt,  that,  as  we 
telligent  or  rational^  will  be  found  to  bear  a  descend  the  scale  of  being,  instinct  is  gra- 
close  correspondence.  This  term  has  been  dually  superseding  reason ;  and  that  in  the 
used  in  a  great  variety  of  senses ;  it  has  been  lowest  Vertebrata  (I  go  no  further,  because 
sometimes  made  by  physiologists  to  com-  no  comparison  between  the  parts  of  the  ner- 
prehend  all  the  actions  which  are  performed  voua  centres  could  be  made  with  equal  oer- 
in  direct  respondence  to  an  external  stimu-  tainty  between  animals  of  a  different  type) 
lus, — thus  including  reflex  movements,  and  the  manifestations  of  the  latter  are  extremely 
even  the  contraction  of  muscles  on  the  di-  feeble,  nearly  all  the  actions  of  life  being 
rect  application  of  a  stimulus.  Others,  guided  by  the  former.  Now  on  looking  at 
again,  have  used  the  term  rather  in  a  meta-  Uie  encephalon,  we  perceive  a  difference  in 
physical  sense,  to  indicate  those  actions  that  the  relative  proportions  of  its  principal  divi- 
are  performed  by  animals  with  an  evident  sions  so  closely  corresponding  with  these, 
purpose  or  design;  of  which  design,  however,  that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  them  uncon- 
there  is  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  uncon-  nected.  In  proportion  as  we  descend  the 
sdous ;  these  actions  being  invariably  per-  scale,  we  find  the  cerebral  hemispheres  di- 
formed  by  all  ynitrwl*  of  the  same  species,  minishing  in  relative  size,  whilst  the  ganglia 
Ibrming  their  peculiar  habits,  and  admitting  at  the  origins  of  the  nerves  of  special  sensa- 
of  only  a  very  limited  modification,  accord-  tion  increase  to  a  remarkable  degree ;  and  I 
ing  to  the  peculiar  circumstanoes  of  the  in-  cannot,  therefore,  but  consider  it  probable, 
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that  these  g&nglla  and  tracts  of  grey  matter,  those    which    are  the  result  of  Tohmtary 
whose  site  is  in  man  so  trifling  in  compari-  power  guided  by  reason,  chiefly  by  the  two 
son  to  the  bnik  of  his  cerebral  hemispheres,  following  characters : — 1.  Although,  in  many 
are  subservient  to  those  instinctive  actions  cases,  experience  is  required  to  giTe  the  will 
which  are  prompted  by  sensations,  but  in  command  over  the  muscles  concerned  in  its 
which  volition  does  not  partake.     It  may  be  operations,   no  experience  or  educatioa  is 
said  that,  in  attributing  to  this  division  of    required,  in  order  that  the  different  actioDs 
the  nervous  centres  a  function  different  from  winch  result  from  an   instinctive   impose 
that  of  the  spinal  cord,  on  the  one  hand,  and  may  follow  one  another  with  unerring  pre* 
of  the  brain,  on  the  other,  we  are  unneces-  cision.     2.  These  actions  are  always  per- 
sarily  multiplying  the  systems  of  nervous  formed  by  the  same  species  of  animal,  nearly, 
fibres  which  must  then  be  supposed  to  exist  if  not  exactly,  in  the  same  manner  ;  present- 
in  every  trunk  ; — one,   namely,  for  reflex  ing  no  such  variation  of  the  means  adapted 
actions, — another  for  the   instinctive    and  to  the  object  in  view,  and  admitting  of  no 
emotional, — and  a  third  for  the  volitional,  such  improvement  in  the  progress  of  life,  or 
But  the  tendency  of  neurological  research  in  the  succession  of  ages,  as  we  obserre  in 
has  certainly  been  to  shew,   that  different  the  habits  of  individual  men,  or  in  the  man- 
functions  are  performed  by  the  same  trunk,  ners  and  customs  of  nations,  adapted  to  the 
in  virtue  of  its  containing  fibres  which  are  attainment  of  any  particular  endis,  by  those 
connected  with   different  divisions  of  the  voluntary  efforts  wUch  are  guided  by  reason, 
nervous  centres;  and  knowing,  as  we  do,  Thefact,  too,  that  these  instinctive  actions  are 
that  these  three  distinct  sources  of  action  often  seen  to  be  performed  under  circum- 
have  a  real  existence,  it  cannot  be  regarded  stances  which  reason  informs  us  to  be  soch  as 
as  improbable  that  their  channels  also  should  to  render  them  nugatory  for  the  ends  to  be  ac- 
he separate.     Those  who  entertain  the  idea  complished  by  them  (as  when  the  flesh-fly 
that  different  parts  of  the  cerebral  hemi-  deposits  her  egg  on  the  carrion-plant,  iw«»<«*i 
spheres  perform  different  offices  in  the  rea-  of  a  piece  of  meat,  or  when  the  hen  sits  on  a 
soning  process — an    idea  which  I   cannot  pebble,  instead  of  her  egg),  are  additional 
but  regard  as  highly  probable, — cannot  re-  proofs  that  the  instinctive  actions  of  untmnU 
fuse  to  admit  it  as  probable  that  the  gan-  are  prompted,  like  the  consensual   move- 
glionic  matter  which  lies  near  the  base  of  ments  we  have  been  now  inquiring  into,  by 
these  has  a  function  quite  distinct  from  that  an  impulse  which  immediately  results  from 
of  the  couTolutions.      On  turning  to  the  a  particular  emotion  or  sensation  being  felt, 
Invertebrata,  we  find  important  confirma-  and  not  by  anticipation  of  the  effect  which 
tion  of  these  views  in  the  fact,  that,  in  ge-  the  action  will  produce, 
neral,  the  principal  ganglionic  masses  occu-        In  the  succeeding  lecture,  the  application 
pying  the  place  of  &e  brain  of  higher  ani-  of  this  doctrine  to  the  physiology  of  the 
mals  are  closely  connected  with  the  organs  human  mind  will  be  inquired  into ;    and  a 
of  special  sensation  situated  in  the  head,  sketch  will  be  given  of  the  present  state  of 
and  are  therefore  analogous  to  the  optic  and  our  knowledge  of  the  functions  of  the  cere- 
other  ganglia  in  Vertebrata ;  whilst  scarcely  brum  and  cerebellum. 

any  traces  can  be  found  of  superadded  gan- ____^ 

glionic  bodies  at  all  resembling  the  cerebral 

hemispheres.     The  almost  exclusively  in-  FINAL  RESULT  OF  A  CASE 

stinctive  character  of  the  actions  of  such  in  which 

animals  harmonises  well  with  the  opinion,  nTFFFFNBArH'<5  OPFPATTnM   wm. 

that  these  gangUa  are  the  chief  sources  of  ^****^l^^N^AOH  S  OPERATION   FOR 

them.  STAMMERING 

That  many  of  the  lower  animaU  possera  ^^^  pkrformed  :  with  obsertatioks. 
psychical  endowments,  corresponding  with 
those  which  we  term  the  intellectual  powers  and 

moral  feelings  in  man,  cannot  be  doubted  by        ^o  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette^ 
any  person  who  will  attentively  study  their  5,^ 

characters;  but  in  proportion  as  these  are  At TiiotT'r.«     «««-«^a*«'«»^a     !,««     ..1       j 

mideveloped,   in  that  proportion  arc  they  i'lI^Vf"     ,^S«    T       ^1^     ^l^'J^^ 

under  thidominion  of  thoM  instinctive  ini.  determined    upon    the   value    of   the 

pulses,  which,  so  far  as  their  own  conscious.  ?!?t^,^?.*  ^'  stammenng  by  operation, 

ness  is  concerned,  may  be  designated  as  V"^°*^  ^^  ^7  a«ty  to  communicate   to 

blind  or  aimless,  but  which  are  ordained  by  'P^  profession  the  result  of  my  opera- 

the  Creator  for  their  protection  from  danger,  *'®°»  which,  as  it  was  performed  on 

and    the    supply    of  their  natural  wants.  March   Ist,   may  now   be   considered 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  human  infant,  ^  final. 

or  of  the  idiot,  in  whom  the    reasoning        Up  to  the  9th  of  March,   when    I 

powers  are  undeveloped.      Instinctive  ac  wrote  the  account  of   the   operation, 

tions  may  in  general  be  distinguished  from  which  was  published  in  the  number  of 
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the  Medical  Gazette  for  March  llth,  quite  surprised  to  find  the  convulsions 

1841,  no  sign  of  that  dreadful  degree  of  the  face  considerably  diminished, 

of  stammering,  almost  equivalent  to  and  his  speech,  although  stammering, 

dumbness,  nor  of  those  violent  convul-  yet  decidedly  improved :  in  fact,  I  had 

sions  of  die  muscles  of  the  face  and  never  before  heard  him  speak  so  much ; 

neck,  from  which  the  patient  was  suf-  he  spoke  even  one  or  two  sentences 

fering  before  the  operation,  had  made  without  any  hesitation.    His  eyes  no 

its  appearance ;  but  about  a  week  after  longer  protruded,  nor  did  they  water; 

this  time,  while  speaking  to  him,  I  the  neck  was  not  at  all  affected  by  the 

was  sorry  to  notice  some  sught  quiver-  convulsive  motions,  and  the  cheeks  and 

ing  motion  of  the  upper  lip,  which  lips  in  a  minor  degree ;  they  appeared 

almost  every  day  became  worse,  and  now  to  be  confined  to  the  lips  more 

extended  to  the  muscles  of  the  cheek,  especially.     I  therefore  advised  him  to 

eyelid,  and   lower  lip,  and  in  about  continue  the  above  plan  of  treatment, 

a  fortnight  (or   a  month  after  the  ope-  and  tried  to  impress  upon  his  mind, 

ration)   the  whole  face  was    just    as  that,  if  he  persevered  in  this  plan,  he 

much  convulsed  as  before  the  openu  would,  in  time,  overcome  the  calamity, 

tion ;  the  neck,  however,  was  far  less  which  assurances  satisfied  his  mind,  as 

convulsively  affected,  and  the  former  was  evident  by  the    change    in    his 

spasmodic  rising  or  elevation  of  the  countenance. 

larynx  was  not  observed.  The  stam-  When  I  examined  the  patient's 
mering  also  had  gradually  returned  to  tongue  on  my  last  visit,  I  found  the 
the  same  degree  as  before  the  opera-  dorsum  linguie  presenting  a  smooth 
tion,  but  the  patient  on  being  questioned  surface ;  a  small  fissure,  which  the  ope- 
made  me  understand,  that,  when  he  ration  had  left  at  one  side  of  the  tongue, 
was  about  to  speak,  or  even  at  the  very  had  perfectly  filled  up.  The  cicatrix 
time  when  the  convulsions  of  the  face  appeared  as  a  very  narrow  line  across 
were  at  the  highest,  so  that  they  stopped  the  tongue,  with  a  deficiency  of  papillae, 
his  speech,  by  firmly  compressing  The  tongue  could  be  freely  and  well 
his  lips,  and  thus  closing^  his  mouth,  moved  in  all  directions.  The  sense  of 
his  tongue  felt  less  in  size  and  less  taste,  which  was  lost  immediately  after 
rigid ;  nor  did  he  experience  the  sen-  the  operation,  returned  in  the  space  of 
sation  as  if  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  a  week,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
were  plugged  up  by  the  tongue,  and  the  as  acute  as  ever, 
passage  in  the  throat  obstructed,  from  This  case,  which  certainly  was  the 
which,  as  the  mother  of  the  patient  worst  I  ever  saw,  being  almost  equiva- 
told  me,  he  suffered  much  before  the  lent  to  dumbness,  and  in  which  a 
operation.  wedge-shaped  portion  was  cut  out  of 
As  the  patient  was  of  strumous  habit,  the  root  or  the  tongue,  on  the  dorsum 
and  nervous  temperament,  and,  more-  linguoe,  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  and 
over,  somewhat  reduced  by  the  opera-  reaching  right  across  and  through  it, 
tion,  although  in  other  respects  quite  where  every  attention  was  paid  to  the 
well,  I  prescribed  for  him  steel  medi-  healing  of  the  wound,  whicn  proceeded 
cines,  meat  diet,  with  porter,  sponging  most  favourably,  is  therefore  only  one 
the  whole  body  every  morning  with  proof  more  of  the  correctness  of  the 
cold  water,  and  frequent  exercise  in  opinion  in  which  the  treatment  of 
pure  air.  I  also  gave  him  some  in-  stammering  by  operation  is  now  eene- 
structions  as  to  the  best  manner  in  rally  held  by  tlie  faculty  at  large, 
w^hich  he  ought  to  exercise  himself  in  Although,  in  this  case,  the  present 
reading  and  speaking,  and  as  he,  on  amelioration  in  the  stammering  and 
account  of  his  severe  afiliction,  had  convulsions  of  the  face  has  not  been 
always  been  of  a  very  melancholy  dis-  effected  by  the  operation,  but  princi- 
position,  I  ^ve  myself  all  pains  to  pally  by  acting  upon  the  patient's  con- 
raise  his  spirits,  ana  make  his  mind  stitution,  both  of  mind  and  body,  yet 
easy,  whicn  directions  I  also  com-  the  smaller  de^ee  of  rigidity  of  the 
municated  to  his  mother.  This  plan  tongue,  the  feeling  of  the  cavity  of  his 
of  treatment  has  been  pursued  since  the  mouth  and  throat  being  less  obstructed, 
end  of  March,  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  and  the  absence  of  the  convulsions  of 
with  a  favourable  result.  When  I  the  neck,  and  of  the  spasmodic  rising 
lately  visited  the  patient,  after  an  in-  of  the  larynx,  leave  no  doubt  that  the 
terval  of  more  than  two  months,  I  was  excision  of  a  wedge-shaped  portion  of 
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the  tongue  has  not  only  rendered  it  and,  to  our  great  astonishment,  his 
smaller  in  size,  but  has  actually  pro-  stammering  was  completely  eared,  nor 
duced  some  change  in  the  functions  of  did  it  ever  return.  Another  case  was 
the  nerves  in  the  tongue  and  larynx,  communicated  tome  by  good  authority, 
This  circumstance  at  first  suggested  to  of  a  gentleman  who  was  affected  with 
me  the  idea,  that,  if  the  convulsions  of  stammering,  and  on  account  of  some 
the  fece  which  closed  the  mouth  could  inflammatory  disease  was  bled  to  a 
only  be  removed  by  a  subcutaneous  great  extent,  and  when  he  recovered 
division  of  the  muscles  principally  af-  nrom  the  inflammation  his  impedtment 
fected,  the  patient  might  pernaps  be  of  speech  was  cured.  He  is  now  a 
enabled  to  speak  without  stammering,  judge  in  a  court  of  justice,  to  which 
This  idea  of  dividing  some  of  the  mus-  situation  he  would  not  be  fitted  had 
cles  of  the  face  in  spasmodic  affections,  his  stammering  returned.  Now  in 
which  was  originally  proposed  by  these  two  instances  we  can  only  account 
Stromeyer,  and  has,  as  I  find,  already  for  the  cure  by  the  loss  of  blood,  and 
been  put  into  execution  bv  Dieffen-  in  the  first  case  by  the  shock  also  on 
bach,  appears  certainly  based  upon  the  the  nervous  system  $  a  cure  which 
fact,  that  spasms  of  the  muscles,  and  therefore  appears  no  more  accidental 
even  purely  nervous  affections,  have,  in  than  that  whieh  may  take  place  after 
many  instances,  been  cured  by  division  the  performance  of  one  or  tne  other  of 
of  the  affected  parts ;  but  a  closer  con-  these  operations  for  stammering.  A 
sideration  made  me  abandon  it,  since,  far  safer  and  milder  method  is,  on  the 
in  my  opinion,  we  are,  from  our  pre-  other  hand,  a  moral  management  and 
sent  state  of  knowledge  respecting  constitutional  treatment,  as  also  a  pro- 
spasmodic  diseases,  not  as  yet  in  a  per  education,  as  it  were,  of  the  oiigans 
position  to  estimate  the  division  of  of  speech.  I  am  convinced  that  in 
muscles  and  tendons  as  an  antispas-  those  instances,  where  the  stammering 
modicum.  is  not  attributable  to  an  organic  or 
The  temporary  removal  of  stammer-  mechanical  cause  (which  true  stam- 
ing  which  is  generally  observed  in-  mering  very  seldom  is),  but  dependent 
stnntly  after  the  operation,  can  only  on  a  functional  derangement  in  the 
be  attributed  to  the  snock  of  the  nervous  nerves  of  the  oreans  of  speech,  and 
system,  and  perhaps  to  the  loss  of  occurring,  as  it  almost  always  does,  in 
blood,  as  also  to  the  careful  manner  in  nervous  persons,  much  may  be  effected 
which  the  patient  endeavours  to  speak  by  this  plan  of  treatment ;  and  it  ap- 
during  the  nealing  of  the  wound ;  and  pears  to  mc  probable,  that  such  a  plan, 
the  same  causes  may  even  produce  a  if  judiciously  pursued,  the  patient  pos- 
permanent  cure,  which  is  said  to  have  sessing  at  the  same  time  sufllcient 
taken  place  in  some  cases.  In  con-  determination  and  perseverance,  and 
firmation  of  the  possibility  of  a  cure  by  his  circumstances  permitting  the  use 
these  means  only,  I  may  be  permitted  of  all  means  requisite  for  the  manage- 
to  communicate  a  case  that  happened  ment  of  the  constitution  of  his  mmd 
under  niy  observation,  eleven  years  ago,  and  body,  may,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
and  which  I  have  already  mentioned  secure  a  perfect  and  permanent  cure, 
to  several  of  my  medical  friends  in  I  may  here  be  allowed  to  state, 
London,  since  the  various  operations  that  four  different  medical  gentlemen, 
for  stammering  have  been  brought  amongst  which  I  mention  Dr.  TYetten- 
forward.  Whilst  at  the  University  of  bacher,  because  he  is  named  by  IVof. 
Leipsic,  a  fellow-student  of  mine,  of  Dieffenbach,  in  his  Memoir  addressed 
nervous  constitution,  who  had  a  de-  to  the  Institute  of  France,  told  me  that 
cided  imx>ediment  of  speech,  especially  when  they  left  Berlin  (the  last  of  them 
when  in  the  least  excited,  happened  to  left  in  the  beginning  of  June),  F. 
fight  a  duel,  in  which  he  received  a  Doenau,  on  whom  Dieffenbach  per. 
sabre  wound  in  his  face,  extending  formed  his  first  operation,  on  Jan.  7th, 
firom  the  outer  angle  of  the  left  eye  is  one  of  those  (although  few)  which 
down  to  the  chin,  completely  severing  remain  free  from  stammering,  and 
the  cheek.  The  bleeding  was  of  course  from  fiicial  convulsions,  and  that  the 
enormous,  so  that  he  several  times  splendid  success  of  a  permanent  cure 
fainted,  and  was  eventually  only  stopped  in  this  case,  induced  him  especially  to 
by  the  actual  cauteiy.  The  wound,  practise  the  operation  on  others,  who 
however,  healed,  and   he  recovered ;  m  great  numbers  entreated  him  to  per- 
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form  the  operation ;  which,  however,  usual  brownish  fluid.    The  right  vas 

the  Professor  soon  felt   reluctant  to  deferens  and   testicle,  and  the  parts 

repeat    That  case,  which  proved  fatal,  connected  with  them,  difiered  in  no 

occurred  in  J.  Heilmann,  a  Jew,  who,  respect  from  those  of  healthy  men. 

after  the  operation,  was  brought  into  The  left  vas  deferens  followed  its  usual 

a  ward  to  cool  his  mouth  with  water,  course  from  a  healthy  ejaculatory  duct 

until  the  Professor  had  performed  some  to  the  internal  inguinal  ring,  where, 

other  operation,  but  whence  he  made  meeting  with  the  other  parts  of  the 

his  escape,  and  went  to  a  great  distance  spermatic  cord,  it  became  larger  and 

home,  where  he  tore  out  the  lii^atures,  slightly  tortuous.    After  two  or  three 

and  of  course  brought  on  a  fearful  short  curves  it  terminated  nearly  oppo- 

retum  of  luemorrhage,  wluch  could  not  site  the  external  ring  in  a  rounded  col^ 

be  stopped  by  a  sur^on  in  the  vicinity  de-sac :    it  was  pervious  to  its  very 

until  tne  next  morning,  when  Dieffen-  extremity,  and  its  canal  was  of  the 

bach  was  sent  for,  and  again  renewed  ordinary  diuneter.    The  remainder  of 

the  ligatures  :    the  patient,  however,  the  spermatic  cord  passed  towards  the 

died  on  the  fifth  day.  outer  and  lower  part  of  the  left  side  of 

Having  given  a  faithful  account  of  the  scrotum,  and  there  expanded  into 

the  result  of  the  iteration,  as  also  of  a  sinall  flat  mass  of  an  oval  form,  ad- 

the  success  of  the  psychical  and  con^  hering    to    the   surrounding   cellular 

atitutional   treatment,  although    in  a  tissue,  but  clearly  defined  by  its  rather 

single  case  only,  I  hope  my  endeavours  closer  texture.     In  this  part  oif  the 

to  show  forth  the  actual  worth  of  these  spermatic  cord  there  was  no  trace  of  an 

operations  will  be  an  ample  apology  obhterated  duct:  it  seemed  composed 

for  the  length  of  the  report ;  and  I  of  little  more  than  fine  cellular  tissue ; 

remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  and  in  the  mass  at  its  extremity  there 

AuosT.  Franz,  M .D.  Leipsic,  was  neither  a  cavity,  nor  any  appear- 

,«  />  ij    a  M.R.C.S.  &c.  ance  of  tubules,  tunica  albueinea,  or  any 

^^'JuSfirSr"'  other  part  of  a  testicle.    TSTlrft  sper- 

matic  artery  was  derived  from  the  left 

ox  X  renal,  and  passed  in  its  usual  direction 

^ .  ^^  -.-  ^^  through  the  inguinal  canal :  but  it  was 

CASE  OF  CONGENITAL  IMPERFEC-  veiy8S»ll,and,nothavii.gb;siiiiii«!SL 

TION  OF  THB  VAS  DEFERENS  it  could  not  be  traced  beyond  the  dooed 

AND  TESTICLE.  extremity  of  the  vaa  deferens.    The 

Br  Jamb.  Paow,  M.R.C.S..  JK^  ""'^  '^  ****"  ""^^  '^^ 
Demonstrmtor  of  Morbid  AnatomT  at  St.  Bar-         r«  Vi*:-  ^.»-*  /^r  —v:  i.  au 

tholomew's  Hoq>ital,  &J.  .  ^^.  ^™  ^ase  (of  which  the  prepaia- 

[Pbr  iAe  London  Mtdieal  GazetteA  S?°  "  P, w"27®^  ^  ®''  Bartholomew's 
••  Hosptal)  •  there  are  presented  two  very 

-      .,      .  ,.  ^     ,      ,    ,        ,  rare  congenital  defects,  namely,  an  im- 

At  the  inspection    of   the  body    of  perfect  development  of  one  of  the  vasa 

a  robust  man,  aged  71,  who  had  died  deferentia,  and  a  complete  absence  of 

of  aeutemflammation  of  the  oesophagus,  one  of  the  testicles.     As  they  both 

I  observed  that  he  seemed  to  have  but  possess  some  interest,  as  well  m  phy- 

?u®)^     .•    ^y  ^  ^^"®  examination  siology  as  in  practice,  I  shaU  venture 

the  following  circumstances  relating  to  to  make  some  observations  on  each  of 

the  condition  of  the  gemtal  organs  them,  and  on  the  few  other  cases  of 

were  ascertained :—  the  same  kind  that  are  recorded. 

The  scrotum  was  small,and  unusually        I.  qfdefidenciesqfthevaidefereni.'^ 

narrow;  on  ite  antenor  surface  there  Of  the  imperfection   of  that  portion 

was  no  trace  of  raph^,  but  on  its  pos-  of  the  vas  deferens  which  should  be 

terior  part  the  reph^  of  the  perineum  connected  with  the  testicle,  three  cases 

was  continued  for   a  short  distance,  have  been  accurately  described  by  Hun- 

The  penis  hung  on  the  left  side  of  the  terf,  Brugnonet,  and  Dr.  FisherS.    In 

scrotum,  between  it  and  the  left  thirfi, 

and  was  of  ordinary  dimensions.    The       *  ^^r.  93,  No.  n,  N.S. 

bladder,  prostate  gland,  and  vesiculie  compret?wSto  wl^*t  m^*^  fiemlnalcs. 
seminales,  were  healthy  and  well  formed.       %  Obtenr.  Anat.  mr  i«  Vedciitea  Seminalcf. 

The  left  vesicula  was  rather  smaller  J}2»  ^'^  £Jf^^  ^^'  ***■  Sdencea  i  Tnrin, 

than  the  right:    both  contained  the  "|on*&^ction.oftbtC«b«lhim: America. 

71 6. — xxviii.  3  Q 
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the  first  of  these  the  testicles  were  that  it  will  throw  some  light  on  one  of 

normally  formed^  bat  both  the  vasa  theelementsofthose  other  more  obscure 

deferentia   terminated   abruptly  with  and  more  general  departures  from  the 

closed  extremities  at  a  short  distance  orderly  course  of  deYelopment  of  the 

from  the  ingoinal  rings ;  in  the  second,  organs  of  generation.  For  the  cases  just 

no  part  of  the  duct  of  the  right  side  described  show  plainly  what  were  the 

was  developed,  except  a  portion  aboat  conditions  of  those  organs  when,  by  an 

an  inch  loner,  which  had  its  usual  con-  nnusnalcircumstance,thenaturalcoarse 

nection  wiw  the  vesicula  seminalis ;  of  derelopment  was  arrested  in  them, 

in  the  third,  both  testicles  were  absent,  and  when,  though  permitted  to  increase 

and  each  of  the  vasa  deferentia  ended  in  size,  they  were  permanently  fixed  in 

abruptly  in  the  scrotmn.  a  form  winch  should  have  been  only 

A  few  cases  also  are  recorded  in  temporary, 

which  the  vasa  deferentia  were  defec-  In  the  normal  course  of  human  de- 

tive  at  the  part  which  should  be  con-  yelojoment,  the  proper  genital  organs  are 

nected  with  the  vesiculs  seminales.  In  in  either  sex  developed  in  two  distinct 

that  by  Mr.  Hunter,  already  referred  pieces :  namely,  the  part  for  the  for- 

to,  they  were  not  only  deficient  near  mation  of  the  generative  substance,  the 

the  testicles,  but  they  both  terminated  testicle  or  ovary,  and  the  part  for  the 

in  irregularly  formed  vesicule  semi-  conveyance  of  that  substance  out  of 

nales,  and  had  no  canals  of  communi-  the   bod^,    the  seminal   or    ovi-dnct. 

cation  with  the  urethra.    In  a  case  by  The  testicle  or  ovary,  as  the  case  may 

Bosscha,*  the  whole  of   the  left  vas  be,  (and  in  their  earliest  periods  they 

deferens  of    a  robust  and  otherwise  cannot  be  distinguished),  is  formed  on 

well-formed  man  was  wanting,  except  the  inner  concave  side  of  the  corpus 

two  inches  that  ascended  from  its  na-  Wolffianum,  and  the  seminal  or  ovi- 

tural  connection  with  the  epididymis,  duct,  which  is  originally  an  isolated 

And  again,  in  two  cases  described  by  tube  closed  at  both  extremities,  passes 

Tenont,  the  vasa  deferentia  of  children  along  the  outer  border  of  that  body, 

afiected  with  extroversion  of  the  bladder  from  the  level  -of  the  formative  organ 

passed  in  the  usual  manner  from  the  above  to  the  cloaca  or  common  sinus  of 

testicles,  but  terminated  in  the  pelvis  the  urinary,  genital,  and  digestive  sys- 

at  some  distance  from  the  bladder.  terns  below.    The  perfection  of  deve- 

To  these  might  be  added  many  and  lopment  is  attained  only  by  the  eon- 
various  cases  of  defects  of  the  vas  de-  ducting  tube  acquiring  its  just  connec- 
ferens  in  the  Hermaphrodite  series  of  tions  at  once  with  the  formative  organ, 
monsters,  and  in  those  in  whom  nearly  and,  through  the  medium  of  the  cloaca, 
the  whole  genital  apparatus  is  irregju-  with  the  exterior  of  the  body.  The 
larly  formed ;  but  in  them  the  devia-  sexual  character  is  first  established 
tions  are  usually  so  complicated  that  when,  in  the  male,  the  formative  and 
no  illustration  of  the  simple  defect  at  conducting  organs  become  connected 

S resent  under   consideration   can   be  by  the  development  of  intermediate 

rawn  from  them.    Rather,  it  may  be  tubes  which  constitute  the  epididymis; 

among  the  advantages  of  studying  this,  or  when,  in  the  female,  a  simple  aper- 

—  ture  is  formed  at  the  upper  extremity 

Jomval  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  isss,  vol  iii.  p.  of  the  conducting  tube,  and  is  placed 

JSiri.tTA'JS'  tr»iSr(SS,S?S  ?l,*T^rK'±^*,^  theform.Hve  organ, 

the  Male  Urinary  and  Oeniul  Orrana,  18J1,  _p.  1*^  hoth  sexes  ahke,the  lower  extremi- 

438),  mentions  that  he  once  net  with  an  example,  ties  of  the  conducting  tubes  first  open 

S?,^.%"?ai}i^r^5"di'6giS;{{,'K  »*«  «he  common  cloaca,,  and  sufce- 

and  Vokftel,  (Handb.  der  Pathol.  Anat.  Bd.  iU.  p.  quently,  when  that  cavity  IS  partitioned 

!!?HLrKvni^^**^iiS"f^*^*°A*=y?'****Vl.?*'*^*'y:  into  bladder  and  rectum,  or  bladder, 

mides  by  Rhodius,  (Mantiua  Anatom.  Oba.  xlvi.)     «««.:«« a  a.  xi.  •       • 

The  caM  seen  by  Paiietu,  (Nova  Oubenicnii  vagj^a,  and  rectum,   they  acottire  m 

Testis  Descr.)  and  sometimes  quoted  as  an  exam-  each  their  just  connections,  and  become 

fiS.I/J&^'S^fSS^'iftSlffi^  ''^^-  «  }»>«  Wiethe  perfect  j«a  defenuida. 

S ration,  No.  337,  in  the  maiformationB  st  the  <^d  in  the  female  the  Fallopian  tubes 

Uege  of  Surgeons,  exhibiU  a  defect  of  this  kind  and  uterus  *. 

in  the  hone.  ... — — — _^_^-^_____^___^__ 

d*JJ2L"i.Si!?f;S?P?-  ^ Vesicnte seminalis  •  Mullw. Hand,  der Fhysioloipe,  Bd.  ii. p.  750. 

+^£;^:^S^5«JS  vi«.  h«v«*^it^  .«  ▼alentin.rintwickelnnrsffeschicTS.  Inthefhaale 

fcc  ^^^^^V^A^i^A^^"^^  2?  '•f*'»»  "  K«neralfy  stated  to  be  partitioned 

pJrii  iwTi  «•  11.  ^^**^"       ^'  ^"   Saencfs  k  flnom  the  common  nro^^ital  sinus  i  bat  I  think 

rms,  17SI,  p.  111.  ,t  is  more  probable  Uiat  not  the  ntems  only,  bnt 
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Kow,inBrugnone'8  case,  and  in  Boss-  the  left  side  neaiiy^  an  inch  of  the 
cha'8,  we  have  exam^es  of  one  of  the  lower  part  was  deficient  In  the  latter 
male  conducting  tubes  being  developed  case  **  the  right  epididymis  was  almost 
in  only  a  very  small  portion  of  its  natural  entirely  wanting;  there  was  nothing 
extent.  These,  therefore,  clearly  but  the  head  of  it,  which  formed  a 
confirm  the  description  just  given,  number  of  lobules  filled  with  serum.'* 
which  is  drawn  from  direct  observation  Miiller*  says  that  the  coni  vasculosi  are 
of  the  natural  coarse  of  development  in  formed  by  the  development  of  a  sub- 
mammalia;  for  they  prove  that  the  stance  intermediate  between  the  upper 
testes  may  be  formed  quite  indepea*  end  of  the  primitive  simple  vas  deferens 
dently  of  the  vasa  deferentia,  ana  are  and  the  testis,  and  that  the  body  of  the 
thereforenot  of  the  number  of  the  epididymis  is  produced  by  the  mere 
secernent  glands,  which  grow  bv  tubu-  srowth  and  convolution  of  the  vas 
lar  efflorescence  from  the  surmoe  on  aeferens.  These  cases,  on  the  whole, 
which  the  secretion  is  at  last  poured.  confirm  his  account;  but  they  prove 

In  the  other  cases  the  vas  deferens  also  that  a  part  of  the  body  of  the 

was  probaUv  formed  originally  in  its  epididymis   may   be   formed   by   the 

whole  length;  but  it  seen»  to  have  growti^  of  tube  from  the  side  of  the 

failed  of  acquiring  its  due  connection  testis  alone,  for  in  all  of  them  there 

in  the  one  series  of  defects  at  the  end  was  more  of  the  epididymis  than  is 

next  to  the  testicle,  and  in  the  other  formed  by  the  coni  vasculosi.    They 

at  the  end  next  to  the  bladder.    In  the  afibrd,  therefore,  another  example  of 

first  series  of  cases,  in  which  the  upper  that  which  seems  to  be  a  general  rule 

extremity  had  been  permanently  fixed  in  development,  that  if,  when  two  parts 

in  its  earliest  condition,  the  vas  defe-  are  growing  in  opposite  directions  to 

rens  exhibits  a  state  of  complete  indif-  meet  each  other,  thev  fail  of  meeting 

fcrence  as  to  sexual  characters :    its  at  the  usual  point,  either  of  them  may 

extremity  is  approximated  to  the  tes-  ^  on  to  an  uncommon  extent.    Thus, 

tide,  or  to  that  which  occupies  its  m  infantile  hydrocephalus,  the  parietal 

place,  just  as  the  Fallopian  tube  is  to  the  and  other  bones  grow  to  a  far  greater 

ovary,  but  it  has  neither  a  terminal  distance  towards  meeting  each  other, 

aperture  nor  any  intermediate  connect-  than  they  would  have  grown  had  they 

ingtube.  met  at  the  due  limit 

The  condition  of  the  second  series  In  the  cases  by  Hunterf  andBosscha, 

of  cases,  in  which  the  failure  of  con-  we  have  also  illustrations  of  the  mode 

nection  happened  at  the  lower  ends  of  of  development  of  the  vesicuke  semi- 

the  vasa  defnentia,  adds,  I  think,  some-  nales.  In  the  former  the  vasa  deferentia 

what  to  the  reasons  for  believing  that  passed  to  a  baf  divided  internally  into 

those  ducts  are  not  either  wholly  or  in  two  parts,  whicn  contained  the  ordinary 

part  formed  of  the  ducts  of  the  corpora  fiuid  of  the  vesiculs,  but  had  no  ducts 

Wolffiana ;  for  it  is  improbable  that  the  leading  to  the  prostate  gland.    In  the 

extremities  of  the  latter  having  once  latter,  the  ri^ht  vas  deferens  and  vesi- 

opened  into  the  uro-genital  sinus  should  cula  seminalis  were  ouite  healthy ;  and 

be  closed  up,  or,  as  in  Tenon's  cases,  immediately  above  the  latter,  but  un- 

removed  to  a  distance,  in  the  partition-  connected  with  it,  was  a  body  shaped 

ing  of  that  cavity;  and  still  more  im-  like  the  letter  S,  the  represenUtive  of 

probable  that,  if  their  orifices    were  the  left  vesicnla.    It  was  closed  on  all 

neverrightly  formed,  the  embryo  should  sides;  its  cavity  had  a  reticular  lininfl^, 

live  to  the  period  of  the  development  and  contained  a  pellucid  glutinous  fiuid; 

of  the  testes.  it  had  no  connection  with  the  urethra* 

The  cases  by  Hunter  and  Brugnone  Both   cases   together    prove,   as    Dr. 

illustrate,  in  some  measure,  the  mode  Vrolikl  says,  that  the  vesiculie  semi- 

of  formation  of  the  epididymis.    In  the  nalis,  like  the  testes,  are  formed  sepa* 

former  case  the  epididymis  of  the  right  rately,  and  not  by  an  outgrowing  from 

side,  <' about  halfway  along  where  it  either  thevasadeferentiaor  the  urethra; 

lies  on  the  body  of  the  testicle,  at  first ' 

became  stniijht,  and  soon  after  seemed  ;  ^S'^l;  Vt^'  doubt  that  thii  cm«  tothj 

to  terminate  m  a  point ;"  and  of  that  of  game  m  that  daerilMd  by  Dr.  BaJliie  ( Morbid 

Anatomy,  p.  S70)  and  Sfored  by  him  In  hto  SCh 
'icolni 


— — FMcicoIna,  pi.  1.  f.  9.  ..     «.  ^,  ..    . 

the  Tariiia  alio,  at  fcr  as  the  labia  minora,  la       t  Handboek  toCtottoedtauidlfeZIAtdnnidi. 
formedby  the  coalncenoa  oC  the  oridacta.  1"*  vetl.  p.  SIO. 
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nnd  in  this  mode  of  development,  as  the  left  tnnica  vaginalis  (which  vras 

in    many    other    circumstances,    they  naturally  formed)  the  sfiermatk  cord 

differ  from  the  gall-bladder  and  other  was  discovered  extending  into  its  cavity 

reservoirs.  about  half  an  inch,  and  terminating 

U.  0/ the  con ffenital  absence  of  the  teS'  abruptly  in  a  point  of  a  semilunar 
<ic/^,— Although  it  is  common  to  find  shape.  The  cremaster  muscle  ex- 
no  trace  of  testicles,  at  the  time  of  tended  in  numerous  small  fibres  beyond 
birth,  in  cases  of  extensive  malforma-  the  end  of  the  cord  which  spread 
tion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body  in  themselves  out  upon  the  tunica  va- 
Iwth  man  and  animals,  yet  when  the  ginalis.  The  cord  itself  was  much 
liody  generally  is  well  developed,  no  smaller  than  is  usual  in  adulls.  The 
organs  seem  to  be  more  rarely  absent,  vas  deferens  was  properly  formed,  and 
M.  Isidore  St.  Hilaire*,  after  an  ex-  nearly  of  natural  size;  its  cavity  ter- 
amination  of  nil  the  eases  in  which  minated  in  a  cul-de-sac  at  the  end  of 
they  were  supposed  to  be  congenitally  the  cord.  The  arteries  and  veins  were 
deficient,  concludes  that  though  the  exceedingly  small.  The  right  side  of 
occurrence  of  such  a  defect  is  very  the  scrotum,  and  the  right  spermatic 
|K>ssible,  and  even  probable,  yet  "no  cord,  differed  in  no  respect  from  the 
one  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  left,  except  that  the  latter  extended  to 
records  of  science  is  at  once  sufficiently  the  bottom  of  the  scrotum,  and  turned 
authentic,  and  sufficiently  complete,  to  upwards  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  The 
prove  that  this  anomaly  has  ever  been  vesical  extremities  of  the  vasa  defe- 
met  with."  And  in  accordance  with  rentia  were  not  examined, 
this  statement,  the  occurrence  of  con-  To  these  cases  I  may  add  another, 
genital  deficiency  of  one  or  both  of  the  although  it  has  not  received  the  con- 
testicles —  or,  a\  least,  of  such  a  defi-  firmatory  evidence  of  dissection.  It  is 
ciency  without  any  other  more  extensive  that  of  a  man,  between  thirty  and  for^ 
anomaly — is  generally  doubted  or  de-  years  old,  in  other  respects  w^ll  formed, 
nied.  In  addition  to  the  case  which  I  who  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Stanley 
have  detailed,  I  can  find  records  of  only  during  the  last  winter.  He  eavc  a 
two  in  which  this  defect  occurred;  definite  and  clear  statement  tnat  he 
namely,  that  already  referred  to  by  had  never  had  more  than  one  testicle 
Dr.  Fisher,  and  one  in  a  fuetus  described  in  the  scrotum ;  but  Mr.  Stanley  assures 
by  Mr.  Thumamt.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  vas  deferens  of  the  side  on 

In  the  latter  there  was  a  remarkable  which  there  was  no  testicle  could  be 

malformation  of  the  ureters;  and  it  is  distinctly  traced  with  the  rest  of  the 

said,  '*on  the  left  side  no  testicle  would  spermatic  cord  from  the  inguinal  ring, 

appear  to  have  been  formed;    the  spcr-  and  terminated  abruptly  in  a  point  at 

matic  vessels  on  this  side  terminated  in  the  middle  of  the  scrotum.    There  was 

a  little  mass  of  fat ;  but  the  vas  deferens  no  trace  whatever  of  any  of  the  struc- 

was  present,  and  apparently  as  well  tures  of  a  testicle,  nor  any  sign   of 

developed  as  that  ofthe  perfect  testicle."  injury  or   disease    of  the    remaining 

Dr.  Fisher's  case  was  that  of  a  man  genital  organs, 

aged  forty-five,  in  whom  the  late  Dr.  There  can,  I  think,  be  little  Question 

Warren  discovered  the   deficiency  of  that  the  testicles  were  absent  at  tne  time 

testes  soon  after  birth,  and  who  never  .of  the  birtli  of  the  adults  whose  cases 

evinced  any  sexual  appetite.     All  the  have  been  related    The  only  source  of 

genital  organs  were  very  small.    There  doubt  isin  the  chance  that,  for  some  time 

were  no  testes,  nor  any  traces  of  them  after  birth,  they  lay  in  the  abdomen, 

in  the  scrotum.     In  tne  upper  part  of  and  there  wasted,  and  that  after  their 

«  M5.»^f,   , — I 7. — ~ — ZZi atrophy  the  vas   deferens  was  alone 

t  &«Tf'a^;e°nTur]{i:irivS;,.J??i  Of  th.  drawn  down  into  the  scrotum.    But 

Urinary Apparatua.  Medical QAZBTTB,Augiiat  this  is  very  improbable;-  and  the  more 

19, 1837.    I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  in  some  en  hpcAUse  in  n\\  f  Hpcp  «»nera  tht^n*  ia  » 

of  the  older  cases  the*  defect  of  one  or  both  tes-  ?  Decause  m  au  mese  cases  Uiere  IS  a 

tides  was  con^nitai,  though  their  data  are  so  cnaracter  m  Which  they  diner  essen- 

intufflcient  that  it  is  impossible  to  prove  that  it  dally  from  those  in  which  the  testicle 

was  so.  Such  are  those  by  De  Graaf(DeViroram     »»«./  a>«ma^     u—    «  i A.^      \^ 

or«nisjffenenitiominselnrientibus.-Lu«ivS3.  ©nce  fonned    has    subsequently  been 

1668.)   Des  Novea  (Zodiacus  Medico-Gaiiicus,  atrophied;  namely,  in  the  absence  of 

JS?"Jlff °i%lj*'  P;  V   *?"^^,®  ^^ZJ'^^V^'?^  ^  any  trace  of  tunica  alburinea. 

Soc.  MM.  d'Bmulation.An.  iU.p.39S.    Ansiaox.  i„     „ii     .u          »  "•""k*"*^**. 

Journal  deM<kleciDe,aiiraryrie,&c.,lS07,t.xiv.  .^^    ^^     the     cases    of    atrophy    of 

P'**2.)  the    testicle    from    disease    wuich    I 


IMPERFECTION  OP  THE  VAS  DEFERENS  AND  TESTICLE.         821 

have  seen  or  been  able  to  refer  to,  or  in  part  deficient,  it  would  be  fair  to 
there  have  existed  distinct  traces  both  believe  that  that  part  was  eongeni tally 
of  the  obliterated  vas  deferens  and  absent;  for  atrophy  never,  1  think, 
of  the  tunica  albuginea  It  is  in-  removes  any  duct  or  vessel  altogether : 
deed  stated  loosely,  in  some  of  the  not  even  in  the  process  of  development 
cases,  that  after  disease  the  testicle  are  any  completely  taken  away,  except 
wasted  till  not  a  vestige  of  it  remained;  such  as  are  removed  in  the  very  earliest 
but  these  were  not  dissected,  and  they  periods  of  fuetal  life,  e.  g,  the  omphalo- 
are  therefore,  for  the  present  question,  mesenteric  and  the  Wolffian :  all  the 
useless.  In  far  more,  even  of  those  that  others,  such  as  the  ductus  arteriosus 
were  not  dissected,  it  is  said  that  the  and  venosus,  and  the  urachus,  have  per- 
testicles  wasted  to  some  definite  small  manent  representatives  in  the  form  of 
size,  and  then  ceased  to  diminish*;  and  obliterated  cords, 
in  all  that  have  been  dissected  there  Either  of  the  defects  which  existed 
remained  some  traces  of  the  tunica  in  conjunction  in  the  case  which  is  the 
albuginea,  if  not  of  other  parts  of  the  first  subject  of  this  paper,  if  it  occurred 
testicle.  In  the  last  class  of  cases  are  at  once  on  both  sides  of  the  body,  would 
included  those  by  Pallettaf,  Sir  A.  of  course  render  the  person  absolutely 
Coopert,  Sir  B.  U.  Brodie§,  and  Ru-  unpotent.  The  subject  of  Dr.  Fisher's 
dolphijl;  and  I  may  add  to  these  a  case  had  all  the  characters  of  an  eunuch, 
remarkable  example  preserved  in  the  Mr.  Hunter  does  not  mention  what  was 
museum  of  St.  ^artnolomew's  Hos-  the  general  appearance  of  the  man 
pitalf,  in  which  no  trace  of  the  form  whom  he  examined;  but  his  silence, 
of  the  testicle  or  epididymis  remains,  and  the  full  size  of  the  crus  penis  repre- 
but  the  vas  deferens,  gradually  dimi-  sented  in  the  plate,  render  it  most 
nishing  to  a  very  small  size,  terminates  probable  that  the  body  had  the  ordinary 
in  a  flattened  oval  sac  about  half  an  male  characters.  If  it  were  so,  it  de- 
inch  long,  and  formed  of  tough  fibrous  serves  notice  that  he  only  had  the 
tissue,  widely  different  from  that  in  general  characters  of  an  eunuch  in 
which,  in  the  case  of  congenital  ab-  whom  the  testes  did  not  exist ;  for  this 
sence  of  the  testicle,  the  spermatic  cord  would  prove  that  the  male  form  is  con- 
ex^nds.  nected  with  the  power  of  eecreting 
This  permanency  of  the  fibrous  in-  semen,  but  has  no  necessary  relation 
vestment  of  an  organ  whose  whole  to  the  power  of  discharging ;  it  existing 
essential  structure  has  wasted  from  where  that  power  is  absolutely  pre- 
disease,  is  not  pecuUar  to  the  testicle,  vented  from  being  exercised  by  de- 
In  the  extremest  atrophy  of  the  eye  ficiency  of  both  the  vasa  deferentia. 
I  believe  that  traces  of  the  sclerotica  The  only  case  that  I  can  find,  which 
are  always  found;  and  these,  if  they  affords  any  probable  account  of  the  con- 
were  necessary  for  the  purpose,  would  dition  of  a  man  during  life  in  whomboth 
distinguish  atrophy  from  congenital  the  testicles  are  healthy,  but  the  vasa 
deficiency  of  the  eyes,  in  which  their  deferentia  ar^  interrupted,  is  by  an  old 
tissues  are  either  all  absent,  or  all  de-  physician.  Christian  Helwich*.  He 
fcctive  in  size.  So  also,  in  many  other  tells  us  of  a  young  Prussian,  whose 
cases,  congenital  defects  are  often  wife,  finding  him  utterly  unable  to 
complete;  but  the  results  of  atrophy  consummate  their  marriage,  applied  for 
are  not  totally  destructive.  a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  his  long- 
In  all  the  cases  of  mere  atrophy  of  proved  impotence.  The  case  was  re- 
the  testicle,  the  vas  deferens,  though  ferred  to  the  medical  faculty,  and  they 
small  and  generally  impervious,  has  found  all  the  external  organs  of  gene- 
still  existed  in  its  whole  length;  so  ration  well  formed  and  proportioned, 
that,  in  any  case  where  it  is  altogether  and  two  testes  (mendaces  virilitatis 
testes),  as  large  as  pigeons'  eggs,  in  the 

I  if^y^^???^' ^"l^^P**' ^'  a.  At  ^.  scrotum.    After  much  questioning  the 

t  Nova  Gubern.  Testis  Descr.  m  Sandifort»8  "*'  ^  _^ iv„«wj  ^ui*.  u«  u»^  »»»«* 

OpuBcuiB  Anstom.  youn^  man  confessed  that  he  naa  never 

^  On  the  Stroctuie  and  Diseases  of  the  Testis,  had  either  an  erection  or  an  emission 

^  f^ini'cal  Lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Testicle,  of  semen.  

London  Mbdicax.  Oakbttb.  vol.  xiii.  p.  600.  Lastly,  these  cases  add  something  to 

I  Encyclopadiscbe    Worteiiiuch    der    medic. ..    . — — — : 

Wtssenschaften,  Art.  Anorchis.  B.  ii.  615.    Two        *  De   Bunucho  Natorft  Tali,  in  Miscellaneis 

cases  are  related  here.  Arad.  Natane  Curiosomm,  Dec.  8.  An.  iv.  1696. 

1  8er. »,  No.  36,  M.A.  p.  86. 
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the  evidence  for  suspecting  that,  if  one  sorily  the  Bymptonui  of  pumlCTt  opb- 
or  both  testicles  be  not  round  in  the  thalmia,  adding  a  few  obserratioBy 
scrotum,  it  is  connected  with  some  upon  its  treatment,  before  piDeeeding 
defect  in  their  formation ;  but  they  to  relate  the  cases  I  have  eekctcd. 
prove  also  that  a  complete  descent  of  If  a  child  be  presented  to  our  notice 
the  testis  affords  no  certainty  of  its  in  whom  we  are  informed  thai  cm  or 
structural  peilfection,  and  that,  as  in  about  the  third  day  after  birth  a  li^l 
Hunter's  and  Helwich's  cases,  a  man  yellow  discharge  had  imde  its  appear- 
may  be  incurably  impotent,  though,  to  ance  from  one  or  both  of  the  eyes,  that 
all  outward  appearance,  his  sexual  the  Hds  were  glued  together,  that 
organs  are  well  tormed.  They  do  not,  the  ciliary  margins  were  of  a  pinkish 
however,  confirm  Mr.  Huntei's  idea,  hue,  and  that  there  was  some  intok- 
that  a  "stimulus  of  perfection"  is  ne-  ranee  of  light,  we  may  be  pretty  sure 
cessaij  to  make  tiie  testicles  assume  that  this  was  the  commencement  of  an 
the  disposition  requisite  for  their  de-  attack  of  purulent  ophthalmia, 
scent;  for  they  show  that  the  vasa  Upon  examination,  the  appearances 
deferentia  may  he  drawn  down  though  will  vary,  according  to  the  length  of 
the  testes  be  wholly  deficient.  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  attack  and  the  seve- 
rity of  the  symptoms  with  which  it  has 
^^  set  in.  If  still  in  the  early  stage,  the 
PURULENT  OPHTHALMIA  IN  THE  hds  will    be   swollen,  the   dischaige 

INFANT.  ^ater  or  less,  and  the  palpebral  coa- 

r%    rtr  tir  n  luuctiva  rcd  aud  villous. 

Bt  WiixiAi.  W.  Coop«».  ^^  ^^  ^ig,^  J,  ,„^  adTsnced 

(For  M«  London  Medieai  GatetHJ  all  the  symptoms  will  be  aggravated ; 

the    lids    much    tumefied,    red    and 

shining;  a  purulent  dischai^  poors 
A  LARGE  proportion  of  the  miserable  freely  from  between  them,  and  the 
objects  that  are  to  be  seen  in  the  child  evinces,  as  far  as  it  can,  the  great- 
streets,  especially  of  those  disfigured  est  suffering.  It  is,  perhaps,  imprac- 
with  projecting  staphylomata,  nebulous  ticable  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  eyea, 
opacities  of  the  cornea,  or  shrunken  but  if  they  can  be  seen,  the  conjunctiva 
and  collapsed  globes,  owe  their  afilic-  will  appear  intensely  red  and  viUons, 
tion  to  the  effects  of  purulent  ophthaU  and  more  or  less  chemosed. 
mia.  This  is  a  disease  peculiarly  rife  This  is  the  stage  in  which  we  are 
amongst  the  lower  orders,  although  most  usually  consulted,  and  it  is  of 
not  confined  to  them :  where  poverty  course  of  the  utmost  importance  to  as- 
and  misery  exist,  there  purulent  oph-  certain  the  condition  of  the  eyes.  As, 
thalmia  is  to  be  found ;  and  as  it  occurs  however,  from  the  tume&ction  of  the 
amonsst  that  class  who  have  to  earn  lids,  this  is  often  rendered  impossible, 
their  bread  by  their  own  exertions,  the  it  is  of  consequence  to  bear  in  mind 
deprivation  of  sight  is  doubly  severe,  the  points  which  enable^  us  to  form  a 
and  falls  most  heavily  upon  them.  tolerably  accurate  opinion  as  to  the 

It  is  a  disease  which,  although  ex-  present  state  of  the  organs,  and  pio- 

ceedmgly  common,  does  not  appear  to  bable  termination  of  the  case.    If  the 

be  generally  underetood ;  at  least  there  eyelids  are  tense,  of  a  bright  shining 

are  manv  members  of  the  profession  red,  and  the  secretion  thick  and  yellow, 

who  would  seem,  from  the  cases  brought  like  what  is  called  "  laudable  pus,"  the 

under  our  notice,  not  to  be  fully  ahve  cornea  has  not  suffered.    If;  on  the 

to  its  symptoms,  its  formidable  cha^  contrary,  the  discharge  be  thin,  whitish, 

racter,  or  the  treatment  by  which  it  is  to  or  sanious,  the  lids  flaccid,  didl,  and  of 

be  subdued.  The  patients  being  infants,  a  purplish  hue,  the  diagnosis  will  be 

again,  are  unable  to  express  their  suf-  unfavourable,  as  sloughing  of  the  cor- 

fenngs,  and  the  mothersor  nurses,  from  nea  has  probably  taken  place, 
carelessness  or   ignorance,  too  often        The  aspect  presented  by  that  tunic 

neglect  to  apply  for  advice  until  the  (if  it  can  be  exposed),  unto  the  hitter 

disease  is  beyond  our  art,  and  the  eyes  condition,  wiU  depend  upon  the  de- 

have  been  irrecoverably  destroyed.  gree  to  which  the  mortification  has 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  unacceptable  extended.    It  is  at  4iret  haiy  and  dull, 

to  some  of  my  readers  if  I  sketch  cur-  then  loses  its  firmness  and  consistence, 
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«c&d  lasdv  becomes  converted  into  a  thumb  and  fore-finger  with  linen  wh^ 

slough  of  a  greyish  or  brownish  colour,  employed  in  the  examination,  as  it  pre- 

A  greater  or  less  portion  of  the  cor-  vents  them  from  slipping." 

nea  mav  suffer;  the  humours  escape,  The  great  point  in  the  treatment  will 

and  collapse  of  the  globe  ensues  ;  or,  be  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  the 

that  ma^  be  prevented  by  the  adhesion  discharge  in  the  eyes,  which  is  to  be 

of  the  iris  to  the  remains  of  the  cornea,  accomplished  in  the  following  manner, 

and  staphyloma,  partial  or  general,  may  When  an  accumulation  has  taken 

succeed.    These,  with  permanent  0{)a-  place,  it  should  be  gently  wiped  away 

cities  of  the  cornea  from  interstitial  with  a  soft  linen  ra^,  dipped  in  warm 

deposition,  are  the  most  frequent  con-  milk  and  water.  A  tepid  solution  of  alum, 

aeouences  of  purulent  ophthalmia.  four  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  should 

The  utmost  care  ana  gentleness  is  then  be  carefully  injected  into  the  eyes, 

requisite  in   examining  eyes  afiected  and  this  cleansing  and  injecting  should 

with  this  disorder.    The  slightest  vio-  be  repeated  every  twenty  minutes  or 

lence  or  pressure  upon  the  ^lobe  may  half  an  hour,  day  and  night,  until  the 

destroy  the  organ  by  evacuation  of  the  disease  is  brought  completely  under 

humours  if  any  degree  of  sloughine  of  control.    The  application  may  then  be 

the  cornea  exists,  and  Mr.  Tyrrell  has  diminished  in  frequency,  but  should 

known  the  crystalline  lens  to  be  pro-  not  be  entirely  remitted  until  every 

J'ected  several  feet,  from  ill-timed  vio-  svmptom  of  discharge  has  disappeared, 
ence  thus  applied.  The  'best  time  for  So  long  as  the  complaint  continues  at 
making  an  examination  is  whilst  the  all  severe,  the  most  careful  attention 
child  IS  asleep,  but  as  the  pain  of  the  should  be  paid  to  the  injection  of  the 
disease  produce^  extreme  restlessness  lotion  at  the  proper  intervals  of  time : 
and  irritability,  it  is  not  often  that  we  neglect  of  this  point  will  entirely  de- 
have  that  opportunity.  If  an  exami-  feat  our  efibrts,  and  surely  bring  with 
nation  be  attempted,  theii,  when  the  it  destruction  of  vision.  The  eyes  of 
infant  is  awake,  the  best  mode  of  con-  the  child  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  nurse, 
ductinff  it  is  that  described  by  Mr.  and  upon  her  patient  and  unwearied 
Tyrrell,  and  is  as  foUows.  ''Let  the  vigilance  must  we  depend  for  their 
child  be  placed  upon  its  back,  across  preservation. 

the  nurse's  knees,  with  the  head  pro-  The  common  undent,  cetacei,  or  an 

jecting  on  one  side  towards  the  ex-  ointment  composed  of  one  drachm  of 

aminer,  who  should  be  seated  in  a  high  ung.  hydr.  nitratis,  to  eleven  ounces  of 

chair  by  the  side  of  the  nurse,  so  that  lara,  may  be  applied  with  advantage  to 

he  can  receive  the  child's  head  between  the  ed^es  of  the  lids,  to  prevent  their 

his  knees ;  he  can  thus  command  the  agglutination  together.     If  the  bowels 

child's  head,  whilst  the  nurse  com-  are  confined,  a  drachm  of  ol.  ricini 

mands  the  body  and  arms.  vdll  be  beneficial ;  and  the  mother,  or 

'' In  examining  the  right  eye,  the  Bur-  person  who  suckles  the  child,  should 

geon  should  place  the  point  of  the  reflate  her  diet,   and  abstain  from 

fore-finger  of  nis  left  hand  upon  the  wme,    spirits,    or    other   stimulating 

centre  of  the  &ee  or  ciliary  margin  of  fiuids.     Should  the  swelling  and  in- 

the  superior   palpebra,  and    the  ex-  fiammation  of  the  i^pebra  be  very 

tremity  of  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand  severe,  speedy  and  decided  relief  may 

a  little  below  the  centre  of  the  inferior  be  obtained  by  the  application  of  one 

palpebra  on  the  cheek.    (Tha  hands  or  two  leeches ;  care  being  taken  that 

would  be  changed  in  examining  the  the  bleeding  is  checked  as  soon  as  the 

left  eye.)    He  would  then  depress  the  desired  efiect  has  been  produced,  in 

lower  lid,  by  stress  ui>on  the  inteeu-  order  that  the  powers  of  the  infemt 

ment,  as  in  the  former  instance,  whilst  may  not  be  brought  down  too  low. 

he  elevates  the  superior  by  carrying  It  would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose  to 

its  free  margin  towards  the  eyebrow  enter  more  fully  into  the  details  of  the 

with  the  point  of  the  fore-finger ;  but  symptoms,  efiects,  &c.  of  purulent  oph- 

in  doii^  this  he  must  keep  the  point  thalmia;  for  them  I  must  refer  to  the 

of  the  fiiger  against  the  globe  without  standard  wwks  of  Tyrrell,  Lawrence, 

pressing  it  or.  he  will  evert  the  eyelid,  Mackenzie,  and  others.    The  following 

.and  thus  defeat  his  object:  the  .opera-  cases  afford  good  illustrations  of  the 

.don  will  be  £acilitated  by  investing  the  disease  in  question :— 
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Cabs  l.—Sttqtkjfloma  and  NMUmi  stanee  for  a  week,  bat  at  the  end  of 

Cornea,  that  time  a  Burgeon  was  conaiiltedt  wIm> 

M.  A.  Finson,  «t.  7,  was  brought  by  thought  badly  of  the  ««,  bat  ordmd 

her  mother  to  the  Royal  Ophthalmic  a.^g  wetted  with  an  inftiBWii  of  pop- 

HoBpital,  Moorfidds,  to  know  if  there  pi«  to  be  constontly  apj^hed  toAe 

was  any  chance  of  her  daughter  reco-  cy««f  »»«  a  leech  to  the  iM*t  totple. 

vering  her  sight  The  eyes  contmued  bad  ^r  three  y««n. 

The  mother  stated  that  on  the  third  when  collapse  of  the  nght  globe  or- 

day  after  birth,  the  usual  symptoms  of  cuned  ;    and   it  is   now   complcCely 

Surulent  ophthalmia  commenced;  great  shrunken  up.  i.         v        i. 
ischarge  from  the  eyes,  and  swelling      ,  »n  the  left,  ^rmblephaimi  has  tita 

of  the  lids.    The  medical  man  who  at-  plac«f  the  conjunctivs  of  both  lida 

tended  her  during  her  confinement  de-  naving  iKM^me  insepanbly  coanceted 

sired  that  the  infant's  eyes  should  be  to  that  of  the  globe,  kaving  a  coim> 

washed  occasionally  with  a  lotion  which  dcrable  portion  of  the  eye  opoaed. 

he  gave  her:  this  was  done,  but  with-  The  consequence  has  been,  that  the 

out  particular  benefit  being  derived,  conjunctiva  covering  the  cyneo  mmd 

and  the  disease,  as  the  mother  de-  sclerotica  has   becmnc   perfectlT*^ 

scribed,  "  seemed  to  wear  itself  out"  «»*  cuticular,  inducing  hopeleaa  bfaod- 

At  the  expiration  of  a  month  she  at-  nessj  for  alAough  the  patient  can  d». 

tracted  the  attention  of  the  surgeon  to  tmguish  light  from  darkness,  wfaidi 

what  she  called  "  a  skin  growing  over  would  indicate  Aat  the  retma  is  aoond, 

the  eyes;"  but  he  said  it  was  "of  no  the  condition  of  the  external  coverings 

consequence."    The  mother  not  feel-  preclude  all  expectation  of  benefit  fraa 

ing  satisfied,  in  a  short  time  requested  treatment  or  operation, 
him  to  look  at  them  again ;  which  he       p^„„  ^rj      n^./^^/^».  ^rtiM  nuu 
did,  and  then  desiredlier  to  take  the      ^^»  HL-De^io.  qfiie  Bm^H 

child  **  to  some  regular  eye-doctor."  ^    .  ,    -,    ,       '  !       .,               . 

At  the  expiration  of  three  months  Keaah  Taylor,  tetiO.  three  we^ 

from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  was  brought  Jidy  27th.    The  mothg 

the  chUd  was  brought  to  Moorfields;  stated  ttiat  on  the  fifth  day  after  both 

but  disoiganization  Tiad  proceeded  so  f  considerable  discharge  of  thiA  yri- 

&r,  that  nothing  could  be  done.  low  natter  b^an  to  flow  frm  the  left 

The  condition  of  the  eyes,  after  the  fJ^f  the  lids  bm>ming  much  swollen. 

lapse  of  nearly  seven  years,  is  as  fol-  On  the  eighth  dav  the  right  eye  was 

lows :— The  left  is  partially  staphylo-  attacked  m  a  simil^  manner,  and  la  a 

matous,  and  aU  trace  of  cornea  is  lost  ^ot  time  the  discharge  became  bmr 

in  an  opaque  white  membrane,  shaded  I)rofusc,  and  the  swelling  and  inflmmo. 

oflr  hi  parts  mto  a  bluish  grey.    The  ^on  of  the  hds  greater  than  in  the  one 

right  globe  is  partially  atrophied,  the  first  aflfected.    The  mother  appbedtoa 

p&ce  of  the  cornea  being  occupied  by  surgeon  on  the  day  after  the  eommcnee- 

a   shnilar   dense   opaque   membrane,  ment  of  the  attack  m  the  left  eye,  who 

which  is  suppUed  by  two    or  three  ^^  »  lotion,  and  two  le«:hcs  to 

large  tortuous  vascukr  trunks :   this  the  hds  j  and  on  the  day  that  the  fwhl 

eye  is  totally  bhnd,  but  a  glimmering  became  bad,  two  leeches  were  mfied 

of  hght  can  be  perceived  vnth  the  left.  Jo  the  palpebr®  of  each  eye ;  the  loCm 

The  case,  however,  was  perfectly  hope-  ^K  mc^lj  greeted  to  the  ezteoal 

legg^  sunaces  of  the  hds,  and  not  mtioaiaeed 

into  the  eye. 

CasE  II.— Co«fl5p#e  qf  Globe  and  CmH-  Upon  examination  on  the  above  dale 

cuiar  Conjunetwa.  the  tumefaction  of  the  Uds  was  fboad 

Isabella  Blandy,  etat  20,  an  intelU-  to  be  so  great,  that  it  was  impossibk 

gent  young  woman,  applied  at  Moor-  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  eonditioii  of  the 

elds  for  advice  on  the  12th  July.  Her  eyes,   a   proftise   pomlent   disdovge 

mother  accompanied  her,  and  stated  rashing  mm   than,   and   streaming 

that  on  the  thud  day  after  birth  a  pa-  Sown  Uie  cheeks,  whilst  the  cries  mai 

rulent  diBcharffe  commenced  from  the  restlesBness  of  the  child  bespoke  the 

right  eve,  ana  soon  after  the  left  be-  Beverity  of  its  suflerings. 

came  also  affected.     The  nurse  most  The  eyes  were  diieeted  to  be  fre* 

scandalously  concealed   this  circnm-  quently  bathed  with  warm  water,  to 
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deanie  the  Uds  from  the  thick  cnuts  as  directed.    It  is  instnictiye,  as  prov- 

wfaich  adhexed  to  them,  and  the  lotio  ing  the  efficacy  of  this  simple  treat- 

alominis  to  be  injected  into  the  eyes  ment,  in  overcoming  a  veiy  formidable 

eveiy  ten  minntes.  attack. 

hafe  p^;\aS5'S;rr3!  ^^^  '''l^fY%^''^  "^  I'' 

no.  of  thS  pal^bne  have  neariy  dis-  H^^ ''  f^^}"^ ^"^7  ^.^The  mother 

appeared,  and  the  child  opens  the  eves  f^   that,  on  the  third   day  after 

viCmSiy.    Upon  examSSon,  how-  &,u  ^IIJS^^"*  ^^fp  ,TT1°^^^ 

cver.therihtw^foundtobedesSoyed;  ^n? /^^  ^^ft  eye,  and  the  hds  became 

^llinse  Tthe  globe  havingfoS^wed  'jf^V.  «^«d  puffed  up  the  chdd  at  the 

alougW  of  the  cornea,  andlvacuation  »m«  tune  bemg  restless  and  crying 

ofthchiLmrs:^^^^^^^^^  P'*^^-    On  the  5th  day  the  right  eye 

There  is  some  opacity  of  the  cornea  ^^1!^!^ ^^  f"^^^''  ^f  ^^  ""a 

of  the  left  eye,>t  it  is  going  on  Se  disdlay  J^t^^L  mS  iSJ 

Wn'S^^di^S^^^^  "^  attendance  ordered  a  lotion  to  be 

%r        "*—""       ""  xxiMMMAMMuuB^iu  ^ppijg^  occESionally,  but  of  what  de- 

To  contmne  the  treatment.  scription  is  not  known. 

6th. — ^Much  better :  in  fact  there  is  At  the  present  time  the  swelling  is 

now  scarcely  any  discharge,  and  the  not  very  considerable,  and  the  lids  are  of 

left  eye  is  nearly  free  from  inflammation,  nearly  their  natural  colour ;  but  a  free 

The  lotion  to  be  applied  three  or  four  discharge  of  thick  straw-coloured  puru- 

Hmm»  a  day.  ^^°^  matter  pours  from  the  eyes.    The 

__  ,         __  "        .        .  mother  states,  that  the  quantity  of  dis- 

10th.  — The  patient  is   now   con-  charge  varies  from  day  to  day.    I  could 

valescent.  not  examine  the  eyes ;  but  from  the 

ri        TtTA       TT              ^^^i_  healthy  aspect  of  the  lids,  their  natural 

Casb  IV.—Ann  How«,  etat  three  colour,  and  the  absence  of  that  cor- 

weeks,  was  broujjht  July  Ist.    Purulent  rugated  appearance  which  generally 

matter,  we  were  informed,  began  to  ^w  gmts  after  destructive  inflammation, 

from  the  right  eye  three  days  after  together  with  the  fact  of  the  secretion 

birth,  and  OTi  the  fifth  day  the  left  eye  1,^  thick  and  of  a  pure  straw  colour, 

was  attacked.  instead  of  thin,  sanious,  or  mixed  with 

At  the  period  of  apphcation,  the  hds  particles  of  blood,  from  these  circum- 

of  both  eyes  were  enormously  BwoUen,  stances,  I  judged  that  the  eyes  were 

their   mareins  encrusted    with  dried  g^fe.     '      '^     ** 

matter,  and  aprofow  discharge  of  thick  The   mother  was  ordered  to  wash 

yellow  pus  flowed  from  between  tiiem.  them  careftiUy  whenever  matter  accu- 

With  some  difficulty  a  view  of  the  nmlated,  to  inject  the  solution  of  alum 

eyes  themselves  was  obtamed,  and  it  every  hour,  and  to  anoint  the  edges  of 

was  ascertamed  that  the  comes  wwe  the  palpebne  with  unguent  cetacei. 

upon  the  pomt  of  slourfringf,  from  the  juiy  13th.  —  Going  on  exceedingly 

^^*  of  chemosis  which  existed.  ^ell ;  the  quantity  of  discharge  much 

The  hds  were  directed  to  be  care-  diminished,  and  the  Uds  regaining  still 

fullv  cleansed,  and  the  solution  of  alum  more  their  natural  appearance. 

i.LXn'ho^''    ^"^  ^'  ""^  Togoanwiththetrealn.eat. 

dth.— Discharge  and  chemosis  much  Ifith.—The  discharge  is  now  voy 

less,andcome8e  regaining  their  natural  inconsiderable,  and  the  eyes  are  bril- 

appearance  uaxii  and  healthy  in  appearance.    Ine 

To  Jontiniie  the  treatment.  P?^j'  ^"  dix^t^  to  continue  the 

xo  conunvB  UK  uvMmsu^  uijection   Occasionally,  nnUl  all  dis- 

12th. — All  the  symptoms  have  dis-  charge  should  have  ceased.    The  pa- 
appeared  ;  the  lids  are  perfectly  natural,  tient  did  not  return  again, 
and  the  eyes  free  from  inflammation,  Casb  VI. — Sarah  Stopher,  et.  eight 
briffht  and  dear.  days,  was  brought  July  27th.    Profuse 

Semabks.  —  Here   was  a  case    in  discharge   of  purulent    matter  com- 

which  the  eyes  were  in  ^ireat  peril,  but  menced  from  both   eyes  three  hours 

the  mother  attended  stnctlv  to  our  in-  after  birth.   The  lids  soon  after  began 

stnictions,  and  bestowed  the  greatest  to  swell;  and  on  the  third  day  the 

pains  upon  washing  and  cleansing  them  swelling  and  inflammation  were  very 
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intense,  and  the  discharge  exceedingly  child.  It  is  only  a  short  time  since  I 
copious.  The  treatment  adopted  had  saw  an  instance  of  an  eye  being  de- 
been  frequent  washing  of  the  eyes  with  stroyed  from  neglect  of  this  precan- 
warm  water  and  me  milk  of  the  tion :  the  disease  was  communicated  to 
mother.  the  mother,  from  her  haying  applied  to 

Upon  examination,  the  lids  appeared  one  of  her  own  eyes  the  handkerchief 

much  tumefied,  but  not  very  rea ;  and  with  which  she  had  been  cleansing 

a  thick  yellow  discharge  rushed  from  those  of  her  infant, 

each  eye  on  an  attempt  to  open  them.  6,  Ptrk  Cottupe^Eut  Villsge, 

The  cnild  was  very  irritable,  and  in-  Urgent  b  Arte 

tolerant  of  light.  

The  eyes  were  directed  to  be  fre-  sobcb  ADDITIONAL  CASES  AND 

quently  cleansed,  and  the  lotio  alumi-  remarks  on 

W        "^""'^"^  every  quarter  of  an    COMPOUND   FRACTURES  OF  THE 

Aug.  3d.— The  tumefaction  has  en-  CRANIUM. 

tirely  left  the  lids,  and  they  have  re-       g^  j^^^  Charlbs  Hall,  M.D.  F.L,S. 
sumed  their  natural  appearance.    The  ^^^         ^  ^^^^ 

discharge  is  much  less,  and  the  child 
opens  the  eyes  voluntarily.  [^^  '*«  London  Medical  Gazette.^ 

6th. — ^Patient  not  so  well,  and  the  — 

discharge  has  increased,  in  consequence  i^  the  Medical  Gazette,  Nov.  27, 

of  strict  attention  not  having  been  paid  ig40,  I  ventured  to  offer  some  remarks 

to  the   periodical  application  of  the  on  this  important  class  of  cases.    It 

lotion.    The  necessity  of  this  was  im-  has  been  my  lot  to  meet  since  then 

Sressed  upon   the  mother,  who   was  ^jth  some  additional  information  on 

irected  to  cleanse  the  eyes,  and  inject  this  subject,  and  I  now  venture  to  lay 

the  lotion  every  half  hour.  before  your  readers  the  result  of  eacti 

10th.— The  good  effects  of  attention  investigation.      It  will,  however,   be 

to  the  points  enforced  have  been  made  ^gU  to  give,  first,  an  outline  of  the 

manifest  by  the  eyes  having  now  re-  following  cases : 

sumed  their  natural  appetirance.    .  The        Case  I  .—Master  W.,  a  little  boy,  «t, 

discharge  is  scarcely  perceptible ;  but,  iq,  in  passing  through  the  streets  of 

to  complete  the  cure,  the  mother  was  Kensington,  near  some  men  playing  at 

directed  to  continue  the  treatment  until  quoits,  received  a  blow  upon  the  left 

it  has  entirely  ceased.  temple  from  one  of  the  quoits,  which 

^      ,  ,     ,  .      ^  _      -  struck  him  with  considerable  force. 

I  might  bnng  forward  other  cases.  Re  was  carried  home  senseless.    When 

but  these  are  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  j  ga^  him,  about  half  an  hour  after  the 

symptoms  and  effecte  of  purulent  oph-  infliction  of  the  injury,  he  w^s  cold 

thahma,  as  also  the  simplicity  andTef-  ^nd  shivering,  and  complained  of  sick- 

ficacy  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  ngss.    Shortly  afterwards  the  contents 

be  subdued.    It  will  be  seen  that,  m  of  the  stomach  were  ejected,  and  the 

the  three  latter,  although  they  were  vomiting  continued  daring  the  night, 

severe,  the  treatment  of  astnngent  lo-  xhere  was  a  large  open  wound  of  the 

tions,  cleanhness,  and  attention,  were  scalp,  about  two  inches  in  length ;  and 

sufficient  to  overcome  the  disease.  The  on  removing  the  coagulated  blood,  a 

thffce  former  examples  present  melan-  fowture  with  depression  could  easily 

choly  lUustrattons  of  its  destructive  ^e  distinguished.     The  boy  described 

efiects,  and  convey  useful  lessons  even  the  pain  in  the  head  as  considerable, 

upon  paper :  had  the  onpnals  been  xhe  wound  in  the  integuments  being 

seen,  they  would  have  made  a  lasUng  carefully  brought   together,  the  boy 

imnression  upon  the  mmd.  ^^  p^^  ^  bed,  and  cold  water  ordered 

In  conclusion.  I  would  impress  upon  ^o  be  appUed  constantly  to  the  part, 
all  my  readers  the  importance  of  cau-       «  «  j        r>^.^    •  j-       •    t     ^L 
tioning  mother*  and  nurses  as  to  the       ^  ^y*^'»-  ^"^"^'  ^'  '^-  ^^  ^«^- 
contagions  nature  of  purulent  ophthal-        18th,  8  a.m. — Has  passed  a  very  rest- 

mia.     They   shonld  be   particularly  less  night;  complains  of  great  tnirst; 

warned  not  to  use,  or  apply  to  their  constant  sickness ;  pain  in  the  head; 

own  eyes,  any  cloth  or  rag  which  may  skin   hot ;    tongue   dry  and  coated ; 

have  been  in  contact  with  those  of  the  pulse  120. 
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Apply  ice  to  the  heed.     V.S.  ad  jTiij.  stated,  consisted  in  cleansing  the  scalp, 

^  Sodae  Se«iaicarb.  9j. ;    Syr.  An-  and  carefully  closing  the  wound  with 

rantu,  5j. ;  Aqua,  3x.    M.  ft.  hansttts  sticking-plaistcr,    and    applying    very 

c.   ojch.  med«   saoa  lunonie  quAqne  gUght  pressure  with  a  &nda^ ;  also 

atiA  horA  sumcndna.  ice  Md  evaporating  lotions.     It  is  ne- 

K«!P«Te.--Sicknes8  less  constant  than  cessary  to  be  very  careful  in  closing 

in  the  morning.  the  wound.  Every  particle  of  air  should 

Four  grains  of  Calomel  at  bed-time.  be  excluded,  and  every  means  employed 

19th.— No  change.  ^  cause  the  parts  to  heal,  if  possible, 

20th.— Complains    of  pain  in    the  ^y  *^e  fi™^  intention.    In  this  case  the 

head ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  has  been  rest-  ^7  ^as  not  bled  the  first  day,  because 

less,  talked  in  his  sleep,  and  is  con-  "®  ^^^  ^^^  much  blood  from  a  branch 

stantly  asking  for  something  to  drink,  of  the  temporal  artery,  which  was  di- 

Bowels  open  J  tongue  white  and  coated.  ™<^  ^y  ^6©  accident,  and  my  friend 

Continue  the  ice  to  the  head.    To  take  ^Jl  Camck  thought  with  me  that  a 

an  aperient  every  four  hours.  l^           quanUty  of  blood  had  been 

2lst— The  tongue   still   continues  Cask  II.— A    girl,   about   fourteen 

white  and  coated ;  pulse  slow  and  la-  years  of  age,  had  a  fracture,  with  dc- 

boured;  complains  ofpain in  the  head;  pression  of  part  of  the  temporal  and 

skin  hot  and  dry ;  bowels  open.  parietal  bones.      The  girl  was  kept 

Continue  the  aperient  mixture,  and  ice  to  quiet ;  bled,  placed  in  bed,  cold  applied 

the  head.  to  the  head,  and  aperients  adminis- 

22d.~More  pain  in  the  head^  tered.    She  got  weU  without  any  bad 

V.S.  5vj.  symptoms. 

The  wound,  which  has  been  clos^  wm  brou^  to^h^H^S™^^^ 

with    adhesive    planter,     looks    puffy  ^^^j^^  |  ^^^^           ^^  ^^^  ^ 

round  the  edges;  there  is  also  cons^  ^.^^^  ^^  fractiJred.    The  scalp  wail 

derablc  tenderness  of  the  scalp,  and  ^^^^  hmiBed;  the  skin  arounS  the 

great    intolerance    of  li^ht.     A  few  ^^^^    ^  ^^  discoloured,  and  the 

punctures  were  made  with  a  lancet,  ^^^^^  f^  /^c  integnments  nigged,  as 

and  a  poultice  was  apphed  over  the  ^^      ^  the  injury  had  beenTnfficted 

^oQ?  "^i^'  .n  1,  .     ^  ^        ♦  l>y  the  rough  edge  of  a  brick-bat     I 

23i-§kinstiUhotanddry;  tongue  ^^  not,^how^,    learn  how   the 

coated ;  pulse  100.  i  .^^  ^^  sustained.    He  complained 

Apply  six  leeches  over  the  part  originally  ©f  soreness    in    the    wounded    scalp, 

injured ;  to  take  six  grains  of  calomel  ^hich  was  "  aU  he  eandforr    He  was 

at  bed-time,  and  a  draught,  compowd  ^^^^  ^uch  against  his  inclination,  and 

of  acnna,  sulphate  of  magneaa,  and  ^^^  uponalowdiet ;  an  aperient  being 

infusion  of  gentian,  m  the  morning.  rf^en  Vvery  morning.     V^hcn    I   IcS 

24th. — Much  better.    The  boy  from  Faris  the  wound  hiu  healed ;  and  I 

this  day  continued  to  improve,  and  is  have  no  doubt  in  a  day  or  two  the  man 

at  this  moment  as  well  as  before  the  would  be  sufficiently  recovered  to  leave 

accident.  the  hospital. 

I  have  seldom  seen  a  more  severe  Case  IV. — ^This  case  will  shew  the 

injury  than  this.  The  fracture  extended  necessity  of   strict  attention  to  diet 

from  the  e^^  of  the  frontal  to  the  after  injuries  of  this  nature.    Every 

squamous  portion  of  the  temporal,  and  thing  tending  in  any  wav  to  derange 

thence  to  the  left  parietal  bone.    The  the  system  must,  for  months  after  frac* 

wound  in  the  integuments  was  two  tnres  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  be 

inches  in  length,  the  scalp  much  bruised,  avoided,  or  the  most  fotal  results  may 

and  the  periosteum  in  several   parts  take  place. 

torn  from  the  cranium.   The  depressed  Mary  Burton,  a  little  girl,  »t  13,  the 

portion  of  bone  was  at  least  one  inch  daughter  of  a  small  former,  fell  down 

and  a  half  in  length,  and  driven  down  in  her  father's  yard  upon  the  edge  of  a 

below  the  level  of  the  cranium  more  stone  trough^  out  of  which  the  oittle 

than  the  eighth  of  an  inch.    So  ai>-  were  suppfied  with  water.    The  inte- 

parent  was  it,  that  a  woman  who  was  guments  over  the  right  temporal  bone 

standing  by  remarked  that  "his  head  were  wounded;  and  on  introducing  the 

wasdriveniii.''  The  treatment,  as  above  finger,  a  fracture,  with  some  degree  of 
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depiesdon  was  detected.  My  friend, 
under  whose  care  she  was  placed, 
adopted  the  plan  of  treatment  ab-eady 
recommended,  and  in  a  few  weeks  she 
had  apparently  completely  recovered, 
with  the  exception  of  some  little  ten- 
derness of  the  scalp.  At  this  period, 
(ahout  five  or  six  weeks  after  the  inflic- 
tion of  the  injury),  in  company  with 
some  younff  friends,  she  partook  of  a 
quantity  of  unripe  fruit,  sweet-cake, 
and  *'made  wine."  Two  days  after 
this  she  was  seized  with  rigors,  followed 
by  great  pain  in  the  head ;  the  scalp 
over  the  original  seat  of  injury  being 
so  tender  that  the  slightest  examination 
caused  donsiderable  pain.  At  this  pe- 
riod I  was  called  to  attend  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  family  surgeon.  After  a 
very  careful  examination  of  the  bone 
unaer  that  portion  of  the  scalp  where  the 
bone  had  been  fractured,  we  could  dis- 
cover nothing  that  induced  us  to  suppose 
that  the  symptoms  present  altogether 
depended  upon  the  local  affection,  and 
therefore  our  intention  was  directed  to 
the  system  generally.  The  bowels 
were  oistended,  the  skin  hot  and  dry, 
the  tongue  furred,  and  the  slightest 
noise  appeared  to  cause  an  increase  of 
pain.  She  dozed  a  good  deal,  remain- 
ing in  a  half-comatose  state ;  now  and 
then  asking  for  water.  Six  leeches 
wereappliea  to  the  temples,  and  six 
grains  of  calomel  and  four  of  rhubarb 
nven  immediately,  followed  by  a 
draught  of  infusion  of  senna  and  manna. 
This  plan  of  treatment  was  continued 
until  the  bowels  were  thoroughly 
emptied  of  a  (quantity  of  undigested 
food,  mixed  with  dark  foetid  feeces. 
Under  these  remedies  a  manifest  im- 
provement took  place.  The  only  local 
treatment,  in  aadition  to  the  leeches, 
was  an  evaporating  lotion,  which  was 
constantly  applied  to  the  head.  The 
little  patient  gradually  recovered. 
When  the  bowels  were  unloaded,  the 
tenderness  vanished  not  only  from  the 
epigastric  re^on,  but  also  from  the 
head.  The  skin,  however,  remsEined 
yellow,  the  hands  moist,  and  the  system 
was  evidently  still  si^ering.  Some  hy- 
drarg.  c.  creta,  andiii 
with  the  infusion  ri 
during  the  da,j, 
attention  to  die. 
change,  and  w^ 
seeing  our  little  ^ 
to  health.  J| 

I  have  not  l^F^ 


"t  bed-time, 

i>>  and  soda 

-<(l  a  strict 

-li       orked  a 

*»*re  of 

stared 

^8 


from  any  supposed  novelty  they  may 
possess ;  on  the  contrary,  the  student 
of  any  of  our  London  hospitals  may 
probably  witnesssimilar  accidents  every 
week,  and  he  will  not  be  lonj^  in  prac- 
tice before  he  is  called  to  injuries  of 
this  nature.  No  class  of  cases  are  more 
important:  first,  from  the  frequency 
with  which  they  occur  ;  and  secondly, 
from  the  fatal  results  with  which  they 
are  too  dftcn  attended.  But  are  such 
cases  to  be  disregarded  because  they 
are  common  P  Not  at  all.  I  am  weu 
aware  that  students  run  to  see  the  great 
operations f  and  read  all  the  curious  cases 
in  the  medical  publications  of  the  day. 
Cm  bono?  Let  me  here  repeat  the 
remark  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
surgeons  of  the  present  day.  Sir  B.  C. 
Br^ie.  When  1  began  my  professional 
studies  I  became  a  punil  under  this 
surgeon  at  St  Georse's  Hospital.  Be- 
fore doing  BO  I  called  upon  him,  having 
a  letter  of  introduction  from  a  frien<L 
''Let  me  advise  yon,  sir  (said  he),  to 
attend  regularly  at  the  hospital.  Never 
mind  cases  of  hernia  and  stone,  at  first, 
but  look  at  the  cut  fingers,  ulcerated  legs^ 
and  broken  heads  :  they  are  of  the  moKt 
importance;  you  will  be  called  in  early 
life  to  attend  them,  and  they  are  the 
foundation  on  which  to  build  your 
future  reputation." 

Looking  at  cases  of  fractured  bones 
of  the  head,  and  carefully  watching 
the  treatment  of  them,  I  soon  found 
that  many  cases  died,  in  which  the 
trephine  was  applied,  and  that  wumg 
recovered  in  whicn  this  operation  was 
not  performed.  It  therefore  was  neces- 
'  sary,  in  the  next  place,  to  inauire  if  we 
fure  justified  in  performing  tnis  opera- 
tion in  the  absence  of  symptoms  de- 
noting pressure  upon  the  brain.  The 
result  of  an  experience  of  some  years 
induces  me  now  to  conclude,  that  in  the 
ffreat  majority  of  cases  of  compound 
fracture  of  the  skull  with  depression, 
we  ought  not  to  trephine  unless  it  ap- 
pears clear  that  the  brain  is  suffering 
from  pressure.  In  that  case,  of  course, 
the  operation  ought  at  once  to  be  per- 
formed. True,  the  chances  for  the  poor 
patient  are  few;  still  many  cases  have 
recoYBwd  after  the  performance  of  this 

all  cases,  for  example, 

is   extensive,  the 

ite^ments  large,  and 

into  several  pieces, 

of  symptom' 
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the  pieces  may  be  picked  from  the  cise  nature  of  the  mischief,  and  to  act 

brain,  and  others  elevated,  and  this  accordingly. 

without  additional  injury  to  the  scalp.  Where  the  patient  retains  his  facul- 

Case  V. — James  Betts,  cBt.  10,  was  ties,  nothing  is  necessary  except  to 

endeavouring,-  during  the   month    of  carefully  close  the  wound,  keeping  the 

July  1841,  to  get  upon  a  cart  beionginff  head  cool.    Rest,  confinement  to  bed, 

to  Earl  Spencer.  He  fell  with  his  head  purgatives,  bleeding,  and  a  very  strict 

between  the  cart  and  the  wheel,  and  adherence  to  the  antiphlogistic  plan, 

was  drawn  onwards  some  distance,  his  will  of  course  be  required.  If,  however, 

head  acting  as  a  wedge,  and  causing  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  system, 

the  wheel  to  be  locked  for  some  yards,  from  some  peculiar  disposition  of  the 

The  bone  was  not  fractured,  but  the  brain,  the  torpor  continues,  then,  not- 

parts  were  bruised  and  discoloured.    I  withstanding  its  danger,  the   patient 

saw  him  shortly  after  the  accident,  and  must  not  be  allowed  to  die  without  an 

although  every  care  was  taken,  a  rather  effort  to  save  him.    The  trephine  must 

sharp  attack  of  fever  came  on.  In  truth  be  used,  and  the  bone  raised, 

the  sjrmptoms  were  much  more  severe  It  appears  clear  that  the  ancients 

than  in  some  of  the  cases  of  compound  trephined  much  too  frequently ;  while 

fracture  already  mentioned.  some,  in  the  present  day,  witnessing 

If,  then,  injury  done  to  the  scalp  and  the  fatal  results  attending  this  oj>era- 
bone,  although  there  is  no  fracture,  tion,  too  generally  condemn  the  prac- 
produces,  not  xmfrequently,  exfoliation  tice.  The  above  cases,  however,  clearly 
of  the  bone,  inflammation  of  the  brain,  show  that  it  would  have  been  useless 
effusion  between  the  arachnoidea  and  to  have  trephined  in  them,  and  that 
dura  mater,  abscess,  &c.,  it  does  ap-  the  brain  will  bear  a  considerable  de- 
pear  that  the  operation  of  trephining  gree  of  pressure  without  injury.  The 
18  more  likely  to  produce,  than  to  pre-  cases  mentioned  bv  Abemethy,  Bell, 
vent,  inflammation  of  the  brain;  and  Lawrence,  Hill,  Latta,  and  others, 
all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  which  prove  this  opinion  to  be  correct, 
are  expected  to  succeed  to  all  violent  In  dubious  cases  it  will  be  well  to 
blows  on  the  head  are  doubtless  ag-  wait,  rather  than  perform  the  operation 
gravated  by  the  additional  injury  in-  at  once ;  for  be  it  rememberea  it  is  so 
licted  bv  the  operation ;  to  sa^  nothing  dan^rous  a  procedure,  that  nothing 
of  the  danger  of  the  operation  itself,  can  justify  the  use  of  the  trephine  but 
As  my  friend  Mr.  Lane,  the  lecturer  the  most  urgent  necessity.  The  bone 
on  anatomy,  well  remarks,  "if  you  once  removed,  the  natural  support  of 
were  to  trephine  twenty  men,  in  a  state  the  brain  is  taken  away ;  and  if  inflam- 
of  health,  how  many  would  survive  the  mation  comes  on,  the  parts  contained 
operation?   I  apprehend  not  many."  in  the  craiuum  will  ue  considerably 

The  above  cases,  in  addition  to  nu-  increased  in  volume,  by  the  preter- 
merous  others  that  have  been  pub-  natural  fulness  of  their  vessels,  and 
lished,  prove  that  manv  persons  re-  subsequent  effusion  of  fluids.  The  dura 
cover  auer  their  skulls  nave  been  mater  gives  way;  the  pia  mater,  now 
fractured,  and  a  portion  of  bone  driven  exposed,  takes  on  a  more  inflammatory 
upon  the  brain.  The  degree  of  pressure  action;  this  too  ulcerates;  and  the  last 
the  brain  can  sustain  aoubtless  varies  barrier  removed,  a  fearful  state  of  things 
in  different  individuals ;  for  in  some,  may  be  looked  for.  On  examining  the 
dight  pressure  produces  great  incon-  wound,  a  soft  dark  claret-coloured  mass 
yenience ;  in  others,  the  greatest  de-  is  seen  projecting  from  the  dura  mater, 
pression  is  observed  to  cause  little  or  and  shortly  afterwards  a  true  henUa 
no  uneasiness.  It  will  be  well  also,  in  cerebri  is  rapidly  produced, 
every  case,  carefully  to  distinguish  be-  In  all  cases  in  which  it  is  necessary 
tween  the  symptoms  arising  Som  con-  to  use  the  trephine,  the  au^entation 
cussion  and  compression.  And  this  of  the  contents  of  the  cranium  ought 
may  easily  be  done,  if  some  little  time  to  be  prevented  by  the  most  copious 
is  given  in  order  to  recover  from  the  evacuations.  The  strictest  attention 
stupefaction  a  severe  blow  is  almost  cer-  must  be  paid  to  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tain  to  produce.  Now,  as  the  effects  of  tient.  A  cough  must,  if  present,  be 
concussion  ^dually  abate,  a  very  little  subdued  if  possible;  for  it  endangers 
dday  will,  in  every  case^  enable  the  the  bursting  of  the  dura  mater  by 
m  correctly  to  ascertain  the  pre-  violently  forcing  the  blood  to  the  head. 
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The   cryinff  of  the   child,  and  the  and  hrought  it  down ;  hut  on  doing  to 

struggle '  of  the  delirious  adult,  have  it  proved  to  he  the  elbow  of  the  opposite 

ere  now  produced  the  most  fetal  results,  side,  upon  which  returned  it  immedi- 

Whilst  it  is  our  duty,  on  the  one  ately. 
hand,  not  to  shrink  from  the  perform-        I  again  endeavoured  to  find  the  feet, 

ance  of  this  operation  when  required,  hut  being  quite  unable  to  reach  them, 

the  remembrance  of  the  dangers  at-  in  consequence  of  the  comolete  evacoa.- 

tending  it,  on  the  odier,  will  cause  us  tion  of  tne  waten,  and  uie  firm  hold 

carefuUy  to  abstain  from  interference  which  the  uterus  had  upon  the  body  of 

in  the  absence  of  symptoms  denoting  the  child,  and  its  closely  embracing' 

pressure  greater  than  the  brain  can  ev^  inequality  of  its  surface,  without 

sustain*    It  is  pleasing,  however,  to  having  recourse  to  a  degree  of  force, 

reflect  that  frequently,  by  strict  anti-  which  I  considered  both  unjustifiable 

phlogistic  measures,  every  danger  is  and  dangerous,  I  endeavoured  to  bring 

avoided,  and  our  patient  restored  in  down  the  head  in  the  natural  manner, 

perfect  health  to  his  family  and  friends,  and  by  getting  one  fin^r  in  the  mouth 

Btth  Place,  Kensington,  and  another  in  the  orbit,  I  was  enabled 

Angut  1841.  to  brine  it  down  a  considerable  way. 

. . But  by  Uiis  time  my  hand  had  become 

so  cramped  and  powerless,  from  the 

MIDWIFERY  CASE.  uterine  contractions,  that  I  was  obliged 

— —  to  withdraw  it ;  and  on  introducing  the 

7b  Me  Editor  iff  the  Mtdteal  Gtuntie.  other,  I  foun4  to  my  great  mortifica- 

c  tion,  that  the  head  had  again  receded. 

'  ,  .  1     ,     -  «     .  Completely  foiled  in  both  of  my  at- 

Should  you  think  the  following  case  tempts,  and  quite  wearied  by  my  efforts, 

sufficiendy  interesting,    I    shall   feel  which  had  now  been  continued  for  a 

obliged  by  your  giving  it  a  comer  m  considerable  time,  I,  in  this  dilemma, 

your  v^uable  periodical.— I  am,  sir,  recollected  that  the  growth  of  the  child 

Your  obedient  servant,  had  been  arrested  at  the  end  of  the 

James  Kirk,  Surgeon.  seventh  month ;  that  the  mother  had 

*^'  ^^SJUd^iwI**^'''  ^™®  children  of  the  fiill  natural  size ; 

^    '  and  feeling  the  head  to  be  very  soft, 

June  3d,  1840,  at  noon,  was  called  flaccid,  and  easily  compressible,  I  re- 

upon  to  attend  Mrs.  Mac ,  a  stout  solved  to  bring  it  down  doubled  on  the 

healthy  woman,  aged  about  35,  in  the  chest.     I  accordingly  brought  down 

eighth  month  of  her  sixth  pregnancy,  first  one  arm  and  then  the  other,  and 

On  arriving  found  her  in  labour ;  learnt  the  pains  having  entirely  ceased,  gave 

that  the  waters  had  been  discharged  two  small  doses  of  the  er^^t,  and  waited 

at  three  o'clock  this  morning;  and  disco-  some  time.    Brisk  utenne  action  fol- 

vered,  on  examination,  that  the  os  uteri  lowed.    I  next  got  my  fin^  hooked 

barely  admitted  point  of  finger.  A  point  round  the  neck,  and  making   slight 

of  bone  felt    presenting.      No    fostal  traction  during  the  pains,  the  head  was 

motion  has  been  perceived  for  the  last  in  a  short  time  expelled,  with  the  ^^et 

three  weeks.    Called  in  the  afternoon,  doubled  on  the  chest, 
and  again  at  ten  at  night  \  patient  has        The  labour  was  then  speedily  termi- 

been  going  about ;    pains  weak  and  nated,  and  the  woman  recovered  with- 

trifling ;   labour  has  made  little  pro-  out  a  single  bad  symptom.    The  child 

gress.  presented  the  usual  macerated  appear- 

4th,  Hi  A.M. — Labour  has  been  goin^  ance  of  one  that  has  been" dead  for  some 
on  slowly  since  last  night ;  os  uten  time ;  the  bones  of  the  cranium  were 
about  three  parts  dilated ;  pains  pretty  widely  separated,  and  the  scalp  felt 
strong;  elbow  presentinff.  Grave  ninety  like  a  bag  containing  loose  shells.  I 
drops  of  laudanum,  and  waited  some  should  certainly  have  preferred  to  ter- 
time,  in  order  to  permit  of  its  operation  minate  this  case  either  by  turning  or 
allaying  the  utenne  contractions ;  then  bringing  down  the  head,  but  fining  it 
introduced  the  right  hand,  and  searched  impossible  to  accomplish  this,  alter 
for  the  feet ;  but  finding  the  pains  still  steady,  patient,  and  long-continued 
powerful,  ordered  thirty  additional  efforts  of  several  hours  duration,  I  con- 
drops  of  laudanum.  Found,  what  I  sider  it  to  have  been  fortunate  for  my 
imagined  to  be  the  bend  of  the  knee,  patient  that  there  still  existed  a  third 
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mode  by  which  her  labour  could  b«  and  at  the  door  met  the  senior  assistant, 
terminated ;  and  of  which  I  took  ad-  who  said  the  man  was  dead.  He  was 
vantage,  only  when  I  became  convinced  lying  on  the  deck,  and  the  people  who 
that  it  coula  not  be  concluded  in  the  had  carried  him  standing  about.  The 
former  way.  information  was  perfectly  correct ;  life 
Of  course  1  should  not  have  thought  was  extinct ;  there  was  not  the  slightest 
of  acting  as  I  did,  if  the  child  had  trace  of  vitality, 
either  been  alive  or  come  to  the  full  The  information  drawn  from  his 
size.  mess-mates  was,  that  he  had  eone  to 
bed  as  usual,  about  nine  o'cIock  ;  and 

CASE  OF  SUDDEN  DEATH.  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^leHd;  that  while  there  he 
complained  to  one  or  two  people,  who 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oasette.  happened  to  be  on  the  spot,  of  pain  ia 

his  breast,  and  difficult  breathing;  and 

^'^>  that  after  conversing  for  a  few  mmutes. 

If  the  following  case  is  worth  a  place  in  he  suddenly  staggered,  and  fell,  and 

your  Gazette,  it  is  very  much  at  your  was  by  them  conveyed  below;  that  he 

service.  had  for  four  or  five  days  at  times  com- 

Edward  Earl,  seaman,  aged  23,  of  a  plained  of  his  breathing,  but  that  other- 
full  habit,  tall,  and  dark  complexion,  wise  there  was  no  alteration :  he  ate. 
He  appeared  at  the  hour  of  visit  on  and  drank,  and  slept,  as  usual ;  that  he 
the  morning  of  the  SOth  of  May  last,  was  jocular,  and  md  his  duty  as  was 
complaining  of  cedematous  swelling  in  his  custom ;  and  that  he  had  been 
the  feet  and  ankles :  the  insteps  puffed,  playing  draughts  in  his  mess  at  eight 
glossy,  and  pitting;  the  ankles,  and  a  o^clock. 

little  upwards,  swollen  slightly.    Com-        Autopsy.  —  The    body  was    opened 

plained  of  stifihess  in  the  parts,  but  no  sixteen  hours  after  death.    The  tnorax 

pain.    It  had  been  observed  for  a  few  and   abdomen    seemed    rather   hi^h, 

days  only ;  it  had  increased  little,  and,  rounded,  and  prominent,  but  otherwise 

for  which  he  could  assign  no  cause,  it  appeared  full,  muscular,  and  well 

the  swelling  was  confined  to  the  feet  formed.    The  thorax  was  first  entered : 

entirely.  Tne  thighs  were  free,  as  well  in  dividing  the  costal  cartilages  the 

as  the  arms  and  body.    He  complained  knifepenetratedaccidentally  the  pleura; 

of  nothing  further;  his  appetite  ne  said  a  stream  of  senun  immediately  sprung 

was  good,  he  slept  well,  bowels  regular,  out,  rising  by  the  surrounding  pressure 

was  free  from  all  pain,  appeared  to  some  height  from  the  surfece,  of  a  lis^ht 

breathe  in  a  natural  way,  and  ha(d  a  straw  colour,   and  translucent.     The 

pulse  beating  steadily  at  80.  sternum  being  raised  with  the  adjoining 

Although  the   symptoms   appeared  cartilages,  the  internal  parts  came  into 

trivid,  and  the  cause  temporary,  it  oc-  view:  the  lungs,  of  a  light  grey,  colour  of 

curred  to  me  at  the  moment  that  it  ordinary  size,  soft,  and  free  from  indu- 

might    originate    from    some    deeper  ration,  as  well  as  all  infiammatory  sign, 

souree,  from  some  internal  obstruction  floated  lightly  in  a  fluid  of  the  same 

about  the  centre  of  circulation ;  but  description :  on  the  left  side  three  nar- 

nothine  could  be  elicited.    Respiration  row  bands  extended  between  the  lung 

seemed  natural  and  easy,  with  nothing  and  costal  pleura,  and  were  apparently 

remarkable  either  in  the  force  or  fre-  of  some  standing.    The  pleurce  on  both 

qnency  of  the  heart's  action :  he  ap-  sides  were  diaphanous,  and  of  a  natural 

peared,  in  short,  a  man  in  health,  fml  hue,  two  or  three  spots  only  excepted, 

and  muscular.     A  doae   of  aperient  which  were  reddened  slightly.    The 

medicine  was  prescribed,  and  he  dis-  heart  was  small,  but  healthy,  and  free 

appeared,  and,  like  many  others  whose  from  induration,  with  the  valvular  ap- 

casea  seem  trivial  or  unimportant,  it  paratus  complete;    the  serum  effused 

was  not  entered.  was  of  a  light  straw  colour,  and  com- 

The  following  evening,  about  ten  puted  to  be  about   three,  and  some 

o'clock,  the  ship's  corporal  tapped  at  thought  four,  quarts.   The  stomach  was 

my  cabin  door,  and  said  a  man  had  inflated  intensely,  and pressingupwards, 

been  taken  very  ill,  and  was  carried  as  well  as  the  liver,  which  was  large, 

into  the  bay.    I  w^nt  up  immediately,  but  otherwise  healthy.  The  diaphragm 
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was  depressed,  by  the  quantity  of  fluid,  CASE  OF  SUBACUTE  BRONCHITIS, 

forming  a  kind  of  hollow  ana  rounded 

sac.  In  the  abdomen  traces  were  evident  .    ^"«  «*^^»"^  tubula»  sbcutiok  : 

of  inflammatory  action ;  the  omental  sur-  ^'^h  a  drawing. 

face,  as  well  as  the  intestinal  and  gas-        ^   _    _  ..^       TTT".^  j.    .  ^    ^- 

trie,  were  matted  closely  with  surround-        ^  '*«  ^^^  "(f  *^  Mtdteai  GaxHU. 

ing  reddened  inflanmiatory  patches,  but  Si&, 

no  efl^on.  Should  the  following  case,  of  what  I 

The  deduction  to  be  here  drawn  is  believe  to  be  an  uncommon  variety  of 

the  discrepancy  which  obviously  sub-  bronchial  inflammation,  be  consideTed 

sisted  between  the  symptoms  of  the  by  you  worthy  the  perusal  of   your 

disease  and  the  general  state:  this  man,  readers,,  I  shall  feel  its  insertion  as  a 

although  in  the  most  dangerous  condi-  favour.— I  am,  sir, 
tion,  continued,  without  any  equivalent  Your  obedient  servant, 

symptom,  to  donis  duty,  to  eat,  andsleep,  W.  F.  Ranking,  M.D.  Cant., 

and  work  as  usual ;  and  had  been  on  Fhyiiciui  to  the  Suffolk  General  HospitaL 

the  very  day  of  his  death  away  in  a       Bury  St.  Bdmnndi, 
boat,  and  without  any  complaint,  or  ^^' "'  *•**; 

that  of  the  most  trifling  in  appearance  ;  I  was  summoned  on  the  mominr  of 
exhibiting  clearly  that  symptoms,  and  the  2d  of  June  last  to  meet  Mr.  Robin- 
the  disease  fit>m  which  they  pro-  son,  of  Mildenhall,  in  consultation  upon 
ceed,  are  not  in  unison  always,  and  the  following  case : — 
how  far  the  former  may  proceed  with-  The  patient,  a  gentleman,  ntat.  20 
out  its  being  appreciable  oy  the  latter,  years,  of  a  nervo -sanguineous  tempera- 
The  man  was  on  the  sick  list  five  or  six  ment,  was  seized  on  awaking  by  a  pa- 
weeks  before  with  what  appeared  catarrh,  roxysm  of  coughing,  accompanied  by 
the  symptoms  of  which  readily  yielded  expectoration  of  sputa  tinged  with 
to  bleeoing,  blisterinj^,  and  so  forth,  blood.  He  had  sufiered  three  separate 
and  he  returned  to  his  dut^ ;  but  it  is  attacks,  previous  to  the  present  one, 
probiUile  that  the  foundation  of  this  of  what  was  considered  to  be  pure 
was  then  laid.  heemoptysis,  and  dreaded  accordinrij 

This  case  shows  how  guarded  all  as  the  forerunner  of  phthisis.  Il!e 
should  be  in  prognostics  about  the  issue  appears  to  have  been  tor  some  time 
of  chronic  or  obscure  diseases,  but  subjected  to  dyspncsa  and  palpitation 
above  all  naval  or  military  surgeons,  upon  exertion;  and  catarrhal  attacks,  to 
on  the  soundness  of  whose  judment,  use  his  own  expression,  always  "  settled 
or  their  prudence  the  punisnment  upon  the  lungs." 
of  individuals  often  depends.  It  is  The  first  seizure  of  his  present  ail- 
possible  that  this  man  might  have  ment  occurred  in  January  last,  a  second 
oeen  convicted  of  some  ofience,  and  occurred  in  February,  and  a  third  in 
broueht  to  punishment  two  days  be-  April,  all  of  which  yielded  to  topical 
fore  nis  death.  He  might  have  com-  bleeding  and  digitalis.  The  present 
plained,  or  he  might  not;  and  it  is  attack  came  on  rather  unexpectedly: 
possible  that  complaints  at  such  a  our  patient  having  been  noticed  the 
moment  might  be  overlooked.  How-  day  before  to  be  in  excellent  health, 
ever  that  mif  ht  be,  if  punishment  The  expectoration  coubisted  of  masses, 
should  then  nave  been  enforced,  the  which,  upon  casu^  observation,  ap- 
probable  result  would  have  been  his  peared  to  oe  mucus  tinged  with  blooo, 
sudden  and  unexpected  demise.  Too  and  was  expelled  by  an  effort  more 
much  caution  can  never  be  exercised  resembling  '*  hmokimg**  than  cough, 
in  the  investigation  of  all  points  in  any  Upon  more  minute  inspection  these 
way  dubious,  particularly  in  situations  sputa  were  seen  to  consist  of  a  wMtish 
wmch  involve  such  fearful  results.  membrane,  distincdy  tubular,  and  ac- 
I  am,  sir,  curately  moulded  to  the  form  of  the 
Your  obedient  servant,  bronchial  tubes,  even  to  their  most 
J.  Wilson,  D.  Surgeon.  minute  ramifications.    The  consistence 

H.  If.  S.  Vtnruard,  Malta  Haibour,  of  these  varied ;  in  some  portions  the 

July  s,  1841.  membrane  was  tough  and  opaque ;  in 

_  others  thin,  and  raised  into  minute 

pouches  by  bubbles  of  air.  (See  figure.) 
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I  visit.  Bxtemally  to  the  eheBb  1  appKed 
the  Unguent.  Acet.  Potass.  Tart.    The 

I  acetate  of  lead  was  suspended  afler 
forty-eight  hours,  andelKht-giBin  doses 
of  alum  were  substituted. 

Under  this  treatment  considerable 
amendment  was  perceptible  on  the  third 
day,  and  by  the  end  of  the  third  week 
every    impleaaant    symptom   had  tb- 

The  patient  now  remains  in  average 
health,  and  imwoves  daily  under  a 
more  eenerous  diet  than  he  had  been 
allowed  by  his  former  medical  at- 
tendant, and  the  daily  use  of  tepid 
salt-water  sponging,  followed  by  fnc- 
tion  with  harse-t^r  gloves.  Upon 
every  tendency  to  catarrh  he  applies 
The  blood  was  smaU  in  quantity,  and  '^^  Linimentum  Terebinthinie  to  the 
could  be  easily  removed  from  these    '''™* 

tubes  by  agitation  in  water.  ™.  .         -  , 

,  There  was  little  disturbance  in  the  The  secretion  of  a  membranous  sub- 
system beyond  that  produced  by  menUl  f '^^^  P?  *«  puhnonary  mucous  mem- 
agifation;  the  appearance  of  the  blood  '■'^"e  is  familiar  to  every  one.  as  it 
having  giver,  rise  to  the  greatest  anxietv  5?<="«  m  croup ;  in  fatal  cases  of  wlMch 
both  to  the  patient  and  his  friendi.  ^^eflse  the  bronehal  tubes  are  often 
The  pulse  was  80,  and  soft  j  the  skin  fc'"'<i.to  be  filled  with  the  same  plastic 
cool,  and  tongue  natural;  and  there  '^'^'^^  "  is  famished  by  thelining 
was  Utile  or  no  pain  in  the  chest.  I  Diembrane  of  the  trachea.  But  the  pro- 
made  a  very  careM  stethoseopie  esB-  Auction  of  membranous  secretion  in  the 
mination  relative  to  the  existence  of  ^'^J'P  "^  the  adult,  and  unconnected 
the  tubercular  deposit,  but  conld  not  w"h  tracheal  disease,  must  be  consi- 
diseover  any  grounds  of  apprehension.    ''^!~  ?*  *  '",'*  ^vent,  _ 

The  chest  wm  of  an  unusually  round  ^=  •*»"•  however,  several  instancw 
figure,  and  gave  a  clear  sound  on  per-  ™  record,  by  Barthollini,  Ruysch, 
ciision  throughout.  The  respiratory  Tulpius.  and  Morgagni,  under  the 
murmur  was  of  an  intensity  almost  n«n<«  "f  bronchial  polypus  and  bron- 
puerile,  and  audible  every  where,  with    ''''™  worms. 

the  exception  of  the  neighbourhood  of  ^151^™^?'.'  ^Jbo,  prtAably,  wit- 
the  larger  tubes,  wherelt  was  marked  n eased  something  of  the  kind  in  the 
bv  a  si1)ilouB  rftle.  There  was  consi-  case  of  Phencides,  whom  he  descnbea 
derable  precordial  dulness,  and  evten-  m  spitUng  up  '  t«\«™««,  "white 
sive  bnt  not  forcible  impulse.  There  aiilky  substances. ' 
was  less  difference  than  natural  in  the  ^^.'-  ^"S^J"},  "^  ^"^brt  on  the 
"/.mtre"  of  the  first  and  second  sounds.  Mwne,  has  left  us  a  description  of  an 
"Thediagnosislformedfromthesewas,  ep'^enue  catarrh  accompanied  by  tfie 
subacute  Tnflammation  of  the  bronchial  expectoration  of  membranous  tubes, 
mucous  membrane,  with  plastic  secie-  *^"^h  occurred  in^  1759.  "  Banc  tns- 
tion,  many  tubes  obstructed  par-  tern  espencnliam  in  propnl  filift  feci 
lially  by  membranous  deposit;  and  a  "!  1"*  hoc  singulare  simul  se  obtul.t 
..*   f  ,  '.        .       -     .  -f^     '. .  nhipnomi^non.  nuod  ante  mortem.  tuBSi 


ailuoi    h«rt  of    leu   tC  Wi^  ph^om.oi,,  ,ood  ana  n.0Tlem,  luu, 

pjj^^^j.  I,                                                   ^^  et    scrcatu    rejecent     tubulum    mem- 

Under  the  impression  that  digit ahs,  ^'^'^^am.      Hunc    tubulmn   judico 

which  had  been  prescribed  on  ?orme;  "^"^^    portion cmmembrana:    tnbulos= 

occasions,  was  not  suitable  to  the  state  P*^''  ramos  broncborum,  durante  morbo. 


of  the  heart,  I  gave  him  internally  the 

acetate  of  lead — a  remedy  which  has     ,,, :"   .""".'    "~    "".T  '.i.     'v.". 

been  found  so  useful  in  bronchitis,  by  ^""'^"t-  who  is  generally  thought  to 

Henderson,  guarded  in  the  usual  man-  he  the  first  person  who  has  given  aw 

nerb:;  acetic  *cid  draughts :   aperient  .  d,  „ortto  popflu.  Ub.  «i. «.  lU. 

medicine  had  been  exhibited  before  my  t  Hcd.  Tmw.  m.  I.  Ait  It. 

7ie.— uvm.  3  H 
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accurate  descriptioQ  of  the  disease.    It  logical   oonditioa   of    the    bronchial 

will  be  Keen,  howerer,  that  he  did  not  mucoitB  membrane  which  gives  rise  to 

entertain  any  more  concise  ideas  con-  the  plastic  secretion.     There  are  two 

ceming  it  than  Bei^r,  who  preceded  principal  and  opposite  opinions :  one, 

him  by  many  years.    The  case  is  as  which    attributes   the   producdon   of 

follows : —  membrane,  instead  of  die  orfinary  more 

A  girl,  St.  eight  years,  of  strumous  fluid  secretions  of  inflamed   mucous 

habits,  was  suddenly  ceased  with  dys-  tissue,  to  the  existence  of  a  high  de^:ree 

pncpa   and   cough,  which  yielded  to  of  irritation ;   another,  which  ascribes 

medical  treatment    At  the  end  of  six  the  phenomenon  to  an  excess  of  the 

weeks  she  had  a  second  attack,  accom-  albuminous  constituent  of  the  blood, 

panted  by  night  sweats;  the  symptoms  The  generality  of  writers  are  in  &Tour 

ceased  upon  the  expectoration  of  what  of  the  first  opinion ;  the  latter  is  em- 

Dr.  Warren  calls  ''a  la^  polypous  braced,  among  others,  by  Copland*, 

concretion.'*    The  girl  sunered  several  The    question   is   discussed  at   some 

relapses,  but  was  at  length  freed  from  len^;th  bv  Andralf,  by    whom  it   is 

them  entirely  by  the  formation  of  an  decided  that  a  high  degree  of  irritatioo 

abscess  connected  with  caries  of  the  is  not  su£Scient  per  Me  to  cause   the 

OS  calcis.  secretion  of   plastic   membrane;    but 

Baillie  had  never  met  with  a  case  of  that  there  must  be,  in  addition,  some 

what  he  calls  **  bronchial  polypus,**  but  special  conditions  of  innervation    or 

had  seen  preparations  of  it.  sanguification. 

Cheyne  describes  two  forms  of  *'bron-  It  appears   to  me  that  neither  of 

chial  polypus;"  one  of  which  is  evi-  these  opinions  is  the  correct  one,  and 

dently  nothing  more  than  the  fibrinous  that  the  true  explanation  is  still  to  be 

portion  of  blood  effused  into  the  bron-  sought  for.     If  tne  more  frequent  for- 

chial  tubes.    The  instrance  given  by  mation  of  plastic  membrane  in  children 

Laennec,  as  occurring  in  the  progress  than  in  adults  be  due  to  the  existence 

of  a  case  of  phthisis,  was  of  the  same  of  a  lareer  quantity  of  albumen  in  Uie 

nature.  blood  of  the  former,  then  ought  we  to 

Dr.  Casper*  has  published  the  case  see  such  productions  the  common 
of  a  girl,  St.  twelve  years,  also  of  stru-  consequence,  in  them,  of  inflammations 
mous  constitution,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  mucous  tissues.  Such,  however, 
of  inflammatory  catarrh,  coughed  up  "  a  is  not  the  fact.  One  half,  at  the  least, 
whitish  yellow  polypous  TOdy,  of  a  or  the  diseases  of  infancy  and  child- 
tenacious  character,  and  corresponding  hood,  consist  of  irritations,  of  greater 
to  the  bronchial  ramifications."  or  less  intensity,  of  die  pulmonary  and 

A  case  will  be  found  in  the  Med.  gastro-intestinal  mucous   membranes^ 

Repository,  vol.  xviii.,   by  Mr.   Ilifi^  Yet  in  cases  only  of  croup  and  diph- 

and  also  in  a  memoir  read  before  the  therite  do  we  see  the  production  of 

Ro^^al  Academv  of  Medicine,  on  oblite-  plastic  membranes— cases  which,  nu- 

ration  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  by  M.  merically  considered,  are  rare. 

R^naud.  The    same    objections    hold   good 

The  lafit  case  I  shall  mention  is  one  against  the  opinion  which  refers  this 

published  by  Dr.  Starrf,  of  Davcntry,  peculiar  secretion  to  the  intensity  of  the 

under  the  denomination  of  "  chronic  vascular  excitement.    If  the  degree  of 

croup,"  and  which  exactly  resembles  irritadon  were  the  true  cause  of  such  se- 

the  case  of  my  padent.    A  ^rl,  setat.  22  cretion,  weought  to  seeitmorefrequenUy 

years,  complained  of  pain  m  the  chest,  among  the  numerous  cases  oi  bron- 

with  a  sense  of  general    oppression,  chitis  and  sastro-enterids  which  pre- 

Membranous  tubes  accurately  moulded  sent  themselves  to  our  nodce.    In  our 

to  the  bronchial  tubes,  and,  as  in  my  padent,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Dr.  Starr, 

case,  dnged  with  blood,  were  expecto-  every  symptom  opposed  the  idea  of 

rated.    The  blood  was  doubdess  efitised  high  vascular  excitement ;  yet  was  the 

from    small    vessels    ruptured  in  the  formadon  of  the  membrane  of  the  most 

exertion    necessary    to    dislodge    the  perfect  kind. 

tenacious    sputa.      Authors    are   far  It  is,   however,  in  this  as  well  as 

from  agreeing  as  to  the  precise  patho-  in  many  other  points  connected  with 


•  Wocbcnaclirin  l^r  die  GeHmmte  HdllraiKle.        ♦  Vide  art.  Cronii,  Coptend's  DictioiiaiT. 
t  M  BoiCAL  Gaxbttr,  F«b.  7,  1840.  t  Anstomlc  Pstholofique,  p.  48*. 
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oor  difficult  science,  for  more  easy  to  toxicological  investigations,  engaged  in 

find  objectionsto  any  particular  opinion,  a  most  laborious  series  of  inquiries  into 

The  treatment  pursued  was  directed  ^\  arsenic.    The  results  whicl^he  ob- 

by  tlie  two  following  indications : —  tained  were,  from  time  to  time,  commu- 

Ist,  to  allay  the  existing  irritation;  and  nicated  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 

*^^ A^^''''''^  '^  rX^i!'''''     T*"""  and  his  essays  received   the  highest 

first  end  was  accomplished  by  counter-  ,  ^i_.,,t  ^       , 

irritation,  and  the  internal  use  of  the  ^^^^o"'  ^^^^  "^^^^^  ^  conferred  upon 
acetateofleadandalum,  the  sedative  and  them,  in  the  privilege  of  being  pub- 
astringent  properties  of  which  restored  lished  in  both  the  Bulletins  and  the 
the  bronchial  camUaries  to  their  nor-  Memoirs  of  the  Academy.  In  the  end 
mal  condition.  The  second  I  hope  to  ,  „  ,  i  x  i. 
accompUsh  by  judicious  regimenV  by  ^  ^««  generaUy  deemed  to  have  con- 
sponging  and  friction  of  uie  chest,  «rred  a  very  great  boon  on  science,  by 
combined  with  the  dbnstant  use  of  having  confirmed  or  discovered  several 
flannel,  and  by  having  recourse  to  most  important  facts  in  the  subject  of 
cuticular  irritation  upon  the  slightest  i,-  •  ^.„«_  a  j  r  *i,  4V  v.*  r 
ocearMiieeofeiitaiThllsrmptomB.  I"*  "qmry.     And  of  these  the  chief 

were,  the  possibmty  of  tracing  arsenic 

'  in  the  substance  of  the  tissues  of  those 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  from  whose  stomach  it  had  disappeared; 

the  means   of   distinguishing  arsenic 

Friday,  August  20,  1 841 .  ^^ich  had  been  carried  into  the  tissues 

—  in  consequence  of  poisoning,  from  that 

.^'^S*i""5.^"'*?^**"  °*^!^  ***^^*;J*?»  which  (as  he  was  beUeved  to  have  dis- 
ilrfif  J#«^c«  tueri ;  potestaa  moflo  Temendi  in  jx       •  n     .       t.     i 

publicum  ait,  dkemU  pericttiuoi  hon  recuse."  covered)  exists  naturally  m  the  bones, 

CicKRo.  muscles,  and  some  other  parts,  of  even 

healthy  men;    and  the  pointing  out 

DETECTION  OF  ARSENIC.  ^ow.  by  means  of  certain  ^smicJspots. 

TiiE  report  lately  presented    to    the  in  which  the  arsenic,  first  separated 

French  Institute,  and    of  a  part  of  from  the  gas  that  has  passed  through  a 

which  we  have  given  a  translation  in  Marsh's  apparatus,  collects,  its  presence 

oar  present  number,  is,  with  all  the  cir-  might  be  determined  in  smaller  quanti- 

cumstances  that  preceded   and   have  ties  than  hitherto.    There  were  some 

followed  it,  full  of  interest  and  im-  other  less  important  points,  but  these 

portance.    Without  entering  into  any  will  sufiice  for  the  history. 
of  the  coarse  discussion,  as  much  op-       Whether  it  be  merely  that  his  repu- 

posed  to  science  as  to  decency,  of  which  tation  is  very  high  both  in  France  and 

the  Academy    of  Medicine   has,   for  all  Europe,  or  that  he  holds  a  high 

several  weeks  past,  been  the  arena,  we  rank  in  his  profession  in  Paris,  being 

will  mention  a  few  of  the  points  con-  generally  regarded  as  the  leader  in  the 

nected  with  this  question.    Urged  on  Ecole  de  M^decine — or  for  any  other 

by  two  trials  of  unusual  interest  which  reason  which  we  cannot  suspect — all 

have  lately  taken  place  on  the  conti-  those  who  have  endeavoured  to  cast 

nent,  and  in  which  the  whole  strength  doubt  on  the  accuracy  of  M.  Orfila's 

of  the  evidence  rested  on  the  possibility  investigations  have  not  failed  to  do  so 

of  determining  beyond  a  doubt  the  with  a  most  virulent  acerbity.    They 

existence  of  arsenic  in  those  supposed  have  put  forward  their  corrections  of 

to  be  poisoned,  M.  Orfila,  whose  name  his  errors  with  an  insulting  .tone  of 

already  stood   highest  in  Europe    at  anger  which  is  amply  sufficient  to  give 

once  for  skill  and  for  experience  in  an  honest  man  a  prejudice  in  favour  of 


836  DETECTION  OP  ARSENIC. 

the  object  of  their  attack.  But  avoiding  there  any  probahility  that  M. .  (Mhi 
both  this  prejudice  and,  as  far  as  poa-  himself  ever  mistook  false  for  true  spots, 
sible,  that  derived  from  the  long  repu-  or  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  an 
tation  which  M.  Orfila  has  deservedly  important  error  by  them.  In  thrir 
enjoyed,  we  cannot  help  seeing  that  general  aspect,  indeed,  and  in  all  their 
his  conclusions  were,  if  not  rather  has-  physical  and  some  of  their  chemical 
tily  drawn,  yet  certainly  too  definitely,  characters,  these  spots  resemble  those 
too  positively,  set  down.  For  even  if  M.  really  formed  by  arsenic ;  but  they  ate 
Orfila  himself  were  not  mistaken,  or  if  not  incapable  of  being  distinguished  by 
he  had  really  been  able  to  correct  some  so  experienced  an  eye  as  M.  Orfila's, 
of  the  errors  into  which  he  had  fallen  and  the  rules  which  the  report  of  the 
before  the  publication  of  their  correc-  Institute  establishes  for  examining 
tions  by  others,  there  can  be  no  doubt  them  by  appropriate  chemical  teste,  are 
that  the  great  majority,  even  of  ex-  laid  down  for  safety's  sake  rather  than 
perienced  investigators,  after  reading  of  necessity.  Still,  the  lesson  which 
his  memoir,  would  have  entered  on.  every  one  should  learn  who  may  be 
the  search  after  arsenic,  in  a  case  of  called  on  for  a  medico-legal  opinion  in  a 
suspected  poisoning,  with  several  not  case  of  poisoning  by  arsenic,  is  plain 
unimportant  errors  in  their  minds.  It  epough :  it  is,  never  to  be  content  till 
may  be  very  true  that  it  is  now  possible  he  has  formed  a  genuine  ring  of  metallic 
so  to  read  these  memoirs  as  not  to  be  arsenic  in  his  glass-tube,  and  subjected 
led  astray  by  them;  but  this  can  be  that  ring,  or  a  well-marked  arsenical 
done  only  by  picking  out,  and  setting  spot,  to  all  the  tests  for  the  detection  of 
prominently  forward,  passages  and  the  metal.  For  in  every  such  case  a 
words  in  them,  which,  at  first  reading,  medical  witness  has  a  double  duty  to 
receiving  no  more  attention  than  they  perform :  he  must  not  only  satisfy 
were  intended  to  attract,  would  have  himself,  but  he  must  be  able  also  to 
made  little  impression  on  the  mind.  satisfy  the  doubts  of  the  public,  and  to 
The  chief  error  which,  if  it  be  not  secure  that  the  course  of  justice  is  not 
inculcated  in  M.  Orfila's  memoir,  is  at  hindered.  It  is  not  less  to  his  disgrace 
least  to  be  guarded  against,  is  that  of  than  to  the  public  damage,  if  a  guilty 
relying  on  the  evidence  of  the  arsenical  man  is  acquitted  because  his  counsel 
spots,  especially  when  they  are  small  can  throw  doubt  on  the  medical  evi- 
and  thin.  For  these  spots,  it  is  certain,  dence ;  and  who  can  doubt  that  when 
may  be  imitated  by  others  which  are  reports  of  these  false  and  true  spots 
very  apt  to  form  when  the  combustion  find  their  way,  as  they  slowly  will,  mi6 
of  the  organic  matters  supposed'  to  courte  of  law,  the  imagined  difficulty 
contain  arsenic,  though  in  reality  con-  of  distinguishing  them  will  be  made 
taining  none,  has  been  insufficiently  or  the  strong-hold  of  defence  in  every 
not  properly  performed.  It  is  for  their  questionable  case  of  arsenical  poison- 
having  given  the  due  importance  to  ingP  We  cannot,  therefore,  too  strongly 
these /a£»0  fpots  that  MM.  Flandin  and  urge  upon  our  readers  the  propriety  of 
Banger  deserve  their  chief  credit  a  careful  study  of  the  report  in  all  that 
They  did  not  indeed  discover  them,  for  relates  to  this  part  of  the  subject ;  for 
these,  or  spote  like  them,  are  described  uncertain  as  the  mere  physical  cha- 
(though  with  just  that  unfortunate  racters  of  an  arsenical  spot  may  be, 
want  of  prominence  which  we  have  nothing  can  be  more  undeniable  than 
already  mentioned)  by  M.  Orfila,  under  the  evidence  which  it  may  be  made 
the  name  of  taehes  de  eraste;  nor  is  to  afibrd  in  every  case  in  which  its 
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quantity  i$  not  so  small  that  the  ap-  But  after  all,  the  highest  honour 
propriate  chemical  tests  cannot  be  ap-  which  M.  Orfila  will  draw  from  these 
plied  to  it.  investigations  will  be  due  to  his 
The  occurrence  of  these  false  spots  having  established  the  possibility, — 
is  generally  due,  we  have  said,  to  the  and  yet  more,  the  practicability, — of 
imperfect  destruction  of  the  organic  obtaining  arsenic  from  the  tissues  of 
matters;  and  in  regard  to  them  M.  the  body,  after  it  has  been  removed 
Orfila  certainly  placed  himself  in  a  from  the  stomach,  and  when,  but  for 
position  ia  which  it  was  possible  for  his  researches,  it  would  have  been  for 
MM.  Flandin  and  t>anger  to  seem  to  ever  lost.  In  this  no  one  can  deny 
correct  him.  There  is  little  doubt  also  that  he  has  discovered  a  main  and 
that  their  mode  of  proceeding,  which  important  fact ;  for  the  certainty  of  the 
willbefoundstillfurtherimprovedinthe  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  aisenic 
report,  was  in  some  respects  better  than  found  in  the  tissues  is  not  less  than 
his ;  but  the  credit  which  they  merit  that  derived  from  the  evidence  of  its 
for  this  is  but  small:  they  only  saw  being  found  in  the  stomach  and  intes- 
their  improvement  after  the  giant  had  tinesj  and  while  in  one  class  of  cases 
raised  them  on  his  shoulders,  and  it  was  it  furnishes  the  only  possible  evidence, 
not  till  the  more  difficult  part  of  the  it  will  hereafter  afford  in  all  a  desirable 
way  had  been  cleared  that  they  came  supplemental  proof;  for  it  is  not  open 
in.  They  had  all  the  advantages  also  of  to  objection,  from  the  chance,  slight 
that  which,  if  it  involved  no  discovery,  and  remote  as  it  may  be,  that  the 
was  for  all  credit  equal  to  a  series  of  poison  was  introduced  after  death, 
discoveries, — ^namely,  the  establishment  Whatever  improvements  in  the  ma- 
hy  M.  Orfila  of  the  extreme  caution  nipulations  for  its  detection,  or  in  any 
necessary  to  be  used  to  prevent  the  in-  part  of  the  details  of  the  subjects,  others 
troduction  of  arsenic  into  the  substances  have  introduced,  or  may  still  propose, 
to  be  experimented  on  by  the  various  the  whole  credit  of  this  foundation- 
apparatus  and  tests  employed  for  its  fact  is  M.  Orfila's ;  and  had  he  done  no 
detection,  but,  in  fact,  themselves  con-  more  than  establish  this,  and  had  he 
tainingit  All  this  M.Orfila  worked  out  loaded  this  with  the  weight  of  many 
in  a  most  admirable  manner,  and  fully  heavier  errors,  he  would  have  greatly 
efltabtished  the  necessity  of  either  a  pre-  added  to  his  reputation,  and  would 
Tious  examination  of  all  the  mate-  have  deserved  treatment  the  very 
rials  employed  in  the  investigations,  opposite  of  that  which  he  has  received 
or,  as  the  report  recommends,  of  from  many  of  his  professional  brethren, 
making  a  blank  experiment,  (that  is,  The  most  obvious  error  that  M. 
one  into  which  all  the  materials  except  Orfila  committed  was  in  thinking  that 
the  suspected  substance  are  introduced)^  he  had  detected  arsenic  in  the  healthy 
at  the  same  time  with,  or  directly  after,  bones,  and  other  tissues  ;  an  error 
that  on  the  results  of  which  the  which,  if  we  remember  rightly,  he 
ultimate  conclusions  are  to  be  founded,  shares  with  M.  Couerbe,  and  which 
Here,  therefore,  is  another  lesson  which  has  the  further  palliation,  in  a  practi- 
we  who  can  look  calmly  on  the  matter  cal  view,  of  lying  on  the  right  side, 
may  draw  from  the  subjects  of  these  since,  while  it  engendered  greater  cau- 
vefaement  quarrels,  and  another  point  tion  in  drawing  conclusions,  it  intro- 
in  which  a  medico-legal  witness  will  duced  no  real  cause  of  doubt,  the 
do  well  to  permit  no  doubt  to  be  supposed  natural  arsenic  being  easily 
thrown  on  the  value  of  his  testimony,  distinguishable  from  that  which  was 
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introduced.    As  a  question  of  credit  SUBSTANCE  OF  A  CLINICAL  LECTDRS 

for  priority  of  correction  too,  no  one  ow 

has  the  advantage  of  M.  Orfila,  for  as  SEROUS  OR  AQUEOUS  ENCYSTED 

fer  back  as  last    November  he  had  TUMORS, 

deposited  a  sealed  letter  with  the  Pre-  ^^^  ^^  g^^  Georg^t  Hotpiua,  June  l#l. 

sident  of  the  Academy,  announcing  his  ,.     «          „ 

e.x.       4^^«  ^r  u:-  Bt  Mm.  Cjma&  Hawkuis. 

own  suspicion  of  the  correctness  of  nis 

former   conclusions;    and  before   the  ""^ 

publication  of  the  other  invctigations  J-  f  ^  ^*  ^  It  H^^T^ 
he  had  been  engaged  in  investigations 


2.  SerouB  Cyst  in  the  Neck, 


^,         .    .      .^,  ,  c^u    T^.^      Tbbbb  are  two  casef  in  the  hospital  at  tba 

on  the  point  withmembew  of  the  Insti-    ^^^^^  ^^^  gentlemen,  ndther  of  which  i. 

tute.  very  common,  and  as  it  so  happens,  as  is 

These  are  the  main  features  of  a    often  the  caaewith  rare discasea,  that  thisy have 

discussion  which  has  fired  the  whole  s:7:irsS'^'^.i^ir::;Srs: 

medical  profession  in  Paris,  and  has    to-day's  lecture,  beliering  them  to  be  well 

given  rise  to  more  gross  personalities,    worthy  of  yonr  attention. 

and  more  buUvinff  than  was  nrobablv  ^-  '^'^  *"*  *•  *'  *^'  **'  •  T*''"*  woman, 
antt  more  ouiiying,  man  was  prooaoiy    ^^^^  Herbert,  25  years  of  age,  in  Dnun- 

ever  before  mtroduced  mto  any  pub-  ^0^^  Ward,  admitted  May  19th,  with  an 

licly  entertained  question  of  science,  abdominal  tnmor  of  about  seven  years'  dara- 

But  it  may,  and  doubtless  will,  lead  to  «<»'  for  which  she  hw  been  U^  twiea, 

J         1.       mu       i>  1  1'         -11  "nd  each  tune  the  fluid  was  perfectly  tnua- 

good  results.     The  whole  question  will  parent,  and  clear,  and  colourless.    The  first 

be  well  sifted,  and  probably  many  of    time  was  about  four  years  ago,  when  I  drew 

the  chief  difficulties  that  have  hitherto  ©^  *^*^«  P«*»  ^  ^^  ^"i^i  ^  ""^^ 
,  .     .    ^,  -  ^.  *.•     x«  was  about  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  wbeo 

lam  m  the  way  of  these  investigations    ^^  ^^^  ^f  fl^a  were  drawn  off  by  a  nws 

will  be  removed:    already  much  has    dical  man,  with  whom  she  has  lived   as 

been  done,  and,  under  the  excitement    servant,  and  who  was  kind  enough  to  Md 

f  ,    J  .  ,  me  some  of  it  to  examine.     The  awttling 

even  of  bad  tempers,  much  more  may    ^^^  occupies  more  of  the  right  side  than  of 

still  be  accomplished.  It  would  have  the  left,  and  is  of  moderate  size ;  it  some- 
been  well  if  all  this  could  have  been  times  causes  difficulty  of   breathing,    bvl 

««>    4.  J     •^.'t     ,.       .  .        A.    f  otherwise  she  suffers  no  inconveniencet  ex* 

effected  without  so  great  a  contempt  of  eept  from  iU  weight.    Gener.1  hedth  ^ 

the  calmness  that  should  mark  the  Bowels  rather  costive.  Catamenta  regular, 
conduct  of  men  pursuing  science ;  if    Pulse  quiet  and  regular. 

the  love  of  truth  for  its  own  sake  J^^S^J^^^^I^;^ 
could  have  been  made  to  shine  more  Uquid,  which  our  notes  say  was  rendered 
than  the  love  of  slander ;    and  if  the    very  slightly  turbid  on  the  addition  of  nitric 

cause  of  public  justice  had  not  been    ?f*^'  ""^  ^  'P^^T.*! Jfcf* '  .!lL% 

,    ^         ,  1         ^     .  ^.         however,  it  required  to  be  held  against  um 

made  to  wait  on  that  of  private  malice,    ^g^t  to  make  it  evident  that  it  was  at  all 

But  how  rarely  do  we  find,  in  questions  altered,  and  the  quantity  of  albumen  was  so 

respecting    the    most    frivolous    dis-  .smaH,  as  to  Iwe  the  liquid  still  quite  tremi. 

^  .      ** ,                           J     1.  •  parent  without  the  least  deposit ;  it  was  only 

covenes,  that  men  regard  their  own  ^  ^ttle  white,  and  on  the  former  ocoaaions 

little  scientific   reputations  as  of  less    there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  albumeb. 

imix)rtance  than  their  characters  for    ,  .^*'®  ^^  *  ^^®  feywUh  the  next  day, 
,  J  ,  f  X     .1.  •     rr.1.  bemg  very  nervous  and  hysterical,  and  bad 

decency  and  love  of  truth !     There  are    ^1^,5  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  or  rather 

some  men  in  our  own  country  who    of  the  cyst,  but  is  now  almost  well  enough 

may  plainly  see  their  own  features  in    *®  8?°  1»™«  again. 

♦i,«     -«  ^«*    i,:..*^-,.    ^r    *i,      T?        1.        "When  this  patient  was  admitted  into  the 

the    recent    history    of    the    French    ^^^^^    my  informant  remarked  that  a 

Academy  of  Medicine.  woman  had  my  card  over  her  bed,  but  that 

she  laboured  under  eueiiew,  meaning  that  she 
i.^....  should  have  been  placed  in  the  medinl  wards ; 

I  knew,  however,  from  former  experience, 
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that  niedicfel  agrfstance  would  be  of  no  ayail,  remains  the  same,  hovrever  she  vofLj  lie.     It 

and  had  ordered  her  in  merely  for  the  relief  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  there  are 

afforded  by  the  operation  of  tapping,  her  oases  of  either  kind,   especially  when  the 

case  being  one  of  encytied  dropsy.      How,  quantity  of  fluid  is  very  large,  which  may  be 

then,  are  you  to  distinguish  between  ascites,  mistaken  for  each  other,  till  an  operation 

and  such  a  case  as  this,  of  fluid  deposited  in  shews  the  nature  of  the  fluid ;  and,  as  you 

a  cyst  unconnected  with  the  general  cavity  may  have  heard,  encysted  tumors  may  be 

of  the  peritoneum  ?     Very  often  you  are  believed  to  exist,  and  operations  attempted, 

assisted  by  the  negative  evidence  afforded  by  when  there  was  in  reality  no  tumor  whatever 

the  absence  of  all  those  symptoms  which  in*  in  the  abdomen ;  besides  which  there  will  be 

dicate  disease  of  the  heart,  or  liver,  or  perito-  difficulty  of  diagnosis  in  some  cases,  in  which 

nenm,  or  whatever  the  part  may  be  that  there  is  some  effusion  in  the  peritoneum  in 

causes  the  ascites.     In  this  young  woman,  addition  to  that  in  the  cyst,  and  caused  by 

for  example,  there  has  never  been  at  any  the  irritation  of  it.     I  have  several  times 

time  the  least  derangement  of  the  general  drawn  off  the  fluid  from  both  situations  at 

health,  and  you  see  her  now  perfectly  free  once. 

from  any  illness  whatever,  and  she  only  The  disease,  then,  was  not  ascites,  but  a 

complained  to  a  certain  degree  of  the  weight  form  of  encysted  dropsy.     But  where  was 

of  the  gallon  of  fluid  which  has  been  taken  the  fluid  situated  ?     In  forty-nine  cases  out 

away.     Sometimes,  indeed,  when  the  cyst  is  of  fifty,  when  the  fluid  is  in  some  cyst  in  the 

very  large,  and  the  pressure  very  great,  the  abdomen,  you  would  believe  that  it  is  an 

intestinesy  or  stomach,  or  lungs,  may  be  so  ovarian  tumor,  and  this  case  bore  every 

pressed  upon,  as  greaUy  to  affect  the  health,  resemblance  to  one  of  this  kind ;  but  when 

and  cause  swelling  of  the  legs,  or  ascites,  or  you  tap  an  ovarian  tumor,  the  fluid  is  almost 

siekness,  or  constipation,  or  dyspnoea,  in  always  a  thick  kind  of  mucous  substance,  of 

consequence  of  which  the  case  may  end  every  sort  of  colour  and  appearance,  which  I 

Vitally ;  but  then  you  can  trace  the  gradual  have  known  to  be  so  full  of  albuminous. 

effect  of  the  tumor,  instead  of  the  symptoms  substance,  that  it  has  become  solid  enough, 

which  precede  the  deposition  of  fluid  in  immediately  after  it  has  been  extracted,  for 

ascites.      Sometimes,  again,  you  have  the  a  spoon  to  stand  in  it,  as  in  a  solid  jelly, 

positive  evidence  of  the  particular  part  in  and  it  is  at  least  almost  always  very  tenacious 

which  the  swelling  was  first  perceived ;   on  and  thick.     In  this  case,  however,  you  have 

one  side  or  the  other  the  patient  will  tell  seen  that  the  liquid  was  perfectly  Iranspa- 

you  it  was  first  noticed  by  her  before  the  rent  and  watery,  and  so   it   was   at    the 

whole  abdomen  swelled,  and  when  small  it  two  previous  times  of  operation.      Even 

may  even  sometimes  happen,  as  with  the  now,    on  the   third    operation,    there    is 

ovary,  that  the  cyst  may  be  actually  moved  only  a  very  faint  trace  of  albumen.      Most 

by  the  hand,  or  by  the  patient's  change  of  probably,  therefore,  the  case  is  one  of  those 

poeition,  so  that  its  figure  may  be  determined  serous  or  aqueous  encysted  tumors,  which 

by  examination.    Our  patient  was  scaioely  may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  body,  and  you 

sensible  of  this  on  the  first  occasion  when  I  may  see  on  the  table  several  specimens  of 

tapped  her,  though  our  notes  say  that  the  them  in  various  situations ;  but  you  may  see 

aweUiog  seemed  at  present  a  little  more  on  them  most  frequently  in  the  liver,  where 

the  right  side  than  on  the  left.     Except  they  are  seen  in  the  preparations  in  every 

when  the  cyst  is  very  large  indeed,  you  can  degree  of  development.     When  she  was  in 

almost  always  detect  the  nature  of  the  esse  the  hospital,  four  years  ago,   under   Dr. 

by  the  sounds  on  percussion,  the  fingers  Chambers's  care,  I  removed,  as  I  have  men«> 

reaching  the  alimentary  csnal  in  many  places  tioned,  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  the  same  liquid, 

in  ascites,  while  in  encysted  dropsy  the  part  and  from  its  appearance  we  then  believed  the 

ia  perfectly  dull,  because  the  alimentary  tube  cyst  to  be  in  the  liver ;  and  from  its  being  so 

is  behind  it.     So  that  when  lying  on  her  long  after  the  operation  before  the  liquid 

hack  you  can,  in  such  a  case  as  Herbert's,  began  to  accumulate  again  (for  after  the  last 

feel  no  air  in  front,  except  in  the  higher  tapping  she  says  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  before 

part  where  the    stomach    and    colon    are  shie  perceived  any  return),  and  from  its  still 

situated,  but  you  can  detect  it  at  the  sides,  possessing  the  same  qualities,  I  am  inclined 

bdiind  the  tumor.     In  ascites,  on  the  con-  to  believe  at  present,  as  I  was  then,  that  it 

trary,  you  can  feel  it  in  front,  but  none  at  occupies  this  situation, 

the  sidles,  because  the  fluid  gravitates  there.  I  will  refer  you  to  a  paper  which  I  drew 

Make  the  patient  with  ascites  turn  on  one  up,  and  which  was  published  in  the  18th 

side,  and  you  will  probably  feel  the  bowel  volume  of  the  Medico-Chiruigical  Trans- 

again  on  Uie  uppermost  side,  firom  the  fluid  actions,  for  a  full  account  of  these  serous 

sinking  into  the  most  dependent  position ;  or  aqueous  cysts,  and  of  their  effects,  more 

while*  in  encysted  dropsy  of  any  considera-  especially  when  situated  in  the  liver.     You 

ble  aise,  the  position  of  the  cyst  is  not  wUl  find  there  also  the  distinctions  between 

aliened  by  change  of  position,  and  the  sound  such  tumors — which  are  often  erroneouslx 


840  MR.  C^SAR  HAWKINS  ON  SEROUS  OR 

called  hydatids— and  the  real  hydatid  tumon  tioa }  or  the  fluid  ccntenH  will  be  dvkar 

of  the  liver,  sach  as  are  seen  in  these  other  coloured,  and  mixed  with  ooloond  blood, « 

preparations  ;   the  cyst  which  contains  the  that  it  will  coagulate  frmn  this  conse,  Hk- 

hydatids  being  indeed  like  the  cyst  of  the  out  distinct  evidence  of  die  aecratioa  of 

aqueous  tumor,  but  the  two  diseases  being  lymph  by  inflammation, 
otherwise  quite  different.    They  are  generally        In  a  third  ease,  inflammatoiy  acte  will 

called  serous  cysts  from  their  appearance ;  cause  suppuratioa  in  iha  cysts,  as  in  sa  ia- 

but  the  nature  of  the  fluid  secreted  by  them  teresting  case,  from  which  this  piiyoirtiiis 

is  very  different  from  that  of  any  natural  was  taken,  of  aqueovs  encysted  taaar  d 

serous  membrane,  all  of  which,  except  the  the  kidney,  the  history  of  which  I  pahhifciid 

arachnoid,  secrete  a  liquid  containing  a  con-  in  the  same  volume  1  have  befefe  icfond 

sidcrable  quantity    of   albumen,   which   is  you  to.    There  was  great  obscarity  m  tp 

easily  precipitated  by  heat  or  nitric  acid,  the  nature  of  the  tumor  in  thb  erne  tiD  1 

These  new  cysts,  on  the  contrary,  contain,  punctured  it,  and  let  out  nighftm  oaaoa  d 

according  to  Dr.  Maroet*s  analysis,  nothing  nearly  pure  water ;  when,  for  tba  nmm  1 

but  a  very  small  quantity  of  animal  matter,  have  already  given,  it  was  dear  that  it  vii 

which  he  calls  muco-extractive,  wi^  a  few  an  aqueous  cyat,  probably  Iran  its  sitaahoB 

grains  in  one  thousand  of  saline  matter.   Mr.  connected  with  the  kidney.     It  fitted  sgn, 

Spitta  has  been  kind  enough  to  analyse  the  however,  and  became  of  immmsi  mt,  od 

fluid  in  this  case,  and  finds  it  to  correspond  the  irritation  it  excited  earned  off  the  bttk 

with  this  descriptionr ;   and  whenever  you  patient;  and,   on  examination,  out  of  iw 

find  such  watery  fluid  in  the  body,  you  may  pints  of  fluid  which  it  oontntnrd,  a  qmrtrr 

conclude  almost  certainly  that  it  comes  from  perhaps  was  foimed  by  a  aeeietaon  of  lAift 

an  artificial  cyst,  and  not  from  any  natural  purulent  liquid.    Hie  kidney,  as  yea  iMf 

cavity,  in  a  dilated  state;  andon  thisaooount  perceive,  waa  quite  healthy,  with  a  mB 

I  prdTer  the  term  aqueous  cyst  to  the  more  one  separate  from  the  nataral  kidney, 
common  term  serous  tumor.  In  other  caaea»  again,  the  fluid  notlid 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  understand,  however,  by  the  cyst  is  formed  of  •  thick 

that  the  reverse  holds  good,  and  that  when  mucus;  this  may  be  found  in  < 

you  let   out   semm  (that  is,  transparent  but  is  especiaUy  "^^-^py*  in  the 

liquid,  holding  a  good  deal  of  albumen  in  cysts,  where  immcnee  quantities  «f  it  m 

solution)    the    fluid  is  always   nteetwarilp  met  with.     It  would  iq>pcar  prabaUs,  hm 

secreted  by  a  natural  cavity.     On  the  con«  the  oboervation  of  Dr.  Babington,  tbit  tfai 

trary,  many  of  the  newly  formed  cysts,  at  n  is  the  result  of  an  inflammatory  ohmge,  by 

subsequent  period  of  their  growth,  and  in  which  pus  would  be  aeaeted  woe  Ah  nrt 

some  cases  even  when  the  cyst  is  of  smaU  of  the  fluid  add,  hot  the  pus  is  eoevattd 

sise,  undeigo  some  change  in  their  state,  by  into  mucus  by  die  »^ir«if«*  aiian  of  tM 

which  the  secretion  is  Stored,  and  the  cyst  watery  part  of  the  liquid.    You  cm  tbaifii 

also  changed.     Sometimes,  for  example,  the  dioeasci  of  the  winaiy  ocgans,  uhsau  tm^ 

cyst  is  lined  by  a  thick  layer  of  lymph,  cious  mocns  and  pus  attemats  with  mA 

whidi  at  first  sight  appears  to  be  a  laige  other,  and  will  require  no  other  tsit  of  Ibi 

hydatid,  but  which  I  rather  believe  to  be  a  acidity  or  alkalfansnoe  of  the 
thick  mass  of  adhesive  Ijrmph,  or  albuasen,        Lastly,  you  will  find  an 

like  the  masses  often  seen  in  the  pleura,  extent  oif  skmghiiig  and  fimgeos 

whii^  exactly  fills  up,  and  is  in  contact  with,  when  aqueous  eyats  are  opened,  as  ia  lbs 

every  inequality  of  the  interior  of  the  cysL  oast  and  preparation  of  what  I  bdwoe  tobm 

Here  is  such  an   appearance,  whidi  was  heenanaqneonaeneyited  tmnoref  tfaofivtf. 

found  unexpectedly  in  two  cysts  in  the  liver  forwhichchangelmustaboiufcrtoflvpsitf. 

in  a  patient  of  mine,  whodied  of  aome  other  I  may  obaerre,  indeed,  that  Dr.  Mskdiaf 

complaint ;  yon  may  see  the  cysts  of  oonsi-  has  sent  me  a  paper  oi  hia,  in^ir**-'  to  iho* 

derable  sixe,  with  their  lining ;  and  there  that  the  cases  I  had  deseiibed  of  thisvagsltf 

was  a  simikr  one  in  one  lung  of  the  same  process  were  sbecessra  of  the  Hver ;  M  d* 

patient.       I    remember    a    patient    being  though  his  paper  showed  me,  what  I  kd 

brought  into  the  hospital,  who  had  fidlen  not  myself  observed,  that  atm^f"**  of  tba 

from  a  waggon  containing  aome  empty  bask-  oigan  may  undergo  a  similar  ■iirng'^'f  f^ 

ets,  one  of  which  had  fiillen  upon  him,  and  cess,  there  were  many  draumetanea  ubieb 

had  ruptured  a  very  large  cyat  of  this  kind  convinced  me,  as  theprepantioa  perbsptvifl 

in  the  liver,  containing  a  layer  of  this  lymph,  show  you,  th^t  those  I  had  pubhshod  aw 

with  several  pints  of  liquid.  not  of  this  descriptioD,  but  wwe  iaftaaffi 

At  another  time  there  will,  in  caaes  of  in  all  probability,  of  sbsiiwus  in  thsK  «* 

newly-formed  aqueous  cysts,  be  evidence  of  cysted  tumon. 

inflammatory  action  afforded  by  portions  of        I  said  that  tiie  qrsta  also  undoffo  chsnfBi 

coagulaUe   lymph  floating  loosely  in  the  and  in  general  the  thinner  the  cyat  itsBlf  ^ 

Bqvdd,   which  will  itself  also  shew  that  it  more  simple  is  the  natuie  of  the  flaid*    1^ 

contains  a  good  deal  more  in  a  state  of  sofau  aac  becomes  by  degiew  (in  wanteftm^f* 
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homefett)  CkidMT  aid  mors  dense,  till  it  is  ration  or  ribngfaing  away  of  the  eyit,  wbioh 
cooTcited  into  a  tough  fibrous  substance  of  took  place  in  the  girl  ftom  whom  t^  cyit 
Gonflklerable  thicknesB;  so  that  soine  persons  escaped:  abe  was  tapped  by  Sir  Benjamin 
have  called  them,  when  in  this  state,  fibrous  Brodie,  and  some  aqueous  fiuid  eraonated 
tnmora,  in  contradistinction  to  their  earlier  from  a  cytt  apparently  in  the  liTcr,  after 
condition  of  serous  cysts;  and  in  cysts  whose  which  a  good  deal  of  feter  and  irritstton 
structure  is  thus  fibnnu  I  bdieTe  the  secre-  ensued,  succeeded  by  a  discharge  of  pus  from 
tion  is  always  albuminous  to  a  greater  or  leas  the  bowels,  and  then  this  eyst  came  away, 
extent,  and  the  colour  also  is  generally  darker  which  looks  exactly  like  one  of  these  tumon, 
than  in  those  of  thinner  texture.  And  then,  which  may  have  passed  into  the  eoloo,  just 
finally,  when  according  to  the  usual  laws  of  as  the  contents  of  hydatid  eocyrted  tumon 
transfonasltion  of  morbid  tissues,  a  thin  and  of  the  liver  so  often  escape  when  the  same 
tttnsparent  serous  cyst  has  been  converted  route  has  been  established  by  adhekion  and 
into  a  toughfibrous  substance,  the  fibrouscyst  ulceration.  The  operation  you  have  wit- 
may  itself  undergo  another  conversion  into  nessed  will  of  course  afford  the  patient  tem* 
bone ;  so  that  you  may  see  some  of  these  porary  relief,  but  probably  the  sao  will  fiM 
serous  cysts  of  the  liver,  and  dsewhera,  more  again  as  it  has  already  done,  though*  mneh 


or  lets  osseous ;  hanUy  any  part  of  the  sac,     more  slowly  than  is  usually  the  esse  in 
in  a  few  instanoes,    escaping    the    ossific    similar  tumors  in  the  ovary.  Vou  have  seoSf 


prooeM.  also,  that  the  danger  of  the  operation  is  in* 

Then  is  yet  one  further  alteration  to  considerable ;  in  fact,  what  little  irritatJOB 

which  the  aqueous  encysted  tumon,  and  in-  she  experienced  was  rather  hysterioal  than 

deed  almost  any  cyst,  are  occasionally  liable,  inflammatory, 
especially  in  some  situations,  such  as  the 

ovary.     It  is  the  development  in  their  in«  II.  This  case,  then,  shows  you  what  may  be 

terior,  in   the    manner  described  by  Dr.  the  course  of  a  serous  or  aqueous  encysted 

Uodgkin,  of   secondary  cysts  witlnn    the  tumor  in  an  internal  situation;  our  other 

coats  of  the  original  one,  or  of  masses  of  case  shows  you  the  disease  in  sn  exfeertHl 

half  gelatinous  substance  in  numerous  oystSt  part.    I  have  not  proved  to  you,  indeed,  thai 

or  in  a  solid  shspe»  such  as  you  asay  see  in  it  is  a  case  of  the  kind,  but  I  believe  it  to 

these  preparations,    lliese  new  bodies  are  be,  and  I  will  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is 

often  called  malignant;   but  I  believe  that  so,  in  order  to  make  s<mie  remarks  on  the 

they  are  often  quite  free  from  malignant  pro-  nature  of  such  a  disease,  and  Of  its  treatment 

peities,  though  olosdy  resembling  the  cysts^  when  it  takes  place  in  the  neck,  whidi  is  m 


and  the  changes  of  these  cysts,  which  take    not  uncommon  situation  for  its  devdopment.- 
plaee  in  really  malignant  diseases.    Tliis  is    It  is  the  case  of  John  Morgan,  seventy-two 


•  subjectf  however,  which  we  will  not  at  yean  of  age,  or,  aa  I  was  recently  imuriUDaf 

present  enter  into.  seventy <eight,  whowas  admkted  into  Harris's 

Yon  wiU  find,  then,  that  there  are  cases  ward  May  26th,  with  a  large  tumor  oceu* 

of  aqueous  encysted  tumon  in  intemalsitua*  p^ing  the  right  skie  of  the  nedc ;  it  is  soft, 

tions,  whkh  are  often  firtal  in  their  effecta^  has  sn  even  surfsoe,  and  flnetuatea  distinctly  i 

espedally  aa  they  are  inaccessible,  snd  bO'*  the  trachea  and  oesophagus  are  pushed  by  it 

yond  the  reach  of  medical  or  surgical  reme-  quite  to  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  describing 

dies.    Our  patient,  Herbetii  supposing  her  a  oonsideraUe  curve ;  thefcsMls  art  pushed 

to  have  one  of  tliem  in  the  liver,  Ims  derived  to  the  outside,  at  least  the  carotid  artery  ean 

BO  advssitage  whatever  from  medicine,  and  be  felt  pulsating  along  its  outer  border ;  the 

living  in  the  service  of  a  medical  man,  she  sterno-mastoid  muscle  is  slso  pushed  to  the 

has  tried  a  great  variety;   nor  have  locsl  outside  above,  and  coven  it  in  part  below t 

remedies  any  ntaterial   power   over   audi  and  the  OBso*hyoideus  can  be  peraehed, 

cysiB  when  deeply  situated,  as  in  her  case,  when  he  swallows,  crossing  it  obliquely,  and 

where  it  is  within  the  abdominal  musdee,  it  is  oovcved  on  its  inside  by  the  steiaal 

even  if  not  in  the  liver.    Relief  or  cure  is  muscles,  the  sterno-hyoid  and  thyroid,  so 

therefore  to  be  expected  only  from  some  that  it  is  only  at  its  upper  part  that  it  coBaei 

operation,if  theyareaoeessibleto  thisat  all;  very   near  die  skin.      The  tumor  moves 

but  I  must  refer  to  the  18th  volume  of  ^e  flnsely  with  the  larynx ;  there  Is  no  pain  in 

Medioo-Chimrgieal  Transactions  for  a  frdl  it,  nor  any  impediment  to  respiraftMn  or 

account  of  the  treatment  neoeasary  for  these  deglutition,  notwithstuiding  the  great  eurve 

tumon  when  situsted  in  the  liver.  described  by  the  trachea  and  OBBOphagus. 

In  Herbert  you  have  sen  that  the  cyrt  There  b  no  apparent  enlargement  of  the 

haa  been  three  timas  emptied  by  the  trocar,  thyroid  gland,  and  the  tumor  is  large  enough 

and  the  former  operationa  have  not  been  probaUy  to  contain  six  or  eig^  ounesa  of 

suoeeeded  by  obliteration  of  the  sac  by  pres-  Hquid. 

sure,  which  is  probably  not  unfruquently  the        Hie  tumor,  then,  is  an  aqutomt  eecfsf sd 

case,  when  in  Uie liver,  as  insome  esses  which  fwiior  in  the  neck,  or,  ss  it  hss  been  esUed 

2  have  seen.    NsMier  was  there  any  suppn-  by  Maimoir  m^O^Beime,  who  fasife  given 
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called  hydatids — and  tihe  real  hjrdatid  tnmon  tion )  or  the  fluid  contanta  wiU  be  darkar 

of  the  liver,  such  as  are  seen  in  these  other  colouredi  and  mixed  with  coloured  blood,  ao 

preparations ;   the  cyst  which  contains  the  that  it  will  coa(pilate  from  this  cause,  wkh- 

hydatids  being  indeed  like  the  cyst  of  the  out  distinct  evidence  of  the    accratioii   of 

aqueous  tumor,  but  the  two  diseases  being  lymph  by  inflammation, 

otherwise  quite  different.    They  are  generally  In  a  third  case,  inflammatory  action  will 

called  serous  cysts  from  their  appearance ;  cauae  suppuration  in  the  oyits,  as  in  an  in- 

but  the  nature  of  the  fluid  secreted  by  them  teresting  case,  from  which  thia  pnyaratioB 

is  very  different  from  that  of  any  natural  was  taken,  of  aqueous  encysted  t«aior  of 

serous  membrane,  all  of  which,  except  the  the  kidney,  the  history  of  wluch  I  puhliafaed 

arachnoid,  secrete  a  liquid  containing  a  con-  in  the  same  volume  I  have  before  icfecied 

siderable  quantity    of   albumen,   which   is  you  to.    There  was  great  obscuity  as  to 

easily  precipitated  by  heat  or  nitric  acid,  the  nature  of  the  tumor  in  thia  case  till  i 

These  new  cysts,  on  the  contrary,  contain,  punctured  it,  and  let  out  eighteen  ouneea  of 

according  to  Dr.  Marcet's  analysis,  nothing  nearly  pure  water ;  when,  for  the  reaaon  I 

but  a  very  small  quantity  of  animal  matter,  have  already  given,  it  was  <:lear  that  it  was 

which  he  calls  muoo-extractive,  with  a  few  an  aqueous  cyst,  probably  from  ita  tttoatioa 

grains  in  one  thousand  of  saline  matter.   Mr.  connected  with  the  kidney.      It  fiUed  agaiB, 

Spitta  has  been  kind  enough  to  analyse  the  however,  and  became  of  immense  sixe,  and 

fluid  in  this  case,  and  finds  it  to  correspond  the  irritation  it  excited  carried  off  the  litde 

with  this  descriptionr ;   and  whenever  you  patient;  and,   on  examination,  out  of  five 

find  such  watery  fluid  in  the  body,  you  may  pints  of  fluid  which  it  oonlainrd,  a  qfagtei 

conclude  almost  certainly  that  it  comes  from  perhaps  was  fonned  by  a  aecretion  of  white 

an  artificial  cyst,  and  not  from  any  natural  purulent  liquid.    The  kidney,  as  yoa  nay 

cavity,  in  a  dilated  state ;  and  on  this  account  perceive,  was  quite  healthy,  with  a  aoiall 

I  prdfer  the  term  aqueous  cyst  to  the  more  one  separate  firom  the  natural  kidney« 

common  term  serous  tumor.  In  other  caaea,  again,  the  fluid  secwied 

I  do  not  wish  yon  to  understand,  however,  by  the  cyst  is  formed  of  a  thick  teaadoiia 

that  the  reverse  holds  good,  and  that  when  mucus;  this  may  be  found  in  other  8itBaliaaa» 

you  let    out   temm  (that  is,  transparent  bat  is  especially  oommon  in  the  ovariaa 

liquid,  holding  a  good  deal  of  albumen  in  cysts,  where  immense  quantitiea  of  it  ara 

solution)    the    fluid  is  always   n&eeuarilp  met  with.     It  would  ^pear  probable,  from 

secreted  by  a  natural  cavity.      On  the  coa«  the  observation  of  Dr.  Babiiijgton,  that  thia 

trary,  many  of  the  newly  formed  cysts,  at  a  is  the  result  of  an  inflammatory  change,  by 

subsequent  period  of  their  growth,  and  in  which  pus  would  be  secreted  wen  the  rest 

some  cases  even  when  the  cyst  is  of  small  of  the  fluid  add,  but  the  pus  is  converted 

size,  undergo  some  change  in  their  state,  by  into  mucna  by  the  alkaline  nature  of  the 

which  the  secretion  is  ^tered,  and  the  cyat  watery  part  of  the  liquid.    You  can  thns,  in 

also  changed.     Sometimes,  for  example,  the  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  observe  teaa* 

cyst  is  lined  by  a  thick  layer  of  lymph,  oous  mucus  and  pus  alternate  with  each 

which  at  first  sight  appears  to  be  a  large  other,  and  will  require  no  other  test  of  tha 

hydatid,  but  which  I  rather  believe  to  be  a  acidity  or  alkalescence  of  tha  urine, 

thick  mass  of  adhesive  lymph,  or  albumen.  Lastly,  yon  will  find  an  extiaordinary 

like  the  masses  often  seen  in  the  pleura,  extent  of  sloughiiig  and  fungooa  appearaoca 

which  exactly  fills  up,  and  is  in  contact  with,  when  aqueous  cysts  are  opened,  aa  in  thia 

every  inequality  of  the  interior  of  the  cyst,  cast  and  preparation  of  what  I  beUcf  e  tohava 

Here  is  such  an    appearance,  which  was  been  an  aqueous  encysted  tumor  of  the  liver* 

found  unexpectedly  in  two  cysts  in  the  liver  for  whichchange  I  mast  also  refor  to  my  paper* 

in  a  patient  of  mine,  who  died  of  some  other  I  may  observe,  indeed,  that  Dr.  Maloohnson 

complaint ;  you  may  see  the  cysts  of  consi-  has  sent  me  a  paper  oif  his,  intended  to  show 

derable  size,  with  their  lining ;  and  there  that  the  caaes  1  had  described  of  this  aiiyilar 

was  a  similar  one  in  one  lung  of  the  same  proceas  were  abscesaes  of  the  liver ;  but  ai- 

patient.       I    remember    a    patient    being  though  his  paper  sho?red  me,  what  I  had 

brought  into  the  hospital,  who  had  fidlen  not  myself  observed,  that  abaoeases  of  thia 

from  a  waggon  containing  some  empty  bask-  oigan  may  undergo  a  similar  slou^ung  pro* 

ets,  one  of  which  had  fallen  upon  bun,  and  cess,  there  were  many  drcumstaaces  lAick 

had  ruptured  a  very  lai^  cyat  of  this  kind  convinced  me,  as  the  preparation  perhaps  will 

in  the  liver,  containing  a  layer  of  this  lymph,  show  you,  th^t  those  I  had  published  were 

with  several  pinta  of  liquid.  not  of  this  description,  but  were  instances* 

At  another  time  there  will,  in  cases  of  in  all  probability,  of  sbscflSBSo  in  these  en* 

newly-formed  aqueoua  cysts,  be  evidence  of  cysted  tumors. 

inflammatory  action  afforded  by  portions  of  I  said  that  the  ^sts  also  undeigo  changes, 

ooagulable   lymph  floating  loosely  in  the  and  in  general  the  thinner  the  cyat  itself  tiie 

liquid,   which  will  itself  also  shew  that  it  more  simple  is  the  nature  of  the  fluid*     The 

containsa  good  deal  more  in  a  state  of  sola*  sacbccomea  by  degrees  (in  some  oases  only. 
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howevtlk',)  ddeker  and  more  deriie,  till  it  is  ration  or  dbugfaing  away  of  the  cyat,  which 
conterted  into  a  tough  fibrona  anbatance  of  took  place  in  the  girl  from  whom  this  cjit 
conaiderable  thicknesB;  ao  that  some  peraona  escaped:  riie  waa  tapped  by  Sir  Be^jaaoin 
have  called  them,  when  in  this  state,  fibrooa  Brodie,  and  some  aqoeons  fluid  eracciated 
tomors,  in  oontradirtinction  to  their  earlier  from  a  cyst  apparently  in  the  liver,  after 
condition  of  seroaacyats;  and  in  cysts  whose  wMch  a  good  deal  of  fever  and  irritation 
stracture  is  thus  fibrous  I  bdieve  the  secre-  ensued,  succeeded  by  adiBchaige  of  pus  from 
tion  is  alwaya  dbuminous  to  a  greater  or  less  the  bowels,  and  thai  thia  eyst  came  away, 
extent,  and  the  colour  also  is  generally  darker  which  looks  exactly  like  one  of  these  tumovs, 
than  in  thoae  of  thinner  texture.     And  then,  which  may  have  paased  into  the  colon,  just 
finally,  when  according  to  the  usual  laws  of  aa  the  contenta  of  hydatid  encysted  tumors 
tranfiformation  of  morbid  tissues,  a  thin  and  of  the  liver  so  often  escape  when  the  aame 
tcansparent  serous  eyst  has  been  converted  route  has  been  established  by  adhetion  and 
intoa  tonghfibroua  substance,  the  fibrous  cyat  ulceration.     The  operation  you  have  wit- 
may  Itself  undergo  another  conversion  into  neased  will  of  course  afford  the  patient  tem- 
bone ;  so  that  you  may  see  some  of  these  porary  relief,  but  probably  the  sac  will  fill 
serous  cytta  of  the  liver,  and  elsewhere,  more  sgsin  as  it  has  already  done,  tiioug^-  mudk 
or  less  osseous ;  hardly  any  part  of  the  sac,  more  slowly  than  is  usually  the  case  in 
in  a  few  instances,    escaping    the    ossific  similar  tumors  in  the  ovary.  You  have  aeen, 
process.  also,  that  the  danger  of  the  operation  ia  in<* 
There  is  yet  one  further  alteration  to  considerable ;  in  fact,  what  Uttle  irritatiMi 
which  the  aqueous  encysted  tumors,  and  in-  she  experienced  waa  rather  hysterical  than 
deed  almost  any  cyst,  are  occasionally  liable,  inflammatory, 
especially  in  some  situationa,  such  as  the 

ovary.     It  is  the  development  in  their  in-  II.  This  case,  then,  shows  yon  what  may  ba 

tenor,   in    the    manner  described  by  Dr.  the  course  of  a  aerous  or  aqueoua  encysted 

Hodgkin,  of   secondary  cysta  within    the  tumor  in  an  internal  situation;  our  other 

coats  of  the  original  one,  or  of  masses  of  case  shows  you  the  disease  in  an  external 

half  gelatinous  substance  in  numerous  cysts,  part.    I  have  not  proved  to  you,  indeed,  that 

or  in  a  solid  ahapCi  such  as  you  may  see  in  it  is  a  case  of  the  kind,  but  I  believe  it  to 

these  preparations,    lliese  new  bodies  are  be,  and  I  wiU  take  it  for  granted  that  it  ia 

often  called  malignant;   but  I  believe  that  so,  in  order  to  make  some  remarka  ontiio 

they  are  often  quite  ftee  from  malignant  pro-  nature  of  such  a  diaeaae,  and  Of  its  treatment 

perties,  though  closely  resembling  the  cysts^  when  it  takes  place  in  the  neck,  which  is  • 

and  the  changea  of  these  cysts,  whidi  take  not  unoonunon  stuation  for  ita  devdopment.* 

plaee  in  really  malignant  diseases.    This  is  It  is  the  caae  of  John  Morgan,  seventy-two 

a  Bubjectt  however,  which  we  will  not  at  years  of  age,  or,  aa  I  waa  reoently  informed^ 

present  enter  into.  seventy-eight,  whowas  admitted  into  Hania's 

You  wiU  find,  then,  that  there  are  oases  ward  May  26th,  witii  a  large  tumor  ooen<« 

of  aqueous  encysted  tumors  in  internal  situa-  pying  the  right  side  of  the  neck ;  it  is  soft, 

tioiis,  which  are  often  filial  in  their  effecta^  has  an  even  surface,  and  fluctoatea  diatinetlyi 

espedally  as  they  are  inaccessible,  snd  be-  the  trachea  and  cesophsgus  are  puahed  by  it 

yond  the  reach  of  medical  or  soigtcal  reme-  quite  to  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  deaeribing 

dies.     Our  patient,  Herbeft*  supposing  her  a  considfttJile  curve ;  the  vessels  ar^  pushed 

to  have  one  of  them  in  the  Ifver,  1ms  derived  to  die  outside,  at  least  the  carotid  artery  can 

no  advantsge  whatever  from  medicine,  and  be  fdt  pulsating  along  its  outer  bordsr ;  the 

living  im  the  service  of  a  medical  man,  ahe  stemo-mastoid  muscle  is  also  pushed  to  tiie 

has  tried  a  great  variety;   nor  have  local  ontaide  above,  and  covers  it  in  part  below; 

rsmedies  any  material    power    over   aueh  and  the  omo*hyoideu8  can  be  peroei%ed» 

cysts  when  deeply  situated,  aa  in  her  case,  when  he  swallows,  crossing  it  obliqudy,  and 

where  it  is  within  the  abdominal  musdea,  it  is  covered  on  its  inside  by  the  sternal 

even  if  not  in  the  liver.    Relief  or  cure  is  musdes,  the  stemo-hyoid  and  thyroid,  ao 

tbenfore  to  be  expected  only  from  some  that  it  is  only  at  ita  upper  part  that  it  comei 

operation,if  they  are  accessible  to  this  at  all;  very   near  ihe  skin.      The  tumor  moves 

but  I  must  refer  to  the  18th  volume  of  the  fk«dy  with  the  larynx ;  there  is  no  pain  in 

Me^Koo-Chicufgicd  Tranaactiona  for  a  foil  it,  nor  any  impediment  to  respiration  or 

account  of  the  treatment  neoeasary  for  these  deglutition,  notwithstanding  the  gteat  eurve 

tumors  when  situated  in  the  liver.  described  by  the  trachea  and  ceaephi^gua. 

In  Herbert  you  have  seen  that  die  cyst  lliere  is  no  apparent  enlargement  of  the 

baa  been  three  times  emptied  by  Ibe  trocar,  thyroid  gland,  and  the  tumor  is  large  enough 

and  the  former  operationa  have  not  been  probably  to  contain  six  or  d^  ounees  of 

•oooeeded  by  obliteration  of  the  sac  by  prea-  liquid. 

aure,  which  is  probably  not  unfraquently  the  Hie  tumor,  then,  is  an  aqmeout  meptitd 

case,  when  in  the  liver,  as  in  some  cases  which  tumor  in  the  neck,  or,  as  it  has  been  called 

1  have  seen.    Neither  was  there  any  suppu-  by  Maunoir  snd  O'Beime,  who  have  given 
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some  very  good  descriptions  of  the  disease  obliterated  in  erery  part,  and  tlie  thyroid 

when  situated  in  ^is  part,  kydroceU  qfihe  gland  qnita  healthy,  except  one  little  portian 

neck.  Considering  its  siae,  and  the  derange-  of  the  right  lobe,  the  size  of  a  nut,  which 

ment  of  parts  prc^oed  by  it,  it  excites  snr-  was  hard  and  chaUcy. 

prisingly  Bttle  disturbance  in  this  man ;  but  This  tumor  had  always  been  belieTedto  hen 

I  haye  known  the  tumor  occasion  by  its  brondiocde  or  enlargement  of  the  thyroid 

pressure  serious  disturbance  in  respiration  gland,  and  the  cyst  in  these  tumors  is  oAen 

and  deglutition,  with  bleeding  from  tiie  nose  supposed  to  be  fonned  by  the  growth  of  aooafl 

and  mouth,  and  affections  of  the  brain,  from  oneor  more  of  the  cells  of  that  gland ;  bat  in 

impediment  to  the  circulation  abore,  and  almost  erery  casethe  tumor  htt,  aain  that  I 

much  action  of  the  heart,  and  threatened  haye justnarratod,  nothing whaterertodowitii 

suffocation,  by  its  effects  on  the  larynx  and  that  body,  and  if  situated  near  the  thyroid 

lungs.    These  Tarieties  <tf  effects  depend  not  gland,  on  the  inside  of  the  sterao-maatoid 

only  on  the  sixe  of  the  tumor,  but  much  also  muscle,  the  cyst  is  precisely  of  the  same 

on  its  situation,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  nature  as  if  it  were  on  the  outside  of  the 

is  bound  down  or  left  unrestrsined  by  the  muscle,  witii  all  the  ressels  between  it  and 

muscles  and  fSud*,  and  other  adjacent  parts,  the  thyroid  gland. 

Sometimes  it  is  situated  entirely  on  the  in-  Before  operating  on  these  tumon  I  re- 
nde  of  the  mastoid  muscle,  on  one  or  both  commend  you  always  to  puncture  them  with 
sides  of  the  neck,  or  in  front  of  the  wind-  a  needle  to  ascertain  their  contents,  and  thin 
pipe,  when  its  pressure  will  be  great  on  the  small  needle,  like  a  cataract  needle,  hot 
important  parts  there  situated ;  sometimes  somewhat  larger,  or  a  gfooved  needle  Kke 
it  is  partly  to  the  outside  of  the  sterno-mas-  this,  will  gencmlly  empty  the  cyst,  or  neaiiy 
toid  musde,  or  entirely  to  its  outside,  abore  ao,  if  you  wish  io  do  it,  before  proceeding  to 
the  dsride,  when  its  effects  are  of  course  any  other  measures.  You  see,  by  the  caae 
much  less  serious ;  sometimes  it  is  only  at  I  haye  mentioned,  that  tiie  cyst  may  easily 
the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  near  the  jaw,  be  mistaken  for  a  solid  tumor,  especially  tf 
and  sometimes  it  is  found  in  all  these  situa-  it  is  coyered  and  bound  down,  a»  most  part 
tions  at  once.  of  the  tumor  of  our  present  patient  ia  con- 
Hie  largest  tumor  of  tins  kind  which  I  cealed  by  thick  muscles;  and  on  the  other 
had  eyer  seen  was  one  that  I  attended  about  hand  a  projecting  portion  of  the  solid  thyroid 
a  year  ago  with  Mr.  Langley,  which  had  gland  may  easily  be  mistaken  for  a  cyst.  A 
been  growing  for  tweWe  years  without  relief,  friend  of  mine  once  called  me  to  aee  a  lady 
as  the  patient  had  been  recommended  by  on  whom  he  had  begun  an  operation  on 
aeyend  surgeons  of  eminence  to  haye  hothing  what  he  thought  was  a  smdl  cyst,  but  he 
done  to  it,  under  the  belief  that  it  was  a  found  so  much  arterial  blood  coming  from 
solid  tumor.  It  probably  had  been  mvdi  it  that  he  left  her  sister  pressing  on  it  iHiile 
harder  and  more  solid  at  first,  but  when  I  he  came  for  me ;  we  fbund  it,  on  a  littk 
saw  it  there  was  no  difficulty  in  recognising  ftirther  exposure,  to  be  a  small  piece  of  the 
the  nature  of  the  ^sease ;  and  by  means  of  a  spongy  istiunus  of  the  gland,  and  alter  tying 
small  needle  I  immediately  eyacuated  frill  a  a  ligature  round  it,  tiiero  was  no  ftu^ier 
pint  of  reddish  serous  fluid.    At  tins  time  trouble. 

she  was  week  and  emaciated,  and  nearly  In  our  patient,  the  part,  eyen  where  nearest 

dying  from  its  effects ;  she  had  for  many  to  the  skin,  is  ooyered  by  some  dense  tuom^ 

weeks  been  unable  to  lie  down,  and  eyen  or  else  the  cyst  is  of  some  thickness ;  but  I 

when  asleep  in  the  sitting  posture,  was  con-  have  sometimes  known  the  sac  and  sikin  so 

stantiy  awakened  with  the  dread  of  impending  transparent  as  to  allow  the  light  of  a  candle 

suffocation ;  and  occasional  fits  of  difficulty  to  be  seen  through  it,  as  in  hydrocele  of  the 

of  breathing  urgentiy  threatened  her  life,  testis.    Hiis  was  the  case  in  a  patient  not 

The  tumor  filled  the  whole  space  from  the  yery  long  ago  in  the  hospital  under  Mr. 

jaw  to  the  dayides,  and  projected  so  much  Babington's  care  $  but  I  do  not  recollect  to 

forward  that  it  was  some  years  since  she  had  haye  seen  it  thus  transparent,  except  when  it 

been  able  to  depress  her  dun,  so  as  to  see  was  on  the  outside  of  the  mastoid  muscle, 

any  part  of  her  person ;  it  was  yery  irregular  between  It  and  the  trapesius  aboye  the  da- 

in  figure,  globular  portions  projecting  on  all  yicle. 

aidea  of  the  mastoid  muscles,  and  one  square  Except  where  the  sac  is  transparent,  the 

prominence  reached  oyer  the  right  daride  needle  is  not  only  sometimes  necessary  to 

npon  the  chest ;  and,  friom  the  anterior  part  prevent  the  errors  of  diagnosis  I  haye  al- 

of  the  tumor  oovering  it  completely,  no  part  luded  to,  but  because,  where  you  have  no 

of  the  windpipe  could  be  felt.  She  was  nearly  doubt  of  the  existence  of  fluid,  you  ought  to 

cured  by  the  means  presently  to  be  men-  know  the  nature  of  that  fluid  before  you 

tioned,  but  she  was  carried  off  about  six  determine  what  treatment  to  adopt.    There 

montha  afterwards  by  an  affection  of  the  are,  in  the  first  pkce,  cysts  of  arteriai  Mood 

f^»^^'  fonned  in  the  neck  in  connexion  with  the 

On  examination  I  found  the  sac  nearly  thyroid  gland.    Sir  B.  Brodie  was  rdattng 
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to  ne  ft  day  or  two  ago  a  case  in  whidi,  on  pnnctore,  when  periiapa  it  would  not  other- 
opening  a  cyft  in  this  aitnation,  he  fon^d  it  wtae  have  anawiared ;  but  I  believe  the  plan 
could  not  be  emptied,  but  continued  to  pour  will  not  effect  a  cure  when  the  cyat  is  thick, 
out  acariet bloody  which  waa  easily  atopped  by  or  much  covered,  nor  when  the  fluid  ia  thick, 
presanre,  and  the  fluid  aubaequently  waa  3.  After  the  fluid  has  been  let  out  by  the 
absorbed.  Hie  nature  of  the  diaeaaeinsnch  trocar,  a  atimulating  injection,  such  aa  one 
caaea,  and  the  neocaaity  of  the  caution  I  am  containing  iodine  or  aulphate  of  zinc,  has 
pressing  on  yon,  are  shewn  in  a  caae  which  been  aometimea  known  to  induce  adhesive 
occurred  to  Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  which  that  inflammation,  so  as  to  effect  a  cure ;  but  it 
gentleman,  after  opening  one  of  them,  lost  generally  fails  in  the  encysted  hydrocele  of 
his  patient  a  few  days  afterwards  by  repeated  the  spermatic  cord,  which  is  the  same  dis- 
luBniorrhagea.  The  tumor  was  oompMed  of  eaae ;  and  I  have  not  myself  tried  it  in  the 
several  cysts,  and  the  vessels  of  the  isthmus  aqueous  cyst  of  the  nedc.  1  know  no  ob- 
of  the  thyroid  gUoid  opened  into  these  cyats,  jection  to  a  trial  of  this  plsn,  if  the  cyst  is 
and  gave  rise  to  the  fhtal  haemorrhage.  tolerably  thin,  and  does  not  extend  in  aeveral 

In  the  second  place,  there  are  cysts  of  divisions  among  the  muscles,  ainoe  it  does 
venous  blood  occaaionally  met  with  in  the  not,  if  it  faila,  prevent  the  aubsequent  em- 
neck,  which,  Ukethe  preceding,  donOtadmitof  ployment  of  other  mcana,  which  will  gene- 
the  aame  free  meaaurea  that  may  be  used  in  rally  succeed. 

aqneouB  oysts.    Some  of  these  have  been  4.  These  means  are  such  as  induce  sup- 

described  by  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds;  and  I  pnrative  inflammation,  and  excite  a  continued 

remember  a  case  of  this  disease  in  an  out*  irritation  in  the  Interior  of  the  cyst.     One 

patient  of  this  hospital  many  years  ago,  in  method  of  this  kind  is  the  insertion  of  a  slip 

whom  the  tumor,  which  was  of  the  siae  of  of  lint  into  the  sac  through  an  incision  in  its 

an  orange,  was  punctured,  and  found  to  most  prominent  part,  and  keeping  it  there 

contain  dark  venous  Mood ;  it  waa  closed,  till  the  cavity  appears  nearly  obliterated  by 

but  the  man  not  being  willing  to  remain  contraction.      Sometimes  tliis  will  succeed 

went  home,  and  died  Portly  afterwards,  I  veryessily,  asinapatientofMr.  Babington's 

think  in  a  few  hours,  from  hatmorrhsge.    It  some  time  sgo,  whom  aome  of  you  may 

is  probable  that  these  may  be  connected  with  remember ;  but  it  is  not  always  free  from, 

the  thyroid  gland,  like  the  cysts  of  arterial  danger,  as  in  the  patient  from  whom  the 

blood;  but  I  do  not  know  from  any  dis-  cyst  in  this  preparation  was  removed  by 

section  whether  this  is  the  caae,  or  whether  operation,    the    opening   previously    made 

they  may  be,  as  Hey  suggests,  a  kind  of  having  bled  so  as  to  be  dangerous.    Hie 

aneurism  communicating  with  the  jugular  exdsion,  however,  was  unfortunately  followed 

vein.     From  the  early  age  of  aome  casea,  by   fatal  sloughing  of  the  cellular  tiaaue* 

and  their  curability,  I  do  not  think  the  latter  And  if  the  cyat  is  large,  or  divided  into 

conjecture  very  pxi>bable.  oompartmenta,  when  a  portion,  for  instance. 

Having  aaidthus  much  of  the  diagnosis  of  is  on  each  side  of  the  mastoid  muscle,  the 

these  tumors,  we  will  now  consider  the  simple  insertion  of  lint  will  generally,  I 

means  of   treatment   applicable  to  them,  believe,  be  insufficient,  and  the  continued 

which  must  depend  on  many  points — the  irritation  of  a  seton  is  a  better  method  of 

nature  of  the  fluid,  the  thickness  of  the  cyst,  treatment.    The  mode  in  which  it  may  be 

the  circumstances  of  the  patient,  and  ao  on.  need  ia  to  evacuate  the  fluid  at  one  end  of 

1.  You  may  puncture  the  cyat,  not  only  the  aac  by  a  email  hydrocele  trocar,  through 
to  ascertain  the  kind  of  fluid  it  contains,  and  the  canula  of  which  you  introduce  a  long 
the  thickness  of  the  cyst,  in  order  to  guide  probe,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
you  in  your  future  proceedings,  but  as  a  vesseto  and  other  important  parts,  and  de» 
palliative  means  of  treatment.  When  the  termine  in  what  direction  a  second  opening 
patient  is  afraid,  or  circumstances  do  not  may  moat  advantageously  be  made,  which  is 
at  the  present  time  allow  of  a  cure  being  generally  in  the  longest  diameter  of  the  sae* 
attempted,  the  fluid  may  be  evacuated  from  Some  persons  then  cut  down  upon  the  probe, 
time  to  time  by  a  small  hydrocele  trocar,  or  and  carry  the  silk  through  the  opening ;  but 
even  by  a  needle,  if  the  skin  snd  cyst  are  a  far  easier  method  is  to  employ  a  long  fine 
thin,  ao  as  to  allow  of  a  ready  escape.  I  trocar,  which  will  pass  through  the  canula 
have  thus  let  out  six  or  dght  ounces  repeat-  easily,  and  the  pointed  end  of  which  is  larger 
edly  without  seeing  any  bad  consequences.  than  the  rest  of  the  inatrument,  so  that  two 

2.  If  the  fluid  is  watery,  and  the  covering  or  three  threadsof  silk  in  the  other  extremity 
thin,  the  fluid  will  sometimes  be  absorbed,  (where  there  is  an  eye)  will  easily  be  carried 
and  the  cyat  obliterated,  by  a  atimulant  ap-  through  the  opening  made  in  the  akin  by  the 
plication  :  Pott'a  lotion  of  camphorated  point.  The  trocar  I  ahew  you  will  easily 
spirit  snd  goulard,  or  a  solution  of  muriate  make  the  opening  you  require,  and  with  it, 
of  ammonia,  or  a  atrong  solution  of  iodine  in  the  case  I  described  to  yon  before,  I  made 
and  iodide  of  potassium,  or  sn  ammoniacum  a  second  opening,  about  seven  inches  from 
plailer.    I  have  known  thia  succeed  after  the  firat,  fnm  one  aide  of  the  neck  to  tbe 
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other  acroM  the  trachea.  Where  the  sac  Is  tumor,  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  jostiied 
ef  a  ebmplicated  figure,  a  second  seton  in  doing  what  would  probably  oocaaon  a 
is  sometimes  necessary,  Which  may  be  in-  good  deal  of  irritation,  and  at  Us  age  camiot 
serted  at  a  subsequent  period  through  one  be  considered  free  from  actual  danger.  It 
of  the  openings  first  made,  so  as  to  pass  will  be  Tcry  easy  to  do  something  fHpffml 
across  a  portion  of  the  membrane,  which,  for  him,  if  the  tumor  is  found  to  iaoraaae, 
by  going  under  muscular  fibre,  may  have  a  or  gives  him  any  trouble,  and  in  the  maoi- 
sm^ communication  with  the  rest  of  the  time  he  may  use  a  stunulant  lotion  of  nl 
sac.  and  thus  be  beyond  the  influence  of  the  ammoniac*, 
first  seton.  6.  There  k  only  one  moie  nmaric  I  wHl 

The  introduction  of  the  seton  will  occasion  make  to  you,  which  is  to  caotioii  yon  agaiiMt 

hi  some  persons  a  good  deal  of  constitutional  attemptmg  to  remove  an  aqueous  eyst  in  the 

disturbance ;  and  you  must  especially  be  on  neck  by  operation,  as  being  both  umeoeBuy 

your  guard  against  the  formation  and  con-  and  .hazardous.     Mr.   Bransby   Cooper  in 

inement  of  foul  matter,  and  the  irritatiTe  one  case  began  an  operation,  beUering  the 

fever,  which  it  excites,  which  you  can  easily  tumor  to  be  a  solid  one,  but  vary  properly 

obviate  by  a  little  enlargement  of  the  most  de-  desisted  from  it,  and  cured  the  disease  by 

pendent  of  the  openings,  and  the  injection  of  a  suppuration,  when  it  was  found  to  be  a  cyst 

little  tepid  water  to  wash  out  the  cyst,  ftt>m  of  tiiis  nature.     If  you  desire  to  know  tlie 

time  to  time,  when  the  secretion  is  unhealthy,  eurtous  manner  in  which  the  vesaelB  and 

Sometimes  again,  if  the  seton  is  not  speedily  nerves  are  oonneeled  tfi^  the  oyst,  so  as  to 

followed  by  the  oontractiou  of  the  sac  into  a  be  ooneerned  in  an  operation,  tou  mi^  read 

kind  of  smus  along  the  track  of  the  silk,  yon  the  description  given  by  Dr.  Warren  of  some 

can  assist  its  operation  by  injecting  a  little  cases  of  this  kind,  and  that  eqjually  whether 

stimulant  of  sine,  Of  ioS&e,  or  caustic  aolu-  the  tumor  be  at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck, 

tlon.  or  high  up  on  the  inside  of  the  msstoidmus. 

The  time  you  should  continue  the  seton  ele  below  the  jaw ;    almost  every  nerve  and 

varies  according  to  its  effects,  but  six  or  vessel  of  these  parts  requiring  to  he  dis- 

seven  weeks  will  be  generally  enough.    Mr.  sected,  notwithstanding  the  tempting  iadlity 

•Bransby  Cooper  has  published  a  case  in  apparent  before  the  operations  were  b^gun. 

which  Uie  irritation  was  so  great  that  he  was     

oblimd  to  remove  the  silk  in  a  few  days}  

but  I  have  not  seen  this,  nor  do  I  think  vou  ON  THE  DETECTION  OF  ARSENIC. 

need  expect  it  in  any  case,  if  you  attend  to  

™:?  r^Jl.rr^^'I^l^'^  Th.  foUowlng  important  report  was  ««i  at 

"^r^J^   u    J  L    .^rL^^r^'iJ  '  the  AcademiB  dcTsciences.  on  the  14th  of 

on  the  other  hand,  the  irritation  is  too  httle,  t««-  k    m^^  w^cu«»,  uu  u«c  xiw  « 

or  the  sinus  is  extensive  under  the  mastoid  •"^'  °J    j  "^P**'"*  •■—  .  _.  „  _ 

«^  ^ZI^J^llum^^lMAY^^      e^^Vk  The  Academy  has  chaiiged  M.M.  Thenard, 

or  otiier  muscles,  you  had  better  let  tiierfk  p^  Boussidngault,  uid  mysdf,  to  give 

remain  in  for  several  months,  till  the  cyst  ^^^*  «vi«»«*j5«im*,  ouu  uijpvw,  w  ^ti^ 

i/^j^i      ^       JT^L^  ™  •  report  on  several  memoirs  and  comma- 

has  evidently  quite  contncted. nications  addressed  to  it  concerning  the  em- 

r.Ll^^.  l^d^S'fim^saS^^^  ?^-*  ^'^'jt  "^JT^Jf  "'^ 

iSXdtheiiterioroflhecyst,^^  KS^SS*"     (""«  ^^^^'^  *^  "^"^ "^ 

4hNn  the  trachea  to  the  acromion,  under  the        n^uv*—  ^^J^^^,  ««••«•  *k« %*.- M..f^.» 

mastoid  muscle,  with  nitricadd,  to  destroy  ,„  2±"JS^ JS  h^™^^^ 

it,  and  on  the  fourth  day  it  see^  to  have  ^^^  ^'*^;  f^^  brfore  mentionmg  t^ 

u,  auu  vu  uiQ  iwuTbu  u»7  n  kicukw  w  wtv:  expenmeuts  wMch  we  have  made  to  verifv 

nearly  succeeded,  when  the  man  was  unfor-  itlI^i*\JI!^il      •  T     ^T  *  IT*^ 

*«».^i«r    m^mmi^lA  ««»ii  M.««ni.i..      1   .1a  thcm,  it  appesTS  to  US  indispensablo  to  ststc, 

tunatdy   attacked  with  «7sipelas.     I  do  ^^  j^    VTpossible,  the  rtateof  the  qu«! 

not  recommend  this  method,  however,  unless  vT^    T^"/  "J  i'*'"~"*'^»  "*«  •»«««  i.     jLtT. 

««y  other  fcU.,  on  «x»aDt  of  th.  W"  ^^^^^  7^^  iZrjff^  S 

■of  tU«  kind,  which  mar  ute  ft«m  taTLe,  ^  i^S^r^.i^.!"  ™  J2?^  5!?^ 

tMddM  the  eomiection  of  the  nc  with  the  *»>»  ""«•»»  oJManh.w»ratM,  to.  «id  then 

3?,  whiTl  «Sl  feel  with  my  iidger  ^  ~  J^'LiST^.Iv?*  '""^- 

in  th«t  eue,  «id  which,  in  the  di»ertio.n  S^^Tw^^fl^^'^'^^T^S^ 

b«Te  mede,  mey  "l-ort  be  .dd  to  form  the  ^!^.'^j!Sf^^''f^*^  unportent 

back  of  U.;  c^ ;  the  ■«;  being  otremety  2^?"/*^?^^ "^  J^ "Pf™^ 

thin  behind,  end  in  dote  contLt  with  th^  ^^J^J"^""^  propontion.  to  be  e^ 

'^w'to  ^  p^t  petient'i  cee  I  hid  \  ^"^''  P"?"  *"»!'  ""de™  •""•Ible 

inloided  to  kt!i«t  (be  IkU  end  empk>r  •  Tjjhrwof  «*«ioui,*ndinehqmd;  q>ot. 

«ton,  bdiefing  Mm  to  h«e  been  n^  begm  to  appear  with  hgpid  conteimny  only 

younger  than  he  proves  to  be ;  but  in  a  man     »iooflpoo*       

of  seventy-eight  years  of  age,   wto  real^  *  The  patient  in  ftict  would  not  even  allow  it 

^auliers  scarcely  any  mconvemence  tkom  the  to  be  punctufed  with  a  needle. 
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2.  The  spots  Are  not  shewn  better  when  a  shonld  be  disposed  in  the  following  man- 
hir^t  quantity  of  liquid  is  employed  in  the  ner : — A  straight-necked  and  wide- mouthed 
apparatos  than  when  a  smaller  quantity  is  flask  is  closed  by  a  cork  bored  with  two 
nsed,  provided  the  same  proportional  quan-  holes.     Through  the  first  of  these  holes  a 

•tity  of  arsenious  acid  is  present ;  but  they  straight  tube,  one  centimetre  in  diameter,  is 

fonn  during  a  longer  period  in  the  first  than  passed  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  flask ,  and 

in  the  second  case.     It  thenoe  results  that  in  the  other  is  placed*  a  narrow  tube  bent  at 

there  is  an  advantage  in  concentrating  arse-  a  right  angle.  The  end  of  this  tube  is  placed  in 

nical  solutions,  and  in  operating  on  a  small  another  larger,  about  three  decimetres  long, 

volume  of  the  liquid ;  for  much  more  intense  filled  with  amianth.   A  tube  of  hardly  fusible 

spots  are  thus  obtained.  glass,  two  or  three  millimetres  in  diameter, 

3.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  when  is  adapted  to  the  other  end  of  the  amianth 
it  is  desired  to  produce  spots  by  means  of  tube,  and  is  drawn  out  at  its  entrance,  and 
Marsh's  apparatus,  to  place  in  the  way  of  enveloped  for  a  short  distance  with  gold  or 
the  gas  a  tube  three  d»nmetres  long  filled  silver  leaf.  The  flask  must  be  able  to  con- 
with  amianth  or  with  cotton,  in  order  to  catch  tain  all  the  liquid  to  be  tested,  and  to  l^ave 
the  little  drops  of  solution  which  are  always  still  an  empty  space  equal  to  about  one-fifth 
carried  forward  mechanically  by  the  gas ;  of  its  total  capacity.  It  must  be  remem- 
otherwise  one  is  exposed  to  the  danger  of  bered,  however,  that  it  is  important  that  the 
obtaining  oxi- sulphate  of  zinc,  which  often  volume  of  the  Uquid  should  not  be  too 
presents  the  appearan>:es  of  arsenical  spots.  considerable,  if  the  liquid  to  be  examined 

4.  The  process  proposed  by  M.  Lassaigne  be  one  that  contains  only  traces  of  arsenical 
may  produce  good  results.  It  consists  in  matter.  The  disengagement  tube  is  termi- 
maidng  the  arsenluretted  hydrogen  gas  pass  nated  en  biseau  at  the  end  which  is  passed 
through  an  exactly  neutral  solution  of  into  the  flask,  and  carries  a  little  hollow 
nitrate  of  silver,  then  decom|x>sing  the  sphere  at  some  part  of  its  vertical  branch. 
Uquid  by  chlor-hydric  acid,  evaporating  it  to  This  disposition  is  not  indispensable,  but  it  is 
drive  off  the  adds,  and  then  testing  the  re-  convenient,  because  it  condenses  almost  all 
sidue  with  the  arsenic-reagents.  It  is  es-  the  water  that  is  carried  up  by  the  gas,  and 
pecially  convenient  for  transferring  into  a  makes  it  fall  back  into  the  flask. 

■mall  quantity  of  the  liquid  a  very  small  The  apparatus  being  thus  disposed,  soma 

portion  of  arsenic  existing  in  a  large  volume  laminse  of  zinc  aro  introduced  into  the  flask, 

of  liquid  which  cannot  be  concentrated  by  then  a  layer  of  water  to  close  the  aperture  of 

evaporation,  and  consequently  for  permitting  the  safety-tube,  and  then  alittle  sulphuricacid. 

one  to  f  obtain  much  more  marked  arsenical  The  hydrogen  which  is  disengaged  drives  Che 

spots  by  treating  the  nqw  oonoentrated  ar-  ttr  out  of  the  flask.    The  tube  is  now  heated 

senical  liquid  in  a  very  smaU  Marsh's  appa-  with  a  coal  fire  at  the  part  which  is  enve- 

ratns .  Only  care  must  be  taken  not  to  decade  loped  with  gold-leaf ;  a  small  screen  being  in- 

on  the  presence  of  arsenic,  because  the  so-  terposed  to  prevent  the  parts  too  far  off  from 

lation  of  nitnte  of  silver  is  rendered  turbid,  being  heated.     When  the  tube  is  red  hot, 

and  lets  fidl  a  deposit  during  the  passage  of  the  suspected  liquid  is  introduced  by  the 

the  gas,  ainoe  the  deposit  may  be  produced  open  tube  through  a  fine-tubed  funnel,  so  as 

by  gases  not  arsenical  when  juixed  with  by-  to  make  it  descend  along  the  walls,  and  pre- 

drogea,  and  even  by  hydrogen  alone  if  the  vent  it  from  carrying  air  into  the  flask.     If 

operation  is  earned  on  uncfer  the  inflncnce  the  disengagement  of  gas  is  lessened  after  the 

of  bgfat.    The  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  introduction  of  the  liquid,  a  small  quantity 

may  be  replaced  by  one  of  chlorine,  or  of  an  of  sulphuric  acid  must  be  introduced,  and  the 

alkaline  chloride.  operation  must  be  made  to  go  on  as  slowly 

5.  Hie  plan  pointed  ont  by  MM.  Ber-  and  as  regularly  as  possible. 

adios  and  liebig,  and  varionaly  modified  by  If  the  gas  contains  arsenic,  it  is  deposited 

iTi— iiw  and  Kaupmann  de  Colmar,  demon-  in  the  form  of  a  ring  in  the  part  of  the  tube 

•traites  quantitieB  of  arsenie  which  are  not  which  is  anterior  to  the  heated  pert.    The 

aiiown  at  ail,  or  only  in  a  doubtful  manner,  gas  which  is  disengaged  from  tiie  tube  may 

by  the  apots.    This  plan  therefore  presents  be  set  fireto,  in  Aider  to  try  and  collect  spots 

liie  advantsge  of  condensing  the  arsenjc  in  a  on  a  little  cover  of  porcelain ;  or  the  tube 

in«eh  more  complete  manner;  only  it  will  may  be  bent,  and  have  its  extremity  passed 

fraqaently  happen  that  the  arsenic  will  be  into  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  to  con- 

foond  mixed  with  sulphuret  of  arsenic,  which  dense,  if  necessary,  the  last  portion  of  arsenic. 

may  alter  its  colonr,  especially  if  the  arseni-  The  arsenic  bemg  dieposited  in  the  tube  in 

cal  substance  exists  in  small  quantity.  the  form,  of  a  ring,  it  is  very  easy  to  deter- 

It  is  to  this  last  plan  that  your  commis-  mine  all  the  physical  and  chemical  properties 

sioners  give  the  preference  for  separating  which  characterize  that  substance.    Thus, 

arsenic.      They  thmk  that  the  apparatus  one  may  determine  easily,  first,  Its  volatility; 
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secondly,  Its  change  into  a  white  powder*  S.  It  ii  of  the  greateat  tmportanoe  that 
anenicraa  acid,  when  the  tnbe  b  heated  the  carfoonization  of  the  organic  matter  ihoold 
during  the  paaaage  of  a  current  of  air  through  be  oompleto;  without  thk  one  obtaina  ooC 
it ;  tUrdlj,  by  beating  a  little  nitric  add  or  only  a  liquid  which  i^ows  mouldy  in  the 
aqua  regia  in  the  tube,  the  arsenious  ia  made  Marsh's  apparatus,  but  this  liquid  may  pro- 
to  pass  into  arsenic  acid,  which  is  veiy  duce  spots  which  sometimes  present  moefa 
soluble  in  water.  The  liquid,  cantionsly  resemblance  to  arsenical  spots.  These  spots, 
evaporated  to  dryness  in  a  litde  porcelain  which  were  first  Obsenred  by  M.  Orfilny  are 
capsule,  will  gire  a  brick  red  precipitate  often  produced  in  great  abundance  when  the 
when  some  drops  of  a  neutral  solution  of  organic  matter  has  been  only  partially  de- 
nitrate  of  silver  are  poured  into  the  capsule;  stroyed.  Tliey  proceed  from  the  earbooa- 
and  lastly,  when  all  these  trials  have  been  ceoua  gas,  paitly  decomposed  in  the  flame, 
made,  the  arsenic  may  be  again  produced  in  but  are  very  easily  distinguished  by  eheoucsl 
its  metallic  state.  For  tins  purpose  it  is  reagents  from  the  true  anenical  spots.  The 
sufficient  to  add  a  small  quantity  of  black  latter  dissolye  instantaneously  and  in  the 
flux  in  the  little  capsule  in  which  the  precipi-  cold  in  a  few  drops  of  nitric  add ;  the  solu- 
tation  by  nitrate  ot  sUver  has  been  effected,  tion,  evaporated  to  drive  olT  the  excess  of 
to  dry  the  mixture,  and  introduce  it  into  a  nitric  add,  and  tiien  treated  by  neutral  nitrate 
little  tube  closed  at  one  end  and  drawn  out  of  silver,  gives  a  brick  red  depoett  of  arseniate 
at  a  lamp.*  By  submitting  the  part  of  the  of  silver :  while  the  non-srsenicsl  qnits  dis* 
tube  which  contains  the  mixture  to  a  full  solve  with  more  diffic^ty  in  nitric  add,  and 
red  heat,  the  arsenic  passes  to  the  metallic  there  always  remain  some  paiticiea  of  brown 
state,  and  forms,  in  the  very  narrow  part  of  matter  which  do  not  disappear  till  the  add 
the  tube,  a  ring  which  presents  all  the  phy-  is  heated ;  and  when  aU  is  dissolved,  the 
sical  characters  of  arsenic,  even  when  only  solution,  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  trcsted 
very  small  quantities  of  that  substance  exist,  by  nitrate  of  silver,  gives  a  yellow  deposit  of 

6.  It  is  easy  to  find,  in  commerce,  zinc  phosphate  of  silver.  Thus  nothing  is  move 
and  sulphuric  add  which  do  not  give  any  easy  than  to  distinguish  these  firom  the  true 
signs  of  containing  arsenic  with  a  Marsh's  arsenical  spots.  If  the  latter  are  rtiiiinsiliis 
apparatus,  even  when  considerable  quantities  mixed  with  foreign  matters,  aa  happena  when 
of  zinc  are  dissolved.  The  sulphuric  add  the  carbonisation  of  poisoned  food  haa  been 
which  we  employed  was  purificxl  by  distil-  imperibct,  then  these  chancten  beoome  leai 
lation,  and  the  zinc  was  laminated  zinc  in  striking;  but  these  spots  may  give  rise  to 
fine  slips.  very  serious  mistskes  if  the  experimenter 

In  all  cases  it  is  indispensable  to  test  contents  himself  with  physical  chancten 

previously,  with  the  greatest  care,  all  the  which  resemble  one  another, 
substances  to  be  employed  in  researches.        9.  As  to  the  arsenic  whidi  has  been  an- 

We  even  think  that  some  preliminary  at-  nounced  to  exist  in  the  healthy  human  body, 

tempts  do  not  give  a  suffident  guarantee  of  all  the  experiments  which  we  have  made, 

security ;   and  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  both  on  the  muscles  snd  on  the  bones  (and 

experimenter  to  make,  at  the  same  time  as,  on  soup)  kme  yiom  w  mgaiioe  r^ntitt. 
or  directly  after,  his  examination  of  the        10.  The    oommisnon,    therefore,  thinks 

poisoned  substances,  an  exactly  similar  blank  that  Marsh's  method,  applied  with  all  the  pre* 

experiment,  employing  all  the  samefeagents  cautions  that  have  been  pointed  out,  is  sufli- 

in  the  same  quantities  ss  in  the  real  operation,  dent  for  medico-legal  researehea,  in  wbodi 

7.  The  processes  of  carbonization,  of  the  the  quantities  of  arsenic  which  it  is  required 
animal  matter  by  nitric  add  or  nitrate  of  to  detect  are  almost  always  much  greater 
potass  may  succeed  completely ;  but  still  it  than  those  of  which  the  sensibility  of  this 
sometimes  happens  that  one  cannot  prevent  apparatus  *>««M<w  us-to  determine  the  exist- 
a  very  vivid  deflagration  at  the  end  of  the  ance.  Understuiding  dearly,  however,  that 
experiment ;  and  this  may  give  rise  to  a  it  must  always  be  employed  aa  a  means  qf 
notable  loss  of  arsenic.  The  carbonization  wneetUraHng  the  metal  for  the  purpoae  of 
by  concentrated  sulphuric  add,  and  the  studying  its  chemical  characten,  and  that 
treatment  of  the  resulting  material  with  one  must  consider  as  n«//,  or  a/ /sat/ «s  eery 
nitric  acid  or  aqua  regis,  appears  to  us,  in  a  dauk^,  the  indications  which  it  will  furnish, 
great  number  of  cases,  preferable.  This  plan,  if  the  deposit  which  is  formed  in  the  anterior 
which  is  suggested  by  MM.  Danger  and  part  of  the  tube  does  not  permit  the  ez- 
Flandin,  requires  the  employment  of  a  much  aminer,  on  account  of  its  slight  thickness,  to 
smaller  quantity  of  the  reagent ;  it  is  always  verify,  in  a  precise  manner,  the  ^^mnif^l 
easy  to  conduct,  snd  when  properly  executed  characters  of  arsenic. 

is  accompanied  by-  the  loss  of  a  very  small 

quantity  of  arsenic ;  and  even  this  loss  may 

be  avoided  by  carrying  on  the  carbonization  ■ 

in  a  glass  retort  connected  with  a  redpient. 
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DRUGS   ON   SALE   IN  THE   ENGLISH  MARKET, 

With  their  Prices  aad  Mveral  Duties. 

(From  the  Official  Returnt,  Aug.  10,  1841.^ 


Aloes,  Burbadoei,  D.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bd c 

Cape,  BD c 

Anise, *Oil  of,  German,  d.p — lb 

B.1. lb 

AsafoetidSt  B.D.     ...•« c 

Balsam,  Canada,  d.p lb 

Copaiba,  bo lb 

Pern,  BD lb 

Bemoin  (best)  BD c 

Camphor,  nnreflned,  bd c 

Cantoariaes,  D.p lb 

Caraway,  Oil  of,  D.p lb 

CascariUa  or  Bleutheria  Bark,D.r.c. 

Cassia,  Oil  of,  BD lb 

Castor  Oil,Bast  India,  bd lb 

West  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  Iftlb 

Castoreom,  American lb 

d.p.       Hudson's  Bay lb 

Catechu,  BD.  Pale    c 

Dark 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (Crown) .. . .  lb 

BO.  Bed    lb 

Yellow  lb 

Colocynth,  Turkey  lb 

D.p.      Mogaoors lb 

Calnmba  Boot,  BO c 

Cubebs,  BD c 

Gamboge,  BD c 

Gentian,  d.p.  >..^ -•  c 

Guaiacum,  d.p lb 

Gvm  Arabic, Turkey, fine,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  . .  c 
Barbarv,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  D.p c 

E.  I.  fine  yellow,  bd.  c 
Do.  dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senegal  garblings,  d.p.  ....  c 

Trsgacanth,  D.p c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p.  ....  lb 

Ipecacuanha  Root,  B.D lb 

Jalap,  BD lb 

Manna,  8aky,  BD lb 

SiciOan,  BD lb 

Musk, China,  BO.    •....ox 

Myrrh,  East  India,  bo ••  c 

Turkey,  BO. c 

Nnx  Vomica,  bo lb 

Opium,  Turkey.  BO lb 

Peppermint,  Oil  of,  F.  bo lb 

Quicksilver,  bd • ••  lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bo lb 

Dutch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  bd lb 

SaAron,  French,  BO lb 

Spanish lb 

Sarsapariua,  Honduras,  bo lb 

Lisbon,  bd lb 

Scammony,  Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Aleppo    lb 

Senna,  East  India,  bd lb 

Alexandria,  d.p lb 

Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Tripoli,  D.p lb 


Pbicb. 


£   a,  d,       i£  jr.  d, 

15    0  0  to  SO    0    0 

5    0  0        10    0    0 

9  10  0         S  10    0 


50    0    0 


0    8    9 


0   0    6 


1  16  0 

S  15  0 

19    0  0 

0    1  0 

13    0  0 

7  10  0 


13    0    0 
0    0    3 


0    9    6 


0    9    0 


0 
0 
0 


7 
9 
8 


0 
0 
6 


0    19 


1 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  5 

1  8 
1  8 
1  8 


Duty 

•ad  5  per  cent. 


»,    d, 

iBP.lbO    9? 
JF.    IbO    8S 


F.    IbO 
F.    Ibl 


E.  I. 

c 

lb 

c 

lb 

c 

c 

lb 

lb 

lb 

lb 

c 


\ 


lb 

lb 
lb 
c 

c 
c 


\ 


e 

c 

lb 

lb 

lb 

lb 

01 

c 

lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 
lb 


lb 
lb 


( 


1 
6 
0 

4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
4 
0 
1 
1 

0 
1 


0 
0 

4 
4 
6 


4 
4 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

4 
3 

6 
0 


0    1 
0    9 


9 
6 
0 
0 
0 


6    0 


6 

6 
6 
0 
1 
0 

0 

6 

6 


0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
6- 

3 

0 
0 


0 

1 

F.lb   1 


9    6 

r  0 
4  0 
1 
0 

0 

0 
6 


1 
0 


lb        9  6 

E.LlbO  6 

lOther^,  J 
\  sorts 


Duty 

Paid. 

Tn  1M1. 

tolMtwerk. 

Snine  tiiBP 
in  1640. 

92,985 

63,173 

608 

18 

969 

303 

613 

63 

433 

10,035 

858 

33,405 

2,089 

531 

574 

54 

3,973 

456 

809 

36 

189 

10,497  . 

951 

13,336 

1,684 

(  4,434 

4,485 

341 

436 

38,969 

36,380 

50,485 

35,055 

5,383 

5,636 

7,991 

90,649 

33 

838 

53 

7,491 

94,377 

33 

363 

1 

5,078 

4,730 

5,133 

3,508 

10,175 

47 

1,996 

7,144 

36,438 

14,305 

148 

1,935 

4,750 

97,913 

7,969 

9,919 

615 

1,957 

67 

115 

554 

18,635 

1,488 

188,005 

16,798 

973 

97,991 

3,665 

910,915 

8,178 

13,866 

15,966 

1,100 

1,679 

77,649 

77,690 

4,313 

7,495 

59,335 

54,636 

48,833 

43,005 
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ERECTION  OP  A  NEW  HOSPITAL 
IN  PARIS. 

It  iB  said  that  the  Municipal  CouDcil  has 
determined  on  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital 
for  chronic  diseases  in  the  northern  part  of 
Pajris,  near  the  church  of  St.  Vincent  de 
Pkul.  It  is  to  contain  600  beds:  300  for 
men,  and  300  for  women,  in  separate  build- 
ings. —  L'Esaminateur  Medical,  a  new 
weekly  Sunday  joarnal,  edited  by  MM.  De- 
chambre  et  Aug.  Mercier. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

The  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  on  Wednesday  the  4th  inst. 
made  their  Annual  Report  of  their  proceed* 
ings  to  the  Court  of  Assistants,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  during  the  past  year,  429 
candidates  had  presented  themselves  for  ex- 
amination. That  of  that  number  363  had 
received  a  oertificate  of  their  qualification  to 
practisei  and  13  had  been  thought  deserving 
of  the  especial  commendation  of  the  Court 
for  general  proficiency  in  the  subjects  of 
examination* 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

Thuraiay^  Augtut  12,  1841. 

J.  T.  Jackaon»  Oxford.  ~  J.  Todd,  Hartfield 
Sussex.— E.  B.  Tucker,  Bxeter.— J.  Lord,  Bury, 
Lancashire.  —  L.  Pursley,  Wilvelcscombe.  —  J. 
Honrh,  Richmond,  SurrBy.  —  W.  P.  Hodgson, 
Stockton,  Warwickshire.  —  B.  Roberts,  Syden- 
ham, Kent. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OF  anrTLEMBN  ADMITTED  MEMBERS. 

Monday  Atigust  %  184L 

T.  W.  Jones.— vr.  H.  lUter,— C.  H.  Dobson.— 
H.  A.  Lee.— B.  ChesshiK.- R.  S.  Leggatt.— R.  H. 
Williams.— J.  a  Wells.— C.  White. 

Friday^  Augutt.XZ, 

T.  Coates.— J.  Rogers.— G.  J.  Gates.— John 
Cockin.— F.  W.  R.  Smith.- W.  G.  Gregory.- 
T.  G.  Dixon — J.  L.  Paterson.- R.  T.  Whitehead. 
— G.  B.  Dunsterville— B.  H.  Derriman.— G.  R. 
Irons,— C.  h.  Leete.— H.  E.  Beck. 


RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Mr.  Brett's  Practical  Essay  on  some  of 
the  principal  Surgical  Diseases  of  India. 
Calcutta,  1840. 

On  the  Construction  and  Management  of 
Hospitals  &r  the  Insane ;  with  a  particular 
Notice  of  the  Institution  at  Siegburg.  By 
Dr.  Masdmilian  Jacobi.  Translated  hj  John 
Kitching.  With  Introductory  Obsenrations, 
Jcc.  by  Samuel  Tuke. 


A  TABLE  OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  7th  Aug.  1841. 

Small  POX 9 

Measles  IS 

Scarlatina  ^ 

Hooping  Cough S7 

Croup  4 

Thrush    '. ..  6 

Dlarrhcea    7 

Dysentery  S 

Cholera    1 

Tnflaenza 1 

Typhus    SI 

Erysipelas 4 

Syphilis  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  130 
Diseases  of  the  Luujcb,  and  other  Organs  of 

RMpiration 919 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-Te?sels  ....  ll 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  93 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  he 4 

Childbed 2 

Ovarian  Dropsy  O 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 5 

Rheumatism « 4 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 9 

Ulcer    O 

Fistula   O 

Diseases  of  Sktn,  ftc I 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 89 

Old  Ar:c  or  Natural  Decay 47 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance    19 

Causes  not  specified  « 3 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 759 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kepi  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51^  37'  ZV'N. 
Longitude  0°  3' 61"  W.  of  Oreenvick. 

August* 
Wednesday  11 
Thursday 
Friday.  . 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Tuesday 


Thbrmombtbe. 

BABOMKTBn. 

11 

fh>m  54toM 

29-45  to  99^ 

la 

46      69 

29*80       99*89 

13 

42      65 

99-94        99-76 

14 

45      67 

29-58        99-67 

15 

49      66 

99-67       99-76 

16 

59      70 

99-78       99-90 

17 

66      79 

29-90        29-98 

Winds,  W.  and  S  W. 

On  the  11th,  morning  orercast,  with  rain ; 
otherwise  clear.  The  12th,  clear.  The  13tb, 
cloudy ;  rain  in  the  mornin^r  and  afternoon .  The 
14th,  morning  overcast,  with  heavY  showers; 
otherwise  clear.  The  15th,  generally  clear;  a 
few  drops  of  rain  in  the  artmoon.  The  I6th« 
clear,  except  the  evening.  The  17th,  generally 
cloudy. 

Bain  fallen,  -96  of  an  inch. 

NOTICES. 

We  thank  Mr.  Blake  for  his  paper  on  the 
Mesmeric  imposture ;  hut  we  tliink  that  the 
proceedings  of  M.  Lafontaine  require  no 
further  exposure ;  they  have  aheady  ceased 
to  attract  the  public  attention. 

J.  B.  B.— The  papers  are  not  of  a  *1dnd 
of  which  we  have  any  present  need.  They 
are  left  at  our  office. 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skiver  Street,  Lordon. 
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LECTURES  handled.    And  nntU  a  very  lato  period  in 

oir  TRB  ^^  history  of  medicine — ^antil  our  own  timesi 

in  fact — the  diagnoais    of   the  formidable 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  maladiea  that  befiiU  the  riacera  of  the  thorax 

PHYSIC,  ^^  exceedingly  uncertain  and  imperfect. 

n  f       ^   *  MT-    f   r>  t,        r     ^^  Phyaidana  were  able  mdeed,  by  the  obaer- 

Delwered  at  KingU  College,  London,  ^^^  ^f  indirect  symptoms  that  dedand 

Bt  Dr.  Watson.  themselves  through  the  systemat  Urge-by 

tne  presence  of  inflammatory  fever,  I  mean 
—to  infer  that  inflammation  had  beisn  some- 

LxCTURK  XLVII.  where  lighted  up  :  and  symptoms  that  de- 

IHieaiee  fif  the  norax.     Geneml  obeerva^  !«^^'*"'^'*  ^u"'^^^*  "^  u*l^  '!!?*"'^^ 

Hon,.    Dyepna^a.     Cough.     Method,  qf  fS^^"'^''^^'   difficult  breatinng    or 

M^^fs^^Mj,  JhM  ^h4»mi^i^A4tinmM  «/■  tkm  ******  pam— might  suffice  to  apprize  them 

^2L^/if  J^n^S^^/iiS  ^^  tibTinflaEJmation  was  sit^ted  in  the 

c^^Mt^  the  eeme,  qf  Mtght,  touch,  and  ^^^     ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  .^   ^^^^  ^^^^ 

^^'  was  ita  exact  place,  what  was  its  extent,  or 
From  the  throat — and  especially  from  that  what  were  its  physical  effects — these  were 
part  of  it  with  which  we  were  last  occupied—*  points  concerning  which  they  had  no  meana 
the  transition  is  natural  and  immediate  to  of  obtaining  any  precise  knowledge.  ''Under 
the  thorax.  Now  the  interior  of  the  chest  the  title  of  pneumonia  or  pneumonic  inflam- 
is  the  theatre  of  numeroas  and  most  impor-  mation,"  says  Cullen,  "  I  mean  to  oompre- 
tant  morbid  changes.  In  that  cavity  are  bend  the  whole  of  the  inflammations  affecting 
lodged  two  out  of  the  three  organs  most  either  the  viscera  of  the  thorax,  or  the  mem- 
essential  to  life.  The  heart,  and  langs,  and  brane  lining  the  interior  surface,  of  that  ca- 
brain,  have  been  said,  by  a  bold  figure  of  vity :  for  neither  do  our  diagnostics  serve  to 
Mieech,  to  constitute  the  tripod  of  life  :  and  ascertain  exactly  the  seat  of  the  disease,  nor 
the  two  former  are  planted  in  the  thorax,  does  the  difference  in  the  seat  of  the  disease 
In  the  same  division  of  the  body  lie  also  the  exhibit  any  considerable  variation  in  the  state 
great  blood-vessels,  and  many  other  parts  of  of  the  symptoms,  nor  lead  to  any  difference 
acarcely  less  consequence.  With  respect  to  in  the  method  of  cure."  You  will  see,  aa 
the  heart,  its  alternate  swinging  movement  we  proceed,  how  very  inaccurate  this  laat 
cannot  long  be  suspended,  and  the  patient  statement  would  be,  if  it  were  made  under 
continue  to  live  :  and  three  minutes'  total  our  present  mode  of  investigating  these  dis- 
intemxption  to  the  play  of  the  lungs  would  eases.  '*  Pneumonic  inflammation,  (he  con- 
in  most  cases  be  irremediably  fatal.  And  tinues)  however  various  in  its  seat,  seems  to 
leaser  impediments  to  the  fi^  working  of  me  to  be  always  known  and  distinguished  by 
either  of  these  two  vital  organs  are  productive  the  foUowing  symptoms : — Pyrexia,  difficult 
of  great  distress,  and  lead  oftoi  to  conaecu-  breathing,  cou^  and  pain  in  some  part  of 
tive  changes  of  a  very  aerious  nature  in  the  thorax." 
various  other  portions  of  the  body.  I  state  these  things  to  you— 'who  do  not 

lliese  parts^  of  which  the  function  is  so  recollect  the  time,  as  I  do,  when  no  medical 

indiapensable,  and  of  which  the  diaordcM  are  man  in  this  country  could,  with  truth  and 

ao  grave  and  perilous,  are  encased  in  such  a  candour,  say  more  of  his  knowledge  of  dis- 

manner  by  the  ribs  and  other  bonndariea  of  eases  of  the  chest  than  Cullen  said— that 

the  cheat,  that  they  can  neither  be  seen  nor  you  may  the  better  estimate  the  exceeding 

717. — ^xxvin-^  3  I  y 
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yalue  of  the  diiiooTerf  of  what  is  called  the  with  hurry,  or  effort,  or  umuml  downeae* 
method  of  auscultation,  in  tl^e  detection  Dyspnoea  implies  some  deriation  Irom  tlkc 
and  discrimination  of  disease;  and  most  natural  manner  or  rate  of  alternately  expand- 
particularly  of  thoracic  disease.  In  the  ing  the  thorax,  and  suffering  it  to  coUapae 
present  day  we  are  able  to  obtain  more  accu-  again  ;  of  inspiring  and  expiring :  in  one 
rate  information  respecting  the  disorders  of  word,  of  breathing.  The  patient  himself 
the  parts  contained  in  the  chest,  than  of  any  may,  or  may  not,  be  conscious  of  this  deria- 
other  internal,  and  therefore  invisible  parts  tion.  In  most  of  the  cases  in  which  dyspnoea 
of  the  body.  Indeed,  in  a  yast  number  of  claims  to  be  regarded  as  a  symptom,  he  is 
instances,  we  can  tell,  as  positiyely  as  if  we  conscious  of  it.  Now  upon  what  does  this 
saw  them,  the  actual  condition  of  the  thoracic  symptom  depend?  It  may  .ultimately  be 
Tiscera :  can  follow,  step  by  step,  the  sue-  referred  to  an  altered  proportion  between  the 
oessiye  processes  of  disease  or  of  repair,  in  quantity  of  atmospheric  air  that  reaches  the 
which  they  are  involved.  We  can  penetrate  lungs,  and  the  quantity  of  blood  that  is  aent 
beyond  the  symptoms  which  denote  deranged  into  them,  to  be  converted  from  venous  to 
function,  and  detect  and  understand  those  arterial,  from  the  right  side  of  the  heart, 
much  less  fallible  symptoms  which  arise  lliat,  doubtless,  is  at  the  bottom  of  almost 
from  alterations  of  structure.  And  this  vast  every  case  of  dyspnoea.  Let  me  remind 
addition  to  our  pathological  knowledge  has  you  that  respiration  is  an  antomatic  move- 
been  given  us  by  the  simple  application  of  ment ;  subject  nevertheleas  to  the  occasional 
one  of  our  five  senses  to  the  investigation  of  control  of  the  will.  Tlie  pulmonary  brandies 
disease,  the  sense  of  hearing,  which  for  so  of  the  par  vagnm  constitote  tbe  principal 
many  centuries  had  been  (strangely  as  it  now  and  constant  exeitoTf  as  the  nerves  that 
seems)  neglected,  or  but  Uttle  used.  By  the  supply  the  muscles  of  respiration  are  the 
assistance  of  the  ear  it  has  come  to  pass  that  motor  links  of  the  nervous  chain  by  which 
those  diseases  which,  besides  being  the  most  the  automatic  movements  are  governied.  It 
common  and  the  most  destructive,  were  also  is  believed  that  the  presence  of  venous  blood 
the  most  obscure,  are  now  better  understood  in  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  lungs  forms 
than  the  diseases  of  any  other  internal  part  the  naturid  stimulus  to  the  pulmonary  part 
whatever.  of  the  par  vagum.  In  the  onUnary  breathing 

The  direct  symptoms  which  arise  out  of  the  of  a  healthy  person,  this  stimulus  or  impres- 

changed  conditions  of  the  parts  affected  in  tho-  sion  is  not  felt :  perhaps  because  being  slight 

racic  complaints,  are  so  mixed  up  with  aU  that  and  habitual,  and  exactly  apportioned  to  the 

we  know  or  can  learn  of  such  complaints,  that  need  of  the  individual,  it  is  not  attended  to  : 

what  in  all  other  cases  is  called  the  morbid  or  it  is  at  once  appeased  by  the  admission  of 

anatomy   of  a    disease,    becomes,  here,  a  air,  and  the  corresponding  change  in  die 

part  of  its  history.     I  shall  not  say,  there-  blood.     But  when  the  change  is  not  imme- 

ibre, — as  in  regard  to  many  other  maladies  I  diately  or  perfectly  accomplished,  thenarises 

am  obliged  or  I  find  it  convenient  to  say —  the  distressful  sensation  which  every  body 

so  and  so  are  the  symptoms ;  and  afterwards,  has  felt,  but  which  our  own  language  has  no 

so  and  so  are  the  morbid  appearances :  but  one  word  to  express.    The  Frendi  call  it  the 

I  shall  describe  the  morbid  conditions  in  the  betoin  de  retpirer.     The  English  phraser 

outset,  as  the  only  way  of  rendering  the  want  qf  breathy  denotes  the  peculiar  senaa- 

symptoms  which  flow  out  of  them  intelli-  tion  equally  weU.     It  calls  into  exercise,  fre- 

gible.  quently,  the  volontery  power  of  performing 

But  before  I  enter  upon  the  subject  of  tiie  mechanical  acts  of  breathing — a  power 

auscultation,  it  may  be  useful  to  make  a  few  which  is  superadded  to  the  automatic  process, 
remarks  upon  those  symptoms  of  thoracic        Various  are  the  ways  in  which  the  natural 

disease  wUch  were  previously  known,  and  manner  and  frequency  of  the  respiratory 

which  arise  out  of,  or  rather  which  express,  movement  may  be  deranged.     They  were 

derangement  of  the  pulmonary  functions.  iSilly  considered  when  I  was  on  the  subject 

One  of  the  most  constant,  and  obvious,  of  death  by  apnoea.    They  all  operate,  ulti- 

and  distressing,  and  instructive    of   these  mately,  by  destroying  the  just  equilibrium 

symptoms,     is    embarrassed    or    laborious  between  the  blood  and  air  which  meet  to 

breathing :  what  is  technicaUy  called  d^ftp'  undergo  chemical  changes  in  the  longs.    We 

naa.    You  know  that  in  a  healthy  adult,  have  lately  been  considering  certain  diseases 

under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  act  of  re-  in  which  the  difficulty  and  distress  of  breath- 

spiration  is  performed,  unconsciously  almost,  ing  is  often  extreme.     In  croup,  and  laryn- 

about  eighteen  times  in  a  minute.     There  is  gitis,  the  only  inlet  for  the  air  is  narrowed 

about  one  ad  of  respiration  for  every  four  at  its  very  entrance :  there  is  more  blood 

beate  of  the  heart.     In  various  diseases  this  passing  through  the  lungs  than  can  be  ar- 


again  let  out  of  the  lungs,  are  performed    mora  numerous  acte  of  ippiration  for  the 
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diminiahed  amonnt  of  air  introdtioed  by  each  drciilation  in  feren,  any  obstacle  to  the  free 
single  act.     For  a  time  these  compensatory  passage  of  the  blood  from  the  heart  mto  the 
efforts  may  safBce.     Bat  if  the  access  of  air  arteries,  will  tend  to  gorge  the  Imigs  with 
be  still  impeded,  the  blood  begins  to  circa-  blood,  to  destroy  the  reqoisite  eqailibriam 
late  in  the  arteries,  bat  half  decarbonized ;  between  the  air  and  the  blood  in   those 
and  to  linger  and  stagnate  in  the  lungs :  the  organs,  and  so  give  rise  to  dyspnoea, 
l^bttcome  livid,  and  the  skin  dusicy.    Make,  Other  conditions  still  may  be  mentioned, 
however,  a  free  opening  in   the  pipe  that  as  predisposing  to  harry  of  the  breathings — 
aboold  oQwlact  air  to  the  longs,   and  the  a  pecahar  state  of  the  nervous  system ;  cer- 
balance  befipaaa  the  blood  in  the  lungs  and  *  tain  qualities  of  the  blood : — but  I  need  not 
the  air  that  reaches,  than  being  restored,  the  dwell  on  these  at  present, 
dyspnoea  is  soon  at  an  end.    The  quantity  There  are  two  important  corollaries  de- 
of  blood  being  the  §am9  tibeOt  but  the  air  rivable  from  what  I  have  now  been  stating, 
inspired  too  little,  there  will  bft  dyspnoea.  In  the  first  place  you  must  perceive  how  ia- 
And  the  very  same  thing  occurs  wiiinever  a  timately  the  functions  of  the  heart  and  lungs 
portion  of  lung  from  being  spongy  is  raoidly  are  dependent  upon  each  other ;  and  that 
rendered  solid.     No  air  can  then  penetKate  disease  originating  in  either  of  these  vital 
it ;  nor  perhaps  any  blood :  but  the  same  organs  may  readily  be  the  cause  of  consecn- 
quantity  of  blood  as  before  arrives  at  the  tive  disease  in  the  other.     We  shall  have 
right  side  of  the  heart,  and  is  transmitted  many  examples  of  this  before  us  as  we  pro- 
thence  through  the  pulmonary  artery :  and  ceed.     It  would  afford  materials  for  an  in- 
consequently  those  portions  of  the  lungs,  teresting  essay,  this  mutual  interdependency 
which  are  pervious   to  blood  and  air,  are  of  cardiac  and  pulmonary  disease.     At  pre- 
supplied  with  blood  in  excess,  and  require  sent  I  merely  glance  at  it  in  passing, 
air  in  excess  :  i.  e.  dyspnoea  is  necessitated.  In  the  second  place,  what  I  have  said  of 
And  you  will  perceive  that  similar  conse-  dyspnoea  must  have  sufficed  to  show  you 
quences  may  arise  from  any  pressure  made  that,  taken  by  itself,  it  has  not  much  value 
upon    the   lung  obliterating  in  a   certain  as  a  diagnostic  symptom.     All  that  it  tells 
degree  its  cellular  structure ;   as  by  fluid  us  is,  that  the  healthy  and  natural  relation 
collected  in  the  pleura ;   by  enlargement  of  between  the  quantity  of  blood  and  of  air  in 
the  heart ;  by  aneurism  of  the  great  vessels  ;  the  lungs  is  disturbed :  but  to  determine  the 
by  tumors,  of  whatever  kind,  within  the  chest ;  cause  of  that  disturbance — to  decide  whether 
or  by  pressure  upwards  against  the  diaphragm  the  heart  be  in  fault,  or  the  lungs,  or  both, 
by  reason  of  a  distendcMi  abdomen,  whether  or  neither — we  must  have  recourse  to  other 
the  distension  be  occasioned  by  disease,  such  sources  of  information, 
as  ascites,  or  by  obesity,  or  by  a  full  stomach.  Cough  is  another  of  the  symptoms,  men- 
or  by  a  gravid  uterus.     A  like  disproportion  tioned  by  Cullen,   as  denoting  disordered 
will  ensue,  if  the  free  expansion  of  the  tho-  function  of  the  breathing  apparatus.    I  need 
racic  cavity  be  prevented  by  pain,  by  disease  scarcely  tell  you  that  it  is   produced  by 
or  rigidity  of  its  boundaries,  or  by  palsy  of  its  closing  the  glottis,  and  then  making  a  sudden 
muscles  through  interruption  of  the  netvous  and  strong  expiration.     Its  purpose  is  the 
circle  whereon  their  contractions  depend.  dislodgement  of  mucus  which  may  have  col- 
But  on  the  other  hand  the  balance  may  be  lected  in  excess  in  the  air  passages,  or  any 
destroyed  from  the  opposite  quarter :  the  air  other  source  of  irritation  to  the  membrane 
admitted  during  a  single  ordinary  inspiration  lining  those  parts.  To  be  effectual  it  requires 
being  the  same,  the  quantity  of  blood  re-  the  admission  of  a  certain  quantity  of  air, 
quiring  to   be   converted  from  purple  to  and  the  possession  of  a  certain  degree  of 
scarlet  may  be  augmented ;  and  in  that  case  muscular  strength.     I  pointed  out  to  you, 
also,  in  order  to  maintain  the  due  equilibrium,  in  the  last  lecture,  a  remarkable  exemplifi- 
more  numerous  acts  of  respiration  must  be  cation  of  this :  the  boy  whose  case  is  de- 
performed:   in  other  words,  dyspnoea  will  scribed  by  Mr.   Chevalier  in  the  Medico- 
arise.  This  is  the  case  under  strong  exercise:  Chirurgical   Transactions,    was    dying    of 
the  pressure  of  the  muscles  upon  the  veins  croup ;   was  on  the  brink  of  being  suffo- 
propel  their  contents  with  greater  velocity  cated  by  the  collection  of  mucus  in  his 
towards  the  right  side  of  the  heart ;   the  heart  windpipe  and  bronchi,  which  mucus  he  was 
contracts    more  frequently   in  proportion;  unable  to  expel:   and  he  was  unable,  not 
it  is  more  rapidly  filled  with  blood;  a  greater  from  deficient  muscular  strength,  but  be- 
quantity  than  usual  is  sent  through  the  pul-  cause  he  could  not  inflate  his  lungs  beyond 
monary  artery  to  the  lungs ;  and  the  iodi-  the  collected  mucus,  in  a  sufficient  degree, 
ridual  breathes  more  quickly,  to  supply  this  When  an  ample  opening  was  made  in  his 
augmented  quantity  of  blood  with  air :  he  is  trachea,  he  drew  in  a  strong  breath,  and 
out  of  breath,  in  a  state  of  dyspnoea.    But  coughed  the  mucus  up  through  the  rima 
this  is  not  disease.     Disease,  however,  will  glottidU,  In  old  and  feeble  persons  labouring 
often  have  the  same  effect.    The  quickened  under  chronic  bronchitis  with  profbse  secre- 
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tion  from  the  mucous  surface,  strength  u  of  the  spinal  cord,  between  the  origim  of  tlii* 

often  wanting  to  cough  the  phlegm  up  ;  and  phrenic  nerre  and  of  the  intcroMtal  nenc». 

they  die  suffocated.  rendering  the  patient  unabie  to  nam  thm ; 

But  the  sensation  which  prompts  to  the  or  the  same  inabiiitp  may  remit  from  di^ 

act  of  coughing  may  arise  from  many  other  cose  of  the  longs  tbcmselTes.   The  fjiiiptoii 

causes  besides  tibe  accumulation  of  mucus  in  may  guide  us  at  once  to  the  aeat  itf  iir 

the  air  passages.   Any  slight  irritation  about  malady.     Again,  the  breathing  may  be  ni. 

the  glottis;  a  long  and  trailing  and  tickling  tirely  thoraeic^  no  motion  of  the  abdomia 

UTula  ;  the  inspiration  of  irritating  vapoure ;  taking  place  ;  and  this  may  depend  npcn  u 

pressure  of  any  kind  upon  the  respiratory  affection  of  the  diaphragm,  or  of  thr  plcan 

organs ;  may  any  of  them  produce  cough,  which  is  reflected  OTer  it ;  or  opoo  dt«iir. 

Nay,  it  sometimes  is  provoked  by  sympathy  accompanied  with  tenderness,  withio  thr  ib. 

I  with  other  parts ;  an  instance  of  which  we  domen — upon  peritonitis  for  eiample ;  nr 

have  in  what  is  called  a  stomach  cough,  upon  mere  distension  of  the  abdosMB.    ()r 

Some  morbid  condition,  some  irritation  of  by  lookini^  at  the  naked  dieat,  yon  nsT  Me 

the  stomach  exists,  which  being  appeased,  that  one  side  of  it  moves,  and  that  tke  oibcr 

the  cough  ceases.     You  will  recollect  the  moves  less,  or  does  not  move  at  all :  and  tLr 

name  and  the  functions  of  the  pneuwiO'  motionleas  side  may  be  of  the  natunl  me  a» 

ffiutrie  nerves.     We  have,  in  the  fact  just  compared  with  the   other,  or  it  may  br 

mentioned,  another  example,  in  addition  to  pinched  up  and  oontracted,  or  it  oity  be 

those  whidi  I  glanced  at  in  a  former  lecture,  round  and  bulging;   and  most  iiiiportai.t 

of  irritation  of  the  sentient  extremities  of  conclusions,  and  most  important  indiotkm 

one  branch  of  a  nerve,  declaring  itself  by  of  treatment,  will  flow  fnm  a  knowblie  of 

uneasy  sensations  excited  in  other  branches  these  drcumstanoes.     The  gencnl  fona  ^ 

of  the  same  nerve.     For    these    reasons,  the  chest  is  also  instructive.    Nerer  bci^. 

therefore,  cough  is  not  more  diagnostic  of  then,  to  examine  the  thorax,  in  aan  wbrrr 

particular  diseases  situated  in  the  thorax,  it  is  supposable  that  the  dinaae  b  aeatoi  n 

than  is  dyspnoea.  There  are,  indeed,  certain  that  part  of  the  body,  by  your  cyr,  w  vril 

varieties  of  cough,  as  there  are  certain  modi-  as  by  your  ear*    The  eye  needs  hot  htk 

fications  of  the  breathing,  from  which  we  training  to  enable  it  to  peroeive  andeoBprr- 

may  obtain  very  useful  information  even  in  hend  those  signs  which  are  within  its  spbm : 

respect  to  the  nature  and  seat  of  some  dis-  the  ear,  nnfortonately,  requires  to  be  oire- 

eases :  and  these  varieties  and  modifications  fdlly  educated.     I  will  jnst  remark,  fritbrr. 

I  will  point  out  as  I  go  along.  that  in  the  case  of  females  no  indeticile  ei> 

Let  me  admonish  yon,  also,  before  we  posnre  of  the  person  need  be  made.  In  vm^ 

come  to  auscultation,  not  to  fall  into  an  cases  the  morbid  conditions  I  have  bem  «i- 

error  which  has  been  too  common ;  that  of  verting  to  may  be  recogniaed  throogfa  a  tkia 

trusting  entirely  to  the  ear  in  the  investiga-  linen  covering. 

tion  of  thoracic  disease,  to  the  neglect  or        Auscultation  signifies  the  investigttioB  of 

exclusion  of  those  phenomena  which  are  internal  diseases  thronf^  the  sense  of  beurat: 

discoverable  by  the  eye,  or  the  hand  ;  or  of  and  it  is  especially  applicable,  for  re»^ 

those  indirect  revelations  which  are  furnished  which  1  either  have  stated  or  will  state.  tA 

by  the  condition  of  other  parts  and  functions,  the  study  of  thoraeie  ^i^^f^it^.     In  its  fv3 

or  by  the  previous  history  of  the  patient,  meaning  it  includes  all  that  we  lesra  Kr 

Even  before  the  discoveries  of  Avenbru^^er  listening  to  a  cough,  and  all  that  we  gatbcr 

and  Laennec,  physidans  were  too  remiss  by  strildng  the  chat,  and  listening  to  \k 

(if  we  may  judge  from  their  writings)  in  resulting  sound.     But  in  general,  die  too 

what  may  be  called  the  mechanical  cxplora.  pereustion  is  used  to  express  this  last  ni«W 

tion  and  observance  of  the  actions  of  respi-  of  eliciting  information,  although  the  infiA* 

ration.     A  good  deal  may  be  learned,  some-  mation  is  conveyed  through  the  asediBni  ^ 

times,  by  merely  placing  one's  hand  upon  the  ear:  and  the  word  auscultation  t»  8fi|>brJ 

the  chest,  or  belly,  as  I  shall  explain  more  to  the  art  of  di«tingfii»hi||g  ijiirasn  bt  h»* 

^  particularly  by  and  by  :   and  a  great  deal,  tening  to  internal  sounds,  by  mesns  of  tbr 

also,  may  be  made  out,  in  some  cases,  by  ear  placed  in  apposition  with  the  suriw  <« 

the  simple  inspection  of  those  parts,  when  the  body,  or  by  means  of  some  condocinr  i^' 

they  are  uncovered.     You  may  see,  for  ex-  sound  interposed  between  the  ear  of  the 

ample,  that  the  ribs,  in  respiration,  scarcely  listener  and  the  person  of  the  patienL    !> 

move  at  all,  while  the  belly  rises  and  falls  .the  first  of  these  two  modes  the  aoscultit>m 

alternately  with  the  descent  and  ascent  of  is  said  to  be  immediate;  in  the  ttcani. 

the  diaphragm.     This  is  called  abdominal  mediate.     By  percussion  we  ascertain  tbe 

reapiraHon.     It  may  arise  from  a  painful  degree  of  resonance,  or  want  of  nansnr;. 

condition  of  the  intercostal  muscles,  or  of  of  the  part  struck :  by  anscultaCioo  vr  lnr> 

the  plenne,  rendering  the  patient  ununiUng  to  the  qualities  and  modifications  of  the  vot^. 

elevate  his  ribs;  or  it  may  arise  from  disuse  as  reflected  through  the  diest;  and  of  t^ 
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breathing ;  and  of  the  sounds  of  the  heart,  by  fluid  for  example,  you  will  hear  a  dead 

The  invention  of  the  method  of  percussion  sound.    So  you  will  if  the  lung  be  there,  but 

we  owe   to   a  German,  Avenbrugger,  who  has  lost  its  spongy  character,  is  void  of  air, 

wrote  an  excellent  treatise  upon  it,  which  and  somehow  or  other  solidified.     But  you 

was  brought  into  notice  by  Corvisart,  who  may  have  a  resonant  sound,  though  the  lung 

translated  it.     For  the  more  brilliant  dis-  is  in  a  state  of  disease  ;  nay  though  the  lung 

covery  of  auscultation-  we  are  indebted,  as  is  not  there :  so  that  percussion  alone  cannot 

every  body  knows,  to  Laenncc.  always  be  depended  upon.     I  shall  tell  you, 

Now  it  will  save   us  much  trouble,  and  hereafter,  how  to  guard  against  being  misled 

conduce,  I  hope,  to  your  future  progress  as  by  it  in  such  cases.     Again,  if  you  strike 

practical  auscultators,  if,  before  I  speak  of  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  you  will  get  a 

any  of  the  diseases  of  the  chest,  I  premise  positively  dull  sound,  or  at  any  rate  a  mnch 

some  general  observations  respecting  these  duller  sound  than  in  most  other  parts  of  the 

modem  methods  of  examining  the  human  chest. 

body,  with  the  view  of  detecting  and  dis-  It  is  really  a  singular  thing,   that  this 

criminating  its   diseases.     Indeed,  I  could  method  of  searching  fbr  indications  of  dis- 

not  make  myself  intelligible  unless  I  did  so.  ease,  and  of  health,  should  have  been   so 

And  first,  with  respect    to   percussion,  long  neglected  or  overlooked  in  our  pro- 

which  you  will  please  to  recollect  is  nothing  fession.     I  am  sure  that  I  had  a  practical 

else  tluin  auscultation  of,  or  listening  to,  acquaintance  with  the  principle  of  percussion 

sounds  which  we  ourselves  artificially  and  long  before  I  knew  any  thing  of  physic;  and 

purposely  produce.  so,  I  make  no  doubt,   have  most  of  you. 

You  know,  every  child  knows,  by  daily  Mitny  a  time,  when  wishing  to  know  where- 
experience,  that  different  substances,  when  abouts  I  might  drive  a  nail  firmly  into  a 
struck,  give  out  very  different  modifications  wall,  I  have  tried  with  the  hammer  to  find 
of  sound.  If  you  strike  a  drum,  you  get  one  which  was  brickwork,  and  which  was 
kind  of  sound ;  if  you  strike  a  brick  wall,  wooden  joist ;  and  percussion  is  an  art  in 
you  get  another.  The  one  is  loud,  trembling  daily  use  for  similar  purposes,  with  carpen- 
OS  it  were,  and  prolonged;  the  other  dull,  ters  and  bricklayers.  Yet  it  does  not 
short,  and  fiat.  But  I  need  not  attempt  to  appear  to  have  been  thought  of  by  phy- 
describe  in  words  things  which  are  familiar  sicians  till  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
to  you  already.  Bodies  that  are  solid,  or  when  Avenbmgger,  after  studying  its  results 
inelastic,  give  the  dull  flat  sound  in  propor-  for  seven  years,  as  he  tells  us  inter  tadia  H 
tion  to  their  solid  thickness,  or  their  want  of  Idboretf  published  at  Vienna  his  '*  Inventum 
elasticity.  On  the  other  hand,  hollow  ves-  novum,  ex  percussione  thoracis  humani, 
sels,  t.  e,  vessels  containing  air,  with  thin,  ut  signo,  abstrusos  intemi  pectoris  morbos 
firm,  elastic  boundaries,  give  out  a  sound  detegendi.''  This  was  almost  totally  neglect- 
more  or  less  approaching  in  its  qualities  to  ed  however,  until,  as  I  stated  before, 
that  of  a  drum :  the  sound  is  called  a  hollow  Corvisart's  celebrated  work  on  diseases  of 
sound  from  that  circumstance.  If  you  have  the  heart  brought  it  into  general  notice, 
a  wooden  cask  containing  air  only,  it  is  Avenbrugger  and  Corvisart,  and  indeed 
resonant  when  struck ;  fill  it  half  full  of  every  body  who  used  percussion  at  all,  until 
water,  and  the  lower  part  will  render  a  flat  a  very  few  years  ago,  employed  direct  per- 
sonnd,  the  upper  empty  portion  a  hollow  cussion :  that  is,  they  struck  the  chest  with 
sound ;  less  hollow,  however,  than  when  the  the  extremities  of  their  fingers.  More  re- 
vessel  contained  no  water :  fill  it  up  with  cently,  mediate  percussion  has  been  intro- 
water,  and  the  whole  is  dull  on  percussion :  duced  into  practice,  by  M.  Piorry.  In 
pour  out  the  water,  and  fill  it  loosely  with  mediate  percussion  some  solid  substance 
wool — ^it  will  stUl  be  resonant,  though  in  a  is  placed  upon  the  spot,  the  resonance  of 
<lifferent  and  less  dear  note  than  when  it  which  is  about  to  be  explored,  and  the  blow 
beld  air  alone.  is  made  upon  that  substance,  which  is  called 

Now  this  exi)eriment  may  be  transferred  a  plesimeter — a  blow-measurer.     A  round 

to    the    human  chest,   which  is  a  cavity,  thin  plate  of  ivory,  laid  fiat  upon  the  surface, 

bounded  by  firm,  thin,  tense,  and  elastic  is  the  most  common  sort  of  pleximeter ;  or 

walls,  and  containing,  in  its  natural  state,  metal,  or  wood,  or  leather,  or  India  rubber, 

the  spongy  lungs,  which  are  fiill  of  air,  and  may  be  employed.      Many  persons,  and  I 

other  parts  that  are  solid ;  of  which  the  heart  am  one  of  them,  use  no  other  pleximeter 

is  the  diief.     If  you  strike  the  sarface  of  the  than  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand, 

chest  (it  requires  a  little  knack  to  do  it  pro-  I  shall  explain,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the 

perly),  and  if  the  blow  falls  over  a  portion  method  of  employing  percussion,  and  the 

of  healthy  lung,  yon  will  produce  a  resonant  cautions  requisite  to  render  it  an  effectual 

or  hollow  sound.     If  the  lung  be  not  there,  and  a  true  interpreter  of  the  state  of  the 

if  it  be  pushed  aside,  and  its  place  supplied  parts  beneath  the  stricken  surface, 

by  some  more  solid  or  inelastic  substance,  The  position  of  the  patient  is  of  some 
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oonteqnenoe.     It  shonld  be  one  that  is  con-  spots  on  the  two  ndes  be  thodbn  both 

venient  to  the  examiner,   and  -not  incon-  struck,  either  while  the  diest  iicxpuded. 

yenient  to  himself;   and  it  shonld  be  one  or  while  it  is  collapsed,  or  while  the  ptticat 

calculated  to  render  the  part  struck  as  firm  holds  his  breath. 

and  tense  as  possible.    The  best  position  of  Thirdly,  you  must  take  csre  to  tbnkt  tbr 

all  is  a  sitting  position,  on  a  firm  chair,  corresponding  parts  at  the  same  ingle,  nA 

But  you  may  percuss  a  patient  very  effec-  not  with  the  fingers  perpendicalsr  to  the 

tnally  as  he  sits  up  in  bed,-  or  while  he  surface  on  one  side,  and  inclined  obliqsdT 

stands,  or  some  parts  eren  when  he  is  lying  to  it  on  the  other :   also  to  strike  oonv* 

down.      A  good  deal  is  said,— more,  in  my  sponding  parts  with  the  seme  degree  of  fbrre. 

opinion,  than  is  necessary, — about  the  effect  And  the  blow  should  not  be  hard  enoogb  u 

f^  curtains,  and  so  forth,  in  deadening  the  give  the  patient  pain ;  indeed  each  •  h\cm 

sound.      I  do  not  believe  they  will  erer  would  not  produce  a  good  sound.    It  AM 

interfere  with  your  conclusions,  especially  as  be  smart  and  quick ;  the  ends  of  the  finttr* 

we  learn  more  from  comparing  the  sounds  should  not  rfBMM  on  the  chest.     Vokt 

given  out  upon  percussing  the  correspond,  some  drcumstanoes,   bowerer,  the  pitifAt 

ing  parts  of  the  opposite  sides  of  the  chest,  cannot  bear  to  be  percussed  at  all. 

than  from  the  absolute  resonance  or  want  of  These  latter  cautions  are  most  necs^ary 

resonance  of  any  single  part.     But  there  are  when  dirtei  percussion  is  employed;  o^;: 

some  exceptions  to  this ;  and  if  your  patient  which   mediate    percussion    hai,   boarder. 

can  be  made  to  sit  on  a  chair  in  the  middle  many    advantages.       Some   of  the«  *': 

of  the  room,  so  much  the  better.  obvious.      In    the    first   place,   the   <f  ^ 

Then,  if  you  are  about  to  percuss  the  examined  by    mediate  percussioa  is  ^^7 

front  of  his  chest,  make  him  hook  his  anna  exactly     defined   and    limited.     Secood.;. 

over  the  comers  of  the  back  of  the  chair,  and  you  may  strike  the  pleximeter  much  d  r 

throw  his  head  back.      If  you  desire   to  forcibly  than  you  could  strike  the  ttn;r>- 

explore  in  this  way  the  lateral  portion  of  tected  body,  and  so  produce  a  more  dc  u-s 

the  thorax,  he  must  place  the  hand  of  that  sound.     Even  when  the  surface  i«  oioH :  ut 

side  upon  his  head,  and  lean  a  little  to  the  sensibie,  or  the  patient  unusually  iniu'  <r. 

opposite  side.     If  you  would  know  how  the  so  that  percussion    in    the    or^nary  v.; 

posterior  part  of  the  chest  sounds,  he  must  cannot  be  performed  at  all,  it  may  geDc>ii>i 

lean  forwards,  fold  his  arms  across  his  breast,  be  done  through  the  pleximeter.     AtL^'l 

and  bend  down  his  head.  and  very  great  advantage  is,  that  nedu:-. 

Next  as  to  the  mode  of  percussing.     For  percussion  is  available  when  made  orer  ca- 

direct  percussion,  the  ends  of  the  fingers  of  tain  parts  where,  even  although  there  ci.5 

the  right  hand  should  be  brought  together,  be  no  pain  occasioned  by  it,  ordiourr  «r 

and  into  a  line  with  each  other,  so  that  no  immediate  percussion  is  attended  «i-^  b-^ 

one  of  them  projects  beyond  the  rest ;  and  useful  result.     Parts,  I  mean,  where  th-^ 

care  should  be  taken,  first,  to  compare  the  is  much  fat,  and  parts  which  are  fieihr,  x 

sound  produced  by  striking  any  part  of  the  oedematous.     If  the  pleximeter  be  yitaeei 

chest  on  one  side,  with  that  produced  by  firmly   upon  these  parts,   even   upoa  thr 

striking  the  corresponding  part  on  the  other  mamma  in  females,   the   hoUow  soosd  » 

side.     It  follows  from  this  rule  that  we  attainable ;  whereas,  if  they  were  itruri  St 

should  not  examine  all  the  points  on  one  the  fingers,  the  sound  would  be  ^eritc*'*^ 

side  before  passing  to  the  other,  because  we  dull.     Mediate  percussioa  may  be  %fxi^ 

should  thus  lose  the  remembrance  of,  and  also,  with  effect,  through  the  dothes. 

the  power   of   accurately    comparing,  the  I  say  that  a  very  convenient  way,  sad  cb* 

sounds  obtained  from  corresponding  pointa.  which  I  find  quite  sufficient^  of  eBpltir-  • 

It  is  best  to  strike  first  on  one  side  of  the  mediate  percussion,  is  by  *^*i'w*|f  s  pUt.- 

body,  and  then  on  the  corresponding  spot  meter  of  the  finger,  or  fiagen,  of  tht  *t 

of  Uie  other.     It  follows  also  that  we  are  hand ;  taking  care  that  they  are  doKh  a 

not  to  compare  the  result  of  percussion  on  oontact     wiUi    the    subjacent  psrts,  •:>• 

one  of  the  ribe,  with  the  result  of  percussion  rimiiarljf  applied  to  oorrespownng  *f^'* 

on  one  of  the  intercostal  epacee.    The  blow  and  that  the  backs  of  the  fingeis  be  ««'- 

should  fall  upon  the  rib,  Kidparaliel  to  it.  wards.     Piorry  declares,  indeed,  thst  tk 

A  second  point  requiring  attention,  is  the  resonance  produoed  by  this  mode  k  sotftx^ 

•tate  of  the  che^t  in  respect  to  the  act  of  one.tenth  part  so  great  as  that  dicited  bt 

breathing.     If  one  side  be  percussed  after  using  a  thin,  solid,  and  elastic  nlatr.    ^  ' 

the  movement  of  inspiration,  and  the  other  all  practical  purposes,  however,  I  am  eaur 

after  that  of  expiration,  some  little  difference  that  the  finger,  as  it  is  the  readied,  10  *^- 

in  the  resulting  sounds  will  be  manifest,  even  is  it  a  very  satisfactory  and  tuJTH**^  p^* 

in  the  healthy  condition  of  the  thorax.    And  meter.       It  has,   moreover,    this   poBC*^ 

this    might    mislead.      Let    corresponding  advantage,  that  the  sound  mibdt  by  itnkJM 
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it  is  not  loud,  and  does  not  obscure  or 
interfere  with  that  which  depends  npon  the 
condition  of  the  chest. 

It  is  right  that  yon  shotdd  be  aware  of 
differences  of  sound  which  belong  to  the 
indiYidual.  CtBteritpariMta,  the  sound  giyen 
out  on  percussion  is  more  resonant  during 
tnspiration  than  during  sjrpinition ;  in  child- 
hood and  youth  than  in  middle  age ;  in  mid- 
dle age  than  in  old  age  ;  in  females  than  in 
males ;  in  thin  persons  than  in  fat ;  and, 
thejf  My,  in  nervous  irritable  people  than  in 
those  of  a  contrary  temperament. 

And  it  is  still  more  necessary  that  you 
should  be  aware  of  differences  of  sound  giYcn 


out,  in  health,  by  different  parts  of  the 
surface  of  the  thorax,  tit  the  same  individual. 
And  in  order  to  explain  this  more  distinctly, 
and  for  the  sake  of  reference  hereafter,  let 
me  here  describe  to  you  the  regions  of  the 
thorax,  as  they  have  been  artificially  mapped 
out  for  the  purposes  of  auscultation. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  describe  par- 
ticularly the  method  followed  in  this  arbi- 
trary division  of  the  thorax  into  regions. 
I  wiU  state  the  names  that  have  been  com- 
monly applied  to  them,  and  the  sounds 
which  in  health  they  respectiTely  yield, 
according  to  their  number  in  the  diagram 
before  you. 


Tbtfint  region  is  that  of  the  clavicles  ; 
one  of  course  on  each  side.  Upon  these 
bones  it  is  immaterial  whether  direct  or 
mediate  percussion  be  made.  The  sound 
given  out  should  be  very  clear  at  their 
sternal  extremities,  dull  at  their  humeral 
extremities,  and  clear  at  their  middles.  The 
resonance  diminishes  from  the  sternal  towards 
the  acromial  end  of  the  clavicle.  These 
parts  correspond  to  the  summits  of  the 
lungs. 

llie  second  region  is  the  subclavian.  It 
lies  between  the  clavicle  and  the  fourth  rib  on 
each  side.  Beneath  this  superficial  region 
lies  the  upper  lobe  of  the  lungs  ;  and  tpwards 
the  sternum  large  bronchi  are  situated.  You 
will  understand,  therefore,  that  the  sound 
educed  by  striking  this  part  ought  to  be 
very  clear. 

A  little  lower  down,  number  three,  is  the 
mammary  region,  extending  from  the  fourth 
to  the  seventh  rib  on  each  side,  and  answer- 
ing to  the  middle  lobe  of  the  lungs.    Here 


also  the  resonance  afforded  by  percusdon 
is  clear ;  but  in  the  lower  part  of  this  region, 
on  the  left  side,  we  find  the  heart,  which  is 
more  or  less  covered  by  lung ;  and  on  the 
right  side  the  liver  begins  to  mounti  The 
sound  is  somewhat  modified  and  deadened 
by  these  deeper  seated  viscera.  In  women 
we  can  determine  the  degree  of  resonance  of 
this  region  through  the  mammn,  by  mediate 
percussion  only. 

The/burth  is  the  ti|/ra  mammary  region. 
It  comprehends  that  part  of  the  bony  oom- 
pages  of  the  thorax  on  each  side  which  lies 
between  the  seventh  rib  and  the  edge  of  the 
cartilages  of  the  false  ribs.  Into  tliia region, 
on  either  side,  may  descend  the  thin  anterior 
margins  of  the  lower  lobes  of  the  lungs; 
but  in  the  same  region,  on  the  right  side, 
lies  the  liver,  over  whidi  the  sound  of  per* 
cussion  is  dull ;  and  on  the  left  side  is  placed 
the  stomach.  Hence,  when  the  stomach  is 
tympanitic,  a  pretematnrally  resonant  sound 
will  proceed  itom  this  part ;  and  when  the 
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stomach  contains  no  gas,  the  sound  will  be        Now,  knowing  these  drcomstanoes,  if  yov 

irregularly  dull.  find  that  a  dull  sound  is  yidded  on  pcsvnas- 

All   the  regions  hitherto   described  are  ing  a  part  that  should  render  a  hollow  aoiiBd, 

double.     There  is  still  the  mesial  part  of  you  condnde  that  beneath  the  part  strack 

the  front  of  the  chest  to  be  subdivided,  and  there  is  not  the  natural  quantity  of  air. 

we  may  call  the  three  regions  there  situated,  But  whether  this  arises  from  consolidation  of 

and  numbered  5,  6,  and  7,  the  upper  sternal  the  lung  itself,  and  the  obUteration  of  its 

region,  the  middle  etemalf  and  the  lower  cells,  or  from  fluid  effused  into  the  cswity 

fiemal.    In  all  these  the  sound  on  percussion  of  the  pleura,  you  cannot,  by  mere  pcrons- 

ought  to  be  dear,  except  perhaps  in  the  sion,  determine.     So,  again,  if  the  sound  be 

inferior  portion  of  the  last,  which  may  be  unnaturally    tympanitic,    you   cannot   ssiy 

rather  duU,  or  which,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  whether  diat  results  from  what  b  called 

stomach,  may  be  t]rmpanitic.  pneumothorax,  or  from  emphysema  of  the 

The  eighth  region  is  the  axillary  ;    the  lung.     Percussion  testifies  that  air  is  there ; 

axilla  above  the  fourth  rib  on  eadi  side,  but  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not. 
The  ninth  is  the  lateral  region,  between  the        The  information  which  the  ezerdae  of 

fourth  and  seventh  ribs.      In  both  these  percussion  may  leave  thus  imperfect,  ans* 

regions  the  resonance  should  be  distinct  and  cultation  of  the  sounds  produced  by  the 

clear.    The  tenth,  which  may  be  called  the  acts  of  breathing,  speaking,   or  oougfaing, 

lower  lateral  region,  below  the  seventh  rib  will  in  most  cases  supply, 
at  the  sides,  gives  the  same  sounds  as  the        If  the  ear  be  laid  dose  to  the  surfiMX  of  a 

infra  mammary,  namely,  on  the  right  side  a  healthy  thorax  (or  if  the  instrument  called 

dull  sound,  on  the  left  a  sound  which  at  the  stethoscope  be  interposed  between  that 

times  is  pretematurally  hollow  :  on  account  surface  and  the  ear),  the  ear  will  hear  the 

of  the  presence  ofthe  liver  in  the  former  case,  air   enter    and   fill   the    lungs,   and   then 

and  ofthe  stomach  in  the  latter.  withdraw  and  leave  them  again,   in  per- 

But  we  have  yet  to  look  at  the  hind  part  petual  succession.    The  sound  produoed  by 

of  the  thorax.      Here  we  have  the  space  this  ingress  and  egress  of  air  has  been  called 

(region  eleven)  which  forms  the  top  of  the  the  respiratory  murmur.    I  might  tell  yon 

shoulder,  and  lies  between  the  clavicle  in  that  this  sound,  in  my  judgment,  is  rather  a 

front,  and  the  superior  spine  of  the  scapula  rustle  than  a  murmur  ;   that  it  is  like  the 

behind ;  the  acromial  region.  Very  little  can  sighing  of  the  wind  in  the  brandies  of  a  tree, 

be  made  out  by  percussion  in  this  spot ;  the  I  might  say,  with  Laennec,  that  it  resembles 

sound  is  dull.     But  the  depression  imme-  the  sound  made  in  the  deep  inspiration  of  a 

diately  above  the  scapula,  the  supra^spinal  deeping  person ;   or,  with  Dr.  Davies,  that 

fossa,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  space  which  affords  it  reminds  one  of  the  soft  murmur  of  a  pair 

valuable  information  to  the    ear   applied  of   bellows,    of   which    the     Talve    does 

over  it.  not  dick.    But  one  minute's  appUancae  of 

The  twelfth  region  b  the-scapuUur.     It  your  ear  to  the  subdavian  itgion  in  a  child* 

comprbes  the  part  covered  by  the  scapula  on  or  even  in  an  adult,  will  give  you  a  dearer 

dther  side.     It  corresponds  to  the  posterior  notion  of  the  nature  and  diaracter  of  thb 

part  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  lungs,  but  sound  than  any  verbd  description  could  oon- 

yields  a  dead  sound,  unless  a  pleximeter  be  vey.     Yet,  respecting  this  natural  respira- 

used .  tory  murmur,  there  are  some  things  of  which 

The  thirteenth  region  b  the  intra  scapular,  it  b  desirable  that  you  should  be  previously 

It  lies  between  the  inner  edge  of  the  scapula  informed. 

and  the  spine  on  each  side.     It  corresponds        In  the  first  place,  the  entrance  of  the  air 

to  the  roots  of  the  lungs,  and  to  the  mesial  b  much  more  noisy  than  the  emt :    which, 

parts  of  the  lower  lob^.      You  may  get  a  sometimes  can  scarcdy  be  heard.     Yon  will 

good  clear  sound  here,  if  the  patient's  arms  see,  by  and  by,  the  importance  of  notidn^ 

be  crossed,  and  hb  head  bent  forwards,  and  thb  fact. 

his  back  arched,  so  as  to  stretch  and  tighten,         In  the  next  pbce,  the  murmur  of  respira- 

and  make  as  thin  as  possible,  the  superin-  tion  b  not  equally  audible  in  all  persona. 

cumbent  muscles  ;    you  will  find  also  that  It  may  differ  much  in  intensity,  though  not 

the  ridge  of  the  spind  column  in  thb  part  in  kind,  in  two  persons,  each  of  iriiom  b  in 

gives  a  hollow  sound.  perfect  hedth.    Thus  it  b  mudi  more  loud 

The  bst  region  to  be  mentioned,  number  and  distinct  in  children  than  in  grown  per- 

yb«r/een,  the  dorsal,  is  the  lowermost  part  sons.     So  remarkably  is  thb  the  case,  that 

of  the  ribs  behind.     It  answers  to  the  base  when    vre     meet     with     unusually    noisy 

of  the  lungs,*  and  gives  a  clear  sound :    but  respiratory  murmur  in  an  adult,  we  say  that 

the  liver  on  the  right  side  b  apt  to  render  his  breathing  ia puerile;  it  has  the  chanc- 

its  inferior  portion  dull ;    and  the  stomach  ter  of  the  respiration  of  a  child.     Now,   I 

on  the  left  to  make  it  unduly  resonant.  tell  you  before  hand,  that  puerile  respimtioa 
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in  the  lung  of  an  adult  is  generaUy  a  sign  of  ougfa^  to  bear  breathing,  we  hear  none,  this 

disease ;   and  it  is  mostly  partial ;  heard  in  may  result   from  solidification  of  the  sob- 

certain  parts  only  of  the  chest.  jacent  portion  of  lung ;  or  from  some  obsta- 

Again,  eceteri*  pariltu^  the  natural  mur-  cle  in  a  large  bronchus,  prerenting  the  air 

mar  of  respiration  is  more  clearly  audible  in  from  entering  that  part ;  or  from  air  being 

lean  and  spare  persons  than  in  such  as  are  in  any  way  shut  up  and  stagnant  in  that 

muscular  and  fat.     Fat  and  muscle  are  bad  part ;  or  from  an  effusion  of  liquid  into  the 

conductors  of  sound,  and  act  as  dampers,  pleuraatthat  part.  And  here  again  percussion 

Listening  to  the  breathing  through  a  thick  comes  into  play,   and  determines  for    us 

layer  of  adipous  tissue,  is  like  listening  (as  which  of  these   possible  circumstances  is 

Dr.  Iiatham  says)  to  the  respiration  of  a  the  one  really  present.     If  the  part  when 

person  through  his  clothes.  struck  emits  a  hollow  sonnd,  there  is  stag. 

But  if  you  take  two  healthy  men  who  are  nant  air  beneath  it,  either  in  the  healthy 

alike  in  respect  to  leanness  or  fatness,  you  long,  or  in  the  lung   altered  by  disease, 

may  often  find  that  the  respiratory  murmur  or  in  the  cavity  of  ^e  pleura.      If  a  flat 

is  very  loud  in  the  one,  and  very  feeble,  or  solid  sound  be  given  out,  there  is  solid  lung 

almost  inaudible,  in  the  other  :   but  in  this  beneath,  or  liquid  in  the  pleura,  between  the 

last  it  become*  audible  when  he  takes  a  deep  ear  and  the  lung.     All  these  points,  and  the 

and  forced  inspiration.  conclusion  to  be  deduced  from  them,  will 

The  reason  of  this  difference  is  not  very  become  clear  to  you,  I  trust,  as  we  proceed, 

well  understood.      The  breathing  may  be  Minuter  analysis  of  the   diagnostic   signs 

Tcry  indistinct,  though  the  thorax  be  capa-  would  be  premature. 

cious,  and  well  formed,  and  healthy.     Some  A  word  or  two  preliminary  I  mnst  say 

persona  seem  to   require  less  effort   than  about  the  voice. 

others    to    maintain    the  due   equilibrium  The  voice  passes  outwardly  through  the 

between  the  air  in  the  lungs,  and  the  blood  mouth  and  nostrils  into  the  surrounding  air ; 

in  the  lungs  :  as  if  they  had  not  only  pulmo-  it  passes  also  inwardly,  through  the  trachea 

nary  space  enough,  but  to  spare.      So  that  and  bronchi  into  the  lungs,  and  it  may  be 

the  difference  in  the  manner  of  breathing,  heard  through  the  lungs,  by  the  ear  laid  flat 

and  in  the  sound  occasioned  by  the  passage  against  the  diest.    But  it  gives  quite  a  differ- 

of  the  air  in  and  out,  depends,  in  all  proba-  ent  sensation  to  theear  in  <£fferent  places.    If 

bility,  upon  individual  peculiarities  of  the  you  place  the  stethoscope  on  the  trachea, 

circulation.    At  any  rate,  it  is  very  important  the  voice  will  articulate  itself  into  your  ear 

that  you  should  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  as  if  it  came  from  and  through  the  instru- 

these  differences.  ment.     This  sound,  which  is  natural  here, 

But  the  sounds  which  reach  the  ear  applied  would  be  unnatural,  and  a  mark  of  disease, 

to  the  chest  of  a  breathing  person  will  differ  if  heard  beneath  the  clavicles.    'When  heard 

in  different  parts,  and  under  different  cir-  beyond  its  natural  situation,  it  is  called  pee^ 

cumstances.    The  sound  given  out  by  the  toriloquy.    A  less  degree  ofthis,  a  sound  like 

air  as  it  passes  through  the  trachea  and  that  of  a  person  talking  into  a  tube,  and  whose 

larger    bronchi,    differs    from    that  which  words,  for  that  reason,  are  muffled  and  in- 

fesnlts  from  its  passage  into  and  out  of  the  distinct,  is  called  bronchial  voice,  or  bron' 

•mailer  bronchi  and  air  passages.      I  am  ehophony.     When  to  this  modification  of 

anxious  not  to  refine  too  mudi  on  these  the  voice  there  is  added  a  twanging  vibration, 

points ;  and,  therefore,  I  pass  by  minuter  a  cracked  discordant  tremor,  resembling  the 

points  of  difference.     Place  the  stethoscope  squeak  of  Puncinello,  or  (as  some   think) 

over  the  trachea,  and  you  will  hear  just  such  the  bleating  of  a  goat,  tegophony  is  said  to 

a  sound  as  you  might  expect  to  hear :  the  exist.    All  these  unnatural  modifications  of 

sound  of  air  rushing  through  a  tube  of  con-  the  voice  are  indicative  of  most  important 

siderable  sise,  a  blowing  noise.     We  will  changes  in  the  thorax.     I  merely  introduce 

call  that  sound,  which  you  will  recognise  them  to  you  now :  you  will  become  better 

again  when  you  have  once  heard  it,  bronchial  acquainted  with  them  in  due  time, 

breathing.     It  accompanies  the  outward  as  What  is  true  of  the  natural  voice,  is  true, 

well  as  the  inward  passage  of  the  breath,  mutatit  mutandis,  of  that  unnatural  vocal 

Again,  place  your  ear  or  your  stethoscope  sound,  cough.    The  cough  may  be  so  modi* 

upon  the  right  mammary  region ;  there  you  fied  by  the  condition  of  the  internal  parts,  as 

shall  hear  that  rustling  sound,  which  I  pro-  to  reveal  that  condition, 

pose  to  call  verieular  breathing,  and  which  There  are  yet  other  ways  in  which  some 

is  chiefly  audible  during  inspiration.     We  information  can  be  gathered  respecting  the 

shall  find  these  distinctions  of  much  use  in  interior  of  the  chest.     If  you  give  certain 

the  discrimination  of  disease.    We  shall  find  patients  a  sudden  smart  jog  while  your  ear 

hrmtehial  breathing,  for  example,  where  we  is  applied  to  their  thorax,  you  may  hear  a 

•hoold  find  vwcuiar.  splashing  sound ;    like  that  produced    by 

Now  if  in  any  part  of  the  chest  where  we  shaking  a  barrel  or  a  bottle  partly  full  of 
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water.      Prom  this  expedient  yoii  in.ftct  CONTRIBUTIONS 

determine  that  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  or  to  thb 

perhapii  a  large  excayadon  in  the  long,  doa  CHEMICAL  PATHOLOGY  OP  SOME 

ZTe.^JTJ^.^U  JX^  ^0««S  OF  MORBID  DIGESTION. 

long  before  the  other  forms  of  auscultation  ^^  Golding  Biro 

'^'il^' ?f-  .  ^'PP^^'**^  ,"*?^°^  '*•  M.D,A.M.,  F.L  S,  Member  of  theWlCoUw 


(bat  that  is  not  anscnltation),  yon  if  ftjyBidani,  Senior  Fhysidan  to  the  ruKborr 

may  sometinci  ooUect  useful  information  Disprasary,  and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Physics 

respecting  the  state  of  the  chest  by  simply  at  Guy's  Hospllal. 

laying  your  open  hand  upon  it.     In  moct  [Continued  from  p.  T96.] 

persons  there  is  a  distinct  yibration  or  teiB  ..... 
produced  by  speaking,  which  thrill  is  very 

sensibly  felt  by  the  hand.     Now  this  thrill  In  continuing  OOr  invvttigatlonB  ialo 


may  be  felt  on  one  side  of  the  chest  and    the  chemical  charaeteTB  of  the  fluids 
not  on  the  other.    And  such  a  difference  is    vomited  in  the  diseases  to  which  the 


an  unequivocal  sign  of  disease.  terms     pyrosis,   water-brash,     gastro- 

Thepodtionswhichldescribedbeforeasbe-  rhoBa,  stomach-gleet,  follicular  gastric 

ingthe  most  convenientfor  the  performance  of  dyspepsia,  &c.  have  been  applied,  we 

percussion,  are  the  most  convenient  also  for  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  interesting  subject  of 

tiie  puiposM  of  auscultation.      You  may  inquiry  at  every  step  we  proceed;  viz. 

listen  with  the  unasEisted  ear,  or  you  may  dothe  fluids  vomited  in  th^eaffecl  ions, 

hs^nUu^ughU^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^       ^^^^^^                               • 

which  one  end  is  adapted  to  the  ear.  and  the  ^f  o^«  ^^^  ^^  important  diseases, 

other,  which  is  to  be  appUed  to  the  chest,  is  «!« ays  Possess  the  same  chcnucal  cha- 

hollowed  out.  or  expanded,  into  the  shape  racters  P  or  do  they  present  those  dis- 

of  a  bell,  or  funnel.    The  object  of  the  in-  tinctions  which  the  accounts  given  by 

strument  is  to  collect  and  convey  to  the  ear  patients  of  their  own  sensations  would 

of  the  observers  the  vibrating  impulse  of  the  lead  US  to  supnose  as  really  existent  ? 

air,  or  of  the  solid  walls  of  the  thorax,  oc-  We  have  already  seen  that  such  is  not 

casioned  by  the  motions  vnthin.     The  ste-  the  case  as  a  general  rule ;  and  it  be- 

thoscope  is  sometimes  useful  for  examining  comes  important  to  trace  the  exceptions, 

a  circumscribed  spot  in  the  thoracic  cavity,  if  any  exist,  and  connect  them,  if  p08- 

We  mutt  use  it  also  when  we  would  investi-  gitie,  with  particular  states  of  disease, 

gate  the  breathmg  in  parts  to  which  the  ear  q^^  distinction  between  pyrosis  and 

itselfcannotcasUybeapplied;  and  in  cases  gastrorhoea,   although    very  generally 

where,  from  the  filth  of  the  patient,  or  ^„,itted,  does  not  appear  to  be  definecl 

because  he  has  some  mfedious  disorder,  we  i,^  ^nv  verv  distinct  Uneof  demarcation- 

^  MnSrn1l!2»„^l1^^  The  aistinction  practically  made,  and 

his  clothes  or  person ;  andm  cases  of  young  .         u*  i.    t     i.  if     ji.          •      ai.      ^ 

oroldhMiies,toM«rosebreastsitmightiotl5  ^  which  I  shall  adhere  m  the   few 

seemly  or  delicate  to  be  putting  our  faces,  remarks  I  have  occasion  to  nudLe  on 

But,  with  these  exceptions,  the  stethoscope,  these  subjects,  appears  to  depend  upon 

in  my  experience,  is  rather  a  hindrance  tiian  the  comparaUve  amount  of  irritatioa 

a  help.    Much,  however  depends  upon  cus-  present  in  each  case  :  thus,  when  the 

torn.     I  can  best  distinguish  sounds  within  colourless  vomited  fluid  is  preceded  b^ 

the  thorax  by  my  unassisted — perhaps  1  a  sense  of  burning  heat  at  the  scrobi- 

should  say  my  unimpeded^ear :    and    I  cuius  cordis,   the  disease  is  generally 

therefore  employ  the  stethoscope  or  cylinder  termed  pyrosis ;  and  gastrorhoea,  when 

in  such  cases  only  as  1  have  just  sdverted  to.  the  vomiting  is  scarcely  preceded  by 

I  cannot  do  without  the  instrument,  but  I  more  than  a  sense  of  uneasiness  in  the 

do  without  it  whenever  1  <»n.     Care  should  scrobiculus  cordis,  or  more  frequently 

be  taken  that  the  end  of  the  stetbosoope  ^    ^  f^^      ^f  tightness  ind  coostric- 

2Si  *  ^  r  ^  <^^y  J^d  «>mfortably  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  epigastric  region, 

t^tj^rbruTio-^rnoV^tss;  ^'t^^r^^rf"^!:^^^^^ 

patient;  and,  farther,  that  it  be  uniformly  "^^^^  ^^  abdomen. 

iuDdevenly  appUed  to  the  surfiu^e  of  his  chest.  In  examining  the  chenucal  properties 

If  these  precautions  be  attended  to,  tiie  shape  ?»  ^^  vomited  flmds,  it  wiU,  perl^ps, 

and  fashion  of  the  instrument  are  quite  nnim-  oe  t)e8t,  in  the  first  instance,  to  take  a 

portant.  case  of  pyrosis  and  one  of  gastrarhcBa, 

as  simple  and  as  much  unconnected 

"""^  with  any  serious  organic  lesion  aa  pos- 
sible, and  then  proceed*  to  those  in 
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which  the  gastric  discharges  are  accom-  confined  to  a  spot  the  sise  «f  a  crown- 

panied  by  or    depend    upon    evident  piece.    All  these  symptoms  increase  fot 

structural  disease  of  the  stomach  or  naif  an  hour,  when  the  flatulent  disteti- 

other  organ.    As  all  these  cases  have  sion  of  the  abdomen  becomes  considera- 

been  «i  ma«5e  referred  to  subacute  in-  ble;  a  throbbing  sensation  is  experi- 

flammation  of  the  stomach,  by  some  enced  over  the  region  of  the  transverse 

authors,  and  by  others,  m  my  own  colon,  dyspnoea  comes  on,  and  every 

humble  opinion,  upon  much  more  phi-  attempt  to  breathe  is  attended  witn  a, 

losophical  grounds,  to  a  state  of  morbid  severe  pain  of  the  left  side.    At  last  the 

irritability,  it  will  become  necessary  stomach  appears  as  though  filled  with 

briefly  to  refer  to  the  curative  treatment  burning  coals ;  eructations,  with  gushes 

adopted,as  this  in  many  diseases  affords  of  a  watery  fluid,  rush  off  from  the 

an  approach  to  ^n  experimentwn  crucis  stomach,  and  relief  is  obtained.    The 

in  demonstrating  the  true  nature  of  the  fluid  in  rising  gives  no  particular  sen- 

afiection.  sation  until  it  reaches  tlie  mouth,  when 

,  a  brackish  saline  taste  is  perceptible. 

Case  VIII.--Pyro«>,  apparently  This  man  then  remains  easy  until  tea- 
idiopatkic.  time,  when,  after  this  meal,  he  is  seized 
Joseph  Miles,  set.  64,  came  under  mj  with  another,  although  much  milder 
care  at  the  dispensary  on  Nov.  21, 1840.  attack.  It  is  remarkable  that  they 
He  is  by  trade  a  watchmaker ;  was  em-  scarcely  ever  follow  his  dinner,  which 
ployed  as  a  sailor  until  1815,  and  has  ^e  attributes  to  his  not  taking  any  fluid 
enjoyed  through  life  a  tolerably  good  ^^^S^  the  meal.  His  tongue  is  free 
state  of  health,  especially  since  he  left  ^rom  fur,  vividly  red  at  the  tip  and 
the  navv.  He  has  visited  both  the  ^dg^s ;  has  no  disagreeable  taste  m  the 
East  and  West  Indies,  and  whilst  there  mouth  on  waking  from  sleep ;  persijires 
suffered  from  fever.  For  the  last  freely;  bowels  ajct  daily,  evacuations 
twenty  years  he  has  worked  twelve  generally  healthy ;  pulse  80,  tolerably 
hours  a  day  generally  before  a  bench  in  soft ;  skin  cool.  Complains  of  tender- 
a  half-bent  position,  frequently  at  the  "ess  on  pressing  the  scrobiculus  cordis, 
same  time  turning  a  lathe  with  his  foot  Saliva  examined  half  an  hour  after 
His  habits  have  of  late  years  been  ex-  ta|"pg  'ood,  faintly  alkaline, 
tremely  temperate,  scarcely  ever  having  ,  The  fluids  vomited  m  gushes,  after 
been  intoxicated,  never  drinking  more  breakfast  and  tea,  differed  only  m  that 
than  a  pint  of  beer  a  day,  and  a  Uttle  collected  m  the  evening  being  neutral, 
gin  and  water  occasionally.  His  pa-  whilst  that  in  the  morning  was  gene- 
rents  died  of  old  age.  ™  v  alkaline :  a  specimen  of  each  was 

Nine  montlis  ago,'  this  man  first  ex-  submitted  to  examination. 

perienced  a  gnawing  pain  at  the  pit  of  Nov.  2l8t. — R  Argenti  Oxydi,  Hyd.  c. 

the  stomach   afler  taking  food  :    this  Creta  aa.  gr.  vj. ;  Ext.  Hyosciami,  9y. 

appeared  to  continue  dunng  digestion,  M.  ft.  Massa  in  pilulis  xij.  dividenda, 

and  was  reUeved  by  brisk  eructations,  « q^i^us  sumet  unam  ter  in  die.     Diet— 

or  more  generally  by  a  gush  of  limpid  For  breakfast  dry  toast,  tbm  shce  of 

fluid  into  the  mouth.    These  symptoms,  ^~>1«*   ^f>   "^^ryT"^    .  "^^ 

..1     _«  'J i.i^..«^.«.^:^i„:'l,™««:«^  dmner;  mutton,  old  bread:   tea — dry 

withconsiderableandrapidlymcreasing  toast,  and  tea  without  wigar.    AUfer- 

emaciation,  continued  up  to  the  time  ^  ^^^  j.          interdicted . 

his  admission.    At  that  penod  he  stated  ^ 

that  he  slept  well,  undisturbed  by  24th.— Bowels  daily  open  j  evacua- 
dreams;  rises  at  six,  and  works  until  tions brown  and  rather  offensive:  states 
half-past  eight,  and  during  this  time  that  the  paroxysms  of  pain  are  less 
always  feels  well ;  he  then  breakfasts,  severe,  and  the  gushes  of  fluid  much  de- 
generally  merely  on  bread  and  butter,  creased.  His  expression  is  certainly 
with  weak  tea.  About  ten  or  fifteen  much  improved.— Pergat. 
minutes  after  this  meal  a  fixed  gnawing  Dec.  1st.  —  States  himself  to  have 
pain  appears  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  been  improving  daily ;  scarcely  any 
with  a  sense  of  constriction  compared  pyrosis  left;  bowels  act  daily  ;  motions 
to  a  cord  drawn  tightly  round  the  chest,  still  dark,  but  not  offensive  ;  no  head- 
In  addition  to  this,  violent  lancinating  ache ;  tongue  completely  clean,  rather 
pains  dart  to  the  right  side,  back,  and  vividly  red;  appetite  good.  Has  ngidly 
loins,  and  he  complains  bitterly  of  a  adhered  to  his  diet, 
fixed  sore  pain  between  the  scapulee,  Pergat. 
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3d.— Had  a  slight  return  of  gastro-  headaches.    The  tongue  was  slightly 

dynia  yesterday   for    a    few   minutes  covered  with  a  whitish  ftir,  and  serrated 

before  dinner :  this  disappeared  after  at  the  edges  from  the  pressure  of  the 

the  meal:    no  tenderness    about   the  teeth ;  the  papillai  projecting  and  ratiier 

scrobiculus  cordis.  red.  Pulse  80,  weak;  extremities  almost 

R  Infusi  Chiryat«,  f^j.;  Magncs.  Car-  always  cold;  frequent  chilUness,  sac 

bo     gr.  i^T  Acidi  Ilydrocylnici,  mij.  ceeded  by  flushes  of  heat ;  unne  appa- 

M.  ter  in  dii  Bumendus.  rently  healthy.     The  quantity  of  fluid 

nsing  each  time  was  rather  more  than 

7th. — No  return  of  pyrosis  or  gastro-  half  an  ounce,  andthis  was  repeated  four 

dynia :  convalescing.  or  Ave  times  during  a  paroi^sm,  so  that 

p       .  the  whole,  quantity  varied  from  two  to 

^^^  '  three  ounces.  It  was  generally  neutral ; 

15th. — Discharged  free  from  ailment,  sometimes  very  faintly  acid.     Bowels 

Case  IX.-Gastrorhaa,  apparently  ten-  confined  for  three  days. 

connected  witk  any  tt^Zal  lesion.  November  1  Sth.-'The  fluid  voimted 

^  this  day  was  submitted  to  examination : 

Elizabeth  Simmons,  eet.  38,  admitted  it  was  colourless  and  slightly  opaline : 

at  the  dispensary  on  Nov.  19, 1840.    A  by  repose  it  let  fall  a  few  mucous  flocculi, 

tall  woman,  of  dai-k  complexion,  en-  and  the  supernatant  liquid   waa   left 

gaged  as  a  tobacconist :  she  has  borne  transparent. 

seven  children,  the  last  one  eighteen  p,  Hydrarg.  Chlorid.,  gr.iv.;  Opii,  gr.  j. 

months  ago :    has  been  a    widow  for  M.    fiat,  pilula   hac   nocte  ramenda. 

a  twelvemonth.     Her  previous  health  Haustus  sennas  eras  mane  amneDdoa. 

is  described  as  excellent  j  menstruating  20th.-Bowel8  several  times  relieved; 

regularly,  without  pam,  and  free  from  motions  dark,  mixed  with  mucous  slime 

leucorrhoea^      From  the  time  of  her  and  very  offensive.     She  expresses  her- 

husband's  death  her  circumstances  al-  g^lf  as  much  relieved,  the  asual  griping 

tered,  and  she  suffered  extreme  distress.  j^g  ^^^  having  appeared  this^mom- 

Three  months  prior  to  her  admission  f^        ^^^^^  sickness,  and  vomiting  of 

the  bowels  began  to  be  constipated,  ^^^^  ^^4^^^                                     « 
although  previously  always  regular  in 

their  action ;  she  then  suffered  severely  9>  Ext.  Conii,  gr.  iv. ;  Pa.  Hydrarg.,  gr.  j. 

from  griping  pain  in  the  abdomen:  M.  ft.  pilula ter  in  die  sumenda. 

soon  afterwards  an  extreme  sense  of  22d.--Bowels  daily  open;    motions 

uneasiness  after  taking  food  appeared :  light  brown,  not  o^nsive :    no  head- 


_       _  . very 

sation  on  rising  from  the  stomach,  made  fuse. 

their  appearance  with  tolerable  regula-  j^^     ^ilulfB 

rity  between  the  meals.    She  describes  ^'^ 

the  sensation  of  a  mass  of  ice  rising  27th. — Has  been  rapidly  improving 

from  the  stomach  to  the  mouth  witn  since  the  last  report    Had  a  slight  ac- 

great  accuracy.    About  an  hour  after  cession  of  pain  between  the  shoulders 

each  meal,  the  pain  reaches  from  midway  this  morning.  No  return  of  gastrorhoea. 

between  the  umbilical  region  and  scro-  Bowels  act  aaily,  with  some  griping. 

biculus  cordis  to  the  left  breast,  and  R   Infusi  Chiryati,   fjias. ;    Sods   Car- 

thence  to  the  loin  and  back.     These  bonatiB,  gr.  xv. ;    Tinct.    Hyosdami, 

pains  occasionally  disappeared,  as  di-  TTlxz.  ter  in  die.     Sumat    Pil.  Hyd. 

eestion  became  complete ;  sometimes,  £^xt .  Aloes  Saponis,  aa.  gr.  iij.  omoi 

nowever,  continuing  all  day,  especially  nocte. 

after  partaking  of  indigestible  food    A  Dec.  Ist.-No  uneasiness,  bowels  act 

dinner  of  hard  beef  or  of  meat-pudding  well ;  tongue  clean :  complidns  of  a  dis- 

Jl^c      SSrw  1    f°§''^'w^i'y°'P;  agreeable  sweet  clammy*^  taste  in  the 

Sest'rseSf  worn  }AytI^At  --th,especiallyonawakingfrom  sleep. 

tion  of  the  disease.  ^P-  Mistura  et  pilolse  sine  Hydrai^ro. 

When  the  patient  came  under  my  care  ^^^'  ^*^"  Chlorinataj. 

her  aspect  was  remarkably  anxious :  she  4th.— Convalescing.     Vcr»hX. 

complained  bitterly  of  frequent  blinding  i  4th.— Discharged  cured. 
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Daring  the  treatment  of  this  case, 
the  diet  was  rigidly  restricted  to  bread 
and  milk  for  breakfast ;  boiled  mutton, 
bread,  and  occasionally  light  pudding, 
for  dinner;  and  dry  toast,  with  we^Qc 
tea  without  sugar,  in  the  evening.  The 


fluids  poured  out  from  the  stomach  in 
these  two  cases  were  submitted  to  the 
action  of  the  accents  used  in  the  ex- 
amination of  saliva  and  ordinary  gas- 
tric mucus,  and  the  results  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Case. 

Joseph  Miles. 

Joseph  Miles. 

Elizabeth  Simmons. 

When    fluid    ob- 
tained 

Evening 

Morning 

Morning. 

Ebullition 
Chlorine 
Nitric  acid 

Sol.  potass 

No  change 
Copious  allnuninoua 

deposit 
No  change 
No  change  in  cold;  by 

boiling,  a  few  floc> 

culi 

Slight  opacity 
Copious  albuminous 

deposit 
No  change 

On  boiling,    a    few 
brown  flocculi 

No  change. 
Copious  albuminous 

precipitate. 
No  change. 

Renders  it  more  lim-l 
pid. 

Sol.  alum 

Troubling 

Opalescence 

Dense  precipitate. 

Chlor.  tin 

Dense  troubling 

Precipitate 

Dense  troubling. 

Chlor.  iron 

Deep  orange  tint 

Pale  orange 

Pale  orange  tint. 

Bichlor.  mercury 

Thick  opacity 

Precipitate 

White  troubling. 

Nitrate  lead 
Nitrate  silver 

Sulphate  copper 

Dense  precipitate 
Copious  caseous  pre- 
cipitate 

Green  troubling 

Dense  precipitate 
Copious  caseous  pre- 

cipitate 
Copious  green  trou- 
bling 

Slight  precipitate. 
Dense  precipitate. 

Slightest  troubling. 

Tinct.  Galls 
Action  on  litmus 
paper 

Troubling 
Neutral 

Troubling 
Alkaline 

Copious  precipitate. 
Faintly  acid. 

Specific  gravity 

1-0091 

10080 

10058. 

If  these  two  cases  be  regarded  as 
suflUciently  defined  in  the  character  of 
the  symptoms  they  present,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  types  of  the  two  affections, 
pyrosis  and  gastrorhcea,  we  cannot 
avoid  drawing  some  interesting  conclu- 
sions. In  the  first  case  we  find  symp- 
toms of  irritation  so  marked  as  to  give 
rise  to  an  impression  that  a  state  of 
erethism,  not  to  say  inflammation,  of 
the  gastric  mucous  membrane  existed ; 
and  the  distress  of  the  patient  increases 
to  a  point  which  at  last  becomes  nearly 
intolerable.  A  sense  of  a  burning  mass 
(the  ftr  chaud  of  the  French)  is  expe- 
rienced in  the  throat,  and  at  last  relief 
is  obtained  by  a  burst  of  limpid  fluid. 
In  the  second  case,  the  constitutional 
disturbance  is  smaller,  the  pains  are 
rather  dull,  and  more  of  a  mere  griping 
character,  and  resemble  those  expe- 
rienced in  ordinary  dyspepsia;  the  fluid 
rises  without  much  distress,  and  pro- 
duces an  icy  cold  sensation ;  the  gastric 
inconvenience  is  diminished  by  warm 
drinks,  whilst,  in  the  first  case,  these  in- 
creased it.    The  patient,  it  is  true,  is, 


as  she  expressed  it,  worn  out  with  the 
ailment;  but  rather,  as  is  obvious  from 
the  history,  from  the  constant  inter- 
ference with  the  function  of  digestion, 
and  the  evils  attendant  upon  constipa- 
tion, than  from  any  hign  amount  of 
constitutional  irritation.  It  is  in  the 
class  of  cases  of  which  that  of.  Miles 
may  be  regarded  as  a  t3rpe,  that  the 
remedy  proposed  by  Dr.  Johnson,  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  is  generally  so  valua- 
ble :  the  oxide  of  that  metal,  lately  in- 
troduced to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
by  Mr.  Lane,  appears  still  more  fitted 
for  administration  in  these  cases,  as  it 
scarcely  seems  to  produce  any  incon- 
venience to  the  patient,  and«  so  far  as 
is  yet  known,  does  not  possess  the  in- 
convenient property  oi  darkening  the 
skin  of  the  patients  taking  it;  and  I 
believe  the  experience  of  Dr.  Johnson 
has  sanctioned  its  general  substitution 
for  the  nitrate. 

On  looking  at  the  chemical  evidence 
aflbrded  by  these  cases,  we  are  struck 
at  once  with  the  nearly  identical  cha^ 
racters  of  the  fluids  vomited  in  each. 
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notwithstanding  the  greater  intensity  cites  the  result  of  peritonitis,  and  in 
of  the  irritation  present  in  the  first,  as  that  dependinc^  upon  a  contracted  liver, 
compared  with  the  second  cAse.  The  no  chemical  oistinction  has  heen  ob> 
differences  that  do  exist  appear  rather  served  between  the  effused  fluids,  al> 
to  depend  upon  the  varying  quantity  thoug^h  in  the  former  case  they  resulted 
than  quality  of  the  constituents  of  the  fropi  inflammation ;  and  in  the  latter,  at 
fluids.  The  circumstance  of  the  varia-  least  in  many  instances,  from  exuda- 
tion in  the  acid  and  alkaline  state  of  tion,  the  result  of  obstructed  portal  cir- 
the  fluid  observed  in  the  case  of  Miles,  culation. 

is  important,  from  its  serving  to  show  The  next  question  is  attended  with 
how  futile  and  unphilosoj)hical  must  some  difiiculty,  viz.  what  is  the  source 
be  all  attempts  at  dividing  cases  of  of  the  vomited  fluids?  Until  lately 
dyspepsia,  accompanied  with  gushes  of  they  have  been  regarded  as  strictly  of 
fluid  from  the  stomach,  into  different  gastric  oririn,  but  a  late  writer  has 
species,  each  requiring  a  peculiar  treat-  stated  his  belief  that  they  are  **  fur- 
ment,  merely  from  the  acidity  or  alka-  nished  by  the  salivary  glands,  and 
Unity  of  the  vomited  liquids.  We  learn,  muciparous  follicles  of  the  mouth  and 
moreover,  that  the  fluid  of  pyrosis  has  throat ;"  and  further,  by  "  questioning 
no  more  right  to  be  regarded  as  serous  the  patient  closely,  he  will  be  informed 
than  that  of  gastrorhuea,  and  that  the  that  the  fluid  runs  from  the  mouth 
hypothesis  lately  advanced  by  a  very  when  nausea  supervenes,  but  is  not 
ingenious  writer,  that  '*  pyrosis  is  a  eructated  or  vomited,  as  CuUen,  Mason 
disease  of  serous  vessels  destined  to  Good,  Abercrombie,  Andral,  and  others, 
secrete  a  fluid,  which,  when  healthily  describe*.*'  In  support  of  this  there  has 
acted  upon  by  the  other  fluids,  viz.  the  been  started  the  difiiculty  of  eonceiving 
salivary^  the  oral,  the  pharyngeal,  and  how  the  stomach  could  throw  up  seve- 
the  glandular  mucoid^  juices  of  the  ral  ounces  of  limpid  fluid,  and  not  part 
stomach,  becomes  gastric  juice*,"  is  with  the  food  it  contained,  when  the 
totally  unsupported  by  the  chemical  supposed  vomiting  takes  place  during 
evidence  furnished  by  an  examination  digestion.  This  argument  is  by  no 
of  the  vomited  fluid.  It  is  true  that,  means  a  valid  one,  for  the  food  may 
occasionally,  a  tendency  to  the  develop-  have  passed  the  macerating  and  reached 
ment  of  opacity  on  the  application  of  the  digesting  portion  of  the  organ,  and 
heat  is  observed  in  some  specimens  of  may  be  too  closely  grasped  to  readily 
the  vomited  fluids,  but  as  this  as  will  escape.  As  this  is,  nowever,  hypothe- 
appear  hereafter,  is  to  be  regarded  the  tical,  I  may  allude  to  two  cases  which 
exception  (having  occurred  in  only  appear  opposed  to  the  theory  alluded 
four  out  of  twenty-four  specimens  I  to;  first,  in  schirrus  pylorus,  as  I 
submitted  to  examuiation),  it  eives  no  shall  have  occasion  to  shew  hereafter, 
support  whatever  to  the  idea  mat  the  ip  which  disease  no  one  doubts  the 
serous  exhalants  have  any  thing  to  do  light  brown  sour  fluid  loaded  with  hy- 
with  the  secretion  of  the  pyrotic  fluid ;  drochloric  acid,  which  is  often  so  abun- 
indeed,  the  very  existence  of  these  ves-  dantly  vomited,  to  come  from  the  sto- 
sels  is  at  best  extremely  problematical,  mach  j  yet  we  constantly  find  this  ap- 
and  even  denied  by  the  majority  of  pears  in  copious  gushes  not  only  during 
observers.  digestion,  but  even  a  few  minutes  after 
It  hence  appears  probable  that  in  food  has  been  swallowed,  and  yet  very 
pyrosis  and  gastrorhoea,  the  only  real  frequently  no  portion  of  it  is  H>und  in 
distinction  exists  in  their  exciting  the  vomited  fluid— acircumstance  which 
causes,  and  in  the  amount  of  local  ana  I  have  repeatedly  heard  patients  them- 
constitutional  disturbance  present  j  and  selves  mention  with  surprise ;  so  that 
excepting  that  the  specific  gi'avity  of  the  the  argument  above  alluded  to  falls  to 
fluid  is  generally  less  in  gastrorhoea,  the  ground.  Next,  I  have  repeatedly 
or,  in  other  words,  appears  to  diminish  questioned  patients  regarding  their  sen- 
with  the  decrease  of  local  irritation  or  sations  during  the  act  of  the  supposed 
erethism  of  the  secreting  organs,  we  vomiting,  and  in  every  case  of  true 
can  scarcely  point  out  a  definite  dis-  Pyrosis  or  gastrorhoea,  I  have  repeatedly 
tinction  between  them.  We  find  this  heard  them  distinctly  describe  the  feel- 
view  supported  by  analogy,  for  in  as-  ingof  the  rising  of  amass  from  the  scro- 
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biculus  cordis  as  most  disdnct.  A  ^eat  three  specimens  of  colourless  gastric 

difficulty  is  opposed  to  Dr.  Bume's  inge-  fluids,  taken  consecutively,  this  re-agent 

nious  hypothesis  of  the  source  of  pyro-  rendered  only  Tour  opaque*.  Ebullition 

tic  fluids,  from  the  quantity  in  which  again,  which  produced  a  troubling  in 

they  are  occasionally  secreted — a  quan-  the  six  specimens  of  saliva  of  ptyalism 

tity  for  the  secretion  of    which  the  before  referred  to,  affected  only  four 

small  muciparous  glands  of  the  mduth  out  of  twenty-four  specimens  of  gastric 

and  fauces  appear  inadeauate ;  for  the  fluids.    Hence  it  may  be  assumed  that, 

s^vary  glands  must  not  be  taken  into  so  far  as  observation  can  serve  as  a 

account,  as  every  observer  must  have  guide,  both  in  relation  to  the  patient's 

noticed  the  great  amount  of  local  irrita-  statements,  and  to  the  large  quantity 

tion  and  tumefaction  which  exists  when-  of  fluid  often  poured  out,  and  Uie  little 

ever  salivation  is  present,  and  these  aid  furnished   by  chemistry,  that  the 

or^ns  pour  out  a  large  quantity  of  fluids  of  pyrosis  and  gastrorhcea,  al- 

fluid.  Again,  in  preternatural  secretion  though  necessarily  mingled  with  a  cer- 

of  saliva,  at  least  when  the  quantity  is  tain    Quantity    of  saUva   in    passing 

considerable,  it  appears  nearly  in  a  through  the  mouth,  are  yet  strictly  and 

continuous  flow,  ana  not  in  those  sud-  essentially  gastric  in  their  ori^n.  Still 

den  paroxysmal  gushes  which  charac-  it  must  be  owned  that  very  considera- 

terise  the  appearance  of  fluid  in  the  ble  difficulty  obscures  this  curious  and 

diseases  under  consideration.     I  shall  important  question, 

have  occasion  to  allude  in  another  part  p.^  ^  continued.] 
of  these  papers  to  an  unhappy  case  of 
ulceration  of  the  oesophagus,  m  which 

upwards  of  eight  pints  of  colourless  OPERATION  FOR  STRANGULATED 

flmd,  diflfermg  very  shghtly  from  that  HERNIA 
of  mere  pyrosis,  were  poured  out  in 
paroxysms  in  the  course  of  five  or  six 

hours— a  quantity  which  we  can  hardly  To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

conceive  the  minute  muciparous  glands  g 

of  the  mouth  and  fauces  to  nave  yielded,  ' 

even  if  obvious  salivation,  which  was  There  is  an  important  point  connected 
totally  absent,  had  existed.  vrith  the  operation  for  the  relief  of 
Lastly,  chemical  evidence,  which  strangulated  hernia  by  Petit's  method, 
unfortunately  has  not  in  my  own  in-  with  which,  at  the  London  Hospital 
vestigations  thrown  much  light  on  the  and  in  private  practice,  in  numerous 
matter,  to  say  the  least,  does  not  sup-  cases,  I  nave  found  it  extremely  useful 
port  the  view  advocated  bj  Dr.  Bume.  to  be  acquainted,  and  which  I  am 
Unfortunately  all  our  discriminating  desirous  of  bringingbefore  your  readers, 
evidence  rests  simply  upon  the  presence  The  object  of  retit's  operation  is 
or  absence  of  saliva,  in  any  considera-  the  division  of  the  stricture  which 
ble  proportion,  in  the  fluid;  and  we  causes  strangulation  and  the  super- 
have  seen  how  little  dependence  can  be  jacent  structures  only,  whereby  the 
placed  on  this  circumstance,  from  the  dangers  supposed  to  be  consequent 
chuige  which  saliva  itself  undergoes  upon  the  ordinary  mode  of  operatins^ 
when- secreted  in  excess,  as  in  ordinary  by  opening  the  sac  are  obviated ;  and 
salivation.  Two  or  three  chemicu  the  intention  of  the  present  communi- 
iacts  may,  however,  be  alluded  to,  as  cation  is  to  detail  the  point  alluded  to, 
tending  to  shew  the  improbability  of  consisting  of  a  method  b^  which  the 
pyrotic  fluids  consisting  chiefly  of  sa-  exact  seat  and  extent  of  a  stricture 
Uva.  Thus,  the  precipitate  by  nitrate  may  be  accurately  ascertained  pre- 
of  silver  is  infinitely  more  considerable  viously  to  the  commencement  of  the 
'  in  the  most  dilute  specimen  of  fluid  of  required  incisions.  The  advantages' 
pyrosis  than  in  the  densest  saliva  I  wmch  such  knowledge  imparts  to  an 

ever  examined ;  also  the  action  of  heat    _______^ 

and  nitric  acid  are  very  different.  Thus, 

in  a  table  published  in  a  former  paper,  *  I  cannot  too  mnch  ngret,  tlut  a  serioiu 

It  appears  that  out  of  seven  specimens  ^iji^h  the  experiment,  on  healthy  gaatAc  mucus 

of  sahva,  nitnc  acid  produced  an  opa^  are  coirectly  detailed,  but  ftt>m  the  transposition 

cases  of  ptyalism;  wbllst  m  twenty-  inducUons  are  rendered  unintelligible. 
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operator  must  be  obvious,  since  it  sub-  other  cases  {n  medicine,  in  which  it  is 
stitutes  certainty  for  uncertainty^  in  a  so  extensivelv  abused.  The  certainty 
matter  where  the  former  is  necessary  of  the  fact,  however,  of  the  frequent 
to  direct  and  give  precision  to  the  fatalsequence  of  operations,  from  what^ 
steps  of  proceeding,  and  removes  all  ever  cause  it  arises,  tends  to  the  con- 
embarrassment  arising  from  the  latter,  tinuance  of  the  practice  of  procrasti* 
Simple  and  easy  of  attainment  as  the  nating,  until  the  time  when  the  ope- 
information  is,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  ration  imperatively  must  be  adopted, 
method  of  attainment  has  been  alluded  too  often  as  a  remote  and  last  chance 
to  by  authors  on  the  subject  of  hernia,  for  the  salvation  of  the  patient  Of 
and  there  are  various  reasons  which  the  two  causes  mentioned  as  influencing 
induce  me  to  think  that  its  publication  the  surgeon's  mind,  it  may  be  fairly 
will  be  attended  with  benefit ;  the  presumed  that  the  last,  or  the  dread 
principal  of  which  is,  the  conviction  induced  by  the  frequency  of  death 
that  tne  increased  facilities  which  it  after  operation,  is  the  most  cogent  in 
sJbrds  to  the  performance  of  an  ope-  its  effects,  for  it  cannot  be  supposed 
ration  against  which  the  difficulties  of  that  he  would  willingly  allow  an  often 
its  execution  has  been  ur^d  as  a  great  intense  and  protracted  suffering  to 
if  not  a  chief  objection,  wul  eventually  continue  anaided  by  some  certain  cer- 
tend  to  cause  its  more  extensive  adop-  tain  means  of  relief,  unless  ander  the 
tion  in  practice.  impression  that  those  means  were 
At  present  it  is  not  my  intention  to  attended  with  great  danger  to  life.  If, 
canvass  the  merits  of  Petit*s  operation,  therefore,  such  presumption  be  correct, 
yet,  in  reference  generally  to  the  ope-  the  best  and  most  usefril  endeavour 
ration  for  the  relief  of  strangulated  will  be  to  strip  the  operation  of  its 
hernia,  it  might  be  asserted  that,  ex-  terrors,  hy  substituting  m  its  place  one 
elusive  of  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  simple  in  its  execution,  and  devoid  of 
knife  which  usually  acts  upon  the  the  ascertained  dangers  to  which  it 
patient's  mind,  there  are  two  causes  exposes  the  patient.  Bv  the  adoption 
which  influence  the  mind  of  the  sur-  of  Petit's  operation  in  tne  place  of  the 
geon,  tending  to  create  on  his  part  a  ordinary  operation,  I  think  this  bene- 
temporizing  and  procrastinating  prac-  ficial  substitution  is  attained  ;  an 
tice,  highly  prejudicial,  in  most  cases,  opinion  which,  if  equally  impressed 
to  the  patient's  real  interest.  These  u^n  the  minds  of  suigeons  in  general, 
causes  are,  the  general  knowledge  will  doubtless  remove  the  chief  obeta- 
which  he  has  acquired  of  the  unfrequent  cle  nreventive  of  the  early  recom- 
fatal  termination  of  hernia  when  re-  menaution  of  operation,  after  the  usual 
turned  by  the  taxis,  and  the  frequent  aids  to  the  taxis  have  been  tried,  but 
fatal  sequence  of  operations.  The  before  those  changes  of  structure  have 
almost  necessary  effect  of  such  know-  taken  place  which  militate  so  often 
ledge  is  to  stimulate  every  endeavour  and  so  powerfully  against  its  successful 
to  succeed  by  the  taxis  alone ;  and  the  result. 

hope  of  ultimate   success  induces  a       It  is  an  impression  pervading  the 

continuance  of   the    endeavour  often  minds  of  most  experienced  surgeons, 

beyond  the  period  which  a  due  regard  that  the  general  amount  of  mortality 

to   the   precarious    condition    of   the  from  strangulated  hernia  would  be  far 

hernial  contents  justifies.     It  would  less,  provided  there  was  generally  less 


butable  to  lesions  of  viscera  consequent  provided    such  relief  was  early  and 

upon  this  long-continued  exposure  to  generally  afforded,  without  exposure 

a  strangulating  cause,  previous  to  the  of  the  viscera,  after  the  manner  of  the 

performance  of  an  operation  for  their  ordinary    taxis  ;     the  assimilation   to 

relief,  than  to  the  direct  effects  of  the  which  is  the  chief  recommendation  of 

operation  itself,  even  when  conducted  Petit's  operation.     In  bringing  before 

in  the  least  safe,  but  ordinary  way,  by  the  profession  the    simple  means   of 
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for  BO  beneficial  a  purpose.    The  o^e-  stricture.     Thus,  if  flie  T>ody  of  a 

ration   itself  admits  of  a  very  brief  hernial  tumor  be  compressed  by  the 

general  description.     It  consists  of  an  hand,  an  impulse  is  communicated  to 

incision  of  the  integuments  over  the  all  its  parts  below  the  scat  of  stricture, 

seat  of  stricture,  followed  by  a  division  but  if  the  neck  of  the  hernia  be  grasped 

of  the  subjacent  cellular  texture  and  between  the  finger  and  thomb  of  the 

fascia,  to  which  succeeds  the  cautious  other  hand,  above  the  stricture,  while 

division  of  the  stricture   itself;    and  such  compression  is  made,  there  will 

afterwards  the   hernial    contents  are  not  be  any  impulse  felt.    When  in  the 

returned  into  the  abdomen,  as  by  the  commencement  of  the  examination  the 

taxis,  without  en>osure.  neck  of  the  tumor  is  first  grasped,  we 

In  femoral  and  in  umbilical  hernia,  may  be  always  assured  that  if  an 
for  all  practical  purposes  of  the  ope-  impulse  is  felt  on  compression  of  the 
ration,  the  scat  of  stricture  may  be  tumor  itself  the  seat  of  stricture  is 
assumed  to  be  at  the  respjective  abdo-  nearer  to  the  abdomen ;  and  by  gradu- 
minal  apertures,  although  in  the  former  ally  withdrawing  the  finger  and  Hiumb 
hernia  there  is  occasionally  some  in  that  direction,  while  renewed  corn- 
slight  variation  upon  that  point.  Thus  pression  of  the  tumor  is  made,  a  point 
in  one  case  it  w^as  above  Poupart's  will  be  soon  reached  at  which  impulse 
ligament,  produced  by  a  transverse  ceases  to  be  felt.  The  point  at  which 
band  of  fascia  crossing  the  entrance  of  impulse  first  ceases  to  oe  felt  is  the 
the  funnel-shaped  canal  into  which  the  seat  of  stricture.  In  like  manner,  if  an 
hernia  descends  in  its  passage  from  impulse  is  not  felt  when  the  neck  of 
the  abdomen,  and  required  the  almost  the  tumor  is  first  grasped,  we  may  bo 
complete  division  of  that  li^ment  to  equally  assured  that  the  stricture  is 
enable  the  finger  to  be  earned  under  situated  nearer  to  the  body  of  the 
it  as  a  guide  for  the  bistoury  with  hernia,  and  by  a  like  gradual  approxi- 
which  it  was  divided.  In  another,  the  mation  to  it  with  the  hnger  and  thumb, 
stricture  was  situated  at  least  haljf  an  an  impulse  shortly  commences  to  be 
inch  below  the  ligament,  but  easily  felt.  That  point  is  the  uppermost 
detected  and  divided.  part  of  the  strangulated  contents,  which 

In  inguinal  hernia  the  seat  of  stric-  implies  that  the  stricture  is  immedi- 
ture  is  far  more  variable,  and  the  range  atelv  above  it,  and  on  inquiry  it  will 
of  its  variation  extends  from  the  in-  be  wund  to  correspond  with  the  indi- 
temal  abdominal  ring  to  the  scrotum,  cations  of  an  examination  commenced 
in  the  male;  consequently,  without  frcm  below,  as  just  mentioned;  and 
some  preiious  indication  to  guide  the  thus  the  two  modes  of  examination 
operator,  the  external  incision  may  be  will  tend  to  tlie  correction  of  errors,  to 
made  over  one  extremity  of  the  range,  which  each  separately  is  liable. 
when  the  stricture  is  far  away  at  tne  Tlie  same  information  may  be  ob* 
other,  and  a  fruitless  search  may  be  tained  by  attending  to  the  point  of 
the  probable  result.  It  is  therefore  cessation  of  impulse  when  the  patient 
apparent  that  the  rings  in  inguinal  coughs ;  but  this  method  is  irksome 
hernia  cannot  generally  be  assumed  to  and  painful  under  circumstances  of 
be  the  seat  of  stricture ;  or  if  this  acute  peritoneal  inflammation,  and  on 
assumption  was  admissible,  it  would  that  account  is  not  so  generally  de- 
still  remain  to  be  determined  which  of  sirable  as  that  detailed.  Yet  much 
the  two  rings  was  implicated  in  any  valuable  information,  not  otherwise 
given  case.  There  would  consequently  attainable,  may  be  afibrdcd  by  using 
not  be  any  defined  and  ascertained  this  method  in  conjunction  with  that 
point  to  which  to  direct  the  incisions,  furnished  by  compression  of  the  tumor, 
even  when,  for  a  successful  performance  In  some  cases  the  stricture  occupies  a 
of  the  operation,  the  greatest  precision  considerable  portion  of  the  neck  of 
is  desirable  in  that  respect.  the  hernia,  but  in  most  it  is  confined 

There  are  several  ways  of  conduct-  to  a  limited  space.     In  the  former  case, 

ing  the  necessary  examination  to  obtain  before  performing  Petit' s  operation,  it 

the  desired   dia^osis,   all  of   which  is  desirable  to  be  acquainted  witli  those 

depend  for    their   success    upon    the  limits,  in  order  that,  when  extensive, 

stoppage  of  the  communication  of  im-  suitable  provision  may  be  made  for  its 

puise  from  one  part  to  another  by  the  complete  division.     The  combination 
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of    the   two   examinations   has    this  with  a  histounr :  but  when  the  neck  of 

knowledge  for   its    object,  which    is  the  sac  itself  forms  the  stricture,  no 

easily    attained   by  attending  to  the  such  method  can  be  adopted.     In  such 

points  of  cessation  of  impulse.  cases  its  division  should  be  accbm- 

The  point  of  cessation  of  impulse  plished  by  cutting  the  indurated  and 

on  eoufl^ing  indicates  the  upper  boun-  thick  substance  on  its  exterior  surface 

dary  of  the  stricture,  and  the  point  of  only,  taking  the  greatest  care  that  the 

cessation  of  impulse  on  compression  of  knife  does  not  nenetrate  to  the  interior 

the  hernia  indicates  the  lower  boun-  of  the  sac.      if  thia  step  has  been 

daiy  of  the  stricture ;  and  consequently  properly    performed,    the    division   is 

the  boundaries  are  the  limits  of  its  only  partial,  and  little  amount  of  relief 

extent.    Additional  evidence  may  often  will    ensue.       To   render    the    relief 

be  derived  from  a  careful  examination  effective^  the  partial  division  of  the 

of  the  part  thus   indicated,    by    the  indurated  neck  should  be  repeated  in 

detection  of  a  firm  band  felt  through  one  or  two  other  ^situations  on  the  cir- 

the  integuments,  and  apparently  en.  cumfcrence  of  the  stricture,  by  which 

circling  the  space    occupied   by   the  at  length  the  stricturing  substance  Is 

stricture,  and  affording  satisfactory  con-  so  far  weakened  in  its  power  of  resist- 

firmation  of  the  accuracy  of  previous  ance,  especially  when  unsupported  by 

conclusions.  surrounding  structures,  that  it  becomes 

By  these  various  evidences  the  seat  susceptible  of  dilatation  by  the  very 
of  stricture,  and  consequently  the  moderate  interior  pressure  of  the  hemiiJ 
object  of  search  in  an  operation,  is  contents  during  tne  efforts  of  the  taxis, 
clearly  defined,  while  its  incisions.  Success  does  not  frequently  attend 
having  now  a  point,  the  seat  of  which  the  first  efforts,  so  that  renewed  partial 
is  determined,  assume  a  precision  and  divisions,  and  renewed  efforts,  are 
certainty  which  they  could  not  other-  mostly  required ;  and  however  un- 
wise possess.  Yet  various  causes,  promising  such  cases  may  be,  experi- 
which  I  pass  over  without  particular  ence  enables  me  to  state  that  in  thia 
notice,  prevent  the  uniformly  success-  way  they  often  admit  of  relief  without 
ful  pertormance  of  Petit's  operation,  the  necessity  of  opening  the  sac. 
and  the  ulterior  necessity  of  opening  The  proportion  of  failures  in  tlie 
the  sac,  either  partially  or  entirely,  attempt  is,  firom  its  nature,  greater 
occasionally  arises,  to  secure  the  re-  than  that  which  is  experienced  in 
turn  of  its  contents  into  the  abdomen,  hemiee   strictured  by  the  margins  of 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the  abdominal  apertures  j  yet  inclusive 

the  previous  and  unsuccessful  attempts  of  these  failures!  have  not  any  reason 

at  all  enhance   the   dan^rs  of  the  to  consider  their  general  amount  large, 

patient's    situation,  or   diminish   the  having  sustained  only  five  failures  out  of 

value  of  the  prospects  of  the  proceed-  thirty-two   cases   on   which   I   have 

in^  subsequently  adopted.  The  greatest  attempted  to  leave  the  sac  unopened ; — 

evil  arising  from  the  attempt  is,  that  a  proportion  which  does  not  by  any 

it  has  been  attended  with  some  pain ;  means   justify   the    general  condem- 

and  the  chief  misfortune  is,  that  it  has  nation  of  the  operation,  from  its  very 

not  succeeded.  frequent   impracticability,   while   the 

The  probability  of  the  necessity  to  nearly    uniformly    favourable    termi- 
open  the  sac,  to  effect  a  return,  is  nation  of  those  cases  in  which  the 
much  increased,  when  the  stricture  is  operation  was  successfully  completed^ 
caused   bv   its  thick   and  indurated  almost  justifies  the  assertion  that,  whea 
neck.     This  condition,  be  it  observed,  adopted  in  suitable  cases,  before  in- 
is  asserted  by  some  surgeons  to  render  curable   visceral   mischief  has   been. 
Petifs  operation  impracticable.     The  implanted,  it  affords  a  chance  of  re- 
assertion  is  much  too  absolute,  and  covery  to  the  patient  little  if  at  all 
moreover  is  far  from  being  correct ;  inferior  to  that  afforded  by  the  taxis 
which  a  little  experience  in  the  follow-  itself.— I  am,  sir, 
ing  method  of  proceeding  will  demon-  Your  obedient  servant, 
strate  to  be  so.    When  the  stricture  is  J.  Luke. 
situated  exteriorly  to  the  sac,  a  director  so,  Broad  Street  Bnlidingv, 
may    ^nerally   be  easily   introduced  ^^^'  **»  '•*'• 
«naer  it,  and  it  may  be  as  easily  divided 
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FAILURE  OF  THE  OPERATION  FOR  o^)  there  has  been  a  gradual  taming  of 

SQUINTING.  ^^®  ^y®  ^^.  ^^  opposite  direction.    The* 

*  miiBcle  divided  in  my  cases  has  inva- , 

rru  j»^  vj'4^  «/•  ^n-  nr^^-^^t  r»-  ^*m  Hably  been  the  internal  rectus,  and  the 

n  ikt  Editor  of  the  lfed,cal  Gazette.  evehasassumedanobliquityexternally. 

SiBy  .  This  has  not  been  ol^erved  to  take 

Thb  operation  of  dividing  the  muscles  place  immediately,  or  in  a  few  weeks, 

of  the  eye,  which  is  alike  remarkable  or  even  months.    A  little  boy,  upon 

for  its  apparent  hazard  yet  beautiful  whom  I  operated  in  August  last,  nas 

simplicity  and  perfect  safety,  has  now  i>re8ented  himself  to  my  notice,  from, 

been  before  the  public  nearly  two  yearsi  time    to    time,    since    the   operation, 

and  it  is  to  elicit  the'results  of  this  ope-  For  ten  months  the  eye  remained  quite 

rative  procedure  in  the  hands  of  others,  straight  to  the  satisfaction,  and,  in  fact, 

and  to  ascertain  how  far  they  accord  delight  of  his  relatives ;   but  at  that 

with  my  own,  that  I  am  induced  to  time  I  noticed  a  slight  inclination  of 

address  this  brief  communication  to  the  eye  outwards,  and  during  the  last 

you.  two  months  considerable  deformity  has 

There  might  possibly  be  some  little  been  thus  produced, 
merit  in  beinj^  the  first  provincial  sur-  Other  cases  have  terminated  in  a 
geon  to  practise  the  operation  after  its  similar  manner.  The  operation  has 
announcement  to  English  readers  by  Mr.  been  successful ;  the  cure  has  been  con- 
Bennett  Lucas ;  but,  without  quibbling  sidered  perfect  for  weeks,  and  even 
with  dates,  I  would  merely  state  ^at  several  months ;  and  then  we  have  had 
immediately  on  seeing  that  gentleman's  the  mortification  of  witnessing  all  our 
cases  in  the  Lancet,  I  wrote  to  him  efforts  frustrated  by  the  gradual  acces- 
concerning,  some  particulars  connected  sion  of  a  deformity  nearly  as  great  as 
with  the  instruments,  and  I  take  the  the  one  which  originally  called  for 
opportunity  of  publidly  thanking  him  surgical  interference, 
for  his  kind  and  attentive  communica-  It  would  seem  that  the  antagonizing 
tion.  muscle  having  been  destroyed,  its  oppo- 

My  first  case  was  that  of  a  female,  nent  becomes  gradually  and  perma- 
who  had  squinted  for  nearly  thirty  nently  contracted  and  shortened ;  but 
years.  The  operation  appeared  to  be  the  reason  of  its  occurrence,  after 
quite  satisfactory  for  about  ten  days,  having  been  kept  in  a  relaxed  or  even 
when  the  eye  began  to  resume  its  stretched  condition  for  years,  even  by 
wonted  obliquity — from  what  cause  I  the  contraction  on  the  other  side — also 
know  not ;  but  thinking  that  possibly  it  the  reason  of  its  occurring  at  so  length- 
might  arise  from  imperfect  division  of  eneda  period  after  the  operation — must 
the  muscle  (for  the  poor  woman  was  per-  be  left  to  the  physiologist  to  decide, 
suaded  with  difiicmty  to  submit  to  the  In  the  first  place,  it  would  be  desira- 
completion  ofthe  operation  after  the  divi-  ble  to  know  the  result  of  the  operation 
sion  ofthe  conjunctiva)!  resolvedin  fii-  on  the  whole — to  ascertain  the  condi- 
tore  to  remove  that  doubt  by  a  free  and  tion  of  those  eyes  operated  upon  imme- 
decided  division  of  every  fibre  ofthe  mus-  diately  after  its  introduction.  It  would 
cle.  It  would  be  as  well  to  state,  not  be  well  for  those  who  have  had  their 
that  the  accident  had  any  share  in  tlie  scores  and  hundreds  of  cases,  to  beat  up 
production  of  it,  that  the  eye  was  not  ob«  for  their  early  patients,  and  give  to  the 
served  to  alter  its  direction  from  perfect  profession  a  faithful  report  of  the  pre- 
straightness  until  after  a  fall  from  a  cart,  sent  condition  of  the  organ. 
from  which  my  patient  sustained  con-  Certain  it  is  that  the  periodicals  of 
nderable  bruising  of  the  whole  of  that  the  day  present  a  vast  difference  with 
side  of  the  face,  and  of  other  parts  of  regard  to  this  operation  within  the  short 
the  body.  space  of  twelve  months:  about  that 

In  every  subsequent  operation  mat  time  ago  every  journal  teemed  with 

care  has  been  taken  effectuidly  to  divide  successml  cases,  peculiar  plans  of  ope- 

the  muscle  at  fault,  and  in  no  case  that  rating,  or  descriptions  of  instruments; 

I  have  since  seen  have  I  observed  the  and  one  was  almost  inclined  to  regard. 

eye  to  regain  its  former  obliquity,  but  it  as  a  happy  discovery  of  the  age ;  but 

in  all  the  cases  the  progress  of  which  alas!  how  nas  the  scene  changed!  there 

I   have    watched  (some  from  distant  is  scarcely  a  straggling  communication 

parts  of  the  country  have.been  lost  sight  on  the  subject  in  six  months}  and,  aft 
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though  there  were  a  wish  to  hush  up  both  of  which  I  subsequaitly  dispensed 

past  performances,  there  is  now  not  as  unnecessary,  attributing  the  granu- 

even  an  allusion  to  it.  lations  above  referred  to  to  a  somewhat 

I  here  give  the  result  of  the  operation  greater  degree  of  laceration  of  the  con- 

,.,.«.  ..  .    . r.._-.:„_   X,..  *!._. g     Latterly,  the 

have    used     are 
dissecting  forceps 
tice,  and  call  upon  those  who  have  with  accurately  fitting   points,   blunt 
practised  the  operation  so  much  more  hook,  and  curved  scissors.    Children  i 
frequently  than  myself  to  give  a  candid  have  found  it  necessary  to  roll  up  in  a 
and  impartial  statement  of  the  present  large  sheet,  to  prevent  the  least  move- 
condition  of  the  organ  operated  upon  ment  of  their  hmbs. 
within  six  months  after  the  introduc-  In  conclusion,  I  trust  that  it  will  not 
tion  of  the  operation,  that   we  may  be  thought  that  I  am  raising  unneces- 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  having  re-  sary  or  uncalled-for  objections  to  the 
course  to  the  operation  in  future, — of  operation.  Mine  are  not  tlie  objections 
adopting  it  as  generally  successful,  or  of  a  prejudiced  veteran,  but  of  one  who 
of  banishing  it,  as  one  followed,  in  the  hails  with  pleasure  every  sound  sug- 
majority    of   cases,    by    consequences  gestion  towards  the  amelioration  of  his 
nearly  as  little  to  be  desired  as  the  fellow  creatures ;  who,  in  this  particolar 
previous  deformity.     I  would  make  the  instance,  has  given  it  what  he  covisiders 
same  appeal  equally  to  our  own  sur-  a  fair  trial,  but  has  not  been  satisfied 
geons,  amongst  whom  I  would  mention  with  the  results  thereof. — I  am,  sir, 
Bennett  Lucas,    Liston,  Guthrie,  and  Yours  most  respectfully, 
Radclyffe  Hall,  as  having  published  T.  Herbert  Barker. 
the  greater  number  of  cases;  and  to  Bedford.  Aiiffuitie,  mi. 
Diefienbach,  Phillips,  and  ofhers,  on 
the  continent,  where  the  operation  first  ' 
originated.  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  op  BOOKS. 

Hundreds  of  cases  have  been  pub-  

lished  as  perfectly  successful;   but  I 

have  observed  in  some  few  that  the  "L»Aoteur  ic  toe  A  ajongcr  ceqaelekcttwrse 

remaming  muscle  (formerly  the  anta-  ■ 

ffonist  of  the  one  divided)  has  drawn  

tne  eye  permanently  into  the  opi>osite  m.     m    •  i          r   rr-  >          -n      xrr 

direction  V  that  thii    has    not   teken  ^  ^J'^'^^^^j^t   P""*;      ^^  ^'^' 

place  immediately,  but  after  a  longer  ^ckenzie,  M.D.  &c.     1  voL  8vo. 

or  shorter  interval,  and  in  one  case  not  *o^i- 

even  until  ten  months  afterwards,  so  This  work  is  designed  to  supply  to  the 

that  up  to  such  period   these    cases  medical  student  a  succinct  aeconnt  of 

might  nave  been  represented  as  sue-  the  physiology  of  the  eye,  for  his  study 

cessfiil;  and. I  would  fairly  ask  how  it  previously  to,  and  coincidently   with, 

is  with  the  numerous  cases  referred  to  P  the  study  of  its  diseases.     The  author 

At  the  same  time  attention  may  be  states  that  in  his  lectures  on  ophthalmic 

directed  to  another  circumstance  which  surgery  he  had  constantly  felt  a  diffi- 

has  occurred  to  require  a  second  trifling  culty  in  recommending  any  work  in 

interference.    In  one  case  of  my  own,  which  this  subject  was  treated  of  clearly 

granulations  about  the  size  of  a  pea  and  briefly,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  a 

formed  upon  the  conjunctiva  at  the  more  complete  manner  than  itis  possible 

point  divided  by  the  knife,  which  were  to  teach  it  msurgical  lectures.  To  remove 

readily  removed  by  the  scissors.  I  have  tliis  difficulty  for  himself  and  others, 

also  been  applied  to  by  a  gentleman  he  has  published  the  present  work, 

who  had  similar  exuberant  granula-  which  is  certainly  better  ntted  to  accom- 

tions  after  being   operated  upon  for  plish  the  purpose  than  any  with  which 

a  strabism  by  an  eminent  surgeon  in  we  are  acquainted.     It  does  not  pretend 

London.    In  no  case,  however,  have  I  to  any  novelty ;  but  it  possesses  the 

noticed  a  like  formation  after  the  open-  rare  one  of  treating  of  a  diflkult  subject 

ing  had  been  cleanly  made  into  the  with  distinctness.      Its  materials  are 

conjunctiva  by  means  of  the  forceps  culled  from  all  good  sources ;  it  there^ 

and  scissors.    In  my  first  cases  I  used  fore  combines  most  of  the  advantages 

^le  small  knife  and  sharp  hook ;  with  which  are  sepamted  in  the  best  works 
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that  treat  ncclnsively  either  of  optics  Jacobi's  work  **  On  the  ConstmctioTi 

as  a  collccUon  of  geometrical  problems,  and  Management  of  Hospitals  for  the 

or  of  the  eye  as  one  of  the  organs  of  i^,^^^.  ^nd  we  desire  to  recommend 

sense-     It  can  be  confidently  recom-  .^   ^        ,    ,  ,  , 

mended  for  the  study  of  a  medical  pupil  >*  strongly  to  our  readers,  not  merely 

in  the  second  or  third  year  of  his  school  because  the  arrangements  of  the  In- 

caxeer.  stitution  at  Siegburg,  to  which  it  es- 

—  pecially  relates,  appear    to  us  to  be 

Three  Memoirs  on  the  Development  and  »»  9^^^  excellent,  but  because  the 

Struetm-e  of  the  Teeth  and  Epithelium,  whole  work  is  composed  with  a  rare 

read  at  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and 

the  British  Assoaation  for  the  En^  with  a  regard  for  science,  which  have 

couragement  of  Science,  held  at  Btr-        , ,  t    j  i.u  *       i.t     «•  - 

minjam  in  Algnst,  1839  :  with  DtV  ^^}^^'^  "^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^""^  pubhcationa 

prams.    By  Alexander  Nasmyth,  of  the  same  class. 

F.L.S.,  &c,    8yo.  1841.  In  the  present  state  of  the  therapea^ 

Nearly  at  this  time  in  last  year  we  tics  of  insanity,  the  construction  of  the 

took  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  discus-  Hospitals  for  the  patients  is  unfortti* 

sion   refflpecting   the    claims   of    Mr.  nately  one  of  the  most  important  cir- 

Nasmyth  and  Mr.  Owen  to  discovenes  «„„„fo„«^o     i.^   u«    ^««„;^«««j 

J  ^ .  u     xv  A        J       4.  *v  1-  ciimstances     to    be    considered  :     we 

in  odontography,  that  we  do  not  think  .  ,     ^    ,    .  ,        t 

it  necessary  again  to  enter  on  a  subject  ^Yy  unfortunately,  for  it  is  surely  to  be 

alike  unpleesing  and  unprofitable.  We  lamented  that  the  powers  of  strictly 

shall,  therefore,  only   state  that  the  medical  treatment  are  at  present  so 

present  work  includes  the  original  and  unavailing,    even    when    the    disease 

hitherto  unpublished  materials  of  the  ,         ,  ,  i_i      .      ^ 

memoirs  which  were  the  foundation  of  depends  on  no  unchangeable  stnictu- 

that  dispute,  with  notes  in  defence  of  ral  disorder,  that  the  proper  construe- 

the  author's  rights  and  of  the  charges  tion  of  the  abode  of  the   patient  is 

brouffht  against  him,  and  a  series  of  ^^^^  essential  to  the  success  of  his 

neatly  lithographed  diagrams.      The  ..        .,       hau*.!**    *i.:^ 

•  preface  contains  also  an  Sicount  of  the  treatment.     In  all  that  relates  to  this, 

treatment  which  Mr.  Nasmyth  received  the  reader  may  find  much  that  is  valu- 

at  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  the  able  in  the  work  before  us ;  the  obser- 

British  Association ;  after  readine  which  vations  both  of  the  author  and  of  Mr. 

it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  pro-  rp„i,^   „,^  „„^i,    .„  ^„„   «««.rroc*   ;« 

ceedings  of  that  body  are  not  married  ^^^^   ^^^  '^^^^^   "^  "^^   ^^^^'^   ^- 

byilliberality,  as  well  as  by  the  frivolity  provements  m   every    institution    for 

and  inefficiency  for  the  advancement  lunatics  in  the  country  ;  and  we  regret 

of  science  which  has  already  rendered  that  we  can  afford  no  space  for  an 

them  ridiculous.  abstract  of  either  of  them,  and  must 

^  confine  ourselves  to  some  general  ob- 
servations which  they  suggest. 
MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  The  management  of  the  insane  in 

«..»       A       ^M  toAt  this  country  is,  at  present,  it  must  be 
FMay,  August  27 f\Ml.  -       ,    .  ^  ^  -,.   Lj  ^;i -*..♦- 

''    ^  '  confessed,  in  a  roost  disordered  state ; 

it  is  altogether  systemless  and  ineffi- 

^!L^*S!j^°?*"'.^*^*\*"."'"'°!l^'''*'^'^^^^^^  cient    Considering  that  insanity  is  a 

pnblicam  sit,  diceodi  periculum  non  recuso.*'  disease  which  it  IS  scarcely  possible  to 

CicKRo.       jyg^j  efficiently  at  the  patient's  home, 

and  in  which,  therefore,  all  of  all.ranks 

ON  THE  MANAGEMENT   OP   THE    arc  reduced  to  the  condition  of  hospital 

INSANE.  . 

Wb  have  just  received,  with  very  great    ^  •  TniMi«t«d  by  John  KitcWiwr.  with  Intro- 
^  ,     .       \^    ^,     :    .,.         dactoiyObieirations,  by  Samuel  Tuke.Trea«urer 

pleaamre^atranslationofDr.Maximilian    oftiie'<Retit«t."  uindoo,i84i.  anrcbtiK 
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patients,  it  is  obvious  that  the  most  per-  ral,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  each  large 
feet  scheme  would  be  that  in  which,  with  town,  lunatic  asylums  superintended, 
such  a  diligent  surveillance  as  would  or,  more  properly  speaking,  kept  by 
prevent  oppression,  all  lunatics  who  are  medical  practitioners,  who,  devoting 
not  manageable  at  home  should  be  con-  the  greatest  part,  or  the  whole  of  their 
fided  to  persons  authorised  for  their  fit-  attention,  to  this  department  of  their 
ness'  sake  to  their  exclusive  care.  But  profession,  must  be  regarded  as  compe- 
what  is  now  the  case  P  Of  the  lunatics  tent  to  the  charge  of  the  insane ;  and 
among  the  poor,  and  even  of  some  of  some  of  them  areundoubtedly  eminently 
those  from  among  the  middle  classes,  fitted  for  the  ofiice.  But,  the  propor- 
the  great  majority  are  committed  to  tion  of  lunatics  who  are  thus  provided 
almost  pauper  asylums,  where  the,  effi-  for  is  unhappily  extremely  small ;  the 
cacy  of  treatment,  and  the  fitness  of  terms  of  maintenance  in  such  institu- 
management,  are,  with  few  exceptions,  tions  as  these  are  either  absolutely 
marred  by  the  necessity  for  economy,  more  than  the  friends  of  patients  can 
Excluded  by  the  very  nature  of  their  afford,  or  they  are  more  than  they  re- 
disorder  from  hospitals  whose  ample  gard  as  equivalent  to  the  difference  of 
funds  might  provide  them  all  that  they  the  advantages  between  such  an  esta- 
need,  lunatics  from  these  classes  are  blishment  and  one  of  a  lower  grade  in 
consigned  to  asylums  supported  not  value  and  price ;  and  so,  the  comfort,  or, 
bytheliberalhandofprivatecharity,but  it  may  be,  the  health  and  sanity  of  the 
by  the  slowly-opening  public  purse,  patient,  is  made  to  wait  upon  the  eco- 
And  they  live  the  lives  of  paupers :  in  nomy  of  his  friends ;  and  that,  though 
most  cases,  the  buildings  provided  for  the  money  they  expend  upon  him  be 
them,  and  all  their  domestic  arrange-  his  own. 

ments  (in  which  are,  in  a  great  measure.        In  these  minor  and  cheap  establish* 

involved    their    therapeutic    manage-  ments,  the  superintendent  has  rarely 

ment),  are  ill  appointed,  and  for  want,  any  knowledge  at  all  of  !he  proper 

or  for  economy  of  funds,  cannot  be  medical,  or  even  of  the  moral,  manage- 

mpnded.  ment  of  the  insane.    Some  of  them  are 

Yet  it  may  be  questioned  whether,  kept  by  gentlemen,  whom  we  suppose 

on  the  whole,  the  condition  of   the  we  may  call  amateurs,  and  who  take 

lunatics  from  among  the  poor  is  not  thismodeof  earning  an  income  through 

better  than  that  of  patients  of    the  an  accidental  preference  for  it  before 

same  kind  in  a  higher  class.    In  the  the  pursuit  of  some  profession  or  trade 

public  asylums  there  are  at  least  the  to  which  they  would  be  better  suited, 

advantages  of  experienced  attendants.  Others  of  these  asylums  are  managed 

of  generally  appropriate  diet  and  medi-  by  ladies,  who  of  course  cannot  be  ex- 

cal  treatment,  and  still  more  of  the  pected  to  be  qualified  for  more  than 

regular   superintendence    of  licensed  the  duties  of  matrons  or  nurses  under 

and  competent  medical  practitioners,  proper  government.    Others,  again,  are 

including,  in  some  instances,  a  physi-  superintended  by  retired  keepers,  who, 

cian,  a  surgeon,  and  a  resident  ajx)-  having'  raised  some    money  in  their 

thecary.     But  the  lunatics  from  the  subordinate  offices,  lay  it  out  to  good 

class  whose  friends  can  afford  to  pay  interest  in  an  estabUshment  of   this 

for  attendance,  by  no  means  generally  kind,  the  low  terms  of  which  seldom 

fare  so  well  j  and  in  this  consists  the  fail  to  bring  them  patients.     And,  i^ 

greatest  anomaly  of  our  system.     There  addition  to  all  these,  a  number  more  of 

ar<j  around  the  metropolis  and,  in  gene-  lunatics  are  commited  singly  to  the 
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charge  of  keepers,  who,  for  various  j^d  ears,  and  teeth,  that  they  have 
reasons,  (their  own  profit,  misconduct,  destroyed  by  their  ignorant  quackery  f 
or  any  other),  have  left  authorized  The  whole  science  has  in  each  of  these 
lunatic  asylums,  and  taken  up  business  cases  been  established  by  the  labours 
on  their  own  account.  Now  surely  in  of  surgeons  and  physicians,  who  have 
all  these  cases  there  is  grievous  error,  cultivated  the  one  or  the  other  as  their 
Till  the  condition  of  a  lunatic  is  abso-  favourite  branch  on  the  main  trunk  of 
lutely  hopeless  he  ought  never  to  be  medical  knowledge ;  but  in  no  instance 
removed  from  the  charge  of  one  who,  has  the  branch  flourished  when  stolen 
by  some  test  of  his  knowledge,  has  off  from  the  tree  and  planted  by  itself, 
been  proved  competent  to  treat  his  And  just  so  must  it  be  in  every  other 
case :  and,  even  when  the  incurable  case ;  but  in  none  more  than  in  the 
state  is  really  set  in,  surely  it  is  not  too  treatment  of  insanity.  If  either  the 
much  to  require  that  the  guardians  of  present,  or  any  future  generation  of . 
those  who  cannot  have  safe  charge  of  lunatics,  is  to  be  benefitted,  it  can  be 
themselves  should  have  some  proved  done  only  by  practitioners  of  medi- 
judgment  to  guide  them  in  the  manage-  cine,  who  will  make  their  cases  their 
ment  of  their  patients'  health  and  especial  study;  and  who,  for  their  re- 
comfort.  Such  a  condition  must  be  ward,  as  well  as  for  the  pubhcgood, 
demanded,  unless  it  is  to  be  admitted  deserve  to  be  protected  against  the 
that  the  life  of  a  lunatic  is  not  worth  competition  of  self-licensed  men  and 
prolonging.  women. 

We  have  no  intention  of  entering  at       But  it  has  happened  unfortunately 

present  into  the  details  of  a  measure  by  for  lunatics  that  of  late  they  have  be- 

which  these  evils  might  be  remedied,  come  too  much  objects  for  public  curio- 

We  will  only  express  the  opinion  that  gity .  for,  mistaking  the  softness  of  their 

the  main  feature  in  it  should  be,  that  no  feelings  for  the  strength  of  their  intel- 

lunatic   should  be  lodged  in  an  es-  lects,  too  many  from  among  the  public 

tablishment  kept  by  any  but  a  licensed  have  lately  interfered  in  this  matter, 

medical  practitioner,  till,  on  sufficient  Newspaper     discussions,    anonymous 

testimony,  he  can  be  regarded  as  posi-  letters,  magisterial    suggestions,    and 

lively   incurable.    Unless   it   can  be  books  by  authors  of  idl  grades  but 

proved  that  there  is  no  hope  of  apply-  the  right,  have  abounded  far  too  much 

ing  the  knowledge  of  medicine  benefi-  for  the   advantage   of    the  patients, 

cially  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  A  certain  amount  of  openness  to  the 

nothing  can  be  more  flagrantly  wrong  public    is   undoubtedly    a    necessary 

than  that  it  should  pass  into  unautho-  safeguard    for   the    inmates    of   asy* 

rized  hands.  In  the  case  of  every  other  lums ;   but    such  a  safeguard  is  am- 

speciality  of  medical  practice,  nothing  ply  provided  by  the  visits  of  authorized 

is  more  certain  than  that  the  heaviest  persons  to  see  that  no  oppression   ia 

clog  upon  its  progress,  and  therefore  .exercised ;  and  it  is  altogether  beyond 

the  greatest  injury  to  the  public,  has  the  right  of  the  public  to  force  their 

resulted  &om  its  falUng  into  the  hands  opinions  on  any  part  of  the  therapeutic 

of  those  who  have  not  been  educated  management.    The  profession  has  been 

for  medicine.    Look  at  aural,  and  oph-  degraded  by  this  recent  clamour  about 

thalmic,  and  dental  surgery !     What  a  non-restraint   system  :    if,    as    we 

amount  of  good  has  ever  come  from  have  said  once  before,  it  be  the  best 

mere  aurists,  or  oculists,  or  dentists,  to  adapted  for  the  patients'  good  (and,  on 

compensate  for  the  thousands  of  eyes,  the  whole,  we  believe  that  it  generally 
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is),  let  it  be  proved  so  by  the  honest  for  while   the«e  things  are  pnbUclj 

evidence  of  facts ;  but  let  not  medical  discussed,  the  medical  man  is  being 

men  competent  to  judge  have  the  sys-  gradually  more  and  more  supplanted 

tem  forced  upon  them  by  a  mere  po-  from  tliat  for  which  he  is  alone  fit,  an4 

pular  cry—by  anonymous  and  sense-  which  should  therefore  be  his  exclu- 

less  appeals  to  feelings— by  pathetic  sive  privilege—the  charge  of  cases  of 

books  by  ladies— or  even  by  the  ambi-  curable  insanity. 

guous  solemnities  of  magistrates.    No — 

good  can  come  of  these :  to  every  one  sUBSTTAKCB  OF  A  CLINICAL  LECTURE 

who  would  study  and  practise  his  jmx)-  ow 

fesfiion  as  a  science,  a  scheme  thus  sup-  CANCER  OF  CICATRICES, 

ported  must  appear,  prifnA  facie,  a  bad  ^^^  ^^  g^  Georg^t  Hotfiiai,  May  18/A, 

one  ;  and  no  one  can,  without  danger  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  Hawkins. 

to  his  professional  character,  embark  

in  a  common  cause  with  those  that  will  ^^  ^^.^  ^^^  to-day's  eonndenifioii  s 

sail  with  the  wind  of  popular  expres-  nggoted  by  the  case  of  a  man  in  Wi^kl's 

sions  of  this  kind.      Next  to  its  falling  ward,  named  William  Ward,  whose  limb  I 

into  the  hands  of  designing  quacks.  ^T'^J^fe  ^r.";J^"  ^1^^^'^ 

nothing  is  more  dangerous  to  the  pro-  y^^^  under  your  notice,  as  they  are  jnntiiMrf 

gross  of  a  science  than  its  becoming  a  of  a  disease  that  is  not  oommooly  nndcr- 

, .     .     -         ,1 ^„  •«„:f„  stood,  and  erroneous  practice,  founded  on 

subject  of  popular  curiosity.  mismlderetanding  of  iti  natnre,  may  lead  to 

It  is  this  interference  of  the  pubhc  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^th,  tiU  H  is  too  kle 

in  the  management  of  lunatics  which  to  adopt  a  successfal  line  of  treatment, 

has  led  to  the  degenerate  character  of  ^^^-^'J^hXTJISlT^'S 

modern  pubhcations  on  the   subject ;  ^^  crtenslTe  ulceration  rtadnng  from  fiie 

but  we  hope   that  Dr.   Jacobi's  work  upper  edge  of  the  patella  to  below  the  middle 

will  assist  in   calling  medical   practi-  of  the  leg,  the  surface  being  fuU  eight  mdu* 

.    X    ^^      ^1-1.^        -xK     va-  by  five  in  diameter ;   m  one  part,  jnst  below 

tioners  to  better  thoughts.    Much  time  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  I,  ^^y  ^. 

and  much  energy  are  being  now  sqaan-  cavated,  from  destruction  of  the  autoier 

dered  in  the  discussion  of  a  matter  of  part  of  the  bone.    A  little  exposed  bone  cm 

detail,  on  which,  if  there  be  any  doubt.  ^1*^;^*  ^V^^^^^^^ 

It  is  only  because  at  present  the  facts  g^^,  that  the  bone  is  entirely  destro]fed,  a» 

necessary  cither  to  establish  or  to  over-  lateral  movementonlybends  the  bone  aOghtly, 

Uirow  the  supposed  value  of  the  new  in  comparison^with  ite  flexibility  in  the  otto 

,     ,               .       «-  .     ^         n  ^     •  direction.    The  jomt  does  not  appear  to  be 

method     are     msuincient.       But     m  g^  ^  impUcated  m  the  disease.    Ifis  hesltfc 

the  midst  of  t^is  discussion,  the  spirit  has  lately  declined,  and  the  conntenanoe  ia 

of  which  is  maintained  only  because  pale»  but  the  boweU  are  regular,  and  the 

.^   .             .  J           •      *i,        •          tf  *!,  appetite  good;  pnlse  rather  qnick.     He  is 

It  is  earned  on   m   the  view  of  the  i^Jt  awake  by  pidn,  but  doe.  not  appear  to 

public,  the  much  more  important  ge-  suffer  much  when  the  limb  is  moved  or  beat, 

neral  questions  of  the  construction  of  He  states  that,  tweuty  years  ago,  his  leg 

1                 1  .1                 X             r  ^1.  -.  was  much  injured  b?  being  caught  m  tome 

asylums,  and  the  competency  of  their^  nmchinery,  after  which  sereral  pii^  of  boM 

superintendents — of  medical  treatment'   came  away,  but  it  remained  well  till  the  last 

— of  morbid  anatomy  ;  and,  in  a  word,  year,  and  he  was  able  to  use  the  limb  till  six 

of  all  the  real  science  of  insanitv    are  ™«>ntli»  ago,  previous  to  which^  ten  months 

01  au  me  reai  science  oi  msaniiy,  are  ^^^^  ^^  ^nmnt  time,  the  akin  beeame 

almost  utterly  lost  sight  of.     Yet  on  ulcerated  over  the   patella,  and  graduaUj 

these,   much  more  than  on  the  kind  spread,  downwards  chiefly,  to  its  present 

and  quantity  of  restraint  to  be  em-  «i^e,  the  extension  below  the  skin  into  the 

,      ^,    ,      •'   ,           ^.     X  ,       xf        T  bone  havmg  only  recently  taken  place.    The 

ployed,  does  the  patients  welfare  de-  ^^^  ^und  the  ulcer  is  thickened,  and  the 

pend.      Nor  is  his  alone  concerned;  margin  is  much  raised  and  hardened,  and 
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irregular ;  and  here  and  there  on  the  nicer  is  and  the  tumor  is  in  fact  exactly  like  the  hard 

an  imperfect  warty  appearance,  the  snrfoce  baise  of  many  caaea  of  cancer  of  the  lips, 

of  the  nicer  being  very  red  and  florid,  but  2.  In  a  farther  stage,  or  else  anterior  to 

being  mnch  more  irregular  and  more  con-  the  formation  of  the  hard  base  of  this  case, 

densed  than  common  granulations.  you  may  see  an  exuberant  growth  of  firm 

The. limb  was  at  first  placed  in  a  firactore  red  warty  granulations  or  fungus,  elevated  an 

box,  and  lettuce  and  opium  given  to  quiet  inch  or  more  above  the  skin,  such  as  some 

fke  pain,  and  a  sedative  lotion  of  prussic  of  you  may  remember  in  a  man  named  Gale, 

acid  used,  which  gave  much   relief,  as  it  who  was  under  my  care  two  years  ago  with 

usually  does  in  ma^nant  sores.  Here  being  a  tumor  about  three  inches  long,  and  nearly 

in  a  few  days  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  two  broad,  situated  on  the  outside  of  the 

case,  amputotion  was  proposed  to  him,  but  leg  in  the  cicatrix  of  an  old  and  large  varicose 

declined.  ulcer,  the  tumor  having  begim  about  nine 

On  the  2nd  of  April  some  suspicious  en-  montiis  previously,  while  the  ulcer  had  first 

largement  of  the  glands  in  the  groin  took  formed  eleven  years  before.     The  tumor  waa 

place,  but  I  believe  it  was  only  owing  to  attached  to    the  fibula,  but  I  believed  the 

some  stimulant  having  been  applied  to  the  bone  was  not  diseased  below  the  periosteum, 

sore    at    one   part,   the  pain  from   which  and  that  amputation  consequently  was  not 

perhaps  contributed  to  make  him  at  last  necessary.     I  therefore  removed  the  tumor, 

consent  to  the  only  means  of  cure.  and  scraped  off  the  surface  of  the  bone  with 

I   accordingly   amputated  the   thigh    on  a  chisel,  and  after  some  trouble,  in  conse- 

April  10th,  and  the  stump  is  now  nearly  quence  of  the  hard  cicatrix  which  extended 

healed,  and  he  has  been  walking  about  for  aSl  round  the  leg,  the  wound  healed, 

some  days.     The  appearance  of  the  disease  3.  The  disease  forms  a  very'  considerable 

is  seen  in  the  preparations  before  us ;  but  I  sized  tumor  in  some  cases,  as  in  these  two 

will  return   to   that    part    of    the   subject  preparations  in  which  the  new  growth  origi- 

presently.  nated  from  flogging  on  the  shoulders;  or  in 

The  nature  of  this  case  has  been  described  these  preparations  from  a  leg,  which  I  am- 

byme  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  tfacMedico-  putated  for  the  disease  a  few  years  ago.  The 

Chirurgical  Transactions,  in  a  paper  in  which  tumor  in  this  case  extended  quite  roimd  the 

I  have  related  the  results  of  several  cases,  leg,  and  was  two  inches  high,  and  about  four 

the  preparations  from  some  of  which  are  on  inches  broad,  and  gave  excessive  pain,  having 

the  table  before  us,  together  with  several  come  on  a  few  months  before  in  the  cicatrix 

others  which  have  occurred  since,  and  which  of  a  bum,  which  the  patient  had  had  from 

will  serve  to  show  you  every  stage  of  the  childhood.     Instead  of  the  warty  appearance 

disease,  which  is  cancer  in  the  imperfect  before  described,  the  disease  is  now,  as  you 

skin  of  a  cicatrix.  may  perceive,  composed  of  a  firm  vascular 

There  takes  place,  then,  an  ulceration  or  substance,  with  round  elevations  of  some 

morbid  growth  in  old  scars  of  any  character,  size,  still  capable,  to  a  certain  degree,  of 

such  as  those  arising  from  bums,  gun-shot  being  torn  down  in  fibres,  but  bearing  more 

wounds,  floggings,  or  common  ulcers.  resemblance  to  a  medullary  tumor  when  very 

I.  Here  is  a  preparation  of  an  ulcer  of  vascular.  You  may  see  that  it  only  goes 
tlus  character  that  I  took,  three  or  four  years  down  to  the  fascia  and  periosteum ;  even 
ago,  from  the  back  of  the  hand  of  a  man  when  of  this  size,  the  bone,  although  thick- 
who  had  had  a  sore  in  this  situation  for  ened  from  inflammation,  being  still  other- 
twenty  years  in  the  cicatrix  of  a  bum,  which  wise  healthy.  This  patient  at  first  refused 
extended  for  some  distance  beyond  the  ulcer,  to  submit  to  amputation,  but  on  coming  to 
It  was  of  the  size  of  half  a  crown,  hard  and  the  hospital  one  day,  I  found  she  would  We 
uneven,  with  a  very  tender  surfieuje  and  irre-  the  operation  performed  if  I  would  do  it  im- 
gnlar  figure,  and  in  part  warty  in  appear-  mediately  ;  of  course  I  did  not  refuse,  and  I 
anoe,  with  a  hot  pricking  or  smarting  pain  saw  her  some  time  afterwards  without  any 
mnning  up  the  arm.    Till  the  last  year  it  return  of  disease. 

had  he^ed  fh>m  time  to  time,  but  since  then  "When  I  wrote  the  paper  I  have  alluded  to, 

it  has  resisted   all    applications,  and  has  I  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  disease  waa 

spread.     After   trying   arsenic    and    other  one  of  a  malignant  nature,  but  that  it  waa 

remedies  for  a  little  while,  I  felt  satisfied  of  purely  a  locally  malignant  disease,  as  far  aa 

Its  nature,   and  dissected  it  off  from  the  X  had  seen  it,  and  that  if  it  was  of  the  same 

extensor  tendons,  which  preserved  very  fair  nature  as  scirrhous  cancer,  it  was  so  in  the 

motion  after  the  wound  healed.  In  this  case,  very  lowest  degreee ;  that  it  consisted  of  a 

then,  what  hadfor  some  time beencommonul-  new  stracture,  with  the  power  of  contami- 

cseration  at  last  assumed  a  new  action ;  and  nating  the  adjoining  soft  tissues,  and  con- 

you  may  see  that,  although  very  little  warty  on  verting  them  into  the  same  disease,  and 

the  surfoce,  it  yet  consists  of  a  great  number  consequently  that  its  entire  removal  by  the 

of  tough  hard  fibres,  perpendicular  to  the  knife,  or  total  destraction  by  caustic,  waa 

surface,  which  may  easily  be  torn  asunder;  necessary  to  effect  a  cure ;  but  that  the  low 
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degree  in  which  it  was  malignant  waa  evinced  tional  tendency  to  the  deYelopmeat  of  canoer 

by  a  fatal  case  I  had  examined  after  death,  on  the  application  of  tbe  neoenary  exataat, 

in  which,  although  it  had  spread  so  as  to  and  being  therefore  also  len  Tiralait  in  ka 

occupy  a  space  of  eighteen  inches  by  ten  on  contaminatingpropertiesontheparteanmiid, 

the  back,  it  had  even  then  caused  no  affection  or  on  the  glands  or  system  at  laiige. 

of  the  absorbent  glands,  nor  occasioned  the  Cancer,  developed  even,  in  origiiial  aomfedl 

formation  of  any  morbid  stmctore  in  other  skin,  instead  of   a  cicatrix,  is,   however, 

parts  of  the  body.  milder  in  its  usnal  form  than  ia  generally 

I  remember,  when  this  paper  was  read,  imagined,  because  we  are  more  Cuniliar  with 
that  some  gentlemen  present  expressed  an  it  in  other  textures,  in  which  its  rapid  growth 
opinion  that  the  warty  ulcer  in  question  waa  and  fatal  influence  are  strikingly  evinced. 
curable ;  but  in  fact  it  is  not  so ;  the  new  Cancer  of  the  skin,  for  instance,  is  much  leas 
growth  is  incapable,  as  it  would  seem,  of  violent  than  cancer  of  mnooua  sorfMsea, 
cicatrising :  destroy '  it  as  you  will  to  the  although  the  two  textures  are  so  much  alike 
level  of  tibe  rest  of  the  skin,  yet  if  any  por-  in  their  structure  and  propertiea.  .In  the 
tionwhateverofthe  morbid  substance  remain,  penis,  or  ditoris,  or  labia,  the  violent  pain, 
it  will  soon  show  its  malignant  nature  again  and  early  influence  on  the  glands,  and  the 
by  fresh  growth,  as  in  this  beautiful  prepare-  frightfid  sufferings  and  death  of  the  paiientf 
tion,  which  I  made  when  I  was  House- Sur-  are  very  different  from  canoer,  aa  it  usually 
geon  here,  from  a  patient  whose  leg  was  appears  in  the  skin.  You  have  lately  had 
finally  amputated,  after  all  sorts  of  appUca-  an  excellent  example  of  thia  in  a  poor 
tioDs  had  been  tried  without  success,  in-  woman  named  Gaylor,  in  whrnn  the  disease 
eluding  several  escharotics,  and  the  actual  originated  in  the  vagina  and  labia,  and  joa 
cautery.  The  peculiar  nature  of  the  disease  saw  how  the  glands  were  enlarged  and  nloe- 
may  be  sometimes  seen  in  an  old  ulcer  of  rated  in  the  groin,  and  what  numeroos  can- 
long  standing,  in  such  a  manner  that  only  cerous  tnberoles  of  a  secondary  form  were 
one  part  of  it,  or  one  ulcer  out  of  several  on  developed  in  the  skin  of  the  thighs  and  m^m- 
the  same  limb,  may  be  cancerous,  while  the  cent  parts.  It  is  curious  that  canoer  of  the 
rest  has  the  same  appearance  which  it  has  cutaneous  structure  should  be  so  mild  in  the 
X'ossessed  for  years  previously.  majority  of  cases,  sdnoe  the  skin  seems  to 

Rayer,  in  Ms  excellent  work  on  the  Skin,  present  so  active  an  absorbing  surfuce  for 

alluding  to  my  paper,  or  rather  to  an  abstract  various  purposes ;  yet  such  is  doubtless  the 

of  it,  which  he  had  seen  in  some  journal,  fact.     Here  is  a  preparation  of  a  cancerous 

supposes  the  new  growth  to  be  an  hyper-  tumor,  which  I  removed  two  years  ago  from 

trophy  of  the  papillae  of  the  skin,  whence  it  the  skin  of  the  sternum  in  a  patient  in  this 

derives  its  warty  form ;  but  this  is  by  no  hospital,  which  shews  yon  the  same  warty 

means  the  case,  for  it  affects,  as  you  may  appearance  of  solid  texture  fonned  by  the 

see,  not  the  papillse  only,  but  the  whole  tex-  disease  in  common  skin,  which  onr  other 

ture  of  the  cutis,  and  the  preparations  show  cases  present  in  cicatrices.     In  this  case  the 

you  how  different  the  tumors  are  from  others  tumor  was  supposed  by  the  man,  who  was 

of  common  warts,  even  when  very  large  and  between  forty  and  fifty,   to  be  a  common 

numerous,  as  in  this  great  mass,  which  I  mole,  which  he  observed  twenty  years  before 

removed  from  the  labium.  he  came  here  :  ten  years  afterwards  it  uloe- 

Neither  is  this  disease  in  a  cicatrix  like  the  rated,  and  did  not  heal  again,  and  within  a 

exuberant  fungus  you  may  sometimes  see,  as  few  months  of  the  operation  it  began  to  be 

in  this  cast,  rising  out  of  the  cancelli  of  a  bone  painful,  and  spread  more  rapidly.     He  haa 

when  it  is  carious  ;  the  fungous  granulations  remained  well,  I  believe,  since  I  removed  the 

in  such  a  case  being  the  result  of  irritation  diseased  part.     In  another  case  an  elderiy 

only,  and  ceasing  when  the  local  condition  man  came  under  my  care  with  a  large  can- 

or  the  state  of  the  constitution  are  altered  cerous  mass  of  warts  in  the  same  aitnation 

for  the  better.  on  the  sternum,  which  had  ulcerated  about 

Subsequent  experience  in  a  good  many  four  years  before,  and  on  his  admission  waa 

cases  has  confirmed  me  in  most  of  what  I  about  six  inches  long,  two  broad,  and  one 

then  stated,  but  has  shewn  me  also  that  the  and  a  half  high,  witii  great  pain,  and  an 

growth  of  thia  kind  of  cancer  in  cicatrices  is  exceedingly  foetid  secretion.     I   wished  to 

more  malignant  in  its  influence  than  I  was  have  excised  it,  and  to  have  scraped  off  the 

at  that  time  inclined  to  believe,  and  that  it  surface  of  the  sternum,  which  was  supcrfi- 

bears  much  resemblance  to  ordinary  cancer  dally  affected,  but  he  would  not  consent  to 

of  the  skin,  of  which  it  is  evidently  a  variety,  it,  though  I  dare  say  it  would  have  succeeded, 

though  still  it  is  less  virulent  than  any  other  as  notwithstanding  the  size  of  the  tumor  and 

variety  of  cancer  which  I  have  seen  :    its  its  long  continuance  there  was  no  apparent 

mildness  depending  probably  on  its  being  contamination  of  the  glands  in  either  case. 

produced  at  an  earlier  j^eriod  in  the  imperfect  You  have  recently  seen  this  tumor  removed 

structure  of  an  ulcer  than  it  would  be  in  by  Mr.  Tatum  from  the  back,  which  waa 

healthy  skin,  with  a  corresponding  constitu-  apparentiy  not  in  a  cicatrix,  but  yet  looks 
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like  the  later  stage  of  eancer  in  that  yariety  the  same  spot  from   the  kick  of  a  hone, 

of  disease  when  it  forms  the  large  tumor  I  which  remained  open  for  two  years,  after 

have  spoken  of ;  but  unfortunately  in  this  which  he  remained  quite  well  tiU  the  blow 

case  the  glands  were  much  affected,  and  the  on  the  leg. 

patient  has  died  since  the  operation.  May  6th. — ^The  leg  was  amputated  abore 

The  similarity  of  the  local  appearance  of  the  knee, 
the  two  forms  of  cancer  is  therefore  very  Now  in  this  case  the  cancerous  nature  of 
evident ;  but  when  I  wrote  the  paper  I  have  the  surface  was  evident,  and  with  so  mndi 
referred  you  to,  I  had  not  seen  any  cases  disease  of  the  bone  of  any  kind  added  to  the 
which  shewed  me,  as  subsequent  experience  cancer,  amputation  was  necessary,  and  with 
has  done,  that  there  was  also  so  much  simi-  the  experience  of  Ward's  case  just  before,  it 
larity  in  tibelr  course  in  other  points  con-  seemed  probable  to  all  of  us  that  the  bone  in 
nected    with    their    malignant  properties,  this  man  also  was  affected  with  cancer ;  but 
First,  as  to  the  contamination  of  adjacent  then  amputation  above  the  knee  is  much 
parts.*  I  had  seen  the  disease  affect  the  moro  dangerous  than  below  it,  and  it  was  an 
iasciaofperioeteum,  and  then  cause  enlarge-  important  question  to  determine  whether 
ment,  and  thickening,  shd  consolidation,  of  there  was  room  to  perform  the  operation 
bone,  or  some  degree  of  ulceration  in  the  with  safety  against  a  return  of  the  disease,  if 
cancelli ;  but  it  may  do  mora  than  this,  as  the  bone  itself  was  cut  across  below  the 
Ward's  case  has  shewn  you,  and  there  may  be  knee.     Our  notes  remark  that  the  bone  was 
therefore    occasionally    some    difficulty    in  enlarged  and  irregular  in  shape  and  feeling 
ascertaining  how  much  disease  in  any  part  is  much  above  the  opening  into  its  interior, 
really  cancerous,  and  Bow  much  is  simple  and  it  seemed  therefore  probable  to  Mr. 
inflammation.    You  have  a  few  days  ago  Keate  and  myself  that  the  malignant  disease 
teen  the  thigh  amputated  by  Mr.  Babington,  was  very  likely  to  extend  high  within  the 
and  the  case  is  in  many  respects  so  instruc-  cancelli :  Mr.  Babington  was  less  afraid,  I 
tive  that  I  wiU  venture  to  speak  to  you  about  believe.    Nevertheless  you  may  perceive  that 
it,  although  not  under  my  own  care.  in  fact  the  operation  mig^t  have  been  done 
Richard  Webb,  st.  54,  admitted  April  below  the  knee,  as  the  d^ease  in  theinterior 
28th,  with  a  scirrhous  ulcer  of  the  right  leg.  was  in  all    probability  only  inflammation 
Tlie  ulcer  is  situated  a  little  below  the  mid-  ending  in  abscess  and  necrosis,  wiUi  enlarge- 
dle  of  the  leg,  over  the  tibia,  irregular  on  ment  of  the  shaft ;  and  the  cancerous  disease 
its  surface,  with  several  prominent  warty  was  confined,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  cuta- 
granulations ;  a  probe  passes  freely  into  a  '  neous  texture,  where  the  warty  and  fungous 
cavity  in  the  bone,  which  is  felt  exposed,  appearance  and  its  vascularity  are  as  well 
and  in  one  part  destroyed  entirely  through  seen  now  as  when  the  blood  circulated  in  it. 
its  substance,  so  that  the  probe  passes  to  The  disease,  in  fact,  is  only  a  little  further 
the  soft  parts  posterior  to  the  tibia.    The  extension  of  healthy  inflammation  below  the 
integuments  for  some  distance  around  the  cancerous  ulcer,  like  that  which,  in  the  person 
ulcer  are  slightly  thickened,  indurated,  and  from  whom  I  removed  this  limb  by  amputa- 
of  a  purple  colour.     At  present  there  is  not  tion,  had  only  caused  the  deposit  of  an 
much  discharge  from  the  ulcer,  but  when  it  increased  quantity  of  osseous  structure.     It 
becomes  profuse  it  is  very  offensive.   Suffers  is  indeed  doubtful,  when  all  the  man's  history 
much  from  sharp  shooting  pains  up  the  is  considered,  whether  theabecessand  necrosis 
thigh ;  a  gland  in  the  groin  is  very  slightly  did  not  precede  the  cancerous  action,  and 
enlarged  and  hardened ;  superficial  veins  of  whether  this  did  not  come  on  in  the  skin, 
leg  and  foot  enlarged.     States  that  twenty-  after  the  abscess  in  the  bone  ulcerated,  the 
one  months  ago  he  struck  the  part  (which  is  malignity  remaining  throughout  confined  to 
now  ulcerated)  with  a  hook  :  the  skin  was  the  skin.  The  disease  is  in  fiicr,  in  either  sup- 
not  broken,  and  he  continued  to  exercise  the  position,  a  mixed  case :  and  in  another  patient, 
limb :    it  soon  became  inflamed,  and  ex-  Porter,  now  in  the  hospital,  with  malignant 
tremely  painful,  and  he  expresses  having  felt  disease  of  the  ankle,  you  may  see  that  in  acan- 
a  '*  knot  growipg  from  the  bone."     It  con-  cerous  disease  beginning  below  the  skin,  the 
tinned  to  increase,  and  six  months  after  the  ulcer  formed  in  the  skin  may  assume  a  warty 
aecident  it  became  ulcerated.      Since  the  appearance,  like  that  which  originates  in  the 
ulceration  has  commenced  several  spiculs  of  cutis. 

bone  have  come  away.      Ten  weeks  ago  But  now  let  us  return  to  my  own  case, 

caustic  was  applied  to  it,  which  impeded  its  that  of  Ward,  and  see  in  our  notes  and  in 

growth,  but  ineffectually.     He  is  unable  to  the  preparations  what  extensive  disease  may 

stand.    The  foot  is  much  benumbed.    The  be  caused  in  the  bone  by  cancerous  ulceration 

tibia  appears  enlarged  in  the  neighbourhood  manifestly  commencing  in  the  cicatrix  in  the 

of  the  ulcer,  and  rather  irregular  to  within  a  skin. 

short  distance  of  the  head.    Tongue  coated.  The  longitudinal  section  of  the  1^  shews 

Pulse  quiet.     General  health  good.     States  you   how    much  the    skin  and    subjacent 

Chat  forty. three  years  ago  he  had  an  ulcer  on  textures  are  converted  into  the  usual  hard 
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fibrovB  strnctaTe  of  cancer,  but  you  may  probably  excited  by  simple  irritatiott  vad 

perceive  alao  at  the  part  where  the  bone  was  enlargement,  without  malignant  infection, 

flexible,  that  the  anterior  part  of  the  bone  is  The  correspondence  between   cancer   of 

destroyed,   and  that  the  whole  cancellouB  cicatrices  and  that  of  healthy  akin,  as  to  its 

structure  is  changed  into  a  dense  white  effects  on  the  glands,  had  not  been  witnessed 

lardaceons  substance,  which  may  be  cut  with  by  me  when  my  paper  was  written,  but  I 

a  knife,  a  few  spicnlie  only  of  osseous  matter  have  since  then  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 

being  found  in  it.     The  whole  head  of  the  that  absorption  does  take  place,  and  the  case 

bone  is  changed  into  this  new  growth,  leaving  is  an  example  at  once  of  this  fact,  and  of  die 

the  cartilage  however  in  its  normal  condition,  mildness  of  the  disease,  on  account  of  tbt 

and  there  is  no  sign  of  disease  in  the  articula-  length  of  time  it  had  existed  before  tihe 

tion.     You  may  perceive  that  the  cancelli,  glands  were  affected.     It  happened  in  one  of 

as  low  as  where  the  bone  was  sawn  across  the  patients  whose  cases  were  detailed  in  the 

about  the  middle  of  the  leg,  have  undergone  pi^er,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Calloott,  who 

this  alteration  into  a  cancerous  tumor ;  in  was  operated  on  by  Sir  B.  Brodie  i\  1828, 

fact,  although  several  inches  were  allowed  the  disease  appearing  to  be  connected  wi^ 

below  the  part  where  the  bone  was  flexible,  the  tibia,  which  had  been  injured  twenty-seven 

yet  even  lower  than  this  the  bone  has  become  years  previously,  and  having  then  eziated 

diseased,  leaving  only  a  few  inches  from  the  fourteen  months.     A  portion  of  bone  was 

ankle  free  from  it.     In  this  transverse  slice  removed  by  the  trephine  akmg  widi  the 

of  the  lower  end  of  the  bone  the  change  is  cancerous  fongus,  but  it  was  found  to  be 

very  well  seen,  as  one  portion  (its  posterior  only  vascular  and  inflamed,  and  not  chained 

surface)  is  still  composed  of  healthy  osseous  into  cancer,  as  in  Wkrd.   The  limb  oontianed 

tissue,  while  the  other  two  surfaces  of  the  quite  well  for  nine  years,  and  then  broke  out 

outer  shell,   and  the  greater  part  of  the  in  the  old  cicatrix  in  the  early  part  of  1837« 

cancelli,  are  lardaceous  and  white,  and  softer  and  he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  in  the 

than  usual,  looking  like  what  you  may  see  following  December,  under  my  care,  when 

in  a  tumor  unconnected  with  bone.  60  years  of  age,  with  a  cancerous  fungus  of 

The  appearance  of  the  new  growth  is  not  about  three  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter, 

however  Uke  brain ;  it  is  not  like  a  medullary  attended  with  much  pain.     Amputation  was 

or  hfematoid  variety  of  malignant  structure,  proposed  to  him,  as  the  bone  was  felt  at  ^tm 

but  is  much  more  Uke  the  scirrhous  form  of  bottom  of  the  fixngtis,  but  he  preferred  trying 

carcinoma,  using  this  term  in  its  genuine  the  effect  of  caustic  first,  and  chloride  of 

sense.  zinc  was  applied  to  half  of  the  sore.     Una 

In  this  next  preparation  cancerous  disease  was  followed  by  inflammation  of  the  absor- 
of  the  tibia  has  gone  to  a  further  stage  in  a  bents  and  ceUular  texture,  fcnd  much  die- 
man  whose  leg  was  amputated  by  Mr.  turbance  of  the  health,  and  some  weeks 
Walker,  and  you  may  perceive  that  besides  afterwards  I  amputated  the  leg  below  the 
the  infiltration  of  the  cancelli  with  cancerous  knee.  The  bone  even  now  was  only  super- 
matter,  and  the  absorption  of  the  old  bone  ficially  affected,  but  on  the  man's  death,  from 
to  make  way  for  the  new  deposit,  there  has  inflammation  of  the  veins,  I  found  several 
been  extensive  destruction  in  several  parts  of  the  glands  in  the  groin  enlarged  with 
by  deep  ulceration,  forming  excavations  in  hard  firm  white  substance,  with  some  of  die 
the  interior  of  the  bone,  in  a  much  more  yellowish  deposit  in  it,  which  is  often  Iband 
marked  degree  than  in  Ward.  There  was  in  cancerous  glands,  and  which  left  no  doubt 
some  doubt  whether  the  disease  might  not  in  lay  mind  of  their  being  contaminated  by 
have  originated  in  the  bone,  and  ulcerated  the  disease  of  the  leg  below  them ;  one  of 
outwards  into  an  old  cicatrix,  the  disease  them  was  as  large  as  a  walnut,  the  others  were 
then  presenting  the  usual  warty  growth  and  smaller.      . 

fungous  appearance  of  cancer  of  cicatrices ;  This  is,  however,  the  only  instance  I  have 

but  if  it  were  so,   it  equally  shews  that  seen  of  the  absorbent  glands  being  affected* 

cancer  of  a  cicatrix  is  possessed  of  certain  out  of  perhaps  some  twenty-five  cases  of  the 

characters,  in  whatever  way  it  begins,  and  disease,  of  which  I  have  either  notes  or  a 

that  both  the  skin  and  the  bone  may  be  distinct  recollection ;  and  therefore  surgical 

extensively  destroyed  by  ulceration.     The  operation  for  the  cure  of  this  kind  of  cancer 

patient  died  of  secondary  abscesses,  I  believe,  can  be  undertaken  with  tolerable  confidence, 

without  morbid  deposits  of  cancerous  kind  The  occurrence  shews  the  similarity  of  the 

in  the  rest  of  the  body.  cancer  of  cicatrices,  and  of  the  skin ;  but  at 

Secondly ,  with  regard  to  the  absorption  the  same  time  it  demonstrates  their  diasimi- 

of  the  poison  of  the  cancerous  ulcers  of  larity  in  degree,  as  infection  in  the  commoit 

cicatrices.    When  this  patient,  Ward,  was  cancer  of  the  skin,  especially  when  of  sneh 

unwilling  to  submit  to  ampuUtion,  you  will  long  standing,  is  undoubtedly  in  a  greater 

remember  that  we  had  reason  to  fear  that  proportion  of  cases  than  this.      How  many 

the  gUmds  in  the  groin  were  becoming  con-  glands  may  be  affected  by  common  cancer  of 

taminated,    but   our    apprehensions   were  the  skin,  yon  have  leen  in  Mr.  Tatum's  case. 
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recimtfy  operated  on,  many  of  ttiti  glmOs  of  matter,  and  the  fbnnatioQ  of  secondary  ab- 

the  neck  being  in  that  case  edaiiBed,  besides  scesees,   than  an  operation  by  tiie  knife.* 

some  tubercles  in  the  skin,  separate  from  But  then,  on  the  otiier  hand,  I  think  you 

this  fungous  ulcer  which  was  remored.  will  much  more  frequency  have  inflamma- 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  general  state  of  the  tion  of  die  absorbent  vessels,  and  crysipela- 

system  in  cancer  of  cicatrices.     There  was  tous  inflammation  of  the  skin,  after  the  use 

no  disease  found  in  sny  part  of  the  body  in  of  strong  caustics,  than  when  a  cutting  in- 

Callcott,   nor  in   another  patient  whom  I  strument  is  used ;  so  that  I  scarcely  know 

careftiUy  examined  after  death,  with  the  very  which  is  really  attended  with  more  risk  to 

laige  and  fetal  ulcer  which  I  before  men-  the  patient  from  tiiese  accidents.     When 

tioned  to    you ;    nor,    I  beliere,  in   Mr.  you  employ  caustic,  it  must  'be  one  active 

Walker's  patient,   to  idiom  this  limb  be-  enough  to  destroy  the  whole  thickness  of  the 

longed ;  nor  was  there  any  evidence  of  kxal  disease ;  so  that  the  actual  cautery,  or  lunar 

cfiaease,   nor  of  cancerous  deterioration  of  caustic,   are  useless;  even  nitric  acid  will 

the  health,    in  any  of  the  other  patients  often  extend  with  difficulty  through  the  new 

whom  1  have  operated  on,   or  seen  under  structure.     Kali  purum,  or  the  chlorides  of 

other  suigeons'  care.     It  is  probable,  there-  zinc  or  antimony,  may  be  employed  without 

fore,  considering  the  number  of  eases  I  have  the  risk  which  attends  the  use  of  arsenic ; 

seen,  that  such  an  occurrence  is  extremely  but  I  think  the  best  of  all  is  the  chloride  of 

rare,  and  particulariy  as,  even  in  the  more  sine,   which  may  be  proportioned,   with  a 

virulent  cancerous  ulcerations  of  common  little  experience,  to  the  exact  thickness  of 

ridn,  the  system  in  very  many  cases  appears  the  part  to  be  destroyed  in  different  cases, 

not  to  be  contaminated  by  the  local  disease.  Sometimes,  then,  the  tumor  or  ulcer  may 

We  lost  the  opportunity,  in  Mr.  Tatum's  thus  be  taken  away  completely  ;  sometimes, 

case,  of  seeing  whether  there  was  any  can-  when  a  bone  is  exposed,  and  rough  or  ca- 

cerous  deposit  in  the  viscera,  as,  owing  to  rious,  a  chisel  will  scrape  off  the  surfece, 

some  cause  or  other,  only  the  head  was  exa-  without,  in  its  inflamed  state,  causing  the 

mined ;  but  I  understood  there  were   no  exposed  layer  to  exfoliate ;  or,  if  it  is  too 

symptoms  of  disease  before  his  death,  except  hard  for  tlds,  the  surfece  of  tiie  bone  may 

in  the  head,  where  no  morbid  d^osit  was  be  touched  by  nitric  acid,  when  the  bleeding 

found.  has  ceased  after  the  operation,  exfoliation  of 

course  then  taking  place.    Sometimes,  again, 

Thus,  then,  if  cancer  of  dcatrioes  is  so  the  disease  is  too  extensire,  or  too  deep,  to 

mild  in  its  effects  as  to  be  nearly  always  admit  of  removal  without  amputation  of  the 

local — ^if  the  glands  are  only  affected  in  some  Umb  in  which  it  is  situated. 

rare  case,  and  the  system  still  more  rarely 

becomes  contaminated,  although  the  disease 

has  extended  deeply  and  largely  even  into  SENECIO  JACOBCEA 

the  cancelli  of  the  bones — a  cure  may  rea-  ^  .. 

_      Li^  I 4.-   • *.j    ;„  «i«««*  «..«'««„«  IN  OONORRHCEA,  AND  A  METHOD  OP  MAKING 

sonably  be  anticipated  in  almost  every  case.  '      ,  , 

T»..*.i  -iuj-  i.  I  BALSAM  OF  COPAIBA  INTO  PILLS. 

But  then,  again,  as  the  disease  is  not  merely  »^*-»«^ 

an  ulcer  of  unhealthy  character,  but  is  es-  

nntially  a  morbid  deposit,  capable  uf  spread-         To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

ing  into  the  adjacent  parts,  nothing  short  of  ^ 

the  entire  removal  or  destruction  of  every  ' 

portion  of  the  new  growth  can  produce  this  You  did  me  the  fevonr  on  the  23d  ult.  to 

Qfgre,  ^^  ^^  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 

There,  are  but  two  methods  of  efiecting  Senecio  jaoobooa,   which  I  have  reason  to 

this  object,  namely,  the  use  of  caustics,  or  of  believe  possesses  properties  which  make  it 

the  knife  of  the  surgeon.     Each  of  these  may  a  useful  remedy  in  gonorriusa.      Several 

be  applicable  in  some  cases ;  or  where  both  gentlemen,  have  kindly  responded  to   my 

may  be  employed  effectually,   the   patient  request,  and  are  making  experiments  with 

may  sometimes  have  his  choice  of  the  two  it.      From  some  of  them  I  have  already 

plans.     For  small  portions  of  the  disease,  received  most  hopeful  accounts,  and  my  own 

or  superficial  ulcere,  caustic   may  be  em-  experience  seems  to  warrant  an  increased 

ployed  as  safely  as  the  knife,  although  per-  confidence  in  its  usefulness.     Still  I  should 

haps  with  more  pain  to  the  patient,  whose  not  be  justified  in  speaking  too  confidently 

feare  often  lead  him  to  choose  the  caustic  in  upon  the  result  of  a  few  cases.     I  vrish  to 

preference  to  the  other  mode.     If  the  thick-  collect  the  history  of  many,  from  various 

Bss  is  great,  the  knife  must  be  much  less  practitioners ;  and  I  pledge  myself  to  tender 

painful,  and  probably  safer,  than  the  use  of  a  fiuthful  account  of  all  I  receive  proiierly 

caustic.  authenticated.     It  is  desirable  to  know  in 

As  a  general  rule,  I  think  caustic  i^  less  what  stage  of  the  disease  it  may  be  useful, 

likely  to  be  followed  by  inflammation  of  the  and  what  effects,  direct  or  indirect  (if  any), 

cellular  tissue,  with,  risk  of  absorpticn  of  it  exerts  on  the  system. 


a78  MR.  GARDNER  ON  SENECIO  JACOBCEA. 

In  this  «tage  of  the  inqoiiy,  I  sincerely  15  grains,  tiiuree  times  a  d«y,  in  the  ifit 

hope   that    the    letter    of     Mr.    Bcntley  stages  of  the  disease ;  snd  I  ooj^t  to  correct 

(chemist)  will  not  prevent  any  one  from  any  assertion  of  its  nanseoosaeai,   whkh 

giving  the  remedy  a  fidr  and  impartial  trial,  applies  to  the  decoction,  as  patieaU  eon 

I  shall,  notwithstanding  his  opinion,  take  take  the  extract  mixed  in  water, 

leave  to  consider  the  Senecio  jacobcea  to  be  Mr.  IXlnstanley,  of  the  Ponl^,  tiao,  has 

new  remedy  for  gonorrhoea,  until  it  is    prepared  the  extract  this  season ;  sad  I  d» 


pointed  ont  to'  me  where,  or  by  whom,  any  not  doubt  the  extent  of  its  useluhicaa  (for 

trial  of  it  in  this  disease  is  recorded.     I  trust  that  it  is  uselul  in  the  disease  I  cannA 

that  my  letter  conveyed  to  no  other  reader  entertain  a  doubt)  will  be  shordy  aettkd, 

the  impression  that  I  daimed  for  it  to  be  for  the  herbalists  in  Covcnt  Ganka  havr« 

altogether  new  to  the  materia  medica.      In  smoe  the  appearance  of  my  letter,  had  a 

common  with  every  indigenous  plant,  so  great  demand  for  the  plant, 

conspicuous  in  our  hedge  rows,  all  sorts  of  The  entertaining  anthonof  the  **  Rtjeetad 

properties  have  been  attributed  to  it  by  the  Addresses,"  m  their  imitatkm  of  Cohhrtt^ 

older  herbalists.    The  latest  account  of  this  make  him  say  of  some  extrsordinary  evsat, 

plant  which  I  have  seen  is  in  the  Diction-  '•  I  prophesied  that,  tmfy  I  never  toU  any 

naire  Universel  de  Mati^re  Medicate,  par  body."     So,  whatever  is  advanced  in  pfayiie. 

P.  V.  Merat  and  A.  J.  Dc  Lens.     1834.  some  one  starts  up  with — "  I  knew  thi< 

BaiUi^re.  before  ! !"     1  do  heartily  wish  that  every 

**  Ce  vegetal  vhraoe  est  repute  emollient,  practitioner   who    knows    any    real    trvch 

resolutif,  ^^ritif,  expectorant,  detersif,  et  rdative  to  diseases  and  remedies  widdk 

surtout  vulneraire.      Sa    decoction  a  ete  not  recorded  would  hasten  to  make  it  ka 

conseillie  dans  Tangine,  rinflammation  des  It  is  surely  on  komour  to   advaaee 

amygdales,  la  dysenterie,  &c.     On  Ta  ap-  science,  if  it  be  only  an  hsirVbreadtii* 

pliqu^  en  cataplasmes  sur  le  has- ventre  dans  **  pafanam  qui  merait  frraL** 

lesdooleundecette  region,  Burles  contusions,  Might  I  suggest  that  a  small  ec 

las  ulc^r^s  sordides,  &c.     On  n'en  fait  an-  ^^  Gazbttb  allotted  to  neg^ve  i 

jourd'huinul  usage  dans  la  medicine  urbaine;  ^^q  would  convey  useful  infonnatioa*  as, 

sans  donte  la  viUageoise,  si  richc  en  pre-  f^  example,  thus  :— 

scriptions  veg^tales,  Temploie  encore,  mais  <«  j  tried  the  common  black  pitcii  m  mx 

probablement  sans  beanoonp  d'efficacite."  ^g^g^  of  gonorrhoea,  in  doses  of  half  a  drarha 

To  another  plant  of  the  same  fiunily—  ^o  a  drachm,  three  times  a  day,  and  could  imc 

the  Senecio  vulgaris  (groundsel)— the  power  g^g  ^^  j^  produced  any  effect.     I  had  wen, 

of  acting  as  an  emetic,  when  its  bruised  leaves  gomcwhere,  that  it  possessed  the  power  *< 

are  appUed  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  is  affecting  all  mucous  membranes.— Joa^ 

attributed   by  Mr.  Stedman  (Edin.  Med.  Gardner." 

Essays,  vol.  ii.) ;  and  it  has  found  a  pbuxs,  gy  adding  to  such  short  statpmcnta  Ae 

probably  from  this  property,  in  the  Pharma-  authority,  an  opinion  may  be  farmed   by 

<»p*e  Universelle.  subsequent  inquirers  of  the  degree  of  weigkt 

But  the  question  is,  who  has  used  this  ^^^  ^  them, 

spteies  (jacoboea)  in  this  disease?     I  shall  ^hyg  ^n  the  subject  of  gonorrlwea.  I 

be  most  happy  to  receive  from  the  practi-  ghould  like  to  communicate  aome 

tionera  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bentley  an  account  fa^t.  to  repay  the  readers  of  tiiis  lon^ 

of  their  experiments,   and  wiU  give    due  xhcre  is  one  which,  alUiongb  known  to 

wmght  to  their  testimony.    In  the  mean-  diemists,  is  not  known  to   many  p 

time,  I  would  remark,  that,  in  my  opinion,  tionera :  it  is  but  a  trifle,  and  there  aie 

the  juice  of  the  plant  deserves  no  confidence.  ^|j^,^   ^th  myself,  are   not 

as  every  one  knows  that  the  active  principles  trifles. 
of  herbs  exist  in  the  expressed  juices  in  very 


variable  proportions ;    and,  besides,  it  is  ^ow  to  maie  Copaiba  imto 

necessary  to  add  to  ttiem    some   foreign        Take— Balsam  of  Copaiba,  5  parti ;  Bi 
substances,  ak»hol,&c.,  to  prevent fermen-  bonato  of  MagnesU,  3  parta.      Bn% 


tatkm,  whidi  may  seriously  impair,  and,  in  **»«»  together,  and  a  mi 

■ome  cases,  entirely  destroy,  their  there-  exacUy  adapted  for  piUs. 

pentic  virtues.    For  these  reasons,  probably.  This  affords  a  very  convenient  means  of  aJ- 

the  liquid  juices  have  been  long  banished  ministering  this  drug;  the  pills  agree  with  tW 

from  the  British  pharmacopoeias.  stomach  better  than  the  gelatinous  capsnW 

Perhaps,  as  Mr.  Bentley*s  extract  of  the  or  any  other  form  that  I  am  acquaint^  vffh 

Senerio  jacobcea  was  made  "  some    time  (and  they  are  not  more  than  ooe-dglith  t^ 

past,"  its  eflSoacy  may  be  diminished,  as  the  one-tenth  of  their  price),  probably  frtnn  thr 

rrsnlts,  he  says,  were  not  positively  against  minute  subdivision  of  the  balsam.  thecScMnr 

ita  use  in  gonorrhoea,  but  merely  * '  doubtful."  of  which  is  not  at  all  impaired.     Dr.  A .  T 

We  are  giving  and   recommending  the  Thomson  has  published  a  method  of  vak  a* 

Ttract  made  by  Mr.  Bullock,  in  doses  of  copaiba  into  pnis  with  calcined 
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which  is  tedious,  and  not  so  effectual  as  the  bebig  composed  of  more  than  300  mem- 

aboye. — I  an^  sir,  bers,    was,    of   course,    unsuited    to    dis- 

Your  obedient  servant,  charge  executive    functions   of   any  kind. 

John  Gardner.  We  were  ably  supported  by  the  other  depu- 

-?__ '        result  of  private  conversations  with  the  mem  - 

MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  IRE-  5®"  °^  ^^  association,  that  the  general 

J  fLj^T^  feeling  was  m  favour  of  a  system  of  sustained 

^^^*^'  action  in  support  of  the  interests  of  the  pro- 

PR0CS1DIN09  OF  COUNCIL.  fcssion,  whcreby  the  influence  and  fimda  of 

the  association  might  be  made  actively  use- 

Seport  qf  the  Deputiet  appointed  to  attend  ful ;  rather  than  of  the  delivering  of  an 
the  annivertary  meeting  qf  the  Provincial  annual  oration  on  medical  reform.  We 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association.  regret  to  say,  however,  that  the  secretary. 
Pursuant  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Dr.  Hastings,  and  Dr.  Barlow,  chairman  of 
council  on  the  22d  ult.,  we  attended  ihb  the  reform  committee,  thought  differently, 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medi-  and  distinctly  inforfned  us  that  they  did  not 
cal  and  Surgical  Association  held  at  York  wish  any  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 
on  the  3d,  4tfa,  and  5th  inst. ;  and,  as  a  a  responsible  committee  to  be  brought  pub- 
deputation  from  this  Association,  were  re-  licly  forward.  Under  these  circumstances, 
oeived  by  our  English  brethren  with  the  the  deputies  present  conferred  together,  and 
utmost  kindness  and  courtesy.  There  were  unanimously  agreed  to  the  following  resolu- 
also  present  at  the  meeting  deputations  from  tions  : — 

the  North  of  England,  and  from  the  British  York,  August  5,  1841. 
Medical  Associations,  in  conjunction  with  "  At  a  conference  of  the  delegates  of  the 
whom  we  took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Medical,  the  North  of  England,  and 
meeting  held  on  the  4th  inst.  On  that  day  the  Irish  Medical  Associations,  to  the  Pro- 
a  report  upon  the  subject  of  medical  reform  vincial  Medical  Association,  at  its  anniversary 
(published  at  length  in  the  Medical  Press  of  meeting,  it  was  agreed  that  the  delegates 
the  11th  inst.)  was  read  and  adopted  with  should  report  to  their  constituents  respec- 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  deputations,  tively,  that  after  having  attended  and  taken 
It  appeared  to  us,  however,  as  well  as  to  the  a  part  in  the  proceedings  at  the  general 
gentiemen  representing  the  North  of  Eng-  meeting  of  that  body  on  the  previous  day, 
land,  and  the  British  Medical  Associations,  and  having  given  their  best  consideration  to 
that  the  grievances  of  the  profession  required  the  subject,  they  deemed  it  unadvisable  to 
something  more  than  the  mere  enunciation  make  any  specific  proposition  for  the  pur- 
of  the  abstract  truths  contained  in  that  able  pose  of  procuring  its  co-operation  through 
document,  and  that,  for  practical  purposes,  the  medium  of  some  o£5cial  channel  ap- 
it  was  expedient  that  an  efficient  plan  of  pointed  for  that  purpose.  Further,  the 
communication,  through  official  and  respon-  del^^ates  were  informed  by  the  secretary 
sible  channels,  should  be  established  between  that  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  advisable 
the  several  associations,  and  that,  thereby,  that  such  a  proposition  should  be  made  at  the 
an  active  co-operation  should  be  set  on  foot,  present  meeting.  The  secretary  and  the 
for  the  purpose  of  attending,  not  merely  to  chairman  of  the  reform  committee  of  the 
the  subject  commonly  known  as  medical  association  also  stated,  that  a  free  intercourse 
reform,  but  slso  to  the  redress  of  all  practical  had  hitherto  existed  between  the  reform  corn- 
grievances  which  now  oppress  the  medical  mittee  of  the  Provincial  Association  and  the 
practitioner.  We  accordingly  laid  our  views  associations  represented  by  this  conference 
on  the  matter  before  the  Association,  and,  of  delegates,  which,  in  their  opinion,  would 
without  making  a  specific  proposition,  en-  be  sufficient  at  the  present  time, 
deavonred  to  point  out  the  advantages  that  As  it  appeared  essential  to  the  best  in- 
would  result  from  the  appointment  of  a  com-  terests  of  the  medical  profession  to  organise 
mittee  invested  with  powers  to  co-operate,  a  plan  of  co-operation  between  the  different 
eifiekntly,  with  other  bodies,  for  the  pro-  associations  founded  for  medical  reform,  it 
tectkm  of  general  professional  interests.  We  wss  unanimously  agreed,  that  the  fullest  and 
were  the  more  anxious  for  the  appointment  freest  intercourse  between  their  councils  be 
of  a  committee,  specially  charged  with  such  recommended  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
duties, becausewewereaware,fromtheexperi-  measures  for  the  good  government  and  legu- 
ence  of  tiie  past  year,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  lation  of  the  medical  body.'' 
Dr.  Barlow,  the  respected  chairman  of  the  A  copy  of  these  resolutions,  bearing  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Asso-  signatures  of  Dr.  Brown  of  Sunderland,  Dr. 
eiation  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  Webster  of  Dulwich,  and  Mr.  Bottomley  of 
profession,  that  that  committee  had  no  power  Croydon,  we  now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the 
fxcept  to  report  annually  ;  and  that  the  Council.  Robert  C.  Williams. 
power  of  acting  lay  with  the  council,  which,  H.  Maunsell. 
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REMARKABLE  CASES  OF  HERNIA- 
RY M.  Demeaux. 


At  the  meetings  of  the  Anatomical  Society 
of  Paris,  M.  D.  lately  presented  two  re- 
markable preparations.    The  first  was  from 
a  man  advanced  in  life,  of  whose  history 
nothing  was  known.     M.  0.,  in  carefully 
dissecling  a  hernia  which  was  situated  at 
the  right  inguinal  ring,  and  was  as  large  as 
a  moderately  8i2ed  orange,  met  with  some 
muscular  fibres,  which  at  first  he  knew  not 
what  to  refer  to,  for  the  sac  had  not  yet^ 
been  opened.      He  jsoon  found,  however, 
that  they  were  those  of  an  intestine,  and  he 
then  opened  the  abdomen,  and  found  that 
the  caecum  had  slipped  downwards,  so  that 
its  posterior  wall  had  come  in  contact  with 
the  orifice  of  the  inguinal  canal,  through 
which  it  had  formed  a  hernia.     It  was  this 
posterior  wall  which  prosented  externally. 
Within,  a  similar  portion  of  the  anterior 
wall  formed  a  pouch,  which  was  covered  by 
peritoneum,   and    constituted  a  sac,    into 
which  a  loop  of  small  intestine  had  passed. 
On  blowing  into   the  lower  extremity  of 
the  latter,   the  protruded  portion  of  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  cecum  suddenly  re- 
entered the  abdomen,  and  with  it  the  fold 
of  small  intestine  which  it  contained.    To 
hove  arrived  at  the  latter  in  an  operation, 
it  would  have  been  necessary  to  cut  through, 
Ist,  the  skin  and  fasciee,  2d,  the  posterior 
vfsXi  of  the  cfficom,  3d,  the  anterior  wall  and 
the  peritoneum. 

In  the  second  case  the  patient  was  a  man 
56  years  old,  who  had  long  had  an  inguinal 
hernia  on  the  left  side.     For  some  time  he 
wore  a  truss  ;  but  the  rupture  having  ceased 
to  come  down  he  had  left  it  off,  and  then, 
after  long  walking,  the  hernia  reappeared, 
and  at  last   could  not  be  reduced.      The 
Ordinary   operation  was  performed,  and  it 
was  scarcely  necessary  to  divide  the  ring : 
a  mass  of  omentum  could  not  be  returned 
on  account  of  adhesions,  but  a  small  loop  of 
intestine  which  lay  behind  it  was  replaced 
without  difficulty.    In  three  days  the  patient 
died  of   peritonitis.      The    orifice    of  the 
higuinal  canal  was  found  to  present  rather  a 
large  infundibulum  ;    but  it  soon  divided 
hito  two  branches.      The  one  whidi  was 
anterior  and  internal  extended  down  to  the 
testicle,   and   still  contained  the    mass   of 
omentum  :  this  was,  therefore,  a  congenital 
hernia,   and  in  this  the  strangulation  had 
taken  place  :  the  other,  posterior  and  ex- 
ternal,  though  also   very   deep,   contained 
nothing ;  its  orifice  was  larger  tium  that  of 
the  anterior  sac,  and  would  have  admitted 
the  finger. — L  Bxaminateur  Mtidical,  JuU- 
let  11. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  OSMTLBMBN  WBiO  HAVK  aSCBlVKD 
CBRTZFICATKS. 

Thurtday,  Augtui  19,  1841. 
J.  Highett,  London.-^.  Medlicott,  Bishop*! 
Castle— T.  Clarke,  Doncaster. -C  Goddard, 
Norwich.— R.  Hicks,  Stumer,  Essex — J.  Dlck- 
Bon,  Ronaldkirk,  Yorkshire.  —  C.  L.  Allwork, 
Maidstone,  Kent.— T.  B.  Johoson,  Newcastle^>n- 
Tyne.— P.  B.  GUet,  Hope  Court,  Ludlow. 

A  TABLE  OF  MORTAUTY  FOR  TU£ 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 

Causes  registered  m  the  Week,  ending 

Saturday,  tiie  14th  Aug.  1841. 

SroaU  P0K 10 

Measles 19 

Scarlatina  > 7 

Hooping  Cough  41 

Croup  5 

Thrush    10 

Diarrhoea    16 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera    1 

Influenza I 

Typhus    19 

Erysipelas 5 

Syphflis  » 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  ..  1&4 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration 23S 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  ....  90 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  otlier 

Organs  of  Digestion 64 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c. 7 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  • 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumatism 1 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c a 

Ulcer    O 

Fistula    ...; 0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 1 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 109 

Old  Age  or  Natural  f)coay 41 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privalioa^er  Intesape* 

ranee  i^.-.. 37 

Causes  not  specified  a 


Deaths  from  all  Causes 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  LatiiudehV>  37'  32"  JST. 
Longitude  (P  3'  51"  W.  of  Grfenurieh. 


Augrut. 
Wednesday  18 


Thursday 

Friday . 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 


19 
SO 
21 
23 
38 
S4 


iThbrmombtkr. 

ftom  56  to  70 

47  72 

63  74 

33  70 

49  65 

53  «4-5 

46  63 


flAROnnrrRit. 
3006  to  30-14 


30*14 
29*93 
29*62 
39*64 
9978 
9r9» 


ao-09 

99-73 
2©-77 
29*a6 


Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

On  the  Isth,  morning  overcast,  with  nrin; 
otherwise  clear.  The  19tb  and  roltowiniir  day 
clear.  The  21st,  morning  cloudy,  with  rain :  after* 
noon  clear.  The  22d,  morning  doudy,  with  rain  \ 
afternoon  clear;  evening  overcast.  The  33d, 
morning  overcast,  with  neavy  rain :  oth4erw1s« 
generally  clear.  The  24t]i,  generally  clear;  % 
shower  of  rain  between  12  and  1  r.H. 

4tain  AiUen,  *4S5  of  an  inch- 
Cha.rt.bs  Henrt  Adams.    ' 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  measure  the  namerous  deviations  from  the 

natural  sound,  that  will  reach  your  ear  in 

^  diaeaae.     Listen  to  the  voioe  and  the  breath- 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  >n«  of  healthy  duldren— or  of  some  of  you4r 

PHYSIC  friends  and  feUow-stndents — and  you  will 

'  soon   recognise   those    respiratory    sounds 

Delivered  at  Kinff'e  College,  London,  which  accompany  the  perfect  state  and  work- 

ing  of  the  breath-machine. 

By  Pa.  Watson.  I  intend  to  commence  with  those  diseases 

of  the  lungs  in  which  the  mucoue  membrane 

LxCTUR*  XLVIII.  \mva%  the  air  passages  is  primarily  or  princi- 
pally InTolved.     This  membrane  is  often 

Catarrh .-  Ha  varieties.    Acute  Bronchitis,  affected    alon^.      It  is  much    exposed  to 

Dry  eounde  attending  the  reepiration ;  known  eaueea  of  disease :  to  alternations  of 

rhonchue,  and  eibihte :    moiet   eounde ;  tempemtuw  in  the  air  which  is  constantty 

large  and  email  crepitation  :  how  these  passing  over  it;  to  the  irriUtion  produced 

are  produced,  and    what  they  denote,  by  acrid  or  noxious  matters,  soUd  or  gaseous, 

Treatment  of  acute  bronchitis.     Pen-  which  are  mixed  and  inhaled  with  the  air. 

.   pneumonia  notha.      Sudden  tn/arctton  And  when  disease  commences  in  oM«r  parts 

of  a  large  bronchus,  of  the  lungs,  it  seldom  fails  to  reach,  sooner 

In  the  last  lecture  I  described  to  you,  in  a  or  later,  the  mucous  membrane.     In  diseases 

general  manner,  the  method  of  auscultation ;  also  of  the  heart  the  same  mucous  mem- 

or  the  employment  of  the  sense  of  hearing  brane  is  very    liable    to  be  consecutively 

in  the  investigation  of  disease ;  and  parti-  affected,  by  reason  of  those  alterations  in  the 

cularly  of  thoracic  disease.     I  explained,  as  condition  of  its  capillary  vessels  which  the 

well  as  I  could,  the  different  sounds  which  disorder  of  the  circulation  produces, 

result  from  percussing  various  parts  of  the  Now  I  shall  first  point  out  the  changes  to 

chest ;  and  from  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  which  this  mucous  membrane  is  liable  ;  and 

air  during  the  several  acts  of  breathing,  then  describe  the  modifications  of  the  natural 

speaking,  and  coughing.     I  mentioned  cer-  sounds  that  result  from  such  changes  ;  and 

tain  conttitions  in  which  those  natural  sounds  lastly,  consider  the  different  forms  of  disease 

are  abolished :  but  I  did  not  speak,  except  which  these  changes  constitute,  and  these 

incidentally  and  very  cursorily,  of  the  altered  altered  sounds  denote, 

and  new  sounds  to  which  the  presence  of  In  a  former  part  of  the  course  I  gave  you 

disease  within  the  thorax  has  been  found  to  some  account  of  the  peculiarities  which  dif- 

give  rise.    Nor  do  I  propose  to  enter  now  ferences  of  texture  impress  upon  the  pheno- 

opon  nnj formal  account  of  these  morbid  mena  and  process  of  inflammation  :    and 

sounds.     I  shall  endeavour  to  make  you  ac-  among  the  rest,  I  spoke  of  the  behaviour  of 

quaioted  with  their  characters,  and  causes,  the  mucous  tissue  when  inflamed, 

and  signification,  as  tiiey  arise  in  the  pro-  Catarrh. — The  mucous  membranes,  in 

gress  of  the  separate  thoracic  diseases  which  the  state  of  health,  are  perpetually  moist. 

I  am  about  to  consider.  The  exhalation  of  this  moisture,  to  a  cer- 

Before  yon  can  possibly  appreciate  the  tain  amount,    and  not    beyond  a  certain 

morbid  sounds,  you  must  make  yourselves  amount,    constitutes    an  essential  part  of 

familiar  with  the  natural  and  healthy.    Yon  their   healthy  functions.      Now  their  t». 

must  have  a  standard,  by  whkh  you  may  Jtammation   (for    I    am   about  to  consder 

718.— XXVIII.  3  L 


882    DR.  WATSON  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OP  PHYSIC. 

lint   the   inflammatory    affections  of    the  the  frontal  nntuetf  it  is  named  gravedo* 
membrane  of  the  air  passages ;  some  of  them  It  is  a  variety  of  catarrh.    In  catarrh,  some- 
indeed  I  have  already  discussed),  I  say  the  timesonepart,  and  sometimes  the  whole,  of  the 
inflammation  of  these  mucoos  surfaces  al-  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages  snUera 
ters  their  ordinary  secretion.     An  inflamed  inflammation.      If  the  disorder  goes  down 
mucous  membrane  is  in  the  first  instance  into  the  lungs,  it  is  said  to  be  a  cold  m  the 
dry;  its  secretion  is  suspended.     But  this  is  cheet  i  or,  from  one  of  the  most  prominent 
not  the  only  change  that  takes  place  in  it ;  of  its  symptoms,  a  cough :  in  medical  Un- 
it becomes  tumid  also,  swollen,  thicker  than  guage,    bronchitie.      It'  sometimes  traTels 
before  :  it  is  redder  than  natural :  and  its  from  one  part  of  the  membrane  to  another, 
sensibility  undergoes  a  perceptible  modifica-  Beginning,  for  example,  in. the  nose,  itgra- 
tion.    Pain,  in  mucous  membranes,  is  not  dually  creeps  down  into  the  windpipe  and 
a  common  phenomenon :  for  their  texture  lungs.     Sometimes  the  inflammatory  condi- 
enables  them  to  expand  or  dilate  freely,  so  tion  passes  from  the  throat  into  the  eusta- 
that  they  escape  much    tension,   and  the  chian    tubes,   and  produces   deafness  ;    or 
pain  which  is  produced  by  tension  :   but  down  the  gullet  and  to  the  stomach,  causing 
their  natural  sensations  are  blunted,  and  new  qualmish  or  other  uneasy  sensations,  and  a 
and  uneasy  sensations  arise  in  them :  sensa>  loss  of   appetite.      And    occasionally  this 
tions  of  heat,  fulness,  itching.     It  happens  order  appears  to  be  reversed.     There  are 
that  we  can  eee  a  portion  of  the  mucous  some  persons  who  will  tell  you  that  when- 
membrane  that  belongs  to  the  air  passages :  ever  any  thing  disagrees  with  their  stomach, 
and  by  noticing  the  changes  produced  in  it  whenever  dyspepsia  is  produced  by  some 
by  inflammation,  we  infer  those  which  are  error  in  diet,  they  are  sure  to  have  catarrh, 
apt  to  take  place  in   the  parts  we  am'        Now  I  have  adverted  to  this  cold  in  the 
not  see.     We  have  all  often  experienced  head,  or  coryza,   because  the  phenomena 
in  our  own  persons  an  inflammatory  state  of  which  are  open  to  our  inspection  in  the 
the  membrane  lining  the    nasal   cavities ;  schneiderian  membrane  take  place  also,  no 
the  schneiderian  membrane.     At  first  the  doubt,  in  the  bronchial.    Hie  membrane  is 
nostril  is  pretematurally  dry :    yet  though  first  dry, ,  and  tumid,   and  irritable ;    the 
it  is  dry,  you  cannot  breathe  tiirough  it :  uneasy  sensations  of  which  it   is  the  seat 
it  is  stuffed   up ;    not   with  accumulated  prompt  to  the  action  of  coughing.     The 
mucus,   but  by  the  mere  swelling  of  the  chest  feels  tight,  stuffed,  constricted.    There 
membrane :  the  sense  of  smell  is  perverted  is  some  hoarseness,  and  a  sense  of  roughness 
or  lost ;    the  part  is  evidently  red  ;   it  is  and  soreness  in  the  windpipe ;  and  a  dry 
tender  also  and  irritable  ;   the  contact  of  cough,  which  seems  to  aris6  from  some  irri- 
atmospheric  air  a  littie  colder  or  a  little  less  tation  about  the  glottis.    -Sometimes,  witb 
pure  than  common,  provokes  sneezing.   The  these  symptoms,  pains  in  the  limbs,  like  the 
affection    extends   often    into    the  frontal  pains  of  rheumatism,  occur ;  the  appetite  is 
sinuses  ;  and  headache  and  oppression  ensue :  impaired  {    the  patient  is  thirsty ;    and  a 
or  it  passes  into  and  through  the  lachrymal  general  lassitude  is  felt  all  over  the  body, 
sac,  tiie  conjunctiva  participates  in  the  in-        But  what  effect  hss  the  altered  state  of 
flammation,  the  puncta  lacrymalia  become  the  membrane  upon  the  sounds  elicited  by 
impervious,  and  the  tears   flow  over  the  percussion ;  or  heard  within  the  chest,  by 
cheek.     And  with  all  this  there  are  some-  the  ear,  during  respiration  ?    Why  it  brings 
times  shivering  or  chilliuess ;  and  the  pulse,  us  acquainted  at  once  with  two  remarkable 
especially  ii\  the  evening,  becomes  a  little  modifications  of  the  natural  sound  of  breath- 
more   frequent  than   common.      There  is  ing ;  and  these  I  must  describe  and  explain, 
slight  fever.     After  the  unusual  dryness,        I   will  take  this  opportunity  of   again 
the  membrane  begins  to  secrete  a  thin  serous  recommending  you  to  read  and  study  the 
fluid,    having    acrid    properties  ;     for    it  little  book  of  lectures  recentiy  published  by 
reddens  and  frets  the  alse  nasi  and  upper  lip  Dr.  Latham.     It  contains  a  very  plain  and 
over  which  it  flows.     By  degrees,  this  thin  clear  account  of  the  auscultatory  signs  of 
serous  fluid  becomes  thicker,  and  as  it  be-  disease  within  the  chest ;  and  he  spraks  of 
comes  thicker  it  becomes  less  irritating  also,  these  signs  in  more  easy  and  popular  Ian- 
more  viscid,  opaque,  and  yellow :  theswelling  guage,  with  less  of  over  refinement,  and  a 
of  the  membrane  diminishes;  it  is  less  raw  and  leas    subservient   adoption  of   the  French 
sensitive  :   at  length  the  secretion  resumes  mode  of  <•!<»» Vmg  and  writing  on  these  sub- 
its  natural  quality  ^  and  is  reduced  to  its  jects,  than  any  other  English  author  that  I 
natural  quantity  again ;  and  the  tumefieu^ion  know  of.     I  recommend  his  little  volume 
of  the  membrane  entirely  disappears.     This  the  rather  also,  because  he  uses  the  nomen- 
is  the  course  of  what  is  popularly  called  a  cloture  which  is  the  most  familiar  to  myself : 
cold  in  the  head.    When  the  defluxion  from  in  fact,  as  we  some  years  ago   saw  and 
the  nasal  membrane  is  considerable,  systems-  talked  of   these    matters  together  in   the 
tic  writers  call  the  compUuntcoryjTtf;  when  it  wards  of  St.  Bartholomew's,  we  were  likely 
is  attended  with  much  pain  and  weight  about  to  employ  the  same  terms. 
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When  yon  listen,  I  repeat,  to  the  breath-  mnrmur,  and  render  it  inaudible.     It  doea 

ing  of  a  healthy  person,  you  hear,  as  the  not  prevent  it,  but  it  outroars  it,  as  it  were, 

breath  goes  in  and  out,  but  especially  as  ijt  Yet  this  is  seldom  the  case :  you  hear  the 

goes  in,  a  smooth  and  gentle  rustle — the  rhonchus,  and,  if  you  listen  attentively,  you 

respiratory    tnurmuri    or    the    veneular  may  in  general  hear,  mingling  with  it,  the 

breathing.     But  when  the  inner  surfoce  of  vesicular  murmur  also.     Recollect,   then, 

the  bronchial  tah&i,  and  of  their  ramifi*  that  rhonchus  belongs  to  the  larger  divisions 

cations,  is  pretei;patUTally  dry,  and  tumid,  of  the  air-tubes ;  that  it  denotes  their  par- 

this  iM)und  is  altered :  you  hear  a  hissing,  or  tial  narrowing ;  that  it  is  a  dry  sound  ;  and 

wheezing,  or  whistling,  as  the  breath  goes  that  the  condition  of  which  it  is  expressive 

in  and  out  ;   and  this  is  technically  called  implies  usually  no  danger :  there  id  no  mate- 

tihihu :  or  you  hear  a  deeper  note,  a  snoring  rial  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  air  through 

noise,  as  the  patient  inspires  or  expires — a  these  larger  tubes  to  the  vesicular  structure 

sound  like  the  cooing  of  a  pigeon,  or  the  beyond  them. 

bass  note  of  a  violin,  or  the  droning  hum  of  I   must  further  admonish  you,  that  in 

an  insect  in  its  flight ;   and  this  is  called  your  earlier  essays  in  auscultation  you  will 

rhonehtt9.      These  two,   in  their   various  be  apt  to  deceive  yourselves  in  respect  to 

modifications,  constitute  the  dry  sounds  of  the  exact  place  in  the  lung  in  which  the 

respiration;  and  it  will  be  worth  while,  once  rhonchus  which  you  hear  is  produced.     It 

for  all,   to  reflect  upon  their  cause   and  is  so  loud  a  sound,  that  when  it  proceeds 

nature,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  from   a  single  bronchial  tube  it  may  be 

combined,  and  what  they  denote.     You  are  plainly  audible  over  the  whole  of  that  side 

aware  that  when  air  is  propelled  through  a  of  the  chest;  and  sometimes,  more  obscurely, 

cylindrical  tube  of  a  certain  size,  and  when  over  the  other  side  too. 

that  tube  is  narrowed  in  a  particular  way  at  .  When  air  is  driven  with  a  certain  degree 

one  or  more  points,  a  musical  note  is  pro-  of  velocity  through  a  small  pipe,  it  gives  rise 

duced.     Now  this  is  what  often  happens  in  to  a  hissing  noise.     It  is  by  forcing  air 

the  larger  bronchi ;    this  is  what  alwaye  through  a  cylinder  perforated  by  a  slender 

happens  in  them  when  rhonehu*  is  present,  tube,  that  Professor  Wheatstone  obtains  the 

Rhonchus  belongs  to  the  larger  divisions  of  sound  of  the  letter  S  in  the  talking  machine 

the  bronchi  exclusively  ;   and  as  these  are  which  he  has  constructed,  after  Kempelin's 

often,   for  a  time,  exclusively  affected,  so  model.     Precisely  this  condition  we  have 

rhonchus  may  exist  alone.     It  will  be  grave  in  the  smaller  bronchial  ramifications,  when 

or  deep  in  proportion  to  the  length  and  the  inflammation  in  catarrh  or  bronchitis  has 

diameter  of  the  tube  in  which  it  is  produced,  reached  M«m,  and  rendered  the  membrane 

When  the  sound  w  grave  and  deep,  the  hand  lining  them  tumid.    And  sibilus  is  the  result 

placed  upon  the  chest  may  firequently  per-  of  tins  change.     Now  sibilus,  like  rhonchus, 

cetve  a  trembling  or  thrill  communicated  to  may  exist  alone ;    and,   inasmuch  as  the 

its   parietes.     I  believe  that   rhonchus  is  sibilus  proceeds  from  the  smaller  air-tubes, 

mos^  occasioned  by  portions  of  viscid  half-  adjacent    to    the    pulmonary    vesicles,    it 

solid  mucus,  which  adhere  to  the  membrane,  abolishea  the  natural  respiratory  murmur, 

and  cause  a  virtual  constriction  of  the  air-  It  does  not,  like  simple  rhonchus,  merely 

tubes,  and  act  as  vibrating  tongues  while  the  drown  it,  but  it  takes  its  place.     If  you  do 

air  passes  by  them.     I  conclude  such  to  be  hear  the  respiratory  murmur  mingling  with 

the  case,  because  it  seldom  happens  that  the  sibilus,  you  may  be  sure  that  some  of  the 

rhonchus  cannot  be  got  rid  of  by  a  vigorous  lesser  air-tubes  are  narrowed,  and  some  free : 

cough.     It  will  soon  begin  again,  perhaps,  you  cannot  have  both  sounds  at  once  from 

or  it  will  commence  in  some  other  part,  but  the    same    ramifications    of    the    bronchi. 

the  effort  of  coughing,  which  detaches  and  Sibilus  is  a  sound  of  more  serious  import, 

removes  the  aiUiering  tough  mucus,  dis-  therefore,   than  rhonchus ;    it  bespeaks   a 

lodges  also,   for  the  time,  the  rhonchus.  condition  of  greater  danger.     It  belongs  to 

Yet,  rhonchus  in  a  given  spot  may  be  per-  the  smaller    air-tubes    and    vesicles,    and 

manent :    a    tumor,    or  a  tubercle,    may  denotes  that  they  are  in  the  first  stage  of 

flatten  one  of  the  air-tubes,   and  convert  inflammation,  which  has  diminished  their 

it  into    a   musical   instrument.      For  the  natural  calibre,  by  rendering  the  membrane 

most    part,  you    will  find    what    I    have  tumid.     It  is' a  dry  sound,  but  you  cannot 

told  you  holds  true :  you  may  suspend  the  cough  it  away. 

rhonchus  by  getting  the  patient  to  make  a  I  say  rhonchus  may  occur  alone,  and 
hearty  cough.  Now  in  the  natural  state  of  sibilus  may  occur  alone  ;  but  very  often 
the  chest,  we  do  not,  except  in  particular  indeed  they  both  occur  together ;  and  may 
spots,  hear  the  transit  of  the  air  through  the  be  heard  in  various  parts  in  different 
larger  bronchi.  Whatever  sound  it  makes  degrees  :  causing  a  strange  medley  of  groan- 
is  damped  by  the  spongy  lung,  or  covered  ing,  and  cooing,  and  chirping,  and  whistling, 
by  the  vesicidar  breathing.  But  rhonchus,  and  hissing,  mixed,  it  may  be,  here  and 
iu  its  turn,  may  overpower  the  vesicular  there,  with  the  natural  respiratory  murmur. 
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When  you  hear  sibilns  over  the  entire  sur-  and  they  graduate  insensibly  into  ea<^  other, 
feoe  of  the  chest,  the  mucous  membrane  is  But  there  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the 
universally  affected,  and  the  case  is  a  severe  nature  of  the  intimations  which  their  well- 
one,  and  attended  with  connderable  hazard,  marked    varieties    convey.      If    there    be 

It  is  just  possible  that  a  sibilant  sound  merely  large  crepitation,  without  any  o&er 

may  proceed  from  a  large  air-tube,  when  its  morbid  sound,  it  is  produced  in  the  laf^gar 

bore  has  been  narrow^  to  a  very  minute  tubes.     Air  passes,  notwithstanding,  into 

slit  or  orifice ;  but  this  possibility  does  not  the  vesicular  structnre  beyond  the  aeecuBU- 

interfere  with  the  genend  distinctions  that  iated  liquid ;  and  vesicular  breathing  esrisfr, 

I  have  been  endeavouring  to  point  out.  though  perha|}S  it  etmnot    be   keard^  on 

Now  in  these  cases  we  neither  obtain  nor  account  of  the  crepitation.  But  the  state  of 
require  any  information  from  percussion,  the  patient  is  not  a  state  of  peril.  On  the 
except  of  a  negative  kind.  Supposing  the  other  hand,  small  crepitation  has  ita  seal  in 
inflammation  confined  to  the  mucous  mem-  the  smaller  air-tubes  and  cells  $  it  supersedes 
brane,  the  resonance  on  percussion  will  not  the  vesicular  breathing,  and,  if  eztenaiTe,  k 
be  sensibly  diminished  $  the  lung  is  every  bespeaks  considerable  danger, 
where  spongy  still,  and  air  reaches  every  Rhonchns  and  large  crepitation  are  re- 
part  of  it,  though  not  with  the  usu^  spectively  the  dry  and  moist  soonds  thait 
freedom.  belong  to  the  larger  bronchi;   sibilufl  and 

There  is  one  exception  to  this.     Occa-  small  crepitation  the  dry  and  moist  sounds  of 

sionally,  though  rarely,  a  piece  of   tough  the  smaller  branches.      When  the    bitter 

phlegm  may  seal  up,  as  it  were,  the  very  sounds  are  heard  over  a  considerable  part  of 

entrance  of  one  of  the  principal  bronchiid  thechest,thereis,  Isay,uBuaUyagooddealof 

tubes,  and  so  prevent  the  air  from  passing  distress,  dyspnoea,  and  cough ;  and  the  fever 

to  or  from  the  portion  of  lung  to  which  that  which  attends  the  local  inflammatian  is  at 

tube  conducts.    When  this  happens,  it  is  its  height.    By  and  by  the  expectoration 

very  likely  to  puzzle  the  auscultator  for  a  becomes  opaque,  and  more  consistent,  and 

time.     There  is  air  in  the  sealed -up  portion  of  a  greenish  or  yellowish  colour ;   it  is 

of  lung,  therefore  percussion  gives  a  natural  brought  up  with  more  ease ;  the  crepitatson, 

sound ;  but  the  air  is  at  rest,  therefore  no  great  and  small,  diminishes ;  perhaps  rikoo- 

sound  of  respiration  is  audible.    An  effort  chus  reappears :  but  at  last  the  parts  retam 

of  coughing  unstops,  perhaps,  the  bronchial  to  their  original  condition ;  and  the  natoral. 

tube ;  and  then  the  air  is  again  heard  to  smooth,  equable  rusde  of  the  breathing  is 

enter  and  to  depart  from  that  portion  of  again  every  where  audible, 

lung.     I  shall  advert  to  this  sort  of  accident  These  are  all  the  morbid  sounds  to  wfaidi 

again.  active  and  recent  inflammation  of  the  mneons 

Finally,  I  may  remark,  that  these  dry  membrane  of  the  air-passages  ever  gives  rise : 

sounds,    rhonchus    and  sibilus,  are  heard  rhonchus  and  sibilus ;  large  and  small  erepi- 

during  the  breathing ;  they  have  no  relation  tation.     Having  once  described  their  nature 

to  the  voice  or  to  the  cough.  and  causes,  I  need  not  repeat  the  descrip- 

After  a  while,  the  inflamed  membrane  tion  if  we  find  them  accompanying  otiicr 
begins  again  to  pour  out  fluid ;  but  it  is  not  diseases :  but  their  import  may  be  different, 
the  thin,  bland,  moderate  exhalation  of  I  may  mention  here,  that  as  crepitation 
health ;  it  is  a  glairy,  saltish,  transparent  results  from  the  passage  of  air  amongst  and 
liquid,  like  white  of  egg  somewhat ;  and  if  it  through  liquid,  f^m  the  rupture  of  the  little 
be  expectorated  only  after  much  coughing,  air-bubbles  so  produced,  the  kind  of  liquid 
it  will  be  frothy  alM,  i.  e,  it  will  contain  may  vary.  If  the  air,  in  going  and  return- 
many  bubbles  of  air  entangled  in  it.  It  is  ing,  meets  with  serum,  or  with  pua,  or  with 
a  stringy  tenacious  ffuid,  and  the  more  so  blood,  it  will  occasion  exactly  the  aaase 
in  proportion  to  the  intennty  of  the  inflam-  bubbting  noise.  Hence  the  French  tenn 
mation.  With  this  new  condition  of  the  for  what  I  have  been  calling  crepitation,  via. 
membrane,  we  have  new  sounds — sounds  mucout  rattle,  is  very  objectionable.  Rmm 
which  result  from  the  passage  of  air  through  the  sound  itself,  we  cannot  tell  wheUier  it 
a  liquid ;  sounds  which  are  occasioned  by  proceeds  from  mtieue  or  from  some  otlier 
the  formation  and  bursting,  in  rapid  suooes-  liquid  present  in  the  air-pasaages ;  and  ftom 
sion,  of  numerous  little  air-bifl}bles.  These  this  objection  the  word  crepitetion,  whatever 
sounds  are  called  crepitatione.  This  process  exception  may  be  taken  against  it  on  other 
may  take  place  in  the  larger  air-tubes,  or  it  accounts,  is  free. 

may  take  place  in  the  snaaller,  or  in  both.  Having  thus  embraced  the  occasion   of 

In  the  larger  tubes  the  bubbles   win  be  explaining  these  auscultatory  signs,  I  will 

larger,  and  the  ear  can  readily  distinguish  now  resume  the  history  of  catarrh.     It  im- 

this ;   we  have  large  crepitation.     In  the  plies  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 

smaller  air-tubes  we  have,  in  the  same  way,  of  the  air  passages ;  and  it  receives  different 

small  crepitation.    There  is  no  difference  appellations,  according  to  the  district  of  that 

between  these  sounds,  except  in  degree;  membrane  which  it  chiefly  plagues :  gravedo. 
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in  the  frontal  sinQfef ;  corysa,  in  the  Schnet-  he  used  formerly  to  be  tery  miserable  for 

derian  membrane  of  the  noae ;  bronchitis  in  three  or  four  days,  he  now  ia  quite  well 

the  trachea  and  Inngs.  and  comfortable  in  the  course  of  half  an 

Catarrh  is  the  comtnonest  of  all  disorders,  hour.     And  this  is  not  a  solitary  case.     It 

Not  one  man  in  ten  thousand  passes  a  winter  is  worth  trying,  if  you  experience  the  feel- 

withont  having  a  cold  of  some  sort.     And  ings  of  an  incipient  catarrh,  to  go  to  bed, 

tfpis  name  points  to  its  ordinary  cause :  cold  and  to  take  a  beaker  of  hot  wine  negus,  with 

somehow  applied  to  the  body.     It  does  not  a  table  spoonful  of  the  syrup  of  poppies  in 

always  or  often  result,  I  apprehend,  from  it.     This  will  not  suit  every  person  *,  but  if 

cold  air  brought  into  contact  with  the  mem-  it  fails  on  the  first  trial,  it  need  not  be  re- 

brane  itself,  in  the  process  of  breathing;  but  peated,  and  no  great  harm,  beyond  an  in- 

from  cold,  and  especially  from  cold  and  wet,  crease  of  headache,  will  be  done  by  it.     I 

applied  to  the  external  integument.     It  is  would  not  recommend  this  plan,  however, 

unnecessary  for  me  again  to  go  over  the  cir-  to  a  plethoric  person ;  nor  to  any  one  hav- 

cnmstances  under  which  the  application  of  ing  a  tendency  to  inflammatory  disease ;  for 

cold  is  most  likely  to  prove  injurious.     Ca-  when  it  does  not  cure,  it  makes  the  com- 

tarrh  is  usually  a  mild  dl<iorder,  and  runs  its  plaint  worse. 

course  in  a  few  days,  if  abstinence  be  ob-  There  is  also  a  period  in  catarrh  which 
served  with  respect  to  animal  food  and  sti-  has  gone  on  unchecked,  when  you  may  ac- 
mnlating  liquor,  and  if  the  patient  remains  celerate  its  departure — **  speed  the  going 
in  aa  equable  temperature,  and  avoids  re-  guest" — by  a  good  dinner,  and  an  extra 
ezposnre  to  the  cause  of  his  malady.  I  am  glass  or  two  of  wine.  But  this  pleasant  me- 
now  speaking  of  the  milder  forms  of  catarrh,  tiiod  is  scarcely  to  be  advised  for  persons  of 
We  are  not  often  consulted  for  this  com*  delicate  habits ;  or  in  whom  any  phthincal 
plaint.  Every  man,  in  regard  to  a  cold,  tendency  is  suspected  to  exist ;  or  who  are 
thinks  himself  qualified  to  be  his  own  doc-  prone  to  inflammation.  And  it  is  not  to 
tor.  But  if  you  are  consulted,  keep  your  be  tried  with  any  one  till  the  fever  is  over, 
patient  in  the  house,  or  even  in  bed ;  let  and  the  expectoration  thick  and  loose. 
him  live  upon  slops ;  give  him  a  gentle  ape^  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  dry  plan 
rient,  and  then  some  of  those  medicines  of  cure;  although  (I  confess  it  with  some 
which  are  esteemed  to  be  diaphoretic :  small  shame)  I  have  never  yet  tried  it  either  upon 
doses  of  James's  powder ;  three  drachms  of  myself  or  upon  others.  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Wil- 
the  liquor  ammonise  acetatis,  with  a  drachm  liams,  who  invented  it  I  believe,  has  a  high 
of  the  spiritus  stberis  nitricus,  and  an  ounce  opinion  of  its  efficacy.  It  certainly  has  the 
of  camphor  mixture ;  or  a  saline  draught  merit  of  simplicity,  for  it  consists  merely  in 
with  an  ezeess  of  alkali,  and  a  few  grains  of  abstinence  firom  every  kind  of  drink.  No 
nitre,  or  a  little  antimonial  wine ;  three  or  liquid,  or  next  to  none,  i^  to  be  swallowed 
tour  times  a  day  :  and  let  him  take  four  or  until  the  disorder  is  gone.  The  principle 
five  grsina  of  Dover's  powder,  and  put  his  here  concerned  is  that  of  cutting  off"  the  sup- 
feet  and  legs  into  a  warm  bath,  just  before  ply  of  watery  materials  to  the  blood.  The 
he  goes  to  bed.  In  this  way  you  may  con-  wants  of  the  system  exhaust,  firom  the  dr- 
dooe  to  his  recovery;  and  he  may  be  simple  culating  fluid,  all  that  can  be  spared  for 
enough  to  believe  ^t  you  have  cured  him.  the  natural  evacuations ;  and  there  is  no- 
Yet  I  believe  catarrhs  may  sometimes  be  thing  left  to  feed  the  unnatural  secretion 
cured;  and  the  natural  recovery  from  them  from  the  inflamed  mucous  membrane.  Its 
may  be,  some/tmes,  accelerated.  If  you  capillaiy  vessels  cease  to  be  congested ;  the 
practise  the  old  maxim,  which  says,  "  ««•  morbid  flux  is  diverted,  and  the  inflamma- 
metUi  oocurrite  morbo,"  yon  may  occasion-  tion  starved  away.  Such  is  the  theory, 
idlj  stop  a  cold  on  the  thrashold,  as  it  were.  Habitual  topers  might  hold  the  remedy  to 
by  an  opiate.  And  to  persons  who  are  ha-  be  worse  than  the  disease ;  but  Dr.  Williams 
bitually  troubled  with  slight  catarrhs,  this  assures  us  that  the  necessary  privation  is  not 
piece  of  practice  may  prove  of  the  greatest  very  hard  to  bear :  and  that  it  achieves  a 
value.  A  medical  man  who  resides  in  this  cure,  upon  an  average,  in  forty-eight  hours, 
neighboorhood,  and  with  whom  I  was  a  fd-  He  allows,  without  advising,  a  table  spoon- 
low-atudent,  is  exceedingly  subject  to  whst  fill  of  tea  or  milk  for  the  morning  and  even- 
be  calls  a  snivelling  cold.  For  many  years  ing  meals,  ^d  a  wine  glass  of  water  at  bed 
he  used  to  beer  this  as  he  best  might ;  and  time. 

diat,  to  say  the  truth,  was  very  ill  and  im-  One  great  advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that 
patiently.  On  one  occasion,  almost  by  ac-  it  does  not  require  confinement  to  bed,  or  to 
ddent,  he  took  twenty  drops  of  laudanum  the  house,  llie  man  whose  business  calls 
just  as  one  of  his  colds  was  beginning  to  him  abroad,  may,  with  appropriate  clothing, 
torment  M»n ;  and  he  found  that  the  initia-  pursue  his  customary  employment,  and  lus 
to'ry  symptoms  ceased.  Since  that  time  he  cure  is  all  the  while  going  on.  In  fact,  ex- 
has  constantly  had  recourse  to  the  opiate  erdse,  inasmuch  as  it  promotes  perspiration, 
under  similar  circumstances ;  and  whereas  helps  the  recovery  (  whereas  the  system  of 
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warm  drinks  and  diaphoretics  renders  the  One,  which  happened  laldy.  I  will 

body  more  snsceptible  to  atmospheric  vi-  bj  way  of  example.     I  was  asked  by  aft  oU 

cissitndes;    and,    to   be  effectaal,    implies  pnpil  of  the  hospital  to  see  a  lady,   faia 

restrictions  which  are  oftentimes  extremely  patient,  in  Gordcm  Square.     I  fomad  her 

inconvenient.  feverish  and  in  a  state  of  exticmie  dyvpaoea* 

Dr.  Williams  observes,   that  while  this  sitting  up  in  bed  from  inability  to  lie  4tamxL, 

dry  treatment   is   serviceable    in  catarrhal  labouring  for  her  breath ;  her  faoe  tarpd 

bronchitis,  it  is  most  snccessfnl  in  coryza,  and  rather  livid,  her  nostrils  working,  her 

the  snivelling  cold  in  the  head.     It  must  be  shoulders  elevated  ;  she  oonld  searoely  s|iCBk, 

put  in  force  in  the  very  commencement  of  but  expressed,  in  what  she  did  aay,  a  drrad 

the  disorder.  of  immediate  suffocation.     She  had  been  in 

You  may  often  do  much  by  way  of  pre-  nearly  the  same  state  for  a  day  or  two. 
veniiotif  for  persons  who  are  unusually  liable  On  listening  at  her  back  I  eo^  bear  the 
to  take  colds.  I  have  remarked  before  upon  air  slowly  wheeling  and  whistling  into  ker 
the  great  value  of  the  Bhower  bath  for  that  lungs  every  where,  and  then  leaving  them 
purpose.  I  could  mention  several  instances  still  more  slowly,  with  a  prolonged  growl, 
in  which  persons  have  got  rid  of  the  ten-  something  like  that  of  an  angry  cat.  IVte 
dency  to  catch  cold  by  t£e  habitual  adoption  was  no  true  vesicular  breathing  ;  tkere  was 
of  this  measure.  It  should  be  begun  in  the  no  crepitation ;  and  there  waa  no  pert  into 
summer,  and  used  tepid  at  first ;  but  in  a  which  the  air  did  not,  although  wilk  Aft- 
short  time  quite  cold  water  may  be  em-  cnlty.  find  its  way.  The  chest  was  every 
ployed ;  and  being  once  begun,  the  practice  where  resonant  on  percoMion.  TiMfn  oonld 
may  be  continued  through  the  winter.  I  be  no  doubt  that  the  membrane  tlimpghenf 
stated  formerly,  that  the  effect  of  exposure  was  tumid  and  dry,  and  in  the  enriieat  eta^e 
to  cold  was,  eateris  paribut,  in  proportion  of  inflammation.  Depletion  had  alrendj 
to  the  intensity  of  the  duration  of  the  sensa*  been  employed  in  this  case,  and  wc 
Hon  of  cold  that  it  produced.  Tlie  intensity  recourse  to  the  tartar  emetic.  TUb 
of  the  sensation  of  cold  under  the  shower  given  in  free  and  repeated  doses,  tUl  it 
bath  is  considerable,  but  the  duration  of  it  duced  nausea  and  sickness.  Whenever  it 
is  momentary.  It  operates  as  a  prophylac-  did  so,  the  pulse  diminiahed  in  Ibcoe,  the 
tic  in  this  way :  it  inures  the  surface  to  a  face  became  blanched,  and  the  bieatlang 
lower  temperature  than  it  is  likely  to  be  much  easier;  and  the  medicine  was  Chca 
subjected  to  at  any  other  part  of  tiie  day.  suspended  until  these  effects  had  gosw  off. 
The  lesser  degrees  of  cold  have  then  no  when  it  was  repeated  in  the 
injurious  effect,  unless  they  are  long  pro-  Hie  disease  was  not  put  a 
tracted.  For  those  who  cannot  procure  a  however,  by  this  treatment  ;  it 
shower  bath,  or  who  cannot  bear  its  shock,  bay  for  a  day  or  two  longer, 
cold  sponging  will  be  found  exceedingly  copious  secretion  from  the  membrane  look 
salutary.  place,  with  great  relief  to  all  the 

Acute  bronchitis. — But  inflammation  of  symptoms.      Then,   of  coune,  crepil 

the  membrane  lining  the  air-passages  may  became  umversally   audible.      Except 

be,  and  often  is,  a  very  acute  and  dangerous  debUity  which  it  left  behind,  the 

disorder,  t.  e.  the  inflammation  may  be  both  recovered  of  the  bronchial  infli 
intense  and  extensive ;  it  may  descend  into         But  in  the  great  majority  of  ii 

the  vesicular  texture,  and.  occupy  the  whole  inflammation  does  not  thoa  linger  in  itn  fir* 

surface  of  the  membrane  on  one  side  of  the  stage :  the  membrane  soon  begins  to  poor 

chest,   and  then  it  may  be  a   very  grave  out  glairy  mucus ;  so  that  we  do  not  often 

disease ;  or  it  may  Involve  the  whole  lining  meet  'with  tibiing,  without  finding  at  tS» 

membrane  of  both  lungs,   and  then  it  b  same  time,  in  some  part  of  the  snow  Imtg, 

always  attended  with  considerable  peril.  thnt  there  is  also  small  and  large  crepitntioB. 

This  inflammation  will  sometimes,  when  It  is  of  some  fmportanoe  to  attend  to  the 

it  is  thus  general  over  the  whole  membrane,  characters  of  the  mucus  that  is  expectorated. 

linger  for  a  considerable  time  in  its  first  It  b  transparent  and  viscid.     If  you  pour 

stage ;  and  it  may  even,  after  so  lingering,  it  from  one  vessel  into  another,  it  flows  out 

subside  again  without  ever  passing  beyond  in  one  mass  of  extreme  tenacky ;    it    wifl 

the  first  stage.     By  the  first  stage  I  mean  draw  out  sometimes  like  melted  glass  ;  and 

the  stage  of  dryness.     Very  little  notice  of  the    degree    of    viscosity   : 

this   modification  of   bronchitis   has  been  accurate    measure   of   the  degree    of 

taken  by  authors.     Dr.  Latham  has  given  existing    inflammation.       Upon    the 

a  distinct  and  graphic  description  of  it,  to  face  of  the  viscid  mucus  there 

the  accuracy  of  which  I  can  testify  from  my  more  or  less  froth,  the  fwaUUy  of  it  dr- 

own  experience.     You  will  find  cases  of  it  pending  on  the  fiicility  or  the  dsffieulty  widi 

detailed  in  his  book.     Since  they  wenp  pub-  which   the  itputa  are  brought  up.      If  tW 

lishrd.  some  striking  instances  of  this  form  patient  does  not  rxpertorstr  till  after  a  kirr 

of    the   disease    have  occurred  to   myself,  fit  of  couching,  during  which  air  has  twcn 
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Miftny  times  inspired  and  expired,  and  baa  sinking.  These  indicate,  yon  know,  the 
thus  got  intimately  mingled  with  the  mncus  circulation  of  blood  that  is  in  a  great  measure 
that  fills  the  air  passages,  the  expectoration  yenous  through  the  arteries ;  and  the  venous 
wiU  contain  numerous  little  air  bubbles  :  blood  acts  as  a  p'oison  when  it  so  circulates, 
will  be  very  frothy.  Sometimes  also.  Promise,  cold,  clammy  sweats  ensue;  and  the 
daring  this  stage  of  the  complaint,  the  patient  dies  of  apnoea.  His  breathing  is 
sputa  are  marked  with  streaks  of  blood.  choked    by  the    morbid    secretion    which 

While    the    expectoration  possesses   the    occupies  the  bronchial  tiibes,  small  as  well 
characters  I  have  been  describing  the  inflam-     as  Iwge,   and  which  he  has  not  strength 
mation  is  still  intense,  and  the  fever  and    enough  left  to  cough  up. 
dyspnoea  considerable.    This  correspondence        Accordingly,  when  we  examine  the  thorax 
between  the  general  symptoms  and  the  mat-    after  death  so  produced,  we  find,  in  the  first 

ters  spat  up  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  place,  that  the  lungs  do  not  collapse  upon 
who  said  that  such  expectoration  was  still    the  admission  of  the  pressure  of  the  atmos- 

erude.     But  in  proportion  as  the  inflamma-  phere  to  their  external  surface.     We  next 

taon approaches  to  resolution,  the  appearance  find  the  trachea,   and  bronchi,   and  their 

and  qualities  of  the  sputa  are  changed :  the  ramifications,  blocked  up  by  a  frothy  adhesive 

mucus  loses  by  degrees  its  transparency,  mucus,   resembling  that  which  during  life 

is  mixed  with  masses  that  are  opaque,  and  of  had  been  expectorated :  and  the  membrane 

a  yellow,  white,  or  greenish  colour :    and  which  lines  them  is  red  and  thickened. 
these  masses,  few  at  first,  increase  more  and        Tlie  treatment  proper  for  these  acute  and 

more  in  number,  until  they  constitute  the  dangerous  forms  of  bronchitis  is  a  matter  of 

whole  of  the  sputa.     Such  expectoration  as  some  nicety.     Blood-letting,  as  I  formerly 

this  is  commonly  accompanied  by  a  marked  stated  -to  you,  has  not  that  decided  power 

remission  in  the  different  symptoms  of  the  over  inflammation  of  the  mucotu  tissues 

bronchial  inflammation  :  it  announces  that  which  it  possesses  over  the  adhesive  inflam- 

the  inflammation  u  terminating  in  resolu-  mation  which    takes  {dace  in  the   serous 

tioB.     It  is  such  as  the  ancients  spoke  of  as  membranes.     If  there  be  much  fever,  a  hard 

being  amcocted  or  ripe.       However,  the  pulse,  and  great  oppression  of  the  breathing, 

characters  of  the  opaque  sputa  expectorated  and  particidarly  if  these  symptoms  present 

towards   the    end  of   an  attack    of  acute  themselves  in  a  young,  strong,  and  robust 

bronchitis  are  liable  to  gpreat  variation.  individual,  we  must  bleed  him  from  the  arm. 

It  will  often  happen  that  the  expectoration  And  you  will  always  find  blood-lettmg  relieve 

after    having    thus    become    opaque,    and  the  symptoms  *,  even  when  its  ultimate  effect 

particoloured,  will    go  back  again  to  its  may  be  injurious.     The  patient's  distress 

former    condition    of    transparency,     and  arises  from  his  inability  to  supply  air  enough 

stickiness,  and  froth:    and  that  is  a  very  to  arteriollze  the   venous  blood  which  is 

certain  index  of  a  return  or  increase  or  transmitted  to  his  lungs ;  and  by  diminishing 

extension  of  the  inflammation :  so  that  an  the  quantity  of  blood  sent  to  those  organs, 

observance  of  the  charactera  of  the  matter  you  will,  pro  ianiOt  mitigate  his  uneasiness, 

expectorated  teaches  us,  in  a  certain  degree)  But  a  great  part  of  the  danger  to  be  appre- 

the  progress  of  the  inflammation ;  and  con-  bended  in  the  advanced  periods  of  the  disease, 

sequently  constitutes  one  point  of  guidance  is  that  the  patient  may  not  have  muscular 

to  our  treatment.     The  nature  of  the  expec-  power    enough    to    disembarrass    his    air- 

toration  forms  also  an  important  particular  passages  of  ^e  phlegm  that  overloads  them ; 

in  the  means  of  distinguishing  bronchitis  to  draw  a  strong  breath,  and  to  accomplish 

from  pneumonia ;  as  I  shall  farther  explain  a  vigorous  cough.      We  must  not  bleed 

when  I  speak  of  the  latter  disease.  therefore  to  syncope,  and  again  and  again, 

I  have  described  acute  bronchitis  as  it  as  we  are  often  justified  in  doing  in  cases  of 

appcara  when  it  terminates  favourably :  in  pneumonia.       Sixteen    ounces    will   be    a 

such  cases  the  inflammation  generally  begins  moderate  bleeding  at  first  for  an  adult,  but 

to  abate,  some  where  from  the  fourth  to  the  more  or  less  than  that  must  be  taken,  and 

eighth  day  of  the  disease.    But  acute,  bron-  the  bleeding  must  be  repeated  or  not,  accord- 

chitis  may  terminate  unfavourably.     When  ing  to  the  condition  of  the  pulse  :   for  the 

the  inflammation  is  universal  and  intense,  pulse  is  a  better  measure  of  the  propriety 

the  fever  high,  and  the  labour  of  respiration  of  pushing  the  abstraction  of  blood,  than  the 

great — if  the  symptoms  do  not  yield  to  the  local  symptom?. 

treatment  employed,  or  if  judicious  treatment        Great  relief  is  often  obtainable  by  topical 

has  not  been  adopted,  or  has  been  too  long  blood-letting  ;  by  cupping  over  the  surface 

delayed,  signs  of  impending  suffocation  begin  of  the  chest,  or  between  the  scapulie.    If 

to  shew  themselves :  the  lips  and  cheeks,  you  distinguish  sibilus  in  one  portion  of  the 

and  tongue,  assume  a  purplish  colour ;   a  lung  more  than  in  another,  take  the  blood 

livid  paleness  takes  the  place  of  the  former  rather  from  that  part  of  the  surface  which 

red  flush ;  the  expression  becomes  more  and  corresponds  to  the  place  of  the  sibilus. 
more  anxious ;  delirium  comes  on,  and  rapid        After  the  bowels  have  been  cleared  by  a 
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WHrm  drinks  and  diaphoretics  renders  the  One,  wfaidi  happened  ktely.  I  will  relate 

body  more  susceptible  to  atmospheric  vi-  by  way  of  example.     I  was  asked  by  an  old 

dssitudes;    and,    to  be  effectuad,   implies  pnpil  of  the  hospital  to  see  a  Iftdy,   his 

restrictions  which  are  oftentimes  extremely  patient,  in  Gordon  Square.     I  fouMl  her 

inconvenient.  feverish  and  in  a  state  of  extreme  dyspiioea« 

Dr.  Williams  observes,   that  while  dtis  sitting  up  in  bed  from  inability  to  lie  down, 

dry  treatment  is   serviceable    in  catarrhal  labouring  for  her  breath ;  her  face  toipd 

bronchitb,  it  is  most  successful  in  eorysa,  and  rather  livid,  her  nostrils  working,  her 

tiie  snivelUng  eold  in  the  head.     It  must  be  shoulders  elevated  ;  she  could  scarcely  speak« 

put  in  force  in  the  very  commencement  of  but  expressed,  in  what  she  did  say,  a  dread 

the  disorder.  of  immediate  suffocation.     She  had  been  in 

You  may  often  do  much  by  way  of  pre-  nearly  the  same  state  for  a  day  or  two. 

venHotif  for  persons  who  are  unusually  liable  On  listening  at  her  back  I  could  hear  the 

to  take  colds.     I  have  remarked  before  upon  air  slowly  wheezing  and  whistling  into  Iwr 

the  great  value  of  the  shower  bath  for  that  lungs  every  where,  and  then  leaving  them 

purpose.     I  could  mention  several  instances  stiU  more  slowly,  with  a  prcrfonged  gtoiH, 

in  which  persons  have  got  rid  of  the  ten-  something  like  that  of  an  angry  cat.     lliere 

dency  to  catch  cold  by  the  habitual  adoption  was  no  true  vesicular  breatlidng ;  there  waa 

of  this  measure.     It  should  be  begun  in  the  no  crepitation ;  and  there  was  no  part  into 

summer,  and  used  tepid  at  first ;  but  in  a  which  the  air  did  not,  although  with  diffi-> 

short  time   quite  cold  water  may  be  em-  culty.  find  its  way.     Hie  diest  was  every 

ployed ;  and  being  once  begun,  the  practice  where  resonant  on  percussion.     There  oould 

may  be   continued  through  the  winter.     I  be  no  doubt  that  the  membrane  throughoot 

stated  formerly,  tiiat  the  effect  of  exposure  was  tumid  and  dry,  and  in  the  earliest  stage 

to  cold  was,  eateris  parihtu,  in  proportion  of  infiammation.      Depletion  had  already 

to  the  intensity  of  the  duration  of  the  sensa-  been  employed  in  this  case,   and  we  had 

Hon  of  cold  that  it  produced.     The  intensity  recourse  to  the  tartar  emetic.     Tins 


of  the  sensation  of  cold  under  the  shower  given  in  free  and  repeated  doses,  till  it  pro- 
bath  is  considerable,  but  the  duration  of  it  duced  nausea  and  sickneai.  Whenever  H 
is  momentary.  It  operates  as  a  prophylac-  did  so,  the  pulse  dimini^ed  in  force,  the 
tic  in  this  way :  it  inures  the  surfiice  to  a  face  became  blanched,  and  the  breathing 
lower  temperature  than  it  is  likely  to  be  much  easier;  and  the  mrdicine  was  then 
subjected  to  at  any  other  part  of  ibe  day.  suspended  until  these  effects  had  gone  off. 
The  lesser  degrees  of  cold  have  then  no  when  it  was  repeated  in  the  same  manner. 
injurious  effect,  unless  they  are  long  pro-  The  disease  was  not  put  a  sudden  stop  to 
tracted.  For  those  who  cannot  procure  a  however,  by  this  treatment ;  it  waa  kept  at 
shower  bath,  or  who  cannot  bear  its  shock,  bay  for  a  day  or  two  kmger,  and  then  a 
cold  sponging  wiU  be  found  exceedingly  copious  secretion  from  the  membrane  took 
salutary.  place,  with  great  relief  to  all  the  diatrcBsiiY 

Acute  bronchitis. — But  inflammation  of  sjrmptoms.      Then,  of  course,  crepitation 

the  membrane  lining  the  air-passages  may  became  univenally   audible.      Except  the 

be,  and  often  is,  a  very  acute  and  d^gerous  debility  which  it  left  behind,  the  patient  soon 

disorder,  t.  e.  the  inflammation  may  be  both  recovered  of  the  brondiial  inflammation, 

intense  and  extensive ;  it  may  descend  into  But  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  the 

the  vesicular  texture,  and.  occupy  the  whole  inflammation  does  not  tiius  linger  in  its  first 

surface  of  the  membrane  on  one  side  of  the  stage :  the  membrane  soon  begins  to  pour 

chest,   and  then  it  may  be  a  very  grave  out  glairy  mucus ;  so  that  we  do  not  often 

disease ;  or  it  may  involve  the  whole  lining  meet  with  sibiins,  without  finding  at  the 

membrane  of  both  lungs,   and  then  it  is  same  time,  in  some  part  of  the  same  lung, 

alwnys  attended  with  considerable  peril.  that  there  is  also  small  and  large  erepitation. 

This  inflammation  will  sometimes,  when  It  is  of  some  importance  to  attend  to  the 

it  is  thus  general  over  the  whole  membrane,  charactere  of  the  mucus  that  is  expectorated. 

linger  for  a  considerable  time  in  its  fi ret  It  b  transparent  and  viscid.     If  you  pour 

stage ;  and  it  may  even,  after  so  lingering,  it  from  one  vessel  into  another,  it  flows  out 

subside  again  without  ever  passing  beyond  in  one  mass  of  extreme  tenacity ;    it   wiU 

the  first  stage.     By  the  first  stage  I  mean  draw  out  sometimes  like  melted  glass ;  and 

the  stage  of  dryness.     Very  little  notice  of  the    degree    of    viscosity   is    a     tolerably 

this   modification  of   bronchitis   has  been  accurate    measure   of   the  degree   of    ttst 

taken  by  authors.  '  Dr.  Latham  has  given  existing    inflammation.       Upon    the    aur- 

a  distinct  and  graphic  description  of  it,  to  face  of  the  viscid  mucus  there  is   usually 

the  accuracy  of  which  I  can  testify  firom  my  more  or  less  froth,  the  quantity  of  it  de- 

own  experience.     You  will  find  cases  of  it  pending  on  the  facility  or  the  difficulty  with 

detailed  in  his  book.     Since  they  were  pub-  which  the  sputa  are  brought  up.      If  the 

liahed,  some  striking  instances  of  this  form  pstient  does  not  expectorate  till  after  a  long 

of   the  disease    have  occurred  to  myself,  fit  of  coughing,  during  which  air  has  been 
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mamy  times  inspired  and  expired,  ami  has  sinking.     These  indicate,  yon  know,  the 

thus  got  intimately  mingled  with  the  mucus  circulation  of  blood  that  is  in  a  great  measure 

that  fills  the  air  passages,  the  expectoration  Tenous  through  the  arteries  ;  and  the  venous 

will  contain  numerous  little  air  bubbles  :  blood  acts  as  a  poison  when  it  so  circulates, 

will    be    very    frothy.       Sometimes    also,  Profuse,  cold,  clammy  sweats  ensue;  and  the 

during  this  stage    of   the   complaint,   the  patient  dies  of  apnoea.     His  breathing  is 

sputa  are  marked  with  streaks  of  blood.  choked    by  the    morbid    secretion    which 

While    the    expectoration  possesses   the  occupies  the  bronchial  tubes,  small  as  well 

characters  I  have  been  describing  the  inflam-  as  large,   and  which   he  has  not  strength 

mation  is  still  intense,  and  the  fever  and  enough  left  to  cough  up. 

dyspnoea  considerable.    This  correspondence  Accordingly,  when  we  examine  the  thorax 

between  the  general  symptoms  and  the  mat-  after  death  so  produced,  we  find,  in  the  first 

ters  spat  up  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  place,  that  the  lungs  do  not  collapse  upon 

who  said  that  such  expectoration  was  still  the  admission  of  the  pressure  of  the  atmos* 

crude.    But  in  proportion  as  the  inflanmia-  phere  to  their  external  surface.     We  next 

tion approaches  to  resolution,  the  appearance  find  the  trachea,   and  bronchi,   and  their 

and  qualities  of  the  sputa  are  changed:  the  ramifications,  blocked  up  by  a  frothy  adhesive 

mucus  loses  by  degrees  its  transparency,  mucus,   resembling  that  which  during  life 

is  mixed  with  masses  that  are  opaque,  and  of  had  been  expectorated :  and  the  membrane 

A  yellow,  white,  or  greenish  colour :    and  which  lines  them  is  red  and  thickened. 

these  masses,  few  at  first,  increase  more  and  The  treatment  proper  for  these  acute  and 

more  in  number,  until  they  constitute  the  dangerous  forms  of  bronchitis  is  a  matter  of 

whole  of  the  sputa.     Such  expectoration  as  some  nicety.     Blood-letting,  as  I  formerly 

this  is  commonly  accompanied  by  a  marked  stated  ^  you,  has  not  that  decided  power 

remission  in  the  different  symptoms  of  the  over  inflammation  of  the  mucotu  tissues 

bronchial  inflammation :  it  announces  that  which  it  possesses  over  the  adhesive  inflam- 

the  inflammation  is  terminating  in  resolu-  mation  which    takes  {^ce  in  the  serous 

tioa.     It  is  such  as  the  ancients  spoke  of  as  membranes.     If  there  be  much  fever,  a  hard 

being  concocted  or  ripe.       Howler,  the  pulse,  and  great  oppression  of  the  breathing, 

characters  of  the  opaque  sputa  expectorated  and  particularly  if  these  symptoms  present 

towards  the    end  of   an  attack    of  acute  themselves  in  a  young,  strong,  and  robust 

bronchitis  are  liable  to  great  variation.  individual,  we  must  bleed  him  from  the  arm. 

It  will  often  happen  that  the  expectoration  And  you  will  always  find  blood-letting  relieve 

after    having    thus    become    opaque,   and  the  symptoms ;  even  when  its  ultimate  effect 

particoloured,  will    go  back  again  to  its  may  be  injurious.     The  patient's  distress 

former     condition    of    transparency,     and  arises  from  his  inability  to  supply  air  enough 

stickiness,  and  froth:   and  that  is  a  very  to  arterialize  the  venous  blood  which  is 

certain  index  of  a  return   or  increase  or  transmitted  to  his  lungs ;  and  by  diminishing 

extension  of  the  inflammation :  so  that  an  the  quantity  of  blood  sent  to  those  organs, 

observance  of  the  characters  of  the  matter  you  will,  pro  ianiOt  mitigate  his  uneasiness, 

expectorated  teaches  us,  in  a  certain  degrees  But  a  great  part  of  the  danger  to  be  appre- 

the  progress  of  the  inflammation ;  and  con-  hended  in  the  advanced  periods  of  the  diseiue, 

sequently  constitutes  one  point  of  guidance  is  that  the  patient  may  not  have  muscular 

to  our  treatment.     The  nature  of  the  expec-  power    enough    to    disembarrass    his   air- 

toration  forms  alio  an  important  particular  passages  of  ^e  phlegm  that  overloads  them ; 

in  the  means  of  distinguishing  bronchitis  to  draw  a  strong  breath,  and  to  accomplish 

firom  pneumonia ;  as  I  shall  farther  explain  a  vigorous  cough.      We  must  not  bleed 

when  I  speak  of  the  latter  disease.  thcrdbre  to  syncope,  and  again  and  again, 

I  have  described  acute  bronchitis  as  it  as  we  are  often  justified  in  doing  in  cases  of 

appears  when  it  terminates  favourably :  in  pneumonia.       Sixteen    ounces    will   be    a 

such  cases  the  inflammation  generally  begins  moderate  bleeding  at  first  for  an  adult,  but 

to  abate,  some  where  from  the  fourth  to  the  more  or  less  than  that  must  be  taken,  and 

eighth  day  of  the  disease.    But  acute  bron-  the  bleeding  must  be  repeated  or  not,  accord- 

chitis  may  terminate  wtfavourably.     When  ing  to  the  condition  of  the  pulse  :   for  the 

the  inflammation  is  universal  and  intense,  pulse  is  a  better  measure  of  the  propriety 

the  fever  high,  and  the  labour  of  respiration  of  pushing  the  abstraction  of  blood,  than  tte 

great — ^if  the  symptoms  do  not  yield  to  the  local  symptom?. 

treatmeotemployedyor  if  judicious  treatment  Great  relief  is  often  obtainable  by  topical 

has  not  been  adopted,  or  has  been  too  long  blood-letting  ;  by  cupping  over  the  surface 

delayed,  signs  of  impending  suffocation  begin  of  the  chest,  or  between  the  scapulie.    If 

to  shew  themselves :  the  lips  and  cheeks,  you  distinguish  sibilus  in  one  portion  of  the 

and  tongue,  assume  a  purplish  colour ;   a  lung  more  than  in  another,  take  the  blood 

livid  paleness  takes  the  place  of  Ihe  former  rather  from  that  part  of  the  surface  which 

red  flush ;  the  expression  becomes  more  and  corresponds  to  the  place  of  the  sibilus. 

more  anxious ;  delirium  comes  on,  andra)>id  After  the  bowels  have  been  cleared  by  a 
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mercurial  purgative,  calomel  and  jalap  for  may  caaUy  be  made  fcftal.  ]!"«!«  «»»«<5h«*« 
example,  you  wiU  find  the  tartar  emetic  a  and  lips  remain  florid,  and  wh«a  the  first 
very  valuable  medicine  in  these  acute  cases  violence  of  the  disease  has  abated,  an  opiate 
of  bronchitis.  It  should  be  pvcn  in  such  will  do  capital  service.  It  is  a  common 
doses  as  wiU excite  nausea:  and  if  vomitmg  practice  to  combine  it  with  antimony  or 
be  occasioned,  you  may  still  go  on  with  the  some  other  expectorant.  Twenty  minims  of 
medicine  after  the  sickness  has  subsided,  laudanum,  with  the  same  quantity  of  Uie 
The  depression  which  this  substance  pro-  liquor  antimonU  tortanxati ;  or  a  third  oC  a 
duces  is  great,  but  it  is  temporary,  and  it  is  grainof  the  acetate  of  morphia,  with  a  drachm 
effected  without  expending  blood.  With  of  oxymel  of  squiUs ;  arc  convenient  forma, 
the  antimony— I  mean  during  the  same  Counter-irritation  is  frequently  of  great 
period— mercury  may  and  ought  to  be  given :  use,  as  an  auxiliary  measure,  in  the  tt^ 
to  this  combination  I  should  be  inclined  to  ment  of  acute  bronchitis.  Sensible  rehcf  of 
trust  more  than  to  any  other  internal  treat-  the  cough,  and  of  the  oppressed  breathing, 
mgnt.  oftw*  follows  the  rising  of  a  large  blister  laid 

If  symptoms  of  sinking  and  debility  have  across  the  front  of  the  chest.  When  the 
begun  to  show  themselves,  it  will  be  neccs-  dyspnoea  is  extreme,  and  a  more  sp^dy 
sary  to  administer  stimulating  expectorauU.  oounter-irritant  is  required,  you  may  have 
I  presume  that  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  recourse  to  the  mustard  poultice.  Inhala- 
which  is  often  extremely  useful  in  such  cases,  tion  of  the  steam  of  hot  water  is  also  very 
acts  as  an  expectorant,  by  giving  a  fillip  to  soothing  and  useful.  It  is  one  of  the  best 
the  muscular  power.  But  it  is  supposed  by  expectorants  I  know  of  when  it  answers  at 
some  persons  to  exercise  some  specific  in-  all ;  but  to  some  persons  it  proves  irritating, 
fluence  upon  the  bronchial  membrane.  How-  and  they  derive  no  eomlbrt  from  it. 
ever  this  may  be,  five  or  six  grains  of  it,  I  have  been  speaking  of  acute  bronduds, 
given  in  solution  every  four  or  six  hours,  uncombined  with  any  otiier  pulmonary  die- 
are  often  followed  by  free  expectoration  and  ease ;  and  it  is  curious  how  little  disposed 
a  marked  improvement.  the  inflammation  often  seems  to-be  to  extend 

One    of    the   circumstances    of    which    itself  from  the  mucous  membrane  to  the 
patients  are  much  disposed  to  complain,  is    neighbouring  tissues.  The  reason,  doubtieas, 
the  violent  or  importunate  cough ;  and  ano-    is,  that  this  membrane  is  furnished  with  a 
theris,  the  want  of  sleep  and  of  rest :  indeed,     distinct  set  of  blood-vessels,  Uie  bronchial 
the  one  of  these  is  often,  in  a  great  measure,    arteries,  and  veins ;   white  the  substance  of 
the  cause  of  the  other :  —  the  urgency  or    the  lungs  is  supplied  by  the  pulmonary.  We 
frequency  of  the  cough  prevents  the  patient    could  not  tell,  merely  by  attending  to  tiie 
from  sleeping.     Now  there  is  nothing  so    general  symptoms,  whetiier  the  inflammation 
'  well  calculated  to  allay  cough,  and  to  pro-    was  limited  to  the  inner  membrane  or  not ; 
cure  sleep,   as  opium ;    and  you  will  be    but  by  making  use  of  the  sense  of  hearing, 
strongly  tempted   to    give   these  patients    we  are  abb  to  determine  this.     If  the  in- 
opiates,  and  you  will  probably  be  encouraged    flammation  should  spread  to  the  parendiy- 
to   do  so  by  the  success  which  will  fol-    matous  texture  of  the  lungs,— r«.  «.  if  & 
low   that   practice  in  many  cases.     The    bronchitis  should  pass  into  pneumonia, — diia 
good  effects  of  a  full  narcotic  at  bed-time    circumstance  wodd  be  disclosed  by  phyaioal 
are  sometimes  very  striking.    Patients  who    signs,  which  I  shall  in  doe  time  describe  and 
for  previous  nights  have  been  perpetually    explain ;  and  it  would  demand  certain  modi- 
harsissed  by  cough,  and  who  are  worn  out  by    fications  of  our  plan  of  treatment, 
the  disturbance  of   their  rest,  will  sleep        Peripneumonia  noiha. — I  shall  have  to 
tranquilly,  and  in  the  moniing  expectorate    speak  of  some  varieties  of  chronic  bronchitis; 
largely  and  freely,  and  declare  themselves    but  there  is  a  mixed  form  of  pulmonary  dia- 
wonderfully  the  better  for  their  opiate.   Yet    ease  that  requires  to  be  noticed,  in  which 
opium  is  a  ticklish  remedy  in  these  cases,    acute  or  subacute  inflammation  engrafts  it- 
Many  a  patient — some  within  my  own  know-    i^  upon  changes  that  are  chronic  and  abid- 
ledge — ^labouring  under  general  or  extensive    ing.    Sydenham  calls  the  disoider  to  whidi 
bronchitis,  have  been  •  put  so  soundly  to    I  now  refer  peripneumonia  notha — ^bastard 
Bleep  by  a  dose  of  opium  on  going  to  bed,    peripneumony.    Catarrhm  eenilie  is  another 
that  they  have  never  waked  again.    I  believe    of  its  names.      It  may  be  considered  aa 
you  may  receive  it  as  a  golden  rule  in  these    chronic  bronchitis,  occurring  in  old  persona, 
cases,  not  to  give  opium — I  mean  in  a  full    and  very  apt  to  be  converted  into  pneu- 
dose,  so  as  to  force  sleep — ^if  you  see  any    monia,  or  to  be  greatiy  aggravated  in  degree 
venous  blood  mingling  in  the  general  circu-    during   winter,    or    upon    any   accidental 
lation, — if  the  complexion  be  dusky,  and  the    exposure.    This  is  the  common  complaint 
lips  in  sny  degree  blue.     The  circulation    of  persons  advanced  in  lifb.     I  mention  it 
of  half-arterialued  blood  through  the  brain     here  in  compUance  with  the  usual  custom, 
is  in  itself  a  powerftil  cause  of  coma ;  and  if    and  because  this  is  as  convenient  a  place  for 
you  add  the  influence  of  an  opiate,  the  coma    its  introduction  as  any.    But  it  would  be  an 
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error  to  regard  it  as  ezclusiTely  a  disease  of  bleed,  we  are  in  danger  of  losing  him  by 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  longs.  An  producing  a  degree  of  weakness  which  will 
habitually  congested  state  of  that  membrane,  render  him  unable  to  expectorate  the  effused 
marked  by  some  diortness  of  breath,  and  mucus,  and  so  liable  to  perish  by  suflbcation. 
some  expectoration,  and  by  the  constant  Leeches  and  blisters,  and  what  are  called 
presence  of  some  degree  of  crepitation  in  the  expectorants,  are  the  remedies  to  which  we 
lower  parts  of  the  lungs, — ^these  are  circnm-  must  chiefly  trust.  Medicines  which  are  at 
stances  which  are  of  daily  occurrence  as  the  same  time  diuretic  are  also  senriceable — 
consequences  of  duease  of  the  heart ;  and  it  the  spiritus  setheris  nitricus,  the  preparations 
is  in  persons  whose  habitual  health  is  of  this  of  squill  and  of  digitalis. 
kind,  that  what  is  called  pertpneumcnia  Even  in  younger  patients,  in  whom  the 
notha,  which  implies  a  diffused  inflammation  bronchitis  is  idiopathic,  not  engrafted  upon 
of  the  pulmonary  mucous  membrane,  with  any  previoitt  disease  of  the  chest,  and  in 
aometimea  an  enormous  secretion  from  its  whom  the  disorder 'had  not  appeared  severe, 
surface,  is  most  apt  to  saperrene.  Almost  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing  vrill  some- 
all  such  persons  will  tell  you  that  there  are  times  most  unexpectedly  arise,  and  some- 
periods  at  which  they  experience  slight  times  it  will  rapidly  lead  to  the  extinction  of 
febrile  attacks,  and  exacerbations  of  their  life.  Now  both  Andral  and  Laennec  have 
complaints  :  they  hare  pain  in  the  breast  or  pointed  out  one  cause  (to  which,  indeed,  I 
aide,  headache,  heat,  and  thirst*;  and  at  have  already  adverted  in  the  present  lecture) 
iSiese  periods  the  oough  and  expectoration  of  this  sudden  change  for  the  worse.  It  is 
are  always  aggravated,  and  continue  for  a  cause  which  was  not  likely  to  be  even 
some  time  to  be  more  than  commonly  severe,  guessed  at  before  the  discovery  of  the  method 
"  The  disease  (says  CuUen,  who,  following  of  auscultation.  Occasionally  it  happens, 
Sydenham,  has  given  a  good  description  of  they  say,  that  during  the  course  of  an  attack 
its  general  symptoms)  has  often  the  appear*  of  bronchitis,  we  cease  altogether  to  hear,  in 
anoe  only  of  a  more  violent  catarrh ;  and  a  certain  extent  of  the  lung,  either  the  natu- 
after  the  employment  of  some  remedies,  is  ral  respiratory  murmur,  or  any  of  the  modi- 
entirely  relieved  by  a  free  and  copious  expee-  fications  of  rhonchns,  sibilus,  or  crepitation, 
toration.  In  otJier  cases,  however,  the  that  have  been  mentioned;  yet  over  this 
feverish  and  catarrhal  symptoms  are  at  first  same  portion  of  lung,  in  which  no  sound, 
very  moderate,  and  even  riight ;  bui  after  a  healthy  or  morbid,  is  heard  by  the  ear 
few  days  these  symptoms  suddenly  become  applied  to  the  thorax,  percussion  gives  the 
considerable,  and  put  an  end  to  the  patient's  natural  hollow  sound.  At  the  same  time 
life,  when  the  indications  of  danger  were  the  patient  becomes  affected  with  urgent 
before  very  little  evident."  dyspnoea.  This  sudden  saspension  of  all 
Tlie  truth  is  (and  we  learn  the  truth  by  sound  of  respiration  they  attribute  to  the 
the  evidence  of  auscultation)  that  in  these  temporary,  or,  in  some  cases,  the  permanent^ 
cases  pneumomc  inflammation  is  often  sud-  obstruction  of  one  of  the  bronchi,  the  rami- 
denly  set  up.  There  is  no  security,'  as  Dr.  fications  of  which  are  distributed  to  that 
T^thatft  observes,  that  the  portions  of  lung  portion  of  knj  in  which  the  respiration  is 
whidi  yield  smaJl  crepitation  to-day  may  no  longer  audible.  In  such  cases  it  gene- 
sot  be  solid  and  impervious  to-morrow,  rally  happens  that  at  the  end  of  a  strong  fit 
Dr.  Ti'ftKy'**  is  of  opinion  that  in  this  disease  of  coughing — the  effect  of  which  is  to  expel, 
the  inflammation  is  apt  to  travel  oyer  the  or  at  least  to  displace  the  tenacious  plug  of 
bronchial  membrane  from  place  to  place,  as  mucus  obstructing  the  bronchus — ^the  sound 
erysipelas  is  seen  sometimes  to  wander  over  of  respiration  is  re-established  as  suddenly 
the  surface  of  the  body.  I  know  not  how  as  it  had  previously  disappeared ;  and  the 
this  may  be ;  but  certainly  death  is  often  dyspnoea  also  ceases.  In  some  rarer  caseSi^ 
produced  in  these  persons  by  the  sudden  however,  the  noise  of  the  pulmonary  expan- 
spoiling  of  even  a  moderate  portion  of  lung,  sion  does  not  return,  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
In  their  ordinary  condition,  the  patients  ing  increases,  suffocation  becomes  imminent, 
have  just  enough,  and  no  more,  of  the  respi-  and  death  by  apnoea  rapidly  takes  place, 
ratory  apparatus  in  an  effeetive  state,  whereby  The  slightest  attack  of  bronchitis  may  in 
to  snbsftt ;  and  when  a  fi«sh  part  of  it  is  this  way  be  suddenly  transformed  into  a 
rapidly  rendered  solid,  they  quickly  perish,  most  serious  and  quickly  fatal  malady. 
But  they  die  also  firom  snother  cause.  The  Andral  relates  two  instances  of  death  from 
nteety  of  treatment  which  I  spoke  of  as  being  this  cause ;  one  of  which  was  the  following. 
requirad  in  certahi  stages  of  acute  bronchitis,  A  coachman ,  fifty  years  old,  had  been  several 
is  stin  more  apparent  and  necessary  here,  times  a  patient  in  La  Charity,  for  obstinate 
We  are  placed  in  this  dilemma.  If  we  do  pulmonary  catarrh,  with  slight  dyspnoea, 
not  take  blood  in  these  attacks,  we  run  a.  and  puriform  expectoration.  Every  time 
risk  of  losing  our  patient  from  the  effects  of  he  went  away  relieved,  but  not  cured.  On 
the  unchecked  inflammation  9  and  if  we  do  both  sides  of  his  chest  could  be  heard  all  the 
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varieties  of  rhonchns.       In   one  spot  the  LECTURES 

column  of  air  which  jienetrated  the  bronchi  ^ 

imitated  the  snoring  of  one  in  a  deep  sleep  ;         ^^^ 

in  another  spot  it  was  like  a  duU  and  pro-        FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  NERVOUS 
longed  groan  ;  in  a  third,  a  sonnd  res^nbling  SYSTEM. 

that  made  by  bellows;   and  in  a  fourth  the  »«.  or    n    r«.-«-^— «    -km  n 

cooing  of  a  turtle-dove  was  exactly  simu-  ®^  ^'  ^'  Ca»pbntbb,  M.D. 

lated.     On  the  last  occasion  of  his  entering  

the  hospital,  his  respiration  was  still  tolerably  Lecture  X. 

free.     One  morning  he  was  found  in  a  state  rt—^*.-^ ^x^x   ty        x  i         »^  j  «   ^k 

of  unusual  aniietyf  In  the  middle  of  the  ^^T  ^J^^?*^'"^'*'^' 
night,  after  a  violet  paroxysm  of  coagh,  hU  *£  '"^"^'^  Qii^r,femm,,-art. 
breathing   (he   said)   had  suddenly  become 

very  much  oppressed.  It  was  discovered,  on  T^*  portion  of  the  nervotis  centres  con- 
auscultation  of  his  chest,  that  no  air  pene-  t*ined  within  the  cranium,  and  commonly 
trated  into  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right  lung;  designated  collectively  as  the  encepkaitm, 
yet  that  part  sounded  well  on  percussion,  "?*y  ^f  regarded  as  consisting  of  three  prin- 
even  louder  than  the  corresponding  part  of  cipal  divisions :  1.  the  cerebral  ketmspkereg, 
the  other  side,  which  was  morbidly  dull,  ^hich,  in  the  mammalia,  and  especially  ia 
The  difficulty  of  breathing  went  on  augment-  ™««>»  constitute  by  far  the  largest  portion  of 
ing,  and  the  man  was  soon  dead.  **^  whole ;  2.  the  cerebellum,  the  complete 

Besides  other  marks  of  disease  in  the  separation  of  which  from  the  cerebrum,  and 

lungs,  the  primary  bronchus  leading  to  the  i**  distinct  connections  with  the  medulla 

upper  lobe  on  the  right  side  was  closed  up  oblongata,  mark  it  out  as  an  organ  of  peca- 

completely  by  tough  mucus,  and  exhibited  ^^  character ;  and  3.  the  medulla  obUm- 

the  appearance  of  a  full  cylinder.  9^^*^^  or  cranial  prolongation  of  the  medolfai 

In  the  other  case,   also,  the  obstructed  spinaliSf  the  upper  end  of  which  is  chiefly 

bronchial  tube  supplied  the  upper  lobe  of  the  composed  of  ganglia  of  special  sensBtion, 

right  lung.  between  which  are  the  points  whence  those 

It  may  seem  strange  that  the  mterruption  ^^rm  originate,  that  are  analogous  to  Che 
of  the  access  of  air  to  so  small  a  portion  of  ordmary  spinal.  It  was  stated,  at  the  con-  "» 
the  lungs  should  be  attended  with  such  elusion  of  the  preceding  lecture,  that  com- 
serious  consequences,  when  we  know  that  P«"8tive  anatomy  furnishes  us  with  reason 
the  greater  part  of  each  lung  may  be  im-  to  believe,  that  these  ganglia  are  the  pecu- 
permeableby  air,  and  yet  the  patient  live  liar  «eat  of  that  ewueioumesay  which  is  ne- 
a  long  time,  and  often  without  any  great  c«sary  for  the  performance  of  the  actions 
dyspnoea.  The  explanation  of  the  apparent  ordinarily  termed  instinctive,  and  that  they 
difficulty  seems  to  be,  that  in  the  one  case  ■"*  the  chirf  instruments  in  the  performance 
the  prevention  of  the  arrival  of  air  in  the  ?^  these  actions ;  since  we  find  them  bear- 
part  affected  is  sudden,  m  the  other  gradual.  *"?  *  ^^^  and  laiiger  proportion  to  the 
Moreover,  the  remaning  portions  of  the  ^^^ole  encephalon,  and  also  to  the  nerves 
lungs  are  performing  their  functions  im-  proceeding  from  it,  as  we  descend  the  scale 
perfectly.  of  intelligence.     It  was  also  stated  that  the 

When  once  attention  has  been  awakened  correspondence  between  the  emotional  ac- 

to  the  kind  of  accident  just  mentioned,  the  *^°?"  ^  ™*"»  ■"d  many  of  the  instinctive 

diagnosis  would  not  seem  to  be  difficult,  actions  of  the  lower  animals,  may  lead  to 

We  may  suspect  obstruction  of  one  of  the  *^®  belief  that  they  are  of  analogous  charac* 

bronchi  when  considerable  dyspnoea  comes  **'*»  *'**^  *'®  performed  by  the  same  instm- 

on  suddenly  during  the  continuance  of  sim-  ™cnts.     A  very  simple  illustration  may  suf- 

ple  bronchitis:  and  our  suspicion  will  be  ^oe.    The  cuttle-fish  is  well  known  to  dis- 

confirmed   if  at  the  same  time  respiration  charge  its  ink,  when  pursued,  and  to  tinge 

ceases  to  be  audible  in  a  certain  portion  of  ^**®  water  around  with  a  colour  so  deep,  as 

the  lur  g,  while  the  sound  given  by  percus-  ^  enable  it  to  escape  under  the  cloud  thus 

sion  over  the  same  part  remains  unaltered,  formed.     Now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 

Emphysema  of   the   lung   (which    I   shall  the  cuttle-fish  has  any  notion  of  the  purpoae 

explain  hereafter)  is  the  only  other  condition  ^^ich  this  act  will   serve ;   since  its  con- 

which  could  give  rise   to   a  similar  set   of  ftancy  and  uniformity,  and  the  provision  for 

symptoms.  its  performance  immediately  on  the  emer* 

Andral  judiciously  suggests  the  employ-  "fp^  of  the  young  animal  from  the  egg,  for- 

ment  of  emetics,  and  the  inhalation  of  steam,  ^^  our  regarding  it  as  the  result  of  any  act 

in  such  cases.  o^  reasoning.     Further,  the  ink  is  an  excre- 

^___^  tion  which  corresponds  to  the  urine  (having 

been  found  to  contain  urea)  ;  and  every  one 
knows  how  strong  an  impulse  to  dischargQ 
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this  ifl  fireqaently  caused  -by  mental  emotion,  natural  infirmity  of  temper  often  leads  into 
llie  same  may  be  said  of  the  strongly  odo-  paroxysms  of  ungovernable  rage,  which,  in 
rous  secretions  possessed  by  many  mam-  their  turn,  pass  into  a  state  of  maniacal  ex- 
malia,  which  are  discharged  under  similar  citement.  It  is  not  unfrequently  seen  that 
circumstances,  and  evidently  with  the  same  a  delusion  of  the  intellect  (constituting  what 
object,  though  of  that  object  the  animal  it-  is  commonly  known  as  monomania) .  has  in 
self  be  not  conscious.  The  emotion  of  fear  reality  resulted  from  a  disordered  state  of  the 
involuntarily  opens  the  sphincters,  and  feelings,  whidi  have  represented  every  oc- 
canses  the  contraction  of  the  receptade,  in  currence  in  a  wrong  light  to  the  mind  of 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other :  and  the  great  the  individual.  All  sudi  conditions  are  of 
difierence  in  the  condition  of  man  and  of  the  extreme  interest,  when  compared  with  those 
lower  classes,  in  this  respect,  is  simply  that,  which  are  met  with  amongst  idiots,  and  ani- 
in  the  former,  the  purely  emotional  or  in-  mala  enjoying  a  much  lower  degree  of  intel- 
stinctive  actions  are  few  in  comparison  to  ligence ;  for  the  result  is  much  the  same  in 
the  whole,  whilst  in  the  latter  they  consti-  whatever  way  the  balance  between  the  feeU 
tate  by  far  the  largest  part.  ings  and  the  judgment  (which  is  so  beauti- 
The  emotions  are  concerned  in  man,  how-  fuUy  adjusted  in  the  well-ordered  mind  of 
ever,  in  many  other  actions,  which  are  in  man)  is  disturbed — whether  by  a  diminu- 
themselves  strictly  voluntary.  Unless  they  tion  of  the  intelligence,  or  by  an  exaltation 
be  strongly  excited,  so  as  to  get  the  better  of  the  feelings.  These  views  will,  I  think , 
of  the  will,  they  9o  not  operate  directly  through  be  found  correct,  whatever  be  the  truth  of 
the  nervous  system,  but  are  subservient  to  the  speculation  which  I  have  laid  before  you, 
the  intellectual  operations,  to  which  they  as  to  the  part  of  the  nervous  system  con- 
supply  materials,  or  motives.  Thus,  of  two  cemed  in  the  performance  of  the  purely 
individuals,  with  differently  constituted  emotional  actions.  That  their  channel  is 
minds,  one  shall  judge  of  every  thing  through  alike  distinct,  however,  from  that  of  the 
the  medium  of  a  gloomy  morose  temper,  voluntary  movements,  and  from  that  of  re- 
which,  like  a  darkened  glass,  represents  to  flex  operations,  will,  I  think,  be  apparent  to 
his  judgment  the  whole  world  in  league  to  any  one  who  fairly  weighs  the  evidence, 
injure  him :  and  all  his  determinations,  be-  The  degree  in  which  animals  high  in  the 
ing  based  upon  this  erroneous  view,  exhibit  scale  of  organisation  can  perform  the  fimc- 
the  indications  of  it  in  his  actions,  which  tions  of  life  without  any  other  centre  of  ac- 
are,  nevertheless,  of  an  entirely  voluntary  tion  than  the  medulla  oblongata  and  cere- 
character.  On  the  other  hand,  a  person  oif  helium,  appears  extraordinary  to  those  who 
a  cheerful  benevolent  disposition  looks  at  the  are  accustomed  to  regard  the  cerebral  hemi- 
worid  around  as  through  a  Claude  Lorraine  spheres  as  the  centre  of  all  energy.  From 
glass,  seeing  every  thing  in  its  brightest  and  the  experiments  of  Flourens,  Hertwig,  Ma- 
sunniest  aspect ;  and,  with  intellectual  fa-  gendie,  and  others,  it  appears  that  not  only 
culties  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the  for-  Reptiles,  but  Birds  and  Mammalia,  may 
mer  individual,  he  will  come  to  opposite  survive  for  many  weeks  or  months  (if  their 
conclusions,  because  the  materials  which  wants  be  duly  supplied)  after  the  removal  of 
form  the  basis  of  his  judgment  are  submitted  the  whole  cerebrum.  It  is  difficult  to  sub- 
to  it  in  a  very  different  form.  Various  stantiate  the  existence  in  them  of  actual 
forms  of  moral  insanity  exhibit  the  same  sensations;  but  their  movements  appear  to 
contrast  in  a  yet  more  striking  light.  We  be  of  a  higher  kind  than  those  resulting  from 
not  unfrequently  meet  with  individuals,  still  mere  reflex  action.  One  of  the  most  re- 
holding  their  place  in  society,  who  are  accus-  markable  phenomena  in  such  a  being,  is  the 
tomed,  to  act  so  much  upon  feeling,  and  to  power  of  maintaining  its  equilibrium,  which 
be  so  little  guided  by  reaton,  as  to  be  could  scarcely  exist  without  consdonsness. 
scarcely  regarded  as  sane  ;  and  a  very  little  If  it  be  laid  upon  the  back,  it  rises  again  ; 
exaggeration  of  such  a  tendency  causes  the  if  pushed,  it  walks.  If  a  bird  thus  muti- 
actions  to  be  so  injurious  to  the  individual  lated  be  thrown  into  the  air,  it  flies;  if  a 


feelings  perverted.      Not  unfrequently  we  about  the    same   degree   of  con&dousness 

may  observe  similar  inconsistencies,  result-  with  a  sleeping  man,  whose  torpor  is  not  too 

tng  from  the  habitual  indulgence  of  one  par-  profound  to  prevent  his  suffering  from  an 

ticular  feeling,  or  a  morbid  exaggeratidn  of  uneasy  position,  and  who  moves  himself  to 

it.     The  mother  who,  through  weakness  of  amend  it.     The  negative  results  of  cxperi- 

will,  yields  to  her  instinctive  fondness  for  ments  of  this  kind  are  much  more  satis- 

her  offspring,  in  allowing  it  gratifications  factory  than  the  positive ;  that  is  to  say,  if 

which  she  knows  to  be  injurious  to  it,  is  we  are  able  to  substantiate  the  performance 

plscing  herself  below  the  level  of  many  less  of  a  particular  function,  after  the  removal  of 

giflcd  beingj;.      The  habit  of  yielding  to  a  a  certain  organ,  we  may  be  sure  that  the 
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ftinction  is  noi  dependent  on  that  organ. 
But  the  converse  does  not  hold  good ;  for  it 
frequently  happens  that  when  such  violent 
operations  are  practised  on  the  nervous 
centreSi  they  occasion  an  amount  of  general 
disturbance,  which  suspends  or  modifies 
functions  that  have  no  immediate  con- 
nexion with  the  organ  in  question ;  so  that 
we  cannot  safely  attribute  the  alteration  in 
them  to  the  loss  of  it.  For  example,  Hertwig 
found  that,  upon  removing  the  upper  part 
of  tiie  hemispheres  in  a  pigeon,  the  powers 
of  sight  and  hearing  appeared  to  be  de- 
stro3fed,  and  the  animal  sat  in  one  spot,  sa 
if  aaleep ;  but,  being  fed  during  a  fortnight, 
the  sensibility  returned,  and  the  bird  lived 
for  three  months. 

Among  the  ganglia  of  special  sensation ,  the 
functions  of  the  optic  lobes,  or  corpttra 
quadripemina,  have  been  chiefly  examined. 
Hie  researches  of  Flourens  and  Hertwig 
have  shewn  that  their  connexion  with  the 
visual  function,  which  might  be  inferred 
from  their  anatomical  relations,  is  subrtan* 
tiated  by  experiment.  The  pairtial  loss  of 
the  ganglion  on  one  side  produces  partial 
loss  of  power  and  temporary  blindness  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  body,  without 
necessarily  destroying  the  mobility  of  the 
pupil ;  but  the  removal  of  a  larger  portion,  or 
csomplete  extirpationof  it ,  occasions  permanent 
blindness  and  immobility  of  the  pupil,  with 
temporary  muscular  weakness,  on  the  opposite 
sides.  This  temporary  disorder  otthe  mus- 
cular system  sometimes  manfests  itself  in  a 
tendency  to  move  on  the .  axis,  as  if  the 
animal  were  giddy.     No  disturbance  of  con- 


sciouness  appean  to  be  produoed ;  and 
Hertwig  atates  that  he  never  witnesMd  the 
convulsions,  which  Floareos  mentions  as  a 
consequence  of  the  operation,  and  which 
were  probably  occasioned  by  bis  tadaon 
having  been  carried  too  deeply. 

Funeiioiu  qf  ike  eerebeihm. — In  regard 
to  the  particular  purposes  which  are  served 
by  the  cerebellum,  physiologists  are  still 
much  in  the  dark ;  ^though  there  are  not 
wanting  those  who  consider  them  well  asoer- 
tained.  That  this  organ  has  some  special 
function  distinct  from  that  of  the  cerebral 
hemispheres,  can  scarcely  be  doubted ;  since 
its  peculiar  structure  and  positian,  its 
independent  connexions  with  the  medulla 
oblongata,  and  its  extremely  variable  nze 
relatively  to  the  remainder  of  theeacephalon, 
point  it  out  as  an  instrument  adapted  to 
some  important  purpose.  We  shall  inquire 
briefly  into  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
respecting  its  function,  which  is  supplied  to 
us  by  comparative  anatomy,  by  experiment, 
and  by  pathological  phenomena.  A  cere- 
bellum is  found  in  all  vertebrated  animals, 
although  it  is  in  some  extremely  small,— 
looking  like  a  little  prominence  on  the 
medulla  oblongata.  When  this  is  the  case, 
it  is  observed  that  the  whole  mass  is  not « 
miniature  (so  to  S|)eak)  of  the  large  cere- 
bellum of  man,  but  that  the  central  portion 
(termed  the  vermiform  process)  is  the  part 
most  developed,  the  lobes  not  presenting 
themselves  until  the  organ  has  acquired  an 
increased  dimension.  The  following  table, 
constructed  from  materials  contained  in 
Serrea'  most  valuable  Comparative  Anatomy 


Mamiiajlia. 

Diam.  of  Spinal 

Cord  at  9d  Cervical 

Vertebra. 

Transvene  Diam. 
of  Cerebellum. 

Antero-poiterior 

Diameter 
of  Cerebellum. 

Proportkma. 

Man ... 
Simla  Rubra 
Bear  .     .  . 
Dog.     .    . 
Dromedary. 
Kangaroo   . 

1100 
900 
1300 
1100 
1900 
1200 

1,2000 
4500 
5900 
4200 
7100 
3800 

6000 
2443 
3500 
2525 
4600 
2600 

11  — 5| 
5  —2$ 
4f-2j 
3}— 2i 
3i— 2§ 

Birds. 

Falcon   .     . 
Swallow  .  . 
Turkey  .    . 
Ostrich    .  . 

400 

3175 

500 

700 

1350 

500 

1350 

1750 

1100 

600 

1600 

2500 

3i-2| 
3  —34 

Rbptilxs. 

a 

Crooodile    . 
Frog      .    . 

300 
300 

500 
300 

400 
200 

!•='! 

FiSBBS. 

Shark      .  . 
Cod  .     .     . 
Tttrbot    .  . 
Lamprey    . 

700 
575 
500 
275 

1700 

1350 

750 

225 

3100 

1700 

900 

100 

24-4i 
2  J— 3 

Vi 
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of  the  Brain,  will  aflbrd  tome  idea  of  the  experimento  it    aware    of  the  amount  of 

materiala  for  specalattng  on  the  nature  of  the  difference  caused  by  rery  minute  variations 

function  of  the  cerebellum,  which  we  obtain  in  their  circumstances ;  in  no  departmant 

from  this  sooroe.    The  first  column  gives  of  enqairy    is  this  mora  the  case  than  in 

the  diameter  of  the  spinal  cord,  at  the  second  regard  to  the  nervous  system ;   and  such 

cervical  vertebra ;    in  the  two  succeeding  differences  ara  yet  mora  likely  to  occur  in 

oolunna  are  stated  the  transverse  and  the  experiments  mode  upon  the  nervous  centreSf 

antero-posteiior  diameters  of  the  eerebellnm  I  than  in  those  which  concern  their  trunks, 

these  dimensions  are  stated  in  hundred-  Hie  investigations  of  Floutenr  are  the  most 

thousandths    of    a    metre.       The   fourth  dear  and  decisive  in  their  results;  and  of 

column  expresses,  in  round  numbers,  the  pro*  these  we  shall  accordingly  take  a  general 

portion  which  the  diameters  of  the  cere-  survey.   He  found  that,  when  the  cerebellum 

beUum  bear  to  that  of  the  spinal  cord  ;  the  was  mechanically  injured,  the  animals  gave 

latter  being  reckoned  as  one.  no  ngns  of  sensibility,  nor  were  they  affected 

This  table  affords  us    much  scope  for  with  convulsions.     When  the  cerebc^um 

interesting  speculation,  and  may  be  applied  was  being  removed  by  successive  slices,  the 

to  the  correction  of  hypotheses  erected  upon  animals  became  restless,  and  their  movements 

other  foundations.    Before  we  proceed  to  were  irregular;  and  by  the  time  that  the 

these,  however,  a  few  general  remarks  may  last  portion  of  the  organ  was  cut  away,  the 

be  made  upon  it.     In  the  first  place,  the  animals  had  entirely  lost    the  powen  of 

proportional  development  of  the  cerebellum  springing,  flying,  walking,  standing,    and 

is  seen  to  besmallest  in  the  vermiform  Fishes,  preserving  their  equilibrinm,-*ia  short,  of 

which  spproach  most  nearly  to  the  Inverte*  performing  any  combined  muscular  move* 

breta ;  but  it  is  much  greater  in  the  higher  ments  whidi  were  not  of  a  aimply*reflex 

Fishes  than  it  Is  in  Reptiles.     If  we  confer  character.    When  an  animal  in  this  state 

in  what  particular,  that  may  be  reasonably  was  laid  upon  the  back,  it  could  not  recover 

supposed  to  have  a  connexion  with  this  its  former  posture ;  but  it  fluttered  its  wings 

organ,  the  former  surpass  the  latter,  we  and  did  not  lie  in  a  state  of  stupor.    When 

should  at  once  be  struck  with  their  supe-  placed  m  the  erect  position,  it  staggered  and 

riority  in  activity  and  variety  of  movement,  fell  like  a  drunken  man, — not,  however, 

FSssing  on  to   Birds,  we  remark  that  its  without    making   efforts    to    maintain    its 

average  dimensions  greatly  surpass  those  of  balance.    When  threatened  with  a  blow,  it 

the  organ  in  Reptiles ;  but  that  they  do  not  evidently  saw  it,  and  endeavoured  to  avoid 

exceedthoseoccasionallymet  within  Fishes,  it.     It  did  not  seem  that  the  animal  had 

The  greater  size  is  not  found  in  the  species  in  any  degree  lost  voluntary  power  over  its 

which  approach  most  nearly  to  the  Mammalia  several  muscles;  nor  did  sensation  appear 

in  general  conformation  (such  as  the  ostrich),  to  be  impaired.    The  faculty  of  combining 

but  in  those  of  most  active  powers  of  flight,  the  actions  of  the  muscles  in  groups,  however, 

Lsstly,  on  ascending  the  scale  of  Mammi-  was  completely  destroyed,  except  so  far  as 

feroos  adimals,we  cannot  but  be  struck  with  those  sctions  (as  that  of  respiration)  were 

the  rapid  advance  in  proportional  size  that  dependent  only  upon  the  reflex  function  of 

we  observe,  as  we  pass  from  the  lowest,  the  spinal  cord.    The  experiments  afforded 

which  are  surpassed  in  this  respect  by  many  the  same  results,  when  repeated  upon  all 

Birds,  towards  Man,  in  whom  it  attains  a  classes  of  vertebrated  animals ;   and  they 

development  which  appears  enormous  when  have  since  been  repeated,  with  corresponding 

contrasted  with  that  of  the  Quadrumana.  effects,   by  Bouillaud  and   Hertwig.    The 

We  have  next  to  enquire  what  evidence  latter  agrees  with  Flourens,  also,  in  stating 

can  be  drawn  from  experimental  investiga-  that  the  removal  of  one  side  of  the  cerebellum 

tions  on  the  same  subject ;  and  in  reference  affects  the  movements  of  the  opposite  side 

to  this  it  is  desirable  to  remark,  in  the  first  of  the  body ;  and  he  further  mentions  that, 

place,  that  the  experimental  mode  of  enquiry  if  the  mutilation  of  the  cerebellum  have  been 

is  perhaps  more  applicable  to  this  than  to  partial  only,  its  function  is  in  great  degree 

other  parts  of  the  encephalon,  inasmuch  as  restored. 

it  can  be  altogether  removed  with  little  dis-        AU  these  results  are  objected  to  by  thise 

tnrbanoe  of  the  actions  immediately  essential  who  assert  that  the  cerebellum  is  the  seat 

to  life  ;  and  the  animals  soon  recover  from  of  the  sexual  instinct,  on  the  ground  that  the 

the  shock  of  the  operation,  and  seem  but  observed  abeirations  of  the  motor  funetioiis 

little  affected,  except  in  some  easily-reoog-  are  sufficiently  aecounted  for,  by  the  general 

niied    particulars.     The  principal  experi-  disturbance  which  an  operation  so  severe 

mentere  upon  this  subject  have  been  Rohmdo,  must  necessarily  induce.     The  fallacy  of 

Flourens,  Magendie,  and  Hertwig.     It  is  not  this  objection,  however,  is  shown  by  the 

to  be  expected  that  there  should  be  an  exact  feet,  that  the  much  more  severe  operation 

conformity  among  the  results  of  all.     Every  of   removing    the    hemispheres    does    not 

one  who  has  been  engaged  in  physiological  occasion  such  an  aberration ;    the  power  of 
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perfonning  the  assodated  moyements,  and  bfaiedparts,urBqiiired,^^wefiiidl]ieaiaeof 
of  maintaining  the  equilibrium,  being  re-  thecerebennm,andthecomplexitjofitsftnic- 
markably  preserved.  ture,  undergoing  a  rapid  increase.  Thus, 
Upon  comparing  these  results  with  the  pre-  even  between  the  dog  and  the  bear'  there  is 
ceding  table,  a  remarkable  correspondence  a  marked  diflerence,  the  latter  being  capable 
will  be  observed  between  them.  Hie  classes  of  remaining  for  some  time  in  the  erect  poa- 
which  have  the  greatest  Tariety  of  more-  ture,  and  (rften  spontaneously  assuming  it, 
ments,  and  which  require  for  them  the  most  whilst  to  the  former  it  is  any  thing  but 
perfect  combination  of  a  large  number  of  natural.  In  the  semi-erect  apes,  again, 
sepaiate  muscular  actions,  have,  taken  ool-  there  is  a  very  great  advance  in  the  propor- 
leetively,  the  largest  cerebellum.  Of  all  tional  sixe  of  the  cerebellum  ;  and  those 
classes  of  Vertebrata,  Reptiles  are  the  most  which  most  approach  man  in  the  tendency 
inert ;  and  their  motions  require  the  least  to  preserve  htbituaUy  the  erect  posture,  also 
co-ordination.  The  active  predacious  Fishes  come  nearest  to  him  in  'regard  to  the  size  of 
fiur  surpass  them  in  this  respect;  and  may  the  cerebellum.  Now  it  is  evident  that  man, 
be  compared  vrith  birds  in  the  energy  of  although  far  inferior  to  many  of  the  lower 
their  passage  through  the  water,  and  in  their  animals  in  the  power  of  performing  vmrions 
focility  of  changing  their  direction  during  particular  kinds  of  movement,  far  surpasses 
the  most  rapid  progression.  Their  cere-  them  all  in  the  number  and  variety  of  the 
bellum,  accordingly,  bears  to  their  spinal  combinations  which  he  is  capable  of  execut- 
cord  Tery  much  the  same  proportion  with  ing,  and  in  the  complexity  of  the  combina- 
that  of  birds.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Flat  tions  themselves.  Thus,  if  we  attentifve'Iy 
Fish,  which  lie  near  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  consider  the  act  of  walking  in  man,  we  shall 
and  which  have  a  much  less  variety  of  move-  find  that  there  is  scarcely  a  muscle  of  the 
ment,  luive  a  very  much  smaller  cerebellum  ;  trunk  or  extremities  which  is  not  actually 
and  the  Vermiform  Fishes,  which  are  almost  concerned  in  it ;  some  being  engaged  is  per- 
or  completely  destitute  of  fins,  and  whose  forming  the  necessary  movements,  and  others 
progression  is  accomplished  by  flexion  of  the  in  maintaining  the  equilibrium  of  the  body, 
body,  have  a  cerebellum  so  small  as  to  be  which  is  disturbed  by  them.  On  the  other 
scarcely  discoverable,  their  motion  being,  hand,  in  the  horse  or  camel,  the  muscular 
like  that  of  the  lower  Articulata,  almost  en-  movements  are  individually  numerous,  but 
tirely  of  a  reflex  character,  each  segment  they  do  not  require  nearly  the  same  perfect 
being  influenced  by  its  own  ganglionic  co-ordination.  And  in  the  bird,  the  num- 
centre,  and  the  spinal  cord  constituting  by  ber  of  muscles  employed  in  the  movements 
fkr  the  largest  proportion  of  the  nervous  of  flight,  and  in  directing  the  course  of  these, 
centres.  On  looking  at  the  class  of  Birds,  is  really  comparatively  small ;  as  may  at 
we  observe  that  the  active  predacious  Falcons,  once  be  perceived  by  comparing  the  rigidity 
and  the  swift-winged  Swallow  (the  perfect  of  the  skeleton  of  the  trunk  of  the  bird  with 
control  possessed  by  which  over  their  com-  that  of  man,  and  by  remembering  the  com- 
plicated movements  every  one  must  have  plete  inactivity  of  the  lower  extremities  dnr- 
observed),  have  a  cerebellum  much  larger  in  ing  the  active  condition  of  the  upper,  In 
proportion,  than  that  of  the  Gallinaceous  fact,  the  motions  of  the  wings  are  so  simple 
birds,  whose  powers  of  flight  are  small,  or  and  regular,  as  to  suggest  the  idea  that,  as  in 
or  than  that  of  the  Struthious  tribe,  in  Insects,  their  character  is  more  reflex  than 
which  they  are  altogedier  absent.  Lastly,  directly  voluntary ; — an  idea  which  is  sap- 
on  comparing  its  proportional  size,  in  the  ported  by  the  length  of  time  during  which 
different  orders  of  Mammalia,  with  the  nnm-  they  can  be  kept  up  without  apparent  fatigue, 
ber  and  variety  of  muscular  actions  requiring  and  also  by  an  important  fact  hereafter  to 
combined  movements,  of  which  they  are  re-  be  mentioned,  which  experimental  research 
spectively  capable,  we  observe  an  even  more  has  disclosed.  It  is  seen,  then,  that  compa- 
remarkable  correspondence.  In  the  hoofed  rative  anatomy  fully  confirms  the  idea  which 
quadrupeds,  in  which'  the  muscular  appa-  experimental  physiology  suggests,  respecting 
ratus  of  the  extremities  is  reduced  to  its  the  chief  functions  of  the  cerebellum, 
greatest  simplicity,  and  in  which  the  move-  Some  of  Magendie's  experiments  indicate 
ments  of  progression  are  simple,  the  cere-  a  further  connexion  of  this  organ  with  the 
bellum  is  proportionally  smaller  than  it  is  motor  function,  the  nature  of  which  is  still 
found  to  be  in  some  birds ;  but  in  proper-  obscure.  This  physiologist  asserts  that,  if 
tion  as  the  extremities  acquire  the  power  of  a  wound  be  inflicted  on  the  cerebellum,  the 
prehension,  and  together  with  this  power  of  animal  seems  compelled  by  an  inward  force 
application  to  a  great  variety  of  purposes —  to  retrograde  movement,  although  making  an 
still  more,  in  proportion  as  the  animal  be-  effort  to  advance ;  and  that,  if  the  cms  cere- 
comes  capable  of  maintaining  the  erect  pos-  belli  on  one  side  be  injured,  the  animal  is 
ture,  in  which  a  constant  muscular  exertion,  caused  to  roll  over  towards  the  same  aide, 
consisting  of  a  numberofmostelaborately  ccm.  Sometimes  (if  Magendie's  statements  can  be 
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relied  on),  .the  animsls  nutde  mzty  revolu-  injury  of  this  oiigsn.  In  a  few  cases  in 
tions  in  a  minute,  and  continued  this  which  both  lobes  of  the  cerebellum  have 
movement  for  a  week  without  cessation,  been  seriously  affected,  the  tendency  to 
Division  of  the  second  cms  oerebelii  restores  retrograde  movement  has  been  observed  ; 
the  equilibrium.  Hertwig  observed  the  same  and  instances  are  also  on  record  of  the  oc- 
phenomenon,  when  the  pons  Varolii  (which  currenoe  of  rotatory  movement,  which  has 
is  nothing  more  than  the  commissure  of  the  been  found  to  be  connected  with  lesion  of 
cerebellum,  surrounding  the  crura  cerebri)  the  cms  cerebelli  on  the  same  side.  So  far 
was  injured  on  one  side ;  and  he  has  also  as  they  can  be  relied  on,  therefore,  the  re- 
remarked  that  the  movements  of  the  eyes  suits  of  the  three  methods  of  investigation 
were  no  longer  consensual.  bear  a  very  close  correspondence  ;    and  it 

On  turning  to  pathology  for  evidence  of  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  they  afford  us 
the  functions  of  the  cerebellum,  we  meet  some  approximation  to  truth, 
with  much  that  seems  contradictory.  It  We  have  now  to  examine,  however,  ano- 
must  be  remembered  that  a  sudden  effusion  ther  doctrine  regarding  the  functions  of  the 
of  blood,  even  to  a  small  extent,  in  any  part  cerebellum,  which  was  propounded  by  Gall, 
of  the  encephalon,  is  liable  to  produce  the  and  which  is  supported  by  the  phreno- 
phenomena  of  apoplexy  or  paralysis ;  and  logical  school  of  physiologists.  This  doc- 
inferences  founded  upon  the  phenomena  ex-  trine — that  the  cerebellum  is  the  organ  of 
hibited  after  sudden  lesions  of  this  descrip-  the  sexual  instinct — is  by  no  means  incom- 
tion  are,  therefore,  much  less  valid  than  patible  with  the  other ;  and  by  some  it  has 
those  based  on  the  results  of  more  chronic  been  held  in  combination  with  it.  The 
affections.  In  regard  to  these  last,  how-  greater  number  of  phrenologists,  howeter, 
ever,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  we  are  not  regard  this  instinct  as  the  exelunve  function 
yet  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to  state  with  of  the  cerebellum,  and  assert  that  they  can 
precision,  what  amount  of  morbid  alteration  judge  of  its  intensity  by  the  degree  of  de- 
in  any  part  of  the  nervous  centres  is  compa-  velopment  of  the  organ.  We  shall  now 
tible  with  but  slightly  -  disturbed  per-  inquire  what  evidence  in  support  of  this  po- 
formance  of  its  function  ;  and  that  cases  sition  is  afforded  by  the  three  methods  of 
are  every  now  and  then  occurring,  which  inquiry  which  have  been  already  indicated, 
would  upset  all  our  previous  notions,  if  we  I  cannot  but  regard  the  results  of  observa- 
were  not  aware  that  the  same  difficulty  pre-  tion  as  to  the  comparative  size  of  the  cere- 
sents  itself  even  in  regard  to  the  best  esta-  helium  in  different  animals,  as  very  unfavonr- 
blished  results  in  neurology.  It  is  also  to  be  able  to  the  doctrine  in  question.  In  the 
remembered,  that  the  results  of  disease  occa-  greatest  number  of  Fishes,  it  is  well  known 
sioning  preuttre,  will  be  peculiarly  liable  to  that  no  sexual  congress  takes  place,  the 
affect  the  medulla  oblongata  as  well  as  the  seminal  fluid  being  merely  effused  like 
cerebellum  ;  and  thus  will  occasion  a  greater  any  other  excretion,  into  the  surrounding 
loss  of  motor  power  than  would  be  occa-  water,  and  being  thus  brought  into  acciden- 
sioned  by  the  mere  suspension  of  the  func-  tal  contact  with  the  ova,  of  which  a  large 
tion  of  the  latter.  proportion  are  never  fertilized.      On  the 

Pathological  phenomena,  when  examined  other  hand,  in  many  Reptiles  the  sexual 
with  these  reservations,  appear  to  coincide  instinct  appears  extremely  strong  ;  and  this 
with  the  results  of  experiment,  in  supporting  is  especially  the  case  in  the  frog,  the  whole 
the  conclusion  that  the  cerebellum  is  not  in  system  of  which  is  endowed,  at  the  season  of 
any  way  the  instrument  of  ptychical  opera-  fertility,  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
tions.  Inflammation  of  the  membranes  excitability,  analogous  to  a  morbid  condition 
covering  it,  if  confined  to  that  part,  does  not  that  sometimes  presents  itself  in  the  human 
produce  delirium  ;  and  its  almost  complete  being.  It  has  been  remarked  that,  if  the  head 
destruction  by  gradual  softening  does  not  of  a  male  frog  be  cut  off,  during  the  eon- 
appear  necessarily  to  involve  loss  of  Intel-  gress  (which  lasts  for  some  time),  his  em- 
lectnal  power.  *'  But,"  remarks  Andral,  brace  will  not  be  relaxed,  and  will  even 
"  whilst  the  changes  of  intelligence  were  continue  until  the  body  of  the  female  is 
variable,  inconstant,  and  of  little  importance,  becoming  gangrenous  from  the  pressure ; 
the  lesions  of  motion,  on  the  contrary,  were  thus  showing  that  the  action  is  one  of 
observed  in  all  the  cases  (of  softening,  which  a  purely  reflex  character.  Now  on  com- 
had  come  under  his  notice)  except  one ;  and  paring  the  size  of  the  cerebellum  of  the 
in  this  it  is  not  quite  certain  that  motion  firog  with  that  of  the  cod  (we  exclude  the 
was  not  interfered  with.''  In  genera],  apo-  higher  cartilaginous  fishes,  in  which  the 
plexy  of  the  cerebellum  is  accompanied  by  reproductive  function  has  a  more  elevated 
paralysis ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  usual  in  type)  we  find  that  it  is  not  above  one  half 
cases  of  chronic  disease,  in  which  there  is  tiie  proportional  size.  Moreover,  not  only 
rather  an  irregularity  of  movement^with  a  is  the  size  much  inferior,  but  the  structure 
degree  of  restlessness  resembling  that  de-  is  much  leas  complicated,  in  the  former 
scribed  by  Flourens  as  resulting  from  partial  than   in   the  latter.     Again,  in  comparing 
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the  GalltnaceousBirdBi  which  are  polygamous,  good ;  for  the  proportion  of  cues  of  diaaae 
witli  the  Raptorial  and  Insessorial  tribes,  of  the  cerebellum,  in  which  there  is  an/ 
which  live  in  pairs,  we  find  that  the  former,  manifest  affection  of  the  sexual  organs,  is 
instead  of  having  a  larger  cerebellum,  have  really  very  small,  being,  according  to  tb« 
one  of  inferior  size.  Further,  on  looking  at  calculations  of  Burdach,  not  above  one  in 
the  Mammalia^  the  same  disproportion  may  gevenieen.  The  same  physiologist  states 
be  noticed.  A  friend  who  kept  some  that  such  atfections  do  present  themselves, 
kangaroos  in  his  garden,  informed  me  that  although  very  rarely,  when  the  cerebrum  is 
they  were  the  most  salacious  animals  he  ever  the  seat  of  the  lesion.  A  large  number  of 
saw ;  yet  their  cerebellum  is  one  of  the  facts  adduced  by  phrenologists  in  support  of 
smallest  to  be  found  in  the  class.  Every  their  views  —  such  as  the  erections  and 
one  knows,  again,  the  salacity  of  monkeys ;  emissions  which  often  take  place  during 
there  are  many  which  are  excited  to  violent  hanging — may  be  explained  as  well,  or  even 
demonstrations  by  the  sight  even  of  a  human  better,  on  the  hypoUiesis  that  the  oerebro- 
female;  and  there  are  few  which  do  not  spinal  axis  (that  is,  the  spinal  cord  and 
practise  masturbation,  when  kept  in  solitary  medulla  oblongata)  is  the  seat  of  this  in- 
confinement ;  yet  in  them  the  cerebellum  is  stinct.  And  this  hypothesis  is  much  more 
much  smaller  than  in  man,  in  whom  the  conformable  to  the  results  of  experiment  and 
sexual  impulse  is  much  less  violent.  It  has  disease,  than  that  which  locates  it  in  the 
been  supposed  that  the  large  size  of  the  cerebellum.  For  it  has  been  found  that 
organ  in  man  is  connected  wi^  his  constant  mechanical  irritation  of  the  spinal  oord  • 
possession  of  the  appetite,  which  is  ouly  and  disease  in  its  substance,  much  more  fre- 
occasional  in  others ;  but  this  does  not  quently  produce  excitement  of  the  genital 
hold  good;  since  among  domestic  animals  organs,  than  do  lesions  of  the  cerebellum, 
there  are  many  which  are  ready  to  breed  This  view  is  entertained  by  Miiller,  and  by 
throughout  the  yem^-cats  and  rabbits,  for  most  physiologists  who  have  taken  a  com* 
instance ;  and  in  these  we  do  not  find  any  prehensive  and  unbiassed  survey  of  the 
peculiar  difference  in  the  size  of  the  cerebeU  phenomena  in  question.  I  am  far  from 
lum.  It  is  asserted,  however,  that  the  denying  in  toto  that  any  peculiar  con- 
results  of  observation  in  Man  lead  to  a  nection  exists  between  the  cerebrum  and  the 
positive  conclusion,  that  the  size  of  the  genital  system ;  but  if  the  evidence  at 
cerebellum  is  a  measure  of  the  intensity  of  present  adduced  in  support  of  the  phreno- 
the  sexual  instinct  in  the  individual.  This  logical  position  be  held  sufficient  to  establish 
assertion  has  been  met  by  the  counter-state-  it,  in  defiance  of  so  many  opposing  con- 
ment  of  others,  —  that  no  such  relation  siderations,  we  must  bid  adieu  to  all  safe 
exists.  It  is  unfortunate  that  here,  as  in  reasoning  in  physiology.  The  weight  of 
many  other  instances,  each  party  has  regis-  testimony  appears  to  me  to  be  quite  decided, 
tered  the  observations  favound>le  to  their  in  regard  to  the  connection  of  the  cere- 
own  views,  rather  than  those  of  an  opposite  helium  with  the  regulation  of  the  motor  func- 
character;  so  that,  until  some  additional  tion.  How  far  this  invalidates  the  modnna/e 
evidence,  of  a  less  partial  nature,  has  been  phrenological  view,  which  does  not  n^gard 
collected,  we  roust  consider  the  question  as  the  function  of  the  cerebellum  as  escltuivtiif 
subjudice,  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  devoted  to  the  sexual  instinct,  is  a  question 
deny  that  such  a  correspondence  may  exist ;  well  deserving  of  attention.  There  is  nothing 
but  on  contrasting  the  degree  of  support  opposed  to  such  an  idea  in  the  results  of 
which  this  part  of  phrenology  really  derives  the  experiments  already  adverted  to  ;  811133 
from  pathological  evidence,  with  that  which  there  is  no  evidence  that  sexual  ii  stioct 
the  upholders  of  this  view  represent  it  to  remained  after  the  removal  of  the  cerebeK 
receive,  I  cannot  but  look  with  much  distrust  lum  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  i:i  no 
at  all  their  observations  on  the  subject.  proof  that  it  was  destroyed.  A  circumstance 
Yon  will  find  it  stated  in  phrenological  which  has  been  sevei*al  times  mentioned  to 
works,  as  an  ordinary  result  of  disease  of  the  me,  that  great  application  to  gymnastic 
oerebellnm,  that  there  is  an  affection  of  the  exercises  greatly  diminishes  for  a  tbne  the 
genital  organs,  manifesting  itself  in  priiq)ism,  sexual  vigour,  and  even  totally  suspends 
turgesoence  of  the  testes,  and  sometimes  in  desire, — seems  worthy  of  consideration  in 
seminal  emissions.  Now  it  quite  true  that,  reference  to  such  a  view.  If  the  cerebeUnm 
in  cases  of  apoplexy,  in  which  these  symp-  be  really  connected  with  both  kinds  of 
toms  manifest  themselves,  there  is  very  functions,  it  does  not  seem  unreasonable 
commonly  found  to  be  effusion  upon  the  that  the  excessive  emploj^ment  of  it  upon 
cerebellum  or  in  its  substance ;  but  it  is  to  one  should  diminish  its  energy  in  regard  to 
be  remembered  that  in  all  such  lesions  the  the  other.  Further,  it  would  seem  by  no 
medulla  oblongata  is  involved,  and  these  means  improbable  that  the  lobes  are  specially 
symptoms,  equally  with  paralysis,  may  be  conntyted  with  the  regulation  and"  co- 
due  to  affection  of  that  organ.  Further,  ordination  of  movements;  whilst  the  vermi- 
the  converse  does  not  by  any  means  hold  form  processes,  which  are  very  large  in  many 
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animate  in   which  these   sqvodly  present  had  commenced  two  years  before,  and 

themselves,  are  the  parts  connected  with  the  the  pain  and  discharge  became  aggra^ 

sexual  function.    As  an  additional  afgument  vated  when  conception  took  place.  The 

in  favour  of  the  fonner  part  of  this  view,  labour    pains    continued    strong    and 

it  may  be  stated,  that  m  man  the  lobes  bear  regular  tlie  whole  afternoon  and  night 

•  >»^«';.  Fop^^on  to  the  vermiform  pro-  of  the  Ist  of  May.    At  7  A.M.  of  the ^ 

t^t  Aev  SdeL^'^^^^^^^^^      r^iT^civel^  *^^  P^^°«  ^^^  ^^^^"^  ^^^  incessant 

mentdiiingthffirst  few  years  of  life,  whL  7^*^    restlessness    and    sickness     at 

alarge  number  ofcomplei  voluntary  move-  8tomac|i.       The    os    uten    continued 

ments  are  being  learned   by    experience,  PfCcisely  in  the  same  condiUon,  and 

and  assodated  by  means  of  the  muscuUr  ^'^^  presentmg  part  could  not  be  felt, 

sensation^     accompanying     them:     whilst  Twenty-five  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn 

in  those  animals  which  have,  immediately  from  the  arm,  and  one  drachm  of  lau- 

after     birth,     the     power    of    regulating  danum  administered, 

their    voluntary    movements   for    definite  At  II  p.m.,  the  pains  still  continuing 

objects,  with  the  most  precision,  the  cere-  violent,  with  severe  jigors,  rapid  pulse, 

bellum  is  more  fully  developed  at  the  time  and   incoherence,   another  effort  was 

of  birth.     In  both  insUnces   it   is   well  made  to  reach  the  presenting   part, 

formed  and  in  active  operation  (so  far  as  though  the  os  uteri  was  still  undilated; 

^  be  judged  by  the  amount  of  circulation  Having    succeeded    in    touching    the 

through  It)  long  before  the  slULual  instinct  head,  the  perforator  was  passed    up 

manifests  itself  m  any  perceptible  degree.  along  the  finger,  and  the  skull  opened 

and  the  brain  destroyed.  The  propriety 

CLINICAL  REPORTS  ^^  making  incisions  into  the  diseased 

^y  OS  uteri  nad  been  considered,  before 

the  head  could  be  opened,  but  the  idea 

DIFFICULT  CASES  m  MIDWIFERY,  was  abandoned,   after   consulting   an 

By  RoBsaT  Las,  M.D.  F.R.S.  eminent  surgeon. 

[Finh  Report  concluded.]  ,   A'  ^  A.M.  May  3,  the  labour  pains 

\^ having  continued  strong  and  regular 

,  ,     .       .                 ,  ,        .              -  during  the  night,  the  os  uteri  opened 

Jnductum  qf  premature  labour  tti  cases  of  sufficiently  to  allow  the  crotchet  to  be 

pregnancy,  with  mahgnant  disease  of  introduced,  and  the   head   extracted. 

the  uterus,  fibrous    tumors,    ovarian  The  placenta  soon  followed  the  child^ 

cvsUy  organic  affections  qf  the  heart,  but  she  continued  gradually  to  sink, 

dropsy  of  the  amnion,  and  obstinate  and  died  on  May  4.      The  body  was 

vomiting,  examined  by  Mr,  Cross,  and  the  neck 

Tii£  preceding  part  of  this  Report  con-  of  the  uterus,    extensively  lacerated, 

tainea  the  histories  of  several  cases  of  presented  the  appearance  of  an  irregu- 

slight  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  in  which  lar,  dark-coloured,  disorganized  masa. 

premature  labour  was  successfully  in-  The  danger  of  dyin^  undelivered,  and 

duced  at  the  seventh  and  a  hsdf  month  the  injury  necessarily  inflicted  upon 

of  pregnancy.     It  contained,  also,  an  the  uterus  by  the  extraction  of  the 

account  of  twenty-two  cases  in  which  child,  would   have   been  avoided  or 

the  advantage  of  Inducing  premature  lessened  in  this  case,  by  the  indue* 

labour  was  not  less  striking,  although  tion  of  premature  labour, 

the  degree  of  distortion  was  so  great  Case  CXXXIX. — Several  vears  ago. 

that  a  child  even  of  seven  months  a  woman,  with  malignant  disease  of 

could  not  be  bom  alive.    In  the  follow-  the  os  uteri,  and  who  was  three  or  four 

in^  cases  the  same  operation  was,  or  months  pregnant,  was  admitted  into 

might  have  been,  employed  with  ad-  St.  George's  Hospital.    She  afterwards 

vantage.  went  to  Margate,  but  though  labour 

Cask  CXXXVIIT. — On  the  1st  of  came  on  at  the  end  of  the  seventh 

May,   1840,  Mr.  Cross,   of  Leicester  month,  the  os  uteri    did   not   dilate 

S<|uare,  requested  me  to  see  Mrs.  A.,  sufficiently  to  allow  the  head  of  the 

mi,   41,   who   had   been  twenty- four  foetus  to  pass,  and  it  was  extracted 

hours  in  labour.      The  os  uten   was  with  the  vectis.     Svmptoms  of  rup- 

hajd^  irregular,  and  ulcerated,  and  so  tured  uterus  soon  followed.    Mr.  Price 

titHe   dilated    that   the   presentation  examined  the  body  after  death,  and 

could  not  be  ascertained.'  The  symp-  sent  the  uterus  to  me.     The  whole 

toowof  malignant  disease  of  the  uterufi  orifice  and  neck  of  the   organ   was 

718.— xxviii.  3  M 
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destroyed  hj  cancerous  ulceration,  and  August  12,  1824,  I  was  desired,  b^ 

the  anterior  part  of  the  cervix  was  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Clifton,  of 

lacerated.  Leicester   Place,    to  visit  Mrs. , 

Case  CXL. — In  April  1840  I  was  She  told  me  that  she  had  been  long 

requested  by  Dr.  James  Johnson  to  ill,  and  had  consulted  Dr.  Bree,  who 

see  a  patient  who  had  a  malignant  thought    her    disease    was    ulcer    of 

fungoia  disease  of  the  os  uteri.     The  the  womb,  and  treated  her  accordingly; 

catamenia  had  disappeared  for  several  she  said,  however,  she  was  quite  sure 

months,  and  she  had  morning  sickness,  of  being  pregnant,  and  not  liking  to 

and  other  symptoms  which  made  her  continue  a  mode  of  treatment  which 

believe  that  she  was  pregnant.    In  May,  she  imagined  must  be  improper,  had 

the  abdomen  had  enlarged,  and  the  ceased  to  consult  him. 

sound  of  the  pulsations  of  the  foetal  On  making  inquiry  into  her  symp- 

heartanduterine  arteries  were  distinctly  toms,  it  appeared  that  Dr.  Bree  was 

heard,  and  the  movements  of  the  foetus  instiled  in  taking  the  view  he  did  of 

felt  with  the  hand.    The  areolee  were  her  complaint ;    they    were,   extreme 

broad  and  dark,  and  Uie  glands  around  pain  in  the  back,  constjpation,  emacia- 

the  nipples  enlarged.    I  recommended  tion,  and  especially  extremely  offensive 

premature  labour  to  be  induced,  but  discharges  from  the  va^na.      These 

she  would  not  consent  to  the  operation,  symptoms  had  occurred  after  a  lying-in, 

Deliverv,  however,  took  place   spon>  two  years  before,  and  had  continued 

taneously  on  July  14,  and  a  dead  cnild  ever  since  ;    indeed  there  was   some 

of  seven  months  was  expelled,  without  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  shown 

4irtificial  assistance.     The  pain,  dis-  themselves  before  the  termination  of 

charge,  and  other  symptoms  of  cancer,  that   pregnancy.      Upon    this    point, 

almost  entirely  disappeared  for  several  however,  the  evidence  was  not  quite 

months  after  her  confinement,  but  they  satisfactory. 

returned,  and  Mr.  Rawbone,  of  King's  Having  learnt  thus  much,  I  inquired 

Road,  Chelsea,  informed  me  that  sue  what  were  her  reasons  for  thinking 

died  on  January  1,  1841.  herself  preenant ;  her  reply  was,  that 

On  relating  these  cases  to  Dr.  Merri-  she  distinctly  felt  the  motions  of  the 

man,  on  May  7,  he  informed  me  that  child.    As  no  examination  per  vaginam 

he  had  met  with  three  of  a  similar*  had  been  instituted,  I  obtamed  permis- 

nature.    In  one,  the  labour  pains  were  sion  to  pass  my  finger,  and  was  not  a 

excruciating,  and  continued  for  a  long  little  surprised  to  find  that  the  os  uteri, 

time,  without  producing  any  efiect  upon  and  part  of  the  cervix,  were  entirely 

the  OS  uteri,  but  at  last  it  rave  way  destroyed  by  a  species  of  ulcus  exedens, 

suddenly,  and  the  head  passea  throuffn  yet  that  the  body  of  the  uterus  was 

it.     The  child  was  bom  alive.     Tne  enlarged  to  the  size  it  usually  attains 

mother  died  six  weeks  after.  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  month,  and 

On  returning  home  from  attending  a  that  it  contained  a  living  foetus ;  so  that 
case  of  labour.  Dr.  Merriman  was  m-  this  was  a  case  of  pregnancy  in  a 
formed  by  his  uncle,  the  late  Dr.  S.  uterus  deprived  by  disease  of  a  laree 
Merriman,  that  the  patient  had  scir-  portion  of  its  substance.  Whether  the 
rhus  of  the  os  uteri,  that  he  thought  os  uteri  had  taken  on  disease,  before 
she  would  never  have  another  chud,  the  pre^ancy  commenced,  must  remain 
and  would  die  from  the  disease.  That,  uncertain ;  but  at  the  time  of  my  ex- 
he  said,  was  the  result  of  his  experience  amination,  which  was -made  with  as 
in  other  similar  cases.  She  conceived  much  care  and  exactness  as  was  in  my 
again,  however,  and  died  soon  after  power,  the  whole  of  the  os  uteri,  and  a 
delivery.  The  child  was  bom  alive,  large  portion  of  the  cervix,  were  lite- 
and  neither  in  this  nor  in  the  last  rally  eaten  away  by  ulceration, 
case  was  any  operation  performed.  On  conferring  with  Mr.  Clifton,  who 

The  history  of  Dr.  Merriman's  third  accompanied  me,  on  the  treatment  to 

ease  of  labour,  complicated  with  cancer  be  adopted,  I  expressed  an  opinion  that 

vteri,  is  containea  in   the   following  the  foetus  couldT  not  be  much  longer 

letter : —  retained,    for   the    distension   of   me 

My  dear  Dr.  Lee, — The  following  uterus  was  already  beginning  to  in- 

^case,  which  I  did  not  recollect  last  trench  upon  the  cervix ;   and  as  the 

night,  will  interest  you;  I  do  not  re-  distension  proceeded,  the  ulcerated  cer- 

member  any  one  very  similar.  vix  would  be  pressed  upon,  and  mwit 
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Becessarily  give  way,  and  the  foetus  be  large,  and  to  become  more  exquisitely 

expelled;  accordingly,  on  the  31st  of  painful,  though  leeches  were  applied 

August,  the  foetus  and  placenta  passed  in  great  numbers  over  the  tumor,  and 

into  the  world,  almost  without  pain ;  calomel,  antimony,  opium,  and  cathar- 

the  child,  of  about  six  months'  gesta-  tics,  were  administered  internally.  The 

tion,  was  bom  alive,  and  lived  a  few  painful  distension  of  the  abdomen  soon 

hours.     The  poor  woman,  who  now  became  so  great,  that  it  was  necessary 

began  to  entertain  hopes  of  recovery,  to  obtain  relief  by  inducing  premature 

was  not  at  all  benefited  by  the  delivery,  labour.    This  was  easily  done.    For  a 

but  continued  to  live  in  a  state  of  great  short  time  after  delivery,  the  symptoms 

sudSering,  sometimes  mitigated  by  nar-  were  less  severe,  but  the  fever,  sickness, 

cotics,   till  the    month   of   February,  and  painful  distension,  soon  returned, 

when  death  ^ve  her  a  happy  release,  and  proved  fatal. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  A  fibrous  tumor,  in  a  state  of  inflam- 

Yours  with  great  truth,  mation    and  suppuration,   was  found 

Samuel  Merriman.  attached  by  a  large  root  to  the  right 

Brook  Street,  Grosrenor  Square,  side  of  the  body  of  the  uterus.     The 

May  8, 1840.  peritoneum  which  covered  it  adhered 

In  Dr.  F.  Ramsbotham's  first  case,  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
the  labour  was  premature,  and  the  omentum,  intestines,  and  liver.  Nume- 
child  was  easily  expelled.  The  woman  rous  small  fibrous  tumors,  the  blood- 
died  two  weeks  after.  The  second  vessels  of  which  have  been  injected, 
woman  died  undelivered.  were  found  imbedded  in  other  parts  of 

Dr.  Henry  Davies  has  related  to  me  the  parietes  of  the  uterus.    These  were 

a  case  of  labour  at  the  full  period,  with  in  a  nealthy  state.    This  case  occurred 

cancer,  in  which  the  uterus  was  rup-  in  the  summer  of  1840. 

tured,  and    death    speedily    followed  CaskCXLII.— On  December  6, 1840, 

deliveiy.  Dr.  Blakeley  Brown  requested  me  to 

In  1/70,  Dr.  Denman  saw  a  case  of  see  a  case  of  pregnancy,  complicated 

matignant  fungoid  tumor  of  the  os  uteri  with  an  ovarian  tumor,  which  nad  ap- 

with  pregnancy  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  peared  five  years  before  conception  took 

month.    The  operation  of  embryotomy  place,  and  had  slowly  enlarged.    The 

was  performed,  but  the  patient  died  patient  was  in  the  sixth  month  of  her 

before  the  child  could  be  extracted.  first  pregnancy,  and  the  abdomen  was 

He  states  that  smaller  tumors  of  the  enormously  distended,  and  a  fluctuation 

same  character  are  not  unfrequently  perceived  on  percussion.    The  difficulty 

met  with  in  practice,  and  that  little  of  breathine  was  bo  urgent  that  it  was 

efiect  is  produced  by  the  labour  pains  impossible  for  her  to  remain  an  instant 

for  a  lon^  period,  but  that  all  at  once  in  the  horizontal  position,     ^ye  con- 

the  rigid  os  uteri  yields  and  dilates  sidered  it  necessary  to  induce  premature 

speedily  and  unexpectedly^  or  perhaps  labour,  but  the  os  uteri  was  so  high  up, 

in  some  instances  is  lacerated.   In  some  and  directed  so  much  backwards,  that 

cases,  also,  he  states  that  the  excres-  great    difficulty    was    experienced   in 

cences  are  of  so  tender  a  structure,  that  passing  the  stiletted  catheter  into  the 

they  are  crushed  by  the  passage  of  the  uterus,  to  perforate  the   membranes, 

head  over  them,  and  entirely  destroyed.  The  anterior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  could 

If  abortion  does  not  take  place  where  only  be  reached  with  the  finger.     An 

pregnancy  exists  with  cancer  of  the  os  instrument  with  a  sharp  point,  and  a 

uteri  in  an  advanced  stage,  the  mem-  smallercurve  than  that  employed,  could 

branes  of  the  ovum  should  be  perfo-  not  have  been  introduced  m  this  case, 

rated,  and  if  the  disease  is  less  exten-  and  the  liauor  amnii  evacuated.     On 

sire,  at  the  seventh  and  a  half  month,  the    7th,    labour    pains    commenced. 

Case  CXLI.  —  A  female,  let.  30,  in  Venesection  and  opiates  were  employed 

the  fifth  month  of  her  first  pregnancy,  to  promote  the  dilatation  of  the  os 

began  to  suffer  from  sickness,  fever,  and  uteri.    The  nates  presented ;  and  on  the 

constant  pain  and  distension  of  the  9th,  a  dead  foetus  was  expelled.     The 

abdomen.    On  examining  the  belly  it  relief  from   the   delivery    was   great, 

was  easily  perceived  that  the  gravid  though  the  abdomen  continued  large, 

uterus  was  pressed  to  the  left  side  by  a  and  the  fluctuation  distinct  for  several 

hard,  painful,  lobulated  tumor  on  the  weeks, 

right.    This  continued  rapidly  to  en-  August  10, 1841. — The  ovarian  tumor 
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has  been  considerably  reduced  in  size  before  the  morning,  ten  quarts  had 

since    the    repeated    application    of  escaped,  and  two  premature  foetuses 

leeches,  and  the  long-contmued  use  of  had  been  expelled  without  difficulty, 

the    liquor    potassae.       The    general  She  recovered  favourably, 

health  IS  nearly  in  the  same  condition  Case  CXLV. — At  3  p.m.  on  January 

as  before  pregnancy.  2,  1840, 1  was  called  to  see  a  lady,  four 

Case  CXLIII.-  On  March  12,  1828,  or  five  months  pregnant,  affected  with 

I  was  called  to  an  unmarried  lady,  dropsy.      The    abdomen    was    much 

whose  abdomen  had  been  slqwly  en-  swollen,  and  the  face,  trunk,  and  ex- 

larging  for  several  months.    No  suspi-  tremities,  (Bdematous.      The  difficulty 

cion  having  been  entertained  by  her  of  breathing  was  so  urgent,  that  she 

medical  attendant  that  she  was  preg-  was  supported  sitting  upon  the  edge  of 

nant,    mercury,    diuretics,     and    the  the  beo,  with  the  feet  resting  upon  a 

strongest  cathartics,  had  been  given  chair.    It  was  obvious,  if  the  symptoms 

to  remove  the  supposed  dropsy,  and  were  not  relieved,  that  she  could  not 

tapping  proposed,     when  I  examined  Uve  many  hours.     They   had    com- 

the    ab^men,    the    fluctuation    was  menced  in  the  second  month  of  preg- 

as  distinct  as  in  any  case  of  ascites,  nancy,    and    had    intreased    rapidly 

and  the  right   lower   extremity   was  during  the  previous  week.     Diuretics, 

cedematous.     Having  received  a  hint  blisters,  and  drastic  cathartics,  had  been 

from  her  nurse  that  pregnancy   was  employed  without  the  slightest  benefit. 

possible,  I  examined  and  found  the  os  On  perforating  the  membranes  with 

uteri    considerably   dilated,    and   the  the    stiletted    catheter,    an    immense 

membranes  protruding.    The  present-  quantity  of  fluid  rushed  from  the  uterus, 

ing  part  of  the  foetus  could  not  be  felt,  and  continued  to  flow  till  the  floor  of 

Labour  pains  having  come  on,   and  the  apartment  was  deluged.    Although 

continuea  at  long  intervals  during  the  the  size  of  the  abdomen  was  reduced, 

nieht,  I  ruptured  the  membranes  the  the  difficulty  of  respiration  continued, 

following  day,  and  sixteen  pints    of  with  lividity  of  the   lips,  and  rapid 

liquor  amnii   escaped.     The  head  of  pulse.    Six  hours  after  the  discharge 

the  foetus  being  greatly  distended  with  of  the  liquor  amnii,  the  os  uteri  was 

fluid,  it  would  not  pass,  till  perforated,  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown,   but 

Profuse  hiemorrhage  followed  the  ex-  there  were  no  labour  pains.     The  dis- 

pulsion  of  the  child  and  placenta,  and  tressing  symptoms  continued  till  the 

she  died  three  days  after,  from  inflam-  afternoon  of  the  3d,  when  the  fcstus 

mation  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  and  placenta  were  expelled  without 

uterus.  hesmorrhage.    The  power  of  awallow- 

Case  CXLIV.— On  September  21,  ing  was  soon  after  lost,  and  she  died  in 

1 839,  at  9  P.M.  Mr.  Young,  of  Piccadilly,  a  rew  hours. 

requested  me  to  see  a  patient  in  the  Four  pounds  of  serum  were  found  in 

seventh    month   of   pregnancy    with  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum,  and  three 

dropsy  of  the  amnion.     The  abdomen  ounces  in  the  pericardium*    The  heart 

was  so  enormously  distended,  that  she  was  sound.     The  Inn^  were  gorged 

could  not  for  an  instant  assume  the  with  serum,  and  portions    were  un- 

horizontal  position.      Fluctuation  was  usually  dense,    ana    sank   in    water. 

distinctly   perceived   as   in    cases   of  The  liver  was  healthy.     The  kidneys 

ascites.    The  cervix  uteri  was  oblite-  were  harder  than  natural,  the  cortical 

rated,  and  the  movements  of  the  child  part  cutting  like  hard  pork.   The  corpus 

in  the  liquor  amnii  felt.    The  abdomen  tuteum  presented  the  usual  appearance, 

had  begun  suddenly  to  enlarge  three  both  layers  of  the   Graafian  vesicle 

weeks  before,  and  urgent  dyspnoea  soon  being  inclosed  witfadn  the  yellowmatter, 

followed.     From  the  lividity  of   the  and  mis  was  in  immediate  contact  with 

countenance,  the  distressing  sense  of  the  stroma  of  the  ovary  which  eon- 

sufibcation,  and  the  coldness  of  the  tained  it.    The  amnion  was  carefuUv 

extremities,  it  could  not  be  doubted  examined,    and    was    without  hlooa- 

that  she  would  speedily  sink,  if  not  vessels. 

relieved.      I  passed  up  the   stiletted  CaseCXLVI. — At  midnight,  Sept 

catheter  into  the  uterus  without  dif-  14,  1832,  Mr.  Harvey,  of  Great  Queen 

ficulty,  and  punctured  the  membranes  Street,  requested  me  to  see  a  patient 

at  three  points.    The  hquor  amnii  im-  with  him  m  labour,  who  had  the  most 

mediately  began  to  flow  profusely,  and,  distressing  dyspnoea.     She  was  held 
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up  at  an  open  window,  and  was  gasping  down  dead,  suddenly.  I  was  called  to 
for  breath.  The  face  was  livid,  the  her  half  an  hour  after,  when  the  action 
extremities  cold  and  oedematous.  The  of  the  heart  had  entirely  ceased.  For 
OS  uteri  was  fully  dilated,  and  the  head  several  months  previously  she  had  suf- 
had  partially  entered  the  brim  of  the  fered  much  from  violent  fits  of  dysp- 
peivis.  The  pains  had  ceased.  Mr.  nosa  and  palpitation  of  the  heart. 
Harvey  informed  me  that  she  had  some  Case  CXLIX. — On  December  11, 
valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  and  that  1838,  with  Mr.  Jorden  and  Mr.  Potter, 
dropsical  symptoms  appeared  soon  after  I  examined  the  body  of  a  woman  who 
she  became  pregnant.  When  labour  had  died  suddenly  the  previous  day, 
came  on,  there  was  much  difficulty  of  from  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  She 
breathing  experienced  when  she  at-  was  in  the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy, 
tempted  to  lie  down,  and  as  the  first  and  the  fatal  result  was  unexpected, 
stage  of  labour  proceeded,  the  dyspncra  Case  CL. — About  two  years  ago,  a 
increased,  and  oecame  so  severe  that  woman,  six  months  pregnant,  was  ad- 
she  seemed  in  danger  of  dying  from  im-  mitted  into  St.  George's  Hospital, 
mediate  asphyxia,  it  was  evident  that  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Chambers,  with 
she  could  not  have  long  survived  with-  expectoration  of  blood,  dyspncsa,  and 
oiit  being  delivered,  and  that  she  had  signs  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart. 
no  power  to  expel  the  child.  If  the  The  symptoms  became  gradually  more 
hesA  had  descended  lower  into  the  urgent,  and  she  died  soon  after  the  ex- 
pelvis,  it  would  have  then  been  impos-  pulsion  of  the  contents  of  the  uterus. 
idble  to  deliver  her  with  the  forceps,  The  tricuspid  valve  was  diseased,  and 
while  held  up  by  her  friends  before  an  the  lungs  apoplectic, 
oi)en  window.  I  opened  the  head,  and  Case  CLi. — A  young  married  lady, 
extracted  it  with  the  craniotomy  forceps,  in  the  fifth  month  of  her  first  pregnancy, 

The  alarming  difllculty  of  breathing  who  had  previously  been  in  good  health, 

gradually  subsided,  and  she  was  alive  be^an  to  suffer  from  violent  irregular 

a  year  after,  and  in  her  usual  state  of  action  of  the  heart,  aorta,  and  carotid 

health.  arteries.     Several  eminent  physicians 

Case  CXLVII. — On  December  6,  were  consulted,  who  were  led  to  believe^ 
I827y  I  was  called  to  a  young  woman,  from  the  violence  of  the  symptoms, 
near  the  full  period  of  pregnancy,  who  that  aneufism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta 
had  sufiTered  for  several  years  from  an  existed.  As  pregnancy  advanced,  the 
organic  disease  of  the  heaat.  The  fisice  patient  became  worse,  and  an  unsuc- 
was  livid,  the  extremities  cold,  the  pulse  cessful  attempt  was  made  by  an  ex- 
rapid  and  feeble,  and  the  dyspnoea  perienced  accoucheur  to  induce  prema- 
uigcnt.  For  three  months  stie  had  ture  labour.  All  who  saw  the  case  ad- 
sunered  severely  from  palpitation  of  the  mitted  that  this  was  necessary,  and  the 
heart,  and  frequent  attacks  of  violent  only  means  which  could  preserve  her 
dyspnoKi, threatening sufibcation.  The  life;  blood-letting,  digitalis,  and  all 
symptoms  were  relieved  by  V.S.  to  Jxii.  other  remedies,  having  failed  to  afford 
putting  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm  relief.  She  continued  to  sufier  so 
water,  and  giving  an  antispasmodic  much  during  the  last  three  months  of 
draught  pregnancy,  that  it  was  feared  some  un- 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  she  felt  fortunate  accident  would  occur  during 

much  better,  but  at  8  p.m.  the  difficulty  delivery.    Considerable  anasarca  of  the 

of  breathing  returned,  and  she  suddenly  face,  legs,  and  arms,  took  place  several 

fell  down  and  expired.  weeks  before  the  full  period,  with  par- 

The  pericardium  adhered  throughout  tial  relief  of  the  internal  affection.    The 

doaely  to  the  heart,  and  the  pleura  of  labour  took  place  in  July  18^  and 

the  lungs  to  that  of  the  ribs  extensively  was  perfectly  natural.    The  palpitation 

on  both  sides.    The  air  cells  on  both  of  the  heart  gradually  disappeared,  and 

rides  were  gorged  with  bloody  mucus,  she  suckled  ner  chila. 

and  portions  of  the  lungs  hepatized.  Case  CLI  I. — Mr.  Beaman,  of  Hen- 

The    uterus    and    its    contents    were  rietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  recj^uested 

healthy.  me,  several  years  ago,  to  see  a  patient,  in 

Case  CXLYIII. — ^Twelve  years  ago,  Lambeth,  who  was  in  the  fourth  month 

a  patient  of  the  Middlesex  Hospitel,  of  pregnancy,  and  had   suffered   for 

with  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  and  several  weeks  from  incessant  vomiting, 

who  was  seven  months  pregnant,  sunk  with  pain  of  epigastrium,  and  fever. 
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When  every  kind  of  treatment  had  seventh  month  of  a  dead  child,  with  a 

foiled,  I  punctured  the  membranes  of  diseased  placenta. 

the  ovum,  and  discharged  the  liquor  In  this  case  the  membranes  should 

amnii.      The  vomiting  ceased  imme-  have  been  perforated  long  before  the 

diately  after,  and  the  fever  subsided,  proposal  was  made. 

though  the  fostus  was  not  expelled  for  Case  CLVI.—A  lady,  aet.  29,  being 

several  weeks.  six  weeks  pregnant,  suffered  severely 

Case  CLIII.— In  October  1836,  Mr.  from  sea  sickness,  on  the  passage  from 
Webster,  of  Connaught  Terrace,  called  DubUn  to  Liverpool,  at  the  end  of  June 
me  to  see  a  patient  who  was  two  1839.  The  irritability  of  the  stomach 
months  prespiant,  and  who  had  been  gradually  became  more  distressing  after 
attacked  with  faintness,  violent  sick-  her  arrival  in  London,  at  the  beginnin£^ 
ness,  and  headache,  soon  after  concep-  of  July,  and  nothing  was  retained, 
tion,  and  which  had  been  jjradualiy  except  a  little  brandy  and  water,  for 
becoming  more  distressing.  There  was  nearly  twenty  days.  Prussic  acid,  ef- 
great  emaciation  and  fever.  The  fervcscing  draughts,  calomel  and  opium, 
tongue  was  red,  and  the  epigastrium  leeches,  laudanum,  and  blisters  to  the 
tense  and  painful  on  pressure.  The  pit  of  the  stomach  and  re^on  of  the 
symptoms  naving  assumed  a  very  uterus,  and  all  the  other  ordinary  renxe- 
alarming  character,  and  all  remedies  dies,  were  totally  useless.  The  emacia- 
being  useless,  we  resolved  to  puncture  tion  and  fever  bad  become  so  great  on 
the  ovum,  and  for  this  jpurpose  the  in-  July  22d,  that  it  was  evident  she 
strument  was  introduced  into  the  uterus,  would  soon  die  if  not  relieved.  Dr. 
but  no  liquor  amnii  followed.  The  Merriman  then  saw  her,  along  with 
vomitinp^,  nowever,  began,  immediately  Mr.  Jorden  and  myself,  and  advised 
to  subside,  and  she  went  to  the  full  the  mistura  cretce  to  be  given,  and 
period,  and  was  safely  delivered  of  a  creosote,  and  abortion  to  be  in- 
living  child.  duced  if  the  symptoms  were  not  relieved. 

Case  CLIV.— On  May  17,  1838,  I  To  prove  the  necessity  of  great  caution 

saw  a  lady,  with  Drs.  Ramsbotham  and  in  tnis  proceeding,  Dr.  M.  related  to  us 

Ashwell,  in  the  early  period  of  preg-  a  case  of  vomiting  during  pregnancy, 

nancy,  who  had  violent  vomiting,  great  which  had  occurred  some  years  before 

tenderness  of  the  epigastrium  and  right  to  a  celebrated  accoucheur,  which  had 

hypochondrium,  yellowness  of  the  eyes,  ended  fatally  after  the  performance  of 

thirst,  and  quick  pulse.    The  emacia-  this    operation,    and    for    which    he 

tion  was  so  great,  that,  had  it  proceeded  had  incurred  much   odium.      On  the 

much  further,   she  would  soon  have  24th,  the  symptoms  being  still  more 

liecome  completely  exhausted.      Had  alarming,  I  evacuated  the  nquor  amnii. 

the  symptoms  not  subsided  under  the  Calomel,  opium,  and  prussic  acid,  with 

use  of  calomel,  the  repeated  applica-  the  carbonate  of  soda,  and  a  blister  to 

tion  of  leeches  to  the  region  of  the  the  epigastrium,  were  ordered,  but  they 

liver,  and  very  low  diet,  it  would  have  did  no  good.    On  the  27th,  the  ovum 

been  necessaiy  to  induce  abortion.  was  expelled,  and  a  considerable  quan- 

Case  CLV.— A  voung  married  lady  tity  of  coagulated  blood,  and  she  soon 

was  attacked  with  constant  sickness  after  began  to  sink,  and  died  in  a  few 

and  vomiting  at  the  commencement  of  hours.      Drs.   Chambers    and   Bright 

the  third  month  of  her  first  pregnancy,  were  also  consulted  in  this  distressing 

It  continued,  in  spite  of  all  remedies,  case.    The  coats  of  the  stomach  ana 

for  ten  weeks,  when  she  was  reduced  bowels,  and  all  the  other  viscera,  were 

to  a  state  of  the  greatest  emaciation  and  in  a  healthy  state,  and  no  morbid  ap- 

debility.     When  apparently  dying,  I  pearances  could  be  detected   in   the 

recommended  the  induction  of  prema-  membranes  of  the  ovum, 

ture   labour,    but    her   husband    and  About  a  drachm  ofclear  fluid  escaped 

relatives  would  not  consent  to  the  opera-  from  the  corpu  luteum  when  it  was 

tion.    For  a  considerable  period  nothing  opened.    Both  layers  of  tfie  Graafian 

was  retained  upon  the  stomach  except  vesicle  were  within  the  yellow  matter, 

a  little  brandy  and  water,  and  no  hope  as  represented  in  plate  7,  vol.  xxii. 

was  entertained  of  her  recovery.    With-  Med,  Chi  r.  Transactions.    The  nerves 

out  any  evident  cause,  the  symptoms^  of  the  uterus,  probably  the  seat  of  the 

however,  gradually  subsided,  and  she  disease,  were  not  examined, 

was  safely  delivered  at  the  end  of  the  —^ 
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ON  DIABETES.  WoUaston,   Marcet,    Henry,   Bostock* 

Kane,  Berzelius,  Thenard,  Vauquelini 

Segalas,  Nicolas  and  Gueudeville,  &c. ; 

7b  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette,  from  which  it  is  evident  that  (in  many 

«  cases  at  least)  so  little,  if  any,  sugar  is 

^'*'  found  in  diabetic  blood  that  we  cannot,  as 

If  the  enclosed  outline  of  an  essay  on  a  rule,  suppose  the  far  more  considerable 

Diabetes   (which,   though    first   com-  quantity  met  with  in  the  urine  to  have 

menced  some  years  ago,  want  of  leisure,  been    exclusively    elaborated   in    the 

as  well  as  some  hesitation  as  to  the  stomach,  and  thence,  without  having 

propriety  of    my  attempting   a    sub-  been  duly  assimilated  by  conversion  into 

ject  80    recently  and    so    luminously  other  principles,  to  have  passed  into 

treated  by  Dr.  Front,  at  prj?sent  pre-  the  sanguiferous  system.     It  may  also 

vents  me  from  publishing  in  a  more  be  asked,  how  can  any  disorder  of  those 

extended  shape)  should  suit  your  pages,  organs  account  for  the  immoderately 

it  is  at  jour  disposal. — I  am,  sir,  increased  quantity  of  urine,  which  often 

Your  obedient  servant,  far  exceeds  the  ingesta,  both  liquid  and 

E.  Stanley,  M.D.  solid,  and  which  mav,  I  think,  with  so 

Milford,  Hants,  Aug.  IB,  1841.  much  more  plausibility  be  ascribed  to 

>            ,,     ,.              V           *u^i^«.,  a  supply  of  tne  elements  of  sugar  and 

Among  the  dweases  whose  iMitho^o^  water  from  elsewhere*,  arising'from  a 

18  aj<>?^edly  obscure   one  of  the  fore-  aiminution  either  of  the  insensible  pers- 

most  18  diabetes.    The  following  are  ^^^        ^    ^i^j^h  about  half  of  the 

the  opinions  respecting  its  nature  en-  ^^^  ^. J  ^^.^^^  introduced  into  the 

tertoined  by  ihose  who  have  particu-  ^^^^^^^  j^  ^^^^  [^  ^  ^1    discharged 

larljr  directed  theur  attention  to  its  m-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^,  ^^  ^^  ^he  Ix- 

^*?'*f?S.?'^"T           'J         J  «* ^«  halations  from  the  lungs;  or  else  from 

1.  « The  disease  IS  dependent  upon  i^^reased  absorption  from  the  atmos- 

tt  morbid  action  of  the  stomach,  or  some  ^ 


of  the  chylifacient  viscera,  which  ne-        .^  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^;^^  ^  "dyscracy"  or 


lacieais  Liyinpii^iuc-i.  ^"''V>i *«,XfTni  and  exclusively. 
quently«»teimthelactcal[lympha^^^^        3   ^.^j^    ^J         ^^  ^^^  retrograde 

vessels;"  or, 4,  " «P<> Y.!i^!S  fn^?^^^^  action  of  the  fymphatics.  Mr.  Cmick- 

tion  of  the  kidneys,  and  seated  m  these  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Lacteals  and  Lymphatics, 

^^TS^s*-  *!.       1  •«  ^^^„  p.  69)  asks  the  pertinent  question,  why 

^he  foUowing   are   tiie   objech^ns  J'^ch  an  action  should  be  only  partial, 

which  have  been  offered  against  these  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^   ^^^^    should   not   be 

several  views :—  fraught  with  a  similar  fluid ;  and  Dr. 

1.  As  to  the  opnion  that  the  chyto-  ^oif^ston  thinks  it  so  strongly  opposed 

poelac  organs  are  Pf^^^y  »»^^[«?j; .M;  by  the  known  structurejof  that  system 

bood  says,  "the  blood  not  conteining  ^\^^^^  ^^at  he  believes  few  peraons 


con- 


wow  mouTOinib  oujccuuu « »i,paxc«v.;r  ^^^^'^  (Traus. Mcd. Chir. Soc.  vo 

mvdidatedbymorerecentexpenments,  ^^4.  Dr.^Latham  (Facts  and  Opin - 

which  have  safaafactonly  proved  that  ^^^^      pj^^^  ign)  ^ho  considers  the 

*•  sugar  18  not  found  in  the  blood  m  a  ^^^^^^  appetite  to  be  "  a  natural  sen- 

state  of  health,  but  it  has  been  many  ^ 

times  distinctly  recognized  in  the  blood  ^  ^^  wQregot  (vide  Med.  Ga«.  for  May 
of  diabetic  patients,  where  it  probabiy  ^^37)  fed  two  diabetic  paUenU  with  roast  beef 
ftlwAvn  pv{Rtji  in  a  creater  or  less  de-  and  water  exclusively  for  three  successive  days, 
always  exiStt  m  »  Bj^^^^^^  llriTinrtr  w»»eo  ^^  ^0">»d  that  fermentation  was  prodaced 
pec"  (Prout  on  Stomach  ana  unnary  j^^  ^^^  contenu  of  the  stomach,  and  thence  con- 
Diseases,  1840.  Introd.,  p.  xciii. ;  not  to  dudes  that  sug^ar  had  sUU  been  formed  in  it.    Is 

/<«»♦«  nfliAf  jkiii^hnriHea^    fitill  wc  oui?ht  »*  "<>*  !*«■  probable  that  the  sujfar  was,  in  these 

quote  other  «utnorities;,  snu  we  ougm  ^        obtained  from  ingesta  of  that  description, 

not  to  lose  sight  of  the  experiments  Ot  ^han  from  the  gastric  fluids,  secreted  fttmi  blood 

: — already  overcharged  with  thesaccharine  element* 

♦  Vide  Mason  Good's  Study  of  Med.,  vol.v.  ad  ed.  introduced  by  some  other  means  ? 
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sation  calling  into  its  full  exercise  that  tending^ still  further  to  depress  the  vital 

organ  throu^  which  the  constant  waste  powers,  till   fatal   exhaustion  ensueSy 

of  the  body  must  be  directly  supplied,  with  or  without  alteration  of  structure, 

and  without  which  the  patient  must  Again,  it  seems  obvious  that  in  a  few 

soon  inevitably  perish,"  thinks  that  cases,  when  diabetes  appears  after  falls, 

the  elements  of  sugar  may  exist  in  the  strains,  &c.,  there  is  primary  dtsease  of 

blood,  although  not  discoverable  in  sub^  the   kidneys,   whether   functional   or 

stance,  being  "so  weakly  and  loosely  orffanic. 

oxygenated   as   to   be   again  readily  Having   for   some   time  past  {>aid 

evolved  by  the  secretoiv  action  of  the  consider&Ie  attention  to  the  subject 

kidneys,  not  frgm  any  fault  in  the  kid-  of  diabetes,  I  feel  inclined  to  prefer 

neys  themselves,  but  from  the  re^lar  the  following  explanation  of  its  phe- 

and  natural  exercise  of  their  functions,  nomena : — 

in  separating  from  the  imperfect  blood  5.  "  The  disease,  except  when  caused 

such  matters  as  are  not  properly  com-  by  some  local  injury,  is  dependent  upon 

bined  with  it."  (p.  97.)    Dr.  Copland  an  accumulation  of  carboQ  and  oxygen, 

(Dictionary    of    Pract.    Med.)    says,  and  a  deficiency  of  nitrogen  in  the 

•*  Diabetes   may  be  frequently  consi-  system,  whether  owing  to  the  quality 

dered  a  remote  effect  in  the  chain  of  of  the  ingesta  or  atmosphere,  or  to  a 

morbid  causation;  functional,  or  even  morbid  condition  of  one  or  seveial  of 

structural,  changes  of  the  assimilating  the  organs  destined  to  eliminate  carbon, 

viscera,  particularly  the  lungs  and  di-  alone  or  in  combination  with  oxygen^ 

gestive    organs,    existing    for    many  t.  e.  the  lungs,  the  liver,  and,  in  a  ma» 

months,  or  even  years,  before  the  in-  jority  of  cases,  the  skin;  those  princi- 

crease  or  saccharine  state  of  the  urine  pies  being  directed  to  the  kiaiieyfi*« 

has  attracted  attention."  At  all  events,  which  in  consequence  set  up  an  in- 

the  morbid  condition  of  the  kidneys  creased  and  vicarious  action;  a  consi- 

assumed  by  some,  "  cannot  be  inflam-  derable  deviation  of  the  nervoos  fwno- 

matory,  because  when  there  are  une-  tion  from  the  normal  state  being,  in 

quivocal  marks  of  inflammation,  which  some  cases  the  cause,   in  others  the 

is  seldom  the  case,  they  have  been  necessary  effect,  of  those  morlnd  phe- 

accompanied  by  a  diminished,  or  an  nomena." 

entirely  suppressed,  instead  of  a  more  I  shall  now  briefly  state  the  facta 

profuse,  secretion  of  urine."  He  further  and  authorities  which  have  led  me  to 

pertinently  asks,  "  if  the  kidneys  were  adopt  this  view. 

Srimarily  affected,  how  can  the  early  "  The   relation,"    says   Dr.    Prout, 

isorder  of  other  viscera  be  accounted  "  which  exists  between  urea  and  sugar 

forP"    How  is  it,  too,  that  exclusive  of  seems  to  explain  in  a  satisfiacUuy  maiK 

those  cases  where  the  disease  can  be  ner  the  phenomena  of  diabetes,  which 

traced  to  "  concussions  or  injuries  of  may  be  considered  as  a  depraved  secre- 

the  back,  hard  riding,  &c.,"  or  to  ex-  tion  of  sugar.    The  weight  of  the  atom 

cessive  indulgence  in  various  beverages,  of  sugar  is  just  half  that  of  tlie  weight 

there  are  so  many,  in  which  the  mor-  of  the  atom  of   urea ;    the  absolnte 

biflc  cause  manifestly  did  not  primarily  quantity  of  hydrogen  in  a  given  weight 

act  on  the  kidneys?    Dissection  has  of  both  is  equal;  while  the  absolute 

also  shown  that  the  kidneys  may  to  quantities  of  carbon  and  oxygen  in  a 

aUanpearance  be  in  a  healthy  state  j^as  given  wdght  of  sugar  are  precisely 

in   Dr.  M'Intosh's    two   cases;    vide  twice  those  of  urea."    The  constituents 

Princ.  of  Path,  and  Pract.  of  Ph.  ii.,  of  these  two  bodies  are  thus  stated  by 

278.)      Dr.  Copland   says,    "all   the  that  distinguished  physiologist: — 
urinary  organs  have  frequently  been 

found  natural."  (From  this  analysis  those  of  other 

I  have,  however,  no  doubt  that  the  chemists  do  not  materially  differ.) 

kidneys,  from  acting  vicariously  at  first.  This  surplus  of  carbon  and  oxygen, 

may,  after  their  function  has  been  thus  and  deficiency   of  nitrogen,  may  be 

for  a  shorter  or  longer  period  excited  thus  accounted  for:   I.  Carbon  may 

to  extraordinary  efforts,  become  also  accumulate  in  the  blood  (as  is  shown 

morbidly  affected,  and  continue  their  to  be  the  case  by  its  condition  and 

exertions,  originally,  like  the  dischaiges 

in  cholera,  intended  by  the  organic  •  Dr.  Prout  Ooc.  dt.  Introducuon,  p.  jdv.) 

.r*Anf  ♦«  .ii:»^^  V..4.  ..ivJI.  -  ...uii-r^  1  saya,  I  have  myaelf  very  frequently  met  with  thU 

agent  to  relieve,  but  after  a  while  only  [carbonic]  add  in  the  wine. 
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£Ienient8. 

UREA. 

SUGAR. 

No. 

2 

1 
1 
1 

5 

Per  atom. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  atom. 

Percent. 

Hydrogen 
Carbon 
Oxygen 
Azote 

2-5 

7-5 

100 

17-2 

6-66 
19*99 
26-66 
46-69 

1 

1 
1 

3 

1-25 

7-50 

10*00 

6-66 
39.98 
53.35 

37-5 

10000 

18-75 

• 

colour  when  abstracted),  1.  from  in- 
sufficient elimination  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  by  the  lun^.  Whilst  in  vain 
fooking  for  organic  changes,  sufficient 
to  account  for  such  serious  functional 
derangements,  in  the  kidneys  and 
stomach,  which  often  present  morbid 
appearances  merely  in  consequence,  it 
would  seem,  of  undue  exertion,  we 
have  overlooked  those  which  so  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  skin  and  lungs. 
Dr.  Copland  (loc.  cit.)  says,  *'I  have 
scarcely  met  with  a  case  entirely  un- 
coinplicatcd  with  pulmonary  disease." 
Dr.  femteley  (Med.  Reports  and  Exper.) 
expresses  himself  to  the  same  effect 
In  one  of  Dr.  Warren's  cases  (Trans. 
CoU.  Phys.  1813,  vol.  iv.)  "  the  lungs 
were  diseased,  the  cells  containing 
matter."  In  Dr.  Marcef  s  case  (Lond. 
Med.  and  Ph.  Joum.,  vol.  ii.)  "  a  large 
ulcer  was  discovered  in  either  lung, 
containing  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pus."  In  the  two  cases  recorded  by 
Dr.  J.  M'Intosh  Hoc.  cit)  «« the  lungs 
were  tuberculated."  In  a  case  of  Dr. 
ElHotson's  (vide  Lancet,  Feb.  18, 1837) 
there  was  ''partial  ulceration  of  the 
lungs."  The  imperfect  performance  of 
this  function,  then,  would  fi:ive  rise  to 
a  large  accumulation  of  carbon  as  well 
as  oxygen  in  the  system ;  for  though  I 
should  think,  with  Prout  and  Turner, 
that  Messrs.  Allen  and  Pepys  have 
overrated  the  quantitv  of  carbon  got 
rid  of  by  that  channel  (Jxj.  in  twenty- 
four  hours),  still  it  is  no  doubt  consi- 
derable. Dr.  Prout  says,  "  Fyfe  foimd 
that  after  swallowing  intoxicating  li- 
Quors,  the  quantity  of  carbonic  gas 
nirm^  in  respiration  is  diminished. 
The  same  thin^  happens  under  a  course 
of  mercury,  nitric  acid,  or  vegetable 
diet."  (To  this  list,  anxiety  of  mind 
and  other  depressing  passions,  and, 
according  to  Irout,  strong  tea,  might 
be  added.)  Hence  additional  causes 
of  oarbonic  acid  being  retained  in  the 
system. 


2.  From  disease  of  the  liver,  and  con- 
sequent disturbance  of  its  function 
of  decarbonizing  the  blood  transmitted 
to  it.  Mason  Good  says,  **  Dr.  Mead 
having  remarked  that  the  disease  is 
frequently  to  be  traced  amongst  those 
who  have  lived  intemperately,  and  par- 
ticularly who  have  indulged  in  an 
excess  of  sjpirits  and  other  fermented 
liquors,  ascribed  it  to  the  liver,  and  the 
idea  was  very  generally  received  in  Ida 
day."  Dr.  Copland  also  states  the 
tiver  to  be  more  frequently  diseased 
than  the  digestive  organs.  Dr.  ProuC 
(loc.  cit,  p.  49)  says,  "A  frequent 
complication  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
diabetes  is  hepatic  disorder  or  disease." 
Again  (p.  64),  "  I  have  seen  chronic 
inflammation,  with  congestive  enlarge- 
ment and  jaundice,  and  too  frequently 
or^nic  disease  of  the  liver,  accompany 
this  disease." 

3.  From  disordered  function  of  the 
skin  ;  upon  which,  in  fact,  we  find, 
in  a  majority  of  cases,  the  morbific 
cause  (cold,  perhaps  certain  electrical 
or  other  conoitions  of  the  atmosphere, 
&c.)  has  acted  in  the  first  place.  Ac- 
cording to  Turner,  the  cutaneous  se- 
cretion consists  chiefly  of  water;  but 
it  contains  some  muriate  of  sodia  and 
free  acetic  (Prout,  lactic)  acid.  Ure 
says,  '*  Besides  water  and  carbon,  or 
carbonic  acid  gas,  the  skin  emits  an 
odorous  (probably  oily)  substance.  Its 
secretion  in  general  reddens  litmus 
paper." 

According  to  Thenard,  it  contains  a 
great  deal  of  water,  free  acetic  acid, 
muriate  of  soda,  some  phosphate  of 
lime  and  oxyde  of  iron,  and  an  inap- 
preciable quantity  of  animal  matter, 
approaching  mucn  nearer  to  gelatine 
than  any  other  substance.  Dr.  Prout 
(Bridgew.  Treat,  p.  524)  is  of  opinion 
that  "a  large  portion  of  the  carbonic 
acid  of  venous  blood  is  probably  formed 
in  the  skin  and  analogous  textures. 
The  skin  of  many  animals  gives  off 
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carbonic   acid    and  absorbs   oxygen;  the  nature  of  the  climate  or  localitj 

therefore  its  office  is  similar  to  that  (want  of  sunshine,  &c.)y  is  the  chief 

of  the  lungs :  a  function  of  the  skin  cause  of  scrofula,  particularly  in  indi- 

perfectly  intelligible,  on  the  supposition  Tiduals  bom  in  tropical  countries,  whose 

that  near  the  surface  of  the  oody  the  skin  is  originally  in  a  state  of  almost 

albuminous  portion   of  the  blood  is  constant  activity  and  excitement,  and 

always  converted  into  gelatine  [which  who,  on  arriving  in  this  country,  be- 

contains  3-4  per  cent,  less  of  carbon  come  so  liable  to  that  disease.    The 

than  albumen ;  ibid.  p.  529]  and  that  resemblance  of  scrofulous  matter  to 

such  conversion   is   one  great  source  curds  would  seem  to  countenance  this 

of  carbonic  acid  in  venous  blood."  .  .  .  opinion.    Such  an  accumulation  may, 

"  The  skin  consists  of  little  else  besides  in  the  lungs,  occasion  the  secretion  of 

gelatine."   .  .  .   **  Gelatine  is  readily  tuberculous  matter.     (The  scrofuloos 

convertible  into  a  sort  of  su  w,  by  a  diathesis  is  said  by  Dr.  Copland  to 

similar  process  as  starch"  (ibid.  p.  473.)  predispose  to  diabetes.) 

A  morbid  state  of  the  skin  has  gene-  Cases  occur,  in  which  perspiratioD, 
rally  been  noticed  in  diabetic  patients,  far  from  being  suppressed,  is  often 
Kot  to  mention  eruptions,  and  still  profuse.  In  these,  on  closer  investi- 
slighter  abnormal  appearances,  other  gation,  some  other  decarbonizing  organ 
more  important  changes  are  frequently  would  probably  be  found  to  be  diseased, 
observed.  Dr.  Prout  (loc.  cit.,  p.  35)  and  the  skin  to  act  vicariously, 
says,  '^I  should  say  that  diabetes  II.  Carbon  and  oxygen  may  also 
usually  foUows  cutaneous  affections;  accumulate,  and  nitrogen  become  de- 
and  accompanies  (perhaps  precedes)  the  ficient  in  the  blood,  in  consequence  of 
affections  of  the  cellular  tissue."  And  a  diet  chiefly  or  exclusively  vegetable, 
again  (p.  36),  "Diabetes  very  frequently  Starch,  which  is  the  prevailing  prin- 
(as  far  as  my  personal  observation  goes,  ciple  in  the  diet  of  the  poor,  Dr.  Prout 
always)  accompanies  carbuncles  and  (on  Alim.  Subst.  vide  Phil.  Trans.  1827. 
malignant  boils  or  abscesses  Allied  to  P.  ii.)  looks  upon  as  **  sugar  partly 
carbuncles.  This  is  a  fact  mentioned  organized.  Its  composition  varies  ac- 
hy several  of  the  older  writers,"  &c.  &c.  cording  to  moisture  and  temperature." 

Dr.  Latham,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Mason  According  to  Ure's  analysis,  w^heat- 

Good,  says,  "  I  have  a  patient  at  this  starch,  as  found  in  commerce,  consists 

moment,  whose  diabetes  was  first  ob-  of  C.  38*55,  O.  55*32,  H.  6*13,  in  100 

served  after  a  long  confinement  from  parts;   Sugar:  C.  43*38,  O.  50*33^  H. 

carbuncle."     (Study  of  Med.,  v.,  491.)  6*29.    Beraelius:    Starch,  C.  43-5,  O. 

He  also  mentions  a  case  where  the  bite  49*5,  H.  7*0;   Suear  (mean  of  three 

of  a  rat  was  followed  bv  boils  and  analyses),   C.  43*265,    0.  49*856,   H. 

abscesses,  and  general  ill  health ;  then  6*879.      Gay   Lussac    and  Thenard : 

by  diabetes.  (Facts  and  Opin.,  p.  134.)  Starch,  C.  43*55,  0.  49*68,  H.  6*77; 

Such  morbid  state  of  the  skin,  or  Sugar,  C.  42*47,   O.  50*63,   H.   6-90. 

eold,  moisture,  or  other  morbific  cause  Saussure :  Starch,  C.  36*29,  O.  56*87, 

acting  on  it*,  necessarily  impeding  its  H.  6*84;    Sugar  of  grapes,  C.  36*71, 

function  in  general,  and  the  conversion  0. 56*51 ,  H.  6*78.  (*'  100  parts  of  starch 

of  the  albuminous  portion  of  the  blood  yield  1 10  of  sugar."  S.  concluded  that 

into  gelatine  in  particular,  an  accuniu-  this  sugar  is  merely  a  compound  of 

lation  of  carbonic  acid  may  justlv  be  water  and  starch.)    Hence  it  is  evident 

supposed  to  arise  in  the  system,  which  that  the  difference  in  the  composition 

escapes  by  the  kidneys,  where,  by  a  of  these  two  bodies  is  very  trivial,  and 

|MX>cess  as  yet  hidden  from  us,  it  is  the  conversion  of   the  one  into  the 

converted  into  sugar.  other  may  be   merely  the   result   of 

It  is  highly  probable,  as  I  believe  isomerism. 

Dr.  Prout  nas  first  suggested,  that  the  Turner  (£1.  of  Chem.,  5th  £d.,  p. 

accumulation  or  retention  of  albumen  853)  says,  "  Saccharine  matter  is  de- 

in  the  blood,  resulting  either  from  a  veloped  when  gelatinous  starch  is  kept 

particular  kind  of  diet,  or  from  im-  in  a  moist  state  for  a  long  time,  either 

paired  function  of  the  skin,  owing  to  with  or  without  the  access  of  air.     If 

^  -  starch  is  boiled  for  a  considerable  time 

•  Is  the  exemption  of  animate  ftt>m  diabetes  \^  water  acidulated  with  one-twelfth  of 

owing  to  (heir  skin  bein|(  protected  by  the  hair  its   weight    of  sulphuric    acid*  :    it  is 

from  iniurious  atmospheric,  and  especially  elec- : 

tnc,  influences?  •  It  has  been  stated,  I  foryet  by  whom,  ibMi 
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wholly  converted  into  saccharine  matter  four  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus,  and  ten 
•imilar  to  that  of  grapes :  this  change  of  diabetes  mellituSj  occurring  at  Man- 
takes  place  more  rapidly  if  the  tem-  Chester  between  the  19th  of  January, 
perature  is  a  few  degrees  above  212."  1833,  and  the  10th  of  March,  1834— a 
in  how  far  the  very  common  and  (sup-  number  of  cases,  of  a  rare  disease,  so 
posed)  venial  adulteration  of  bread  with  considerable,  that  there  must  exist  a 
the  super-sulphate  of  alumina  may,  in  peculiar  combination  of  locals  atmos- 
a  similar  manner,  contribute  to  the  pheric,  or  other  causes,  to  account  for 
formation  of  sugar  in  the  digestive  or  its  frequency.  That,  among  others, 
other  organs,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  the  constant  inhalation  of  carbonic 
determine.  Certain  it  is  that  one  of  acid  gas,  with  which  an  atmosphere 
Dr.  Prout's  cases  (see  a  former  edition)  that  supports  the  fires,  as  well  as  the 
is  that  of  a  baker ;  that  Dr.  Elliotson  respiration,  of  a  crowded  population, 
has  also  met  with  several  other  cases  and  that  of  their  domestic  animals, 
among  bakers ;  and  that  in  populous  must  become  loaded,  (its  ready  disper- 
town  cheap  bread  is  generally  thus  sion  being  impeded  by  its  high  specific 
adulterated,  and  eaten  by  many  of  the  gravity) — not  to  mention  the  electrical 
poorer  inhabitants,  among  whom  the  changes  such  an  atmosphere  probably 
disease  is  most  frequently  met  with.  undergoes — may  not  contribute  towards 
Among  the  excitmg  causes  of  diabetes  producing  the  disease,  few,  I  think, 
have  also  been  classed  *^  acidulous  or  will  deny, 
fermented,  particularly    malt   liquors, 

cider,  &c."  (Copland)  "  the  use  of  acids        Effects  of  remedies, — The  foregoing 

and    acidulous    fluids,"    (Autenrieth^.  opinions  would  seem  to  derive  support 

Now  acetic  acid  contains  C.  50*224,  0.  from  the  beneficial  effects  of  bleeding, 

44*147,  H.  5*629 ;  or,  in  other  terms,  (combined  with  animal,  and  abstinence 

C.  50-224,  H.  (or  its  elementary  consti-  from  vegetable  food),  by  which  the 

tuents)  46*911,  with  0.  2*863  in  excess,  carbonized  blood  is  withdrawn,  and"  a 

(G.  Lussac) ;  C.  46*85, 0. 46*82,  H.  6.33,  differently  constituted  azotized  supply 

(Berz.)  ;    C.  47*05,    H.  52*95,   (Prout  of  it  introduced  instead ;    of  opium, 

on  Alimentary  Substances)  j   elements  sulphur,  hot  and  vapour  baths,  emetics, 

which,  with    v^ry  little  variation  in  friction,  warm  clothing,  exercise,  and 

their  proportions,  also  enter  into  the  removal  to  a  warm  climate,  from  their 

composition  of  sugar.  tendency  to  restore  the  healthy  function 

III.  Carbon  may  accumulate  in  the  of  the  skin ;    of  lime  water,  from  its 

system  in  conseauence  of  its  constant  aflSnity  for  carbonic  acid  gas ;  of  tonics, 

absorption  from  tne  atmosphere,  which,  (iron,  &c.)  from  their  salutary  action 

In  our  populous  manufacturing  districts,  on  the  nervous  system,  &c.  &c. 
18  so  abundantly  charged  with  carbo-        I  now  proceed  to  give  a  short  abstract 

naceous  matter,  especially  when  com-  of  the  opinions  and  cases  of  various 

bined  with  moisture,  so  as  to  check  the  writers  on  this  subject, 
insensible  perspiration,  which,  as  a  dry,        CuUen,  (vide  MS.  Lectures,  edited  by 

warm  atmosphere  seems  greedy  of  ab-  Dr.  Thomson,  1827),  who  thought  that 

sorbing  and  abstracting  from  the  body,  "  no  topical  affection  of  the  kidneys  had 

so  an  opposite  state  of  the  air  is  apt  to  a  share  in  producing  this  disease,  and 

suppress  and  **  drive  in ;"    both  ele-  that  a  fault  in  the  assimilation  of  the 

ments  (C.  and  H.)  thus  accumulating  fluids  is  rather  to  be  blamed,"  observed 

in  the  system,  and  assisting  in  the  for-  "  unusual  dryness  of  the  skin  in  every 

mation  of  sugar,  as  well  as  in  increasing  case  j  in  one  case  it  was  not  only  dry 

the  quantity  of  urine.      Dr.  Carbutt  and  cold,  but  manifestly  shrunk  and 

(Clinical  Lectures,  1834),  has  recorded  shrivelled.    By  warm  bathing  it  was 

restored  to  its  usual  moisture  and  soft- 

on  flome  litmiu  paper  having,  by  way  of  experU  ness,  and  by  friction  its  heat  returned ; 
ment,  been  exposed  in  the  streets  of  London,  and  as  this  took  place  the  urine  waa 
acid  reaction  became  manifeat.  caused,  it  was  HimiTiialiAfl  in  nrnn^^1r^n      An/^fhoma 
aapposed,  by  sulphuric  acid  having  been  formed  aiminisnett  m  proportion.    Another  pa- 
in the  atmosphere  chawed  with  smoke  contain-  tient  1  made  go  to  a  warmer  climate.  He 


the  sulphuric  acid  thus  absorbed  from  tne  at-  witn  mauetes.  1  advisea  mm  to  return  t 

mosphcre  of jDoputous  town*.  ,^°£;^°?li5Vi«I!  he  followed  my  advice,  was  cured  of  the 

conjunct  mil  with  other  causes,  to  the  formauon  j.  ,  •;  V.        j,  r    .y 

of  augur  in  the  system.  disease,  and  has  continued   perfectly 
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well  ever  since ;  making  his  return  to    iii.)  there  was  for  some  weeks  before 
a  colder  country  gradually."  unusual  scurfiness  of  the  head :  the 
Dr.  Rollo,  (On  Diabetes  Mellitus,  whole  surface  of  the  body  felt  dry, 
1797),  though  he  believed  the  stomach  particularly  the  palms  of  the  hands ; 
to  be  the  seat  of  the  disease,  reports  a  never  perspired,  tnough  skin  hot.    No 
case  (No.  2,)  in  which  "the  skm  was  eruption  except  on  hairy  scalp.    Urea 
dry    and  slightly   hot :    there  was  a  rather  more  than  four  times  the  weight 
tickling  cough,  and  pain  in  the  chest,  of  the  saline  substances  ;  daily  about 
always  relieved  by  emetics.     Skin  im-  seven  ounces  and  a  half  of  urea ;  no 
proving ;  urine  and  general  health  like-  sugar.  Emploved  those  remedies  which 
wise."    He  quotes  a  case  from  Richter,  were  supposed  to  strengthen  the  diges- 
in  which  the  disease  was  removed  by  tive  organs,  and  to  reproduce  a  healthy 
an  emetic.    In  another  case,  antimo-  state  of  the  skin  (preparations  of  iron 
nials  and  warm  baths  proved  palliatives,  and  warm  baths) :  cured.  Has  remained 
On  some  scorbutic  symptoms  appearing,  well  for  above  twelve  months.    "Itia 
the  patient  got  wort  for  drink,  and  the  difficult  to  decide  whether  this  disease 
diabetes  disappeared.    In  a  third  c  se,  is  the  commencement  of  diabetes  mel- 
ipecacuanha  easily  produced  vomiting ;  litus,  or  only  tends  to' terminate  in  it." 
and  as  often  as  this  occurred,  the  dis-        Ffom  Dr.  P.  Warren's  cases  (vide 
ease  disappeared  for  t wen tv-four  hours,  loc.  cit.)  it  appears  that  when  a  de« 
Also,  a  case  of  Dr.  Gerara's,  in  which  cided  effect  was  produced  by  the  opium 
habitnal  perspiration  had  ceased,  and  on  the  skin,  the  urine  was  no  longer 
cuticle  had  become  d^,  harsh,  rough,  sweet,    or   considerably  improved  in 
and  "  dead"  —  then  diabetes.     An^  quality.     On  remission  of  opium  and 
warm  baths  at  ICJO^  (for  ten  minutes  animal  diet,  urine  sweet  again, 
each  time)  dead  cuticle  peeled  off,  and       Dr.  Marsh  (Dublin  Hospital  Reports, 
health  improved.  1822,  vol.  iii.  p.  490),  gives  the  follow- 
In  a  case  of  Dr.  Watt's  (Cases  of  ing  reasons  for  believing  the  disease  to 
Diabetes,  p.  222)  the  patient  was  "  hide-  be  seated  in  the  skin : — *'  1st.  In  many 
bound."     Soles  of  feet  and  palms  of  of  the  cases  whose  histories  are  re- 
hands  cold,  and  always  dry.    Disease  corded  the  earliest  disturbance  in  the 
came  on  after  eating  brambles,  when  general  health  could  distinctly  be  traced 
in  a  violent  sweat ;  had  been  in  the  to  some  cause  acting  on  the  skin,  and 
habit  of  sweating  profusely  before  dis-  producing  derangement  of  its  functions, 
ease  appeared.    Nitric  acid,  with  little  2d.  Every  case  of  the  diabetes  mellitus 
benefit ;  lime  water,  one  quurt  per  diem,  is  accompanied  with  a  peculiarly  mor- 
with  some  benefit.    Bled :  skm  began  bid  conmtion  of  the  skin.    In  truth, 
to  soften.    Pulv.  Ipec.  c.  gr.  v.,  every  I  know  not  any  disease  in  which  this 
five  hours.    "  The  state  of  the  skin  symptom  is  so  uniform  and  so  remarka- 
deserves  particular  attention.    It  is  in  ble.     Sd.  None  of  the  remedies  em- 
this  onarter  that  the  first  imnression  of  ployed  produced  the  slightest  beneficial 
the  oisease  is  generally  maae,  and  we  effect  until  the  skin  began  to  relax,  and 
have  no  securi^  of  the  s^rstem  being  a  sweat  to  appear  on  uie  sur&ce"    In 
fiilly  restored  till   the  skin  becomes  the  case  of  —  Riddall,  a  shoemaker,  mU 
natural  in  its  appearance  and  resumes  20,  diabetes  came  on  after  a  voyage 
its  function."  during  a  violent  storm.    Had  been  four 
Dr.  James  Clarke,  of  Nottingham,  days  at  sea,  up  to  his  knees  in  water, 
(vide  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  and  chilled  with  cold :  unusual  dryness 
1810),  attributes  the  disease  to  deranged  of  skin,  and  total  absence  of  perspinir 
function  of  the  skin.  tion :  foiur  vapour  baths,  without  benefit ; 
A  patient  of  Dr.  Latham's  (loc.  cit  fifth,  for  twenty  minutes ;  syncope,  tiien 
p.  130),  was    cured  by  (easy)  work  feverish,  &c.;  soon  covered  with  sweat; 
among    his    fellow-labourers    of  the  laborious  exercise  while  wearing  thick 
neigh  Dourhood  after  the  usual  remedies  flannel ;  perspired  freely ;  no  memcines; 
had  failed.    Perspired  copiously  in  con-  better.    '*  There  are  not  any  functions 
sequence,    without    being   weakened,  in  the  body  more  connected  and  inter- 
"  Lived  on  a  large  onion  and  fat  bacon,  woven,,  the  one  with  the  other,  than 
and  no  great  portion  of  bread."  those  of  the  skin  and  kidneys.    By 
In  a  case  oi  diabetes  iiuiyuku,  occur-  both  these  organs   substances  either 
ring  in  a  female,  est.  50,  related  by  Dr.  deleterious  or  useless  are  carried  off  from 
Bostock,  (vide  Med.  Chir.  Trans,  vol.  the  animal  economy.    When  frwn  any 
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cause  the  secretion  of  one  is  increased,  c.  gr.  x.  h.  s.  Warm  bath  every  even- 
that  of  the  other  is  proportionately  ing ;  no  perspiration ;  then  vapour 
diminished.  They  seem  each  capable  bath  at  45°  R.  (133*^  F.)  Perspired 
of  performing  an  action  vicarious  to  the  most  profusely ;  urine  diminished,  Dia- 
other ;  whence  it  would  appear  highly  betes  hardly  known  in  Russia.  At- 
probable  that  very  similar  substances  tributes  it  to  frequent  use  of  vapour 
are  expelled  from  the  system  by  both  bath.  Can  find  no  instance  of  this 
these  outlets.  Diaphoretic  medicines,  disease  recorded  in  the  list  of  maladies 
either  vegetable  or  mineral,  may  b^  a  entered  in  the  books  of  the  civil  or 
slight  alteration  in  the  mode  of  exhibi-  military  hospitals  for  the  last  twenty 
lion  be  rendered  diuretic.  The  remark  years.  Sir  J.  Wylie  had  never  seen  a 
has  been  made  that  diabetes  is  most  case  among  two  millions  of  soldiers 
prevalent  in  England,  {**  Diabetes  whom  he  had  inspected  during  his  long 
Anglicus,"  Sauvages), — not  owing  to  and  useful  career."  (Dr.  Trotter,  in  a 
peculiarity  in  diet,  but  atmospheric  vi-  letter  to  Dr.  Rollo,  inserted  by  the  latter, 

cissitudes." "  There  is  scarcely  any  loc.  cit.  sa^s,  "  I  have  never  known 

pulmonary  exhalation.'' "  In  a  late  a  case  of  diabetes  among  seamen,  nor 

case    there  was*  pulmonary    disease:  have  any  of  my  naval  acquaintances." 

skin  scaly  and  dry.     Vapour  baths.  This  exemption  would  seem  connected 

But  the  cure  of  a  disease  so  obstinate  with  their  comparative  immunity  from 

and  fatal  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  to  calculous  disorders.    Dr.  Paris  (Phar- 

any  one  single  remedv ;  therefore  bleed-  macol.,  vol.  i.  p.  226,  sixth  edit)  asks, 

ing,  followed  b^  baths ;  leeches  to  epi-  '*  Can  the  quantitr  of  muriate  of  soda 

gastrium  occasionally ;  daily  opening  taken  with  their  mod,  from  its  stimu- 

medicine ;  carbonated  lime  water ;  beef  latin^  influence  upon  the  cutaneous 

or  veal  tea,  in  moderation ;  vapour  or  functions,  be  considered  as  affording  a 

tepid  bath    perseveringly  every  day,  plausible   explanation  of  this  fiictP" 

or  twice  a  day.    (Frequent  immersion  Others  attribute  it  to  their  generally 

of  the  feet  in  warm  water  will  some-  perspiring  profusely  at  night), 

times  succeed  after  the  failure  of  more  Dr.  Thomas  Watson,  (Med.  Gaz.  for 

powerful  remedies).    Pulv.  Ip.  comp.  Dec.20,1834),  in  reporting  the  case  of  a 

gr.  viij. — X., every  third  hour ;  residence  man,  set  40,  says :  "  Skin  ary  and  harslk 

in  a  warm  climate.    When  there  is  Disease  first  came  on  after  cold  weather; 

amendment,   and  the  pati^t  regains  during  the  preceding  winter  had  been 

strength,  the  cold  bath  proves  an  excel-  several  times  wet  through,  and  had 

lent  cutaneous  stimulus.    On  the  pa-  neglected  to  change  his  clothes.  Bleed- 

tient's  own  resolution  and  nerseverance  ing ;  iodine  and  arsenic ;  .bUsters  (3). 

much  of  the  cure  will  aepend.    He  Relapse  from  accidental  wetting.  Better 

should  be  particularly  warned  of  the  after  animal  diet,  and  pills  containing 

danger  of  laying  aside  too  hastily  a  Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij.,  Zinci  Sulph.  gr.  i., 

plan  of  treatment  which  tends  to  re«  Op.  gr.  i.  thrice  a  day.    Relapsed  once 

move  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  more   after    catching  cold.     Specific 

to  guard  against  a  relapse,  (by  active  gravity  of  urine  1036.    Thirteen  pints 

dai^  exercise,  &c.)"  of  urine ;  nine  ditto  of  drink ;  diet  not 

Dr.  Carbatt's  cases  (vide  Clin.  Lect  entirely  animaL  Pulv.  Ipec.  c.  gr.  y. 
1834),  are  calculated  to  support  the  thrice  a  day;  occasional  aperients; 
opinion  of  the  skin  being  primarily  hot  air  bath  twice  a  week ;  perspires 
aflected,  except  Case  IV.,  where  there  freely ;  after  a  while  urine  less  than 
was  much  sweating  at  night ;  but  there  drink.  Found  more  bread  than  his 
were  also  symptoms  of  liver  disease,  usual  small  allowance  to  increase  his 
(pain  in  right  side  and  shoulder  on  urine.  When  left  hospital,  sweated 
inspiration ;  high  coloured  urine,  and  easily  and  naturally.  After  eight 
clayey  fceces).  Dr.  Carbutt  believes  months  symptoms  of  phthisis,  after  get- 
general,  occasionally  local,  bleeding  and  ting  his  feet  wet. — E^idneys  presented 
vapour  baths  to  be  the  most  rational  no  perceptible  alteration  of  structure, 
plan  of  treatment.  Cavity  in  right  lung.   Rest  quite  solid." 

In  a  case  of  Dr.  Lefevre's  (M^.  Gaz.  Dr.  Prout,  in  his  recent  most  scienti- 

for  Nov.  29,  1834),  *' the  skin  was  dry  fie,  and  at  the  same  time  eminently  prac- 

and  rough.    Could  not  excite  perspira^  tical  work  on  the  subject,  considers  the 

tion  by  any  of  the  ordinary  means  em-  use  of  warm  clothing,  frictions,  warm 

ployed  for  that  purpose.    Pulv.  Ipec.  oryapourbath,antimonials,  the  Dover's 
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powder,   sulphur,  camphor,  &c,  "an  painful  on  being  moved  op  pressed  upon 

important  class  of  remedies."  It  gradually  enlarged  all  round,  but 

was    not   discoloured.     Darting   and 

Having  attended  only  one  or  two  cases  lancinating  pains  were  at  length  felt  in 
of  the  disease  since  I  became  persuaded  the  joint  and  lower  half  of  the  femur, 
of  the  above  advocated  being  its  true  which  much  harassed  and  distressed 
pathology,  I  have  not  had  an  opportu-  her  day  and  night.  In  this  state  I 
nity  of  sufficiently  testing  it  myself  by  found  her  on  the  15th  of  January  last, 
pursuing  a  plan  of  treatment  founded  when  requested  to  attend  the  case  with 
upon  it  In  the  last  case  I*8aw,  which  Mr.  Bateman,  who  had  been  previously 
had  already  reached  an  advanced  stage,  assisted  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie. 
a  habitual  and  rather  profuse  perspira-  It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  your 
tion  in  the  axills  had  formerly  existed,  space  in  detailing  the  treatment ;  suffice 
which  had  been  checked  without  any  it  to  say,  that  the  pains  were  mitigated 
apparent  cause,  except,  perhaps,  a  in  a  few  days,  but  every  attempt  to  cure 
change  of  abode  from  a  sheltered  to  a  or  suspend  the  progress  of  the  disease 
more  exposed  situation.  Then  red,  proved  useless.  The  swelling  on  each 
afterwards  white  deposits  in  the  urine ;  side  and  in  front  of  £he  joint  daily  in- 
lastly,  diabetes  supervened.  ThePulv.  creased,  presenting  a  soft  and  elastic 
Ip.  c.  was  tried,  without  acting  on  the  feel,  with  an  obscure  sense  of  fluctua- 
skin,  or  any  other  beneficial  efiect.  tion.  Mr.  Bateman  and  I  now  con- 
The  warm  or  vapour  bath,  and  animal  sidered  that,  as  the  disease  was  pro- 
diet,  circumstances  precluded  a  trial  of;  gressin^,  but  confined  to  the  Hmb,  and 
nor  could  I  even  prevail  on  the  listless  the  patient's,  health  rapidly  giving  way, 
desponding  patient  to  wear  flannel  and  amputation  was  the  onljf  means  of 
warm  stockings.  She  died  exhausted  in  checking  it :  in  this  opinion  we  were 
less  than  three  months.  No  inspection  afterwaras  corroborated  by  Sir  B. 
took  place.  Brodie. 

It  was  also  mv  intention  to  have  tried  On  Feb.  the  27th  amputation  was  per- 

the  nitrous  oxyde  eas,  with  a  view  to  an  formed  about  two-thiros  up  the  femur ; 

artificial  suppler  of  nitrogen,  as  well  as  this  being  rendered  necessary  by  the 

on  account  of  its  stimulating  efiect  on  extensive  disease  of  that  bone.    On 

the  nervous  system,  but  having  had  no  laying  open  the  point  afker  amputation, 

opportunity  of  doing  so,  I  would  re-  a  large  ns^motoid  tumor,  or  substance 

commend  both  it  and  emetics,  which  resembling  coagulated  blood  intersected 

cause  so  powerful  a  determination  to  by  cellular  strata,  was  found  in  it,  and 

4he  surface,  to  the  attention  of  others,  the  lower  half  of  the  femur  carious,  in 

as  likely  to  prove  of  service.  which  most  probably  the  tumor  origi- 

. nated.    In  about  two  months  the  stump 

FUNGUS  H^MATODES.  rm^^^SlSlSr^^roWa 

a  few  weeks  to  take  carriagie  exercise, 

Ti  th»  Editor  <if  the  MtdUal  Otuette.  and  yisit  her  fHends.    In  the  be^nning 

Su  of  July,  however,  she  was  very  ill,  and 

T»  «*■„  V^ii^™;^™  «-.o    ..,i,;»i,  T  1 't  *"  discovered  that  efihsion  into  the 

If  the  following  case,  which  I  hare  j^ft  ^^^  „,  ^^^^  ^^   ^  ^^  ^^       . 

recently  attended  with  Mr.  Bateman,  On  the  8th  instant  she  expired. 

of  Ishngton  possesses  sufficient  interest  ^  post-mortem  examinStion  havine 

for  pubTication  m  your  journal  I  shaU  been  permitted  by  her  inends  has  set  at 

feel  obhged  by  your  inserting  it.  ^  J^  ^^^^t  that  may  previously  have 

v«,„  JIIa:!^*  Lr^,^4.  l***"  entertained  as  to  the  nature  of  the 

TABrHAMTRCSL  ??°^Pl^«n*-    My  friend  Mr.  Blvth  (Mr. 

.«  n,  I  «   ^  i;  ^"^^*'^^»  M.R.L.b.L.  Bateman  being  from  home)  and  I  found 

'AaJ.  ai?^K  **^  abont  two  quarts  of  serum  in  the  left 

side  of  the  chest,  extensive  pleuritic 

A  young  lady,  aged  20,  in  the  autumn  adhesions,  the  whole  of  the  left  lung 

of  last  year,  hurt  her  knee  bv  a  fall,  converted  into  an  encephaloid  mass, 

but  did  not  feel  much  of  it  at  the  time,  weighing  about  two  pounds,  of  a  red- 

and  continued  to  walk  without  much  dish  white  hue,  more  consistent  than 

inconvenience   for    about   six   weeks  brain,  and  greasy  to  the  touch.    The 

^wtorwards,  when  the  joint  became  very  heart  (forced  into  the  right  side  of  the 
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chest)  was  small  and  pale ;  the  parietcs  lament  that  a  correspondence  so  intc- 
thin,  the  valves  sound :  the  right  lung  resting  and  valuable  to  the  profession 
was  much  compressed,  and  thickly  should  degenerate  into  personal  attack 
studded  with  calcareous  deposits.  No  and  mutual  recrimination.  However, 
disease  was  found  in  the  abdomen.  this  good  effect  has  been  answered: 
The  above  statement  is  forwarded  for  each  controversialist  has  dismantled 
publication  as  additional  evidence  (if  the  other  of  any  lurking  pretension  he 
any  be  wanted)  of  fungus  hsematodes,  might  have  to  the  introduction  of  the 
or  medullary  sarconia,  being  dependent  instrument  in  question,  and  has  attri- 
on  a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood,  bnted  it,  correctly,  to  my  estimable 
and  of  its  re-production  and  rapid-  friend  Dr.  Stroud, 
growth  in  anotherpart  after  it  had  been  In  the  summer  of  1838,  I  em- 
removed  from  its  primary  seat.  ployed  a    flexible   stethoscope,    con- 

'  sisdng  of  two  feet  of  the  oidinary 

IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM.  elastic    flexible  tubing,  and  a  smaU 
funnel-shaped  extremity  of   wood,  in 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  some  experiments   I  made  to  satisfy 

myself  as  to  the  cause  of  the  various 

S'*»  sounds    occurring  during  the  heart's 

The  perusal  of  the  article  "  Iodide  of  action.     This    instrument   conducted 

Potassium,"  in  Pereira's  Materia  Me-  the  sounds  more  distinctly,  and  was 

dica,  brings  to  my  recollection  a  case  much  cheaper,  than  the  flexible  ear 

which  occurred  in  my  practice  about  trumpet :  being  devoid  of  an  ear  piece, 
three  years  a^.    I  ordered  a  gentle-  .  it  remained  in  the  ear  without  being 

man  three  grams  of  iodide  of  potassium  held  there;  thus  leaving  one  hand  at 

in  a  draught  of  peppermint  water,  three  liberty  to  ifeel  the  pulse.    Since  that 

tiroes  a  day.     When  he  had  taken  the  time  1  have  constantly  employed  the 

medicine  three  times  he  felt  poorlv ;  flexible  in  preference  to  the  solid  ste- 

and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  wer  the  thoscope.      I    am    informed   by    Mr. 

fourth  dose  he  was  attacked  with  a  Thompson,  instrument-maker  in  this 

violent  shivering  fit,  followed  by  intense  town,  that  he  has  sold  about  a  hundred 

headache,  heat  of  skin,  constant  thirst,  instruments  similar  to  that  described 

quick  and  very  full  pulse,  and  vomiting  above  to  medical  practitioners  residing 

and  purging  at  the  same  time.    These  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood, 

symptoms   were    succeeded   bv  great  I  beg  to  corroborate  Dr.  Bird  and 

prostration  of  strength.  Notwithstand-  Dr.  Bume's  statements  as  to  the  ad- 

in^  the  exhibition  of  demulcents  and  vantages  possessed  by  the  flexible  ste- 

opiates,  the  purging  lasted  for  several  thoscope.     In  addition  I  feel  desirous 

days.  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  profession 

The  effects  of  the  medicine  in  this  to  the  perfect  ease  with  which  pressure 

ease  were  so  violent  that  I  have  little  may  be  modified  in  using  this  instru- 

doubt,  if  he  had  taken  another  dose,  ment 

his    life  would  have  been    forfeited.  In  simple  pericarditis,  in  the  early 

This  is  the  only  instance,  which  I  have  stag^e,  on  applying  the  extremity  of  the 

seen,  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  pro-  stethoscope  lightlv,  the  natural  sounds 

dttcing  mipleasant  effects  in  dos^s  under  of  the  heart  are  heard ;  on  increasing 

ten  grains. — I  remain,  sir,  the  pressure  they  become  replaced  by 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  friction  sound.    Up  to  a  certain 

Jambs  C.  L.  Carson,  M.D.  point  the  greater  thede^ee  of  pressure 

Colenine,  Aug.  19, 1841.  the  louder  is  the  friction  sound.     In 

the  more  advanced  stages  of  pericarditis, 

THE  FLEXIBLE  STETHOSCOPE.  ^^  rotShe^etfitiiatd/'vIr  Z 

apex  of  the  heart  and  the  lower  part  of 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  tfie  sternum,  the  friction  sound  is  heard 

feebly  on  hght  pressure  j  but  at  a  snort 

Si  a  I  ^stance  from  these  points  the  natural 

I  H  AVK  been  well  pleased  to  see  the  able  sounds  alone  are  distinguished ;  when 

communications  on  the  Flexible  Stethos-  pressure  is  exerted  and  increased,  the 

cope  from  Drs.  Bume  and  Bird,  in  the  friction  sounds  come  into  play.    When 

pages  of  your  journal.     I  cannot  but  x^ricarditis    and   endocarditis  coexist, 
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if  ttie  inflammation  of  the  lining  mem- 
lirane  of  the  norta  be  sufficient  to  mo- 
dify the  natural  BOundB,  the  bellows 
murmur  is  heard,  on  lighlpresBure,  over 
thecentreoftheaternum  ton  increasing 
the  pressure  the  friction  sound  re- 
placea  it. 

In  adhesion  of  the  two  pericardial 
surfaces,  with  general  enlai^ment  of 
the  heart,  accompanied,  as  ia  often  the 
case,  by  regurgilation  from  the  left 
ventricle  during  its  systole,  throush 
theauriculo-rentricularopeningintotne 

CorreiDonding  auricle,  owing  to  imper-    ^  ^j  ^^^  points  which  have  bcco 

feet  closure  of  the  m.tnil  valve    the    „,„ii„nea  in  iVe  foregoing  remarks, 
noise  from  the  shock  of  the  walls  of  I  am  nr 

the  heart  aminrt  the  parietcs  of  ihe  y^^^  obedient  servant, 

chest  may  he  heard  over  the  apex;  Francs  Sibsox, 

followed  by  the  dull  rumbling  sound  it™deni  Sursmi.  GcHnl 

of  muscular  contraction,  ending  in  an    '  Aui.is,  Imi.        Koiirital,  neu- Nouiogbui. 

abrupt  loud  sound,  caused,  I  concvive,     

by  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  hard-  MEDICAL  REFORM, 

ened    walls    of    the    heart   from   the 

thoracic  parietes.    Near  the  sevenlh  or.  , 

eighth  dors-l  vertebra  on  the  left  side         jy,  «,  gdiler  ^the  Mtdirat  OattUe. 

a  bellows  murmur  is  heard  during  the 

first   sound,   caused   by   the  auriculo-  ^"*i 

ventricular  regurgitation:  increase   of    Is  my  recent  answer  to  Dr.  R.  HnU'* 

Sreseure  does  not  modify  Ihjs  sound,  paperaeainst  Medical  Reform,  I  merely 
n  applying  the  stethoscope  slightly  proceeded  upon  the  rational  argument 
over  the  region  intermediate  to  this  for  its  prosecution,  but  having  now  he- 
situation  and  the  apex  of  the  heart,  fore  me  a  pamphlet  on  that  subject  by 
thebeUowsmiumuriEheard;  onmakmg  Dr.  Kidd,  Hegius  Professor  of  Medi- 
strong  pressure  it  is  replace^  by  the  cine  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  I  am 
various  sounds  heard  over  the  apes,  tempted  to  resume  my  pen,  in  onier  to 
Inothercasesofdiseasedheart, varying  shew  Dr.  Hull  that  not  only  the  ge- 
the  prcKSUre  modiGea  the  abnormu  neral  practitioners  are  advocates  of 
sounds.  medical  reform,  but  also  that  the  Re- 

in the  vaiiouB  mnrmnrs  produced  by  gius  Professor  of  the  mott  conservative 
pressure  over  the  veins  in  the  neck,  University  of  Oxford,  a  conservative 
over  the  uterus,  liver,  and  abdominal  himself,  is  on  the  same  aide  of  th« 
tumors,  iheeasewith  which  the  degree    ouesiion.     I  am  moreover  tempted  Co 


of  presHure   mliy  be  modified  by  the  do  tliis  because  I  do  not  lemember  to 

flexible  stethoscope  greatly  facilitates  have  seen  any  remarks  on  this  very  re- 

the  production  of  the  sounds.  markable   pamphlet  in   your  joumoL 

In  those  cases  of  diseased  lungs,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  brief  aaa- 
where t he vocalresonance  communicated  lysis  of  ibt  contents. 
from  the  thoracic  parietcs  Is  altered.  Dr.  Kidd's  opening  aentenee  is  rather 
the  flexible  steflioBcope  affords  great  curious :—"  Though,"  says  he,  "Ibe 
facility  in  making  a  riipid  comparative  cause  of  reform  in  general  has  pro- 
survey  of  the  chest.  The  vocal  reso-  iHiblybeenmorcinjnredbyilsprofesaed 
nance  is  much  more  extensively  heard  friends  than  by  its  opponents,  yet  it  is, 
on  light  than  on  firm  pressure.  nevertheless,  true,  and  many  national 
as  well  as  corporate  statutes  acknow- 

Wilh  your  permission  I  hope  to  follow  ledge  and  act  upon  the  principle,  that 

this  short  statement  of  the  advantages  '  genuine  reform  is  genuine  conserva- 

lo  be  derived  from  modifying  the  pres-  tism.'"   The  principle  here  enunciated 

aure  of  the  stelhoecope  in  the  diaKnoeis  is  in  itself  undoubtedly  true — genuine 

of  the  diseases  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  reform  is  undoubtedly  genuine  conser- 

by  further  communications  containing  vatJsm  |  yet  some  limitauon  even  of  tfaw 

amoredetailedaccount,witbillustrative  principle  must  be  made  in  mder  to 
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render  it  generally  applicable.  True  how  that  all  were  at  first  **  Socii,*'  or 
reform  must,  indeed,  be  adapted  to  the  "  CoUegice/'  and  all  on  an  equality ; 
state  of  society  in  which  it  is  to  take  how  that  the  privilege  of  making  by- 
place  :  it  must  be  tard}r  in  its  progress,  laws  was  granted  to  the  CoUe^,  and 
must  be  carefully  weighed  as  to  its  from  that  sprang  the  distinction  be- 
ultimate  eifects,  and  not  the  result  of  tween  Fellows  and  Licentiates,  and  the 
the  passions  of  a  multitude,  to  which  gradual  progress  of  exclusion,  until  the 
the  statesman  is  forced  to  yield.  Care-  removal  of  a  licentiate  to  the  fellowship 
ful  investigation  of  grievances  must  became  a  ^eat  rarity ;  how  the  licen« 
precede  their  prudent  removal :  this  re-  dates  feeling  aggrieved,  repeatedly  ap- 

Suires  time :  but  how  much  more  time  plied  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bencn, 

oes  it   require  to   frame    new  laws  but    without   gaining    redress ;    and, 

adapted  to  the  new  circumstaxices  of  lastly,  how  the  alteration  in  the  sta- 

society !  tutes  of  the  University  of  Oxford  were 

Dr.  Kidd  then  says,  that  he  *'  hopes  at  last  reformed,  on  the  recommenda- 

that  his  loyalty  to  some  of  those  insti-  tion  of  the  late  Lord  Stowell. 
tutiona  of  which  he  has  the  honour  of        Having  disposed  of  the  history  of  the 

being  a  member,  and  which  are  par-  College  of  Physicians,  which  is  well 

tially  implicated  in  the  present  question,  known  to  almost  every  medical  man, 

will  remain  unimpeached  for  the  future,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated  exami- 

as  he  trusts  it  ever  has  been  hereto-  nations  the   subject   has    undergone, 

fore."  This  requires  scarcely  a  remark :  both  by  the  friends  and  foes  of  the  Col- 

the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine,  the  lege,  Dr.  Kidd  states,  that  there  are  no 

holder  of  one  or  more  Professorships  less  than  nineteen  different  sources  of 

of  Anatomy,  and  the  Librarian  of  the  medical  degrees  and  sciences  in  the 

Radcliffe  Library,  is  not,  cannot  be,  one  United  Kingdom,  of  which  seventeen 

who  would  wish  for  sudden  change.  are  active,  and  that  many  even  of  these 

He  then  proceeds  to  state,  that  from  are  incapable  of  fi^anting  legal  protec- 

his  connexion  with  the  College  of  Phy-  tion  to  their  graduates;  and  cites  the 

sicians  and  the  University  of  Oxford,  he  London  Apothecaries'  Company,  which 

has  received  many  marks  of  attention  affords  veiy  imperfect  protection  ;  the 

which  woidd  not  perhaps  have  other-  English  Universities,    no  protection ; 

wise  fallen  to  his  lot ;  and  he  is  still  the  College  of  Physicians,  whose  ac- 

more   grateful  to  the  University  for  tions  at  law  against  unlicensed  practi- 

having  within  the  last  few   years  re-  tloners  are  a  dead  letter,  and  most 

formed  the  statutes  relating  to  medical  easily  evaded ;  and  lastly,  the  College 

examinations  so  efi*ectually,  as  to  re-  of  Surj^ons,  which  has  no  means  of 

move  the  objections  which  were  pre-  protecting  its    members,    or   even  of 

viously,  with  justice,  made  to  them."  punishing  those  who  without  its  di- 

They  did,  indeed,  require  reform,  since  ploma  call  themselves  "  surgeons." 
almost  any  one  with  the  slightest  pos-        "  The  Question  of  medical  reform," 

sible  modicum  of  medical  Knowledge  says  Dr.  Kidd, "  like  all  other  questions 

could,  withont  the  slightest  difficulty,  which  involve  the    contemplation  of 

pass  those  examinations :  in  short,  they  changes  in  existing  customs  and  insti- 

were  a  mere  farce.  tutions,  requires  very  calm  cousidera- 

The  next  subject  to  which  Dr.  Kidd  tion,  as  well  with  regard  to  its   ori- 

draws  attention,  in  order  to  shew  *'  the  ginal  expediency  as  to    its  requisite 

true  character  of  that  strong  desire  for  extent.        « 

medical  reform,  which  is  at  present  ^   "If  the  united  voice- of  nearly  all  the 

very  extensively  diffused  amon^   the  individuals  who  constitute  the  medical 

members  of  the  medical  profession  in  profession  may  be  admitted  as  a  just 

this  kingdom,"  is  the  history  of  the  indication  of  the  necessity  for  reform, 

College  of  Physicians.     It  is  unneces-  nothing  more  need  be  said  of  that  ne- 

sary  for  my  present  purpose  to  state  cessityi  for  that  ujiited  voice  is  already 

how  the  College  was  at  first  constituted;  raided  in  favourof  tke  measure.      But 

how  candidates  were,  before  its  forma-  there  still  remains  to  be  discovered  the 

tion,  examined  by  the  bishops,  assisted  best  means  of  effecting  such  salutary 

by  doctors  in  physic,  and  others  expert  changes  as  may  with  the  least  incon- 

in  the  faculty  of  surgery ;  how  that  at  venience  remedy  the  several  evils  which 

first  the  College  consisted  of  foreigners,  require    correction."      What  *do  you 

or   members  of  foreign    universities .  say  to  this,  Dr.  Hull  P    Surely  you  do 

718.— xxviii.  3  N 
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not  intend  to  call  us  all  radicals.     If  and  museum,  and  its  own  lectures ; 

so,  you  include,  nW  we  shall  presently  each  mi^ht  have  its  own  meetings,  and 

see,  the  Regius  Professor  of  conserva-  publish  its  own  Transactions ;  and  all 

tive  Oxford.  vying  with  each  other  in  the  spirit  of  a 

Again,  ""it  is  equally  as  noble  in  liberal  emulation,  might  continue  to 

communities,  as  individuals,  to  acknow-  benefit  both  individuals  and  the  public, 

ledge  and  amend  an  error,  as  it  is  quite  as  effectually  as  under  the  present 

ignoble  to  persist  in  it;  and  it  must  be  system." 

athnitted     oy    every   unprejudiced  in-  "To  the  demand  that  of  every  can- 

quirer  that,  had  all  the  existing  institu-  didate  for  a  medical  license,  such  an 

tions  of  the  medical  profession  adhered  examination    should   be    required    as 

to  the  spirit  of  their  original  founda-  might    show  a   due    qualifieation    to 

tions,  many  of  the  present  evils  would  practise  either  as  a  'physician/  or  a 

have  been  prevented."  *  surgeon,*    or  as   a    *  general  practi- 

I  am  now  obliged  to  make  some  tioner,'  there  does  not  seem  any  rea- 

rather  long  extracts  from  Dr.  Kidd's  sonable  objection;    nay  it  is  ouiie  eat" 

pamphlet,  m  order  to  elucidate  his  plan  pedient  that  every  candidate  mmM  be 

of  medical  reform,  which  I  may  say  is  so  quali^d.    For,  although  it  is  true, 

of  a  most  moderate  character— at  the  as  is  observed  in  a  very  judicious  and 

same  time  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  candid  article  on  Medical  Reform,  in 

present  abuses,  and  vi elds  all  that  can  the  'Quarterly  Review'  of  December 

rationally  be  reauirea,  but  which  cannot  1 840,  that  very^  few  physicians  practise 

coincide  with  the  arrogant  pretensions  surgery  in  this  country,  yet,  as  might 

of  Dr.  Hull.  have  been  justly  adde^  had  it  occurred 

"  It  canhardly  be  denied  that  a  change  to  the  writer  of  that  article,  it  is  also 

is  desirable  in  that  part  of  the  existing  true  that  every  physician  ought  to  he 

system  above  described,  which  refers  to  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  sur- 

the  irregularity  of  the  standard  of  quali-  gical  practice.    And  it  is  equally  true, 

fication  expected  by  the  different  boards  as  inaecd  is  implied  in  the  same  article, 

of  examination  for  license  to  practise,  that,  even  in  London,  all  surgeons  must 

But  since  such  change  would  require  necessarily  act  as  physicians  in  very 

the  establishment  of  one  national  board  many  cases  of  their  specific  practice; 

of  examination,    which  alone  should  while,  out  of  London,  except  in  the 

have  the  power  of  granting  license  to  largest  provincial  towns,  no  surgeon 

practise,  it  is  in  tne  highest  degree  cornd  gain  a  competence  were  he  to 

probable  that  to  such  a  chance  every  confine  himself  to  a  practice  purely 

existing  board  would  be  at  first  disposed  surgical.    Hence,  therefore,  it  follows 

to  object  as  an  annihilation  of  its  own  that  every  candidate  should  be  quali- 

power.    And  yet,  if  in  the  proposed  fied  for  all  three  branches  of  medical 

new  national  board,  each  existing  board  practice;  since  this  being  granted  in 

were  to  be  represented  by  one  or  more  the  case  of  the  *  physician'  and  *  sur- 

of  its  members,  among  others  chosen  ^on,'  it  must  necessarily  be  granted 

from  the  profession  at  large,  and  if  a  in  the  case  of  the  'general  practitioner,' 

certain  number  of  the  whole  were  in  inasmuch  as  he  combines  in  his  prac- 

succession  delegated  to  act  as  examiners  tice  the  functions  of  the  other  two." 

in  each  session,    the  objection  might  This  is  the  cream  of  Dr.  Kidd's  little 

probablv  be  removed.  book ;  it  at  once  corroborates  the  views 

"Withrespect  to  the  future  condition  put  forth  in  my  last  letter  to  your 
of  existing  institutions,  there  appears  journal,  and,  as  is  evident,  it  overturns 
nothing  in  the  least  derogatory  to  their  Dr.  Hull's  fevourite  aphorism,  that  the 
dignity;  nor,  which  is  of  much  more  general  practitioners  are  above  the 
consequence,  to  their  professional  utility  source  of  the  clamour  raised  for  medicid 
and  efficiency,  in  considering  them  reform,  since  not  only  a  physician,  but 
henceforth  as  independent  scientific  even  a  Professor  of  tKe  oldest  university 
societies;  which,  retaining  all  their  in  the  kingdom,  writes  in  favour  of 
present  members  and  internal  laws,  these  views.  I  must  make  one  further 
might  henceforward  admit  new  mem-  extract,  which  will  require  some  com- 
bers, as  customarily  admitted  to  the  ment.  "I  know  not  whether  I  am 
Royal,.  Linnean,  and  other  scientific  correct  in  supposing  that  there  are 
societies.  Each  of  the  existing  institu-  some  among  the  advocates  of  Medical 
tions  might  still  have  its  own  library  Refonp  who  are  desirous  of  making  the 
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proposed  national  board  the  source,  which  Dr.  Kidd  has  so  ably  advocated, 
not  only  of  medical  licenses,  but  of  and  whose  authority  ^  evidently  bears 
medical  titles  also ;  nor  do  I  know  how  out  the  statements  and  arguments  I 
such  a  regulation  would  be  redded  lately  made  and  used,  so  as  completely 
by  the  members  of  the  profession  at  to  overturn  Dr.  Huirs  ill-judged  as- 
large.  The  obvious  objectipn  to  the  sertions.— I  am,  sir, 
measure  is  its  ^oarent  inutility:  for,  Your  obedient  servant, 
provided  the  board  can  give  the  license  Philip  B.  Ayres,  M.B.  Lond. 
to  practise  in  an^  or  in  all  the  three  M.R.C.S.L. 

branches,  into  which  the  profession  is    ■ — - 

actually,  and  always  must  be  divided,  ^„  _„_  ««^„.^..^^^,  ^„  «„„ 

it  would  appear  that  the  essential  point  ^^  THE  PROPAGATION  OF  THE 

is  gained,  as  far  afe  individuals  are  con-  VARIOLiE   VACCINAE    BY    CRUSTS 

cemed:  and,  on  the  other  hand,  no  FROM  THE  COW. 

corporate  bodies  or  communities  need  

be  jealous  that  the  power  of  granting  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^j  ^^^^^^ 

titles  or  degrees  should  be  extended  to  ^ 

one  additional  source  of  such  titles,  ^''* 

further  than  from  the  motive  of  a  con-  The  propagation  of  the  vaccine  disease 

sequent  diminution  of  their  pecuniary  from  the  crusts  found  on  the  animal 

revenues — a  motive,  which,  at  the  pre-  has  been  attempted  in  India,  and  I  be- 

sent  day,  cannot  be  supposed  to  in-  lieve  in  other  countries.     I  am  not 

fiuence  the  members  of  a  liberal  insti-  aware  that  the  practice  has  been  suc- 

tution  in  their  collective  capacity."  cessfully  followed  in  England.    This 

Here  I  close  my  extracts  from  Dr.  circumstance  induces  me  to  trouble  you 
Kidd's  exceedingly  well -written  and  with  the  followii^  details.  It  has  of 
gentlemanly  pamphlet;  one  which  late  been  very  difficult  in  this  country 
fihows  great  hberality  of  feeling  on  to  detect  the  disease  on  the  cow  in  a 
his  part  towards  that  branch  of  the  state  capable  of  affording  lymph  in  its 
profession  which  Dr.  Hull  treats  with  pure  and  active  condition:  it  is  there- 
contumely  and  ^contempt  unbecoming  lore  a  point  of  some  interest  and  im- 
his  situation.  But  I  may  remark  that  portance  to  be  assured  that  the  crusts 
these  extracts  show  that,  supposing  Dr.  may  be  found  to  contain  the  virus  in  a 
Kidd's  plan  worked  out,  the  oistinction  de^e  of  purity  and  activity  sufficient 
between  physician,  surgeon,  and  ge-  to  impregnate  the  human  constitution. 
neral  practitioner,  must  soon  cease.  On  the  7th  of  this  month  my  friend 
once  every  one  who  possessed  the  Mr.  Coles  informed  me  that  ne  had 
license  would  meet  anotner  who  pos-  heard  of  the  existence  of  the  variolic 
sessed  a  degree  from  some  other  source  vaccinae  at  a  farm  a  short  distance  from 
on  a  perfect  equality,  as  the  possession  this  place.  The  following  morning  we 
of  the  license  would  mark  his  perfect  visited  the  cows.  One  only  had  been 
capability  to  practise  as  a  physician,  affected  by  the  complaint.  The  teats 
But  even  supposing  things  to  go  on  as  were  covered  with  the  remains .  of  the 
they  were,  and  the  distinctions  to  sub-  disease,  but  not  a  single  vesicle  existed 
sist,  as  Dr.  Kidd  affirms  they  would,  from  which  lymph  could  be  taken. 
the  physician  who  practised  as  a  phy-  Under  these  circumstances  I  recom- 
fikian  alone  could  not  refuse  to  meet  mended  Mr.  Coles  to  collect  a  few 
another  who  equally  possessed  a  degree,  crusts.  This  was  done,  and  on  the  10th 
And  assumed  tne  title,  but  practised  as  of  this  month  he  triturated  two  of  them 
a  general  practitioner,  on  the  plea  that  with  cold  pure  water,  having  previously 
it  was  not  genflemanly  to  practise  thus,  separated  the  margin  and  outer  layers 
and  not  drop  the  degree ;  because  the  of  each  erust,  and  with  the  fluid  thus 
other  might  retort  upon  him  that  he  obtained  he  inoculated  six  children, 
likewise  possessed  the  license  which  w^ith  three  punctures  on  each  arm.  Out 
enabled  him  to  practise  as  a  physician  of  these  thirty-six  punctures  only  one 
when  he  chose  to  do  so;  but  tnat,  from  took  effect.  The  vesicle  formed  in  this 
accidental  circumstances  of  locality,  he  instance  was  rather  small,  but  very 
was  compelled  to  practise  suigery  and  perfect  in  its  form  and  character ;  so 
diapeasems  medicines.  much  so  that  no  hesitation  was  felt 

In  conclusion,  1  ardently  anticipate  about  the  propriety  of  attempthig  to 

and  desire  that  form  of  medical  reform  propagate  the  disease  from   it.    Mr. 
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Coles  accordingly  used  it  on  two  chil-  which  lie  in  the  way  of  any  one  who 
dren  on  the  l/th,  and  one  on  the  19th,  would  truly  qualify  himself  for  under- 
all  of  which  succeeded  From  one  of  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  -^^^^^^  patients, 
these  patients,  vaccinated  on  the  l/tn,  -,  f?.  ®  ^i.  /.  .t. 
he  vaccinated  four  on  the  24th;  and  For  this  purpose,  more  than  for  the 
from  that  vaccinated  on  the  19th,  he  treatment  of  any  other  class  of  special 
charged  about  forty  points  on  the  26th.  diseases,  a  special  education  is  neces- 
AU  the  vesicles  were  very  fine  and  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^j^jg  country,  it  is 
perfect,  with  the  exception  of  those  on  i^tuj-  a*  -  \ 
one  of  the  children  v^cinated  on  the  scarcely  to  be  had  in  an  efficient  man- 

17th.    The  deviation  in  this  instance  ner  at  any  expense  of  labour  or  of 

clearly  arose  from  the  coexistence  of  money. 

an  affectiori  of  the  skin,  which  mani-  Yot  the  study  of  diseases  of  the  eye, 
fested  itself  the  day  after  the  lymph  ,^,  ,  ;'  -  i  *i,  i  • 
wafi  inserted,  and  so  completely  altered  although  much  of  ophthalmic  sur- 
the  character  of  the  vesicle  as  to  render  gery  is  included  in  a  knowledge  of 
it  unfit  for  use.  I  am  the  more  induced  general  principles,  our  several  Eye 
to  dwell  for  a  moment  on  this  latter  infirmaries  afibrd  a  most  ample  field- 
event  as  I  have  reason  to  know  that  ^  <•  , ,  .  „,v,:«i,  ^»*v.»^o  «,»««  :« 
the  evils  arising  from  inattention  to  ^  ^^^^  ^  ''^'''}^  P^'^/P/'  ^^"^3'' 
deviations  of  this  kind  are  not  suffi-  Europe  15  superior;  and  for  the  dis- 
ciently  regarded  by  gentlemen  em-  eases  of  the  Ear,  or  any  other  organ,  if 
ployed  by  the  Guardians  in  vaccinating  there  be  no  good  special  institutions, 

the  poor.     I  myself,  at  least,  have  had  „  .  ..  .    „^„„,  ^;ffi„„if  ;«  „„„  «,««^»«t 

^     ...     -^  *   *     .        TT  • -  yet  it  IS  never  diincult,  m  any  general 

communications  from  two  Unions  on  ■;.                              .      '        ,         i. 

this  very  point.     It  cannot  therefore  be  dispensary,  to  obtain  a  number  of  pa- 

too  strongly  stated  that  persons  vacci-  tients   amply  sufficient  for  profitable 

nated  under  such  circumstances  ought  study.     But  with  cases  of  Insanity  it  is 

not  to  be  considered  as  secure  from  f^^  otherwise ;   they  cah  be  attended 

subsequent  attacks  of  small-pox.  ,    .    ■..  j       i     •     xn.  • 

I  am  sir  ^^°'  studied  only  in  their  appropriate 

Your  obedient  servant,  asylums ;  and  these  are  either  altogether 

John  Baron,  M.D.  F.R.S.  closed  against  students,  or  are  opened 

Cheltenham,  August  soth,  1841.  in  so  restricted  a  manner  that  no  real 

^  study  can  be  carried  on  in  them:  so 

that  insanity,  which  requires  more  than 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  any  other  medical  subject  a  special 

Fnday,  September  3,  1841.  ^'"^^'  and  a  knowledge  of  which  is 

'      -^  communicated    m   the   least  possible 

degree    by    the    ordinary  instruction 

^l^*2*^r"?'*''-^*''*?H*""!?*'****^**^-*^^  in  medicine,  is  just  that  for  which 

Artt*  Mediae  tnen ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in  y         j 

publicum  tit,  dicendi  pericuium  non  recuso."  the  least  facility  for  special  Study  is 

Cicero:  aflforded.    The    consequence   is,    that 

the  majority  of  those  who  are  called  to 
the  charge  of  the  insane,  gain  their 

Althouqh  it  be  quite  true  that,  as  we  knowledge  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 

said  last  week,  all  that  will  be  ever  disease  of  madness,  either  by  study  on 

accomplished  for  the  advancement  of  the  continent,  or  (which  is  more  com- 

the  real  and  beneficial  knowledge  of  in-  mon)  by  an  unprefaced  study  of  their 

sanity,  will  proceed  from  the  authorized  own  patients,  and  a  severe  tax  upon 

medical  practitioners  who  study  parti-  the  well  being  of  the  first  that  come 

cularly   this  branch  of   our  common  under  their  care, 

scieuce,  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  This  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  be- 

progress    in    this   department    is  la-  cause  the  care  of  the  insane  is  almost 

mentably  delayed  by  the  difficulties  exclusively   entrusted    to    those   who 
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profess  to  treat  only  them.    It  is  ob-  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  best 

viously  impossible  for  the  whole  body  stimulus  to  induce  a  medical  officer  of 

of  students  to  be  instructed  to  any  a  public  establishment  to  do  his  duty 

profitable  extent  in   the   nature  and  to  the  patients,  and  to  endeavour,  by 

treatment  of  insanity ;  they  cannot  all  every  exertion,  to  increase  his  own 

see  patients,  and  the  few  lectures  that  power  of  doing  good,  is  the  constant 

can  be  devoted  to  the  subject  are  prac-  watching  of  some  intelligent  medical 

tically  almost  useless.    The  result  is,  as  students.     They  may  often  regard  his 

Mr.  Tuke,  in  the  work  to  which  we  unavoidable  mistakes  as  faults  of  igno- 

last  week  referred,  says,  "  that  it  is  rare  ranee,  and  his  caution  as  indolence; 

to  meet  with  a  general  practitioner"  but  this  matters  little :  the  more  hy- 

(that  is,  we  presume,  any  one  who  is  percritical  they  are,  the  more  will  he 

not  exclusively  a  mental   physician)  find  it  necessary  to  be  on  his  guard, 

•*  who  can  undertake  with  any  right  and  to  be  able  to  justify  every  one  of 

confidence  the  treatment  of  the  insane."  his  proceedings,  and  so  the  more  would 

This  being  true,  it  follows  that  those  who  he  benefit  both  the  patients  and  his 

do  take  charge  of  them  ought  from  the  pupils. 

first,  to  be  thoroughly  competent  for  The  presence  of  students  would  also 

the  undertaking.    A  monopoly  being  exercise  imperceptibly  a  good  influence 

granted  to  them,  they  ought  to  be  well  upon  the  conduct  of  inferior  attendants, 

fitted  to  hold  it;  but  they  cannot  be  so  We  have  no  fear  of   the  evils  of  the 

unless  they  are  provided  wdth  opportu-  secret  system   of    managing  asylums 

nities  for  study.  returning  in  these  times  ;  yet  it  cannot 

There  is  but  one  mode  of  remedying  be  denied  that  errors  both  of  judgment 

this   evil :   all  public  lunatic  asylums  and  in  temper  are  constantly  committed 

should    be  open  during    a    certain  by  keepers,  which  the  most  vigilant  su- 

portion  of   tlie  day   to    medical  stu-  peiintendence  of  visitors,  directors,  and 

dents,    or    to    those    who    have    al-  medical  ofllcers,  can  never  wholly  pre- 

ready    taken    some   diploma,  on    the  vent.  These,however,  would  cease  in  the 

payment  of  a  certain  moderate  sum ;  presence  of  students,  who,  being  nearer 

and  no  one  should  be  deemed  eligible  to  the  keepers,  and  more  constantly 

to  medical  offices  in  such  asylums  who  among  them,  would  far  better  know 

had  not  been  engaged  to  some  extent  their  plans  of  proceeding :  just  as,  in 

in  the  special  study  of  insanity.    By  general  hospitals,    they    know  much 

this  simple  measure  the  public  would  more  of  the  doings  of  nurses  and  others 

be  insured  a  sufficient  supply  of  practi-  than  do  either  the  governors  or  medi- 

tioners  competent  to  treat  this  malady ;  cal  officers. 

for  the  attendance  at  the  asylums  would  The  only  seeming  objection  to  the 

not  be  limited  to  those  who  intend  to  opening  of  asylums  to  medical  students 

treat  insanity  exclusively,    any  more  is   unimportant  and  unfounded;  but 

than  the  attendants  upon  eye  infirma-  were  it  a  sound  one,  it  would  be  of  less 

lies    are  x)nly  those  who  propose  to  momentthan  the  advantages  of  exciting 

practise  nothing  but  ophthalmic  sur-  a  greater  search  into  the  true  pathology 

gery;'and  there  would  besides,  be  a  of  insanity,    and    of   communicating 

certainty    of    obtaining  a  competent  widely  the  knowledge  so  obtained.     It 

person  to  take  charge  of  any  public  is  supposed  that  pupils  could  not  be 

asylum,  and    to  instruct     those  who  admitted  without  disadvantage  to  many 

might  attend  it  as-pupils.  of  the   curable  patients.     The  same 

The  benefit  would  not  stop   here,  objection  is  always  made  to  their  ad* 
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mission  into  general  hospitals,  by  those  ensuing  year  ?  Let  as  see  what ''  rinewB^ 

who  are  not  aware  that  it  is,  instead  of  have  been  supplied  for  future  exertions. 

adisadvantage,  in  every  respect  a  great  We  copy  from  the    TuneM  the  sums 

boon  to  the  patients.    And  we  do  not  granted  to  the  several  sections. 

see  why  it  should  not  prove  equally  so  in  ^^  g^^^^^  ^  (Mathema- 

the  case  of  asylums.    If  it  be  true  that        tics  &  general  Phy8ic8.)£l  433  18    6 

the  admission  of  a  large  number  of  stu-  To  Section  B.  (Chemistry 

dents  would  be  inconvenient,  there  is        a™i  Mineralogy.)    .    .      215    0    0 

no  dangerthat  any  great  nu„.ber  would  ^l^t^:^^^^^)"^.      «»    0    0 

attend.    Not  more  than  one  student  in  To  Section  D.  (Zoology 

twenty  of  all  that  are  in  London  at-       and  Botany.)      .    .    .      279    0    O 

tends  the  eye  infirmaries.  A  far  smaller  To  Section  E,  (Medical 

proportion,  probably  not  more  than  one  «,   o  ^2^^'L  "/ol  J  ^'    \      ii^    R    ^ 

•    ift  1 J  u  vl    11      ••^^1.  To  Section  F.  (Statistics.)      150    0    0 

m  fifty,  would  habitually  visit  the  asy.  To  Section  6.  (Mechani- 

lums  ;  and  even  this  number  might,  if       cal  Science)    ....      350    0    O 

it  were  found  necessary,  be  diminished,  

by  limiting  the  right  of  attendance  to  '^^*^»  ^^^  ^^    ^ 

those  who  have  finished  their  general       So  the  British  Association  has  made 

medical  education.  no  provision  for  the  medical  section  of 

1842.    And  not  only  this,  but  it  has 

refused  to  make  any.   A  correspondent 

IS  MEDICINE  ENTITLED  TO  RANK  .^^^   ^    ^^  \^     Committee    of 

AS  A  BRANCH  OF  SCIENCE  ?  ,,      ^    ^.         .  ^.       \.  .         , 

the  Section  at  Plymouth  unanimously 

Our  scientific  readers  will  start  at  this  recommended  that  the  sum   of  ^£25 
being  made  a  question:  yet  it  is  a  should    be    placed    at    the    disposal 
question  which  seems  to  have  been  not  of  a  committee,  to  defray  the  expenses 
only  made,  but  practically  answered  in  of  experiments  on  the  action  of  medi- 
the  negative,  by  the  recent  proceedings  cines.    Yet  this  grant,  so  small,  and 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  Ad-  for  so  important  an  object,  was  reihsed; 
vancement  of  Science.    At  their  late  whilst  thousands  were  voted  for  various 
meeting  at  Plymouth,  a  medical  section  purposes  of  other  sections,  many  of  them 
was  formed,  with  Dr.  Roget  for  its  pre-  laudable  enough,  but  none  of  more  cer- 
sident;  who,  from  his  having  held  that  tain  and  extensive  utility  than  that 
ofllce  at  two  former  meetings,  must  contemplated  in  the  refused  grant, 
have  been  well  acquainted  with  the        When  the  British  Association  was 
best  mode  of  promoting  and  transacting  first  formed,  medicine  had  its  repre- 
the  business  of  the  section.   Yet,  whilst  sentatives  among  its  founders ;  and  it 
other  sections  met  and  were  in  full  'was  urged  by  these  that  many  depart- 
operation,  we  find  that  the  medical  de-  ments  of  medical  science  might  derire 
partment  was  a  blank  during  the  first  much  benefit  from  the  plan  of  co-opera- 
three  days  of  the  meeting.    "  Section  tive   and   concentrative   investigation 
E.  Thursday,  nt7.  Friday,  «t/.  Saturday,  which  was  to  be  the    distinguishing 
hU  .'"  Thus  report  the  newsi>apers.  On  feature  of  this  Association.    How  fiur 
the  following  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  these  anticipations  have  been  realised 
section  did  meet,  when  some  communi-  may  best  be  answered  by  re^rring  to 
cations  were  read  and  discussed ;  and  the  reports  of  the  medical  section  pub- 
^hus  ended  the  diphemeral  existence  of  lished  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Asso- 
the  medical  section  of  1841.  elation.    The  value  of  most  of  these 
And  what  pr  ospect  do  we  find  for  the  reports  cannot  be  questioned,  and  may 
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be  adduced  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  the  plan  of  the  BritiKh  Association  is 
claim  of  medicine  to  partake  in  the  capable  of  aiding  in  its  advancement 
proceedings  of  the  Association.  by  promoting  co-operation  for  given 
It  is  true  that  at  some  of  the  sectional  objects,  and  by  defraying  the  expense 
meetings,  communications  have  been  of  experiments, — means  offered  by  no 
read  and  observations  made  during  the  other  society  or  institution, 
discussions,  that  were  creditable  neither  But  we  do  exhort  the  medical  mem- 
to  their  authors  nor  to  those  who  ap-  bers  df  the  Association  to  claim  what  is 
plauded  them :  but  the  same  remark  Is  their  due  of  these  advantages,  and  thus 
abundantly  applicable  to  the  proceed-  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  section ; 
ings  of  other  sections ;  and  only  proves  and  if  this  cannot  be  effected  by  the 
a  want  of  due  vigilance  on  the  part  of  influence  of  those  medical  men  who 
the  committees,  whose  duty  it  is  to  arc  now  members  of  the  Council,  let 
take  care  that  the  communications,  as  others,  who  are  members  of  the  general 
well  as  the  discussions,  shall  be  worthy  committee,  move  that  a  due  proportion 
of  a  scientific  body.  of  the  contributions  of  those  who  Sub- 
It  becomes,  then,  a  matter  for  serious  scribe  for  the  sake  of  attending  the 
consideration  whether  the  medical  mem-  medical  section,  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
bers  of  the  British  Association  ought  to  ^wses  of  that  section. 

acquiesce  in  this  virtual  exclusion  from    — . 

their  share  in  the  resources  and  pro-  substance  or  A  clinical  lecturb 

ceedings  of  the  body  which  they  con-  ^^ 

tribute  to  support.    It  is  a  fact  that  a 

lai^  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  CHELOID   TUMORS, 

Association  are  medical  men.  These,  by  Given  at  St.  Geor^*»  Hoipiiait  May  2$ih, 

their  influence  and  exerUons,  as  well  g^  ^^  cjlsar  Hawkins. 

as  by  their   subscriptions,  have  ma-  

lerially  aided  in  establishing  and  main-  j  „^vb  recently  brought  under  your  notice  ' 

taining  its  prosperity ;  and  it  is  for  them  the  subject  of  cancer  of  cicatrices,  and  I 

now  to  consider  whether  they  will  sub-  have    been    asked    by    several    gentlemen 

t^     .»     i_       i_i             -J        r      ^u  whether  two  other  caaea  of  diaeaae  of  the 

mit  to  be  the  humble  providers  for  the  g^.„^  ^^^  j^  t^g  hospital,  are  also  of  a 

mathematicians,  the  meteorologists,  the  cancerous  nature.    In  fact,  however,  they  are 

ireoloirists,   &c.,   of  other   sections,  or  examples  of  a  rare  disease,  of  a  perfectly 

*,    V*       :         '.„         _^  ^,        ,  .          -  diflferent  character  from    cancer,   innocent 

whether  they  will  assert  the  claims  of  .^  .^^  ^^^^^  ^ut  very  curious  in  many 

their  own  section  to  a  due  share  in  the  points,     and,     moreover,     generally    in- 

funds  of  the  Association.    Beitremem-  curable.      It    was    described,    I    believe, 

-«  .1.  .  ^1.                 -1  *•          *  i.1.  finit  by  Alibert,  under  the   name  of  can- 

bered  that  the  appropriation  of  these  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^ome  of  his  works ;    but  the 

funds  to  the  purposes  of  science  is  the  best  description  of  it  is  by  Rayer,  in  his 

most  distinffuishing  characteristic    of  admirable    work    on    the    Skin,  who  has 

*u-     A       ^  *:^«    -«j   ;f    4\^^  ^^Ai^\  adopted  the  Greek  term,  ehelotd  tumor, 

this  Association,  and  if   the  medical  ^^^^  ^^^.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  t,,^  ^^^ 

section  do  not  get  the  benefit  of  this,  nieamng,  and  arising  from  little  prolonga- 

iU  connection  with  the  Association  be-  tions  of  the  tumor,  Uke  the  crab's  claws. 

.                  I  The  term    cancroid    tumor  seems  very 

cornea  merely  nominal.  objectionable,  however,  as  it  would  mUlead 

We  do  not  advise  our  professional  y^u  ^t^  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease, 

brethren  to  withdraw  from  the  Associa-  since  we  already  have  the  name  of  cancer, 

tion:  this  would  be  to  abandon  the  jSiS^aSST"  ' ^^^"JriS^ 

ground   which   they   have   a  right   to  ^^  diseases  are  perfectly  dissimilar  in  thdi 

maintain.     As  with  other  departments  nature.    The  difficulty  of  all  verbal  descrip. 

of  science,  so  with  regard  to  medicine,  tiomi  i»  "hewn  by  this  very  term,  as  it  has 
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led  to  a  singolar  collection  of  otaes  wider  time  of  their  appearance.    She  la  Tery  aati- 

Hub  name,  by  Dr.  Warren,  in  his  book  on  ject  to  hTiterical  fits,  and  her  whole  manner 

Tomors,  which  1  see  in  your  hands  occa-  is  nervous. — Ordered  a  sedative  lotion  of 

sionally,  —this  gentleman,  having  grouped  Goulard  and  laudanum,  shower-bath  daily, 

together,  under  the  name  of  cancroid  tumor,  and  a  mixture  of  decoction  of  aloea  and 

not  only  the  disease  that  Alibert  meant  by  spirit  of  ammonia  and  assafoetida  three  times 

it,  but  also  the  common  spider  ukvus,  and  ^iaUy. 

cases  of  fungus  hsematodes  with  extensive  The  other  case  now  under  our  notice  ia  a 

disease  of  the  glands !  patient  of  Mr.  Cutler's,  of  whom  I  have 

In  fact,  the  irregular  prolongations  in  received  the    following  notes :  —  Thooua 

question  are  by  no  means  univerMl, — per-  Cradock,  aet.  21,  was  admitted  on  the  12th 

haps  even  not  f  o  common  as  the  oval  or  of  the  present  month,  with  a  large  tumor,  of 

quadrangular  figure  in  the  two  cases  in  the  a  circular  or  quadrangular  shape,  situated 

hospital  at  present.     I  have  seen  it  in  a  about  the  centre  of  the  stemuo^:  it  ia 


marked  degree  in  one  case,  a  little  child,  what  larger  than  a  crown-piece,  and  ^pa- 
five  years  old,  who  had  suffered  from  small-  rendy  is  only  formed  in  the  skin  of  the  part. 
pox,  and  some  weeks  afterwards  two  or  It  is  elevated  about  a  quarter  of  an  buh 
three  of  the  cicatrices  became  affected  with  from  the  surface,  and  it  has  an  abrapt 
some  new  action,  with  much  heat  and  pain ;  max^gin  ;  it  is  of  a  somewhat  reddish  colour, 
in  consequence  of  which  a  reddish  growth  some  parts,  however,  bemg  whiter  than  the 
formed  in  each  place  in  the  skin,  rather  rest,  and  the  surface  is  a  little  corrugated, 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  high,  the  and  irrc^arly  depressed,  though  nearly^flat- 
centre  being  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  over  the  whole.  There  is  another  stnaller 
inch  broad,  with  three  or  four  prolongations  tumor  near  it,  of  similar  nature,  forming  an 
from  it  of  about  half  an  inch  more,  each  oval  prominence,  half  an  inch  in  length,  with 
gradually  ending  in  the  healthy  skm.  This  the  skin  wrinkled  over  it.  He  complaina  o  f 
was  an  example  of  the  disease  in  a  more  much  shooting  pain  in  these  parts.  He 
active  state,  with  much  more  vascularity  of  states  that  the  lax|^r  of  these  tumors  haa 
the  new  growth  than  in  the  two  cases  before  existed  for  about  ten  years,  and  that  he 
us,  which  are  of  the  more  common  chronic  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  on  the  part  a 
character.  short  time  before  it  formed.    He  has  had  it 

The  term  cheloid  tumor  means  exactly  twice  removed,  the  first  time  by  ligature 

the  same  thing  as  the  cancroid  growth  of  and  afterwards  by  caustic,  but  it  never  waa 

AUbert ;   nevertheless  it  does  not  seem  so  so  large  as  it  is  at  present.     You  saw  them 

objectionable  as  the  other,  as  the  difference  removed  last  week  ^on  the  20th)  by  Ailr. 

of  sound  from  the  term  cancer  previously  in  Cutler,  by  an  incision  including  an  oval 

use  is  less  likely  to  lead  to  conftision  by  the  piece  of  skin  with  both  tumors,  and  the 

different  morbid  growths  being  confounded  edges  were  then  brought  together  by  suture, 

together.  The  appearance,  on  a  section  of  the  part,  le 

One  of  the  cases  now  in  the  hospital  before  you. 
is  that  of  Mary  Moody,  et.  25,  who  was        Some  gentlemen  present  wiU  perhi^is  re* 

admitted  under  my  care  last  week.  May  member  another  case,  that  of  a  little  girl, 

19th.    This  young  woman  has  several  flat  who  was  operated  on  by  Mr.  Babington, 

elevations  of  the  skin  of  the  left  breast,  about  two  years  ago,  I  think.    She  waa 

which  altogether  cover  nearly  all  the  upper  about  12  years  of  age,  and  had  been  burnt 

half  of  the  gland :   they  are  painful,  espe-  on  the  abdomen  when  young.    A  year  before 

cially  when  handled,  and  the  whole  sur&oe  her  admission,   two  points  of  slun,  about 

of  the  mamma  is  tender  when  touched.  The  four  inches  apart,   began  to  grow  in  the 

tumors  are  somewhat  oval  in  shape,  and  cicatrix,  and  formed  ultimately  two  tumors, 

from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long  and  half 

diameter ;  and  there  are  five  or  six  of  them,  an  inch  wide  :    they   were   smooth,  and 

She  says  they  first  made  their  appearance  nearly  of  the  natural  colour,   or  a  little 

two  years  ago  as  *'  little  knobs''  in  the  skin,  redd^,  and  elevated  about  three  lines ;  and 

whidi  after  a  time  ulcerated,  and  since  that  they  felt  very  hot  and  tendn'  to  the  patient, 

time     they    have    occasionally    ulcerated  Mr.  Babington  removed  them  by  incision, 

slightly,  the  last  time  being  three  or  four  Whether  they  returned  again  I  know  not ; 

months  ago.    They  are  of  a  whiter  colour  but  it  is  not  always  quite  fidr  to  praanme 

than  the  rest  of  the  skin,  and  firmer  in  that  a  disease  haa  not  reappeared  when  tlw 

texture,  and  are  elevated  about  a  line  only  patient    has    not  presented  himadf  again 

above  die  general  surface.  The  pain  in  these  to  notice. 

tumors  is  such  as  to  keep  her  awake  at        Rayer  says,  the  cheloid  tumor  does  not 

night.     Her  countenance  is  pale,  but  she  ulcerate;  but  Alibert's  observations  were  dif* 

appears  to  be  otherwise  in  good  health,  ferent ;  and  you  see  in  my  patient  *h^t  there 

Catamenia  regular,  but  profuse  in  quantity,  has  been  superficial  ulceration,  though  it  is 

and  the  pain  is  generally  lessened  at  the  now  healed)  and,  in  another  case,  I  have 
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Imofm  the  tikeratloii  to  remain  fbr  a  great  wrinkled ;  or  opposite  ends  of  the  same  tumor 

length  of  time.    This  was  in  a  woman ,  30  may  present  these  different  appeannces. 

years  of  age,  who  was  sent  up  to,  me  from  a  The  gki^e  of  tiie  cheloid  tumor  may  he 

disfaif^ce  in  the  oomtry,  with  very  extensiye  round  or  oval,  or  quadrangular,  or  yery  ir- 

iileeration  over  the  sldn  of  one  hreast,  and  regular ;   and  the   prolongations  from  the 

the  dwst  ahof  e  it,  in  a  considerable  number  b<^y  or  angles  of  the  tumor,  from  which  it 

of  what  I  beliere  to  have  been  these  flat  cu-  derives  its  name,  two  or  three  perhaps  in 

taneons  tumors.    They  had  begun  eighteen  number,  are  very  irregular,  bdng  straight  or 

montfas  before  I  saw  her,  after  a  blow,  and  curved,  and  gradually  ending  in  a  point,  or 

an  lame  had  been  made  for  them,  the  nice-  ceasing  more  abruptly  with  a  smooth  round 

ration  having  spread  over  them  afterwards,  extremity.    These  claws,  or  branches,  some- 

I  saw  this  woman  last  autumn  in  the  country,  times  lie  under  a  considerable  portion  of  the 

nearly  three  years  sfter  she  was  in  the  hos-  thickness  of  the  cutis,  having  the  appear- 

pltal,  and  although  much  better,  there  was  ance  of  a  guinea-worm  or  other  solid  body 

still  some  ulceration,  and  several  tumors  under  the  skin,  giving  you  the  appearance 

now  cicatrised.    Tliis  woman  had  the  same  you  saw  in  the  smaller  and  more  recent  of 

hysterical  constitution  and  acute  sensibility  these  two  which  Mr.  Cutler  excised;  and  the 

of  skin  that  my  present  patient  possesses,  epidermis  in  this  state  of  tumor  may  be  in 

She   suffered  such   intense  pain    that  she  little  scales  on  the  surface. 

begged  to  have  the  breast  amputated,  which  Their   number  varies,    being  single,   or 

I  did  not  choose  to  do ;  indeisd,  the  disease  double,  or  perhaps  there  are  several  in  the 

had  spread  to  a  considerable  distance  beyond  same  person ;  if  there  are  one  or  two  they 

it«    llie  irritation  of  the  ulcers  had  at  that  are  sometimes  quite  distinct,  though  near 

time  caused  some  enlargement  of  the  axillary  each  other,  as  in  Mr.  Cutler's  case ;  or,  if 

glands ;  but,  although  supposed  by  herself  numerous,  they  may  be  partly  confluent,  as 

to  be  cancer,  the  disease  had  no  one  point  of  in  my  own  patient ;  and  they  may  be  several 

resemblance,  except  the  intense  pain.    The  inches  apart,  as  in  Mr.  Babington's  little 

ulcers  themselves  were  much  more  like  the  girl. 

raw  surface  of  ulcerated  condylomata.  The  tymptamt  they  produce  vary  fh>m  a 

Such,  then,,  is  the  history  of  five  cases  of  sense  of  heat  or  itching  to  intense  pain,  which 

this  disease,  which  I  have  seen,  and  I  think  is  described  as  of  a  burning  kind ;  and  this 

there  were  some  othcn  previously  which  I  may  be  so  great  as  quite  to  affect  tiie  health, 

did  not  then  distinctly  recognise :  some  of  especially  if  there  is  the  additional  hysterical 

yon  have  also  seen  tiiree  instances,  and  all  of  pain  of  the  skin,  as  in  both  my  patients,  in 

yon  two  cases  of  this  nSe  disease ;  of  which  whom  the  breastwastheseat  of  the  disorder ; 

AHbert  only  appean  to  have  seen  eight  cases,  in  the  present  one  you  find  frequent  fits  of 

when  he  wrote  his  description  of  it,  to  which  convulsions,  and  excessive  tenderness  both  of 

Rayer  has  added  fk^e  more,  which  he  had  the  tumors  and  around  them.    Tliis  pton  is 

witnessed ;  and,  to  make  the  subject  dear  made  worse  by  increase  of  the  circulation,  as 

to  yon,  I  will  next  give  you  a  short  general  by  exercise,  or  friction,  or  by 'agitation  of 

acoovrnt  of   the  cheloid   tumor,   including  mind,  or  by  menstruation  commonly ;  but, 

some  points  of  their  observation,  as  well  as  in  our  present  female  patient,  it  is  lessened 

my  own.  at  those  periods.    In  the  young  man  the 

Hie  ^ptaroMict  of  the  tumor  is  that  of  a  pain  is  not  near  so  great ;  snd  sometimes 
simple  elevation  of  the  skin,  of  a  pale  red  the  tumor  will  be  quite  indolent,  so  as  to 
c^ur,  sometimes  more  vivid  than  in  either  occasion  hardly  any  pain  whatever. 
of  the  two  cases  you  have  seen ;  and  the  The  tear  of  the  patients  is,  according  to 
vessels  on  the  snrfsoe  are  somewhat  larger  Alibert,  generally  female,  and  hence  he  calls 
than  in  the  a4joiniBg  skin,  and  by  their  alte-  the  disease  a  disorder  of  the  absorbent  sys- 
ration,  from  heat  or  excitement  of  any  kind,  tem  ;  (how  the  fact  would  prove  this,  how- 
the  appearance  of  the  tumor  varies  from  ever,  if  true,  I  know  not ;)  Rayer,  on  the 
time  to  time.  Yon  mar  see  some  white  lines  contrary,  saw  the  cheloid  tumor  in  four  men, 
nmning  across  the  devation,  giving  it  a  and  only  one  woman ;  for  myself,  I  have 
diiivelled  aspect ;  and  if  it  has  diminished  in  seen  it  in  two  women  and  one  female  child, 
sise,  the  whole  growth  looks  not  unlike  a  in  one  man,  and  in  a  child,  whose  sex  I  do 
tough  ckatrix,  as  in* this  plate  of  Rayer 's,  not  remember.  Probably  both  sexes,  there- 
in which  the  tumor  arose  in  a  scar.  The  fore,  are  nearly  equally  liable  to  it;  and 
tumor  is  fixed  and  fbrm,  and  resisting  to  the  Rayer  says  it  is  in  persons  of  lymphatic 
toQcb,  especially  if  it  is  on  the  increase ;  the  temperament  that  it  takes  place. 
sni&oe  is  flat,  or  a  little  depressed  in  the  With  regard  to  the  age  of  the  patient, 
centre,  if  stationary,  and  more  elevated  and  Rayer  says  that  he  has  not  observed  it  pre- 
roond  if  it  is  increasing ;  and  if  there  are  vious  to  the  second  dentition ;  and  that 
mora  than  one,  you  may  often  perceive  one  most  of  the  patients  whose  cases  had  been 
elevated    snd    smooth,    while    another    is  published  were  adults  or  aged  persons.     I 
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hKfe  seen  it  at  the  age  of  12,  and  In  one  ibe  akin  doea,  Borftmgottiif  it  benloefilads 

child  at  5 ;  oonaeqnently  before  the  aeoond  and  the  ntoationof  thetnmoroauUy,  which 

dentition  was  over,  at  all  eTenta— auppoting  ia  rare  for  canoer,  and  the  yonth  of  many, 

it  to  have  commenced     The  young  man  ia  would  help  the  diatinction,  notwithatanding 

21,  the<female  25,  and  another  30  yeaia  of  Alibert'a  perplexing  aimilarityof  name.    At 

age.    Perhaps,  therefore,  it  might  form  at  firat  sight  the  tumor  might  look  like  n  ue- 

any  age.  Tua,  but  ita  firmneaa  and  flatneas,  and  want 

-  Next,  as  to  their  «t/tia/toi».    Alibert  aays  of  Taacnlarity,  will  dieectly  ahew  the  want  of 

they  occur  almoet  always  on  the  atemum ;  reaemblanoe. 

six  out  of  his  eight  cases  having  been  thus  In  the  next  place,  aa  to  the  i€»iwr9  and 

formed ;  Rayer  aSso  had  three  caaea  in  the  ttppeanmee  of  the  tumor  on  dimtetiom.   No 

aame  situation ;  the  other  two  being  on  the  mention  ia  made  by  AMbert  and  Rayer  of 

buttock  and  the  face,  and  Alibert's  on  the  this  important  part  of  the  hiatory  of  the 

free  and  the  neck.    Out  of  the  fire  cases  cheloid  tumor.    Before  I  had  seen  Raynr'a 

that  have  fallen  under  my  notice,  one  was  work  I  had  made  notea  of  the  ^ppearanoe  of 

on  the  face  and  forehead,  another  on  the  ab-  the  tumors  which  Mr.  Babington  remoted, 

domen,  two  on  tift  breast,  and  one  only  on  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  fonned  by  the 

the  sternum :  one  of  those  beginning  on  the  whole  thickness  of  the  cutis,  thickened  and 

breast  subsequently  spread  a  little  beyond  ekerated,  and  with  ita  tisane  unraveUed,  aa  it 

it  on  the  chest.  were ;  so  that  fibrona  bands  ran  in  a  retkn- 

Next  as  to  the  eonae*  of  the  disease.  In  lated  manner  throngh  the  tumor,  with  the 
the  young  man  the  tumor  is  ascribed  to  the  usual  cellular  appearance  of  the  akin  bo- 
kick  of  a  horse ;  in  the  woman,  to  a  blow ;  tween  the  meahes,  but  without  any  new  de- 
and  in  my  other  female  patient,  from  the  posit  of  any  kind  in  the  etmetura.  Intfaeae 
aame  cause.  It  arisea  alao  in  the  dcatriz  of  preparationa,  remored  by  Mr.  Cntlert  yon 
small-pox,  or  of  a  bum,  aa  the  other  two  may  aee  exactly  the  same  appearanooy  hot 
cases  shew  you ;  or  prdbafaiy  from  any  ex-  somewhat  firmer  and  harder ;  but  in  the 
citing  cause  in  which  the  skin  is  altered ;  and  amaUer  of  the  two,  in  which  it  may  be  anp- 
sometimes  they  would  appear  to  arise  with-  posed  to  be  in  a  very  early  stage,  yon  may 
out  any  obrious  cause.  perodTe  a  small  oval  snbstenoe,  covered  by 

Theor  progref§,  when  once  formed,  varies  the  outer  layer  of  the  cutis,  vrith  the  cntkle 

much ;  sometimes  they  slowly  and  nninter-  in  a  natural  condition,  while  the  deeper  por- 

ruptedly  increase,  and  alter  their  shape  by  tion  of  the  cutia  is  also  nnahanged ;  the  tn- 

irregularity  of  growth,  or  by  sending  out  mor  itself,  scarcely  more  than  tiie  sixe  of  a 

their    characteristic    branches  ;    sometimes  laige  pin's  bead  in  diameter,  is  therefore  in 

they  grow  to  a  certain  sise,  and  then  remain  the  central  part  of  the  cutia,  and  rnnsiafa  of 

stationary ;   occasionally,  as  in  one  case  I  the  intermediate  layen  of  the  entia,  acaroely 

have  seen,  they  may  durivel  and  lesaen,  or  distniguishable  from  the  rest  after  mnoe- 

nearly  disappear,  with  only  the  appearance  ration,  except  by  a  little  greater  hardneaa. 

of  a  scar  left  in  the  part.    They  do  not  ge-  Microscopical  examination  shews  that  thn 

nerally  affect  the  health  at  all,  as  you  saw  in  portion  poaaeases  the  aame  appearanoe  as 

the  young  man.     In  my  preaent  patient  Ae  the  ordinary  texture  of  the  skin  in  its  nor- 

health  is  much  affected  with  hysterical  symp-  mal  condition.     I  requested  Mr.  Toynbee, 

toms ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  di-  who  is  more  used  to  the  mierosoope  tfaui  I 

reedy  owing  to  the  tnmon.     In  one  of  my  am,  to  examine  seotiona  of  eadi  of  these 

other  cases,  the  woman's  health  was  ob-  tumors,  on  the  day  they  were  taken  ont, 

yiottdy  much  deterionted  by  the  pain  and  without  telling  him  what  they  were;  and 

irritetion  of  the  tumora  when  in  an  ulcerated  his  note  to  me  says :— *'  I  have  f^aminfil 

state ;  and  when  I  saw  her  again,  she  had  with  care  the  specimens  that  yon  broqght 

recovered  from  theae  effeeto,  the  tumors  be-  me,  but  I  fear  that  at  preaent  the  nucro- 

ing    comparatively    indolent    nearly    three  aoope  will  not  throw  much  light  upon  the 

yean  afterwards.    At  all  evente  there  was  nature  of  theae  morbid  atmotuna.     let.  Ibe 

no  appearance,  even  in  thia  caae,  of  cance-  two  amalkr  alices  (teken  from  the  larger 

roua  deterioration  of  the  aystem,   though  tumor)  appear  to  be  composed  of  delieate 

some  had  supposed  the  tnmon  to  be  of  tl^  oellulo«fibrous  tissue,  among  wiiich  very  few 

nature.  cells  can  be  traced.  *   2d^  Seetiona  of  the 

litde  need  be  said  of  A'o^nons,  for  the  growth  in  the  integument  (the  amaU  recent 

tomor  ia  quite  peculiar  in  appeamnce.     Oo-  tumor)  present  alao  a  very  fine  lax  tJanva,  in 


casionally,  indeed,  in  an  early  atage,  it  may  which  are  interspersed  nndeafced  ealla."     I 

be  aomewhat  like  a  canceroua  tubercle  in  fear  this  does    not  enlighten  you  »ndi. 

the  skin ;  but  it  is  redder  and  more  irregu-  In  fact,  hithortn.  the  microaeope  doca  not 

lar,  and  less  elevated,  and  its  progress  soon  seem  to  have  shewn  much  more  than  the 

shews  the  difference  of  the  caaes,  the  new  naked  eye  can  peraeive ;  and  sometimce  it 

growth  never  becoming  warty,  as  cancer  of  shews  even  less  dutinction  between  natural 
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and   morbid   tifiuet ;  referring   tfaem    all  '    Snch,  then,  being  an  aooouit  of  tiili  rare 

indiscriminately  to  nearly    the  aame  ele*  and  lingular  formation,  let  ua  next  consider 

nentary  parts.    Bach,  at  least,  is  tfaeim-  the  treatment  applicable  to  it.    And  if  it  be, 

preasion  with  which  one  rises  horn  a  perusal  as  I  suppose  it  is,  innocent  in  its  nature, 

of  Miilkr's  recent  researches  on  the  intimate  there  is  no  harm  in  trying  to  relieve  or  cue 

■tmctnre  of  tumors.  the  complaint ;  it  is  not,  as  in  cancer,  that 

1^   nature   of  these    tumors    appears  you  thus  trifle  away  the  time,  till  the  oppor* 

to  me,  therefore,  to  be  little  more  than  tunity  for  operation  has  gone  by. 

wmple  hyptrtrophy  of  the  skin,  in  which  a.  An  operation  for  its  removal  by  the 

the    texture    is    unravelled,    as    it   were,  knife  fireqnently  fidls.     I  do  not  know  the 

in  the  way  that   you   may  see  in  many  results  in  Mr.  Babington's  case ;  so  we  will 

eases  of  anasarca ;    only,  instead  of  mere  hope  that  it  is  cured,  as  die  girl  has  not 

serum,    you     have     a     more     organised  returned.    The  tumor  in  Mr.  Cutler's  case 

deposit  in  the  interftlamentous  parts.     If  was  of  a  large-sise,  and  was,  therefore,  very 

the  hard  bands  and  growths  of  bums  are  proper  for  removal,  especially  as  the  ligatura 

taken  as  analogous  to  the  chdoid  tumor,  and  caustic  had  previously  been  tried  in- 

but  in  a  more  active  state,  you  have  some  effectuaUy.     But  Alibert  and  Rayer  both 

confirmation  of  this  opinion,  since  these  speak  of  the  tumor  generally  returning  after 

■ubsatnoes  are  not  mere  contracted  cicatrices,  it  has  been  excised;  perhaps,  therefore,  it 

as  you  might  imagine  from  some  descrip-  may  again  come  bade,  as  it -has  twice  beibre. 

tions,  but  actual  morbid  growths,  which  In  one  case  published  by  Dr.  Warren  he  has 

occur  on  the  surface  without  any  contrac*  given  a  plate  of  this  curious  droumstanoe— 

tion,  and  increase  to  a  great  thickness,  and  that  after  the  removal  of  one  tumor  of  this 

which  are  yet  only  a  vascular  hypertrophied  description,  seven  fresh  ones  made   thdr 

condition  of  cutis*    The  cheloid  tumor  is  appearance ;  namely,  one  long  one  in  the 

perhaps  most  like  a  chronic  and  hardened  central  line  of  the  inoiaion,  and  aix  othera  of 

condyloma  ;    only    the    latter    affect    the  a  smaller  sise,  representing  the  apertures 

anrftioe  of  the  cutis,  and  are  generally  de-  made  by  these  ligatures  that  had  been  used 

prived  of  cutide,  and  moist,  because  they  in  the  previous  (Operation*. 

occur  only  where  surfiKses  are  kept  moist  It  is  not  very  surprising  that  a  diaeaae, 

and  in  contsot ;  as  in  a  girl  in  the  hospital  which  is  yet  not  malignant,  ahovdd  thus 

some  time  ago,  who  not  only  had  them  in  return,  since  we  find  warts  in  the  same 

the  usual  situations,  on  the  labia  and  thighs,  manner  very  difficult  to  eradicate,  and  their 

but  had  great  masses  also  in  the   adlUe  own  secretion  seems  eapabk  of  propagating 

and  umbilicus,  where  the  secretions  were  the  formation ;  there  is  a  disposition  in  the 

retained.  texture  of  the  skin,  or  in  the  constitution. 

One  might  almost  take  warts,  condylo-  for  them  to  grow  frequentiy,  and  in  great 

mata,    and    chdoid    tumors,    as    different  numbers,  and  at  last,  perh^s,  they  cease 

degrees  of  similar  enlargement,  according  as  altogetiier  in  some  unaccountable  manner. 

the  papilbe  chiefly,  or  tiie  outer  sur&oe,  or  This  tendency  to  reproduction  in  the  didoid 

the  whole  thickness  of  the  cutis,  were  the  tumor  shews  us,  however,  that  when  we 

seat  of  the  hypertrophy ;  allowing,  also,  for  operate  we  should  do  so  freely,  with  i^  good 

different  degrees  of  moisture  and  rapidity  of  died  of  surrounding  skin.    Dr.  Warren  says 

growth  s    or  you   might   almost   add  the  tiiat,  in  one  case,  in  whidi  great  attention 

Barbadoes  leg,  and  tumors  of  the  scrotum  was  thus  paid  to  the  operation,  the  tumor  was 

and  labia  of  the  same  disease,  in  which  the  finally  eradicated,  dthoogh  it  had  repeatedly 

subcutaneous  tSssue  is  ahw  diseased ;  while  returned  before,  after  less  skin  had  been 

the  growths   of  bums  give  you  andogous  removed. 

hypertrophy  of  the  new  tissue  of  dcatrices  h.  Probably  we  have  the  same   choice 

in  a  state  of  mere  inflammation.  between  tiie  knilb  and  the  caustic  that  we 

It  would  thus  appear,  as  in  all  simple  have  in  csnoer,  but  you  percdve  that  it  has 

growths  of  naturd  tissue,  that  the  cheloid  been  used  ineffectually  in  Mr.  CutieHs  case, 

tumor  is  innocent  in  its  character,  and  is  as  well  as  the  ligature,  which  last  seems  to 

only  a  chronic  tumor  of  the  cutis.     Alibert  be  a  bad  way  of  operating  in  any  case, 

supposes  it  may  be  intermediate  between  Circumstances  may  raider  dther  the  knife 

dartre  and  cancer,  possessing  the  sealiness  of  or  caustic  preferable  to  the  other  in  particular 

the  one,  and  the  pain  of  Uie  otiier.     The  cases,  but  if  caustic  is  mnployed,  it  most,  of 

two  diseases  Qi  so  unmeaning  a  term  as  course,  firam  the  structure  of  the  diseased 

dartre  be  used)  have,    however,    nothing  pstt,  be  so  applied  as  to  destroy  the  whole 

whatever  in  common,  nor  the  dieldd  tumor  thickness  of  the  cutis,  and  act  a  little  beyond 

with  dther ;  unless,  peihaps,  some  eases  of  the  tumor  itsdf. 

mild  superficid  cancer  of  the  skin  have  been     — 

confounded  with  the  cheloid  himor.  for  one  ^-^  u^»d  tbjt  U  ta  ^S\l^^^ 

plate  looks  very  bke  ulcerated  cancer  of  Uie  ^^  appeanmceii  in  each  of  the  panctures  of 

skin.  the  needles  as  in  Dr.  Warren's  case. 
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c.  But  the  remoyal  of  the  whole  diseased  e.  It  does  not  appear  that  iDtemal  reixw- 
structure,  either  by  operation  or  by  caustic,  dies  are  likely  to  be  of  much  service  for  this 
is  not  always  practicable ;  in  my  present  local  growth.  Rayer  does  not  appear  to  ha^e 
patient,  for  instance,  and  in  a  previous  one,  made  many  trials  to  cure  the  disease,  either 
where  the  skin  of  the  breast  was  affected,  by  local  or  general  remedies,  but  Alibert 
the  diseased  structure  was  much  too  exten-  made  numerous  attempts  to  do  so,  he  tellj 
sive  for  removal,  unless  in  some  worse  us,  but  found  them  all  fail.  In  this  patient 
disease  than  this  is,  in  which,  as  in  cancer,  I  have  ordered  assafoetida,  and  the  shower 
severer  plans  may  be  justifiable.  It  has  bath,  and  purgatives,  with  a  view  to  her  ex- 
been  observed  in  some  rare  cases  that  the  cessively  nervous  temperament,  and  hysteri* 
new  growth  has  ceased  to  increase,  and  has  cal  fits,  and  the  latter  symptom  is  already 
shrivelled  up,  and  almost  dispersed  of  itself,  better.  In  the  other  woman,  I  have  learnt 
It  is  possible  that  we  may  sometimes  imi-  that  her  usual  medical  attendant,  partly  by 
tate  this  natural  cure,  by  some  applications  my  advice,  has  tried  variouB  means,  both 
of  astringent  qualities,  which  may  dry  up  before  the  shorf  time  she  was  under  my 
the  surface,  as  it  were,  without  inducing  care,  and  subsequently — sarsapariUa,  and 
ulceration  or  sloughing.  In  the  child  in  other  tonics,  and  alteratives,  and  purgatives^ 
whom  it  took  place  after  small  pox,  I  believe  oxymuriate,  and  other  mercurials,  and 
that  much  good  was  done  by  a  strong  solu-  iodine  in  some  forms,  but  at  the  end  of 
tion  of  lunar  caustic,  and,  perhaps,  nitric  above  four  years,  the  disease  remains,  though 
acid,  sulphate  of  copper,  and  iodine,  with  the  general  health  has  much  improved,  and 
iodide  of  potassium,  may  each  act  In  strong  the  ulceration  and  local  suffering  have 
solution  in  a  similar  manner,  being  applied  proportionately  lessened.  It  is  probable 
with  a  brush,  and  immediately  dried  again,  that  there  is  no  specific,  either  local  or 
leaving  the  surface  corrugated ;  or,  perhaps,  general,  for  the  complaint,  and  that  the 
lunar  caustic  in  substance,  applied  so  as  to  ordinary  rules  of  attention  to  the  health  may 
make  a  dry  thin  eschar,  may  answer  the  do  some  little  good,  but  cannot  effect  a 
same  purpose.     In  the  acute  thickening  of  cure. 

bums,  I  have  often  known  the  new  growths       /.  It  will  remain,  then,  for  us  to  endeavour 

checked,  and  the  pain  immediately  relieved,  to  ^oothe  the  state  of  the  patient,  and  relieve 

by  the  continued  application  of  oil  to  the  the  pain,   and  perhaps  in   some   measure 

surface,  by  means  of  a  piece  6f  lint ;  and  check  the  disease,  and  improve  the  general 

perhaps  this  may  have  some  influence  also  health  by  some  of  these  means  I  have  spoken 

on   the   apparently   analogous    growth    of  of;  and  that  we  should  seldom  have  recourse 

the  cheloid  tumor.     I  learnt  this  first  from  to  operation,  as  being  not  often  necessary 

a  patient  in  whom  several  points  of  painful  for  a  non-malignant  disease,  and  also  because 

growth  and  contraction  were  taking  place  on  experience  shews  that  it  has  generally  failed ; 

the  neck  and  chest,  and  to  whom  some  friend  and,  finally,  that  if  we  do  have  recourse  to 

had  recommended  neatsfoot  oil.     I  thought  the  knife,  or  to  the  use  of  caustic,  they  must 

any  otHer  oil  would  produce  the  same  in-  be  employed  so  as  to  destroy  the  whole 

fluence,  which  I  have  found  in  reality  very  disease  in  a  free  manner. 

beneficial,  and  so  I  understand  some  of  my 

colleagues  have  also  done  since  I  tried  it, 
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erasing.  ^  ,  ^  ^  Friday,  August  27, 1841. 

a.  In  the  pamful  or  in  the  ulcerated  state 
of  the  tumor,  I  presume  the  ordinary  ap-          Be/ore  Mr,  Juttict  Wightman  and  a 
plications  useful    in    ulcers    will  promote  SpeeialJury, 

dcatrization,  and  act  as  sedatives.      I  have „ . 

ordered,  in  this  patient  of  mine,  .  rtrong  "'",^*""uT^f  °       '  """■"  *" 

solution  of  gonlaiTand  tandwran.;  whidi.  iS  apothecabibs,  ver«u  ob««noooh. 

the  few  days  she  has  used  it,  has  given  some  _ 

relief.     A  lotion  of  prussic  acid  will  proba-  ^his  was  an  action  brought  to    recover 

bly  do  the  same.    The  various  ointments  of  penalties  aUeged  to  have  been  incurred  by 

iodide  of  lead,  or  mercury,  may  be  tried,  or  ^^  defendant  by  having  practised  as   an 

lotions  of  mineral  acids,  or  black  wash,  or  apothecary  at  St.   Helen's,  in  Lancashire, 

simple  Ume  water,  or  the  different  prepara-  ^^^out  having  obtained  the  certificate  of 

tionsofzinc,  andso  on.      In  our  patient,  qaalification  required  by  the  55  Geo.  III. 

ulceration  has  several  times  returned  after  ^'    ^34.      The    action    was    tried  at    the 

the  surface  had  quite  healed ;  and  such  was  Liverpool  summer  assizes  of  1839,  when  a 

the  result  in  the  other  ulcerated  case*.  verdict  was  found  for  the  defendant. 

— — _        The  Court  of  Queen's  fiench  having  set 

•  Since  this  lecture  was  given,  oil  and  lands-  - — — ^--— — — ^-— 

nuna,  and  strong  solution  of  iodine,  have  been  terical  state,  has  given  mncb  pain,  and  has  been 

tried,  each  apparently  at  first  with  some  diminu-  intermitted,  and  solution  of  sulpnate  of  copper 

tiou  of  the  tuniora,  but  the  latter,  in  her  hys-  ordered. 
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this  Terdict  aside,  and  directed  a  new  trial,  the  Act,  which  provides  that  it  shall'  not  be 

the  cause  now  came  on  for  trial  accordingly,  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  (except 

Mr.  Cresswell,  Mr.  J.  L.  Adolphus,  and  persons  already  in  practice  as  such)  toprac- 

Mr.  F.  Robinson,  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  tise  as  an  apothecary  in  any  part  of  England 

The  defendant  did  not  appear.  or  Wales,  unless  he  or  they  shall  have  been 

Mr.    Cresswell    addressed    the   jury    as  examined  by  the  Court  of  Examiners,  or  the 

follows : —  major  part  of  them,  and  have  received  acer- 

May  it  please  your  lordship  :  Gentlemen  of  tificate  of  his  or  their  being  duly  qualified  to 

the  jmry,  this  action  is  instituted  by  the  practise  as  such. 

Apothecaries'  Company  in  discharge  of  a  very  Gentlemen,  here  is  a  reservation  in  favour 

hnportant  public  duty  with  which  they  are  of  those  who  were  in  practice  at  the  time  the 

entrusted.     There  is  not  any  of  you  who  statute  passed,   in  order  that  any  vested 

can  entertain  the  least  doubt  of  it  being  rights  should  not  be  invaded  by  a  statutary 

absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be  authority.      This  present  defendant  could 

some  superintending  power  over  those  who  hardly  have  been  in  practice  at  that  time, 

practise  the  medical  profession.  because,  as  I  shall  shew  you,  he  would  be  a 

It  is  by  no  means  a  piece  of  policy  that  boy  of  eight  or  nine  years  old  ;  so  that  no 

is  confin^  to  that  profession.     In  various  question  can  arise  of  that  sort, 

other  instances  where  the  rights  of  mankind,  The  20th  section  imposes  a  penalty  on  all 

not  their  health,  are  concerned,  the  legislature  persons  practising  without  a  certificate.  The 

has  thought  fit  to  establish  certain  regulations  learned  counsel  read  the  20th  section,  and 

in  order  to  take  care  that  none  but  duly  then  proceeded — 

qualified  persons  shall  be  entrusted  with  the  Gentlemen,  I  shall  prove  to  you  that  this 

care    and    management    of    such    rights,  defendant  practised  as  an  apothecary  at  St. 

During  an  assi2e  it  is  brought  immediately  Helen's  for  a  considerable  time,  and  in  spite 

to  one's  recollection    that    attorneys  who  of  remonstrance. 

practise  in  this  court  are  bound  to  undergo  It  appears  that  his  sister — or  rather  that 

a  certain  period  of  instruction,  and  are  then  he, — ^had  set  up  a  druggist's  shop  in  his 

admitted  to  practise  under  certain  regula-  sister's  name.     His  sister's  name  was  over 

tions  established  by  statute.  the  door.     He  was  the  person  who  attended 

And,  gentlemen,  it  is  still  more  important  in  it ;  who  administered  medicines,  who  sold 

that  the  health  of  the  people  of  this  country  medicines  to  persons  who  came,  and  who 

should  be  guarded    in  this  manner,    and  attended  sick  persons  in  the  neighbourhood, 

especially  is  it  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  prescribing  and  administering  medicines, 

the  poorer  classes,  that  they  whose  necessities  Now,  gentlemen,  there  are  two  means  by 

may  tempt  them  to  go  to  an  inferior  class,  in  which  parties  attempt  to  evade  this  Act  of 

order  to  get  medicine  cheaper,  should  not  be  Parliament.     First,    they    call    themselves 

exposed  to  the  dangers  necessarily  incident  **  surgeons,"  and  they  think  that  by  calling 

to  taking  medicine  from  unskilful  and  un-  themselves  "surgeons"  they  are  beyond  the 

educated  persons.  reach  of  all  the  liabilities  attaching  to  them 

Long  ago,  a  charter  was  granted  to  the  as  apothecaries.  If  a  man  has  to  attend  any 
Apothecaries*  Company,  but  it  was  found  surgical  case,  for  instance  a  broken  limb, 
that  their  means  of  doing  good  were  very  and  administers  medicines  merely  as  auxiliary 
much  limited,  and  a  public  Act  of  Parliament  to  his  operation  as  a  sui^geon,  that  is  prac- 
was  passed  in  the  year  1815,  for  the  purpose  tising  as  a  surgeon.  But  if  a  man,  calling 
of  preventing  uneducated  and  unauthorized  himself  a  surgeon,  is  invited  to  attend  a  case 
persons  from  practising  as  apothecaries  in  this  of  a  medical  description,  for  instance  for  a 
country;  and  it  would  be  found,  if  you  were  cough,  it  is  not  because  he  calls  himself  a 
to  inquire  throughout  the  country,  that  the  **  surgeon"  that  he  does  not  practise  as  an 
examination,  to  which  aspirants  to  that  pro-  apothecary.  Sometimes  they  try  to  get  rid 
fession  have  been  subjected  by  the  Apothe-  of  the  Act  by  saying  they  are  chemists  and 
caries'  Company,  has  done  a  great  deal  to  druggists;  but  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a 
raise  the  standard  of  medical  knowledge  in  chemist  and  druggist  to  prescribe  medicines ; 
this  country.  And,  gentlemen,  it  is  with  and  the  newspapers  must  have  informed  you 
the  view  of  discharging  this  important  duty,  of  the  calamitous  accidents  resulting  from 
and  very  ht  from  having  a  desire  either  to  persons  in  chemists'  shops  venturing  to  ad- 
press  hardly  on  this  defendant,  or  to  put  minister  medicines.  I  wUl  read  a  short 
money  into  the  funds  of  the  Society,  that  paragraph  from  a  judgment  given  some  years 
this  action  is  instituted.  ago  on  the  subject  by  a  learned  judge.     He 

Gentlemen,  the  statute  I  speak  of  was  says,  "Thebusinessof  a  surgeon  is,  properly 

passed  in  the  year  1815,  and  at  that  time  a  speaking,  the  treatment  of  external  ailments 

clause  was  introduced  compelling  all  persons  and  injuries  of  the  limbs.     With  a  view  to 

who  meant  to  practise  as  apothecaries  to  the  recovery  of  a  patient  in  a  case  of  that 

submit    to    a    certain    examination.      The  description  he  may  perhaps  prescribe  and 

learned  counsel  then  read  the  14th  section  of  dispense  medicine.     But  the  act  has  drawn 
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the  distmetion  between  the  yftrions  depart-  serve  pills  aeroos  the   counter  Urst — wky 

ments  of  the  art  with  great  precimon.    A  should  he  be  allowed  to  practise  after  as  an 

chemist  may  prepare  and  yend,  but  not  pre-  apothecary,  when  a  person  regokrlj  educated 

scribe  or  administer  medicine.    Each  is  pro-  as  an  apothecaTjt  if  not  examined,  could  not 

tected  in  his  own  branch,  and  neither  must  do  so  ?    Therefore  it  seemed  to  those  who 

interfere  with  the  province  of  the  other.  We  were. engaged  in  the  cause,  that  that  learned 

think  the  plaintiff  has  interfered  with  the  judge  had  not  put  a  correct  construction  on 

province  of  the  apothecary,  and  that  there-  this  section,  but  that  tiie  meaning  of  it  was 

fore  this  rule  must  be  discharged."  that  a  cl^emist  and  druggist  could  gq  on  only 

That  was  a  case  where  a  surgeon  sought  "  in  buying,  preparing,  compounding,  diis- 

to  recover  for  his  attendance  and  medicine  pensing,  and  vending  drags,  medicines,  and 

in  a  case  of  typhus  fever';  and  the  Court  medic^able  compounds.''  The  question  was 

held  that,  not  being  a  qualified  apothecary,  raised  before  liie  superior  Court,  where  they 

he  could  not  recover.     I  could  prove  many  decided  that  this  does  not  give  to  any  chemist 

cases  in  which  ibe  defendant  has  acted  as  an  the  power  of  acting  as  an  apothecary,  and 

apothecary,  but  I  shall  not  go  through  more  prescribing  medicines.    That  deciAon  being 

than  one  or  two.    The  defendant  is  not  herQ  given,  this  cause  was  brought  down  to  trial ; 

to  defend  the  action,  and  it  is  only  on  account  and  I  trust  that  as  there  is  a  solemn  judgment 

of  the  public  importance  of  the  matter  tiiat  of  a  siqierior  Court,  that  no  chemist  and 

I  am  going  through  the  statement.     I  shall  druggist  has  a  right  to  act  as  an  apothecary 

shew  that  this  pe^rson,  the  defendant,  was  in  dUpensing  medidnes  otherwise  than  by 

residing  at  St.  Helen's ;  that  various  persons  the  prescriptions  of  authorised  persons,  it 

called  him  in  to  attend  on  them ;  that  he  did  will  tend  to  remove  any  misconception  that 

attend,  saying  sometimes  they  were  sick  of  a  may  have  arisen  since  that  trial  took  plaee. 

fever,  and  sdinetimes  of  a  cold.     I  tlnnk  his  I  shall  prove  the  case  very  shortly,  and  the 

favourite    disease    was    "pleurisy    fever,"  defendant,  after  hearing  that  judgment  in  his 

''  intermittent  fever."     On  one  occasion  he  own  case,  will  no  longer  attempt  to  practise 

stated  that  he  had  three  hundred  bills  to  I  should  think. 

make  up ;   and  I  think  you  will  be  quite  I  should  state  diat,  though  we  might  go 

certain  that,  if  the  AjKithecaries'  Company  for  many  penalties,  I  shall  only  ask  for  one, 

meant  to  act  on  the  powers  given  them  by  that  there  may  be  a  judgment  in  the  case 

this  Act  of  Parliament,  they  should  take  establishing  that  which  the  Company  have 

notice  of  a  case  like  the  present.  all  along  sought  to  establish  for  the  public 

Towards  the  close  of  this  statute  there  is  benefit,  and  in  discharge  of  their  public  duty* 

this  section :   "  Provided  always  and  be  it  Mary  Owen  examined — I  am  the  wife  of 

further  enacted,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  William  Owen,  of  Peasdy  Cross,  near  St. 

shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  Helen's.      I    lived  there  in    1839.     John 

prejudice  or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  trade  (3errard  lodged  with  me ;  he  was  the  guard 

or  business  Df  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  of  a  railway  carriage ;  he  was  taken  ill  in 

buying,  preparing,  compounding,  dispensing,  January,  1839,  and  died  in  the  February 

and  vending  drugs,  medicines,  and  medicina-  following.     I  know  the  defendant ;  he  lived 

ble  compounds,  wholesale  and  retail ;  but  all  in  St.  Helen's  at  that  time.     John  Gerard 

persons  using  or  exercising  the  said  trade  or  sent  me  to  fetch  the  defendant,  and  he 

business,  or  who  shall  or  may  hereafter  ex-  came ;  he  bled  J(An  Gerard,  and  told  me 

ercise  the  same,  shall  and  may  use,  exercise,  to  put  him  into  a  warm  bath :  he  ordered 

and  carry  on  the  same  trade  or  business  in  him  some  medicine ;   I  went  and  fetched 

such  manner,  and  all  fully  and  amply  to  all  some  of  it  myself  from  the  defendant's  riiop. 

intents  and  purposes,  as  the  same  trade  or  The  defendant  continued  to  attend  John 

business  was  used,  exercised,  or  carried  on,  Gerard  till  his  deaA.     On  the  Sunday  after 

by  chemists  and  druggists  before  tbo  passing  Gerard  was  taken  iU,  I  asked  the  defendent 

of  this  Act."  what  was  the  matter  with  him ;  he  said  It 

Now  this  cause  was  brought  to  trial  in  was  the  intermittent  fever ;  he  said  it  was 
this  place  once  before ;  and  the  learned  judge  betwixt  the  pleurisy  and  the  typhus, 
who  tried  it,  on  reading  this  section,  thought  Henry  Marsh  examined. — I  am  a  shop- 
it  was  a  question  wh^er,  before  this  Act  keeper  at  St.  Helen's.  My  wife  Elizabedi 
passed,  a  chemist  and  druggist  had  been  in  Marsh  was  taken  ill  in  the  summer  of  1839 ; 
the  habit  of  prescribing  medicines ;  because,  the  defendant  was  called  in  to  attend  her  aa 
he  said,  the  Act  allows  him  to  do  now  what  a  doctor ;  he  prescribed  medicines  for  her, 
he  could  do  before,  and  if  befere  that  Act  and  supplied  them;  he  said  her  complaint  was 
he  could  prescribe,  so  he  may  prescribe  since;  inflammatory  fever.  He  told  me  he  had 
leading  to  a  very  strange  conclusion,  and  cer-  upwards  of  300  patients — ^that  he  had  300 
tainly  repealing  the  Act  if  that  were  so,  and  bills  out.  The  defendant  is  about  thirty 
making  it  perfectly  nugatory.      For  why  years  of  age. 

shoulda  man  perfectly  uneducated — ^brought  Mr.  CressweU  said  he  thought  it  unne- 

into  a  shop  just  as  a  little  boy  perhaps,  to  cessary  to  offer  further  evidence. 
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Mr.  Jnidoe  Wigbtman  lammed  np  as  the  ordinary  selling  of  drags  (which  a  che- 

follows :  —  Gentlemen    of  the  jury  :   this  mist  or  druggist  may  do)  in  the  office  and 

action  is  brought  by  the  Master,  Wardens,  duty  of  an  apothecary,  which  is  not  only 

and  Society  of  Apothecaries,  against  Henry  selling  drugs  simply,    but    applying    and 

John  Greenottgb,  to  recover  a  penalty  from  administering  drugs,  which  he  Inmself  yends 

him  for  having  practised  as  an  apothecary  and  prepares, 

without  being  duly  qualified  so  to  do.  Now,  gentlemen,  in  this  esse  you  have 

In  the  year  1815,  an' Act  of  Parliament  the  evidenee  of  two  witnesses  who  spealc  to 

waa  passed  for  regulating  the  practice  of  the  defendant's  having  attended  two  patients 

apothecaries  throughout  England  and  Wales,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  an  apothecary.  The 

and  by  that  Act  it  was  declared  that  it  should  pdMies  were  ill.    They  were  not  surgical ' 

not  be  lawfnl  for  any  person  (except  persons  cases,  both  were  cases  of  fever,  and  were 

already  in  practice)  to  practise  as  an  apothe-  described  by  him  to  be  ''  betwixt  pleurisy 

cary  in  any  part  of  England  and  Wales,  and  typhus,"  and  **  an  inflammatory  fever." 

unless  he  should  have  been  examined  by  the  Gontlemen,  I  hardly  know  what  question 

Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Apothecaries'  tiiere  is  for  yon.    If  you  are  satisfied  that 

Company,    and  have  recdved  a  certificate  thQ  defendant  did   act  as  an  apothecary  on 

fit>m  them  of  his  qualification  to  practiae.  any  occasion,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  find  a 

Therefore,  unless  the  defendant  has  either  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.     If  you  think  he 

a  certificate  from  the  Court  of  Examiners,  did  not,  but  that  he  merely  acted  as  a  che- 

or  baa  been  in  practice  before  tlie  12th  of  mist  and  druggist,  (whidi,  as  it  seems  to 

July,  or  on  the  12th  of  July,  1815,  it  is  me,  we  are  not  warranted  by  this  evidence 

peiiAl  for  him  to  practise  as  an  apothecary.  in  believing,  for  he  administers  the  remedies 

According  to  the  evidence  of  the  last  wit-  which  he  himself  has  prescribed  and  pre- 

ness,  Greenough  appears  to  be  hardly  thirty  pared),  you  will  find  for  the  defendant, 

years  old  at  tida  time ;  and  therefore,  in  the  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  phtin- 

year  1815,  wc  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  tiffs  for  one  penalty  of  jf20. 

could  by  possibility  have  been  in  practice  as    — — — 

an  apothecary.     And  unless,  therefore,  he  EXTRACTION  OP  A 

has  the  certificate  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  ^  ^,  ^  „,^,  „  ^  ««„^  „  * «  t^t«,^  m*^ » 

testing  his  qualification  to  practise,  it  is  GOLD-PIN  PASSED  FAR  INTO  THE 

illegal  in  him  so  to  do.  URETHRA. 

But  there  is  an  exception  in  the  Act  of  ^    ^     Unwi^rir^ 

Parliament  with  respect  to  the  practising  of  ,    f  ^  ^"*  JJOInkt. 

chemists  and  druggists;  for  it  is  said,  "  That  I  was  called  some  tmie  smce,  to  visit  a 

nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend  or  yo\mg  man,  who,  for  the  purpose  of  excite- 

be  construed  to  extend,  to  prejudice,  or  in  ment,  had  introduced  a  gold-pm  into  the 

any  way  to  affect  the  trade  or  business  of  a  nrethra,  mto  which  it  suddenly  slipped  from 

chemist  and  druggist,  in  the  buying,  pre-  hia  grasp  and  disappeared.     It  was  more 

paring,  compounding,  dispensing,  and  vend-  than  two  inches  long,  and  the  head  which 

ki  drugs,  medicines,  and  medidnable  com-  bad  been  pushed  in  first  waa  as  Urge  as  a 

p^n^*'  hemp-seed.     In  his  attempt  to  push  it  out 

Now  it  is  said  that  a  number  of  persons  "gMU  he  had  made  it  go  further  towards  the 

have  avafled  themselves  of  that  exception  to  bladder,  and  when  I  came  to  him  the  head 

practiae,  professing  to  act  as  chemists  and  of  the  pin  was  in  at  the  membranous  part 

druggists,  but  who  have  in  fiict  practised  as  of  the  urethra.     I  could  easUy  put  it  in  the 

apothecaries.    The  distinction,  however,  ap-  perineal  region,  and  applying  my  thumb  on 

pears  to  be  one  recognised  by  the  Act  of  the  head  to  prevent  its  going  on  towards  tha 

Parliament  itself,  that  an  apothecary  does  bladder,  I  tried  to  push  it  out  of  the  canal, 

not  merely  prepare,  compound,  dispense,  pressing  in  the  direction  opposite  to  that  by 

and  vend  drugs  and  medicines,  but  applies  which  it  had  entered,  and  at  the  same  time 

and  administers  them  ;  because  in  the  fifth  puUing  the  penis,  to  prevent  the  point  from 

nection  of  the  Act,  as  applied  to  apothecaries,  catching  in  the  folds  of  the  mucous  mem* 

there  are  certain  penalties  for  apothecaries  brane.    But,  in  spite  of  all  my  precautions, 

refosing  to  do  certain  things,  among  which  my    attempts    appeared    to    make    it    go 

are  mentioned,  as  part  of  the  ordinary  duties  towards  the  bladder,  espedaUy  whenever  I 

of  apothecaries,    not    only    compounding,  tried  to  disengage  the  point  from  the  mucous 

uiziBg,  preparing,  and  selling  medicines,  membrane  into  which  it  kept  running.     I 

but  applying  and  administering  them.     If  a  had  ifjslf  i  w  i  u^f  i  m*:*  wi:^  n  j      ,  nor 

person  not  only  sells  and  mixes  medicines,  indeed  would  any  ordinary  onea  have  been 

but  applies  and  administers  them  in  the  ofanyuse;  therefore  my endeavouratodraw it 

ordinary  coune  of  practice  in  attending  on  out  were  unavailing, 

patients,  no  doubt  he  comes  within  the  defi-  I  n  w  determined  to  run  the  pomt  of  the 

nition  of  an  apothecary.    That  would  be  pin  li^rough  the  wall  of  the  urethra,  and 

what  the  Act  itself  seems  to  dUtingnish  from  then  to  turn  the  pin  end  for  end,  and  push 
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the  head  towards  the  external  orifice.     This 
1  accomplished  In  the  following  manner : — 
With  the  left  thumb  I  firmly  fixed  the  head 
of  the  pin,  and  then  bending  the  penis  double 
at  the  part  where  the  point  of  the  pin  lay, 
I  made  the  latter  pass  through  the  wall  of 
the  urethra,  and  drew  out  all  but  the  head, 
which  now  lay  where  the  head  had  just  pre- 
viously been.     This  done,  I  carried  the  shaft 
of  the  pin  backwards,  and  so  made  the  head 
•more  forwards,  and  then   pushing  on  tlie 
shaft  from  behind  forwards,  I  pushed  the  pin 
head    first    towards  the    external  meatus, 
through  which  I  now  easily  drew  it  out  with 
a  pair  of  dressing  forceps.     In  a  word,  to 
perforate  the  ureUira  from  within  outwards, 
to  turn  the  pin,  to  push  it  on,  and  to  extract 
it — such  were  the  manoeuvres  of  this  opera- 
tion. 

The  consequences  of  this  perforation  were 
of  the  simplest  kind :  the  patient  scarcely 
ever  felt  a  pricking  in  making  water.  Three 
days  after  he  was  perfectly  well.  Subse- 
quently, however,  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
and  maltreated  gonorrhoea,  an  abscess  formed 
around  the  urethra,  and  was  followed  by  a 
fistulous  opening;  but  it  was  remarkable 
that  this  opening  was  situated  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  part  at  which  the 
urethra  had  been  punctured.  —  Gazette 
Mtdicale,  Mai  1,  1841. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL, 

LIST  or  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  aSCEITEO 
CBB.TIFICATB8. 

Tkureday,  Augutt  26.  1841. 
R.  H.  WnUams,  Penryn,  OamwalL— M.  Rymn, 
Dublin. 


IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

We  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  decision 
given  in  the  case  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries vertua  Greenough.  It  will  be  found 
at  page  924  of  our  present  number. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 

We  are  requested  by  Mr.  Battley  to  state 
that  on  the  30th  of  September  he  will  exhibit 
in  the  great  hall  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  by  permission  of  the  President 
and  Fellows,  samples  of  drugs,  and  of  certain 
original  and  active  preparations,  which  he 
invites  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
to  inspect;  and  that  he  will  continue  his 
analysis  of  those  drugs  during  the  autumnal 
and  winter  months  at  the  Laboratory  attached 
to  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moorfields. 

The  subjects  of  analysis  will  be  regularly 
announced  in  this  journal. 


TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  21st  Aug.  1841. 

Small  Pox 6 

Measles 18 

Scarlatina  19 

Hooping  Cough  SO 

Croup  ft 

Thrash    • 

Diarrhoea    H 

Dysentery S 

Cholera    6 

Influenza 0 

Typhus M 

Erysipelas 1 

SyphiliB  1 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  145 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration * .  814 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessda  ....  31 
Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion 8S 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc ft 

Childbed » 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 7 

Rheumatism 0 

Diseases  of  Joints,&c S 

Ulcer    0 

Fistula    0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 96 

Old  Age  or  Natuiml  Decay M 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     IS 

Causes  not  specified  3 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 77t 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51®  37'  32"Ar. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


Auguti, 
Wednesday  95 
Thursday  .  26 
Friday ...  37 
Saturday  .  38 
Sunday  .  .  39 
Monday'.  .  SO 
Tuesday    .  SI 


THBRMOMBTBa. 

BABaUKTBII. 

from  46  to  63 

30*04  to  30-03 

57 

78 

30*11        30-30 

58 

78 

30*19       30.15 

53 

70 

30-13        Stat. 

51 

7S 

30*11        30*09 

5S 

73 

39*96       39-89 

56 

70 

29;74        39-80 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 

Ok  Saturday,  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  Thomas 
Morton,  author  of  ''  Surgical  Anatomy  of 
the  Perinttum,  '*  Surgical  Anatomy  of  In- 
guinal and  Femoral  Hernia,"  &e.,  &c.,  and 
one  of  the  Demonstrators  in  University  Col- 
lege, was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
Hospital  attached  to  that  Institution. 


Prevailing  wind,  S.W. 

On  the  35th,  cloudy ;  rain  in  the  morning  and 
afternoon.  Ine  96th,  morning  overcast,  other- 
wise clear-  The  37th  and  three  following  days 
Senerally  clear.  The  Slst,  cloudy;  rain  fell 
aring  the  afternoon. 

Rain  fallen,  19  of  an  inch* 

CR4BI.K8  HbNBT  AdAK8. 

Wilson  Sk  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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ON  THB 


LECTURES  them.    You  will  find,  in  the  third  volame 

of  the  Trantactiotu  qf  the  College  of  Phy- 
eiciaru  a  good  account  of  the  diaeaBe  as  it  then 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE   OP  shewed  itself  in  this  country.     In  the  sprinf^ 

PHYSIC  ^^  ^^^^  another  instance  of  it  occurred ;  and 

of  this  the  history,  as  compiled  from  the 

Delivered  at  King's  College,  London,  testimony  of  124  obserrers,  is  preserved  in 

the  9th  and  10th  volumes  of  the  London 

By  Da.  Watson.  Medical  and  Phyrieal  Journal,      In  the 

— '- —  month  of  April,  in  the  year  1833,  the  in- 

Lecturb  XLIX.  fluenza  again  made  its  appearance,  and  pre- 

Infiutnza.     Symptotm  and progrtn.     Con.  '»»il«^e'f  naively,  both  h^e  Mid  elsewhere : 

jectwe»  a,  to  iU  caiue.     Treatment.  "^  «'  '^f-.f  ?"""?/  '  ^"j°°»  have  had, 

'^  and  yon  still  have,  the  opportumty  of  bemg 

Catarrh,  which  was  the  principal  subject  observers.     A  very    good  and    instructive 

of  the  last  lecture,  occasionally  prevails  far  sketch  of  this  epidemic  malady,  compiled  by 

and  wide  as  an  epidemic  disease.     I  speak,  Dr.  Hancock,  is  to  be  found  in  the  C^c/o- 

indeed  (February  4,  1837),  during  the  im-  clopttdia  of  Practical  Medicine,    To  that 

mediate  presence    of   one   such  visitation,  article,   to     the    publications   I    just  now 

although  the  extreme  violence  of  the  com-  mentioned,  and  to  the  works  enumerated  by 

plaint  that  has  been  raging  among  us  is  now  Cullen,  I  may  refer  yon  for  much  that  is 

fast  subsiding.     Yon  can  hardly  be  without  curious  and  interesting  in  the  history  of  the 

curiosity  to  know  what  has  been  learned  re-  disease  ;    but  which  would  not  be  so  well 

specting  an  influence  which  has  thus,  on  a  adapted  to  our  immediate  purpose  in  this 

sudden,  before  your  eyes,  disturbed  and  sick-  place — ^namely,  of  seizing  upon  the  practical 

ened  a  whole  community.     I  have  here  used,  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  respecting 

without  thinking  of  it,  the  very  word  by  influenza. 

which,  in  a  foreign  version,  the  disorder  is  Symptome. — One  characteristic  feature  of 
denominated.  It  has  received,  however,  this  species  of  catarrh,  as  distinguished  from 
various  names ;  for  it  has  been  known  and  no-  the  ordinary  8|)oradic  disorder,  is  the  sudden 
ticed  from  remote  antiquity.  Cullen  calls  it  occurrence,  in  the  outset,  of  more  decided 
catarrhut  e  contagio :  and  under  that  head,  febrile  disturbance.  The  first  two  patienU 
in  his  Nosology,  you  will  find  a  copious  re-  whom  1  saw  in  the  epidemic  of  1833  had 
ferenoe  to  recorded  accounts  of  epidemic  just  the  s3rmptoms  which  frequently  mark 
catarrh,  as  it  has  been  observed  to  spread  the  commencement  of  an  attack  of  continued 
over  great  portions  of  the  world.  In  France  the  fever ;  and  I  did  not  know,  at  my  first  visit, 
diiorder  thus  prevailing,  is  styled  the  grippe,  what  was  about  to  happen  to  them.  The 
Hie  Italians,  putting  the  cause  for  the  effect,  symptoms,  taking  them  altogether,  are  some- 
call  it  influenza,  the  influence :  and  this  last  what  as  follows.  The  patient  is  chilly,  and 
term  influenza  has  now  become  naturalized  perhaps  shivers :  presently  headache  oc- 
in  our  language.  Since  Cullen 's  time  there  curs,  and  a  sense  of  tightness  across  the 
hftve  been  four  or  five  more  of  these  epi-  forehead,  in  the  situation  of  the  frontal 
demies.  One  in  1782,  which  extended  over  sinuses ;  the  eyes  become  tender  and  watery ; 
all  Eturope,  visiting  every  country  therein,  and  sneezing  aud  a  copious  defluzion  from 
aflfcting  more  than  one  half  of  its  inhabi-  the  nose  ensue,  followed  or  accompanied  by 
tants,  and  proving  fatal  to  very  many  of  heat  and  uneasiness  about  the  throat,  hoarse- 

719.— xxviii.  3  0 
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neas,  and  a  troublesome  cooghi  and  oppres-  sphere ;  and  that  it  is  at  least  portable.    The 

sion  of  the  breathing.     In  short,  the  symp-  instances  are  very  numenros,  too  numerous 

toms  are  the  symptoms  of  catarrh  ;  including  to  be  attributed  to  mere  chance,  in  which 

in  that  term  all  the   varieties  of  disorder  the  complaint  has  first  broken  out  in  those 

which  are  sometimes  met  with  separately —  particular  houses  of  a  town  at  which  trarel- 

gravedo,  coryza,  bronchitis :  and  with  these  lers  have    recently    arrived    from   infected 

symptoms,  a  sudden,  early,  and  extraordinary  places.     But  this  great  and  important  ques- 

subdual  of  the  strength ;    and,  most  com-  tion  of  contagion  I  hope  to  examine  with 

monly,  great  depression  of  spirits.     Tlie  de-  you  more  rigorously  on  a  future  occasion, 

bility  which  comes  on  at  the  very  outset  of  What  I  wish  to  point  out  now  is  the  fact 

the  complaint  is  one  of  its  most  singular*  that  the  influenza  pervades  large  tracts  of 

phsenomena,  taking  place,  in  some  cases,  country  in  a  manner  much  too  sudden  and 

almost  instantly,  and  in  a  much  greater  de-  simultaneous  to  be  consistent  with  the  notion 

gree  than  would  seem  proportioned  to  the  that  its  prevalence  depends  exclusively  upon 

other  symptoms  of  the  malady  which  it  thus  any  contagious  properties  that  it  may  pos- 

ushers  in.     Indeed,  this  rapid  and  remarka-  sess.     You  are  aware  that  it  has  recently 

ble  prostration  of  strength  is  more  essen-  seized  upon  all  parts  of  this  metropolis  — 

tially    a  part   of    the    disorder  than    the  and  I  believe  I  may  say  of  nearly  the  whole 

catarrhal  affection,  which  sometimes  (though  kingdom — ^within  the  space  of  a  very  few 

rarely),  is  absent,  or  imperceptible.     It  is  days.     It  has  been  observed  to  occur  also  at 

upon  the  mucous  membranes,  however,  that  the  same  time  on  land,  and'  on  board  differ- 

the  stress  of  the  disease  generally  fUls  ;  ent  ships  which  have  had  no  communicatioD 

especially  upon  the  internal  lixiing  of  the  air  with  the  shore,  nor  with  each  other.     Hius 

passages.      Those  of  the  alimentary  canal  it  is  stated  in  the  Transactions  of  the  College 

seldom  escape  entirely ;  but  they  suffer  in  a  of  Physicians,  that  on  the  2d  of  May,  1 782, 

less    degree.     The    tongue    is    white  and  Admiral  Kempenfelt  sailed  from  Spithead 

creamy,  the  palate  loses  its  sensibility,  the  with  a  squadron  of  which  the  Goliah  was  one. 

appetite  fiiils,  nausea  and  vomiting  are  not  The  crew  of  that  vessel  was  attacked  with 

uncommon,  and  sometimes  there  is  diarrhoea,  influenza  on  the  29th  of  May ;  and  the  rest 

The  pulse,  in  the  uncomplicated  disease,  is  were  at  different  times  affected,  and  so  many 

soft,  and  generally  weak.     The  patients  com-  of  the  men  were  rendered  incapable  of  duty 

plain  also  of  pains  in  the  limbs  and  back,  by  this  prevailing  sickness  that  the  whole 

and  of  much  soreness,  a  bruised,  fatigued,  or  squadron  was  obliged  to   return  into  port 

tender  feel,  along  the  edges  of  the  ribs  and  in  about  the  second  week  in  June,  not  having 

various  parts  of  the  body.  had  communication    with  any    shore,   but 

In  its  simple  form  and  ordinary  course,  having  cruised  solely  between  Brest  and  the 

the  disease  abates  of  its  violence  after  two.  Lizard.     This  happened  in  one  part  of  the 

three,  or  four  days,  and  the  patient  is  usually  fleet.     In  the  beginning  of  the  same  month, 

convalescent  before  the  termination  of  the  another  large  squadron  sailed,  all  in  perfect 

week :  but  cough  and  much  debility  are  apt  health,  under  Lord  Howe's  command,  for 

to  survive  the  other  symptoms,  and  while  the  Dutch  coast.    Towards  the  end  of  the 

these  continue,  the  complaint  is  very  easily  month,  just  at  the  time  therefore  when  the 

renewed.  Goliah  became  full  of  the  disease,  it  appeared 

Pre-existing  disease,    and  peculiar  con-  in  the  Rippon,  the  Princess  Amelia,   and 

stitutional   habits    and   tendencies,    modify  other    ships   of  the  last   mentioned    fleet, 

considerably  the  character  of  the  influenza,  although  there  had  been  no  intercourse  with 

as  it  affects  different  persons.     I  do  not  at-  the  land.     Similar  events  were  noticed  in  the 

tempt  to  represent  its  'various  phases ;  they  epidemic  of  1833.     One  or  two  curious  in- 

are  fit  subjects  of  study  for  yourselves.  stances  of  the  sudden  sickening  of  conside- 

Cautes.  —  I  have  remarked  that  CuUen  rable  bodies  of  men  in  different  places  at 

makes  this  species  of  catarrh  to  proceed  from  the    same  time,  were   related    to    me    on 

contagion.     But  the  visitation  is  a   great  good  authority.       On  the  third  of  April 

deal  too  sudden  and  too  widely  spread  to  be  in  that  year — the  veiy  day  on  which  I  saw  the 

capable  of  explanation  in  that  way.     I  will  first  two  cases  that  I  did  see  of  the  influenza, 

not  say  that  the  disease  may  not  be  in  some  all  London  being  smitten  with  it  on  that  and 

degree  infectious;  for  there  is  reason  to  be-  the  following  day  —  on  that  same  day  the 

lieve  that  other  epidemic  disorders,  having  Stag  was  coming  up  the  channel,  and  ar- 

many  points  of  aiudogy  with  the  influenza,  riv^  at  2  o'clock  off  Berry  Head,,  on  the 

ore  some  how  imparted  from  one  individual  Devonshire  coast,  all  on  board  being  at  that 

to  another,  although  they  are  mainly  pro-  time  well.     In  half  an  hour  afterwutls,  the 

duoed  by  some  influence  which  resides  in  the  breeze  being  easterly  and  blowing  off  the 

atmosphere,    lliere  are  points  in  the  history  land,  40  men  were  down  with  the  influenza, 

of  influenza  which  furnish  a  strong  presump-  by  six  o'clock  the  number  was  increased  to 

tion  that  the  exciting  cause  of  the  disorder  is  60,  and  by  two  o'clock  the  next  day  to  160. 

material^  Bot  a  mere  quality  of  the  atmo-  On  the  self  same  evening  a  regiment  on  duty 
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at  Portsmouth  was  in  a  perfectly  healthy  cular  smoky  smell  prevailed  in  the  atmosphere 

state,  but  by  the  next  morning  so  many  of  for  five  weeks,  the  sun  being  seldom  seen." 

the  soldiers  of  that  regiment  were  affected  by  Dr.   Darwin  has  recorded   that,  in   1782, 

the  influenza,  that  the  garrison  duty  could  **  the  sun  was  for  many  weeks  obscured  by 

not  be  performed  by  it.     I.  make  no  doubt  a  dry  fog,  and  appeared  red  as  through  a 

that  facts  of  a  like  nature   have  occurred  common  mist  :**  and  he  supposes  that  "  the 

during  the  present  epidemic,  and   will  be  material  which  thus  rendered  the  air  muddy 

made  known  in  due  time.     They  illustrate  probably  caused  the  epidemic  catarrh  which 

several  important  points  in  respect  to  the  prevailed  in  that  year."     You  will  call  to 

disease  :  viz.  the  impossibility  of  accounting  mind  here  the  dark  fog  which  brooded  over 

for  its  prevalence  upon  the  principle  of  mere  this  city  in  the  midst  of   the  raging  of  the 

contagion — the  suddenness  of  its  invasion —  distemper  about  ten  days  ago,  and  which  was 

and  the  early  and  extreme  prostration  of  repeated,  in  a  less  degree,  on  Wednesday  last 

strength  with  which  it  is  attended.  (Feb.  1). 

The  occurrence  of  epidemic  catarrh,  as  It  has  been  observed  also,  that  shortly 
well  as  of  most  other  epidemics,  is  unques-  before,  or  during,  or  soon  dfter,  the  pre- 
tionably  connected  with  some  particular  valence  of  these  epidemic  catarrhs  —  epU 
state  or  contamination  of  the  atmosphere,  zootie  diseases  have  raged  ;  various  spe- 
What  that  state  is,  or  what  may  be  the  cies  of  brutes,  and  of  birds,  have  been  ex- 
kind  of  contamination,  no  one  knows.  The  tensively  affected  with  sickness  :  while  on 
present  epidemic  followed  hard  upon  the  some  occasions  prodigious  swarms  of  in- 
sudden  thaw  that  succeeded  the  remarkable  sects  have  made  their  appearance.  In  short, 
snow  storm  of  the  last  week  of  the  last  year,  a  great  variety  of  facts  concur  to  render  it 
A  similar  coincidence  between  the  breaking  probable  that  some  peculiar  condition  of 
out  of  the  same  disorder,  and  a  sudden  eleva-  the  air  existed,  which,  though  it  might  be 
tion  of  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  favourable  to  the  multiplication  of  some  spe- 
happened  at  St.  Petersburgh  in  the  epidemic  cies  of  living  creatures,  such  as  the  insects 
of  1782.  '*  On  a  cold  night  (Maertens  says),  just  referred  to,  operated  as  a  poison  upon 
the  thermometer  rose  30°  of  Fahrenheit ;  the  the  human  body,  and  upon  the  bodies  of 
next  morning  40,000  people  were  taken  ill  many  of  the  brate  creation, 
with  the  influenza."  Now  if  every  epidemic  It  is  a  very  curious  circumstance  in  the 
had  been  preceded  by  similar  changes  in  the  history  of  epidemic  catarrhs,  and  worthy  of 
weather,  we  might  resolve  the  universal  pre-  your  reflection,  that  they  travel ;  migrate,  as 
valence  and  sadden  accession  of  the  com-  it  were  from  one  place  to  another :  and 
plaiat,  into  the  effect  of  the  cold  and  damp  moreover,  that  they  hold,  for  the  most  part, 
state  of  the  air,  produced  by  the  thaw.  But  to  certain  courses,  in  spite  even  of  opposite 
it  is  not  so ;  for,  as  Dr.  Hancock  observes,  winds,  and  of  variations  of  temperature, 
there  has  not  been  any  uniform  connexion  It  has  been  noticed  that  the  influenza  gene- 
between  any  one  sensible  quality  of  the  at-  rally  follows  a  westerly  direction,  or  one 
mosphere  as  to  heat  or  cold,  rain  or  drought,  from  the  south  towards  the  north  west.  In 
wind  or  calm — and  the  invasion  of  the  epi-  this  remarkable  property  it  resembles,  as 
demic.  *'£t  tempore  frigidiori  et  calidiori,  you  may  perhaps  be  aware,  the  epidemic 
et  flante  tam  Austro  quam  Bore&,  et  pluvioso  cholera. 

et  sereno    cselo,    peragravit    hasce   omnes  Although  the  general  descent  of  the  malady 

Europie  n^ones,  et  omnia  loca  indiscrimi-  is,  as  I  have  said,  very  sudden  and  diffused, 

natim."       Irregularities  and  great  vicissi-  scattered  cases  of  it,  Uke  the  first  droppings 

tudes  of  weather  have  however  gone  before  of  a  thunder  shower,  have  usually  been  re- 

the  disease  in   very  many  instances  :    but  membered  as  having  preceded  it.     The  dis- 

sometimes  one  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  order  is  most  violent  at  the  commencement 

and  sometimes  another,  has  been  its  imme-  of  the  visitation  ;  then  its  Kverity  abates ; 

diate  predecessor  :    and  the  epidemic  has  and  the  epidemic  is  mostly  over  in  about 

frequently  been  observed  to  fall  partially  and  six  weeks.    Yet  the  morbific  influence  would 

capriciously,  like  the  blight  over  a  field  or  seem  to  have  a  longer  duration.     In  a  given 

district.     Short,  in  his  chronological  history  place  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  who  are  sus- 

of  the  weather,  says  that  thick  ill-smelling  oeptible  of  the  distemper  suffer  it  within 

fogs  preceded,   some    days,   the    epidemic  that  period,   or  become  proof  against  its 

catarrh  of  1557.     Jnssiea  states  that  the  power.    But  strangers  who,  after  that  period, 

grippe  of  the  spring  of  1733  appeared  in  arrive  from  iminfected  places,  have  not,  appa- 

France   immediately    after   offensive    fogs,  rently,  the  same  immunity. 

"  more  dense  than  the  darkness  of  Egypt."  The  locality  does  not  appear  to  be  tho- 

So  also  in  1775,  Petit  informs  vm  Uiat  in  roughly  cleared  of  the  poison  for  some  time: 

France  the  disease  was  ushered  in  by  thick  or  perhaps  a  more  cautious  statement  of  the 

noisome  fogs.     In  the  same  year  it  visited  hct  would  be,  that  the  disorder  generally 

the  shire  of  Galloway  in  Scotland,  where,  we  shews  itself  again  in  succeeding  years,  but  in 

are  told,  *'  a  continual  dark  fbg  and  parti-  a  milder  and  leas  general  form.    This  must 
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depend  either  upon  some  remaining  dregSi  which  they  float,    and  by  which  they  ars 

or  possibly   some  revival,  of  the  injurious  carried  hither  and  thither.     Myriads  of  these 

influence ;   or  upon  some  abiding  predispo-  animalcules,   or  of  these  vegetable  germs, 

sition  impressed  upon  the  bodies  of  men  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  mucous  mem* 

its  former  visit.     You  may  hear,  every  year,  branes,  and  especially  with  that  of  the  air 

of  Mr.  So  and  so  having  the  influenza.     In  passages,  irritate  (it  is  imagined)  these  sur- 

many  instances,  no  doubt,  common  sporadic  faces,   and  exercise  a  poisonous  inflnenoe 

catarrh  is  dignified  by  that  name ;  but  it  is  upon  the  system.      Now,   the  sporules  of 

certain   also  that  many  of  the  colds,   and  certain  fimgi,   which  ruin  the  health,  and 

bronchial  disorders,   of  the  seasons  which  destroy  the  vitality  of  larger  plants  on  which 

immediately   follow    a    period  of    genuine  they  prey,  are  inconceivably  small.     I  shall 

influenza,   are    attended   with  much  more  prove  to  you  presently,  that  vegetable  efllu- 

languor,    debility,     muscular    aching,    and  via  are  capable  of  producing,  in  the  human 

distress,  than  belong  to  an  ordinary  attack  body,   symptoms  not  very  dissimilar  from 

of  catarrh.  those  of  the  influenza.      Again,   that  the 

All  this  is  very  curious ;  and  very  myste-  waters  of  this  globe  swarm  with  living  crea- 
rious.  All  this,  or  much  of  it,  is  true  also  tures,  which  are  invisible  by  our  nnaidfyl 
of  all  the  diseases  which  are  known  to  pre-  eyes,  the  microscope  has  taught  us.  Others, 
vail  occasionally  as  epidemics.  The  facts  too  small  even  to  be  estimated  by  that 
that  have  now  been  mentioned  respecting  wonder-shewing  instrument,  in  all  proba- 
the  influenza,  warrant,  I  think,  the  conclu-  bility  exist.  We  cannot  doubt  that  the 
sion  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  any  mu-  gaseous  fluid  which  surrounds  Uiis  planet 
tations  in  the  ordinary  qualities  of  the  at-  equally  teems  with  living  atoms.  We  know 
mosphere ;  upon  any  degrees  or  variations,  that  multitudes  of  insects,  and  of  cryptoga- 
I  mean,  of  its  temperature,  its  motions, ,  or  mous  plants,  infinite  in  number  in  respect  to 
its  moisture  ;  upon  what  is  expre.ssed  in  the  our  finite  powers  of  computation,  are  some- 
single  word  weather.  Concerning  a  cala-  times  suddenly  hatched  or  developed,  in 
mi ty  so  generally  felt,  and  so  obscure  in  its  places  which  were  previously  free  from  them, 
origin,  conjecture,  you  may  well  believe,  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  atmospheric  infu- 
has  not  been  idle.  One  hypothesis  assigns  soria  (so  to  speak)  may  rapidly  congregate 
the  complaint  to  some  change  in  the  elec-  or  vivify,  in  masses  sufficient  to  render  de- 
trical  condition  of  the  air :  to  its  becoming  leterious  the  very  air  we  breathe.  If 
negatively  electric ;  or  to  its  being  such  as  thia  be  so,  wc  can  understand  how  soch  m 
to  cause  an  excessive  accumulation  of  elec-  cause  of  disease  niay  fijrst  act  here  and  there, 
tricity  in  the  animal  economy.  The  facts  and  presently  overspread  large  districts ; 
adduced  in  support  of  these  views  are  of  how  it  may  move,  or  be  wafted  from  place 
this  kind.  Meat,  sent  up,  by  means  of  a  to  place,  or  be  carried  about  by  persons ; 
kite,  high  into  the  atmosphere,  during  the  how  its  course  and  operation  may  be  cir- 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  has  returned  pu-  cumscribed  and  definite ;  and  how  some 
trid.  Large  heavy  separate  clouds,  in  a  germs  or  ova  may  remain  after  the  visit, 
state  of  negative  electricity,  have  been  ob-  retaining  their  vitality,  and  ready  in  future 
served  just  before  the  setting  in  of  an  epi-  seasons  again  to  start  into  life  and  activity 
demic.  Thunder  storms,  and  tumults  of  under  favouring  circumstances.  Taking  the 
the  atmosphere,  have  occurred  at  the  same  insect  hypothesis,  and  knowing  as  we  do 
periods.  During  the  Taging  of  one  epidemic  that  some  animal  poisons  (that  of  small-poz, 
300  women  engaged  in  coal  dredging  at  for  example)  have  the  singular  property  of 
Newcastle,  and  wading  all  day  in  the  sea,  multiplying  themselves  in  the  human  body, 
escaped  the  complaint.  It  has  been  thought  like  yeast  in  beer,  we  may  conceive  that  dis- 
that  this  exemption  might  be  accounted  for  eases,  produced  by  animalcules,  may  thus 
by  supposing  that  the  almost  constant  im-  infect  the  fluids  of  the  body,  and  become 
mersion  of  the  body  in  a  conducting  me-  contagious  in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  term, 
dium  prevented  any  undue  collection  of  Lastly,  the  uniform  duration  of  these  epi- 
electricity.  demies  has  been  supposed  to  add  probabi- 

Again,  it  has  been  fancied  that  the  tolera-  lity  to  the  hypothesis  that  they  result  from 

bly  definite  course  of  the  epidemic,  in  its  the  operation   of  some  oi'ganic  principle, 

migrations,   might   be  somehow  connected  which  has  its  definite  periods  of  growth  and 

with  magnetic  currents.  of  decay.     All  this  is  sheer  hypothesis  :  but 

Another  hypothesis,  more  fanciful  per-  it  is  as  good  an  hypothesis  as  I  am  able  to 
haps,  at  first  sight,  than  these,  yet  more  ofler  you ;  and  you  must  be  content  to  con- 
easily  accommodated  to  the  known  phseno-  ceive  of  it  as  possibly  the  true  one,  until  a 
mcna  of  the  distemper,  attributes  it  to  the  better  shall  be  discovered, 
presence  of  innumerable  minute  substances,  Treatment,  —  The  character  of  debility 
endowed  with  vegetable  or  with  animal  which  is  so  conspicuously  impressed  upon 
life,  and  developed  in  unusual  abundance  this  disease,  bears  closely  upon  the  treatment 
unedr  specific  states  of  the  atmosphere,  in  required  for  iU  cure,  or  its  safe  conduct. 
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Ab  in  all  otilier  epidemics,  the  severity  of  corded  experience  of  neariy  all  previous  epi- 

the  complaint  is  extremely  variable  in  dif-  demies.     You  will  find  abundant  evidence 

ferent  persons.     In  some  it  proves  a  very  of  this  collected  into  a  summary  view  by 

trifling  malady,  which  soon  passes  off,  and  Dr.  Hancock.     In   1510,  Dr.    Short  says 

requires  little  or  no  assistance  from  medicine,  bleeding  and  purging  did  harm.     In  1557, 

In  others  it  is  a  very  distressing  affection,  bleeding  was  said  to  be  so  fatal,  that  in  a 

and  lays  the  foundation  for  other  and  still  small  town  near  Madrid,  2000  persons  died 

more  serious,  though  more  chronic  diseases :  after  it  in  tlie  month   of  September.     In 

and  in  some,  and  more  especially  in  the  old  1580,  Sennertus,  after  stating  that  where 

and  the  unsound,  it  shews  i£self  a  very  fatal  blood-letting  was  omitted,  the  mortality  was 

disorder.     The  absolute  mortality  under  the  not  greater  than  1  in  1000,  adds,  *'  Expe- 

recent  epidemic  has  been  immense  :    the  rientia  enira  hoc  comprobavit,  omnes  fere 

daily  newspaper  obituaries  have  been  unu*  mortuos    esse,    quibus    vena  aperiebatur.*' 

sually  long;  and  you  may  have  remarked.  Dr.  Ash  observes  that,  in  1775,  it  was  never 

that  the  ages  of  the  persons  whose  deaths  necessary  to  bleed  at  Birmingham  ;  and  that, 

they  announced  were  in  almost  all   cases  in  a  neighbouring  town,  3  died  who  were 

great.     The  funerals  have  been  so  frequent,  bled,  and  all  recovered  who  were  not  bled, 

that  difficulty  has  been  found  in  performing  And  a  great  deal  more  evidence  to  the  same 

them  without  indecent  hurry  and  confusion,  purpose  you  may  find  in  the  article  I  have 

One  undertaker,  of  whom  I  was  informed,  referred  to. 

had  at  one  time  75  dead  bodies  to  inter —  I  believe  the  best  plan  of  management — 
above  grvund,  as  he  expressed  it ;  and  as  far  as  any  general  plan  can  be  laid  down 
mourning  coaches,  and  black  horses,  could  — ^is  to  keep  the  patient  in  bed,  and  after 
not  be  procured  in  sufficient  numbers  to  clearing  the  bowels  by  a  mild  aperient,  to 
meet  the  demand  for  them.  The  absolute  give  a  couple  of  grains  of  James's  powder 
mortality,  therefore,  I  say,  has  been  enor-  every  six  hours,  with  a  saline  draught,  and 
mons  ;  yet  the  relative  mortality  has  been  slops,  till  the  first  brunt  of  the  disorder  is 
small.  Yon  will  hear  people  comparing  the  over ;  and  then,  if  the  cough  be  trouble- 
ravages  of  the  influenza  with  those  of  the  some,  and  the  breathing  laborious,  and 
diolera,  and  inferring  that  the  latter  is  the  much  rhonchus,  or  sibilus,  or  crepitation,  is 
less  dangerous  complaint  of  the  two ;  but  audible  in  the  chest,  to  apply  a  blister,  and 
this  is  plainly  a  great  misapprehension.  Less  to  give  expectorants  and  diuretics.  What  I 
dangerous  to  the  community  at  large  (in  this  prescribed  a  great  many  times  was  some- 
country  at  least)  it  certainly  has  been  ;  but  thing  of  this  kind :  half  a  drachm  of  oxymel 
infinitdy  more  dangerous  to  the  individuals  of  squills,  a  drachm  of  the  spiritua  eetheris 
attacked  by  it.  More  persons  have  died  of  nitricus,  and  sometimes  another  drachm  of 
the  influenza  in  the  present  year  than  died  paregoric,  in  almond  emulsion.  With  re- 
of  the  cholera  when  it  raged  in  1832  ;  but  spect  to  full  dosses  of  opium,  when  the  fever- 
then  a  vastly  greater  number  have  been  af-  ishness  is  abated  and  the  headache  gone,  I 
fected  with  the  one  disease  than  with  the  should  recommend  the  same  practice  which 
other.  I  suppose  that  nearly  one  half  of  I  described  in  the  last  lecture.  If  there  be 
those  who  were  seized  with  the  cholera  pe-  any  lividity  of  the  skin,  or  of  the  mucous 
rished :  while  but  a  very  small  fraction  in-  membranes,  it  is  dangerous  to  give  a  full 
deed  of  those  who  sufiered  influenza  have  dose  of  opium.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there 
sunk  under  it.  The  only  fatal  cases  that  I  be  no  visible  indication  in  the  complexion 
have  seen  have  been  in  persons  advanced  in  that  venous  blood  is  circulating  in  the  ar- 
life,  or  in  persons  whose  lungs  were  pre-  teries,  opium  given  at  bed-time  will  have 
▼iously  known  to  be  unsound.  sometimes  a  magical  effect  in  relieving  dis- 
Now  the  treatment  of  the  influenza  is  tress,  and  (by  giving  rest  and  refreshing 
pretty  well  understood.  The  chief  risk  of  sleep)  In  recruiting  the  strength  also.  In 
mistdce  is  that  of  being  too  active  with  the  cases  in  which  the  powers  of  the  system  are 
lancet.  Certainly  those  affected  by  this  dis-  prostrate,  and  the  face  and  lips  are  livid, 
order  do  not  well  bear  active  depletion.  Of  and  the  patient  is  tugging  to  expectorate  the 
course  no  one  would  think  of  blood-letting  mucus  that  is  filling  up  h^  air  passages,  you 
except  the  symptoms  were  severe,  and  the  should  have  recourse  to  ammonia,  to  nou- 
distreas  great ;  but  even  in  such  cases,  much  rishing  broths,  and  it  may  be  to  wine  and 
caution  is  requisite  in  adopting  that  remedy,  water :  and  when  all  danger  from  the  dis- 
If  you  find  that  the  inflammation  has  ex-  ease  is  over,  but  the  patient  remains  feeble, 
tended  to  the  pleura,  or  to  the  substance  of  languid,  and  out  of  spirits,  then  is  the  fit 
the  lungs,  it  may  be  necessary  to  open  a  time  to  administer  tonic  medicines ;  and  al- 
vein,  or  to  apply  cupping-glasses  over  the  though  snake- root  and  cascarilla  are  well 
chest ;  but  this  is  a  very  unpleasant  neces-  spoken  of  by  many  practitioners,  I  know  no 
sity.  Such  is  the  result  of  all  that  I  have  tonics  so  good  as  the  stdphate  of  quina,  or 
seen,  and  heard  from  others,  of  the  present  of  iron,  for  such  patients, 
epidemic ;  and  such  is  the  result  of  the  re-  As  to  external  applications,  mustard  poul- 
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tices,  bluten,  and  the  like — and  to  the  in-  between  the  cerebelltim  and  the  aexoal  in* 
halation  of  tlie  steam  of  hot  water, — these  stinct,  is  one  which  would  deaeire  great 
may  each  and  all  be  very  useful ;  but  I  have  attention,  if  the  facts  stated  oould  be  relied 
no^ng  to  add  concerning  the  time  and  on.  It  has  been  asserted,  over  and  over 
manner  of  their  employment  to  what  I  said  again,  that  the  cerebellam,  in  animals  which 
upon  the  same  subject  in  the  last  lecture.  have  be^n  castrated  when  young,  is  much 
There  is  one  point  in  the  treatment  which  smaller  than  in  those  whidi  have  retained 
I  must  not  omit  to  notice,  although  I  can-  their  virility, — being,  in  fact,  atrophied  from 
not  tell  you  much  about  it  from  my  own  want  of  power  to  act.  Now  it  is  unfor- 
experience.  Dr.  Thomas  Davies,  an  accu-  tunate  that  vague  assertion,  founded  on  esti- 
rate  observer,  and  one  well  qualified  to  form  mates  formed  by  the  eye  from  the  craniiim 
a  judgment  in  the  matter,  states  that  he  alone,  is  all  on  which  this  position  rests ; 
found  a  mercurial  treatment  answer  well  in  and  it  wUl  be  presently  shown  how  very 
severe  cases,  in  the  epidemic  of  1833.  He  liable  to  error  such  an  estimate  most  be. 
perceived  that  active  depletion  was  not  well  The  following  is  the  result  of  a  series  of 
borne,  and  discovering  that  in  the  bad  cases  observations  on  this  subject,  suggested  by  M. 
there  was  always  crepitation  in  the  lower  Leuret,  and  carried  into  effect  by  M.  Las- 
lobes  of  the  lungs,  he  thought  mercury  was  saigtie : — ^Tlie  weight  of  the  cerebellum,  both 
one  of  the  most  proper  remedies  to  subdue  absolutely,  and  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
the  inflammation,  and  to  occasion  absorp-  cerebrum,  was  adopt^  as  the  standard  of 
tion  of  the  fluid  effused  into  the  air  cells,  comparison.  This  was  ascertained  in  ten 
He  had  severe  cases  to  deal  with.  He  says  stallions,  of  the  ages  of  from  nine  to  seventeen 
that  it  happened  to  be  his  duty  to  admit  the  years  ;  in  twelve  mares,  aged  from  seven  to 
patients  into  the  London  Hospital  during  sixteen  years ;  and  in  twenty-one  geldings, 
the  week  the  epidemic  iras  at  its  height,  and  aged  from  seven  to  seventeen  years.  The 
that  32  beds  which  were  placed  at  his  dis-  average  weight  of  the  cerebrum  in  the  stal- 
posal  were  all  soon  filled  with  individuals  lions  was  433  grammes ;  the  greatest  being 
labouring  under  the  severe  forms  of  influ-  485  gr.,  and  the  least  (which  was  in  a  horse 
enza  ;  so  severe,  that  he  believed  the  greater  of  ten  years  old)  being  350.  The  average 
number  of  them  would  have  perished  if  they  weight  of  the  cerebellum  was  61  gr.;  the 
had  been  allowed  to  wander  about  the  greatest  being  65  gr.,  and  the  least  56  gr. 
streets,  or  even  to  have  remained  at  their  The  average  proportion  borne  by  the  weight 
own  homes,  with  the  insufficient  attention  of  the  cerebellum  to  that  of  the  cerebrum, 
they  could  there  have  obtained.  Only  one  was,  therefore,  1  to  7 '07  }  the  highest  (re- 
or  two  of  these  patients  were  bled,  but  they  suiting  from  a  very  small  cerebrum)  being 
were  all  put  under  the  influence  of  mercury.  1  to  6*25 ;  and  the  lowest  (resulting  from 
This  treatment  commenced  on  Thursday,  an  unusually  lai^  cerebrum)  being  1  to  7*46. 
and  all  who,  by  Saturday  night,  were  af-  Throughout  it  might  be  observed,  that  the 
fected  in  the  usual  way  by  the  remedy,  variation  in  the  size  of  the  cerebellum  was 
safely  and  ultimately  recovered,  with  the  much  less  than  in  that  of  the  cerebrum.  In 
exception  of  two  ;  and  one' of  these  had  by-  the  twelve  mares,  the  average  weight  of  the 
pertrophy  of  the  heart,  and  diseased  aortic  cerebrum  was  402  gr. ;  the  highest  being 
valves.  His  object  was  not  to  salivate,  but  432  gr^,  and  the  lowest  336  gr.  That  of 
merely  to  make  the'  gums  tender.  It  was  of  the  cerebellum  was  61  gr. ;  the  highest  being 
course  necessary  that  the  action  of  the  mer-  66  gr.  (which  was  in  the  individual  with  the 
cury  should  be  prompt ;  and  he  found  that  smallest  cerebrum),  and  the  lowest  58  gr. 
the  most  quick  and  efficacious  means  of  The  average  proportion  of  the  weight  of  the 
obtaining  it  was  by  rubbing  in  the  linimentum  cerebellum  to  that  of  the  cerebrum  was 
hydrargyri.  1  to  6*59 ;  the  highest  being  1  to  5*09,  and 
*^®  lowest  1  to  7.     The  proportion 


¥  vnTtrnoQ  therefore,  considerably  higher  in  the  pejfect 

1.K1.1URKS  female  than  in  the  perfect  male.     In  the 

ON  THE  twenty-one  geldings,  the  average  weight  of 

FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  NERVOUS  ^^  cerebrum  was  419  gr, ;  the  Ughest  being 

SYSTEM  ^^^   ^''    ^°^    ^^^    lowest  346  gr.      The 

oioxj!«jn.  average  of  the  cerebellum  was  70  gr. ;  the 

By  W.  B.  Carpbntbr,  M.D.  highest  being  76  gr.,  and thelowest 64  gr.  The 

average  proportion  was,  therefore,  1  to  5' 97  ; 

the  highest  being  1  ^ to  5*16,  and  the  lowest 

liBCTuaB  X. — (continued,)  }  to  7*44.     It  is  curious  that  this  last  was 

'BL     *'         jf  Ai    ^     X  tw       ^      ..       ,.  ^  the  individual  which  had  the  hmrest  oere- 

l^ct^L7t^Ze^^^^  ^^""""  ^^  '"^^  ^«^«^«  •  ^^*  ^  pl^porto^SIl 

Functions  qf  the  Cerebrum.  ^^y,^  ^f  ^^  cerebrum  was  still  greater. 

Among  the  arguments   adduced   by    GaU  Bringing  together  the  rerolts  of  thews  obser- 

and  his  followers,  in  proof  of  the  connexion  vations,  they  are  found  to  be  quite  opposed 
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to  the  statement  of  Gall.    The  weight  of  the  .  Functiont  of  the  Cerebrum. 

cerebrum,  reckoning  the  cerebellam  as  1,  ia         Tn  r*.«i..,i  f«  ««,^o:«   ^       i       -x.  *      .» 
^.expre^edia^h  of  the  foregoing  de-    S.^r.^t^^^^^^^^X- 

Average.  UiKhest.    Lowest,     verted  subject ;  and  it  will  be  desirable  to 
Stallions     .     .     7.07         7*46         6*25       inquire  what  may  be  considered  as   firmly 


Average. 

UiKhest. 

Lowest. 

7.07 

7-46 

6-25 

6-39 

700 

5-09 

5-97 

7-44 

516 

Stallions  .     . 

.     61 

65 

56 

Mares      . 

.     61 

66 

58 

Geldings  .     . 

.     70 

76 

64 

Mares   .     .     .     6-59         700         5*09  estabUshed,  before  we  proceed  with  detaUs 

Geldings     .     .     5*97         7*44         5*16  of  a  more  questionable  nature.     We  shall, 

The  average  proportional  size  of  the  cere-  "  **®f°"'  ^PP^?  ^^  comparative  anatomy,  to 
beUom  in  geldings,  therefore,  is  so  far  from  «Penment,  and  to  pathology,  for  our  chief 
being  less  than  that  which  it  bears  in  entire  ^*"*  .^^  genend  mferences  founded  only 
horses  and  mares,  that  it  is  positively  greater ;  JJP°"  observafaon  of  the  phenomena  presented 
and  this  depends  not  only  on  diminution  in  V  man  must  be-looked  upon  with  suspicion ; 
the  rdative  size  of  the  cerebrum,  but  on  its  f"»«5  every  advance  m  comparative  physio- 
own  absolutely  hwger  dimension,  as  th^  fol-  JP^!™  ^f  *?  Pfceive,  how  close  is  the 
lowing  comparison  of  weight  wUl  show  :—  "actional  relation  between  organs  that  are 

really  of  analogous  nature  in  different  classes 

Average.  Highest.    Lowest,  of  animals.     The  first  general  proposition 

which  I  shall  lay  before  you  is,  that  the 
cerebrum  is  the  sole  instrument  of  intelli^ 
gence, — by  which  term  I  imply  the  volun- 

The  difference  is  so  remarkable,  and  appears,  f^T  adaptation  of  means  to  ends,  in  a  manner 

from  examination  of  the  individual  results,  implying  a  perception  of  the  nature  of  both, 

to  be  so  constant,  that  it  cannot  be  attri-  ^  ^  ^▼e  already  pointed  out,  the  actions 

bated  to  any  accidental  circumstance  arising  performed  by  the  lower  animals  are  often 

out  of  the  small  number  of  animals  experi*  "^^h  as  to  leave  us  in  doubt,  whether  they 

meated  on.      The  average  weight  of  the  ^^e  the  result  of  a  mere  instinctive  impulse, 

cerebellum  in  the  ten  stallions  and  twelve  ^^  ^^  <m  inteUigent  adaptation  of  means  to 

mares  is  seen  to  be  the  same ;  and  the  ex-  ^^^^  *  ^^^  ^e  are  guided  in  our  determina- 

tremes  differ  but  little  in  the  two  ;  whilst  tion  chiefly  by  the  uniformity  of  these  actions 

the  average  in  the  gelding  is  more  than  one-  m  the  several  individuals  of  the  same  species, 

seventh  higher,  and  the  iowest  is  conside-  ^^  J'^  analyze  any  of  our  own  instinctive 

rably  above  the  average  of  the  preceding,  actions,  we  shall  perceive  the  same  inde- 

while  the  highest  far  exceeds  the  highest  pendence  of  dedgn  on  our  own  parts,  as  that 

among  the  entire  horses.     It  is  curious  that  which   we  attribute  to  the  lower  animals. 

Gall  would  have    been    much  nearer  the  ^^  ^°®  would  assert  that  the  tendency  to 

truth,  if  he  had  said  that  the  dimensions  of  sexual  intercourse  is  the  result  of  a  know- 

the  cerebrum  are  usually  reduced  by  castra-  ledge  of  its  consequences,  and  of  a  voluntary 

tion ;  for  it  appears  from  the  following  table  adaptation  of  means  to  ends  ;  or  that,  if  we 

that  this  is  really  the  case : —  can  imagine  a  man  newly  coming  into  the 

world  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  powers, 
he  would  wait  to  eat  when  he  was  hungry, 
until  experience  had  taught  him  that  the 
swallowing  of  food  would  relieve  the  uneasy 
feeling.     It  has  been  already  shewn  that,  in 

The  weight  of  the. cerebrum  of  the  largest  the  infant,  the  act  of  suckiog  may  be  per- 

gelding  is  far  above  the  highest  of  the  stal-  formed  even  without  a  cerebrum  ;    and  for 

Uons ;  but  it  seems  to  be  an  extraordinary  this  and  other  similar  actions,  therefore,  it  is 

case,  as  in  no  other  was  the  weight  above  doubtful  whether  consciousness  is  a  requisite 

490  gr.      If   this   one    be  excluded,    the  condition.     Adult  animals,  whose  cerebral 

average  will  be  reduced  still  further,  being  hemispheres  have  been  removed,   will  eat 

then  about   412;    this    will    be   seen,   on  food  that  is  put  into  their  mouths,  although 

looking  over  the  whole  table,  to  give  a  very  they  will  not  go  to  seek  it ;  and  this  is  the 

fair  idea  of  the  usual  weight  in  these  animals,  case  with  many  human  idiots.    When  the 

which  is  therefore  leu  by  about  one-eighth  functions  of  the  brain  are  disturbed,  or  in 

than  the  average  of  the  stallions.     The  in-  partial  abeyance,  as  in  fever,  we  often  see  ft 

creased  size  of  the  cerebellum  in  geldings  remarkable  return  to  the  instinctive  propm» 

may  perhaps  be  accounted  for,  by  remem-  sities  in  regard  to  food ;  and  the  physician 

bering  that  this  class  of  horses  is  solely  em-  frequently  derives  important  guidance  as  to 

ployed  for  its  mnscuUir  power,  and  that  the  the  patient's  diet  and  regimen,  particularly 

constant  exercise  of  the  organ  is  not  unlikely  as  to  the  administration  of  wine,  from  thA 

to  develope  its  size ;  whilst  stallions,  beuig  inclination  or  disinclination  which  he  mani* 

kept  especially  for  the  purpose  of  propaga-  fests.    The  intelligence  at  Bn  animal  may  b« 

tion,  are  much  less  applied  to  occupations  further  estimated  by  his  degree  of  educa> 

which  call  forth  their  motor  faculties.  billty, — that  is»  by  the  degree  in  which  his 


Average. 

Greatest. 

Least. 

Stallions  .     , 

,     .     433 

485 

350 

Mares .     .     , 

.     .     402 

432 

336 

Geldings  . 

.     .     419 

566 

346 

936        DR.  CARPENTER'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

natural  habits  may  be  changed  by  the  influ-  the  usual  arts  which  they  exhibit  in  Uie  oon- 

ence  of  man,  and  the  complication  of  the  struction  of  their  habitations,  in  procuring 

mental  processes  which  he  appears  to  per-  their  food,  and  in  escaping  from  danger, 

form  under  his  new  circumstances.     We  all  must  be  regarded  as  instinctiTe,  on  acooont 

know  that  insects, — the  most  active  of  all  of  the  uniformity  with  which  they  are  prac- 

Invertebrate  animals,  are  but  little  suscepti-  tised  by  different  individuals  of  the  same 

ble  of  such  influence.     I  have  never  heard  species,  and  the  perfection  with  which  they 

of  a  case  in  which  an  insect  of  any  kind  are  exercised  on  the  very  first  occasion. 

could  be  taught  to  recognize  any  one  who  But  in  the  adaptation  of  their  operations  to 

had  been  in  the  habit  of  feeding  it,  or  to  peculiar  drcumstancea,  they  display  a  variety 

show  any  other  unequivocal  mark  of  intelli-  and  fertility  of  resource  far  surpassing  that 

gence.     Bees  and  other  insects,  which  exer-  whidi  is  manifested  by  insects ;  and  it  is  not 

cise  much  art  in  the  construction  of  their  doubted,  by  those  who  have  attentively  ob« 

habitations,  and  which  execute  a  variety  of  served  their  habits,  that  in  soch  adaptations 

most  curious  contrivances  beautifully  adapted  they  are  often  guided  by  real  inteUigenoe. 

to  variations  in  their  circumstances,  appear  This  must  be  the  case,  for  example,  when 

to  be  entirely  guided  in  their  operations  by  they  make  trial  of  several  means,  and  select 

instinct ;  since  all  bees  will  do  the  same  in  that  one  which  best  answers  its  purpose ;  or 

the  same  circumstances  :  we  do  not  find  one  when  ihey  make  an  obvious  improvement 

community  clever,  and  another  stupid  :  and  from  year  to  year  in  the  comforts  of  their 

for  a  bee  to  be  destitute  of  its  peculiar  ten-  dwelling ;  or  when  they  are  influenced  in  the 

dency  to  bmld  at  certain  angles,  would  be  as  choice  of  a  situation,  by  peculiar  circnm- 

remarkable  as  a  human  being  without  a  ten-  stances,   which,   in  a  state  of  nature,  can 

dency  to  eat.    The  only  manifestation  of  scarcely  be  supposed  to  affect  them.     Hie 

educability  which  I  have  ever  noticed,  during  complete  domesticability  of  many  birds  is  in 

a  pretty  long  familiarity  with  the  habits  of  itself  a  proof  of  their  possessing  a  certain 

bees,  is  the  acquirement  of  a  power  of  dis-  degree  of  intelligence ;  but  this  alone  does 

tinguishing  the  entrance  of  their  hive  from  not  prove  the  possession  of  more  than  a  very 

that  of  others  around.    When  a  swarm  is  first  low  amount  of  it ;  since  many  of  the  most 

placed  in  a  new  box,  and  the  bees  have  gone  domesticableanimals  are  of  the  humblest  Intel- 

fortb   in  search  of  food,  they  often  seem  lectual  capacity,  and  seem  to  become  attached 

puzzled  on  their  return,  as  to  which  is  their  to  man,  principallyas  the  source  on  which  they 

own  house  ;    more   especially  if  there  be  depend  for  the  supply  of  their  animal  wants, 

several  hives,  with  similar  entrances,  in  one  Tins  is  the   case  with    most    herbivonras 

bee-house ;    and  it   has   been  proposed  to  quadrupeds,  and  with  rabbits,  guinea-pigs, 

paint  these  entrances  of  different  colours,  in  &c. ;  as  well  as  with  the  gallinaceous  birds. 

order  to  enable  the  bee  to  distinguish  them  The  attachment  of  the  dog  or  the  elephant  is 

more  readily.     In  a  short  time,  however,  evidently  of  a  much  higher  kind,  and  involves 

even  without  such  aid^  the  bees  are  seen  to  a  much  larger  number  of  considerations;  and 

dart  from  a  considerable  height  in  the  air  their  actions  are  evidently  the  resnlt,  in  numy 

directly  down   to  their  proper  entrances ;  instances,  of  a  complex  train  of  reasoning, 

shewing  that  they  have  learned  to  distinguish  differing  in  no  essential  respect  from  that 

these  by  a  memorial  power.     This  I  have  which  man  would  perform  in  similar  circttm- 

observed  most  remarkably,  in  a  case  in  which  stances.      The    epithet,   *'  half-reasoning»" 

a  hive  is  placed  in  the  drawing-room  of  a  commonly  applied  to   these  animals,  does 

house,  the  entrance  to  it  being  beneath  one  not,  I  think,  express  the  whole  truth ;  for  I 

of  the  windows ;   the  adjoining  houses  have  am  satisfied  that  their  mental  processes  are 

windows  precisely  similar,  except  in  the  ab-  of  the  same  kind  with  those  of  man,  and 

sence  of  this  small  passage  ;    and  I  have  differ  more  in  the  degree  of  control  which 

often  noticed  that,  when  a  new  stock  has  the  animal  possesses  over  them,  than  they 

been  placed  in  this  hive,  the  bees  are  some  do  in  their  own  character.    We  have  no 

days  in  learning  the  exact  position  of  their  evidence  that  any  of  the  lower  animals  have 

house,  considerably  annoying  the  neighbours  a  voluntary  power  of  guiding,  restraining,  or 

by  flying  in  at  their  windows.     In  insects,  accelerating  their  mental  operations,  at  all 

as  I  have  already  stated,  we  can  discover  similar  to  that  which  man  possesses ;  these 

little   or  nothing  that  is  analogous  to  the  seem  to  be  of  very  much  the  same  character 

cerebrum  of  Vertebrata;  tlie  cephalic  ganglia  as  that  which  we  perform  in  our  dreams, 

manifestly  corresponding  chiefly  to  the  gan-  different  trains  of  thought  commencing  as 

glionic  enlargements  at  the  upper  end  of  the  they    are   suggested,    and    proceeding    ac^ 

medulla  oblongata,  which  are  connected  with  cording  to  the  usual  laws,  until  some  other 

the  organs  of  special  sensation.  disturb  them.     Although  it  is  customary  to 

On  comparing  birds  with  Insects,  we  at  regard  the  dog  and  the  elephant  as  the  most 

once  see  a  very  remarkable  difference  in  the  intelligent  among  the  lower  animals,  I  am 

character  of  their  actions.     Their  mstinctive  not  certain  that  we  do  so  with  justice ;  it  is 

tendencies  are  of  much  the  same  kind ;  and  very  possible  tliat  we  are  misled  by  that 
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peculiar  attachment  to  man  which  in  them  changes  originate,  and  that  the  fibrous  por- 
must  be  termed  an  instinct,  and  which  enters  tion,  like  the  trunk  of  the  nerve,  senres  only 
as  a  motive  into  a  large  proportion  of  their  to  conduct  or  transmit  the  effects  of  those 
actions;  and  that,  if  we  were  more  acquainted  changes.  This  position  derives  additional 
with  the  psychical  character  of  the  higher  support  from  the  effects  of  disease.  It  has 
Quadramana,  we  should  find  in  them  a  been  frequently  remarked  that,  if  we  com- 
greater  degree  of  mental  capability  than  we  pare  those  cases  of  cerebral  disease  in  which 
now  attribute  to  them.  One  thing  is  certain,  there  is  delirium,  with  those  in  which  it  does 
— ^that  the  higher  the  degree  of  intelligence  not  occur,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  most 
we  find  characteristic  of  a  particular  race,  common  in  cases  in  which  there  is  an  inflam- 
the  greater  is  the  degree  of  variation  which  matory  affection  of  the  surface,  or  of  the 
we  meet  within  the  characters  of  individuals ;  membranes,— extending  from  them  into  it ; 
thus  every  one  knows  that  there  are  stupid  whilst,  in  deep-seated  inflammation,  the 
dogs  and  clever  dogs,  ill-tempered  dogs  and  most  importafit  symptoms  are  those  which 
good-tempered  dogs,  as  there  are  stupid  are  derived  from  sympathetic  affections  of 
men  and  clever  men,  ill-tempered  men  or  the  muscular  system.  It  has  been  even 
good-tempered  men.  But  no  one  could  proposed  to  establish  a  diagnosis  between 
distinguish  between  a  stupid  bee  and  a  plever  inflammation  of  the  membranes  (especially 
bee,  or  between  a  good-tempered  wasp  and  of  the  arachnoid)  and  inflammation  of  the 
an  ill-tempered  wasp;  simply  because  all  substance  of  the  brain,  upon  this  general 
their  actions  are  prompted  by  an  unvarying  fact ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  (to 
instinct.  use  the  words  of  Lallemand)  "  it  is  impos- 
Before  enquiring  into  the  comparative  sible  that  the  arachnoid  should  be  inflamed, 
size  of  the  brain,  in  different  animals,  it  is  without  the  surface  of  the  brain  in  contact 
desirable  to  obtain  a  general  notion  of  its  with  it  being  also  affected ;  but  its  tissue  not 
structure'.  Three  principal  sets  of  fibres  being  altered,  there  merely  results  from  this 
may  be  distinguished  in  die  white  or  medul-  vicinity  exaltation  in  its  functions."  All  the 
lary  substance,  of  which  the  great  mass  of  it  cases,  therefore,  which  have  been  referred  to 
is  composed.  These  are  the  ascending  fibres,  in  support  of  this  diagnosis,  really  tend  to 
which  proceed  from  the  sensory  tract,  and  establish  the  proposition,  that  the  peripheral 
diverge  from  the  thalami  optid  to  the  portion  of  the  cerebrum  is  the  part  really 
periphery ;  the  descending  fibres,  which  affected.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  in- 
converge  from  the  periphery  towards  the  flammation  of  the  membranes,  without  any 
corpora  striata,  and  then  pass  downwards  abnormal  condition  of  the  brain  itself,  can 
into  the  motor  tract ;  and  the  commissural  seriously  affect  the  mental  operations.  It 
fibres,  which  establish  the  connection  between  has  been  further  remarked  that  arachnitis  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  periphery  and  of  the  the  convexity  of  the  brain  is  more  attended 
substance  of  the  brain.  It  is  on  the  very  with  delirium  and  other  symptoms  of  ex- 
large  proportion  which  the  commissural  citement,  than  similar  inflammation  affecting 
fibres  bear  to  the  rest,  that  the  bulk  of  the  the  base,  in  which  coma  supervenes  earlier, 
brain  of  man  and  of  the  higher  animals  with  little  or  no  previous  disturbance  of  the 
chiefly  depends ;  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  intellect :  this,  too,  corresponds  with  the 
that  this  condition  has  an  important  relation  doctrine  I  have  been  laying  before  you ; 
with  mental  operations,  whatever  be  our  since  the  influence  of  any  effusion  about  the 
view  of  the  functions  of  different  parts  of  the  origins  of  the  nerves  and  the  medulla  ob- 
brain.  The  different  relative  distribution  of  longata  is  well  known  to  be  prejudicial  to 
the  grey  and  white  matter  in  the  cerebrum,  their  functions  as  conductors,  even  entirely 
from  that  which  is  elsewhere  presented  to  us  suspending  them,  whilst,  from  the  inferior 
in  ganglionic  masses,  naturally  suggests  the  vascularity  of  these  parts,  they  are  not  liable 
enquiry,  how  far  this  corresponds  vrith  what  to  manifest  symptoms  of  excitement,  from 
has  been  stated  of  their  probable  functions,  the  contiguity  of  on  inflamed  membrane.  In 
It  may  be  remarked,  in  the  first  place,  that  fact,  inflammation  of  the  white  substance  of 
we  have  no  evidence  whatever,  that  the  en-  the  brain  is  itself  rather  atttended  with  a 
dowments  of  the  fibres  are  in  any  degree  state  of  torpor,  or  of  partial  suspension  of 
changed,  by  passing  from  the  nervous  trunks  its  usual  operations,  than  of  excitement; 
into  the  brain;  and  that  it  is  only  where  irregular  convulsive  actions  are  not  unfre- 
they  terminate  in  the  gprey  substance,  that  quently  seen,  as  a  result  of  it ;  but  these  are 
such  an  alteration  takes  place  in  their  struc-  often  manifested,  when  the  power  of  the  will 
ture,  as  to  warrant  an  assumption,  in  the  over  the  muscles  is  destroyed.  It  may  not 
absence  of  other  evidence,  that  their  func-  be  difficult  to  account  for  this  difference  of 
tion  also  is  altered.  The  amount  of  ordinary  symptoms,  by  reflecting,  that  a  large  pro- 
vascular  action  in  the  grey  substance,  as  portion  of  the  medullaij  substance  of  the 
compared  with  that  which  takes  pkce  in  the  brain  consists  of  a  sort  of  extremely  delicate 
white,  is  an  important  circumstance  in  favour  cellular  tissue,  by  which  the  fibres  are  con* 
of  the  view,  that  it  is  the  {Nirt  in  which  all  nected  together,  and    through   which    the 
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blood-vessels  are  distributed ;  and  that- it  is  only  by  the  depth  of  the  layer,  bat  by  the 
probably  in  this  that  the  principal  changes  complexity  of  the  convolutions  by  which  the 
take  pla(»,  of  which  the  early  stages  of  the  surface  is  extended.  In  no  class,  save  in 
inflammatory  process  consist:  these  changes,  Mammalia,  do  we  And  the  surfiaoe  marked 
being  accompanied  by  turgescence  of  the  with  convolutions;  and  in  general  we  do 
vessels,  and  by  effusion  into  the  tissue  sur-  not  meet  with  that  fissure  between  the 
rounding  them,  must  occasion  a  degree  of  hemispheres,  which  greatly  increases  the  ex- 
pressure  on  the  enclosed  fibres,  which  shall  tent  of  surface.  In  forming  comparisons  as 
destroy  their  conducting  power,  and  shall  to  the  connection  between  the  size  of  the 
thus  cut  off  the  body  from  connection  with  brain,  and  the  intelligence,  in  different  ani- 
the  centre  of  the  intellectual  operations ;  mals,  we  must  not  be  at  all  guided  by  its 
whilst  they  may  at  the  same  time  give  rise  to  simple  proportional  dimensions ;  since  it  is 
many  irregular  and  involuntary  movements  very  evident  that  it  is  rather  the  proportion 
of  the  muscles  to  which  the  fibres  thus  of  the  bulk  of  the  brain  to  that  of  the  whole 
affected  are  distributed.  body,   upon  which  we   should  found   our 

This  view  is  farther  supported  by  the  comparison.  But  even  this  is  not  altogether 
researches  of  Foville  on  the  alterations  of  the  a  safe  guide ;  and  many  physiologists  have 
brain  which  are  connected  with  insanity,  endeavoured  to  compare  the  size  of  the  brain 
His  observations  are  deserving  of  great  con-  with  the  aggregate  bulk  of  the  nerves  pro- 
fidence,  both  for  the  sake  of  his  own  high  ceeding  fh9m  it.  This  is,  I  think,  a  much 
character  and  attainments,  and  on  account  of  £urer  measure ;  but  it  cannot  be  taken  with- 
the  careful  manner  in  which  they  were  made,  out  great  difficulty.  I  am  disposed  to  think 
To  avoid  trusting  to  his  memory  for  com-  that,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the  com- 
parison, Fovi^e  has  been  in  the  habit  of  parison  of  the  bulk  of  the  brain  with  that  of 
examining  the  brain  of  a  person  who  died  the  spinal  cord  will  answer  very  well.  The 
without  any  disease  in  this  organ,  at  the  same .  following  table,  the  materials  of  which  are 
time  with  that  of  one  who  died  insane.  In  drawn  from  Serres'  Comparative  Anatomy 
acute  cases  of  insanity,  he  frequently  found  of  the  Brain,  exhibits  the  three  diameters  of 
the  cineritious  portion  intensely  red,  but  the  brain  of  a  number  of  different  animals, 
without  adhesion  to  the  membranes ;  whilst  and  that  of  the  spinal  cord  at  the  second 
in  chronic  cases,  he  found  the  'cortical  sub-  cervical  vertebra ;  I  should  myself  rather 
stance  indurated  and  adherent  to  the  mem-  propose  the  whole  weight  of  the  brain,  com- 
branes.  In  nearly  all  cases  of  insanity  ac-  pared  with  the  weight  of  a  certain  proportion 
oompanied  with  general  paralysis,  he  has  of  the  spinal  cord  in  the  cervical  region,  as  a 
found  the  white  portion  of  the  brain  injected  more  simple  criterion.  The  three  last  oo- 
and  indurated ;  and  he  conceives  that  the  lumns  present,  in  round  numbers,  the  three 
fibres  had  become  adherent  to  each  other,  diameters  of  the  brain,  reckoning  that  of  the 
It  has  been  supposed  by  Calmeil  that  the  spinal  cord  as  1,  for  the  sake  of  easy  oom- 
paralysis  of  the  insane  is  connected  with  parison.  (See  Table  top  of  next  page.) 
disease  of  the  dneritions  substance ;  but  As  might  be  expected,  the  brain  of  man 
Foville  states  that  he  and  his  colleagues  have  bears  by  far  the  highest  proportion ;  but  this 
made  many  hundreds  ofobservations  on  cases,  proportion  is  not  so  superior  in  the  trans- 
in  which  there  were  well-marked  alterations  verse  and  vertical  diameters,  as  in  the  antero- 
of  the  cortical  substance  of  the  brain,  without  posterior;  in  fact,  in  the  proportion  of  the 
any  other  manifestations  during  life  than  vertical  diameter,  the  brain  of  man  is  equalled 
disorder  of  the  intellect.  This  view  is  sup-  by  that  of  the  dolphin,  and  nearly  so  in  that 
ported  by  Bouillaad,  and  by  severid  other  of  the  transverse  diameter.  In  the  corn- 
eminent  pathologists ;  as  is  also  the  other  plexity  of  the  convolutions,  however,  and  in 
part  of  the  proposition,  that  morbid  altera-  the  thickness  of  the  grey  matter,  the  oere- 
tions  in  the  medullary  portion  are  connected  brum  of  man  far  surpasses  that  of  this 
with  disorder  in  the  transmission  of  motor  cetaceous  animal.  In  these  respects  the 
impulses  to  the  muscles.  higher  Quadrumana  present  the  nearest  ap- 

It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  this  in-  proach  to  it ;  bat  they  are  much  inferior  in 
duction, — for  such  I  think  we  may  regard  it,  size.  In  descending  the  scale  of  Mammalia, 
— ^when  forming  our  opinions  upon  the  func-  there  may  be  observed  a  gradual  simplifica- 
tions of  the  cerebrum  in  general,  or  of  its  tion  in  the  general  structure  of  the  brain, 
several  parts,  from  the  various  data  supplied  depending  upon  a  great  diminution  in  the 
to  us  by  comparative  anatomy,  and  by  ex-  amount  of  commissural  fibres ;  until  in  the 
perimental  and  pathological  enquiry.  For  in  Marsupialia  the  brain  presents  nearly  the 
regard  to  the  first  of  these  sources  it  is  to  be  same  condition  which  it  offers  in  birds, — 
remarked,  that  the  size  of  the  brain  does  even  the  corpus  callosum,  or  great  transverse 
not,  considered  alone,  afford  a  means  of  commissure,  being  deficient.  These  animals 
judgment  as  to  its  power.  The  quantity  of  manifest  a  much  lower  degree  of  intelligence 
grey  matter  on  its  surface  should  rather  be  than  many  birds  evidently  possess ;  and  it  is 
our  guide;  and  this  we  may  judge  of,  not  interesting  to  remark,  that  their  cerebri 
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Diameter 

DIliENSlONS  OFC£REBRUM. 

of  Spinal 

Ant.-post. 

TraniiT. 

Above 

• 

Cord. 

downward. 

Proportional  Dimendont.       1 

Man 

1100 

17000 

7500 

9000 

1—16^ 

1— 6# 

1— 8i 

Dolphin 

1000 

9500 

5850 

8200 

1-9^ 

J—** 

1— H 

Mandril 

950 

8100 

3200 

4900 

1—84 

9 

1—3* 

1—5 

Tiger 

1600 

9400 

4250 

6400 

I  ^ 

l-2i 
1-2J 
1—2 

1—4 

Dromedary 

1900 

10500 

5050 

5800 

1     3 

Kangaroo 

1200 

5300 

2350 

3800 

i-«# 

l-3i 

Vultnrc 

800 

3200 

2200 

1550 

l_4 

1—24 

1—2 

Falcon 

500 

1900 

1450 

1200 

1—3* 

1—3 

1— 2« 

Swallow- 

175 

1000 

600 

550 

1— 5f 

l-3i 

1— 3| 

Pie 

450 

2000 

1400 

1200 

VA 

1—3 

§ 

TurVey 

500 

1750 

1250 

1200 

l-2i 

pBurroqoet 

400 

2900 

1400 

1700 

\-i\ 

l-3i 

•-H 

Tortoise 

300 

1600 

500 

1—5^ 

i-i» 

i=ll 

Crocodile 

300 

800 

500 

1=1* 

Viper 

200 

600 

300 

Frog 

300 

500 

• 

400- 

i-ii 

mm 

1-H 

5ihark 

700 

;     2300 

1100 

1— H 

1— If 

Cod 

575 

725 

800 

1=}| 

1-1* 

Lamprey 

275 

400 

300 

a 

1— li 

Angler 

• 

400 

• 

400 

* 

300 

1— I 

hemispheres  are  proportionably  smaller  than 
those  which  we  find  in  many  birds ;  the  di- 
minution in  their  relative  size  not  being 
oonnterbalanced  (aa  it  is  in  some  other  in- 
stances) by  increased  complexity  of  stmc- 
tare.  In  the  class  of  Birds,  we  observe  that 
the  Vulture  and  the  Falcon,  whose  predacious 
instincts  give  them  a  considerable  amount  of 
general  energy,  are  much  inferior  in  the  size 
of  their  brains  to  the  Insessorial  birds,  which 
are  more  intelligent ;  and  that  of  all  there  is 
none  in  which  Uie  brain  is  so  proportionally 
lai^  as  it  is  in  the  Parrot  tribe,  the  educa- 
bility  of  which  is  familiar  to  every  one; 
whilst  the  easily-domesticable,  but  unintel- 
ligent Turkey,  has  a  brain  of  scarcely  half  the 
proportional  size.  The  very  smaU  size  of 
the  cerebrum  in  Reptiles  and  Fishes  com- 
pletely harmonises  vrith  the  same  view ;  these 
animids  presenting  for  the  most  part  but 
feeble  indications  of  intelligence.  Among 
Reptiles,  the  Tortoise  has  a  cerebrum  com- 
parable in  length  to  that  <A  Birds  •,  but  its 
breadth  and  depth  are  far  less.  Hie  largest 
cerebra  among  Fishes  are  found  in  the 
Shark  tribe,  &e  superior  inteUigenoe  of 
which  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  observing  their  habits; 
and  it  is  interesting  to  remark,  that  their 
surfiftce  occasionally  presents  an  appearance 
of  rudimentary  convolutions. 


CASE  OP  CESAREAN  SECTION. 

BT 

James  Whitehsad,  Esa. 

Manchester. 

[For  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 1 


Maby  Ann  Jones,  the  subject  of  the 
following  operation,  was  a  poor  woman 
39  years  of  age,  of  the  lymphatic  tem- 
perament, swarthy  complexion,  and 
of  a  peculiar  bodily  conformation.  Her 
stature  when  married  was  five  feet  and 
one  or  two  inches.  The  forehead  was 
low  and  receding,  the  alveolar  arches 
lai^,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  face 
prominent,  so  as  to  make  the  facial 
angle  more  than  ordinarily  acute.  The 
limbs  were  long  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  the  person,  the  spinal  column 
short,  the  chest  shallow,  and  the  iilxlo- 
men  always  prominent.  She  was  mar- 
ried in  1825,  and  delivered  of  her  first 
child  in  December  of  the  same  year. 
Her  second  delivery  took  place  in 
1828;  third  in  April  1831 ;  and  her 
fourth  in  April  1833.  Each  of  these 
labours  was  natural,  and  comparatively 
easy,  and  her  recovery  speedy.  Three 
of  these  children  are  now  living,  and 
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in  good  health ;  the  fourth  died  early  latter  means  a  coloured  discharge,  and 
from  marasmus.  During  this  last  preg-  other  signs  of  approaching  labour,  were 
nancy  she  became  affected  with  severe  twice  produced,  and  continued  several 
rheumatic  pains  in  the  limbs  and  back,  days,  but  gradually  subsided ;  and 
and  especially  around  the  pelvis ;  the  utero-gestation  having  now  arrived 
labour,  however,  was  easy  and  quick,  near  the  end  of  the  eighth  month,  was 
like  the  preceding  ones,  and  she  had  a  allowed  to  go  on  without  further  inter- 
speedy  recovery  to  a  tolerable  state  of  ference.  It  would  have  been  dan- 
health,  except  that  the  pains  did  not  gerous  to  emplov  a  sharp-pointed  in- 
entirely  leave  her.  During  the  whole  strument  for  perforation,  as  it  was  with 
of  her  next  pregnancy,  which  had  ar-  the  CTcatest  difficulty  that  the  hand 
rived  at  its  full  period  in  November  could  be  introduced,  so  as  barely  to 
1834  (one  year  and  a  half  after  the  touch  the  os  uteri  with  one  finger,  and 
fourth),  she  suffered  severely  from  the  consequently  could  not  be  used  effi- 
pains  above  mentioned,  and  her  stature  ciently^  as  a  guide  for  an  instrument  of 
became  considerably  diminished.     She  this  kmd. 

\i'a8.then  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Clough,  The  patient's  health  had  suffered 
as  a  patient  of  the  Manchester  Lying-  considerably  during  the  last  two  or 
in  Hospital.  Mr.  Clough,  who  was  three  months  of  her  pregnancy.  The 
called  in  for  the  first  time  only  a  few  pains  in  the  back  and  Umbs,  ana  around 
days  before  symptoms  of  labour  came  the  pelvis,  extending  along  the  sciatic 
on,  found  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  and  crural  nerves,  were  very  severe, 
so  considerable — the  antero-posterior,  *  and  for  the  relief  of  which  she  was 
at  its  widest  part,  as  far  as  could  then  prescribed  an  anodyne  medicine,  to  be 
be  ascertained,  being  under  two  inches  taken  during  the  day,  with  an  in- 
— that  it  became  a  question  whether  he  creased  dose  of  it  every  night  at  bed- 
would  not  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  time.  Her  appetite  for  food  was  very 
to  the  CsBsarean  section  as  the  safest,  defective,  and  tne  stomach  exceedingly 
if  not  the  only  available  means  of  de-  irritable. 

livery.  At  a  consultation,  however,  of  It  was  thought  by  those  who  were 
the  medical  officers  of  the  hospital,  one  in  the  habit  of  seeing  her  frequently^ 
only  coincided  with  him  in  opinion,  that  her  stature  had  become  diminish- 
the  majority  recommending-delivery  by  ed  dming  this  pregnancy.  This  cir- 
embryulcia,  which  was  accordingly  cumstance  could  not,  however,  be  con- 
performed,  and  accomplished  with  con-  fidently  asserted,  as  a  measurement  had 
siderable  difficulty.  Her  recovery  was  not  been  previously  made.  She  was, 
favourable,  and  in  six  weeks  she  was  about  six  or  eie^ht  weeks  before  the 
again  able  to  go  about  her  house.  operation,  exactly  four  feet  and  three 

During  the  next  four  years  she  was  inches  high,  thus  shewing  a  diminution 

pregnant  four  times,  and  had  prema-  of  nine  or  ten  inches  at  least  from  her 

ture  labour  induced  at  the  end  of  the  ordinary  stature, 

fourth  month  each  time, — twice  by  Mr.  I  was  summoned  to  attend  her  on 

Clough,  and  twice  by  me ;  the  patient  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  August, 

having  been  placed  under  my  care  in  1840,  gestation  being  then  at  its  full 

consequence  of  Mr.  C.  being  obliged  to  period.     The  pains  were  slight  and 

leave  town  on  account  of  ill  healtii.  lingering,  and  Iby  the  aid  of  an  ano- 

Many  attempts  were  made  during  dyne  draught  she  passed  the  night 
her  late  (1 0th)  pregnancy  to  bring  on  comfortably.  On  the  following  mom- 
abortion,  but  without  success.  The  ing  the  pains  were  still  infrequent  and 
ergot  of  rye,  which  before  had  produced  trifling,  but  of  a  character  indicating 
the  most  desirable  results,  completely  that  labour  was  near.  Four  of  my  pro- 
fiiiled,  although  repeatedly  and  fully  fessional  friends  were  consequently  re- 
tried*. Perforation  of  the  membranes  quested  to  meet  me  in  consultation,  at 
was  also  several  times  attempted,  both  12  o'clock.  Two  of  them  only  could 
by  myself  and  a  professional  friend,  attend  at  that  hour,  and  as  the  pains 
an  old  and  experienced  practitioner,  were  scarcely  more  urgent  than  when 
but  with  no  better  success.  By  this  she  was  visited  in  the  morning,  we 
agreed  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  in  the  even- 

•  It  is  doe  to  Mr.  ciouf^b  to  state,  that  his  ing.    The  patient  had  been  in  active 

employroent  of  the  ergot  of  rye  in  this  instance  labour  two  or  fhrep  hours  whon  wp  nr 

was  iHsfpre  its  specific  power  m  such  cases  was  ^^°^y^  ^5,?  ^^  ^?^^  nouTS  wncn  vte  ar- 

generally  known.  nved.    The  pams  were  strong  and  fre- 
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• 

qnent,  and  evidently  occasioned  great  one  on  each  side  of  her  near  to  me, 

Buffering.   There  haa  been  no  discharge  each  holding  a  candle;   another  was 

except  of  mucus,  so  that  the  mem-  prepared  to  supply   whatever  instru- 

branes  in  all  probability  remained  en-  ments,  sponges,  &c.  might  be  needed. 

tire.    The  frequent  examinations  which  The  external  incision  was  made  in  the 

I  had  previously  made  of  the  pelvis  line  of  the  uterine  axis,  commencing 

had  enabled  me  to  ascertain  with  tole-  about  four  inches  above,  and  extending 

rable  certainty  to  what  extent  the  de-  nearly  the  same  distance    below,  the 

formity  had  proceeded,    and    I    now  umbilicus,andrunninga  little  obliquely 

stated  my  opinion  to  be,  that  the  great-  from  within  outwards :  its  upper  extre- 

est  available  space  at  the  upper  aper-  mity  being  half  an  inch,  and  its  lower 

ture  of  the  pelvis,  in  its  antero-posterior  an  inch  and  a  half  to  the  left  side  of 

diameter,  was  not  more  than  one  inch  the  lineaalba.  A  short  incision  was  first 

and  a  quarter:  in  this  opinion  several  made  through  the  whole  thickness  of  the 

who  had  also  seen  the  patient  with  me  abdominal  parietes,which  were  extreme- 

before  fully  coincided.      It  was  with  ly  attenuated,  and  continued  by  means 

great  difficulty,  however,  that  an  effi-  ofa  director  and  probe-pointed  bistoury, 

cient  examination  could  be  made,  as  The  cut  into  the  uterus  corresponded 

the   contraction  in  the  cavity  of  the  in  direction  with  the  external  one,  and 

pelvis,  and  at  its  outlet,  precluded  the  was  about  seven  inches  long.     A  small 

introduction  of  the  hand  to  a  sufficient  incision  was  first  made  with  the  scalpel, 

extent.    The  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  and  continued  with  the  probe-pointed 

were  found  to  approach  anteriorly  to  bistoury,  the  fingers  being  used  to  di- 

within  a  verv  short  distance  of  each  rect  it  instead  of  the  grooved  probe, 

other,  and  the  outlet  was  much  en-  The  placenta  being  attached  at  this 

croached  upon  by  the  apex  of  the  sa-  part  of  the  womb  was  immediately  torn 

crum.  which  had  advanced  consid.ra-  through  with  the  fingers,  and  the  child 

bly  towards  the  arch    of  the  pubis,  and  it  extracted  without  the  slightest 

After  each  had  again  made  a  careful  difficulty.    The  uterus,  the  parietes  of 

examination,  we  retired  into  another  which,  in  its  distended  state,  were  not 

room  for  consultation.    The  conclusion  thicker  than  shoe-leather,  immediately 

was,  that  the  dimensions  of  the  pelvis  contracted  to  the  size  of  a  child's  head, 

were  too  small,  not  only  for  instnimen-  and  its  walls  became  about  three-quar- 

tal  interference  by  the  natural  pas-  ters  of  an  inch  in  thickness.     Some  of 

sages,  but  also  for  the  fragments  of  the  the  small  intestines  now  protruded  at 

fuetal  cranium  to  pass,  had  perforation  the  upper  part  of  the  wound,  but  were 

and  separation  of  the  bones  oeen  prac-  immediately  replaced,  and  held  in  by 

ticable.      The  Caesarean  section  was  Mr.  Fawdington.    The  parts  were  then 

therefore  decided    upon,    and  recom-  sponged,  the  external  wound  brought 

mended  to  be  performed  without  delay,  together,  and  secured  by  six  interrupted 

I  now  retumea  to  the  room  where  the  sutures,  adhesive  plasters  in  long  straps, 

patient  was  lying,  and  informed  her  and  a  broad  circular  bandage.      The 

that  it  would  be  impossible  to  eiTect  lower  fifth  of  the  wound  was  left  un- 

delivery  in  the  usual  way,  and  that  the  covered  by  adhesive  plasters,  in  order 

only  means  that  could  afford  her  or  to  allow  any  discharge  to  pass  freely 

her  child  a  chance  of  being  saved  was  from  the  interior :    a  piece  of  spread 

the  C cesarean  section,  the  nature  of  lint  and  a  fold  of  the  bandage  being  all 

which  I  briefly  explained  to  her.     She  that  was  thought  necessary  at  this  part, 

consented  without  a  moment's  hesita-  The  loss  of  mood  amounted  to  about 

tion  to  submit  .to  any  operation  that  eight  or  ten  ounces ;  it  issued  princi- 

should  be  deemed  necessary,  and  hoped  pally  from  the  placenta  while  being 

it  might  be  done  as  soon  as  possible.  torn  through.     There  was  very  little 

Catheterism,    and   other    necessary  discharge,  indeed  scarcely  an  oozing  of 

preliminaries,  having  been  attended  to,  blood  from  the  divided  edges,  either  of 

the  patient  was  placed  upon  her  back,  the  abdominal  parietes  or  the  uterus. 
her  shocdders  a  uttle  raised  on  pillows,        The  woman  bore  the  operation  almost 

and  the  knees  flexed  over  the  edge  of  without  a  murmur,  and  said  she  had 

the  bed,  when  I  placed  myself,  for  the  not  suffered  more  than  she  should  have 

sake  of  convenience,  in  the  kneeling  done  from  two  or  three  ordinary  labour 

posture.    Two  assistants  were  stationed  pains.    The  child,  who  was  alive  and 

near  her  shoulders  to  keep  her  still,  and  nealthy,  was  extracted  in  less  than  two 
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minutes  after  the    first  incipion  was  Evening. — ^No  repetition  of  the  vo- 

made,  and  the  whole  operation  com-  miting  since  morning;  thirst  abated | 

pleted,  and  the  patient  in  bed,  in  twelve  no  rigors  |  pulse  112;  the  abdomen  is 

or  fifteen  minutes  from  the  commence-  tender,  and  a  little  tympanitic ;  there 

ment.    The  pulse  was  not  materially  have  been  severe  uterine  pains,  with 

affected,  and  the  patient  was  lively  and  discharge  of  clots  of  blood  per  via$ 

talkative  directly  after  being  put  to  bed.  naturales;    the  bowels  have  not  yet 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  opera-  been  relieved. 

tion,  which  was  at  9  o'clock  P.m.,  three  An  ounce  of  castor  oil  to  be  taken  imme- 

grains  of  solid  opiimi  were  administered,  diately;    the  opium  to  be  continued 

and  directed  to  be  repeated  every  four,  every  six  hoars, 

five,  or  six  hours.    Sjie  pawed  a  com-  Theurins  has  passed  freely,  and  she  has 

fortable  night:    sheht  uterine  pa  ns  ^ept  several  ho\.rs  during  the  afternoon; 

came  on  thrw  or  four  hou«aft<*  the  there  has  been  considerable  ooring  from 

operation,  and  she  had  some  lochia!  j^          ^                    j^      ^^^   f^^,^„ 

discharge  «' the  same  tjme  per  ^««  ^^^  j^^^  ^^^j^  attachments  f  fresh 

^rgtmSlower^art^fThetoS  ^^^•'"aSr ^^nr ^^Bowds^^S 

.Thf  remainder  of  ^  case  shall  b«  „ie1f  bd^J^feled^^ufnof S 

^r"'i^»ir„1^hL^JTfril;  ™v  n^'  tender,    has  sipt  during  the  night 

But  a  httle  abbreviated,  from  my  note-  j^^  j ,'  ^,^j^^^  ^i^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

2tL^iA:iror.:ir^,  srsj^ihStVofcrinsTMi; 

tofea^'comfolb^    JrhrtakeS  --l;  P«J,-  '^0=  fl>-  %^?^T  I^" 

freely^gruel  several  times  during  the  ^1,1  ,ick  ""''^"°"'  ""*  «»«=»">*t«°° 

night,  and  haa  had  a  little  tea  and  Ordered'two  gmms  of  calomel,  to  be  tdcen 

bread  and  butter  for  breakfast ;  the  ^^^^  „^^j  |^  „f     ^       ^^  ,  ^^^  ^^ 

unne  has  passed  freely.     Strict  injunc-  j,^   j^^  irritabUit/ of  the  BtomaA ;  to 

tions  had  .been  given  that  I  should  be  ^.^  anenemaadmimrteredimmediatelT. 

sent  for  whenever  a  desire  to  void  the  -n  -  •         mi,     i        i        _   4:11 

urine  became  urgent.    She,  however.  Evemng.-The  bowels  are  still  un- 

Kot  out  of  bed.  even  without  the  know-  ""."T^^ '  *^?  «"''•"''  f f'"^  "^P'  """"^^ 
ledge  ofthenuree,  while  she  was  absent  V}^  feculent  matter;  abdomen  con- 
from  the  room.    The  opium  has  not  «derably  enlarged,  especially  in  the 
produce*  more  than  a  tranquillizing  region  of  the  right  and  transverse  por- 
effect,  although  nine  grains  iTave  beeS  ?*"«  "^ '^'e  colon ;  hiccough  and  retch- 
taken  at  thmTdoses;  no  thirst;  pulse  96.  >ng  eontmuc.  but  there  Tias  been  no 
_.                    1          *.      -I  .    J          »  return  of  the  vomiting ;   lochial  dis- 
The  opium  to  be  conbnued  in  doses  of  charge  continues,  but  m  small  quan- 
two  grams  every  two  hours.  ^j^y  .  ^^^e  tongue  is  slightly  furre^  and 
End  of  the  first  day.  —  Has  been  has  two  aphthous  patches  near  ks  tip ; 
pretty  easy  and  free  from  pain  during  no  thirst; pulse  120. 
the  greater  part  of  the  day ;  has  taken  To  Uke  four  grains  of  cakmel  and  »x  of 
her  food  with  rehsh  ;  lochial  discharge  extract  of  colocynth  immediately,  and 
continues  m  moderate  quanUtv,    per  the  enema  to  be  rM)eated. 
ffias  naturales  J  the  pulse  was  92  in  the  x                           ^  TL    u*          i_        j 
middle  of  the  day-ft  is  now  104 ;  com-  l^,  consequence  o€  the  hiccough,  and 

plains  of  soreness  over  the  region  of  the  ^JS    °i5;«f^'?'"^''?i  ""^  ^^"^  ^Women, 
stomach,  with  inclination  to  be  sick.  f?,^^,f  ^''*^?^    restlessness,  with    at- 
n  •      .   1.        ..      J  tempts   to   turn    from,  side    to    side. 
Opium  to  be  contmucd.  the  plasters  have  again  become  corn- 
Second  day,  morning.— She  has  been  pletely  loosened,  and  have  been    re- 
very  restless,  and  has  vomited  several  newed.    The  edges  of  the  upper  half 
times  during  the  night,  and  continues  of  the  wound  are  in  close  contact,  and 
to  do  so  :  the  matter  ejected  from  the  appear  to  have  adhered ;  the  lower  half 
stomach  is  a  thick  brown  fluid,  like  is  much  separated  in  the  intervals  be- 
yeast,  and  smells  very  sour;  pulse  136;  tween  the  sutures,  and  one  or  two  of 
thirst  urgent.  the  threads  seem  in  danger  of  being 
Ordered  a  saline  mixture,  to  be  taken  in  a  torn  out,    Catheterism  was  performed 
state  of  effervescence  every  three  or  four  although  she  bad  no  difficulty  in  void- 
^o^n.  ing  the  urine,  but  complained  of  un* 
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easiness  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  R     Mist.  Cretv,  Jv. ;    Conf.  Aromat. 

arising  probably  from  the  costive  state  3i88. ;    Tinct    Opii,    tl^xxx. ;    Tinct. 

of  the  bowels.  Catechu,  ^j*     M.  fiat  mist,  cujus  sum. 

4th  day,  morning. — ^The  bowels  have  5  J*  ^l-q*  3tiia  horis. 
been  freely    acted    upon  three   times  She  continues  to  take  her  food  remark- 
since  midnight  J    tension  and  unea*i-  ably  well.    To-day  she  took  a  basin  of 
ness  of  the  abdomen  much  relieved ;  boiled  milk  with  bread  for  breakfast ; 
hiccough  abated ;  thirst  considerable ;  beef-tea,  with  a  glass  of  sherry  wine  in 
tongue  white ;  pulse  124.  it— she  preferred  them  mixed  together- 
Ordered  the  opium  to  be  continued  in  at  11  o'clock :  two  small  mutton  chops 
doses  of  two  grains  every  eight  hours  ;  and  potatoes,  with  a  little  jelly  and  a 
to  take  barley-waterinstead  of  common  glass   of  wine,  at  half-past  two;  and 
gruel  for  beverage.  tea  and  ^el,   with  a  little  wine,  at 
Evening.— Bowels    have  been  eva-  separate  times  during  the  evening, 
cuated  copiously  several  times  since  7th  day,  morning. — Has  slept  well 
morning;  dejections  liquid,  but  quite  during  the  night;    tongue  clean;    no 
fflBCulent;    the  abdomen  is  no  longer  thirst;  pulse  118;  belly  soft,  and  free 
tense  or  painful  on  pressure ;  the  unne  ^^m  pain ;  the  bowels  have  acted  four 
has  passed  freely  ;  tongue  white ;  pulse  times  since  last  evening. 
120.     Her  appetite  for  food  hasDeen  To  continue  taking  the  astringent  mixture, 
very  good  ever  since  the  operation,  and  and  pills  of  quinine  and  opium. 

pf 'e^"ef  »^  beStea  Z^'  ^"^^"^  Evening.-Puke  120,  appetite  good , 

&K  J,  ,  ^;    •     ^'^hf"-  r.  J  the  other  symptoms  the  same  as  they 

5th  day,  moming.-Has,  had  a  very  ^^^^  j^  the^noming ;  the  edges  of  the 

restless  night  owing  to  the  bowels  hav-  „^^i  „e  red,  andUgin  to  throw  out 

ing  been  too  much  relaxed;  she  became  Wealthy  granulations!    the  -secretion 

venr  cold  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  ^^^  it  is  sanio-purulent.     There  has 

T     '°'\'i""«''  «°  *^°'  ^"'"^  '•"'^  V"  hitherto  been  the  greatest  difficulty  to 

though  the  weather  was  oppressively  ^       t^e  edges  of  the  wound  in  ap^si- 

hot.    Has  taken  a  pint  of  gruel  with  a  ^^^  ^^  its  lower  half,  although  the 

glass  of  sherry  wine  m  it  smce  mid-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^   ^^  ^^^^  J       . 

night.    Pulse  128.  common  use  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  : 

To  take  her  dose  of  opium  immediately.  they  are  applied  in  long  straps,  so  as 

Evening. — Bowels  have  been  moved  to  reach  round  tlie  body.    But  the  heat 

twice  since  morning ;  belly  quite  easy ;  of  the  skin,  the  constant  oozinff  from 

tongue  clean  and  moist,  and  the  apn-  the  edges  of  the  wound,  and  the  per- 

thae  have  nearly  disappeared ;   thirst  spiration,  the  continual  movements  of 

abated;  pulse  120;    has  slept  several  the  abdominal  parietes  following  the 

hours.    On  raising  the  lint  from  a  part  respiratory  actions,  together  with  other 

of  the  wound  uncovered  by  adhesive  more  powerful    impulsions,    as    from 

straps,  a  little  healthy    looking   pus  coughing,  straining,  turning  about  from 

appeared  on  the  edc^es — not  oozing  out  one  side  to  the  other,  in  spite  of  the 

from  the  abdominal  cavity :  this  is  the  strictest  injunctions  to  keep  quiet,  all 

first  appearance  of  suppurative  action,  tend  to  loosen  and  soften  tne  plftsterEf. 

Ordered  the  opium  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  "^^^  abdomen  being  so  pendulous,  too, 

one  grain,combined  with  the  same  quan-  Ij^ng  on  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs, 

tity  of  sulphate  of  quinine  every  6  hours,  and  appearinp^  as  if  all  the  viscera  were 

^^,     ,                •           TT               J  impacted  in  its  lower  region,  render  it 

6th  day,  morning. —  Has  passed  a  difficult  to  secure  the  parts  properly. 

sleeplessbutnotuneasy  night;  she  slept  -.^.i.                *_^f.i 

mucli  yesterday ;  the  ton^e  continues  ^o  take  six  ounces  of  porter  twice  a  day. 

moist  and  clean ;  thirst  rather  more  ur-  8th  day,  morning. — Has  slept  well 

gent ;  belly  free  from  tension  or  pain ;  the  during  the  night ;  tongue  clean ;  pulse 

bowels  have  acted  five  times  during  the  120;    bowels    regular;    considerable 

last  twelve  hours;  pulse  130.  oozing  from  the  wound. 

Evening. — As  the  bowels  continued  Evening. ~ Pulse  120 ;   other  symp- 

to  act  too  freely,  the  followinc^  mixture  toms  the  same  as  in  the  morning ;  the 

was  prescribed  in  the  middle  of  the  appetite  continues  very  good ;  she  has 

day,  which  has  arrested  the  purj^ng,  taken  two  hearty  meate  of  animal  food, 

and  she  now  feels  much  more  comiorta-  and  a  pint  bottle  of  porter,  besides 

ble : —  gruel,  with  wine,  at  intervals  during  the 
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day ;  the  plasters  hare  become  com-  On  raising  the  plasters  from  the  lower 
pleteljr  loosened,  so  as  to  allow  the  part  of  the  wound,  it  seems  much  con- 
edges  of  the  wound  to  fall  apart.  In-  tracted,  and  not  more  than  three  inches 
stead  of  the  common  bandage  I  have  in  length  from  its  upper  to  its  lower  ex- 
this  evening  applied  a  broad  belt,  which  tremity .  The  labouring  man's  belt,  t>ro- 
buckles  by  three  straps  in  front,  such  perly  adjusted,  forms  a  most  excellent 
as  labouring  men  wear.  bandage  j  and  the  new  plastermaintains 

Omit  the  astringent  mixture.  the  edges  of  the  wound  in  perfect  con- 

.    .  tact,  and  is  not  affected  either  by  the 

9th  day,  morning.— -Has  had  a  com-    moisture  or  warmth  of  the  parts, 
fortable  night;  bowels  regular;  tongue        n^^i  day,  morning.— Has  passed  a 
clean ;  pulse  126.  comfortable  night ;  tongue  clean  ;  no 

Evenmg.  — -All  the  symptoms  the    thirst;  pulse  126;  abdomen  easy;  the 
same  as  in  the  morning.      She  has    bowels  have  acted  three  times, 
taken  her  meals  quite  as  well,  and  with        ^^^^^  ^  j^^^  arrow-root  with  brandy, 
as  much  relish,  as  she  did  yesterday.  ^  ^^  ^^  occarionaUy. 

The  edges  of  the  wound  have  thrown 

out  healthy  granulations  the  whole  Evening.  —  The  appetite  remains 
length,  and  secrete  a  healthy  pus;  but  quite  as  good  as  before.  To-day  she 
in  consequence  of  several  of  tne  sutures  took  coffee,  with  bread  and  butter,  and 
having  been  torn  out,  and  the  diffi-  an  egg,  for  breakfast;  mutton  chops 
culty  of  keeping  the  edges  at  the  lower  and  potatoes,  with  porter,  for  dinner, 
half  in  apposition,  no  healing  has  yet  and  gruel  with  a  little  brandy  at  inter- 
taken  place.  There  was  not  the  vals  during  the  day.  She  has  taken 
slightest  disposition  in  the  parta  to  three  half  pints  of  porter  since  mom- 
heal  by  the  first  action,  as  the  edges  at  ing.  The  bowels  have  acted  too  freely 
their  upper  third  or  half  were  kept  to-day,  but  without  pain  ;  tongue  clean 
well  in  contact  until  the  period  of  re-  and  moist ;  no  thirst ;  pulse  130.  The 
action  was  fairly  past,  and  no  healing  pain  of  the  hips  has  entirely  left  her. 
was  effected.  The  upper  third  of  the  Ordered  an  ounce  of  the  astringent  mix- 
wound  seemed  to  be  healed,  as  men-  tore,  as  prescribed  on  the  sixth  day,  to 
tioned  in  the  notes  at  the  end  of  the  be  taken  immediately, 
third  day,  but  afterwards  separated.  j^th  day,  morning.— Has  passed  a 
I  have  introduced  four  new  sutures  and  gi^epless  night,  but%emainB*^without 
secured  the  wmind  well  together,  by  .^  abdomen  quite  easy;  bowels  have 
means  of  a  different  kind  of  planter,  i^^^^^j  ^^j  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^.^^  1^ 
recommended  by  Dr.  Robinson,  which  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  haggard,  andmuch 
18  composed  of  ec^ual  parts  of  the  em-    g^^jjciated 

plastrum  labdani  comp.,  and  emp.  Evening.-She  has  been  restless  aU 
Kiponis,  spread  upon  strong  canvass.  .  and  feels  exhausted  for  ^vant 
At  this  dressing  the  wound  was  very    ^^^^^  ^^^  complains  of  her  bowels 

arge.     A  smafl  knuckle  of  bowel,  the    i,eing     griped     and     uneasy.       The 
breadth  of  a  sixpence,  covered  with  ^^  Is  clean,  but   pretefnaturally 

granulations  was  insinuated  betwixt  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  symptoms  may  possibly 
the  edges  at  the  upper  part ;  the  granu-  y^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  {j^^  ^^^.^^  ^^  ^^  ^ 
lating  edges  of  the  uterus  were  seen  .  ^,^^^^  .^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  h^^ 
below.      Firm  adhesions  are    formed        ^      ,  j     .^  ,*    i.      . 

between  the  neighbouring  viscera  and  To  take  one  grain  and  a  half  of  opiran. 
the  parietal  peritoneum,  near  the  sur-  ^f^^"]  ounce  of  the  astnngent  mature 

face  of.  the  external  wound.     These  **  bed-time. 

adhesions  were  noticed  on  the  3d  day.      There    has  been  no  perceptible  dis- 
10th  day,  morning. — Has  passed  a    charge    from  the  uterus    for    several 
restless  night,  from  pain  in  the  hips    days. 

and  back  ;  pulse  120;   tongue  clean.  iSthday,  morning.— She  has  pjissed  a 

Evening. — Pain  in  the  hips  conti-    very  comfortable  night,  and  feels  quite 

nues;   pulse  120;    tongue  clean  and    refreshed;  the  bowels  are  auiteeasy; 

moist;  no  thirst.  "Appetite  as  usual.       tongue  clean  and  moist;  pulse  120. 

Ordered  an  emplastnira  belladonnae  to  be        Evening.  — She  has  taken  her  food 

applied  over  the  ischiatic  foramen  on    heartily  dunng  the  day,  and  is  cheerful 

each  side,  being  the  parts  to  which  the    and  in  high  spirits.     The   bowels  arc 

pain  is  referred,  easy   and    regular  ;    tongue   clean  ;  is 
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quite  free  from  pain,  and  seems  every  She  sat  up  about  an  hour  this  afternoon, 

way  to  be  in  a  favourable  state,  except  and  was  in  high  spirits, 

that  the  pulse  remains   at  120  beats  20th  day. — Still  improving.  Appetite, 

in  the  minute.  ^od ;  tongue  clean ;  bowels  regular ; 

I4th  day,  evening.— She   was  dis-  indeed  there  remains  scarcely  an  un- 

turbed  during  part  of  last  night  by  the  favourable  symptom,  except  that  the 

pain  in  the  hips  and  along  the  right  pulse  is  again  at  120,  without  any  as- 

thigh,  which  has  continued  to  trouble  signable  cause. 

her  occasionally  during  the  day.    Her  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^          ^^    ^^^^ 

bowels,  however,  pre  easy  and  regular ;  ^^  ^^^ 
tongue  clean ;  appetite  good ;  pulse  116. 

Ordered  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  to  ^  ll^^K^'T^^^  continues  improving, 

be  taken  at  bed-time.  P^^^se  120;  tongue  a  httle  aphthous  on 

iFi*v.  ^o.r    ««««:««     rru«  ««;«   ««  ^^^  side.    The  wound  looks  healthy, 

tirif;i&rir„"ihi:?n'd  &:;-t  ^i^jr^  <>'  *'-«"8  ^  «»-^  - 

r«  Ir^p^S  J^  *nL  o  ^Tn^f  fi.^^  ^8  referred  to  the  ischiatic  region.    On 

is  orderea  to  take  a  dose  of  the  astnn-  ^„i,:««.„^i„„4.«  ««^«»i«„*:^^«^„«,«ii 

Sat^^S^lth^^hrufJ^  TnS^te^^SS^ssTr^^^^^^ 

UhitL'd'bf^^^^^^^  lEe^Xft^^^^^^^^^^ 

16th  day,  mJrn^n^^^  sSTrvtan^^^^^^^^^^^ 

fZc^^fcWn^     ^Et^r^^^  course  down  the  thigh.    Tongue  moist, 

tongue    clean;    pulse   110;     appetite  but  aphthous;  puke^  115.      ^ 

Evening.— She  has  taken  very  little  Ordered  the  mel  borads  to  be  appUed  to 

sustenance  since  morning,  and  feels  theaphth«. 

languid  and  in  low  spirits.  The  tongue  Evening.— She  has  not  taken  her 

is   clean,  but  dry ;   mouth    parched ;  food  so  well  to-day ;  the  pain  of  the 

pulse   130,  and  feeble.      She  has  no  hips  continues  severe ;  tongue  dry  and 

pain.     On  dressing  the  wound,    the  red ;  pidse  120. 

edges  have  become  quite  flabby  since  Ordered  one  grain  of  opium  to  be  taken 

the  last  dressing,  a^  the  granulations  at  bed-time,  and  barley-water  or  thin 

look  pale.     It  is  diflicult  to  account  for  gruel  to  be  continued  for  beverage, 

this  very    sudden    and   unfavourable  ^o,  ,               .         tt        ,     .       « 

change  ^^  "*y»  nioniing.— Has  slept  well 

rvJ    A                  J    V  ir  r     -i.    •  during  the  night;  tongue  no  worse; 

Ordered  an  ounce  and » half  of  port  wme  pulse  120         »      »         o                         t 

to  l^  taken  every  four  hours.  ^  Evening.-She  has  had  a  return  of 
17th  day,  morning.— She  has  passed  the  pain  in  the  hips  and  back,  and  does 
a  comfortable  night,  and  is  free  from  not  feel  so  well  as  before.  The  tongue 
pain ;  the  bowels  are  regular ;  tongue  ig  red  and  aphthous  at  its  edges,  and 
not  so  dry;  pulse  104,  with  a  Httle  the  throat  smarts  when  wine  or  porter 
more  volume.  ^  .  is  taken.  Pulse  120,  irregular  and  in- 
Evening.—  bne  seems  to  be  much  im-  termittent. 
proved  smce  morning.    The  appetite  q^^  ^i^  ^^j^^^    To  take  the  foUowing 

^  t Q*u  J                •           rpi.         .       ri.  P»"»  **  bed-time :  J,.  Ext.  Hyosciami; 

18th  day,  evening.-The  pain  of  her  &yd.  cum  Cret.  L  gr.  iv.  M.  ft. 

nips   disturbed  her  rest  a  little  last  pa.  y. 

night,  but  she  is  quite  free  from  it  ^    ,       .*                   ,  ,              ,    . 

now,  and  is  better  in  every  fespect;  On  dressing  the  wound  the  granulations 

pulse  1 24.  ^^^^  healthy,  but  its  lower  portion  has 

T«  fov^  1 •     r     • -*  1,^  ♦;«-  -  A  Jio^  yet  adhered ;  the  uterus  is  appa- 

JfLntiS^T  ''P                        '  rently  quite  healed.                         ^^ 

to  conUnue  the  wme.  o.4*u  7i««.  «,^««:«^      u— .  u^a  «  «^«. 

io*u  J         oi_     .      ..11   •           •  a4th  day,  morning. — Hashadacom- 

i     1  m^'I"^*'*^  18  still  improving :  fortable  night,  although  but  very  little 

pulse  110;  the  wound  looks  well,  and  gieep;  tongue  still  red  and  aphthous; 

the    pnulations    are   plentiful,    and  pulse  106,  small  and  feeble, 

healthy  in  appearance.  Evening.-Has  not  been  so  well  to- 

To  continue  the  wine.  day  as  yesterday;  tongue  no  better; 

719.— xxviii.  3  p 
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pulse  120;  appetite  impaired;  bowels  To  take  a  draught  of  the   astriogent 

confined.  mixture. 

To  take  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  a  grain  30th  day,  morning. — Has  passed  a 

of  opium  two  hours  afterwards.  sleepless  Jiight;  tongue  and  throat  in 

25th  day,  moming.-Has  had  a  better  V^^  bad  state;  the  wine  with  cin- 

night ;  slept  seveiuf  hours ;  the  bowels  ^^Z'^*    produces  mtokrable  smarting 

have  acteS   twice   since  the  oil  was  ^?^".  ^t'^J  P"^^  .^^'  intermittent, 

taken;  tongue  somewhat  better ;  pulse  ?^^  }^.  taken  a  pint  of  prael  with 

112,  with  alittle  more  volume.  ^'"^^7  1"™&  ,*«  °»FH  and  the  wine 

T?«o«;««  _Tj«,„^io  !,«««  ««f«^  .»„^*.i  and  cinchona  at  regular  intervals. 


on  fevouraoly.  .,        -^,- 

26thday,evening.~Hadaverycom.  °^<^«>^  ascandes.    The  worms   came 

fortable  nTght;  appetite  pretty  good,  ^^^^^  ^"^  a  mass  as  large  as  apulUtfs 

pulse  108  in  the  morning,  now  1201  *-*g»»  enveloped  in  mucu8--a  complete 

The  pain  in  the  back  and  Hips  has  re-  ^,«1^-  Jhe  wound  was  dre«jed  at  12 

turn5with  great  severity  j  the  tongue  °  ^|^^  •  »'  looks  flabby,  and  the  gr»- 

continues    aphthous    at    its    tip    Snd  nulations  we  pale  and  much  reduced. 

edges,   and  severe  smarting  is  com-  ^"^^  ^^^  ^^^  ,^i  ™  ™®  ^^  ""^^Z 
plSned  of  in  the  throat  and  gullet  chona  has  been  taken  to-dav;  it  seemed 
when  any  thing  is  swaUowed.  ^  have  afforded  no  benefit  whatever, 
"^         °  and  produced  so  much  smartmg,  that 
Ordered  a  grain  of  opium  and  two  of  its  continuance  was  not  insisted  upon. 
Hyd.  c.  Cret.  to  be  taken  every  four  The  pain  of  the  hips  and  thigh  has 
hours.      Continue  the  mel  boracSs  to  almost  entirely  left, 
the  tongue.  3l8t  ^ay,  evening.— Had  a  restless 
27th  day,  evening.-She  was  very  night  from  pain  in  Oie  hips  and  thig:h ; 
restless  all  last   night.     Mouth  and  *???g^«  ,^^7  and  treimdous,  with  an  ra- 
fauces  worse;  the  pain  and  smarting  ability  to  protnide  it  beyond  the  teeth ; 
along  the  cesophagus  is  very  severe,  so  P^*^  ^^'  ^°^^  *^^  intermittent 
that  she  is  not  able  to  swallow  any  Ordered  to  take  as  much  brandy  and  gmel 
thing[  except  tlie  mildest  fluids ;  pulse  as  she  is  able. 
110,  uregular  and  feeble.  3^^  day.morning.-She  is  evidenay 
Applied  the  nitrate    of  silver   to  the  sinking;    pulse  nutteiing  and  inter- 
aphthae,  mittent ;  tongue  dry,  red,  and  glazed. 
28th  day.  evening.— The  mouth  and  She  is  very    still,    and  unwiUing  to 
throat  arc  a  little  easier;  pain  in  the  «P^®T^°^'^-      , 
right  hip  and  thigh  continues ;  pulse  Evening.— The  tongue  appears  more 
1 10,  feeble.   She  has  taken  a  fair  quauT  ^^^^  ?  V"^^  86,  ^ith  a  little  more  vo- 
tity  of  boiled  milk,  sago,  and  beef-tea  lume,  regular ;  wound  the  same.    Has 
during  the  day.  The  wound  still  looks  V^^  (our  thick  ffficulent   motions, 
well,  and  the  suppuration  is  healthy,  a^d  on  the  whole  seems  better. 

^^                            ^  33d  day. — The    patient   died   this 

Ordered  as  much  gruel  and  brandy,  mixed  morning  at  7  o'clock  ;  32  days  and  10 

in  equal  proportions,  as  she  can  take.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^j^e  operation. 

To  continue  the  opium  without  the  q^  inspecting  the  body  13  hou« 

Hyd.  c.  Creta.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^   ^^  ^pp^^      ^^    ^^    ^^k^ 

29th  day,  evening. — Slept  better  last,  wound,  three  inches  in  length,   had 

night.      She  has  been  taking,  since  healed  by  granulation.  A  small  knuckle, 

morning,  fifteen  grains  of  powdered  the  size  of  a  section  of  a  hazle  nut,  of 

cinchona  in  an  ounce  of  port  wine  the  intestinum  ileum,  had  insinuated 

every  four  hours.    Mouth  no  better ;  itself  between  the  edses  at  this  part, 

pulse  120,  feeble  and  irregular.    She  but  did  not  protrude  oeyond ;  its  sur- 

nas  taken  two  pints  of  gruel  and  milk  face  was  covered  with   granulations, 

with  brandy  during  the  day.    Bowels  The  rest  of  the  wound  was  flabby ; 

relaxed.  and  the  granulations,  which  appeared 
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so  luxuriant  and  healthy  a  week  before,  ANGINA  PECTORIS, 

had    become    partially  absorbed.     A  

smaU  ctd  de  sac  existed  between  the  «,» ^,x^  «j.^      x-r    >-r  j-    i  #-.     a* 

lower  extremity  of  the  cicatrix  and  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

the  fundus  uten;  this  was  in  progress  Sir, 

of  being  filled  up  by  granulation.  >The  The  obscurity  which  han^  over  the 
incision  into  the  uterus  was  at  its  pathology  of  angina  pectoris  gives  im- 
fundus,  and  at  this  time  one  inch  in  portance  to  evidence  of  even  a  negative 
leneth ;  both  sides  were  studded  with  character.  This,  together  with  the  un- 
heathy  granulations,  a  circumstance  usually  rapid  progress  and  termination 
somewhat  remarkable,  considering  the  of  the  following  case,  must  plead  my 
nnhealthy  appearance  of  the  external  apology  for  intruding  it  on  the  columns 
wound.  I  believe  that  the  wound  in  of  your  journal. — I  am,  sir, 
the  womb  had  been  healed,  as  previ-  Your  obedient  servant, 
ously  mentioned  in  the  notes  of  the  John  Fosse  Harding, 
23d  day,  but  subsequently  separated  M.R,c.s.  and  l^.R.M.C.& 
at  the  time  when  the  reparative  pro-  Spencer  Street,  Northampton  Square, 
cess  ceased  to  go  on  externally,  and  ^°^^*  **'  ^**'-  . 
that  the  adhesions  were  destroyed  by  j,  c.,  «t.  64,  full  habit  and  sanguine 
absorpuon.  The  womb,  which  is  m  temperament,  applied  to  me  on  the  16th 
my  possession,  was  scarcely  larger  than  -^^^^  ^^ile  labouring  under  an  attack 
It  IS  usually  seen  to  be  m  its  healthy  of  intense  dyspnea,  which  disappeared 
unimpregnated  state.  The  external  ^^der  the  use  of  aperients,  &c.  I 
wound,  as  wcU  as  that  m  the  uterus,  g^ould  have  attributed  the  affection  to 
was  excluded  from  the  general  pen-  ^  functional  disturbance  of  the  diges- 
toncal  cavitv  by  a  most  complete  bam-  tive  system,  had  not  a  recuiTence  of  the 
cado,  formed  by  adhesion  of  the  parietal  attack  on  the  20th  insL  led  me  to  exa- 
and  visceral  peritoneal  surfaces,  im-  niine  the  symptoms  with  greater  atten- 
perforate  at  every  point,  and  situated  tion.  I  ascertained  that  the  paroxysms 
at  a  distance  of  from  half  an  inch  to  an  ^gre  brought  on  and  increased  by  any 
inch  fromthe  edges  of  the  external  muscular  effort.  The  first  sensation 
wound.  These  adhesions  were  perfect  complained  of  was  an  agonising  sense 
on  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  ^f  constriction  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
and  I  think  earlier.  On  careMly  dis-  thorax,  succeeded  by  a  painful  tingling 
secting  away  the  peritoneum  from  the  of  the  left  arm,  extending  to  the  extre- 
fore  part  of  the  pelvis  on  its  inner  as-  mitiesof  the  fingers.  These  symptoms, 
pect,  a  gush  of  well-formed  pus  flowed  together  with  the  dyspnoea,  continued 
out  from  the  side  of  the  nght  psoas  to  increase  progressively  for  about  ten 
muscle.  The  cavity  containing  this  minutes,  after  which  they  disappeared 
fluid  was  within  the  sheath  of  the  ^  gradually.  The  lungs  were  ascer- 
psoas  magnus,  and  was  traced  forwards  tained  on  auscultation  to  be  perfectly 
to  the  body  of  the  pubis,  and  thence  healthy.  The  impulse  of  Uie  heart  was 
downwards  to  the  cavity  of  the  hip-  increased,  and  the  second  sound  accom- 
joint,  which  was  filled  with  matter  of  panied  by  a  bruit  de  souflle,  which  was 
the  same  kind.  The  ligamenta  teres  particularly  audible  above  the  left  cla- 
and  transversum  were  almost  entirely  vide.  The  coexistence  of  these  symp- 
absorbed ;  and  the  head  of  the  thigh-  toms,  without  any  appreciable  lesion, 
bone,  and  corresponding  surface  of  the  did  not  allow  me  to  hesitate  to  diagnos- 
acetabulum,  were  denuded  of  cartilage,  ticate— angina  pectoris.  Depletion,  an- 
and  quite  carious.  Prom  the  hip-joint  tispasmodics,  full  doses  of  acid,  hydro- 
the  abscess  had  taken  a  course  up-  cyan.  &c.  were  persevered  in  for  some 
wards,  passing  beneath  the  cotyloid  days  without  any  apparent  relief.  On 
ligament  and  periosteum,  over  the  body  the  25th  inst.  in  consultation,  Dr. 
of  the  pubis  to  its  posterior  aspect,  the  Latham  suggested  an  opiate  at  bed- 
whole  of  which  was  also  carious.  The  time  in  addition  to  the  means  formerly 
stomach,  bowels,  liver,  and  other  abdo-  employed.  On  the  following  morning 
minal  viscera  appeared  healthy.  the  patient  considered  himself  much 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.]  ^<>r?«»  ^^^  S^a^d.  that  the  paroxysms 

had  been  more  frequentand  more  intense 


during  the  past  nic^ht  than  previously. 
On  the  cvcninsr  of  ttie  2(>th  he  was  again 
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▼isited :  he  had  had  eight  or  nine  parox-  or  laceration,  of  the  surrounding  parts  ; 

ysms  during   the    day ;    countenance  but  until  I  saw  the  following  case,  I 

anxious ;  pulse  vibrating.  The  draught  never  had  met  vnth  a  rupture  of  the 

was  again  administered,  and  the  pa-  tendon  of  the  rectus  femoris  muscle 

tient's  friends  warned  of  the  increased  unattended  with  fracture,  dislocation,, 

probability    of   a     speedy    and    sud-  orIaceration,of  the  adjacent  parts;  and 

den    termination    or    his     existence,  if  mv  memory  serves  me  right,  I  do  not 

The   prognosis  was    verified   by  the  think  there  is  a  case  on  record  of  the 

patient's  death  on  that  night,  at  about  kind. 

two  A.M.     Having  obtained  permission        Mr.  6.  Shindler,  a  printer,  a  fine 

to  examine  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  stout  hale  man,  was  induced  to  join 

viscera,  we  proceeded  in  the  evening  of  his  son  in  walking  to  Woolwich,  & 

the  27th  to  the  autopsy.  distance  of  five  miles,  to  see  the  launch 

The  pleurs  were  found  perfectly  free  of  her  Majestv's  ship,  the  Trafalgar, 
from  a<&esions,  and  the  pulmonaiy  tis<  In  returning,  both  of  them  ran  some 
sue  healthy  throughout.  The  pericar-  distance,  when  from  a  sudden  trip  of 
dium  contained  EU>out  two  ounces  of  thefoot^Mr.  Shindlerfelltotheground» 
serous  fluid,  perfectly  transparent  and'  He  heard  a  loud  snap  just  above  the 
free  from  lymph.  On  examining  the  knee-pan,  and  nearly  fainted  from  the 
external  appearance  of  the  heart,  we  excessive  pain.  With  difficulty  he  was 
found  it  slightly  enlarged  and  loaded  got  up,  and  removed  home,  when  he 
with  fat.  A  few  opaque  patches  were  applied  hot  fomentations  to  the  thigh, 
^  ol)served,  as  if  produced  by  thickening  gave  it  rest,  and  thereby  recovered  from 
of  the  serous  membrane  investing  the  tne  severity  of  the  injury.  Six  weeks 
heart.  The  coronary  arteries  of  course  afterwards  he  for  the  first  time  applied 
received  our  special  attention,  and  were  to  me,  stating  that  he  had  to  walk  to 
found  in  every  respect  perfectly  normal,  and  from  his  shop,  which  caused  great 
Neither  the  osseous  degeneration  nor  pain  in  the  thigh^  and  he  stated,  in 
calcareous  deposits  could  be  ascer-  addition,  that  there  was  a  very  large 
tained  to  exist.  On  laying  open  the  swelling,  which,,  on  examination,  I 
left  ventricle,  the  muscular  structure  found  to  be  the  rectus  femoris  mus- 
was  found  in  such  a  state  of  ramollissc-  cle,  drawn  one-third  up  the  thi^h,. 
ment,  that  the  finger  could  be  passed  and  with  a  correspondinc^  depression 
through  the  parietes  without  difficulty  above  the  patella.  In  tnese  days  it 
at  any  part.  The  aortic  valves  were  might  have  been  supposed  that  no  one 
found  in  every  respect  healthy,  with  would  be  at  a  loss  to  restore  the  injury, 
the  exception  of  a  slight  hypertrophy  hearing  and  seeing  how  tendons  are 
of  the  corpora  arantii.  The  mitnu  divided  with  so  much  sang  froid,  and 
valves  presented  a  cartilagfinous  thick-  with  such  reported  good  success.  In 
ening,  out  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  this  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  do  not 
interfere  materially  with  the  due  per-  call  in  question  that  great  improvement 
formance  of  their  functions.  Thenght  in  modem  surgery,  tne  cure  of  talipes 
cavities  of  the  heart  were  next  exa-  by  incision  and  extension,  forming  as 
mined,  but  no  morbid  appearance  could  it  does  one  of  the  most  efficient  means 
be  discovered,  with  the  exception  of  in  the  cure  of  that  kind  of  deformity, 
the  ramollissement  above  alluded  to.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  ten- 
which  was  common  to  both  sides.  The  dinous  structures,  after  division,  have  a 
aorta  and  abdominal  viscera  were  per-  tendency  to  approximate ;  and  the  ex- 
fectly  free  from  disease.  As  an  exa-  periments  of  Guntber,  "Von  Ammon, 
znination  of  the  cranial  cavity  was  ob-  and  Bouvier,  on  dogs  and  horses,  have 
^ected  to,  we  were  unable  to  push  our  supported  such  a  statement,  showing 
investigations  any  further.  an  intervening  ligamentous  substance, 
—  uniting  the  divided  ends  of  a  tendon. 

RUPTURE    OF  THE   RECTUS  Now  my  patient's  case  is  the  reverse, 

FEMORIS.  *  and  I  am  unable  ta  effect  any  ^ood  by 

position  or  pressure.  I  informed  Mr.  S. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  that,  as  far  as  the  injured  muscle  was 

Sir,  concerned,  the  power  was  gone,  but 

I  HAVE  known  ruptures  of  the  tendo  that  it  will  be  supplied  from  the  two 

Achillis,  plantaris  and  palmaris  longus  vasti    muscles.      Therefore    the    only 

muscles,  without  fracture,  dislocation,  measure  I  adopted  was  to  remove  the 
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tenderness  by  counter-irritation,  and  to  of  too  great  a  separation  of  the  muscle, 

endeavour  to  restoie  the  lost  power  by  or  of  a  neglect  of  the  proper  orthoph- 

extension  of  the  leg.    By  tne  bye  I  thalmic  measures  after  the  operation, 

have  somewhere  heard  it  said,  when  or  of  all  these  or  any  other  causes, 

speaking  of  the  cure  of  talipes,  that  it  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  early 

would  l^  advisable  to  divide  the  tendon  operations  were  performed  with  as  mucn 

near  to  the  fleshy  or  muscular  part,  rashness  as  tlie  early  writings  were 

l^bably,  in  the  above  case,  the  rup-  published :    the  results  of  both  have 

ture  may  be  near   to    the  muscular  been  alike  unsatisfactory ;  but  it  is  to 

bands,  but  I  am  not  able  by  examination  be  hoped  that  the  perfection  of  the 

to  ascertain  the  exact  part  tisat  is  sepa-  mode  of  treatment  will,  now  that  a 

fluted ;  I  idiould,  consequently,  be  slow  foundation  of  numerous  failures  has 

to  admit  such  a  doctrine  in  the  opera-  been  laid,  be  at  last  established.    The 

tion  for  talipes. — I  remain,  operation  for  strabismus  is  peculiarly 

Yours  respectfully,  one  of  which  the  results  ought  to  be 

John  Grantham,  calculable  with  a  mathematical  accu- 

Cnyfopd,  Sent,  Sept  C,isu.  -Tacy^  its  frequent  performance  might 


have  been  expected   to    afford  ample 

ANALYSES  ...  NOTICES  o,  BOOKS.  >Sf  ^d  "of  £  p^;Sog  of  t 

motions  of  the  eye;  but  the  true  science 

-a'Auteur  ^^^on^er^^^^^^             .e  ^f  gtrabUmus  is  as  yet  very  obscure. 

The  Cure    qf  Strabismus  by  Surgical  The  Grave  Yards  tf  London,  being  an 

Operation.   By  W.  Mackenzie,  M.D.  Exposition  of  the  Consequences  conr 

.    &c.    Being  an  Appendix  to  the  first,  «<?c/ed  with  the  Pestilential  Custom  qf 

second^  and  third  editions  of   his  depositing  the  Dead  in  the  Midst  of  the 

"  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  Living.  By  G.  A.  Walker,  Surgeon, 

of  the  Eye."    8vo.  pp.30.    London,  8vo.  pp.  46.    London. 

^841.  In  Dec.  1839,  soon  after  Mr.  Walker 

After  so  much  has  been  written  rashly  published  his  larger  work,  "  Gatherings 

on  this  subject,  it  is  well  to  find  some  from  Grave  Yards,"  we  recommended 

calmly  reviewing  their  own  and  others  him  to  **  come  out  in  a  slenderer  shape, 

expenence,  and  publishing  it  in  a  plain  with  more  of  modern  London  and  less 

and  instructive  form.    Dr.  Mackenzie  of  antiquity."    This  advice  he  has  fol- 

has  done  this,  and,  although  it  contain  lowed,  and  has  now  produced  in  apam- 

little  that  has  not  been  written  before,  phlet  fully  as  much  evidence  as  is  ne- 

his  pamphlet  will  be  very  acceptable  to  cessary  to  establish  the  importance  of 

aU,  whetlier  they  possess  the  treatise  to  remedying  the  abuse  which  he  has  by 

which  it  is  an  appendix  or  not.     What  great  industry  and  vigour  exposed.  We 

is  now  most  wanted  for  the  perfecting  shall  be  glad  to  find  the  extensive  cir- 

of  the  operation  is,  as  our  recent  cor-  culation  of  this  cheaper  work  effecting 

respondent  Mr.  Barker  suggests,  an  the  good  which  the  author,  quite  disin- 

accurate  account,  by  authors  who  can  tcrestedly  we  believe,  is  seeking :  but 

be  strictly  relied  on,  of  the  conditions  it  is  one  of  the  evils  attendant  on  the 

of  a  number  of  cases  twelve  months  or  much  greater  advantages  of  the  respect 

more  after  the  division  of  the  muscle,  paid  in  this  country  to  vested  interests, 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  a  ma-  that  even  where  they  are  productive  of 

jority  of  those  first  operated  on,  tmna-  public  injury,  they  are  treated  very 

tural  prominence  and  eversion  of  the  warily,  and  are  rather  suffered  to  die 

eye  now  exist ;  so  that  in  a  walk  along  out  than  destroyed.    So  it  will  pro- 

the  streets  one  may  now  recognizealmost  bably  be  with  intra-mural  burials;  the 

as  many  who  have  been  cut  as  there  beauty  and  seeming  good  management 

were  two  years  ago  obviously  squinting,  of  the  suburban  cemeteries  are  rapidly 

But  we  have  at  present  no  sufficient  bringing  churches  and  church-yards 

evidence  whether  this  defect,  which  is  into  disrepute  for  buriid;  andthechange 

only  rather  less  awkward  than  an  ordi-  of  fashion  amongthe  rich  will  be  slowly 

fiary  strabismus,  be  the  necessary  result  followed  by  the  provision  of  similar 

of  the  operation  in  a  particular  class  of  places  of  interment  for  the  poor.    Mr. 

cases,  or  (which  seems  more  probable)  Walker's  pamphlet  will  do  much  to 
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expedite  the  beneficial  change  ;  but  it  is  some  amount  of  eelai  connected  with 

cannot  be  accomplished  at  once,  nor  a  cunning  fraud  in  these  matters,  and 

by  any  sudden  attack  upon  customs  or  j^^^  ^^^  ^f  j^  ^^^  boasting.    And  so 

privileges,  however  bad. .^  ^.^  ^^.^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

'  Apothecaries'  Company.     Every  one 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  «^nacfcaowkdge  them,  and  wUl  readily 

admit  that,  if  he  invades  them,  he  may 

Friday,  September  10,  1841.  perhaps  have  to  submit  to  the  penalty ; 

but  yet,  many  virill  still  invade  them ; 

*'  Licet  omnibui,  licet  etiam  mihi,  digiiiutein  for     each    will    think    that,    of     the 

Artu  Medical  tueri ;  potwta*  modo  veniendi  in  ^h^^igands  of  contraband  practitioners. 

publicum  Bit,  dicendi  penculum  non  recuao."  v*ivuo«m*«o  w»  vvu».iaucu«u  ^ao^ubtvu^Es, 

CiGBRo.  he  is  not  likely  to  be  made  the  first 
scape-goat;  and  each  will  be  sure 
THE  SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES  that,  if  he  be  prosecuted  and  con- 
t».  GREENOUGH.*  victed,  the  public  will  regard  him  not 
OuE  readers  will  have  perused  with  so  much  with  contempt  for  his  fraud,  as 
some  interest  this  trial,  which  we  pub<  with  sympathy,  because  Jie  is  made 
lished  in  our  last  number.  They  will  the  victim  of  what  they  call  monopoly, 
have  found  that  the  Society  of  Apothe-  and  for  its  very  name's  sake  hate, 
caries  is  again  put  in  possession  of  Unless,  therefore,  they  are  prepared  to 
the  exclusive  privileges  of  which  they  maintain  an  establishment  like  the 
seemed  for  a  time  deprived  by  the  excise,  for  the  prevention  of  the  in- 
verdict  given  after  the  strange  misdi-  fringement  of  their  charter,  or  to  sub- 
rection  by  Mr.  Justice  Maule.  There  mit  to  an  outlay  of  half  of  their  income 
can  now  be  no  doubt  of  their  power  to  in  going  to  law,  the  worshipful 
obtain  penalties  against  any  who,  not  Society  must  be  content  to  prosecute 
being  licentiates  of  their  body,  attend  only  those  who  greatly  encroach  upon 
or  advise  patients,  and  administer  me-  their  manor:  the  crowds  of  those  who 
dicines,  for  their  own  profit.  The  plea  poach  for  small  game  must  be  allowed 
of  the  unlicensed,  that  they  carry  on  still  to  carry  on  their  illicit  practices, 
the  business  of  surgeons,  has  long  been  This  being  the  case,  the  advantage 
cut  from  under  them:  and  that  of  whichthe  public  will  derive  from  the  re- 
practising  as  chemists  can  no  longer  establishment  of  the  Company's  exclu- 
avail:  the  worshipful  Society  has  si  ve  privileges  is  less  than  it  should  be; 
been  fully  triumphant,  and  its  rights  for  the  great  body  of  the  mischief  is 
are  now  as  firmly  and  definitely  donenotby  the  comparatively  few  who, 
established  by  law  as  they  were  in  the  like  Mr.  Qreenough,  can  talk  of  having 
first  year  of  their  charter.  three  hundred  bills  to  make  up  for 
But  rights  of  this  kind  require  to  be  patients,  but  by  the  mass  of  chemists 
sanctioned  by  custom  as  well  as  by  who  each  practise  a  little.  These 
law;  for,  if  they  are  not,  they  can  be  evils  the  Society  can  never  extirpate; 
maintained  only  by  the  main  force  of  nor  is  it  improbable  that  some  othfer 
large  sums  of  money  continually  spent  remedy  might  be  found  better  adapted 
in  their  protection.  They  are  in  this  for  their  utter  prevention, 
respect  like  the  rights  of  taxation  or  Let  us  trace  briefly  the  history  of  the 
of  custom  duty,  or  of  postage  under  circumstances  which  have  issued  in 
the  old  system :  few  people  think  the  present  state,  in  which  the  great 
themselv^  the  less  honest  for  evading  majority  of  the  sick  poor  who  can  leave 
them  by  a  sharp  trick  ;   nay,   there  their  houses  fall  under  the  hands  of 
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mere  chemists  and  druggists.  All  these,  are  just  Uiese — to  maintain  their  pre- 

when  the  charter  was  first  granted,  sent  position  their  charges  must  he 

were  the  patients  of  apothecaries,  who  higher  than  those  of  the  poorer  class 

then,  in  the  discharge  of  such  duties  as  can  afford  to  pay ;    the  seeming  ex- 

now  constitute  their  ordinary  routine  of  cellence  of  their  profession,  in  its  most 

practice,  were  thought  to  be  rather  in-  palmy  days,  attracted  more  into  it  than 

fringing  on  the  rights  of  the  physicians,  it  could  now,  even  if  it  were  in  a  more 

But  as,  with  a  laudable  desire  to  increase  favourable    state,    maintain;    and   a 

the  respectability  of  their  body,  the  So-  class  inferior  to  their  own,  but  supply- 

ciety  constantly  demanded  more  and  ing  the  most  pressing  of  the  public 

more  of  medical  knowledge  from  those  demands,  by  giving  cheap  advice  and 

to  whom  they  would  grant  theiir  11-  medicine,  has  risen  up,  and  is  now 

cense,   the  character   of  those    who  trampling  painfully  close  upon  their 

entered  this  branch  of  the  profession  heels. 

gradually  changed*  They  who  before  In  this  emergency  there  seems,  as 
would  have  been  physicians,  or  who  far  as  the  profession  is  concerned,  no 
would  have  gone  into  some  different,  present  help.  The  possible  remedies 
and,  as  it  had  once  been,  more  respecta-  are  these — the  whole  class  might  de- 
ble,  profession,  now  found  an  ample  scend,  and  put  themselves  on  a  level,  in 
station  in  society,  and  a  good  prospect  all  but  knowledge,  with  the  chemists ; 
of  a  return  for  their  money  outlaid,  in  but  such  a  voluntary  retreat  would  be 
becoming  general  practioners.  And  so  worse  than  a  destructive  overthrow, 
the  race  of  pure  apothecaries  died  away,  A  few  have  attempted  it|  and  so  have 
and  an  order  took  their  place  better  degraded  themselves,  sinking  their 
bom  and  better  bred,  and  possessed  of  respectability  for  the  sake  of  their 
a  far  greater  amount  of  medical  know-  present  profit ;  but  they  have  very 
ledge.  justly  reaped  the  contempt  of  their 
Nothing  could  have  afforded  less  brethren.  Or,  instead  of  this,  the 
room  for  aught  but  congratulation,  if  powers  of  the  act  might  be  rigidly  and 
all  other  orders  of  society  had  but  widely  enforced,  and  practice  of  any 
made  parallel  progress  ;  if  only  the  kind  by  chemists  prohibited ;  but  this, 
means  of  the  patients  had  kept  pace  we  have  seen,  is  so  little  practicable,  that 
with  the  increasing  respectability  of  none  can  reasonably  look  to  it  for  aid. 
their  medical  attendants.  But  it  was  Or,  lastly,  the  evil  must  be  endured 
not  so ;  rather,  on  the  contrary,  the  till  the  numben  in  |he  profession  are 
patients  grew  gradually  poorer,  so.graduallydiminishedtoadegree.com- 
much  so,  that  they  could  barely  afford  mensurate  with  the  still  remaining 
to  pay  according  to  the  old  rate  of  patients  ;  and  this,  as  we  have  often 
charges,  and  would  be  bankrupted  by  said,  is  just  the  course  that  events 
the  payment  of  a  moderate  bill  on  the  are  now  taking ;  fewer  enter  the  pro- 
new  scale.  For  in  this  as  in  every  fession  every  year,  and  more,  either 
other  case,  increasing  respectability  voluntarily  or  by  compulsion,  retire 
can  be  maintained  only  by  an  increasing  from  it.  It  is  our  misfortune  to  live 
outlay ;  and  at  just  the  same  rate  as  in  evil  times ;  but  the  evil  is  gradually 
the  style  of  living  of  practitioners  has  cunng  itself. 

augmented,  so  have  their  charges.   The  In  this  prospect   of  our   own  af- 

circumstances,  therefore,  by  which  the  fairs,    we   must  not    shut  out  from 

advantages  of  the  social  and  scientific  view  the  evils  that  the  public  suffer, 

elevation  of  apothecaries  are  alloyed,  A  large  number  of  them,  by  the  changes 
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just  described,  have  been  deprived  of  *  ciently  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
competent  medical  attendance ;  they  the  substances  in  which  they  deal,  to 
have  been  unable  to  meet  the  terms  prevent  them  from  doing  mischief; 
necessarily  demanded  by  respectable  nor  do  we  anticipate  that  any  evil 
practitioners,  and  they  have  been  would  result  from  a  measure  which 
obliged  to  resort  to  chemists.  The  should  permit  them  fiirther  (when  ex- 
only  other  resource  was  in  the  dis-  amination  had  proved  them  competent) 
pensaries  and  other  establishments,  to  advise  remedies  for  the  less  important 
where  medical  aid  is  gratuitously  af-  and  not  dangerous  maladies.  They  do 
forded ;  but  these,  numerous  as  they  so  now  illegally,  and  the  mischief  they 
are,  are  altogether  insufficient  to  supply  inflict  on  the  profession  is  not  great, 
the  assistance  needed  by  those  who  because  very  few  go  to  them  who  can 
cannot  pay.  It  becomes,  therefore,  afford  to  pay  a  more  regular  practi- 
a  question  whether,  if  this  class  of  tioner.  The  mischief  would  be  no 
patients  be  actually  removed  from  greater  if  they  were  allowed  to  do  so 
the  charge  of  licensed  practition-  legally,  nor  would  the  profession  be 
ers,  some  other  means  should  not  be  then  aggrieved  more  than  now;  but, 
devised  for  their  aid ;  and  if  there  at  the  same  time,  the  advice  given  to 
should  be,  the  only  plan  seems  to  be  the  poorer  classes  of  the  public  might 
the  licensing,  after  a  competent  exami-  be  very  much  improved,  and  thus  at 
nation,  of  the  chemists  and  druggists,  least  a  considerable  amount  of  benefit 
The  observations  whicH  we  made  some  would  be  in  the  end  conferred, 
time  since  on  the  Pharmaceutical  So-  It  may  be  deemed  strange  that  we  so 
ciety,  and  the  excellent  character  often  refer  the  difficulties  under  which 
which  the  transactions  of  that  associ-  the  profession  labours  to  circumstances 
ation  maintain,  plainly  indicate  that  that  have  been  the  natural  conse- 
(as  indeed  any  one  who  will  observe  quences  of  their  own  advancement  in 
may  see)  the  druggists  are  steadily  the  scale  of  society,  and  of  changes  in 
making  progress  pari  passu  with  the  the  conditions  of  their  patients,  and 
apothecaries,  and  that  however  great  other  things  which  nearly  all  centre  in 
the  elevation  of  the  latter,  there  is  the  common  ill  of  deficient  pecuniary 
really  scarcely  a  greater  distance  be-  remuneration,  rather  than  to  the  abuses 
tween  them  and  the  former  than  there  and  monopolies  of  corporations,  or  the 
was  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  existence  of  more  than  one  division  of 
charter.  It  is  plain,  from  the  present  practitioners,  or  those  other  errors  of 
course  of  events,  that  the  chemists  will  medical  polity  which  engage  all  the 
not  be  restrained  within  those  limits  attention  of  the  soi-disant  genuine  me- 
of  their  business  which  do  not  involve  di£al  reformers.  But  we  do  wish  that 
an  infringement  of  the  Apothecaries'  those  members  of  our  profession,  who 
Act ;  they  cannot  be  so  restrained,  nor,  imagine  that  all  our  ills  arise  from  mis- 
if  they  could,  do  we  think  it  alto-  government,  would  calmly  consider  the 
gether  prudent  that  they  should,  if  question,and  see  how  many  of  those  evils 
they  will  only  consent  to  submit  to  they  can  distinctly  and  clearly  trace  to 
some  fair  test  in  proof  of  their  fitness  the  faults  of  our  governing  bodies,  and 
to  be  legalized  for  higher  functions.  how  many  of  them  to  the  facts  of  the 
There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  numbers  in  the  profession  having  in- 
to a  plan  which  would  prevent  chemists  creased  in  a  far  greater  proportion  than 
from  exercising  their  present  calling  the  means  of  the  public  to  remunerate 
without  a  security  that  they  are  suffi-  them.     In  our  professional  just  as  in 


MR.  HAWKINS'S  CLINICAL  LECTURE.  953 

more  general  polity,  it  is  far  too  com-  William  Lyons ,  etat.  13,  admitted  March 

mon,  perhaps  because  it  is  more  easy,  24th,  mto  Cholmondcly  Ward,  with  carica 

.     .         X      11  i.    ix   A          3        e  of  the  antenor  part  of  the  neht  panetal 

to  impute  aU  faults  to  modes  of  govern-  ^^^^  ^^  ^  o^„j^^  ^y^^^l  the  skin, 

ment;  whereas,  in  truth,  many  of  the  about  the  sixe  of  a  sixpence,  exposing  the 

greatest  of  them  are  the  resulte  of  a  ^^^  mAtcr.     Tongue  clean;  pulse  quiet; 

.ij.  1.1  g  .no  pain  in  the  head ;  sleeps  well  at  night ; 

natural  and  traceable  course  of  events,  eouSenance  pale.     States  that  about  three 

which  would  exist  in   as  full  extent  months  ago  he  was  carrying  some  chairs  on 

what  government  soever  we  might  live  ^  head,  when  he  happened  to  fall  down, 

j^,      mv.^  «^«,  :„  „«.„  «,;o«v»;««^.,o  ***d  received  a  blow  on  the  head  from  one  of 

under.     The  error  is  very  mischievous;  ^he  chairs.    He  was  not  insensible  after  the 

for  it  prejudices  men's  minds  in  favour  accident,  but  only  perceived  a  swelling  on 

of  any  new  scheme  that  the  reprovers  the  head  after  the  blow.    This  did  not  dis- 

of  the  old  ones  may  bring  forward,  by  »PP«^»  ««d  was  opened  about  a  montii 

!_•   1      V  afterwards,  when  some  pus  escaped,  since 

maJung  them  think  that  at  any  rate  ^Wch  time  it  has  continued  to  discharge, 

it  cannot  be  worse  than  thcy'are,  and  but  he  has  not  perceived  any  bone  come 

that  its  supporters,  who  are  so  much  f^^-    This  account  is  corroborated  by  the 

rt.     3  3            t_       '        .1                 1  information    we    have    received    from   the 

ofiended  at  what  is  evil,  must  them-  house-surgeon  of  the  Westminster  Hospital, 

selves  be  singularly  good;  and,  which  where  he  was  admitted  a  fortnight  after  the 

is  yet  worse,  it  draws  off  men's  atten-  accident,  and  where  the  swelling  was  punc- 

^..          ^,           ,                   f'U'r  tured,  and  found  to  contain  only  pure  pus ; 

tion  from  the  real  source  of  mischief,  ^^^  ^.^  gentleman  says  that  bine  was  felt 

and  prevents  them  firom  doing  their  deeply  situated,  as  if  in  the  substance  of  the 

best  for  its  removal.     We  have  never  hrain.    During  all  the  time  he  was  there  he 

.         ,.             -jxi-xxi           j'l  suffered  from  no  symptoms  of  consequence, 

thought  or  gaid  that  the  medical  go-  ^j ^^^ ^^^ ^„/l^„,  escpedttrough 

vemtnent  amongst  us  was  free  from  the  opening.    At  the  time  of  his  admission 

many  faults;  but  we  do  maintain  that  o"r  notes  say  the  probe  passed  under  the 

it  is  not  the  source  of  one  tithe  of  the  ^P  »*"  "P""'  "^^  "^""d  ^he  opening, 

lb  w  AMv^  HI*,  Dviuvi^  V*  vrw*.  wi,..i-  V    ^L^  (about  an  mch  and  a  quarter  by  an  inch,  m 

difficulties  under  which  the  profession  size) ;   and  bone  is  felt  of  apparently  the 

labours,  and  that  those  who  look  to  natural  thickness,  with  an  abrupt  margin  on 

changes  in  it  for  improvement  in  their  «^^  "^-  .l""  ?«  ^^^^^  °?,  ^"«  ^  ^^*' 

**                    1           J.  •              '11    X.  ■**"  o^^J  *'*®  dura  mater  (as it  seems)  pre- 

several    personal    conditions    will    be  gents  itself,  which  is  vascular,  and  bleeds 

grievously  disappointed.  from  the  touch.    The  pulsation  of  the  brain 

is  also  seen  in  the  whole  space  where  the 

bone  is  deficient,  as  if  there  was  at  present 

SUBSTANCE  no  depressed  bone  in  that  situation  below  its 

or  A  natural  level. 

OTTMIPAT      T  PPTTTPP  ^'  Such  is  the  history  wWch  wss  Obtained 

CLINICAL     L.ILCTU  Kb,  of  this  boy  when  he  was  admitted,  and  from 

Given  at  St,  George*8  Hospital,  June  %th,  it  we  should  gather  that  the  bone  had  been 

n    mf     ri           u  brokcu  and  depressed  at  the  time  of  the 

By  Mr.  C^sar  Hawkins.  accident,  with  Uceration  of  the  dura  mater, 

....                              •  followed  by  slow  suppuration  :  if  it  were  so, 

there  is  no  account  of  any  bone  having  ever 

1.  Injury  qf  the  head ;  Jracture  and  de~  ^o^g  ^^^y,  and  therefore  it  must  stUl  re- 

predion  qf  the  ekuU?     Cartee  of  the  n,ain  in,  since  the  surface  exposed  is  at  too 

bone  ?    Effueion  in  the  pleura,  Ctrcula-  g^cat  a  depth  to  make  us  suppose  that  the 

tion  in  the  brain,  wtth  lose  qf  the  era^  depressed  piece  could  have  remained  par- 

^*'"**  tially  attached  to  the  dura  mater ;  and  unless 

Affkctioks  of  the  head  are  always  an  in-  so  attached,  it,  of  course,  cannot  have  been 

teresting  subject  of  consideration,  and  there  absorbed,  as  the  process  of  absorption  of  bone 

are  several  at  the  present  time  under  your  requires  some  living  vascular  action.    If  the 

notice,  of  which  1  will  select  three,  as  they  bone  is  lodged  in  the  brain,  it  has,  at  any  late, 

offer  some  important  practical  suggestions ;  excited  not  the  least  irritation  since  the  boy 

and  some  questions  have  been  asked  me,  has  been  in  the  hospital,  and  it  appears  that 

which  shew  that  several  points  connected  he  has  not  suffered  preriously  from  any 

with  them  are  not  well  understood  by  all  of  affection  of  the  brain.      I  must  confess, 

you.  however,  that  I  have  some  doubts  upon  this 

I.  The  first  case  is  that  of  a  little  boy,  point,  since  the  living  surface,  which  ii  visi- 
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ble,  18  quite  smooth  and  leyel,  and  looks  hare  thus  an  excellent  example  of  the  ab* 

just  as  the  dcra  mater  would  have  done  if  it  sorption  of  fluid  from  the  chest  without  ope- 

had  been  uninjured.    What  can  hare  become  ration,  while  the  lung  has  only  expanded  ta 

of  the  bone  then,  you  will  ask  ?    Why,  it  is  a  small  extent ;  and  the  effect  of  this  altera- 

not  at  all  impossible  that  the  iigury,  and  the  tion  of  sue  is  generally  to  make  the  apine 

pressure  of  blood  e£fused  under  the  pericra-  curve  to  the  side,  with  depression  of  the 

nium,  may  have  caused  the  absorption  of  shoulder. 

a  portion  of  bone  with  caries,  whidi  would  3.  I  will,  howerer,  chiefly  dwell  in  this 
go  on  enlarging  the  opening  when  once  case  on  the  state  of  circidation  in  the 
formed,  espeoally  in  a  scrofulous  boy,  since  brain,  as  you  can  see  it  going  on  through  the 
you  know  that  scrofulous  caries,  taking  place  aperture  in  the  skull,  as  it  does  not  seem  to 
spontaneously,  will  occasionally  produce  this  be  well  understood  among  you  all ;  and 
result.  And  the  course  of  the  local  changes,  there  are  many  important  inferences  to  be 
since  he  has  been  in  the  hospital,  is  just  like  derived  from  a  oonsideratiou  of  it,  aoooont- 
such  an  action,  as  there  is  some  thickening  ing,  as  this  consideration  will  do,  for  the 
of  the  soft  parts  around  the  opening,  and  obscurity  so  often  observed  in  Injuries  and 
another  spot  lower  down  has  suppurated  in  diseases  of  the  brain,  in  which  exactly  the 
the  scalp,  and  the  caries,  which  now  exists,  same  symptoms  can  often  be  traced  to  diffb- 
has  been  attended,  as  it  often  is,  by  the  rent,  or  even  exactly  opposite  causes, 
death  of  some  of  the  diseased  bone ;  so  that  a.  Look,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  exposed 
in  the  early  part  of  May  I  removed  several  snrfeoe  of  the  brain  in  its  habitual,  I  was 
small  pieces  of  dead  bone  from  around  the  going  to  say  in  its  natural  state,  and  you 
opening,  in^that  part  of  the  bone  which  pre-  will  see  that  there  is  an  arterial  pulse  in  it^ 
serves  its  natural  level ;  and  some  of  this  so  that  there  is  an  alternate  rising  and  fall- 
may  have  been  felt  ?rhen  the  abscess  was  ing  exactly  corresponding  with  the  systole  of 
opoied.  I  will  not  dwell  more,  however,  the  heart :  it  rises  as  tiM  arteries  beat,  and 
upon  this  part  of  the  case,  but  will  pass  on  falls  again  till  the  next  stroke  of  the  heart ; 
to  a  second  event  in  his  history,  which  is  in  other  words,  the  brain  actually  contains 
interesting,  though  not  connected  with  the  more  arterial  blood  at  one  time  than  at  an- 
brain.  other. 

2.  The  boy  was  observed  on  his  admission  b.  Look  again,  when  I  have  opened  an 
to  be  very  languid,  and  pale,  and  weak,  and  abscess,  or  token  out  a  piece  of  bone,  or 
in  a  few  days  he  had  a  good  deal  of  cough,  when  he  has  risen  quickly  off  the  bed,  or  haa 
with  some  pain  in  the  side,  and  we  found  been  subjected  to  any  other  kind  of  exdte- 
that  he  scarcely  breathed  with  the  left  side,  ment,  and  yon  will  perceive  that  the  cavity 
which  was  quite  dull,  except  just  at  the  below  the  aperture  is  lessened,  and  that  there 
upper  part ;  and  in  a  day  or  two  more  we  is  also  more  pulsation  than  in  the  quiet  con- 
found that  this  side  was  actually  larger  than  dition ;  that  the  brain,  is  kept  permanently 
the  other :  in  short,  he  must  have  had  plea-  higher,  rising  and  felling  alternately,  but 
risy  before  be  came  in,  with  effusion  of  water  quicker  then  before,  and  never  fedling  so 
or  other  liquid  into  the  chest,  sufficient  low;  containing,  in  short,  a  little  more  blood 
almost  entirely  to  compress  the  lung,  so  as  altogether,  and  having  more  entering  it  in  a 
to  prevent  the  ingress  of  air.    The  little  given  time. 

IrritatiDn  he  had,  when  our  attention  was        c.  Tben    make  him  breathe  deeply,  or 

first  drawn  to  the  chest,  was  easily  subdued,  cough,  and  3rou  will  see  that  the  brain  rises 

particularly  by  blistering ;   and  on  the  8th  still  higher,  so  as  even  to  expel  the  matter 

of  April  our  notes  tell  us  that  more  air  in  a  stream  by  the  impulse  of  coughing ;  in 

seemed  to  enter  the  lung,  but  at  the  same  feet,  besides  the  beatii^g^  of  the  pulse,  there 

time  that  he  had  more  cough,  no  doubtfrom  is  a  rising  and  falling  of  the  surfeoe  in  cor- 

the  compressed  lung  beginning  to  expand  a  respondenoe  with  respiration ;  that  is,  not 

little,  as  some  of  the  fluid  was  absorbed,  only  80  or  90  times  from  tiie  pulse,  but  18 

He  continued  to  have  a  little  cough,  but  no  or  20  times,  to  a  greater  degree,  still  from 

constitutional  irritation ;  and  the  fluid  was  breathing.    During  each  expiration  the  chest 

gradually  absorbed,  but  without  much  further  is  depressed,  so  that  the  venous  blood  is 

expansion  of  the  lung,  till,  our  notes  tell  us  prevented  fi^>m   descending,  and  is  accn* 

on  May  24th,  that  no  air  enters  the  chest  molatedin  theveinsandsinuseaof  thebrsin, 

below  the  fourth  rib  under  the  scapula,  and  so  as  to  elevate  the  dura  mater,  which  again 

in  front  it  cannot  be  heard  at  all ;  but  now,  falls  in  each  inspiration  by  the  weight  of  tl« 

msteadof  the  chest  on  this  side  being  larger  atmosphere,  the  air  entering  the  air-vessels, 

than  the  other,  the  thorax  is  perfectly  flat-  and  the  blood  getting  into  the  veins  of  the 

tened,  and  measures  an  inch  and  a  hidf  less  chest  by  the  elevation  of  the  ribs  and  the 

from  the  spine  to  the  centre  of  the  sternum  depression  of  the  diaphragm,  out  of  the  dis- 

than  on  the  other  side.   The  heart  at  the  same  tended  veins  of  the  brain, 
time  beats  over  a  large  space,  and  is  enlarged.        But  most  of  this  is  only  because  there  is 

as  it  would  appear,  from  rheumatism.    You  an  opening  iu  the  skttlli  allowing  the  air  to 
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enter  and  make  prewnxe  on  tbe  mafBCb  of    ralyria,  or  other  likna  of  weakening  of  the 

the  brain,  and  you  are  not  to  snppote  that  luncdona    of  the  brain,    or  perliaps,   like 

the  natural  atate  of  the  circulation  ia  exactly  the  influence  of  poiaon  on  the  brain,  canaing 

of  the  aame  kind.    When  the  cranium  ia  delirium,  oonyulaiona,  apoplexy,  and  ao  on, 

entire,  the  atmoapherie  preaaure  can  only  be  by  means  of  this  blAck  blood, 

felt  at  the  yariona  orifloea  at  the  baae  of  the  /.  But,  further,  we  have  aeen  a  difference 

skull,  and  will  there  present  any  such  va-  not  in  quantity  only,  or  relatiye  proportion 

cunm  between  the  dura  mater  and  the  level  of  blood  of  different  qualitiea,  in  different 

of  the  akull  aa  we  can  now  see ;  and  aa  the  periods  of  the  same  kind  of  circulation,  but 

aubatance  of  the  brain  is  incompressible,  there  in  the  rapidity  alao  with  which  the  same 

cannot  possibly  be  the  Tariation  in  thequan-  relatiye  quantity  of  arterial   blood  passes 

tity  of  blood  contained  in  the  brain,  which  through  the  brain  in  a  given  time.    Much 

there  is  in  our  patient  Lyona,  with  such  a  more  arterial  blood  will  actually  circulate 

deficiency  of  the  bone.  through  the  brain  with  a  strong  heart  than 

a.  With  regard  to  the  arterial  pnlae  in  ita  with  a  ftill  one,  or  with  a  quick  pulae  than 
natural  state,  we  aee  more  blood  in  the  arte-  with  a  alow  one,  the  strength  of  the  heart 
riea  during  the  systole  of  the  heart,  making  being  the  same :— <ir  a  feeble  heart,  beating 
the  brain  rise.  So  it  is  also  when  the  bone  veiy  rapidly,  may  send  more  blood  through 
ia  entire ;  but  as  the  brain  cannot  riae,  there  the  brain  than  a  stronger  one  acting  more 
muat  be  at  that  time  less  in  the  Teina  of  the  slowly ; — and  a  continned  steady  impulse  on 
brain.  the  substance  of  the  brain  muat  be  very  diffe- 

b.  So  again  in  the  excited  condition  of  the  rent  in  ita  effects  from  those  of  an  irrpgular 
circulation,  we  can  see  more  arterial  blood  or  intermittent  state  of  circulation  throu^ 
constantly  in  the  brain.    There  ia  also,  with  its  texture. 

sm  excited  pulse,  more  arterial  blood  idways  ff»  Then,  finally,  besides  all  these  varieties 
in  the  head,  if  the  cranium  ia  entire ;  but  of  circulation  through  the  whole  brain,  in- 
then  there  must  be  still  less  in  the  veins  fluendng  all  the  enoephalon  alike,  you  must 
than  in  the  quiet  state  of  the  circulation,  recollect  that  there  ia  irregularity  aa  to  par- 
aa  the  bram  cannot  rise  upwards  aa  we  seeit  ticular  parte  of  these  organs.  DoubUesa, 
now  do.  for  example,  there  is  a  greater  state  of  vaa- 

e.  And,  with  regard  to  the  elevation  of  cularity  in  the  foiepaijb  of  the  brain  in  thia 

the  brain  in  our  patient  in  expiration,  there  boy  than  there  ia  naturally ;  and  if  this  be 

18  alao  a  similar  impediment  to  the  descent  so,  when  there  is  no  aperture  in  the  cra- 

of  the  venous  blood,  when  the  bone  has  no  nium,  and  the  patient  often  refers  us  to  one 

aperture  in  it ;  but  if  the  veins  and  sinuaea  particular  spot  as  the  seat  of  pain  when  there 

contain  more  blood,  there  muat  be  less  in  b  an  abaoess  or  a  tumor,  there  muat  neoea- 

the  arteries,  which  therefore  are  not  at  thoae  earily,  in  aocordanoe  with  what  1  have  pre- 

timea  allowed  to  be  ao  well  filled  by  the  vionaly  said,  be  less  blood  than  natural  in 

action  of  the  ventricle  aa  in  inspiration.  the  remainder  of  the  brain. 

Tlius,  then,  in  the  natural  circulation  there  Now  all  these  drcumstanoes  influence  our 

is  a  variation  in  the  relative  quantity  only  of  practice  in  the  treatment  of  cerebral  affee* 

the  arterial  and  venoua  blood,  not  in  the  tionaofanykind.    We  take  away  blood,  and 

abaolnte  quantity  contained  in  the  whole  give  nitre  or  tartar  emetic,  and  use  other 

brain ;  but  aa  this  variation  ia  taking  place  measurea  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  arterial 

every  second  of  time,  you  may  eaaily  believe  blood,  or  moderate  the  mroe  with  which  it 

that  it  must  be  of  great  importance  to  the  enters  and  droulates  through    the  brain, 

fnnctiona  of  the  brain.    But  thia  ia  not  all :  when  there  is  undue  action  of  the  heart,  or 

there  are  other  drcumatanoea  to  be  taken  what  is  called  determination  of  blood  to  the 

into  account  in  die  phyaiology  and  pathology  head.    We  can  relieve  the  oppressed  bram 

of  the  brain.  in  many  caaea  of  plethora,  or  venoua  accu- 

d.  If  the  brain  contain  a  large  relative  mulation,  by  taking  away  a  small  quantity  of 

quantity  of  arterial  blood,  thia  will  be  drcu-  blood,  so  aa  to  enable  more  arterial  blood  to 

kting  chiefly  in  the  anterior  of  the  nervous  cirenlats ;  and  thus  very  often  we  restore  the 

substance,  aeparating  the  fibrea  and  elemen*  functions  of  the  brain  and  of  the  Innga  at 

tary partidea, and atimulatingtheir substance,  the  same  time,  whether  the  canae  of  the 
it  may  be,  to  a  healthy  performance  of  ita  •  oppreaaion  may  have  originated  in  the  brain 

fnnctiona ;  or  it  may  be,  to  an  undue  dqgpree,  itaelf,  or  in  the  heart,  or  fai  the  lungs,  theae 

producing  inflammation  or  other  mischief.  severid  organa  being  ao  connected  together. 

a.  If ,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  dis-  In  anoUier  case  of  paarive  venoua  con« 

proportionate  quantity  of  venous  blood,  thia  geation  we  overcome  it  by  atimulatfaig  the 

will  be  circulating  chiefly  on  the  surfkce  of  heart,  ao  aa  to  make  it  propel  more  red 

the  organ,  including  the  apacea  between  the  blood  upwards ;  or  even  by  change  ^V^* 

maaaea  of  the  encephalon ;  whence  we  may  ture,  so  aa  to  facilitate  tiie  passage  of  the 

nnde^stand  the  effects  of  venous  congestion  venous  blood  downwards :  the  difference  of 

in  the  production  of  flicepincss,  stupor,  pa*  lying  down  or  sitting  up  bdmr  sufficient  to 


956  BR.  FRANZ'S  MEMOIfl  OF  THE 

determines  qnefitioQ  of  life  or  death.  Then,  month  of  her  pregnancy,  which  up  to  this 
againyWecang^vestimaUmtsto afeeble heart  80  period  had  proceeded  fayourably,  she  re- 
us torestoreahealthy  action  to  the  brain,  when  ceiyed  from  her  youngest  child,  which  She 
insufficiently  supplied  with  arterial  blood,  was  carrying  in  her  arms,  a  serere  blow  on 
whether  in  absolute  quantity,  or  in  rapidity,  the  eye.  This  accident  caused  inflammation 
or  force  of  propulsion.  You  can  any  day  see  of  the  eye,  accompanied  with  a  curious  visual 
the  influence  of  this  latter  circumstance  in  illusion,  vis.  diat  all  objects  which  she  saw, 
rases  of  delirium  traumatieum,  in  which  per-  but  especially  those  situated  on  the  ground, 
faaps  the  pulse  may  be  beating  at  the  rate  of  appeared  of  a  deep  concave  form — an  ilia- 
150  in  a  minute,  with  great  apparent  quan-  sion  which  lasted  for  several  months.  The 
tity  of  blood  in  tiie  vessels  of  the  head  ;  but  fright  experienced  from  the  accident  also 
where  your  patient  will  yet  die  with  furious  brought  on  convulsions,  which,  recurring 
delirium,  unless  you  increase  the  force  of  the  several  times,  extended  even  to  the  foetus, 
aiterial  impulse,  by  some  of  that  gin  by  The  recurrence  of  these  convulsions  produced 
which  his  brain  has  been  habitually  stimu-  in  the  mind  of  the  mother  a  continual 
lated,  and  by  which  he  will  directly  be  quieted  anxiety  and  fear  for  the  health  of  the  child, 
of  his  violent  exertions  of  mind  and  body,  while  the  pain  arising  from  the  ophthalmia, 
and  fall  perhaps  into  a  gentle  and  refreshing  together  with  the  visual  illusion  just  men- 
sleep.  Or,  again,  if  we  see  a  person  dying  tioned,  gave  her  fears  a  direetion  more  espe- 
from  loss  of  blood,  and  insensible  because  cially  towards  its  eyes.  Delivery  took  place 
the  brain  has  so  little  stimulus  of  its  neoes-  at  the  proper  period,  when  the  eyes  of  the 
sary  circulation,  we  may  perhaps,  when  infant,  which  was  otherwise  healthy  and 
time  is  not  afforded  for  food  or  drink  to  en-  well  formed,  were  found  to  present  a  two- 
ter  the  blood,  restore  his  consciousness  and  fold  defect  of  organization.  The  father, 
savehislife,  bytrensferringsomefromanother  to  whose  statement,  on  account  of  his 
person,  which  may  directly  be  sent  up  to  professionid  knowledge,  more  weight  ia 
our  patient's  sensorium,  to  afford  it  the  re-  to  be  attached,  informed  me  that  both  eyes 
quisite  and  natural  stimulus.  were  turned  inwards  to  such  an  extent,  that 
[To  be  concladed  in  our  next.]  ^  portion  of  tiie  cornea  was  hidden  by  the 

: inner  canthus,   and  that  in  both  pupils  a 

yellowish-wlute  discoloration  was  to  be  ob- 

MEMOIR  OF  THE  CASE  OF  A  GEN-  served,  wUch,  being  situated  behind  the  iris, 

TLEMAN  BORN  BLIND,  could  not  be  the  pupillary  membrane.  That 

^„j  ^.^^^«^A.tT^  ^  ^  4  J           -4a.    iQji.  the  strabismus  and  cataract  of  both  eyes  in 

'^J^tt^*  P?^  T  •    ,  oi*  a-"  "~  '«="  congenital  i.  evident  from  the 

n^ll  3  V*^      ^S?^*^  testimony  both  of  the  pamito  «>d  of  the 

,trtatum»  and  BxptrtmenU*.  „^^  ^{^^  ,  y^^  ^^  q.ertioned  on 

Bt  J.  C.  AcovsT.  Franz,  M.D.,  Leipzic,  this  mbjeet.    Tie  latter,  who  can  distinctly 

M.R.C.S.,  &c.  remember  all  the  circnmstsnoes  of  the  case, 

told  me  that  when  the  child  was  a  few  months 


iLr_   V   T    41..      I.-    t    r  >v               1.  old,  she  held  a  lighf  before  ita  eyes,  of  whidj 

Mr.  F.  J.,  the  Mbject  of  the  present  me.  ^  j^^  „„  ,^     ,  ^rfaiid  atao  from 

moir,  IS  the  son  of  a  physician ;  of  scrofulous  her  that  the  eyebaUs  had  not  that  nstless 

d|athes«,  but  otherwue  of  robust  conshtu,  „^„„  ^^  'g  ^^    „^,^^  .^  ^^ 

^^. '/  T^      '??'?«"?"»"•  •>»»  of  con-  ,ho  ate  bom  bli£d.  but  that  both  eyes  were 

totad  Mid  happy  disposition ,  and  endowed  ,i          t„„^  j^,^     ^  y^  ^J^     ^ 

with  a.  exceUent  understanding.  Huidc  power  ^^  ^  ^  or  the  other  was  mored  from 

of  conception,  and  retenUve  memory     In  j^,  i^^^^  ^y,^ 

both  the  eyes  of  his  father,  cataract  (with  the  u  wui  also  stated  to  me  that  towards  the 

addihon.  I  suspect^  of  glaucoma)  has  mam-  endofthesecondyeartheoperationofkemto- 

fested  Itself  withm  the  last  four  years,  after    _,_i.  _..  „_*„  '  ..j  ^_  JZ  j^,  „. 

«  severe  attack  of  influensa.    lie  relatives  Sh^  ."JS^'^fl^^S^nJ^- 

-.~  *i.    >.  i. 1    "J                j«         J  X    j«  wnicB  a  severe  intis  ensued,  terminatinr  m 

^^j;^     f  .''^r    T       ^1  •"  •^PJ^y  ^^  ">«  «y«ball.     Within  the  Lxt 

V^.ut^lV  ^  ""        T^''  ""t ""  four  y4rs  two  simHar  operations  were  per- 

^  iS^^r Wi.K    '''^T  *^  fo™«l  ^^  ^^  l«ft  ^^  which  did  not  ini^ 

can  be  traced.  With  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  j..f^„  fu.  ««^«    li,*  .*  ♦u-  — .--  *;».-  .i;j 

ophthalmic  affections  which  form  the  subject  ^^^  the  o^,  but  at  tte  same  tone  d^d 

of  this  paper,  the  mother  seemed  to  lay  much  "°,*  "^TI"  ^'  ZT^  ""'^^  ^^^k'-    ^^^ 

.f««  ^v.  fko  «r.ii^«.>;»»  ^^    Zr^      ^  V •  u  colour  oftheopaaty  became  m  tune, however, 

stress  on  the  foUowmg  circumstance,  which,  ^  ,  *i*.,o-  -kjfo .  .^^  ♦u-  ^^^.Ji  ^^^i^ 

although  it  may  possibly  have  had  some  share  "^^^^I^t '  ^v  ^   ^^Ti  ??^ 

intheLuseof  oneof  ^m,canhavehadno  L?rrH?ri^''w   ^^.k'  ''^''^?"' ^tllSJ 

influence,  in  my  opinion,  in  producing  the  *'*"/*'  ^^  ^  ^«"*.*»>«  <>P™*»o«-  ^^ 

other.     She  stated  to  me  that  in  the  eighth  f ?«»  ^<>^  *  lo^«  ^me  ^^m^  «  d»po;;t«on  to 

^'g""'  inflammation,  and  suffered  repeatedly  from 

*  Tmoi  the  PhiloBophical  Transactions,  Part  I.  conjunctivitis,  whence  the  vessels  of  the  con- 

"^  ****•                                              '          *  junctiva  were  increased  in  number  and  sise 
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to  sach  an  extent  that  it  was  necessary  they  The  6bre8  of  the  iris  were  rather  irregular ; 
should  be  several  times  excised.  its  brown  colour  not  equally  diffused.     The 
At   the  end  of  June  1840,  the  patient,  pupil,  which  was  uncommonly  lai^e,  was  not 
being  then    seventeen    years  of   age,  was  roun4«  but  drawn  angularly  downwards  and 
brought  to  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  Swaine,  for  the  inwards,  neither  altering  in  dimension  with 
purpose  of  consulting  me  with  regard  to  the  the  movements  of  the  eye,  nor  from  the  sti- 
oongenital  double  strabismus,  and  at  the  same  mulus  of  light.     On  examining  the  eye,  by 
time  to  hear  my  opinion  on  the  more  severe  looking  straight  into  it  through  the  pupil, 
ophthalmic  affection,  which  up  to  this  period  the  anterior  wall  of  the  capsule  was  observed 
had  been  considered  incurable  :  the  patient  undestroyed,  rendered  opaque  in  its  whole 
himself  regarded  his  case  as  hopeless.    The  extent,  hypertrophied  in  several  places,  and 
following  are  the  particulars  elicited  on  on  of  a  colour  and  lustre  like  mother-of-pearl, 
attentive  and  carefiil  examination  : — On  the  On  looking  from  the  temporal  side  in  an 
right  side,   the  eyelids  and  parts  adjacent  oblique  direction  into  the  pupil,  there  was 
appeared  contracted ;  they  were  less  in  size,  visible  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  capsule  a 
and  the  eye  itself  was  situated  deeper  in  the  very    small    perpendicular  cleft  of   about 
orbit  than  the  left.     At  each  act  of  winking  one  line  and  a  quarter  in  length.      This 
spasms  of  the  eyelids  were  induced,   and,  deft  was  situated  so  far  from   the  centre 
when  the  left  eye  was  turned  outwards,  the  of  the  pupil  that  it  was  entirely  covered  by 
spasmodic  twitchings  extended  over  that  half  the  iris,  and  the  inferior  border  being  united 
of  the  face.     Both  eyes  were  so  much  in-  to  the  uvea,  it  was  kept  a  little  open,  so  that 
verted  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  cornea  was  the  aqueous  humour  had  free  entrance  into 
hidden  by  the  inner  canthus.     The  left  eye  the  cavity  of  the  capsule.     Except  at  the 
he  could  move  voluntarily  outwards  or  in  spot  where  the  union  of  the  capsule  with  the 
any  direction  with  certainty,  but  not  wiUiout  uvea  took  place  (the  cause  of  the  angular 
exertion;  it  returned  immediately  inwards  form  of  the  pupil),  these  two  membranes 
when  the  influenceof  the  will  had  ceased.  The  were  not  in  contact  with  each  other.    The 
motion  of  the  right  eye  upwards  and  down-  patient  only  complained  of  an  occasional 
wards  the  patient  had  under  his  control,  but  sensation  of  pressure  in  the  interior  of  the 
not  so  the  movement  towards  the  external  eye ;  otherwise  the  organ  was  free  from  pain, 
canthus,  in  effecting  which  he  only  succeeded  With  this  eye  he  had  a  perception  of  lights 
after  many  attempts.     The  left  eyeball  was  and  was  even  capable  of  perceiving  colours 
of  the  natural  size  and  elasticity ;  the  right,  of  an  intense  and  decided  tone.  He  believed 
on   the  other  hand,  was   at  least  a  third  himself  moreover  able  to  perceive  about  one- 
smaller,  and  felt  soft,  and  like  dough  ;  it  third  of  a  square  inch  of  any  bright  object,  if 
was  also,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rectus  held  at  the  distance  of  half  an  inch  or  an  inch 
intemus,  flat,  or  rather  pressed  inwards.  The  from  the  eye,  and  obliquely  in  such  a  direction 
cornea  was  less  convex,  somewhat  smaller,  astoreflectthelightstronglytowardsthepupiL 
but  not  in  proportion  to  the  diminished  size  But  this  I  am  convinced  was  a  mere  delu- 
of  the  globe  itself ;   it  was  dear,  and  free  sion ;  for,  from  the  state  of  the  interior  of 
from  opadty,  except  in  the  centre,  where  the  the  eye,  as  just  described,  it  is  evident  that 
keratonyxis  had  left  an  opaque  spot.    The  all  rays  of  light  falling  in  the  direction  of 
fibrous  structure  of  the  iris  was  irregular ;  the  optic  axis  in  the  pupil  must  be  inter- 
its  colour,  which  was  brown,  rather  lighter  oepted,  and  reflected  by  the  opaque  capsule, 
than  that  of  the  left  eye.     Different  d^rees  By  these  rays,  therefore,  a  perception  of  light 
of  light  produced  no  effect  on  the  motion  of  indeed  might  be  conveyed,  but  certainly  no 
the  iris ;  but  when  the  eye  was  moved  in  a  perception  of  objects.     On  the  other  hand^ 
horizontal  direction  outwards,  the  pupil,  in  it  seems  probable  that  the  lateral  deft  in  the 
passing  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  contracted  a  capsule  permitted  rays  of  light  to  pass  into 
little,  and,  when  approaching  the  outer  can-  the  interior  of  the  eye.     But  as  this  small 
thus,  expanded  again  to  the  size  it  held  when  aperture  was  situated  entirely  behind  the 
the  eye  was  in  its  usual  inverted  position,  iris,  those  rays  only  would  have  permeated 
On  looking  from  the  temporal  side  into  the  which  came  in  a  very  oblique  direction  from 
pupil,  a  large  portion  of  the  opaque  capsule  the  temporal  side.      Admitting  then  these 
was  observed  in    the    posterior    chamber,  rays  of  light  to  pass  through  tiie  cleft,  stiU 
The  interior  of  the    eyeball    presented   a  on  account  of  their  obliquity  they  must  fall 
brownish    black     appearance.       The    pa-  at  a  place  situated  about  midway  between 
tient  had  not  the   slightest    perception  of  the  ciliar  ligament  and  the  centre  of  the  pos- 
light  with  this  eye :  it  was  perfectly  amauro-  terior  hemisphere,  where,  from  the  laws  of 
tic.     The  left  eye  presented  in  the  conjunc-  optics,  they  could  produce  but  a  very  imper- 
tiva,  espedally  at  the  inner  canthus,  a  num-  feet  image ;   and,  owing  to  this  imperfection 
ber  of  varicose  vessels,  and  in  the  sderotica  of  the  image,  it  was  impossible  that  the  por- 
a .  fine  vascularity  around  the  outer  half  of  tion  of  the  retina  upon  which  these  rays 
the  cornea :  this  latter  membrane  was  regu-  impinged  could  have  obtained  that  acuteness 
larly  convex,  clear,  and  perfectly  pelludd.  of  sensation  which  is  essential  for  the  menta) 
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next  day  the  patient  was  walking  aboat  the 
hospital  without  feeling  the  least  pain. 

It  still  remained  to  execute  the  second 
stage  of  the  projected  operation.  It  was 
determined  to  practise  it  first  upon  the  body 
which  had  been  last  dislodged,  and  eleven 
days  after  the  first  part  of  the  operation  it 
was  removed,  by  a  simple  incision  which  sup- 
purated for  a  fortnight,  without  the  joint 
participating  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the 
inflammation.  The  body  which  had  been 
first  dislodged  was  left  in  its  place,  for  it 
gave  no  uneasiness  whatever  ;  and  that  which 
remained  in  the  joint  producing  no  incon- 
venience, was  also  not  interfered  with.  If  it 
became  troublesome,  M.  Goyrand  proposed  to 
remove  it  from  the  joint  by  subcutaneous 
incision,  and  then  to  leave  it  in  the  place  into 
which  itmight  slip. — Annaleide  la  Chirurffief 
and  Gazette  Medicate,  Mai  22,  1^1. 

PROVINCIAL  SCHOOLS. 

We  would  by  no  means  recommend  an  ex- 
clusively provincial  education ;  but  we  think 
it  right  to  riemind  our  readers,  that  attendance 
on  lectures  in  London  is  no  longer  impera- 
tively required  by  the  College  of  Surgeons. 
Our  attention  has  been  particularly  directed 
to  this  point  at  the  present  moment,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  received  a  letter  in  which 
it  is  remarked,  that,  at  the  last  examination 
of  the  London  University,  'Hhe  only  three 
gentlemen  who  went  up  from  the  Bristol 
School  all  passed — one  of  them  in  the  first 
class." 

DR.  HUNTER. 

(From  a  Corretpondent.) 

It  is  always  gratifying  to  us  to  record  in- 
stances in  which  our  professional  brethren 
have  merited  and  received  testimonials  of 
public  esteem.  We  perceive,  in  the  Glasgow 
Argus,  an  account  of  a  dinner  given  to  Dr. 
Hunter,  the  new  lecturer  on  anatomy  at  the 
Westminster  Hospital  School  of  Medicine, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow,  on  his  retir- 
ing from  the  chair  of  anatomy  in  the  Ander- 
sonian  University  of  that  city.  It  appears 
that  he  had  been  connected  with  that  insti- 
tution from  the  establishment  of  its  medical 
school,  in  the  course  of  which  period  he  had 
sent  into  the  world  upwards  of  2000  young 
men.  We  may  say,  with  the  chairman  of 
the  meeting,  that  we  trust  a  prospect  of 
great  usefulness  is  before  him,  and  Uiat  th^ 
fame  and  fortune  which  he  anticipates  may 
be  opened  for  him  in  this  metropolis. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OBNTLBMEN  ADUITTBD  MBUBXR6. 

Friday f  August  27. 

John  Manhall.— John  Henry  Cooper.— Henry 
William  ParreU  Davis.  -  Ferdinand  WiUiam 


Hutchison.  —  Henry  Gilbert  Luttrell.  —  Peter 
Brady.  —  Robert  Muney.  —  James  Phelan.  — 
Thomas  Marray  Farqunar.  —  James  Bntler. — 
Francis  Hastings  Baxter.  —  Georfpe  Munns.  — 
Thomas  M.  Evans.  —  John  Waggett.  —  William 
Bates. 


TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Shewing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  all 
Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  28th  Aug.  1841. 

Small  Pox 7 

Measles 23 

Scarlatina  17 

Hooping  Cough  24 

Croup  9 

Thmsh    6 

Diarrhoea    15 

Dysentery  3 

Cholera    2 

Influenia 0 

Typhus    15 

Erysipelas l 

Syphilis  2 

H  vdrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  132 
Diseases  of  the  Lan«^,  and  other  Organs  of 

Respiration 193 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessehi 17 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Orn^nsof  Digestion  74 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 4 

Childbed 7 

Ovarian  Dropsy  2 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 3 

Rheumatism 3 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer    1 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  &c 0 

Diseases  of  Uncertain  Seat 100 

Old  K%e  or  Natural  Decay 63 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intonpe- 

rance   25 

Qiuses  not  specified  8 

Deaths  from  all  Cauaes 745 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  LaHtude  51^  37'  Z2"N. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich, 


ScpttWihtT. 

Wednesday  1 

Thursday  .  2 

Friday ...  3 

Saturday  .  4 

Sunday   .  .  5 

Monday  .  .  6 

Tuesday    .  7 


Thbkmomktbr. 
from  49  to  62 


89 
47 
49 
41 
34 
3« 


67 
67 
54 
54 
57 
57 


BAaOHBTBB. 

29-93  to  29-94 

29*80  99-76 

29*67  99*50 

29*40  99*73 

29-76  29*74 

29*68  39*69 

29-69  39*54 


Wind,  SB.  on  the  1st ;  SB.  and  S.  on  the  3d : 
SB.  and  SW.  on  the  Sd ;  S W.  on  the  4th ;  N.  and 
NB,  on  the 5th  and  foUoirinsr  day :  S.  by  E.  on  the 
7th. 

On  the  1  St,  p^erally  cloudy.  The  2d,  f^eralty 
clear.  The  3d,  morning  clear,  otherwise  o^^f- 
cast ;  distant  thunder,  accompanied  with  heavy 
rain.  fh>m  about  3  till  7,  p.m.  The  4th,  cloudy ; 
rainmg  nearly  all  the  day.  The  5th  and  followinf 
day,  l^eoeraliy  clear.  The  7th,  morning  clear, 
otherwise  overcast;  raining  frequently  during 
the  afternoon. 

Rain  fallen  -96  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Hbnrt  Adams. 

Wilson  6e  Oqilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  2x>Ddon. 
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LECTURES  blosaom,  or  when  the  hay -making  ia  going 

oj,  THB  ®°'     ^*  aeema,  in  fact,  to  be  produced  by 

some  emanation  from  certain  of  the  graaset 

PRINCIPLES  AND   PRACTICE  OF  that  are  in  flower  at  that  season  of  the  year, 

PHYSIC  ^^  ^^  irritating  qualities  of  which  emanationa 

some  persons  only, — and  a  very  few  persons 

delivered  ai  King't  ColUge,  London,  in  comparison  with  the  entire  population,— 

n^  n«   TT^^erk^r  are  susceptiWe.    The  complaint  occurs  only 

WATSON,  ^  Ijj^j  Q^g  particukr  season;  and  it  then 

T               YTTY  attacks  persons  who  are  not  particularly 

??^J^Tniji  ■"^i*^*  ^  CBXxrxh  at  other  times,  or  from 

w.      A  .*          L^«««^«»J  the  ordinary  causes  of  catarrh ;  and  if  they 

Way  Asthma.      Chrome    Bronchttu.    It$  ^^^ja  meadows,  and    hay.fields,   and    the 

vartetiet.    Morbtd  anatomy  of  these  qf~  neighbourhood   of  hay-stacks,  they  escape 

Jecftom,  the  disorder.  Hence  going  to  the  sea-coast, — 

Thkkb  is  another  kind  of  catarrh  described  and  especially  to  those  parts  of  the  coast 

as  depending  upon  a  peculiar  local  cause,  that  are  barren  of  grass, — offers  a  means  of 

and  therefore  requiring  to  be  briefly  noticed,  protection;  and  when  tiiis  cannot  be  done, 

I  have  never  seen  it ;  bat  it  has  been  observed  such  persons  obtain  refuge  in  some  measure 

and  described  by  several  medical  men.     Dr.  from  the  cause  of  the  irritation  by  remain- 

Boatock,  in  the  Medico- Chirury teal  Dram-  ing  within  doors,  and  shutting  out  as  much 

aetiotu,  gives  an  account  of  this  complaint  as  possible  the  external  air,  during  the  hay 

as  it  is  apt  to  attack  himself.     It  is  called  crop.      One  lady,   who  suffered  annually 

the   eatarrkui  astivtu,  and  by  some  the  from  this  strange  affection,  states  that  a 

Aoy  fever,  or  the  hay  asthma.     In  Dr.  paroxysm  has  l^en  brought  on  by  the  Bp- 

BUiotson's  lectures,  as    published  in  the  proach  of  her  children  who  had  been  in  a 

Mbdical  Gazbtts,  there  is  also  a  good  hay>field;    and  once  this  happened  when 

deal  of  curious  information  upon  this  malady,  the  hay  season  had  been  for  some  time  over, 

contained  in  letters  addressed  to  him  from  upon  their  joining  her  at  tea,  after  playing 

j^ractitioners  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in  a  bam  in  whidb  the  hay  of  that  year  had 

in  consequence  of  some  previous  remarks  been  deposited.      She  was  in  the  habit  of 

he  had  made  upon  it  in  a  clinical  lecture,  flying  to  Harwich,  or  some  other  part  of  the 

which  had  also  been  printed.      Dr.  EUiotson  coast,  as  the  dangerous  season  came  on. 

•peaks  of  it  as  a  combination  of  catarrh  and  On  one  occasion,  while  walking  on  the  shore 

asthma.     It  consists  in  excessive  irritation  at  Harwich,  she  was  suddenly  attacked  by 

of  the  eyes,  nose,  and  the  whole  of  the  air-  the  complaint,  to  her  great  surprise,  as  she 

passages ;  producing,  in  succession,  itching  was  not  aware  of  any  grass  being  in  tht^ 

ofthe  eyes  and  nose,  much  sneesing  occurring  neighbourhood;  but  the  next  day  she  dis- 

in    paroxysms,   with   a  copious   defluxion  covered  that  hay-making  was  going  on  on 

from   the  nostrils;   pricking  sensations  in  the  top  of  the  cliff  at  the  time  she  was 

the  throat ;   cough,  tightness  of  the  chest,  walldng  under  it.     And  in  another  year,  she 

and  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  or  without  being  at  Cromer,  and  an  attack  that  she  had 

considerable  mucous  expectoration.      This  suffered  having  quite  subsided,  and  all  the 

complaint  occurs  in  some  persons  only,  and  hay-making  thereabouts  being  over,  she  was 

in  them  it  always  takes  place  at  the  Mme  suddenly  visited  by  the  well-known  symp- 

period  of  the  year,  m  the  latter  end  of  May,  toms,  and  on  going  into  her  bed-chamber 

or  in  June,   when  the   grass  conies  into  perceived  that  they  were  making  a  large 

720.— xxvni,  3  Q 
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stack  of  hay  in  a  yard  near  the  house,  having        There  is  another  vegetable  sabstance,  bet- 
brought  it  from  a  field  five  miles  distant.  ter  known  to  us,  which  produces  in  some 

Avoidance,  therefore,  of  this  source  of  the  few  individuals  symptoms  very  like  those  of 

complaint  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  the  hay  asthma  :   I  mean  the  powder  of 

recommended  to  these  persons.    You  may  ipecacuan.     I  recollect  a  servant  employed 

read  almost  every  year  in  the  newspapers  in  the  laboratory    at    St.    Bartholomew's 

that  one  of  our  English  Dukes  has  gone  to  Hospital,  when   I  was  a  pupil  there,  who 

Brighton  to  escape  the  hay  fever.     But  it  is  had  the  peculiar  ill  luck  to  be  liable  to  this 

not  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  leave  home  affection.     Whenever  that  drug  was  under 

for  that  purpose ;  and  it  has  been  found  preparation,  he  was  obliged  to  fly  the  place, 

that  the  system  is  capable  of  being  fortified  This  idiosyncracy  is  not  very  uncommon, 

in  some  degree  against  the  pernicious  effects  A  very  small  quacntity  of  tbe  ipecacuan  dust 

of  these  vegetable  effluvia.     Mr.  Gordon,  of  is  sufficient,  in  such  persons,  to  bring  on  a 

Weltpn,  in  Yorkshire,   had  communicated  paroxysm  of  extreme  dyspnoea,  wheezing, 

some  interesting  observations  to  the  pro-  and  cough,  with  singular  anxiety  and  great 

fession  on  this  subject,  before  those  of  Dr.  weakness.     The  distress  usually  terminates 

Elliotson  were  published.     You  may  find  by  a^copious  expectoration  of  mucus. 
Mr.  Gordon's  paper  in  the  fourth  volumie  of        These  effects  of  a  powdered  root,  and  of 

the  Medical  Gazsttc.     He  supposes  that  certain  emanations  firom  grass  or  hay,  lend 

the  aroma  of  the  sweet-scented  vernal  grass,  weight  to  the  hypothesis  which  ascribes  the 

the  anthoJcantAum  odoratumt  is  the  princi-  influenza  to  subtle  vegetable  matters  floating 

pal  exciting  cause  of  the  complaint.      He  in  the  atmosphere. 

found  the    symptoms   more  speedily  and        I  would  suggest  a  trial  of  the  Respirator, 

effectually  removed  by  the  tincture  of  lobelia  as  a  defence  against  the  particles  of  ipecacnaD , 

inflata,  than  by  any  thing  else  that  he  had  and    against   the    volatile    exciting    csuse 

tried  at  that  time ;    and  he  recommended  (whatever  it  may  be)  of  hay  asthma, 
the  cold  shower  batii  as  the  best  preservative 

against  the  attack.  But  in  a  subsequent  Catarrh  is  very  often  met  with  in  s 
communication  to  Dr.  EUiotson,  he  states  chronic  form ;  in  other  words,  the  mucous 
that  the  sulphates  of  quina  and  of  iron,  given  membrane  of  the  air  passages  is  very  liable 
in  combination,  had  proved  completely  sue-  to  be  affected  with  chronic  inflammation, 
cessful  in  emancipating  the  two  patimts.  The  accounts  which  you  may  read  of  this  are 
from  whose  cases  he  had  principally  drawn  exceedingly  puzzling.  Authors  have  en- 
up  his  account,  from  their  tormenting  dis-  deavoured  to  draw  nice  distinctions  between 
order  ;  although  they  had,  in  spite  of  all  different  speeiet  of  chronic  catarrh  ;  some- 
previous  treatment,  suffered  an  annual  re-  times  according  to  varying  qualities  in  the 
turn  of  it  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  matter  expectorated  T  thus  you  have  ekronie 

The  susceptibility  of   this    troublesome  mucous  catarrh~j9thit7otif  catarrh — chronic 

affection  of  the  mucous  membrane,  from  a  pituitoua  catarrh — and  dry  catarrh,  which 

peciiliarcau8e,which  to  most  people  occasions  after  all  is  not  dry,  but  only  accompanied 

no  uneasiness,  appears  sometimes  to  run  in  by  less    expectoration    than  some  of  the 

families ;   and  this  is  nothing  more  than  one  others ;  and  then  again  there  is  tymptomaiie 

might  expect.  catarrh.     You  will  find  all  these  enumerated 

Dr.  Elliotson,  thinking  it  possible  that  by  Laennec;  and  the  majority  of  writers 

the  chlorides,   which   have  the    power  of  since  his  time  have  trodden  witii  too  much 

decomposing,  and  disarming  of  their  noxious  reverence  in  his  footsteps.     There  are  by 

qualities,  certain  animal  effluvia,  might  exert  no  means  such  difierences  in  the  symptoms 

a  similar  control  over  the  vegetable  ema-  or  the  treatment  of  the  several  varieties  of 

nations  that  excite  the  hay  catarrh,  suggrated  chronic  inflammation  of  the  membrane  in 

to  one  of  the  sufferers  a  trial  of  the  chloride  question,  as  to  make  these  numerous  sub- 

of  lime  or  of  soda.    He  desired  him  to  have  it  divisions  of  any  practical  utility.     Chronm 

placed  in  saucers  about  his  bed-chamber;  catarrh  is  often  a  sequela  of  acute  bronchitis; 

to  have  rags  dipped  in  it,  and  hung  about  it  is  a  very  common  accompaniment  of  dis- 

tfae  rooms  of  the  house ;  to  wash  his  hands  ease  of    the    heart ;    it  frequenUy    arises 

and  fieux  with  it  night  and  morning ;  and  to  during  the  course  of  the  febrile  exanthe- 

carry  a  small  botUe  of  it  with  him,  to  smell  mata ;  it  is  seldom  entirely  absent  in  cases 

to  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  day  :  and  of  continued  fever ;   and  it  is  a  form  of 

this  plan  gave  so  much  relief, — either  by  complaint  that  is  full  of  interest  on  this 

destroying  the  emanations,  or  by  lessening  the  account,  if  on  no  other,  that  it  has  so  often 

irritability  of  the  mucous  membranes, — ^that  been  mistaken,  and  is  so  liable  to  be  mis>- 

it  was  tried  in  other  cases ;  and  though  it  taken  still,  for  tubereular  consumption  :  of 

«fid  not  succeed  in  all,  it  did  in  most  of  which  indeed  it  is  very  frequentiy  the  com- 

them.     Three  patients  out  of  four  derived  panion. 

advantage  firom  it.     This  expedient,  there-        The  coiw/anf  symptoms  of  chronic  catarrh, 

fere,  IS  worth  carrying  in  mind.  ©r  bronchitis,  are  cough,  some  shortness  of 
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breath,    expectoration    of    altered  mnciu.  cores  are  performed  by  those  who  maintam 

The  tmriable   symptomSf   those  which  are  that  consumption  is  curable. 

oftentimes  of  the  most  importancci  as  de-  In  truth,  chronic  bronchitis  is,  in  some 

t^rmining-  the  slight  or  serions  character  of  cases,  as  incapable  of  recovery,  and  as  surely 

the   disorder,    consist  in  the  quantity  and  and  progressively  fatal,  as  tubercular  phthisis 

quality  of  the  matters  expectorated,  and  the  itself:  and  even  more  so  than  some  of  the 

presence  or  absence  of  wasting  and  hectic  forms  of  phthisis.     So  long,  however,  as  no 

fever.  organic  change  has  taken  place  in  the  air 

You   will    continually  be  meeting  with  tubes,  or  in  the  mucous  membrane  lining 

cases  of  ihtM  kind.     A  person  advanced  in  them,  these  chronic  forms  of  bronchitis  that 

years  has  what  he  calls  a  slight  cold,  in  the  simulate  phthisis  in  their  general  symptoms, 

winter.       He   coughs,   and   expectorates  a  are  within  the  reach  of  cure.     They  are  to 

certain   qaantity    of    grey   or    transparent  be  treated  by  counter-irritants  to  the  chest — 

mucus.      In  the  summer  his   cough  dimi-  and  by  such  measures  as  are  calculated  to 

nishes  or  ceases  altogether.     The  next  win-  relieve  the  mOst  urgent  symptoms.     Opiates 

ter   the    same   thing  happens   again  ;    and  for  cough,  or  for  ^arrhoea.     Sometimes  the 

each  sQcoessive  return  of  the  colder  seasons  patients  bear  steel  well,  and  then  it  is  almost 

of  the  year  brings  back  in  increasing  severity  sure  to  have  a  beneficial  effect.     Sometimes 

the  cough  and  the  expectoration :  and  if  you  sarsaparilla  appears  to  do  good  ;  but  as  far 

listen   to   the  breathing  of  such   persons,  as  I  have  observed,  one  of  the  most  effectual 

while  the  cough  is  on  them,  you  will  find  restoratives  in  these  cases  is  to  be  found, 

crepitation  at  the  lower  part  of  their  lungs,  when  the  weather  and  the  strength  permit, 

Now  these  are  examples,  I  believe,  of  a  in  frequent  change  of  air  sihd  place;    in 

chronic  state  of  slight  inflammation  of  the  gentle  gestation  in  a  carriage,  or  in  a  boat ; 

membrane, — or  it  may  be  of  passive  con-  and  in  a  nourishing  but  bland  and  unstimu- 

gestion  and  effusion, — depending  upon  slowly  lating  diet.     When  the  membrane,  and  the 

advancing  cardiac  alterations.     Peripneu-  tubes  which  it  lines,    become   altered  in 

monia  notha  is  very  apt  to  supervene  on  structure,  and  pour  forth  a  fluid  which  has 

this  condition.  all  the  qualities  of  pus,  hectic  fever  gene- 

But  chronic  bronchitis  may  take  place  at  rally  is  present,  and  the  chronic  disease  tends, 

any  age,  as  a  sequel  to  the  acute :  just  as  s!owly  perhaps,  but  surely,  to  death. 

active   inflammation  of  other  parts  of  the  There  are  certain  cases  of  chronic  bron- 

body  is  liable  to  degenerate  into  the  chronic  chitis  which  are  especially  remarkable,  on 

form  ;  and  such  cases  are  sometimes  very  account  of  the  great  abundance  of  the  bron- 

equivocal  and  deceptive.     Several  years  ago,  chial  secretion :  so  great  that  the  patients 

a  lady  became  my  patient,  having  cough,  appear  to  die  principally  from  the  daily 

expectoration    of  punform   matter,    night  exhausting  drain  thus  maide  upon  the  sys- 

sweats,  and  diarrhoea.    She  had  had  hooping-  tern.     There  are  sometimes  no  other  evident 

cough  a  short  time  before  ;  but  though  the  signs  of  inflammation  ;  so  that,  as  Andral 

hooping,   and  other  symptoms  proper  to  observes,  one  might  be  led  to  separate  these 

that  disease  had  ceased,  she  continued   to  fluxes  from  the  truly  inflammatory  affections. 

cough,  and  to  waste.      Gradually  she  got  They  differ  from  them  apparently  in  their 

thinner  and  weaker,  her  pulse  became  like  a  nature,  and  certainly  in  the  treatment  which 

thread,  and  beat  12.0  times  in  a  minute;  she  they  require.     Andral  has  detailed  two  or 

took  to  her  bed,  the  diarrhoea  was  scarcely  three  instances  of  this  kind  in  his  Clinique 

restrained  by  astringents  and  opiates,  and  Medicate,    The  patients  expectorated  every 

I  thought  she  could  not  live  a  week.     And,  day  large  quantities — a  pint  or  mor&~H)f 

upon  being  pressed  by  her  brother  for  my  frothy  fluid,   resembling  weak  gum-water 

opinion,  I  said  so.      She  had  scarcely  al-  in  colour  and  consistence.     They  had  no 

lowed  me  to  listen  to  the  sounds  in  the  fever;  neither  frequency  of  pulse  nor  heat  of 

thorax :  but  I  had  once  done  so  fairly,  and  skin ;  but  they  were  exceedingly  pale,  Uke 

I  could  find  no  morbid  sounds,  except  at  persons  blanched  by  haemorrhage,  and  their 

the  lower  part  of  the  lungs.      If  I  had  emaciation  and  weakness  were  also  extreme. 

trusted  to  that  circumstance  alone,  I  should  Very  littie  appreciable  deviation  from  the 

have  said  that  she  had  not  tubercular  con-  healthy  state  was  detectible  when  the  lungs 

sumption  ;  but  I  had  not  then  so  much  faith  and  heart  were  examined  after  death. 

in  the  indications  afforded  by  auscultation.  It  does  occasionally  happen  that  even  larger 

nor  in  my  own  accuracy  of  ear  in  such  mat-  quantities — ^three  or  four  pints  daily — are, 

ters,  as  I  might  have  now ;  and  I  concluded  for  a  considerable  period,  spat  up,  without 

that  she  wae  dying  of  tubercular  phthisis,  much  wasting. 

Almost  on  the  day,  however,  on  which  1  Andralasks,  whether,  in  such  cases  as  these, 

ventured  to  give  this  prognosis,  some  slight  which  certainly  occur,  though  they  are  not 

amendment  began  :   and  she  did  gradually  very  common,  the  first  indication  of  treat« 

recover,  and  is  alive  and  quite  weU  at  this  ment  should  not  be  to  check  and  diminish 

time.    Now  it  is  in  cases  of  this  kind  that  the  excessive  bronchial  secretion ;  to  treat  it 
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u  yoa  miglit  treat  a  gleet  of  tbe  otlier  mn-  tion,  the  affection  was  chroaie  and  partial, 
cous  membraiMa,  with  balaams,  admiDistered  A  sttmt,  healthy,  middle-aged  barrialtr»  aAar 
cither  by  the  stomadi,  or  in  tbe  shape  of  having  had  aome  hnakimwa  of  voioe  for  a 
vapour.  He  conjectures  that  it  might  have  twelvemonth,  suddenly  spat  a  Kttle  blood  : 
been  in  cases  of  this  natare  that  the  vapour  and  soon  afterwards  be  expectoratad  one  or 
of  tar,  and  tar  water,  were  once  thought  to  two  ranulying  masses,  of  tolerably  ttrm  ooo« 
be  so  nsefnl.  Probably  the  creasote  would  sistence,  resembling  fibrinous  ooogula  of 
be  well  adapted  to  such  cases.  Certainly  I  blood,  deprived  of  most  of  its  cotooring 
have  seen  the  excessive  ezpectorstion  di-  matter.  They  were  not  hollow.  1  tomad 
minish,  and  the  patients  gain  strength,  under  slight  drcumacribed  crepitatioa  in  the  lower 
the  use  of  the  balsams;  the  compound  and  posterior  part  of  his  left  lung.  Tkkia  trivial 
tincture  of  benxoes,  for  example ;  a  form  of  degree  of  hemoptysis,  widi  the  expnUoa  of 
medieine  much  employed  formerly,  and  too  what  looked  Ukecasts  of  the  interior  of  a  bras- 
much  neglected,  I  apprehend,  at  present,  ehial  tube,  was  onee  or  twice  rtpcatcd  within 
Another  remedy  from  which  I  have  derived  a  few  days.  Meroiry  waa,  mier  mUm^  pre- 
great  advantage  in  some  cases  of  the  same  scribed,  but  as  tbe  patient  did  not  feel  in 
kind,  is  the  sulphate  of  iron,  given  in  two  any  way  ill,  I  believe  he  soon  beeane  tired 
or  tluee  grain  doses,  in  the  compound  in-  of  physic;  and  when  I  last  saw  hisa  he 
fusion  of  rosea,  thrice  daily.  When  there  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  health, 
is  any  fever  present,  these  remedies  are  A  word  or  two,  before  we  separate,  as  to 
apt  to  augment  it :  but  when  the  pulse  is  the  morbid  anatomy  of  theae  tiasoea. 
(|inet,  and  the  sldn  cool,  I  am  quite  sure  Chronic  inflammation  of  the  aerial  mneona 
that  they  are  often  of  the  greatest  service  ;  membrsne  may  lead  to  changes  in  its  eoloor ; 
and  tills  you  will  6nd  to  be  the  opinion  also  or  to  thickentog  of  the  Bsembrane ;  or  to  nl- 


of  various  practical  authors.  ceration ;  or  to  dflatationof  the  bnmdu,  nd 

There  is  another  very  remarkable  species    their  ramilicationa.     And  H  ia  proper  that 


of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  same  parts,    you  should  be  informed'  rrgprrling 
cbararterired  also  chiefly  by  the  matter  ex-    morbid  conditions, 
pfctorated.     I  mean  that  in  wbidi  a  firm        In  general,   when  chronic 

Kabjitance,  like  a  fiilse    membrane,  forms  has  existed  during  life,  the  a 

in  the  smaller  bronchi  and  their  ramifica-  brane  is  found  to  be  red :   but 

tions.  and  is  coughed  up,  from  time  to  time,  bright  redneas ;  it  is  rather  a  lirid,  or  violet, 

in  frajpnents.       I  mentioned  in  a  former  or  brownish  tint.     And  whatisvefycnrir 

lecture  that  the  felse  membrane  of  croup  in  some  instancea  in  whidi  all  the  sympti 

sometimes  descends  a  long  way  into  the  of  inveterate  bronchitis,  with  pm^/hrm 

bronchi:  rwn  to  their  extremities.     But  I  pectoration,   had   been  preicnl,    the 

am  speakimr  now  of  a  less  acute  form  of  membrane  of  tbe  air  paasages  has 

disease,  in  which  moulds  as  it  were,  of  por-  found  scarcely  rosy— or  even  perfectly 

tioos  of  tbe  bronchial  tree  are  spat  up ;  —throughout  its  whole  extent.     Of 

mmrwhat  like  bundles  of  worms,  or  Uie  we  are  not  to  infer  flnom  this  thai  there 

roots  of  a  small  plant.    This  I  presume  to  not  been  injtammaiion ;  for  the 

be  uncommon ;  for  1  have  only  once  seen  it.  is  known  to  occur  in  the  intrati 

It  has  been  dcsriibed,  however*  by  several  membrane,  in  that  of  the  bladder,  and 

obwrrera.      The  first  Dr.  Warren,  has  a  in  serous  membranes.    Where  pus  ia  poured 

paper  upon  it  in  the  first  vdhnne  of  Ae  Me*  forth  there  must  have  been  inflammation. 
dieiii  TVammeHmu,  where  he  gives  repreaen-        One  eflect  of  inflammation,  aa  I  fotmeily 

tations  of  the  substances  coughed  up,  which  diewed  you,  ia  a  softening  of  the  meashtane; 

he  calls  bromekimi  pofypi.     Dr.  nria  has  but  this  is  a  mudi  leas  oomaiao  result  of 

told  me  that  a  patient  of  hb  coughed  up  con-  inflammation  in  the  mucous  meaahrane  uf 

fiderable  quantities  of  these  brandling  casts  the  bronchi,  than  in  that  of  the  digtetitt 

of  the  ultimate  air  tubes,  now  and  then,  for  organs.      In   regard  to  ukeratioD  Kkewiae 

a  lone  period.     A  paper  of  Mr.  North's,  on  there  b  a  great  diflcnenee  between  the  two 

titr  same  subject,  was  read  at  one  of  the  mucous  aurfeoes:  in  that  of  tbe  air  peaaagea 

evrning  meetings  of  the  College  of  Physi-  it  is  comparatively  rare, 
cians.      That    gentleman    possesses    some        Thidcening  of  the  membrane  oeewa  aian 

beautifol    specimens    of    three    miscalled  in  various  degrees :  but  the  moet 

polypi.     Dr.  CarfmeU  gives  a  figure  lepre-  able  change  undergone  by  the 

•enting  them.     When  the  affection  is  ex-  and  the  tubes  which  it  lines,  is  the 

tenrive.  it  is  attended  with  great  distress,  of  those  tubes,  and  the  oonsequoBt 

and  dyspnoe^a,  and  violent  fits  of  coughing ;  tion  of  the  membrane,  wluch  ei] 

and  the  «Tmptoms  are  wonderfoDy  cahned  them, 
■pen  carh  expulsion  of  tbe  albuminous  mat-        There  are  two  or  three  vafieties  of  thia 

ter.      The  surprise  is  that  audi  patients  dilatation.      In  the  first  of  theaa,  ooe  or 

should  eT«*r  rfTorer.     In  the  soHtery  in-  more  of  the  bronchi  present,  thiougheut  tbr 

fftaner  wbu4i  has  fallen  under  mv  observa-  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  their  extent. 
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aa  increaM  of  capadtj  more  or  less  con-  these  siiiall  partial  dilatations  of  the  bronchi 
sidcrable :  so  that  tubes  which  result  from  may  result  from  mechanical  distension ,  by 
the  4th  or  Sth,  or  even  6th  division  of  the  mncns,  in  those  places  which  offer  the 
principal  bronchns,  of  each  lung,  may  equal  least  resistance ;  either  on  account  of  dimi- 
or  exceed  in  diameter  that  bronchus  itself,  nished  elasticity,  or  of  actual  thinning.  This 
Tubes  that  ought  not  to  be  big^r  than  a  variety  of  dilatation  is  more  frequent  in 
crow  quill  may  become  as  large  as  the  finger  childrt* n  than  in  adults, 
of  one's  glove.  Sometimes  this  kind  of  In  whatever  way  the  dilatation  may  take 
dilatation  is  seen  in  a  single  branch  only,  place,  one  of  its  obrious  and  necessary  con- 
sometimes  in  many.  It  may  affect  the  sequences  is,  the  condensation  of  the  pul- 
bronchial  ramifications  of  an  entire  lobe.  It  monary  substance  around  the  dilated  tube, 
is  more  common  in  the  branches  of  a  bron-  the  obliteration  of  some  of  the  cells,  and  a 
chns  than  in  the  bronchus  itself.  proportional  abridgment  of  the  function  of 
It  is  not  very  easy  to  explain  the  manner  the  lung.  Accordingly,  when  it  is  extensive, 
in  which  this  sort  of  dilatation  is  produced,  dilatation  of  the  bronchi  is  attended  with 
We  might  attribute  it  to  simple  distension  habitual  dyspnoea. 

of  the  bronchial  parietes,  were  it  not  that  But  the  most    important    consideration 

these  parietes  are  at  the  same  time  thickened,  arising  out  of  this  state  of  the  bronchi,  is 

and  the  circular  fibres  hypertrophied,  as  you  this ;  that  the  signs,  both  general  and  phy- 

may  see  in  this  preparation,  and  in  Dr.  sical,  by  which  it  is  accompanied,  are  apt  to 

Carswell's  plate.     But  there  is  another  form  be  exactly  those  which  are  most  distinctive 

of  bronchial  dilatation  to  which  theexplana-  of  phthisis.     And  it  is  on  that  account  that 

tion  just  adverted  to  ia  easily  applicable.  I  have  now  described  these  changes.     I  shall 

Instead  of  the  uniform  dilatation  of  one  or  revert  to  them  again  when  I  come  to  the 

more  bronchial  tubes,  throughout  their  whole  symptoms,  revealetl  by  auscultation,  of  tu- 

extent,  we  find  a  bellying,  or  globular  ex-  bercular  disease  of  the  lungs. 

pansion,  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  them  ; 

and  the  walls  of  the  tube,  instead  of  being  wr-Timwa 
thick  and  hypertrophied,  are  wasted,  and  in  L  K 1. 1  u  it  k  s 
a  state  of  atrophy.    The  tissues  composing  on  thb 
the  tube  are  often  so  thin,  that  when  the  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  NERVOUS 
cavity,  for  such  it  must  be  called,  is  laid  SYSTEM 
open,  the  colour  and  structure  of  the  pulmo- 
nary tissue    may  be  seen  through    them.  By  W.  B.  Carpbntbr,  M.D. 

Tboe  cavities  are  generally  found  filled  with  

a  thick,  tenacious,   straw-coloured,   muco- 
purulent fluid.     Now  it  is  easy  to  conceive  Lecture  X,—' (concluded.) 

how   "the  straining  influence  of  repeated  _       ..         nt    ry     i         ^      #•       J  x 

«-      *^. -u:«»»»  -«-„  -««-«  Ji;i-*-  Functions  of  the  Cerebrum  (contmued.) 

paroxjrsms  of  coughing     may  cause  ailata-  ''                          ^ 

tation  ot  this  kind.  The  primary  branches  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  progres- 
are  more  easily  cleared  of  the  mucus  that  sivedevelopmentof  the  cerebrum,  and  of  the 
fills  them  :  but  the  pressure  which  tlie  lung  intellectual  powers,  which  we  observe  in 
undergoes  under  a  forced  expiration,  ope-  ascendiujj  tlie  scale  of  Vertebrata,  with  the 
rating  on  a  portion  of  the  same  kind  of  degree  in  which  the  young  of  the  different 
mucus  detained  in  the  smaller  branches,  may  clsjwes  are  respectively  assisted  by  their  pa- 
be  more  than  the  elasticity  of  the  tube  is  rents  in  their  development.  In  fishes  and 
capable  of  resisting.  .  And,  in  fact,  all  reptiles,  the  eggs  are  usually  left  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes  must  be  in  mercy  of  the  elements ;  in  the  former  they  are 
part  at  least  owing  to  the  same  influence  of  commonly  subjected  to  a  moderate  tempera- 
pressore  by  imprisoned  mucus  against  their  ture,  being  immersed  in  water  which  is  seldom 
inner  surface.  They  are  seldom  met  with  either  very  warm  or  very  cold ;  whilst  in 
except  after  those  affections  which  are  cha-  the  ktter,  they  are  usually  more  exposed  to 
racterised  by  considerable  secretion  from  the  the  direct  solar  heat,— and  this  even  before 
membrane,  and  by  much  and  repeated  they  are  deposited.  The  reptiles  whose  eggs 
congh :  as  after  some  forms  of  chronic  bron-  are  laid  in  water,  or  in  obscure  places,  are 
chitis,  and  after  hooping-cough.  for  the  most  part  those  which  belong  to  the 
A  third  variety  of  dilatation  is  that  in  order  Batrachia,  and  which,  beginning  life  in 
which  the  same  bronchus  bellies  out  in  dif-  the  condition  of  fishes,  never  attain  to  any 
ficrcnt  places ;  is  diUted  at  intervals ;  so  aa  very  elevated  grade  of  development.  There 
to  present  in  its  course  i^  series  of  successive  is  a  curious  exception  among  fishes  in  the 
enlargements  and  contractions.  Here,  again,  case  of  the  Ray  and  Shark  tribe,  many  of 
tlie  walls  of  the  bronchi,  though  they  may  be  which  retain  their  eggs  within  the  ovidntt* 
traced  in  the  parts  dilated,  do  not  appear  to  until  the  young  arfc  hatched,  and  these  form 
be  thickened,  but  rather  arc  diminished  in  a  new  connection  with  the  parent,  compara- 
thickness.    We  may  suppose,  therefore,  that  ble  in  some  degree  with  that  which  takes 
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as  yoQ  might  treat  a  gleet  of  the  oilier  ma-  tion,  the  afiection  was  chrooie  and  , 
couB  membranea,  with  balsams,  administered  A  stoat,  healthy,  middle-aged  barrislCT,  aft« 
either  by  the  stomach,  or  in  the  shape  of  having  had  some  hnskineas  of  voice  for  • 
vapour.  He  conjectures  that  it  might  have  twelvemonth,  suddenly  spat  a  little  blood ; 
been  in  cases  of  this  nature  that  the  vapour  and  soon  afterwards  he  expectorated  one  or 
of  tar,  and  tar  water,  were  once  thought  to  two  ramilying  masses,  of  tolerably  firmeoa- 
be  so  useful.  Probably  the  creasote  would  sistence,  resembling  fibrinous  ooagah  of 
be  well  adapted  to  such  cases.  Certainly  I  blood,  deprived  of  most  of  its  coloorinf 
have  seen  the  excessive  expectoration  di-  matter.  They  were  not  hollow.  I  IbiiDd 
minish,  and  the  patients  gain  strength,  under  slight  circumscribed  crepitation  in  the  lover 
the  use  of  the  balsams;  the  compound  and  posterior  part  of  his  left  lung.  nistriTisl 
tincture  of  benxoes,  for  example ;  a  form  of  degree  of  hemoptysis,  with  the  cspaypa  of 
medicine  much  employed  formerly,  and  too  w^t  looked  likecasts  of  the  interior  of  a  bfoa- 
much  neglected,  I  apprehend,  at  present,  ohial  tube,  was  onoe  or  twice  repeated  wilUn 
Another  remedy  from  which  I  have  derived  a  flew  days.  Mercury  was,  mter  ctia,  pre- 
great  advantage  in  some  cases  of  the  same  acribed,  but  as  the  patient  did  not  fed  ia 
kind,  is  the  sulphate  of  iron,  given  in  two  any  way  ill,  I  believe  he  soon  beonse  tired 
or  three  grain  doses,  in  the  compound  in-  of  physic;  and  when  I  last  saw  him  he 
ftision  of  roses,  thrice  daily.  When  there  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  heslth. 
is  any  fever  present,  these  remedies  are  A  word  or  two,  before  we  separde,  m  to 
apt  to  augment  it :  but  when  the  pulse  is  the  morbid  anatomy  of  these  tiasuei. 
quiet,  and  the  sldn  cool,  I  am  quite  sure  Chronic  inflammation  of  the  aerial  niveOM 
that  they  are  often  of  the  greatest  service  ;  membrane  may  lead  to  changes  in  its  eoloor; 
and  this  you  will  find  to  be  the  opinion  also  or  to  thickening  of  the  membrane ;  or  to  «!• 
of  various  practical  authors.  oeration ;  or  to  dilatation  of  the  bnmdd,  sad 

There  is  another  very  remarkable  species    their  ramificationa.     And  it  is  proper  tkil 
of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  same  parts,    you  should  be  informed'  reqiecting  theK 
characterized  also  chiefly  by  the  matter  ex-    morbid  conditions, 
pectorated.     I  mean  that  in  which  a  firm        In  general,   when  chronic  jnflsiamstina 
substance,   like  a  false    membrane,  forms    has  existed  during  life,  the  muooos  bcb* 
in  the  smaller  bronchi  and  their  ramifica-    brane  is  found  to  be  red :   bit  it  is  not  • 
tions,  and  is  coughed  up,  from  time  to  time,    bright  redness  $  it  ia  rather  a  lirid,  or  riokc, 
in  fragments.       I  mentioned  in  a  former    or  brownish  tint.     And  what  is  very  curioae. 
lecture  that  the  felse  membrane  of  croup    in  some  instances  in  which  all  the  iyiaptoms 
sometimes  descends  a  long  way  into  the    Of  inveterate  bronchitis,  with  pwr{/wm  ex- 
bronchi  ;  even  to  their  extremities.     But  I    pectoration,   had   been  present,   the  ioacr 
am  speaking  now  of  a  less  acute  form  of    membrane  of  the  air  passsges  has  beo 
disease,  in  which  moulds  as  it  were,  of  por-    found  scarcdy  rosy — or  even  perfectly  white 
tions  of  the  bronchial  tree  are  spat  up ;    — ^throughout  its  whole  extent.    Of  eoone 
somewhat  like  bunches  of  worms,  or  the    we  are  not  to  infer  from  this  that  there  hif 
roots  of  a  small  plant.    This  I  presume  to    not  been  injiammation ;  for  tiie  same  tkiai 
be  uncommon  ;  for  I  have  only  onoe  seen  it.    is  known  to  occur  in  the  intestinal  mttooaf 
It  has  been  described,  however,  by  several    membrane,  in  that  of  the  bladder,  sad  erea 
observers.      The  first  Dr.  Warren,  has  a    in  serous  membranes.    Where  pus  is  poand 
paper  upon  it  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Jfe-    forth  there  must  have  been  inflammttkm. 
dieal  Tramactiona^  where  he  gives  represen-        One  effect  of  inflammation,  as  I  fefvcrij 
tations  of  the  substan<9es  coughed  up,  which    ahewed  yoo,  is  a  aofkening  of  Uie  menifafsne ; 
he  calls  bronchial  polypi.     Dr.  Pfeiris  has    but  this  is  a  mudi  leas  common  rsMdC  of 
told  me  that  a  patient  of  his  coughed  up  con-    inflammation  in  the  mucous  membraae  «f 
siderable  quantities  of  these  branching  casts    the  bronchi,  dian  in  that  of  the  digistiie 
of  the  ultimate  air  tubes,  now  and  then,  for    organs.     In   regard  to  uloeration  fikeviv 
a  long  period.    A  paper  of  Mr.  North's,  on    there  is  a  great  dilTerenee  between  the  two 
the  same  subject,  was  read  at  one  of  the    mucous  auHaoes :  in  that  of  tiie  air  f^iff 
evening  meetings  of  the  College  of  Phyri-    it  is  comparatively  rare, 
dans.      That    gentleman    posnesses    some        Thickening  of  the  membrane  oceois  abo 
beautiftil    specimens    of    tiiese     miscalled    in  various  degrees :  but  the  most  roBsrk* 
polypi.     Dr.  Car^well  gives  a  fif^ure  repre-    able  change  undefgone  by  the  roeabnae, 
Renting  them.     Mlien  the  affection  fs  ex-    and  the  tubes  which  it  fines,  is  the  dOsttta 
tensive,  it  is  attended  with  great  distress,    of  those  tubes,  and  the  eonsequoit  alf^ 
and  dyspnoea,  and  violent  fits  of  coughing ;    tion  of  the  membrane,  whidi  expands  wUh 
and  the  (tymptoros  are  wonderfully  calmed    them. 

upon  eech  expulsion  of  the  albuminous  mat-  There  are  two  or  thive  varieties  of  tfcit 
ter.  The  surprise  is  that  sueh  patients  dilatation.  In  the  first  of  then,  eoe  er 
should  ever  recover.  In  the  solitary  in-  more  of  the  bronchi  present,  thronghoat  the 
stance  which  has  fallen  under  my  observa-    whcde  or  the  greater  part  of  their  rxtnii. 
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ao  iDcreafle  of  oapadtj  more  or  leas  con-  these  small  partial  dilatations  of  the  bronchi 

siderable :  so  that  tubes  which  result  from  may  result  from  mechanical  distension,  by 

the  4th  or  5th,  or  even  6th  diviuon  of  the  mucus,   in    those    phices   which   offer  the 

principal  bronchus,  of  each  lung,  may  equal  least  resistance ;  either  on  account  of  dimi- 

or  exceed  in  diameter  that  bronchus  itself,  nished  elasticity,  or  of  actual  thinning.     TMs 

Tubes  that  ought  not  to  be  bigger  than  a  variety  of  dilatation  is  more  frequent  m 

crow  quill  may  become  as  large  as  the  finger  children  than  in  adults, 

of  one's  glove.      Sometimes  this  kind  of  In  whatever  way  the  dUutation  may  Uke 

dilatation  is  seen  in  a  single  branch  only,  place,  one  of  its  obvious  and  necessary  con- 

sometimes  in  many.      It    may  affect  the  sequences  is,  the  condensation  of  the  pul- 

bronchial  ramifications  of  an  entire  lobe.     It  monary  substance  around  the  dilated  tube, 

is  more  common  in  the  branches  of  a  bron-  the  obliteration  of  some  of  the  cells,  and  a 

chns  than  in  the  bronchus  itself.  proportional  abridgment  of  the  function  of 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  explain  the  manner  the  lung.     Accordingly,  when  it  is  extensive, 

in  which  this  sort  of  dilatetion  is  produced.  diUtation  of  the  bronchi  is  attended  with 

We  might  attribute  it  to  simple  distension  habitual  dyspnoea. 

of  the  bronchial  parietes,  were  it  not  that  But  the  most    important    consideration 

these  parietes  are  at  the  same  time  thickened,  arising  out  of  this  state  of  the  bronchi,  is 

and  the  circular  fibres  hypertrophied,  as  you  this  ;  that  the  signs,  both  general  and  phy- 

may  see  in   this  preparation,  and  in  Dr.  sical,  by  which  it  is  accompanied,  are  apt  to 

Carawell's  plate.     But  there  is  another  form  be  exactly  those  which  are  most  distinctive 

of  bronchial  dilatation  to  which  theexplana-  of  phthisis.     And  it  is  on  that  account  that 

tion  just  adverted  to  is  easily  applicable.  I  have  now  described  these  changes.     I  shall 

Instead  of  the  uniform  dilatation  of  one  or  revert  to  them  again  when  I  come  to  the 

more  bronchial  tubes,  throughout  their  whole  symptoms,  revealed   by  auscultation,  of  tu- 

extent,  we  find  a  bellying,  or  globular  ex-  faiercular  disease  of  the  lungs. 

pansion,  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  them ; 

and  the  walls  of  the  tube,  instead  of  being  ' 

thick  and  hypertrophied,  are  wasted,  and  in  LECTURES 

a  state  of  atrophy.    The  tissues  composing  on  ths 

the  tube  are  often  so  thin,  that  when  the  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS 

cavity,  for  such  it  must  be  called,  is  Uud  QY«?TirM 

open,  the  colour  and  structure  of  the pulmo-  o i bllL M . 

nary  tissue    may  be  seen  through    them.  By  W.  B.  Caapbnter,  M.D. 
These  cavities  are  generally  found  filled  with 
a  thick,  tenacious,   straw-coloured,   mnoo- 

purulent  fluid.     Now  it  is  easy  to  conceive  Lecture  X. — (concluded,) 

how   "the  straining  influence  of  repeated  «.        .         ^ 

paroxysms  of  coughing*'  may  cause  dilata-  runcttons  of  the  Cerebrum  (conUnued.) 
tation  of  this  kind.  The  primary  branches  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  progres- 
are  more  easily  cleared  of  the  mucus  that  sive  development  of  the  cerebrum,  and  of  the 
fills  them  :  but  the  pressure  which  the  lung  intellectual  powers,  which  we  observe  in 
undergoes  under  a  forced  expiration,  ope-  ascending  the  scale  of  Vertebrata,  with  the 
rating  on  a  portion  of  the  same  kind  of  degree  in  which  the  young  of  the  different 
mucus  detained  in  the  smaller  branches,  may  classes  are  respectively  assisted  by  their  pa- 
be  more  than  the  elasticity  of  the  tube  is  rents  in  their  development.  In  fishes  and 
capable  of  resisting.  .  And,  in  fact,  all  reptiles,  the  eggs  are  usually  left  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  bronchisl  tubes  must  be  in  mercy  of  the  elements ;  in  the  former  they  are 
part  at  least  owing  to  the  same  influence  of  commonly  subjected  to  a  moderate  tempera- 
pressure  by  imprisoned  mucus  against  their  ture,  being  immersed  in  water  which  is  seldom 
inner  sur&ce.  They  are  seldom  met  with  either  very  warm  or  very  cold ;  whilst  in 
except  after  those  affections  wliich  are  cha-  the  latter,  they  are  usually  more  exposed  to 
racterised  by  considerable  secretion  from  the  the  direct  solar  heat, — and  this  even  before 
membrane,  and  by  much  and  repeated  they  are  deposited.  The  reptiles  whose  eggs 
cough :  as  after  some  forms  of  chronic  bron-  are  laid  in  water,  or  in  obscure  places,  are 
chitis,  and  after  hooping-cough.  for  the  most  part  those  which  belong  to  the 

A  third  variety  of  dilatation  is  that  in  order  Batrachia,  and  which,  beginning  life  in 

whidk  the  same  bronchus  bellies  out  in  dif-  the  condition  of  fishes,  never  attain  to  any 

Cerent  places ;  is  dilated  at  intervals ;    so  as  very  elevated  grade  of  development.     There  ' 

to  present  in  its  course  i^  series  of  successive  is  a  curious  exception  among  fishes  in  the 

enlargements  and  contrsctions.   Here,  again,  case  of  the  Ray  and  Shark  tribe,  many  of 

the  walls  of  the  bronchi,  though  they  may  be  which  retain  their  ^ggs  within  the  ovidnrr^ 

traced  in  the  parts  dilated,  do  not  appear  to  until  the  young  arfc  hatched,  and  these  form 

be  thickened,  but  rather  are  diminished  in  a  new  connection  with  the  parent,  compara- 

thickness.    We  may  suppose,  therefore,  that  ble  in  some  degree  with  that  which  takes 
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as  yoQ  might  treat  a  gleet  of  the  otiter  ma-  tion,  the  affection  was  chronic  and  partial, 
cous  membraneg,  with  balsams,  administered  A  stout,  healthy,  middle-aged  barrister,  after 
either  by  the  stomach,  or  in  the  shape  of  haying  had  some  huskiness  of  voice  for  a 
vapoar.  He  conjectures  that  it  might  have  twelvemonth,  suddenly  spat  a  little  blood  ; 
been  in  cases  of  this  nature  that  the  vapour  and  soon  afterwards  he  expectorated  one  or 
of  tar,  and  tar  water,  were  once  thought  to  two  ramifying  masses,  of  tolerably  firm  con- 
be  so  useful.  Probably  the  creasote  would  sistence,  resembling  fibrinous  oosgula  of 
be  well  adapted  to  such  cases.  Certainly  I  blood,  deprived  of  most  of  its  colouring 
have  seen  the  excessive  expectoration  di-  matter.  They  were  not  hollow.  I  found 
minish,  and  the  patients  gain  strength,  under  slight  circumscribed  crepitation  in  the  lower 
the  use  of  the  balsams;  the  compound  and  posterior  part  ofhis  left  lung.  This  trivial 
tincture  of  benzoes,  for  example ;  a  form  of  degree  of  hemoptjrsis,  with  the  expulsion  of 
medicine  much  employed  formerly,  and  too  what  looked  like  casts  of  the  interior  of  a  bron- 
much  neglected,  I  apprehend,  at  present,  dual  tube,  was  once  or  twice  repeated  within 
Another  remedy  from  which  I  have  derived  a  few  days.  Mercury  was,  iniir  o/m,  pre- 
great  advantage  in  some  cases  of  the  same  scribed,  but  as  the  patient  did  not  feel  in 
kind,  is  the  sulphate  of  iron,  given  in  two  any  way  ill,  I  believe  he  soon  became  tired 
or  three  grain  doses,  in  the  compound  in-  of  physic;  and  when  I  last  saw  him  he 
ftision  of  roses,  thrice  daily.  When  there  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  health, 
is  any  fever  present,  these  remedies  are  A  word  or  two,  before  we  separate,  as  to 
apt  to  augment  it :  but  when  the  pulse  is  the  morbid  anatomy  of  these  tissues, 
quiet,  and  the  skin  cool,  I  am  quite  sure  Chronic  inflammation  of  the  aerial  mucous 
that  Uiey  are  often  of  the  greatest  service  ;  membrane  may  lead  to  changes  in  its  colour ; 
and  this  you  will  find  to  be  the  opinion  also  or  to  thickening  of  the  membrane  ;  or  to  ul- 
of  various  practical  authors.  oeration ;  or  to  dilatation  of  the  bronchi,  and 
There  is  another  very  remarkable  species  their  ramifications.  And  it  is  proper  that 
of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  same  parts,  you  should  be  informed"  respecting  these 
characterized  also  chiefly  by  the  matter  ex-  morbid  conditions. 

pectorated.     I  mean  that  in  which  a  firm  In  general,   when  chronic  inflammation 
substance,  like  a  false    membrane,  forms  has  existed  during  life,  the  mucous  mem- 
in  the  smaller  bronchi  and  their  ramifica-  brane  is  found  to  be  red :   but  it  is  not  a 
tions,  and  is  coughed  up,  from  time  to  time,  bright  redness ;  it  is  rather  a  livid,  or  violet, 
in  fragments.       I  mentioned  in  a  former  or  brownish  tint.     And  what  is  very  curious, 
lecture  that  the  false  membrane  of  croup  in  some  instances  in  which  all  the  symptoms 
sometimes  descends  a  long  way  into  the  of  inveterate  bronchitis,  with  purijhrm  ex- 
bronchi  ;  even  to  their  extremities.      But  I  pectoration,   had  been  present,    the  inner 
am  speaking  now  of  a  less  acute  form  of  membrane  of  the  air  passages  has    beoi 
disease,  in  which  moulds  as  it  were,  of  por-  found  scarcely  rosy — or  even  perfectly  white 
tions  of  the  bronchial  tree  are  spat  up ;  — ^throughout  its  whole  extent.     Of  course 
somewhat  like  bunches  of  worms,  or  the  we  are  not  to  infer  from  this  that  there  has 
roots  of  a  small  plant.    This  I  presume  to  not  been  inflammation ;  for  the  same  thing 
be  uncommon  ;  for  I  have  only  once  seen  it.  is  known  to  occur  in  t^e  intestinal  mucous 
It  has  been  described,  however,  by  several .  membrane,  in  that  of  the  bladder,  and  even 
observers.      The  first  Dr.  Warren,  has  a  in  serous  membranes.     Where  pus  is  poured 
paper  upon  it  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Me^  forth  there  must  have  been  inflammation. 
dieal  TVangaeHonf,  where  he  gives  represen-  One  eflect  of  inflammation,  as  I  formerly 
tations  of  the  substandes  coughed  up,  which  shewed  yoa,  is  a  softening  of  the  membrane  ; 
be  calls  bronchial  polypi.     Dr.  Paris  has  but  this  is  a  much  less  common  result  of 
told  me  that  a  patient  of  his  coughed  up  con-  inflammation  in  th6  mucous  membrane  of 
siderable  quantities  of  these  branching  casts  the  bronchi,  than  in  that  of  the  digestive- 
of  the  ultimate  air  tubes,  now  and  then,  for  organs.      In   regard  to  ulceration  likewise 
a  long  period.     A  paper  of  Mr.  North's,  on  there  is  a  great  diflisrenoe  between  the  two 
the  same  subject,  was  read  at  one  of  the  mucoos  surfaces :  in  that  of  the  air  passages 
evening  meetings  of  the  College  of  Physi-  it  is  oomparatively  rare, 
cians.      That    gentleman    possesses    some  Thickening  of  the  membrane  occurs  also 
beautiful    specimens    of    these     miscalled  in  various  degrees :  but  the  most  remark- 
polypi.     Dr.  Carswell  gives  a  figure  repre-  able  change  undergone  by  the  membrane, 
senting  them.     When  the  affection  is  ex-  and  the  tubes  whidi  it  lines,  is  the  dilatation 
tensive,  it  is  attended  with  great  distress,  of  those  tubes,  and  the  consequent  altera- 
and  dyspnoea,  and  violent  fits  of  coughing ;  tion  of  the  membrane,  which  expands  with 
and  the  s5rmptoms  are  wonderfully  calmed  them. 

upon  ench  expulsion  of  thealbuminons mat-  There  are  two  or  three  varieties  of  this 

ter.      The  surprise  is  that  such   patients  dilatation.      In  the  first  of  them,  one  or 

should  ever  recover.      In   the  solitary  in-  more  of  the  bronchi  present,  throughout  the 

stance  which  has  fallen  under  my  observa-  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  their  extent, 
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an  increaie  of  capacity  more  or  less  con-  these  small  partial  dilatations  of  the  bronchi 
aiderable :  so  that  tubes  which  result  from  may  result  from  mechanical  distension,  by 
the  4th  or  5th,  or  even  6th  division  of  the  mucus,  in  those  places  which  ofTcr  the 
principal  brondins,  of  each  lung,  may  equal  least  resistance ;  either  on  account  of  dimi- 
or  exceed  in  diameter  that  bronchus  itself,  nished  elasticity,  or  of  actual  thinning.  This 
Tubes  that  ought  not  to  be  bigger  than  a  variety  of  dilatation  is  more  frequent  in 
crow  quill  may  become  as  large  as  the  finger  children  than  in  adults, 
of  one's  glove.  Sometimes  this  kind  of  In  whatever  way  the  dilatation  may  take 
dilatation  is  seen  in  a  single  branch  only,  place,  one  of  its  obvious  and  necessary  con- 
sometimes  in  many.  It  may  affect  the  sequences  is,  the  condensation  of  the  pul- 
bronchial  ramifications  of  an  entire  lobe.  It  monary  substance  around  the  dilated  tube, 
is  more  common  in  the  branches  of  a  bron-  the  obliteration  of  some  of  the  cells,  and  a 
chus  than  in  the  bronchus  itself.  proportional  abridgment  of  the  function  of 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  explain  the  manner  the  lung.     Accordingly,  when  it  is  extensive, 

in  which  this  sort  of  dilatation  is  produced,  dilatation  of  the  bronchi  is  attended  with 

We  might  attribute  it  to  simple  distension  habitual  dyspnoea. 

of  the  bronchial  parietes,  were  it  not  that  But  the  most    im|)ortant    consideration 

these  parietes  are  at  the  same  time  thickened,  arising  out  of  this  state  of  the  bronchi,  is 

and  the  circular  fibres  hypertrophied,  as  you  this ;  that  the  signs,  both  general  and  phy- 

may  see  in  this  preparation,  and  in  Dr.  sical,  by  which  it  is  accompanied,  are  apt  to 

Carswell's  plate.     But  there  is  another  form  be  exactly  those  which  are  most  distinctive 

of  bronchifd  dilatation  to  which  theexplana-  of  phthisis.     And  it  is  on  that  account  that 

tion  just  adverted  to  is  easily  applicable.  I  have  now  described  these  changes.     I  shall 

Instead  of  the  uniform  dilatation  of  one  or  revert  to  them  again  when  I  come  to  the 

more  bronchial  tubes,  throughout  their  whole  symptoms,  revealed  by  auscultation,  of  tu- 

extent,  we  find  a  bellying,  or  globular  ex-  beroular  disease  of  the  lungs. 

pansion,  at  the  extremity  of  one  of  them  ; 

and  the  walls  of  the  tube,  instead  of  being 
thick  and  hypertrophied,  are  wasted,  and  in 
a  state  of  atrophy.    The  tissues  composing  on  thb 
the  tube  are  often  so  thin,  that  when  the  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  NERVOUS 
carity,  for  such  it  must  be  called,  is  laid  SYSTEM 
open,  the  colour  and  structure  of  the  pulmo- 
nary tissue    may  be  seen  through    them.  By  W.  B.  Ca&pbntbr,  M.D. 

Thew  cavities  are  generally  found  filled  with  

a  thick,  tenacious,  straw-coloured,  muco- 
purulent fluid.  Now  it  is  easy  to  conceive  Lecturk  X. — (eoneluded.) 
how  "the  straining  influence  of  repeated  _  ^.  ^^,  ^  ,  ^  *-  j  x 
paroxysms  of  coughdiig"  may  cause  dilaU-  ^««^'«««*  ^i^^^  Cerebrum  (conUnued.) 
tation  of  this  kind.  The  primary  branches  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  progres- 
are  more  easily  cleared  of  the  mucus  that  sive  development  of  the  cerebrum,  and  of  the 
fills  them :  but  the  pressure  which  the  lung  intellectual  powers,  which  we  observe  in 
undergoes  under  a  forced  expiration,  ope-  ascendinjj  the  scale  of  Vcrtebrata,  with  the 
rating  on  a  portion  of  the  same  kind  of  degree  in  which  the  young  of  the  different 
mucus  detained  in  the  smaller  branches,  may  classes  are  respectively  assisted  by  their  pa- 
be  more  than  the  elasticity  of  the  tube  is  rents  in  their  development.  In  fishes  and 
capable  of  resisting.  .  And,  in  fact,  all  reptiles,  the  eggs  are  usually  left  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes  must  be  in  mercy  of  the  elements ;  in  the  former  they  are 
part  at  least  owing  to  the  same  inflnenr?  of  commonly  subjected  to  a  moderate  tempera- 
pressure  by  imprisoned  mucus  against  their  ture,  being  immersed  in  water  which  is  seldom 
inner  surface.  They  are  seldom  met  with  cither  very  wsrm  or  very  cold ;  whiUt  in 
except  after  those  affections  wliich  are  clia-  the  latter,  they  are  usually  more  exposed  to 
racterised  by  considerable  secretion  from  the  the  direct  solar  heat, — and  this  even  before 
membrane,  and  by  much  and  repeated  they  are  deposited.  The  reptiles  whose  eggs 
cough  :  as  after  some  forms  of  chronic  bron-  are  laid  in  water,  or  in  obscure  places,  are 
chitis,  and  after  hooping-cough.  for  the  most  part  those  which  belong  to  the 

A  third  variety  of  dilaUtion  is  that  in  order  Batrachia,  and  which,  beginning  life  in 

which  the  same  bronchus  bellies  out  in  dif-  the  condition  of  fishes,  never  attain  to  any 

ferent  places;  is  dilated  at  intervals  ;    so  as  very  elevated  grade  of  development.     There 

to  present  in  its  course  %  series  of  saccessive  ia  a  curious  exception  among  fishes  in  the 

enlargements  and  contractions.   Here,  again,  case  of  the  Ray  and  Shark  tribe,  many  of 

the  walls  of  the  bronchi,  though  they  may  be  which  retain  their  eggs  within  the  ovidnrt* 

traced  in  the  parts  dilated,  do  not  appear  to  uutU  the  young  ar6  hatched,  and  these  funn 

be  thickened,  but  rather  are  diminished  in  a  new  connection  with  the  parent,  compara- 

thickness.    We  may  suppose,  therefore,  that  ble  in  some  degree  with  that  which  Ukes 
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place  in  Mammalia ;  and  in  them  occurs  the  fully  developed,  it  offers  imiumerable  diver- 
only  trace  of  convolutions,  which  we  any-  sities  of  form  and  size  among  various  ladi. 
where  meet  with  among  oviparous  animals,  viduals ;  and  there  are  as  many  diversities  of 
In  Birds,  the  close  attention  paid  by  the  pa-  character.  It  may  be  doubted  if  two  indi- 
rents  to  the  eggs,  the  constantly-elevated  viduals  were  ever  exactly  alike  in  this  respect, 
temperature  afforded  by  them,,  and  the  That  a  brain  which  is  greatly  under  the 
assistance  subsequently  afforded  to  their  average  size  is  incapable  of  performing  ita 
young,  often  for  some  time  after  their  emer-  proper  factions,  and  that  the  possessor  of 
sion  from  the  egg,  harmonize  well  with  the  it  must  necessarily  be  more  or  less  idiotie, 
advanced  development  of  the  cerebrum  ;  and  there  can  be,  I  think,  no  reasonable  doubt, 
it  will  be  observed  that  this  assistance  is  On  the  other  hand,  that  a  large  well-de- 
most  remarkable,  and  is  most  prolonged^  in  veloped  brain  is  found  to  exist  in  persona 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  intelligence  which  who  have  made  themselves  conspicuous  in 
the  species  is  ultimately  to  attain.  Thus,  the  world  by  their  attainments  or  their 
the  chicken  can  pick  up  its  own  food  almost  achievements,  is,  I  think,  a  proposition  of 
immediately  that  it  is  liberated  from  its  shell,  equal  generality.  In  these  opposite  cases, 
and  is  never  directly  supplied  by  its  parent ;  we  witness  most  distinctly  the  antagonism 
whilst  the  insessorial  and  raptorial  birds  between  the  instinctive  and  voluntary  powers, 
generally  sustain  their  young  for  some  time  Those  unfortunate  beings,  in  whom  the  brain 
by  the  supplies  of  food  which*  they  obtain  is  but  little  developed,  are  guided  almost 
for  them ;  and  the  parrot  is  enabled,  by  a  solely  by  their  instinctive  tendencies,  which 
peculiar  conformation,  to  furnish  its  progeny  fluently  manifest  themselves  with  a  degree 
with  food  moistened  by  a  secretion  of  its  of  strength  that  would  not  have  been  sup- 
own,  which  much  resembles  milk.  On  posed  to  exist ;  and  occasionally  new  instincts 
turning  to  the  Mammalia,  we  are  at  once  manifest  themselves,  of  which  the  human 
struck  with  the  marked  difference  in  the  de-  being  is  ord'narily  regarded  as  destitute*, 
velopment  of  the  cerebrum,  that  exists  be-  On  5ie  other  hand,  those  who  have  obtained 
tween  the  orders  in  which  the  young  forms  most  influence  over  the  understandings  of 
a  true  placental  connection  with  the  parent,  others,  have  always  been  themselves  persona 
and  those  ovo-viviparous  tribes  (as  they  of  strong  volitional  powers,  in  whom  the 
have  been  termed)  in  which  it  quits  the  instinctive  tendencies  are  quite  subordinated 
uterus  prematurely ;  and  this  difference  ex-  to  the  will,  and  who  have  given  their  whole 
tends,  as  already  stated,  to  internal  structure,  energy  to  the  particular  object  of  their  pur- 
as  much  as  to  size.  The  period  of  depen-  suit.  It  is  very  different,  however,  with 
dence  of  the  young  upon  the  parent  is  far  those  who  are  actuated  by  what  is  ordinarily 
more  prolonged  in  man  than  in  any  other  termed  genitu^  and  whose  influence  is  rather 
animal ;  and  this  not  merely  absolutely,  but  upon  thtfetling9  than  upon  the  understand- 
in  refierence  to  the  entire  duration  of  life ;  ings  of  those  around  them ;  these  are  fre- 
during  the  whole  of  this  time  he  is  unfit  to  quently  very  deficient  in  power  of  even  oom- 
provide  for  himself;  but  the  development  prehending  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life;  and 
and  education  of  his  faculties  is  continually  still  more  commonly,  they  show  an  extreme 

Proceeding,  so  that  he  at  last  advances  far  want  of  judgment  in  the  management  of 

eyond  the  grade  of  any  of  those  inferior  them,  being  under  the  immediate  influence 

animals,  with  which  he  may  be  reasonably  of  their  passions  and  emotions,  iiiid  not  hav- 

compared  (in  regard  to  the  manifestation  of  ing  brought  these  under  the  control  of  their 

his    psychical    endowments)  at  an  earlier  intelligent  will.     The  life  of  a  ^ent tcf ,  whe- 

period.         ^  ther  Ms  bent  be  upon  poetry,  music,  paint- 

Comparative  anatomy,  then,  fiilly  bears  ing,  or  upon  pursuits  of  a  more  materia] 

out  the  general  doctrine,  that  the  cerebrum  character,  is  seldom  one  which  can  be  held 

constitutes  the  organ  of  intelligence,  as  dis-  up   for  imitation.      In  such  persons,   the 

tinguished  from  those   mere  instincts    by  general  power  of  the  mind  being  low,  the 

which  many  of  the  lower  animals  seem  to  be  brain  is  not  usually  found  of  any  great  size, 

almost  entirely  guided.    By  intelligence,  I  The  mere  comparative  size  of  the  brain, 

do    not    mean,    however,    the    reasoning  however,  affords  no  accurate  measure  of  the 

faculties  only,  but  the  combination  of  those  amount  of  mental  power ;    we  not  unfre- 

powers  which  are  of  an  educable  character,  quently  meet  with  men  possessing  large  and 

and  which  become  the  springs  of  tfoluntary  well-formed  heads;  whilst  their  capacity  is 

action  in  very  different  proportions  in  dif-    — » 

ferent  animals  of  the  same  tribe  ; — ^as  dis-  *  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  has  been  re- 

tinctfrom  those  which  have  an  immediate  cently  published.     A  perfecUy  idiotic  girl,  in 

«oi.^#«»  4-^  fi.i»«r.nfaAf  f»i*^m>nr«»^i  ...fr^^  PaHfl,  baviiig  becn  Bcduced  by  some  miscreant, 

relation  to  the  wants  of  the  coiporeal  system,  ^„  dell  vered  of  a  child  without  assistance.    It 

and  which  are  auiomatte  and  mvanable  in  was  Ibuud  that  she  had  gnawed  the  umbilical 

the  several  individuals  of  the  same  species.  cc>^  >»  two ;  in  the  same  manner  as  is  practised 

Observation  of  the  human  species  exhibits  ^  "l^to*'f,  ■"JS'^.!;, /li^'yS^^^ 

the  same  distinction.     When  the  bndn  is  E?p1™«on.                 ^         °  ***'    '           ^ 
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not  greater  than  that  of  others,  the  dimen-  Many  instanoea  are  on  record  in  which  ex- 

anons  of  whose  crania  have  the  same  general  tensire  disease  has  occurred  in  one  hemi- 

proportion,  but  are  of  much  less  absolute  sphere,  so  as  almost  entirely  to  destroy  it, 

size.     Large  brains,  with  deficient  activity,  without  either  any  obvious  injury  to  the 

are  commonly  found  in  persons  of  what  has  mental    powers,    or    any   interruption    of 

been  termed  the  phtegmatie  temperament,  the  influence  of  the  mind  upon  the  body, 

in  whom  the  general  processes  of  life  seem  But  I  believe  that  there  is  no  case  of  severe 

in  a  torpid  and  indolent  state ;  whilst  small  lesion  of  Mh  hemispheres,  in  which  morbid 

brains  and  great  activity  betoken  what  are  phenomena  were  not  evident  during  life*    It 

known  as  the  aangnine  and  nervofu  tempera-  is  true  that,  in  chronic  hydrocephalus,  a  very 

ment.    These  distinctions  come  to  be  very  remarkable  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the 

important,  where  we  proceed  further  in  our  brain  sometimes  presents  itself,  which  might 

inquiries,  and  attempt  to  determine  the  par<*  a  priori  have  been  supposed  destructive  to 

ticnlar  modes  of  development  of  the  brain  its  power  of  activity, — ^tiie  ventricles  being 

whidi  coincide  with  certain  manifestations  so  enormously  distended  with  fluid,  that  the 

of  the  mind.    To  this  subject  we  shall  pre-  cerebral  matter  has  seemed  like  a  thin  la- 

sently  revert.  mina,  spread  over  the  interior  of  the  enlaiged 

Having  now  inquired  into  the  evidence  of  cranium.      But   there   is   no    pivof    that 

the ^«ii«ra/ Amotions  of  the  cerebrum,  which  absolute  destruction  of  any  part  was  thus 

may  be  derived  from  examination  of  its  occasioned;- and  it  would  seem  that  the  very 

comparative  development,  we  proceed  to  our  gradual  nature  of  the  change  gives  to  the 

other  sources  of  information, — experiment,  structure  time  for  aooonmiodating  itself  to 

and  pathologiqal  phenomena.     The  effects  it.    This,  in  fact,  is  to  be  noticed  in  all 

of  the  entire  removal  of  the  hemispheres  diseases  of  the  encephalon.    A  sudden  le- 

have    been  already    described.       In    these  sion,   so  trifling  as  to  escape  observation, 

and  similar  experiments  it  has  been  con-  unless  this  be  very  carefully  conducted,  will 

stantly  remarked,  that  injuries  of  the  cerebral  occasion  very  severe  symptoms;  whilst  a 

substance  do  not  occasion  signs  of  pain,  and  chronic  disease  may  gradually  extend  itself 

that  they  do  not  give  rise  to  any  convulsive  without  any  external  manifestation.     It  will 

movements.       Even  the  thalami  optid  and  usually  be  found  that  sudden  paralysis,  of 

corpora  striata  may  be  wounded,  without  the  which  the  seat  is  in  the  brain,  results  from 

excitement  of  convulsions ;  but  if  the  incisions  some  slight  effusion  of  blood  in  the  substance 

involve  the  tubercula  quadrigemina,  or  the  or  neighbourhood  of  the  corpora  striata ; 

medulla   oblongata,  convulsions  uniformly  whilst,  if  it  follow  disorder  of  the  brain  of 

occur.    This  result  perfectly  accords  with  long  standing,  a  much  greater  amount  of 

what  has  been  observed   in  man ;    for  it  lesion  will  usually  present  itself.     In  either 

has  been  frequently  remarked,  when  it  has  case,  the  paralysis  occurs  in  the  opposite 

been  necessary  to  separate  protruded  por-  side  of  the  body,  as  we  should  expect  from 

tions  of  the  brain  from  the  hodthy  part,  that  the  decussation  of  the  pyramids ;  but  it  may 

this  has  given  rise  to  no  sensation,  even  in  occur  either  in  the  same  or  on  the  opposite 

persons  whose  mind  has  been  perfectly  clear,  side  of  the  face,  the  cause  of  which  is  not 

The  e£rect  of  pressure  upon  the  brain  is  well  very  apparent.     If  convulsions  accompany 

known  to  be  tiie  suspension  of  all  its  opera-  the  paralysis,  we  may  infer  that  the  corpora 

tions :  this  has  been  substantiated  by  expe-  quadrigemina,  or  the  parts  below,  are  in- 

riments  upon  animals,  and  also  by  similar  volved  in  the  injury ;  and  in  this  case  it  is 

experiments  on  persons  who  have  had  a  found  that  the  convulsions  are  on  the  affected 

portion  of  the  cranium  removed,  so  as  to  side  of  the  body.     Where,   as  not  unfre- 

expose  the  membranes  of  the  brain  :   the  quently  happens,  there  is  paralysis  of  one 

pressure  of  the  finger  upon  the  membranes  side,  accompanying  convulsions  on  the  other, 

occasions  a  state  of  immediate  unconscious-  it  is  commonly  the  result  of  a  lesion  affect- 

ness,    resembling    profound    sleep,    which  ing  the  base  of  the  brain  and  medulla  ob- 

ceases  as  soon  as  the  pressure  is  withdrawn,  longata,  on  the  side  on  which  the  convulsions 

Such  pressure  will,  of  course,  affect  the  take  pbioe.    Many  anomalies  present  them- 

whole  encephalon,  and  not  the  cerebrum  selves,  however,  which  are  by  im  means  easy 

alone.     Experiment  does  not  throw  much  of  explanation,  consistently  wift  the  present 

light  on  the  particular  functions  of  the  cor-  state  of  our  knowledge, 

pus  callosum  and  other  commissures ;  since  The  general  result  of  such  investigations 

they  can  scarcely  be  divided  without  severe  is,  that  the  cerebrum  is  the  organ  through 

general  injury.     It  would  appear,  however,  which  all  those  impressions    are  received 

that  the  partial  or  entire  absence  of  these  which  give  rise  to  voluntary  actions,  and 

parts,  reducing  the  cerebrum  to  the  level  of  that  it  affords  the  power  of   occasioning 

that  of  the  marsupial  quadruped  or  of  the  muscular  contraction  in  obedience  to   the 

bird,  is  by  no  means  an  unft^uent  cause  of  influence  of  the  %ill ;   but  that  the  fibres 

idiocy.    The  information  afforded  by  patho-  composing  its  medullary   portion  are  not 

logical  phenomena  is  for  from  being  definite,  misoeptible  of  being  thrown  into  action  by 


968       DR.  CARPENTER'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

mcchiinifflil  imtatioxi,  in  the  nme  manner  as  mental  operation  has  intenrened.  He  would 
are  thoae  of  the  spinal  cord  and  nerves, — a  say  that  he  remembers  hearing  the  4:lock 
difference  which  may,  perhaps,  be  connected  strike ;  but  this  would  not  express  the  Cratfa. 
with  the  s%ht  difference  of  their  structure.  That  which  he  remembers  is  a  certain  aeries 
explained  in  the  first  lecture.  There  is  no  of  sonorovs  impressions,  which  was  oommn^ 
positive  reason  for  the  belief,  that  the  cere-  nicated  to  his  mind ;  and  he  recognises  them 
brum  is  essential  to  the  purely  emotional  as  the  striking  of  a  clock,  by  a  process  in 
actions;  and  analogy,  as  we  have  seen,  ap-  which  memory  and  judgment  arecombined,-^ 
plied  to  the  explaniytion  of  pathological  phe-  which  process  may  fuirther  inform  him,  that 
nomena,  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  their  the  sounds  proceeded  from  his  own  partiea- 
channel  is  different.  It  can  scarcely  be  lar  dock.  If  he  had  never  heard  a  dock 
denied,  however,  that  in  the  cerebrum  resides  strike,  and  the  sound  produced  by  ithad  never 
that  power,  by  which  the  attention  of  Uie  been  described  to  him,  he  would  not  have 
mind  is  directed  to  any  sensation,  and  by  been  able  to  form  that  notion  of  the  object 
which,  through  the  medium  of  a  brief  rea-  that  gave  rise  to  the  sensation,  which,  sim- 
soning  process,  a  notion  is  formed  regarding  pie  as  it  appears  to  be  at  the  time,  is  the 
its  nature :  ^is  operation  is  altogether  result  of  complex  mental  operations.  But 
termed jBerc^/ton.  Now  it  will  be  presently  when  these  operations  have  been  frequently 
seen,  that  the  formation  of  such  elementary  performed,  the  perception  or  notion  of  the 
notions  in  us  is  often  a  complex  process,  object  becomes  inseparably  connecCed  with 
though  a  rapid  one ;  whilst,  in  many  of  the  the  sensation ;  and  tiius  it  is  excited  by  the 
lower  animals,  it  appears,  to  be  vei^  much  latter,  without  any  knowledge  on  the 
simpler — as  to  all  those  points,  at  least,  part  of  the  individual  that  a  mental  ope- 
which  concern  the  instinctive  actions  neces-  ration  has  taken  place.  Sudi  perceptions 
sary  for  their  well-being.  Such  inttUtwe  are  termed  acquired,  in  contradistinction  to 
perceptions  occasionally  take  place  in  our-  thn  intuiiive  perceptions,  of  which  the  lower 
selves;  and  I  think  it  will  appear,  from  animals  seem  to  possess  a  large  number, 
examination  of  them,  that  they  are  connected  The  idea  of  the  distance  of  an  object,  for 
other  with  the  mere  instincts,  or  with  the  example,  is  one  derived  in  man  from  msmj 
emotions.  sources,  and  is  the  result  of  a  long  experience ; 
Some  metaphysicians  have  confounded  the  inftmt,  or  the  adult,  seeing  for  the  first 
perception  with  sensation  f  but  I  think  the  time,  has  to  bring  the  senses  of  sight  and  of 
difference  is  very  evident.  In  order  that  a  touch  to  bear  upon  one  another,  in  order  to 
eeneation  should  be  produced,  Aconecious  obtain  it;  but  when  once  the  power  of  de- 
state  of  the  mind  is  all  that  is  required.  Its  termining  It  is  acquired*  the  steps  of  the 
whole  attention  may  be  directed  towards  process  are  lost  sight  of.  In  the  lower 
some  other  object,  and  the  sensation  calls  tribes  of  animals,  however,  in  which  the 
up  no  new  ideas  whatever ;  yet  it  will  pro-  young  receive  no  assistance  from  their  pa- 
dnce  some  change  in  the  sensorium,  which  rents,  there  is  an  evident  necessity  for  some 
causes  it  to  be  (as  it  were)  registered  there  immediate  power  of  forming  this  determina- 
for  a  time,  and  may  become  the  object  of  tlon^  as  they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
subsequent  attention;  so  that,  when  the  their  food  without  it.  Accordingly  they 
mind  is  directed  towards  it,  the  idea  or  no-  manifest  in  their  actions  a  perception  or 
tion  of  the  cause  of  the  sensation  is  formed,  governing  idea  of  distances,  which  could 
which  constitutes  a  peroqition.  For  exam-  only  be  gained  by  man  after  long  experience, 
pie,  a  student,  who  is  directing  his  thoughts  A  fly-cateber,  for  example,  just  come  out  of 
to  some  object  of  earnest  pursuit,  does  not  its  shell,  has  been  seen  to  peck  at  an  insect 
receive  any  intimation  of  the  passage  of  time  with  an  aim  as  perfect,  as  if  it  had  been  all 
from  the  striking  of  a  dock  in  his  room,  its  life  engaged  in  learning  the  art.  la 
The  sensation  must  be  produced,  if  there  be  some  instances,  snimals  levn  by  intuitive 
no  defect  in  his  nervous  system ;  but  it  is  perception  that  at  which  man  could  only 
not  attended  to,  because  the  mind  is  bent  arrive  by  the  most  refined  processes  of  ree- 
upon  anotiier  object.  It  may  produce  so  soning,  or  by  the  careful  application  of  the 
little  imprewion  on  the  mind  as  not  to  recur  most  varied  experience.  Thus,  a  little  fish* 
spontaneodlqr,  when  the  train  of  thought  named  the  Cbstodon  rostratus,  is  in  the 
which  previously  occupied  the  mind  has  been  habit  of  ejecting  from  its  prolonged  snout 
closed,  and  die  attention  is  ready  to  be  drops  of  fluid,  which  strike  insecto  that  hap- 
directed  to  any  other  object ;  or,  the  im-  pen  to  be  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
pression  having  been  stronger,  it  may  so  whidi  cause  them  to  foil  into  it,  so  as  to 
recur,  and  at  once  exdte  an  idea  in  the  mind,  come  within  its  reach.  Now,  by  the  laws  of 
Again,  the  individual  may  then  be  able  only  to  refiraclion  of  light,  the  phuse  of  the  insect  in 
say  that  he  heard  the  clock  strike:  or  he  the  air  will  not  really  be  what  it  appears  to 
may  be  able  to  retrace  the  number  of  strokes,  be  to  the  fish  in  the  water,  but  it  will  be  a 
Now,  in  dther  case,  a  simple  perceptioo  is  little  bdow  its  apparent  place,  and  to  thta 
formed,  without  his  being  aware  that  any  point  its  aim  must  be  directed.     But  the 
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diiferaioe  between  the  real  and  the  apparent  but  from  the  incapability  of  expreaadng  the 
place  will  not  be  constant ;  for  the  more  ideas  in  language.  Sometimes  the  memory 
perpendicularly  the  rays  enter  the  water,  the  of  a  particular  class  of  words  only,  such  as 
leae  will  be  the  variation ;  and,  on  the  other  nouns  or  ▼erbs,  is  destroyed ;  or  it  may  be 
hand,  the  more  oblique  is  the  direction,  the  impaired  merely,  so  that  the  patient  mis- 
greater  will  be  the  difference.  Now  it  is  im-  takes  the  proper  terms,  and  speaks  a  most 
possible  to  imagine  but  that,  by  an  intuitive  curious  jargon.  These  cases  have  a  peculiar 
peroeptionv  the  real  place  of  the  insect  is  interest  in  reference  to  the  final  subject  of 
known  to  the  fish  in  every  instance,  as  per-  our  inquiry. 

fecUy  as  it  could  be  to  the  most  sagacious  That  the  different  portions  of  the  oere- 
hnman  mathematiciatt,  or  to  a  clever  marks-  brum  have  different  functions  in  the  com- 
man  who  had  learned  the  requisite  allowanoe  plez  operations  of  thought,  must,  I  think, 
in  eadi  case  by  a  long  experience.  In  man,  be  admitted  to  be  by  no  means  an  improba- 
the  acquirement  of  perceptions  is  deariy  a  ble  speculation ;  and  you  are  well  aware 
cerebral  operation ;  I  cannot  but  regard  their  that,  under  the  name  of  phrenology,  or  the 
intuitional  formation,  in  the  lower  animids,  sdenoe  of  mind,  a  S3rstematic  allocation  has 
as  one  of  those  to  which  the  ganglia  con-  been  made,  of  what  have  been  regarded  as 
nected  with  the  organs  of  special  sense,  the  several  ftmdamental  powers  and  Acuities 
•which  are  in  them  of  so  great  a  proportional  of  the  mind,  to  certain  parts  of  the  cerebral 
sixe,  are  subservient.  hemispheres.  Tliis  was  first  attempted  by 
Many  physiologists  and  metaphysicians  Gall,  who  states  himself  to  have  been  guided 
are  of  opinion,  that  every  sensation  actually  in  Us  determinations,  by  observing  on  the 
experienced  may  become  the  subject  of  a  heads  of  those,  who  manifested  any  remarkm- 
perception  at  any  future  tiide,  though  beyond  ble  fticulty  or  tendency,  a  corresponding 
the  voluntary  power  of  the  memory  to  re-  prominence ;  and  to  have  found  oonfirma- 
trace ;  and  the  phenomena  of  dreams  and  tion  of  his  inferences,  by  comparing  in  like 
delirium,  in  which  these  sensations  often  manner  the  skulls  of  the  lower  animals  witii 
recur  with  extraordinary  vividness,  afford  their  peculiar  powers  and  dispositions.  Both 
much  support  to  this  doctrine.  Some  of  these  branches  of  inquiry  have  been  taken 
the  instances  upon  record  are  remarkable,  as  up  by  numerous  observers ;  and  a  large 
proving  that  the  sensations  may  be  thas  amount  of  evidence  has  been  adduced  by 
remembered,  without  any  perceptions  being  them  in  support  of  Gall's  views,  which  ap- 
attached  to  them;  these  sensations  having  pears  in  itselfplausible,  and  which  is  regarded 
been  of  such  a  nature,  as  not  to  excite  any  by  many  physiologists  of  much  intelligence 
notion  or  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  individual,  as  quite  decisive.  Neverthdess  I  do  not 
Of  the  nature  of  the  change  by  which  sensa-  think  that  the  system  is  widely  recdved 
tions  are  thus  registered,  it  is  in  vain  to  amongst  those  whose  peculiar  attention  to 
speculate ;  and  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  the  nervous 
we  shall  ever  become  acquainted  with  it.  system  give  them  the  highest  authority  on 
ThiM  is  certain,  however,  —  that  disease  the  subject ;  and  much  additional  proof  ap- 
or  injury  of  the  brain  will  destroy  this  power,  pears  to  me  to  be  requisite,  before  it  can  take 
or  will  affect  it  in  various  remarkable  modes,  rank  as  substantially  true.  It  may  be  freely 
You  will  not  unfrequently  meet  with  cases  admitted  that  manldnd  is  in  the  habit  of 
in  which  the  brain  has  been  weakened  by  forming  an  impression  of  an  individual's 
attacks  of  epilepsy  or  apoplexy,  in  such  a  intelle(iual  capacity  by  the  height  and  ex- 
manner  as  to  prevent  the  reception  of  any  pension  of  his  forehead ;  and  that  a  low 
new  impressions  ;  so  that  the  patient  does  forehead  and  crown,  with  great  development 
not  remember  any  thing  that  passes  from  of  the  ocdpital  portion  of  the  brain,  gene- 
day  to  day,  whilst  the  impressions  of  events  rally  accompanies  >a  character  in  which  the 
which  happened  before  4be  commencement  influence  of  the  animal  passions  is  predomi- 
of  his  mtdady  recur  with  greater  vividness  nant ;  and  oorrespondendes  even  more  de- 
than  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  the  memory  tailed  may  be  admitted,  without  the  inference 
of  the  long-since-past  is  sometimes  entirdy  being  then  condudve,  that  these  several 
destroyed ;  whilst  that  of  events  which  have  parts  are  the  distinct  organs  of  t)|e  fiMmlties 
been  subsequent  to  the  malady  is  but  little  of  whidi  we  judge  by  thdr  relative  size.  It 
weakened.  Thememory  of  particular  dassea  seems  to  me  to  be  in  regard  to  the  form  of 
of  ideas  is  frequently  destroyed ; — that  of  a  the  head,  very  much  as  in  respect  to  the  cha- 
oertdn  language,  or  some  branch  of  science,  racter  of  the  face, — that  we  may  draw  fit>m 
for  example.  Tlie  loss  of  the  memory  of  it  a  genend  idea  as  to  the  character  of  the 
words  is  another  very  curious  form  of  this  mind,  and  not  unfrequently  be  able  to  pre- 
disorder,  which  you  will  not  unfrequently  dicate  correctly  soma  minute  details;  and 
meet  with :  Uie  patient  understands  perfectly  yet  that  an  attempt  to  localise  the  organs 
wdl  what  is  said,  but  is  not  able  to  reply  in  more  minutely,  may  be  as  destitute  of  truth 
any  other  terms  than  yes  and  no, — not  from  as  were  the  details  of  the  system  of  Lavater. 
any  pardyais  of  the  muades  of  articulation,  It  appears  to  me,  also,  that  a  fundamental 
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doubt  hangs  over  every  determination  of  i^  n^t  only  absolutely  tmaller  than  that  of 
function,  which  results  from  a  comparison  the  Parroquet,  but  is  no  lai^r  m  proportion 
of  the  size  of  the  supposed  organ  or  region  to    the    antero-posterior   diameter.     Many 
in  different  cases.    If  it  be  true  that  the  grey  other  such  instances  mif^t  be  adduced ;  and 
matter  only  is  the  source  of  power,  and  that  these  I  think  would  collectively  show  the 
the  white  is  merely  a  conductor,  1  cannot  see  nncertamty,  to  say  the  least,  of  the  infe- 
thatwe  have  any  right  to  assume  that  the  renoes  by  manyregarded  as  firmly  esteblisbed. 
total  si2e  of  the  organ  affords  a  measure  of  The  evidence  of  pathology,  again,  tends  to 
its  power,  untU  it  has  been  shown  that  the  ghow,  that  particular  disorders  of  function 
thickness  of  the  cortical  substance  can  be  may  result  from  lesions  of  any  part  of  the 
judged  of  by  the  size  of  the  brain,  or  of  any  cerebral  hemispheres;  this  has  been  espc- 
part  of  it.     Certainly  there  is  a  considerable  ciaUy  noticed,  for  example,  in  regard  to  the 
variation  in  this  respect  among  different  in-  jogg  of  the  memory  of  words,  which  phreno- 
dividuals ;  and  it  is  yet  to  be  proved  that  the  jogigts  locate  in  the  organ  of  language ;  there, 
relation  is  constant  in  different  parte  of  the  of  course,  the  lesion  might  be  expected,  ou 
same  individual  brain.     Until  this  is  sub-  .their  system,  to  present  itself;  but  this  is  by 
atantiated,  all  inferences  drawn  from  cor-  ^q  means  constantly,  or  even  generally,  the 
respondenoe  between  the  prominence  of  a  c^ge.     Phrenologisto  lay  great  stress  on  the 
certain  part  of  the  brain,  and  the  intensity  of  effecte  of  local  injury  in  causing  loss  of  me- 
«  particular  function,  seem  to  me  invalid,  ^ory  of  a  particuUr  subject;  but  this  prin- 
Moreover,  there  is  unfortunately  a  consi-  ciple.  if  carried  to  its  full  extent,  would 
derable  uncerUinty  attending  all  phreno-  require  us  to  regard  each  organ  as  spUt  np 
logical  observations  which  are  made  upon  jnto  a  large  number  of  subdivisions,— the 
the  cnmium,  rather  than  upon  the  brain ;  organ  of  language,  for  example,  having  one 
this  you  have  seen  from  the  discrepancy  be-  gtore  house  for  Latin,  anotiier  for  Greek,  fitc. ; 
tween  the  statements    of  GaU,  and  facte  cither  of  which  may  be  destroyed,  without 
ascertained  regarding  the  comparative  weight  the  other  being  affected.     A  very  important 
of  the  cerebellum  in  castrated  and  entire  source  of  evidence  is  that  afforded  by  the 
horses.     It  appears  to  me,  too,  tiiat  com-  correspondence  between  the  several  kinds  of 
parative  anatomy  and  psychology  are  very  monomania,  and  the  forms  of  tiie  brains  of 
far  from  supporting  the  system,  when  their  the  persons  exhibiting  them ;  and  the  num- 
cvidenoe  U  fairly  weighed.     You  wUl  hear  a  ber  of  those  who,  having  studied  tiiis  ques- 
great  deal  said  by  phrenologiste  respecting  tion,  have  given  in  their  adhesion  to  the 
M.  Yimont's  examination  of  this  question,  phrenological  view,  is,  I  Uiink,  one  of  the 
and  of  the  affirmative  decision  to  which  he  most  weighty  evidences  of  ite  containing 
has  come ;  but  you  will  probably  not  leam  much  truth.     The  doubts  which  I  have  ex- 
from  tiiem,  tiiat  M.  Leuret,  from  at  least  pressed  on  the  subject  would  have  much  less 
equaUy  extensive  observations,  has  arrived  weight,  if  the  coincidence  of  phrenological 
«t  an  opposite  conclusion.     Of  these  two,  if  dctenmnations  of  character,  with  truth,  were 
authority  is  to  decide  tiie  matter,  I  should  more  constant.  The  fairest  teste  of  thew)  are 
certaiidy  give  the  preference  to  M.  Leuret,  to  be  found,  as  Dr.  HoUand  has  justly  re- 
«s  a  man  of  general  eminence,  and  one  who  marked,  "not  in  vague  and  ill-defined  moral 
had  a  reputation  to  lose;  whilst  M.  Vunont  propensities,  but  in  a  few  simple  and  well- 
was    previously   unknown,   and    has    only  marked  faculties,  such  as  those  of  numerical 
brought  himself  into  eminence  by  his  advo-  calculation,  languages,  or  music,  which  have 
eacy  of  phrenology.     It  is  a  very  curious  no  otters  in  actual  opposition  to  them,  and 
circumstance,  that  the  difference  between  Uie  the  degree  of  perfection  in  which  can  be 
antero-posterior  diameters  of  tiie  brains  of  clearly  defined."      We   hear    much    from 
man  and  those  of  the  lower  mammalia,  prin-  phrenologiste,  as  to  their  successful  appKca- 
dpaUy  manifeste  iteelf  in  tiie  posterior  lobes,  tion  of  tiiese  teste ;  but  we  do  not  heu-  of 
which  are  commonly  so  short  as  not  to  cover  the  mstanees  of  failure.   My  own  experience 
the  cerebellum.     As  an  instance  of  the  want  of  tiieir  determinations,  however,  has  cer- 
of  conformity  between  phrenological  prfnd-  tainly  led  me  to  the  belief,  tiiat  failure  is 
pies  and. facte,  I  may  direct  your  attention  neariy  as  frequent  as  success.     I  am  not 
to  tiie  relative  dimensions  of  the  brains  of  wishing  to  set  myself  up  as  an  opponent  to 
the  Falcon  and  tiie  Parroquet     From  the  phrenology;  but  I  perfectly  agree  witii  Dr. 
character  of  the  former,  you  would  have  no  Holland  in  thinking  tiiat  an  impartial  view 
hesitetion  m  saying,  timt  it  oi^ht  to  have  ©f  it  requires,  "  not  that  Uie  doctrine  should 
the  organ  of  Destructiveness  (tiie  aise  of  he  put   aside  altogetiier,  but    tiiat    great 
which  organ  may,  I  beheve,  be  generally  abatement  should  be  made  of  ite  pretensions 
estimated  pretty  nearly  by  the  transverse  as  a  system."     In  particular  I  think  that 
diameter  of  the  brain)  in  a  far  larger  degree  those  who  pursue  it  are  bound  to  make 
ttan  the  latter.    Nevertheless,  on  looking  at  tiiemselves  first  acquainted  with  what  can  be 
the  toble  already  given,  you  will  see  that  the  esteblisbed  as  tiie  general  functions  Of  the 
traasvene  diameter  of  tiie  bram  of  tiie  fUcon  brain,  before  descending  to  particulars. 
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CASE  OF  CiESAREAN  SECTION.  »-  l>««o  «t  ^har  middle,  I. 

21.  DictD    at    their   posterior   eztremi- 


Jambs  Wvitbbkad,  E«a.  22.  Betwixt   the   sirinoua    procenes    of 

Maarhertcr.  iachia,  2^. 

rr«u.f»M  frn-  «!*..•*-  -  ^-  ^™"  ***  ■«**  *^  *^  «acruiii   (or 

[CoiiHiidedfroBpa^Mi.^  „y^  ^^^  j,^  ,^^^  ^^  ^  j,^  ^^^^^^^ 

QFor  iAt  Lomdom  Medical  GmzeiU.']  which   is  ovified  to   the  sacniin)    to  the 

taberosity  of  the  isduam,  left  side,  2\. 

The  foUo»dii^  are  the  principal  mea-        24.  ^^^h^lt'th^  point  of   os 

surements  of  the  pelvis  in  its  dned  ,,,,^,^^  ^^  ^  tuberosity  of  ischium,  left 

s^te '—  ade,  IVV. 

Bjrtenui  drmemnoms.  J>ttto,  right  side,  1-^6^. 

1.  From  one  crista  iln  to  the  other  at  "^^  ^^^  or  large  bone  of  the  coccyx 
dseir  most  distant  points,  9|  inches.  was  joined  to  the  apex  of  the  sacrum 

2.  From  one  anterior  superior  spinous  by  osseous  union,  so  that  the  point  of 
process  to  the  other,  7^.  the  coccyx  only  was  moveable.     This 

3.  Between  the  anterior  inferior  spinous  circumstance,  together  with  the  very 
processes  of  opposite  sides,  4^.  considerable  advance  of  the  lower  part 

4.  Perpendicular  height  from  apex  to  base  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  near  approach 
of  OS  ncram,  1^^    ^  .  ^^  ^^^  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  to  each 

^*i' ,     ,!*  *P"  .  *T°°  ***       **^  ol^«^  reduced  the   outlet  to  a  very 

lif^  lumbar  ▼ertebra.  3.  gn,3,j  ^      rj.^^  j        ^^  ^^^.j^  that 

Anterior  depth  ^^^  .*°f  J^^o^tiie  could  be  formed  at  this  part,  the  sides 

symphisis  pnfns  to  a  level  with  thetnberosities  ^f  -^    -^   • •„  #u^^;ki,V«™*,.««.   ♦k^ 

of  the  iscfa^  35.  ^^  *'  impinging  forcibly   against  the 

7.  rSance  betwixt  the  os»i  pubis  at  the  sacro^adcli^ents,  which  are  at  all 

junction  of  their  rami  iiith  those  of  the  times  very  unyielding,  was  less  than  an 

ischia,  A-  *°^^  '°  diameter. 

8  Distance  betwixt  the  rami  pubis  half  an        ^^^'h  these  dimensions  few,  I  appre- 

mch  below  the  symphisis  where  the  urethra  hend,  could  conscientiously  recommend 

passes  out,  ^.  delivery  by  craniotomy  in  preference 

9.  Betwixt  the  inner  limbs  of  the  aceta-  to  the  means  that  were  adopted.    For, 

hula,  2^.  y  had  such  an  operation  been  practicable, 

Dimenrians  of  ike  mv^run-  aperture,  the  amount  of  suffering  to  the  patient 

ea^ip  mid  ^UL  ?""ng  Jts  performance  must  have  been 

,^*-.         L*'       J--*       -.*!.  infinitely  greater,  and  the  chances  of 

•i^;     f^'XT^L^'S!^  ^«  recoveryveryfer  less  insuch  a  subject; 

imddk  ^^^^  the  nght  side,  !*•  and  this,  too,intheouUets,  at  the  expense 

11.  SS»'JS^iSf'p^Seriortothi»-^  ofthe  life  of  a  healthy  chiLl.  It  would 
jj^  J ,                    *  be  useless  burthemng  this  paper  with  a 

'     f)itto left  side,  A.  number  of  quotations  as  to  the  rules 

12.  Greatest  antero  -  posterior  diame-  which  ought  to  guide  us  in  cases  of  ex- 
tCT^  1^.  treme  difficulty  :  on  this  subject  most 

13.  From  the  body  of  the  pubis,  left  side,  writers  agree  in  the  statement  made  by 
to  the  sacro-iUac  joint  on  the  right,  3-^.  Bums,  in  his  Principles  of  Midwifenr«- 

Ditto  on  the  op]:osite  side,  3^*  "  that  the  crotchet  cannot  be  used  wiien 

14.  From  symphisis  pubis  to  the  junction  the  child  is  of  the  full  size,  unless  we 
of  fourth  and  fifth  lumbar  vertebne,  2^.  have  a  passage  through  the  pelvis  mea- 

15.  From  the  body  of  one  os  pubis  to  that  guring  fully  an  inch  and  three-quarters 
of  the  other,  \.  in  the  short  diameter,  and  three  inches 

16.  From  the  Ime  of  this  last  (fifteenth)  j^  \^xig\h ;  or,  if  the  child  be  premature 
measurement  backwards  to  the  junction  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^.i^  ^„^  a  half  broad,  and 
betwixt  ^  fourth  and  fifth  lumbar  vcr.  ^^^  j^^j^^^  ^^  three-quarters    long. 

iT  B5;ixt  the  plane  surf««  of   the  ^^  ^'\}^  f^^    h^'^hT^.trlXn^^^^^ 

isehia  opposite  the  Ventre,  of  the  aceta-  ^1^^'^''''^^*^  ^'¥^,f  !^l'^S^^^^ 

bula  2X  as  dangerous  as  the  Cajsarean  operation; 

18.  Betwixt  the  outer  Umbs  of  the  foim-  and  we  always  ought  to  consider  well 
mime  ovalia,  \^.  before  we  give  the  preference  to  muU- 

Distance  betwixt  their  mncr  Umbs,  ^.  lation  m  such  cases.*     But  I  do  not 

19.  Betwixt  the  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  believe  it  would  have  been  |x>8Sible, 
at  their  anterior  extremities,  ^.  had  the  short  diameter  been  fully  an 
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inch  and  a  half,  or  even  an  inch  and  sions,  might  foil,  ];>erhaps,  an  expe- 
three-quarters,  the  other  measurements  rienced  practitioner  in  the  more  simple 
beine  as  they  were,  to  have  delivered  operation  of  turning,  or  even  in  the 
by  the  crotchet  in  this  case ;  for  the  extraction  of  an  adherent  placenta, 
external  opening  was  so  small  that  it  It  was  thoug^ht  b^  some  who  ex- 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  a  man's  amined  the  pelvis  before  the  operation, 
hand  of  the  smdlest  dimensions  could  that  its  dimensions  were  not  less  in 
be  at  all  introduced.  By  steadily  per-  1840  than  they  were  in  1834,  when 
severing,  however,  for  some  time,  part  delivery  was  effected  by  embryulcia, 
of  the  hand  might  be  got  within  the  and  that  the  disease  of  the  bones  miut 
pelvis,  but  the  attempt  always  produced  have  been  arrested.  As  to  the  state  of 
the  most  acute  suffering,  and  manipu-  the  patient  in  these  respects,  no  one 
lation  was  utterly  impossible,  as  there  who  had  noted  the  symptoms  and  ap- 
was  scarcely  room  for  the  movement  pearances  accurately  could  remain  in 
of  a  finger,  and  none  for  the  passage  of  doubt  From  haying  so  freanently  ex- 
an  instrument  with  which  to  operate,  amined  the  pelvis  myself  aiuinff  the 
The  antero-posterior  diameter  of  the  preceding  three  years  and  a  half^  I  felt 
upper  aperture  (one  inch  and  three-  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  de- 
tenths  in  the  skeleton),  would  only  formity  had  gone  on  increasing  during 
admit  two  finders  placed  together,  each  pregnancy,  and  especially  during 
being  consider^ly  narrowed  by  the  the  latter  period  of  the  last.  The  con- 
soft  parts,  especially  the  bladder,  the  traction  had  increased  considerably  at 
neck  of  which  descended  exactly  at  this  the  upper  aperture,  but  much  more  in 
part.  The  space  posterior  to  this  was  the  cavity  betwixt  the  planes  of  the 
very  much  encroached  upon  by  the  ischia,  and  at  the  outlet.  That  the 
psofe  and  iliac  muscles,  and  the  other  disease  had  progressed  also  during  tlie 
organs  situated  in  this  re^on.  Thus,  same  period,  the  state  of  the  system 
by  the  addition  of  the  soft  parts,  the  and  the  effect  produced  on  the  bones 
dimensions  of  the  upper  aperture  must  sufficiently  attest.  All  the  symptoms 
have  been  considerabiy  less  than  those  of  which  she  complained  were  as 
of  the  skeleton  as  given  in  the  above  decided,  and  at  times  as  severe,  as 
table:  what  the  exact  difference  was  those  manifested  when  the  disease 
cannot  now  be  known ;  but  I  feel  no  commenced.  Her  hnbit  of  body  was 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  could  cachectic  to  the  last  degree.  The  corn- 
have  been  but  little  more  than  one  plexion  was  sallow,  skin  thin  and  loose, 
inch  betwixt  the  pubis  and  last  lumbar  muscular  system  soft  and  extremely 
vertebra  at  their  most  distant  opposing  attenuated,  the  adipose  tissue  oom- 
points,  and  that  all  the  other  measure-  pletely  absorbed,  and  the  whole  body 
ments  in  an  antero-posterior  direction  reduced  to  an  extreme  degree  of  emacia- 
were  still  less.  The  great  depth  of  the  tion.  The  bowels  were  irregular  in 
pelvis,  too,  was  a  serious  inconvenience,  their  action,  being  sometimes  too  much 
and  also  the  contraction  existing,  not  confined,  sometimes  in  the  other  ex- 
only  at  the  upper  and  lower  apertures,  treme ;  and  now  and  then  considerable 
but  through  the  entire  extent  of  the  .  quantities  of  worms  were  voided.  The 
pelvic  cavity,  the  planes  of  the  ischia  perspirations  were  often  profuse,  and 
(see  measurement  Id  being  little  more  seldom  general,  being  at  one  time 
than  two  inches  apart,  and  the  distance  limited  to  the  head  and  neck,  or  to  the 
between  each  of  these  points  and  the  chest  and  abdomen,  and  sometimes  to 
lumbo-sacral  joint  considerably  less  one  side  of  the  body,  the  rest  of  the 
than  an  inch  and  a  half.  The  pen-  surface  remaining  comparatively  cool 
dulous  position  of  the  uterus  was  and  dry.  The  urine  was  large  in  quan- 
another  and  very  serious  obstacle  to  tity,andoccasionally  deposited  a  whitish 
manual  interference  by  the  natural  cretaceous  sediment.  The  pains  in  the 
passages.  The  abdomen  hung  forward  back  and  around  the  pelvis  had  become 
like  a  bag,  resting  on  the  upper  parts  greatly  aggravated  auring  the  latter 
of  the  thighs,  and  descending  to  some  three  or  four  months  of  the  last  preg- 
extent;  so  that  the  axis  of  the'  uterus  nancy,  and  her  powers  were  so  ieebTe 
took  a  direction  downwards  and  for-  as  to  disable  her  from  walking,  without 
wards;  a  position  which,  were  it  pos-  assistance,  across  her  bed-room.  While 
sible  to  exist  in  a  subject  where  the  utero-gestation  was  going  on,  the  sto- 
pclvis  had  the  ordinary  normal  dimen-  mach  always  became  particularly  irri- 
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table,  and  when  able  to  take  a  tolerably  the  system  of  the  latter  during  the 
good  meal  could  seldom  retain  it.  In  period  of  titero-gestation,  and  that  this 
addition  to  these  evidences,  the  state  of  is  effected  through  the  medium  of  the 
the  bones  may  be  cited  as  another  and  absorbent  vessels.  When  the  digestive 
perhaps  more  decided  proof  that  the  organs  perform  their  functions  well,  and 
disease  was  actively  progressing  at  the  the  diet  is  of  the  proper  kind,  the  lac- 
time  of  the  operation.  The  pelvis  is  teals  alone  undergo  any  considerable 
very  light  and  thin,  the  ossa  iua  being  alteration  in  their  action,  and  the  con- 
quite  transparent  at  the  middle  of  their  dition  of  the  mother  is  preserved  in  its 
alas,  where  they  are  perforated  with  vigour  from  the  be^inningof  the  period 
several  holes.  Had  the  disease  been  to  the  end.  But  when,  on  the  contrary, 
arrested,  the  bones  would  have  received  digestion  is  deranged,  and  the  appetite 
some  repair,  and  have  become  strength-  for  food  impaired,  or  when  the  food  is 
cned;  the  result,  probably,  of  some  deficient  in  quantity,  or  of  an  improper 
modification  in  the  absorlient  process,  quality,  the  body  having  been  previously 
and  improvement  in  that  of  nutrition,  reduced  by  want,  disease,  and  other 
In  short,  the  osseous  system  must  have  cinses,  not  only  the  lacteals,  but  the 
regained  its  natural  constituent  propor-  whole  absorbent  system,  is  br<Aight  into 
tions  to  have  enabled  it  to  sustain  the  undue  activity :  the  supplies  under  these 
weight  of  the  body  and  its  ordinary  circumstances  being  mainly  furnished 
movements  without  injury.  Two  pieces  by  the  system  at  large.  Extreme  ema- 
of  bone  were  taken,  one  from  the  crest  ciation  of  the  soft  parts  is  an  early 
of  the  ilium  on  the  left,  and  the  other  result  of  this  change,  and  softening  of 
from  the  thi?h-bone  on  the  right  side,  the  bones  supervenes,  owing  probaolj 
which  together  weighed  115  grains,  to  an  inordinate  abstraction  of  their 
These,  having  been  previously  well  earthy  ingredients  by  the  absorbents,  or 
dried,  were  repeatedly  macerated  dur-  to  a  suspension  or  derangement  of  the 
ing  several  weexs  in  strong  acetic  acid,  secreting  functions  by  wnich  the  ba- 
iintil  nothing  more  was  deposited  on  lance  in  their  constituent  principles  is 
evaporation.  The  earthy  material  ob-  naturally  maintained, 
tained  by  these  processes  weighed  45  I  think  it  hiehly  probable,  however, 
grains ;  this  remains  to  be  further  from  what  has  been  said  by  authors  on 
analysed.  From  this  result  it  appears  this  subject,  and  also  from  some  un- 
that  the  relative  proportions  of  the  published  facts  and  observations  with 
animal  and  earthy  constituents  of  the  which  I  am  favoured  by  an  eminent 
bones  in  this  case  are  nearly  reversed.  professional  friend,  and  which  I  hope 

In  this  extremely  reduced  condition  to  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 

the  human  body  is  but  ill  calculated  to  more  fully,  and  of  communicating  here- 

resist  the  invasion  ofdisease,  the  nature  after,   that  the  bones  in  malacosteon 

of  which  will  of  course  be  determined  are    not    deficient    in   earthy    matter 

by  idiopathic  predisposition,  or  by  the  merely,  but  that  the  whole   osseous 

peculiar  effect  of  any  exciting  cause  texture  undergoes  a  complete  change 

whichmaybe  more  immediately  Drought  in  its  animal  as  well  as  in  its  earthy 

into  operation  upon  it.     Is  it  not  pro-  structure  and  proportions, 
bable  that  the  new  action  in  the  func-        The  immediate  cause  of  softening  of 

tion  of  nutrition,  which  is  established  the  bones,  as  it  is  met  vrith  in  early 

during  pregnancy  for  the  peculiar  pur-  life  under  the  form  of  rickets,  has  been 

poses  ofgestation,  being  deprived  of  its  supposed  to  depend  upon  a  deficiency  of 

necessary  supplies,  which  we  suppose  the    phosphoric    acid   by  which   the 

are  received  through  the  same  channel  earthy  matter  of  bones  is  naturally 

which  furnishes  nutrition  for  the  ma-  held  in  a  fixed  state,  and  to  the  deve- 

temal  system,  should  have  a  tendency  lopment  of  a  free  acid  similar  to  the 

to  abstract  them  from  another  source,  oxalic.    This  is  said  to  be  generated 

and  thus  become  one  of  the  principal  during  digestion,  is   taken    into    the 

causes  of  malacosteon  as  it  occurs  during  circulation,  and  enters  into  combina- 

this  period  ?  tion  with  the  lime  of  the  bones,  which 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  as  is    carried    off    chiefly    through    the 

the  fcstus  in  utero  is  wholly  dependent  urinary  organs.    This  opinion  would 

jnpon  the  mother  for  whatever  is  ne-  appear  to  be  borne  out  by  the  fact,  that 

cessary  to  its  sustentation  and  growth,  most  of  the  secretions,  and  especially 

an  additional  demand  is  made  upon  the  urine,  in  those  affected  with  rickets, 
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is  found  to  contain  oxalate  of  lime,  impure  atmosphere,  &c.    I  shall  re- 
sometimes  acetate  of  lime,  and  a  por-  mark  on  one  of  these  topics  only  at 
tion  of  phosphoric  acid  uncombined.  present,  and  that  as  briefly  as  may  be. 
This  theory,  which  was  first  broached  as  I  intend  to  dwell  upon  each  of  them 
by  M.  Bonhommc,  is  ingenious,  and  more  at  length  hereafter, 
may  be  correct  so  far  as  regards  the        Few  diseases  are  more  insidious  in 
disease  in  early  life,  although  I  have  their  incipient  stages  than  malacosteon^ 
doubts  about  it :  the  same  causes  cannot  and  the  fact  of  its  occurring  principally 
be  assigned  for    it,   however,  in  the  amonesc  the  lowest  orders  of  society 
adult.    Dr.  Hall,  in  the  Appendix  to  excluaes  it  from  that  attention  which  it 
his  translation  of  Baudeloque's    me-  would  elicit  in    those    whose    means 
moirs   on    the    Csesarean    operation,  enable  them  to  take  advantage  of  what- 
remarks  that ''  we  have  no  good  reason  ever  the  best  skill  can  avail  them,  and 
to  believe  that  the  oxalic  or  the  acetous  in  whom  the  slightest  deviation  from 
acid  ever  prevails  in  the  fluids  of  pa-  a  healthv  condition  would  immediately 
tients  aflSicted  with  malacosteon  aaul'  excite  alarm.     It  is  true  our  public 
torum,  much  less  that  an  acid  of  this  hospitals  are  numerous  and  well  con* 
kind  acts  upon  their  bones,  dissolving  ducted,  and  the  facilities  of  obtaining 
the  lime  which  enters  into  their  com-  admission,  as  out-patients  at  least,  suf- 
position,  and  rendering  them  softer  and  ficiently  great ;    but  the    number  of 
yielding.     It  has  never  been  shewn  by  applicants  for  relief  is  so  considerable 
experiment,  I  believe,  that  the  blood  as  to  render  it  next  to  impossible  that 
contains  either  these  or  any  other  acid  a  strict  and  satisfactory  investigation 
uncombined."    Tn  early  life,  when  the  can  be  made  in  every  case.    Moreover, 
secreting  functions  are  active  in  pro-  the  symptoms  of  malacosteon  arc  so 
portion  to  the  demand  of  the  body  for  similar  to  those  of  another  complaint 
those  materials  necessary  for  its  in-  of  very  common  occurrence,  and  of 
crease,  it  is  possible  that  the  fluids  may  comparatively  slight  importance,  name- 
become  reaaily  changed  in  the  manner  ly,  chronic  rheumatism,  that  the  one 
above  indicated ;  but  in  after  life,  when  may  be  confounded  with  the  other  by 
the   solids    have    attained    their   full  the  most  experienced  practitioner.   On 
growth  and  consistency,  and  the  se-  this  account  it  is  that  malacosteon  has 
creting  function  is  in  a  measure  sus-  so  frequently  been  overlooked  in  its 
pended,  or  much  less  active  at  least  commencement — at  the  period  when 
than  formerly,  it  is  not  so  likely  that  medical  treatment  might,  have  proved 
an  acid  state  of  the  fluids  ever  exists  to  of  most  essentitil  service  in  averting  the 
any  important  amount,  or  if  it  should,  disease ;  and,  thus,  in  preserving  the 
that  it  ever  exerts  any  considerable  body  from  deformities  which  are  not 
"effect  upon  the  osseous  textures.    "In  only  inconvenient  and  unsightly,  but 
some  very  bad  cases,  however,  (remarks  on  account  of  which  the  sufferers  are 
the  author  above  quoted),  it  is  probable  often  excluded  from  sharing  in  many 
that  the  secretion  of   ossifying  sub-  of  the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  sociid 
stances  may  be  lessened,  and  tne  ab-  life,  which  under  otncr  circumstances 
sorption  of  them  increased  at  the  same  they  might  long  have  enjoyed.   When- 
time  :  and,  as  has  been  intimated  above,  ever  rheumatic  pains  of  a  kind  similar 
even  the  cartilaginous  or  membranous  to  those  which  have  been  alluded  to, 
base  of  the  bones  has  been  sometimes  are  complained  of,  especially  during 
removed.    Perhaps  in  some  cases  of  the  period  of  pregnancy,  the  circum- 
malacosteon,  the  lime,  entering  into  the  stance  ought  always  to  excite  alarm, 
composition  of  the  bones,  unaergoes  a  and  the  case  should  never  be  passed 
decomposition."  over  without  undergoing  the  strictest 
The  predisposing  causes  of  malacos-  invcsti^tion.    But  in  hospital  practice, 
teon  consist  in  whatever  has  a  tendency  should  it  even  be  ascertained  that  dis- 
to  undermine  the  general  health  by  ease  of  the  bones  is  commencing,  or 
impairing  the  assimilative  and  nutritive  does  already  exist,  it  is  out  of  the  power 
functions,  and  disturbing  the  balance  of  the  physician  or  surgeon  to  furnish 
in  the  action  of  the  absorbents :  such  the  patient  with  what  he  would  almost 
are  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  food,  invariably  prescribe :  the  disease  being 
or  taking  such  as  is  faulty  in  quality ;  very  frequently  induced,  in  the  poorer 
want  of  proper  air  and  exercise ;  pecu-  people,  by  a  deficiency  of  the  ordinary 
lianty  of  occupation ;  exposure  to  an  necessaries  of  life.    The  husband  of 
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Mary  Anne  Jones  was  b?  occupation  a  be  wholesome  the  diet  ought  to  be  con- 

spinner,  his  earnings  aboot  twelve  or  stanUr  varied*.     The  long-continued 

fifteen    shilling  per  week ;  but  owing  ose  of  any  article,  whatever  proportion 

probably  to  his  being  almost  devoid,  of  nutritive  nuitter  it  may  contain,  will, 

naturally    perhaps,    of    the    ordinary  after  a  certain  dme,  if  unmixed  with 

bodily  power  and  mental  energy,  he  others,  cease  to  afford  that  sustenance 

was  often  without  employment.     His  which  was  at  first  derived  from  itf. 

wife  was  weak  and  onnealthy,  and,  I  The  blood  would  appear  to  become  sur- 

fear,  naturallv  an  mitlirifty  person,  con-  charged  with  one  principle,  the  solids 

tributine  nothing  to  his  income ;  and  lose  their  constituent  proportions,  ab- 

his  family  consisted  of  three  dai^hters,  sorption  and  nutrition  are  interrupted, 

too  yonng  to  earn  a  penny.     For  the  and  indigestion  and  its  consequent  evils 

fiisC;  four  or  five  years  after  their  mar-  are  the  result. 

nage  they  were  in  tolerably  comforu-        These  hints  are  thrown  out  for  the 

ble  circumstances  for  people  in  their  consideration  of  the  medical  reader  as 

rank  of  life,  but  afterw^ids  became  ex-  suggestions  merely,  and  not  as  facts 

tremel^  foor  and  destitute.    During  upon  which  we  may  place  unqualified 

the  perioa  of  each  pregnancy,  from  the  reliance t. 

first  to  the  last,  the  wife  experienced        With  r^:ard  to  the  treatment  that 

a  peculiar  longing  for  dry  oatmeal  and  was  adopt^  in  this  case,  little  requires 

butter-milk,  whicn,  as  they  were  easily  to  be  said  after  the  detail  that  has 
obtained,  she  usually  had  without  re- 
striction.   On  these  articles  she  almost      ♦  j,^„^  ^^^^  ,^^  ^y^^  ^^  ^^^  ,,„,. 

entirely   subsisted.     I  am  not  m  pos-  lam  cibi  genua  Aigere,  quo  populus  uutur.— 

session  of  sufiicient  data  to  enable  me  ^^^J*-  .  ^^^  «„*-*-.♦{«.  •«»«r<»««».  i^h»* 
^,■1          /•au             fji.  T  Some  Tery  mtereetinit  expenmenui  oeaiinr 

to  state  now   far  the  morbid  changes  «pon  thi«  subject  are  lecorded  by  M.  Msfrendie 

manifested   in   this    patient   could    be  in  h\%  Compendium  of  Physiolomr,  ftom  which  I 

nftnluifpd    to   anv    snecific  effect  nro-  »!»*"  taketheUbertyof  makiniart  fewext«cU. 
attriDUcea   lo   any   specmc  eneci  pro-       „^  j       eating  at  discretion  pore  wheaten 

duced  by  the  oatmeal ;  I  am  inclined  bread,  dnnking  at  pleasure  common  water»  does 

to  think,  however,  that  this  article  ex-  not  Hve  above  fifty  days:   he  eyires  jftthat 

"  '       V       '*a ^  ^     xu«  «^i:^-  period  with  all  the  known  marks  of  final  decay." 

erts  a  peculiar  influence  on  the  solids  *^.»  ^  ^y^n  or  guinea  nig,  fed  upon  one  ainrle 

when  long  and  extensively  used :  but  substance,  as  wheat,  oats,  barley,  carrots,  diea 

lirtti7     ftnif  in   what  Hpotpp    T   am  not  ^^^  »'!  the  appearances  of  inanition,  ordinarily 

How,  ana  to   wnat  aegree,  l  am  not  ^^^^  ^^^  istfi^y,  and  sometimes  a  good  deal 

prepared  to  say.     oeveral   causes  con-  sooner    Fed  with  the  same  substances,  simul* 

tributed,  no  doubt,  to  the  production  of  taneously  or  succcMively.  ft  short  inter>als, 

«^4V««;««.   r^f  «v.a   Krv^o^i   fn    fKie  /.tioA  thtsc  snimals  both  Hve  snd  thrlve." 
softening  of  the  bones  in   this  case,       «Anass,towhichlhad  oidered  to  be  given 

amongst  which,  a  meagre  diet,  and  that  dry  rice,  and  afterwards  rice  boiled  in  water, 

consisting  chiefly  of  oatmeal,  formed,  ^^JlfJ,^*/?^'*****  ^^*  ^"^^^'  °"*^  ~'^*'''^ 
in   my  opinion,   the   principal.      The       «  some  dogs  fed  exclusively  upon  cheese,  and 

same  evils  might  possibly  have  resulted  others  upon  hard  eggs,  lived  a  long  time,  but 

from  the  exclusive  or  ekcessive  use  of  «2jl,  STttSSpSE^^n^MSSk  Ti^i^l 

any  other  kind  of  food  in  itself  equally  feet  nutrition."  ^         ^.  ^ 

innutritious      The  reader  is  not   to  j;SiU';!:.%a^SrViu»i'n.«'i^.l 

understand   bv  these  remarks    that  i  ^y^  during  a  certain  time  upon  a  substance 

resrard  oatmeal  as  an  improper  or  un-  which,  taken  alone,  cannot  nourish  It,  wheaten 

h^lthv  fnnd.  on  the  contrarv    when  bread,  for  instance,  during  forty  davs,  it  will  be 

neaitn^  looa ,  on  me  conirary,  wnen  .^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  change  the  diet,  and 

taken  in  suitable  quantity  and  properly  return  to  ita  ordinary  regimen.    The  animal 

ronkpd  it  forms  a  verv  useful  article  of  ^^^^  devour  with  avidity  the  new  meats  presented 
cooxea,  "/orms  a  ver>  ubciui  arucxc  oi  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  continue  to  decay,  and  ita  death 

diet,  especially  for  children  and  working  ^ju  Nevertheless  arrive  at  the  period  at  which  It 

people.     One-halfofthe  diet  of  farmers'  would  have  happened,  if  the  creature  had  con- 

Borvanle    nnrl   of  most  countrv  Deonle  tinned  its  exclusive  regimen  without  Inlerrup- 

servants,  an(i  oi  mosi  country  peooie,  no^.^^-Compendium  ofPh^Holopy,  4th  edition, 

m  some  distncts,  consists  of  oatmeal  m  translated  by  Dr.  MlUlgan. 
some  form :  and  no  class  of  people  look       %  The  resulta  of  some  experiments  In  which  I 

1-  a.^  •  !•*     w.J;.^  i«»»uv..*  am  at  present  engaged  have  suggested  what  hss 

better,  or  are  m  reahty  more  healthy.  J^  p^^  ,„  tlHT  textj  but  as  these  are  yet 

But  these  farinaceous  meals  are  alter-  incomplete,  and  would  be  too  long  to  Introduce  In 

nnfpri   onrp  r  dav  at  Ipnat  with  one  of  **>'■  P^pe^  *  •J»»Ji  reserve  them  for  an  »rtlne 

natea,  once  a  oay  ai  leasi,  wun  one  oi  ^,,j^JYJ^  preparing  for  publication  In  a  dlffe- 

a  more  substantial  kind,  in  which  a  rent  form,    in  this  1  intend  to  dwell  at  greater 
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already  been  eiven.  In  a  subject  so  which  was  found  to  answer  the  purpose 
ill  calculated  by  nature,  and  by  pre-  in  ever^  respect,  and  which  was  adopted 
vious  bad  health,  for  withstanding  the  at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Robinson  on  the 
shock  of  a  capital  operation,  and  pos-  ninth  day  after  the  operation,  was  one 
sessing  in  so  small  a  degree  the  neces-  composed  of  the  EmpLLabdaniCo.  and 
sary  reparative  power,  the  most  unfa-  Empl.  Saponis,  in  equal  proportions, 
vourable  results  only  could  be  antici-  spread  on  strong  canvas.  It  I  neither 
pated.  Her  diet  was  very  carefully  irritates  the  skin  nor  becomes  softened 
regulated,  and  was  ofthe  most  nutritious  by  the  warmth  and  moisture  of  the 
kind;  every  article  of  food  which  she  surface.  Nor  is  either  the  circular  or  the 
took  during  the  whole  period  being  tailed  bandage  admissible.  Thebandage 
supplied  from  the  author's  own  table,  preferable  to  all  others  is  the  labouring 
The  administration  of  opium  in  seda-  man's  belt.  It  is  firm  and  unyieldinc; ; 
tive  doses,  after  the  plan  lately  pursued  and  on  account  of  its  fastening  by 
in  cases  of  extensive  wounds  of  the  means  of  straps  and  buckles  in  firont  of 
large  cavities,  and  first  recommended,  the  body,  is  conveniently  loosened  and 
I  believe,  by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  was  of  reapplied  without  disturbing  the  pa- 
great  service.   It  seemed  to  tranquillize  tient. 

Uie  system,  and  to  preserve  it  from  that  Whether  this  case  wiil  be  ranked  by 
excitement  and  febrile  irritation,  of  the  profession  generally  among  the 
which  an  enfeebled  constitution  is  pe-  successful  ones,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
culiarl^  susceptible,  and  which,  in  all  It  was  certainly  so  far  favourable  that, 
probability,  would  have  proved  fatal  at  should  a  similar  one  come  under  my 
an  early  period,  had  it  prevailed,  in  care  a^^n,  with  even  considerably 
this  case.  I  think  it  advisable  to  pro-  larger  dimensions  in  the  pelvic  cavity 
mote  the  healing  of  as  much  of  the  than  existed  in  this,  I  should  prefer 
upper  part  of  the  wound,  at  an  early  the  Cesarean  operation  far  before  that 
period,  as  can  possibly  be  effected :  the  of  mutilation  and  extraction  of  the 
lower  fourth  of  it  may  be  left  open  for  child  piecemeal  There  is  no  doubt 
some  days,  to  allow  free  exit  to  the  that  the  hip-joint  disease  was  the  im- 
secretions  from  the  wound  in  the  uterus,  mediate  cause  of  dissolution ;  but,  as 
and  to  any  accumulation  that  may  take  this  was  a  mere  casual  occurrence,  not 
place  in  the  interior,  although  this  depending  directly  either  upon  die 
occurrence,  I  think,  is  far  less  ukely  to  operation  or  its  treatment,  but  upon 
be  the  case  than  was  formerly  supposed  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  disorder 
by  the  early  authors  on  this  subject  under  which  she  laboured,  and  of  the 
Adhesion  between  the  parietal  and  vis-  causes  of  which  enough  has  already 
ceral  peritoneal  surfaces  took  place  been  said,  no  importance  can  be  as- 
early — indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  the  first  signed  to  it  as  an  objection  to  the  ope- 
effort  of  nature — ^and  thus  the  general  tion.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  Cesarean 
peritoneal  cavity  was  completely  ex-  section,  as  a  means  of  delivery  in  cases 
eluded  from*  the  external  wound,  which  of  extreme  difficulty,  is  decidedly  pre- 
was  thus  reduced  to  one  comparatively  fcrable  to  that  of  embryulcia,  if  per- 
simple  in  its  character.  This  circum-  formed  in  proper  time ;  for,  by  this 
stance,  I  am  convinced,  from  what  I  latter  means,  the  child  must  first  of  all 
have  seen  in  other  instances^  is  the  be  destroyed,  and  extracted  by  a  very 
first  reparative  process  in  all  wounds  tedious  process,  piecemeal,  and  the 
of  this  important  cavity,  and  the  know-  mother  often  dies  from  exhaustion,  or 
ledge  of  this  fact  may  prove  of  consi-  from  inflammation  in  consequence ;  or, 
derable  importance  if  strictly  attended  if  she  recover,  it  is  generally  after  a 
to.  The  difliculty  of  keeping  the  long  and  tedious  period  of  illness,  and 
edges  of  the  wound  in  apposition  during  frequently  with  some  defect  consequent 
the  first  eig:ht  or  nine  days  was  owine  upon  the  operation,  which  is  an  an- 
to  a  defect  in  the  apparatus  employed,  noyance  to  her  through  the  remainder 
The  common  adhesive  plaster  spread  of  her  life. 

upon  canvas,  which  was  first  used,  is  In  conclusion,  it  only  remains   to 

altogether  unsuited  to    cases  of   this  obsc  rve,  that  the  objections  commonly 

kind :  it  soon  becomes  softened,  from  raised  in  this  country  against  the  more 

the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  parts,  and  ceneral  adoption  of  tne  operation  have 

slips  from  its  attachments.  The  plaster  been  founded  on  the  want  of  success 
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which  has  attended  it  in  the  majority  opportunity  of  tendering  my  thanks  to 

of  instances  where  it  has  been  per-  my  esteemed  friends   Dr.  Robinson, 

formed.    For  this  failure,  however,  very  Mr.  Fawdington,  Mr.  Roberton,  and 

adequate  reasons  can  be  assigned.   The  Mr.  Wilson,  for  their  kind  and  valuable 

operation  has  been  undertaken  only  assistance  on  this  anxious  occasion, 

after  the   patient  has  been  in  active  Oxford  street,  Mancbetter, 

labour  during  several  days.  Her  powers  /  Aai:.  as,  i84i. 

have  thus  been  allowed  to  become  ex-    ■ _ 

hausted,  and  the  soft  parts  so  injured 

by  pressure  as  to  render  it  extremely  TREATMENT  OF  BURNS. 

doubtful  if  recovery  would  have  sue-  

ceeded,    had    delivery    been    effected  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaseiie. 

under  these  circumstances,  without  any  « 

operation  at  all.     On  the   continent  ^'"» 

it  has  been  attended  with  the  most  fa-  Considebino  the  vast  number  of  acci- 
vourable  results,  having  been  success-  dents  which  daily  occur  by  burning, 
fully  repeated  even  a  third  time  on  the  ''  ™ay  not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to 
same  patient  This  is  undoubtedly  the  profession  to  have  their  attention 
owing  to  the  operation  having  been  directed  to  an  application  which  I  have 
performed  at  an  early  period,  soon  after  heen  in  the  habit  of  using  in  such 
the  commencement  of  labour,  and  cases  for  some  time  past,  with  very  de- 
while  the  patient  retained  her  full  vi-  cided  advantage.  The  plan  of  treat- 
^our,  and  the  soft  parts  remained  un-  Dient  which  I  adopt,  ana  here  allude 
injured.  Dr.  Hoebeke  has  performed  tOf  's  nothing  novel,  and  may,  perhaps, 
the  operation  sixteen  times,  in  eleven  he  employed  by  many,  if  not  known 
of  which  the  patients  have  perfectly  to  most  It  is,  therefore,  solely  with 
recovered.  This  amount  of  success  the  view  of  detailing  what  appears  to 
fully  equals  that  which  has  usually  ine  a  most  valuable  form  or  applica- 
attended  any  of  the  more  important  tion,  in^  cases  of  burning,  as  well  as 
capital  operations — such  as  lithotomy  of  inviting  its  more  general  use  (see- 
and  amputation.  ing  that,  in  this  neighbourhood  at  any 

It  may  be  as  well  to  remark,  that  the  "^te,  it  is  not   ^nerally  employed), 

much  dreaded  danger  from  inflamma-  that  I  now  trouble  you  with   these 

tion  of  the  peritoneum  was  not  at  all  remarks.     The  more  common  of  the 

apparent  in  this  instance ;  and  consi-  applications  ^nerally  employed   ap- 

dering  the    favourable  progress  that  Pf  ^^  to  me  liable  to  many  objections! 

was  made  during  the  first  three  or  four  ^he  common  sweet  or  train  oil  is  a 

weeks,  little  doubt  exists  in  my  mind  remedy  freouently  resorted  to,  in  the 

that,  had  not  a  complication  of  so  se-  huny  and  bustle  of  the  moment  at- 

rious    a   nature   as   inflammation    of  tending  these  accidents,  by  friends  or 

the  most  important  joint  of  the  body  neighbours  of  the  patient,  who  may 

prevailed,  the  case  would  have  arrived  happen  to   be  present    at  the  time, 

at  a  favourable  termination.    Indeed,  This    application,  too,  is   not  unfre- 

looking  at  the  whole  of  the  circum-  qaently  sanctioned  by  the  practitioner, 

stances,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  sue-  Granting  the  occasional  uUimate  bene- 

cessful  issue  of  Mr.  Knowles's  case,  of  fit  of  this  application,  and  waving  its 

Birmingham,  in  both  which  an  early  filthy  nature,  the  strong  objection  to 

period  was  chosen  for  the  procedure,  its  use  is    this  —  that  it  seldom  or 

uefore  serious  injury  of  the  soft  parts,  never  afifords  instant  relief  to  the  suf- 

or  exhaustion  had  come  on,  I  snould  fering  patient.     The  same,  I  think, 

entertain  a  very  confident  hope  that  holds  true  in  respect  of  the  linimen- 

the  Ccesarean  section  will  hereafter  be  tum  aqus  calcis,  or  Carron  oil,  so  very 

adopted  as    a   substitute,  in  extreme  frequently  employed.     The   common 

cases,  for  the  not  less  dangerous,  and  taw  cotton,  or  wadding,  has,  6f  late 

far  less  humane  or  satisfactory  one  of  years,    and   perhaps    deservedly  too, 

embryulcia.  ueld  especial  favour  as  a  local  applica- 

The  child,  who  was  christened  Cfe-  tion.    It  must,  however,  be  admitted, 

sarina,  lived  nearlv  eight  months :  she  that  the  patient  derives  no  immediate 

died  from  an  attack  offever,  succeeded  relief  to  nis  sufferings  upon  its    first 

by  marasmus.  application ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  not 

I  am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  this  unfrequently  complains  of  augmented 

720.— xxviii.  ^  R 
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pain  for  some  time  afterwards.    This  by  the  result  of  iheiT  own  experienoe, 

may  very  easily  be  accounted  for,  both  the  truth  of  the  preceding  statements, 

by  its  acting  as  an  irritating  body,  by  I  remain,  sir, 

its  direct  contact  with  the  red  or  raw  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

surface,  as  well  as  by  increasing  for  a  Thos.  Williamson,  M.D.  Edin. 

time  the  temperature  of  the  part   to  One  of  the  Phyridma  totbe  Uith  Diapamry, 

which  it  may  fee  applied.      Besides,  it  SS^^jgySj,  Sg.^&2™""  SocS^Tc.. 

in  a  few  dajrs  becomes  saturated  with  j^^  g^  .  .  ^^^ 

discharge  from  the  secreting  surface,  *          '        

and  consequently  not  only  proves  an- 
noying to  the  patient,  but  also  a  means  M.  LAFONTAINE'S  EXHIBITIONS. 

of  Keeping  up  aischarge  in  more  trivial  

cases.    These  objections  are  in  a  great 

measure  fi;ot  rid  of  by  using  comnum  Ta  the  Editw  qf  the  Medicai  Gazette* 

soap,  which,  besides  its  great  value  as  Sir     • 

a  local  application,  commands  the  ad-  _  .,'  v  t.i>  :]  mi  « 
ditional  aSvantage  of  always  being  at  X?^'"^^?"^^  ''^}}^  ™f%«P^  ^*  ^ 
hand  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  m^e  *^^"V  ^^^he  same  time  bedomg  a  ser- 
in which  I  am  in  theliabit  of  employ-  ^f  ^  the  public  by  inserting  in  your 
ing  it  is  this  :-A  common  shavin|box  valuable  journal,  the  following  sW 
may  always  be  procured,  from  which  a  ^^^'^  f  ^^^  mesmenc  exhibmons  of 
gocil  lather  may,  in  the  course  of  a  M.  lAfontaine. 
minute  or  two,  be  easily  obtained.  This  -VV*^*r?}^  X^."??  u  ™^^'?" 
lather  is  then  gently  laid  over  the  burnt  ^^  ^^e^  ^nily  press  that  the  absm-ditiea 

surface  by  means  if  a  shaving  brush,  ^"^  ««  *?  "*!I?T  ^"l^Sf  ^S^"^' 

and  repeated  so  soon  as  the  first  coat  ^^  ^^  }}'^  immediate  neighbourhood, 

begins  tTdry.orthe  pain  return.    This  ^^^«  attracted  so  much  attention,  the 

practice  ought  to  be  repeated  occasion-  accomDanyuig  commumcation  was  for. 

iJly  during  the  first  dayT or  until  such  ^"^^^  to  the  editors  of  most  of  the 

timej  as  tlie  pain  is  relieved.      The  morning  journals  at  the  time  it  was 

benefit  accruing  to  the  patient  is  imme^  wntten,  but  by  all  was  its  insertoon 

diate,  and  the  result  of  the  practice  refused.    TrusUng  that  the  subject  had 

highly  satisfactory;  for  in  more  super*  ^}  with  the  fate  it  deserved,  I  had 

ficial  bums,  if  early  applied,  vesication  determined  on  allowing  it  to  rest ;  but 

is  prevented,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  J^f  !^"?^^  ^'    the   performances  of 

few  days,  desquamaHon  of  the  cuticle  P^ \,^"^^**^5  *°^  **'  Lafontaine  so 

follows,  without  leaving  a  raw  surface,  loudlycalls  for  exposure,  that  I  have 

Of  course,  this,  as  a  remedial  measure,  wrwai^ed  you  the  letter  which  I  for- 

is  most  applicable  to  superficial  bums  j  merly  addressed  to  the  daily  jiapers, 

but  even*  m  such  cases  as  involve  de-  ^^^^^^  ^  ni^ch  obliged  6y  its  in- 

stmction  of  the  more  deep  tissues,  it  is  V^^^\  ^n  an  early  number  of  your 

not  used  without  advantage,  in  so  far  Journal.--l  remain,  sir, 

as  the  personal  comfort  of  the  patient  Your  obedient  ser^n^ 

is  concerned.    In  such  cases,  after  the  James  J^lakb,  M.K.u.S). 

lapse  of  a  few  days,  the  enist  formed  by  ^»  Cork  str|rt.^Burlin^on  Garden*, 

the  soap  is  easily  removed,  so  as  toper-  »t?  •  » 

mit  the  employment  of  other  remedies.  From'  the  attention  I  had  given  to 

if  necessary.    I  am  not  prepared  to  say  the  subject  of  animal  magnetism,  when 

whether  the  benefit  and  instantaneous  it  was  formerly  before  the  public  in 

relief,  following  the  application  of  the  1838, 1  went  to  the  exhibition  of  M. 

lather,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  its  chemical  Lafontaine  on  Monday  last,  with  the 

composition,  or  simply  to  the  fact  of  its  expectation  of  meeting  with  a  lame 

affording  some  degree  of  protection  from  share  of  imposture,  set  off  by  aslignt 

atmo8t)heric  agency,  or  uoXh,    Were  it  admixture  of  truth :  nor  was  I  disap- 

necessary,  I  could  easily  adduce  many  pointed.     The  first  subject  produced 

cases  in  illustration  of  its  extreme  value  was  a  girl,  who  was  soon  sent  to  slera, 

as  a  local  application ;    but  as    this  and  who  in  this  state  was  said  to  be 

would  be  neecuessly  encroaching  upon  quite   insensible  to  pain.    This  was 

the  space  of  your  journal,  I  leave  it  to  tested   by  M.  Lafontaine    pretending 

tliose  of  the  profession  who  have  not  to  run  pins  into  the  hands :  from  the 

yet  tested  its  efiScacy,  to  substantiate,  violent  manner  in  which  this  appeared 
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to  be  done»  M.  Lafantame  apparently  were  being  inflicted  on  his'l^  and  I 

using  great  force  in  thrusting   them  can  assert  that  I  saw  no  such  instru* 

into  the  hand,  the  impression  produced  ment  used.    The  explanation  of  this 

on  the  audience  was,  that  the  pins  pe-  accusation  will  probably  be  found  in 

netrated  deeply  into  the  flesh ;  as,  how-  the  excuse  it  will  afford^  in  case  of  a 

ever,  no  blood  followed  the  wounds  repetition  of  these  shows,  for  not  allow- 

which  M.  Lafontaine  seemed  to  be  inr  ing  any  person  to  interfere  with  the 

flicting,  I  had  my  suspicions  that  he  tricks. 

was  not  so  confident  of  the  insensibility  Were  further  proofs  required  of  the 
of  his  patient  as  he  pretended  to  be.  imposition  practised  at  these  exhibi- 
On  examining* the  girrs  hand  after  she  tions,  they  are  furnished  by  the  follow- 
had  been  awoke,  these  suspicions  were  ingikcts,  which  took  place  in  connec- 
fuUy  confirmed,  as  not  the  slightest  tionwith  the  application  of  the  ammonia 
wound  was  to  be  found  on  the  hand,  to  the  nostrils.  From  the  manner  in 
Prompted  undoubtedly  by  an  excess  of  which  this  was  appUed,  I  saw  that  it 
kumanUy,  M.  Lafontaine  had  avoidea,  was 'only  used  as  another  means  for 
by  the  exercise  of  a  welUaeted  leger-  duping  the  audience;  for  the  bottle  was 
demain,  inflicting  the  shghtest  wound,  held  under  the  nostrils  only  for  a  few 
even  when  he  appeared  to  be  thrusting  seconds ;  and  it  is  a  well-linown  fact 
pins  into  the  flesh  with  considerable  that  a  person  can  hold  the  breath  for 
violence.  more  than  a  minute,  so  that  not  the 
I  aeain  witnessed  the  exercise  of  the  slightest  portion  of  ammonia  shsdl 
aame  legerdemain,  when  M.  Lafontaine  enter  the  nostrils.  Feeling  convinced 
pretended  to' be  thrusting  pins  into  that  this  test,  if  properly  applied,  would 
the  boy's  forehead ;  for,  on  this  occa-  furnish  a  strong  proof  of  me  absence 
sidn,  filthotigh '  the  greatest  violence  of  sensation,  I  requested  M.  Lafontaine 
appeared  to  be  used,  not  even  the  cu-  to  allow  me  to  apply  it  myself.  This 
tide  was  penetrated:- as  I  was  standing  was  apparently  assented  to  with  the 
by  the  side  of  the  boy  at  the  time,  I  greatest  readiness,  and  the  boy  was 
was  perfectly  enabled  tb  see  the  trick,  sent  to  sleep ;  but,  unfortunately,  at 
There  can  be  no  donbt^  however,  that  the  very  mpment  I  was  about  to  put 
the  pinfi  were  really  introduced  into  the  the  ammonia  under  the  nostrils,  some 
boy's  hands,  for  here  blood  followed,  oonvulsive  movements  occurred,  on 
as  it  must  do  on  every  occasion  whidh  M.  Lafontaine  declared  that  it 
where  pins  are  violently  thrust  into  waa  necessary  that  the  bov  should  be 
the  flesh.  The  pain  caused  by  the  immediately  awakened.  Irustinff  that 
wounds  was  certainly  borne  most  stoi-  the  occurt^ence  of  these  conviusions 
cally,  as  were  also  the  punctured  was  mierely  incidental,  I  again  re- 
made in  the  fleshy  part  of  the  thigh,  quested  M.  Lsfontainef  to  send  the  boy 
a  species  of  infliction  to  which  the  to  sleep.  This  was  accordingly  done ; 
victim  had  not  been  accustomed :  but  but  at  the  moment  I  was  about  to  apply 
fiur  from  proving  thot  the  boy  was  in-  the  dreaded  ammonia  test,  the  convul- 
sensible,  the  large  drops  of  perspiration  sive  movements  again  came  on,  and 
that  appeared  on  his  forehead  plainly,  the  boy  was  obliged  to  be  awakened, 
convinced  me  tha£  he  was  sunering  Being  detenninea  to  persevere,  how- 
acutely.  The  faintnessof  the  boy,  on  ever,  I  had  him  sent  to  sleep  a  third 
M.  Lafontaine  pretending  to  recaU  him  time  {  but,  on  the  convulsive  farce 
to  a  fitate  of  sensibility,  served  to  con-  again  shewing  itself,  at  the  moment  I 
firm  my  opinion  as  to  his  suflerings )  was  about  to  appl^  the  ammonia  to  the 
and  the  immediate  discontinuance  of  nostrils,  I  relinquished  the  attempt  as 
the  performances,  evidently  proved  that  hopeless. 

the  Doy  had  had  enough  of  it:    The  It  would  be  an  insult  to  the  common 

explanation  ofiered  by  one  of  the  mes-  sense  of  your  readers,  to  ofier  any  com- 

meric  agents  of  the  Times,  thati  this'  ments  bn  the  above  fkcts,  proving,  as 

faintness  wa^  owing  to  the  loss  qf  a  they  do,  how  gross  Is  the  imposition 

tea-spoonful  of  blood,  is  quite  absurd;  that  is  attempted  to  be  practised  on 

and  the  assertion  of  a  lancet  having  the  public,,  by  the  professors  of  this 

been  thrust  into  the  upper  part  of  tlie  mysterious   science — a  science  which 

calf  of  the  leg,  I  believe  to  be  quite  promises  to  overthrow  the  present  foun- 

unfounded  ,*  for  I  was  standing  by  the  oation  of  all  knowledge — to  reconstruct 

boy  during  the  time  that  the  wounds  from  the  ruins  a  new  and  far  more 
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beautiful  temple  to  science ;  and  —  to  case  of  this  kind,  is  but  another  expres- 

abstract  five  shilling  from  the  pockets  sion  for   necessity,  has    divided  the 

o^^osewho  will  allow  themselves  to  common  science  of  medicine  into  many 

^  **^.  ,-.,  more  parts  than  these  two;  and  that 

AnffUSt 5, 1841«  .     ^ .  ^  •         I.- 

,s^^s;:^s====s=ss==ssss:^==sss  J^^*  *^  proportion  as  a  person  gives  lua 

attention,  not  merely  to  one  of  the 
MEDIC Ali   GAZillil  1  Jli.        main  divisions,  medicine,  surgery,  or 

Friday^  September  17,  1841,  midwifery,  but  to  one  of  the  numerous 

_.  subdivisions  of  either  of  the  three,  in 

'<  Licet  omnibof,  Ucet  etiam  mibi,  dignlUtem    just  the  same  proportion  is  his  chance 

mibUcom  lit,  dicendi  pcricutam  dob  recuw."      <>/  obtaining  renown  and  a  property. 

CicKRo.         And  although  we  should  rarely  be  m- 

*"*^^_  _  clined  to  take  the  voice  of  the  paUic  in 

ON  THE  STUDY  OF  SPECIAL  PARTS    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  expression  of  a 

OF  MEDICINE.  sound  judgment,  yet  in  these  cases  we 
In  speaking  a  short  time  since  on  the  cannot  reasonably  deny  that  public 
study  of  insanity,  we  urged  the  pro-  opinion  is  right,  and  that,  c€Bteris  pari- 
priety  of  adopting  some  plan  by  which  ^  the  more  a  man,  having  received  a 
all  who  are  likely  to  be  called  upon  to  g^od  education  in  the  generalities  of 
take  charge  of  many  insane  persons,  medicine,  gives  his  chief  or  sole 
might,  by  previous  education,  render  attention  to  one  department  of  it,  how- 
themselves  competent  for  immediately  ^y^  small,  the  more  is  the  confidence 
undertaking  the  task.  There  can  be  ^hich  he  in  that  department  deserves, 
no  doubt,  that  in  a  part  of  medical  j^  the  propounding  of  which  opinion 
science  which  is  so  necessarily  made  a  ^g  should  be  open  to  the  accusation  of 
subject  of  special  practice,  there  should  ottering  an  obvious  truism,  if  some- 
be  opportunities  for  special  study;  thing  very  like  the  contrary  were  not 
without  it  we  cannot  conceive  that  there  held  by  a  number  of  thinking  men  in 
can  be  either  security  for  patients,  or  a  q^  profession, 
prospect  of  the  advancement  of  the  gut,  if  ^^at  wc  hold  be  true,  are 
science.  But  it  is  of  much  interest,  in  there  any  specialities  in  medicine  which 
relation  to  the  best  modes  of  medical  Q^ght  to  be  particularly  studied  by  all  ? 
education  that  can  be  established,  to  The  question  is  one  only  of  expediency, 
determine  whether  special  courses  of  ^^  ^^t  to  be  answered  without  a  fair 
study  in  this  or  any  other  branch  of  allowance  bemg  made  for  the  time  and 
medical  science  should  be  required  expense  which  all,  or  the  average  of 
of  those  who  are  to  become,  in  the  students,  canbestow  on  their  education; 
widest  sense  of  the  term,  general  prac  ^^  ^^^  ^ue  attention  to  these,  we 
titioners;  thatiB,who,intheordmary  ^^^^^^t  long  hesitate  to  answer  the 
course  of  their  practice,  wiU  have  to  question  in  the  negative.  For,  in  the 
treat  either  medical  or  surgical  diseases  fi^gt  place,  if  that  which  is  obvious  be 
of  all  kinds.  granted,  namely,  that  aU  the  specialides 
It  may  be,  and  doubtless  is,  quite  true  ^f  medicine  cannot  be  studied,  it  would 
that  no  man  can  bea  good  surgeon  who  be  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  de- 
ls Ignorant  of  that  which  is  more  par-  termine  which  of  them  all  most  deserves 
ticularly  caUed  medicine  ;  or  a  good  attention.  Is  the  study  of  the  surgciy 
physician,who  does  not  know  any  thing  of  the  eye,  the  ear,  the  rectum,  or  the 
of  suigery ;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  urethra,  the  least  dispensable  P  We 
thenaluralcourseofthingswhich,ina  cannot  teU  of  our  own  knowledge. 
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though  we  have  some  special  acquaint-  best  possible !  And  thus  again  we  are 
ance  with  them  all :  and  still  less  are  forced  to  the  conclusion,  that  though  it 
we  able  to  balance  between  the  en-  would  be  very  admirable  if  all  could 
comia  of  their  respective  professors,  have  as  much  knowledge  of  every  de- 
each  vaunting  loudly  his  own  favourite,  partment  of  medicine,  as  the  best  in 
Or  is  the  medicine  of  the  chest,  or  the  each  now  have  of  their  own  severally, 
mind,  or  the  skin,  to  be  chosen  for  yet  the  public  advantage  would  not  be 
special  study  P  Still  we  cannot  tell,  so  great  as  to  warrant  the  risking  of 
though  we  have  the  like  knowledge,  any  present  manifestly  good  arrange- 
and  hear  the  same  praises  of  each,  mentfor  the  chance  of  obtaining  it;  in 
But  in  a  case  like  this,  however  unwise  other  words,  that  it  is  not  worth  while 
the  conclusion  may  be  in  others,  the  to  attempt  to  enforce  the  general  study 
difficulty  of  making  choice  can  be  of  any  or  of  all  these  specialities  of 
overcome  only  by  a  general  exclusion ;  medical  science, 
and  BO,  by  their  being  absolutely  im-  But  although,  looking  without  par- 
practicable,  our  negative  of  special  tiality  upon  them  all,  we  estimate  the 
studies  is  confirmed.  practical  advantages  of  each  of  these 
Again,  in  determining  on  the  pro-  special  studies  at  a  lower  rate  than  its 
priety  of  enjoining  the  special  study  of  professors  would,  yet  we  should  be  far 
certain  departments,  the  amount  of  the  from  thinking  the  general  enfcnrcement 
need  of  them  can  be  regarded  as  equiva-  of  their  study  unnecessary,  if  we  did 
lent  only  to  the  surplus  of  advantage  not  beleive  that  a  great  part  of  these  ad- 
which  patients  receive  from  one  who  vantages  were  already  constantly  at- 
has  so  studied  them,  above  that  which  tained  in  the  ordinary  course  of  medical 
they  receive  from  one  who  is  acquainted  education.  Of  the  whole  mass  of  me- 
with  them  only  through  his  knowledge  dical  students,  probably  not  one  half 
of  general  principles.  This  greater  ad-  content  themselves  with  that  amount 
vantage  is  doubtless,  in  every  case,  worth  of  education  which  is  imperatively  de- 
consideration,  and  in  some,  of  great  manded  to  fit  them  for  examination: 
moment;  but  in  the  large  majority  of  the  remainder  voluntarily  devote  a  year 
cases  it  is  not  much,  in  a  practical  view,  or  two  more,  subsequently  to  obtaining 
If  the  number  of  patients  injured  or  their  diplomas,  to  these  very  studies, 
lost,  whose  health  or  lives  would  have  Indeed  it  is  too  often  true  that  the  real 
been  saved  had  they  been  under  special  and  profitable  part  of  medical  study  is 
practitioners,  could  be  ascertained,  it  not  commenced  till  the  examinations- 
would  probably  be  very  small;  or  if  the  professed  tests  of  competency  for 
the  number  of  days  of  illness  endured  practice — are  passed;  for  then  it  is  that 
under  the  hands  of  a  universal,  or  of  many  students  first  begin  to  study  dili- 
a  special,  practitioner,  could  be  com-  gently  by  the  bed-side,  and  to  acquire 
pared,  the  real  difference  would,  we  both  the  general  and  the  special  prac- 
doubt  not,  seem  very  little,  and  in  no  tical  knowledge  of  their  profession.  It 
degree  commensurate  with  the  labour  is  at  this  time  also,  that  all  who  are  not 
which  the  latter  had  devoted  to  his  obliged  at  once  to  commence  practice, 
chief  object  So  little  is,  in  the  main  undertake  the  particular  study  of  that 
result,  the  power  of  medicine!  so  little  to  which  their  taste,  or  their  prospect 
the  di^rence  between  the  degrees  of  of  profit,  most  inclines  them;  and  when 
good  done  by  the  moderately  judicious  we  call  to  mind  the  great  number  of 
treatment,  and  by  that  which,  as  fiir  as  those  who  thus  occupy  themselves,  we 
our  knowledge  yet  goes,  is  deemed  the  feel  sure,  both  that  Uie  study  of  each 
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department  of  medicine  is  not  neglected,  mties;  and  ve  could  easily  cefer  to 
and  that  there  is  no  need  whatever  of  passages  in  other  works,  equally  niging 
making  it  compulsory.  For  the  general  the  teaching  of  ophthalmic  or  huibI 
standard  of  medical  education  must  be  surgery,  and  many  other  special  sub- 
no  higher  than  the  lowest  can  attain,  jects.  We  xegard  it,  however,  as  in  no 
compatibly  with  the  public  safety;  and  degree  a  matter  of  regret  that  these 
all  studies  beyond  those  which  are  things  art  not  taught  otherwise  than 
necessary  to  obtain  it  must  be  left  to  they  are  now,  or  than  they  might  be, 
the  conscience,  the  taste,  or  the  ambi-  without  interfering  with  the  general 
tion,  of  those  who  chodse  to  engage  in  medical  education.  Rather,  we  beMeve 
them.  that  already  too  many  subjects  are  re- 
There  is,  besides,  a  manifest  advan-  quired  to  be  studied ;  and  we  should 
tage  in  these  studies  being  postponed  deeply  regret  to  find  them  still  further 
to  a  late  period  of  medical  education ;  increased.  There  is,  probably,  nothing 
to  a  period,  indeed,  Ht  which  it  is  pre-  in  which  the  English  curricnlum  of 
sumed  that  the  student  is  generaUy  education  more  excels,  in  its  practical 
qualified  to  practise.  For  just  aa  a  advantages,  those  ofall  other  countries, 
knowledge  of  medicine  in  general  is  than  in  its  present  simplicity  $  for 
essential,  not  merely  t6  the  safe  prac-  although  we  think  it  even  now  too 
tice  of  any  branch. of  it,  but  much  more  complex  for  the  average  of  students,  it 
to  such  a  prosecution  as  may  lead  to  certainly,  in  comparison  with  others, 
the  improvement  of  that  branch,  so  is  stands  pre-eminent, 
a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  neces-  There  isbutone  advantage  attendant 
sary  to  a  profitable  study  of  the  minuter  upon  the  more  general  teaching  of  all 
parts  of  each  division  of  .the  whole  the  smaller  departments  of  medicine, 
science.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  sound,  whieh  is  customary  in  France  and  Ger- 
no  man  can  study  well  any  part  of  many ;  and  that  has  relation  more  to 
medicine  till  he  has  learnt  a  great  mea«  the  teachers  than  to  the  tanght.  Thia 
sure  of  the  whole.  A  knowledge  of  is,  that  it  serves  to  the  former  for  a 
general  principles  is  the  oAly  safe  guide  achool  of  lecturing ;  for,  on  this  plan, 
in  the  study  of  the  finer  details.  A  very  few  rise  to  be  lecturers  on  the 
good  oculist,  or  a  good  aurist,  ought  to  more  extended  and  important  subjects, 
be  something  more — not  much  less,  than  who  have  not  already  served  an  9^ 
a  good  surgeon ;  nor  are  any  but  sur-  prentic^bip  in  some  other  special 
geons  fit  to  be  students  of  these,  or  any  courses.  The  consequence  is,  that  with 
other  divisions  of  their  science.  the  additional  advantages  of  the  coii- 
We  should  not  have  thought  it  ne-  eovrs  (to  which,  for  this  purpose,  no- 
cessary  to  discuss  this  subject,  had  not  thing  but  praise  can  be  given),  it  is  aa 
our  attention  been  of  late  several  times  rare  to  hear  a  lecture  ill  delivered  in 
attracted  by  paragraphs  expressing  re-  France,  as  it  is  to  hear  one  well  de- 
gret  that  this  or  that  depar^ent  of  livered  in  England.  Whether  he  knows 
practice  should  not  be  generally  taught  any  thing  of  his  subject  or  not,  it 
in  our  schoob.  For  example,  =  in  the  matters  little  to  the  French  lecturer, 
work  by  Dr.  Jacobi,  already  noticed,  and  not  much  to  the  German ;  he  can 
Mr.  Tuke  says,  in  a  note,  that  it  is  always  talk  about  it  fluently,  and  with 
much  to  be  regretted  that  lectures  on  perfect  ease  and  vivacity,  or  solemnity 
insanity  are  not  regularly  dehvered  in  (as  the  need  of  the  question  discussed 
the  English  medical  schools,  as  they  may  demand),  for  his  full  hour ;  and  if 
are  at  Bonne,  and  other  German  univer-  he  do  not  instruct  his  audience,  he  does 
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not  put  thein  to  sleep.      This  is  un-  headache  returned,   and  k  now  as  bad  as 

questionably  a  great  advantage:  it  in-  ^iJ^^J^lS::^^^^^^ 

volves  more  important  considerations  ^f  i^^^  ^^j  ^^^  ^^^^^  tj^in  ^^  out  of 

than  the  comfort  of  the  students ;  the  health  before  the  blow. 

amount  of  knowledge  that  they  receive  "«f » t^>«n»  ?  » ""^  ^^}  ^^^  **  ^^J^ 

.    .             ^                °  J         J    \        ^\  rerarded  as  an  instance  of  mnammation  after 

18  m  great  measure  dependent  on  the  concussion,  from  the  acuteness  of  the  pain  the 

mode  in  which  it  is   conveyed.      If,  woman  complained  of.  You  find  that  this  view 

therefore,  any  special  studies  are  to  be  wasUken  of  thccase before heradmission.and 

^         .          ,             «             ...          ,.  she  was  actually  relieved  by  the  cuppmc  which 

enforced,  we  know  of  none  that  would  ^asordcred.  &>  it  is,  however,  in  mimy  cases 

be  more  generally  profitable  than  that  of  weak  and  irreg;ular  circulation,  and  the 

of  lecturing,  dirough  a  practical  course  temporary  relief  is  succeeded  by  an  aggrava- 

-,.,         ,                 ***i.^  1.^ tion  of  the  pain.     You  find  again  that  she 

of  which  each  aspu^t  to  the  honour  .^tributes  her  return  of  pain  tothe  stimulus 

of  instructing  should  be  made  to  pass,  of  porter ;  but  neither  does  this  prove  that 

We  want  a  uarmai  school  for  medical  the  stimulus  was  injurious,  since  she  was  at 

.       Hpki  ^^^  same  time  imprudent  enough  to  return 

"***^^"-  to  hard  work,  which  would  naturally  make  a 

weak  person  suffer. 

SUBSTANCE  The  whole  state  of  the  patient,  however, 

^y  ^  left  me  little  room  to  doubt  that  the  pain 

was  not  likely  to  be  inflammatory,  and  par* 

CLINICAL    LECTURE,  jticularly  the  colour  of  the  countenance,  and 

-n,.         A  OS   r^         f     M      -J  f     r       OJ&  t**®  absence  of  anxiety  and  frowning,  which 

Gwm  at  St.  Georffe  «  Hotpttal,  Jwu  8M,  inflammation  almost  always  produces ;  the 

By  Ma.  C-«8ar  Hawkins.  absence  of  sharpness  and  force  of  the  pulse, 

although  it  was  somewhat  quick  and  jerkmg, 

[Conchidcd  from  page  956.]  ^nd  then  the  discovery  of  the  fact  of  her 

*                             ■  having  suckled  up  to  the  present  time,  and 

2.  Injury  qf  the  head.    Inflamfnatum  or  J^»'  ^'^  a  condition  of  great  privation.    This 
ti^qf  debility.  long-continued  suckbng  is,  without  any  in- 

3.  Sealp  ^inmnd».      Setomdary   abicm9e9.  jury,  a  fertile  wurce  of  derangement  of  the 
Fi^Tturt  qfih€  bariMqfthecramitim.  Jf**^^^  generally,  and  of  amaurosis,  pain  in 


the  head,  or  mania  in  connexion  with  the 

II.  No  wonder,  then,  that  we  should  be  brain, 

offered  some  great  similarity  of  symptoms  I  let  her  He  quiet,  then,  with  some  cold 

from  apparently  opposite  causes ;   because,  lotion  on  the  forehead,  till  the  day  after  her 

In  tutf  these  opposite  causes  may  in  effect  admission,    giving    her    only    some    more 

produce  the  same  state  of  drctdation  in  the  nourishment.     The  pulse  the  next  day,  the 

brain,  in  one  of  4he  several  circumstances  25th,  was  only  80,  and  soft ;  and  the  pain 

which    we    have    been    considering.       No  was  a  little  better,  but  still  much  complained 

wonder,  moreover,  that  we  should  often  be  of.     1  therefore  ordered  her  some  ammonia 

at  a  loss  in  our  diagnosis  of  these  causes,  draughts,  and  a  small  blister  to  the  nape  of 

and  actually  puzzled  whether   we    should  the  neck.     On  the  29th  our  notes  say  the 

bleed  or  stimulate  our  patient — ^whether  we  pain  was  rather  better, 

should  increase  or  lessen  the  vigour  of  his  On  June  Ist  I  gave  her  some  bark  and 

cireulatioa.    To  illustrate  this  point  let  me  aromatic  confections,  the  countenance  being 

next  draw  your  attention  to  another  case  more  cheerfid  and  a  little  more  florid,  but 

now  in  the  hospital ;    it  is  that  of  Jane  the  pulse  still  weak,  and  gave  her  also  a 

Looker,  set.  32,  admitted  May  24th,  into  little  porter. 

Wellington  Ward,  with  these  symptoms  : —  On  the  5th  it  seemed  as  if  this  was  rather 

Complains  of  great  pain  in  her  head,  equally  too  much,  the  pain  in  the  head  being  still 

diffused  over  the  whole  of  it ;    pulse   90,  complained  of  as  much  as  before ;  and  I  gave 

regular,  and  rather  weak ;  tongue  clean  and  hersomeSp.AmmoniosFoetidus  and  Camphor 

moist ;  bowels  open ;  no  anxiety  of  conn-  Mixtore  instead  of  the  bark,  letting  her  diet 

Cenanoe,  or  firowning ;  not  mucJi  appetite,  remain  as  good  as  it  had  been ;  and  now  you 

She  states  that  about  a  month  ago  she  re-  may  see  her  convalescent, 

ceived  a  blow  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head.  There  are  many  such  cases  as  this  which 

which  stunned  her  for  about  ten  minutes,  willcome  under  yournoticeafter  injuries  of  the 

ever  since  which  tine  she  has  had  great  pain  head,  in  which,  if  you  are  in  any  doubt,  you 

in  the  bead.     She  was  cupped  a  week  since,  should  do  little,  but  rather  watch  your  pa- 

which  relieved  her  for  a  time,  but  owing  to  tient ;  or  if  your  opinion  is  a  little  inclined 

working  hard  and  drinking  some  porter,  the  to  either  side,  you  should  proceed  very  eau- 
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tioosly,  whether  with  the  plan  of  depletion  haying  taken  place,  he  haf  now  much  pain 

or  of  stimulation,  lest  you  should  find  your-  in  the  head ;  skin  hot;  pulse  hard  and  fall ; 

selves  in  error,  or  lest  a  change  of  plan  tongue  white. 

should  proceed  a  little  too  far ;  and  there  are  V.  S.  ad  Jvj.. 

many  cases  in  which  you  will  require  even  a  p,  Hydr.  Cbloridi,  gr.  i^. ;   P.   Antam. 

combination  of  both  principles  of  action.    A  gr,  {y,  gtatim.     H.  Senns  post  hor.  it. 

man»  for  instance,  fell  from  a  ladder,  and  «  .      »      .     j 

was  bled  after  his  admission  for  the  symp-  ^  J  p.m.— Pain    in    h«d    much    relieved. 

toms  of  concussion,  the  house  surgeon  not  ^^^  »<>«  «>«»  o^t  stiU  sharp.    Blood  not 

being  aware  that  he  bad  also  been  bled  just  buffed.      _         ,    . 

before  his  admission  and  very  soon  after  the  19th.— Tongue  dean;  very  Uttle  pain  m 

fall :  he  was  for  many  days  in  a  state  of  com-  Jw»d  ?  P«^  q«»ck  j  wound  rather  sloughy. 

plete  oppression  of  brain,  with  a  slow  and  Poultice. 

laVmred  ptOM,  uid  nearly  total  inseosibmty,  jjoth.-Toiigqe  elean;  imbe  qoiett  matter 

jnd  from  want  of  nervon.  power  there  was  from  tbe  woo^d  rather  foil. 

the  same  torpor  of  bowels  which  is  so  much  »     v  j*                 j       • 

more  common  in  diseases  than  in  injuries  of  ^^^  "^5  green  dressmg. 

the  brain.    Now  the  state  of  this  man  was  24th — Pulse  quiet ;    no  pain  in  head ; 

much  more  owing  to  large  loss  of  blood  than  tongue  foul. 

to  fte  fan  and  Ua  tonpie  was  ttdckly  coated  ^  pg,    ^^        ,,  ^         „         ^^ 

With  a  white  cream  that  indicated  a  very  dia-  ^ ,_.  ».-i. 

m    *                 ..«•«  eras  mane. 
turbed  state  of  circulation  m  the  brain,  but 

is  not  usual  as  a  consequence  of  injury ;  but  28th. — Some  pain  in  the  head ;  skin  hot ; 

although  this  man  required  a  good  dad  of  pulse  quiet. 

light  nourishment,  and  some  diffusible  stimu-  p^  CaL  gr.  iv.  has.     H.  Rhei  maiM.     H. 
lants  to  hasten  the  passage  of  the  blood  Salinua. 
through  the  brain,  he  was  also  much  bene- 
fitted by  blister*  to  the  neck,  and  by  small  ,   Slst.— Having  been  somewhat  better,  he 
doses  of  calomel  and  opium.  **»*  "**«"*  '^  ™'*"°  ^  *»»▼«  ^^  ^^^  shiver- 
In  some  of  these  cases  you  will  find  even  «K;  ^^  ^"^7  ^^  "^onnd  is  foul,  and  the 
a  cupping  glass,  or  a  few  leeches  to  the  fore-  "calp  somewhat  oedematous  around  it.     Qia 
head  or  temples,  when  ther«  is  intense  pain,  "?o™  *«  obscrred  to  be  drawn  to  the  left 
not  at  all  incompatible  with  moderate  stimu-  ««f  by  paralysu  of  the  right  poitio  dura. 
Ution  of  the  general  system ;  local  congestion  ^"^^  *?^»  «™*y  ">d  ^^«»  as  it  had  been 
or  inflammation  being  actulUy  the  conse-  '^^  ™e  first  inflammation  on  the  18th ; 
quence  of  feebleness  of  the circulaHon,  and  ^ngue  coated;  oounteoaaoe  pale.     An  in- 
requiring  the  same  local  remedies,  and  the  vision  was  made  down  to  the  bone,  which 
same  effects  on  the  capillaries  of  the  part,  '^'^  'bund  exposed  to  some  little  extent, 
which  would  be  requisite  in  anQther  case  in  Beef-tea. 

which  the  general  circulation  was  in  an  oppo-  R  Hydr.  Chloridi,  gr.  Iss.;  Opii»  gr«^ 

site  condition ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  blister,  6tis  horis.   Omit,  Haustns. 

'ffl  *^or''  ***  ""  '^"^*  '***'°''  *"  ^"^  •'"°«  »»t— M-  13«.  ''"-ks  •««  Tery 

^    ^  hot;  someanxiety  of  countenance;  has  been 

•••    T      Ai.^         4.     1                1.         L  J  wandering  in  the  night.   Some  inflammation 

III.  In  the   nert  i>laoe  you  have  had  .roond  thewonnds^plafasof  pain  in  the 

iereral  scalp  wounds  m  my  last  accident  i  *^  ^                             '^             *^^ 


Fergat. 


week  under  your  notice,  all  of  which,  how- 
ever, seem  to  have  done  well,  except  one 
case,  in  which  the  patient  died  yesterday ;        2d. — Delirious  during  the  night.   Wound 

and  you  will  presently  have  an  opportunity  in  head  clean,  without  oedema.     Complains 

of  examining  into  the  causes  of  his  death.  of  obscure  pain  about  the  thigh  and  hip. 

This  was  a  boy,  twelve  years  of  age,  named  Skin  hot ;  pulse  as  quick,  but  weaker. 
Robert  Sims,  who  was  admitted  May  1 7th        3d. — ^Tenderness  and  pain  in  groin  oon- 

into  Oxford  Ward,  with  a  smsll  scalp  wound  tinues ;  less  in  the  knee, 
on  the  posterior  part  of  the  head,  and  a  slight        4  th. — Countenance  yellow  and  anxioua ; 

graze  on  the  right  side  of  the  forehead.   The  much  enlargement  in  the  upper  part  of  the 

bone  vras  slightly  exposed  under  the  posterior  thigh  at  the  anterior  part,  but  there  is  not 

wound.     He  was  kicked  on  the  back  of  the  so  much  pain  as  there  was.    Tongae  dry, 

head  by  a  horse,   the  force  of  the  blow  and  rather  brown ;  pulse  quick  and  weak, 
knocking  the  forehead  against  a  wall.     He        5th. — Countenance  more  yellow ;  has  had 

was  insensible  for  a  short  time  after  the  some  shivering ;  swelling  in  groin  somewhat 

injury,  and  vomited  previous  to  admission,  increased ;  tongue  brown. 
Countenance  pale ;  pulse  weak.  He  gradually  sunk,  and  died  yesterday 

1 8th,  10  A.M. — Has  vomited  during  the  morning,  June  7th. 
night,   and  also    this    morning.     Reaction        Here,  then,  is  a  case  of  apparently  trifling 
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scalp  wound,  with  lymptoms  of  pure  con-  as  these  abscesses  often  give  little  local  sign* 
cussion,  which  yielded  easily  to  common  But  may  there  not  be  suppuration  elsewhere? 
treatment  on  the  day  after  the  injury ;  after  It  seems  to  me  not  at  all  improbable  that 
which  the  boy  continued  quite  well  for  about  there  may  some  in  the  liver,  as  he  became 
twelve  days,  when  a  fresh  set  of  symptoms  quite  jaundiced  for  two  or  three  days  before 
commenced,  which  have  ended  fiitally  in  his  death,  and  had  a  little  tenderness  over 
about  a  week  more ;  and  it  is  to  these  symp-  this  part.  Finally,  though  we  have  no  direct 
toms  that  I  will  direct  your  attention.  The  evidence  of  suppuration  in  the  brain,  and 
symptoms  were  those  of  low  inflammation  on  the  whole  I  think  there  is  not,  yet  there 
somewhere,  producing  irritative  fever,  with  may  be  some  there  also,  in  addition  to  what 
delirium  and  rigors,  indicative  of  a  debilitated  we  know  is  about  the  hip,  and  what  we  sus- 
state  of  nervous  system  :  where,  then,  was  pect  may  be  elsewhere, 
the  chief  cause  of  these  symptoms  ?  The  symptoms,  then,  with  which  this  boy 
In  the  first  instance  they  might  have  de*.  has  died  are  those  of  suppuration  of  a  low 
pended  on  inflammation  of  the  wound  itself,  kind,  and  the  exact  seat  of  this  we  shall 
which  became  foul,  and  the  scdp  swelled;  presently  see:  but  why  is  it  that  these  se- 
but  the  incision  relieved  this  state  of  the  condary  abscesses  are  so  common  after  scalp 
part,  but  only  very  partially  alleviated  the  wounds  of  apparently  very  trivial  impor- 
general  condition,  and  therefore  some  other  tance  ?  Their  immediate  cause  seems  to  be 
situation  was  to  be  looked  to.  Did  the  symp-  the  absorption  of  a  poison  generated  in  the 
toms  depend  on  low  inflammation  of  the  secretions  of  the  injured  part,  or  formed  even 
membranes  of  the  brain?  From  the  increased  without  injury,  ss  in  erysipelas;  this  poi- 
luflammation  of  the  external  parts  it  was  of  sonous  matensl  being  apparently  an  un« 
course  not  at  all  improbable  that  this  might  healthy  purulent  lymph  rather  than  common 
spread  through  the  bone  to  the  dura  mater  pus.  I  do  not  mean  that  there  is  (as  some 
on  its  inner  surface,  and  so  to  the  inner  mem-  have  imagined)  an  absorption  of  pus  from 
branes  and  substance. of  the  brain,  which  ex-  one  part,  and  a  deposit  of  the  same  pus  else- 
tension  of  inflammation  is  so  common  in  scalp  where,  though  it  is  not  even  impossible  that 
wounds,  and  so  often  fatal.  The  only  symptom  some  pus  may  sometimes  actually  pass 
directly  referrible  to  the  bead  was  paralysis  of  through  the  kidney;  but  I  mean  only  that 
the^rtio  dura,  but  this  is  not  a  frequent  re-  the  poison  getting  into  the  blood  induces 
suit  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  by  itself  such  a  state  of  thu  fluid,  that  the  capillaries 
would  be  of  little  importance;  and,  from  of  various  parts  become  disposed  to  suppura- 
enquiry,  there  seemed  no  doubt  that  he  had  tive  inflammation,  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
had  this  dragging  of  the  mouth  for  a  long  few  drops  of  pus  containing  the  syphilitic 
time  before  the  accident,  and  it  may  have  poison  make  the  smsll  vessels  of  various 
arisen  from  some  local  cause.  Then,  again,  parts  snd  different  textures  put  on  a  morbid 
the  boy  was  very  drowsy  and  sleepy,  and  he  action,  which  may  pervade  almost  the  whole 
was  sometimes  delirious  when  left  alone  or  body. 

quiet  during  the  night :  these  symptoms  are  Some  deny  this  absorption,  and  undoubt- 
very  common  in  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  edly  it  is  not  a  necessary  circumstance  in 
membranes  of  the  brain,  but  not  at  all  con-  theory;  wc  have  something  analogous  to  it, 
elusive ;  for  you  saw  the  boy  in  the  opposite  for  instsnce,  generated  in  typhus  fever,  where 
bed,  with  abscesses  of  the  leg  snd  foot,  with  what  are  called  critical  abscesses  are  formed 
just  as  much  sleepiness,  and  with  some  de-  in  various  parts  of  the  body  in  consequence 
lirium  also,  although  his  head  was  perfectly  of  some  general  condition  of  the  blood  pro- 
free  from  mischief.  We  cannot  therefore  be  duoed  by  the  fever ;  or  again  it  may  be 
certain  upon  this  point,  and  we  only  know  analogous  to  the  diseased  condition  of  the 
that  there  was  fever,  in  which  some  of  the  system  in  scrofula,  where  a  number  of  local 
functions  of  the  bones  participated.  Next,  abscesses  are  formed ;  or  analogous  to  the 
we  observed  that  he  complained  of  very  state  of  system  in  malignant  disease,  where 
severe  pain  about  the  knee-joint :  was  an  a  common  cause  is  in  operation  on  the  capil- 
absoess  taking  place  there,  secondary  to  the  kries  of  many  parts  at  once.  It  is  very  pos- 
suppuration  of  the  scalp?  Motion  caused  sible,  therefore,  that  the  irritative  fever 
much  pain,  but  there  was  no  swelling,  and  attending  the  injury  of  a  scalp  wound  may 
little  tenderness,  and  the  next  day  the  thigh  produce  secondsLry  abscesses,  without  direct 
and  groin  were  equally  complained  of  and  passsge  of  sny  secretion  into  the  blood;  but 
the  knee  got  better,  and  from  the  swelling  of  I  thiiOr  the  balance  of  evidence  is  immensely 
the  thigh  it  was  equally  dear  that  suppuration  in  favour  of  such  absorption,  and  in  many 
had  taken  place  there ;  but  whether  it  is  in  cases  yon  may  actually  see  the  purulent 
the  vein  or  in  the  hip-joint,  or  diffused  liquid  in  its  transit. 

among  the  cellulsr  tissue  between  the  mus-  There  are  two  ways  by  which  the  pus  may 

des,  is  not  very  clear;  nor,  indeed,  whether  get  into  the  blood ;  one  is,,  by  the  absorbent 

there  is  not  matter  in  the  joint  and  extemsl  vessels,  and  I  have  seen  in' a  case  of  diffuse 

to  it,  and  possibly  in  the  knee-joint  likewise,  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  after  premature 
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partnritimii  an  immeiifle  number  of  the  ab-  recorer :  I  have  more  than  oooe  leen  much 

lorbentB  o   I  the  ntema  and  adjacent  parts  tenderness  of  the  liver  and  complete  jaun- 

quite  filled  with  pns  of  this  unhealthy  cha  •  dice  recovered  from,  though  certainly  it  is  a 

raeter  quite  up  to  the  receptaculum  chyli.  rare  occurrence.     1  have  a  lady  under  my 

This  mode  of  transit,  however,  does  not  seem  care  at  the  present  time,  on  whom  I  operated 

to  be  nearly  so  frequent  as  a  second  mode,  for  hernia  about  five  weeks  ago,  succeeded 

namely  the  passage  of  pus  through  the  veins,  by  some  sloughing  and  foul  uleention  of  the 

Some  persons  Iwlieve  that  there  is  always  omentum  and  otiber  parta  covering  it,  who 

inflammation  fA  the  veins  before  these  se-  haa  had  very  copious  ftml  suppuration  snd- 

condary  abscesses  form,  but  I  am  not  certain  denly  bunting  fh>m  one  lung,  to  the  amount 

that  this  is  the  ease,  though  generally  some  of  nearly  a  pint  in  the  day,  who  is  neverthe- 

veins  may  be  found  inflamed  in  connection  less  recovering  from  it;  the  abscess  having, 

with  a  wound  from  which  secondary  abseeasea  no  doubt,  I  think,  been  of  this  description, 

have  arisen.     Sometimes  the  great  veins  are  Commonly,  however,  they  are  much  too  nu- 

flUed  with  lymph  and  coagulum  mixed  with  merous  to  be  thus  got  rid  of. 
purulent  matter,  but  this  is  not  often  the        It  only  remaina  for  me  to  speak  of  tfie 

caae  in  comparison  with  the  numerous  small  treatment  applicable  to  these  local  secondary 

ones  immediately  around  the  wound,  in  more  inflammations,  whidi,  from  what  I  have  just 

or  leas  of  which  some  inflammation  may  al-  said  of  their  fatality,  need  not  detain  us  long, 

most  always  be  found  by  careful  examination.  One  thing  appears  to  be  quite  established, 

Witiiout  much  inflammation  of  their  inner  namely  that  the  inflammation  is  of  a  low 

membrane,  however,  the  veins  may  yet  form  character,  which  does  not  bear  general  deple- 

a  channel  of  communication  with  the  blood ;  tion,  though  local  bleeding  by  cupping  or  by 

some  of  them  being  opened  by  the  wound,  leeches  may  probably  be  of  service :  certain 

or  by  indaion,  or  by  ulceration,  or  possibly  it  is,  I  think,  that  a  patient  will  die  much 

allowing    a   poisonous   influence    even   to  earlier  who  is  weakened  by  antiphlogistic 

transude  through  theircoats.  means,  and  that  a  moderate  system  of  sup- 

You  may  ask,  perhaps,  why  such  an  event  port  hf  nourishment  and  medicine  seems  to 

does  not  happen  when  the  matter  of  an  ofler  a  much  better  chance  to  the  patient  of 

abscess  is  absorbed,  so  that  the  pus  must  struggling  through  the  irritative  fever  of 

get  into  the  blood  {    the  answer,  however,  these  abscesses,  or  of  the  poison  which  causes 

would  be,  that  it  is  not  pus,  properly  so  them ;  the  stimulus  you  give  being  of  course 

called,  hot  unhealthy  pundentlymph,  which  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  debility  and 

produoea   thia  *  poisonous  eflbct  upon  the  prostration  present  in  each  case.     In  this 

blood.    The  reason  of  the  unhealthiness  of  boy  no  depletion  could  possibly  have  been 

the  secretion  would  appear  to  be  a  peculiar  thought  of,  and  the  depressed  state  oS  circu- 

state  of  the  constitution  in  those  who  receive  lation  in  the  brain,  shown  by  the  sleepinen 

the  injury,  so  that  while  it  is  very  seldom  and  low  deluium,  and  rigors,  required  mo- 

that  you  meet  with  secondary  abscesses  in  derate  stimulus,  and  that  equally  whether 

one  so  young  as  this  boy,  they  are  very  the  membranes  were  inflamed  or  not.    Be- 

oommon  in  the  miserable  state  of  so  many  sides  the  common  rules  of  treatment  appli- 

of  our  patients,  who  have  mined  their  eon-  cable  to  the  symptoms  present,  I  am  inclined 

■titntions  by  .intemperance.      Then,  again,  to  think  that  much  good  is  done  by  small 

the  circumstanoe  is  undoubtedly  mndi  under  doses  of  calomel  and  opium,  which  may  act 

the  influenoe  of  atmospheric  causes,  of  the  on  the  eapiUariea  in  such  a  way  as  to  present 

same  kind  exactly  as  those  which   occa-  suppuration;  and  this  isalmoat  the  only  thing 

si^n  erysipelas  and  inflammation  of  cellular  that  I  much  trust  to.     Possibly,  too,  another 

tissue  and  serous  membranes ;  so  that  at  one  medicine  may  be  of  service  which  also  seems 

time  almost  every  case  is  in  danger  of  dying  to  influenoe  the  capillaries,  as  iniritis  and  some 

<»f  one  of  these  affections,  while  you  will,  at  oases  of  peritonitis,  vis.  terpentine;  I  have 

anotiwr  time,  see   several   months  elapse  not  tried  it,  however,  often  enough  to  speak 

without  witnessing  a  single  case.  with  the  same  confidence  that  I  can  of  the 

niese  seconds]^  abscesses  are  peculiarly  other.    Besides  these  means  I  have  seen 

fML — ^perhaps  I  should  say  the  state  of  irri*  much  good  done  by  die  application  of  blia- 

tetive  fever  which  acoompanies  them,  or  tars  to  the  part  inflamed ;  to  the  nape  of  the 

rather  precedes  them  for  a  few  days ;  so  neck  in  a  case  of  scalp  wound,  or  over  the 

much  so,  in  &ct,  that  you  will  seldom  see  lung  or  liver  when  those  organs  are  the  seat 

your  patient  recover,  when  once  the  rigors  of  Uie  disease. 

and  peispinitiaii  which  indicate  their  fonna.        Po9t  nutrtem  cf  amina/t'oii  q/7cr  Me  Ue^ 

tion  have  been  observed.  Still  i  have  known  ture,  thirty  kourg  qfter  deaths  copied  from 

cases  recover  even  after  aheeeasss  have  ac-  the  eate^book. ^^On  removing  the  scalp  the 

tnally  formed;  and  oecaaionally  when  even  a  pericranium  waa  found oonsidmbly  separated 

vital  organ,  such  as  the  liver  or  lungs,  is  from  the  bone  opposite  the  part  where  the 

attacked  by  the  inflammation  which  ends  in  posterior  wound  had  been.    The  roof  of  the 

these  absMsses,  the  patient  may  eventually  cranium  being  taken  away  a  small  quantity 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  CASE  OF  A  GEMT.EMAN  BORN  BLIND.        987 


of  purulent  lymph  was  perceived  on  the 
dura  mater,  just  mider  the  superior  angle  of 
the  occipital  bone,  and  also'  some  in  the 
groove  for  ^e  superior  longitudinal  sinus. 
On  raising  the  dura  mater  some  pus  and 
yellow  turbid  serum  were  seen  at  tiie  pos- 
terior part  of  the  left  hemisphere  of  the 
cerebrum,  and  some  thick  viseid  pus  on  the 
corresponding  part  on  the  right  side;  this 
also  extended  into  the  fissure  between  the 
two  hemispheres.  There  was  a  fissure  in  the 
occipital  bone,  which  extended  from  the 
protuberance  down  to  the  foramen  magnum, 
and  was  much  more  distinct  on  the  inner 
than  on  the  outer  table.  Some  coagulated 
lymph  was  adherent  to  the  inside  of  the 
longitudinal  sinus,  and  two  or  three  deposits 
of  purulent  matter  were  seen  in  the  sub^anoe 
of  the  dura  mater. 

In  the  femoral  vein  of  the  left  side,  near 
the  hip,  was  a  small  quantity  of  coagulated 
lymph  adherent  to  the  inner  membrane. 
The  hip-joint  was  full  of  pus,  while  the  car- 
tilages were  apparently  healthy.  The  perios- 
teum of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  and  for  some 
way  down  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  was  sepa- 
rated fh>m  the  bone  by  a  little  fluid.  There 
was  suppuration  in  both  stemo-davicttlar 
articulations,  but  none  in  the  knee-joints. 
The  Tiscera  appeared  to  be  all  healthy. 
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Ok  opening  the  eye  for  the  first  time  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  I  asked  the  patient 
what  he  could  see ;  he  answered  that  he  saw 
an  extensive  field  of  light,  in  which  every 
thing  appeared  dull,  confused,  and  in  motion. 
He  could  not  distinguish  objects.  The  pain 
produced  by  the  light  forced  him  to  dose 
the  eye  immediately.  Two  days  afterwards, 
the  eye,  which  had  been  kept  closed  by  means 
of  court-plaster,  was  again  opened.  He 
now  described  what  he  saw  as  a  number  of 
opaque  watery  spheres,  which  moved  with 
the  movements  of  the  eye,  but,  when  the 
eye  was  at  rest,  remained  stationary,  and^ 
then  parUally  covered  each  other.  Two* 
days  after  this  the  eye  was  again  opened ; 
the  same  phenomena  were  again  olMcrved, 
but  the  spheres  were  less  opaque  and  some- 
what transparent;  their  movements  more 
steady ;  they  appeared  to  cover  each  other 
more  thaa  befbre.    H«  was  now  for  the  first 


tune  capable,  as  he  said,  to  look  through 
the  spheres,  and  to  perceive  a  difference, 
but  merely  a  difference,  in  the  surrounding 
objects.  When  he  directed  his  eye  steadily 
towards  an  object,  the  visual  impression 
produced  by  the  object  was  punful  and  very 
imperfect,  and  no  clear  vkual  perception 
of  it  took  place,  because  the  eye,  on  account 
of  the  intolerance  of  light,  could  not  be  kept 
open  long  enough  for  the  formation  of  the 
Idea  as  doived  from  visual  sensation.  The 
appearance  of  spheres  diminished  daily; 
^ey  became  smiBUer,  clearer,  and  more 
pellucid,  allowed  objects  to  be  seen  more 
distinctly,  and  disappeared  entirely  after 
two  wedLs.  The  mmscie  volitantes>  which 
had  the  form  of  black,  immoveable,  and 
horiiontal  stripes,  appeared,  every  time  the 
eye  was  opened,  in  a  direction  upwards  and 
inwards.  When  tlie  eye  was  closed,  he  ob- 
served, especially  hi  the  evening,  in  an  out- 
ward and  upward  direction,  an  i^ypearance 
of  dark  blue,  violet,  and  red  colours ;  these 
coloun  became  graidually  less  intense,  were 
shaded  into  bright  orange,  jrellow,  and 
green,  which  latter  colours  alone  eventually 
remained,  and  in  the  course  of  five  weeks 
disappeared  entirely. 

As  soon  as  the  intolerunce  of  light  had 
80  ftr  abated  that  the  patient  could  regard  an 
object  without  pain  and  for  a  suflicient  time 
to  gain  an  idea  of  it,  the  fbUowing  experi- 
ments were  made  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Swaine.  The  firet  experiments  were  of  that 
class  in  which  the  idea  of  a  visible  object  is 
derived  merely  from  pure  visual  sensation ; 
the  succeeding,  of  that  kind  in  which  th6 
idea,  in  ordhiary  eases,  depends  upon  the 
sense  of  sight  combined  with  the  aense  of 
touch,  and  is  gained  by  reflecting  on  the  im- 
pressions made  on  the  organs  of  both  senses. 
It  was  necessary  to  perform  these  experi- 
ments on  different  days,  as  otherwise  they 
^would  have  distressed  tlie  eye  too  much. 

l9t  Experiment,— 'SiSk  ribands  of  different 
colours,  fiistened  on  a  black  ground,  were 
employed  to  show,  first  the  primitive,  and 
then  the  complementary  colours.  The 
patient  recognised  the  different  colonrs, 
with  the  exceptmn  of  yellow  and  green, 
which  he  frequently  confounded,  but  could 
distinguish  when  both  were  exhibited  at 
the  same  time.  He  could  point  out  each 
colour  correctly  when  a  variety  was  shown 
him  at  the  same  time.  Grey  pleased  him 
best,  because  this  colour  he  said  produced 
an  agreeable  and  grateful  sensation;  the 
effect  of  red,  orange,  and  yellow  was  painftd, 
but  not  <tissgTeeable;  that  of  violet  and 
brown  not  painful,  but  very  disagreeable; 
the  latter  he  called  ugly.  Bfaudc  produced 
subjective  colours,' and  white  occasioned 
the  recurrence  of  musae  volitantes  in  a 
most  vdiement  degree. 

2nd  JBj|Mrtiiieiii.-— The  patisttt  Mt  with 
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his  back  to  the  light,  and  kept  his  eye  ndtfaer  a  triangle,  or  a  qnadnuigle,  nor  a 

closed.     A  sheet  of  paper,  on  which  two  circle ;  he  had  no  idea  of  it,  and  oould  not 

strong  black  lines  had  been  drawn,  the  one  describe  it ;  *<  in  &ct,"  said  he,  **  I  most 

horizontal,  the  other  Tertieal,  was  placed  give  it  np."    On  the  oondnsioa  of  these 


before    him,    at    the    ^istfln^   of    abont  experiments,  I  asked  him  to  describe  the 

three  feet.     He  was  now  allowed  to  open  sensations  the  objects  had  produced,  where - 

the  eye,  and,  after  atteotiTe  examination,  upon  he  said  that  immediatdj  on  opening 

he  called  the  lines  by  their  right  denomina-  his  eye,  he  had  diseovered  a  diiference  in 


tions.  When  I  asked  him  to  point  ont  the  two  objects,  the  cube  and  the  sphere, 
with  his  finger  the  horiaontal  line,  he  moved  placed  before  him,  and  peroeiTed  that  they 
his  hand  dowly,  as  if  feeling,  and  pointed  were  not  drawings ;  but  that  he  had  not 
to  the  vertical,  but  after  a  ihort  time,  been  able  to  form  from  them  the  idea  of  a 
obeerriiig  his  error,  he  corrected  himself,  iqvare  and  a  disc,  vntil  he  peroeiTed  a  sen- 
The  ontUne  in  black  of  a  square,  six  Inches  sation  of  what  he  saw  in  the  points  of  his 
in  diameter,  within  which  a  circle  had  been  fingers,  as  if  he  really  touched  the  objects, 
dfuwn,  and  within  the  latter  a  trianf^,  was.  When  I  gave  the  three  bodies  (the  sphere, 
after  careftd  examination,  recognised  and  cube,  and  pyramid)  into  his  hand,  he  was 
correctly  described  by  him.  When  he  was  much  surprised  that  he  had  not  recognized 
asked  to  point  ont  either  of  the  figures,  them  as  such  by  sight,  "as  he  was  wdl 
he  never  moved  his  hand  directly  and  de-  acquainted  with  these  solid  mathematical 
cidedly,  but  always  as  if  feeling,  and  with  figures  by  his  toudi.  These  experiments 
the  greatest  caution  f  he  pointed  them  out,  prove  the  correctness  of  tho  hypothesis  I 
however,  correctly.  A  line  consisting  of  have  advanced  dsewhere  on  the  well-known 
angles,  or  in  other  words,  a  ajgsiig,  and  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Molyneux  to  Lodce, 
epkal  line,  both  drawn  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  whieh  was  snswered  by  both  these  gentlemen 
he  observed  to  be  different,  but  could  not  in  the  negative,  and  has  been  much  dis- 
describe  them  otherwise  than  by  imitating  cusaed  since  their  time, 
their  forms  with  his  finger  in  the  air.  He  4M  JSaperimefif .*~In'a  vessel,  containing 
said  he  had  no  idea  of  these  figures.  water  to  about  the  depth  of  one  foot,  waa 
3rd  EzperimeHi. — ^The  windows  of  the  placed  a  musket-ball,  and  on  the  surfeoe  o 
room  were  darkened,  with  the  exception  of  the  water  a  piece  of  pasteboard,  of  the 
one,  towards  which  the  patient,  closing  his  same  form,  size,  and  colour  as  tiie  ball, 
eye,  turned  his  back.  At  the  distance  of  The  patient  could  perodve  no  difference  in 
three  feet,  and  cm  a  level  with  the  eye,  a  the  position  of  th»w  bodies ;  he  believed 
solid  cuie  and  a  sphere,  eadi  of  four  inches  both  to  be  upon  the  surfece  of  the  water, 
diameter,  were  placed  before  him.  Allowing  Pointing  to  the  ball,  I  desired  him  to  take 
him  to  move  the  head  in  a  lateral  direction  up  this  object ;  he  made  an  attempt  to 
no  forther  than  waa  necessary  to  oompen-  take  it  from  the  plane  of  the  water,  but 
sate  the  point  of  view  of  the  right  when  he  found  he  could  not  grasp  it  there, 
amaurotic  eye,  I  now  let  him  open  his  eye,  he  said  he  had  deceived  himself,  die  objects 
and  requested  him  to  state  decidedly  what  were  lying  in  tiie  water ;  upon  whidi  I 
he  observed.  After  attentively  examining  informed  him  of  their  real  position.  I  now 
these  bodies,  he  said  he  saw  a  quadnmgular  desired  him  to  touch  tiie  ball,  which  lay 
and  a  circular  figure,  and  after  some  con-  in  the  water,  with  a  small  rod ;  he  attempted 
sideration  he  pronounced  the  one  a  ji^sare  this  several  times,  but  always  missed  his 
and  the  other  a  difc.  His  eye  being  then  aim ;  he  could  never  touch  the  object  at 
closed,  the  cube  was  taken  away,  and'  a  the  first  movement  of  his  hand  towards 
disc  of  equal  siae  substituted  and  placed  it,  but  only  by  feeling  about  with  the  rod. 
next  to  the  sphere.  On  agam  opening  his  Oil  being  questioned  with  respect  to  re- 
eye,  he  observed  no  difference  in  these  fleeted  light,  he  said  that  he  was  always 
objects,  but  regarded  them  both  as  discs,  obliged  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  looking- 
The  solid  cube  was  now  placed  in  a  some-  glass  was  fastened  to  the  wall,  in  order  to 
what  oblique  position  before  the  eye,  and  correct  his  idea  of  the  apparent  situation 
close  beside  it  a  figure  cut  ont  of  paste-  of  objects  behind  the  gisss. 
board,  representing  a  plane  outline  prospect  When  the  patient  first  acquired  the  feculty 
of  the  cube  when  in  thia  position.  Both  of  sight,  all  objects  appeued  to  him  ao 
objects  he  took  to  be  something  like  flat  near  that  he  was  sometimes  afhdd  of  coming 
quadrates.  A  pyramid,  placed  before  him  in  contact  with  them,  though  they  were 
with  one  of  its  sides  towards  his  eye,  he  in  reality  at  a  great  distance  fi^m  him.  He 
saw  as  a  plain  triangle.  This  object  was  saw  everything  much  larger  than  he  had 
now  turned  a  little,  so  as  to  present  two  of  supposed  from  the  idea  oMaxned  by  his 
its  sides  to  view,  but  rather  more  of  one  aense  of  touch.      Moving,   and  especially 
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ftou  U*  own  penoDt  or  of  bro  objeete  the  orbits.    No  inllaniiiatMNi  ensued ;  not 

from  each  other,  without  moving  flrom  his  even  in  tbe  left  eye,  which,  from  the  prior 

place,  he  examined  the  objeeti  from  diffe-  operation,  was  still  rather  sensitive.    Hie 

rent  points  of  view  by  taming  his  head  to  muse*  volitantes  became  less  irksome,  and 

the  right  and  to  the  left.     CN^  perspective  the  violent  spasms,  which  previously  had 

in  pictures  he  had  of  ooune  no  idea ;  he  afibcted  not  only  the  eyelids,  but  also  the 

could  distinguish  the  individual  objects  in  a  whole  left  sideoftiiefaoe,  disappeared  entirely, 

painting,    l^t  could    not  understand    the  The  right  eye,  whidi  had  been  amaurotic. 


meaning  of  the  whole  picture ;  it  appeared  to  gained  by  this  operation  the  power  of  per* 
him  nnnatural,  for  instance,  that  tiie  figure  oeiving  light,  so  that  when  the  left  eye  is 
of  a  man  represented  in  the  front  of  the  closed,  the  patient  can  now  distinguish  light 
picture  should  be  larger  than  a  house  or  a  and  shade,  on  the  hand  being  moved  before 
mountain  in  the  back  ground.  All  objects  this  eye.  The  sight  of  the  left  eye  like- 
appeared  to  him  perfectly  flat :  thus,  although  wise  was  considerably  improved  in  aeutenesa 
he  very  wdl  knew  by  his  touch  that  the  and  cleamess,  both  as  regarded  near  and 
nose  was  prominent,  and  the  eyes  sunk  distent  objects,  but  especially  ttut  latter, 
deeper  in  the  head,  he  saw  the  human  faoe  Objects  now,  however,  appeared  in  a 
only  as  a  plane.  Iliough  he  possessed  an  different  situation  to  that  which  they  really 
excellent  memoiy,  this  faculty  was  at  first  held ;  when,  for  instance,  he  directed  his 
quite  deficient  as  regarded  visible  objects ;  eye  to  an  object  situated  immediafedy  before 
be  was  not  able,  for  example,  to  recognise  him,  he  saw  it  more  to  his  right,  and,  if 
visitors,  unless  he  heard  them  speak,  till  he  he  attempted  to  grasp  it,  he  moved  his  hand 
had  seen  them  very  frequently.  Even  in  this  wrong  Section*.  Fortius  reason 
when  he  had  seen  an  object  repeatedly,  he  in  walking  across  a  room  he  always  took 
could  form  no  idea  of  its  visible  qualities  a  direction  to  the  right,  and,  consequently 
In  his  imsgination,  without  having  the  real  often  came  unawares  in  contact  with  articles 
object  before  him.  Heretofore,  when  he  of  Aimiture,&e.  niisappearsnce  of  objects 
dreamed  of  any  persons,  of  his  parents,  for  in  false  positions  Issted  for  two  months, 
instance,  he  felt  them  and  heard  their  after  which  time  he  was  also  capable  of 
voices,  but  never  saw  them  ;  but  now,  after  walking  forwards  in  a  straight  direction, 
having  seen  them  frequently,  he  saw  The  right  atrophied  eye,  which  before  the 
them  also  in  his  dreams.  The  human  face  operation  was  deeply  sunk  in  the  orbit,  is 
pleased  him  more  than  any  other  object  now  more  prominent,  and  appears  there- 
presented  to  his  view ;  the  eyes  he  thought  fore  fuller  and  larger,  so  that  the  difference 
most  besntiful,  especially  when  in  motion ;  of  the  two  eyes  b  less  perceptible ;  he  has 
the  nose  dissgreeable,  on  account  of  its  consequently  gained  considerably  in  per- 
form and  great  prominence ;  the  movement  sonal  appearance.  On  one  occasion  when  I 
of  the  lower  jaw  in  eating  he  considered  was  honoured  with  a  visit  from  Mr.  Law- 
very  ugly.  Although  the  newly-acquired  rence.  Dr.  Watson,  Dr.  Kerrison,  and 
sense  uBbrded  him  many  pleasures,  the  several  other  mediosl  gentlemen  at  my 
great  number  of  strange  and  extraordinary  residence,  I  introduced  him  to  them  for 
sights  was  often  disagreeable  and  wearisome  examination. 

to  him ;   he  said  that  he  saw  too  much        In  the  middle  of  October  I  let  him  try 

novelty  which  he  could  not  comprehend,  sevrnd  pair  of  spectacles  at  Mr.  A.  Ross's 

And  even  though  he  could  see  both  near  in  Regent  Street.    With  a  double  convex 

and  ramote  objects  very  well,  he  would  lens  of  5^  inch  focus,  he  saw  both  near  and 

nevertheless  continually  have  recourse  to  the  remote  objects  of  large  sise  most  cleariy 

use  of  the  sense  of  touch.  and  distinctly,  but  for  small  objects  he  could 

On  the  21st  of  September  I  operated,  in  find  no  glasses  that  improved  his  sight, 

the  presence  of  sev^al  medicsl  gentlemen.  He  recognised  the  capitals  of  a  large  print 

in  one  sitting,  on  both  eyes  for  the  con*  with  |us  naked  eye,  and  on  looking  through 

genital  strabismus.    The  Itids  vrere  fixed  by  a  pin-hole    made   in   a    card   hdd    close 

the  fingers  of  an  assistant,  the  ball  of  the  before  the  eye,  he  could  distinguish  even 

eye  by  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  the  tendon  of  the  small  letters  of  a  very  mumte  print, 

the  muscle  divided  by  a  pair  of  curved  He  had  not  yet  learned  to  read.      The 

sdssors.    The  rectus  intemus  of  the  right  reason  for  the  condition  of  his  sight  with 

eye  wss,  like  the  organ  itself,  atrophied,  respect  to  small  objects,  and  that  his  vision 

The  conjunctiva  of  the  left  eye  was  thick-  is  better  on  cloudy  days,  is  no  doubt  to  be 

ened  at  the  inner  angle;  the  muscle  was  _^_^ 

uncommonly  broad  «d  thick  ? J**  tenf««       •  This  pbenomenon  I  have  ob«5rved  in  all  eyes 

had  a  very  broad  attachment  to  the  ball,  operated  npon  for  strahismos  of  a  great  degree 

and  behind  it  was  a  separste  bundle  of  and  long  standing,  when  the  other  was  dosed, 

muscular  ^bm.  attech«l  to  tiie  .doroti«.  I  tavemengoned  it  ^^^^  ^^^^\St^^^e 

Thepupils  of  both  eyes  assumed  unmediately  i^^m  an  explanation  of  ^  physiological 

after  their  operation  their  proper  position  in  cause. 
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aonght  in  the  enlaigod  pnpil  and  the  im-    mtphtCMl  TyamaeiUnu  for  tlie  yen   1728 

mobiUtyoftheirtt.  (p«g«  447),  the  patient  ww  oiUy  in  the 

In  the  middle  of  November  be  was  able    foorteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  althoagb  the 

without  spectades  to  read  the  names  over    case  contains  many  highly  interesting  phy- 

the  windows  of  the  shops  in  the  streets,     siological  obsenrationB,  no  series  of  syste- 

and  to  tell  the  time  to  the  minute  by  St.     matic  experiments  was  instituted.     Beer  baa 

Panl's  clock.    Walking  along  in  the  crowded    also  made  some  interssting    obeervationa, 

streeto,    especially  in  the  City,   be  found    which,  however,  like  those  made  in  rather 

very  tedious.      He  aid,  seeing  so  many    a  superficial  manner  by  Jania  and  Daviel, 

different  things,,  and  the  quick  morements  of    tend  principally  to  describe  the    impres- 

the  "multitude    of   people,  carriages,   &c.,     sions  which  the  newly-aoqnired  sense  had 

oonlused  his  sight  to  such  a  degree,  that  at    made  on  the  nund  of  the  person  operated 

last  he  could  see  nothing  i  that  the  sensa-    upon.      In  Ware's    case  the  patient  was 

tion  produced  by  the  ol^t  last  seen  had  not    not  born  bUnd,  but  had  become  ao  at  an 

yet  disappeared  from  the  ntina,  when  the    early  period  of  life.    In  the  pressnt  pq>er  I 

next  object  made  its  impression  thereon,    have  merely  given  the  simple  history  of 

by  which  meani  oonfa^n  of  ideas,  great    the  case,  without  making  any:  remark  ott 

anxiety,  and  even  vertigo,  were  occasioned,     several  poinU  intereating  to  th0  padiQk>girt 

from  which  he  could  only  free  himself  by    and  phy8k>k>giat,  to  which  I  ahaU  advert 

closing  his  eyes  for  a  few  moments.  on  a  fbtnre  occasion ;  the  explanation  and 

In  the  middle  of  December  an  experiment     philosophy  of  the  foregoing   experimcnta 

was  again  made  with  spectacles.     A  lens    as  to  the  sense  of  sight  I  shall  attempt  in 

of  seven  inches  focus  was  now  of  the  same    another  paper,    which  I    purpose  to    lay 

service  as  one  of  5^^  inches  had  been  two    before  this  society. 

months  before.      After  the  operetion  for    , 

the    strnbismos,    he  was   aocoatomed,    in  CAUSE  OF  CILIARY  MOTION, 

speaking  with  any  person,  to  turn  his  eye 

away  from  the  face,  as  otherwise  he  said  Br  Edwaub  Foubbs,  M.W.S.,  For.  See. 
he  felt  disturbed  by  the  looks  of  the  person ;  B.S.  ftc. 

he   bed    now  at  length  learnt  to   look  at  -*— 

the  eyes  of  those  with  whom  he  conversed.  WHBN,throu|^the  elementary  animal  tissue. 
The  old  habit  of  using  the  sense  of  touch  to  (the  passive  gelatinous  tissue,  seen  in  the 
examine  the  objeota  he  had  not  yet  entirely  sponges),  granules  are  interspersed,  it  be* 
lost.  comes  active,  and  presents  motions  of  undu- 

In  the  middle  of  February  1841,  a  third    lation,  contraction,  and  extension,      lliis 
experiment  was  made  with  spectacles.     A     granular  tissue,  in  its  simplest  form,  u  seen 
lens  of  ten  inches  focus  waslof  the  same  service    in  the  Hydra,  or  fresh-water  pcdype,  and  in 
as  one  of  seven  inches  had  been  on  the  last    the  bodiesof  the  Sertnlarian  hydroid  polypes, 
occasion,  and  one  of  5i  inches  four  months     In  the  Arachnodermata(or  Mrdusse)  we  find 
ago.      This  proves  a  slow,    but  positiTO    the  inactive  gelatinous  tissue  becoming  cel- 
amelioratum  of  sight,  and  permits  us  to    lular,  and  constituting  the  greater  part  of 
expect  a  still  g^reater   improvement;    the    theaBimal'sbody,but  the  motions  of  thist  body 
more  so  as  the  patient  has  not  passed  the    ate  effected  by  rings,  bands,  and  processes, 
period  of  puberty.     If  the  employment  of    composed  of  the  active  ganular  tissue.  In  the 
spectacles  were  begun  at  the  present  period,     order  Ciliograda  of  thai  dass  we  see  the 
although  it  is  now  more  than  seven  months    largest  known  examples  of  those  remarkable 
since  the  operation  was  performed,  there    organs  the  vibratile  cilia.  These  dlia  are  lan» 
would  be  no  furtlier  amelioration  of  sight;     ceolate,  bent,  flattfened  processes,  not  tabular* 
the  development  of   the  visual  apparatus    aa  some  have  stated,  but  solid.    Neither  are 
would  be  arrested.      I    am    therefore    of    they  webbed  together,  as  they  have  been 
opinion  that  the  use  of  spectacles  is  not    figured,  but  separate.    Tliey  are  plaoed  in 
to  be  permitted,  until  it  is,  ss  it  were,     tnnsvene  rows  bd  short  bsrs  of  the  granular 
mathematically  demonstrated  by  similar  ex-     tissue,  which,  by  the  way,  is  always  trans- 
periments  with   lenses,   that  the  sight  is    lucent,  while  the    gdatinous   tissue  of  a 
no  longer  improved ;  by  which  means  the    tbgumentary  state,  of  which  the  cilia  them- 
faculty  may  in  time,  perhaps,  reach  such     selves  are  composed,  is  always  transparent, 
a  degree  of  perfection  as  not  to  require  any    Ihatthevibritile  motion  does  not  originate  in 
lens  at  all  for  remote  objects.  the  cilia  themselves,  is  proved  by  tliefact,thatif 

This  is  the  only  case  on  record  within  one  be  out  away  from  ita  tranalucent  base,  it 
my  knowledge  wherein,  with  a  person  bom  always  remUnsinunoveable;  and  that  the  mo* 
blind  and  afterwards  suocessfblly  operated  tion  properly  resides  in  the  baae  composed  of 
npon  at  a  period  of  life  as  far  advanced  granulartitaue,  is  evident,  since,  if  tlie  smallest 
as  in  this  instance,  such  experiments  have  portion  of  that  tissue  remain  attached  to  one 
ever  been  made.  In  the  well  -  known  of  the  dlia,  when  it  is  cut  away,  it  eontinnea 
case  of  Cheselden,  published  in  the  Philo-     to  vibrate.     Now^  if  we  suppose  a  dliferoua 
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bar  to  pnswot  regular nndiilatoiy  motioni  in  nK!tar»andtfaeii8aal  phenomena weieobsenred 
one  direction,  each  a  motion  as  is  seen  in  after  death,  ostdtic  deposits  and  destruction 
the  bodies  of  some  of  the  lowest  trematode  of  the  articular  csrtilages.  .  Mr.  Adams  said 
Entozoa,  theTetrastomaPlajrfairiiyfor  exam-  he  would  not  detain  the  meeting  with  any 
pie,  we  hare  at  onoe  the  explanation  of  the  remarks  on  thii  subject,  as  the  disease  had 
phenomena  of  ciliary  motion  in  the  Cilio-  been  fully  described  by  him  in  the  Cyclo- 
greda.  Such  an  explanation  will  also  ac-  psedia  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  edited  by 
count  for  the  ciliary  phenomena  presented  Dr.  Todd.  He  believed,  howerer,  that  the 
by  the  wheelbearlng  animalcules  and  other  state  of  the  lower  jaw  had  not  been  described 
infuaoriB  where  the  undulation  need  only  by  any  writer,  as  far  as  his  experience  went, 
to  be  propagated  in  a  cfrde  to  produce  the  In  the  caae  before  him  the  jaw  was  affected 
revolving  appearance.  It  may  be  questioned,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner ;  and  in  order 
however,  whether  Acre  may  not  be  a  dift-  to  convey  a  correct  notion  of  the  appearsnoe 
rence  in  the  cause  of  motion  between  the  of  the  parts  during  life,  he  would  beg  leave 
voluntary  dlia  of  these  animals,  and  the  to  send  round  a  drawing  taken  by  Mr. 
involuntary  cilia  seen  on  certain  fnembranes  ConoUy.  On  examining  the  lower  jaw,  Mr. 
in  others.  But  when  we  consider  that  the  Adams  found  the  iliead  of  the  bone  greatly 
involuntary  movements  of  the  cilia  round  the  enlarged ;  the  condyle  was  also  augmented  in 
margins  of  the  remarkable  cup-like  processes  size,  being  nearly  an  inch  longer  in  its  ver- 
which  stud  the  branchis  of  the  Echturus,  tical  direction  than  it  is  in  the  normal  state, 
(discovered  last  winter  by  Mr.  Goodsir  and  The  glenoid  cavity,  instead  of  retaining  its 
myself,)  appear  to  originate  in  the  same  natunl  shape,  was  quite  oval,  and  like  the 
organisation,  we  may  speculate  on  the  pro*  glenoid  cavity  of  the  scapula ;  and  instead  of 
bability  of  the  same  causes  operating  in  both  the  maxillary  eminence,  in  front,  there  was 
cases.  A  minute  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  one  uniform  oval  depression.  The  aspect  of 
the  involuntary  vibratile  dlia  seen  on  mu-  the  patient,  although  contorted,  differed  very 
oous  surfaces  among  the  higher  animals  is  remarkidily  from  the  case  brought  forward  by 
most  desirable. — Edinburgh  Monikly  Jour-  Mr.  Smith ;  in  Mr.  Adams's  ease  there  being 
nal  qf  Medicai  Science,  hypertrophy  of  one  side  instead  of  atrophy. 
ITie  disMse  is  not  always  confined  to  the 

CHRONIC  RHEUMATIC  ARTHRITIS  S^^.'^^'lSL^^SdSru:^^^^; 

OF  THE  JAW.  this  affection  of  the  iemporo-maxillary  arti- 

—  culation  had  not  been  noticed  by  writers.   In 

Mm.  AnAM«  presented  spechnens  of  chronic  the  case  which  he  brought  before  themeetmg, 

rheumatism  of  the  jointe,  or,a8  it  has  been  ^  progressof  the  disease  had  been  watched, 

termed,  chronicriieumaticarthritis.     He  had  tod  the  subsequent  dissection  had  proved  the 

on  former  occasions  exhibited  specimens  of  diagnosiB  to   be  correct.      He  would    not 

the  disease  in  almost  every  joint  of  the  body ;  "*«*«  M»y  *»rther  observations  on  the  subject, 

for  as  persons  affected  in  this  way  generally  ■»  he  had  already  published  his  vwws  in  the 

die  of  other  diseases,    an  opportunity  is  ^^JfP"^"*  ^,^??7  ,  o  •  Surgery.— 

afforded  for  making  post-mortem  examine.  x>i«*/iii  Journal  qf  Medical  betence, 

tiOns.  For  the  specimens  which  he  was  about  .   ■ 

to  hiy  before  tte  sode^,  he  WM  indebted  to  j^^    APPARATUS    FOR    OBLIQUE 

the  kindnese  of  Dr.  Kirkpatnck,  and  Dr.  viiArTTTltT?9  CW  THF  SHAFT 

Duncan.    In  this  instance  the  patient  died  FRACTURES  OF  THE  SHAFT 

of  acute  inflammation  of  the  larynx.    The  OF  THE  FEMUR, 

appearances  before  Mm  were  thoee  of  an  ad-  3^  ^  Focachon. 

vanced  stage  of  the  disease,  but  in  which  the  

morbid  alteration  was  not  complete.     Mr.  ~~~~ 

Haygarth,  of  Bath,  the  only  author  1H10  has  Tas  patient  being  placed  in  a  horizontal 

alluded  to  this  form  of  disease,  has  termed  it  posture,  a  bandage  is  applied  from  the  toes 

nodosity  of  the  jointe.     He  has  described  to  the  groin.    This  done,  two  double  bands, 

the  disease  hi  the  hands,  and  it  has  been  also  half  of  each  of  which  remains  loose,  are 

noticed  by  Sir  B.  Brodie.     Mr.  Adams  ex-  placed  by  the  sides  of  the  limb,  and  extend 

hibited  a  oast  of  a  hand  affected  with  this  from  within  a  short  distance  of  the  seat  of 

disease,  and  observed  that  no  one  had  as  yet  fraeture  for  about  a  yard  downwards.  These 

described  a  simUar  condition  of  tite  foot  or  are  intended  to  furnish  the  principal  fixed 

of  the  jaw.    The  disease  was  said  to  oemir  point  for  the  contmued    extension,  which 

only  in  persons  advanced  in  life,  but  it  has  M.  Petrequin,  the  inventor  of  this  method, 

been  seen  in  persons  from  thirty  to  forty.  oeSiM  permammi  paraiM  emitnaion. 

In  the  caae  before  him  there  was  deformity  To  fix  them  firmly  in  this  position,  they 

both  of  the  hand  and  foot.  The  disease  was  at-  are  starched,  or  covered  with  a  layer  of  dex- 

tendedwith  pain,  frequently  of  an  acute  oha*  trine,  and  then  rolled  round  with  another 


992 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 


bandage ;  and  tlieii  another  quantity  of 
Btarch  or  dextrine  is  applied  over  the  whole 
together.  An  assistant  constantly  keeping 
the  limb  in  a  horisontal  position,  and  at  the 
same  time  maintaining  some  extension  of  it, 
the  other  half  of  each  of  the  bands,  which 
was  hitlierto  left  loose,  is  now  implied  along 
either  side  of  the  limb,  and  arranged  like  ^e 
first,  so  as  to  go  to  the  same  distance  be- 
yond the  fbot  as  it  does.  Two  fresh  rollings 
of  the  bandage,  and  another  layer  of  starch, 
serre  to  fix  &is  band  in  jnst  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  first.  Six  or  eight  very  narrow 
and  flexible  splints,  almost  as  long  as  the 
femnr,  are  next  applied  over  the  fractnre, 
and  are  kept  in  place  by  a  bandage ;  and  if 
necessary,  a  second  lay^  of  splints,  and  ano- 
ther bandage,  are  added ;  and  then  the  whole 
are  well  starched,  to  fix  them  all  in  one  firm 
mass.  Long  rigid  splints,  with  two  pads, 
fix  the  limb  laterally,  as  in  the  method  com- 
monly employed,  tiill  the  solidification  of 
the  appantas  is  completed ;  and  two  flexi- 
ble splints  are  placed  behind,  and  two  in 
front  of  the  thigh,  in  order  that  the 
compreadon  may  be  made  methodically 
and  eqnally  over  every  part  of  the  limb. 
The  leg,  since  it  does  not  naturally  lie  in  the 
same  plane  as  the  thigh,  mnst  be  slightly 
raised  by  a  little  cnsliion,  so  as  to  bring  it 
to  the  same  level.  Tbe  apparatus  being 
thus  disposed,  and  having  dried,  the  constant 
extension  of  ^e  limb  is  made  by  means  of  a 
weight,  greater  or  less  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  which  is  fixed  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  two  bands  already 
described  as  passing  from  below  the  fracture 
to  beyond  the  foot,  and  which  are  carried 
over  a  rod  at  the  bed's  foot,  and  made  to 
slide  on  it  as  on  a  pulley. 

The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  extension 
are,  that  it  acts  over  a  considerable  extent  of 
the  limb  without  fatiguing  the  patient ;  that 
it  acts  only  on  the  lower  portion  of  the 
fractured  bone,  and  thus  more  effectually 
and  more  regularly ;  that  it  draws  umformly 
in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  limb,  and 
parallel  to  the  fractured  bone ;  that  it  pre- 
vents shortening,  and  that  the  patient  cannot 
escapefiromits  influenoeby  sliding  down  lower 
in  the  heA.-^UBxpMenee,  Mara  11,  1841. 

[The  mode  of  permanent  extension  by  a 
weight  is  far  from  novel,  but  the  apparatus 
described  is  rather  better  for  the  purpose 
than  any  we  have  seen.  It  might  ^  at  the 
same  time  improved  and  simpl&ed,  without 
altering  its  essential  excellences.] 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST  OP  OBNTLSMBN  ADMriTBD  MBMBXES. 
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— Oeoiige  Alexander  Waten.— Oeoife  Robert 
Ridley  .—William  Edward  Charies  Noone.— Jobn 
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Hare. 

Tu€9day  Auguit  31. 

Thomas  0*Beime.^William  Honina.— Wil- 
liam John  Bowden.  —  Robert  Mafcomaon.  — 
William  Theodore  Elliott.— John  Whitmore. 
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Causes  registered  in  the  Week,  ending 
Saturday,  the  4th  Sept.  1841. 

Small  Fdx 9 

Measles  SS 

Scarlatina  18 

Hooping  Cough  99 

Croup  7 

Thrush 9 

Diarrhcea 90 

Dysentery  4 

Cholera    i 

Inflaenza o 

Typhus S6 

Erysipelas s 

Syphilis  0 

Hydrophobia 0 

Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Nenrei,  and  Senses . .  137 
Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  Oigans  of 

Respiration 991 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels 91 

Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  other 

Organs  of  Digestion  71 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  frc s 

Childbed a 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Diseases  of  Uterus,  &c 4 

Rheumatism 9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c 4 

Ulcer 1 

FIstnU   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  frc 0 

Diaeasesof  Uncertain  Seat 91 

Old  Age  or  Natural  Decay 45 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  or  Intempe- 
rance     99 

Causes  not  specified 9 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 768 
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ir^/tff  EDifONTOV,  Latitude  hl^ZVZr'N. 
Longitude  0°  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwich. 


September, 
Wednesday  8 
Thursday  .  9 
Friday ...  10 
Saturday  .  II 
Sunday  •  .  19 
Monday  .  .  18 
Tuesday    .  14 


'Wind,  W.  on  the  8th ;  S.  on  the  9tb ;  SW.  on 
the  10th;  R.  on  the  11  th;  SE.  on  the  19th:  K. 
on  the  iSth ;  SE.  on  the  Uth. 

On  the  8th,  generally  dear.  The9th,cloBdy;a 
little  rain  fell  daring  the  morning.  Knee  re> 
markably  clear. 

Rain  fkllen  IllS  of  an  inch. 

Ch\ri.b8  Henry  Adaics. 

Wilson  ft  Ooi lvy,  57,  Skhiner  Street,  Loudon. 


THBaMOMETBB. 

Babombtsr. 

from  49to(M 

99*67  to  99*78 

61      69 

99-95       99*97 

81      88 

29^       9957 

85      71 

99*99       9997 

57      75 

9990       99*88 

55      75 

99-83       99*8* 

59      74 

99-89       99*78 
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Mr,  Partridge's  case  of,  in  which  tha 
vessel  was  Ued  internal  to  the  acalMnua 
mnscle,  666, 

of  the  trunk  of  the  superior  me- 


senteric artery,  Dr.  James  ArtharWilsoa^s 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Harding's  cua 

of,  947, 

Animal  magnetism  in  France  and  £n|land, 
editorial  observations  on,  617  ;  editerial 
obeervattons  on  M.  L*  Fontaine's  exhihi* 
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manofactare  of  anatomical  preparations, 
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I  tions,  on  the  recent  case.  Society  of  Apo- 
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Coileg.  Med.  Membro,  Acad.  Reg.  Monac 
Socio,  etc. ;  Xaverio  Landerer,  Phacmac. 
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Carbon,  on  the  conversion  of  into  silicon, 
556. 

Csrbonic  acid,  death  from  an  explosion  of, 
156. 

Carpenter's,  Dr.  lectures  on  the  functions 
of  the  nervous  system,  see  **  Nervous  sys- 
tem. Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter  cm  the  func- 
tions of  the.'' 

Carson,  Dr.  J.  C.  L.  on  the  effects  of  iodide 
of  potassium,  911. 

Catalepsy,  Dr.  Watson's  lecture  on,  481. 

Catarrh,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  varieties  of,  881. 

Catheter,  compound,  Mr.  John  Croxton 
Foulkes'  answer  to  Dr.  Buchanan's  letter 
on  his,  47 ;  remarks  oo  the,  by  '*  Chiror- 
gus,"  77  I  reply  to  Mr.  Foulkes  and 
"  Cbirurgus,"  by  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Bucha- 
nan, 237. 

Central  Medical  Reform  Association,  address 
from  the,  on  the  subject  of  medical  re- 
form, 732. 


Chest  and  spine,  Mr.  John  Snow  en  dis- 
tortions of  the,  in  childreOf  from  enlarge- 
ment of  the  abdomen,  112. 

Chevers*s,  Mr.  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  phthisis,  782. 

Child- crowing,  or  spurious  croup,  Dr.  Wat- 
son on,  807. 

Chorea.  Mr.  Southam  on  the  use  of  splints 
in,  254. 

Dr.  Watson's  lecture  on,  401 ;  other 

nerrous  disorders  to  which  the  same  name 
has  been  applied,  406. 

Christie,  Mr.  on  congenital  opacity  of  the 
cornea,  227. 

Churchill's,  Dr  Fleetwood,  researches  on 
operative  midwifery,  reviewed,  280. 

Cicatrices,  cancer  of,  substance  cf  a  clinical 
lecture  on,  by  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins,  872. 

Ciliary  motion,  Mr.  Forbes  on  the  cause  of, 
990. 

Circulation,  Dr.  Williams  on  some  points 
in  the  pathology  of  the,  being  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Gulstonian  lectures  for  1841, 
6(}6,  637,  679,  718. 

Cleft  palate,  Mr.  Adamses  case  of,  151. 

Climate  of  Texas,  information  respecting 
the,  399. 

Clinical  Lectures,  delivered  at  the  Hard« 
wicke  Fever  Hospital,  Dublin,  during  the 
session  1840  41,  by  Dr.  Corrigan  : — Lec- 
ture III.  Fever,  No.  1,  It  ;  present 
epidemic  a  primary  or  secondary  dis- 
ease ?  ib. ;  cases,  ib. ;  considerations  on 
pathology  in  relation  to  treatment,  12. 
Lwrr.  IV,— Fever,  No.  2,  89. 
LicT.  V. — Fever,  No.  3,  nature  of 
fever,  and  principles  of  its  treatment,  171 ; 
rate  of  mortality,  ib. ;  importance  of 
attending  to  the  state  of  the  bladder,  and 
necessity  of  using  the  catheter,  ib. ;  cer- 
tain remedies  to  be  avoided,  particularly 
bleeding,  sndorifics,  and  purgatives,  172. 
Lect,  VI.— Fever,  No.  4,  mode  of 
surveying  a  case  of  fever,  251 ;  lesion  of 
cerebral  function,  ib.  ;  want  of  sleep  and 
its  effects,  252 ;  treatment  by  local  de- 
pletion, ib. ;  observations  on  cold  and 
opium,  ib. 

Lect.  VIL— Fever,  No.  5:  case  of 
Gray,  298 ;  postmortem  examination  of, 
shewing  that  death  had  occurred  without 
any  structural  lesion,  ib.;  follicular  ente- 
ritis, cases  of  Cope  and  Porcell,*  299 ; 
treatment  of  follicular  enteritis  by  sponge 
suppositories,  300  ^  case  of  Graham,  ib. ; 
peculiar  forms  of  pneumonia,  ib. 

Lect.  VI 1 1. —Fever,  No.  6:  lesion  of 
function  of  respiration,  490;  pulmonic 
derangement  and  nervous  derangement, 
ib. ;  treatment,  492  ;  lesions  of  pulmonic 
circulation,  ib. 

Club-foot,  Mr.  Weight's  cases  of,  298. 

College  of  Physicians,  remarks  on  the,  by  a 
"  Aofessor  in  the  School  of  Physic  in 
Ireland,"  46  ;  editorial  observations  on 
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reform  in  tLe,  477  ;  a  bint  to  the  college, 
by  Senez,  479;  liBt  of  the  new  fellows, 
587 ;  progress  of  self-refoim  in  the,  660. 

College  of  Surgeons,  notice  respecting  the 
surgical  lectures,  400 ;  Mr.  O.  J.  Gulhrie 
appointed  president  of  the,  and  Messrs. 
Andrews  and  White  vice-presidents,  for 
the  jeax  ensuing,  672. 

Collegiate  system  in  medical  schools,  edi- 
torial observations  on  the  advantages  of 
the  adoption  of  the,  792. 

Collier's  Mr.cases  of  cynanche  tonsillaris,758. 

Compound  catheter,  reply  to  Mr.  Foulkes 
and  *'  Cbirurgus,*'  by  a  Pupil  of  Dr. 
Buchanan,  337  ;  remarks  on  the,  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Bell,  316. 

■  nature  of  some  of  the  supposed 

elementary  substances — conversion  of  car- 
bon into  silicon,  .556. 

Constipation,  Mr.  Lord*s  case  of  hsmor- 
rhage  from,  787. 

Ccntre-CQup  on  the  brain,  two  cases  illus- 
trating some  effects  of,  €7, 

Convulsions,  case  of,  following  an  old  injury 
of  the  head,  cured  by  the  application  of 
the  trephine,  157. 

■  puerperal,  Dr.  Cory's  oase  of— 

artificial  delivery  of  twins,  533. 

Cooper,  Sir  A.  P.,  Bart,  account  of  the  last 
illness  of,  and  examination  of  his  body 
after  death,  78. 

— —  Mr.  Samuel,  clinical  lectures  deli- 
vered at  University  College  Hospital:— 
Strangulated  femoral  hernia  in  a  male 
subject ;  operation  i  gangrene  of  the 
bowel ;  recovery,  38  ;  traumatic  tetanus, 
4t ;  diffused  popliteal  aneurism,  234 ;  dis- 
location of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  on 
the  sixth  without  fracture,  S3S ;  disloca- 
tion of  the  ulna  from  the  humerus  up- 
wards and  outwards,  with  fracture  or  se- 
paration of  the  coronoid  process,  795; 
fracture  of  the  internal  condyle  of  the 
humerns,  f  06  ;  syphilitic  iritis,  ib. ;  case 
of  wound  of  the  brachial  artery,  798. 

Mr.  W.  W.  on  syphilitic  iritis,  759 ; 


on  purulent  ophthalmia  in  the  infant,  823. 

Cornea,  Mr.  Christie  on  congenital  opacity 
of  the,  337. 

— — —  Mr.  Middlemore  on  congenital  opa- 
city of  the,  315. 

Coroner's  inquest  — unfounded  imputation 
on  a  medical  sentleman,  306. 

Corpuscles  of  the  blood,  remarks  on  some 
late  observations  concerning  the,  by  "  A 
General  Practitioner,"  474. 

Corrigan,  Dr.  clinical  lectures  delivered 
by — see  Clinical  lectures. 

Cory's,  Dr.  case  of  puerperal  convulsions-— 
artificial  delivery  of  twins,  533. 

Court  of  Queen's  Bench— report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries V.  Greenough,  446. 

Cox*s  hints  for  invalids  about  to  visit  Na- 
pies,  reviewed,  355. 


Craninm,  compound  fracture  of  the.  Dr.  J. 
C.  Hall's  additional  cases  of,  with  re- 
marks, 836. 

Cretinism,  Dr.  Watson  on,  677,  705. 

-»— —  Dr.  Guggenbtthl  on  the  cure  of, 
800. 

Curling's,  Mr.  T.  B.  cases  of  ptosis  and  ec- 
tropium,  16;  observations  on  the  strao- 
ture  of  the  gubemaculum,  and  the  descent 
of  the  testis  in  the  foetus,  98. 

Cynanche  parotidiea,  Dn  Watson  on,  7.S7. 

— tonsiilaris,  Mr.  Collier's  cases  of, 

treated  by  gum  guaiacum,  758. 

— —  tracbealis,  Dr.  Watson  on,  80t. 


D. 


Daniell,  Professor,  on  the  spontaneous  evo- 
lution of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the 
waters  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
and  of  other  localities,  669, 700. 

Danish  medical  reports,  cases  from  the,  45. 

Davies's,  Dr.  Henry,  case  of  three  children 
at  a  birth,  307. 

Dea&ess,  Mr.  Vearsley  on  the  operation  of 
puncturing  the  membrana  tympani  in, 
430. 

Demeaux*s,  M.  remarkable  cases  of  hernia, 
880. 

Diabetes,  Dr.  £.  Stanley  on,  903. 

Diaphragm,  Mr.  Morgan's  case  of  congeni- 
tal aperture  in  the,  390« 

Dickson's,  Dr.  Robert,  observations  on  the 
treatment  of  aneurisms,  63. 

Diefilenbach's  operation  for  stammering,  re- 
marks on,  by  Dr.  Frans,  814. 

Digestion,  morbid,  Dr«  Goldiae  Bird's  coa- 
tributions  to  the  patholonf  <"  some  forms 
of,  571 ;  abstract  and  differential  pro|>er- 
ties  of  healthy  saliva,  573 ;  acid  and  al- 
kaline state  of  saliva,  574 ;  chemical 
composition  of  saliva,  575,  577;  ingre^ 
dients  of  other  animal  fluids,  ib. ;  those 
proper  to  saliva,  and  distinguishing  it 
from  analogous  secretions,  ib.;  snlpho- 
cyanogen  considered  as  the  charaeteitstic 
element  of  saliva,  643 ;  peculiarities  pre- 
seated  by  saliva  when  secreted  in  excess, 
under  the  influence  of  disease  or  of  medi- 
cines, 643  ;  cases — saliva  of  hysteric  pCy- 
alism,  644 ;  saliva  from  mercurial  ptya- 
Hsm,  645 ;  saliva  from  creasota  ptyaUam, 
ib. ;  saliva  from  temporary  ptyalism,  ex- 
cited by  chlorine,  646 ;  saliva  from  ptya« 
Hsm  firflowing  the  administration  of  iodine, 
ib. ;  action  of  reagents  on  saliva  of  ptya-* 
lism,  contraste«l  with  the  healthy  secre- 
tion, 646,  733 ;  acid  or  alkaline  state  of 
gastric  colourless  fluids,  734;  specific 
gravity  and  physical  characters  of  the 
vomited  fluids,  735 ;  pyrosis,  apparently 
idiopathic,  859;  gastrorbesa,  apparently 
unconnected  with  any  stmctoral  lesion, 
860. 
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Digitalis,  Dr.  Burton  on  the  dubious  effi- 
cacy* and  negligent  preparation  of,  419  ; 
tabular  view  of  the  densities  and  colours 
of  the  tincture  of,  and  the  weights  of  ei- 
tracC  obtained  from  equal  measures  of 
eight  varieties,  423. 

Diseases  of  Europeans,  Mr.  Macpherson  on 
the  treatment  of  the,  in  India,  547. 

Diseases  of  the  ear,  Mr.  Toynbee's  patho. 
logical  and  surgical  observations  on,  589. 

Dislooation  of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra 
on  the  siith  without  fracture,  Mr.  Samuel 
Cooper's  case  of,  236. 

Dislocation  of  the  ulna  from  the  humerus, 
clinical  remarks  on  a  case  of,  by  Mr.  S. 
Cooper,  798. 

Dislocations  and  fractures  in  the  cervical 
part  of  the  vertebral  column.  Dr.  Schuk*s 
cases  of,  566. 

Distortions  of  the  chest  and  spine  in  children 
from  enlargement  of  the  abdomen,  Mr. 
John  Snow  on,  112. 

Division  of  medical  labour.  Dr.  Hull  on  the, 
583. 

Dodd's,  Mr.  ease  of  plurality  of  children  at 
a  birth,  384. 

Donovan,  Mr.  oo  the  efficacy  of  the  liquor 
hydriodatis  arsenici  et  bydrargyri,  in  the 
treatment  of  psoriasis,  lepra,  and  lapus, 
765. 

Dropsy,  Dr.  Peyton  Blakiston  on  defective 
closure  of  the  tricuspid  foramen  as  a  fre- 
quent cause  of,  745. 

Druitt's,  Mr.  surgeou*s  vade  meeum,  re- 
viewed, 726. 

Durrant's,  Dr.  cases: — Pneumonia,  with 
secretion  of  air  into  tbe  cavity  of  the 
pleura,  252  ;  hydmria,  with  deposition  of 
phosphates,  261 ;  dysnria  following  an 
attack  of  measles,  262. 
Dysnria  following  an  attack  of  measles, 
Dr.  Dttrrant*ft  case  of,  262. 


£. 


Ear,  Mr.  Toynbee's  pathological  and  surgi- 
cal observations  on  diseases  of  the,  589. 

Ectropium  and  ptosis,  cases  of,  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  T.  B.  Curling,  16. 

Editorial  irticlis:— Cambridge  studies, 
32;  on  medical  colleges,  71 ;  Sir  Charles 
Bell  on  medical  reform,  120;  improve- 
ment of  madhouses,  153 ;  the  new  regu- 
lations in  tbe  University  of  Cambridge, 
1 99 ;  management  of  the  poor  in  Scot- 
land,  230  J  *'  practical  remarks"  oo  re- 
form, 28i ;  tbe  medical  school  eiamina- 
tions,  309;  the  state  of  the  profession, 
356 ;  tbe  anatomy  bill,  395  ;  medical 
education,  439 ;  reform  in  the  College  of 
Physicians,  477;  Apothecaries  v.  Che- 
mists, 504,  553;  the  new  parks,  583; 
animal  magnetism  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, 617;  progress  of  self-reform  in  the 
College  of  Physicians,  660 ;   the  repre. 


sentationof  the  profession  iu  parliament, 
692;  the  pharmaceutical  society,  726; 
animal  magnetism,  762 ;  the  collegiate 
system  in  medical  schools,  792 ;  detection 
of  arsenic,  835;  on  the  management  of 
the  insane,  869  ;  on  the  study  of  insanity, 
916;  is  medicine  entitled  to  rank  as  a 
science]  918;  the  Society  of  Apotheca- 
ries V.  Oreenough,  9.50 ;  on  the  study  of 
special  parts  of  medicine,  980. 

Edncation,  medical,  editorial  observations 
on,  439. 

Encephalitis,  Dr.  Kingston  on  a  fatal  case 
of,  with  hemplegia,  immediately  excited 
by  cantharides,  in  consequence  of  intense 
predisposition  from  basilar  and  internal 
carotid  aneurisms,  668. 

Elevating  bedstead,  description  of  Mr. 
Lake's,  274. 

Elliston,  Dr.  and  his  pupils,  233. 

England,  Dr. -on  the  production  6f  malaria 
after  inundations  from  the  sea,  790. 

Enlargement  of  the  bursa  in  front  of  the 
patella,  cured  by  rupturing  it,  318. 

Ergot,  Dr.  Fife  on  the  use  of,  497. 

Erichsen,  Mr.  on  the  formation  of  artificial 
anus  in  adults,  for  the  relief  of  retention 
of  the  fasces,  189, 223. 

— "— >  's,  Mr.  case  of  poisoning  by  opium, 
in  which  electricity  was  employed  with 
success,  390. 

Epistaxis,  Dr.  Watson  on,  673. 

Everard's,  Dr.  case  of  hepatic  abscess  cured 
by  early  puncture,  568. 

Extacy,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  condition  of  the 
patient  in,  482* 

F. 

Farr's,  Mr.  report  on  the  mortality  of  lu- 
natics, 328. 

Femoral  vein,  Mr.  Samuel  Hadwen  on 
wounds  of  the,  in  operations  for  aneu- 
rism, 109. 

Fevers,  typhus  or  eontinued,  an  «as^  on  tbe 
sources  of,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  of 
Barrhead,  92, 140, 174. 

Fever,  intermittent,  Dr.  Watson  on,  513, 
561. 

Fife's,  Dr.  case  of  otitis  complicated  with 
cerebral  disease,  353. 

,  on  the  use  of  ergot,  497. 

Flexible  stethoscope,  reply,  by  Dr.  Qoldiog 
Bird,  to  some  observations  oy  Dr.  Bume 
in  a  paper  describiogthe,  510. 

-  Dr.  Bume's  rejoinder 
to  Dr.  Golding  Bird's  note  raspectiag  tbe, 
590;  final  nou,  768. 

Fowler,  Dr.  Richard,  on  galvanism,  494. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  joint,  M.  Goyrand  s 
cases  of,  dislodged  by  snboataaeoiis  inci- 
sions, 960. 

Fracture  of  the  second  lumbar  ▼ertebra, 
withoot  paralysis,  case  of,  157. 

L BkuU  and  of  the  second 

lumbar  vertebra,  without  pandyns.  1*8, 
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Fracture  of  the  internal  condyle  of  the 
bomeruSy  clinical  remarks  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Cooper  on  a  case  of,  798. 

Fractures,  compound,  of  the  cranium,  Dr.  J. 
C.  Hall's  additional  cases  of,  with  re- 
marks, 826. 

Franz,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  luscitas  spastica, 
433 1  on  luscitaM,  with  some  observations 
on  the  pathology  of  the  ophthalmic  mus- 
cles, and  on  some  other  points  connected 
with  strabismos,  60  ;  account  of  the  re- 
sult of  a  case  in  which  Dieffenbarh's 
operation  for  stammerin{(;  was  performed, 
with  observations,  814;  memoir  of  the 
case  of  a  gentleman  bom  blind,  and  suc- 
cessfully operated  upon  in  the  18th  year 
of  his  age,  with  physiological  observations 
and  experiments,  957, 987. 

French,  ancient  use  of,  at  Cambridge,  159. 

Fungus  bematodes,  Mr.  T.  Abrahsun's  case 
of,  910. 


G. 


Galvanism,  Dr.  Richard  Fowler  on,  49^; 
Mr.  Robinson  on,  495. 

Gardner,  Mr.  on  an  indigenous  remedy  for 
gonorrlKBa,  700;  on  the  employment  of 
Senecio  Jacobcsa  in  gonorrhoea,  and  oaa 
method  of  sdaking  bauam  of  copaiba  into 
pills,  877. 

Genitals,  Mr.  Grantham's  ease  of  malfor- 
mation of  the,  791. 

Glanders, Dr.  Hutton's  case  of,  in  the  human 
subject,  734. 

Glasgow  College— medical  reform,  287. 

Goyxand's,  M.  cases  of  foreign  bodies  in 
the  joints  dislodged  by  subcutaneous  inci- 
sions, 959. 

Gold-pin;  a,  extracted  from  the  urethra,  by 
Dr.  Boinet,  9t7. 

Gonorrhoea,  Mr.  Gardner  on  an  indigenous 
remedy  for,  700 ;  on  the  employment  of 
Senecio  Jacoboea  in,  and  on  a  method  of 
making  balsam  of  copaiabainto  pills,  877. 

*  note  firom  Mr.  Bentley  respect- 

ing the  employment  of  Senecio  Jacoboea 
as  a  remedy  for,  768. 

Grantham*s  Mr.  case  of  malformation  of  the 
genitals,  791 ;  case  of  rupture  of  the 
rectus  femoris,  948. 

Granville,  Dr.  on  the  waters  of  Shotley 
Bridge  Spa,  in  Durham,  448. 

Greek  Pharmacopoeia,  reviewed,  308. 

Gregory's  Dr.'  biographical  memoii  of  the 
late  Mr.  John  Win kfield,  202. 

Gubemaculum,  observations  on  the  struc- 
ture of  the,  and  the  descent  of  the  testis 
in  the  foBtus,  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Curling,  98. 

Guggenbohl,  Dr.  on  the  cure  of  cretinism, 
800. 

Gum  gnaiacum,  Mr.  Collier's  cases  of 
cynanche  tonsillaris  treated  by,  758. 

Guy's  Hospital  clinical  report  society,  notice 
of  the,  238. 


H. 


Hadwen,  Mr.  Samuel*  on  wounds  of  the 
femoral  vein  in  operations  for  aneurism* 
109. 

Hiemorrhage,  uterine,  case  of,  S64w 

Hall's,  Mr.  C.  Radclyffe,  two  cases  of  ptosis, 
306. 

Hall's,  Dr.  J.  C.  additional  cases  and  re- 
marks on  compound  fractures  of  the  cra- 
nium, 826. 

Halton,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  anearism  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  in  which  a  ligature  was 
successfully  applied ,'443. 

Hand-Book,  Dr.  Isenbee's,  of  the  history  vf 
European  Medicine,  reviewed ,  394. 

Harding's,  Mr.  John  Fosse,  case  of  ovariaa 
dropsy,  473;  angina  pectoris,  947. 

Harrison,  Professor,  account  by,  of  the 
effect  of  a  ligature  upon  the  femoral  artery, 
623. 

Harrowgate  water,  Dr.  Granville's  obser- 
vations on,  367. 

Hawkins's,  Mr.  Cesar,  clinical  lectures* 
delivered  at  St  George's  Hospital:— On 
serous  or  aqueous  encysted  tumors,  838  ; 
on  cancer  of  cicatrices,  872  ;  on  cbeloid 
tumors,  919;  on  injuries  of  the  head, 
953,983. 

Hfemorrhage,  Mr.  Lord's  case  of,  from  con- 
stipation, 787. 

Head,  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins's  clinical  lecture 
on  injuries  of  the,  953, 983. 

Heart,  Mr.  J.  H.  Moore  on  the  pathology, 
physical  signs,  and  treatment  of  valvular 
disease  of  the,  in  connection  with  the 
sounds  of  this  organ,  543. 

Hemicrania,  Dr.  Watson  on,  490. 

Hepatic  abscess,  cases  of,  treated  by  explo- 
ration and  puncture,  566. 

Hernia,  strangulated  femoral,  in  a  male 
subject,  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper's  remarks  on 
a  case  of,  38. 

femoral,  in  the  male,  Mr  .Buchanan's 

case  of,  144. 

strangulated,  Mr.  Luke  on  the  opera- 


tion for,  863. 

remarkable  cases  of,  related  by  M. 


Demaux,  880. 
Hint  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  by  Senex» 

479. 
Hints  for  invalids  about  to  visit  Naples,  by 

Dr.  Cox,  reviewed,  355. 
Hip  disease  and  lumbar  abscess,  Mr. William 

Oliver  Chalk  on,  24. 
Hocken's,  Dr.  Ulustrations  of  the  pathology 

and  treatment  of  the  amauroses,  499. 
Hodson,  Thomas,  Esq.  late  of  Lewes,  notice 

of  the  death  of,  399. 
Holthouse's,  Mr.  remarks  on  Mr.  T.  fi.  Cur- 
ling's new  method   of  curing  paralytic 

ptosis  by  operation,  152. 
Hope,  Dr.  notice  of  the  death  of,  398. 
Hospital,  a  new,  about  to  be  erected  in  Paris 

848,  • 
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Hospitals,  di0,  of  Mete,  4S. 

Hoatton,  Mr.  note  from,  mpectiog  the  me- 
dical reform  meetingB  in  St«  Marylebone, 
€79. 

Unil,  Dr.  on  the  division  of  medical  labour, 
578. 

's.  Dr.  paper  on  medical  reform,  an- 
swered by  Dr.  Ayres,  663. 

Homeres,  climcal  wmaiks  by  Mr.  S.  Cooper 
on  a  case  of  fracture  of  ihe  iDtemal  coo- 
dyieoftbe,  798. 

Hunter,  Dr.  Robert,  on  eubcntaneous  opert- 
tioDs  in  snrgeiT,  18. 

of  Glasgow,  dinner  given  to 

him  on  his  retiring  from  the  chair  of  the 
Anderaonian  University,  960. 

Hutton'e,  Dr.  case  of  glanders  in  the  hnman 
subject,  734. 

Hunt,  Mr.  R.  T.  on  ptosis,  111. 

Hydrocephalus,  chronic.  Dr.  Watson  on,  1. 

Hydrocele,  on  a  new  treatment  of^  by  M. 
Jobert,  51 1. 

Hydruria,  with  deposition  of  phosphates,  Dr. 
Durrant's  case  of,  S61. 

Hysteria,  Dr.  Watson*s  lecture  oo,  451. 


I. 


Indian  practice,  Mr.  Macpberson's  notes  on 
some  pointsof,  546 ;  diseases  of  Europeans : 
feYen,547 ;  cholera,  548 ;  delirium  tremens, 
ib.$  hepatitis,  549;  surgery,  550;  diseases 
of  natives,  ib. 

Influenza,  Dr.  Watson  on  the  treatment  of, 
938. 

Injuries  of  the  head,  Mr.  Cssar  Hawl^ins's 
clinical  lecture  on,  953. 

Inorganic  compounds,  Mr.  Blake  on  the 
action  of  certain,  when  introduced  directly 
into  the  blood,  77. 

Insane,  editorial  observations  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the,  869. 

Instinct,  Dr.  Adams*s  observations  on,  963, 

Inundations  from  the  sea.  Dr.  England  on 
the  production  of  malaria  after,  790. 

Inversion  of  the  nail.  Dr.  Payan  on  the 
treatment  of,  692. 

Iodine,  Dr.  Leigh  on  the  employment  of, 
in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  394. 

Iodide  of  potassium,  Dr.  J.  C.  L.  Carson  on 
the  effects  of,  91 1. 

Iris,  on  the  functions  of  the,  by  '*  Zeta,'*  69, 

Iritis  occurring  soon  after  the  eihibition  of 
a  mercurial  course,  cured  by  a  subsequent 
course,  560. 

Iritis,  syphilitic,  Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper's  re- 
marks on  the  treatment  of,  with  cases,  758. 

Is  medicine  entitled  entitled  to  rank  as  a 
science?  remarks  suggested  by  recent 
proceedings  of  the  British  Association,  918. 

Isenbee's,  Dr.  hand-book  of  the  history  of 
European  medicine,  reviewed,  394. 


J. 


Jobert,  M.  on  a  new  treatment  of  hydrocele* 
511. 


K. 


Kennedy,  Mr.  on  the  climate  of  Texas,  399. 

King's,  Mr.  T.  Wilkinson,  physiological  re- 
flections on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
angina  pectoris,  183,  337,  527,  653,  689. 

Kingston's,  Dr.  case  of  fatal  encephalitis, 
with  hemiplegia,  immediately  excited  by 
cantharides,  in  consequence  of  intense 
predisposition  from  basilar  and  internal 
carotid  aneurism.  668. 

Kirk's,  Mr.  midwifery  case,  830. 

Knox,  Dr.  of  Edinburgh,  the  report  of  his 
being  about  to  leave  this  country,  con- 
tracted, 592. 


L. 


Labours,  diflicult,  Dr.  Jsmes  Borrett  on  the 
use  of  the  vectis,  or  single-blade  ex- 
tractors, in  cases  of,  648,  683. 

Laryngitis,  chronic,  with  pertussis,  in  a  pa- 
tient, let.  49,  treated  at  the  London  Dis- 
pensary, by  Dr.  C.  J.  C.  Aldis,  47. 

■  —  acute,  Dr.  Watson  on,  769;  se- 

condary laryngitis,  776. 

Lawrie's,  Dr.  J.  Adair,  case  of  procidentia 
uteri,  cured  by  the  actual  cautery,  757. 

Lee's,  Mr.  Edwin,  surgical  letters  from 
Paris,  No.  I.  36;  No.  II.  Ii4;  on  stsm. 
mering,  and  the  methods  for  its  removal, 
267,301,349,385,400. 

-> —  Dr.  Robert,  clinical  reports  of  diiBcult 
cases  in  midwifery,  897. 

Leigh,  Dr.  on  iodine  in  phthisis  pulmonalis* 
394. 

Ligature  of  the  common  carotid  artery  in  a 
case  of  aneurism  on  the  side  of  the  face, 
Mr.  Barrage  on,  393. 

Liagualis  muscle.  Dr.  James  Mercer  on  the 
structure  and  uses  of  the,  and  its  relations 
to  those  of  the  panniculus  carnosus,  346. 

Liquor  hydriodatis  arsenici  et  hydrargyri, 
Mr.  Donovan  on  the  efficacy  of,  in  the 
treatment  of  psoriasis,  lepra,  and  lupus, 
765. 

Local  baths,  account  of  M.  Mayor's  appara- 
tus for,  736. 

London  Dispensary  j-— Dr.  C.  J.  C.  Aldis's 
case  of  chronic  laryngitis,  with  pertussis, 
in  a  patient  at.  49. 

London  University  Examiners,  284, 

Lonsdale,  Dr.  demonstrator  of  anatomy. 
King's  College,  Edinburgh,  testimonial  to 
by  bis  pupils,  560. 

Lord's,  Mr.  case  of  hemorrhage  from  eoo- 
stapation,  787. 
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Lower  jaw,  immobility  of  the ;  diTisioii  of 
masBeter  muscle  of  toe  right  side,  317. 

Lttkb's,  Mr.  elevating  bedstead,  description 
of,  274 ;  on  the  operation  for  strangulated 
hernia,  863. 

Lumbar  abscess  and  hip  disease,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Oliver  C!halk  on,  24. 

Lunatic  asylums,  an  association  of  the  me- 
dical officers  of,  proposed,  622. 

Lunatics,  Mr.  Farr's  report  on  the  mortality 
of,  328. 

■  opinion  respecting  the  application 

of  restraint  to,  from  the  report  of  the 
Gloucester  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  622. 

Lung,  Dr.  Munk  on  the  syphilitic  diseases 
of  the,  179,  218. 

Luscitas,  Dr.  Franz  on,  vvith  some  observa. 
tions  on  the  jpathology  of  the  ophthalmic 
muscles,  ana  on  some  other  points  con- 
nected with  strabismus,  611. 

■     spastica,  Dr.  Frans  on  a  case  of, 
433. 


M. 


M'Grigor's,  Mr.  case  of  acute  hepatitis,  567. 

Mackenzie,  Dr.  W.  on  the  insertions  of  the 
straight  muscles,  30 ;  on  the  physiology  of 
Tision,  reviewed,  868;  on  the  cure  of 
strabismus  by  surgical  operation,  reviewed, 
949. 

^— — • Mr.  on  a  peculiar  state  of  the 

blood,  551. 

Mackness*s,  Dr.  case  of  ptosis  relieved  with, 
out  an  operation,  617. 

Maclean's,  Mr.  case  of  hepatic  abscess  ex- 
plored and  punctured,  568. 

Macpherson's,  Mr.  notes  on  some  points  of 
Indian  practice,  546. 

Madhouses,  editorial  obserrations  on  the 
improvement  of,  353. 

Magnetism,  animal,  in  France  and  England, 
editorial  article  respecting,  617. 

Malaria,  Dr.  England  on  the  production  of, 
after  inundations  from  the  sea,  791. 

Malformation  of  the  genitals,  Mr.Grantham's 
case  of,  791. 

Management  of  the  poor  in  Scotland,  edi- 
torial observations  on  the,  230. 

■ insane,  editorial  obser- 
vations on  the,  869. 

Materia  medica,  notice  of  the  intended  ex- 
hibition,  by  Mr,  Battley,  of  samples  of 
drugs,  &c.  at  the  College  of  Physicians, 
928. 

Mavo,  Dr.  notice  of  the  appointment  of,  as 
physician  to  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmanr, 
80.      ' 

Medical  Association  of  Ireland,  proceedings 
of  council,  879. 

•— ^-—  attendance  on  the  poor,  probable 
change  in  the  plan  of,  587. 

'  ■  colleges,  editorial  remarks  on,  71, 


Medical  fragments  relating  to  a  general  sya- 
tern  of  sea-bathing  and  sea-baCht ,  and  the 
question  of  the  identity  of  cow-pox  and 
small -pox,  by  Dr.  Charles  Mubry ;  edited, 
%ith  some  additions,  by  Dr.  A.  Miihry, 
reviewed,  356. 

labour.  Dr.  Hull  on  the  division  ofr 

.578. 

— '  reform,  letter  on,  by  •«  A  Pioeincial 

Physician,"  75. 

editorial  observations  on  Sir 


Charles  Bell's  letter  to  the  members  of 
Parliament  for  the  city  of  Edinboigb,  on 
the  two  bills  for  the  improvement  of  tlio 
medical  profession,  120. 

letters  on ,  by  *«  A  Reformer*' 

and  '<A  General  Practitioner,"  12d. 

remarks  on,  by  a  "  Profeseor 


in  the  School  of  Physic  in  ureland,"  312. 
■  observations    on,    by    Riii 


.£sculapii,  589. 

Dr.  Ayres  on,  in  roply  to 


Dr.  Hull,  663. 

address  of  the  Central  Me- 


dical Reform  Association  on  the  subject 
of,  732. 

recent  proceedings  of   the 


College  of  Physicians,  by  "  Philodemos, 
359. 

Glasgow  College,  287 

meetings  in  St.  Marylebone, 


note  from  Mr.  Joseph  Houlton  respecting, 

672. 

Medical  school  examinatioos,  editorial  re- 
marks on  the,  309. 

— ^   schools,  the,  287. 

— — —  the  American^  number  of 
students  at  the,duriog  the  past  season,  622. 
editorial    article    recom- 


mending the  adoption  d  the  CoUigiate 
system  m  the,  792. 

Membrani  tympani,  Mr.  Yearsley  on  the 
operation  for  puncturing  the,  in  dealaess, 
430. 

Mercer,  Dr.  James,  on  the  atrvdure  and 
uses  of  the  liogualis  muscle,  and  its  rela- 
tions to  those  oif  the  pannkulus  eamosos, 
346. 

Mercurial  tremor.  Dr.  Watson  on,  450. 

—  parotitis,  Dr.  Watson  on,  738. 

Mesmerism,  editorial  observations  on,  with 
reference  particularly  to  recent  ezhibitioos 
by  M.  Lafontaine  at  the  Hanover  Sqaara 
Rooms,  765. 

Meteorological  Journal,  48,  128,  208,  240, 
288.  320,  368,  400,  448,  480,  512,  660, 
592,  624,  672,  736,  768,  800,  848,  880, 
928,  960,  992. 

Mets,  the  hospitals  of,  43. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  on  congenital  opacity  of 
the  cornea,  315. 

Midwifery,  an  interesting  case  in,  related  by 
Mr.  Kirii,  830. 

Dr.  Robert  Lie's  reporU  of  difi. 

cult  cases  of,  897. 


INDEX.  1001 

MoBthly  list  of  drngt  on  tale  in  the  Eoglish  Nervoui  ayniem^  Mr.  Solly  on  the  patholoey 

flMurkrt,  with  their   prices   and    several  of  thA,  536* 

•  duties,  from  the   official   retaros  up  to    ■  of  vertebra  ta,  Dr.  W.  B. 

April.  13,  1841,  J39  j  559 ;  847.  Carpenter  on  the,  57. 

Moore,  Mr.  T.  H.  on  the  pathology,  physical  Neuralgia,  Dr.  Watson  on  the,  482. 

sijpis,  and  treatment  of  ralvular  diseases  North  of  England  Mediesl  Association,  906. 

oi  the  heart,  in  connection  with  the  sounds 

of  this  organ,  542. 

MorgBn*s,  Mr.  case  of  congenital  aperture  O. 

in  the  diaphragm,  390. 

Mortality  of  lunatics,  Mr.  FarrVreport  on  Oberdoeoffer»  M.  Che  sesqui-iodide  of  iron 

the,  328.  proposed  by,  as  a  substitute  for  the  iodide, 

■          — ,  table  of,  for  the  metropolis,  48,  511. 

80, 128,  208, 240, 320, 368,  400.  448, 480,  Obituary :— Dr.  Hope,  398 ;  Mr.  Hodson, 

512,  560.  592,  624,  672,  704,  768,  800,  late  of  Lewes,  399. 

848, 880,  928,  960,  992.  (Edema,  remarkable,  in  the  arm  of  a  female, 

Mortimer's,  Dr.  case  of  abscess  of  the  liver,  alternating  with  the  state  of  tha  menstrual 

punctured,  566.  discharge,  238. 

Morton's,  Mr.  surgical  anatomy  of  inguinal  Opacity   of   the    comes,    congenital,   Mr. 

hernia,  the  testis,  and  its  coverings,  re-  Middlemore  on,  315. 

Tiewed,  395,  Ophthalmia,  purulent,  Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper's 

Morton,  Mr.  elected  assistant  surgeon  to  observations  on,  in  the  infant,  822. 

University  College  Hospital,  928.  Opium  mixed  with  superacetate  of  lead,  in 

Mouatt's,  Dr.  three  cases  of  hepatic  abscess,  a  large  dose,  swallowed  with  impnni^, 

in  which  the  exploratory  needle  was  used,  316. 

%M^I.'  Tx  — ,  Mr.  Erichsen's  case  of  poisoning  by, 

Munk,  Dr.  William,  on  the  syphilitic  dis-  in  which  electricity  waa  employed  with 

eases  of  the  lung,  179,  218.  success,  390. 

Murray's,  Dr.  remarks  on  some  cases  of  OUtiscomplicated  with  cerabral  disease,  Dr. 

hepatic  abscess,  in  which  exploration  and  Fife's  case  of,  353. 

puncture  were  ad<^ted.  566.  Ovarian  dropsy,    Mr.  J,  F.  Harding's  case 

Muscles,  straight,  Dr.  W.  Mackenxie  on  the  of,  473b 

insertions  of  the,  30. 


N. 


P. 


• 

Nail,  Dr.  Payan  on  the  treatment  of  laTor-  Piget,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  congenital  imper- 

sion  of  the,  592.  fection  of  the  tss  deferens  and  testicle,81 7. 

Naime,  Dr.  elected  physician  to  St.  George's  Palsy  and  aaassthesia.  Dr.  Watson  on,  164. 

Hospital  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Hope,  and  Or,  Parscyanogen,  Dr.  Brown  on  the  prepara- 

Page  assistant  physician,  480.  tion  of,  and  on  the  isomerism  of  cyanogen 

Nasmyth'a,  Mr.  three  memoirs  on  the  stmc-        and  paracyanogen,  557  ;  Dr.  John  Brown 

ture  and  development  of  the  teeth  and .      on  the  production  of  silicon  from,  ib. 

epithelium,  reviewed,  869.  Paralysis  agitans,  l^r,  Watson's  lectoro  on. 
Nerves  of  the  ayeball,  Dr,  Alison  on  certain        449. 

physiological  inferences  which    mi^  be  Psraplegis,  Dr.  Watson  on,  16%. 

drawn  firom  the  study  of  the,  378,  410.  Parker's,  Mr.  statistical  aoeount  of  the  am- 
Nervous  system,  Dr,  W.  B.  Carpenter  on        putations  perfoimed  at  the  Northern  Hos- 

the  functions  of  the  :•— nervous  system  of        pital,   Liverpool,    from   March    1834  to 

the  vertebrata,  57  ;  functions  of  the  ner-        March  1841,  269. 

vons  system  ofthoTertt'brata,  460;  general  Parks,  the  new,  editorial  observations  on 

history  of  opinioos,  ib.;  functions  of  the        the  plan  for  the  formation  of  the,  583. 

spinal  system  of  nerves,  464;   special  Parliament,  editorial  observadons  on   the 

functions  of  the  spinal  cord,  518;  their        representation  of  the  SMdical  profession 

independence  of  sensation,  522 ;  respire-        in,  694. 

tory  movements,  524;  influence  of  the  Partridge's,  Mr.  case  of  aneurism  of  the  right 

spinal  cord  on  various  parts  of  the  alimen-        subclavian  artery,  in  which  the  resiei  waa 

tary  canal,  602;  action  of  the  sphincters,        tied  internal  to  the  scalnnns muscle,  666. 

605, 633;  functions  of  the  cephalic  nerves,  Payan,  Dr.  on  the  treatment  of  inversion  of 

709,  778 ;  motor  nerves  of  the  orbit,  780;        the  nail,  591 . 

emotional  and  instinctive  actions,  810 1  Pelvis,  Mr.  Stanley  on  congenital  tnmora  of 

functions  of  the  encephalon,  890 ;  of  the        the,  589. 

medulla  oblongata,  ib.;    of  the  corpora  Perforation  of  the  stomach,  Dr*  Charles 

^uadrigemina,  892;   of  the  cerebellum,        Badham'scase  of,  119. 

695;  functions  of  the  cerebium,  934.  Peripneumiaia  netha,  Dr.  WatMm  on,  866. 
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PerilonUiB,  Dr.  W.  B0U  on  a  fatal  case 
of,  caosed  hy  effasion  of  bile  into  the 
peritoneal  ca?ity  through  an  ulcerated 
opening  in  the  gall-bladder,  752. 
Pharmacentical  &>ciety,  editorial  obsenra- 
tions  respecting  the  plan  and  establish- 
ment of  the,  726. 
Pharmacopoeia,  Greek,  reviewed,  SOB. 
Phthisis,  Mr.  Chevers'  observations  on  the 

treatment  of,  78S. 
Physio,  Dr.  Watson's  lectures  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of :— Lbct.  27  :  Chro- 
nic hydrocephalus,  1 ;  internal  remedies, 
ib.;  mechanical  espedieots— bandages,  2 ; 
tapping,  3 ;  symptoms  of  spinal  diseate, 
5 1  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  7. 

Lect.  28. — Inflammatory  and  structu. 
ral  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord,  49 ;  treat- 
ment, 50;  apoplexy,  its  general  symp- 
toms and  diagnosis,  ib.  t  different  forms 
of  the  attack,  59  1  predisposition  to  apo- 
plexy— natural  and  accidental,  53 ;  pre- 
cursory  symptoms,  55. 

LxcT.  29.  —  Symptoms  charaoteriring 
the  apoplectic  state,  81 ;  pressure  the  or- 
dinary physical  cause,  82 ;  hemiplegia, 
83  ;  affection  of  inrolontary  muscles  85 ; 
anatomical  characters,  ib.;  situation  of 
tlie  clot  of  blood,  88 ;  disease  of  the  cere- 
bral blood  vessels,  89. 

Lbct.  30. — Apoplexy  (continued) — re- 
lations between  the  symptoms  and  Bp« 
pearances  found  in  the  brain  after  death, 
129 ;  exciting  causes,  133  ;  treatment,  136. 

Lxcx.  31.  —  Spinal  hemorrhage,  161 ; 
paraplegia,  162  1  facial  palsy  and  facial 
anesthesia,  their  symptoms,  prognosis, 
and  treatment,  164;  other  forms  01  local 
palsy  and  local  ansBsthesia,  170. 

Lbct.  32.— Tetanus,  its  symptoms  and 
varieties^  209;  causes,  211  ;  diagnosis, 
212  ;  pathology,  214;  treatment,  216  | 
opium,  ib. ;  blood-letting,  the  warm>bath 
and  cold-bath,  217. 

L&cT.  33»— Treatment  of  tetanus  (con- 
tinued), 241 ;  wine,  mercury,  242 ;  pur- 
gatives, foxglove,  and  tobacco,  242 ;  mupk, 
pruasic  acid,  bellailoona,  carbonate  of 
iron,  oil  of  turpentine,  and  strychnia,  243 ; 
surgical  expedients,  244 ;  gerieral  rules, 
ib. ;  hydrophobia,  245. 

Lbct.  34. — Various  questions  consi- 
dered respecting  hydrophobia  a«  it  appears 
in  the  human  subject,  and  respecting  ra- 
bies in  the  dog,  289 ;  pathology  of  the 
diborder,  293;  treatment,  295;  preven- 
tive measures,  297  • 

Lbct.  35,—  Kpilepsy,  iu  symptoms  and 
varieties,  321 ;  duration  and  recurrence  of 
the  paroxysms,  and  periods  of  life  at 
which  they  commence,  323 ;  warnings, 
324;  effects  of  the  paroxysms,  immediate 
and  ultimate,  325  ;  pathology,  326 ;  ana- 
tomical characters,  327 ;  causes,  328. 

Lect.  36.~£pilepsy  (continued)  —  re- 


capitulation, 369  ;  exciting  causes,  370 ; 
simulated  epilepsy,  371 ;  diagnosis,  372 ; 
prognosis,  373 ;  treatment  during  the  fit, 
ib. ;  during  the  intervals,  374 ;  during 
the  warnings,  377. 

Lect.  37.-»Chorea,  its  symptoms,  401 ; 
pathology  and  complications,  403 ;  causes 
and  treatment,  404j  chronic  chorea,  405 ; 
other  nervous  disorders  to  which  the  same 
name  has  been  applied,  406. 

Lect.*  38.  —  Paralysis  agitans,  449 ; 
mercurial  tremor,  450  $  hysteria,  451 ; 
two  forms  of  hysterical  paroxysm,  ib.; 
diagnosis  from  epilepsy,  452;  class  of 
persons  most  liable  to  hysteria,  453 ;  dis- 
eases apt  to  be  simulated  by  hysteria, 
454;  treatment,  458;  prevention,  459. 

Lect.  39.  —  Catalepsy,  481  ;  exfacy 
and  neuralgia,  482 1  tic  douloureux,  485 1 
sciatica,  489 ;  hemicrania,  490, 

Lbct.  40. -» Intermittent  fever,  513; 
phenomena  of  an  ague  fit ;  species  and 
varieties  of  intermittents,  515 ;  predis- 
posing causes,  517  ;  exriting  cause,  561  ; 
malana— known  only  by  its  effects,  ib. ; 
places  which  it  chiefly  infests,  562 ;  con- 
ditions of  its  production,  ib. ;  its  effects 
upon  the  body,  565;  influence  of  soil 
upon  its  evolvement,  566. 

Lbct.  41. — Speculations  respecting  the 
periodicity  of  ague,  593 ;  habits  and  pro- 
perties of  malaria,  595  ;  most  noxious  at 
night,  ib. ;  lies  near  the  ground,  596 ;  is 
carried  along  by  winds,  ib.;  cannot  pass 
across  water,  597  ;  attaches  itself  to  trees, 
598 ;  is  diminished  by  the  increase  of 
cultivation  and  of  population,  ib. ;  ulti- 
mate effecta  of  the  poison  on  the  body,  ib. ; 
ague. formerly  thought  salubrious,  599; 
prognosis,  600;  propriety  of  stopping  the 
disease,  ib. 

Lbct.  42^ — ^Treatment  of  intermittent 
fever,  625;  treatment  during  the  pa- 
roxysm, ib. ;  treatment  during  the  intar- 
missioQ,  627  ;  prophylaxis^  63x. 

Lect.  43.  —  Epistaxis,  673 ;  broocho- 
cele,  675 ;  cretinism,  677 ;  their  pheno- 
mena and  probable  causes,  ib. ;  cretinism 
(concluded),  703';  medical  and  surgical 
treatment  of  bronchocele,  706. 

Lbct.  44.-^ynanche  parotidea,  737 ; 
mercurial  parotitis,  738 ;  spontaneous  sa- 
livation, in.  ;  apththe,  739 ;  cynancbe 
tonsillaris,  740;  chronic  enlargement  of 
the  tonsils,  745. 

Lect.  45.  —  Acute  laryngitis,  769 ; 
symptoms,  ib.|  treatment,  770;  blood- 
letting,  ib. ;  bronchotomy,  771 ;  mercury 
and  tartarised  antimony,  775  {  anatomi- 
cal charactera  and  causes,  ib. ;  secondary 
laryngitis,  oedema  of  the  glottis,  and  chro- 
nic affections  of  the  laryni,  776. 

Lbct.  46. — Cynancbe  trachealis,  801 ; 
symptoms,  ib. ;  pathology,  802  |  progno- 
sis and  treatment,  804 ;  obild-orowing,  or 
spurious  croup,  807. 
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LcCT.  47.  —  Diseases  of  the  thorax, 
849 ;  general  observations,  ib. ;  dyspnaea, 
850 ;  coogh,  851 ;  methoiis  of  exploring 
the  physical  conditions  of  the  cheat  by  the 
senses  of  sight,  touch,  and  hearing,  852. 

Lect.  48. — Catarrh,  881 ;  its  varieties, 
882  ;  dry  sounds  attending  the  respira- 
tion—rhonchus  and  sibilus,  883;  moist 
sounds— large  and  small  crepitatiOD»  884 ; 
how  these  are  produced,  and  wiiat  they 
denote,  ib. ;  acute  bronchitis,  886 ;  treat- 
ment of  acute  bronchitis,  888  ;  peripneu- 
monia notha,  ib. ;  sudden  infarction  of  a 
large  bronchus,  889. 

Lect.  49.— Influenza,  its  symptoms  and 
progress,  929 ;  conjectures  as  to  its  cause, 
950;  treatment,  932  ;  hay  asthma,  961 : 
chronic  bronchitis,  962  ;  its  varieties, 
963 ;  morbid  anotomy  of  these  affections, 
964. 

Physicians,  College  of,  remarks  on  the,  by  a 
*'  Professor  in  the  School  of  Phi  tic  in 
Ireland,''  46. 

Plesser  and  plessimeter.  Dr.  John  Bume's 
account  of  a,  with  remarks  on  the  relative 
value  of  the  flexible  and  other  stethos- 
copes, 468. 

Plurality  of  children.— Dr.  Henry  Davies's 
case  of  three  girls  at  a  birth  ;  Mr.  Dodd*s 
cane,  384;  Mr.  Wardle worth's  case  of, 
472. 

Pneumonia,  Dr.  Durrant*s  case  of,  with 
secretion  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pleura,  252. 

Poisoning,  Dr.  R.  H.  Allnatt's  case  of,  with 
sun-barrel  *' browning,'*  118. 

Poisoning  by  opium,  Mr.  £ricbsen*s  case  of, 
in  which  electricity  was  employed  with 
success,  390. 

Poisons,  Mr.  James  Blake  oo  the  action 
of,  507. 

Poor  in  Scotland,  editorial  observations  on 
the  management  of  the,  230. 

"  Practical  remarks'*  on  reform,  editorial 
observations  on  the  pamphlet  entitled, 
281. 

Pretty's,  Mr.  remarks  on  the  treatment  of 
uterine  biemorrhage,  with  a  recommen- 
dation of  the  use  of  the  tourniquet  in  such 
cases,  538. 

Procidentia  uteri.  Dr.  J.  Adair  Lawrie's 
case  of,  cured  by  the  actual  cautery,  757. 

Profession,  editorial  remarks  on  the  state  of 
the,  356. 

Progress  of  self-reform  in  the  College  of 
Physicians,  editorial  remarks  on  the,  660. 

Prout,  Dr.  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
stomach  and  urinary  diseases^  reviewed, 
435. 

Provincial  Medical  Association,  meeting  of 
the,  624. 

Provincial  Schools,  notice  respecting  the, 
960. 

Psoas  abscess,  Mr.  William  Oliver  Chalk, 
on  103,  146,  193. 

Psoriasis,  Dr.  Winn's  case  of,  274. 


Psoriasis,  lepra,  and  lupus,  Mr.  Donoran  on 
the  efficacy  of  the  liquor  hydrtodatis  arse- 
nici  et  hydrargyri  in  the  treatment  of,  765. 

ptosis,  Mr.  T.  Hunt  on.  111. 

note  on,  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Curling,  16S. 

Mr«  C.  Kadclyffe  Uall'a  two  cases 

of,  306. 

Dr,  Mackness's  case   of,    relieved 


without  an  operation,  617. 

paralytic,  Mr.  Holthonse's  remarks 


on 'Mr.  T.  B.  Curling*s  new  method  of 
curing,  by  (^ration,  152. 

and  ectropium,  cases  of,  communi- 


cated by  Mr.'l*.  B.  Curling,  16. 
Puerperal  convulsions.  Dr.  Cory's  case  of :-» 

artificial  delivery  of  twins,  536. 
Purulent  ophthalmia  in  the  infant,  Mr«  W. 

W.  Cooper  on,  822. 
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Ramsbotham,  Dr.  on  obstetric  medicine  and 
surgery,  reviewed,  276. 

Raoking's,  Dr.  case  of  subacute  bronchitis, 
with  plastic  tubular  secretioa,  832. 

Rectum,  stricture  of  the.  Dr.  Walshe  on  ar- 
tificial anus  for  relief  of,  108. 

Rectos  femoris,  Mr.  Grantham*8  case  of 
rupture  of  the,  948. 

Reform  in  the  College  of  Phyaicians,  edito- 
rial observations  on,  477. 

Representation  of  the  profession  in  Parlia- 
ment, editorial  observationa  respecting 
the,  694. 

Retention  of  the  faeces,  Mr.  £ri8chen  on  the 
formation  of  artificial  anus,  in  adults,  for 
the  relief  of,  189,223. 

Rheumatism,  remarkable  eflTecto  of,  240. 

Richardson,  Mr.  of  Harrowgate,  testimonial 
tc,  48. 

Robinson,  Mr.  on  galvanism,  495. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  lists  of  gentle- 
men  admitted  members,  80,  128,  :^08, 
240,  288,  320,  368,  400,  560,  592,  624, 
704,  736, 800,  880,  960,  992. 

Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
papers  read  at  the :— Observations  on  the 
blood-disos  and  their  contents,  by  John 
Quekett,  Esq.,  74  ;  a  case  of  partial  soften- 
ing  of  the  right  corpus  striatum  and  left 
lobe  of  the  cerebellum,  with  imperfect 
paralysis  of  the  left  arm  and  right  leg,  by 
Dt,  Barker,  74 ;  Dr.  Kingston^a  cases  of 
paralysis  and  spasm  of  voluntary  muscles 
from  sympathetic  affections  and  actions  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  204  (  Dr.  Addi- 
son's observations  on  anatomy  of  the  lungs, 
285 ;  Dr.  John  Wilson  on  colica  picto- 
rium  treated  by  warm  water,  362;  discus- 
sion on  the  results  of  amputations  per- 
formed at  the  North  London  Hospital, 
ib. ;  Mr.  Skey's  case  of  sobclavio- axillary 
aneurism,  successfully  treated  by  opera- 
tion, 442 ;  Mr.  Halton's  case  of  aneurism 
of  the  right  subclavian  artery,  in  whidi  a 


